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International Day of Democracy, celebrated 
on 15 September each year, is an opportunity 
to assess the state of democracy around the 

world, and more pertinently, why this form of 
government has failed to take hold in the Arab 
world. Even in Kuwait, where a quasi-democracy 
has taken a tentative hold since the country’s 
independence in 1961, it has at best become a 
model for a dawdling democracy that has not 
risen to expectations in meeting the aspirations 
of people. 

It is an anomaly that while there has been 
a growth in the democratization process 
worldwide, democracy has by and large failed 
to find a foothold in this part of the world. That 
there is not even one fully democratic nation 
in the Arab world is as much a sign of disquiet 
over the results of recent Western attempts to 

implant democracy in the region, as it is a telling 
demonstration of how conservative traditions 
and religious dictates continue to hold sway 
over the Arab world.

In Kuwait the vestiges of democracy began to 
sprout as early as the 1930s and this eventually 
led to elections being held among members 

of erstwhile influential families to the 1938 
legislative council. In a probable harbinger of 
how future politics would evolve in Kuwait, the 
legislative council was dissolved the very next 
year by the then ruler Sheikh Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Following abrogation of the protection 
treaty with Great Britain and the country’s 

emergence as a fully independent nation in 
1961, the 11th ruler and first Amir of Kuwait, 
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salim Al-Sabah once again 
led the nation along the path of democracy. The 
country soon witnessed the development of 
political institutions, adoption of a Constitution, 
and elections to the 50-seat unicameral 
National Assembly. The Constitution, which 
has guided Kuwait’s democratic march for the 
past six decades, emphasizes that people are 
the source of power, establishes roles for the 
three branches of government — the executive, 
the legislative and the judiciary —  as well as 
espouses the principle of separation of powers 
between the three entities.

Since then, elections have been held almost 
regularly to elect members to the parliament, 
but just as regularly the assembly has been 
dissolved by orders of the Amir, due to conflicts 
between the elected parliament and appointed 
executive. 
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High rents propel Kuwait 
to top-twenty ranks globally

Apartment renters in Hong Kong 
pay the highest rents in the world, 
with the cost of renting a one-

bedroom apartment in the city being 
on average USD 2,178. Among states in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) bloc, 
Qatar was the most expensive with an 
average rent of $1,545 and ranking 4th 
globally, followed by the UAE in 10th spot 
globally with an average rent of 1,187. In 
contrast, the average monthly rent for a 
one-bedroom apartment in Kuwait City, 
which ranked 18th globally, was $909 and 
in the suburbs this was down to $730.  

The affordability of rents can be seen 
as a lesson in the relative relationship 
between income and cost of living in a city, 
and could help expatriates when making 
decisions on taking up employment in a 
new country. For instance, an expatriate 

with a stable high income may find 
renting an apartment in Kuwait to be a 
bargain relative to Doha or Dubai. But they 
should also factor in other costs, as well as 
facilities and amenities available, before 
taking up an appointment in Kuwait. 

On the other hand, someone with a 
lower income in Kuwait may be attracted 
to seek employment in Saudi Arabia 
where a one-bedroom apartment outside 
the city center can be had for $270 per 
month, or a third of what it costs in Kuwait. 
However, making a decision based on 
apartment prices alone would not be 
advisable, an expatriate would need to 
consider other factors and costs as well, 
including the facilities, amenities and 
relative freedoms available to expatriates 
in the country, before deciding to board 
that flight to Kuwait.

The ranking of most expensive cities 
based on apartment rents was compiled 
by the online financial news and opinion 
publishing website 247wallst.com using 
data from Numbeo, the online database 
of user-contributed data about cities 
and countries worldwide. Accordingly, 
the ranking needs to be taken with the 
proverbial pinch of salt. 

On a more serious and economical 
note, Kuwait came in second spot in Sukuk 
issuance among GCC states during the first 

quarter of the year. According to Moody’s 
global credit rating agency, Kuwait was 
the second-largest issuer of Sukuk after 
Saudi Arabia, issuing a total of $7.2 billion 
in sukuks, which also marked a 11 percent 
increase in issuances year-on-year.

The agency expected issuance activity 
in other GCC states to remain subdued for 
the rest of the year, due to the decrease in 
fiscal deficit resulting from an increase in oil 

prices. Nevertheless, it expected Kuwait to 
continue being a strong player in issuances, 
mainly due to short-term issuances by the 
Central Bank and long-term issuances by 
commercial banks in the country, 

Moody’s also predicted that the total 
short- and long-term Sukuk issuances in 
2021 would reach between $190 billion 
and $200 billion globally, after recording 
$205 billion in 2020.

The widespread practice of offering 
consumers installment plans for the 

purchase of durable consumer goods in Kuwait, 
has reportedly come under the scanner of the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI). \

With an increasing number of complaints 
against companies for allegedly charging 
exorbitant interest rates on their installment 
schemes, the ministry is said to be looking at 
plans to tighten the loan market, by reviewing 
and rationalizing the interest that companies 
can charge consumers on loan installments. 

Other measures being considered by MoCI 
are said to include setting up a supervisory 
mechanism to ensure compliance with 
the controls regulating credit operations. 
Currently, the loan installment scheme 
operated by companies and commercial 
establishments does not come under the 
supervision of the Central Bank of Kuwait, and 
as such there is no control over installment 
sales of goods and services, or any other form 
of forward sales. Preparations in this regard will 
include coordination between MoCI and the 
Central Bank, to set up a working mechanism 

and a joint memorandum of understanding 
between the two parties.

Among other requirements for companies 
providing loan installments will be the 
obligation to show upfront and in writing the 
actual cost of the loans to the customer 

These measures are said to be part of the 
moves by MoCI to protect the consumer, and 
educate them regarding the reality of the basic 
prices of their goods, and the interest margin 
that will be added to the cost of purchasing in 
installments.

Loan installments come 
under radar of MoCI

As part of belt-tightening measures 
announced by the Council of Ministers 

to curtail public expenditure, the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry and the Public 
Authority for Manpower (PAM) are said to be 
separately studying various proposals on how 
to cut costs.

While the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry is said to be studying the possibility 
of reducing the quantity of certain items 
in the food rations supplied to low-income 
households, PAM is said to be looking at 
cutting employment support to nationals 
aged 60 and over.

Among the items that could be whittled 
down by the ministry are rice and sugar, which 
could witness a reduction in quantity of rice 

from 6.25 kilos per person to 5 kilos, and sugar 
supplies could drop from 2kilos per person to 1 
kilo. An earlier proposal to include infant food 
in the category of reductions was reportedly 
turned down by the ministry.

Meanwhile, PAM is reportedly studying 
the possibility of stopping payment of 
employment support to nationals who are 60 
years old and above. 

The authority is also said to be re-
examining several other state subsidies 
provided to this category of citizens. Also, 
under consideration by the Authority is a 
review of the labor support disbursement 
granted to nationals employed in the private 
sector, and to limit this support to only those 
earning less than KD3,000.

Austerity plans include ration 
reductions, job support cuts
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Prisoners to serve sentence at 
home with surveillance bracelet

Prisoners sentenced to less than three years in 
jail will be allowed to serve their prison-term 
in the comfort of their homes, provided they 

agree to wear a surveillance bracelet that tracks their 
movements at all times. 

Announcing this humanitarian initiative, Assistant 
Undersecretary for Correctional Institutions Affairs 
and Sentences Enforcement Department at the 
Ministry of Interior, Major-General Talal Ma’arafi, 
said this will be done in coordination with the Public 
Prosecution, and that the device will be able to track 
the movement of the prisoner around the clock.

He stressed that the prisoner first must sign an 
undertaking agreeing to these terms, and be fully 
committed to remain within the permissible area and 

must not move to any other place, his personal phone 
must also remain open 24/7. The convict must also 
give a pledge not to use any jamming device inside 
his residence or tamper with the bracelet, by either 
removing it or damaging it in any way.

Major-General Ma’arafi added that in the event of 
illness he must take approval to go to the Correctional 
Institution Hospital, and in this case his movement 
will be tracked from his residence to the hospital and 
back home. 

He also pointed out that this initiative was part of 
the state’s humanitarian efforts and upon directives 
of Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Al Ali, and follow 
up of the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior 
Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf.

Center for abuse 
victims to finally open
Despite the authorities launching a center in Ahmadi to shelter 

victims of domestic abuse in Kuwait, no cases have made their way 
to the center so far, despite several incidents of domestic violence being 
reported since the opening of the venue.

A main reason for this anomaly is allegedly because, though the 
building had been fully equipped with facilities and amenities by the 
Supreme Family Council, which is affiliated with the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Community Development, the ministry has not assigned any 
employees to staff and operate the center. Even a hotline telephone that 
was installed at the shelter is yet to be activated due to various other 
reasons.

But reports indicate that 
following recent visits by human 
rights groups, including by relevant 
United Nations entities in Kuwait, 
there is a sudden spurt of activiity 
and the center is expected to open 
its doors in the immediate future 
to receive victims of domestic 
violence.

Among other reasons cited for 
the inactivity of the center are the lack of a specific budget, absence of 
qualified employees to handle domestic violence cases and to provide 
counselling and psychological care to the victims. 

Exactly a year ago since Fatima al-Ajmi, aged 35 and pregnant was 
shot and killed, reportedly by a family member, a shelter for protecting 
victims of domestic violence is gearing up to open its doors.

The brutal murder of Al-Ajmi, which led to days of protests and 
demonstrations by social activists in Kuwait, possibly served as a catalyst 
for the National Assembly to speedily pass a law ten days later granting 
women legal protection against domestic violence.  The law had been 
pending in parliament for a long period without lawmakers being able 
to reach a consensus on its wordings. 

The passage of the ‘Law on Protection from Domestic Violence’, on 
19 September, 2020 finally allowed Kuwait to catch-up with more than 
155 countries worldwide where explicit laws protecting women against 
domestic violence exist. Among others, the new legislation called for 
the establishment of shelters to protect victims of domestic abuse and 
a hotline to receive domestic violence complaints, as well as to provide 
counseling and legal assistance for victims, and issuing restraining orders 
to prevent abusers from contacting their victim.

Mubarak Al-Kabeer 
Academy to train Royals
A project to train young royals in leadership skills, as well as in the fields 

of politics, economics, administration and media among others, is to be 
launched shortly.

The Mubarak Al-Kabeer Academy for Leadership, which is being readied 
in accordance with international specifications and based on well-studied 
foundations and curricula, will target the training of young men and women 

from the ruling family. A three-
year program at the academy 
will include various training 
courses, reading programs 
and external tours, as well 
as writing a final graduation 
project 

The seriousness of the 
project is underlined by the 
fact that the Supreme Council 
for Planning and Development 
has been assigned to launch 
the project. Also, Dr. Nasser 

Al-Mujibel, a member of the Council, has been tasked to be in charge of the 
project and to administer admissions to the academy.

Informed sources stressed that though the academy is named after 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Al-Sabah, admission will not be only to the offsprings of 
Mubarak the Great, but to all young members of the royal family.

Qualifications for admission to the academy will include several criteria, 
including personal desire, and passing a personal interview as well as an IQ 
skills test. The academy, which will be self-financed, is said to be awaiting final 
approval for its launch from the Council of Ministers.
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• Makes 12 scones

Ingredients
1/2 cup dried currants
Juice and zest of 1/2 small lemon (about 2 tbsp juice and 2 tsp zest)
1 cup chilled heavy cream 
2 large egg yolks
2 cups unbleached cake flour
1 cup unbleached all-purpose flour, plus more for dusting
1/4 cup sugar
1 tbsp baking powder
3/4 tsp baking soda
1 tsp salt
3/4 cup (1 1/2 sticks) unsalted butter, cultured preferred, cut into 1/2-inch 
chunks, chilled
3 tbsp unsalted butter, melted
Equipment
Small glass or nonreactive bowl
Small mixing bowl
Plastic wrap
Stand mixer or food processor
Rolling pin
Pastry scraper
Rimmed baking sheet
Pizza cutter or large knife
Pie server
Pastry brush

Instructions
• Place the currants in a small 

glass or other nonreactive 
bowl, add the lemon juice and 
zest, and stir well. Let them stand for 35 to 40 minutes. The currants will 
rehydrate and plump a little.

• Preheat the oven to 204 degrees Celsius. Spray a rimmed baking sheet 
with nonstick vegetable oil spray or nonstick baking spray and set 
aside.

• In a small mixing bowl, combine the cream and egg yolks and whisk. 
Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate until ready to use.

• Sift the flours, sugar, baking powder, baking soda, and salt into the 
bowl of a heavy-duty stand mixer fitted with a paddle attachment or 
the bowl of a food processor fitted with a metal blade.

• Scatter the butter chunks over the flour. If you are using a stand mixer, 
mix at medium-low speed for 30 seconds. If you are using a food 
processor, process in eight (1-second) pulses. Either way, the mixture 
should resemble powdery sand in some spots and coarse sand in 
others. Do not overmix.

• Add the egg mixture and mix at medium speed for 30 to 45 seconds, 
or process in 4 (1-second) pulses, just until the dough barely comes 
together. It should be lumpy, with raggedy edges — not smooth at all.

• Heavily dust a work surface with all-purpose flour. Scoop the dough 
out onto it, scatter the currants and zest on top, and gently mix 
them in.

• Divide the dough in half. Sprinkle a pinch of flour on top of one of 
the halves and shape into 15 to 20cm round with a thickness of about 
2cm. Repeat with the other portion of dough. Use a pizza wheel or a 
large knife to cut each circle into six even wedges. Be sure to cut all the 
way through to the bottom so the wedges are separated. Using a pie 
server or a spatula, lift the wedges, one at a time, and arrange on the 
prepared baking sheet, about 2 to 3cm apart.

• Brush the tops of the scones with the melted butter. Sprinkle with 
sugar if using.

• Bake until golden-brown on the tops and bottoms (15 to 18 minutes).

FOOD

 Thought
  for the         e

week
—  Jack Kerouac

Practice kindness all day to 

everybody and you will realize 

you’re already in heaven now.

If you are wondering whether 
preparing English muffins from 
scratch is worth your while, then 

the answer is yes. These fluffy-on-the-
inside, chewy-on-the-outside baked 
goods are easy to prepare and fancy 
enough to present to guests. They are 
just as versatile as bagels and can be 
paired with spreads, jams and jellies. 
Here is everything you need to know 
about preparing English Muffins.

The dough: English muffin dough 
is generally enriched — with butter, 
milk (or other dairy), and/or sugar 
— though often only lightly so (and 
eggs are not usually in the mix). It is a 
yeast-raised dough that benefits from 
the structure or higher protein levels 
of bread flour. Unlike doughs that 
are intensely mixed, English muffin 
dough requires minimal handling, 
which means there is no need for 
strong, intense gluten strands. Breads 
that are rigorously mixed, like brioche, 
have a tight crumb structure, whereas 
those that are handled minimally 
have a more open structure. It is 
also worth noting that the dough 
should not be overly tacky: If you find 
yourself with sticky dough, knead in a 
few tablespoons of extra flour until it 
is smooth and easy to handle. 

The slow rise: Because English muffin 
dough takes time to rise, you can 
always mix the dough the day before 
preparing using room temperature 
liquid and refrigerate overnight. 
Not only does this save time, it also 
provides excellent flavor — a depth 
of yeasty goodness that is usually 

provided by the use of a pre-ferment. 
Just remember to bring the dough 
back to room temperature before 
shaping. But, if you are an all-in-one 
day type of baker, simply use warm 
liquid and let the dough rise for an 
hour before shaping and 15 to 30 
minutes after shaping. 

Rolling and shaping: English muffin 
dough is so soft and tender that it 
does not require much work to roll 
into shape. There are a few ways 
you can handle the shaping process: 
You might choose to roll out the 
dough and use a cutter or shape into 
individual rounds. Once cut into your 
desired shape, cover loosely with 
plastic wrap and let them rise for 15 to 
20 minutes on your work surface. 

Dipping the outside: Before you can 
cook the English muffins, they need 
an important garnish of sorts. To 
create the signature outer, the English 
muffins are dipped in a textured flour 
or meal, the most common being 
semolina flour or cornmeal. This 
coating on the exterior will help the 
muffins from sticking during the first 
part of their cooking process.

‘Cooking’ the crust: Once the dough 
has been shaped and has had its final 
rise, it is cooked in a cast-iron skillet 
before it hits the oven. The hot skillet 
gives the outside a golden, crackly 
appearance and sets the crust, then 
the soft interior gets finished in the 
oven. While this is one extra step, it 
also means a shorter overall bake time. 
Make sure the skillet is nice and hot, 
but not smoking hot, before adding 

the muffins. Cook until golden (two to 
four minutes), then flip and repeat on 
the other side. If you have a large cast-
iron griddle, you can do them all at 
once. If not, work in batches. Transfer 
the finished muffins to a parchment-
lined baking sheet. 

Baking: English muffins bake at a high 
temperature for a short amount of 
time. Bake for seven to nine minutes 
at 246 degrees Celsius. These muffins 
will be much puffier and fluffier than 
the kind you are used to seeing, and 
since they will not brown too much 
more in the oven, it can be difficult 
to tell when they are done. The best 
way is to stick a thermometer in there. 
Go in at the side so that the hole will 
be easier to hide to whomever you 
are serving and make sure you settle 
the thermometer in the very center. 
Look for an internal temperature of 
between 93 and 102 degrees Celsius. 

Cooling: Muffins must be cooled for 
five to ten minutes before serving. 
They will still be nice and warm, but 
their crumb structure will have had 
time to set and some steam will 
slowly escape from the interior. If you 
are making your muffins a good bit 
in advance, no problem either. Let 
them cool completely, then transfer 
to an airtight container. The cooled 
muffins can be warmed in a low oven 
or toasted to perfection. 

Serving: Grab some butter, jam or 
jelly. Then slather, bite, and repeat.

 Baking English 

Muffins 
                to perfection

RECIPE

Homemade
buttery scones
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Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority 
(Nazaha) has awarded the reward-
money in cash to one of its whistle-

blowers , following successful prosecution 
of the corruption case. 

Acting Secretary-General of Nazaha, 
Dr. Muhammad Bozbar, said that reward-
money is presented to whistle-blowers 
who reveal incidents of corruption in 
public offices. The money is disbursed as 
per executive regulations, and based on 
the merits of individual cases, where the 
whistle-blower is also required to fulfill 
certain conditions. 

The whistle-blower is entitled to the 
reward-money only after a successful 
verdict is issued in the prosecution case 

against the corruption charges. And, 
usually the reward-money awarded by 
the Authority is a percentage of the 
amount recovered from the perpetrator, or 
perpetrators, of the corruption.

Whistleblower wins reward-money from Nazaha

Al-Sayer partners with
NGOs to donate blood
Al-Sayer Holding conducted a blood donation campaign in association with the Central 

Blood Bank, and local non-governmental entity Trash Hero Kuwait, which is a registered 
Non-Profit Organization (NPO) in Kuwait.

The campaign, which extended for five days, was aimed at inspiring the Kuwaiti community 
with the noble ideal of   donating blood to save lives, in particular during the ongoing 

COVID-19 crisis that has increased the need in hospitals for 
life-saving blood.

More than 30 volunteers contributed five hours a day 
to support more than 60 donors who arrived to donate 
blood. All participants underwent a medical assessment 
before donation to ensure they are sufficiently fit and 
healthy to give blood. Other volunteer organizations 
involved in the campaign included Green Hands, 
Tarahom, Kuwait Response & Rescue Squad, and Spread 
The Passion. 

Nehad Al-Hajj Ali – GM of Corporate Excellence at 
ALSAYER Group expressed his utmost gratitude to the 
volunteers who joined the campaign. “Such a gathering 
shows great solidarity from us to others, whom we have 

never met or know. Blood donation is an excellent service 
to humanity, and we look forward in the future to partnering in more such voluntary services 
to serve our community,” said Al Hajj Ali.

He added, “We are also grateful to the management and staff at Blood Bank Jabriya 
unit for their effective support during these critical days. As part of ALSAYER Corporate 
Social Responsibility we are always keen to raise awareness among our employees, 
customers, and society to elevate the spirit of giving and coming together for the 
prosperity of the Kuwait community.”

Army holds awareness
drive for recruitment

Ministry of Defense held an awareness 
campaign last week titled ‘Be Among 

Them’, with the aim of motivating young 
Kuwaitis to enroll in military service.

revealed a study by the army to enlist the 
female component to work in its ranks, Al-
Rai daily reported.

Speaking on the sidelines of the campaign, 
the Assistant Chief of Staff of Manpower 
Authority at the Ministry of Defence, Major-
General Dr. Khaled Al-Kandari, said, “We 
look forward to witnessing a large turnout 
of young people to join the military, and 
we hope the campaign will attract Kuwaiti 
youth to volunteer in the military service, to 
defend the homeland.”

Major-General Al-Kandari also revealed 
that the ministry was conducting a study on 

allowing women to enlist in the army, which 
he said would allow many young Kuwaiti 
women to realize their aspiration of serving 
in the defense of Kuwait.

For his part, the Director of Moral 
Guidance at the Ministry of Defense, Colonel 
Naval Staff Mohammed Abel Al-Awadi, said 
that the awareness campaign aims to open 
lines of direct communication between the 
youth and the Kuwaiti army, allowing them 
to be informed on the tasks and duties 
assigned to the army, and to encourage 
them to join the military corps.

PCR test mandatory for 

all incoming passengers

A recent case of infection from the Delta 
variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus was 

detected in Kuwait, confirmed the Chairman 
of the Advisory Committee to Confront 
Corona, Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah. He added that 
the infected person was a citizen, and not as 
rumored an expatriate.

Notwithstanding the nationality of the 
infected person, it was important to examine 
everyone who enters the country so as to 
ensure that the COVID-19 cases do not surge 
again, said Dr. Al-Jarallah.

This view was reiterated in a statement by 
Preventive Healthcare Specialist Dr. Abdullah 
Behbehani, who stressed the importance 
of conducting PCR tests on all incoming 
passengers to prevent newly mutated viruses, 
especially Delta, from entering Kuwait.

He pointed out that a traveler entering 
Kuwait may be immune or not show any 
symptoms of infection with Delta, but could 
become the cause for the spread of the variant 
in Kuwait, unless subjected to PCR test on 
arrival.

Dr. Behbehani also called on everyone to 
get vaccinated to protect themselves and their 
families from the virus and help the authorities 
in the aim to acquire community immunity at 
the earliest.
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A bill aimed at amending the law on 
government guarantee of bank 

deposits, which was enacted in 2008 to 
enhance financial stability, is reported to 
be under consideration by the Central Bank 
of Kuwait (CBK).

The new bill will absolve the government 
from its responsibility to provide 100 
percent guarantee of all deposits in 
local banks, and replace it with a partial 
guarantee that covers only a specific upper 
limit for every customer.

The proposal to provide only partial 
guarantee is said to be linked to the aim 
of CBK to improve the country’s sovereign 

ratings by international rating agencies.
standing Some rating agencies had 
downgraded Kuwait’s sovereign ratings in 
recent months citing, among others, that 
the government guarantee of deposits 
constituted an additional obligation on 
the state, even if it was only an indirect 
obligation.

The agencies said that a full guarantee 
obliged the state to pay depositors, if 
any bank defaulted on its payment, and 
that this puts additional pressure on the 
rating, despite the unlikelihood of banks 
defaulting in Kuwait given their financial 
strength and creditworthiness.

CBK is said to be working on an alternate 
effective system to replace the state 
guarantee. Several proposals are reported 
to be under consideration, including the 
establishment of a separate entity, or fund 
that works in cooperation with banks to 
provide a guarantee on a portion of the 
customer’s deposits, and another system 
where the government continues to 
remain a guarantor of a certain minimum 
amount of money, regardless of the total 
value of the deposits.

Customers’ choice of banks where they 
will hold their deposits in future, if state 
guarantees are lifted, will depend on two 

main considerations: either based on the 
name and reputation of the bank, or on the 
interest offered by the bank, which would 
lead to raising the level of competition 
among local banks, said the CBK.

Bank deposits to be secured with
only partial guarantee

Al-Muzaini, a renowned financial 
solutions provider and the leading 

exchange house in Kuwait, has opened its 
117th branch in Kuwait at Qurtuba, Block-2.

The new branch was inaugurated by the 
General Manager of Al-Muzaini Exchange 
Hugh Fernandes, along with senior officials 
on 1 September. The new branch offers 
customers a broad range of financial services 
such as instant bank transfers, instant money 
transfers, foreign currency exchange and 
Corporate/Trade transfers, with the best rates 
and fast turnaround time on transactions, all 

days of the week. Speaking on the occasion 
Mr. Fernandes said: “It is our vision to make 
financial services accessible to all. 

Along with our strong network across 
Kuwait, Al-Muzaini Digital Payment 
platform available in App Store, Google 
Play and App Gallery, provides a secure and 
simplified one-stop financial solution with 
more unique features such as New Customer 
Registration, Adding New Beneficiary, 
Setting rate alerts, Rate trends, Transaction 
history, Western Union Transfer and more, 
in just a few clicks, from anywhere, anytime.

Al-Muzaini Exchange 
opens 117th branch 
in Kuwait, in Qurtuba
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Latest data released by the International 
Institute for Sovereign Wealth Funds 

shows that Kuwait ranks third globally and first 
regionally in terms of its assets. Of the total 
USD9.1 trillion held by sovereign wealth funds 
(SWF), Kuwait accounted for $693 billion. 

The list was topped by the Norwegian 
Government Pension Fund with assets of $1.4 
trillion, followed by the China Investment 
Corporation with assets of $1.1 trillion, and in 
third spot was Kuwait’s wealth fund, the Kuwait 
Investment Authority. Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority with assets of $649 billion came in 
fourth, and the Hong Kong Monetary Authority 
with assets of $582 billion was in fifth spot.

In terms of regional distribution, the Asia 
region had the largest share of the total, 
accounting for 42 percent of global sovereign 

funds, while the Middle East came in second 
place with 33 percent of the total. Europe and 
North America came in third and fourth places 
with 18 percent and 3.8 percent respectively, 
followed by Australia and the Pacific region with 
2.3 percent and the lowest percentage was for 
Africa and Latin America with 0.9 percent and 
0.4 percent, respectively.

The institute explained that the study of 
the main difference between the value of the 
funds’ assets during the period between 2000 
and 2012 compared to their value during the 
period between 2012 and 2021, shows that the 
increase in the assets of funds during the recent 
period is represented in the investment returns 
achieved by the funds in the current period of 
time, especially in the markets where they have 
spread widely.

Kuwait’s wealth fund
tops regional funds
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On the occasion of the 30th 
anniversary of Independence 
Day of Uzbekistan, the country’s 

Ambassador in Kuwait H.E. Aloev 
Bakhromjon released a booklet titled, 
‘New Uzbekistan is becoming a Country 
of Democratic Transformations, Big 
Opportunities and Practical Deeds’. 

The booklet is based on a recent 
interview by the President of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev, where 
he provides answers to questions over a 
wide range of topics related to the country.

In the book, President Mirziyoyev 
details the steps taken for a new 
Uzbekistan and noted that the building 
of a new Uzbekistan is “not a whim, not a 
subjective phenomenon, but an objective 

necessity, which has its own fundamental 
historical foundations, due to the current 
political, legal, socio-economic, spiritual 
and educational situation, based on the 
centuries-long aspirations of our people 
and fully conforming to their national 
interests”. 

The president points out in the book that 
the new Uzbekistan is a state, developing 
in strict compliance with the universally 
recognized norms in the field of democracy, 
human rights and freedoms, and on 
the basis of the principles of friendship 
and cooperation with the international 
community, the ultimate aim of which is to 
create a free, comfortable and prosperous 
life for the people of Uzbekistan.

President Mirziyoyev highlights six priority 
tasks that include social policy, economic 
development, protecting businesses during 

the pandemic, fundamental changes in 
agriculture by initiating food security, 
protecting the health and life of the people 
during the pandemic and striving to ensure 
educational and spiritual work for future 
development.

Uzbekistan, he notes, is playing a 
leading and important role in the region 
through its foreign policy which is based 
on pragmatism and reconciliation. The 
country is paying special attention to 
strengthening the centuries-long ties of 
friendship based on strategic partnership 
and mutual trust. The country is also keen 
to develop the multifaceted and mutually 
beneficial relations with its main trading 
partners, such as Russia, China, the United 
States of America, Turkey, Germany, France, 
Great Britain, South Korea, Japan, India and 
Pakistan,  and in the Gulf region with the 
United Arab Emirates, and Kuwait, as well as 
expanding ties with other states.

Kuwait is one of the principal and 

important trading partners of Uzbekistan 
in the Middle East and in the Arabic world. 
This year Kuwait and Uzbekistan will 
celebrate 27th anniversary of establishment 
of diplomatic relations between the two 
countries.  During this period, bilateral 
political dialogues and diplomatic ties 
have been reinforced, parliamentary 
cooperation, economic and humanitarian 
relations have developed very positively 
and regular political consultations between 
the two Ministries of Foreign Affairs are 
being organized.

On 15-16 July this year, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Minister of State of 
Cabinet Affairs of Kuwait H.E. Sheikh Dr. 
Ahmed Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah, 
visited Uzbekistan. During his meeting 
with the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, prospects for expanding 
practical cooperation between the 
two countries were discussed in detail, 
including in the areas of trade, investment 
and innovation, finance, food security, 
information technology, education and 
others. 

An agreement was reached between 
the two sides on holding the next meeting 
of the bilateral Intergovernmental 
Commission and preparing a joint program 
of events within the framework of the 
30th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations. During the meeting, 
a constructive exchange of views also took 
place on topical aspects of international 
and regional agendas. The two parties also 
agreed to develop a roadmap that includes 
specific activities aimed at achieving 
among others, bilateral cooperation in the 

financial-credit sphere. 
Meanwhile, the Kuwait Fund for Arab 

Economic Development continues to 
support the implementation of various 
social projects in Uzbekistan, including in 
agriculture, infrastructure, transport and 
healthcare sectors. The Kuwait Fund has 
stood with Uzbekistan since the Central 
Asian country’s independence, contributing 
to financing 10 development projects 
amounting to around USD213 million, and 
providing grants and technical assistance 
amounting to nearly $2.5 million.

On the travel and tourism front, in the 
last few years, Uzbekistan has taken several 
practical measures to facilitate the granting 
of visas to citizens of Kuwait. The two 
countries have established visa-free entry 
for holders of diplomatic passports and 
visa-free entry regime for citizens of Kuwait 
for10 days. Direct flights between the two 
countries have also become operational 
since last month.

The farsighted answers provided by the 
President in the book, indicates that the 
transformation to a new Uzbekistan is fast 
becoming a reality for the people of the 
country.

New Uzbekistan emerges under 
leadership of President Mirziyoyev

BY REAVEN D’SOUZA
MANAGING EDITOR

Creating a culture of 
competency in government 

operations is ‘challenging’, because 
the mechanisms for assessing 
and appointing supervisory 
cadres are based on foundations 
of productivity, efficiency and 
performance measurement, said 
the Secretary-General of the 
Supreme Council for Planning and 
Development, Dr. Khaled Mahdi in 
a recent media interview. 

He revealed that the Council seeks to 
promote this culture of competency, and do 
away with the practice of appointments based 
on connections and relationships. Dr. Mahdi 
was speaking on the sidelines of a meeting 
between representatives of the Secretariat 
General of the Supreme Council for Planning 
and the Arab Planning Institute,  which was held 
at the Institute’s headquarters recently under 

the slogan ‘Towards a National 
Development Leadership’.

Announcing the launch of 
the project for building a center 
for development of government 
agencies, the Secretary-General 
noted that appointments worldwide 
are usually based on three criteria 
— birthright, relationships or 
competencies. However, in Kuwait, 
“we want to enhance the concept 
of competencies through initiating 

professional development programs for 
government agencies”.

For his part, Director-General of the Arab 
Planning Institute, Dr. Badr Malallah, said, “The 
Leaders Development Program derives its 
importance from the fact that it deals with one 
of the most important issues in the Kuwaiti arena 
at the present time — developing capabilities 
of leaders in government institutions.

Supreme Planning Council 
to promote culture of competency

MoCI spends 
millions on 
subsidies
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

(MoCI) has spent a total of KD121 million 
in the first half of 2021 to subsidize food and 
construction materials, with support for 
construction material alone accounting for 
50 percent of the total expenditure.

Data provided by MoCI shows a 
remarkable growth in spending on 
construction materials from January until 
the end of August 2021, with spending 
peaking in the first two, and last two months 
of the period. A total of KD5.1 million was 
spent in January, KD5.6 million in February, 
KD12 million in July and KD13 million in 
August, in a clear indication of the growth of 

construction work in the residential sector in 
recent months.

In addition to construction material, 
MoCI has provided nine subsidized food 
commodities — rice, sugar, lentils, corn 
oil, powdered milk, milk and baby food (21 
types), tomato paste (two types), and frozen 
chicken (20 types), including 21 types of 
baby food, 20 types of frozen chicken and 
two types of tomato paste.
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More than half of the elected assemblies 
since independence have been dissolved, and 
frequent cabinet reshuffles have led to the 
swearing-in of 38 cabinets, so far. In the latest 
round, following elections held in December 
2020, and the oath-taking of Kuwait’s 16th 
National Assembly on 15 December, the 
parliament witnessed one of its shortest-lived 
sessions. Less than a month after they were 
sworn-in, the cabinet submitted its resignation 
over opposition demands to grill the prime 
minister. 

In Kuwait’s semi-democratic set up, the Amir 
appoints the prime minister who then selects 
his cabinet of ministers to form the government. 
The current cabinet, which took office in March, 
2021 is once again headed by His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, who has now headed three 
governments since 2019. 

The December 2020 elections with a turnout 
of around 70 percent, saw the emergence once 
again of a strong opposition bloc. Just 19 of the 
43 incumbents who ran for parliamentary seats 
were returned, with nearly half of the legislators 
who won aligned with opposition groups, and 
29 tribe-affiliated lawmakers — their highest 
number in parliament since 1992 — making it 
through in the polls. Traditionalist opposition 
members, whether tribalists or Islamists, who 
form the bulk of opposition members were 
clearly the winners in the election. 

Though 29 women ran in the elections, none 
won; perhaps reflecting deeply entrenched 
societal attitudes and traditionalist views 
against women running for office. And, 
although 30 candidates who won elections are 
under the age of 45, hopes among youth of 
reforms and a breath of fresh air in parliament 
were soon dashed, as most of the young cohort 
of legislators share staid views on reforms. 
None of this portends to a smooth sailing for 
the government in the 16th legislative term 
of parliament. Cooperation and consensus 
between the executive and legislative branches 
on issues of importance remain as elusive as it 
was before.

Prevailing estranged relations between 
government and parliament have reiterated 
that frequent suspensions and dissolutions of 
parliament, repeated cabinet reshuffles, and 
snap elections, do not change the political 
dynamics of the state.

While it is to the credit of the governing system 
that it has over the years proven pliant enough 
to accommodate diverse opposition groups 
and views into the country’s political process, 

it has not furthered the progress of democracy 
or development of the country. Some would 
profess that the strained relationship between 
parliament and government are signs of an 
immature democracy in the making, but 60 
years is still a definitely long time to be baking 
democracy into the national psyche. 

If anything, these democratic dilly-dallies 
have only served to underline the shortcomings 
of democracy as practised in Kuwait, 
disheartening many people within the country, 
as well as Kuwait’s well-wishers in the outside 
world. More importantly, the pursuit of a 
dithering democracy in Kuwait has come at the 
expense of much-needed economic, financial 
and administrative reforms, and highlighted the 
country ‘s inability to move forward on the path 
of progress and development.

Despite these democratic shortcomings 
in the political sphere, Kuwait has been seen 
by some purveyors of democracy as a beacon 
of hope in a region beset with geo-political 
upheavals, where autocratic regimes have for 
the most part held sway throughout history. 
If Kuwait’s democratic credentials hinge on 
holding regular elections, having an opposition 
that thwarts government waywardness, 
providing conditional freedom of assembly 
and speech, and the ability to voice opinions 
through a relatively free and vocal media, then 
yes, Kuwait could be considered a poster-child 
of democracy. 

But, if stakeholders interested in promoting 
democracy in the region see Kuwait as a model 
of people’s participation and representative 
government, and consider the country as an 
alluring exemplar of the virtues of democracy 
and democratization, they would be sadly 
mistaken. Showcasing Kuwait as the paragon 
of democracy is not the best of ways to draw 
adherents to this form of governance; if 
anything, it could serve as a forewarning to 
those seeking to transform the monopoly 
of monarchical powers in the region into a 
constitution-based democratic partnership 
between rulers and ruled.

Democracy involves much more than just 
conforming to its basic concepts, or picking and 
choosing democratic cornerstones to engage 
in. In order for it to sustain, democracy needs to 
be embraced in its entirety, in all of its nuances 
and connotations without any exception. 
Democracy is a process, as much as it is a goal, 
and only with the full engagement and support 
of all citizens and society — the government, 
elected representatives and the electorate can 
the ideal of democracy be realized.

 In order for democracy to work, it needs 
a government that is both responsive and 

responsible; it also needs an electorate and 
elected representatives who are cognizant of 
their rights, but also willing to adhere to their 
responsibilities. Democracy entitles one to 
certain fundamental rights, including personal, 
social, economic and political rights, but it also 
enjoins responsibilities to one another, to the 
community and to the country. You cannot have 
one without the other; when you do, you end up 
with a form of democracy as practised in Kuwait.

It would be unfair to pin these democratic 
deficiencies solely on Kuwait, the phenomena 
of dysfunctional democracies have led to 
many countries that have aspired to become 
democratic failing to reap the full benefits 
of democratization. Ample instances attest 
to the failure of selective implementation 
of democratic concepts by Western powers 
seeking to transpose democratic traditions to 
this part of the world . 

Among such well-meaning, but flawed 
implementations of the democratization 
process in the Arab world are the recent 
revisionism witnessed against implanted 
democracy in Egypt. These same longings 
for a pre-democratic setup are also being 
increasingly expressed by many in Libya. In 
Lebanon and Iraq, where democracy is propped 
up by religious and political confessionalism, 
the situation has created inflexible interest 
groups and conflicts of interests, making any 
meaningful reforms aimed at taking the country 
forward almost impossible. 

In Syria and Yemen, nascent democratic 
pinnings and subsequent foreign interventions 
have left the two countries tottering on the 
threshold of becoming failed states. Even in 
Tunisia, where the ‘Arab Spring’ is considered to 
have begun blooming, and where democracy 
has made inroads since the ousting of longtime 
president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali in January 
2011, a survey by Pew Research has found that 
nearly seven in ten people were dissatisfied 
with the progress of democracy in their country. 
It is only understandable, that if a decade ago 
people in the Arab world were cheering the fall 
of despots, today they are jeering the failures of 
democracy.

This change in mindset among the Arab 
populace in less than a decade has wider 
ramifications that extend beyond the region. In 
recent years, the Chinese model emphasizing 
stability and growth seems to have gained 
greater traction among the Arab public, than 
Western democratic concepts and values of 
personal and political freedom. Events over 
the past year and a half that were plagued by 
the COVID-19 crisis have only helped to further 
ingrain this notion. Emergence of the pandemic 

exacerbated and highlighted the apparent 
weaknesses of democratic systems to respond 
quickly and decisively to the pandemic; 
autocratic states seem to have fared better.

Of course, the form of government is not 
really related to successful pandemic responses. 
Irrespective of whether democratic or 
autocratic, countries that have competent state 
machinery, a government that citizens trust and 
listen to, and effective leaders, have been able 
to mount successful pandemic responses and 
limit the damage to the lives and livelihood of 
citizens. It is countries with dysfunctional states, 
deeply divided societies, or poor leadership 
at the helm that have fared poorly in their 
pandemic responses.

Despite the notion of ineptness among 
democracies being a fallacy, it has still created 
a perception among many people that 
democratic forms of government are incapable 
of responding quickly to catastrophes. People 
have come to believe that when it comes 
to exigencies, a rapid autocratic response is 
preferable to democratic vacillations, with its 
penchant for upholding personal liberties and 
choices. 

Another factor behind the reluctance to 
espouse democracy in the region is the impact 
of religious influence on democratic leanings. 
The contention that religious influences are 
not responsible for the general failure of 
democracy to take root in the Arab world may 
sound compelling, but it is not persuasive. Many 
mainstream and radical proponents of religious 
doctrines have for years contended that their 
faith is incompatible with democracy and 
urged followers to shun this ‘Western’ practice. 
Repeated independent surveys have also 
shown low scores for freedom and democratic 
principles in this region. While change in this 
attitude among people may come over time, 
they will first need to reconcile their religious 
beliefs with their democratic aspirations

Not just in the Middle-East, around the world 
democracy seems to be in recession. The same 
survey by Pew Research on Tunisia quoted 
above, also revealed that globally people are 
more dissatisfied than satisfied with the way 
democracy is working. Even in established 
democracies dissatisfaction with democracy 
is rife. More than half of those surveyed in 
the UK (69%), the US (59%), France (58%) and 
Japan (53%) expressed dissatisfaction with 
how democracy is working in their country. 
Not surprisingly, the recent assertion by US 
President Joe Biden that this century would be 
defined by the battle between democracy and 
autocracy has few takers, and not just in the 
Arab world. 

Democracy in Kuwait, 60 years in the making

A new waste-recycling plant set up at Al-
Salmi near the border with Saudi Arabia 
is to recycle the millions of waste tyres 

generated each year in the country that pose a 
serious environmental and health hazard.

More than 42 million old vehicle tyres lying 
in the open desert in Kuwait, and forming the 
world’s largest tyre graveyard, had spread over 
time to encroach as close as 7km from the 
nearest residential suburb. The ‘tyre graveyard’ 
has now been shifted to a new site near the 
Salmi border by the government in a massive 
shifting operation, as the site was needed 
to build 25,000 homes that will form a new 
residential housing area.

At the new waste-recycling plant run by the 
private sector EPSCO Global General Trading 
and Recycling Company in Salmi, employees 
sort and shred scrap tyres, before machines 
compact them into rubber-based flooring tiles.

The EPSCO plant, which began operations 

in January 2021, can recycle up to three million 
tyres a year. 

“The factory is helping society by cleaning 
up the dumped old tyres and turning them 
into consumer products,” said EPSCO partner 

and CEO Alaa Hassan. The company also plans 
on exporting products to neighboring Gulf 
countries and Asia.

Scrap tyres are a major environmental 
problem worldwide due to their bulk and the 

chemicals they can release due to fires or by 
leaching into the ground. Reports show that 
Kuwait with a population of only around 4.7 
million, had over 2.4 million vehicles in 2019, 
up from 1.5 million in 2010.

Millions of waste tyres 
recycled as consumer products
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The state independence of the Republic of 
Tajikistan is the most important historical 
and national date of the country. The 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan H.E. 
Emomali Rahmon noted the importance of this 
historic date: “It was independence that gave us 
a historical opportunity to own our homeland, 
build our national statehood, revive our 
national traditions and values, realize the age-
old dreams of our people and ensure freedom 
for peoples.”

In the late 1980s, the so-called parade of 
sovereignties began in the USSR. The union 
republics and autonomies began to proclaim 
their independence from the central leadership 
of the state, and republican laws became a 
priority over union laws. On 24 August, 1990, 
the Supreme Soviet of the Tajik SSR adopted 
the Declaration ‘On the sovereignty of the Tajik 
SSR’ at the second session. It proclaimed that 
“the Tajik SSR independently solves all political, 
economic, social and cultural issues on its 
territory, except for those issues that Tajikistan 
voluntarily transfers to the competence of the 
USSR.” Article 5 stated that the Supreme Soviet 
of the republic had the right to “terminate the 
validity of USSR documents that contradict 
the legal rights of Tajikistan.” This declaration 
became the first official document on the way 
to the independence of Tajikistan.

On 9 September, 1991, at the session of the 
Shuroi Oli (Supreme Council) of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, a resolution was adopted ‘On 
the State Independence of the Republic of 
Tajikistan’ with the wording: ‘The Republic of 
Tajikistan is an independent, democratic, legal 
state’. This has become an important historical 
event for the people of Tajikistan.

Over the 30 years of independence, the 
Tajik people and the population of all Tajikistan 

have achieved great political, economic, social, 
cultural and spiritual achievements. Among 
the most important achievements during the 
period of independence are the establishment 
of national unity and reconciliation, ensuring 
peace and stability, saving the national state 
from the danger of destruction and the integrity 
of the primordial borders. Without unity and 
integrity it is impossible to build a free state, 
to realize the historical dreams of the nation, 
future goals and campaigns. Independence 
and nation-state building are inextricably 
linked and cannot exist without each other. It is 
independence that provides the basis and the 
possibility of building a nation-state.

At the beginning of the formation of its 
independence, the republic was engulfed in 
a civil war and in these difficult conditions 
a balanced policy was formed, which was 
aimed to ensure the inviolability of the state 
and the cohesion of the nation, a firm political 
position of the country in the international 
arena. Fortunately, at this predetermining 
stage, thanks to the efforts of the country’s 
leadership, Tajikistan has become a full-fledged 
member of the international community. As 
a result of lengthy negotiations, an end was 
put to the civil war — after five years of armed 
confrontation, the ‘General Agreement on the 
Establishment of Peace and National Accord 
in Tajikistan’ was signed — which is a unique 
national achievement during the period of 
independence. Today the experience of Tajiks 
in achieving peace is recognized by the world 
community.

In the subsequent period, the basic principles 
and political traditions of Tajikistan’s foreign 
policy continued to address the primary tasks 
for the development of the country, in particular 
with a view to consolidating peace and national 

harmony, and strengthening political, economic 
and social reforms. During this period, the 
country’s leadership announced an ‘open door’ 
policy and the need for a worthy presentation 
of the cultural heritage of Tajiks to the world. 
In this connection, a multi-vector, balanced and 
pragmatic foreign policy was launched, which 
included the expansion and strengthening 
of friendly ties, and fruitful cooperation with 
various countries of the world. Thanks to this 
policy, Tajikistan strengthened its position in 
the international arena, contributed to the 
solution of world problems, began interaction 
with many countries and, taking into account 
national interests, ensured a balance of its 
own and common interests in foreign policy. 
The open door policy is the basis of Tajikistan’s 
foreign policy.

Most of the political initiatives put forward 
by the leadership of Tajikistan were accepted 
and supported by the world community. These 
initiatives include: the development of regional 
cooperation, a number of initiatives for the 
rational use of water resources, cooperation in 
the field of energy, the fight against terrorism, 
extremism and drug trafficking. The initiatives 
of the leadership of Tajikistan, in particular in 
the water area, also received wide international 
support, including from the United Nations.

On 21 December, 2016, the UN General 
Assembly adopted a relevant resolution — first 
proposed by the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan in 2015 — declaring the years 2018 
- 2028 as the International Decade for Action 
‘Water for Sustainable Development’. The 
decade, which officially began on 22 March, 
2018 and will end on 22 March, 2028, started 
off with a high-level international conference 
held in Dushanbe, the capital of Tajikistan in 
July 2018. The conference on implementation 

of the International Decade for Action ‘Water 
for Sustainable Development, 2018-2028’ 
witnessed the participation of high-level 
representatives of the UN member states, 
international and regional organizations and 
other stakeholders. 

During this conference, a wide range 
of issues related to water resources were 
considered. The results of the conference gave 
new impetus to the process of implementing 
the ‘water decade’, and formed the basis for 
the development of specific recommendations 
with a view to strengthening measures to 
achieve goals and objectives in the field of 
water resources. At the end of the conference, 
the final document, the Dushanbe Declaration, 
was adopted.

The main trends of our time and the 
processes associated with them require 
responsible awareness and creative promotion 
of global interests. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Ambassador of Tajikistan H.E. Dr. 
Zabidullah Zabidov, affirmed the 

development of a high-level of political 
relations between Tajikistan and Kuwait, 
which he described as “distinguished and 
continuous”. 

He also highlighted his country’s 
aspiration to deepen partnership and 
expand bilateral cooperation between the 
two countries in all fields, and especially in 
economic and food security domains.

During a press conference held at the 
embassy on the occasion of the celebration 
of his country’s National Day, Zabidov 
indicated that about 18 agreements in 

various fields have been signed in recent 
years between his country and Kuwait, and 
that a number of other agreements are 
planned to be signed in the near future. 

Revealing an upcoming visit to Kuwait 
by the Tajik President and Foreign Minister 
that is slated to take place before the end of 
this year, the ambassador clarified that the 
visit will aim to deepen relations between 
the two sides, especially in the sectors of 
economy, investment and tourism.

On the resumption of talks with Jazeera 
Airways to open direct flights between 
Tajikistan and Kuwait, Ambassador Zabidov 
said, “We held talks with Jazeera Airways to 
open the direct line, and we have almost 
reached an agreement on this matter, 
with plans to begin direct flights between 
Tajikistan and Kuwait before the end of this 
year.” 

Regarding the latest developments on 
granting visas to those wishing to travel 
to his country, the envoy explained that 
there is nothing new in granting visas, 
except that his country planned to exempt 
Kuwaitis from obtaining a visa as soon as 
possible. He also added that there was no 
problem for residents wishing to travel to 
his country, as they can receive a visa in a 
very short time.

He reassured all those wishing to travel 
to his country of the stability of the health 
situation in Tajikistan and the very low rate 

of infections, explaining that there are no 
conditions for arrivals except for a negative 
PCR before arrival, and also that there is no 
quarantine for those vaccinated with two 
doses of approved vaccines.

Expressing his disappointment at the 
relatively low level of Kuwaiti investment in 
his country, the ambassador said he hoped 
to boost them, given the huge potential 
for investments in Tajikistan, especially in 
the tourism sector which is high priority in 
the country’s economic policies, and has 
the potential to attract a large number of 
tourists from around the world.

On another note, Ambassador Zabidov 
praised Kuwait’s role in facilitating 
the process of safe transit for Afghans, 
pointing out that his country calls on the 

international community to take urgent 
measures to ensure stability in Afghanistan, 
through negotiations as soon as possible. 
He went on to add that his country strongly 
condemns all forms of lawlessness, murder, 
robbery and injustice against the people of 
Afghanistan, especially Tajiks, Uzbeks and 
other minorities.

Pointing to Tajikistan’s commitment 
and support for restoring security and 
stability in Afghanistan, the ambassador 
said his country would not recognize 
any government that is formed through 
persecution and oppression, and which 
does not take into account the position of 
the entire Afghan people, and does not 
consider the interests and aspirations of all 
shades and ethnicities of Afghanistan.

Ambassador lauds strong relations
between Tajikistan and Kuwait

Tajikistan celebrates 
Independence Day

The President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan H.E. Emomali Rahmon
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Reconnaissance Research has 
prepared a brief report on the 
impact of the Corona epidemic on 

the economies of the Middle East region 
in general, and Kuwait in particular. This 
report was prepared by Dr. Matthew 
Oliver, a professor at the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, and Turner Stevens, an 
economics student and non-resident 
researcher at Reconnaissance Research.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had major 
economic impacts on the Middle East 
region and demonstrated the growing 
need to diversify the region’s oil-based 
economies. International Monetary Fund 
GDP data illustrates the severity of the 
situation within the region, as major oil-
exporting countries have experienced 
severe declines in GDP.

The intertwined effects of falling oil 
demand and falling prices with rising 
oil inventories have caused a disaster 
for countries that depend on selling oil 
to finance the majority of government 
expenditures. The Coronavirus pandemic 
led to a significant decrease in Brent 
crude prices, reaching the lowest level 
of $23 in April 2020 according to the IMF 
Primary Commodity Price System. After a 
brief price war between Saudi Arabia and 
Russia and subsequent negotiations in 
April 2020, OPEC+ agreed to production 
cuts of approximately 23 percent of total 
production levels.

While the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) has been 
relatively successful in minimizing some 
of the financial effects on the region by 
reducing production in recent negotiations, 
many Middle Eastern economies have had 
to expand spending to bridge the deficit 
and deplete reserves to maintain stability.

 
Impact of 

Coronavirus in Kuwait
Kuwait’s short-term economic outlook 

prior to the coronavirus pandemic had 
already been lackluster, with economic 
growth gradually declining since 2014. 
Economic growth in Kuwait reached 
only 0.4 percent in 2019, and the political 
conditions following the death of Emir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
in 2020 brought on more pressure to 
address steep government deficits. 

Interestingly, the negative economic 
impact of Kuwait was very similar to other 
(non-oil-exporting) countries, which 
experienced a decline in GDP. Compared 
to its Gulf neighbors, the forecast for GDP 
growth places Kuwait as the fifth worst 
drop for 2020.

 
Financial Deficit

The rapid drop in oil prices have put 

Kuwait and its Gulf partners in precarious 
fiscal positions. Last fall, Moody’s 
downgraded Kuwait’s bond rating to 
A1 from Aa2, and more recent changes 
have caused Standard & Poor’s (S&P) to 
cut Kuwait’s credit rating from AA- to A+, 
saying that the government “has yet to put 
in place a comprehensive funding strategy 
for these deficits.” The crisis continued until 
Kuwait’s government deficit reached nearly 
a third of GDP in March 2021. In addition, 
Standard & Poor’s expects Kuwait’s deficit 
to average 17% of GDP during 2021. For 
Kuwait to meet budget expectations, prices 
must rise Brent crude to at least $90 a barrel. 
Oil prices are expected to remain below 
$50 a barrel through 2022, and mounting 
liquidity problems have put stress on the 
funds many of these countries rely on to 
mitigate fiscal shocks.

 
The need for diversification

The Oxford Economics Middle East 
Report estimates that Kuwait’s 2021 GDP 
growth is 2.5 percent, driven by expansion 
in the non-oil sector. However, the Kuwaiti 
economy’s heavy dependence on the oil 
sector means that the economic recovery 
will falter until the OPEC + production cuts 
end later in 2022 and Brent crude prices rise 
to pre-pandemic levels.

The shock of falling oil prices and 
the closure of economic activities have 
weakened the diversification efforts 
that Kuwait and many other oil-based 
economies are trying to achieve. In addition, 
the slow deployment of vaccines in Kuwait 
compared to its neighbors continues to 
hinder the reopening of its economy.

Many of the problems with Kuwait and its 
GCC neighbors’ efforts to expand into non-
oil sector expansion stem from the reliance 
of private sector activity on government 
contracts and subsidies from the oil and gas 
sector. The private sector does not depend 
at all on exports, and the government has 
not succeeded in attracting foreign capital 
to bring it attractive revenues.

For economic diversification programs 
to succeed, oil-exporting countries such 
as Kuwait must focus on producing goods 
and services that do not depend on the 
sale of oil and petroleum derivatives. 
Unfortunately for Kuwait, this challenge 
was a nearly impossible task even before 
the pandemic, and it is now more difficult 
than it used to be, with hydrocarbon 
production accounting for 90 percent of 
total exports in Kuwait and Qatar, more than 
80 percent of total exports in Saudi Arabia 
and the Sultanate of Oman, and more than 
50 percent of total exports in the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain, according to 
the United Nations Merchandise Trade 
Statistics database.

 
OPEC+ negotiations

Prior to the pandemic, global oil demand 
had fallen from 100 million barrels per day 
in the fourth quarter of 2019 to 83 million 
barrels per day in the second quarter of 
2020. Combined with the failed OPEC+ 
negotiations in March 2020 between Russia 
and Saudi Arabia, the decline in travel and 
movement due to the epidemic, and a large 
glut in global oil supplies, the price of Brent 
crude dropped to less than $30 a barrel.

After global shutdowns in March and 
April 2020, West Texas Intermediate (the US 
crude oil benchmark) turned negative for 
the first time in history as suppliers reached 

maximum storage capacity in the absence 
of demand. After OPEC production cuts 
were later agreed to by about 10 million 
barrels per day, oil prices remained nearly 
30 percent below pre-pandemic levels.

With the global economy gradually 
reopening, oil prices returned faster than 
expected, with Brent crude reaching more 
than $70 as of June 2021. As the economic 
effects of the Corona epidemic recede over 
time, the countries of the Middle East will 
remain at risk, and their economic problems 
will not subside in the short-term without 
proper fiscal and monetary measures. The 
way they conduct their fiscal and monetary 
policy operations will be critical as the 
global economy reopens.

During the pandemic, countries in the 
Middle East underwent major changes in 
fiscal and monetary policy to adapt to the 
decline in economic output. Several GCC 
countries have provided liquidity support 
to maintain credit flows, and central banks 
in these countries have cut interest rates by 
an average of nearly 140 basis points.

Despite the positive reaction from global 
financial markets to these expansionary 
policies, financial risks such as the budget 
crisis in Kuwait present a real challenge. 
High debt and low reserves will constrain 

the policy options available to these 
countries in the event of future shocks. A 
key indicator of success will be their ability 
to diversify their economies.

 
Saudi Arabia Experience

Long-term investments such as Saudi 
Arabia’s Vision 2030 have resulted in bold 
plans that have gone from paper to reality 
for energy production, manufacturing, 
trade and alternative energy investments. 
Saudi Arabia’s plan has already 
demonstrated clear benefits for its citizens, 
including increased participation of women 
in the workforce, non-oil revenues, and the 
growth of small and medium businesses.

Saudi Arabia’s plan to be powered by 
50 percent renewable energy by 2030 is 
commendable, but the economic effects 
of the pandemic have hampered further 
development despite signs of a serious 
desire to achieve further successes.

 
------------------------

This report was prepared by Dr. Matthew 
Oliver, a professor at the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, and Turner Stevens, an 
economics student and non-resident 
researcher at Reconnaissance Research.

Dr. Matthew Oliver
Professor at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology

Turner Stevens
A non-resident 
researcher at 
Reconnaissance 
Research.

COVID-19 pandemic had major 
economic impacts on the Middle East
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Al-Anjeri raises questions about the 
future of Kuwait

Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri, Founder and CEO of 
Reconnaissance Research, said that during 
the discussion of the axes of this brief 
study with the specialized research team, 
several questions about the future of Kuwait 
surfaced, which he thought to share with the 
readers, namely:

1. How will structural and economic 
stability be ensured?

2. What is the probability that Kuwait will 
lose the wealth of future generations?

3. Is Kuwait immune to the possibility of a 
major political conflict resulting from financial 
mismanagement?

4. How will Kuwait act if the Kuwaiti bonds 
rating continues to decline, and what is the 
impact of this on its ability to borrow and 
finance its debts?

5. If renewable energy is the future, what 
is the way forward for a country like Kuwait?

“I do not think that there are those who 
disagree that the above questions are logical 
and need clear and honest answers” he 
said., he continued: “The research team was 
shocked when they were unable to obtain 
official Kuwaiti governmental public sources 
that addressed those matters in either an 
interview, an article or a general meeting for 
these important questions!”

“In light of the available facts and figures 
within local and international special 
analyzes on the reality of Kuwait’s economic 
future, I do not hide my deep concern about 
the continued absence of transparency 
among government leaders, their lack of 
clarity of vision, and the apparent lack of 
coordination between them due to the 
many conflicting statements published in 
the press releases to the public. Their vocal 
presence to the people is overcome by 
emotional reassurances and recycling plans 
and promises without implementation and 
follow-up. As if the goal is only to seek to buy 
more time.”

Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri 
Founder & CEO of Reconnaissance Research
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As of the end of August 2021, a total of 
636,525 domestic workers, and 420 

domestic worker recruitment offices were 
registered with the Ministry of Interior.

The Statistics Department of the Domestic 
Worker Recruitment section at the Public 
Authority for Manpower (PAM) revealed the 
above latest figures, along with the number 
of complaints received and other statistical 
details.

The number of complaints received in 
August, included 63 by employers against 
workers, 22 complaints from an employer 
against recruitment offices and 94 complaints 
by workers against sponsors. The Authority was 
also able to amicably resolve 139 complaints 

between sponsors, workers and recruitment 
companies.

In addition, figures from the statistical 
department also show that a total of KD11,040 
was collected in favor of employers and 
KD3,111 in favor of workers.

PAM keen to resolve complaints 
between domestic workers and sponsors

American multinational technology 
company, Apple, is reported to be 

exploring the possibility of bringing its Apple 
Pay online payment application to Kuwait, 
without incurring any local taxes.

Apple is the world’s largest technology 
company by revenue, which totaled over 
US$275 billion in 2020, and, as of January 2021, 
it is the world’s most valuable company worth 
a reported $2 trillion. 

The company is seeking to provide its 
services in Kuwait without having to pay any 
taxes for operating within the country, by 
contracting with local banks to deliver its 
financial payment app. It is said to have held 
several rounds of talks with the ministry of 
finance in a bid to resolve the issue.

For its part, the ministry is understood 
to have suggested that the company enter 
Kuwait through a channel provided by the  
Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority 
(KDIPA), which could ensure its inclusion in the 
list of tax-exempt foreign companies, in order 
to avail the benefit of enjoying double taxation 
agreements, as well as exempt Apple from 
paying taxes for up to 10 years.

On the other hand, the company is said to 
have requested the ministry of Finance for 
tax exemption on the 5 percent deduction 
from the total returns of Apple Pay in Kuwait. 
Apple argued that its application is a financial 
payment service that it provides to local Kuwait 
banks, and should not be classified as an 

investment, which would then incur taxes. The 
company pointed out that it was providing a 
service through its virtual application, and not 
through its physical presence in Kuwait, which 
should exempt it from having to pay any taxes 
locally.

The Apple Pay service was invented as a 
payment technology for iOS operating systems 
present in the iPhone and Apple Watch. Apple 
Pay enables customers to use their phone or 
watch to make direct payments to vendors, 
while also collecting payment card details on 
the customers purchases of different products.

Apple has often come under criticism for 
its tax practices. It is accused of operating 
subsidiaries in low-tax countries, in order 
to avoid or reduce the taxes it pays for its 
operations elsewhere. Apple subsidiaries 
operating in Ireland, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, and in the British Overseas 
Territory of the British Virgin Islands, are 
also known to have helped Apple reduce its 
taxes  by routing its profits through these 
subsidiaries. 

Apple seeks ways to operate 
in Kuwait without paying taxes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

The principled and consistent development 
and implementation of a well-grounded and 
verified international strategy, taking into 
account the highest priorities and interests of 
the republic, as well as their coordination and 
combination with global interests and needs, 
served to establish Tajikistan as an independent, 
active, proactive and authoritative member of 
the world community.

It is thanks to the successful and effective 
policy of President Rahmon that the world 
community looks at Tajikistan kindly and with 
confidence, firm will and courage, consistent 
aspirations of the Head of State on the path 
of security and prosperity of the country, 
reverence for the rich history of the ancient Tajik 
people, their creative and good undertakings 
and initiatives. And therefore, in a short period 
of time, Tajikistan has turned from a turbulent 
region into a center for holding regional and 
international events.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the 
unified economic system of this country also 
collapsed, simultaneously creating many 
economic and social problems in the young 
and independent Tajikistan. These difficulties 
covered all spheres of the country’s economy, 
in particular, energy, industry, transport, 
agriculture and other sectors. After the 
establishment of peace and stability in the 
country, the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan had to face the problem of ensuring 

sustainable economic development of the 
country.

Therefore, for the further development of 
the country, the Government of the Republic 
of Tajikistan identified several strategic goals 
for the sustainable development of the 
country’s economy, including ensuring energy 
independence, bringing the country out of 
the communication deadlock, ensuring food 
security and accelerating industrialization of 
the country. The head of state has repeatedly 
emphasized the impossibility of continuous 
development of the country’s economy without 
energy independence and full provision of all 
industries with electricity.

The priority is given to the production of 
hydropower, as Tajikistan has great potential 
in this direction. Rogun HPP is a hydroelectric 
power plant under construction on the Vakhsh 
River, part of the Vakhsh cascade and with an 
installed capacity of 3,600 MW, it is the largest 
HPP in Central Asia. 

The average annual electricity generation 
at the Rogun HPP will be more than 17.0 billion 
kWh per year. In 2007, the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan applied to the World 
Bank for an international expertise of the 
project, taking into account modern safety 
requirements and standards. The process of 
negotiations and preparation of documents for 
this process took over three years.

The first hydroelectric unit of the Rogun 
HPP was put into operation on 16 November, 
2018 with the participation of the President 

Rahmon and representatives of international 
financial institutions, the diplomatic corps, 
builders and representatives of all regions of 
the country. On the 28th anniversary of state 
independence, the second unit of the Rogun 
HPP was launched on 9 September, 2019, with 
President Rahmon launching the second unit 
by pressing a symbolic button.

Breaking the communication deadlock is 
a national task and an important factor in the 
development of the country along with all the 
strategic goals. 

This goal covers the reconstruction and 
construction of roads and railways, bridges, 
tunnels, airports and other transport 
infrastructures in accordance with international 
standards, the implementation of which 
should gradually bring the republic out of the 
communication deadlock and turn it into a 
transit region. Some structures of Tajikistan 
are of a regional and international nature and 
provide the republic’s access to seaports and 
main transit roads of other countries.

Food security is another priority strategic 
goal of the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan. In this direction, in order to achieve 
goals that contribute to improving the 
living standards of the country’s population, 
significant measures are being taken. The 
development of agricultural production is 
an important factor on the path to ensuring 
food security in the country. Also, to achieve 
accelerated industrialization of the country, the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan has 

taken under strong control the implementation 
of the adopted sectoral programs and 
investment projects. The Government also 
intensified its activities to attract direct 
investment, create new manufacturing 
enterprises, commission dormant enterprises 
and create jobs. 

Over the years of independence, significant 
results have been achieved, including in the 
development of socio-economic spheres, 
raising the standard of living of the population 
and creating favorable conditions for the 
sustainable development of all spheres of 
public life. 

A new social system has been formed that 
meets the spirit of democracy and civil society, 
a market economy is developing, the results are 
positively reflected in the way of life of members 
of society. Along with this, the situation in the 
modern world obliges the people of Tajikistan 
to move towards further renewal of all spheres 
of life, and most importantly for the full-
fledged education of new generations, which is 
called upon to preserve and enrich the age-old 
traditions and values   of their people.

Summing up the results of the development 
of the republic over 30 years of independence, 
it can be stated that during this short historical 
period it was possible t o strengthen the 
foundations of the new y oung independent 
state, to determine the main directions of the 
domestic and foreign policy of the state based 
on the national interests of the country and the 
peoples inhabiting it.

Tajikistan celebrates Independence Day

Philippine Embassy announces closure of 
passport services at Al-Sahel Sports Club

Philippine Embassy in Kuwait 
announced the closure of Passport 
services at Al-Sahel Sports Club In 

Abu Halifa on their Social media page.
Starting from12 September, all 

passport services will be made available 
at the Embassy’s new office in Salwa Area. 
Passport applications will remain on an 
appointment basis (Walk-in Passport 
application is not allowed).

Passports will be dispensed from 
Sundays to Thursdays, 12:00 noon to 3:00 
p.m. only.

Due to the limited space at the 
Embassy’s new office in Salwa Area, 
the Embassy also announces that it will 
reschedule all passport appointments 
that were previously scheduled for 12-
16 September 2021. A list of passport 
applicants with their new appointment 
dates and times will be posted on the 
Embassy’s Facebook page.

The Embassy requests all passport 
applicants with rescheduled 
appointments to follow the new dates and 
times of their appointments. The Embassy 
will not accept applicants who will show 
up outside the date and time of their new 
appointment, as well as applicants with 
incomplete requirements. Applicants who 
do not appear on the date and time of 
their rescheduled appointment will have 
to secure a new appointment.

The Embassy’s new address is at Villa 

15, Masjid Al-Aqsa Street, Block 1 in Salwa 
Area, near Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al-Saud 
Road (Road 30). The nearest bus stop, which is 
served by Bus No. 102, is only 360 meters away 
from the Embassy’s new office.

The Philippine Embassy appeals to the 

public to wear face masks at all times, and 
practice two-meter physical distancing from 
other people. They are further requested to 
bring umbrellas, fans, and bottled water or 
other refreshments while at the Embassy’s new 
office.
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The terrorist attacks of 11 September, 
2001, were a horrific shock. Images 
of trapped victims leaping from the 

Twin Towers are indelible, and the intrusive 
security measures introduced in the wake 
of the attacks have long since become a 
fact of life.

But skeptics doubt that it marked a 
turning point in history. They note that the 
immediate physical damage was far from 
fatal to American power. It is estimated that 
the United States’ GDP growth dropped 
by three percentage points in 2001, and 
insurance claims for damages eventually 
totaled over $40 billion — a small fraction 
of what was then a $10 trillion economy. 
And the nearly 3,000 people killed in New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Washington, DC, 
when the al-Qaeda hijackers turned four 
aircraft into cruise missiles was a small 
fraction of US travel fatalities that year.

While accepting these facts, my guess 
is that future historians will regard 9/11 as 
a date as important as the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor on 7 December, 1941. The 
surprise attack on the US naval base in 
Hawaii killed some 2,400 American military 
personnel and destroyed or damaged 19 
naval craft, including eight battleships. In 
both cases, however, the main effect was 
on public psychology.

For years, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt had tried to alert Americans to 
the Axis threat but had failed to overcome 
isolationism. All that changed with Pearl 
Harbor. In the 2000 presidential election, 
George W. Bush advocated a humble 
foreign policy and warned against the 
temptations of nation-building. After the 
shock of 9/11, he declared a ‘global war on 
terror’ and invaded both Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Given the proclivities of top members 
of his administration, some say a clash with 
Iraq’s then-dictator, Saddam Hussein, was 
predictable in any case, but not its manner 
or cost.

What 9/11 illustrates is that terrorism is 
about psychology, not damage. Terrorism 
is like theatre. With their powerful military, 
Americans believe that ‘shock and awe’ 
comes from massive bombardment. For 
terrorists, shock and awe comes from the 
drama more than the number of deaths 
caused by their attacks. Poisons might 
kill more people, but explosions get the 
visuals. The constant replay of the falling 

Twin Towers on the world’s television sets 
was Osama bin Laden’s coup.

Terrorism can also be compared to 
jujitsu, in which a weak adversary turns the 
power of a larger player against itself. While 
the 9/11 attacks killed several thousand 
Americans, the ‘endless wars’ that the 
US subsequently launched killed many 
more. Indeed, the damage done by al-
Qaeda pales in comparison to the damage 
America did to itself.

By some estimates, nearly 15,000 US 
military personnel and contractors were 
killed in the wars that followed 9/11, and the 
economic cost exceeded $6 trillion. Add to 

this the number of foreign civilians killed 
and refugees created, and the costs grow 
even more enormous. The opportunity 
costs were also large. When President 
Barack Obama tried to pivot to Asia – the 
fastest-growing part of the world economy 

– the legacy of the global war on terror kept 
the US mired in the Middle East.

Despite these costs, some say that the 
US achieved its goal: There has not been 
another major terrorist attack on the US 
homeland on the scale of 9/11. Bin Laden 

and many of his top lieutenants were 
killed, and Saddam Hussein was removed 
(though his connection to 9/11 was always 
dubious). Alternatively, a case can be made 
that bin Laden succeeded, particularly if 
we consider that his beliefs included the 
value of religious martyrdom. 

The jihadist movement is fragmented, 
but it has spread to more countries, and 
the Taliban have returned to power in 
Afghanistan — ironically, just before 
the 9/11 anniversary that President Joe 
Biden originally set as the target date for 
withdrawing US troops.

It is too early to assess the long-

term effects of the US withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. The short-term effects of the 
chaotic exit are costly, but in the long term, 
Biden may come to be seen as correct to 
forswear the effort at nation-building 
in a country divided by mountains and 
tribes and united mainly by opposition to 
foreigners.

Leaving Afghanistan will allow Biden to 
focus on his grand strategy of balancing 
the rise of China. For all the damage done 
to US soft power by the chaotic manner 

of the exit from Afghanistan, Asia has its 
own long-standing balance of power in 
which countries like Japan, India, and 
Vietnam do not wish to be dominated by 
China and welcome an American presence. 
When one considers that within 20 years of 
America’s traumatic exit from Vietnam, the 
US was welcome in that country as well as 
the region, Biden’s overall strategy makes 
sense.

At the same time, 20 years after 9/11, the 
problem of terrorism remains, and terrorists 
may feel emboldened to try again. If so, the 
task for US leaders is to develop an effective 
counter-terrorism strategy. Its core must be 
to avoid falling into terrorists’ trap by doing 
great damage to ourselves. Leaders must 
plan to manage the psychological shocks 
at home and abroad.

Imagine what the world would be 
like if Bush had avoided the tempting 
rallying cry of a global war on terror and 
responded to 9/11 by carefully selected 
military strikes combined with good 
intelligence and diplomacy. Or, if he had 
gone into Afghanistan, imagine that he 
had withdrawn after six months, even if 
that had involved negotiating with the 
despised Taliban.

Looking forward, when the next 
terrorist attacks come, will presidents be 
able to channel public demand for revenge 
by precise targeting, explaining the trap 
that terrorists set, and focusing on creating 
resilience in US responses? That is the 
question Americans should be asking, and 
that their leaders should be addressing.

What Difference Did 9/11 Make?
JOSEPH S. NYE
Dean Emeritus of Harvard 
University’s John F. Kennedy School 
of Government and author of Do 
Morals Matter? Presidents and 
Foreign Policy from FDR to Trump 
(Oxford University Press, 2020).

While the 9/11 attacks killed several thousand 
Americans, the ‘endless wars’ that the US 
subsequently launched killed many more. 

Indeed, the damage done by al-Qaeda pales in 
comparison to the damage America did to itself.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT
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During the Irish famine in the 1840s, 
as more than one million Irish 
citizens died, vast quantities of 

food were exported from Ireland to Britain. 
For the Whig government in London, 
the defense of commercial interests, the 
dictates of laissez-faire economics, and 
political indifference to Irish suffering 
trumped any obligation to prevent mass 
starvation by intervening in markets.

The international response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic bears a discomfiting 
resemblance to the British response to the 
Irish famine. Although science and industry 
have given us the means to immunize the 
world, nine months after the first arm 
was jabbed with a COVID-19 vaccine, rich 
countries are using their market power 
to direct doses away from poor countries, 
placing millions of lives at risk.

Consider some recent actions by the 
European Union. Under a contract with 
Johnson & Johnson (J&J), the bloc has 
imported millions of vaccine doses from 
a company in South Africa — a country 
where a mere 11 percent of the population 
is vaccinated and the Delta variant is 
fueling a surge in cases. Yet efforts to divert 
vaccine exports from Europe to South 
Africa and its neighbors were met with a 
display of vaccine gunboat diplomacy, with 
the EU threatening to take action under 
a clause in the J&J contract prohibiting 
export restrictions.

The message to the world was clear. 
While EU commissioners and political 
leaders may arrive at UN meetings 
waxing lyrical about the importance of 
international cooperation and global 
vaccine equity, the iron fist of vaccine 
nationalism is driving real-world policy. 
When it comes to weighing African lives 
against marginal gains in the health of 
already-protected EU citizens, Africans 
come in a distant second.

Former UK Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown recently highlighted the South 
Africa example as a “shocking symbol” of 
global vaccine injustice. He was right, but 
the injustice is global. In a world that has 
delivered more than five billion doses, over 
70 percent of people in rich countries have 
now received at least one jab, compared to 
only 1.8 percent in the poorest countries.

This is an equity gap that kills. We 
know that vaccinations provide effective 
protection against COVID-19 deaths 
and hospitalization. As US President Joe 
Biden has reminded Americans, this is a 

“pandemic of the unvaccinated.” The same 
is true globally. Nevertheless, the United 
States and other rich countries are now 
preparing to deliver vaccine booster shots 

to already-protected populations facing 
marginal health risks, effectively diverting 
supplies from countries where access to 
vaccines is, quite literally, a matter of life 
and death.

The current distribution of vaccines is 
not just ethically indefensible. It is also 
epidemiologically short-sighted and 
economically ruinous. Leaving large swaths 
of the world unvaccinated increases the 
risk that vaccine-resistant viral mutations 
will emerge, effectively prolonging the 
pandemic and endangering people 
everywhere. Meanwhile, expanding 
vaccinations would boost economic 
recovery — adding $9 trillion to global 

output by 2025, according to an estimate 
by the International Monetary Fund — and 
help prevent major reversals in poverty, 
health, and education.

Basic arithmetic shows that we can 
vaccinate the world. Estimates by the data 
analytics firm Airfinity suggest that around 
12 billion vaccine doses will be produced 
in 2021, with output doubling in 2022. 
That is more than enough to achieve the 
international target of 40 percent coverage 
by the end of this year and 60-70 percent 
by mid-2022.

Unfortunately, it is not enough to 
achieve the targets while satisfying 
rich countries’ desire to hoard surplus 
stocks. With their current contracts, rich 
countries could achieve full vaccination 
coverage rates for over 80 percent of 

their populations, including boosters for 
vulnerable people, and have a surplus of 
3.5 billion doses, according to the Airfinity 
data — enough to cover the deficit in poor 
countries and still leave rich countries with 
a healthy contingency reserve.

Instead, rich countries are actively 
undermining international cooperation 
efforts. Aid donors have invested $10 
billion in the COVID-19 Vaccine Global 
Access (COVAX) facility, the international 
program designed to provide vaccines 
to the world’s poorest countries. That 
financing has secured contracts for around 
two billion doses. Additionally, the World 
Bank has provided $4 billion for COVAX 

and an African Union vaccine-purchase 
initiative. But COVAX and poor countries are 
constantly pushed to the back of the line 
for supplies from vaccine manufacturers 
for whom rich countries come first, not 
least because of their governments’ threats 
to take legal action and impose penalties.

The pandemic has demonstrated 
that the world needs a more efficient 
and equitable distribution of vaccine-
production capabilities. Developing 
these capabilities will require knowledge-
sharing, technology transfer, intellectual-
property waivers, and long-term 
investment. But without immediate and 
decisive action to replace the trickle-down 
approach to vaccine provision with market 
redistribution, John Maynard Keynes’s 
dictum that ‘in the long run we are all dead’ 

will have a tragic resonance.
There are three priorities. First, vaccine 

delivery must be aligned with the target of 
40 percent coverage in all countries by the 
end of this year. Rich countries must agree to 
adjust their own schedules so that vaccine 
manufacturers can make deliveries for 
COVAX and developing countries. Building 
surplus stocks in rich countries while 
allowing people to die for want of vaccines 
in poor countries is indefensible. Aid donors 
should also provide the additional $3.8 
billion in grant financing needed to trigger 
COVAX options on an additional 760 million 
doses by the end of 2021.

Second, to meet the international 
targets, we need to move beyond 
intermittent vaccine donations to large-
scale, coordinated dose-sharing. The EU, 
the United Kingdom, and the US should 
immediately share an additional 250 
million doses – less than one-quarter of 
their collective surplus — through COVAX 
by the end of September, with a clear 
schedule for providing an additional one 
billion doses by early 2022.

Third, beyond vaccine equity, there is an 
urgent need to strengthen health systems, 
not just through the provision of medical 
oxygen, which is in critically short supply, 
therapeutics, and diagnostic equipment, 
but also by investing in the health workers 
and infrastructure needed to get vaccines 
into arms. The current gap between funds 
pledged and funds allocated for this 
purpose is around $16.6 billion.

Our ability to save lives, restore hope, 
and rebuild economies shattered by the 
pandemic is constrained not by a shortage 
of vaccines or financing, but also by a deficit 
of justice and international cooperation. 
The governments of rich countries often 
recite the mantra that ‘no one is safe until 
everyone is safe’. Their leaders must now 
act like they believe it.

KEVIN WATKINS
A former CEO of Save the Children 
UK, is a visiting professor at the 
Firoz Lalji Institute for Africa at the 
London School of Economics.
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African countries often struggle to secure access to 
pharmaceutical products. In 2015, over 1.6 million 
Africans died from malaria, tuberculosis, or HIV/

AIDS, all preventable or treatable diseases, because 
of chronic drug shortages.

Ending ‘Trickle-Down’ 
Vaccine Economics

Publisher & Editor-In-Chief
Tareq Yousuf Al-Shumaimry

Managing Editor
Reaven D’Souza

P O Box 5141, Safat 13052, Kuwait
Tel : 24814404, 24810109
Fax : 24834815
Email : infotimeskuwait@gmail.com
Printed in: Al Khat Printing Press Co.

tareq@timeskuwait.com reaven1@gmail.com
KUWAIT’S PREMIER WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE

www.timeskuwait.com        @timeskuwait        @thetimesq8       @thetimeskuwait

ISSUES



14
12 - 18 September, 2021             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comFOCUS

On 20 February, 1947, Clement Attlee, 
the socialist British prime minister, 
informed parliament that India 

would become independent no later than 
June 1948. Attlee could not wait for the 
British to withdraw from a country whose 
leaders, Muslim and Hindu, had long been 
clamoring for independence. But India 
was seething with violent unrest. Muslim 
leaders were afraid of Hindu dominance. 
Worried that a civil war might land the 
British in an uncontrollable situation, Attlee 
decided to end the British Raj even earlier.

Indian independence began on 
14 August, 1947. Pakistan broke away. 
Horrendous violence between Hindus and 
Muslims claimed a half-million lives. Many 
more lost their homes. The wounds of 
partition are yet to heal.

Attlee was widely blamed for getting out 
too soon and leaving the former colony in 
chaos. If only a better police force had been 
organized. If only the army could have kept 
order. If only the British could have left once 
the country was stable.

US President Joe Biden now finds himself 
in the same situation. American troops have 
left Afghanistan in a bloody mess. Critics of 
Biden’s decision to withdraw claim that the 
United States should have stayed longer. In 
the opinion of Robert Kagan, a well-known 
American promotor of robust military 
policies, the US should have promised 
to stay at least 20 years, instead of being 
non-committal. After all, the US military 
presence was minimal and could easily be 
afforded. But in that case, why just 20 years? 
Why not 40? Why not forever?

The question is whether Attlee, or Biden, 
could ever have left India or Afghanistan 
in a stable condition. At least Attlee knew 
that India, and even Pakistan, would be 
governed by responsible, mostly moderate 
men. Jawaharlal Nehru and Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah were nothing like the Taliban. Both 
were widely regarded as legitimate leaders 

— and still there was a civil war. Biden did not 
even have the luxury of leaving Afghanistan 
in capable hands.

It is easy to blame Attlee and Biden for 
the violence that followed their decisions. 
Perhaps they made mistakes. In hindsight, it 
may be possible to see how they could have 
mitigated some of the damage. But both 
leaders were caught in the same colonial trap 
that ensnared so many other imperial powers. 
Once you make local elites dependent on the 
power and money of a foreign occupier, it 
becomes almost impossible to leave without 
causing mayhem. And the longer the foreign 
power stays, the worse the mayhem often 
becomes.

Harold Macmillan, the Conservative 
prime minister who, sensing “the wind 
of change” blowing through colonial 
Africa in 1960, managed the withdrawal 
of British rule, was once asked by the very 
conservative American journalist William F. 
Buckley Jr. whether Africans were ready to 
rule themselves. Macmillan did not think 
so. But he added that this was all the more 
reason why they should be free to try. These 
were their countries. They had to learn how 
to govern by governing. For the British to 
hang on and throw the best and brightest 

anti-colonial activists in prison would only 
make that harder.

Empires are rarely established by design. 
Most European empires started as trading 
posts. Local rulers were cultivated, bribed, 
and set against one another. For a long 
time, great chunks of India were ruled 
by a British trading company. Colonial 
governments then took over to protect 
the commercial interests of the home 
countries. Imperial rule was often justified 
by Christian missionary zeal, or, very late 
in the game, around the very end of the 

nineteenth century, by high-minded ideals 
of educating native elites to mimic the West.

The US has been more half-hearted about 
its colonial enterprises. After all, Americans 
are supposed to be against imperialism. Their 
stated justification for fighting communism 
in Vietnam, or dictatorships in Iraq or 
Afghanistan, has been to enlighten the 
benighted populations through free-market 
capitalism and democratic government, 
often with disastrous consequences.

Whatever the justification for foreign 
intervention, the results are the same. Local 

elites, such as the Afghans who governed 
Kabul and other cities, might do well. But 
dependency — not just on another state, 
but on NGOs and other well-meaning 
institutions that do what governments 
should be doing — fuels corruption. Money 
flows too easily into ever deeper pockets. 
And the very presence of foreign military 
forces and political tutors, who may have 
little understanding of how things work 
in the countries they occupy, makes it 
ever harder for the local people to rule 
themselves.

The colonial elites, bloated with 
free money, have no legitimacy in the 
eyes of their compatriots. Rebels and 
revolutionaries may have more, but only 
know how to rule by force. The imperial 
power is trapped. Leaving is almost always 
bad. Staying is worse.

Attlee and Biden understood this. That 
is why they wanted to get out. Biden is 
accused of naivety and seen as a hapless 
old man who had no idea what he was 
unleashing. This is unlikely. I think he 
decided it was time to leave without delay 
precisely because he knew it would be a big 
mess; better to get it over with than become 
further ensnared by the colonial trap.

This might seem callous. But Biden 
cannot be blamed for the rise of the Taliban, 
or the fragile state of a country that has 
seen far too many wars and invasions. The 
US should not have been there in the first 
place, but that is a lesson that great powers 
never seem to learn.

IAN BURUMA
The author, most recently, of The 
Churchill Complex: The Curse of 
Being Special, From Winston and 
FDR to Trump and Brexit.
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may have more, but only know how to rule by force. 
The imperial power is trapped. Leaving is almost 

always bad. Staying is worse.
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Doctors, dieticians, nutritionists and others including your mom 
have been dinning into you the importance of drinking at least 
eight glasses of water a day and keeping the body  hydrated 

at all times. A new study by researchers at the National Institutes of 
Health in the US, has now suggested that regularly taking in eight 
glasses of fluids and staying hydrated throughout the day, can slow 
down or even prevent changes within the heart that lead to heart 
failure later in life.  

With so much support for imbibing fluids coming from so many 
varied sources, one would have thought there was sufficient scientific 
backing for the eight glasses of water per day prescription; turns out 
there is none. According to experts at the Mayo Clinic in the US, the 
question of how many glasses of water a person should drink per day 
may sound simple, but there is no easy answer. 

Studies over the years have produced varying recommendations on 
how much water a person should ideally drink each day. However, the 
fact is, your water consumption depends on several factors, including 
your health, how active you are and where you live. No single formula 
fits everyone. But knowing more about your body’s need for fluids will 
help you estimate how much water to drink each day.

Water is the principal chemical constituent and accounts for 50 
to70 percent of  a person’s body weight. Water is essential to ensure 
the efficient functioning of most bodily functions, including getting 
rid of wastes through urination, perspiration and defecation; keeping 
your body temperature within normal limits; and lubricating and 
cushioning joints, as well as protecting sensitive tissues. The water lost 
from the body each day through breathing, perspiration, urination, 
and bowel movements needs to be replenished by taking in fluids and 
foods containing water. 

For the answer to how much fluid a person needs to intake daily, 
the best answer would be, it varies. To bring a bit more clarity to the 

answer, the US National 
Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and 
Medicine has estimated 
that an average adult 
living in a temperate 
climate would need to 
intake about 3.7 liters or 
roughly 15.5 cups of fluid 
a day for men, and 2.7 
liters (about 11.5 cups) 
for women. This includes 
fluids through all sources, 
including water, other 
beverages, and foods. 

Nearly 20 percent of daily fluid intake is provided by the foods we eat.
However, health authorities are quick to point out that this 

recommended dosage of fluids would need to be modified depending 
on various factors, such as exercises that make you sweat a lot, or a hot 
and humid environment that again leads to excess sweating. Other 
health conditions such as fever, diarrhea or vomiting also lead to fluid 
losses that need to be replenished through oral rehydration solutions. 
In addition, other medical conditions such as bladder infections and 
urinary stones also necessitate increased fluid intake, and a pregnant 
or breast-feeding woman may also need to take in additional fluids to 
stay hydrated.

Having a more valid number for daily fluid intake, we can now 
return to the latest finding by the US National Institutes of Health, 
which showed that daily fluid intake could make a difference to heart 
health years later, but first, we need to know more about what serum 
sodium level in the body means.

Serum sodium level is a measurement of how much sodium is 
in your body — the more hydrated you are, the lower your serum 
sodium will be. Doctors use this along with other lab markers that look 
at kidney function to assess someone’s hydration status. When people 
drink less fluid and the concentration of serum sodium goes up, the 
body attempts to conserve water, which then activates processes 
known to contribute to the development of heart failure.

Heart failure is when the heart is not pumping as well as it should 
be. When a person has heart failure, the cells in the body do not get 
enough blood, which can cause fatigue and shortness of breath. To 
determine if hydration (measured by the level of serum sodium in the 
body) could be a predictor of heart failure in later years, researchers 
looked at 15,972 people between the ages of 44 and 66 years old. 
Participants were evaluated over five visits until age 70 to 90.

Subjects were placed into one of four groups according to their 
average serum sodium concentration level. For each sodium group, the 
researchers then analyzed the proportion of people who developed 
heart failure and left ventricular hypertrophy 25 years later. The left 
ventricle is the heart’s main pumping chamber, and when the walls of 
the chamber get thicker (called hypertrophy) it can be a precursor to 
a heart failure diagnosis.

After controlling for factors that can contribute to heart failure, 
such as age, blood pressure, body mass index (BMI), and smoking 
status, higher serum sodium level concentration in midlife was 
found to be associated with both heart failure and left ventricular 
hypertrophy. Every 1 mmol/L increase in serum sodium concentration 
was associated with a 20 percent increased risk of developing left 
ventricular hypertrophy and an 11 percent increased risk of heart 
failure, 25 years later.

Drinking water beneficial to heart health
Nanoparticle 
disinfectants 
to fight viruses
The sale of hand sanitizers, room aerosols and surface 

disinfectants have soared since the start of the 
COVID-19 crisis, with demand for these products often 
leading to temporary shortages, at least in the early 
stages of the pandemic. 

One shortcoming of these 
sanitation products is the relatively 
short time they remain effective 
after an application, leading to the 
need for repetitive hand-washing, 
room disinfecting routines.

Now researchers at the University 
of Central Florida in the United 
States claim to have developed a 
nano-particle based disinfectant 
that can retain its protective powers 
and kill viruses and other pathogens 
on surfaces for up to seven days. The new development 
could become a powerful weapon in the fight against the 
COVID-19 and other emerging pathogenic viruses.

The research team, which included a motley crowd 
of virologists, materials engineers and nanoparticle 
experts, tackled the problem from different aspects and 
ultimately came up with the nanoparticle-engineered 
disinfectant that could retain its potency far longer 
than those currently available in the market. The 
active ingredient in the disinfectant is an engineered 

nanostructure called cerium oxide, which is known for 
its regenerative antioxidant properties. The cerium oxide 
nanoparticles are modified with small amounts of silver 
to make them more potent against pathogens.

The disinfectant works both chemically and 
mechanically, with the nanoparticles emitting electrons 
that oxidize the virus and render it inactive. Mechanically, 
they also adhere to the surface of the virus and rupture 
it. Most disinfecting wipes or sprays will disinfect a 
surface within three to six minutes of application but 
have no residual effects. This means surfaces need to 
be wiped down repeatedly to stay effective against 
COVID-19 and other viruses. The main advantage of the 

new nanoparticle disinfectant is 
that it retains its ability to inactivate 
pathogens for up to seven days after 
a single application.

The disinfectant is also versatile 
in that it has so far been found to 
be effective against seven different 
viruses. Besides neutralizing 
coronaviruses and rhinoviruses, 
the disinfectant also proved potent 
against a wide range of other 
viruses with different structures and 
complexities. The researchers hope 

that with its amazing killing capacity, the disinfectant 
will also be a highly effective tool against other new 
emerging viruses. They also remained confident that 
the disinfectant will have a major impact in hospitals 
and other healthcare settings, especially in reducing 
the risk and rate of hospital-acquired infections, such 
as from Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus Aureus 
(MRSA), Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Clostridium 
difficile, which cause infections that affect many patients 
admitted to hospitals for other illnesses.
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Swaths of Europe are flooded, and the 
American west is engulfed in heat, 
fire, and drought. Wealthy countries 

are experiencing what many developing 
countries have always known: a changing 
climate can become quickly unmanageable 
when our control of water fails.

Following this summer’s disasters, 
political leaders from German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel to Oregon Governor Kate 
Brown have duly called for accelerating the 
global fight against climate change. But 
while reducing greenhouse-gas emissions 
is urgently needed, it isn’t enough. Wealthy 
communities’ loss of water security is 
evidence not only of a changing climate but 
also of a broader political failure. 

At the beginning of the twentieth 
century, everyone was routinely exposed 
to difficult climate conditions. The west of 
the United States, for example, was largely 
uninhabitable for those accustomed to mild 
climates. The orchards of California’s Imperial 
Valley were still to come, their rich soils baked 
dry into an unplowable crust. The cities that 
now occupy the region’s deserts – San Diego, 
Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Phoenix – were 
waterless outposts that could not support 
anything near their modern populations. 

Similarly, since the collapse of the 
Western Roman Empire in the fifth century, 
the European landscape had remained 
largely untamed. We may now think of 
the continent’s old forests as a romantic 
wilderness, but nineteenth-century 

children’s fairytales described them more 
accurately as impenetrable, swampy 
places inhabited by wolves and bandits. 
For centuries, Dutch engineers attempted 
to reclaim lands across the continent, but 
consistently failed to achieve permanent 
security. 

At the time, Qing China had acquired 
global fame for its ability to control Asia’s 
powerful rivers (a skill that Adam Smith 
saw as a remarkable source of comparative 
advantage). And yet, even the Celestial 
Empire could not avoid recurring natural 
disasters. At the start of the twentieth 
century, the climate system still ruled the 
landscape. The only universal form of 

“climate adaptation” was acceptance. 
Then, everything changed. Two world 

wars and growing political enfranchisement 
fueled demands for universal welfare. 
Economic growth – a relatively uninteresting 
phenomenon to nineteenth-century elites 
who did not have to share wealth – became 
the principal preoccupation of politicians 
answerable to the unemployed and the 
insecure. Reliable access to water became a 
political imperative, an instrument in state-
building.

Most countries that could afford to do so 
started transforming their water landscapes 
in the service of the consumer economy and a 
widening polity. Reclamation projects added 
cultivable land and broadened economic 
opportunity. Then came hydroelectric power, 
the first source of electricity that could be 
fully scaled to support industrialization and 
mass employment. Rivers became blueprints 
for development. 

As cities grew, floods – a tragic fact of 
life up to that point – became politically 
intolerable. Unsanitary conditions were 
swept away by near-universal access to clean 
water supplies. The shape of the modern 
landscape slowly changed as it filled with 

levees, flood defenses, dams, canals, and 
reservoirs. These were invariably financed 
by the new economic power of the state and 
supported by the aspirations of a broadened 
electorate. 

America led the way, delivering some 
of the twentieth century’s most iconic 
water projects, from the Hoover and Fort 
Peck Dams to the Army Corps of Engineers’ 
management of the Lower Mississippi River 
and the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Investments in modern water 
infrastructure spread around the world, 
driving planetary-scale transformation. At 
the beginning of the twentieth century, 
humanity had virtually no water storage 
and practically no large dams; yet by the 
1970s, infrastructure could catch roughly 
one-fifth of all runoff on the planet. As 
people replumbed the landscape – leaving 
a wide trail of unintended environmental 
consequences in their wake – a modernist 
dream was nurtured: finally, people could be 
fully insulated from the effects of a difficult 
climate. 

Over time, many of those living in 
rich countries simply forgot about all the 
water flowing behind the dams and levees. 
Having long since been normalized to the 
uninterrupted rhythm of the consumer 
economy, Californians and Germans this 
year were duly stunned by the violent 
return of nature. The catastrophes they have 
witnessed had become simply unthinkable 
for affluent modern societies.

Though floods and droughts routinely 
afflict hundreds of millions of poor people 
around the world, these events seldom 
make the news (the main exceptions being 
in rich countries, as when Hurricane Katrina 
devastated New Orleans’ poor, mainly 
African-American, Lower Ninth Ward in 2005). 
In an echo of the Malthusian fallacy that 
treats poverty as a symptom of moral failure, 

the disasters that strike developing countries 
are dismissed as an inevitable consequence 
of underdevelopment.

But water security is not simply a product 
of development and political stability. 
Rather, it contributes to both. Modern 
economies and stable political institutions 
were built on the promise of water security 
and the opportunities that it furnished. Our 
institutions’ increasingly evident failure to 
fulfill that promise thus poses a direct threat 
to the civic compact that binds citizens and 
the state. 

The supposedly permanent solutions 
of the twentieth century are proving 
inadequate. This century’s climate disasters 
are harbingers of a new relationship with our 
environment, raising questions that we have 
not had to ask for many generations. What 
do we want our landscape to look like? What 
risks are we able to tolerate? What should 
we expect of the state when it comes to our 
environmental security, and what authority 
does that entail? 

These are not technical questions. They 
are political ones, and they will increasingly 
occupy center stage in the twenty-first 
century.

When the Political Levee Breaks
GIULIO BOCCALETTI
An honorary research associate 
at the Smith School of Enterprise 
and the Environment, University 
of Oxford, is the author of Water: A 
Biography.
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