
Kuwait Towers lights

up with Indian Flag 

Kuwait Towers, the iconic 
landmark on Arabian Gulf 

Street was lit up on 26 May with 
the Indian tricolor flag in a show of 
solidarity and support with India 
in its battle against the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In a statement, the Indian 
Embassy said that this gesture was 
a reassuring message of support 
and solidarity to India from its 
traditional and close friend Kuwait, 
in this collective battle against 
COVID-19. 

                THE TIMES KUWAIT REPORT 

In January of this year, Kuwait’s 
then caretaker government 
approved a budget bill that 

projected a deficit of KD12 billion 
for the fiscal year 2021-22 (FY 21-
22) starting on 1 April. The forecast 
deficit would make it the eighth 
consecutive year that the country is 
faced with a deficit annual budget, 
and portends to the economic 
and financial challenges that loom 
ahead. 

Despite the critical economic 
situation, the executive and 
legislative branches of parliament 
continue to remain at loggerheads, 

unable or unwilling to work 
together to discharge the primary 
responsibility entrusted to them — 
to draft and efficiently implement 
policies and laws that determine 
a long-term sustainable future for 
Kuwait.

Though the estimated deficit for 
FY 21-22 is less than the amended 
KD14 billion deficit predicted for 
the previous fiscal year, it reflects a 
pattern of recurring budget deficits 
in recent years. 
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Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) has 
announced the awarding of its biggest-

ever environmental contracts worth more 
than KD300 million. 

The contracts are part of KOC’s Soil 
Remediation and Restoration project, which 
aims to clean up 17 million cubic meters (m3) 
of soil contaminated from the oil-wells set 
ablaze during the occupation of Kuwait by 
Iraqi forces in 1990-91.

It is perhaps emblematic of the delays 
surrounding the implementation of many 
projects in Kuwait that it took more than 
three decades after the liberation of Kuwait, 
for KOC to be able to finally award tenders 
to this critically important  environment 
program. 

The Central Agency for Public Tenders 
has now approved three tenders to joint 
ventures between local and international 
companies. The tenders that are divided into 
five packages are expected to be officially 
signed in the coming weeks.

The first tender, North Kuwait Drilling, 
Transport, and Processing Project, worth a 
total of KD115 million, has been broken up 
into two packages to clean up two separate 
zones. The Zone 1 contract has been awarded 
to a joint venture of Khaled Ali Al-Kharafi and 
Brothers for Construction Contracting, and 
the Lamor Corporation for KD58 million.

The Zone 2 contract was awarded to a 
joint venture between Kuwaiti Company for 
Process Plant Construction and Contracting, 
and the Environmental Technology 
Management Company, for KD57 million.

The second tender, South Kuwait Project 
for Dilling, Transport, and Processing, worth 
a similar total of KD115, is also broken up into 
two packages. Contract for the cleanup of 
Zone1 in this contract has been awarded to 
a joint venture between Khaled Ali Al-Kharafi 
and Brothers for Construction Contracting 
with the Lamor Corporation for KD59 million.

The Zone 2 package has been awarded 
to a joint venture between Kuwaiti 
Company for Process Plant Construction 
and Contracting, along with its foreign 
partners for KD56 million. A separate tender 
for soil restoration was awarded to Al-Sayer 
Construction Company for General Trading 
and Contracting for a total amount of KD76 
million.

With the awarding of the new tenders, 
KOC said it was moving forward towards 
achieving its strategic objectives related to 
environmental affairs. The company noted 
that the region requiring remediation and 
restoration was spread over 114 square 
kilometers of land. 

LOCAL

Ministry of Health  (MoH) in a 
press release last week provided 
much-needed clarity on health 

requirements that passengers coming into 
or exiting the country are required to fulfill.

The first procedure in a slew of 
stipulations for anyone seeking entry 
or exit from Kuwait is to register on the 
Kuwait-Musafer and the Shlonak mobile 
applications. Additional regulations and 
exemptions apply based on the category 
of passenger.

Kuwaiti citizens, their first-degree 
relatives and domestic workers 
accompanying them, as well as diplomats 
and a limited category of workers 
including health professionals, are 
currently permitted to enter Kuwait. 
Foreigners continue to be banned from 

entering Kuwait and a ban on direct 
flights from around three dozen countries 
still remains in force. And, as of 22 May, 
only vaccinated citizens are allowed to 
travel outside the country. 

However, the MoH press release 
stated that the following categories 
of passengers are excluded from the 
vaccination requirement: Citizens who 
obtain a certificate from MoH stating their 
inability to take vaccination due to health 
reasons. Pregnant Kuwaiti women who 
carry a certificate of proof of pregnancy 
issued and approved by the MoH. 
Children in the age group not subject to 
vaccination. Kuwaiti students with proof 
of studying abroad, who have received 
at least the first dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine. These students will also not need 
to be vaccinated at least two weeks prior 
to their travel. Regarding other health 
procedures that need to be followed 
for return to Kuwait, the health ministry 
clarified as follows:

Passengers not vaccinated: Register on 
the Kuwait Musafer and the Shlonak app; 
Submit result of a PCR test taken within 
72 hours before the date of boarding the 
plane; Undergo a PCR test upon arrival 
at Kuwait airport. Furthermore, they will 
have to quarantine for a period of 14 days, 

MoH provides clarity on 
health requirements for travelers

KOC announces major 
environmental contract

The world celebrates International Day 
of Yoga (IDY) on 18 June. This year, as 

part of IDY 2021, the Indian Embassy is 
organizing a photo and video contest on 
the theme of yoga.

An Embassy of India announcement noted 
that it was inviting entries for two contests — A 
photo contest on the theme  ‘Be With Yoga, Be 
at Home’, and a video blogging contest on the 
theme ‘My Family and Yoga Time’.

The announcement added that the contest 
is open to all Indian Nationals and friends of 
India in Kuwait. Entries may be sent to edu.
kuwait@mea.gov.in with links to Google Drive 
or Dropbox. The last date for entries is 10 June.

The Embassy may publish these entries 
on its social media handles. The copyright of 
the submissions should be assigned to the 
Embassy of India in Kuwait by their respective 

participants. An undertaking to this effect may 
be attached with the entries along with details 
such as name, nationality, passport number, 
date of birth, contact phone numbers and 
email IDs. 

Indian Embassy announces 
contest to mark IDY 2021

including 7 days of institutional quarantine, a 
smear test on the seventh day, and completion 
of 7 days in-home quarantine.

However, the following categories are 
exempted from institutional quarantine:

Kuwaiti patients and those accompanying 
them; Diplomats accredited to the State of 
Kuwait, their first-degree relatives, and their 
accompanying domestic workers; Minors 
under the age of 18 are prevented from arriving 
alone without a companion; Medical personnel 

and their first-degree relatives and their 
accompanying domestic workers; And, Kuwaiti 
students with proof of studying abroad.

Vaccinated Passengers: Register on the 
Kuwait Musafer and the Shlonak app; Submit 
results of a PCR test taken within 72 hours 
before the date of boarding the plane. Submit 
a PCR test result within three days from the 
date of arrival in Kuwait, and end of quarantine 
if the result is negative.
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Parliament approves bonus for frontline workers

A special session of Parliament held 
on Thursday decided to approve a 
KD600 million budget for granting 

bonuses to frontline workers involved in the 
ongoing fight against the COVID-19 crisis.

The bill, which received approval from61 
of the 62 lawmakers present during the 
special session, also stipulated several 
conditions to be fulfilled in order for 
frontliners to be eligible to receive the 
bonus. 

In a bid to weed out any corruption or 

favoritism in the bonus awarding process, 
the lawmakers demanded that the 
authorities ensure the bonus was being 
disbursed only to workers who deserve it 
and who have fulfilled their duties during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition, the State Audit Bureau 
has been tasked with preparing a report 
every three months and submitting it 
for parliamentary review. In addition, 
the government has been required to 
submit a report on the conclusion of the 

initiative to ensure full transparency in the 
disbursement process. 

The special session also witnessed the 
constitutional oath-taking and swearing-
in of newly elected member, Dr. Obaid Al 
Wasmi, who won by a landslide in last week’s 
by-election from the fifth constituency., 
took the constitutional oath in front of 
parliament.

Also during the special session, 11 MPs 
requested that a special session be held 
next Thursday,3 June, to discuss the law 

regarding the juridical branches right in 
reviewing cases where one’s nationality has 
been withdrawn.

Global Resilience Index, published annually by the US-
based mutual insurance company, FM Global, has found 

Kuwait’s resilience to economic emergencies lowest among 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

The Resilience Index compiles economic, supply chain 
and risk quality data on 130 countries, to evaluate resilience 
around the world. The index provides companies with 
detailed data about countries that help them make informed 
strategic decisions on which country to choose to do 
business when they plan on opening in a new region.

In the 2021 FM Global Resilience Index, Kuwait ranked 
86th, among the 130 countries assessed for this year’s index, 
with a score of 42.1 out of a total 100 points. Kuwait was 
followed from the bottom of GCC rankings by Oman (69) 
with a score of 47.8; Saudi Arabia (55) with a score of 56.1; 
and Bahrain (49) with a score of 60.7. At the top in terms of 
resilience in the GCC were Qatar (34) scoring 74, and the UAE 
(32) scoring 74.9.

The index measures the resilience of countries by 
evaluating them against 12 objective measures on economic, 

risk quality and supply chain risks. Economic data includes 
productivity, political risks, oil intensity, and urbanization 
rate. Risk quality measures inherent cyber risks and exposure 
to natural hazards among others. Supply chain evaluates 
control of corruption, quality of infrastructure, corporate 
governance, and supply chain visibility.

In economic factors, Kuwait ranked 74th among the 
countries assessed this year with a score of 44; and ranked 82nd 
in supply chain scoring 48.1points. But what pulled Kuwait 
even further down in overall rank was its exposure to risk 
quality, where it ranked 101st with a score of just 22.5 points.

Denmark came first in this year’s index with a score of 100, 
followed by Norway in second spot with a score of 98.1, and 
Luxembourg in third position scoring 96.7. Bringing up the 
rear of the pile in this year’s ranking was Iran in 98th spot 
with a score of 16.1; Venezuela in 99th position scoring just 
1.5; and Haiti at the bottom with a score of zero.  

Kuwait’s weak 
resilience highlighted
in global FM Index

IDF offers free medical 
teleconsultations
Indian Doctors Forum (IDF) Kuwait has formed a panel of doctors offering 

free medical tele-consultations to the Indian community in Kuwait.
Appreciating this voluntary gesture on the part of the IDF , the Indian 

Embassy provided a list of the names of doctors offering free medical advice and 
counselling support, including their specialties, contact details, consultation 
timings and languages spoken.

The embassy announcement also noted that the voluntary service provided 
by the doctors aims to help, guide and advise patients in distress during the 
ongoing pandemic. However, in case of any medical emergency, the patients 
should proceed directly to the nearest medical center. 

The embassy also urged patients, in case they were not able to speak directly 
to the doctor, to leave a text or voice message and the concerned doctor would 
revert to them at the earliest. The embassy communique underlined that in 
conforming to local Kuwait medical laws, the doctors would not be able to 
recommend any medications to the patients. 

Indian Embassy is pleased to announce that following Indian doctors from 
the Indian Doctors Forum (IDF) Kuwait have expressed their willingness to 
provide free of cost voluntary tele-consultations offering medical advice and 
counselling support to Indian nationals in Kuwait.

Visit for doctors list: https://www.timeskuwait.com/news/indian-embassy-
announces-numbers-for-free-medical-tele-consultations-panel/
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 Thought
  for the         e

week
 — Amartya Sen

Progress is more plausibly judged 
by the reduction of deprivation 
than by the further enrichment 

of the opulent.   

Hot scorching summer days are soon approaching. To quench 
your thirst and revive your energy, here is a cool and refreshing 
watermelon milkshake that you can easily make at home.

It is creamy, it is refreshing, it is healthy, it is reviving; in short, it is just 
perfect for summer.

Preparation and Making Time : 5 to 7 minutes
Serving : 3-4 glasses

Ingredients:
• 2 cups cubed seedless frozen 

watermelon 
• 1/2 cup small cubed seedless 

watermelon
• 2 cup full fat milk
• 2 scoop vanilla ice cream 
• 2 tbsp cashew nuts
• 2 tbsp. rose syrup (Roohafza)

*For Garnishing:
• Vanilla ice cream 
• Rose syrup 
• Cashew nuts pieces

Directions:
• Add  2 cups of cubed frozen seedless watermelon and cashew 

nuts to a blender and mix to form a juice
• Add milk, ice cream  and rose syrup blend again until smooth and 

creamy
• In a glass add some small seedless watermelon pieces
• Pour your milkshakes into the glass
• Top up with a dollop of vanilla ice cream or strawberry ice cream, 

drizzle a teaspoon of rose syrup on it and sprinkle some cashew 
nut pieces on top. 

• Wedge a slice of watermelon on the side of each glass before 
serving.

RECIPE

Chef Chhaya Thakker

Indian Chef Chhaya Thakker, who has a huge following online on 
WhatsApp and YouTube will be sharing her favorite recipes and 
cooking tips with readers of The Times Kuwait. For feedback, you 
can write to editortimeskuwait@gmail.com 

FOOD

Watermelon  
Frosty

Inflammation is a natural process of the body as it 
fights infections and toxins, in an attempt to heal 
itself. So, when something damages your cells, your 

body releases chemicals that trigger a response from your 
immune system.

Inflammation is harmful when it becomes chronic and 
lasts for weeks, months or years causing various health 
problems and affecting your overall health. 

Classic signs of acute (short-term) inflammation include 
redness, pain, heat, and swelling. On the other hand, 
Chronic (long-term) inflammation occurs inside your body 
and drives illnesses like diabetes, PCOS, Crohn’s disease, 
fertility problems, heart disease, fatty liver disease and 
cancer, and many common symptoms such as bloating, 
water retention, constipation, acne, weight gain, hormonal 
imbalance, ulcers and candida.

Environmental and lifestyle factors, as well as prolonged 
psychological stress  promote inflammation, but food also 
plays a significant role in causing inflammation.

Some foods are associated with an increased risk of chronic 
inflammation, and are known as inflammatory foods:
Sugary beverages: Sugar drinks and fruit juices 
Refined carbs: White bread, white pasta
Desserts: Cookies, candy, cake, and ice cream
Processed meat: Hot dogs, salami, mortadella, sausages
Processed snack foods: Crackers, chips, and pretzels
Certain oils: Processed vegetable oils like soybean and 
corn oil
Trans fats: Foods with partially hydrogenated ingredients
Alcohol: Excessive alcohol consumption

Those foods should be replaced by anti-Inflammatory ones:
Vegetables: Broccoli, kale, carrots, tomatoes, sweet 
potatoes, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cauliflower… 

Fruit: All fruits especially colored berries 
Healthy fats: Extra virgin olive oil, coconut oil, avocados 
and olives
Fatty fish: Salmon, sardines, all kinds of grilled fish, tuna
Lean meat: Veal or Beef meat, chicken breast
Eggs: White eggs, Yolk
Nuts: Almonds, walnuts, peanuts, and other nuts
Seeds: Sunflower seeds, sesame seeds, chia seeds, flax 
seeds
Chocolate: Dark chocolate 
Spices: Turmeric, cinnamon, Chili, pepper
Tea: Green tea

Based on studies of anti-inflammatory foods and its 
benefits, I have incorporated a new six-week long anti-
inflammatory diet plan that will refresh your gut health and 
treat all the undesirable symptoms described above. 

The anti-inflammatory diet plan is well-balanced, well 
customized, incorporating foods with beneficial effects at 
every meal for each person, each case and each preference.

Once you have your healthy menu organized, make 
sure you incorporate these other good habits of an anti-
inflammatory lifestyle:
Regular exercise: Exercise can decrease inflammatory 
markers and your risk of chronic diseases.
Sleep: Getting enough sleep is extremely important. 
Researchers have found that a poor night’s sleep increases 
inflammation. 

Boost your health, reduce inflammation, lose weight 
and be the best version of yourself from the inside out. 

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness and has 
joined The Times Kuwait team in a new weekly column 
discussing nutrition and answering queries. You can send in 

your questions to infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

Anti-Inflammatory Diet
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The fall in infection cases and 
rapid pace of vaccination 
drive that have resulted 

in a positive epidemiological 
situation in recent weeks, could be 
overturned unless the situation of 
workers living together in cramped 
and unhygienic conditions is 
tackled, warn health officials in the 
country.

Overcrowding in labor housing, 
and neglecting adherence to 
health requirements threaten to 
worsen the coronavirus infection 
spread and hinder plans to contain 
the virus, said health authorities 
following inspections at various 
locations housing bachelors.

The officials highlighted 
that owners of companies and 
businesses need to understand 
the gravity of the situation arising 
from this overcrowding. They 

have to ensure that employees 
living in company-provided 
accommodations are living in 
hygienic conditions. As a first-step, 
they could begin by reducing the 
number of workers forced to share 
one room. 

The officials added that laxity 
in maintaining the preventative 
health measures would lead to a 
hike in infection cases that would 
increase the burden on the health 
system and multiply the challenges 
the country is facing due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Meanwhile, the health 
authorities have reiterated that 
vaccinated citizens, coming from 
abroad, are required to quarantine 
at home upon their return to the 
country until the results of the PCR 
swab taken 72-hours after their 
arrival, confirms that they are free 
from coronavirus.

The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation and other concerned 
authorities decided to exempt 
from institutional quarantine, 
all citizens, their first-degree 
relatives, and domestic workers 

accompanying them, as well as 
those who had recently recovered 
from the coronavirus infection, 
provided they were vaccinated 
prior to their arrival with a 
vaccine approved by local health 
authorities. 

Nevertheless, there have been 
reports of citizens arriving from 
several countries exiting Kuwait 
International Airport and mixing 
with family and friends without 
subjecting themselves to the 
mandated home quarantine. 
The authorities warn that such 
irresponsible behavior could have 
serious health repercussions for 
the community.

Health authorities have 
repeatedly stressed the need for all 
segments of society to continue to 
follow health regulations against 
the coronavirus. This need has 

increased since last week with the 
reopening of many businesses 
and the large number of people 
gathering together at venues. The 
officials noted that the current 
health requirements are likely to 
continue for an extended period, 
even after most people are 
vaccinated against the virus.

Unhygienic living conditions 
hamper coronavirus containment

ABCK-AmCham Kuwait held their 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

online. At the onset, ABCK- AmCham 
Kuwait Chairman, Frank Belonus, 
thanked members and the board of 
directors for their constant support 
and contribution to the organization. 

He then gave a snapshot of the 
organization’s activities over the past 
year: “We saw a 45 percent growth of the 
organization over the past 12 months, 
despite challenges from the ongoing 
pandemic.” Belonus also highlighted 
the organization’s increased regional 
collaborations with other AmChams 
and entities throughout the region, 
which increased the number of online 
activities that the Chamber was able to 

organize for members.
For her part, Chair of the Women 

in Business Focus Group and Board 
Member,Dr. Arezou Harraf, spoke 
about AmCham Kuwait’s most 
recent achievement in becoming the 
30th signatory from Kuwait to the 
Women’s Empowerment Principles of 
the United Nations Global Compact 
and United Nations Women. Acting 
Executive Director of ABCK-AmCham 
Kuwait, Paola de la Roche,  then 
presented attendees with the financial 
performance of the organization in 
2020, and allocated the budget for the 
upcoming year.

Chair of the Policy & Strategic 
Committee and Board Member, 

Rashed AlManee,  then spoke about 
the US-Kuwait Strategic Dialogue of 
2020, and thanked the US Embassy 
for their crucial role in the strategic 
dialogue which involved topics such 
as economic diversification, economic 
growth, and collaborations, among 
other topics. 

The organization’s Vice Chairman, 
Pete Swift, then spoke about past 
events and highlighted some of the 
events that ABCK- AmCham Kuwait has 
in store for 2021. 

The event concluded with virtual 
speed networking where new and 
existing members had the chance to 
get to know each other and learn about 
different businesses and industries.

ABCK-AmCham Kuwait holds virtual AGM Senior class exams 
postponed for ten days
Final year exams for students in private 

and public schools will be conducted 
as planned in-person at schools, but would 
be postponed for ten days to give students 
more time to prepare.

Announcing this, the Ministry of 
Education (MoE) said in a statement that 
paper exams for 12th grade public and 
private students, and the examination of 
10th and 11th-grade students would be postponed for a period of 10 days. 
The examinations will now commence on 9 June, rather than on 30 May as 
earlier scheduled. The exams are now slated to end on 24 June instead of 14 
June as planned previously.

The ministry also noted that religious education examinations would 
begin a day earlier than senior school exams on 8 June and conclude 
on 24 June. Earlier on Thursday, the National Assembly during a special 
session discussed the issue of postponing the final-year exams with some 
lawmakers calling for it to be scrapped this year in view of the ongoing 
pandemic, and taking into consideration the views of parents and students 
wary of attending sit-in exams,

In its statement, the MoE said the exams were being postponed within 
the framework of working with the Parliament and in consideration of 
requests made by several parents to postpone the exams to allow students 
more time to prepare for the paper-exams.

The ministry affirmed its keenness to give its male and female students 
more time to study and would publish a detailed bulletin indicating the 
new examination schedules.
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Jazeera to join IATA Travel Pass program
Jazeera Airways has confirmed that it 

will begin testing the International 
Air Transport Authority (IATA) Travel 

Pass program, as part of its efforts to offer 
passengers more ease of travel. The IATA 
Travel Pass is a mobile app that allows 
travelers to store their passport details 
and manage their verified certifications for 
COVID-19 tests or vaccines. 

The app provides airport authorities with 
the means to verify the authenticity of tests 
or vaccinations and the identity of those 
presenting their certificates, while enabling 
airlines to provide accurate information 
to passengers on test requirements and 
verify that a passenger meets the specific 

requirements of countries for travel to 
these destinations. The Travel Pass will be 
integrated into the Jazeera App to make 
the system convenient and ensure that all 
personal details are secure.

Travel Pass has been tested by several 
airlines, including Emirates Airline, Etihad 
Airways, Qatar Airways, Singapore Airlines, 
British Airways, Swiss, and Virgin Atlantic. 
Since 1 May, passengers traveling to 
Singapore have been able to use the pass as 
part of an ongoing collaboration between 
the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore 
(CAAS) and IATA. Singapore becomes the 
first country where airlines, IATA and the 
government, are all working together on 

one system for opening up travel. Travel 
Pass is expected to be adopted as the gold 
standard around the world to enable the 
free and safe movement of travelers.

Rohit Ramachandran, CEO Jazeera 
Airways said, “We are pleased to be working 
with IATA on this significant technological 
development for international air travel. It 
is important for Kuwait that we are part of 
this global solution to enable citizens and 
residents to travel safely.’’

Kamil Al Awadhi, IATA Regional VP, Africa 
and the Middle East said, “Travel Pass has 
been successfully tested with a number of 
airlines and Jazeera will be the first low-cost 
airline in the region to join the development 

and roll-out. We will support them in every 
way we can to implement it quickly for the 
airline and its passengers.”

Ministry of Education received the go-
ahead from the Administrative Court 

to hold sit-in exams for students in 12th 
standard, following the court’s rejection of 
an appeal filed to cancel paper-based exams.

Responding to the verdict, a source 
at the ministry said that preparations are 
underway to hold exams in a safe and secure 
manner with all school clinics equipped and 
provided with nursing staff to respond to any 
emergency. Isolation rooms have also been 
readied and required sanitary conditions 
have been achieved.

The source added health teams had 
been visiting test schools during the past 
few days to assess their readiness to hold 

exams in a safe environment and they would 
submit what was expected to be positive 
recommendations on allowing students to 
take the exam in person.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The deficits can in large measure be 
attributed to sustained lower global oil prices, 
and, since 2020, on the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis that continues to significantly impact the 
economy. Kuwait’s oil dependent economy is 
especially vulnerable to downturns in global oil 
prices, with any prolonged fall in international 
oil prices having a pronounced bearing on the 
country’s revenues and its budget allocations. 

Oil accounts for around 90 percent of 
Kuwait’s revenue and the country produces 
around 2.4 million barrels of crude a day, 
making it the fourth-biggest member of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). However, since 2017, prolonged low oil 
prices and limitations on production, due to 
compliance with commitments to production 
cuts mandated by OPEC, have resulted in 
Kuwait facing a sharp fall in revenues that has 
resulted in repeated annual budget deficits.

In its latest assessment of the growing 
deficit among Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states, international sovereign credit rating 
agency, Standard & Poor’s (S&P), said that in 
2021, Kuwait is expected to record the highest 
deficit-to-GDP ratio of 20 percent among 
the Gulf  states. The agency also noted that 
Kuwait would account for nearly a quarter of 
the US$355 billion cumulative deficit that GCC 
states are forecast to accrue between the 2021-
2024 period. Government debt as a percent 
of GDP is important, as it is often used by 
investors to assess a country’s ability to make 
future payments on its debt, thus affecting the 
country’s borrowing costs and government 
bond yields.

Attempts by the government to shore 
up its finances by implementing urgently 
needed financial and economic reforms, 
such as introducing a value-added-tax (VAT), 
reducing lavish subsidiaries doled to citizens, 
and addressing a bloated public wage bill, 
have all been thwarted by opposition in the 
country’s parliament. Efforts on the part of 
the authorities to raise funds by borrowing on 
the international debt market have also been 
blocked in the National Assembly. Since 2017, 
lawmakers have repeatedly rejected passing 
the government’s public debt bill that is 
required to authorize borrowing. 

Falling income, recurring budget deficits 
and inability to issue debt have led to the 
state-treasury, the General Reserve Fund 
(GRF), facing  a liquidity crisis. Confronted by 
the prospect of being unable to conduct its 
normal functioning, the government recently 
proposed drawing down from the country’s 
copious reserve fund, the Future Generations 
Fund (FGF). But this suggestion was promptly 
shot down by  opposition lawmakers, who 
termed it a red-line that the government would 
not be allowed to cross.

 To bring clarity on the structure of Kuwait’s 
reserve funds, it bears explaining that the 
GRF, which functions as the state treasury, 
receives all revenues of the government and 
disburses all expenses of the state. The GRF 
also holds the government’s other substantial 
assets, including its various public enterprises 
such as the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development, and the mega Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC) — the parent entity for all oil 
and gas subsidiaries that undertake upstream 
and downstream hydrocarbon activities in 

Kuwait and abroad. 
The FGF was established in 1976 under 

law number 106/76, which mandated that 10 
percent of the state’s total revenues each year 
should be deducted and transferred to the 
FGF in order to support future generations 
and prepare for the eventual end of the oil-
era. The Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA) 
is responsible for managing both the GRF 
surpluses and all the assets of FGF. Established 
in 1953 to manage Kuwait’s surplus oil funds, 
KIA is the world’ first and currently the fifth 
largest sovereign wealth fund with estimated 
assets in excess of US$530 billion. 

In a respite for the financially-starved 
government, lawmakers passed a bill in 2020 
that amended the FGF law and made the annual 
transfer of funds conditional on the country 
registering a surplus budget in any given year. 
The amendment reinstated around KD3 billion 
that the FY20-21 budget had already transferred 
to the FGF and allowed the government to tide 
over its immediate payment requirements, 
especially the disbursement of public wages. 
While this cash infusion provided a breather, 
it was not sufficient to meet the government’s 
growing financial commitments and budgets 
of ministries. 

Left with very few options to raise money, 
the government is reported to have begun 
liquidating some of the state’s assets held by 
GRF through asset swaps with the FGF. Some 
of the prime assets held by GRF, including its 
stake in Kuwait Finance House and telecoms 
company Zain, are said to have been swapped 
for cash in late 2020. In January of this year, the 
GRF is also said to have transferred its flagship 
possession, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, 
over to the FGF. 

These asset swaps have helped the 
government garner a few more billion dinars, 
but it has also further weakened the overall 
viability of its treasury. The GRF is also said 
to be negotiating with state-owned KPC for 
another KD7 billion in accrued dividends that 
the organization owes the state treasury. Latest 
indications are that the two have reached an 
agreement to repay the dividends over a 15-year 
period. The Corporation has contended that it 
needed the money for capital expenditure to 
continue maintaining its upstream oil and gas 
operations and to invest in oil fields. 

Though this staggered financing 
arrangement does not help the GRF meet its 
immediate cash requirements, it is expected to 
provide a relief for KPC, which was planning on 
raising capital by issuing debt on local, regional 
and international markets. The lack of funds 
and borrowing plans by Kuwait’s national oil 
company, which produces around 7 percent of 
the world’s total crude oil, is emblematic of the 
overall financial challenges the country faces. 

Analysts believe that the short-term 
measures pursued by the government will only 
help push the liquidity crisis further down the 
line, and that it could reemerge as early as the 
third-quarter of this year. Moreover, even if the 
government is able to pass the contentious 

public debt law through parliament, the 
proposed ceiling of KD20 billion in the law 
means that, given the current trend in budget 
deficits, this amount will probably be exhausted 
by 2024. 

However, any prospects of an early passage of 
the debt bill through parliament looks unlikely 
in view of the ongoing confrontation between 
the executive and opposition members in 
parliament. In its assessment of Kuwait’s deficit, 
Standard and Poor’s noted that a public debt 
law in the absence of any meaningful reforms 
would be meaningless, and that the current 
problems besieging the government are likely 
to return in a few years time. 

If another indictment on Kuwait’s economy 
was needed, this was provided by the 2021 FM 
Global Resilience Index. The index revealed that 
Kuwait’s resilience to economic, supply chain, 
and other risk disruptions were the lowest 
among its neighboring Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states. The index showed Kuwait 
scoring 42.1 points out of a total possible 100 
points to rank 86th among the 130 countries 
assessed in this year’s index.

The FM Global Resilience Index, published 
annually by the US-based mutual insurance 
company, FM Global, compiles qualitative and 
quantitative data on the economic, supply 
chain and risk quality data of 130 countries, to 
evaluate their resilience to these disruptions. 
The index provides foreign investors and 
companies with detailed data about countries 
that help them make informed strategic 
decisions when it comes to investing abroad. 

In the current scenario, countries ranking 
high in the index are considered to be well-
positioned to foster robust economic rebound 
and post-pandemic business recovery. 
Countries at the other end of the index are 
deemed to fare poorly in similar situations. 
Kuwait’s position in the lower half of the third 
quartile of this year’s index is indicative of its 
weakness in mustering effective responses to 
economic emergencies. The index ranking is 
also a reflection of several inherent weaknesses, 
not least of which is the country’s inability to 
implement much-needed economic, financial, 
and administrative reforms. 

Lower ranking in the Global resilience index 
together with the higher deficit-to-GDP ratio 
estimated by S&P for the 2021-2024 period, are 
potent pointers to Kuwait’s flailing economy 
that could discourage investors and investment 
in the country going forward. What Kuwait 
needs is long-term sustainable solutions that 
include far-reaching reforms and restructuring 
of finances, including reducing subsidies, 
restructuring the public wage bill, imposing 
new taxes such as VAT, overcoming spending 
gaps, and implementing efficacies to meet 
economic exigencies. 

Clearly, it is time to rethink the entire 
situation where the country’s vital plans, bills 
and policies get bogged down in parliament, 
while the executive and legislative display 
immature antics and wrangle over piddling 
issues.

Economy takes back-seat as parliament wrangles

Administrative Court
rejects appeal to 
stop paper-based exams
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LuLu Hypermarket, the regional leader in 
retailing, celebrated the best of British 

foods with the ‘Food is Great 2021’ British 
products week-long festival from 26 May to 1 
June.

The promotion, which was held across 
all LuLu Hypermarket outlets in Kuwait, was 
inaugurated at the Al-Qurain branch by the 
newly appointed Ambassador of the United 
Kingdom to Kuwait. H.E. Belinda Lewis, in 
the presence of senior management of LuLu 
Hypermarket in Kuwait.

In view of the ongoing pandemic the 
ceremonial ribbon-cutting ceremony, as 
well the entire festival, was organized in full 
adherence to all health and safety guidelines 
issued by the authorities. 

However, the festive atmosphere of 
the promotion was maintained by special 
decorations in all the hypermarket’s outlets. 
That includes large cut-outs and images of 

historic monuments and iconic structures 
of the United Kingdom, which provided an 

exciting backdrop to the campaign.
The week-long “Food is Great 2021” festival 

showcased the finest food products from the 
United Kingdom, with special prices offered 
on all UK products. 

More than three dozen leading British 
food companies, including popular brands 
such as  Actiph Water, Aunt Bessie’s, Baxters, 
Bespoke London, Bisto, Delamere Dairy, 
Doves Farm and Encona, Goodfella’s, Ice 
King, Kettle, Mars UK, Meridian, Mornflake, 
Morrisons, Onken, Patak’s, Robinsons, 
Rowntrees, Rowse, Sea Magik,  So Delicious, 
Surcare, Tate Lyle, Unilever, Vimto, Walkers, 
Whole Earth, Wing Yip, Young’s and others, 
were on offer at very special prices during 
the festival.

The “Food is Great 2021” festival was part 
of LuLu Hypermarket’s ongoing endeavor to 
bring high-quality food products from around 
the world to shoppers in Kuwait, and to offer 
customers with the widest selection of best of 
the world products at competitive prices.

LuLu Hypermarket Launches
'Food is Great 2021' Festival

The first batch of newly recruited Filipino 
domestic workers arrived at Kuwait 
International Airport on 24 May. This 

follows approval from the Ministry of Labor in 
the Philippines to lift the ban on recruitment of 
Filippino domestic workers to Kuwait.

On arrival in Kuwait, the workers will 
spend two weeks in quarantine under 
conditions set by the authorities and as 
stipulated in the BelSalamah mobile app.

Bassam Al-Shammari, the owner of a 
recruitment company, said that he was 

happy with the arrival of the first batch of 
workers. He added that more batches of 
workers will hopefully begin arriving in the 
country over the next few weeks, as Kuwait 
Airways has decided to double the direct 
flights from the Philippines to Kuwait.

Al-Shammari noted that currently the 
number of new Filipino workers that could 
be recruited from the Philippines is limited 
as the authorities there are evaluating 
the response to the initial few batches of 
workers deployed to Kuwait. He added 

that Manila is assessing whether Kuwait 
is fully implementing the changes agreed 

upon in the agreement signed between the 
two countries on preserving the full rights 
of Filipino workers from the time of their 
arrival in the country until the end of their 
contract period.

Al-Shammari called on the Public 
Authority for Manpower to comprehensively 
address anything lacking with regard to the 
right to employment of the workers, and 
stressed that recruitments will continue 
as long as there is full adherence to the 
contract signed by the two sides.

Newly recruited Filipino domestic 
workers arrive in Kuwait

Jewelry shops
need to display 
details on items
Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI) 

has introduced several new stipulations 
on jewelry stores that require them to display 
full details on items in their showrooms.

Minister of Commerce and Industry Dr. 
Abdullah Al-Salman issued a ministerial 
decision to this effect last week. The directive 
states that price tags on items in jewelry 
stores must detail the company’s name, serial 
number (barcode), carats, weight, and type of 
the piece, as well as the weight and type of its 
constituents. 

Regarding precious handmade crafts of 
special nature, they should be displayed to 
customers in an isolated and clear location at 
the shop, with a tag of the company’s name, 
serial number (barcode), which is related 
to the online sale system, type, weight and 
description of the piece.

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) Kuwait Chapter 
conducted its 14th Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 15 May 

through a virtual platform. The AGM began with a welcome address by 
the Secretary CA. Sriram Gopalakrishnan.

CA. Deepak Bindal was appointed as the new Chairman of the Chapter 
for the year 2021-2022. CA. Kaizar Shakir, the Outgoing Chairman, 
highlighted the major achievements and activities, and events conducted 
during the year. CA. Kaizar also welcomed the new chairman to take 
over and formally introduce his team. CA. Deepak Bindal delivered the 
Chairman’s message and introduced the new team and expressed the 
vision and strategy to be followed for the current year. 

He also welcomed CA. Sriram Gopalakrishnan as the Vice Chairman, 
CA. Rabindranath Gonsalves as the Secretary, CA. Rohit Agarwal as the 
Treasurer and other Executive committee Members (CA Sweta Chipra, 
CA Shailesh Laddhad, CA Trisha Dalmiya, CA Umesh Soni and CA 
Gyanesh Tibrewal).

A session on Health Management followed the AGM by two well-
known doctors from the Indian Doctors Forum, Dr. Arijeet Chatterjee 
who gave an excellent lecture on managing diabetes, blood pressure 
and heart diseases in COVID-19, while Dr. Susovana Sujit Nair explained 
the adverse effects of smoking on active and passive smokers. The event 
concluded with a vote of thanks by the CA. Sriram Gopalakrishnan.

The chapter in the act of solidarity with our brethren in India battling 
the second wave of Covid pandemic raised through its members and 
associates an amount of KD 42,500, which contributed towards sending 
a consignment of oxygen cylinders and concentrators to the Indian Red 
cross society. The medical supplies were shipped to India in coordination 
with the Indian Community Support group ( ICSG) and with the help of 
the Indian embassy.

ICAI holds Annual General Meeting
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The International Day of United 
Nations Peacekeepers, 29 May, 
offers an opportunity for the 
global community to pay tribute 

to the uniformed and civilian peacekeeping 
personnel and their invaluable contribution 
to the work of the United Nations, and to 
honor the thousands of peacekeepers, both 
personnel in blue berets and civilians, who 
have lost their lives serving under the UN flag. 

This year, the challenges and threats faced 
by the UN peacekeepers are even greater than 
ever as they, like people around the world, are 
having to cope not only with the COVID-19 
pandemic but also the continued requirement 
to support and protect the people in the 
countries in which they are based.

In this year’s message on International Day 
of UN Peacekeepers, United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterras stated: “I express my 
deep gratitude to the 85,000 civilian, police 
and military personnel currently deployed 
in some of the world’s most challenging 
hotspots to protect the vulnerable and help 
nurture peace in some of the world’s most 
dangerous places.

“Despite the restrictions imposed by the 

pandemic, as well as the risk of infection, 
these men and women have pursued their 
mission while also supporting local authorities 
in the fight against COVID-19. I offer sincere 
condolences to the families of peacekeepers 
who have fallen victim to this terrible disease.“

The theme for this year’s International Day 
of UN Peacekeepers is ‘The road to a lasting 
peace: Leveraging the power of youth for 
peace and security’.  Highlighting the theme 

in his message, the UN Chief said, “This year’s 
observance focuses on the central question 
of youth, peace and security. In every country 
where our peacekeepers work, peace can only 
be achieved with the active participation of 
young people. The world needs to do far more 
to address their needs, amplify their voices and 
ensure their presence at decision-making tables. 

“One of our greatest strengths is our own 
young peacekeepers, in particular young 
women peacekeepers who contribute 
every day to debunking deeply entrenched 
gendered stereotypes and inspire young 
women and girls to seek non-traditional paths 
and opportunities. 

“United Nations peacekeeping helps nurture 
peace in some of the world’s most dangerous 
places. Today and every day, we salute the 
dedication and bravery of our peacekeepers 
in helping societies turn away from war and 
towards a safer, more stable future.”

Tens of thousands of young peacekeepers 
(between the ages of 18 and 29 years) are 
deployed around the world and play a major 
role in helping UN missions implement their 
mandated activities, including the protection 
of civilians.  And UN peace operations — in line 
with a series of Security Council resolutions 
(2250, 2419 and 2535) — are increasing their 
collaboration with youth and youth groups to 
help build sustainable peace and implement 

their mandates on the ground.
The theme for this year’s Day gains added 

significance when considering that young 
people are key agents of change in building 
just and peaceful societies around the world. 
Figures show that around 87 percent of youth 
live in developing countries, and that over 30 
percent live in fragile and conflict-affected 
places that yearn for a peaceful resolution. 
With young people of 15-24 years of age 
expected to grow to over 1.3 billion by 2030, 
they form the crucial cohort that could ensure 
a more peaceful world in future.

On this International Day of United 
Nations Peacekeepers, let us pay tribute 
to UN peacekeepers and their efforts and 
contribution to maintaining and sustaining 
global peace. Let us also use this day to honor 
the more than 4,000 peacekeepers who lost 
their lives serving under the UN flag since 
1948, including over 130 lives lost last year.

To officially honor the peacekeepers who 
paid the ultimate price with their lives while 
engaged in ensuring global peace over 
the past seven decades, the UN Secretary-
General will lay a wreath at UN Headquarters 
in New York on 27 May. A virtual ceremony will 
also be held at which the Dag Hammarskjold 
medal, named after the first UN Secretary-
General, will be awarded posthumously to 
peacekeepers who lost their lives in 2020 and 
in January 2021. The Military Gender Advocate 
of the Year award will also be presented on 
this occasion.

A look-back on the history of UN 
peacekeeping shows that the first UN 
peacekeeping mission was established on 29 
May 1948. The mission came into existence 
following authorization from the UN Security 
Council to deploy a small contingent of UN 
military observers to the Middle East. The 
mission, named the United Nations Truce 
Supervision Organization (UNTSO) was 
mandated to monitor the Armistice Agreement 
between Israel and its Arab neighbors.

Though more than seven decades have 
passed since their first deployment to the 
region, UNTSO military observers still remain 
in the Middle East. The observers monitor 
ceasefires, supervise armistice agreements, 
prevent isolated incidents from escalating and 
assist other UN peacekeeping operations in 
the region to fulfil their respective mandates.

Since the formation of the first contingent 
of UN peacekeeping forces, more than one 
million women and men have served in 72 UN 
peacekeeping operations around the world. 
These operations have directly impacted the 
lives of millions of people and saved countless 
lives worldwide. Today, UN Peacekeeping 

deploys more than 89,000 military, police 
and civilian personnel from 122 countries, 
including over 5,700 women, in 12 operations 
mainly in Africa and the Middle East. .

Data available from the United Nations 
show that the top-five countries contributing 
uniformed personnel for UN peacekeeping 
operations around the world are Bangladesh, 
Rwanda, Ethiopia, Nepal and India. The top-
ten countries together account for more than 
half (57%) of all UN peacekeepers. The number 
of countries contributing personnel from 
Africa (35) constitute more than a quarter of 
the 122 countries contributing forces, while 
Africa also accounts for a significant number 
of uniformed men and women involved in the 
peacekeeping process.

In contrast, despite many of the world’s 
most intractable conflicts continuing 
unabated in the Middle-East, the region’s 
presence in peacekeeping operations is 
glaringly absent. With the exception of Turkey 
which deploys 137 personnel, the only other 
two countries from the region contributing 
personnel for peacekeeping operations are 
Iran, which deploys two personnel and Qatar 
which provides a lone representative to 
peacekeeping.

Even more noteworthy is the contribution 
by the five permanent member countries 
of the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC).  Under the UN Charter, the primary 
responsibility mandated to the UNSC is to 
ensure international peace and security. The 
five permanent members determine when 
and where a UN peace operation should be 
deployed, as they have the final say in this 
matter by virtue of the veto power they wield 
over such decisions.

Despite the immense responsibility and the 
power they have in determining deployment 
of peacekeepers,  the five permanent 
members — the United States, Russian 
Federation, United Kingdom, France and 
China— together contribute a total of 3,784 
personnel to peacekeeping worldwide. 

A breakup of the number of peacekeepers 
deployed by each permanent member of the 
Security Council shows that China deploys 
2,469 personnel, France 672, the UK 553, the 
Russian Federation 61 and the United States 
deploys 29 uniformed men and women in 
blue berets. 

It is quite telling that the United States 
and Russian Federation that are often at 
loggerheads in the Security Council over the 
deployment of UN peacekeepers to troubled 
spots, together account for less than the 
number of women serving as peacekeepers 
from the African nation of Burkina Faso.

Honoring
           the 

Blue Berets

One of our greatest strengths is our own 
young peacekeepers, in particular   young 

women peacekeepers who contribute every day 
in debunking deeply entrenched 

gendered stereotypes.
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Monitoring the 
Kuwait-Iraq cease-fire

Please tell us a little bit 
about your career.
I am Christian de 
COCKBORNE. I joined the 
French army in 1979 and 
became an infantry officer. 
I participated in the 2nd 
Gulf War within the 2e REI 
(Foreign Legion). I had 
previously served a three-
year mission to Jerusalem 
and Syria. 

Why were you appointed 
for this United Nations 
mission? 
I returned from Operation 
Daguet, the French 
operations during the 1991 
Gulf War, in March 1991 after 
six months in the desert. I was 
pondering on what to do next when I learnt that the French army staff 
needed 12 officers to deploy on an United Nations mission that had just 
been decided by the UN Security Council.

The United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mission (UNIKOM) involved 
monitoring the land border and the Khor Abdallah sea-crossing between 
Kuwait and Iraq. Since I had experience in both the countries involved, and 
as I was already familiar with the United Nations, I volunteered... and I was 
selected. I did not even have to unpack my bags; I left straight for Kuwait.

How was your arrival and settling in Kuwait? 
I left Orleans Air Base, the French Air and Space force base near the city 
of Orleans in France,  on 10 April, headed for Riyadh. We were 12 future 
French observers. The next day we took a helicopter to reach Kuwait City. 
The sky was dark with the fumes from the burning oil wells. We were 
placed in a hotel, which was still in good condition despite the war. 

We were received by Colonel Le Man, who was the leader of the French 
detachment,which was actually the remainder of Operation Daguet. He 
briefed us on the local tactical situation. Then we made contact with the 
UNIKOM staff who were just moving into the Moevenpick Hotel. The 12 
French were assigned to different tasks. For my part, I first took care of the 
reception and installation of the newly appointed observers, coming from 
many different countries. 

In May when UNIKOM became fully operational and its headquarters 
moved to Umm Qasr, I was deployed to the field. My mission was 
logistics. I had to supply all observation posts in the area with fuel, water, 
food rations and other equipment. I was assigned a 4X4 vehicle which I 
personally repainted in white (to be identified as a United Nations vehicle). 
Then, in August, I returned to Kuwait City. I reported to a Chinese colonel, 
to ensure liaison missions with the Kuwaiti authorities. We were under the 
command of General Greindl (Austria). 

What do you remember most from this mission?
It was a very interesting experience to see a country coming back to life 
after a devastating war: demining, cleaning, reconstruction, the return of 
families to their homes, etc. I was impressed with how quickly life returned 
to its normal course after the end of hostilities. Also, I really enjoyed 
working with soldiers from all over the world to ensure the success of 
the ceasefire monitoring mission. We were traveling in both countries 
crossing a border that was no longer even demarcated. To all of us, UN 
Peacekeepers and UN Observers, embody the international community;s 
desire for peace in the world.

Christian de COCKBORNE

STAFF REPORT

Colonel Olivier Passot has been the defence attaché 
at the French Embassy since 2019, a former UN blue 

beret, he has served in South Lebanon for one year 
(2018-2019) under the United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL).

In an exclusive and informal chat with The Times 
Kuwait, Colonel Passot spoke about the important role 
of UN peacekeeping operations and his brief tenure as 
an ex-blue beret.

Keeping and maintaining peace between two warring 
nations has never been more important and necessary 
and the United Nations role as a neutral peacekeeper 
cannot but be appreciated.

While working with UNIFIL, as head of the Liasoning 
Branch, Colonel Passot and his team had to monitor 
the border between Lebanon and Israel, a task he said 
was not so easy. A 24x7 job, he says a situation could 
arise anytime and the team had to be ready to respond 
promptly.

“The UN peacekeepers are well respected for their 
neutrality, and this helps us in maintaining the peace,” 
Colonel Passot points out. He adds that, in many cases 
misunderstanding and miscalculation can quickly and 
easily flare up a situation that has to be brought under 
control as fast as possible.

Keeping communication channels open between the 
two warring parties is vital and necessary and this role 
played by the UN peacekeepers helps to clear up the 
misunderstandings that frequently arise.

In the case of Lebanon and Israel there is no clearly 
demarcated border and what constitutes a border 
is a blue line drawn by the United Nations.  So UN 
peacekeepers make sure that compliance takes place 
along this 120km long border.

Frequent violations, Colonel Passot points out, have 
to be addressed and situations have to be de-escalated 
for the sake of peace. The Colonel relates several 
incidents, some serious, some humorous but all in the 
interests of peace. 

Colonel Passot reveals that fortunately during his 
time in the United Nations on the Lebanon-Israel 
border, there were no dangerous incidents. He relishes 
the friends he made from different parts of the world, 
all working together as a team for the mission of peace.

 

Keeping the peace

France’s role at the United 
Nations: Peacekeeping and 
international security

France fully supports UN peacekeeping 
operations. It is the second troop contributing 

country among the five permanent members of the 
Security Council, with 940 blue helmets deployed 
on the ground in 8 peacekeeping operations. 

France is mainly present within the UNIFIL 
(Lebanon), MINUSCA (Central African Republic) and 
MINUSMA (Mali).

France also supports the formation every year of 
more than 25,000 African soldiers, in 11 countries of 
the continent. In addition to this direct contribution, 
it is also present on the ground with UN authorized 
forces that are not blue berets. 

France is the only UN Member State to deploy 
a national force in support of peacekeeping 
operations. In Mali, French operation ‘Barkhane’ 
supports African forces and the MINUSMA in 
order to fight jihadist terrorism in the region. Until 
2016, French operation ‘Sangaris’ was supporting 
MINUSCA in the Central African Republic. France 
also contributes financially to African operations, 
like the Multinational Joint Task Force fighting 
against Boko Haram and the G5 Sahel Joint Force.

France also plays a key role in terms of 
disarmament. It has worked for the elaboration 
of numerous treaties and is very involved in 
actions to enforce the non-proliferation regime. 
That is why France supported the adoption of the 
CTBT (Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty) 
and called on all States to ratify it. It is especially 
concerned by the development of nuclear and 
ballistic programs in North Korea. 

France, together with its Security Council’s 
partners, voted in favor of the last sanctions 
adopted against North Korea. Our objective 
remains a complete, verifiable and irreversible 
denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.

UN peacekeepers watch the border area in the area of th  Chebaa farms. 
In this area, the Blue Line is not marked on the ground. Animals and shepherds may cross to Israel unintentionally.

Nepali and French peacekeepers are standing in line to 
interpose between Lebanese and Israeli personnel. 
There again, Blue Line is not marked on the ground.
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By the end of May 2021, only 2.1 percent 
of Africans have received at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. We 

need to close the vaccination gap between 
advanced economies and developing 
countries to avoid what Tedros Ghebreyesus, 
head of the World Health Organisation, has 
called “vaccination apartheid”. Doing so is 
both morally right and in everyone’s interest. 

We need global multilateral action to 
increase the production of vaccines and 
accelerate the roll out worldwide. Since the 
beginning of the pandemic, this is the path 
chosen by the EU. It is now also the path 
defined by the G20 leaders at the Global 

Health Summit in Rome on 21 May. 
The pandemic is still killing thousands of 

people every day but, at the current pace, the 
whole world will not be vaccinated before 
2023. A widely vaccinated world population is 
the only way to end the pandemic; otherwise, 
the multiplication of variants is likely to 
undermine the effectiveness of existing 

vaccines. Vaccination is also a prerequisite 
for lifting the restrictions that are holding 
back our economies and freedoms. These 
restrictions penalise the whole world, but 
they weigh even more heavily on developing 
countries. Advanced countries can rely more 
on social mechanisms and economic policy 
levers to limit the impact of the pandemic on 
their citizens. 

If the vaccination gap persists, it risks 
reversing the trend in recent decades of 
declining poverty and global inequalities. 
Such a negative dynamic would hold back 
economic activity and increase geopolitical 
tensions. The cost of inaction would be far 
higher than what advanced economies 
collectively would have to spend to help 
vaccinate the whole world. Therefore, the 
EU welcomes the $50 billion plan proposed 
by the International Monetary Fund in 
order to be able to vaccinate 40 percent 
of the world population in 2021 and 60 
percent by mid-2022. 

To achieve this goal, we need closely 
coordinated multilateral action. We 
must resist the threats posed by ‘vaccine 
diplomacy’, linking the provision of vaccines 
to political goals, and ‘vaccine nationalism’, 
reserving vaccines for oneself. In contrast 
to others, the EU has rejected both since 
the beginning of the pandemic. Until now, 
we have been the only global actor that is 
vaccinating its own population; exporting 
large volumes of vaccines; and contributing 
substantially to the vaccines rollout in low-
income countries. Europeans can be proud 
of this record. 

In 2020, the EU supported the research 
and development of vaccines on a large 
scale and contributed significantly to the 
new generation of mRNA vaccines. The EU 
then became a major producer of COVID-19 
vaccines with, according to the WHO, around 
40 percent of the doses used globally so far. 
The EU has also exported 240 million doses 
to 90 countries, which is about as much as we 
have used within the EU.  

The EU with its member states and financial 
institutions, in what we call ‘Team Europe’, 
is also donating vaccines to neighbors in 
need, particularly in the Western Balkans. 
It aims to donate at least 100 million more 
doses to low- and middle-income countries 
before the end of 2021, as agreed at the last 
European Council. With €2.8 billion, Team 
Europe has also been the main contributor 
to the COVAX facility, which enables poorer 
countries to access vaccines; around one-

third of all COVAX doses delivered so far 
have been financed by the EU. However, this 
effort is still far from sufficient to prevent the 
vaccination gap from widening.  

To fill this gap, countries with the required 
knowledge and means should increase 
their production capacities, so that they can 
both vaccinate their own populations and 
export more vaccines, as the EU is doing. In 
cooperation with vaccine manufacturers, 
we are working to increase the EU vaccine 
production capacities to more than 3 billion 
doses a year by the end of 2021. Our European 
industrial partners have committed to deliver 
1.3 billion doses of vaccines before the end 
of 2021 to low-income countries at no-profit 
and to middle-income countries at lower 
prices. They have also committed themselves 
to further deliver over 1.3 billion doses 
for 2022, many of which will be delivered 
through COVAX.

All countries must avoid restrictive 
measures that affect vaccine supply chains. 
We also need to facilitate the transfer of 
knowledge and technology, so that more 
countries can produce vaccines. For our 
part, we are strongly encouraging European 
producers to do so, especially in Africa. I 
participated at the Paris summit on financial 
support for Africa on 18 May, where the 
continent’s leaders stressed that Africa 
imports 99 percent of its vaccines. This has 
to change. Team Europe is launching an 
initiative to this end — backed by €1 billion 
funding from the EU budget and European 
development financial institutions — with 
African partners to boost manufacturing 
capacity in Africa for vaccines, medicines and 
health technologies.

Voluntary licensing is the privileged way 
to ensure such transfer of technology and 
know-how. If it turns out to be insufficient, the 
existing TRIPS Agreement and the 2001 Doha 
Declaration already foresee the possibility of 
compulsory licensing. According to some 
countries, these flexibilities are however too 
difficult and too slow to use. To speed up 
these technology transfers, the EU will come 
forward with a new proposal in the WTO 
framework by early June. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has reminded 
us that health is a global public good. Our 
common global COVID-19 vaccine action 
to close the vaccination gap must be the 
first step toward a genuine global health 
cooperation, as foreseen by the Rome 
Declaration recently adopted at the Global 
Health Summit. 
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On 26 May Georgia celebrates the 
30th anniversary of its Indepen-
dence Day. Georgia or ‘Sakartvelo’ 

in Georgian Language is a country in the 
South Caucasus, located at the eastern end 
of the Black Sea. It is bounded on the north 
and northeast by Russia, on the east and 
southeast by Azerbaijan, on the south by 
Armenia and Turkey, and on the west by the 
Black Sea. Georgia includes three ethnic 
enclaves: Abkhazia, in the northwest (prin-
cipal city Sokhumi); Ajara, in the southwest 
(principal city Batumi); and South Ossetia, 
in the north (principal city Tskhinvali). The 
capital of Georgia is Tbilisi (Tiflis).

The Georgian language is a member of 
the Kartvelian family of languages. It has its 
own alphabet, which evolved about the 5th 
century, and there are three dialects. The 
national genius was demonstrated most 
clearly in ‘Vepkhistkaosani’ (The Knight in 
the Panther’s Skin), the epic masterpiece 
of the 12th-century poet Shota Rustaveli 
which is translated in more than 50 
languages, including Arabic. 

Most Georgians are members of 

the Georgian Orthodox Church, an 
autocephalous Eastern Orthodox Church. 
In addition, there are Muslim, Russian 
Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic, Catholic, 
and Jewish communities. Tbilisi, the capital, 
an ancient city with many architectural 
monuments mingling with modern 
buildings, lies in eastern Georgia, partly in 
a scenic gorge of the Mtkvari River. Other 
major centres are Kutaisi, Rustavi, Sokhumi, 
and Batumi.

The Georgians are a proud people with 
an ancient culture. They have over the ages 
been noted as warriors as well as for their 
hospitality, love of life, lively intelligence 
and sense of humor. The ancient culture 
of the republic is reflected in the large 
number of architectural monuments, 
including many monasteries and churches. 
The vineyards  and the wine-making 
tradition of Georgia constitute one of the 
oldest and most important features of 
Georgian identity and perhaps the best 
loved. Georgian wine-making dates to 300 
BCE. Historically Georgia produced more 
than 500 varieties of grapes.

Situated at the strategically important 
crossroads where Europe meets Asia, 
Georgia has a unique and ancient cultural 
heritage, and is famed for its traditions of 
hospitality and cuisine. The roots of the 
Georgian people extend deep in history; 
their cultural heritage is equally ancient 
and rich. The fabled wealth of Colchis 
became known quite early to the Greeks 
and found symbolic expression in the 
legend of Medea and the Golden Fleece.

Georgia embraced Christianity about 
the year 330. During the next three 
centuries, Georgia was involved in the 
conflict between Rome — and its successor 
state, the Byzantine Empire — the Persian 
Sāsānian dynasty. The zenith of Georgia’s 
power and prestige was reached during 
the reign (1184–1213) of Queen Tamar, 
whose realm stretched from Azerbaijan 
to the borders of Cherkessia (now in 

southern Russia) and from Erzurum (in 
modern Turkey) to Ganja (modern Gäncä, 
Azerbaijan), forming a pan-Caucasian 
empire. The invasions of Transcaucasia by 
the Mongols from 1220 onward, however, 
brought Georgia’s golden age to an 
end. The fall of Constantinople (modern 
Istanbul, Turkey) to the Ottoman Empire 
in 1453 isolated Georgia from western 
Christendom. After a long period of Turkish 
and Persian domination, Georgia was 
annexed by the Russian Empire in the 19 th 
century. 

After the collapse of Russian Empire in 
1917, an independent Georgian state — 
Republic of Georgia, existed from 1918 
to 1921. Refused entry into the League of 
Nations, Georgia gained de jure recognition 
from the Allies in January 1921.  In 1921 
Georgia was occupied by Russian Red 
Army, annexed and  incorporated into the 
Soviet Union. After collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Georgia declared independence 
on 9 April, 1991. The 1990s were a period 
of instability and civil unrest in Georgia, as 
separatist movements emerged in South 
Ossetia and Abkhazia.

Georgia became a member of the 
United Nations and the OSCE in 1992 
and the Council of Europe in 1999. Russia 
was against Georgia’s independent 
and Western-oriented policy from the 
beginning and tense relations with 
Russia have been further exacerbated 
by Moscow’s support for the separatist 
regions of Abkhazia and so named South 
Ossetia, leading to a brief war in August 
2008. Until today Russia has refused to 
follow the Ceasefire Agreement of 2008 
and to withdraw its military forces from 
occupied Abkhazia and so named South 

Ossetia, which are recognized by it as 
‘independent states’.  No international 
organization and the vast majority of world 
states are following Russia in this.

Georgia has enjoyed a close relationship 
with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) and European Union. Especially 
with the EU, because Georgia historically 
and culturally considers itself as a natural 
part of the European Civilization. In 2014 
Georgia signed The Association Agreement 
with the EU and in 2021 the Georgian 
government announced that in 2024 
Georgia will officially present its desire to 
become a member of the European Union.

The diplomatic relations between 
Georgia and Kuwait, was established 
in 1992 and the Embassy of Georgia to 
the State of Kuwait was opened in  2007. 
Beginning from that period friendly and 
prosperous political cooperation is being 
developed on a bilateral basis in addition 
to being promoted in the framework of 
international organizations.

In the economic field, Georgia and 
Kuwait have been preparing favorable 
conditions for investment. This includes 
the strengthening of the legal basis, in 
particular relating to issues of double 
taxation and investment protection, as well 
as the enhancing of commercial relations 
based on a free trade agreement.

The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development (KFAED), the Kuwait 
Investment Authority (KIA) and the Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce are main partners 
and counterparts in the development of 
Georgian-Kuwaiti economic relations. 
Among the successful projects initiated 
in recent years is the Tbilisi Road 
rehabilitation scheme, financed by KFAED, 
as well as other infrastructure development 
projects like the upgrading of highways 
and the Namahvan hydro-electric station. 
In addition, projects targeting the tourism 
infrastructure have been launched.

Since 2007, a simplified visa regime 
has been in force between Georgia and 
Kuwait, allowing citizens of both countries 
to receive entry permits upon arrival as 
opposed to requiring the issuing of visas 
prior to traveling.  In 2017, direct flights 
began from Kuwait to Tbilisi. The flights are 
conducted by Jazeera Airways and Kuwait 
Airways. This helped to further develop 
relations between the two countries. From 
the beginning of fights, more than 30,000 
people from Kuwait visited Georgia. 

We are sure that, after overcoming 
problems connected with the spread of 
COVID-19, the two sides will continue 
developing friendly and prosperous 
relations.

We wish the State and people of Kuwait 
further progress and prosperity under the 
wise leadership of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, 
and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Meshal al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah.

Georgia
celebrating 30 years
of Independence

H.E. KONSTANTIN ZHGENTI 
Ambassador of Georgia to the State of Kuwait
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On 28 May, 1918, the Azerbaijani 
National Council declared the in-
dependent Azerbaijan Democratic 

Republic (ADR), in Tbilisi, Georgia. This year 
marks the 103rd anniversary of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan

As Baku was under control of Baku 
Commune at that time, Genje City was 
announced the capital of ADR. The 
Azerbaijani government moved from 
Tbilisi to Ganja on 16 June, 1918. After the 
liberation of Baku from the Bolsheviks, the 
capital city was transferred to Baku on 15 
September, 1918.

On 11 January, 1920 the Supreme Council 
of the Allied Powers —  the winners in World 
War I, unanimously decided to recognize de 
facto independence of Azerbaijan.

Regarded as the first democratic republic 
of the Muslim East, Azerbaijan made 
reforms in many fields including freedom 
of education, religion and conscience. 
In the Declaration of Independence, the 
country granted equal rights to all citizens, 
regardless of race, religion, sect or gender.

Under the ADR, a government system 
was developed in which a Parliament 
elected on the basis of universal, free, 
and proportionate representation was 
the supreme organ of state authority; the 
Council of Ministers was held responsible 
before it. Besides the ‘Musavat’ majority, 
‘Ahrar’, ‘Ittihad’, and ‘Social Democrats’ 
parties, as well as representatives of 
Armenian, Russian, Polish, Jewish and 
German minorities gained seats in the 
parliament. 

Among the important accomplishments 
of the Parliament was the extension of 
suffrage to women, making Azerbaijan one 
of the first countries in the world, and the 
very first Muslim nation, to grant women 
equal political rights with men.  Another 
important accomplishment of the ADR was 
the establishment of Baku State University, 
which was the first modern-university 
founded in Azerbaijan.

But dark clouds were gathering more 

and more over the young Republic of 
Azerbaijan. Strategically important 
geographical location and oil resources 
of Baku became the main target of Soviet 
Russia in the Transcaucasus direction. In 
mid-April 1920, the Red Army defeated the 
remnants of Denikin’s army and reached 
the northern border of Azerbaijan, and 
completed the occupation of Azerbaijan on 
28 April. The Azerbaijan Soviet Republic was 
established in the place of the Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic and became part 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic 
(USSR).

Even while being a part of the USSR, 
Azerbaijan faced the threat to its territorial 
integrity and security. During the Soviet 
times the territories of Zangezur, Goyche, 
a part of Nakhchivan and other regions 
were taken from Azerbaijan in favor of 
neighboring Armenia. As a result, the 
territory of Azerbaijan that during the times 
of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic 
(1918-1920) constituted 114.000 sq. km. 
reduced to 86,600 sq. km. On 7 July, 1923 
at the initiative of the Moscow leadership 

of the Bolshevik party, the Nagorno-
Karabakh Autonomous region (NKAR) 
with dominating Armenian population 
was artificially set up in the territory of 
Azerbaijan. 

Despite a short life of 23 months, ADR 
became a great school for democratic 
Azerbaijani intellectuals around the world. 
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Azerbaijan regained its independence, 
declaring itself the heir of ADR in 1991 and 
restored the attributes of it, including the 
flag, emblem and anthem.

Unfortunately, the transfer of 
Azerbaijan’s Goyche and Zangazur 
territories to Armenia during the Soviet 
period (1920-1991) severed direct ties with 
Nakhchivan. Following independence, 
Azerbaijani citizens had to travel to 
Nakhchivan through Iran’s territory. 
However, it is gratifying that the trilateral 
statement signed between Azerbaijan, 
Russia and Armenia on 10 November, 
2020 provides for the restoration of 
Azerbaijan’s sovereignty over Karabakh 
and other liberated territories, as well as 
the restoration of communication between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

The agreement envisages the 
establishment of direct communication 
between Azerbaijan and Nakhchivan 
through the territory of Armenia. At the same 
time, this means the establishment of direct 
relations between Armenia and Russia, 
Turkey and Azerbaijan. From a geopolitical 
point of view, it means a new geographical 
connection between East and West.

Azerbaijan state is now a modern, 
democratic, legal, secular, unitary republic. 
State power in the Azerbaijan Republic 
is based on the principle of separation 
of powers: legislative power is exercised 
by the Milli Mejlis (Parliament) of the 
Azerbaijan Republic, the executive power 

is vested in the President of the Azerbaijan 
Republic, the judicial power is exercised by 
the courts of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Azerbaijanian language is the official 
language of the Azerbaijan Republic. Azerbaijan 
Republic ensures free use and development of 
other languages spoken by the people. The 
monetary unit of the Azerbaijan Republic is 
“manat” (1 USD=1.70 manat). 

Azerbaijan Republic has a diversified 
industry and agriculture, extensive 
transport infrastructure, development of 
science, a rich ancient culture: Developed 
industries, such as oil and gas industry, 
petrochemical, machine building, 
metallurgy, construction materials, light 
industry. Agriculture is mainly specialized 
in silk production, viticulture, livestock, 
vegetable growing and gardening.

In recent years, a modern tourism 
infrastructure has been created in 
Azerbaijan and the tourism sector has 
developed rapidly. Azerbaijan’s beautiful 
nature, climate diversity, rich and delicious 
cuisine create ample opportunities for the 
development of this field. 

Azerbaijan supports the peaceful 
coexistence of all peoples and has never 
invaded its neighboring lands and has 
respected international law. Azerbaijan 
is a supporter of integration, peace, 
cooperation and development. We believe 
that if all countries choose to behave in this 
way, there will be no wars on the earth, and 
nations will live in peace and work together 
for the future of our world.

Azerbaijan
First democratic republic in Muslim East
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The COVID-19 pandemic has taught us 
that we can no longer treat seemingly 
faraway crises as distant problems. 

What happens anywhere can affect people 
everywhere. That is why addressing the 
impact and legacy of the pandemic in Africa 
is so important.

Although Africa has suffered fewer 
COVID-19 cases and deaths than other 
areas of the world, the pandemic’s impact 
on the continent could be more sustained, 
deep-rooted, and destabilizing for the 
entire planet. In one year, the pandemic has 
halted a quarter-century of steady economic 
growth, disrupted value chains, and caused 
an unprecedented increase in inequality and 
poverty.

But it is not only Africa that is at risk of 
losing its opportunity to emerge fully from 
COVID-19. The global economy could lose one 
of its future drivers of growth.

Africa has everything required to 
overcome the pandemic crisis and lead the 
world toward a new cycle of sustainable 
growth: enterprising and innovative young 
people, natural resources which can supply a 
local industrial base, and a highly ambitious 
continental integration project. But Africa 
does not have the instruments to recover 
from a crisis as huge as it was unexpected.

While the International Monetary Fund 
estimates that African countries will need $285 
billion in additional financing by 2025, there 
is no recovery plan or mechanism in place to 
secure these resources. While other regions 
are now seeing signs of rapid economic 
recovery, Africa’s inability to combat the 
pandemic with the same leverages could fuel 
an economic and social crisis that denies its 
young people the opportunities they need 
and deserve.

International solidarity began yielding 
results soon after the pandemic began. 
Debt-service payments for the poorest 
countries were suspended under the G20, and 
exceptional financial assistance from the IMF, 
the World Bank, and other donors, including 
Europe, was made available.

But the institutions that have underpinned 
international solidarity for decades are 
now reaching their limits. They have 
been weakened in the short term by 
huge inequalities in vaccine access. They 
are weakened, too, by major economic 

divergences, which no 
emergency measure seems 
capable of stopping.

That is why a new 
framework, an ambitious 
and bold New Deal, is 
needed. And the first test of 
this initiative must be access 

to COVID-19 vaccines. Through COVAX, the 
vaccine pillar of the international community’s 
Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, 
and the African Vaccine Acquisition Task 
Team, hundreds of millions of doses will be 
delivered to Africa in the months ahead. Pre-
ordered doses of vaccines are being shared 
via multilateral channels, with protection of 
health-care workers the top priority.

But it is not sufficient. Vaccination is the 
world’s most important economic policy at 
this moment: its benefits are measured in 
trillions, its cost in billions. It is the highest-
yielding investment in the short term. We 
must therefore mobilize innovative financial 
instruments to increase funding for the 
ACT Accelerator, in order to reach Africa’s 
vaccination coverage target, set at 60-70 
percent by the Africa Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention. We call on the IMF to 
recognize the use of special drawing rights 
(SDRs, the Fund’s unit of account) to finance 
this effort.

Moreover, as the Rome Declaration 
of the Global Health Summit held on 21 
May affirms, the key to combating future 
pandemics is transferring not only licenses 
but also expertise to developing country 
vaccine producers. Pending the conclusion 
of an agreement on intellectual property 
currently under negotiation at the World 
Trade Organization, Africa must be able to 
produce vaccines using messenger RNA 
(mRNA) technology and break a deal, within 
the WTO, on the Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) regime. 
With the impetus of the Paris summit for 

African, European, and financial leaders, held 
on 18 May, such production partnerships will 
be financed and move ahead in the coming 
months.

The second component of a New Deal 
for Africa is large-scale investment in health, 
education, and the fight against climate 
change. We must allow Africa to ring-fence 
this spending from outlays for security and 
infrastructure investment, preventing the 
continent from falling into a new cycle of 
excessive debt. In the short term, despite 
certain African countries’ spectacular 
success at tapping international capital 
markets, private creditors will not provide the 

necessary financial resources. Africa needs a 
positive confidence shock. The Paris summit 
has enabled us to consolidate an agreement 
on a new $650 billion allocation of SDRs, $33 
billion of which will go to African countries. 
Now we want to go even further with two 
voluntary commitments.

First, we need a commitment by other 
countries to mobilize part of their SDR 
allocations for Africa. As a first step, this re-
channeling of resources would enable an 
initial threshold of $100 billion to be freed 
up for Africa (and vulnerable countries 
elsewhere).

Second, African institutions must be 
involved in the use of these SDRs to support 
the continent’s recovery and progress toward 
achieving the 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals. This, in turn, may pave the way for 
an overhaul of our international financial 

architecture that gives greater weight to 
African institutions.

We call on all members of the international 
community to make this double commitment.

Finally, we must focus on Africa’s main 
asset: its entrepreneurial dynamism. The 
continent’s very small, small, and medium-
size enterprises are the lifeline to the future 
for African women and young people, but the 
private sector is hostage to informality and 
under-financing. This is why we must focus 
on improving African entrepreneurs’ access 
to financing by targeting their projects’ most 
crucial phases, particularly start-up.

The goal of the Paris summit was to gain 

agreement on four goals: universal access to 
COVID-19 vaccines, including via production 
in Africa; strengthening pan-African 
institutions’ positions and roles within a 
new international financial architecture; 
relaunching public and private investment; 
and supporting large-scale financing of 
the African private sector. Our task in the 
months ahead will be to advance these goals 
in international fora and as part of France’s 
upcoming six-month term as president of the 
Council of the European Union.

This commentary is also signed by 
António Costa, Prime Minister of Portugal; 
Pedro Sánchez Pérez-Castejón, Prime 
Minister of Spain; Alexander De Croo, 
Prime Minister of Belgium; Charles Michel, 
President of the European Council; Ursula 
von der Leyen, President of the European 
Commission; Mohammed bin Salman, Crown 
Prince of Saudi Arabia; Mohammed bin 
Zayed, Crown Prince of the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi; Félix Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo, 
President of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Chair of the African Union; Faure 
Gnassingbé, President of Togo; Alassane 
Ouattara, President of Ivory Coast; Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi, President of Egypt; Filipe Nyusi, 
President of Mozambique; Muhammadu 
Buhari, President of Nigeria; Roch Marc 
Christian Kaboré, President of Burkina Faso; 
Azali Assoumani, President of the Comoros; 
Nana Akufo-Addo, President of Ghana; João 
Lourenço, President of Angola; Sahle-Work 
Zewde, President of Ethiopia; Mohamed 
Ould el Ghazouani, President of Mauritania; 
Kaïs Saïed, President of Tunisia; Bah N’Daw, 
Former President of Mali; Mohamed 
Bazoum, President of Niger; Albert Pahimi 
Padacke, Prime Minister of Chad; Abdalla 
Hamdok, Prime Minister of Sudan; Denis 
Sassou Nguesso, President of the Republic 
of the Congo; Patrice Talon, President of 
Benin; Paul Biya, President of Cameroon; 
and Moussa Faki, Chair of the African Union 
Commission.

A New Deal for Africa 
EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Vaccination is the world’s most important 
economic policy at this moment: its benefits 
are measured in trillions, its cost in billions. 
It is the highest-yielding investment in the 

short term.

Join the Conversation
@thetimeskuwait@timeskuwait @thetimesq8
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Emmanuel Macron is President of France. 
Paul Kagame is President of Rwanda. 
Cyril Ramaphosa is President of South Africa. 
Macky Sall is President of Senegal. 



14
30 May - 05 June, 2021             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comFOCUS

US President Joe Biden’s decision to 
back the call for waiving intellectual-
property protections for COVID-19 

vaccines reflects the extent of global pressure 
for universal vaccine access. Yet the world’s 
poor suffer from many other preventable 
and treatable diseases, with dire social and 
economic consequences.

Neglected tropical diseases, such as 
elephantiasis, trachoma, river blindness, 
and intestinal worm infections, are virtually 
nonexistent in advanced economies. But 
among people living in extreme poverty, 
they are the most common infections. About 
a billion people worldwide, including more 
than 750 million people living below the 
World Bank poverty line of $1.90 per day, 
suffer from NTDs every year.

Their suffering can be extreme. NTDs 
cause severe pain and long-term disability, 
often leading to social stigmatization. Among 
children, infection interrupts education and 
causes malnutrition, impairing intellectual 
and cognitive development and stunting 
growth. And by interfering with education 
and employment, NTDs keep people trapped 
in poverty.

And yet, while nearly 17 million healthy 
years of life are lost annually to NTDs, these 
diseases are largely preventable, and many 
can be treated with a few simple pills. Ensuring 
broad access to these medications would not 
only bring obvious health and humanitarian 
benefits, but also pay remarkably high and 
sustained social and economic dividends.

Consider intestinal worms, the most 
prevalent and among the most treatable, 
NTDs. Starting in 1998, we studied a public-
health program providing treatment for 
intestinal worms to tens of thousands of 
primary-school children in Kenya. Using a 

randomized control trial, we could reliably 
measure the program’s causal impact by 
comparing schools where treatment was 
provided with otherwise identical schools 
where it wasn’t.

In the schools that received treatment, we 
recorded gains in child-health measures and 
considerably higher school attendance. We 
then engaged in a two-decade effort to track a 
representative subsample of thousands of the 
same children. Roughly every five years, the 

research team carried out surveys to gather 
information on these individuals’ earnings 
and living standards, as well as residential 
choices and other life outcomes. The results 
from this unusual longitudinal data set are 
stunning. Twenty years later, individuals 
who had received additional deworming 
treatment in school — now in their late 
twenties and early thirties — reported 13 
percent higher hourly wages and 14 percent 

higher spending on consumption goods than 
those who did not. They had also moved to 
large urban areas, like Nairobi, in far greater 
numbers, affording them better economic 
opportunities. Considering that an annual 
deworming treatment costs about $0.50 
per child when delivered at scale, the rate of 
return on this investment in child health is 
astronomical and pays for itself many times 
over. Fortunately, governments in India, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Pakistan have 

recognized this, and are working with NGOs 
to implement mass deworming programs that 
currently reach over 280 million children each 
year. But there is still much work to be done 
to reach the nearly 600 million children who 
remain at risk of parasitic worm infections.

The same is true of NTDs more broadly. Over 
the last two decades, governments, nonprofit 
organizations, and bilateral and private donors 
have made enormous progress in the fight 

against these diseases, using extremely cheap, 
cost-effective treatments. As a result, we are 
closer to beating NTDs than ever. But we are not 
there yet.

With the COVID-19 pandemic pushing 
even more of the world’s population into 
poverty, and increasing the risk of debilitating 
illness, now is the time to redouble our efforts 
to combat NTDs. But growing demands on 
government budgets and more competition 
for funding seem set to halt progress. and 
even reverse it.

The British government — a global leader 
in innovative foreign-assistance programs 

— recently announced that it would cut 90 
percent of its funding for NTDs. As a result of 
this decision, millions of people will miss out 
on treatments, and many medicines that are 
already in-country could expire on the shelf, 
owing to a lack of funds to distribute them. 
For the world’s most vulnerable populations, 
the consequences will be catastrophic.

That is why we urge the British government 
to reverse its decision, and encourage other 
governments to fill the gaps in funding. NTD 
interventions are some of the most cost-
effective global health investments countries 
can make, especially at a time of rising 
poverty and proliferating disease. To end 
the scourge of NTDs and protect the world’s 
poorest people, we must no longer neglect 
neglected tropical diseases.

Disastrous Neglect of
Neglected Tropical Diseases 

MICHAEL KREMER AND EDWARD MIGUEL   
Michael Kremer, a 2019 Nobel laureate in economics, is 
University Professor in Economics at the University of Chicago 

Edward Miguel is Professor of Environmental and Resource 
Economics and Faculty Director of the Center for Effective 
Global Action at the University of California.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

With the COVID-19 pandemic pushing even 
more of the world’s population into poverty, and 
increasing the risk of debilitating illness, now 
is the time to redouble our efforts to combat 

Neglected Tropical Diseases.



15
The Times Kuwait              30 May - 05 June, 2021 
www.timeskuwait.com HEALTH

Smartphone as 
a psychotherapist
An unconventional and innovative approach to 

treating mental illness is gaining support among 
psychotherapists and other mental health experts. 
Using a mobile app that monitors and reports on 
behavioural changes associated with mental illness, 
could help doctors detect early stages of the illness 
and provide timely intervention before it spirals into 
depression or other serious forms of mental illnesses.

A research team at Northwestern University in the 
United States, led by Dr. David Mohr, is examining 
whether mobile tools can be effectively integrated 
into mental health treatment programs. 

Smartphones are the ideal therapist — always 
available; supportive but not too pushy, discreetly 
checking on your mental health without being 
intrusive; and, intelligent enough to know exactly how 
and when to help.

Using sensor data to target users’ behaviors and 
emotions is called personal sensing — a field that is 
young but promising.  Mental health professionals 
hope to access data from personal sensing, which if it 
proves reliable, could improve all kinds of treatment.

Using personal sensing data along with GPS 
sensors, the research team hopes to relate movement 
with mental health. Studies have shown that people 

who spent more time at home, or when they did go 
out tended to visit fewer places and spend less time 
there, were more likely to be depressed. 

They are also looking at the rhythm of a person’s 
behavioral patterns, which can be more random 
when their mental health is off. For example, when 
people are depressed, they might start to show erratic 
behaviour patterns such as waking up later than their 
usual time, starting their day later, or skipping daily 
routine practices. People are generally creatures of 
habit and when they are depressed these habits tend 
to get disrupted.

For their study, the researchers had volunteers 
install an app on their phones that would track their 
movements. From time to time, the participants 
answered questions about how depressed they felt 
at any given moment. They also reported when they 
went to bed and when they awoke.

Latest figures on the prevalence of diabetes around the world points to 
a worrying and staggering number of over 500 million people suffering 
from this non-communicable disease. Even more concerning are studies 

that show many of those with diabetes were not even aware of their potentially 
debilitating ailment. 

A new global study, further complicates and compounds the debate on 
diabetes, by  revealing that only one-in-ten of those diagnosed with diabetes 
in the 55 low- and middle-income countries evaluated by the study, were 
receiving the kind of comprehensive care that has been proven to reduce 
diabetes-related problems. The comprehensive package of care that lowers the 
health risks of under-treated diabetes are: low-cost medicines to reduce blood 
sugar, blood pressure and cholesterol levels; and counseling on diet, exercise 
and weight. Among the risks associated with under-treatment of diabetes are 
future heart attacks, strokes, nerve damage, blindness, amputations and other 
disabling or fatal conditions. The new study, by researchers at the University of 
Michigan, and at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, a teaching hospital affiliated 
to Harvard Medical School, along with a team of global partners, evaluated data 
from standardized household studies, to allow for ‘apple-to-apple’ comparison 
between countries and regions.

The team analyzed data from surveys, examinations and tests of more than 
680,000 people between the ages of 25 and 64 worldwide conducted in recent 
years. More than 37,000 of them had diabetes; more than half of them had not 
been formally diagnosed yet, but had a key biomarker of elevated blood sugar.

The researchers have provided their findings to the World Health Organization, 
which is developing efforts to scale up delivery of evidence-based diabetes care 
globally as part of an initiative known as the Global Diabetes Compact. The forms 
of diabetes-related care used in the study are all included in the ‘2020 WHO 
Package of Essential Noncommunicable Disease Interventions’.

Previous studies have revealed that diabetes continues to explode everywhere, 
in every country, and 80 percent of people with it live in low- and middle-income 
countries. Diabetes confers a high risk of complications such as heart attacks, 
blindness, and strokes that can be prevented by administering comprehensive 
diabetes treatment. We need to make sure people around the world can access 
such treatment, said the researchers at the conclusion of their study. In addition 
to the main finding that 90 percent of the people with diabetes studied did not 
have access to all six components of comprehensive diabetes care, the study also 
found major gaps in specific care.

For instance, while about half of all people with diabetes were taking a drug to 
lower their blood sugar, and 41 percent were taking a drug to lower their blood 
pressure, only 6.3 percent were receiving cholesterol-lowering medications.

These findings show the need to scale-up proven treatment not only to 
lower glucose but also to address cardiovascular disease risk factors, such as 
hypertension and high cholesterol, in people with diabetes.

Also, only less than a third of diabetic patients had access to counseling on 
diet and exercise, which have been shown to guide people with diabetes to 
adopt habits that can control their health risks further.

In addition, even when the researchers focused specifically on people who had 
already received a formal diagnosis of diabetes, they found that 85 percent were 
taking a medicine to lower blood sugar, 57 percent were taking a blood pressure 
medication, but only 9 percent were taking medication to control their cholesterol. 
Moreover, while nearly 74 percent had received diet-related counseling, just under 
66 percent received exercise and weight counseling. Taken together, less than one 
in five people with previously diagnosed diabetes were getting the full package of 
evidence-based care.  In general, the study also found that people were less likely 
to get evidence-based diabetes care the lower the average income of the country 
and region they lived in. For instance, nations in the Oceania region of the Pacific 
had the highest prevalence of diabetes, both diagnosed and undiagnosed, but 
received the lowest rates of diabetes-related care.

However, there were exceptions to the caveat and there were low-income 
countries that had higher-than-expected rates of good diabetes care, such as 
Costa Rica. Overall, while the Latin America and Caribbean region was second 
only to Oceania in diabetes prevalence, the region had much higher levels of 
care. Focusing on what countries with outsize achievements in diabetes care 
are doing well could provide valuable insights for improving care elsewhere, 
including in high-income countries like the United States, which does not 
consistently deliver evidence-based care to people with diabetes.

The study also shines a light on the variation between countries and regions 
in the percentage of cases of diabetes that have been diagnosed. Women, 
people with higher levels of education and higher personal wealth, and people 
who are older or had high body mass index were more likely to be receiving 
evidence-based diabetes care. Improving reliable access to diabetes diagnostic 
technologies is important in leading more people to obtain preventive care and 
counseling, said the study-team.

Global study reveals vast 
under-treatment of diabetes




