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The COVID-19 crisis that 
devastated the lives and 
livelihood of people and 

played havoc on economies both 
big and small across the world, 
has also taken a heavy human and 
economic toll on Kuwait. Since the 
first infections were reported in 
the country in late February 2020, 
the authorities have exerted their 
best efforts to contain, control and 
mitigate the impact of the virus on 
people and the economy of the 
country. 

With uncharacteristic alacrity, the 
government responded promptly 
to the emergence of the virus in 

the country by introducing several 
precautionary and preventive 
measures. Some of these broad-
based early steps included halting 
international flights, shutting down 
operations at air- and sea-ports, 
sealing land borders, suspending 
business activities, closing 
educational institutions, banning 
public gatherings, and imposing a 
stringent 24-hour curfew. 

Though some would argue that 
several of these steps were excessive 
and did more harm than good, 
Kuwait has persisted with variants of 
these measures for what is arguably 
one of the longest and continuous 
stretches of restrictions in the world. 
For instance, educational institutions 
that were closed immediately after 
the first cases were reported on 24 

February 2020, have for the most part 
remained closed for more than a year 
now. This has severely jeopardized 
learning and education, as well as 
the future of nearly 750,000 students 
who are enrolled in schools, colleges 

and other educational institutions 
across the country.

Lockdowns, curfews, and other 
precautionary and preventive 
measures against the spread 
of infections have also sharply 

reduced or restricted mobility 
and interactions among people, 
significantly curbed business 
activities, curtailed private spending, 
deterred investment activity and 
impacted the overall GDP of the 
country from the beginning of the 
second-quarter of 2020. Real GDP, 
which in the first-quarter (1Q) of 
2020 posted a modest decline of 1.1 
percent, is now estimated to have 
contracted by 7.9 percent over the 
whole of 2020. 

Protracted preventive and 
protective measures in place, as 
well as the relatively meager fiscal 
mitigation support provided by 
the government have led to non-
oil growth, which contracted by 3.5 
percent in 1Q, declining even further 
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Lopsided decision on entry of 
expatriates criticized

Government’s decision to continue 
a ban on entry of foreigners while 
selectively permitting domestic 

workers to return has been criticized by the 
private sector.

Since the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic in early 2020, the government 
has introduced various measures in a bid 
to contain and control the spread of the 
infection in the country. These restrictive 
precautionary steps, including a ban on 
entry of foreigners through the country’s 
land, sea and air borders, have resulted 
in nearly half a million expatriates being 
stranded abroad unable to enter Kuwait. 
In addition, hundreds of thousands more 
have lost their right to enter the country 
due to expiry of their residency permit 
while abroad.

Government’s decision to shut down 
airport operations on more than one 
occasion, halt issuing work permits, 
suspend direct flights from nearly three 
dozen countries, as well as a ban entry 
of all foreigners in recent months, have 
together led to over 468,000 expatriates 
being stranded abroad. More than 205,000 

foreigners have also permanently lost 
their right to return following expiry and 
inability to renew their residency permits 
while abroad. 

Decision by the authorities to selectively 
permit the entry of some workers while 
banning the entry of valid residency 
permit holders has been criticized by many 
employers in the private sector. Businesses 
in the private sector have long decried 
the government’s lopsided decision to 
allow the entry of domestic workers while 
those workers with valid residency permits 
have been denied entry. They said the 
decision had resulted in severe loss to their 
businesses and a slowdown in construction 
projects.They pointed out that many of 
these workers are essential to the daily 
operations of their businesses and in 
ensuring efficient and effective running of 
projects.

While not denying the importance of 
preventive and safety measures taken 
by the authorities, employers demanded 
a standard and rationale with regard 
to entry of expatriates. In response, 
the Council of Ministers’ Coronavirus 
Emergency Committee is understood to 
be contemplating opening the borders 
once the country achieves the necessary 
community immunity threshold, by 
vaccinating at least 70 percent of the 
population. But this is expected to be 
achieved only by the end of the year at the 
earliest, which is indeed a long time to hold 
up business and economic activity in the 
country for want of workers.

Increased pace of vaccination in recent 
weeks could see Kuwait dispensing one 

million doses of the vaccine in the coming 
days. Number of people being vaccinated 
daily has witnessed a sharp rise following the 
ready availability of vaccines, the opening 
of several new vaccination centers, the 
launch of mobile units dispensing vaccines 
in targeted areas, and the larger turnout of 
people seeking vaccinations 

It is expected that achieving the million 
dose vaccination milestone, along with 
improvements in the epidemiological 
situation in general could see the authorities 
relaxing some of the precautionary 
restrictions currently in place by the end of 
the Eid holidays.

While the governorates of Hawalli, 

Al-Ahmadi, and Al-Farwaniyah still 
continue to register new cases, the pace of 
infections and those seeking emergency 
care in intensive care units have dropped 
in recent days leading to hopes that the 
peak of this wave of infections may have 
been reached.

Noting the effectiveness of vaccination 
in reducing hospital admissions, critical 
cases, and deaths, Chairman of the Supreme 
Advisory Committee for Coronavirus Dr. 
Khaled Al-Jarallah said last week that this 
underlined the importance of vaccinations. 
Citing the rise in hospitalizations and critical 
cases among unvaccinated citizens and 
expatriates, he added vaccinating everyone 
was critical to ensure a speedy return to 
normal life.

Kuwait nears one million
milestone in vaccination drive

Blood Bank 
calls for platelet 
donations
Central Blood Bank has appealed to the 

public for volunteers to donate blood 
platelets due to a shortfall in stocks.

Platelets, or thrombocytes, are small, 
colorless cell fragments in our blood that form 
clots and stop or prevent bleeding. Platelets 
are made in our bone marrow, the sponge-like 
tissue inside our bones that contains stem cells 
which develop into red blood cells, white blood 
cells, and platelets.

Since they control bleeding in our body, 
platelets are essential to surviving major 
surgeries such as organ transplants surgeries, 
as well as fighting cancer, chronic diseases, and 
traumatic injuries. 

In the appeal, made on its Twitter account, 
the bank stated that the following specifications 
must be met by donors before the platelet 
donations could be accepted:

The donor should be aged between the ages 
of 17 and 70. They should not have engaged 
in any donations of blood or its derivatives 
recently. And, in the case of women donors, 
they should never have been pregnant.

Donors should also not be taking any 
medications recently and must not have eaten 
greasy snacks for at least five days before the 
donation, as it affects proper functioning of 
platelets.

The Kuwait Mobile ID app designed and 
launched over a year ago by the Public 

Authority for Civil Information (PACI) is proving 
to be extremely popular with people in Kuwait, 
due to its convenience, ease of use and the 
versatility of its usage.

Disclosing that within the past week more 
than 40,000 new users registered on the app 
within just two days, Director-General of PACI, 
Musaed Al-Asousi, noted that one year after the 
launch of the Kuwait Mobile ID app, the number 
of users of the application have reached 

more than one and a half million, and that the 
application has contributed to facilitating the 
implementation of many services provided 
by the government and private agencies, 
including using the app to verify the identity of 
an individual without using the original civil ID.

He added that the electronic linking of 
government agencies with the Kuwait Mobile 
ID app proves the success of the authority in 
finding a safe and certified digital alternative to 
the civil ID card, and which can be used in all 
government and private agencies.

Mobile ID app growing in
popularity and usage
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The horrendous murder of a young 
woman in Kuwait last week has 
sparked unprecedented outrage 

among the public, and on social media 
platforms, against the murder and 
continued harrassment and assault of 
woman in the country.

On 20 April, the body of a young woman 
was found outside a hospital in Mubarak Al-
Kabeer governorate to the south of Kuwait 
City. The victim, later identified as Farah 
Hamza Akbar, had been stabbed multiple 
times around her heart. Within hours of her 
brutal murder the authorities apprehended 
the murderer who later confessed to his 
crime.

The murderer, who has not been named, 
is identified as the same person who had 
been stalking and harassing the victim 
for a while. The victim’s family had earlier 
filed two cases of harassment against 
the man after he began tormenting the 
victim following the family’s rejection 
of his marriage proposal to Farah. Police 
had arrested the man on the harassment 
charges brought against him by the family, 
but he was later released on bail.

According to police sources, it was while 
out on bail that he stopped and kidnapped 
the victim on Tuesday, while she was out 
driving on the highway. 

He then allegedly took her to an 
undisclosed location where he stabbed her 
multiple times around the heart and then 

left the bleeding body outside the hospital.
A video circulating on social media 

showed the victim’s sister crying and saying 
that she had notified authorities of the 
threat posed by the murderer, but that her 
pleas for protection had been ignored.

“That is what we got, exactly what we 
said, that he is going to kill her, and he 
killed my sister. Where is the government? 
We told the judge. I told you many times he 
would kill her, and now she’s dead,” she is 
heard saying in the video footage.

Several social media users held the 
authorities responsible for the killing, saying 
that they should not have released the 
perpetrator after he had threatened to kill 

the woman multiple times. One comment 
said: “We have a problem of harassment in 
this country, and I have had enough.”

The murder comes two months after 
Kuwaiti activists launched a nationwide 
campaign to end sexual harassment and 
violence against women earlier this year. 
The campaign brought out dozens of 
testimonies on social media sites from 
women in Kuwait about their bitter 
experiences of being stalked, harassed 
or assaulted in Kuwait. Many of these 
comments were on the Instagram account, 
‘lan asket’, which is Arabic for ‘I will not be 
silent’. 

In recent years, Kuwait’s legal code 

has increasingly come under attack from 
activists for its tepid response to crimes 
against women. 

They note that this disinterested attitude 
to the problem on the part of courts had 
emboldened perpetrators. 

Activists cite, for instance, that in cases 
of so-called ‘honor’ killings —  which still 
occur in Kuwait despite years of rallying 
against them — a man who catches his 
wife or sister committing adultery and kills 
her faces only a maximum of three years in 
prison for what is classified under Kuwait 
law as a misdemeanor.

It was only in last August that Kuwait 
passed its first law specifically targeting 
domestic violence. According to the 
parliament’s Women and Family Committee, 
which drafted the legislation, the new 
law “sets the minimum standard and 
legal protection procedures for victims of 
domestic violence, in a way that maintains 
the family unity without threatening its 
stability in the society”, it said.

Volunteer group Eithar, which has 
been lobbying for a specific law against 
domestic violence for four years, said the 
new law would provide legal cover for 
survivors. In light of continued violence 
and sexual harassment of women in the 
country, many activists are now calling for 
stricter punishments against perpetrators 
of violence against women, including the 
dealth penalty for murder.

Public outrage over
brutal murder of woman
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 Thought
  for the         e

week
 — Leo Tolstoy

If you feel pain, You're
alive. If you feel other 
people's pain, you're a 

human being

One of  my all-time favorite  Arabic  desserts  ,Maamoul  ,are  small 
crumbly  shortbread  pastries  filled  with  dates  ,pistachios  or 
walnuts.They can be an absolutely signature dessert or teatime 

snack  throughout  the  year  ,or  a  sweet  ending  to  an  iftar  meal  with 
family during Ramadan.

Preparation Time 1: hour 30 min.
Cooking  time 15: min.
Yield15:

Ingredients:
For semolina:
200g fine semolina 
• 75g salted butter
• 1/4 cup oil
• 3/4 cup All purpose  flour 
• 1/4 cup milk powder 
• 1/2 cup powdered sugar
• 1/4 tsp baking powder 
• 1/2 tsp instant  yeast
• 1 tsp vanilla  essence 
• 1/2 tsp nutmeg  powder 
• 2 tbsp rose water 
• ¼ cup water 
For filling:
1 cup date paste
2 tbsp oil
1/2 tsp cinnamon powder. 
For garnishing:
Sugar powder 
Pista powder

Preparation:
• Place semolina ,oil and 

melted butter in a large bowl and mix together to form a 
crumbly texture .Cover with aluminum foil and set aside to 
rest overnight ,or for at least 5 to 6 hours until the dough 
swells and softens.

• To the soft dough add all purpose  flour ,sugar powder, 
nutmeg  powder ,baking  powder ,yeast ,rose water and mix 
well using a little milk to form soft dough .Cover with foil and 
allow to rest for another hour.

• In the meantime ,make the filling by taking the date paste and 
mixing it with cinnamon powder and oil to form small balls.

• When the dough has rested for an hour ,gently knead into a 
ball ,pinch out a small portion and flatten it with the palm of 
your hand

• Place a date ball mixture in center of dough and seal the sides 
together,

• Ensure the filling is completely enclosed by the dough and 
shape it into a ball.

• Repeat with rest of dough and date ball fillings
• Bake maamoul on the middle rack of a preheated oven at 

 180C for 10 minutes or until edges of dough become golden 
brown.

• Take the cookies out of the oven ,and dust with sugar powder 
and garnish with pista powder in the center .Allow to cool for 
 15 -10minutes before serving.

RECIPE

Maamoul 
(Date-filled cookies)

Chef Chhaya Thakker

Indian Chef Chhaya Thakker, who has a huge following online on 
WhatsApp and YouTube will be sharing her favorite recipes and 
cooking tips with readers of The Times Kuwait. For feedback, you 
can write to editortimeskuwait@gmail.com 

Ramadan this year has arrived at the beginning of 
summer when dehydration is such a serious issue.  
Dehydration can slow your performance and affect 

your energy. In order to stay active, eating and drinking 
right during the holy month is a must.

Traditionally, Ramadan is associated with drinking 
beverages that contain high levels of sugar, such as Vimto, 
Tang, Jellab the sugar content. These sugars, which are 
directly absorbed into the bloodstream lead to a spike in 
insulin levels that then cause even more sweet cravings. 
Rather than partaking of drinks with high sugar content, it 
is better to focus on healthy drinks.

Here are some of the healthy drinks that you could opt 
for during Ramadan. 
Kharroub (carob):  Kharroub powder is a smart alternative 
to cocoa. You can try hot or cold drinks made of kharroub. 
It reduces cholesterol, aids digestion and acts as an 
antioxidant. In addition, it contains Magnesium, Calcium, 
Iron, Phosphorus, Potassium Manganese, Copper, and the 
vitamins A, B, B2, B3, and D. Two tablespoons of Kharroub 
powder have only 70 calories in them.
Amar el-deen (apricot juice): This is one of the most 
traditional Ramadan beverages. It is made of dried apricot 
paste. Amar El Deen is full of antioxidants that prevent all 
sorts of chronic diseases. Plus it has Lycopene that prevents 
male fertility and prostate cancer.

Watermelon Smoothie: Beat your thirst and boost your 
energy by having a glass of watermelon smoothie: It is an 
excellent drink during summer, full of nutrients, refreshing 
and tasty. And ladies, watermelon prevents cellulite.

Almond drink: It is made by grinding raw almonds 
with water, a bit of vanilla and honey. Almonds are rich 
in unsaturated fatty acids, decreases cholesterol and 
triglycerides levels, as well as make you feel satiated and 
energetic for hours. 

Ginger and carrot juice: This is an excellent drink to 
refuel your body and clean your inner digestive system. It 
is an important drink for your blood circulation, decreases 
inflammation and body cramps.

Banana-Dates shake: This drink is made by blending 
together low-fat yogurt, dates, honey and banana. Dates 
are rich in iron and other essential vitamins and minerals 
needed to break the Ramadan fast. Bananas are rich in 
potassium and so you do not feel thirsty, as it replaces 
sodium, which means salt. Potassium also prevents body 
cramps which are caused by dehydration.

Frozen Lemonade with mint: A very refreshing cold 
drink, with zero calories, It is high in vitamin C, boosts your 
metabolism and prevents cellulite formation.

Last but not least, water will always be the number one 
liquid to have. Drink a glass of water every hour between 
your iftar and suhoor, and notice the difference, inside out. 

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness and has 
joined The Times Kuwait team in a new weekly column 
discussing nutrition and answering queries. You can send 

in your questions to infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy



Day              Ramadan   Date          IMSAK        Fajr            Sunrise     Dhur            Asr            Magrib       Isha

Tuesday 01  April 13 3:49 AM 3:59 AM 5:24 AM 11:49 AM 3:22 PM 6:13 PM 7:44 PM

Wednesday 02  April 14 3:48 AM 3:58 AM 5:23 AM 11:48 AM 3:22 PM 6:14 PM 7:44 PM

Thursday 03  April 15 3:47 AM 3:57 AM 5:22 AM 11:48 AM 3:22 PM 6:15PM 7:45 PM

Friday 04  April 16 3:46 AM 3:56 AM 5:21 AM 11:48 AM 3:22 PM 6:15 PM 7:45VPM

Saturday 05  April 17 3:44 AM 3:54 AM 5:20 AM 11:48 AM 3:22 PM 6:16 PM 7:46 PM

Sunday 06  April 18 3:43 AM 3:53 AM 5:19 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:16 PM 7:46 PM

Monday 07  April 19 3:42 AM 3:52 AM 5:18 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:17 PM 7:47 PM

Tuesday 08 April 20 3:41 AM 3:51 AM 5:17 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:18 PM 7:48 PM

Wednesday 09 April 21 3:39 AM 3:49 AM 5:16 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:18 PM 7:48 PM

Thursday 10  April 22 3:38 AM 3:48 AM 5:15 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:19 PM 7:49 PM

Friday 11  April 23 3:37 AM 3:47 AM 5:14 AM 11:46 AM 3:22 PM 6:20 PM 7:50 PM

Saturday 12  April 24 3:36 AM 3:46 AM 5:13 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:20 PM 7:50 PM

Sunday 13  April 25 3:34 AM 3:44 AM 5:12 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:21 PM 7:51 PM

Monday 14 April 26 3:33 AM 3:43 AM 5:11 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:21 PM 7:51 PM

Tuesday 15  April 27 3:32 AM 3:42 AM 5:10 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:22 PM 7:52 PM

Wednesday 16 April 28 3:31 AM 3:41 AM 5:09 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:23 PM 7:53 PM

Thursday 17 April 29 3:30 AM 3:40 AM 5:08 AM  11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:23 PM 7:53 PM

Friday 18 April 30 3:29 AM 3:39 AM 5:07 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:24 PM 7:54 PM

Saturday 19 May 01 3:27 AM 3:37 AM 5:06 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:24 PM 7:54 PM

Sunday 20  May 02 3:26 AM 3:36 AM 5:05 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:25 PM 7:55 PM

Monday 21  May 03 3:25 AM 3:35 AM 5:04 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:26 PM 7:56 PM

Tuesday 22  May 04 3:24 AM 3:34 AM 5:04 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:26 PM 7:56 PM

Wednesday 23  May 05 3:23 AM 3:33 AM 5:03 AM 11:45 AM 3:20 PM 6:27 PM 7:57 PM

Thursday 24  May 06 3:22 AM 3:32 AM 5:02 AM 11:45 AM 3:20 PM 6:28 PM 7:58 PM

Friday 25  May 07 3:21 AM 3:31 AM 5:01 AM 11:45 AM 3:20 PM 6:28 PM 7:58 PM

Saturday 26 May 08 3:20 AM 3:30 AM 5:01 AM 11:45 AM 3:20 PM 6:29 PM 7:59 PM

Sunday 27  May 09 3:19 AM 3:29 AM 5:00 AM 11:44 AM 3:20 PM 6:30 PM 8:00 PM

Monday 28  May 10 3:18 AM 3:28 AM 4:59 AM 11:44 AM 3:20 PM 6:30 PM 8:00 PM

Tuesday 29 May 11 3:17 AM 3:27 AM 4:58 AM 11:44 AM 3:20 PM 6:31 PM 8:01 PM

Wednesday 30 May 12 3:17 AM 3:26 AM 4:58 AM 11:44 AM 3:20 PM 6:31 PM 8:01 PM

Timings of Kuwait *Ramadan start date may vary, depending on the local sighting of the moon.

Day              Ramadan   Date          IMSAK        Fajr            Sunrise     Dhur            Asr            Magrib       Isha

Tuesday 01  April 13 3:49 AM 3:59 AM 5:24 AM 11:49 AM 3:22 PM 6:13 PM 7:44 PM

Wednesday 02  April 14 3:48 AM 3:58 AM 5:23 AM 11:48 AM 3:22 PM 6:14 PM 7:44 PM

Thursday 03  April 15 3:47 AM 3:57 AM 5:22 AM 11:48 AM 3:22 PM 6:15PM 7:45 PM

Friday 04  April 16 3:46 AM 3:56 AM 5:21 AM 11:48 AM 3:22 PM 6:15 PM 7:45VPM

Saturday 05  April 17 3:44 AM 3:54 AM 5:20 AM 11:48 AM 3:22 PM 6:16 PM 7:46 PM

Sunday 06  April 18 3:43 AM 3:53 AM 5:19 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:16 PM 7:46 PM

Monday 07  April 19 3:42 AM 3:52 AM 5:18 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:17 PM 7:47 PM

Tuesday 08 April 20 3:41 AM 3:51 AM 5:17 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:18 PM 7:48 PM

Wednesday 09 April 21 3:39 AM 3:49 AM 5:16 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:18 PM 7:48 PM

Thursday 10  April 22 3:38 AM 3:48 AM 5:15 AM 11:47 AM 3:22 PM 6:19 PM 7:49 PM

Friday 11  April 23 3:37 AM 3:47 AM 5:14 AM 11:46 AM 3:22 PM 6:20 PM 7:50 PM

Saturday 12  April 24 3:36 AM 3:46 AM 5:13 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:20 PM 7:50 PM

Sunday 13  April 25 3:34 AM 3:44 AM 5:12 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:21 PM 7:51 PM

Monday 14 April 26 3:33 AM 3:43 AM 5:11 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:21 PM 7:51 PM

Tuesday 15  April 27 3:32 AM 3:42 AM 5:10 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:22 PM 7:52 PM

Wednesday 16 April 28 3:31 AM 3:41 AM 5:09 AM 11:46 AM 3:21 PM 6:23 PM 7:53 PM

Thursday 17 April 29 3:30 AM 3:40 AM 5:08 AM  11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:23 PM 7:53 PM

Friday 18 April 30 3:29 AM 3:39 AM 5:07 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:24 PM 7:54 PM

Saturday 19 May 01 3:27 AM 3:37 AM 5:06 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:24 PM 7:54 PM

Sunday 20  May 02 3:26 AM 3:36 AM 5:05 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:25 PM 7:55 PM

Monday 21  May 03 3:25 AM 3:35 AM 5:04 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:26 PM 7:56 PM

Tuesday 22  May 04 3:24 AM 3:34 AM 5:04 AM 11:45 AM 3:21 PM 6:26 PM 7:56 PM

Wednesday 23  May 05 3:23 AM 3:33 AM 5:03 AM 11:45 AM 3:20 PM 6:27 PM 7:57 PM

Thursday 24  May 06 3:22 AM 3:32 AM 5:02 AM 11:45 AM 3:20 PM 6:28 PM 7:58 PM

Friday 25  May 07 3:21 AM 3:31 AM 5:01 AM 11:45 AM 3:20 PM 6:28 PM 7:58 PM

Saturday 26 May 08 3:20 AM 3:30 AM 5:01 AM 11:45 AM 3:20 PM 6:29 PM 7:59 PM

Sunday 27  May 09 3:19 AM 3:29 AM 5:00 AM 11:44 AM 3:20 PM 6:30 PM 8:00 PM

Monday 28  May 10 3:18 AM 3:28 AM 4:59 AM 11:44 AM 3:20 PM 6:30 PM 8:00 PM

Tuesday 29 May 11 3:17 AM 3:27 AM 4:58 AM 11:44 AM 3:20 PM 6:31 PM 8:01 PM

Wednesday 30 May 12 3:17 AM 3:26 AM 4:58 AM 11:44 AM 3:20 PM 6:31 PM 8:01 PM

Timings of Kuwait *Ramadan start date may vary, depending on the local sighting of the moon.
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Latest report on Press Freedom around 
the world by non-governmental 
organization, Reporters without 

Borders (RSF), shows that Kuwait climbed 
four rungs to rank 105 on the global ranking 
ladder in 2020.

The annual press freedom rankings for 
2021 that assessed 180 countries worldwide 
last year shows that Kuwait topped the list 
among Gulf Cooperation Council 9GCC) 
states, followed by Qatar with a global 
ranking of 128, the UAE at 131, Oman at 133, 
Bahrain at 168 and Saudi Arabia rounding 
off the global ranking at 170. 

The level of  press freedom in 2020 
underscores the continued hurdles in 
the path of journalism and journalists 
worldwide, with severe obstacles to 
reporting revealed in 73 countries, and 

media restrictions in 59 other countries. 
In terms of the best countries for freedom 

of the press, for the fifth year in a row 
Norway ranked first, Finland maintained its 
second position, while Sweden regained 
the third place that it lost to Denmark in the 
2020 ranking. 

The latest iteration of global press 
freedom ranking reveals the continued 
dominance of northern European 
countries, where the ability to practice 
journalism is considered ideal, or at least 
very satisfactory. 

However, the fact that Hong Kong came 
in at 80 in this year’s ranking, has raised 
questions on the methodology used by 
RSF in its assessments of press freedom. 
Journalists and media freedom have 
faced severe restrictions since June 2020 

when the Chinese government adopted 
its controversial national security law. The 
new law allows the mainland government 
to directly intervene in the affairs of Hong 
Kong and to arbitrarily punish what it 

considers as ‘crimes against the state’. 
In December of last year, pro-democracy 

media tycoon and founder of the tabloid 
newspaper, Jimmy Lai, known for being a 
fierce critic of China was arrested. Also last 
year, many other independent newspapers 
and broadcasters, including public 
broadcaster Radio Television Hong Kong 
(RTHK) have been subjected to intimidation 
campaigns by the government with the 
aim of restricting their editorial autonomy. 
Despite these flagrant violations against 
press freedom, Hong Kong ranked 80.

Jimmy Lai has since been sentenced 
to 14 months in jail for his support of 
widespread public demonstrations in 
August 2020 against the national security 
law. Incidentally, Mr. Lai is also a RSF Press 
Freedom Prize laureate.

Kuwait tops GCC states in press freedom

Delay in new 
passenger 
terminal at KIA
Work completion in the new airport 

terminal at Kuwait International 
Airport (KIA) is facing delays according to 
the latest status report by the Ministry of 
Public Works. The report shows that labor 
and supply shortages have held up work at 
the new terminal construction site, with work 
completed until February falling short by 11 
percent from project plans.

Schedule of project completion reveals that 
while 56.8 percent of the project was supposed 
to be completed by February, the actual 
completion rate reached only 45.16 percent. 

First phase of construction, furnishing and 
maintenance of the new passenger terminal at 
KIA, which began in August 2016 and is slated 
to be completed by August 2022, is projected 
to cost KD1.3 billion. However, the unexpected 
emergence of the COVID-19 global pandemic 
in 2020 has thrown the proverbial ‘spanner in 

the works’ of the project causing delays and 
missing schedule milestones.  

Precautionary measures implemented to 
control the pandemic, including lockdowns 
and restrictions on mobility of people have 
limited the availability of workers and delays 
in issuing work permits, as well as shortages 
in supplies from abroad due to supply-chain 
hurdles.

Minister of Public Works and Minister of 
State for Municipal Affairs Dr. Rana Al-Fares is 
said to be keen on completion of the project 
on time and has accorded it a high priority. She 
is reported to be directly involved in helping 
overcome obstacles facing the prestigious 
project in coordination with other concerned 
authorities.

Behbehani Motors announces new partnership with Skoda
Behbehani Motors Company, one of the 

leading automotive companies in Kuwait 
and the dealer for Porsche and Volkswagen 
since 1957, welcomed ŠKODA to its portfolio 
of automotive brands, with a new partnership 
announcement last week that establishes the 
company as ŠKODA’s authorized dealer in Kuwait.

ŠKODA, the European automotive 
manufacturer, with a long-rooted history of 
more than 120 year, emerged from Mladá 
Boleslav in Czech Republic. The company has 
over the years gained a storied reputation 
for turning out cutting-edge automotive 
technologies and inventions. 

The new partnership stems from Behbehani 
Motors Company’s and ŠKODA’s shared values 
and vision driven by providing unmatched 
customer experience that caters to a broad 
and diverse customer base in Kuwait. 
ŠKODA’s position as an innovative automotive 

manufacturer entrenched with the vigor and 
passion of being as customer-centric as possible 
resonates with the philosophy at Behbehani 
Motors Company, as it looks forward to further 
strengthening the relationship between the 
customers and the brand.

ŠKODA offers an efficient and economical 
model range of several sedan and SUV options 
designed with the Simply Clever philosophy 
and customers in mind to enhance their safety, 
comfort, connectivity and everyday practicality. 
The model range includes the Kamiq, Karoq, 
Kodiaq, Octavia, Superb, Scala, and Fabia.

ŠKODA in Kuwait, and under the partnership 
of Behbehani Motors Company, is committed to 
providing customer satisfaction and excellence, 
through an experienced team fully dedicated to 
servicing the customers at the current facility 
and the new state-of-the-art showroom to be 
inaugurated in 2022.
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Ministry of Health (MoH) confirmed 
last week that all citizens and 
residents over the age of 65 can 

now go to any vaccination center and 
receive the vaccine directly without a prior 
appointment. 

Revealing that the ministry now had 
sufficient vaccine stocks and that more 
vaccines were arriving in regular batches 
each week, health ministry spokesperson 
Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanad, said last week that 
this had made it possible to vaccinate 
more people and increase the pace of the 
vaccination drive in the country.

Pointing out that the vaccination 

campaign is witnessing a great turnout by 
all segments of society, he noted that the 
launch of mobile field vaccination units had 
resulted in providing the vaccine to more 
than 29,000 people last week. Elaborating 
on the mobile units, he said they were able 
to vaccinate over 16,300 people working 
in 41 cooperative societies across all 
governorates, in addition to 9,400 workers 
in public facilities and services, and 3,3450 
workers in parallel central markets.

Regarding the epidemiological situation, 
Dr. Al-Sanad said it was now showing signs 
of improvement, with the average intensive 
care occupancy indicating that it had 

reached its peak towards the end of last 
March and was now in decline. Concerning 
the active cases, he said that during March, 
the index began a state of stability, followed 
by a slight increase after mid-April, as the 
active cases receiving treatment exceeded 
about 15,000 cases.

On the ratio of infection to swabs, he 
explained that there is relative stability 
after the second half of last March, and 
in the past few days there was a slight 
increase, indicating that the ratio of 
infections to swabs is still in the high range. 
He also pointed out that the percentage 
of non-Kuwaitis in the total number of 

confirmed daily cases has increased, and 
that expatriates now accounted for nearly 
55 to 60 percent of total daily cases.

Senior citizens, expatriates to be 
vaccinated without prior appointment

Embassy of India has announced the 
launch of a special registration drive 

for Indian nationals stranded abroad due 
to entry and  travel restrictions imposed by 
the authorities in Kuwait in response to the 
ongoing COVID-19 crisis.

The registration drive is for all those 
stranded Indian nationals from Kuwait who are 
facing various issues on account of COVID-19 
related travel restrictions. These may include 
those who have had their residencies expired 
during their stay in India, those who have lost 
their jobs due to non-return, those who have 

their house belongings in Kuwait, those whose 
family members are in Kuwait, those who are 
looking to rejoin their duties, those who have 
not received their salary dues or indemnities 
and so on. 

All those who registered in a similar 
registration drive conducted in 2020 may 
also register for this drive by filling in the 
google form online (https://forms.gle/
sExZK1GKW36BLpVz7).

This registration initiative by the embassy 
is solely for the purpose of gathering updated 
information on the affected nationals, for 

necessary coordination and follow-up with 
the concerned authorities in Kuwait so that the 
issues can be addressed appropriately.

Any official update on this matter will be 
shared by the embassy on its website and 
social media handles and those who register 
are requested to follow the embassy’s website 
(www.indembkwt.gov.in) and social media 
account (Twitter: @indembkwt, Facebook: 
@indianembassykuwait) handles for latest 
updates on the above subject. 

For any further queries, please write to cw1.
kuwait@mea.gov.in.

Now sending money could
win you Dollars in return

Indian embassy launches registration drive for stranded Indians

LuLu Exchange launches exciting new 
promotional offer for customers using the 

LuLu Money mobile app
Imagine sending money to your loved ones, 

anytime anywhere, and getting rewarded 
with the greenback. LuLu Exchange’s newest 
promotion, the LuLu Money $15000 Dollar Deal, 
promises just that. 

With cash prizes worth US$15,000 up for 
grabs, the campaign is slated to run from 
18th April to 31st July 2021. To be eligible, a 
customer must transact exclusively via the 
LuLu Money app. There is neither a minimum 
amount clause nor any limit on the number of 
transactions that a customer can perform. Each 
valid transaction will count as an entry and be 
eligible for the draw. 

Two winners will be announced per week, 
with a total of 30 winners to be announced 
during the 15-weeks long duration of the 
campaign. Each winner will receive US$500 in 
cash as a reward. 

LuLu Money is LuLu Exchange’s highly rated 
payments app that allows anytime, anywhere 
payments through a proprietary interface. The 
app has helped thousands of Kuwaiti residents 
transition to digital payments seamlessly, and 
has since 2018, supported the country’s 26 
branches in helping consumers discover the 
advantage of modern payments solutions that 
are affordable, instantaneous and user-friendly. 

LuLu Money enjoys a high user rating in 
the country and is available on both Google 
Playstore and App Store. 



8
25 April - 01 May, 2021             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comLOCAL

ALSAYER earns GSAS Platinum Certification
for State-of-the-art Fahaheel Service Center
Aligning with the strategy to build an 

environment towards a sustainable future 
– a goal that also aligns with New Kuwait Vision 
2035, ALSAYER Group’s Fahaheel Service Center 
in Kuwait has been awarded with Platinum 
rating for GSAS Operations Certification by the 
Gulf Organization for Research & Development 
(GORD). 

Dr. Yousef Alhorr, Founding Chairman of 
GORD said, “We congratulate ALSAYER Group 
for lifting the bar yet again. The achievement 
represents their organizational commitment 
in line with the country’s growing appetite for 
environmentally responsible infrastructure. 
With GSAS Operations Certification, ALSAYER 
has demonstrated environmental leadership 
beyond construction and design. On a national 
level, the initiative is paving the path for others 
to follow suit.”

Speaking about the recent certification 
and ALSAYER’s efforts to promote sustainable 
environment, Mr. Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer, 
Executive Board Member and Chairman of 
Sustainability Committee at ALSAYER Group 
said “As part of our mission to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 in line 
with Kuwait National Development Plan 2035, 
ALSAYER Group Holding has been specially 
focused on designing and implementing 
coherent and balanced sustainable initiatives 
& taking serious actions toward optimizing 
its energy consumption, increase production 
of Solar Energy, minimizing its water use and 
wastewater & Waste Recycling on company 
buildings. I believe it’s our responsibility to 
promote awareness on sustainability internally 

and externally.” Despite the challenges posed 
by the global pandemic, the future of green 
building development in the MENA region 
continues to look promising.

GSAS Operations certification was awarded 
in recognition of implementing sustainable 
measures such as: 

• Capitalizing on the region’s abundant 
sunlight, the building’s roof houses a solar 
PV system with the capacity to generate 
100 kW that is sufficient to meet 5% of the 
building’s annual energy needs.  

• Similarly, the building benefits from 
highly efficient glazing with double tinted 
glass and spacing inside. 

• It boasts of variable refrigerant flow (VRF) 
cooling system. Fans delivering fresh and 
exhaust air to the building are also energy 
efficient, and so are the LED lighting 
fixtures across the facility. 

• MEP systems within the building are 
continuously monitored to ensure energy 
efficiency. 

• To reduce water consumption, the 
building is equipped with low-flow 
fixtures. 

• In addition to above, sorting waste at 
the source and facilitating the recycling 
of paper, engine oil and scrap metals, 
ALSAYER Service Center is diverting a 
significant amount of waste from landfills. 

• In the past, other important projects of 
ALSAYER Group that has achieved GSAS 
Operations with Platinum rating are:  
ALSAYER Head Office 1 in Free Trade 
Zone and ALSAYER Showroom located 
in Aswaq Al Qurain, Kuwait. Beyond the 
project, ALSAYER Group has also initiated 
an environmental policy with KPIs and is 
arranging awareness campaigns about 
sustainability for the local community in 
Kuwait.

The Global Sustainability Assessment 
System (GSAS) is MENA’s first performance-
based green buildings certification system 
aimed at improving the design, construction 

and operations of buildings while also 
addressing sustainability challenges specific 
to the region’s built environment. To date, 
more than 1000 buildings in addition to 
tens of parks, neighborhoods and districts 
infrastructure projects have been registered 
with GSAS, covering a built-up area of more 
than 229,272,241 square feet and 1.7 billion 
square feet of district master planning.

GSAS Operations (GSAS-OP) is one of the 
three certifications under GSAS framework. 
Specifically meant for post-occupancy stage, 
the certification is designed to recognize a 
project’s achievement in terms of sustainable 
operational practices. Unlike GSAS Design & 
Build and GSAS Construction Management, 
GSAS Operations deals with the environmental 
footprint of projects in post-construction stage. 
Accordingly, the achievements of projects are 
acknowledged through five certification ratings 
i.e., Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, and Diamond 
with Diamond representing the highest score. 
This has meant that Al Sayer’s projects have 
achieved the second highest rating.

Rights and safety of expatriate 
workers a priority for Kuwait

Kuwait attaches high priority to 
protecting the rights of the expatriate 
workforce and caring for them. The 

country has not only prioritized the health 
and safety of expatriate workers, but also has 
laws and legislation to monitor employers 
to ensure the rights of workers are fulfilled. 
Moreover, international organizations and 
non-governmental organizations with free, 
unrestricted, and unconditional access can 
verify all efforts and protection measures in 
place to guarantee the rights of expatriate 
workers in Kuwait.

Kuwait’s keenness to protect and promote 
the welfare of its large expatriate workforce 
was stated by Kuwait’s ambassador to 
Belgium and the head of mission to the 
European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), Jassem Al-Badawi.

Ambassador Al-Badawi was speaking at 
a virtual seminar on immigrants in the Gulf, 

organized by the Committee on Relations 
with the Arabian Peninsula in the European 
Parliament. on Thursday.

In his speech, Ambassador Al-Badawi also 
pointed out that Kuwait and the European 
Union held their second informal dialogue 
on human rights on 30 March, where the 
issue of workers’ rights was discussed 
comprehensively and all questions raised by 
the European side were fully answered.

Kuwait’s envoy also highlighted some 
of the major steps taken by Kuwait to 
protect expatriate workers, including the 
establishment of a formal mechanism 
to settle disputes between workers and 
employers. Another step taken in response 
to the ongoing coronavirus crisis was the 
formation of an emergency management 
team to ensure the safety and protection of 
workers, and to strengthen communication 
between the competent authorities and 

the relevant embassies and consulates to 
ensure the safety, protection, and rights of 
expatriate workers.

“Kuwait is one of the most generous 

countries in the world, and it has been 
recognized as an international humanitarian 
center by the United Nations … and in this 
spirit, we strive to guarantee human rights 
and dignity in all parts of the world, including 
at home,” said the ambassador.

For his part, Committee Chairman Hannah 
Neumann announced that the parliamentary 
meeting between the European Parliament 
and the Kuwaiti National Assembly would 
be held by default on 20 May. In this regard, 
Ambassador Al-Badawi said, “I personally 
hope that this meeting will achieve tangible 
results.”

For their part, other Gulf ambassadors 
to Brussels, several members of the 
European Parliament, and representatives 
of international labor and migration 
organizations spoke during the webinar on 
the situation of expatriate workers in the 
Arab Gulf.

Kuwait's Ambassador to Belgium and head of 
its missions to NATO and the European Union 
(EU) Jassim Al-Bdaiwi
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Embassy of India has listed the names of Indian doctors 
from the Indian Doctors Forum (IDF) Kuwait who have 
expressed their willingness to provide free voluntary tele-

consultations offering medical advice and counselling support to 
Indian nationals in Kuwait. 

The names of doctors offering the free service, as well as 
their medical specialties, contact details, consultation timings, 
languages spoken and general instructions for consultations are 
given in the table below.

The following are general instructions for the tele-consultations: 
All the doctors have voluntarily consented to help, advice and 
guide patients in distress during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In case of any medical emergency kindly proceed directly to 
the nearest public hospital in your area. 

All doctors have provided the time they will be available for 
consultation. In case there is no answer to your call due to any 
reason, it is strongly recommended that you leave a text message 
or voice message of your complaint, and the doctors will revert at 
their earliest convenience. 

No treatment or medications whatsoever will be recommended 
in the conversation as it is strongly prohibited by law. 

Members of the Indian community in Kuwait who desire to 
avail this IDF service are requested to directly contact the doctors 
listed below:

Indian embassy lists free medical
tele-communications panel

MoCI to monitor prices charged 
by labor recruitment offices

Responding to complaints of several 
domestic worker recruitment 
offices overcharging employers, 

the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI) has made it clear that it remained 
committed to the recruitment fees fixed 
earlier and would monitor and penalize any 
recruitment office found to be overcharging 
clients.

In response to a question by MP Ahmed 
Al-Hamad, the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Dr. Abdullah Al-Salman said 
his ministry would monitor the extent of 
commitment shown by domestic workers 
recruitment offices to the fees stipulated 
earlier for hiring and bringing domestic 
workers to Kuwait.

Following a recent decision by the 
government to allow the return of domestic 
workers to the country, it had been 
reported that several offices engaged in 

recruiting domestic workers were charging 
employers far higher than the rates fixed by 
the authorities.

MoCI had set the fees for recruiting 
domestic workers based on the 
recommendations of an advisory 
committee. The committee had proposed 
that fees for hiring workers should be based 
on the country of origin and gender of the 
domestic worker. The stipulated fees were 
as follows:

Philippines: KD390 for both male and 
female domestic helpers; India: KD200 
for female workers and KD100 for men; 
Sri Lanka: KD240 for female employees 
and KD180 for males; Ethiopia: KD145 
for both men and women employees;  
Bangladesh:KD196 for both genders; and 
Senegal:KD480 for both men and women.

The minister underlined that the 
stipulated fees take into account the 

official fees and expenses decided by each 
country from where the domestic worker 
was recruited. The fees do not include the 
commissions marked for the offices and 
intermediaries in those countries, and 
also do not include the expenses of labor 
recruitment offices in Kuwait and their 
profit margin.

Al-Salman added that “monitoring the 
employment of domestic workers with 
Kuwaiti families is the prerogative of the 
Public Authority for Manpower, and the 
Ministry receives all consumer complaints. 
In the event that any domestic labor 
recruitment office is charged with not 
complying with the pre-fixed fees, the 
ministry would conduct an inspection and if 
the charge was found to be valid, a violation 
will be filed and the company would be 
referred to the prosecution department for 
further legal action against them.

The minister explained that after 
adopting the ‘Belsalamah’ platform, 
the ministry had reduced the fees for 
services rendered by the domestic worker 
recruitment, based on “Ministerial Decree 
No. 33/2021 issued on 1/2/2021, which set 
the fees for domestic labor recruitment 
by offices at KD890 and if the domestic 
workers are directly hired by the Kuwaiti 
employer the fees was KD390.

Eid al-Fitr to fall on May 13

Kuwaiti astronomer 
Adel Al-Saadoun said, 

Thursday, May 13, would 
mark the first day of the 
month of Shawwal, and Eid 
al-Fitr.

He explained that on 
Wednesday 30 Ramadan, 
corresponding to May 12, 
the conditions for seeing the 

crescent will be appropriate as follows- The sun sets at 6:32 
pm, the moon would be visible at 7:12 in the evening, the 
duration of the moon’s stay above the horizon after sunset is 
39 minutes, and the height of the moon above the horizon at 
sunset is 7 and a half degrees, and the elongation, which is 
the angle between the moon and the earth, is 9 degrees and 
18 minutes, and these conditions are suitable for viewing the 
crescent. Regarding the rest of the circumstances, he stated 
that the width of the moon will be 12 seconds, and which is 
not sufficient to see it with the naked eye. He indicated that he 
would see with the naked eye in western Saudi Arabia and the 
rest of the Arab Maghreb countries.
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Several Gulf countries introduce
ban on flights from India

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

during the remaining three quarters of the 
year. Meanwhile, real oil GDP that increased by 
1.2 percent on the back of the OPEC+ deal lapse 
in 1Q of 2020, contracted substantially during 
the rest of 2020 due to lower international oil 
prices and the need to comply with production 
cuts mandated by OPEC+ agreement.

In its economic update for Kuwait in the 
fourth-quarter of 2020, the World Bank noted 
that economic growth in the country, which 
had been tapering since the precipitous 
fall in oil-prices in mid-2014, exacerbated in 
2020 from the twin shocks of COVID-19 crisis 
and oil-price slump. Lack of much-needed 
economic and financial reforms and inability 
of the government to pass a debt law that 
has been held up in parliament since October 
2017, have stymied the efforts by authorities 
to alleviate pressure on the country’s fiscal 
buffers, which have depleted rapidly during 
the past year due to declining oil revenues and 
unexpected additional spending on mitigating 
the coronavirus health crisis.

For its part, the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has noted that while it is true that Kuwait’s 
large financial buffers give it leeway to tackle the 
economic and financial challenges confronting 
it from a position of strength, that window 
is fast narrowing. To move forward, Kuwait 
urgently needs to introduce and implement 
critical economic, financial and administrative 
reforms, said the Fund.

Lingering nature of the pandemic, prolonged 
preventive measures, lax government response 
and support to the economic downturn 
and fallouts from the crisis, and persistent 
political impasse have resulted in global rating 
agencies  downgrading Kuwait’s sovereign 
ratings. In mid-July of 2020, international 
rating agency, Standard & Poor’s (S&P) Global 
Ratings downgraded Kuwait’s sovereign credit 
rating outlook to negative from stable. While 
confirming  Kuwait’s debt rating at AA-, the 
agency noted that the main reason behind the 
audit risks was from the continued depletion 
of the General Revenue Fund (GRF), the main 
reserve of government financial liquidity, in the 
absence of the authorities adopting alternative 
financing strategies.

“We forecast that Kuwait’s central 
government deficit will total a substantial 
30 percent of GDP in the 2020-2021 fiscal 

year, while the government’s main source of 
budget funding, the General Reserve Fund 
(GRF), is approaching depletion. Beyond this 
immediate fiscal impasse, broader reform 
momentum remains slow and is complicated by 
the confrontational relationship between the 
government and parliament,” said the agency 
while making its assessment in 2020. Nearly 
a year on from the views expressed by S&P, 
nothing much appears to have changed in the 
country’s economic and political impasse. 

Moody’s Investors Service, another leading 
global rating agency announced in September 
2020 that it too was downgrading Kuwait’s long-
term foreign and local currency issuer rating to 
A1 from Aa2, and changing its outlook on the 
country to stable. The downgrade reflects both 
the increase in government liquidity risks and a 
weaker assessment of Kuwait’s institutions and 
governance strength, said the agency. 

Moody’s added that in the continued 
absence of legal authorization to issue debt 
or draw on the sovereign wealth fund assets 
held in the Future Generations Fund (FGF), 
available liquid resources are nearing depletion, 
introducing liquidity risk despite Kuwait’s 
extraordinary fiscal strength. While the fractious 
relationship between parliament and the 
executive has been a long-standing constraint 
on Moody’s assessment of institutional 
strength, the agency noted that the present 
deadlock over the government’s medium-
term funding strategy and the absence of any 
meaningful fiscal consolidation measures point 
to more significant deficiencies in Kuwait’s 
legislative and executive institutions and policy 
effectiveness than previously assessed.

And, in February 2021, Fitch Ratings, the last 
of the big-three global rating agencies that 
includes Moody’s and S&P, also decided to 
follow the other two and revise its outlook on 
Kuwait’s Long-Term Foreign-Currency Issuer 
Default Rating (IDR) to Negative from Stable 
and affirmed the IDR at ‘AA’. The revision in its 
assessment reflects near-term liquidity risk 
associated with the imminent depletion of 
liquid assets in the General Reserve Fund (GRF) 
in the absence of parliamentary authorisation 
for the government to borrow. This risk is 
rooted in political and institutional gridlock that 
also explains the lack of meaningful reforms 
to tackle double-digit fiscal deficits and the 
expected weakening of Kuwait’s fiscal and 
external balance sheets, said the agency.

Noting that without passage of a law 
permitting new debt issuance, the GRF could 
run out of liquidity in the coming months unless 
further measures were initiated to replenish 
it, the agency said, depletion of GRF liquidity 
would sharply limit the government’s ability 
to make good on its spending obligations and 
could result in significant economic disruption. 
The rating agency added that it expects fiscal 
deficits to remain in the double digits in the 
medium to long term, which could lead to a 
gradual but steady deterioration of Kuwait’s 
balance sheet strengths, barring significant 
fiscal reforms or a rebound in global oil demand. 

The fact that three of the world’s biggest 
rating agencies downgraded Kuwait’s ratings 
in less than a year speaks to the ongoing 
shortcomings in the economic and political 
fronts. In general, credit ratings from top rating 
agencies are used by sovereign wealth funds, 
pension funds, and other international investors 
to measure the creditworthiness of a country 
and therefore it has a significant impact on 
borrowing costs in the country. The downgrade 
by the agencies could impact Kuwait’s ability 
to borrow on easier terms, if and when the 
executive and legislative reach a consensus and 
agree to pass the contentious public debt law.

Since the public debt law lapsed in October 
2017 the government has been trying in vain 
to pass a new debt law through the country’s 
strong and often rambunctious parliament. 
Currently Kuwait has no legal framework to 
deficit-spend beyond its current limit of KD10 
billion. The long-pending debt bill would 
allow Kuwait to borrow up to KD20 billion over 
an extended period, but support for the bill 
remains a thorny issue with many among the 
public and opposition groups in parliament. 

High-profile corruption scandals that have 
regularly surfaced in the recent past have 
led to a public perception that government 
corruption and mismanagement is growing 
alongside Kuwait’s liquidity crisis, and providing 
the authorities with even more funds is not 
the solution. Passage of the debt law, deficit 
reduction and fiscal reform are crucial economic 
measures that the government needs to initiate 
in order to revive and revitalize the economy. 
However, all these measures are also beset 
by entrenched political divisions and fiscal 
rigidities. 

Over 70 percent of government spending 
consists of salaries and subsidies and about 80 

percent of Kuwaiti nationals are employed in 
the bloated public sector. The high wage bill 
and continued employment of nationals in the 
public sector workforce have been a drain on 
resources on the government’s annual budget 
for years. However, thinking about reforming, 
let alone implementing changes to these two 
elements, is a red-line drawn by lawmakers and 
is an area that the government is keen not to 
focus on.

While the authorities do have some flexibility 
to take extraordinary measures to sustain 
funding measures, it has so far avoided initiating 
any such steps for fear of further antagonizing 
parliament. Fortunately, both the legislative 
and executive have so far shown restraint in 
their confrontations and have even cooperated 
to avoid an immediate liquidity crisis. In August 
2020, parliament passed legislation removing 
the automatic requirement to automatically 
transfer 10 percent of revenue each year from 
the GRF into the much larger Future Generations 
Fund (FGF). Lawmakers have also allowed the 
GRF to transfer its liquid assets to FGF giving the 
government some wiggle room in its economic 
space.  

Analysts note that the GRF still has a broad 
range of illiquid assets that could also be 
transferred to the FGF to quench its immediate 
liquidity crunch, including the transfer of the 
mega Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) — 
the parent company for all of Kuwait’s up- and 
down-stream hydrocarbon subsidiaries. But the 
government has said that the transfer or sale of 
KPC is presently not under consideration. 

Another choice before the authorities is 
for the GRF to borrow from the FGF, as it did 
during the Iraqi invasion in 1990-1991. But 
this would require aquience from parliament, 
which is unlikely under the present political 
circumstances. A third option, which would 
again be politically very contentious, is for His 
Highness the Amir to issue decrees with the 
force of law, which is permitted under Kuwait’s 
constitution, for a new public debt law. But, so 
far, the government has chosen not to go down 
that route.

The ongoing COVID-19 crisis has put pressure 
on all stakeholders involved — the executive, 
the legislative, and ordinary citizens — to 
realize and recognize that without enacting 
much-needed reforms, even if some of them 
are unsavory and seem unacceptable in the 
short-term, the country’s future is indeed bleak.

Rating downgrades highlight need for reforms

Amid an escalation in coronavirus 
infections and fatalities across India, 
several countries have introduced 

bans on flights from Indian cities, including 
the United States, United Kingdom, France 
and Canada. In the Gulf, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates have joined the 
ranks of countries that have banned direct 
flights from India.

Directorate-General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) in Kuwait announced last Friday that 
it would suspend all direct commercial flights 
coming from India, effective 24 April until 
further notice. The UAE also announced the 
suspension of all inbound flights for national 

and international carriers coming from India 
for a period of 10 days that can be extended. 
Saudi Arabia has also instituted a similar ban 
on flights to and from India. 

As the second wave of infections hit India, 
infections and mortalities have risen to record 
highs and many countries have imposed 
travel and flight restrictions to and from India. 
Australia: Prime Minister Scott Morrison said 
flights from India will be scaled back by 30 
percent. He said India was now a “high risk” 
country and only those with the most urgent 
needs would be allowed to travel to and from 
India.
Canada: Canada on Thursday said it was 
banning all flights from India and Pakistan for 
30 days due to the growing wave of COVID-19 
cases in that region. The ban took effect on 
Friday.
United Kingdom: India was added to the 
UK’s travel red list on 23 April, effectively 
banning travel from and to India. UK’s Health 
Secretary Matt Hancock Hancock said the 
reason for this was the new ‘double-mutant 
strain of virus found in the country dubbed 
the ‘Indian variant’. British and Irish nationals 
can travel to the UK from India, but they must 

now isolate themselves in a government-
approved hotel.
Hong Kong: On Tuesday last week, Hong 
Kong suspended all flights from India until 3 
May. The country has also suspended flights 
to and from Pakistan and the Philippines and 
made it mandatory for passengers to have 
a COVID-negative RT-PCR result with them 
from a test done 72 hours before the journey.
United States: The US has issued a travel 
advisory for its people traveling to and from 
India. The body has asked citizens to avoid 
traveling to India. However, it has said that if 
anyone has to travel to India then he or she 
must get fully vaccinated.
Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia said that a halt 
to international flights will be lifted as of 17 
May, but will not apply to the countries with 
which travel is banned by a state committee 
tasked with tackling COVID-19 due to the 
outbreak of the virus, local media reported. 
The 20 countries on the ban list are Argentina, 
the UAE, France, Germany, the US, Indonesia, 
India, Japan, Ireland, Italy, Pakistan, Brazil, 
Portugal, the UK, Turkey, South Africa, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Lebanon, and Egypt.
United Arab Emirates: The increase in 

number of infections and rise in fatalities 
could lead to the UAE extending its temporary 
ban past the 10-day period currently in place.

The loss of access to major markets such 
as UAE and UK will hit India’s airlines who had 
been relying on bubble agreements formed 
with those countries to ensure uninterrupted 
operations.

For Indian airlines, the UAE is a cash-rich 
market and any flight restrictions will batter 
them financially and add to the woes that the 
pandemic has already created.

The new wave of flight restrictions and 
suspensions is going to hurt UAE and UK 
airlines as well.

Markets like the UK and India are a few of 
the largest key markets for the UAE carriers. 
Even though Gulf airlines were expected to 
be among the first in the region to recover 
due to rapid vaccination rates in UAE. 

The airline business recovery is expected 
to be hampered by continued travel 
restrictions on many of the routes to 
emerging economies that are served through 
Gulf hub connections,” said the International 
Air Transport Association (IATA) in a recent 
report.
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With the epidemiological curve 
for the COVID-19 infection 
and fatality showing signs of 

improvement in recent weeks, there are 
high hopes that the government could 
relax the current partial curfew in time for 
the Eid holidays.

Health officials are monitoring the 
evolving crisis and are expecting a decline 
in overall infections, and in the number 
of patients requiring care in hospital 
intensive care units, as well as fatalities, 
by the second week of May. Sources at 
the Ministry of Health (MoH) have clarified 
that in case the number of infections and 

deaths from coronavirus maintain its 
steady decline over the next two to three 
weeks, there is a strong possibility that the 
concerned authorities could lift, or at least 
relax, the existing partial curfew in time for 
the Eid festivities.

With regard to reopening Kuwait 
International Airport and resuming 
commercial operations by international 
flights, sources said that it would depend 
on the  ongoing vaccination campaign. With 
the pace of vaccinations gaining momentum 
in recent days, it is hoped that sufficient 
number of people would be vaccinated 
against the virus, which could provide 

protection to the population and enable the 
reopening of the airport by 1 July.

Moreover, the anti-Coronavirus 
vaccinations given to cooperative society 
employees and to other workers coming 
in direct contact with customers, could 
speed up and contribute to strengthening 
community immunity. This could have 
a positive impact on ending various 
precautionary regulations and restrictions 
currently in place. However, health officials 
continue to stress the importance of the 
public adhering with all health guidelines 
and for people to ensure that they get 
vaccinated on the day assigned for them 

at the various health centers or at the main 
Kuwait Vaccination Center in Mishref area. 

Curfew may end in time for Eid celebrations

Ambassador of Ukraine to Kuwait H E Dr. Oleksandr 
Balanutsa and the lawyer and managing partner of 

a law firm Abdul Rahman E. Alhouti discussed the legal 
aspects of investing in Ukrainian projects.

Oleksandr Balanutsa informed Mr. Abdul Rahman E. 
Alhouti about the preferences for foreign investors in 
accordance with the Law of Ukraine "On State Support 
of Investment Projects with Significant Investments in 
Ukraine".

The Ambassador proposed to establish relations with 
Ukrainian law firms to ensure the appropriate level of legal 
protection of foreign capital that will be invested in our 
country. In continuation of the online conference about 
Ukrainian real estate organized by the Embassy of Ukraine 
in Kuwait and the Council of Exporters and Investors under 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, the Kuwaiti side 
was provided with relevant materials, presentations, and 
a video record of the conference.

Ambassador of Ukraine discusses
legal cooperation with local law firm

Mr. Shaikh Alishah retired after having 
spent 48 years of commitment and 

hard work for Al Shaya Perfumes in Kuwait. He 
began his career in 1973 with the company. 
As a tribute, the company had organized 
a farewell party on 20 Mar 2021 to honor 
and appreciate long-serving employee Mr. 
Shaikh Alishah.

Abdulaziz Al-Shaya said that Alishah’s 
dedication and diligence have greatly 
benefited the group and he hopes that the 
remaining employees will strive to follow his 
stellar example.

‘Alishah will be missed by all the directors 
and employees of Al Shaya Perfumes and he 
certainly deserves this retirement to spend 
the rest of his life with the family and friends 
back home in India’, Said Al-Shaya.

A farewell tribute held 
for Shaikh Alishah
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The Amazon Basin is fast approaching 
an irreversible tipping point. That 
should concern everyone, because 

what happens in the Amazon has planetary 
implications.

Spanning eight South American 
countries and French Guiana, the Amazon 
contains over 60 percent of the world’s 
tropical forests, 20 percent of its fresh water, 
and about 10 percent of biodiversity. As a 
result of land speculation and insatiable 
global demand for meat, soy, gold, and 
other commodities, roughly 20 percent 
of the world’s largest tropical forest has 
already been razed. A further 5 percent 
rise in deforestation levels could trigger 
catastrophic dieback, essentially dooming 
the 2015 Paris climate agreement.

Some fear this process may already have 
started. The current prognosis is not good: 
Amazon deforestation in Brazil reached a 12-
year high in 2020, and over 95 percent of it 
is illegal. Unless governments and markets 
radically revalue the rainforest’s natural 
services, this nightmare scenario may be 
unavoidable.Dieback in the Amazon Basin 
could release the equivalent of a decade’s 
worth of global greenhouse-gas emissions. 
The forest would also lose its ability to absorb 
billions of tons of carbon dioxide, disrupting 
hydrological cycles, evapotranspiration, and 
ocean currents. The agro-industrial sector 
could collapse, and the loss of biodiversity 
could be staggering. Hydroelectric facilities 
would be shuttered, declining water tables 
would make cities unlivable, and fisheries 
would become unviable.

Preventing this outcome requires 
achieving zero deforestation in the Amazon 
by 2030. And that, in turn, requires a 
clearheaded scientific assessment and 
science-based targets. The Science Panel for 
the Amazon, a coalition of about 200 leading 
scientists from the region, should become 
permanent. And, given the extraordinary 
wealth potential of preserving the forest’s 
biodiversity, the best way to protect this 
resource is by stimulating the emergence of 
a green economy.

For starters, this will require a crackdown 
on illegal deforestation and the networks 
that sustain it. Brazil’s environmental 
enforcement agency, Ibama, handed out 
20 percent fewer fines in 2020 than in 
2019, owing to funding cuts and reduced 
sanctions, and less than 3 percent of fines 
are paid. Reinforcing Ibama, a federal 
agency, is essential, as is bolstering 
state-level institutions on the frontlines 
of environmental crime, such as police, 
firefighters, and land registration offices.

Illegal deforestation occurs in several 
ways, but typically involves unlawful land 
invasions, followed by forest clearance 
for commercial agriculture and ranching. 
Another encroachment, wildcat mining, 
mostly for gold, undermines local 
ecosystems and human health, while 
wildlife trafficking, fueled by unrelenting 
global demand for rare birds, reptiles, and 
mammals, also affects forest health.

Currently, two-thirds of global 
supply chains have no policies on illegal 
deforestation. Massive investment in high-
resolution remote sensing and artificial 
intelligence-based alert systems is essential, 
as is tracking illegally extracted commodities 
in global supply chains and strengthening 
investigation and prosecution.

One of the most important priorities in 

the Amazon is developing a transparent and 
accountable system that allows property 
titles and land demarcations to be registered 
and monitored properly over time. Given 
the considerable fraud and corruption in 
most Amazonian countries’ land registries, 
creating a digitized, accessible, and up-
to-date ledger is critical to enforcing 
existing laws and stimulating legal markets. 
Developing an online dispute-resolution 
process to address outstanding legacy 
litigation related to competing land claims 
is no less vital. And establishing a blockchain 
verification system for land registries to 

demonstrate a clear chain of ownership 
and custody, while difficult, would greatly 
improve the prospects for a green economy.

Another priority is accelerating 
reforestation and land regeneration. In 
Brazil, home to 60 percent of the Amazon, 
the state of Pará is an obvious location for 
such efforts. In Colombia, Peru, and Ecuador, 
which together contain roughly 23 percent 
of the Amazon, the states of Amazonas, 
Loreto, and Pastaza, respectively, stand out. 
The key is to build a predictable pipeline of 
reforestation, biodiversity conservation, and 
sustainable forest management projects 
that can scale rapidly.

The Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
initiative could accelerate funding for such 
efforts. International financing from the 

Amazon Fund, US President Joe Biden’s 
administration, and tools such as green 
bonds would help, while local financing also 
could play a significant role. So, too, could 
initiatives such as the Global Commons 
Alliance and 1t.org, along with investor 
activism, including from sovereign wealth 
and pension funds. In 2019, some 230 global 
investors, managing a total of more than 
$16 trillion in assets, called on companies to 
meet their deforestation commitments or 
risk adverse economic consequences.

Most important are innovations to 
bolster the green economy and support 

the communities that are the custodians 
of the Amazon Basin. Such initiatives could 
be accelerated by a Brazilian equivalent to 
the US government’s Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency to ramp up 
research and development, as well as 
related regulatory frameworks to enable an 
inclusive bioeconomy in the Amazon. This 
approach would include applied research to 
collect and map Amazon biodiversity – with 
scientists studying fruits, nuts, plant extracts, 
and fibers, and using drones to sample 
biodiversity in hard-to-reach areas — along 
with digital platforms to secure biological 
assets for the public good.

To ensure that indigenous and local 
populations are included and benefit, clear 
and enforceable data-sharing rules and 
safeguards to promote local value creation 
and retention must accompany these 
efforts. In addition, establishing low- and 
high-tech innovation hubs in selected 
countries can stimulate local innovation, 
harness traditional knowledge, and ensure 
local ownership.

Advancing the green economy and 
achieving zero deforestation in the Amazon 
will depend on the combined efforts of 
governments, the private sector, and civil 
society. In Brazil, several groups, including 
the Concert for the Amazon and the 
Brazilian Coalition on Climate, Forests, 
and Agriculture, are playing a pivotal role 
in shaping the agenda and connecting 
stakeholders. And with the country’s federal 
government missing in action on this issue, 
local governments also are stepping up.

Concerted international and regional 
efforts, such as the Leticia Pact, combined 
with national and subnational interventions 
could create a brighter future for the 
Amazon. The health of the planet depends 
on it.

Getting to Zero Deforestation
in the Amazon by 2030 

Given the considerable fraud and corruption 
in most Amazonian countries’ land registries, 
creating a digitized, accessible, and up-to-date 
ledger is critical to enforcing existing laws and 

stimulating legal markets. 
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VIEWPOINT 13

The 17 members of the Major 
Economies Forum on Energy and 
Climate generate around 80 percent 

of global greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions. 
That means they have the power to pull 
the brakes on the climate emergency. As 
political leaders from the world’s richest 
countries gather for a US-hosted climate 
summit on Earth Day (April 22), they must 
use the occasion to acknowledge their 
shared responsibility to the planet and 
everyone on it.

The countries most affected by climate 
change bear the least responsibility for the 
problem. Of the 16 most climate-vulnerable 
countries, ten are in Asia and five are in 
Africa, where millions rely on agriculture 
but lack access to the clean energy that 
they will need to power a more resilient 
and profitable future. For these countries, 

‘building back better’ will be a stretch. They 
are already being held back by developed 
countries’ own energy and agriculture 
sectors, which are the leading sources of 
GHG emissions.

The period between now and the 
United Nations climate conference (COP26) 
in Glasgow in November represents a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity for 
world leaders to build a ‘climate-smart’ 
framework for tackling the twin challenges 
of food and energy insecurity. This will be 
necessary to support developing countries 
in leapfrogging to a sustainable growth and 
development model.

By convening its first-ever Food Systems 
Summit and its first High-Level Dialogue on 
Energy in 40 years, the UN has provided an 
ideal platform for all countries to commit 
to doing their part. To meet the agriculture 
challenge, we must devise solutions that 
sustainably fuel people, the planet, and 
prosperity, and account for the well-being 
and livelihoods of the world’s 500 million 
smallholder households, which are among 
the most vulnerable to climate change.

Rising temperatures are already costing 
Africa an estimated 1.4 percent of GDP per 
year, as well as imposing adaptation costs as 
high as 3 percent of GDP per year. Because 
this burden falls predominantly on farmers, 
building resilience and expanding access 
to clean energy in rural areas is crucial. 
In the short term, smallholders must be 
empowered to manage the consequences 

of climate change; but in the long term, 
they also must be incorporated into a more 
sustainable agriculture sector.

Over the past decade, decentralized 
renewable energy solutions like rooftop 
solar panels and mini grids have brought 
lighting and electrical appliances to 
hundreds of millions of households. But an 
estimated 840 million people are still living 
without electricity for basic appliances. 
With greater access to clean energy, more 
farming families could adopt technology to 

reduce the burden on human labor, which 
currently accounts for 80 percent of energy 
use on African agricultural land. And this, 
in turn, would make food systems more 
sustainable well into the future.

But achieving these goals will require 
a significant increase in climate finance. 
Developing countries need more resources 
to expand and de-risk distributed 
renewable energy systems, and to make 
these technologies affordable for farmers. 
Smallholder farmers currently receive a 
mere 1.7 percent of climate finance. With 
just a fraction of the world’s resources, 
they are left to fend for themselves against 

increasingly frequent and severe heat waves, 
droughts, and floods.

Fortunately, investing in clean-energy 
infrastructure in low-income countries 
offers an extraordinary return, easily paying 
for itself through future savings, resilience, 
and greater domestic economic activity. In 
Ghana, distributed solar energy is already 
emerging as a key source of power for local 
agro-processing facilities. And the Ghanaian 
government’s recent decision to halt 
exports of raw cocoa reflects preparations 

to scale up domestic processing in order to 
obtain better returns for farmers.

Companies providing renewable-
energy access are emerging as a significant 
employer across Africa and Asia. Every job 
they create brings the potential for up to 
five other income-generating opportunities 
in adjacent fields, such as crop irrigation on 
farms with access to ample electricity. These 
developments not only will improve food 
security by increasing farming efficiency and 
productivity, but will also build resilience 
against climate shocks and stresses.

More broadly, there is potentially an $11.3 
billion market for the use of decentralized 

renewable energy in irrigation, processing, 
and cold storage in Sub-Saharan Africa. But 
with the costs of the necessary technologies 
still too high for most farmers, the existing 
market is just $735 million — a mere 6 
percent of what it could be. Similarly, 
affordable, clean electricity for refrigeration 
could help to reduce food loss and waste, 
which costs more than $310 billion per year, 
40 percent of which occurs after harvest and 
early in the supply chain.

Finally, donors and governments in 
high-income countries must provide more 
than lip service. Transforming low-income 
countries’ energy and food systems calls for 
an unprecedented level of cross-sectoral 
collaboration — internationally, regionally, 
and nationally. Some of this is already 
happening through Food Systems Summit 
Dialogues that are taking place across more 
than 100 countries. But these conversations 
will need to continue and grow in scope and 
scale.

The 1,200 ideas that have already 
emerged from the Food Systems Summit 
open engagement process offer hope that 
the Pre-Summit in July in Rome and the 
Summit in September will yield concrete 
policies and commitments. At its core, the 
climate crisis is an energy crisis, and the 
climate crisis has contributed to a situation 
in which 690 million people go without 
enough food to meet their basic needs.

By focusing on the food-energy nexus, 
the world has an opportunity to tackle both 
climate change and food insecurity, building 
a brighter future for everyone.

Powering Sustainable Food Systems
EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT
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With greater access to clean energy, more farming 
families could adopt technology to reduce the burden 

on human labor, which currently accounts for 80 
percent of energy use on African agricultural land. 
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Many governments, aiming to 
foster a green and inclusive 
post-pandemic recovery, have 

embraced the slogan ‘Build Back Better’. So 
far, policymakers have focused on increasing 
public spending in ways that address 
climate and environmental challenges while 
also creating jobs for the disadvantaged. But 
fiscal conservatives worry that the rising tide 
of red ink will drown economies in debt and 
lead to a financial-market backlash.

With the pandemic not yet over, politicians 
are unsurprisingly loath to dampen spirits 
further with talk of tax increases. But the 
socially sustainable shift that they profess to 
seek will require revenue reforms.

For now, the current tax debate is more 
about the mix of taxes than their level. It is 
about smarter rather than higher taxes. The 
key here is to shift from taxing labor to taxing 
the use of resources. Policymakers should 
therefore consider introducing progressive 
consumer taxes on resource-intensive 
goods. This is not a new idea. Economists 
have long argued that funding income-
tax cuts by hiking taxes on resource usage 
and environmental harms would be more 
efficient and equitable. Such taxes would 
address the market’s failure to penalize 
polluters for the costs they inflict on society.

Vested interests have fended off such 
proposals for decades. But as we emerge 
from the multiple disruptions of the 
pandemic, we are seeing the scale and scope 
of government action, business models, and 
our personal lifestyles in a radically new light. 
There is now a real opportunity for change.

One efficient way to mitigate global 
warming would be to increase the price 
of carbon dioxide emissions by imposing 
carbon taxes or limiting the supply of 
tradable emissions permits, while phasing 
out long-standing fossil-fuel subsidies. This 
will be much discussed in the run-up to the 
United Nations’ COP26 climate summit in 
Glasgow in November.

But the broader environmental and 
social challenges confronting the ‘build 
back better’ agenda go beyond the need 
to accelerate the switch from fossil fuels 
to renewable energy. This is where green 
consumer taxes come in.

Although carbon pricing would feed 
through supply chains to push up the prices 
of resource-intensive goods, the impact on 
production, usage, and disposal of non-
energy resources would be muted and 
indirect. From a consumer perspective, CO2 
emissions are an invisible enemy. Direct 
consumer taxes that are clearly linked to 

the harms related to the goods people are 
buying, using, and dumping would be more 
transparent and understandable.

Relating green taxes to the weight and 
size of goods could draw a clearer link with 
non-renewable resource use, and would 
help to shift social norms. People using 
bigger cars or living in bigger homes would 
thus pay more, making smaller options 
more attractive. This would also encourage 
producers to innovate, adopt less resource-
intensive ‘circular’ methods, and offer 
services allowing consumers to share rather 

than own assets. Again, this is not a new idea: 
the economist E.F. Schumacher espoused it 
in his book Small Is Beautiful back in 1973. 

Since then, America in particular has 
developed a love affair with big. But we 
clearly cannot and should not aspire to a 
world in which every household inhabits 
a mansion and owns a two-and-a-half-ton 
SUV. Imposing progressively higher taxes 
on the purchase and use of large consumer 
durables such as cars and homes would 
prompt consumers to start adopting more 
sustainable spending habits. 

Naturally, like any tax increase, these 
higher goods taxes would face strong 

opposition. But the rationale for the taxes 
would be clear and, crucially, fair. And their 
progressive nature implies that the burden 
would be borne disproportionately by the 
higher-income households that consume 
more large, resource-intensive goods.

According to one estimate, in 2015 the 
richest 10 percent of the world’s population 
were responsible for 52 percent of cumulative 
CO2 emissions, with the top 1 percent alone 
accounting for 15 percent. 

Heavily taxing the materials and energy 
they consume could be sold to the rich as a 

more palatable option than higher income or 
wealth taxes.

The pandemic and the associated 
lockdowns have given us a sense of the 
dangers of excessive consumption and 
mobility. Although people will drop 
some of their new forced habits once the 
pandemic is over, many will recognize that 
their happiness and well-being are better 
served by interacting with others than by 
accumulating more stuff.

An even more powerful way for 
governments to secure support for new 
consumer taxes would be to strike a ‘Green 
Grand Bargain’ with the public to use the 

proceeds to accelerate the ‘Build Back Better’ 
agenda. Revenue from such taxes could, for 
example, finance a decrease in taxes on labor, 
particularly for the lower paid. This would 
make the package doubly progressive.

One option would be a ‘carbon dividend’, 
whereby households would receive a flat-
rate income financed by the green tax 
proceeds. This would disproportionately 
benefit poorer households.

Another possibility would be to use the 
new revenue to cut taxes or increase subsidies 
for services and green products. Pandemic 
lockdowns have severely damaged local 
businesses and services, particularly in the 
restaurant, leisure, and hospitality sectors.

In a similar vein, governments could use 
some of the tax proceeds to fund green 
investments, including by supporting 
households investing in electric vehicles 
(especially small ones) and home energy 
systems. Funding could also be directed to 
business and government investment in 
necessary infrastructure and research and 
development.

Moreover, fiscal policy in the world’s 
leading economies remains expansionary 
for the time being. This means that green 
consumption taxes could be phased in over 
a number of years, with the spending of the 
proceeds potentially front-loaded as a down 
payment on the Green Grand Bargain.

This would add to near-term government 
deficits, but help to kick-start a more sustainable 
recovery. With politicians more focused than 
ever on addressing the needs of people and the 
planet, the time is right for a more ambitious 
agenda to green the tax system.

Green Consumer Taxes 
MARK CLIFFE 
A former chief economist of the ING 
Group. 
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  Imposing progressively higher taxes on the 
purchase and use of large consumer durables such 

as cars and homes would prompt consumers to start 
adopting more sustainable spending habits.

Imposition of a common Value Added Tax 
(VAT) across all countries in the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council  (GCC) bloc took 

another step closer to realization with the 
decision last week by the Sultanate of Oman to 
introduce a 5 percent value-added tax (VAT).

With this decision, which came into effect 
from Friday, 16 April 2021, Oman became the 
fourth GCC country to implement VAT on 
transactions, following the UAE, Saudi Arabia 
and Bahrain that had introduced VAT earlier. 

Oman expects to realize around 1.5 percent 
of its GDP, or around US$1.3 billion (OMR400 
million), from VAT this year as it seeks to 
narrow a widening fiscal deficit. 

In July 2020, Saudi Arabia tripled its VAT rate 
from 5 to 15 percent to help fund its economic 
diversification plans and support coronavirus 
relief efforts.

In November 2016, all six GCC states signed 
the Common VAT Agreement, pledging to 
introduce a 5 percent VAT rate. The intention 
was that VAT would be implemented by 
the GCC states by 1 January 2018, and that 
countries which do not commence by that 
date would have until 1 January 2019 to 
introduce VAT.

On 1 January 2018 the UAE and KSA became 
the first among GCC states to introduce VAT 
according to the GCC Framework Agreement. 

Bahrain followed them a year later with the 
rollout of VAT on 1 January 2019. With Oman 
joining the ranks now and Qatar expected to go 
ahead with VAT in the second or third quarter 
of this year, the lone laggard in imposing VAT 
among GCC states would be Kuwait.

Kuwait’s parliament has pushed back 
the implementation date for VAT several 
times, the latest being in May 2018 when 
parliament’s budget and final accounts 
committee noted that the introduction of VAT 
would be delayed until 2021. However, the 
International Monetary Fund said last year 
that it expects the country to come on board 
with a VAT only by 2022. 

Oman becomes fourth GCC state to introduce VAT
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Disparity in vaccine distribution, 
surge in COVID-19 infections

As infections surge in many cities, hospitals have reported running 
out of vaccines, critical sedatives and other essential supplies. 
Vaccination campaigns against the virus that began in late 

2020 have so far been rolled out in nearly 190 countries, however the 
disparity in distribution of vaccines has been worrying to health experts 
worldwide — vaccinations are substantial in many wealthy countries 
while it has been only token gestures in many of the poorest nations of 
the world. 

Available data show that globally, about 87 percent of the 700 million 
doses dispensed so far have been in rich countries. Reports also indicate 
that high-income countries already own more than half of all global 
doses purchased, and it is estimated that there will not be enough 
vaccine doses to cover the world’s population until at least 2023. While 
one in four people in wealthy nations has received a vaccine, in poor 
countries the figure is one in more than 500, and there is increasing 
likelihood that people in over 60 countries may not receive any more 
vaccines until June at the earliest.

Though COVAX, the global initiative for equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines, has so far delivered about 40 million doses to more than 100 
countries, this is barely enough to cover 0.25 percent of the world’s 
population. The production glitches in vaccine manufacturing, and 
disparity in their distribution worldwide, have many health experts 
worried. Without redistribution of doses already purchased by high-
income countries through donations or other means, and without 
support for manufacturing or production of additional doses in more 
countries through a lowering of barriers in sharing intellectual property 
rights (IPR) on vaccine research and manufacturing, more than four in 
ten (41%) adults in the world will not be able to be vaccinated, even after 
allocating all COVAX doses to low- and middle-income countries.

In addition, reports of adverse effects from some of the vaccines 
have led to a suspension of their delivery in some countries. The US and 
some European countries have placed the use of Johnson & Johnson’s 
COVID-19 vaccine on hold, while authorities investigate extremely rare 
but dangerous blood clots. Likewise, the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 
has been hit with delays and restrictions in its production and delivery 
because of a clotting scare.

In late March, the World Health Organization (WHO) described the 
vaccine shortage as precarious; the organization was especially critical 
of the inequitable distribution of vaccines, terming it as ‘grotesque’. 
Director-General of WHO Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said it was 
“shocking” how little had been done to avert an entirely predictable 
“catastrophic moral failure” to ensure the equitable distribution of 
vaccines worldwide. The gap was “growing every single day, and 
becoming more grotesque every day,” he told a press conference.

“Countries that are now vaccinating younger, healthy people at low 
risk of disease are doing so at the cost of the lives of health workers, older 
people and other at-risk groups in other countries,” said the WHO Chief. 
“The inequitable distribution of vaccines is not just a moral outrage. It’s 
also economically and epidemiologically self-defeating,” he added.

Ensuring widespread global access to COVID-19 vaccines is necessary 
to not only prevent infections and deaths, it is also seen as being critical 
for achieving herd immunity locally, and for contributing to global 
population immunity which is considered a prerequisite to controlling 
and containing the virus.

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has so far infected over 140 million 
people and claimed the lives of more three million worldwide. To put 
these figures in perspective, the number of infected cases since onset 
of the pandemic in late 2019 has crossed the population of all countries 
except for the ten most populous nations in the world. The death toll 
from the disease is also higher than the total population of nearly 100 
of the 235 countries and territories recognized by the United Nations.

A comparison of total deaths from COVID-19 to the population of 
cities worldwide gives an even better frame of reference on the enormity 
and lethality of this disease. The mortality rate could be likened to a 
situation where the overwhelming majority (87%) of cities around the 
world, including well-known places such as Dubai, Beirut, Manchester, 
Chicago or Vancouver, were to suddenly each become empty of their 
entire people. 

Bear in mind that the number of infections and deaths are from 
officially reported figures, the real numbers could be significantly higher 
due to many deaths not being registered in official records, or from 
reluctance on the part of authorities in some places to reveal the true 
scale of the illness in their jurisdictions.

A new government report released in the United States confirms 
that COVID-19 became the third leading cause of death in the country 
last year. Researchers from the US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention say that more than 547,000 lives have been lost to COVID-19 
since the pandemic began last spring. 

Fat tissue 
metabolism explains 
obesity effects
Anecdotal and empirical evidence show that 

obesity can have severe effects on the quality 
of life and lifespan of individuals. Studies have also 
revealed that obesity substantially increases the risk 
of a wide range of diseases, including type 2 diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, and some cancers.

Despite the long-established health risks and 
warnings from medical experts, there has been an 
inexorable rise in rates of obesity throughout the 
world. According to the World Health Organization 
(WHO), in 2016, more than 650 million adults had 
obesity. Overweight and obesity now claim the lives 
of more than 2.8 million people each year.

A major challenge for researchers studying the 
disease has been to distinguish the effects of genetics 
from those of lifestyle on the progression of obesity 
and its effects on health. Now, a team of researchers 
at the Obesity Research Unit at the University of 
Helsinki, in Finland, have used an ingenious way 
to separate the effects of genetics and lifestyle on 
obesity.

The team examined 49 pairs of identical twins 
who did not share the same body mass index, or 
BMI, readings — iIdentical, or monozygotic, twins 

have the same genetic makeup, they experience 
almost identical conditions in the womb and usually 
have very similar upbringings. The BMI difference 
observed among the identical twins eliminated the 
effect of genes from the equation and strengthened 
the view that the influence of environment or lifestyle 
as adults, rather than their genes or conditions during 
childhood, had led to their obese condition.

For their study, the researchers first took blood 
samples and biopsies of fat, or adipose, tissue and 
skeletal muscle tissue from the volunteers. They then 
used a variety of molecular techniques to analyze the 
transcription of genes, production of proteins, and 
processing of metabolites in the two types of tissue. 

A key finding from the analysis was that the 
activity of mitochondria, the power plants of cells, 
was reduced in the muscle and adipose tissue of 
people with obesity. The change was also more 
marked in adipose than in muscle tissue. In addition, 
the team also found increased inflammation in the 
tissues from twins with obesity, compared with their 
leaner siblings.
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C limate change threatens the very future 
of humanity. Entire villages are already 
being washed to sea, and conflicts 

over scarce resources are intensifying around 
the world. Each year, more and more families 
are forcibly displaced by extreme weather 
events, creating a vicious cycle of extreme 
poverty, acute hunger, and insecurity.

As we mark Earth Day 2021, we must 
expand our focus to acknowledge the 
deepening links between the climate crisis 
and education, an area where we desperately 
need to translate good intentions and 
financial commitments into meaningful 
action. Education for the world’s most 
vulnerable populations —  especially girls and 
boys displaced by climate-related disasters, 
armed conflicts, and protracted political 
crises — must become a top priority in our 
race to protect humanity and create a more 
viable future for generations to come.

The challenge we face is unprecedented. 
Over the next 30 years, more than 140 
million people are expected to be displaced 
by climate change across South Asia, Sub-
Saharan Africa, and Latin America, at a cost of 
some $7.9 trillion. This wave of mass migration 
and displacement will disrupt global efforts 
to expand democratic and responsible 
governance, and to achieve the targets 
outlined in the Sustainable Development 
Goals and the Paris climate agreement.

Compounding the injustice facing 
marginalized and vulnerable children who 

have done nothing to contribute to the 
problem, girls, especially adolescents, often 
are the first to be forced out of school when 
droughts, landslides, floods, and other 
disasters strike, and they are the last to 
return, if they return at all. Without access to 
education, these girls face increased risk of 
sexual exploitation, early marriage, unwanted 
pregnancy, and child labor.

This represents a tragic loss of human 
capital. The Malala Fund estimates that in 
2021, climate-related events will prevent at 
least four million girls in developing countries 
from completing their education. And this 
number could reach 12 million by 2025.

We need to start connecting the dots 
between these issues. By incorporating 
education aid into their broader climate 
agendas, governments can replace the vicious 
cycle of displacement, poverty, and insecurity 
with a new, virtuous cycle. Educated girls 
are powerful agents of change. With the 
right education, today’s marginalized 
and vulnerable young people can build 
tomorrow’s stronger and more resilient 
economies and communities.

The numbers do not lie. Recent studies 
indicate that an additional year of primary 
school for girls can raise per capita income by 
10-20 percent. Conversely, the price of failing 
to educate girls through secondary school is 
estimated at $15-30 trillion in lost productivity. 
These foregone gains could make a huge 
difference in addressing climate change and 
building stronger societies.

Research also shows that educating 
girls saves lives. A 2013 study analyzing the 
links between girls’ education and disaster-
risk reduction found that if 70 percent of 
women aged 20-39 received at least a lower-
secondary education, disaster-related deaths 
could be reduced by 60 percent by 2050.

There are flickers of hope behind these 
grim statistics. Consider Afghanistan, where 
an increase in droughts, floods, and extreme 

weather is displacing families and triggering 
conflicts. Though Afghan girls’ and women’s 
basic rights have long been systematically 
violated, women are now teaching science 
and biology and empowering the next 
generation of girls. In rural areas, girls who 
missed out on education are accessing safe 
learning environments in community-based 
education centers. And national education 
policies are taking a proactive approach to get 
more girls in school.

In the Sahel, where people are increasingly 
fighting over scarce resources and fleeing 
record-breaking temperatures and droughts, 
children are the ones left furthest behind. 
Yet in countries like Chad, the international 
community has come together to support 
multi-year resilience education programs 
through global funds such as Education 
Cannot Wait, hosted by the UN. Thanks 
to these collective investments, girls are 
acquiring new skills in science, technology, 
engineering, and math, which will afford them 
more opportunities to thrive, and perhaps 
become powerful advocates for sustainable 
development and climate resilience.

In Mozambique, children today face 
the triple threat of climate change, violent 
insecurity, and COVID-19. But with ongoing 

support, girls and boys can now access remote 
education services, and are learning through 
TV, radio, and tablets. These children will 
know what to do when the next cataclysmic 
cyclone hits. Through education, they are 
becoming more resilient, more aware, and 
more empowered to act. 

To address the multiplying risks 
facing children in developing countries – 
particularly in crisis contexts, we must take 
urgent, holistic, and collective action to link 
education and climate change. For donors, 
governments, and private-sector leaders, this 
means that education should be earmarked 
in contributions to the Paris agreement, 
COVID-19 response packages, and overall 
strategies for low-carbon, climate-resilient 
development. And as we look ahead to the 
COP26 climate change conference in Glasgow 
in November and other global gatherings, 
funding for education, especially education 
for vulnerable girls, should be put at the top of 
the international agenda.

Hope is not enough. We need to embrace 
proactive measures to ensure humanity’s 
long-term survival. The choice is ours. An 
investment in girls’ education is an investment 
in our shared humanity, our economy, and the 
future of the planet.

Climate-Education Crisis
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