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Private wealth in Kuwait nears 
 $400 billion, growth to taper

Though overall private wealth 
in Kuwait is expected to grow 

at a compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of 5.3 percent, to reach 
around US$400 billion by 2021, it 
will register a decline from the 6.2 
percent growth shown in 2016, says 
a new study on global wealth by the 
Boston Consulting Group (BCG).  

The 17th annual BCG study, 
which outlined the evolution of 
private wealth from both global 
and regional perspectives, found 
that much of the growth in Kuwait’s 
private wealth in 2016 came from 
increases in equities. In the past year, 
equities increased by 10.5 percent, 
while cash and deposits grew by 
4.9 percent and bonds by 2 percent. 
Over the next five years till 2021, 
equities are once again expected to 
be the primary contributors to the 
growth rate, growing at a CAGR of 
7.3 percent, while cash and deposits 
are projected to grow at a slower4.5 
percent CAGR.

Taking an in-depth look at wealth 
distribution in Kuwait, the BCG 
study found private wealth held 
by ultra-high-net-worth (UHNW) 
households (those with above $100 
million) in the country grew by 
9.6 percent in 2016. However, the 
growth of private wealth of this 
segment is expected to decline to 
6.7 percent CAGR through 2021.

The upper high-net-worth 
(HNW) segment (those with 
between $20 million and $100 
million) experienced the strongest 
growth in 2016 at 14.3 percent. In 
the next five years, the projected 
growth of this segment will see 
a slight slowdown to 11.6 percent 
CAGR. 

Continued on Page 7 

India rolls out GST as a 
 ‘Good and Simple Tax’

India’s landmark Goods and Service Tax (GST), which came into 
force on 1 July with the sound of a gong at midnight on Friday, is 

the most comprehensive and consequential reform that the country 
has introduced. 

The launch of GST is a radical and revolutionary step aimed at 
transforming the world’s seventh largest country and with a $2trillion 
economy the seventh largest globally, into a common market comprising 
of 29 states and 7 union territories, with over 1.3 billion people, or nearly 
a fifth of the entire global population.

Continued on Page 7
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In mid-June, during a speech in Miami, 
US President Donald Trump outlined 

his government’s Cuba policy directive, 
which abrogated former president 
Barack Obama’s 2016 Presidential Policy 
Directive on ‘Normalization of Relations 
between the United States and Cuba’.

Backpedalling from an election 
promise is quite different to unilaterally 
withdrawing from a signed global 
agreement, or retracting from a treaty 
with a foreign country; President 
Trump obviously is incognizant of this 
fact and probably also oblivious to its 
repercussions. The intended withdrawal 
of the United States from the Paris 
Agreement that it signed as part of 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its 
current renouncing of relations with 
Cuba, only helps to undermine respect 
for the United States and brings into 
question its reliability as a partner to 
the international community. 

The new policy on Cuba titled 
‘National Security Presidential 
Memorandum’ not only rolls back the 
progress achieved over the last two 
years in re-establishing diplomatic 
relations and strengthening bilateral 
ties between the US and Cuba, but 
also further isolates the US on the 
international stage and raises doubt 
about America’s continued leadership 
of the so-called free world.

The President’s new directive 
introduces greater control over US 
travelers to Cuba, and prohibits 
business, trade and financial 
transactions between US companies 
and certain Cuban companies linked to 

the Armed Revolutionary Forces and 
the intelligence and security services. 
It also eliminates private educational 
‘people-to-people’ exchanges. The 
US president justified this policy with 
alleged concerns over the human 
rights situation in Cuba and the need 
to rigorously enforce the US blockade 
laws, conditioning its lifting, as well as 
any improvements in US-Cuba bilateral 
relations to Cuba making changes 
inherent to its constitutional order.

In response to the US President’s 
perfunctory new directive, the 
Government of Cuba issued a 
communiqué in which it condemned 
the new measures and said they were 
doomed to fail. The statement stressed, 
“As has been repeatedly evidenced in 
the past, the new measures will not 
succeed in their purpose to weaken the 
Revolution or bend the Cuban people, 
whose resistance against aggressions of 
all sorts and origins has been put to the 
test throughout almost six decades.” 

The Government of Cuba also 
rejected the political manipulation 
and double standards in human rights. 
The communiqué pointed out that 
the Cuban people enjoy fundamental 
rights and freedoms and can proudly 
showcase achievements that are still 
a chimera for many countries of the 
world, including the United States. 

The communiqué also added that 
the United States was in position to 
teach Cuba lessons on human rights. 
The statement noted that Cuba is a 
State Party to 44 international human 
rights instruments, while the US is only 
a State Party to 18.  “Therefore, we have 

much to show, say and defend: We have 
serious concerns about the respect 
for and guarantees of human rights 
in the United States, where there are 
numerous cases of murders, brutality 
and abuses by the police, particularly 
against the African-American 
population; the right to life is violated 
as a result of the deaths caused by fire 
arms; child labor is exploited and there 
are serious manifestations of racial 
discrimination.

“There is also a threat to impose 
more restrictions on medical services, 
which will leave 23 million persons 
without health insurance; there is 
unequal pay between men and women; 
migrants and refugees, particularly 
those who come from Islamic countries, 
are marginalized; there is an attempt to 
put up walls that discriminate against 
and denigrate neighbor countries; and 
international commitments to preserve 
the environment and address climate 

change are abandoned.
“Also a source of concern are the 

human rights violations by the United 
States in other countries, such as the 
arbitrary detention of tens of prisoners 
in the territory illegally occupied by the 
US Naval Base in Guantánamo, Cuba, 
where even torture has been applied;  
extrajudicial executions and the death 
of civilians caused by drones; as well as 
the wars unleashed against countries 
like Iraq, under false pretenses 
like the possession of weapons of 
mass destruction, with disastrous 
consequences for the peace, security 
and stability in the Middle East,” read 
the communiqué from the Cuban 
government.

For his part, the Foreign Minister 
of Cuba, Bruno Rodriquez, strongly 
rejected the new US policy on Cuba 
saying that they were a step backward 
from the relation re-established two 
years ago. “Any strategy aimed at 

changing the political, economic and 
social system in Cuba, either through 
pressures and impositions or by using 
more subtle methods, will be doomed 
to failure,” said Cuba’s top diplomat.  
He added that the changes that need 
to be made in Cuba will continue to 
be sovereignly determined only by the 
Cuban people.

“The prediction that the US policy 
will separate the people from the 
government, or the citizens from our 
glorious Revolutionary Armed Forces 
and the Ministry of the Interior, which 
are the people in uniforms, seems 
childish. On the contrary, he added, 
it will only reinforce ‘our patriotism, 
dignity and decision to defend our 
independence by all means,” said Mr. 
Rodriquez.

Reneging on the policies and 
promises made by his predecessor on 
Cuba, not only underscores President 
Trump’s immaturity in governance, 
but also reiterates the current 
administration’s weakness in relying 
on a small coterie of naïve advisors to 
draft government policies. It is obvious 
that most of the ludicrous ideas and 
divisive statements that emanate from 
the US President cater to the section of 
disgruntled white voters who managed 
to wiggle him into the increasingly 
‘white’ House. Six-months into his 
presidency, the president still has not 
come to grips with the fact that he now 
represents the entire American people, 
and not just a section of it; that he is no 
longer just the CEO of Trump Inc. , but, 
for good or bad, he is the President of 
the United States.

SPOTLIGHT

US backpedals relations with Cuba 



3
The Times Kuwait                25 June - 08 July, 2017
www.timeskuwait.com

The car-hailing app Uber’s board members 
and investors have received an outpouring 

of praise in recent days for forcing CEO Travis 
Kalanick to resign. They don’t deserve it. On the 
contrary, while Kalanick did indeed need to go, 
the move was long overdue – and it was delayed 
for all the wrong reasons.

Founded in 2009 as “UberCab” in San 
Francisco, Uber has grown from an innovative 
startup to a $68 billion global behemoth at 
an astonishing rate. With the help of multiple 
rounds of financing from major investors, 
including Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and 
Goldman Sachs, it has emerged as a massive 
industry disruptor, operating in 570 cities 
worldwide, in less than a decade.

But the company’s rapid ascent has been 
accompanied by a steady stream of revelations 
of dubious behavior, from violating customers’ 
privacy and deceiving local government 
regulators to mistreating drivers. When 
guests at its Chicago launch party in 2011 
were entertained by the company’s “God 
View” system, which allowed them to see 
the whereabouts of all current drivers and 

riders, it was a clear privacy violation, but 
the demonstration at least kept its subjects 
anonymous.

The next one, at the same event, did not: it 
showed in real time the location and movements 
of 30 named people in Uber cars in New York 
City. It was a breathtaking – and breathtakingly 
casual – breach of trust. Yet the company faced 
only negligible repercussions: after a little bad 
press, it was back to business as usual.

In 2014, an Uber executive used the God 
View system to track a reporter without her 
permission. Another noted that he could dig 
up dirt on a reporter who had criticized the 
company. Again, after a flurry of news reports, 
Uber continued its forward march unchanged 
and undeterred, its investors silent.

The same year, a woman in India was raped 
by her driver. Uber had failed to conduct a 

proper background check on the driver, and 
then proceeded to violate the woman again, by 
obtaining and distributing her medical records 
internally.

These events are illustrative of a larger 
pattern and attitude. From the outset, Uber 
has tried, time and again, to railroad lawmakers 
in cities around the world, arrogantly ignoring 
safety rules and regulations. More recently, it 
was revealed that Uber may have been tracking 

and profiling individual drivers, as part of a so-
called “Hell” program aimed at determining, 
among other things, the status of competitors’ 
drivers, including whether its own drivers also 
worked for its competitors.

Kalanick, who declared in 2012, “I like pissing 
people off,” was the most directly responsible 
for these decisions, and recent news coverage 
of Uber has rightly held him up as a poster child 
for leadership gone wrong. But Kalanick was no 
Übermensch, unbound by rules intended for 
mere mortals. He could not have continued on 
his destructive path if not for the investors and 
board members who – hungry for profits and 
full of excuses – allowed misogyny, disregard for 
ethics, and poor judgment to become entwined 
in the company’s managerial fabric.

Continued on Page 9

ISSUES

Lucy P. Marcus       
CEO of Marcus Venture Consulting 

The Underside of Uber 
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UN agency voices concern over 
safety of migrants in Libya

The International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) reports efforts are ongoing to 

rescue around 200 migrants, from Somalia and 
Ethiopia, who have been kidnapped in Libya and 
are being held for ransom.

News of the kidnappings and illegal 
detentions in Libya first surfaced in a video, 
which appeared on Facebook on 9 June. The 
IOM says families of the missing men and 
women have received ransom demands based 
on short video clips depicting scenes of active 
torture.

IOM spokesman Joel Millman said while 
the source of the video is not known, there 
was little doubt about its veracity. He said 
the scenes of people, dozens to a room, are 
graphic. “We understand that there are cases 
of people being tortured by cement blocks 
being put on their chest or on their back,” he 
said. “There are limbs broken. There are scars 
and cases of slack, listless men who appear 
to be emaciated. The witnesses themselves 
complain about not having been fed for quite 
some time.”

Millman said the criminal gangs use social 
media platforms to transmit their demand 

that families pay ransoms of $8,000 or more 
for the release of their loved ones. He said the 
families often sell their livestock and other 
assets to meet these demands.

There is nothing new about the slaving 
industry, he said, as it has been around 
throughout history. What is new, he added, 
is the ready availability of digital devices 

and of high speed communication, even to 
some of the poorest villages in the world. 
This gives criminals an opportunity to profit 
from the digital age, which was not possible 
a generation ago and this is probably going to 
get worse.”

The IOM said it is working with partners 
to try to locate the migrants and its staff, in 

coordination with authorities in Libya, is trying 
to trace and potentially aid in the rescue of 
these victims.

Politically-unstable Libya is a transit point 
for migrants seeking to head to Europe. The 
lack of a stable government makes them 
vulnerable to abuse and exploitation. Migrants 
and refugees traveling from the Horn of Africa 
are particularly vulnerable

The IOM also drew attention to the 
increasing trend of abuse of digital and social 
media platforms by smugglers or criminal 
gangs and called on such firms to be more 
vigilant. Social media, including Facebook, has 
a duty to better police content on its channels. 
We are not accusing Facebook of complicity, 
but merely emphasizing that these channels 
are being abused by criminals,” said Leonard 
Doyle, chief spokesperson for IOM in Geneva

“It is high time that social media and tech 
companies recognize the extreme harm that is 
occurring because of their failure to monitor 
and react to situations of grave human rights 
abuses that are being shared through their 
channels,” he added.

Economic transformation 
under pressure in South Africa

With the South African economy moving into recession for the first 
time in eight years, doubts have been cast about the country’s 

ability to sustain its economic transformation drive. Official data from 
Statistics South Africa published last week showed that the country’s 
economy contracted by 0.7 percent in the first three months of 2017, 
following its shrinking by 0.3 percent in the fourth quarter of last year.

In a press-briefing on Thursday, South African Finance Minister Malusi 
Gigaba said it would be a mistake to react to the recession by focusing 
only on the growth of established business and letting economic 
transformation fall by the wayside.

Saying that the bleak economy should not curtail economic 
transformation, the minister said, “The National Development Plan 
(NDP) says we need both, inclusive growth and economic transformation. 
You cannot do one, without the other. They are mutually reinforcing.” 

According to Mr. Gigaba, South Africa is at an inflection point. “We 
can choose to be negative and pessimistic, or positive and optimistic. As 
National Treasury we believe the glass is half full, not half empty.”

He stressed that government remains committed to maintaining 
the fiscal framework and this assurance should also be noted by ratings 
agencies which remain concerned about this.

On June 6, South Africa entered its first recession since 2009 when its 
GDP contracted for a second consecutive quarter. But South Africa has 
pulled out of recessions in the past; since 1961 the country has been in 
recession eight times.

Djibouti-Eritrea border clashes, as 
Qatar pulls out troops

Djibouti accused neighboring Eritrea on Friday of 
occupying disputed territory along their border after 

Qatar withdrew its peacekeepers. 
Djibouti and Eritrea share a disputed border area where 

clashes broke out in 2008, after Djibouti accused Eritrea of 
moving troops across the border. A dozen Djiboutian troops 
were killed and dozens wounded after several days of fighting. 
The United Nations Security Council intervened and requested 
both countries to withdraw from the area. In 2010, Djibouti and 
Eritrea accepted mediation by Qatar and agreed to station a 
Qatari peace-keeping force along their contentious border. 

On June 14, Qatar unilaterally announced that it was pulling 
out its 450-strong peace-keeping contingent, after the two 
East African countries joined ranks with Saudi Arabia and its 
allies involved in a diplomatic standoff with Qatar. The foreign 
ministry in Doha did not give any reason for the pull-out.

Meanwhile, the African Union (AU) has intervened in the 
territorial dispute and called for calm and restraint from both 
sides. It said that a “fact-finding mission” would be sent to 

the area to establish the facts, while its Chairperson Moussa 
Faki Mahamat would be available to both countries to help 
“normalize their relations and promote good-neighborliness.”

Foreign Minister of Djibouti Mahamoud Ali Youssouf said 
his country’s army was on full alert and that complaints had 
been lodged against Eritrea with the United Nations and the 
African Union. Eritrea has not yet responded to any of these 
statements.  Djibouti is a close ally of the West as it hosts 
French and US military bases and is the main route to the 
sea for Eritrea’s arch enemy, Ethiopia. On the other hand, 
Eritrea has fractious ties with the West and has been accused 
of supporting Somali and other regional insurgents, which 
it denies. According to the Council on Foreign relations, as 
of May 2015, there were nine UN peacekeeping missions in 
Africa supported by more than 80,000 troops and 15,000 
civilians. Moreover, nearly 80 percent of all UN peacekeepers 
are deployed in Africa, with the largest missions being in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Darfur, which is jointly 
administered with the AU, in South Sudan and in Mali. 

AU Peace Fund initiative to 
finance peacekeeping 

The African Union Peace Fund, which 
African Heads of State resolved to 

operationalize last year, is set to be fast-
tracked following last week UN Security 
Council meeting. During the meeting, 
the US called for future UN funding for 
peacekeeping in Africa to be contingent 
on the African Union (AU) delivering on 
its own key performance indicators. 

The US ambassador to the UN, Nikki 
Haley, speaking during a UN Security 
Council meeting, which focused on 
the AU’s peacekeeping and counter-
terrorism efforts on the continent, 
stated that the African Union (AU) 
plays a key role in the fight against 
violent extremism, and in anticipating, 

mediating and working to 
avert conflicts. However, she 
added, continued UN financial 
support should be based on 
implementation and concrete 
results from the AU’s own benchmarks 
and timelines.

The AU Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM) is the foremost operation 
led by the continental bloc as part 
of efforts to combat the Al-Shabaab 
insurgents in Somalia. AMISOM troop 
contributing countries include Burundi, 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda. 
Police contributing countries also 
include Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone and Uganda.

Last year the AU launched the 
Peace Fund initiative in order to finance 
peace and security operations on the 
continent. Each of the five regional 
blocs under the AU are expected to 
contribute about $65 million each year 
through an import levy of about 0.2 
percent on eligible imports as a means 
of addressing the funding gap the AU 
has been facing. The levy is expected 
to increase to $80 million by the year 
2020.
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The past few decades have brought incredible 
progress for women and children’s health. 

Since 1990, preventable child deaths have 
declined by 50 percent, and maternal mortality 
has fallen by 45%. But far too many mothers and 
newborns are still dying from preventable causes. 
With access to qualified midwives, many of their 
lives could be saved.

Each year, one million children, on average, 
still die during their first day of life; more 
than million babies are stillborn; and more 
than 300,000 mothers die during pregnancy 
and childbirth — a death toll exceeding the 
entire population of Namibia. A majority of 
these deaths — 56 percent, to be precise — 
are preventable.

If all women had access to a midwife 
during pregnancy and labor, not to 
mention facilities equipped to provide basic 
emergency care, one million lives would be 
saved every year. And yet midwifery is still 
chronically neglected and underfunded by 
governments and communities around the 
world.

As birth attendants, midwives are ideally 
positioned to save the lives of mothers and 
children during childbirth. A midwife with the 
right skills and training can provide 87 percent 
of the essential health care needed during 
pregnancy and following 
birth. And the care they 
provide is high quality 
and comprehensive 
across health contexts. 
Whether you are an 
American billionaire or 
a smallholder farmer 
in Tanzania, a skilled 
midwife can provide you 
with expert support that 
is unlike that of any other 
health professional.

Midwives’ services 
extend far beyond 
pregnancy and birth 
to include essential 
education, health 
monitoring, and 
primary care for babies, 
adolescents, and 
mothers throughout 
the life cycle. Midwives 
are also a front line of 
defense against disease. 
They provide information 
about reproductive 
health, which can help stop the spread of 
HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases, 
and about hygiene and healthy lifestyles; and 
they are often the ones who administer and 
monitor the vaccination and immunization of 
expectant mothers, newborns, and infants.

Moreover, midwives’ integrated, frontline 
approach helps them bridge the gap 
between isolated rural health centers and 
the communities they serve. Owing to their 
unique training and deployment, midwives 
are often the pillars upon which universal 
health-care coverage rests.

Given that midwives are such a practical 
and affordable solution to many maternal- 
and community-health problems, it is 

baffling that world leaders who claim to 
stand for women and children’s safety do not 
give midwifery more political support. And 
this is not just a problem in low- and middle-
income countries. High-income countries 
such as Canada have also struggled to recruit 
and fund enough midwives to meet demand.

This has to change. Worldwide, 350,000 
more midwives are needed to bridge the 
gap between the health-care haves and 
have-nots. And, from a fiscal standpoint, 
midwifery is an extremely cost-effective way 

to achieve that goal. 
Policies and funding 
to support midwife 
education, training, and 
regulation can produce 
up to a sixteen-fold 
return on investment, 
because when midwives 
are involved in pregnancy 
and childbirth, mothers 
are less likely to require 
expensive emergency 
interventions such as 
caesarean sections.

The fact that 
governments and civil-
society organizations 
have given midwives 
such short shrift is 
as surprising as it is 
disappointing. All 
governments that value 
their citizens, and all 
citizens who value their 
families, should favor 
policies to expand this 
area of health care. With 

the proper resources, midwives will save lives 
before, during, and after a woman gives birth, 
and health-care outcomes will be improved 
across the board.

To bring more attention to midwives’ 
unique role, the International Confederation 
of Midwives is gathering this week in Toronto, 
Canada, for its 31st Triennial Congress. For 
nearly 100 years, the ICM has advocated for 
women by supporting the midwives who 
protect them.

We cannot rest until we have addressed 
the millions of lives that are still lost each year 
in pregnancy, childbirth, and early life. That is 
why we are asking governments and donors 
around the world to give midwifery the 

Each year, one million children, 
on average, still die during their 
first day of life; more than 
million babies are stillborn; and 
more than 300,000 mothers die 
during pregnancy and childbirth

Jakaya Kikwete and Toyin Saraki        
Jakaya Kikwete, a former president of Tanzania, 
is a member of the International Commission 
on Financing Global Education Opportunity. 
Toyin Saraki is the founder and president of the 
Wellbeing Foundation Africa.
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Midwives deliver Lives

VIEWPOINT

attention that it deserves as a commonsense 
solution to a global health problem.

World leaders need to stand up for those 
who support women and children when 
they are most vulnerable. It is time to give 

them the resources they need to continue 
performing their essential work. After all, 
midwives do not just deliver babies; they 
deliver lives.
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the global seed and agro-chemical market. 
‘Baysanto’ alone would be the proprietor of 
almost every genetically modified plant on the 
planet.

With other large mergers also being 
announced, the global agriculture market at 
the end of 2017 could look very different than 
it did at the beginning. Each of the three major 
conglomerates will be closer to its goal of 
achieving domination of the seed and pesticide 
markets – at which point they will be able to 
dictate food products, prices, and quality 
worldwide.

The agro-technical sector is experiencing 
some of the same changes as the seed sector. 
The five largest corporations account for 65 
percent of the market, with Deere & Company, 
the owner of the John Deere brand, in the 
lead. In 2015, Deere & Company reported $29 
billion in sales, surpassing the $25 billion that 
Monsanto and Bayer made selling seeds and 
pesticides.

The most promising 
new opportunity for 
food corporations today 
lies in the digitization 
of agriculture. This 
process is still in its early 
stages, but it is gathering 
momentum, and 
eventually it will cover all 
areas of production. Soon 
enough, drones will take 
over the task of spraying 
pesticides; livestock will 
be equipped with sensors 
to track milk quantities, 
movement patterns, and 
feed rations; tractors will 
be controlled by GPS; and 
app-controlled sowing 
machines will assess soil 
quality to determine the 
optimal distance between 
rows and plants.

To maximize the 
benefits of these new 
technologies, the 
companies that already 
dominate the value chain 
have begun cooperating with one another. The 
John Deeres and Monsantos have now joined 
forces. The confluence of soil and weather 
‘big data’, new agro-technologies, genetically 
modified seeds, and new developments in 
agro-chemistry will help these companies 
save money, protect natural resources, and 
maximize crop yields worldwide.

But while this possible future bodes well 
for some of the world’s largest companies, it 
leaves the environmental and social problems 
associated with industrialized agriculture 
unsolved. Most farmers, particularly in the 
global South, will never be able to afford 
expensive digital-age machinery. The maxim 

‘grow or go’ will be replaced with ‘digitize 
or disappear’” The ETC Group, an American 
non-governmental organization, has already 
outlined a future scenario in which the major 
agro-technology corporations move upstream 
and absorb the seed and pesticide producers. 
At that point, just a few companies will 
determine everything that we eat.

Indeed, the same market-concentration 
problem applies to other links in the value 
chain, such as agricultural traders and 
supermarkets. And even though food 
processing is not yet consolidated on a global 
scale, it is still dominated at the regional 
level by companies such as Unilever, Danone, 
Mondelez, and Nestlé. These companies make 
money when fresh or semi-processed food 
is replaced by highly processed convenience 
foods such as frozen pizza, canned soup, and 
ready-made meals.

While lucrative, this business model is 
closely linked to obesity, diabetes, and other 

chronic diseases. Worse, 
food corporations are 
also profiting from the 
proliferation of illnesses 
for which they are partly 
responsible, by marketing 
“healthy” processed foods 
enriched with protein, 
vitamins, probiotics, and 
omega-3 fatty acids.

M e a n w h i l e , 
corporations are amassing 
market power at the 
expense of those at the 
bottom of the value chain: 
farmers and workers. 
International Labor 
Organization standards 
guarantee all workers 
the right to organize, 
and they prohibit 
forced and child labor 
and proscribe race and 
gender discrimination. 
But labor-law violations 
have become the norm, 
because efforts to 
enforce ILO rules are 

often quashed, while trade union members are 
routinely threatened, fired, and even murdered.

In this hostile climate, minimum-wage, 
overtime-pay, and workplace-safety standards 
are openly neglected. And women, in 
particular, are at a disadvantage, because they 
are paid less than their male counterparts and 
often must settle for seasonal or temporary 
jobs.

Today, half of the world’s 800 million 
starving people are small farmers and workers 
connected to the agricultural sector. Their 
lot will hardly improve if the few companies 
already dominating that sector become even 
more powerful.

FOCUS

The biggest players in these 
sectors have been buying out 
their smaller competitors for 
years. But now they are also 

buying out one another

The industrial-agriculture sector has long 
faced criticism for practices that contribute 

to climate change, environmental destruction, 
and rural poverty. And yet the sector has 
taken virtually no steps to improve quality and 
sustainability, or to promote social justice.

This is not surprising. Although there are 
more than 570 million farmers and seven 
billion consumers worldwide, just a handful 
of companies control the global industrial-
agriculture value chain – from field to shop 
counter. Given the high profits and vast 
political power of these companies, changes to 
the status quo are not in their interest.

Moreover, market concentration in the 
agriculture sector is on the rise, owing to 
increased demand for the agricultural raw 
materials needed in food, animal feed, and 
energy production. As the middle class in 
southern countries has grown, its members’ 
consumption and nutritional habits have 
changed, boosting global demand for processed 
foods – and setting off a scramble for market 
power among multinational agricultural, 
chemical, and food corporations.

The biggest players in these sectors have 
been buying out their smaller competitors 
for years. But now they are also buying out 
one another, often with financing provided by 
investors from completely different sectors.

Consider the seed and agrochemical sector, 
where Bayer, the second-largest pesticide 
producer in the world, is in the process of 
acquiring Monsanto, the largest seed producer, 
for €66 billion ($74 billion). If the United States 
and the European Union approve the deal, as 
seems likely, just three conglomerates — Bayer-
Monsanto, Dow-DuPont and ChemChina-
Syngenta — will control over 60 percent of 

Christine Chemnitz       
Head of the Department of International Agricultural 
Politics at the Heinrich Böll Foundation 

Rise of the Food Barons 
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Private wealth in Kuwait nears $400 billion, growth to taper 

India rolls out GST as a ‘Good and Simple Tax’

Continued from Page 1

In Kuwait, private wealth held by the lower HNW 
segment (those with between $1 million and $20 million) 
witnessed a steady growth of 7.2 percent in 2016. Private 
wealth in this segment has a slower projected CAGR of 
5.8 percent over the next five years. 

The total number of millionaire households (those 
with more than $1 million in net investable assets) in 
Kuwait increased by 2.6 percent in 2016. Looking ahead, 
growth is set to remain steady at 2.6 percent CAGR by 
2021. 

Over the next five years, wealth in the Middle East and 
Africa region is set to reach $12 trillion, with the UAE, 
Oman, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia’s contribution accounting 
for 21.1 percent of this wealth.

In the Middle East and Africa (MEA), wealth expansion 
should stem, in relatively equal portions, from existing 
assets and higher household savings, said the BCG report. 

Looking ahead, the share of wealth allocated to each 
asset class is expected to remain stable, with regional 
wealth projected to rise at an annual rate of roughly 8 
percent through 2021. 

The findings of BCG’s report also revealed that, in 
2016, Switzerland remained the largest destination for 
the Middle East and Africa’s offshore wealth, accounting 
for 31 percent with a projected CAGR of 4.7 percent over 
the next five years. This was followed by the UK/Channel 
Islands at 23 percent with a CAGR of 5 percent, and Dubai 
at 18 percent with a CAGR of 4.5 percent. 

In its global perspective, the BCG study found that 
global private financial wealth grew by 5.3 percent in 
2016, to reach $166.5 trillion. This growth was driven 
primarily by accelerating economic growth and the 
strong performance of equity markets in many parts of 
the world. 

All regions experienced an increase in overall wealth, 
with Asia-Pacific once again being the fastest-developing 

region, with nearly double-digit growth of 9.5 percent. 
Western Europe posted modest growth (3.2 percent) as 
uncertainty over Brexit played a role. By the end of 2017, 
the level of private wealth in Asia-Pacific is projected to 
surpass that in Western Europe, and by 2019, the combined  
level of private wealth in Asia-Pacific and Japan is 
projected to surpass that in North America. 

The study also found that offshore wealth grew at 
a slower pace (3.7 percent) than onshore wealth did 
(5.4 percent) in 2016. Switzerland remained the largest 
offshore center, with a 24 percent share, but that share 
is projected to decline through 2021. Hong Kong and 
Singapore remain the fastest-growing offshore centers 
globally because of both their status as the preferred 
booking centers for regional clients and the anticipation 
of strong growth in Asia-Pacific. Expansion is expected 
to continue in the long term, but China’s ongoing 
restrictions on investment outflows may slow it down to 
some degree in the short term, warned the BCG report. 

Continued from Page 1
Calling the GST a “Good and Simple Tax”, Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi said its launch was not meant as 
just a tax or economic reform, but a social reform that would 
benefit poor people the most, and would encourage more 
transparency and honesty in the economy.

Launching the GST along with Indian President Pranab 
Mukherjee at the special function held in the Central Hall of 
Parliament in New Delhi, the Indian premier noted that the 
GST would benefit the country because extending the tax 
base horizontally would help the country grow vertically.

The GST which embodies the principle of ‘one nation, one 
tax, one market’ subsumes multiple Central, State and local 
taxes, and levies on goods and services. When successfully 
implemented, the new tax system is expected to unify the 
country into a single market, make it easier to do business 
and ensure tax compliance at every level, as well as attract 
investors and make sure that revenues due to the exchequer 
are collected more efficiently.

Under GST, goods and services will be taxed under five 
categories — 0 percent, 5 percent, 12 percent, 18 percent 
and 28 percent — through an input tax credit system. With 
the implementation of GST, credits of input taxes paid at 
each stage of production or service can be availed of in the 
succeeding stages of value addition.

The new system is expected to improve the ease of 

doing business for corporates, while for consumers the 
biggest advantage would come in the form of a reduction 
in the overall tax burden on goods and services.  With set-
off benefits at all the earlier stages of production or service 
delivery the end consumer will only bear the GST charged by 
the last point in the supply chain.

Speaking at the GST launch in Parliament, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley said, “Inflation will come down, tax avoidance will 
be difficult, India’s GDP will be benefitted and extra resources 
will be used for welfare of poor and weaker section.” 

Though the new tax reforms are likely to cause short-
term pains to individuals and disruptions that could lead to a 
slow-down in the economy, its long-term gains and benefits 
to the country cannot be denied. Depending on how the GST 
transition is planned and handled, as well as how well the 
economic stakeholders adjust to the new system, the tax 
harmonization exercise could reduce the transaction cost of 
doing business in India and boost growth through significantly 
higher tax collections. 

Although indirect tax receipts from central excise, service 
tax and customs duty in 2016-17 was a little over $133 billion 
and was 22 percent more than a year ago, India’s tax collection 
ratio to GDP is among the lowest in the world. India’s tax-
to-GDP ratio at 16.6 percent is well below the emerging 
market economies (EME) and OECD averages of about 21 
percent and 34 percent respectively. A high tax-to-GDP ratio 

is a common feature of countries with high level of social 
security measures, as in countries such as Belgium, Denmark 
or the UK. Also, the level of tax compliance in most advanced 
countries is very high. 

Meanwhile, in India, of the 56 million individual enterprises 
and firms operating in the country only 18 million file tax 
returns annually; of the 42 million people employed in the 
organized sector, only17 million pay taxes; and finally, out 
of 1.4 million companies registered in India, only 600,000 
file tax returns, and only 36,448 firms showed profits above 
$150,000. These numbers are numbing considering the 
country has a booming stock market and an ever-increasing 
number of high net worth individuals (HNWI), as well as 
being a market where luxury villas, expensive cars and high-
priced vacations are always overbooked and where annual 
demand for gold at around 750 tonnes is among the highest 
in the world.

So, rather than viewing the GST as an antidote for 
everything that ails the Indian economy, it would be better 
to view it as the first step in a long overdue, but vital, 
consumption tax reform in the country. In this regard, the 
statement by the finance ministry that the GST is a work in 
progress and that the tax system will be further unified to 
have just one or two rates and that eventually real estate 
deals and petroleum products will also be brought under the 
GST domain is definitely encouraging.

Women in labor force increase by 
 2 percent, men by 0.4 percent

The number of women employed in Kuwait 
shot up by 2 percent, whereas the rate of 

men advanced by only 0.4 percent over the 
one-year period from March 2016. These figures 
and more were revealed in the latest statistics 
published by Kuwait Central Statistical Bureau 
(KCSB).

The report also shows that more than 
46,000 Indians were added to Kuwait’s labor 
pool in one year, with the number of Indians 
employed in Kuwait jumping by 9.2 percent 
from 498,906 in March 2016 to 544,945 this 
March. 

The second-highest number of foreign 
employees was from Egypt; the 449,490 
Egyptians together notched a 1 percent 
increase from their numbers in March 2016.

The quarterly figures from KCSB showed 
that the total manpower in Kuwait, excluding 
domestic helpers, was 1,955,479 in March, an 

increase of 53,078 (2.8%) over the same month 
last year.

Kuwaitis: The number of Kuwaitis 
employed went up from 349,044 in 2016 to 

353,604 in 2017, marking a 1.3 percent increase. 
According to the figures, Kuwaitis represented 
18.1 percent of the total labor force in the 
country. 

Though the number of Kuwaitis holding 
university degrees increased from 32.9 percent 
in March 2016 to 36.3 percent this year, the 
overwhelming majority of Kuwaitis (80.1%) 
continued to work in the public sector, which 
offers much more attractive perks and benefits, 
including more days off and less pressure.

Non-Kuwaitis: The number of non-
Kuwaitis employed increased from 1,553,357 
last year to 1,601,875 in March, a 3.1 percent 
increase. Non-Arab Asians constituted more 
than half of the labor community whereas 
Arabs represented 30 percent.

Domestics: Domestic helpers and their 
families numbered 2,628,113 this year, up by 
63,598 (2.5%) over last year. Domestic helpers
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d.i.y. Marmalade

Marmalade generally refers to a fruit preserve 
made from the juice and peel of citrus fruits boiled 
with sugar and water. But the alchemy that goes 
on in your maslin pan is a result of many variables 
that must be understood if you want to produce 
those pots of amber nectar. Here are some rules for 
making the perfect marmalade.

Know your fruit: When picking fruits for marmalade, pick 
those which have sharp, bitter juice as this marries with the 
sugar to make a perfectly balanced, sweet but pleasantly bitter 
preserve, filled with fresh fruit flavor. If you opt for orange, 
then lightly scrub the skins under running water before use. If 
are not an orange fan, you can also opt for other citrus fruits 
such as grapefruits, lemons and limes.
Go slow: Marmalade is a classic, slow-food 
experience so take time over every step of the recipe. . 
 Get everything ready: A maslin pan is a must. Its heavy 
bottom dissipates heat for an even boil, and the wide, deep 
sides ensure an efficient and even evaporation as well as 
preventing too many hot splutters of boiling preserve.  
Muslin squares are needed for most marmalade recipes to 
gather the pectin-rich pips and peel into a pouch. Tie with 
kitchen string or a thick rubber band.

A sugar thermometer is very useful for amateur marmalade 
makers.
Use jars with tight fitting lids. The most important thing is to 
sterilize and pot the marmalade correctly. A wide-necked funnel 
is not essential, but it is useful for reducing mess when potting. 
 Understand pectin: Pectin is the glue that sets marmalades 
and jams to a glossy gel. Different types of fruit contain 
varying levels of naturally occurring pectin. Certain fruits, 

such as Seville oranges, are rich in pectin and that is why when 
using those, collect the pips and pith in a muslin pouch to 
simmer with the chopped peel before adding the sugar. The 
long simmer releases the pectin into the liquid and is usually 
followed by a good squeeze of the muslin pouch to ensure 
every last bit has made it into your marmalade to make it set.  
Perfect that peel: Thin, medium or thick-cut peel is really 
a matter of preference but, whatever you choose, stick 
with it. ‘Best’ marmalade should be filled with perfectly 
uniform shreds, and these take time to slice. The peel 
also needs to be very soft before pouring in the sugar 
as it will not soften any more after the sugar is added. 
This is why some recipes require an overnight soak. 
Choose the right sugar: It is sugar that preserves 
marmalade, and with such a large proportion of it in your 
preserve, it is a good idea to understand which to choose. 
Granulated is the go-to sugar for marmalade making. Its larger 
crystals will dissolve quickly and cleanly, making a clear, amber 
liquid that best displays your perfectly suspended peel. White 
granulated and the unrefined golden granulated taste quite 
different to each other, and it is worth experimenting. White 
granulated makes a brighter marmalade, whereas golden 
creates a darker preserve and adds delicious, caramel tones. 
Dark brown sugars and treacle add depth and 
darkness to make moody marmalades. They should 
be added only if the recipe calls for them or when 
you are really confident at creating your own recipe. 
Preserving sugar has even larger crystals than granulated 
for a slower dissolve, so lessens the need to stir and 
skim. It also creates less froth for a clearer preserve.  
Jam sugar contains added pectin which means 
you may need to use this in marmalade made with 

juicing oranges to boost pectin and aid setting. 
Some recipes ask you to heat the sugar in a low oven 
before adding it to the pan. This stops the temperature 
in the pan from decreasing when the sugar is added and, 
consequently, reduces cooking time, which is preferable. 
All the sugar crystals must be dissolved before 
you turn up the temperature and boil for setting 
point. This may take 20 minutes or more. 
Timings are key: Some recipes call for you to soak the 
peel overnight before cooking. This means it will take 
less time to soften in cooking. Shorter cooking will 
result in a brighter, fruit flavored marmalade. Longer 
cooking makes for a mean and moody marmalade. 
 Sterilize: Before adding your marmalade to the jars, make 
sure you have sterilized them to prevent any unwanted 
surprises. Wash jars, lids and rubber jar rings in hot soapy 
water. Rinse, then transfer just the jars and lids to a roasting 
tin and heat in an oven preheated to 140 degrees Celsius (120 
degrees Celsius fan) gas 1, for 20 minutes. Keep all marmalade-
making utensils that are going to come in contact with your 
nectar in a large pan or stock pot covered in water on a low 
boil. Dip metal tongs into the boiling water to sterilize these 
as well before lifting utensils out, allowing them to cool in the 
air briefly before using.

Test for setting point: Once the sugar has melted and the 
syrup is clear, increase the temperature to a ‘rolling boil’, where 
the mixture will bubble vigorously all over the pan. On boiling, 
the pectin, sugar and acidic fruit will work together to make the 
marmalade set. There are three ways to test for setting point: 
The wrinkle test – Put some saucers in the freezer to chill for 
this test. After the marmalade has been on a rolling boil for 15 
minutes, remove it from heat and spoon a little on to a cold 
saucer. Leave for a minute to cool, then push your finger through 
the mixture – the marmalade’s surface will wrinkle if it is set. If 
it is not, re-boil for another five minutes, then repeat the test.  
The flake test - Dip a wooden spoon into the marmalade, 
hold above the pan and rotate a few times. A set 
marmalade will drop from the spoon in a flake of drips. 
The failsafe test - Using a sugar thermometer, which can be 
safely clamped on to the side of your maslin pan, is a great 
option for amateurs. The temperature needed for the setting 
point is 104.5 degrees Celsius. 
Pot perfectly: The jam needs to settle and thicken 
slightly for 15 minutes in the pan so the peel will be 
suspended throughout the marmalade. If you pot 
while it is hot, the peel will float to the top of the jars. 
Keep jars in their roasting tin from the oven 
while filling them with a sterilized ladle. 
Fill as full as possible for the least amount of ‘head space’, where 
air in contact with your marmalade might lead to contamination. 
If your jars have tight-fitting lids there is no need for 
wax discs, if not, then before screwing on the lid, 
add wax discs, shiny side down, to the surface of the 
marmalade to create a seal. Screw on the lid while hot. 
Give jars a final screw once cool and clean off any stickiness 
with a hot, wet cloth.
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The Underside of Uber 
Continued from Page 3

In fact, until recently, neither Uber’s board nor its other 
investors treated Kalanick’s attitudes toward privacy, workers’ 
rights, and women as serious issues, much less fireable offenses. 
They were too busy buying into — and, indeed, encouraging — 
Kalanick, who was often described in nod-and-wink terms like 
“brash” and “disruptive.” And each time an ethical misstep 
amounted to nothing, Kalanick’s — and, by extension, the 
company’s — sense of impunity intensified, enabling him and 
others to continue to push the boundaries of business ethics and 
human decency.

Even now that Uber has been forced to confront its failings, 
there are doubts about its commitment to change. Yes, Kalanick is 
out. And Uber’s board hired former Attorney General Eric Holder 
to review concerns surrounding the company. But will Holder’s 
recommendations – more than 40 in all – be implemented?

During a company meeting on the day Holder’s report was 
released, Uber board member David Bonderman equated the 
addition of more women board members with “more talking.” 
For a company facing sexual harassment claims, the comment 
displayed more than poor taste; it showed an appalling failure 
to grasp the gravity of the situation. The good news is that 
Bonderman resigned shortly after the meeting, suggesting that 
the company’s leadership may finally be ready to clean house.

Uber’s experience should serve as a cautionary tale for 
boards and investors far beyond Silicon Valley. Innovation and 
disruption are not the problem – far from it. But they must be 
linked to a sense of responsibility and corporate governance that 
ensures accountability.

For board members, this means recognizing the importance 
of a firm hand, beginning in the startup phase. For investors, 
it means looking beyond short-term returns, in order to avoid 
the damage to a company’s long-term health and wellbeing 

that can result when relationships with customers, suppliers, 
employees, and the communities in which it operates are not 
properly maintained. A company that allows disregard for ethics 
to become entrenched risks paying a steep price – as do its 
investors.

As for Uber itself, it may not be too late, though the company 
faces a long and difficult road ahead. The company needs root-
and-branch change, accompanied by a genuine and concerted 
effort to rebuild trust with customers, drivers, partners, and 
lawmakers. Only then can it move past not just the lawsuits it 
faces, but also the public mistrust that could irreparably harm 
its future performance.

If Uber’s leaders fully commit to such a transformation, 
they could achieve one of the great turnaround stories of our 
time. If they do not, Uber will become an acquisition target or, 
worse, a zombie company, unable to compete with more vital 
competitors that learn from it what not to do.

KD 5 or even less can trigger travel restriction
The travel ban can be imposed on 

any person even if the amount in 
dispute is less than KD 5. Minister of 
Justice, Minister of State for National 
Assembly Affairs Dr. Faleh Al-Azab  
said the administration of judicial fees has 
the right to impose a travel ban even if the 
‘debt’ does not exceed KD 5.

The Ministry sources added the 
Minister of Justice has no authority over 
the Sentences Enforcement Department 
which falls within the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Judicial Council and therefore 
any order must be made in coordination 
with the Public Prosecution and the 
Attorney- General especially since a 

judicial ruling is enforceable because it is 
issued in the name of His Highness the 
Amir irrespective of the amount of money 
involved.

The sources said that there is a 
department in the Ministry of Justice called 
the Department of Judicial Fees, which 
usually has the right to issue a travel ban 
on a person after a court ruling. Minister 
Al-Azab announced he had instructed 
the Sentences Enforcement Department 
and the Judicial Fees Department of the 
Ministry of Justice to prepare a vision 
to protect the dignity and freedom of 
citizens and expatriates especially if the 
money involved does not exceed KD 100.

Al Manshar Rotana launches ‘Ray 
 of Giving’ initiative

Wataniya Airways to operate 
 at Kuwait Airport

Al Manshar 
R o t a n a 

provided 100 bags 
of basic food items 
in support of Kuwait 
Red Crescent 
Society’s Ramadan 
Corporate Social 
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
Program.

The bags 
consisting of canned food items such as corned 
beef, chick peas, crackers, juice, water, and 
oatmeal were delivered to KRCS’s headquarters 
in Shuwaikh, which was then distributed to 

u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d 
n o n - K u w a i t i 
families in Kuwait. 
The objective of this 
initiative is to assist 
the needy families 
in the country by 
supporting them 
with the basic food 
items to sustain 

their family needs during Ramadan.
Al Manshar Rotana is consistently arranging 

different kinds of corporate social initiatives, 
non-profit organization collaboration and more 
community services year after year.

The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) on Sunday, 18 

June, handed over an Air Operators’ 
Certificate (AOC) to Wataniya Airways, 
boosting number of national carriers 
in Kuwait International Airport, DGCA 
President said. Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah 
made the remarks during the signing of 
the operation agreement with Wataniya Airways 
Board Chairman Ali Al-Fozan, hoping the carrier 
would boost commercial transportation in Kuwait.

He said the government of Kuwait was keen 
on developing commercial transportation and 
thus create the legislative environment for the air 
transport.

The DGCA, he added, hoped the 
new terminal would be ready by 
2021 to contain more passengers. 
He aded that the aviation sector 
was a great tool to development 
and would contribute to creation 
of jobs. He said Wataniya sought to 
develop national human resources 

and create job opportunities for the Kuwaiti youth 
“to take over the company’s command positions 
in near future.” Wataniya Airways, said Al-Fozan, 
would be using latest technologies, and follow 
operations and travel-related measures applied by 
the International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
and Air Transport Bureau (ICAO).
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Indian Doctors Forum organizes Gabqa 2017

The Indian Doctors Forum (IDF) successfully organized and 
celebrated its GHABQA 2017 on Saturday, 17 June at the 

Regency Hotel amidst a galaxy of Kuwaiti, Indian and dignitaries 
from other nations. The Ambassador of India to Kuwait H.E. Sunil 
Jain was the Chief Guest at the function.

The welcome address was delivered by the IDF General 
Secretary Dr. Surendra Nayak, wherein he welcomed the 
Chief Guest and other officials of the Indian Embassy, 
Ambassador of Republic of Senegal to Kuwait H.E. Abdou 
Lahad Mbacke, representatives of IDF’s parent organization, 
Kuwait Medical Association (KMA), Directors, consultants 
and doctors from various Ministry of Health and private 

sector hospitals, Eminent Kuwaiti and Indian Business 
leaders, Government Officials, Presidents and Office bearers 
of Indian Associations, Media Personnel and IDF members 
and their families.

The welcome speech was followed by the Presidential 
address by Dr. Abhay Patwari, President, IDF. He expressed 
his immense gratitude to all the attending Kuwaiti guests 
for being a part of this auspicious evening. Dr. Abhay stated 
that ‘Gabqa’, is a local tradition celebrated by certain GCC 
countries in the month of Ramadan after taraweeh prayers.

The Ramadan Message was then delivered by Dr. Khaja 
M. Sharfuddin. He strongly emphasized the importance of 

fasting during the Holy month of Ramadan and receiving 
its rewards in the form of spiritual as well as physical well-
being. Speaking on the occasion, the Indian Ambassador 
Jain expressed his happiness at the presence of such a large 
number of Kuwaiti guests at the event, which reflected the 
acceptance, love and respect they had for the Indian people. 

This was followed by a Ramadan Quiz conducted by Dr. 
Surendra Nayak along with Dr. Abhay Patwari, Dr. Rajendra 
Mishra, Dr. Gautam Hebbar and Dr. Imtiyaz Nawaz.

The event concluded with a sumptuous buffet dinner. 
After the dinner, all the guests were gifted with traditional 
Girgians gifts and Health Guide 2017.

Grand Hypermarket opens its 45th Branch

Kalyan Jewellers announces the winners of 
global campaign 'Shop & Win 30 Audi A3'

Grand Hypermarket, a leading retail chain in Kuwait, 
inaugurated its 45th branch in the region and the 10th in 

Kuwait on Monday, 19 June. The new branch, located in Mahboula, 
Block 1, was inaugurated by the Regency Group Managing Director, 
Anvar Ameen, along with Bader Saud Al-Sehli. The inaugural 
ceremony was attended by top government officials and leading 
figures in the socio-cultural and business spheres in Kuwait.

Abu Baker Mohammed (Regency Group Director), Ayyoob 
Kachery (Kuwait Regional Director), Dr. Abdul Fatah (Director),  

Mohammed Suneer (CEO), Thahseer Ali (GM), Sanin Wasim 
(Marketing and Business Development Manager),  and other 
management representatives also took part in the event.

Speaking at the event, Anvar Ameen promised the consumers 
that the new branch will deliver the same high quality products 
and service as the other branches in Kuwait. 

Ayyoob Kachery, for his part, stated that through this 
expansion the consumers have gained greater access to the 
products and services of Grand Hypermarket. 

Art of Living Association 
marks 3rd International 

Yoga Day

Art of Living Association, Kuwait celebrated the 3rd 
International Yoga Day on Wednesday, 21 June at 

American International School Maidan Hawally along 
with millions of people who celebrated it all over the 
world. Over 200 yoga enthusiasts came together for 
a yoga session including the Indian Ambassador to 
Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain, and First Secretary and Head of 
Chancery Shri Krishnan Kumar Pahel.

Participants watched the introductory 
message given by the Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi regarding the importance of 
encouraging active participation in yoga all 
over the world to bring people together and 
live in harmony. Then, the participants jointly 
did warm-ups and yoga asanas following the 
Yoga Protocol.

Subsequently, a live and interactive video 
session with a Senior Yoga Teacher Sri Dinesh 
Kashikar from Art of Living India was held 
where he taught pranayams and meditation. 

Kalyan Jewellers, 
one of the region’s 

most trusted and leading 
jewellery brands has 
announced the 30 winners 
of the ‘Shop & Win 30 Audi 
A3’ global campaign. Each 
of the 30 lucky winners 
will be getting an Audi A3 
Car from Kalyan Jewellers. 
The winners were chosen 
through raffle draws held 
in India, UAE, Qatar and 
Kuwait. As mentioned 
during the initial campaign 
announcement in April, of 
the 30 selected winners, 3 
were from Kuwait, 15 were 
from India, 8 from UAE, 
and 4 from Qatar. The 
cars keys will be handed 
over in the coming weeks 
after the formalities are 
completed.

The winners were 
overjoyed when the 
company informed them 

about their win. 
The Kalyan Jewellers 

global campaign was 
launched on 10 April, 
2017 and culminated 
on 9 June, 2017 in 
India, UAE, Kuwait and 
Qatar. The campaign  
marks the single largest 
offer of free Audi A3s in 
a raffle draw in India and 
GCC. 

The list of winners is 
as follows.

Name (As In Invoice) Country/City Coupon No

Abdul Bare Abdul Kuwait 79929

Shaik Khadar Basita Kuwait 15808

Azhagarasan R Kuwait 45469



11
The Times Kuwait         18 - 24 June, 2017
www.timeskuwait.com

The management of the Indian 
Community School Kuwait (ICSK) 

organized a program for the teachers 
of Class XII for the excellent results in 
the AISSCE 2017 on 15 June, 2017.  The 
program was conducted to appreciate 
the hard work put in by the Principal, 
Vice-Principal and teachers of class XII 
in achieving the target of no failures 

and a record number of distinctions in 
Kuwait. The staff was presented a cash  
award and a letter of appreciation for 
their sincere efforts.

The occasion was attended by the 
Honorary Chairman to the Board 
of Trustees Shaikh Abdul Rahman, 
Principal of ICSK Senior Dr. V. Binumon, 
Vice-Principal Dr. Sam T. Kuruvilla and 

teachers of class XII.
Shaikh Abdul Rahman, honorary 

chairman to the Board of Trustees, who 
chaired the meeting, expressed great 
pride at the success of ICSK students in 
the AISSCE 2017 and congratulated the 
teachers for the path breaking result. He 
said that this good result is the result of 
hard work of the students, support of 

the management, and the guidance of 
teachers. He appreciated the fact that 
80% of ICSK students have achieved 
distinction.

Dr. Sam .T. Kuruvilla, the Vice Principal 
expressed gratitude towards the 
management and the team of teachers 
and lauded the management for their 
support at every step. 

LOCAL

Kuwait Airways considers new US 
route as ban threatens travel

Kuwait Airways Co. is considering adding a 
flight to Washington, DC, or Chicago despite 

mounting US travel restrictions, as the Gulf 
carrier revives long-standing efforts to better 
compete with its more prosperous regional rivals.

The additions, which could also include 
new service to Seoul; Manchester, England; 
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina; or airports in 
China, Morocco and Saudi Arabia, are part of a 
wide-ranging restructuring as Kuwait Airways 
aims to return to profit and lure more high-end 
customers, Chairman Sami Al-Rushaid said.

There will be a “moderate expansion”, said 
Al-Rushaid, noting that some routes may start 
as early as this year. A reinstatement of a US 
travel ban on people entering the country from 
six predominantly Muslim nations won’t halt 
the deliberations. “We will continue with our 
expansion plans regardless.”

Kuwait Airways, one of the Gulf’s most 
successful airlines before the 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of the country destroyed many of its planes, has 
been trying to counter the growth of its bigger 
rivals Emirates and Etihad Airways for years. 
Its ambitions are being hampered by tough 

business conditions, with challenges ranging 
from US travel restrictions to reduced spending 
power in the region due to low oil prices.

In a bid to compete more effectively in a 
crowded aviation market, Kuwait Airways has 
been aiming for a privatisation since Parliament 
authorized a sale in 2008. That plan was 
recently delayed again after a parliamentary 
committee in June said it wants the company 
to remain under government ownership. If a full 
sale doesn’t go ahead, the carrier may decide to 
sell individual units, such as cargo and ground 
handling instead, Al-Rushaid said.

“I’d like to see the privatisation process 
proceed,” said Al-Rushaid, who took charge of 
the airline in April. “We are looking at different 
approaches.” Al-Rushaid is revising the carrier’s 
restructuring plan and expects it to post a 
profit by the fiscal year that ends in 2021. Kuwait 
Airways previously targeted profitability in 2019.

To help drive the turnaround, Kuwait Airways 
plans to focus on improving its service and 
financial performance by adding more lucrative 
routes. In recent years, Kuwait Airways has 
introduced a new first-class cabin on its Boeing 

Co. 777 and added a premium economy class. Its 
expansion comes as established carriers have 
been trying to make up for slowing growth by 
charging extra fees and cutting jobs.

Kuwait Airways, which competes on short-
distance flights with the locally based Jazeera 
Airways, currently flies to 38 destinations, 
including the biggest European hubs and 
southern Asian cities such as Mumbai and 
Bangkok. Its longest route serves New York via 
Shannon, Ireland. While the airline previously 
flew to Chicago through Amsterdam, it canceled 
the route in the late 1990s because the route 
wasn’t viable commercially.

The carrier’s new long-haul routes would 

be served by Boeing 777 planes that it already 
owns or has on order. Kuwait Airways, which 
still expects to take delivery of three more 
777-300ER models including the final one 
in August, will finance the deals through 
an initial sale and leaseback agreement  
signed this month with Kuwait-based Aviation 
Lease and Finance Co.

The airline also still expects to take delivery 
of 15 Airbus SE A320neo planes and 10 A350-
900s, whose financing will probably be a mix 
of bank loans and leasing, according to Al-
Rushaid. Aircraft deliveries should be completed 
sometime in 2021 and there are no plans for any 
more orders.

ICSK faculty honored for sparkling 
results in Class XII



The 3rd International 
Day of Yoga – 2017 

was celebrated in Indian 
Embassy’s premises 
on Saturday, 17 June 
with the participation 
of prominent Yoga 
organizations in 
Kuwait, namely Art 
of Living, Harmony 
House, Heartfulness, 
Sevadarshan, Amma 
Kuwait and Artistic Yoga.

A gathering of around 
250 persons participated 
in various Yoga asanas 
performed by Amma 
Kuwait and Sevadarshan. 
In addition, meditation 
and Pranayama sessions 
were held before the 
event concluded with a recital 
of Shanti Mantras by school 
children.

As part of International 

Yoga Day and to create greater 
awareness in people, the Indian 
Embassy held an online Quiz on 
Facebook and Twitter from 18-
22 June 2017.
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Over 31,000 take fake sick 
leaves for Eid al Fitr holidays

Hind Al Sabeeh, Kuwait’s Minister 
of Social Affairs and Labour, has 

warned of legal and administrative 
measures against state employees who 
failed to report to work following the Eid 
Al Fitr break. The state gave its employees 
three days off (Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday) to celebrate the feast marking 
the end of Ramadan.

However, thousands of employees took 
advantage of the weekend preceding the Eid 
and took Wednesday and Thursday off ahead 
of the two-day weekend to accumulate a 
nine-day Eid break. The employees in their 
scheme resorted to health centers in order to 
obtain “legal” sick-leaves for Wednesday and 
Thursday.

“Those who wanted to rest and extended 
their Eid break to nine days while people 
were keen on processing administrative 
transactions should retire and rest,” the 
minister said. “Salaries are public funds and 
I cannot tolerate abuses. Those who did not 
report to work will be held accountable,” she 
said on Thursday.

Reports said that several offices were eerily 
empty amid a high level of absenteeism amid 
state employees. Sources said that up to 
31,000 employees took out sick leaves to cover 
for their absence from work on Wednesday 
and Thursday.

“The rules and regulations will be 
strictly applied to deal with any unexcused 
absence from work,” the source said. “It was 
ridiculous to see senior officials and heads of 
departments show up at work while junior 
employees were not there to deal with people 
and routine office work.”

One report said that an ad-hoc committee 
might be formed to look into the sick-leaves 
accorded to fake patients and as a prelude to 
hold doctors accountable for abusing their 
position and giving out bogus certificates.

Extra days based on bogus sick leaves 
occurred in July 2015 in Kuwait when around 
30,000 public employees in Kuwait kept away 
from offices following the official Eid holidays.

 “These employees from various ministries 
and government establishments and 

institutions have secured the sick leave from 
public and private hospitals, allowing them 
not to report to work on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday,” a source at the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) said. The sick leaves extend 
the Eid holidays that started on Friday by five 
days, including the two-day weekend.

However, the CSC said it was launching a 
thorough investigation into all the sick leave 
cases to check whether they were genuine, 
assess their compliance with the regulations 
and to determine responsibilities. The probe 
included checking the patients’ health records 
and the names of the doctors who signed the 
leaves.

Several Kuwaitis have acquired the habit 
of reporting sick during the two or three days 
preceding or following Eid or official holidays 
in order to augment their days off and travel 
abroad.

“However, the extraordinarily high number 
of sick leaves has prompted the CSC to launch 
the investigation,” the source said. “The 
Commission has to make sure that the public 
interest is preserved and now wants the 
ministry of health to take the necessary legal 

measures against doctors who did not respect 
ethics and abused the system by issuing bogus 
sick leave, which amounts to forging official 
documents.”

Kuwaiti authorities have been struggling 
with absenteeism in the public sector after 
it reached alarming levels. An official report 
said only half of all employees showed up at 
work.

Kuwait’s Annual Leave Report, covering 
the period between January and March 2011, 
said half of the state’s employees were absent 
from work under various excuses, costing the 
country’s treasury more than KD 10.5 million.

The report, released by the Information 
System Centre, said statistics showed that 
46 percent of the total number of employees 
who did not show up for work cited illness as 
the cause. The 532,132 sick leave days taken by 
the employees were worth KD10.6 million.

The report said that February, even though 
it was the shortest of the three months in 
the study, had the highest percentage of sick 
leave applicants. Kuwait celebrated a string of 
national occasions during the month.

According to the report, 8,799 people 
made “false claims” during the three months, 

saying they needed to see their doctors, but 
did not bring back medical reports attesting 
to the visits.

In August 2012, a minister referred several 
employees for investigation regarding their 
absenteeism. Abdul Aziz Al Ebrahim, the 
then minister for electricity and water and 
state minister for municipality affairs, made 
the decision as he made an inspection visit to 
municipality centers.

 “Any failure by any employee reflects 
negatively on the services provided by the 
municipality to citizens and expatriate 
residents,” the minister said. 

In January 2015, two officers and four 
policemen were remanded in custody for 
absenteeism. Making an unannounced visit at 
6am to a police station in the capital Kuwait 
City, the interior ministry undersecretary, was 
shocked to find the place empty, except for a 
single policeman.

The senior official checked the shift 
schedule and discovered that two officers and 
four policemen were not on duty at the station 
as expected. He gave instructions to detain 
the absentees as a disciplinary measure.

Indian ambassador 
hosts Iftar party

Indian Embassy celebrates 3rd 
International Day of Yoga

The Ambassador of India to Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain 
organized an Iftar party at India House on 23 June, 

which was attended by the Ambassador of Kuwait to 
India, Kuwaiti Dignitaries and sixty prominent Indians. 
The guests enjoyed his hospitality and the variety of 
Indian snacks laid out for Iftar.
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Mysore in Kuwait. Universal Institute will provide required teaching material and extensive tutorial support/training 
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TMCA organizes grand Iftar Banquet

Ethiopian Airlines inaugurates 
 State-of-the-Art Cargo Terminal-II

Tamilnadu Muslim Cultural 
Association (TMCA) hosted 

a large and traditional Grand 
Iftar Banquet on Friday, 16 June 
at their new location Qadsiya 
Indoor Stadium, Hawally, 
Kuwait. 

Shri. Kishan Kumar Pahel, 
First Secretary and Head of 
Chancery and Shri. Anup Singh, 
Attache, represented on behalf 
of Ambassador of India to 
Kuwait H.E Shri Sunil Jain with 
the Special Guest Moulvi Sheikh 
Abdul Basith Buhari, young and 
energetic Indian Islamic scholar 
from Jeddah and many other 
personalities from different 
communities gathered for this program.

Around 1500 brothers attended the 

Iftar and graced the function. The Special 
Guest, Moulvi Abdul Basith Bukhari 
delivered a good address on the topic 

‘Responsibilities of parents towards 
their children and obedience of Children 
towards their parents’. The session focused 

on highlighting the importance 
of preserving and maintaining 
social unity and solidarity among 
the Ummah, citing historical 
events and true teachings of 
Islam and Sunnah.

The English part of this 
program has been well 
staged by ‘Peruvalanallur’ 
Br. Hidayathullah, former 
TMCA Vice-President and the 
Secretary-General of FIMA.  
Madurai Bro. S.M. Abdul Kadir, 
TMCA Executive Co-ordinator, 
elaborated in detail various 
activities of TMCA as well as 
its aims and objectives, and 
requested whole-hearted 

support to TMCA’s Education programs 
towards literacy advancement.

Ethiopian Airlines inaugurated on 29 June 
its state of the art Cargo Terminal-II. 

The inauguration event was graced by H.E. 
Hailemariam Desalegn, Prime Minister of the 
FDRE, H.E. Ahmed Shide, Minister of Transport 
and Tewolde Gebre Mariam, GCEO Ethiopian 
Airlines as well as other high level government 
officials and participants of the ICAO Cargo 
Forum.

Mr. Desalegn remarked: “Today, the 

national flag carrier has become the largest 
aviation Group and the fastest growing 
airline in Africa unrivalled in efficiency with 
shining operational excellence. Above all, 
Ethiopian Airlines has played an important 
and irreplaceable role in the development of 
the economy, export and import activities and 
foreign exchange earnings.”

Mr. Tewolde also acknowledged partners 
who has contributed for the successful 

completion of the project and further 
remarked: “The new Cargo Terminal-II 
combined with our existing Terminal-I will 
give us a total tonnage capacity of around 1 
million per annum which is the largest in the 
continent of Africa. This milestone will make 
Ethiopian Cargo & Logistics Services one of the 
world’s largest cargo terminals; comparable 
with cargo terminals in Amsterdam Schiphol, 
Singapore Changi, or Hong Kong.”

SPDK organizes Eid Milan

The Society of Pakistani 
Doctors in Kuwait 

(SPDK) held Eid Milan on 30 
June at the Kuwait Medical 
Association (KMA) hall, 
Jabriya. In attendance was 
the Ambassador of Pakistan 
to Kuwait H.E. Ghulam 
Dastgir and his family along 
with a large number of SPDK 
families. 

The Pakistan Ambassador 
said in his speech that due 
to mishaps in Pakistan Eid 

could not be celebrated the 
normal way. He added, “Eid 
is the name of happiness 
and happiness must be 
shared with community and 
we must not forget to share 
happiness with the poor 
people.”

President SPDK Dr. 
Shuja Uddin Mohammad 
showed his appreciation 
to all families for their 
participation in the Eid Milan 
party.
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Kozhikode District 
NRI Association 

(KDNA) hosted an Iftar 
gathering on 3 June at 
Community Hall, Jleeb 
Al Shouyukh.

The function was 
graced with the presence 
of distinguished guests 
from the various sectors 
of the society including 
social, cultural, religious, 
political, media and the 
participation of a large 
number of association 
members and family.

Association President 
Suresh Mathur presided 
over the function and 

a prominent Islamic 
scholar Ashraf Ekarool 

highlighted about the 
significance of Iftar.   

Gulf Bank is pleased to have continued its annual tradition 
of celebrating Gergean with children across Kuwait. The 

major portion of the Bank’s Gergean activities were carried out in 
partnership with the Kuwait Association for the Care of Children 
in Hospitals (KACCH) with the intention to bring laughter and 
smiles to hospitalized children. 

Gulf Bank staff volunteered their time to visit children in seven 
hospitals over the course of one week. The volunteers distributed 
Gergean bags and engaged the young patients in a series of fun activities 
such as games and coloring; face painting; henna, hair braiding; in 
addition to a variety of other activities. The visits to hospitals are 
considered an important part of supporting hospitalized children and 
their families.

The Institution of 
Engineers (IEI) Kuwait 

Chapter attended the 
Ghabka organized by 
the Kuwait Society of 
Engineers (KSE) on 5 June 
at J W Marriott Kuwait City.

The program was attended 
by many dignitaries including 
delegations of various Engineering 
associations of different countries 
based in Kuwait, Ministry 
Representatives and Kuwaiti 
Engineers. The Indian Engineers had the opportunity to interact with many Kuwaiti 
Consultant Engineers and discuss various ongoing projects and future developmental 
activities in Kuwait.

The delegation consisted of the Ex-Chairman Dr. Rumane, The General Secretary Engr. 
Thomas John, Committee Members Dr. Biswas, Engr. Sam Ananth, Engr. Gopalakrishnan, 
Treasurer Engr. Sudhir Menghani, Engr. Zaidi and Dr. Mahendhran

LOCAL

Gulf Bank celebrates Gergean 
with children in Kuwait

IEI Kuwait Chapter delegation 
attends KSE Ghabka meeting  KDNA hosts Grand Iftar

Chit Chaat with Dad – A Fathers’ 
Day special

Kuwaitis, expats decry the presence of hawkers 
in front of mosques
A number of citizens and residents 

expressed anger and resentment over 
the rampant widespread appearance of 
hawkers in front of mosques and houses of 
worship after Friday prayers every week.

The hawkers and vendors have turned the 
yards surrounding mosques into black markets 
to sell spoilt food items that are unfit for human 
consumption and can lead to several diseases as 
well as used clothes.

The citizens and residents have called on the 
Kuwait Municipality to take an urgent action in 
coordination with Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs to launch regular campaigns for preventing 
this farce which does not befit the sanctity of the 
houses of worship.

They explained that people with limited 
incomes are forced to buy such spoiled and rotten 
food items and other commodities due to their 
prices which are cheaper compared to the prices 
of the same in cooperative societies.

A Kuwaiti citizen Mohammed Al-Enezi 
lamented that the absence of monitoring by 
concerned authorities is encouraging this random 

trade in a way that does not befit the sanctity 
of the houses of worship. He insisted that it 
is high time for Kuwait Municipality, with the 
cooperation of Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs, to take urgent stern measures to prevent 
the negative aspects rampant in most of the 
mosques in the country.

Adel Mahmoud clarified that he has nothing 
against the trade of goods outside mosques 
especially after Jumaa prayers, as most of the 
goods are sold at paltry prices. He is happy that 
he can afford to buy a tin of subsidized milk at 
KD 2.750, which is usually sold only to citizens. 
Bandar Al-Mutairi expressed disappointment 
over the fact that the yards of most of the 
mosques across Kuwait have turned into ‘Souk 
Jumaa’ where everything is being sold from used 
clothing to other items.

Mansour Abdulnasser stressed that the 
problem is related to the fact that spoiled items 
are being sold at these makeshift markets outside 
the mosques on Fridays. He indicated that the 
items sold usually do not carry expiry dates like 
rice, sugar, cooking oil and dates, etc. Abdulnasser 

added, “This is a health catastrophe. The houses 
of Allah are sacred and should be respected.” Ali 
Al-Sayed explained that the hawkers bring spoiled 
and decayed fruits and vegetables which they 
usually pick from the trash bins of cooperative 
societies and add to their stock.

Unfortunately those with limited incomes 
become victims and end up buying these fruits 

and vegetables at cheap prices. Hosni Jamal 
stressed the need for concerned authorities to 
take strict move to bring down these random 
markets, affirming that most of the items sold 
there are expired and can have adverse effects on 
health. He revealed that he once bought a carton 
of eggplants for 250 fils only to realize later that 
the eggplants were full of worms

The ladies at Agnesian Alumnae of Kuwait 
(AAK) celebrated Fathers’ Day on Friday, 

16 June at Better Books, Salmiya, with the 
support of members and their families.

Five year old Garon Mascarenhas 
and his father Elwyn Mascarenhas sang 
the all-time Jim Reeves favorite ‘But You 
Love Me Daddy’ - the utterly cute and 
melodious rendition was the highlight  
of the evening. Then, children participated 
in a questionnaire on ‘Who Knows Daddy 
Best’ and Lloyd Dias, Praveen Luis and 
Naveen Pinto received applause as their 
children had correctly answered the most 
questions on them.

A photo contest conducted in honor of 
the occasion saw Melita Dsouza (Regional 
HR Manager of Pentair Inc, Dubai) placed 
Lavina Pinto and Felcy Tauro in 1st and 2nd 
places respectively.

Group games, forfeits and spot prizes 
kept the gathering entertained.  The 
members’ kids performed and danced for 
their fathers.

With the theme of the evening being 
‘Chit Chaat’, the Bhelpuri, Moong Dal 
Chaat and Papdi Chaat that were instantly 
mixed and prepared by the AAK ladies for 
everyone to snack on. 
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Scientists at the University of Notre 
Dame in the US have found that 

exposure to just 10 minutes of light 
at night suppresses biting and 
manipulates flight behavior in the 
Anopheles gambiae mosquito, the 
major vector for transmission of 
malaria in Africa.

Critical behaviors exhibited by the 
species, such as feeding, egg laying and 
flying, are time-of-day specific, including 
a greater propensity for nighttime biting. 
A recent report from the World Health 
Organization stated an estimated 212 million 
people worldwide are infected with the malarial 
disease, resulting in 429,000 deaths — mostly children.

Insecticide-treated bed nets and walls have helped prevent 
bites and reduce malaria, but researchers say mosquitoes are 
adapting to preventive conditions, leaving adults and children 
vulnerable in the early evening and early morning hours, when 
they are not under the nets or in the house.

For their study, the research team tested the mosquitoes’ 
preference to bite during their active host-seeking period by 

separating them into multiple control and test 
batches. Control mosquitoes were kept in 

the dark, while test batches were exposed 
to a pulse of white light for 10 minutes. 

Researchers then tested the propensity 
of the mosquitoes to bite immediately 
after the pulse and every two hours 
throughout the night, holding their 
arms to a mesh lining that allowed 

uninfected mosquitoes to feed while 
remaining contained. Results indicated 

a significant suppression. In another 
experiment, mosquitoes were pulsed with 

light every two hours, and using this multiple 
pulse approach the team found that biting could be 

suppressed during a large portion of the 12-hour night.
Researchers believe that pulses of light are more effective 

than constant exposure, as the mosquitoes would be less likely 
to adapt to light presented in periodic doses. The research 
team is testing the effectiveness of different wavelengths of 
light, such as red light, that would be less disturbing to adults 
and children while they sleep, with an aim toward developing 
field-applicable solutions.

Millions of people 
often rely on home 

blood pressure monitors 
to track that vital health 
sign. However, a new study 
suggests that readings 
from these devices could 
be inaccurate 7 out of 10 
times and would be putting 
patients at risk.

The researchers in 
Canada found the units 
were not accurate within 
five mmHg of blood pressure 
about 70 percent of the 
time. And the devices were 
off the mark by at least 10 
mmHg about 30 percent of 
the time.

The importance of 
ensuring home blood 
pressure monitors are 
accurate cannot be 
overstressed as inaccuracy 

in the readings could have 
serious consequences for 
people’s health. Regular 
monitoring and treating 
high blood pressure 
(hypertension) have been 
found to decrease the 
consequences of the disease. 

The team behind the 
study says that, rather than 
throw away such home 
blood pressure monitors, 
patients can minimize 
inaccurate readings by 

following some of these 
methods.

First, compare the 
blood pressure machine 
measurement with a blood 
pressure measurement in 
a clinic to determine the 
accuracy of home blood 
pressure readings.

Second, do several blood 
pressure measurements at 
different times and after 
different activities, and then 
base treatment decisions on 

these multiple readings.
Third, learn to use 

the equipment properly.  
Certain factors such as 
inappropriately sized arm 
cuffs or patients with a 
specific type of blood 
pressure, may combine with 
inaccurate readings to give 
some patients a “a false 
sense of security.

Home monitoring 
empowers patients and 
it is no doubt helpful for 
clinicians to have a bigger 
picture rather than just 
one snapshot in time. Many 
physicians request their 
patients to keep daily logs 
of their blood pressures 
using an automated device 
and immediately inform the 
doctor of any upward trend 
in the readings.

More than any change in food production systems, it is 
global dietary shifts away from meat consumption and 

using more efficient farming methods that are essential to stave 
off irreversible environmental damage and increase agricultural 
sustainability, says a new study.

Researchers examined more than 740 production systems for more 
than 90 different types of food, to understand the links between diets, 
agricultural production practices and environmental degradation. 

Using life-cycle assessments — which detail the input, output and 
environmental impact of a food production system — the researchers 
analyzed the comparative environmental impacts of different food 
production systems (e.g. conventional versus organic; grain-fed versus 
grass-fed beef; trawling versus non-trawling fisheries; and greenhouse-
grown versus open-field produce), different agricultural input efficiencies 
(such as feed and fertilizer), and different foods.

The impacts they studied covered levels of land use, greenhouse gas 
emissions (GHGs), fossil fuel energy use, eutrophication (nutrient runoff) 
and acidification potential.

The University of Minnesota researchers found that although high 
agricultural efficiency consistently correlated with lower environmental 
impacts, the detailed picture was extremely mixed. While organic systems 
used less energy, they had higher land use, did not offer benefits in GHGs, 
and tended to have higher eutrophication and acidification potential per 
unit of food produced. Grass-fed beef, meanwhile, tended to require more 
land and emit more GHGs than grain-fed beef.

However, the authors note that these findings do not imply conventional 
practices are sustainable. Instead, they suggest that combining the benefits 
of different production systems, for example organic’s reduced reliance on 
chemicals with the high yields of conventional systems, would result in a 
more sustainable agricultural system.

Interestingly, the team also found that a shift away from ruminant 
meats like beef — which have impacts three to 10 times greater than 
other animal-based foods — towards nutritionally similar foods like pork, 

poultry or fish would have significant 
benefits, both for the environment 
and for human health.

Larger dietary shifts, such as global 
adoption of low-meat or vegetarian 
diets, would offer even larger benefits 
to environmental sustainability and 
human health, the researchers added.

The scientists warned that 
a lack of action would result in 
massive increases in agriculture’s 
environmental impacts including 
the clearing of 200 to 1000 million 
hectares of land for agricultural use, 
an approximately three-fold increase 
in fertilizer and pesticide applications, 
an 80 percent increase in agricultural 
GHG emissions and a rapid rise in the 
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Adolescents, as sedentary as 60-year-olds

Change in global diet, farming 
methods, to sustain environment

Home blood pressure monitors 
 are wrong most of the time

Manipulating mosquitoes with light

Physical activity among children and teens is lower than 
previously thought, suggests a new study by researchers at John 
Hopkins University in the US. Other surprise findings from the 
study include: young adults after the age of 20 show the only 
increases in physical activity over the lifespan; and, starting at 
age 35, activity levels decline through midlife and into old age.

The study also identified different times throughout the day 
when activity was highest and lowest, across age groups and 
between males and females. These patterns, the researchers 
say, could help devise programs aimed at increasing physical 
activity by targeting not only age groups but times with the 
least activity. These findings come amid heightened concern 
that exercise deficits are contributing to the growing obesity 
epidemic, particularly among children and teens.

“Activity levels at the end of adolescence were alarmingly 
low, and by age 19, they were comparable to 60-year-olds,” 
says the study’s senior author, Assistant Professor Vadim 
Zipunnikov.

For their study, the researchers followed 12,529 participants 
who wore tracking devices for seven straight days, removing 
them for only bathing and at bedtime. The devices measured 
how much time participants were sedentary or engaged in light 
or moderate-to-vigorous physical activity. The researchers 

broke down findings into five age groups: children (ages six 
to 11); adolescents (ages 12 to 19); young adults (ages 20 to 
29); adults at midlife (ages 31 to 59); and older adults (age 60 
through age 84). Forty-nine percent were male, the rest female.

Activity among 20-somethings, the only age group 
that saw an increase in activity levels, was spread 
out throughout the day, with an increase in physical 
activity in the early morning, compared to younger  
adolescents. The increase may be related to starting full-time 
work and other life transitions.

For all age groups, males generally had higher activity levels 
than females, particularly high-intensity activity, but after 
midlife, these levels dropped off sharply compared to females. 
Among adults 60 years and older, males were more sedentary 
and had lower light-intensity activity levels than females.

The study confirmed that recommended guidelines were not 
being met. For instance, the World Health Organization (WHO) 
recommends at least 60 minutes of moderate-to-vigorous 
physical activity a day for children ages five to 17 years. The 
study found that more than 25 percent of boys and 50 percent 
of girls aged six to 11, and more than 50 percent of male and 75 
percent of female adolescents aged 12 to 19 had not met the 
WHO recommendation.
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Regardless of what type of lashes you are born with, there are 
endless mascaras, tools, and tricks out there that can give your 

peepers a major boost. Instead of wiggling on the same formula you 
have used for years, grab some cotton balls, pump that curler, and 
soak up these tips.

Apply multiple coats: Layering your mascara — just like you layer 
shadows for the perfect smokey eye — will not weigh your lashes 
down. What is important is choosing lightweight formulas that are 
easy to comb through and blend together seamlessly on the lash. 
If you find that your lashes look and feel too thick or clumpy from 
multiple formulas, a metal lash comb will be your new friend.

Find the right brush: Depending on what kind of lashes you have 
or are trying to achieve, your ideal wand can vary. A dual-ended 
comb wand is a great option for teeny-tiny lashes when you want 
to add length, while a volumizer mascara wand will latch onto even 
the longest, straightest lashes, thickening them up and offering 
added lift.

Always start with a curler: Lash curlers are essential to 
creating that wide-eyed, lifted look, and won’t damage your 
lashes as long as you use them properly. To get your best 
lashes ever, you absolutely must start with a good foundation, 
which is an eyelash curler. If you have short, straight lashes, 
a heated eyelash curler can make a big difference in terms of 
opening up your eye. If you have got long lashes, try a traditional 
model of eyelash curler. For those little ones in the corners of  
our eyes that never seem to curl properly, an individual curler will 
make a big difference.

Make the right moves with your wand: To get thick, separated, 
curled eyelashes, use a couple specific movements. You must 
wiggle the wand to the very root of the lashes and slowly zigzag 
the wand to the tip of the lash. Remember to bring the inner corner 
lashes to the start of the brow, the center lashes upward to the 
sky, and the outer corner lashes facing the tail of the brow. This 
intentional method of styling creates a gorgeous starburst effect 
that maximizes your lash real estate. Holding the wand vertically 
to paint individual lashes that need a little extra definition also 
helps. If you want to take your eyelash styling to the next level and 
add serious definition, consider innovative products that lets you 
coat each individual lash thanks to a unique stainless steel-tipped 
wand.

Keep your dryer and maybe cotton balls handy: There are a ton 
of hacks to elevate your eyelash game. You can always opt for semi-
permanent enhancements to your natural lashes in the form of 
dying and perming them, which is a great option if you have lightly 
colored and/or stick straight lashes. Speaking of stick straight 
eyelashes, if you find yourself sans lash curler, try the blowdryer 
lash curling hack — it’s a lifesaver if you’re in a pinch. Adding length 
is easy with the cotton ball eyelash lengthening hack.

Eyeliner is one of the most 
integral parts of your makeup 

looks. Sure the artistic cat-eye and 
smoky eye gazes are all about liner, 
but even some of the most natural, 
barely there makeup has some type 
of eyeliner involved. Why, you may 
ask? Because it’s a sneaky way to 
subtly call attention to your eyes, 
make lashes look longer, your eye 
color more vibrant, and even look 
more awake. Knowing what color, 
where to put it, and how to apply 
it are key skills that any makeup 
lover should have in her beauty 
repertoire.

There are three basic types of eyeliner: 
pencil, gel and liquid. Each has its own 
special application and skill level. 

Pencil eyeliner: This is the most 
common (and easiest) type and perfect 
for an everyday look. One of the biggest 
mistakes people make is not regularly 
sharpening their pencils. In addition to 
keeping them clean and bacteria-free, 
sharpening your pencil ensures you can 
get your line as close to your lash line 
as humanly possible. Dulled, rounded 
off points make for good shading (more 
on that later), 
but they lack the 
precision needed 
to connect your 
lash line to 
your lashes for 
that seamless 
appearance. So 

sharpen them regularly — just not too 
sharp. Remember, you’re putting this 
pencil in close proximity to your eyeball 
— you definitely don’t want to run the 
risk of maiming yourself with a sharp-as-
a-needle pencil tip. Ouch!

Gel eyeliners: They typically come 
in a pot and are applied with a brush. 
These can be a little trickier because 
you decide how much product is being 
applied, rather than with a pencil where 
it’s mostly a controlled amount. Gels 
have an amazingly creamy consistency so 
they can glide across the eyelid without 
pulling or tugging like a pencil can. One 
drawback is that unlike pencils, which 
are good to the last sharpening, gels are 
housed in pots and can dry out faster 
than other formulas.

Liquid eyeliners:  The most advanced 
liners are the liquid category. They can 
be unforgiving if you make mistakes, but 
once you master the delicacy needed for 
proper application, these inky beauties 
are unparalleled at creating cat-eyes and 
other dramatic eye shapes. They are the 
messiest of the three, which is why it’s 
crucial to find a technique that works 
for you and will help you avoid turning 

your eyelid into what looks like a third-
grader’s art project.

Various eyeliner looks
Shimmery bright:  Use a bright 

metallic liner to outline the outer ⅓ of top 
and bottom lash lines. Concentrate at the 
outer corners to help flick lashes upward, 
creating the illusion of an upturned eye.

Peachy keen: Line the inner rim of 
the lower lid with a flesh-toned pencil. 
This creates the illusion that the whites 
of your eyes extend farther. Apply black 
mascara to upper and lower lashes. 

Less Liner: Line bottom lash line from 
the outer corner halfway inward with 
a dark neutral color. Stay as close as 
possible to the lashline. Ignore the upper 
lash line entirely and just apply mascara 
to bottom and top lashes. Skip this if you 
have round eyes, which look best when 
the top lash line is darker and thicker.

Upturned ends: Draw a super-skinny 
strip of black liquid liner along the base 
of your upper lashes. Stay as close to the 
lash line as possible. When you get to the 
end, flick up and out to make the eyes 
appear larger. 

Halfway haute: Using black liner, start 
at the center of the top lash line and draw 

out, making it 
thicker at the 
outer corners.  
The thickness 
makes it look 
like your eye 
shape extends 
to where the 

Playing with eyeliner 

Wonderful 
wedges

There are no more quintessential shoes of laid-back 
summer vibes than wedges. An essential style, 

wedges elevate any look while maintaining a casual, 
effortless sort of chic. They are also the perfect shoes 
for when you want to bring heels on your next getaway, 
but need something that will be reasonable to move 
around in. Given their versatility, there are dozens of 
little styling adjustments you can make to mix in a 
fresh new style—whether it be with a maxi, jeans, a 
coatdress, or cool layering—that feels different from 
how you might have worn them last year. Here are a few 
golden rules when it comes to styling wedges.

Choose a unique material:  When you think of 
wedges, it’s easy to get stuck in a box of what they 
are supposed to look like: open-toe sandals with 
woven heels. While that does define classic wedges, 
this shoe style is more than just a summer go-to. 
Experiment with different finishes and materials 
for your next pair, and use it as a point of interest to 
make your outfit pop.

Use neutral tones:  For a warm-weather outfit, 
there is no better type of heels than wedges. Wedges 
in white or a similarly neutral tone work best if you 
are trying to emphasize a laid-back look that works 
for a cool summer vibe.

Go bold: Wedges in fluorescent colors are 
amazingly statement making, and with 

strappy design, they are just right for a 
night out. Proceed to style them 

with a bodycon 
dress or a metallic 
skirt. You can ease up 
on the color and go 
wild with amazingly 
vibrant print 
shoes, and with 
extra hardware 
like a buckle 
ankle strap, they 
are sure to be 
a bonus for any 
outfit. 

Pair with boyfriend jeans:  Tall platform wedges 
go great with boyfriend jeans. The high platforms are 
subdued by the casual look of the wedges paired with 
the slouchy, rolled-up hem on boyfriend jeans. Dress 
it all up with a statement-making top, or keep things 
simple with a tee.

Add a summer vibe with espadrilles: There Is no 
better summer version of wedges than espadrilles, 
and a lace-up option adds a feminine edge. The 
best style is to match a modern pair with light-wash 
d e n i m and a richly hued coat for relaxed style 
that still looks effortlessly polished. 

Alternatively, usher in a slew of 
easy-breezy outfits with a pair of 
suede flatforms that are begging 
to be teamed with white pants 
and a chambray shirt for a low-
key preppy look.

Dress down a formal 
outfit: Wedges can prove an 
unexpected way to bring any 
elevated outfit back down to 
earth. By choosing wedges, 
you can avoid overshooting the 

formality of an outfit while still 
opting for the added height and 

elegance of heels.

Get great lashesGet great lashes
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Electric multi-copter to take to the skies 
in Dubai this year
German aviation startup, Volocopter, 

just announced that it inked a deal 
with Dubai’s Road and Transport Authority 
(RTA) to begin testing a flying taxi service 
later this year, using its 18-rotor multi-
copters. The news further cements the 
city’s reputation as a testing ground for 
some of the transportation world’s more 
futuristic and outlandish ideas.

Volocopter’s Dubai experiment is 
scheduled to start in the fourth-quarter of 
2017, and is projected to last five years under 
the agreement with the RTA.

It was only earlier this year that the 
company revealed its first production 
model the Volocopter 2X at Europe’s largest 
general aviation trade fair. The 2X has a 
maximum range of 27 km when flying at a 
speed of 70kmph. Its maximum flight time 

is 27 minutes at an optimal cruise speed of 
50kmph, but if range were no concern, the 
2X can fly at a maximum speed of 100 kmph.

Volocopter will not be the only flying taxi 
service buzzing through Dubai’s airspace. 
RTA also recently struck a deal with the 
Chinese drone company Ehang to test its 
single-person quad-copter as a transit 
alternative. Uber is also in talks with the 
emirate city to publicly demonstrate its own 
flying taxi service in 2020.  

Dubai has a reputation as a testing 
ground for some the transportation world’s 
more futuristic and whacky ideas. The city 
is working with Los Angeles-based startup 
Hyperloop One to build the world’s first 
passenger-ready hyperloop to be ready in 
time for the emirate’s hosting of the 2020 
World Expo.

Amazon now wants to sell you groceriesGoogle to give any app the power of object recognition

Firefox launches Focus for ad-free browsing on Android 

Get great lashesGet great lashes

Smartphones have fast become the new 
frontier of artificial intelligence. Algorithms 

that used to run in the cloud, beaming results 
down to our devices via the internet, are now 
being replaced by software that runs directly on 
phones and tablets.The latest example of mobile 
AI from Google is the release of MobileNets, a 
set of ‘machine vision neural networks’ designed 
to run directly on mobile devices. 

MobileNets can be used to analyze faces, 
detect common objects, geo-locate photos, 
and perform fine-grained recognition tasks, like 
identifying different species of dogs. These tools 
are extremely adaptable, and could be put to a 
number of different uses, including powering 

augmented reality features, or creating apps to 
help the disabled.

For consumers, this is going to mean more 
mobile apps with AI functions as developers 
start incorporating these tools. Running these 
sort of tasks directly on-device has a number 
of benefits for everyday users, including faster 
performance, greater convenience in that you do 
not have to connect to the internet, and better 
privacy.

The next step for mobile AI could probably 
be specially designed mobile processors. Both 
Google and Apple have dropped hints they might 
be crafting such silicon, and ARM has already 
released a first early batch.

In answer to the desire by many consumers 
for greater internet privacy, Firefox has 

just released an Android version of its private 
browser Firefox Focus with ad blocking built in 
at the core. 

Firefox claims that by blocking ads and ad trackers, 
the browser can help users browse faster and save 
money on their data plans. 

The Android version also has additional features 
compared to the previously released iOS version: a 
counter listing the number of ads blocked so far, an 
option to disable the tracker blocker, and a notification 
reminder that Firefox is still running. Firefox Focus 

also blocks screenshots by default in stealth mode on 
Android, but not on iOS.

This mobile release comes just days after Firefox 
updated its browser to version 54, which includes a 
speed boost and more processing power, signaling how 
Mozilla is ramping up its game against competitors.

Last week Amazon announced 
its largest acquisition ever: 

a $13.7 billion deal to buy Whole 
Foods, the popular, pricey, and 
frequently organic grocery chain. 
The purchase underscores just  
how seriously Amazon values its future 
role in the $600 billion a year grocery 
business in the US.

It has long been a dream of tech 
companies to break into the grocery 
business, and there is a similarly long 
list of tech companies that have failed in 
the process. But the tide may be turning 
in favor of grocery delivery services. A 
report earlier this year estimated that 
20 percent of grocery purchases would 
be made online by 2025, representing 
$100 billion in sales.

By purchasing Whole Foods, Amazon 
buys its way into a business it has 
long been trying to crack, sets itself 
in a much stronger position for online 
grocery sales, and acquires 460-plus 
retail stores that can be used for an 
assortment of operational purchases, 
from holding delivery lockers to 
becoming distribution centers for food 
deliveries.

Online sales could certainly be a large 
part of this whole deal: Amazon has 

name recognition in that, and has built 
warehouses and shipping infrastructure 
across the country. But that 
infrastructure has not been optimized 
for groceries, and picking up Whole 
Foods is a quick method for Amazon to 
buy its way into a challenging skillset: 
managing inventory that, unlike the 
many gadgets and home goods Amazon 
sells, frequently expires or spoils.

Amazon did not just buy Whole Foods 
grocery stores. It bought 431 upper-
income, prime-location distribution 
nodes for everything it does.

If Amazon can manage to transform 
current or future Whole Foods locations 
into combo grocery stores / delivery 
and pickup locations, it could rapidly 
open up online ordering to more and 
more customers.

Keeping Whole Foods locations up 
and running should also make Amazon 
a more formidable competitor to 
Walmart and other top grocery chains. 
Walmart and Amazon have long 
been retail rivals, approaching sales 
from different ends of the spectrum: 
exclusively online for Amazon, and 
mostly in-store for Walmart. But both 
companies are rushing toward the 
center. 
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Paris: Known for its elegance and joie de vivre, 
Paris is a grand European capital city. The 
French have an expression that “there is only 
one Paris” (“il n’y a qu’un Paris”) because this 
magnificent city is truly incomparable. Even 
the polished photos in tourist brochures do 
not do justice to the beauty of Paris. The city is 
filled with architectural masterpieces, like the 
famous Eiffel Tower and the majestic Notre-
Dame Cathedral that reflect the city’s rich 

heritage. The Louvre contains one of the 
finest art collections in the world. For French 
Impressionist art, the Musée d’Orsay and 
the Musée de l’Orangerie offer endless treasures. 
Normandy: This is a quaint pastoral region, 
covered with apple orchards and cow pastures 
and dotted with historic castles, inspiring 
churches, and picture-perfect towns. Normandy 
also boasts one of France’s top tourist 
attractions, Mont-Saint-Michel. Known as the 
‘The Heavenly Jerusalem’, this 11th- to 13th-
century Gothic abbey was a medieval pilgrimage 
site and is now listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. For those seeking relaxation, 
Normandy’s seaside resorts Deauville, Trouville, 
Dieppe, Étretat, and Fécamp are wonderful 
summertime destinations. 
The Alsace Region: The historic cities 
of Strasbourg and Colmar, along with the 
hundreds of Alsatian villages, have a charming 
character that is completely distinct from the 
rest of France. The architecture and ambience of 
Alsace was influenced by neighboring Germany, 
as seen in the brightly-painted, half-timbered 
houses and venerable Gothic churches. 
Strasbourg enchants visitors with its narrow 
cobblestone streets, scenic canals, and ornate 
cathedral. Colmar is the quintessential Alsatian 

town, full of interesting old churches 
and traditional houses with 
flower-bedecked balconies. 
Outside these two cities is 
an unspoiled landscape 
of vine-covered 
foothills. 
The Burgundy 
Region: For a taste 
of quintessential 
France, visit 
the Burgundy 
countryside. This 
pastoral landscape 
of lush woodlands 
and rolling hills 
is dotted with 
impressive monuments. 
Romanesque churches, 
ancient towns, and inspiring 
old abbeys attesting to a rich 
cultural heritage that dates back to the 
Middle Ages. Top attractions are the historic 
city of Dijon, with its aristocratic palaces, the 
medieval town of Beaune that delights with its 
old-world charm.
The Côte d’Azur: The French Riviera is a 
glamorous stretch of Mediterranean coastline 
known in France as the Côte d’Azur because of the 

mesmerizing azure-blue waters. The 
Côte d’Azur has something for 

everyone. Nice is the place 
to enjoy life, visit art 

museums, and stroll 
along charming 

c o b b l e s t o n e 
streets and 
stunning seaside 
b o u l e v a r d s . 
S a i n t-Tr o p e z , 
Cannes and 
M o n a c o  a r e 

glitzy resort 
t o w n s , 

playgrounds for 
the rich and famous 

that are dotted with 
lavish vacation villas, 

luxury hotels, gourmet 
restaurants, private beaches, 

and yacht-filled marinas. Many 
sunbathers and nature lovers prefer Antibes for 
its expansive sandy beaches and natural 
environment.
The Châteaux of the Loire Valley: Like the 
scene of a fairy tale, the Loire Valley is a lush, 
wooded landscape dotted with magnificent 
castles along the gently flowing Loire River. 

Stretching for 280 kilometers, from Sully-sur-
Loire to Chalonnes-sur-Loire in Anjou, the 
Loire Valley is the largest UNESCO-listed site 
in France. The region boasts an incredibly rich 
cultural heritage. During the 15th and 16th 
centuries, France’s kings built sumptuous 
country retreats here purely for entertainment 
and enjoyment. Extravagant châteaux, such 
as the grandiose Château de Chambord and 
the emblematic Château de Chenonceau, offer 
insight into the opulence of the Renaissance-era 
French court. 
The French Alps: Boasting some of the most 
awe-inspiring natural scenery in the world, the 
French Alps draws many tourists for alpine 
skiing, snowboarding, and cross-country skiing. 
Besides the spectacular mountain terrain, the 
region also has a rich cultural heritage linked to 
the ancestral territory of the Italian royal House 
of Savoy as well as the historic Dauphiné region. 
The lovely mountain village of Chamonix offers 
traditional alpine charm, while Annecy has an 
ancient château, lakeside scenery, and fairy tale 
ambience. 
Prehistoric Caves in the Dordogne and the 
Pyrenees: France’s Dordogne region boasts 
incredible sites for viewing prehistoric cave art. To 
admire the masterpieces of prehistoric man, the 
UNESCO-listed Lascaux Cave in the Dordogne’s 
Vallée de la Vézère is a must-see site. This 
cave contains beautifully rendered prehistoric 
paintings, among the finest examples of 
Paleolithic art in the world. In the mountainous 
Pyrenees region is the Grotte du Mas d’Azil, an 
amazing cave decorated with intricate drawings. 
Visitors may view reproductions of the cave 
paintings along with prehistoric artifacts at 
the nearby Musée de la Préhistoire (Prehistory 
Museum). 

Ex perience the best ofEx perience the best of

France
The French affectionately call their beloved homeland 
“l’Hexagone” because of its distinct six-sided shape. This 
beautiful and diverse land is bordered by the English Channel, 
the Atlantic Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, Italy to the 
south, Switzerland and Germany to the east, and Belgium to 
the north. From the seaside to the mountains, each region 
of France has its own unique character: the awe-inspiring French 
Alps, sun-drenched rural Provence, the glamorous French Riviera, 
the scenic coastal province of Brittany, and charming Alsace with 
picture-perfect hamlets nestled in vine-covered hills.

 Cirque de Gavarnie in the
Pyrenees Mountains

The mountainous Pyrenees region is an inspir-
 ing place that offers both natural splendor
 and spiritual wonders, with many sacred
 pilgrimage sites. The UNESCO-listed Cirque
de Gavarnie is nature’s version of a cathe-

 dral. Forming a semicircle, the awesome
 3,000-meter-high granite rock walls are
 draped with dramatic waterfalls that lead
 down to rushing rivers and peaceful streams.
 The entire Hautes-Pyrénées region is part of a
national park, the Parc National des Pyré-
 nées that borders Spain. Within the park are
 hiking trails through lush forests and verdant
 .valleys
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GCC witnesses significant hike in tourists 
from India
In 2016, the GCC witnessed an unprecedented 

spike in arrivals from India, with both Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi naming the country as their 
top source market for the year. There was an 
increase of 15 percent in the arrivals from India 
in 2016, following a 20 percent rise in 2015, 
according to official tourism figures published 
by Dubai’s DTCM and Abu Dhabi Tourism and 
Culture Authority, respectively.

In 2015, India became Dubai’s number one 
source market for overnight visitors. Figures 
released by the Department of Tourism and 
Commerce Marketing reported 1.8 million 
overnight tourists had traveled from India to 
Dubai in 2016, and in the first quarter of 2017, 
India was the first ever market to record nearly 
580,000 visitors in any one quarter, with a 
massive 23 percent growth in arrivals between 
January and March.

India’s outbound tourists in the luxury 
and MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, 
Exhibitions/Events) segment is projected to 
increase to 6.5 million annually by 2020, says a 
new report. The report published ahead of the 
5th Annual MICE India and Luxury Travel (MILT) 
congress (MILT), by the Ministry of Tourism, 
shows a 30 percent jump in three years’ time 
from the current 1.5 million outbound MICE 
travelers and 3.6 million luxury travelers. This 
figure is in line with that provided by global credit 
card company, Mastercard, which forecasts 
both these market segments in India to grow at 
a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 8.6 
percent to 2020.

The 5th annual MILT congress, which is being 

organized by Dubai-based QnA Global on 27 – 
28 July in Mumbai and on 1 – 2 August in New 
Delhi, is aimed at supporting travel and tourism 
businesses in the region to capitalize on India’s 
huge outbound tourism growth potential.

In 2016, India ranked as the fastest growing 
outbound business travel market of any country 
in the world, with the World Travel and Tourism 
Council (WTTC) reporting spending in this 
segment increased 5.4 percent over the year. 
Not only is the market growing in volume and 
value but, following the introduction of more 
direct flights to key cities across the world, 
Indian travelers now venture further than ever 
before.

For example, arrivals in Sweden have 
increased steadily over recent years and, with 
740,000 tourists arriving from India in April 
2017, the country remains as one of the top 10 
source markets in the world.

Data published by Skyscanner also named 
Singapore, Australia and Malaysia as the most 
searched for destinations by Indian travelers, 
with growth at 202 percent, 67 percent and 46 
pecent respectively, Year-to-Date (YTD).

The largest and fastest growing segments 
in India’s outbound market are large groups, 
weddings, incentives and events. Only a decade 
ago, these segments were low yield business but 
economic growth in India has changed things 

and now these segments, along with budget, 
have become high yield business.

As countries around the world continue their 
efforts to attract the Indian market to their 
destination, marketing spends have increased 
aggressively with the aim to improve brand 
visibility. 

Ackash Jain, Director, QnA Global said, 
“The growth we see in the Indian market is 
unmatched. India has emerged as the world’s 
fastest growing outbound market second only 
to China. The growth of the Indian outbound 
travel industry is at a very exciting phase, and we 
continue to cater to this dynamic and lucrative 
segment.”

Price of vulnerability

What would David Cameron, the 
former British Prime Minister, look 

like if he were homeless? How would you react if you saw Kim Jong-
un, the North Korean leader, walking with no shoes?

The Vulnerability Series is an exhibition by Brussels-based 
Syrian  painter Abdalla Omari, is part of the latest exhibition in one 
of Ayyam Gallery’s two spaces in Alserkal Avenue in Dubai. The 
exhibition which runs till 6 July is titled The Vulnerability Series. 

The artist’s aim is “to take away [the world leaders’] power, not 
to serve me and my pain but to give [them] back their humanity, 
and the audience an insight into what the power of vulnerability can 
achieve”.

The Syrian artist gives world leaders a makeover with a 
difference. He takes them out of their fine suits and paints them as 
refugees. It is the kind of role-reversal designed to hammer home 

an uncomfortable reality. Donald Trump, Bashar Al Assad, Vladimir 
Putin and Barack Obama are portrayed as  refugees, standing in 
bread lines, clad in torn clothes, with dirt-smudged faces and sad 
eyes,  appealing to the viewer for sympathy.

Al-Omari says his exhibition is a reaction to his plight as a refugee: 
“I wanted to imagine how all these powerful leaders in the world 
would look if they were in our shoes. As the anger grew inside me I 
wanted to have sweet revenge, but with art.”

Al-Omari says he wanted to “disarm” the leaders by picturing 
them outside their positions of power. The media, he says, focuses 
on the numbers of refugees but neglects the personal stories behind 
these figures. “When you know the personal story of someone, you 
connect with them,” says Al-Omari.

The refugee crisis has claimed the lives of thousands. Despite 
this, little has been done to change the situation.

Climate change may make 
Middle East and North 
Africa uninhabitable

scientists and studies warn that 
climate change may make the entire 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
region susceptible to some of the more 
severe consequences of global warming, 
including lethal heat waves, extensive 
drought and rising sea levels.

Dr. Benjamin Cook, a NASA scientist 
at the Goddard Institute for Space 
Studies, said that the region is particularly 
vulnerable to climate change.

“The MENA region and the 
Mediterranean can expect reduced 
rainfall, increased intensity and 
occurrence of droughts, and much more 
severe heat extremes,” he said.

“The whole region is already highly 
sensitive to drought because of the 
limited water resources, and this area is a 
place where we really expect the drought-
related impacts of climate change to 
be particularly important. Sea level rise 
is likely to have a big impact anywhere 
along the coast, especially on cities and 
settlements that are right at sea level,” he 
added.

Cook warned that “the further we 
move into the future, and the stronger 
the warming, the clearer and stronger all 
of these impacts will be”.

Climate change will further widen the 
gap between food surpluses in centers of 
supply and deficits in centres of demand, 
spurring the movement of larger volumes 
of food around the world.

The region is also the most “food 
import-dependent in the world” and 
more than one-third of all basic foods are 
imported.






