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A white paper on policy recommendations 
submitted for consideration to the 
Cabinet last week reportedly calls for, 

among others, boosting economic policies aimed 
at attracting international investment in the 
productive sectors, so as to diversify the economy 
and provide employment opportunities for 
young nationals. 

Some would argue that there is nothing new 
or imaginative in the proposal that the Cabinet 
is not already aware of. However, the fact that 
yet another document underlined the need to 
revive Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in order to 
meet the country’s aspirations going forward, is 
indicative that finding solutions to the challenges 
in attracting international investments continue 
to elude the country.

The annual World Investment Report (WIR) 
by the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) poignantly reveals the 
state’s weakness in attracting FDI. Of the total 
USD37 billion in foreign direct investments 
that flowed to the West Asia region last year, 
less than $100 million made its way to Kuwait. 
The major chunk of $20 billion in FDI to the 
region went to the UAE, with a further $5.5 
billion going to Saudi Arabia. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Regional tensions 
have decreased

Kuwait and France to hold joint military exercises in 2022
By Reaven D’Souza
Managing Editor

The level of tension in the region has considerably 
decreased over the last two years, visiting French 

Rear-Admiral Jacques Fayard, Commander of the 
French Joint Forces in the Indian Ocean told The 
Times Kuwait in an exclusive interview recently.

Rear-Admiral Fayard, a multi-talented officer 
of the French navy, who is responsible for French 
military operations in 14 countries from Jordan to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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New Kuwait, new 
opportunities for sustainability

CONDOLENCES

May her soul Rest in Peace

Management and Staff of

     Al-RASHED 

       INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING Co.

Extend our Heartfelt

condolences to 

Mr Zakir Behlin
Division Head-Ports at 

Jassim Transport 
& Stevedoring Co. K. S. C. C.

on the sad demise of 

His mother 

who passed away in India.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bangladesh, said that a lot of credit for the 
de-escalation could be attributed to joint 
forces of European countries who are now 
also involved in patrolling in the region and 
engaging with all parties at all levels, including 
through diplomatic channels.

He added that “There had been no 
provocation in the area and I have seen the 
threat perception considerably lowered,” noting 
that the region however still remained volatile. 
He pointed out that if all the concerned parties 
cooperated with the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan for Action (JCPOA) to reach the nuclear 
agreement then there would also be a decrease 
of tensions globally.

During his first visit to Kuwait, the French 
Rear-Admiral met with the Kuwait Army Chief 
Gen Khaled Al Sabah and discussed joint 
military issues. “As you know we have a strategic 
partnership with Kuwait since 1992, which 
was reinforced again in 2012.”  He pointed 
out that within this framework several levels 
of exchanges take place, including training of 
more than 300 Kuwaiti cadets in French military 
academies.

He also revealed that there was a lot of French 
military equipment used by the Kuwaiti side 
that included among other things helicopters, 
naval ships and armored vehicles.

“Kuwait and France will hold their largest 
joint operation exercises titled ‘Pearl of the 
West’, towards the end of 2022,” said the French 
officer. He added that the operations will include 
field training exercises, as well as the airforce 
with fighter aircraft, and on sea with one of the 
French frigates. These tactical level exercises 
will be comprehensive and comprise of all three 
elements that include air, land and sea.

“We are starting the planning process and 
our framework is to strengthen these maritime 
security issues,” he explained, while reiterating 
that France has been active in the region and 
involved not only in de-escalating tensions, but 
also in ensuring a rule based order of the sea. 
“Freedom of navigation is the core for the world 
to conduct trade,” he pointed out.

The French are also part of a joint coalition 
of 34 countries patrolling for illicit drug trade as 
well as counter-piracy efforts in the area.  “We 
have been successful in apprehending drug 
smugglers in the high sea,” he explained. The 
Rear-Admiral was also recently responsible 
for the evacuation of civilian refugees from 
Afghanistan. Around 2,850 individuals, 
mostly Afghan citizens along with French and 
European citizens, were evacuated under trying 
circumstances during the 13-day period with 
no casualties, said the French commander. 

Regional tensions 
have decreased

Kuwait and France to hold joint military exercises in 2022

World Expo 2020, considered 
one of the largest and most 
important civilizational, cultural, 

developmental and tourism exhibitions 
in the world, that kicked-off on Friday, 1 
October in Dubai, is being held under the 
slogan ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 
Future’. The Expo includes three overarching 

areas — opportunities, mobility and 
sustainability — that are considered key 
pillars for shaping the world's future.

Kuwait is participating in this six-month-
long global exhibition that runs until 31 
March 2022, with its presence highlighted 
by an iconic 5,000 square meter pavilion 
with a height of nearly 25 meters. Kuwait’s  
pavilion which is located in the sustainability 
section of the expo will have exhibits that 
underline its theme at the expo:  ‘New 
Kuwait, new opportunities for sustainability’. 
The pavilion includes displays of Kuwait’s 
history, its geographic and cultural heritage, 
strategic initiatives and all aspects of 
Kuwait's development plan, especially with 
regard to the sustainability of resources, 
alternative energy, human development 
and knowledge economy.

World Expo 2020, which is the first such 
event to be organized in the Middle East, 
Africa and South Asia region, highlights 
several vital issues facing the world today, 
including climate change, tolerance, 
development, food, water, health, space, 
knowledge, communication, and other 
global goals aimed at making the world a 
better place for all by 2030.

The Expo, which was initially scheduled 
for 2020 was postponed due to the global 
pandemic, is for the first time featuring a 
separate pavilion dedicated for each of the 
192 countries participating in the exhibition. 

In addition to national pavilions, there 
are exhibits by many global, regional and 
local companies, academic institutions, 
international bodies, UN organizations 
and global humanitarian, cultural and 
entertainment initiatives.

The Expo aims to find solutions to the 
era's most prominent challenges, open 
doors to development opportunities 
for future generations, reformulate the 
mechanism of human and commodity 
movement, and find sustainable solutions 
to preserve energy and water resources.

Speaking about Kuwait’s participation in 
the global expo, the  Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Information, Munira Al-Huwaidi, 

said that this participation is the largest of 
its kind and reflects the Kuwaiti civilizational 
and cultural heritage in various fields.

She affirmed Kuwait's keenness to 
participate in international forums to 
present its strategic projects and initiatives 
to achieve development goals, in addition 
to introducing the civilizational and cultural 
heritage, attracting investments, and 
highlighting its humanitarian contributions.

For his part, Kuwait’s ambassador to 
the United Arab Emirates, His Excellency 
Salah Al-Baijan praised the huge efforts 
and coordination among organizing 
committees to present an “exceptional 
version of this global event”.
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Filipina household 
worker, sponsor 
launch recipe book
Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

Cecilia Alvarez, a household service worker for twenty five 
years with the same employer, launched her first recipe 

book at the opening of the International Culinary Arts Center in 
Al-Salam Mall, Salmiyah, on 25 September. Her sponsor Nabil 
Awad published the book to showcase Ms. Alvarez’s repertoire 
of recipes gathered over the years of her service with him.

“The publication of this recipe book is the culmination of 
what my employers and I have worked over many years to see 
fulfilled, and I do hope people who receive the book will try 
out the recipes that I have prepared all these years. I thank my 
sponsors, Mr. Nabil Awad and Mrs. Sahar Awad for granting 
me this life changing experience and I cannot think of how to 
thank them enough for this,” stated Ms. Alvarez. 

For his part, Mr. Awad praised Ms. Alvarez for her services 

rendered to them and added that she deserved such a 
privilege. “This book is a compilation of different cuisines 
Cecilia and I have collected and cooked, some were traditional 
and others have been given twists to create a unique identity 
to the dishes. I am thankful that we are able to launch this book 
and hand out to the public its first 50 editions and to sign it 
for them. We are thinking about selling the book, with the 
proceeds from the sale going to charity,” he said.

“We are very proud of what Cecilia Alvarez has achieved and 
I sincerely hope her story and accomplishments can inspire 
other Filipinos. I would also like to extend my gratitude to Mr. 
Nabil and Mrs. Sahar for their exemplary support to Cecilia and 
that such a successful bond between employers and worker 
transcends to everyone,” said His Excellency Mohammad 
Nordin Pendosina Lomondot, Philippine Ambassador to 
Kuwait. Copies of the first books were handed over to the 
Philippine Ambassador and spouse on the occasion. Signing of 
the book and distribution to the public immediately followed 
the presentation.

Changing the budget structure from a cost budget to a 
program and performance budget.

Overcoming hindrances in financing and investments in 
industrial and agricultural developments so as to achieve 
industrial and agricultural security.

Women play important role
in social development

Addressing the Third Committee of the UN 
General Assembly at its 76th session that 
tackled issues related to social, human 

rights and humanitarian affairs, First Secretary at 
Kuwait’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations, 
Fahad Hejji, said on Friday that Kuwaiti woman play 
a significant role in building a modern state and 
developing society.

Saying the world community needs to draw 
lessons from the global pandemic and work 
together to “rebuild our world and resume the 
march towards the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development,” Mr. Hejji stressed that collective global efforts were 
needed to reach “this noble target”. He went on to add, “Over the 
past year and a half, the youth worldwide contributed a lot to the 
combat against the pandemic. In the State of Kuwait youth have 
been in the frontline, offering the best example in voluntary action.” 

Pointing to Article 29 of Kuwait’s Constitution, the first-

secretary added, “The State of Kuwait attaches 
great importance to the roles of youth and women 
in the development of the community away 
from any racial, gender, religious or linguistic 
discriminations.” Kuwait has exerted all efforts to 
empower women, ensure their rights, and ensure 
their effective participation in all aspects of daily 
life, he noted. On the professional level, Kuwaiti 
women enjoy full access to state jobs on equal 
footing with men, and have assumed posts in all 
government institutions.

He also reaffirmed Kuwait’s commitment 
to protection of human rights and cultural diversity, based on 
the relevant international treaties and resolutions, including 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the UN Charter. 
Concluding his statement, he said, “It is inevitable for the world at 
such challenging times to work within a multi-party system with a 
view to addressing the most pressing issues.”

Cabinet asks MPW to 
include ‘Waterfront’ 
project in its budget

The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) said the Council of 
Ministers has requested the inclusion of the waterfront 

development project within the ministry’s budget for fiscal 
2021-2022, within the framework of the state’s general 
vision to revitalize and encourage tourism in the country.

The sources told, the General Secretariat for Planning 
discussed with ministry officials last week the urgency 
to implement the Cabinet’s directives regarding the 
waterfront project, which is highly relied upon to promote 
recreational and tourism facilities.
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You feel sad, you eat. You feel happy, 
you eat. You are tired, you eat. 
Angry, stressed? You eat. Sometimes, 

you eat to celebrate, and sometimes it is 
a kind of punishment, you feel bad about 
yourself and you eat to punish yourself even 
more.

But then you feel guilty because you have 
broken your diet.

If you are into what health experts call 
emotional eating, then this post is for you.

What is Emotional Eating? Eating when 
you are emotional, rather than when you 
are hungry is something most people do 
occasionally. But… emotional eating starts to 
be a problem when it becomes abnormal and 
you feel that it is out of your control. This type 
of eating plays a major role in some people 
being overweight.

different emotions can trigger eating 
like: Boredom, anger, sadness, happiness, 
anxiety, loneliness, stress, low self-esteem, 
disappointment and frustration.

Am I hungry now or am I eating for another 
reason? Usually when you eat because of your 
emotions, you are too happy or sad to feel 
whether you are actually hungry or not, so 
you cannot recognize the feeling of fullness, 
because you are taken into the emotions of 
this specific moment.

Look for an activity that goes with your 
emotions: Find an activity that brings you the 
mental and psychological comfort you find in 
foods, whether it is sugary or salty items. For 
example, you can run on the treadmill when 
you are angry or stressed.  Any intense 
activity can secrete endorphins, and these 
hormones will make you feel relaxed and 
eventually will block your cravings.

If you are eating because you are happy, 
replace that by activities that make you feel 
good about yourself, like shopping, clubbing, 
going out with friends or just calling a 
humorous friend.

Here are some other alternatives that 
might help: If you are depressed or lonely, call 
someone who always makes you feel better, 
play with your dog or cat, or look at a favorite 
photo or cherished memento.

If you are anxious, expend your nervous 
energy by dancing to your favorite song, 
squeezing a stress ball, or taking a brisk walk.

If you are exhausted, treat yourself with a 
hot cup of tea, take a bath, light some scented 
candles, or wrap yourself in a warm blanket.

If you are bored, read a good book, watch 
a comedy show, explore the outdoors, or 
turn to an activity you enjoy (woodworking, 
playing the guitar, shooting hoops, 
scrapbooking, etc.)

Choose Healthy alternatives: When 
you think happiness, it is chocolate. When 
you think sadness, and stress, it can be 
chips. You can change all these habits and 
turn your snacks into healthy ones. If you 
want something sweet, you can try a fruit 
salad, yogurt with some fruits or snack bar for 
example, instead of chocolate cakes or 
doughnuts.

Also, a small number of nuts 
and almonds gives you the feeling of fullness 
for a longer time, even more than biscuits. 
What about a whole grain toast, with jam on 
the top? It is a great option to have as well. 
Sweet and nutritious.

Before you go sleep, have a cup of skim 
milk or low- fat plain yogurt: It will calm you 
down at night.

Do not skip your meals: People who are 
emotional eaters often lose their sense of 
hunger. They are always full because they 
snack a lot. Feeling hunger before meals is 
an excellent factor that contributes to weight 
loss or weight maintenance.

By slowing down and savoring every bite, 
you will not only enjoy your food more but 
you will also be less likely to overeat. Slowing 
down and savoring your food is an important 
aspect of mindful eating, the opposite of 
mindless, emotional eating.

So, eat your main meals when you are 
hungry and let your snacks be light and 
healthy. And, when you feel that you are 
losing control towards food, ask yourself: Am I 
still hungry or am I eating for another reason? 
Pause when cravings hit and check in with 
yourself.

Cinnamon Drink: This warming spice has 
gained a special reputation for helping to 
beat sugar cravings. Cinnamon seems to help 
the body control the amount of sugar in our 
blood, which regulates the ‘highs’ and ‘lows’ 
that can induce cravings.

So, boil a cinnamon stick with half a liter of 
water, add one teaspoon of honey and enjoy 
it twice a day.

Unfortunately, emotional eating does 
not fix emotional problems. In fact, it usually 
makes you feel worse. Accept your feelings 
and give yourself the opportunity to make a 
different decision.

 Thought
  for the         e

week
—  Mahatma Gandhi

Happines is when what you 
think, what you say, and 

what you do are in harmony

FOOD

To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness and 
has joined The Times Kuwait team in a new weekly 

column discussing nutrition and answering 
queries. You can send in your questions to 

infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

Emotional EatingPreparing

GARLIC 
AIOLI
The key to preparing garlic aioli at home is 

tempering the robust flavors of the garlic with a 
gentle hand. The resulting sauce is a knock-out, full 
of flavor and ideal for elevating frozen French fries, 
roasted vegetables, or even poached fish. Aioli is 
best in small batches, so it is great for learning the 
principals of emulsions without wasting time or 
ingredients. Here is a step-by-step guide to preparing 
delicious garlic aioli.

What is aioli: Aioli is a type of mayonnaise, but by 
definition it must contain both garlic and olive oil. 
Mayonnaise and aioli are both emulsions created by 
the power of egg yolks. Mayonnaise can be made 
with any oil — from neutral canola to flavorful nut 
oils — whisked with egg yolks, lemon juice, and 
sometimes mustard. Aioli is traditionally made with 
garlic, olive oil, egg yolk, and lemon juice and it is 
mixed with a mortar and pestle. 

Make garlic-
infused olive 
oil: One problem 
that plagues aioli 
recipes is too much 
garlic — yes, the 
garlic flavor should 
be front and center, 
but it should 
not be sharp 

or indigestion-
inducing. The trick is to temper the garlic by cooking 
it slowly in the olive oil destined for aioli. This gives 
you two levels of flavor — a sweet, aromatic garlic 
in the oil and an earthier, more pronounced garlic 
flavor added from smashing the garlic cloves into the 
finished aioli.

Store garlic oil carefully: Garlic stored in olive oil has 
the potential to grow bacteria if stored improperly. 
Only make as much garlic oil as you plan to use 
immediately and do not leave it hanging out on the 
counter for longer than an hour. If you need to stop 
mid-aioli-making, move the garlic oil to the fridge to 
cool and bring it to room temperature before using.

Preparing aioli by hand: There are several ways to 
quickly make aioli without a whisk. In fact, one would 
find it easier to prepare aioli with a simple Mason jar 
and immersion blender. But in testing it was found 
that using more than a whisk to make garlic aioli 
muddled the flavor of the garlic, which made it taste 
bitter. Thus, a small arm workout of 10 minutes is 
required in preparing aioli. 
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With the onset of the festive 
season, Kalyan Jewellers, 

one of the most trusted and 
leading jewellery companies, has 
announced exciting cashback 
offers on its distinctive jewellery 
collections. As part of this festive 
offer, customers will be able 
to maximise the value of their 
purchases with up to 25% cashback on their 
jewellery purchases.

While up to 25% cashback can be availed on 
making charges of gold jewellery, up to 20% 
cashback offer is available on the diamond 
jewellery collection. On precious stone jewellery 
and uncut diamond jewellery, cashback is up to 
20%. Cashback offers can be availed in the form of 
instantly redeemable vouchers. These offers are 
valid until Nov 30th, 2021, across all showrooms 
in Kuwait.

Customers can also avail the benefits of 
the Gold Rate Protection Offer by paying 10% 
advance of the total intended purchase amount 
and booking their jewellery at the current market 
price of gold. This unique offer enables customers 
to lock-in the price of gold and stay protected 
from future price hikes and fluctuations. 

Mr. Ramesh Kalyanaraman, Executive Director, 
Kalyan Jewellers said, “With the arrival of the 
festive season, we are drawing closer to a time 
of joy and togetherness. At Kalyan Jewellers, 
we want to mark the country’s undying spirit 
of celebration by extending the festive - 

discount offers to our customers, 
allowing them to take home the 
latest jewellery designs from 
Kalyan Jewellers and the love and 
happiness that come along with it.”

Kalyan Jewellers has rolled out 
extensive measures to ensure a safe 
retail environment for the brand’s 
employees and customers.

The staff is 100% vaccinated and apart from 
common practices such as temperature check 
with thermal guns, double masking or providing 
safety gloves to customers, frequent deep 
cleaning of high touchpoints, sterilization and 
contactless billing have all been implemented in 
showrooms. 

With the growing impetus on social distancing, 
Kalyan Jewellers has also launched the LIVE 
video shopping facility (https://campaigns.
kalyanjewellers.net/livevideoshopping/) through 
which consumers can browse through the Kalyan 
Jewellers’ jewellery collections at the comfort of 
their homes.

Patrons will also receive the Kalyan Jewellers 
4-Level Assurance Certificate which guarantees 
purity, free lifetime maintenance of ornaments, 
detailed product information and transparent 
exchange and buy-back policies. The certification 
is part of the brand’s commitment towards 
offering the very best to its loyalists.

For more information on the brand, its 
collections and offers, visit https://www.
kalyanjewellers.net/

Up to 25% cashback on purchases, Gold Rate Protection offer

Kalyan Jewellers announces
festive season offers and discounts

A new labor market report by the 
government shows that a total of 
67,809 workers, including 17,398 

domestic workers belonging to various 
nationalities left Kuwait in the first-quarter 
of 2021. Indians topped the list, with 21,341 
leaving the country of whom 10,169 were 
domestic workers. The second largest 
number of expatriates leaving Kuwait 
were Egyptians, who accounted for 11,135 
workers, followed by 6,136 Bangladeshis 
and 2,543 Filipinos.

The total number of workers in the labor 
market, until the end of last March, was 
1,536,033 in the private sector and 411,464 
in public sector. As for the domestic labor 
sector, the total employment until last 
March was 651,265 workers, a decrease 
of 17,398 compared to the labor market 
statistics recorded at the end of last year.

Kuwaitization and retrenchments in the 
public sector along with business closures 
and production cuts in manufacturing 
during the COVID-19 crisis, left many 
expatriate workers jobless or facing 
extended layoffs without salaries. Many of 
these workers eventually decided to ‘call it 
a day’ and return home for good. A report 
on the labor market found that nearly 
200,000 expatriates had left Kuwait in the 
one year since March 2020. 

Adding to the woes of expatriates, the 
Public Authority for Manpower stopped 
renewing visas of expatriates over 60 years 
of age if they did not possess a university 
degree or diploma. More than 42,000 
foreigners affected by the PAM decision 
are said to have left the country since the 
law was announced. 

Many of those who left the country 
due to job losses said they had no choice 

other than to return back home. Most 
of these  expatriates had been gainfully 
employed in Kuwait for many years and 
had set up a life in this country with their 
families. Suddenly faced with the prospect 
of a job loss, salary cuts or extended layoffs 
without pay, they had no other alternative 
than to leave the country for good. 

One worker leaving Kuwait with his 
family after spending nearly a decade in 
this country, said “In April, I was informed 
by the company that they could no longer 
afford to pay my salaries, as there was no 
business because of the lockdown and 
curfews. They said I would be informed 
when the business resumed operations 
and until then I could remain at home. But 
how could I stay in Kuwait without a salary 
to pay the rent, or buy food for the family,” 
asked the man. 

The government ensured that public 
sector employees continued to receive 
their salaries during the lockdown period; 
however, there was no such protection or 
social nets for workers in the private sector 
to rely on. Left to fend for  themselves 
during the pandemic, many of them were 
virtually forced out of the country. 

Indians lead expats heading home

Policy paper calls for 
allowing foreigners 
to own real estate 

A new white paper on policy recommenda-
tions that has been submitted to the cabi-

net for its perusal, calls among others for sub-
stantive changes in housing policies and real 
estate laws, so as to enable foreigners to fully 
own real estate assets in Kuwait.

The paper also urged the cabinet to 
consider amendments to  the mortgage, 
and to the real estate development laws to 
overcome problems of real estate financing, 
and the development of a new mechanism for 
distributing land.

The paper underlined the need for 
reviewing the pricing of goods, services and 
public assets so as to ensure social justice. 
Among the recommendations made by the 
paper are:

Imposing a value-added-tax (VAT) and 
increasing the excise tax on luxury goods that 
have a negative impact on the environment 
and public health

Reviewing and recalibrating the pricing and 
policies on all public services and goods, as well 
as for public assets and properties

Rationalizing and directing subsidies in 
more sustainable and effective ways 

Amending Article 12 of Law 19 of 2000 
regarding imposing a tax of 2.5 percent of 
annual net profits on listed Kuwaiti companies 
to finance the purposes of the law.

On Wednesday, His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has in-

structed the executive and legislative authorities 
to open a national dialogue aiming to prepare 
the ground for effective cooperation. He urged 
both sides to put aside their differences and pool 
their efforts and resources towards resolving all 
problems facing citizens and the country.

Responding to the Amiri instruction, Kuwait’s 
cabinet said on Wednesday it firmly supported 
the request by His Highness the Amir for the 
country’s executive and legislative powers to 
participate in a national dialogue, saying such 
an event would serve the best interests of 

citizens and the country.
The national dialogue is a major step 

towards ironing out contentious matters, 
helping get state officials and lawmakers on 
the same page, Kuwait’s Defense Minister 
and Acting State Minister for Cabinet Affairs 
Sheikh Hamad Al-Sabah told reporters after a 
cabinet meeting.

The Cabinet added that it was imperative 
that legislative and executive powers work as a 
cohesive unit to deal with the challenges facing 
the country, which in turn, ushers in progress 
over stalled reforms and keeps national 
development on an upward trajectory.

National dialogue to bring
executive, legislative on same page
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Under the patronage of the 
Ambassador of the Sultanate of 
Oman to Kuwait, H.E. Dr. Saleh 

Al-Kharousi, the Embassy of Oman, in 
cooperation with Reconnaissance Research, 
held the first discussion session with a group 
of companies and businessmen from the 
two countries. The discussion, along with a 
series of upcoming sessions, aims to assess 
commercial relations between Oman and 

Kuwait, and discuss 
ways to further 
develop them.

Following the 
meeting, Ambas-
sador Al-Kharousi 
said: “I was pleased 
with the honorable 
attendees, as the 
meeting consti-
tuted a good op-
portunity for direct 

communication with elite businessmen 
from different sectors of the two brotherly 
countries, to raise the current rates of trade 
exchange. We also thank Reconnaissance 
Research for cooperating with us to build 
a bridge of solid business relations, as we 
always seek to coordinate with effective, 

serious and competent entities. We believe 
in the importance of transparent and open 
discussions with both businesswomen and 
businessmen to obtain the best results and 
outputs.”

He added: “This meeting comes as part 
of a series of upcoming meetings, in 
coordination with Reconnaissance Research, 
which are aimed toward:

• Discussing the advantages and 
investment opportunities in the 
Sultanate of Oman.

• Listening to all the challenges facing 
businessmen.

• Understanding their vision of the 
optimal form of legal frameworks that 
attracts investments.

• Discussing the most appropriate 
solutions to overcome challenges. “

The ambassador went on to state: “We 
are seeking to form a joint Omani-Kuwaiti 
team of experts in investment and legal 
prowess to provide integrated solutions with 
the aim of creating sustainable investment 
opportunities , and monitoring everything 
that might disturb the investment 
environment. And among the projects 
discussed, for example, are those located 

in the Special Economic Zone at Duqm 
(SEZAD), which has an area of about 1,600 
square kilometers, making it at the forefront 
of the economic regions in the Middle East in 
terms of size. It is also characterized by a very 
important geographical location in terms of 
its views of the Arabian Sea and the Indian 
Ocean. It is located on the shipping lines 
bound for East Asia, East Africa and the rest 
of the world.”

The meeting was attended by: Yaqoub 
Yusuf Aljouan, Tawfeeq Ahmad Sultan, 
Samir Abdulmohsen Algharaballi, Ali 
Abdulmohsen Al-Fulaij, Qais Abdullah 
Aljouan, Abdulla Abdulaziz Al-Qandi, 
Mohammed Al Sayegh, Mohammed Al 
Sharhan, Jamil Ali Sultan, Hussain Jawad 
Abdul Rasool, Nabil Al Maskati, Mohammad 
Tawfeeq Sultan, and Abdulaziz Mohammed 
Al-Anjeri

Reconnaissance Research: Building an 
Omani-Kuwaiti commercial bridge

On the role of  Reconnaissance 
Research, the founder and CEO of the 

Center, Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri, said: 

“The center aims to work with all the friendly 
and brotherly countries, and His Excellency the 
Omani ambassador is keen to ensure that the 
current and upcoming meetings depart from 
the rigid framework of diplomatic protocol, and 
focus rather on a result-driven approach that 
is aimed towards diagnosing and suggesting 
what leads to greater commercial cooperation. 
At our center we also believe that transparency 
and honesty is a preemptive blow to calamities 
and a compass to better define our future 
paths, especially in matters of an intertwined 
political and commercial nature.”

Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri 
Founder & CEO of Reconnaissance Research

Ambassador of Oman with Yaqoub Yusuf Aljouan Hussain Jawad Abdul Rasool and Tawfeeq Ahmad SultanSamir Abdulmohsen Algharabali And Abdulla Abdulaziz Al Qandi

MoI bans recreational 
activities on Causeway

Ministry of Interior (MoI) on Friday urged the public to avoid recreational 
activities on Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway for the sake of their 

safety and that of traffic on the bridge. Ministry Undersecretary General Sheikh 
Faisal Nawaf Al-Sabah has issued a ban on walking and cycling, as well as other 
recreational activities, on the causeway, with immediate effect.

The ban follows an increase in reported incidents of accidents on the bridge 
and aims at preserving safety of people using the causeway. The causeway is 
equipped with latest surveillance cameras that monitor overspeeding and other 
violations happening on the bridge in real time.

DDI receives 
international 
recognition
Dasman Diabetes Institute (DDI), 

the leading center for diabetes 
research and treatment in Kuwait and 
the region, received international 
recognition last week by winning 
this year’s award from a United 
Nations agency for its relentless 
efforts in addressing diabetes and its 
complications

A statement from DDI on receiving 
the prestigious award from the UN 
Interagency Task Force on prevention 
of noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), 
noted after careful consideration by 
the UN agency and in recognition 
of continuous efforts of the Dasman 
Diabetes Institute it was selected to 

receive the international award for 
the year 2021. The statement added 
that the award is the result of months 
of tireless work with the Ministry of 
Health to develop a national diabetes 
registry, as well as the Institute’s 
remarkable contributions to the 
prevention and treatment of diabetes 
and its related complications, as well 
as obesity. 

Speaking on receiving the UN 
recognition, Director-General of 
Dasman Diabetes Institute,  Dr. Qais 
Al Duwairi, said “This award is another 
international honor awarded to the 
institute, and it motivates us to aspire 
and strive to do more by putting all 
our efforts, energies and expertise to 
make more progress in the medical, 
research and awareness fields for the 
benefit of our beloved country.” 

He added, “I take this opportunity 
to express our great gratitude to the 

World Health Organization for their 
confidence and being a partner with 
our institute, as well as many thanks 
to Dr. Khaled Al-Fadhel, Director 
General of the Kuwait Foundation 
for the Advancement of Sciences and 
members of its board of directors for 
the continuous support and funding 
provided by the Foundation to the 
Institute since its establishment 
until today, and for the Foundation’s 
support for the acceleration of 
science, research and development”. 

“Many thanks also to the Ministry 
of Health, headed by His Excellency 
the Minister of Health Sheikh Dr. 
Basil Al-Sabah for all the support and 
cooperation they provide,” said Dr. 
Al-Duwairi. He also expressed thanks 
to Dr. Hilal Al-Sayer, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Dasman Diabetes 
Institute, for his vision and guidance 
for the institute’s vision and goals.
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Representative of His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-

Sabah, Minister of Information and 
Minister of State for Youth Affairs 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi said on 
Friday that Kuwait's pavilion at the 

Expo aims at showing the country's 
strategic development projects 
and humanitarian efforts across the 
globe.

Kuwait's outstanding participation 
in the largest exhibition in the world 
is also meant to enhance its regional 
and international status, and allure 
foreign investors, the minster told 
reporters after inaugurating Kuwait's 
pavilion at the expo.

The slogan "New Kuwait ... a new 
opportunity for sustainability" was 
chosen for Kuwait's pavilion because 
it will shed lights on the country's 
endeavors to achieve sustainability 
and development.

Kuwait at the expo offers several 
innovative ideas and showcases its 
history, he said, adding that Kuwait 
seeks a distinguished participation 
to contribute to the success of the 
global event.

The minister said that 255 
government and non-government 
organizations from across a diverse 
array of sectors are contributing 
to the booth over the coming six 
months.

The Kuwaiti pavilion, which has 
been designed to resemble water 
tower structures commonly found 
in the country, is constructed on an 
area of over 5,500 square meters at a 

Kuwait’s pavilion at Expo 2020 
highlights strategic projects

height of more than 24 meters.
UAE's hosting of this big event 

is a source of pride for Kuwait, GCC 
members states and Arab countries, 
he stated, referring to sincere efforts 
made by UAE in organizing this 
historic event.

This affirms that the Arab youths 
are able to turn challenges into 
opportunities and stories of success, 
he said. The pandemic-delayed Expo 

2020 was opened last night, bringing 
together 192 countries to show 
off their cutting-edge products as 
well as peculiarities of their history, 
folklore and heritage.

Themed: "Connecting Minds, 
Creating the Future", the event, 
which takes place from 1 October 
2021 to 31 March 2022, highlights 
music, architecture, technology and 
culture from around the globe as 

part of its packed events calendar.
The event will provide all 

attendees with the opportunity 
to celebrate the history and 
achievements of other countries. It 
will also bring together the world's 
brightest minds through its Program 
for People and Planet, which gives 
visitors of all ages and backgrounds 
the opportunity to enjoy and make 
the most of this exceptional event.

By Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

Business Development Company for 
management and establishment 

of events and festivals in Kuwait 
launched its first project, International 
Culinary Arts, on 25 September at the 
Salam Mall in Salmiyah. The ceremonial 
ribbon-cutting event was officiated by 
the Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait 
His Excellency Mohammad Noordin 
Pendosina Lomondot and spouse Chef Noor Jarifah Lomondot, along with 
Khalid Suliman Al Shuhaigh, Kuwaiti sponsor to the company.

In her welcome remarks Chief Executive Officer Olivia Ferrer stated that 
Culinary Arts courses have been designed to introduce new skills and knowledge 
to individuals who have the penchant for baking and cooking and is ideal for 
those who intend to start their own bakery and restaurant businesses. Ferrer also 
extended her thanks to all the master-chefs and trainers without whom such 
courses will not be possible.  For their part, Al Shuhaigh stated that the project 
will benefit everyone who will attend and avail the courses, while the Philippine 
ambassador expressed his best wishes to the team and assured them of the 
embassy’s support and assistance.

Chef Noor Jarifah, a trainer and mentor to the project said, “These courses 
have changed so many lives, some have returned home and opened their own 
individual bakeries and shops while many who are still here are grateful for extra 
income they receive through orders. I encourage everyone to try their hands 
on these courses with or without prior knowledge for that’s how you start to 
develop your skills.” Vice Consul Josel Mostajo, Labor Attaché Nasser Mustafa, 
Assistant Labor Attaché Cathy Duladul and other officers from the Philippine 
Embassy were also present on the occasion.

The event kicked off with Filipino artist and performer Jumel Carvajal 
leading the singing of the Philippine National Anthem followed by the Kuwait 
anthem. Plaque of appreciation was presented to the Philippine Ambassador 
by Masterchef Cris Ricafort and a bouquet of flowers to Mrs. Lomondot by Chef 
Trainer Carmelita Farhat. A recipe book was also launched during the event 
and copies were presented to the Philippine ambassador by the authors Cecilia 
Alvarez and her sponsor Nabil Awad. Singing of books for attendees immediately 
followed. Refreshments were catered for by Filipino restaurant Aling Rufina, 
which showcased traditional Filipino dishes and favorites. Noted event anchor 
and Vlogger MJ Nolasco hosted the event.

The team wishes to thank ABS CBN Senior News Correspondent and Station 
Manager of Pinoy Arabia, Michelle Fe Santiago, for the live coverage of the 
occasion, Technopinta for the photos and The Times Kuwait for the newspaper 
coverage and everyone who helped post the event in their own individual social 
media accounts.

International Culinary 
Arts launched in Kuwait

Minister of Information and 
Minister of State for Youth Affairs 

Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi
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On the occasion of the National 
Foundation Day and Armed Forces 
Day of the Republic of Korea, I extend 

my best wishes for the continued peace, 
progress and prosperity to the State of Kuwait.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the 
first anniversary of his accession to the throne 
and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the 
first anniversary of his appointment as Crown 
Prince, wishing them everlasting health and 
success.

I also convey my best wishes of good 
health and success to His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah, and my sincere greetings to all the 
people of Kuwait. 

To begin with, I would like to appreciate 
the Kuwait government’s effective quarantine 
measures and expansive vaccination policy 
that have led to a dramatic decrease in the 
number of daily COVID-19 confirmed cases 
in Kuwait. Being convinced that we are now 
approaching the beginning of the end of the 
pandemic, I am very pleased to see that our 
two countries have maintained relentless 
cooperation even during the pandemic.

There are many reasons as to how this is 
possible. 

First, our two countries have continued to 
build up a comprehensive partnership. Ever 
since the establishment of our diplomatic 
ties more than four decades ago, we 
have developed our relations based on a 
profound friendship and steadfast mutual 
trust in diverse fields and various ways. 
Our partnership has not been confined to 
economic ties but has deepened across 
political, cultural and even scientific fields.

Second, we have always been working 
together to benefit each other. It has 
remained the epitome of the spirit of 
mutual benefit.  Korea is the second largest 
importer of Kuwait‘s crude oil, while Kuwait 

is Korea’s second largest oil supplier. The 
accumulated amount of tender awarded to 
Korean companies here is reaching up to a 
remarkable USD49 billion. Korea is the 10th 
largest investor in Kuwait at the moment. 
Furthermore, Korea has supplied more than 
1.4 million test kits so far to help Kuwait fight 
against the pandemic.

However, our relations cannot be 
described just by the numbers, volumes and 
sizes of our projects. There is truly something 
more enduring, special and intimate in them. 

We can feel it whenever we are mesmerized 
by the beautiful skylines over Sheikh Jaber 
Causeway at night. We can sense it whenever 
we enjoy a pleasant drive along the 1st Ring 
Road. We can realize it whenever we conjure 
up the images of pure water being pumped 
out from the Doha desalination plant in 
Kuwait. These are just small parts of what 
Korean engineers and workers have devoted 
themselves to in Kuwait. We can even get 
a hint of it as we see that the first phase of 
the LNG Import Terminal was successfully 
completed by the Korean companies in July in 
the throes of the pandemic to boost Kuwait’s 
capacity for electricity.

The history of our cooperation is not just 
a simple chronicle of economic transactions 
but a solemn record of sharing values of co-
prosperity. Kuwait crude oil is still running 
through Korea’s economic artery like lifeblood 
to nurture its growth and development.  The 
flow of oil from Kuwait had never stopped 
even during the oil crisis in the 1970s.  In 
Kuwait, many buildings, houses, roads and 
plants built with passion and devotion by 
so many Koreans have already become an 
essential part of everyday life. Korea stood 
firmly with Kuwait to protect the people’s 
everyday lives here during the Gulf War.

Third, we focus on the future. Korea has 
been seeking to expand the areas of our 
cooperation with Kuwait to new sectors such 
as health care, renewable energy, IT, smart 
city, smart farm, aviation and education 

etc.  For example, ‘Multi Stack Photovoltaic 
system (MSPV)’ which is a new technology 
introduced by a Korean company, has been 
applied in Mutlaa new city project to increase 
the efficiency of collecting solar energy. Korea 
Land & Housing Corporation (LH) is now ready 
to work with its Kuwaiti partner to construct 
the brand-new innovative city in South Saad 
Abdullah. Moreover, a close discussion is 
well underway between concerned parties 
to provide the highest quality health care 
service in the new Jahra Hospital. Meanwhile, 
T4, operated by the Incheon International 
Airport Corporation, has obtained ISO 
certificate in customer satisfaction in 2021. 

Now is the time to move forward into a 
new era of partnership. 

The State of Kuwait has laid out ‘New Kuwait 
Vision 2035’ with its pillars such as sustainable 
diversified economy, living environment and 
creative human capital. Also, the Republic of 
Korea has announced ‘Korean New Deal 2.0’, 
which is the national development strategy 

for surmounting the pandemic and climate 
change. Our two visions, pursuing similar 
objectives, will create a synergy effect if we 
share our experiences and strategy. I assure 
you that Korea will continue to be a faithful 
partner in Kuwait’s great journey toward 
realizing the Vision 2035.  

Fourth, we have vigorously promoted 
cultural exchange and mutual understanding 
between our two peoples for our shared 
future.  In this regard, I appreciate all members 
of the Korea-Kuwait Cultural Diwaniya 
who have played an excellent role as our 
cultural bridge since 2012.  The Embassy is 
now hosting a variety of small-sized cultural 
events. You will be able to take a glimpse of 
Taekwondo, Korean traditional clothing, and 
Korean calligraphy by joining us. In November, 
we will invite you to an event of Korean food 
festival. Also we will host ‘Test of Proficiency 
in Korean’ on October 16 for the first time 
in Kuwait. More importantly, we have been 
discussing with universities in Kuwait to find 
a way to open Korean language classes here.

Last but not least, the members of the 
Korean community have always worked 
together with Kuwaiti friends through thick 
and thin. I am absolutely sure that they will 
continue to make significant contributions 
to the co-prosperity of our two nations. 
Therefore, I wish to reiterate on this occasion 
that everlasting friendship and solidarity 
among our peoples will further grow.  

 The Republic of Korea and the State of 
Kuwait are essential partners to each other. 
We are both peace-loving countries. Kuwait, 
as an International Humanitarian Center, 
exerting good offices to mediate peaceful 
solutions to regional and global conflicts, 
has been a constant source of inspiration 
for promoting humanity and peace. Sharing 
these values proves to be one convincing 
reason why we are destined to go together. 

Once again, I wish for peace, prosperity 
and progress of the State of Kuwait and its 
great people.   Thank you.

Now is the time to move forward
into a new era of partnership

Message on National Foundation Day and Armed Forces Day
by H.E. Chung Byung-ha, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea

Launch of Indian 
Women’s Network 
A distinguished gathering of dignitaries from diplomatic 

and business communities and friends of India in 
Kuwait, watched as Ambassador of India to Kuwait, H.E. 
Sibi George, joined by representatives of Indian women 
from all walks of life in Kuwait, formally launched the Indian 
Women’s Network (IWN) on 30 September. The event was 
held during the finalé of the Namaste Kuwait- Glimpses of 
Timeless India Art Exhibition by Joice Sibi, wife of the Indian 
ambassador, at the Kuwait Arts Association.

Indian Women’s Network (IWN) is a platform envisaged 
and created by the Embassy of India with the objective to 
bring together all Indian women in Kuwait on one platform 
as part of Embassy’s community outreach activities in Kuwait. 
The network aims to connect with all Indian women residing 
in Kuwait, across professional or educational backgrounds 
and promote their engagement through various activities 
in the field of education, business, culture, health, science, 
literature, arts and sports.  In this regard, all Indian women 
in Kuwait are encouraged to register at the link https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe4TFndUhAbyoaz2TJW5gf 
Htnzm_Ly3HZzA5fazAWQMfveVAQ/viewform and become 
a member of the IWN.

For more information regarding the registration drive, 
please write to the embassy at com1.kuwait@mea.gov.in.

The 11-day long ‘Glimpses of 
Timeless India’ exhibition by 
Madam Joice Sibi, and the 
India-Kuwait Cultural Festival, 
culminated in a grande 
finale on 30 September, 
characterised by mesmerising 
performances by talented 
Indian artists.  Ambassador 
Sibi George felicitated Salman 
Rasool, head of the Kuwait 
Arts Association in their joint 
efforts in making the event a 
success.
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Malaysia  Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Dato’ 
Mohammad Ali Selamat paid a visit to the 

regional head-office of LuLu Hypermarket in 
Kuwait on 30 September. The ambassador was 
received on arrival by top management of the 
hypermarket.

During the visit Ambassador Selamat 
held talks with the hypermarket’s top-level 
management that centered around further 
enhancing imports of food in particular palm 
oil products  and non-food items from Malaysia. 
In the course of discussions, the Malaysian 
ambassador underlined the strong bilateral 
relations between Malaysia and Kuwait and 
plans to further strengthen these ties, including 
by focusing more in the areas of food security, 
where retailers like LuLu Hypermarket have a 
major role to play.

For their part, the LuLu officials expressed their 
utmost satisfaction with the products sourced 
from Malaysia. Pointing out that the hypermarket 
already imports and stocks more than a 100 
different products in various categories from 
Malaysia, the officials added that they planned to 
import even more products in the future. 

The talks also revealed that the hypermarket 

is preparing to hold a major Malaysian products 
promotion in the upcoming months, to showcase 
the wide variety of Malaysian foods and non-food 
items available on the hypermarket’s shelves

In this regard it is worth pointing out that LuLu 
Hypermarket has its own dedicated sourcing 
center located in Malaysia that manages the 
sourcing, storing and shipping of products from 
the country on a regular basis. The hypermarket 
is also a major retailer in the country with three 
hypermarkets already catering to the public, and 
more outlets planned in the coming years.

Malaysian Ambassador 
meets LuLu Management, 
discusses trade relations

With over half-a-million students in 
public and private Arab schools 
poised to return to classrooms 

from Sunday, 4 October, the ministries of 
Education, Health, Interior and information 
have launched a concerted campaign titled 
‘Safe Education’. 

Students who were returning to their 
classrooms after a sabbatical of nearly 18 
months were urged, along with teachers, 
parents, administration and visitors to 
schools, to abide by all health guidelines 
and procedures put in place by the relevant 
authorities, from the time they leave and 
return to their homes, including while they 

are in schools. The campaign demonstrates 
keenness of the authorities to safeguard the 
health and safety of students, and highlights 
the efficient cooperation, solidarity and 
coordination between the state entities to 
provide a safe educational environment.

 aimed aof the highest levels of prevention.
Ministry of Education also aims to establish 

an integrated system for infection prevention 
by enhancing awareness, knowledge and 
culture among the target groups, through 
media messages, audio-visual media 
platforms, social networking sites, cinemas, 
and screens inside malls, gas stations so the 
message gets across to the largest segment.

“The campaign aims to educate the 
students and their parents about the 
importance of adhering to the instructions 
of the Ministry of Health and the application 
of health requirements, in addition to their 
cooperation with school administrations in 
implementing precautionary measures,” said 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education, 
Dr. Ali Al-Yaqoub, said the Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Education, Dr. Ali Al-Yaqoub.

He also emphasized that the campaign 
comes within the framework of the Ministry 
of Education’s keenness on the safety 
of students and workers in the school 
administration and the educational authority.

Health safety campaign as
 students return to classrooms

In yet another step towards greater female 
participation in the country’s judicial process, 

the General Assembly of the High Court during 
its meeting held on 30 September and headed by 
its president Counselor Abdullatif Al-Thunayan, 
agreed that seven female judges, out of the 14 
female judges in the court, will for the first time 
head the misdemeanor circuit of criminal cases.

The decision stipulates that the female judges 
will issue judgments in ordinary misdemeanors, 
including commercial and traffic misdemeanors. 
They also have the right to issue penal sentences 
of imprisonment for a maximum period of three 
years in addition to imposing monetary fines.

The High Court held its general assembly to 
distribute work for the various judicial circuits for 
the new judicial season 2021-2022, which begins 

on 3 October and ends on30 June, 2022.
The seven judges appointed to the 

misdemeanor circuits are: Fatima Al-Kandari, 
Sanabel Al-Houti, Fatimah Sagheer, Basheer 
Muhammad, Bashayer Al-Raqdan, Roaa Al-
Tabtabai, and Lulwa Al-Ghanim. In addition to 
them the seven female judges in the court circuits 
are: Sharifa Al-Mubarak, Israa Selim, Lulwa Al-
Amhouj, Fatima Al-Farhan, Anwar Al Bin Ali, Hilal 
Al-Duraei, and Farah Al-Ajeel.

Other resolutions passed by the General 
Assembly included: Delegating Counselor 
Youssef Lahdan Al-Lahdan to head the 
Disciplinary Council for Lawyers, and he in turn 
delegated members, Abdullah Nasser Al-Osaimi 
(the court’s attorney), and Faisal Rashid Al-Harbi 
(the court’s representative), and judge Khaled 
Abdulaziz Al-Rifai to act as a backup in addition to 
their original work.

Delegating Counsellor Muhammad Talabeh 
Shaaban as a member of the Judicial Guard 
Registration Committee at the High Court.

Authorizing the head of the court to take what 
is legally necessary towards establishing and 
forming a tripartite circuit or more (morning or 
evening) to look into crimes that violate municipal 
regulations, pursuant to the municipal law, 
whenever the need arises.

Female judges to take charge 
of misdemeanor circuits

Resident Representative of 
the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations, Dr. Tariq Al-Sheikh 
said that the United Nations was 
keen to protect the environment 
and to tackle the various challenges 
exacerbated by climate change 
that the world is witnessing.

In a press statement issued on 
the sidelines of a tree-planting 
campaign organized by the UN 
offices in Kuwait on 29 September, 
Al-Sheikh said: During the climate 
change summit that will be held 
in November in Glasgow in the United Kingdom, 
it is important for us to have Kuwait and the 
United Nations office participate in initiatives 
concerned with dealing with repercussions of 
climate changes, the most important of which 
are afforestation and agricultural developments 
aimed at achieving a sustainable and healthy 
environment. 

Al-Sheikh added: What we are doing today is 
part of an initiative supported by our Partnerships 
Adviser, Professor Rabaa Hussein Makki Juma, 
who has contributed several trees for planting as 
part of the international initiative. This is part of 
a set of other initiatives, activities and programs 

that we will carry out in cooperation 
with the Kuwaiti society, especially 
the youth, in order to address 
climate challenges. He also pointed 
to other campaigns developed by 
the United Nations Office in Kuwait 
aimed at motivating young people 
to participate in initiatives in the 
transformation of energy use, waste 
disposal, recycling and combating 
desertification, as well as various 
programs related to agricultural 
and afforestation activities, noting 
that the UN aspires to involve many 

partners, both from the local community and civil 
society institutions.

Regarding his vision of the extent of Kuwait’s 
commitment to the outcomes of the Paris Climate 
Summit, he said: Most countries, including 
Kuwait, have committed to implementing 
national commitments, and since 2015, Kuwait 
has implemented many commitments, including 
dealing with the marine environment, air 
pollution, agriculture, and commitment to 
switching to clean and renewable energy. We 
hope that Kuwait will renew these commitments 
and add new initiatives to make the picture 
clearer about what it is doing in this field. 

UN keen to promote climate 
change mitigation efforts
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In a statement on International Day of 
Awareness of Food Loss and Wastage 
on 29 September, the UN Secretary-

General Representative and Resident 
Coordinator in Kuwait, Dr. Tareq Al-Sheikh, 
stressed the importance of Kuwaiti 
initiatives to raise the awareness of food 
waste management. He added that these 
efforts were evident through a series of 
national dialogues in cooperation with 
the public and private sectors and youth 
groups, who invest in improving the supply 
of the food chain. Moreover, he said that 
this occasion is an opportunity to invite 
everyone to prioritize actions and move 
forward with innovations to reduce food 
loss and waste towards restoring and 
building better and more resilient food 
systems. 

International Day of Awareness on 
Food Loss and Wastage on 29 September, 
and the upcoming World Food Day on 16 
October, highlight the need for increased 
awareness on the extent of food that is lost 
and wasted each year after it is produced. 
This undermines the sustainability of global 
food systems, which negatively impacts 
food security and food availability for the 
global community, and contributes to 
increasing the cost of food for everyone 
everywhere. 

According to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 
globally, around 14 percent of food 
produced is lost between harvest and 
retail (food loss). In addition, 17 percent of 
total global food production is wasted in 
households, food service and retail (food 
wastage). 

Estimates by the organization indicate 
that globally the more than 30 percent of 

loss sustained after food is produced led 
to over 690 million people going hungry 
to bed each day in 2019, with these figures 
likely to rise post-COVID.

A report by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) in March 
of this year revealed that the world’s 
wastage problem is much more than what 
was previously estimated.

The report found that:
• Around 931 million tonnes of food 

goes to waste each year. With nearly 
570 million tonnes  (61%) of this waste 
coming from households; 240 million 
tonnes (26%) from food service; and 
120 million tonnes (13%) from retail.

• This is in addition to the food loss 
suffered during production, storage, 
transportation and distribution of 
food produced globally. 

• If food loss and waste were a country, 
it would be the third biggest source 
of greenhouse gas emissions.  

• Food waste also burdens waste 
management systems, exacerbates 
food insecurity, making it a major 
contributor to the three planetary 
crises of climate change, nature and 
biodiversity loss, and pollution and 
waste. 

• Reducing waste could have 
significant social, economic and 
environmental benefits. 

• Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
12.3 aims to halve food waste and 
reduce food loss by 2030.

Previous studies had indicated that 
consumer food waste was exclusively a 
problem in developed countries, with 
food loss through production, storage and 
transportation thought to be particular 
issues in the developing world. However, 
the report found that household food waste 
per capita is similar across high-income, 
upper middle-income and lower-middle 
income countries. There was insufficient 
data on low-income ones. 

The global average of 74kg per capita of 
food wasted each year is remarkably similar 
from lower-middle income to high-income 
countries, suggesting that most countries 
have room to improve. Incidentally, the 
Middle East region had the highest average 
per capita food wastage each year at 110kg.

“We need, for example, to address the 
role of consumer behaviour, in all cultural 
contexts, in achieving the SDG target. Let 
us all shop carefully, cook creatively and 
make wasting food anywhere socially 
unacceptable while we strive to provide 
healthy, sustainable diets to all,” said 
Executive Director for UNEP Inger Andersen 
in a preface to the report.

In addition, a World Economic Forum 
(WEF) report estimates that food loss and 

wastage from field to fork costs the global 
economy $936 billion a year. Overall, food 
systems cost society $12 trillion dollars in 
health, economic and environmental costs 
– which is 20 percent more than the market 
value of food systems.

Here are a few suggestions by the WEF 
on what you can do individually to cut 
food wastage:

• Take smaller portions and eat what 
you take. Learn to love leftovers, so 
anything left can be frozen for later 
or added as ingredients in another 
meal. 

• Food scraps can also be composted, 
giving nutrients back to the soil and 
reducing your carbon footprint.

• Buying local produce enables 
consumers to help fight pollution by 
reducing delivery distances.

• Eating at least one non-meat based 
meal a week can also cut emissions 
associated with livestock farming.

• Any excess food can also be shared 
or donated – through in-person 
donations at food banks, or informal 
sharing with friends and family, or 
more recently via online apps.

Shop carefully, cook creatively, 
make food wastage unacceptable

Indian Embassy marks birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi

Embassy of India in Kuwait celebrated 
'Gandhi Jayanti' on the 152nd birth 

anniversary of ‘Mahatma Gandhi’, on Saturday, 
2 October.

Ambassador of India to Kuwait, H.E. Sibi 
George paid floral tributes at the statue of 
Mahatma Gandhi and welcomed members 
of the Indian diaspora and representatives of 
Indian associations in Kuwait to the event.

Addressing the audience, the Ambassador 
highlighted the importance of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s principles of altruism and non- 

violence and said, “We are all proud that the 
Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, makes 
every Indian proud every day.” 

"Gandhiji’s eternal words. ‘My Life is 
My Message’, continues to inspire billions, 
irrespective of their age, gender, religion or 
region. He is respected and adored across the 
continents for his contribution to humanity. 
He was one of those who spoke his mind, and 
did what he said — one of those few on whom 
no shadow fell between word and deed," said 
the ambassador.

The ambassador quoted the statement 
made by the UN Secretary General on the 
occasion, "Hatred, division and conflict 
have had their day. It is time to usher in a 
new era of peace, trust and tolerance. On 
this International Day of Non-Violence — 
Gandhi’s birthday — let us heed his message 
of peace, and commit to building a better 
future for all." 

During the ceremony, videos of the song 
‘Vaishnav Jan to Tene Kahiye’, sung by Kuwaiti 
and European artistes were screened.

The ambassador also took the opportunity 
to honor the winners of ‘Ambassador’s Cup 
for Elocution Competition’, which was held 
on 13 August. At the event, two Indian artistes 
presented a portrait of Mahatma Gandhi to 
the ambassador.

The event concluded by paying floral 
tributes at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi 
by representatives of all Indian associations 
in Kuwait. The event also received a huge 
response from Kuwait on the embassy's social 
media platforms
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SPECIAL TO THE TIMES KUWAIT

A star-studded line-
up of performers 

helped welcome the 
world to Expo 2020 
Dubai, decorating an 
opening ceremony that 
will be remembered for-
ever by the 3,000-strong 
audience, as well as mil-
lions across the globe 
who tuned in to virtu-

ally view the event.  With the golden ring 
of connectivity — the inspiration for the 
Expo 2020 Dubai logo  — raised up high 
at the magnificent Al Wasl Plaza, the es-
sence of the Expo site and the spectacular 
setting for the captivating ceremony, the 
most inclusive World Expo ever was offi-
cially underway.

In addition to music from some of the 
most influential artists on the planet and a 
beautiful live orchestra, a sensory overload 
of powerful visuals was beamed across 
Al Wasl Plaza’s dome, the world’s largest 
360-degree projection screen. 

The flags of Expo’s 192 participating 
nations, revealed via a domino effect 
as flags were opened one by one, was a 
visually stunning moment that also signified 
a reawakening of the world. 

The first star performer of the night was 
chart-topping British vocalist Ellie Goulding 
who belted out a resounding, uplifting 
version of Anything Can Happen; Andra 
Day enraptured the audience with Rise Up; 
Chinese concert pianist Lang Lang wowed 
with his wizardry; and four-time Grammy 
winning singer-songwriter Angelique 
Kidjo, together with renowned Saudi singer 
Mohammed Abdu, sang John Legend’s 
powerful If You’re Out There?

“It feels amazing to be in the UAE… I 
think we all need a pivotal moment in the 
world right now. I think the idea that this 
is something new is just a really great sign 

that things are changing for the better. And, 
you know, the UAE are really forward with 
their green initiatives and it is a pretty green 
place, as far as comparisons with some 
other countries and places. So I’m proud to 
be a part of it. And I think, like I said, it’s a 
moment that we need,” said Goulding.

Legendary Chinese musician maestro, 
Ylang Ylang said he also believes Expo 
2020 Dubai will bring more connected 
thinking. “Connecting minds…that’s how 
we improve. With great minds from different 
parts of the world, we create the future.  I 
have my own educational ideas that involve 
many creative minds. We’re trying to build 
music schools around the globe. The Expo 
2020 theme will inspire us to do more, and 
as we meet people here, we can create a 
better future together.”

However, it was celebrated tenor 
Andrea Bocelli who brought the house 
down, rounding off the night’s electrifying 
proceedings with one of his all-time 
classics, The Prayer, its lyrics of human 
connection concluding into the grand finale.

“I am very happy and honored to be here 
because, of course, it is one of the most 

important global events —  especially after 
a year as difficult as the one we have gone 
through. Therefore, it is a way for me to 
share with everyone great optimism, to look 
to the future with confidence,” explained 
Bocelli.

With more than 80 million albums under 
his belt, classical music’s biggest-selling 
living artist also said he likes to reflect all of 
the affection his audience has given him for 
many years, especially now more than ever. 

“We have all gone through a year that no 
one could ever have imagined. For a year, 
we have lost the essentials, our freedom in 
and, in a sense, and even our dignity. Now 
we finally see the light and I hope that this 
event will also help to instil in everyone a 
sense of optimism, a desire to achieve and 
to put what has been behind us,” concluded 
Bocelli. 

Other highlights included the official 
Expo song, This Is Our Time, sung by Arab 
artists Hussain Al Jassmi, Almas and Mayssa 
Karaa, while Emirati singing sensation 
Ahlam Alshamsi completed the formidable 
regional line-up. 

Oscar-winning composer A.R. Rahman’s 

all-women ensemble, the Firdaus Orchestra, 
comprising 50 musicians from across the 
Arab world, also proved a pivotal part of the 
ceremony’s inspiring journey. 

A feeling of warmth, respect, togetherness 
and camaraderie was palpable throughout 
the celebration, which also demonstrated 
that the world is primed and ready to re-
embrace live events. The stage is now set for 
Expo 2020 Dubai to host the biggest cultural 
gathering in the world, presenting a visually 
striking and emotionally inspiring 182 days, 

as more than 200 participants, including 
nations, multilateral organisations, 
businesses, and educational institutions, as 
well as millions of visitors, create the largest 
and most diverse World Expo ever.

Hermoine Macura-Noble is the first 
Australian English speaking News Anchor in 

the Middle East. She is also the Author of Faces 
of the Middle East  and Founder of US based 

501c3 charity - The House of Rest which helps 
to ease the suffering of victims of war. For 

more from our Contributing Editor, you can 
follow her on 

Instagram  @Hello_Hermoine

Expo 2020: Opening ceremony
unites millions around world
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The Cabinet is likely to take a final 
decision in the coming week on the 
issue of not renewing visas of those 

expats aged over 60, if they do not hold 

a university degree or diploma. While the 
ban on renewal of visas for this category of 
expatriates has been implemented by the 
Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) since 
January, opposition to the ban has been 
gaining ground since its imposition.

Opposition from private sector companies, 
non-governmental organizations to the 
ban had apparently led to PAM deciding to 
renew visas provided the visa holder pays a 
renewal fee of KD2,000 plus additional health 
insurance fees. Minister of Commerce and 
Industry Dr. Abdulla Al-Salman has come 
out strongly against the KD2,000 fees and 
has called for reducing this to a maximum of 
KD500. 

The difference of opinion regarding 
this issue between the DIrector-General 
of PAM, Ahmed Al Mousa and Minister 
Al-Salman who is Chairman of PAM, has 
led to a stalemate, with the ball now in 
the Cabinet’s court. Meanwhile , public 
opposition to the ban on renewal of visas, 
and the exorbitant fees being charged for 
renewals has been mounting. 

Labor unions, industry and banking chiefs 
and the Chairman of the Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) are the latest 
voices to come out in support of retaining 
workers, especially technical workers, aged 
over 60, even if they have no college degree. 
They point out that many of these workers are 

highly experienced in their specializations and 
replacing them with young, inexperienced 
workers will cost companies heavily. The 
KCCI chief Muhammad Al Saqr has called on 
His Highness the Prime Minister to directly 
intervene in this matter and amend the 
decision.

Industry chiefs say that the skilled workers 
that the companies depend on do not 
need university degrees, but experience, 
competence, and courses inside and 
outside Kuwait, and that these workers have 
developed their skills to keep pace with the 
development of the industry, which cost the 
owners of these businesses exorbitant sums 
of money. 

Support for over 60s visa renewal increases

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Of the smaller economies among the six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, 
a relatively high $4.1 billion in investments 
went to Oman, and a little over $1 billion to 
Bahrain. 

The two remaining GCC member states, 
Qatar and Kuwait, registered negative FDI 
inflows, meaning that disinvestment by foreign 
investors was higher than the capital newly 
invested in the country. In its commentary 
on the WIR to the region, the Economic 
Intelligence Unit (EIU), the research and 
analysis division of the UK-based Economic 
Times, attributed Qatar’s negative inflows 
to withdrawals triggered by the recently 
ended economic boycott by several regional 
states. The EIU added that negative foreign 
investment flows to Kuwait were due to its 
highly unattractive investment environment 
that routinely attracted very low levels of FDI.

Kuwait has been experimenting with 
FDI for nearly a decade now. While there 
were rudimentary laws governing foreign 
investments such as Company Law of 1980 
that limited foreign participation in any 
business to 49 percent of the company’s 
equity, these were considered too restrictive 
to attract foreign investment. Kuwait began 
to fully embrace the concept of Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) only in 2013 by enacting 
the ‘Foreign Direct Investment’ Law 116 of 
2013, which provided inter alia a loophole for 
investors from the restrictions imposed by the 
archaic Company Law.  

In line with the new law, the government 
set up Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion 
Authority (KDIPA), a public entity with financial 
and administrative independence, authorized 
to grant licenses enabling foreign individuals 
or enterprises to own up to 100 percent equity 
in a company. The first foreign investment 
under the new law was promising, and made 
by no less than the American multinational 
technology conglomerate IBM. The entry of 
IBM was heralded with great fanfare and gave 
rise to speculation that the country was finally 
about to turn a new chapter in attracting 
international investments. But, since then, 
progress in this field has been less than stellar, 
even by regional standards, as shown by the 
latest UNCTAD report. 

Marred by the global pandemic, FDI flows 
to most regions across the globe witnessed a 
decline in 2020. An anomaly to this decline was 
Asia, in particular the GCC area saw FDI inflows 
increase by 12.4 percent on an annual basis. 
It is unfortunate that even in this attractive 
investment climate, the inflows to Kuwait 
were negative. Notwithstanding the figures 
published in the annual WIR, media reports last 
week on the performance of KDIPA painted a 
rosy picture of foreign investments in Kuwait. 
The reports highlighted how the investment 
promoter successfully attracted more than 
42 foreign companies and 11 representative 
offices to Kuwait. 

The report went on to note that technology 
stalwarts stepping in with foreign investments 
included American firms Microsoft, Honeywell 
Process Solutions, EZ Energy Services, and 
General Electric, as well as the Chinese 
multinational Huawei Technologies. These 
companies, said the report, offered training 
opportunities for Kuwaiti citizens in the use of 
modern technology and techniques. While no 
one doubts the capability of these companies 
in their respective domains and their ability 
to provide training to national youth, what 
went unsaid in the report was the number of 
investments cited represented the total FDI 
stock since 2015.

The law establishing KDIPA in 2013 mandated 
it to attract, promote, and encourage foreign 
investment, as well as review and evaluate 
applications in their potential to provide value 
added and innovation based direct investment 
into Kuwait. Among the four main criteria used 
by KDIPA in evaluating investor applications is 
their potential to train, educate and create job 
opportunities for national manpower; transfer 
of technology, know-how, and innovative 
processes; diversify the state’s economic base; 
and, utilize local products and services.

The Authority has also been authorized to 
accord investors with attractive incentives, 
including exemptions from tax and customs 
duties for up to ten years and access to 
land on subsidized terms. The granting of 
investment license and incentives were at the 
discretion of KDIPA based on a Public Scoring 
Mechanism (PSM) set up in 2016 and amended 
in 2019. Under the amended decision, KDIPA 
introduced sustainable development as a 
fifth criteria in its evaluation process, and 
introduced a total of 15 sub-criteria in assessing 
whether to reject or accept an application and 
what incentives were to be applicable.

As per the KDIPA’s amended decision 329 of 
2019, investment application that do not meet 
with at least 5 sub-criteria out of the 15 will not 
be accepted; applications that comply with 5 
to 8 sub-criteria will be given an investment 
license without any incentives; investors that 
meet 9-12 sub-criteria will be entitled to an 
investment license plus one of the incentives 
— exemption from paying customs duty or 
income tax, or receiving subsidized land. 
Applications that fulfill 13 or more of the 
sub-criteria will be granted all applicable 
incentives. 

Foreign Investment experts say that while 
KDIPA needs to bring in more clarity on a 
number of issues related to its FDI policies 
and incentives, other areas that need to be 
strengthened to attract more investments to 
the country include improving transparency 
in functioning of institutional  frameworks, 
enhancing market access, and lowering 
comparative costs. However, arguably what 
deters foreign investments the most has to 
be the prevailing political instability brought 
on by the contentious relations between 
the executive and legislative branches of 
government. 

In a reflection on this ongoing belligerence, 
last week His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah instructed the 
executive and legislative to hold a national 
dialogue. He urged both sides to put aside 
their differences and pool their efforts and 
resources towards resolving all problems 
facing citizens and the country so as to 
push forward along the path of growth and 
development. Much like most of its brotherly 
states in the GCC, Kuwait has ambitious 
strategic plans to achieve progress moving 
ahead, but it is in the implementation phase 
that Kuwait flounders and leaves much to be 
desired. 

The late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah envisaged the country’s future 
through his Vision 2035 - New Kuwait, which 
aims to transform Kuwait into a financial 
and trade hub in the region that is attractive 
to investors, and where the private sector 
leads the economy. To further this vision, the 
National Development Plan, which sets the 
country’s long-term development priorities, 
has made developing a prosperous diversified 
economy that relies less on oil revenues 
a priority, sought to bring about greater 
private sector participation in the economy, 
provide gainful employment opportunities for 
national youth, and make the country more 
attractive to investors. 

Despite the desire to attract FDI to the 
country, UNCTAD data shows FDI plays a 
relatively small role in Kuwait’s economy. One 
reason is the presence of oil which accounts 
for nearly half of the country’s GDP and almost 
90 percent of its export revenues. Generations 
in Kuwait, deluded by the assumption that 
their country sits on a never-ending supply of  
‘black gold’ and complacent in the knowledge 
that the nation is among the largest producers 
and exporters of oil in the world, have grown 
up with a sense of entitlement based on the 
notion that the good times would continue to 
roll forever. 

Mild and severe jolts to this blissful fallacy 
during the Souk Manakh mess in the 1980s, 
the Iraqi invasion and its aftermath in the 
1990s, the financial crisis in 2008, or regional 
turmoils two years later did nothing to deter 
this premise among most people. It was only 
following the precipitous fall in oil prices in 
mid-2014 that at least some people began to 
wake up to the idea that the days of easy money 
were drawing to a close. The sharp fall in oil 
revenues coming on the heels of economic 
and political upheavals during the period, 
did if nothing else, jostle the government 
out of its stupor. The growing realization that 
cash reserves in the treasury were depleting 
faster than they could be replenished, and a 
budget deficit was looming ahead, forced the 
authorities to seriously consider generating 
other sources of income. 

With the budget bill for the fiscal year 
2021-22 approved by parliament in June 
predicting a budget deficit of around KD12 
billion, economic diversification, resource 

collateralization for debt financing, greater 
private-sector participation, and Kuwaitization 
of jobs stopped being mere catch-phrases 
and began to be pursued in earnest by the 
authorities. Adding to the sentiment to 
diversify income was the pursuit of Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI). However, inflow of 
FDI to the country has persistently dropped 
each year since 2016, when it was $419 million, 
to reach the dismal negative inflow of $319 
million in 2020. 

In the meantime, total FDI stock — the 
cumulative value of capital and reserves in 
the economy attributable to FDI — stood at 
around $14 billion, equivalent to 13 percent of 
the country’s GDP in 2020. In contrast, during 
2020, FDI stock represented nearly 94 percent 
of GDP in Bahrain in 2020, 56 percent in Oman, 
42.6 percent in the UAE, 34.5 percent in Saudi 
Arabia, and 19.6 percent of GDP in Qatar. 

While the yearly value of FDI flows are 
important, the positive FDI stock matters more 
as it generates new FDI capital that flows to 
the country, through reinvestment of earnings 
and sequential flows to FDI. It also matters 
more, for the specialization and deepening 
global integration that it brings through 
production networks and for generating the 
benefits associated with FDI. 

As the report on KDIPA this week revealed, 
nearly all of the FDI flows and stocks in Kuwait 
were in the services sector. Information systems 
accounted for 37.3  percent of investments,  
while 24.5 percent were in oil and gas services, 
and 20.4 percent in health, energy, water and 
training services. Experts remain ambiguous 
on the merits of investments in the services 
sector to the country; what Kuwait needs 
is more investments in the manufacturing 
sector. In particular, investments through 
public private partnerships in state-of-
art, sustainable manufacturing processes 
and industries capable of transforming the 
country’s hydrocarbon extracts to high-value 
finished goods that are in global demand. 

In addition to diversifying the country’s 
exports and income revenues, employment 
in these high-tech industries through training 
and education of youth will also meet a major 
goal outlined by Vision 2035, as well as assist 
the government in providing job opportunities 
for young nationals. Recurring budget deficits 
and reserve depletions in the treasury have 
brought Kuwait to an inflection point where to 
meet its long-term objectives the country will 
need to gain a greater share of the shrinking 
global FDI market, in competition or in 
cooperation with regional neighbors. 

Kuwait has several attributes that make it an 
attractive destination for foreign investments, 
a copious wealth fund, high per capita 
income, prudent monetary policies, a stable 
banking system, a vibrant stock market and a 
technologically savvy youth demographic that 
accounts for over 60 percent of the population. 
Success in leveraging these components to 
draw in investments could very well determine 
the country’s future trajectory.

Reviving FDI transformative to Kuwait
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In accordance with amendments to the 
Constitution of Uzbekistan, 24 October 
2021 has been determined as the day 

for presidential elections in the country.
Elections will be held in a transparent 

manner on the basis of updated national 
electoral legislation and in accordance 
with generally recognized international 
standards, as well as democratic principles.

Since 2016 Uzbekistan has entered a 
new stage of development. Over the past 
period, a large number of cardinal reforms 
have been implemented, covering all 
spheres of the socio-political and economic 
life of society. At the same time, among the 
most important directions in the country 
are democratic transformations aimed 
at ensuring human rights and freedoms, 
liberalizing of social and political life, and 
freedom of the media.

The Central Election Commission 
organizes their activities for the 
preparation and conduct of presidential 
elections on the basis of the principles of 
legality, independence, openness, publicity 
and transparency. On 14 September 
Uzbekistan’s Central Election Commission 
(CEC)  registered five candidates nominated 
by the country’s five political parties for the 
upcoming presidential elections. There will 
be a total of 14 electoral districts and 10,776 
polling stations. 

The pre-election campaign for the 
presidential elections  started on 20 
September.

Incumbent President Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev was nominated earlier this month by 
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party. Other 
presidential candidates include Bakhrom 
Abdukhalimov from the Adolat (Justice) 
Social Democratic Party, Alisher Kadirov 
from Milliy Tiklanish (National Revival) and 
Narzullo Oblomuradov from the Ecological 
Parties. The only female candidate, Maksu-
da Varisova, is from the People’s Democrat-
ic Party.

According to Uzbek election laws, the 
president is elected for a five-year term and 
can serve no more than two consecutive 
terms. Candidates are nominated only 
by registered political parties and should 
be at least 35 years old, fluent in the state 
language, permanently residing in the 
territory of Uzbekistan for at least ten years.

Participation of international 
organizations and foreign observers is 

essential for the conduct of open and 
transparent democratic elections. Election 
observation in most countries is an 
important aspect for promoting political 
rights of people. In this regard, the Election 
Commission signed memorandums 
of cooperation with leading media 
organizations to cover the election 
campaigns of the elections. 

The Election Code of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan stipulates that observers 
from other countries and international 
organizations can participate in all activities 
implemented during preparation and 

conduct of elections, as well as be present 
at polling stations and counting of votes on 
election day.

The elections are taking place in the 
context of cardinal changes and democratic 
reforms, and a new political environment 
which is attracting more attention from 
the international community. Over the 
past years, there has been an increase in 
the number of foreign and international 
observers in elections: in the 2016 
presidential election there were 555 (296 
in 2015) foreign observers, and in the 2019 

parliamentary elections their number 
reached 825 (331 in 2014). 

The last elections were observed 
by representatives of international 
organizations such as the OSCE Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, 
the Commonwealth of Independent 
States, the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, 
the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, 
as well as observers from legislative and 
electoral bodies of foreign countries.

On 13 September the OSCE Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
(ODIHR) opened an election observation 
Mission (EOM) for the presidential election. 
The mission consists of a core team of 11 
experts based in Tashkent and 28 long-
term observers, who will be deployed 
throughout the country from 24 September. 
In addition, ODIHR plans to request OSCE 
countries to send 250 short-term observers, 
who will arrive several days before election 
day.

The mission will assess whether 

the election is held in line with OSCE 
commitments and other international 
obligations and standards for democratic 
elections, as well as in line with national 
legislation. Observers will closely monitor 
fundamental aspects of the election such 
as voter registration, campaign activities, 
the work of the election administration 
and relevant government bodies, election-
related legislation and its implementation, 
and the resolution of election-related 
disputes. The mission will also monitor 
media coverage of the campaign. Meetings 
with representatives of relevant authorities 
and political parties, civil society, the media 
and the international community form an 
integral part of the observation.

An interim report will be published to 
update the public and media during the 
course of the observation. The day after 
the elections, a statement of preliminary 
findings will be presented at a press 
conference, and ODIHR will publish a 
final report summing up the observation 
and making recommendations for 
improvements approximately two months 
after the end of the election process.

High-level observers from the State of 
Kuwait have also been invited to participate 
in the upcoming presidential elections 
in Uzbekistan. Also, the elections will be 
covered by representatives of the leading 
Kuwaiti media. By participating in elections, 
observers collect information to assess the 
current electoral process, study electoral 
legislation and practice and evaluate 
performance of electoral commissions.

Uzbekistan to hold presidential 
elections in transparent manner

The Election Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
stipulates that observers from other countries and 
international organizations can participate in all 
activities implemented during preparation and 

conduct of elections, as well as be present at polling 
stations and counting of votes on election day.
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Climate Action Network International, 
and a steering committee member 

for the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty 
Initiative.

Lili Fuhr, Head of the International 
Environmental Policy Division of the Heinrich 
Böll Foundation, is a steering committee 
member for the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Initiative and a founding board 
member of the Climate Justice Fund.

The northern summer of 2021 has brought 
a series of record-breaking natural disasters. 
The list — which includes intense flooding in 
China and Western Europe, heatwaves and 
drought in North America, extreme drought 
in Africa, and wildfires in the sub-Arctic and 
Southern Europe — is long, growing, and 
global.

This is the beginning of climate chaos, 
and it delivers a stark message: we can 
no longer rely on historical patterns 
to inform predictions of future natural 
disasters. Notably, the latest report by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) more clearly attributes extreme 
weather events to humans’ influence on the 
climate, pointing out that fossil fuels have 
caused 86% of carbon-dioxide emissions in 
the past decade.

For decades, a small number of extremely 
rich and powerful private and state-owned 
firms have profited greatly from selling 
these fuels while deceiving the public and 
influencing governments to forestall political 
action to tackle climate change. Big Oil’s 
strategies to preserve its business model 
for as long as possible are well documented. 
Facebook ads promoting their ‘climate 
friendliness’ and ‘green gas’ were viewed 431 
million times in 2020 alone.

Such corporate deceit is especially 
problematic for countries in the Global South, 
which are striving to improve their economic 
security and risk locking themselves into 
dirty infrastructure assets that will become 

stranded. In fact, every region has high 
renewable energy potential. International 
collaboration and support, particularly 
finance from the Global North, is essential to 
realizing it.

The lack of an international mechanism 
directly addressing fossil fuels means that 
the industry has continued to expand 
significantly, even since the 2015 Paris 
climate agreement was signed. According to 
the United Nations’ Production Gap Report, 
planned fossil-fuel production in 2030 is 
currently 120 percent greater than would be 
allowed under a 1.5° Celsius carbon budget.

Implementing these plans would 
threaten to trigger runaway climate change. 
But their backers seem to be getting away 
with it, clearly showing that political 

leaders have turned a blind eye to this 
most obvious driver of climate chaos. Even 
so-called climate champions like Canada, 
the United Kingdom, the United States, 
and Norway are approving new fossil-fuel 
projects while sounding the climate alarm 
in step with the IPCC.

While focusing on minimizing emissions 
might have been a sensible approach in the 
early 1990s, it is clearly not enough today. 
We also need a complementary mechanism 

explicitly geared toward constraining fossil-
fuel supply. Emerging initiatives such as 
the Beyond Oil and Gas Alliance can serve 
as forums that establish a new norm of 
climate leadership and create political 
space to advance discussions among first 
movers and vulnerable countries. But as 
political momentum grows, a pathway 
for establishing an international legal 
instrument needs to be worked out. One 
tool that is gaining global support and 
would help to put us on a meaningful path 
toward a livable climate is a Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

Such a treaty would emulate existing 
international agreements that aim to reduce 
the threat of nuclear weapons, landmines, 
ozone depletion, and other security risks. 

And it would be based on the three pillars of 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

On the first pillar of a future treaty, non-
proliferation, the world has made significant 
progress in the past few months. The 
International Energy Agency said that any 
new fossil-fuel development will conflict 
with the Paris agreement’s goals, G7 
members agreed to stop financing new coal 
projects, and many jurisdictions banned all 
new fossil fuel permits.

The second pillar is a feasible phaseout. 
Most climate scientists agree that we need 
to wind down existing fossil-fuel stockpiles 
and production. Even without any new coal, 
oil, or gas projects, the world would produce 
35% more oil and 69% more coal by 2030 
than is consistent with a 1.5°C pathway.

Third, a new treaty should help to enable a 
just transition away from fossil fuels through 
a process of international cooperation that 
has equity at its core. Wealthy fossil-fuel-
producing economies would lead the way 
and share the benefits and burdens of the 
transition with poorer countries, workers, 
and affected communities. This should 
include the provision of financial resources 
to enable policymakers to implement and 
sustain necessary climate policies.

Hundreds of organizations representing 
thousands of individuals have joined the 
call for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
Earlier this year, the Dalai Lama and 100 
other Nobel laureates called for an end to 
fossil-fuel expansion, while more than 2,000 
academics and scientists have signaled their 
support in an open letter.

We will have to live in a world in which 
extreme climate events become more 
intense and frequent. But the first rule of 
getting out of a hole is to stop digging. And 
that requires not succumbing to the power 
and influence of the fossil-fuel lobby and its 
political allies.

Finding viable solutions for managing 
the fossil-fuel industry’s decline is now 
more critical than ever. A Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty offers a vision and path 
for what true international climate leadership 
and cooperation could look like.

TASNEEM ESSOP AND LILI FUHR
A former EU high representative for foreign affairs 
and security policy, secretary-general of NATO, and 
foreign minister of Spain, is Distinguished Fellow at the 
Brookings Institution.
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While focusing on minimizing emissions might 
have been a sensible approach in the early 1990s, 

it is clearly not enough today. We also need a 
complementary mechanism explicitly geared 

toward constraining fossil-fuel supply.

A Non-Proliferation Treaty for Fossil Fuels

ISSUES
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The global COVID-19 pandemic that robbed the world of a year has 
also brought about significant changes in lifestyle, including in 
how we go about our daily lives at home and in the workplace. 

There is also greater awareness about the quality of air we breathe and the 
need to improve it, especially in small enclosed spaces. 

A new study has now found that the air quality within an office can 
have a pronounced impact on the cognitive function of employees, 
including in their ability to focus and in their response times that 
adversely affects their productivity. 

The study by a team of researchers at Harvard T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health in the United States found a direct link between the 
quality of air and productivity among workers. The scientists found that 
increased concentrations of fine particulate matter (PM2.5) and lower 
ventilation rates —  measured using carbon dioxide (CO2) as a proxy — 
were associated with slower response times and reduced accuracy on a 
series of cognitive tests. 

In their observations, the researchers noted that at concentrations 
of PM2.5 and CO2 levels that are common within many indoor 
environments, the participants displayed an acute reduction in cognitive 
function. 

Office air quality impacts productivity
This new study adds to the emerging evidence that 

air pollution leads to short-term effects that have an 
impact on our brain. The findings show that increases in 
PM2.5 levels and low ventilation rates were associated 
with acute reductions in cognitive function. Overall, 
the study suggests that poor indoor air quality affects 
health and productivity significantly more than was 
previously understood.

A growing body of research has shown that indoor 
and outdoor air pollution diminishes cognitive function. 
While it is well known that air pollutants such as PM2.5 
can penetrate indoor environments, few studies 
have focused on how indoor exposures to PM2.5 and 
outdoor air ventilation rates affect cognition. The team 
behind the new study noted that this is a particularly 
important area of research given the high percentage 
of time people spend indoors, especially office workers.

To better understand the issue, the research team 
enrolled more than 300 office workers in cities across 
China, India, Mexico, Thailand, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States. All participants were between 
the ages of 18 and 65, worked at least three days a week 
in an office building, and had a permanent workstation 
within the office. Each participant’s workspace was 
outfitted with an environmental sensor that monitored 
in real-time concentrations of PM2.5 and CO2, as well 
as temperature and relative humidity. Additionally, 
each participant had a custom-designed app on their 
phones through which cognitive tests and surveys 
could be administered.

Study participants were prompted to participate in 
tests and surveys at pre-scheduled times or when the 
environmental sensors detected levels of PM2.5 and 
CO2 that fell below or exceeded certain thresholds. Two 
types of tests were administered: One test required 
employees to correctly identify the color of displayed 
words and was used to evaluate cognitive speed and 

inhibitory control — the ability to focus on relevant 
stimuli when irrelevant stimuli are also present. The 
second test consisted of basic arithmetic questions 
and was used to assess cognitive speed and working 
memory.

The study found that response times on the color-
based test were slower as PM2.5 and CO2 levels 
increased. They also found that accuracy on the color-
based test was affected by PM2.5 and CO2 levels. 
For the arithmetic-based test, the study found that 
increases in CO2 but not PM2.5 were associated with 
slower response times. As concentrations of both 
pollutants increased, however, participants completed 
fewer questions correctly in the allotted test time.

“With the world now rightly focused on COVID-19, 
strategies like better ventilation and filtration have 
been found to be key to slowing infectious disease 
transmission indoors,” said one member of the 
research team. The new study gains importance in light 
of its findings that poor air quality and ventilation also 
leads to lower cognitive function and productivity of 
workers in offices. The study also draws attention to 
the need to have buildings with good air quality, as it 
is foundational to public health and is a sound business 
strategy.

Sneaky retail store layouts 
influence food choices

Healthcare providers and consumer protection advocates have 
for long been promoting and encouraging healthy eating habits 
among people to help prevent several non-communicable 

diseases that are linked to poor dietary habits.
Now, researchers at Southampton University in the United Kingdom 

say that helping people eat better could be as simple as rearranging the 
layout of local supermarkets.

The researchers found that many retail outlets tend to use crafty store 
layouts in order to drive sales. For instance, by placing sugary treats such 
as chocolates, candies and gums close to checkout counters and at nearby 
aisle-ends, consumers are attracted to make impulsive purchases that are 
often detrimental to health. 

Replacing these unhealthy products with foods like fruits and 
vegetables at these high footfall points can encourage people to make 
healthier food choices, said the team behind the study. The study gains 
added significance, as poor food choices are often an underlying cause 
for the prevailing high obesity and cardiovascular disease rates found in 
many countries.

The study, which was conducted in coordination with the UK 
supermarket chain Iceland Foods, collected data on dietary patterns 

of regular customers from 
the supermarket’s outlets 
spread across England. The 
customers were monitored 
on their purchases and store 
sales were recorded over a 
period of time, before and 
after rearranging the layout 
of the stores. 

In rearranging store 
layouts, the researchers 
referred to previous 
marketing research studies 
that have shown how 

product placement can influence purchasing decisions. Studies reveal 
that placing products near the store entrance, aisle-ends, and checkouts 
makes them more easily visible and accessible to customers, while placing 
sugary treats at a lower shelf level entices young shoppers to add these 
to the shopping cart. All these methods ultimately lead to more sales of 
these products and more profits for retailers, but at the expense of your 
health and that of your loved ones.

The researchers then applied this marketing strategy to drive more 
healthy food purchases by customers. They removed sweets from the 
checkouts and the end of nearby aisles and replaced them with water and 
nonfood items. They also enlarged the fruit and vegetable section and 
moved it near the store entrance.

The study found that when these changes were made, the store-wide 
sales of sweets decreased, while fruit and vegetables sales increased. In 
number terms, the layout changes led to around 1,500 fewer portions 
of sweets being purchased in each store on a weekly basis. Also, nearly 
10,000 more portions of fruits and vegetables were purchased from 
each store weekly, which led to an improvement in the dietary quality of 
customers involved.

Nutritionists and dieticians say that irrespective of store layouts, people 
can employ a few tactics of their own to avoid impulsive purchases during 
their shopping visits. 

Using smartphone apps: With nearly everyone having access to a 
smartphone it is easy to access online apps that promote healthy eating 
habits, and help people make better food choices. Many of these apps 
have personal health trackers and guidelines that provide a score for 
products based on such criteria as health and fitness goals, calorie-
counters, or specified dietary preferences, like vegetarian or gluten-
free diets. 
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The COVID-19 crisis is pushing the world 
to the brink. The pandemic has killed 
more than 4.7 million people, caused 

global GDP to decline by 4.6 percent  in 2020, 
and pushed around 124 million more people 
into extreme poverty. Today, nearly one in 
three people globally do not have enough 
food to eat, while conflicts and climate-
change-induced natural disasters are forcing 
families from their homes. And the resulting 
school disruptions are leaving crisis-affected 
children ever-further behind.

When world leaders launched Education 
Cannot Wait, the United Nations’ global fund 
for education in emergencies and protracted 
crises, at the 2016 World Humanitarian 
Summit, 75 million children and youth 
globally were being denied their right to an 
education as a result of conflict, displacement, 
and natural disaster.

Fast forward to the present. As COVID-19 
continues to ravage the world’s least-
developed countries, and with other crises 
on the rise, the number of children who are 
out of school has increased to an estimated 
128 million. This is a rough estimate that will 
likely increase as the world’s multiplying 
crises deepen, and it is already more than 
the population of Japan, or the populations 
of France and Italy combined. At the same 
time, two in three students globally are still 
affected by school closures. Many of them, 
particularly girls, may never return to full-time 

education, raising the risk of a surge in child 
marriage and child labor.

Education is the foundation for peace, 
stability, economic prosperity, and social 
progress. With the pandemic, climate change, 
and geopolitical shifts placing the world at an 
inflection point that will define the trajectory 
of human development for generations 
to come, we must move urgently to make 
education a top priority.

At this year’s UN High-Level Political 
Forum on Sustainable Development, UN 
Secretary-General António Guterres asked 
leaders to rethink how we allocate resources 
and respond to global challenges as we race 
to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals by 2030. It is hard to imagine a better 
investment than education.

For starters, investing in education 
for all, including crisis-affected children, 
could contribute significantly to long-term 
economic growth. Studies indicate that 
each additional year of learning can raise 
incomes by 8-10percent. Likewise, the World 
Bank estimates that enabling every girl 
to complete 12 years of education could 
generate an additional $15-30 trillion in 
lifetime productivity and earnings.

Research also shows that violent conflict 
drops by up to 37 percent when girls and 
boys have equal access to education. And 
closing gender gaps in education can 
contribute to curbing climate change and 
hunger, and to fostering respect for human 
rights. A generation of women professionals 
and leaders could be empowered to break 
cycles of poverty, violence, displacement, 
and hunger. In fact, the economic gains from 
expanding girls’ education alone could far 
outweigh the financial costs of the necessary 
investments, yielding benefits lasting for 
generations.

For businesses, this economic windfall 
promises to create new markets, promote 
stability in regions where there is now chaos, 
and strengthen the long-term viability of 
investments. Entrepreneurs in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America will gain pathways to 
establish a new generation of enterprises.

For governments, the promise of faster 
economic growth means more revenue. And 
more resources will enable policymakers to 
respond more strongly to the climate crisis, 
bolster environmental protection, build roads 
and productive infrastructure, and provide 
basic health care, education, and social 
services. But children caught in conflict zones 
and on the brink of starvation will reap the 
greatest benefits. For them, quality education 
means safe spaces to learn, mental-health 
services, school-based nutrition programs, 
and access to water and sanitation. Just $220 
annually can provide a child living in a crisis 
setting with a holistic quality education, 
whereas internal displacement costs the 
global economy over $20 billion a year, or 
about $390 per displaced person.

While some progress has been made, more 

needs to be done now. At a recent global 
roundtable co-organized by the United 
Kingdom, Canada, the UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR), and Education Cannot Wait, the UN 
Special Envoy for Global Education, Gordon 
Brown, highlighted World Bank estimates 
indicating that meeting the educational needs 
of refugee children alone will cost over $4.8 
billion per year.

We must catalyze the investments needed 
to fill this gap. Specifically, public donors, the 
private sector, and key stakeholders such as 
philanthropic foundations, high-net-worth 
individuals and local governments must 
urgently mobilize hundreds of millions of 
dollars in additional funding for Education 
Cannot Wait. 

As we rethink humanitarian and 
development interventions in the twenty-
first century, education must be central to 
our response to the multiplying disruptions 
associated with COVID-19, violent conflict, 
and climate change. We must take bold action 
now. For the millions of children whose future 
is threatened by today’s crises, education 
cannot wait.

YASMINE SHERIF
Director of Education Cannot Wait.
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