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The year 2021 began on a note 
of high hope in Kuwait with ex-
pectations rife that the new gov-

ernment formed under H.H. the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khalid Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah, would provide the strong 
leadership that the country direly need-
ed to overcome the many challenges 
it faced. The speculation was that the 
new 15-member cabinet, comprising 
two ministers from the previous gov-
ernment and 13 new faces with years of 
experience in public life, would be able 
to work cohesively with the elected 
parliament to find effective solutions to 
critical issues confronting Kuwait.

However, these hopes, expecta-
tions and assumptions at the start of 

2021 were shattered when barely 13 
days into the new year, the prime min-
ister submitted the resignation of his 
cabinet to H.H. the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, citing inability 
to work with a confrontational parlia-

ment. The cabinet’s resignation fol-
lowed a motion in parliament to ques-
tion the prime minister, which received 
overwhelming support from lawmak-
ers in the 50-seat assembly.  
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In an exclusive interview with 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary 

of State at the US Department of 
State, Daniel Benaim, the Founder 
and CEO of Reconnaissance Re-
search, Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri, probed 
several matters of bilateral interest 
to Kuwait and the United States. 
Excerpts from the interview are in-
cluded below.
How important are human rights 
and freedoms of expression to the 
US administration in our region?
President Biden and Secretary 

Blinken have committed to elevat-
ing the role of human rights in 
our foreign policy, especially with 
our partners that we care deeply 
about, such as Kuwait.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

US supports strengthening
democratic institutions in Kuwait
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The projected budget deficit for 
fiscal year 2021-2022 (FY 2021-22) 
iis expected to reduce sharply 

following the surge in oil prices since the 
upswing in global economy from the start 
of the year.

Figures released by the Ministry of 
Finance show the budget deficit dropped 
by around KD755 million during the 
first eight months of fiscal 2021/2022, 
compared to the deficit of KD4.7 billion 
during the corresponding period in the last 
fiscal. Total budget revenues from April to 

November 2021 stood at KD11.3 billion, of 
which, KD10.1 billion was from oil exports, 
while KD1.2 billion came from non-oil 
revenues. During the same period, budget 
expenditures were about KD12 billion.

Meanwhile, the Kuwait Investment 
Authority (KIA), which manages the 
country’s sovereign wealth fund, is set 
to auction several real estate properties 
from its investment holdings, in line with 
its commitment to exit the National Real 
Estate Portfolio. The first phase of the 
auctioning will be held on 28 December, 

when the authority will put on the block 
nearly half of its real estate portfolio, while 
the second tranche will be auctioned at a 
date to be announced later.

The proceeds from the auction will be 
transferred to the General Reserve Fund 
(GRF) so as to buttress the fund, and also 
provide a corpus to meet the government’s 
need for liquidity. The face value of the real 
estate properties being put to auction is 
around KD230 million, but expectations are 
that market demand could raise this to over 
KD300 million during the auction process.

High oil prices narrows budget deficit

Jahra Natural Reserve opened its gates to 
the public from Wednesday,22 December, 

following inauguration of the environmental 
reserve by  Chairman and Director-General of 
Environment Public Authority (EPA), Sheikh 
Abdullah Ahmad Al-Humoud Al-Sabah a day 
earlier.

Speaking to the media on the occasion, 
Sheikh Abdullah said that this is the first 
ecotourism project in Kuwait to be opened 
to receive visitors with the aim of increasing 
environmental awareness and appreciating 
the country’s biodiversity and varied 
landscape. Public can visit the reserve with 
prior appointment through the EPA’s official 
website at https://epa.org.kw/ . 

Each visit will be for an hour and a half, 
during which the public relations team from 
EPA will guide visitors and take them on a 
tour inside the reserve, he added. Revamping 
of basic infrastructure at the reserve took 
several years and was accomplished through 
coordination between EPA and the Ministry of 
Public Works, which supplied the reserve with 
water, explained the EPA chief. 

The Jahra Natural Reserve (Al-Kuwaisat) 
, which was established in 1987 under the 
supervision of the Environment Public 
Authority, was included in the ‘green list’ by 
the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) in 2019, as a haven for endemic 
and migratory birds. 

The natural reserve, which lies along 
the western coastline of Kuwait Bay, is 
the country’s largest inland marsh area 
and consists of a number of shallow pools 
surrounded by extensive grass-reed beds, 
salt marshes, scattered tamarisk thickets 
and sandy tidal (sabkha) flats. Small lookout 
towers erected by the authorities, which 
provides scenic views of surrounding vast 
sandy sabkha, the shallow sea and the Jal Az-
Zor escarpment in the background, highlights 
the country’s varied landscape. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Director General of 
Technical Affairs at EPA Dr. Abdullah Al-Zaidan 
said in a press statement that the opening of 
the reserve coincided with the global events 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The reserve is one 

of the important sites for migratory birds, as 
it contains about 400 species, in addition to 
the endangered greater spotted eagle, which 
visits the reserve annually and spends a period 
of 4-10 months there, he pointed out. 

EPA has many studies and projects with 
volunteer teams, including Kuwait Foundation 
for the Advancement of Sciences, where 
tracking devices have recently encountered 

eagles, including the greater spotted eagle, 
as Kuwait currently has the largest number 
of them, he said. Since it is an endangered 
species, the bird is being tracked by EPA 
to implement international agreements 
in this regard, added the statement. He 
also confirmed that plans are underway 
to increase protected areas and reserves 
to reach 15 percent of the total area of the 
country, indicating that the reserve amounts 
to 3.4 square kilometers, while the expansion 
to the south and north of the reserve reaches 
18 square kilometers. 

Jahra Natural Reserve
to welcome visitors

MoI continues 
ban on renewal 
of expat licenses
The woes of expatriate drivers seem to 

keep increasing by the day. Not only are 
they blamed for all the wrongs on our roads, 
from creating traffic congestion, to driving 
haphazardly, and not following traffic rules and 
regulations, they are also singled out for special 
belittling treatment when visiting the General 
Traffic Department. For an ordinary African 
or Asian expatriate driver obtaining a driving 
license in Kuwait without facing any hassle is 
next to impossible, with the emphasis on the 
word ordinary. Of course, if you know the right 
people and the right ways and have the means, 
then it is a different story, including instances 
where the driving license could get delivered to 
your door without even going for a test.

In what was supposed to be an attempt to 
review and regularize the driving licenses of 
foreigners, the General Traffic Department at 
the Ministry of Interior (MoI) came out with 
the ‘brilliant’ idea of suspending licenses of all 
expatriates when they came up for renewal, and 

to reissue them only if the driver was found to 
be ‘eligible’ to possess one in the first place. As 
a first step in this process the ministry stopped 
all online renewals of driving licenses, and also 
stopped renewing the licenses when they were 
brought in for renewal at the GTD.

The confusion, the troubles they created for 
expat drivers, and the hue and cry that ensued 
from the new directive, led to intervention by 
higher level officials, including the Minister of 
Interior Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali, who was quoted 
as saying that the “random and ill-conceived 
steps’’ would be done away with. For its part, 
officials at the GTD came out with a statement 
that it had not placed a ‘block’ on driving 
license transactions by expats, and added that 
reports of such happenings were just social 
media rumors.

Despite the GTD denial, the reality on the 
ground for expatriate drivers whose driving 
licenses are suspended is that its renewal still 
remains blocked, and ‘unblocking’ it requires a 
visit to the local GTD in person. Unblocking the 
license is a case by case process that involves 
scrutiny and verification of individual licenses 
by senior traffic officers in the six governorates. 
The decision to renew or ‘scrap’ the license is 
based on whether the driver has the requisite 
salary, academic qualification and is engaged 
in a profession that entitles them to drive 
on Kuwait’s roads. The decision is also at the 
discretion of the concerned senior official.

In the meantime, reports indicate that the 
GTD is also contemplating yet another ‘brilliant’ 
idea to restrict driving licenses to the type of 
license they possess, which could see drivers of 
heavy or construction vehicles being denied the 
right to drive private vehicles. Understandable; 
what would a bus driver know about driving a 
taxi or his private car?
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Health situation reassuring,
but booster dose urged

Though the health situation in the 
country is reassuring, the Ministry 
of Health (MoH) is urging all eligible 

citizens and residents to get vaccinated 
with a third booster dose, provided six 
months have lapsed since the second dose 
was administered.

Increasing rate of infections in many 
countries from the Omicron variant of the 
SARS-CoV-2 virus, and the speed at which 
it is spreading through communities, has 
placed health authorities around the world 
on high alert. The situation is no different 
in Kuwait, where despite administering 
two doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech to nearly 
80 percent of the eligible population, the 
authorities remain wary and are requesting 
people to get vaccinated with a third 
booster dose as an additional precaution. 

The Cabinet during its exceptional 
meeting held at the Seif Palace on 20 
December, under the chairmanship of His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, decided 
to revive several health guidelines that 
had been relaxed in recent months due 
to improvements in the epidemiological 
situation, and to insist on people who 
had received the two doses of the Pfizer 
BioNTech vaccine nine months ago to take 
a third booster dose from 2 January.

Other health requirements that the 
Cabinet decided to revive include:

All incoming passengers must carry 
out a negative PCR test 48 hours ahead of 
arrival beginning immediately. Incoming 
passengers are also mandated to enter a 
10-day home quarantine on arrival from 
26 December. However, the quarantine 
can be rescinded provided a negative 
PCR test, carried out at least 72 hours 
following arrival, proves negative. The 
cabinet advised people not to travel 
unless necessary and to follow all health 
guidelines and precautions. 

The Cabinet decisions were announced 
by Minister of Health Sheikh Dr. Bassel Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah who is currently also Act-
ing Foreign Minister and Acting Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs. Earlier, the health 
minister had made a detailed presentation 
to the Cabinet on the prevailing epidemio-
logical situation in the country. The minister 
also briefed his cabinet colleagues on the 
ongoing efforts and precautionary mea-
sures being implemented to control the new 
variant and maintain the health situation in 
the country.

Recently the Minister of Health, 
Sheikh Dr. Basil Al-Sabah, while speaking 
on the sidelines of the opening of the 
Funaitees Health Center, had asserted “the 

vaccination rate in Kuwait is excellent,” and 
discounted the chances for the new variant 
to cause an excessive  increase in infections 
as was the case “before the vaccines were 
administered to the public”.

In this regard, the head of the Supreme 
Advisory Committee to confront Corona, Dr. 
Khaled Al-Jarallah, stressed “the continuation 
of the stability of the epidemiological scene 
in the coming days is dependent on raising 
the rate of booster doses and adhering to 
preventive measures.”

He said: “There is no point in issuing 
controversies and disagreement, as 
everyone is invited to support the efforts of 
the state and its health system to enhance 
community immunization and the state of 
recovery.” The health sources emphasized 
on a number of measures to prevent a 
rise in infections and maintain positive 
indicators of the epidemiological situation, 
the most important of which is for people 
to continue adhering to health protocols 
and practices, such as wearing of masks, 
avoiding closed places and crowding at 
public events.

Other measures include continuing the 
awareness campaign to push everyone 
to take the third booster dose six months 
after taking the second dose, at the 
Kuwait Fairgrounds in Mishref without an 

appointment, or with appointment at any of 
the 18 vaccination centers opened by MoH.

The health ministry officials are also 
planning to expand the vaccine campaign 
for the third booster dose by once again 
reactivating field visits by vaccinators to 
companies and commercial complexes, 
with the aim of raising the percentage of 
people vaccinated with the booster dose. 

The authorities are also said to be 
considering making the third dose a 
condition for travel, as well as tightening 
the control over travel, by continuing 
to oblige citizens to receive at least two 
doses to travel outside the country, and to 
stress on the airlines to apply the vaccine 
requirements and insist on negative PCR 
tests and strict examination for inbound 
passengers.

Expatriates who hold Article 20 work 
permits issued to domestic workers 

will have their visas revoked if they 
remain outside the country for more than 
six continuous months. 

The rule, which was in force earlier 
but was suspended during the COVID-19 
crisis period when many expatriates 
were stranded outside the country due 
to airport closures, will resume with 
retroactive effect from 1 December, 2021.

Announcing the resumption of the 
rule, the Ministry of Interior said that the 
residence affairs sector reinstituted the 
automatic cancellation of the residence 
permits of ‘domestic workers’ who have 
been outside the country for a period 
of six continuous months or more. The 
ministry noted that this was being done 
in view of the country returning to 
normalcy following improvements in the 

epidemiological situation, and in the best 
interests of citizens and residents..

The ministry added that if citizens 
(sponsors) wish to allow their domestic 
workers to remain outside the country 
for a period of more than six months, 
they should submit a request for the 
same from the relevant authorities in the 
ministry, either personally or through 
their legal representative.

Six months stay outside 
country invalidates visa

The United Nations file related to 
payment of compensation by Iraq for 

its illegal 1990-91 invasion and occupation 
of Kuwait, is about to be closed. The last 
tranche of compensation payment of 
about US$44 million is expected to be 
handed over to the Kuwait authorities 
by the United Nations Compensation 
Committee (UNCC) by the end of the year 
or the beginning of january 2022.

The last payment of $44 million by 
the Iraq Central Bank to the UNCC will 
complete the total compensation money 
of $52.4 billion that was approved by 
the United Nations Security Council 
Committee under Resolution No. 687 of 
the year 1991.

In accordance with this resolution, the 
percentage deducted by UNCC from the 

proceeds of Iraq’s exports of oil and its 
products was 5 percent in 2003, which 
decreased to 0.5 percent in 2018, and 
then climbed to 1.5 percent in 2019, and 
stabilized at 3 percent in 2020.

The final balance payment to Kuwait 
at the start of the last quarter of the year 
was $629 million, of which $585 million 
was adjusted from Iraq’s earnings on its 
international oil sales.

Rather than wait for the next quarter 
deductions due in spring of 2022, to 
settle the balance, the Iraq government 
has decided to pay the balance of $44 
million in cheque to Kuwait. Through 
this move, Iraq hopes to strengthen its 
bilateral relations with Kuwait, as well as 
reintegrate the Iraq banking system with 
the global banking system. 

Iraq to complete payment of
compensation by year-end
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To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness and 
has joined The Times Kuwait team in a new weekly 

column discussing nutrition and answering 
queries. You can send in your questions to 

infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

Although marketed as tasty snacks, certain 
processed and frozen foods are terrible for your 
weight and health. The following are a list of your 

favorite snacks and drinks contain ingredients that do 
nothing for the body, other than simply add fat.

Juices: Fruit juice is nothing more than sugar water and 
because there is nothing else for the body to absorb, 
the sugar goes straight to your bloodstream, leading to 
a rise in glucose level which triggers more hunger. Fruits 
are healthier because of their fiber content and they are 
especially good for people with high triglycerides levels 
and diabetics.

Fried food: French fries, onions rings, chicken nuggets, 
hotdogs and other fried foods… All those fall into this 
category. Because you are ingesting a lot of unhealthy fat, 
you increase the chances of suffering from high cholesterol 
and high blood pressure, as trans-fat blocks your arteries in 
the long run. As an alternative, use the spray oil that says 
zero fat, zero cholesterol or go for the grilled options.

Creamy salad dressings: Companies love adding sugar to 
creamy salad dressings, and also load them with unhealthy 
fat. This means creamy dressings typically end up having 
more calories than the entire salad itself. To switch, 
start asking for oil based dressings and vinaigrettes, as 
those usually don’t have added sugar and are made with 
healthier fats.

White Bread: White bread is basically devoid of any 
nutrients at all. During processing, the beneficial 
components of the wheat has been removed and the 
remaining flour has been bleached by a chemical process. 
This means when you eat it, you are simply filling up on 

empty carbs, mainly sugar. Instead, turn to whole grain 
breads and not multigrain. Multigrain simply means 
they are using different types of grains, not that they are 
healthier.

Frozen Food: To keep them fresh for longer, companies that 
make frozen food load them up with artificial preservatives 
that are harmful for your health, and are extremely rich 
in sodium. Sodium is known for causing water retention 
that leads to bloating. Frozen food are processed before 
freezing, which results in the loss of certain vitamins like 
B and C.   I know a lot of you think that frozen food are 
convenient, easy to store and readily available, but you 
must balance it out with an intake of fresh food as well.

Everyone deserves occasional indulgence, but think 
twice and watch what you eat to avoid the damaging 
effects of unhealthy food on your body, skin, and waistline.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

 Thought
  for the         e

week
- Madsen Pirie

British Researcher and Author

To ask what causes poverty is like asking 
what causes cold. It is the absence of 

energy. Similarly, poverty is the absence 
of wealth. Weshould ask, "what are the 

causes of wealth?

Thyme, or Thymus vulgaris, is 
an herb originally from the 

Mediterranean region that is in the 
same family as oregano, basil, mint, 
and shiso. It comprises small, rounded 
green leaves that grow in clusters on 
woody stems. Common thyme (the 
one you’ve probably encountered 
most regularly) has an earthy, minty, 
slightly lemony flavor. And there 
are more than one hundred other 
varieties, often with names that 
match their flavor profiles: orange 
thyme, caraway thyme, and za’atar 
thyme, for example.

Because of its grounding, savory-
sweet, not-too-intense flavor, thyme 
can add complexity and warmth to a 
whole host of dishes: poultry, steak, 
mushrooms and other vegetable 
dishes, and even delicate desserts.

To use fresh thyme in recipes, 
gently pull the leaves off of the stems, 
chop up finely, and use liberally. 
Thyme also stays super-flavorful 
when dried, so you can buy dried 
thyme to keep in your spice rack, or 
try your hand at drying it yourself.

If you encounter a recipe that calls 
for thyme, but you do not have the 
herb on hand, here are a number of 
suggestions, fresh and dried.
The Best Thyme Substitutes
Fresh Herbs:  Any number of fresh 
herbs (and their dried derivatives) 
work as a substitute for thyme in 
sweet and savory recipes. The ratios, 
which you will see below, differ 
slightly for each type of herb. Note 
that for recipes where thyme sprigs 
are tied together in a bouquet garni 
(a bunch of tied-up herbs used to 
ambiently season soups, stews, or 
big cuts of meat), you will be best off 
substituting with sprigs of oregano, 
marjoram, or savory, and not basil.
Oregano: Fresh or dried, oregano 
hits many of the same earthy, minty, 
savory and slightly bitter notes as 
thyme. It is also got a spicy, herbal 
undertone that gives it a lovely 
complexity. Use fresh oregano in a 
1:1 swap for fresh thyme, and dried 
oregano in a 1:1 swap for dried thyme. 

If you’re swapping fresh oregano for 
dried thyme, use twice the amount 
of oregano. But if you are swapping 
dried oregano for fresh thyme, you 
will want to use half the amount of 
dried oregano for the amount of 
fresh thyme called for, as the dried 
herb can be potent and throw your 
recipe off balance.

Marjoram: You can also use fresh or 
dried marjoram in place of thyme. 
It’s got a woody, minty profile similar 
to oregano, but with a sweeter and 
more delicate flavor. Same rules 
apply here as they do oregano: Use 
a 1:1 swap of fresh marjoram for fresh 
thyme; a 1:1 swap of dried marjoram 
for dried thyme; half the amount of 
dried marjoram as a swap for fresh 
thyme, and twice the amount of 
fresh marjoram for dried thyme.

Basil: As it is in the same family as 
thyme, feel free to use basil in place 
of thyme in many dishes. Fresh basil 
is very licorice-y and bright, so use 
half of the amount of fresh basil as 
you would fresh thyme, and a 1:1 
swap for dried thyme. Dried basil is 
a bit more muted, so a 1:1 swap for 
fresh thyme, or a 2:1 swap for dried 
thyme, would be appropriate.

Savory:  Savory is another herb in the 
mint family, with a peppery, robust—
and, yes, savory—flavor. Swap out 
fresh savory 1:1 for fresh thyme, and 
dried savory 1:1 for dried thyme. Use 
2:1 fresh savory for dried thyme, and 
half of the amount of dried savory in 
place of fresh thyme.

Dried herb & spice blends: Any of 
the following herbs can be used in a 
1:1 swap with dried thyme; use half 
as much in place of fresh thyme. A 
warning, though: because a few of 
these contain powdered aromatics, 
or dried seeds, you may not want to 
include these in sweet recipes that 
call for thyme.

Poultry seasoning: Typically 
containing thyme, nutmeg, thyme, 
marjoram, black pepper, rosemary, 
and sage, this spice blend is a natural 
swap for thyme.

The best thyme substitutes
for all your dishes
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The new branch is conveniently located 
inside the LuLu Hypermarket in Qurain 

and is expected to improve consumer 
experience and engagement in a big way

December 20th, 2021: LuLu Exchange – 
Kuwait’s leading payments provider offering 
cross-border remittances and currency 
exchange services, today opened its 27th 
branch inside the LuLu Hypermarket at 
Qurain. The branch was inaugurated by Mr. 
Adeeb Ahamed, Managing Director of LuLu 
Financial Group, in the presence of senior 
company management. 

Addressing the gathering on the sidelines 

of the opening, Mr. Adeeb Ahamed, Managing 
Director of LuLu Financial Group, said, 
“We are excited to expand our network in 
Kuwait, which has been among the strongest 
remittance markets globally, thanks to the 
enhanced and consumer-friendly regulations 
that have helped strengthen its payments 
ecosystem over the past few years. Kuwait’s 
economy provides a livelihood for millions 
of expats, and we remain deeply invested in 
furthering our responsibility as a trustworthy 
partner to the country’s people.” 

The branch marks the 241st Global Branch 
of LuLu Financial Group, and with the Group 

recently embarking on a mission to repurpose 
all its branches into consumer engagement 

centres, Mr. Ahamed added, “All our branches, 
including the one opened today, have been 
positioned to bridge the gap between 
technology and our offerings. By providing 
a human connect in this digital age, we seek 
to assist our consumers in their transition 
to newer technologies without ever feeling 
overwhelmed. As a global financial services 
provider, we are optimistic about the value 
that digital payments brings to the ecosystem 
and are investing into resources that can help 
strengthen our digital solution, LuLu Money, 
into an easy, reliable and safe solution for 
millions of our consumers.”

LuLu Exchange ends year on a high 
with 27th branch opening in Kuwait

LuLu Hypermarket, the leader in hypermarket 
retailing in the region, is ending the year 

with an amazing Christmas and New Year 
promotion sale. The spectacular promotion 
was launched on 23 December at the Al-Dajeej 
outlet, with a cake-cutting ceremony by top 
management of the hypermarket in Kuwait, 
with assistance from little Santa helpers. 

The promotion, which is taking place at all 
LuLu Hypermarket outlets in Kuwait, was also 
marked by a special Christmas-New Year 20 
meter cake-cutting ceremony at the Al-Rai 
branch a day earlier.

The cake-cutting function at Al-Dajeej 
outlet was followed by several contests and 
competitions for children, including a Christmas 
Santa fashion-show contest, a Christmas cake 
decoration contest, and a Christmas tree 
decoration contest.

More than 120 young contestants 
participated in the three events, with the first, 
second and third place winners in each contest 
winning exciting prizes, and all participants 
receiving consolation prizes.

During the week-long Christmas-New Year 
celebration period a wide range of products 

are available at special discounted prices and 
on exclusive promotional offers. A sensational 
‘Year-end’ deal is also being launched as part 
of the celebrations, with select products 
being offered at unbelievable one-off prices. 
The Christmas-New Year promotion at LuLu 
Hypermarket is supported by Joyalukkas 
Jewellers, Malabar Gold and Diamonds, and 
Kent water purifiers.

A festival atmosphere, reflecting the 
celebratory mood of the year-end festive 
season, prevails at all branches. Merry, rotund 
Santas are present at each branch welcoming 

shoppers with chocolates and other goodies, 
while colorful displays and large cutouts of the 
season’s celebrations are present at entrances 
and along aisles of the hypermarket. Special 
Christmas-New Year ‘Selfie’ counters are also a 
major draw during the promotion.

The Christmas-New Year promotion is 
in line with LuLu Hypermarket’s endeavor 
to partner and actively participate in 
celebrations and festivals of the community, 
and to offer the widest range of quality 
products at attractive and competitive prices 
to mark these festive occasions.  

LuLu Hypermarket launches Xmas, New Year promotion
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Reinforcing its commitment to accelerating 
the drive to achieve carbon neutrality 

and create sustainable mobility for all, Toyota 
recently announced its strategy for Battery 
Electric Vehicles (BEVs) at an event held at 
Toyota’s MEGA WEB showroom in Tokyo, Japan. 

As part of its carbon neutrality strategy, 
Toyota targets the development of a full line-
up of 30 BEV models by 2030, in addition to 
its wide-ranging electrified vehicle line-up 
that includes Hybrid Electric Vehicles (HEVs), 
Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVs), and 
Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEVs). The full line-
up will include models in both passenger and 

commercial segments globally.  
After unveiling 16 new BEV models that are 

part of the new line-up, President of Toyota 
Motor Corporation Akio Toyoda announced 
that the company targets to achieve annual 
global sales of 3.5 million BEVs by 2030. Toyoda 
also revealed that Lexus will develop a full 
line-up of BEVs in all categories and achieve 
1 million sales by 2030. Lexus also aims to sell 
100 percent BEVs in Europe, North America and 
China by 2030 and globally by 2035. 

In addition, Toyota has announced that it will 
increase new battery-related investment from 
1.5 trillion yen announced in September 2021 

to 2 trillion yen, aiming to realize even more 
advanced, good-quality, affordable batteries. 

“Energy plays a critical role in achieving 
carbon neutrality. At present, the energy 
situation varies greatly from region to region. 
That is exactly why Toyota is committed to 
providing a diversified range of carbon-neutral 
options to meet whatever might be the needs 
and situations in every country and region,” 
said Toyoda. Toyota has been working on the 
development of Battery Electric Vehicles for 
30 years. The EV Development Department 
was established in 1992, and the RAV4 EV was 
introduced to the market in 1996, which was 

even before the release of the world’s first 
mass-production Hybrid Electric Vehicle, the 
Toyota Prius. At the same time, Toyota also 
began the development of Fuel Cell Electric 
Vehicles that run on hydrogen, which finally 
led to the introduction of the first-generation 
Toyota Mirai in 2014. 

With the Middle East continuing to be a key 
focus market, Toyota and Lexus have launched 
an impressive line-up of electrified vehicles in 
the region, including six Toyota Hybrid Electric 
models — Corolla, C-HR, Corolla Cross, Camry, 
RAV4, and Highlander — and four Lexus Hybrid 
Electric models – ESh, RXh, LSh, UXh. 

Toyota to launch a battery of BEVs

KIECO Exchange (Kuwait India Intl. 
Exchange) is one of the first remittance 

exchange companies started four decades 
back. Built on customers’ trust since 1979, 
the company is running a campaign which 
entitles our customers to win an air ticket to 
their home country.

 Every remittance via the KIECO app from 
5st December ‘- 4th Jan ‘ 22 will be entitled 
to enter in the draw to win a ticket to their 
home country . 1 Winners will be selected and 
the final winners will be announced on 10th 
January ‘22. The draws will be conducted 
electronically and more the transactions, 
more the chances to win.

KIECO ticket app giveaway

Kuwait has been a signatory to the 
United Nations Convention against 

Corruption UNCC) since 2003, but despite 
the passage of over 18 years several aspects 
of corruption covered by the UN Convention 
remain to be enacted, implemented or 
enforced effectively in the country.

These shortcomings and the challenges 
that Kuwait faces in fully implementing 
measures to combat corruption were 
highlighted in a report submitted last 
week by  Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority 
(Nazaha).

 The authority underlined in its report 
that among the challenges it faces in 
enhancing integrity and combating 
corruption effectively were the delay in 
approving requisite laws by the National 

Assembly, the lack of coordination between 
the concerned authorities, and the the delay, 
or in some cases the failure, by government 
institutions to submit progress reports on 
the measures initiated by them to enhance 
anti-corruption.

The authority called for developing 
a follow-up mechanism in the National 
Assembly so as to get relevant anti-
corruption laws approved by legislators, 
such as the law on the prohibition of conflict 
of interests. Nazaha added that these 
laws and others pertaining to enhancing 
transparency and combating corruption 
in public offices and in government 
transactions, needed to be enacted as part 
of Kuwait’s obligations under the UNCC.

The authority noted an automated 
follow-up mechanism was needed to 
intensify communication by the technical 
committees with the government 
institutions to ensure reports and 
documents are submitted on time to the 
technical committees on a regular basis.

With regard to government institutions, 
the Nazaha report listed five priorities to 
protect the integrity of the public sector 
and develop effective and efficient public 

services it provides within a framework of 
transparency and accountability.

The report by Nazaha also noted that 
most targets and goals set by the authority 
for implementation by government 
institutions remained unachieved to varying 
degrees, as of September 2021.

For instance, in transparency in managing 
funds and public affairs, the percentage 
of achievement as of September 2021 was 
about 35 percent, compared to 69 percent 
that was set as a target by the authority, 
revealing a shortfall of nearly 35 percent.

In appointment and promotion in the 
public sector, the target achievement 
was 72 percent, but only 63 percent were 
achieved. Similarly, with regard to integrity 
in the performance of the public office, the 
percentage achieved was 37 percent against 
a target of 41 percent. Additionally, in the 

public sector accountability item the target 
was set at 48 percent, but only 22 percent 
were achieved. In the effectiveness and 
efficiency of providing public services, the 
achievement was only a meager 2 percent, 
while the target required was 61percent.

Additionally, the authority noted that 
when it came to encouraging the private 
sector to contribute to enhancing integrity 
and combating corruption, which consists 
of two priorities, namely integrity and 
accountability in the private sector, where 
the target achievement was set at 78 
percent, but that which was achieved was 
below 54 percent. 

As for the second priority, which 
related to the role of the private sector in 
detecting corruption, the target needed to 
be achieved was 69 percent, but what was 
actually achieved was only 23 percent.

Glaring deficiency in transparency,
accountability in public sector

First cases of 
Omicron detected 
in Kuwait

In a statement on 22 December, the official 
spokesperson for the Ministry of Health, Dr. 

Abdullah Al-Sanad, announced that 12 new 
cases of the Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2 
virus were detected in passengers arriving on 
flights from European destinations.

He added that all 12 passengers have been 
placed in sanitary quarantine and that all 
preventive and health measures, as well as all 
epidemiological investigation measures have 
been undertaken by the ministry.

Dr. Al-Sanad stressed that all passengers 
arriving in Kuwait from abroad need to 
undergo a 72-hour home quarantine in order 
to preserve the health and safety of citizens 
and residents in Kuwait. He also underlined 
the need for everyone to postpone their travel 
abroad  unless it is absolutely necessary, so as 
to ensure the highest level of protection and 
prevention.
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Celebrating the year-end festivities of 
Christmas and New Year, the Indian Embassy 

organised a cultural evening on 20 December 
at the embassy auditorium. The Indian Embassy 
team led by Indian Ambassador H.E. Sibi George 
and Madam Joice were joined by members of 
the diplomatic corps, their spouses and families 
for a memorable evening of patriotic songs and 
Christmas carols.

The synchronous notes of Christmas carols 
from around the world, mellifluously presented 
by Kuwait Chamber Chorale — a musical 
ensemble of Indians in Kuwait — segued into 
Indian patriotic songs for an evening filled with 
joy and cheer reflecting the festive season.

In his opening remarks, Ambassador George 
said, “In Kuwait, like every other part of the world, 
one comes across a large number of Indians from 
all over India. They are symbols of India’s unity in 
diversity. We come from different parts of India, 
we speak several hundred languages, we worship 
different Gods, we celebrate different festivals, 
we eat different foods, we wear different clothes, 
but there is a feeling of oneness and common 
consciousness, a civilizational bond, that keeps 
us together, make us all proud as Indians. 

In fact, in India, we celebrate all festivals, 
whether it is Onam or Bishakhi, Holi or Dusharah, 
Deewali or Raksha Bandhan, Christmas or Easter, 
Eid ul Fitr or Eid ul Adha these are all celebrated 
as festivals of India, and celebrated by one and 
all. This unity in diversity is something very few 
countries in the world can be proud of.

When I welcome you today to this carol 
evening I proudly bring to you greetings from 
that ancient land of India, an ancient but 
continuous civilization where all major religions 
and cultures thrive and flourish. We Indians are 
proud of our constitution, which establishes a 
sovereign socialist secular democratic republic 
that promises to secure to all its citizens, all 
generations to come, justice, social, economic 
and political, liberty of thought, expression, 
belief, faith and worship; Equality of status and 
of opportunity; and to promote among them all 
fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual. 
It is under this constitution that India has 
transformed itself into a modern economy with 
significant achievements in several diverse fields, 
including atomic energy, space technology, 
agriculture, bio-technology, AI and, of course, 

information technology, for which India is well-
known today the world over.

It is under this constitution that India today 
produces some of the best professionals who go 
on to become CEOs of big tech companies like 
newly appointed CEO of Twitter, CEOs of Alphabet 
the parent company of Google, Microsoft, IBM, 
Adobe Inc, Novartis and millions of engineers, 
doctors and scientists. It is no surprise that 
India has given over 1.35 billion doses of made 
in India vaccines to its citizens making it the 
largest COVID-19 vaccination drive anywhere 
in the world. India also supplied Covid related 
medicines to over 150 countries and made in 
India vaccines to 93 countries, including Kuwait. 
India has proved that it is the pharmacy of the 
world. It is a great blend of ancient civilization 
and modernity.”

The ambassador recalled the words of 
greetings from the Hon’ble President of India 
who in his Christmas message last year said 
“Merry Christmas to everyone! I hope this 
festival nurtures peace and prosperity, and helps 
strengthen harmony in society. Let us follow 
Christ’s teachings of love, compassion, and 
charity, committing ourselves to the welfare of 
our society and nation.” He quoted Prime Minister 
of India Shri Narendra Modi who in his Christmas 
message said, “Merry Christmas! We remember, 
with immense joy, the noble thoughts of Jesus 
Christ. He epitomizes the spirit of service and 
compassion, devoting his life towards alleviating 
human suffering. His teachings inspire millions 
across the world.”’

The event was also live streamed on social 
media and watched by community members in 
Kuwait and around the world.

Indian Embassy celebrates 
cultural diversity of country

French Ambassador to Kuwait Claire 
H.E. Le Flecher affirmed the strength 

of trade and economic relations between 
France and Kuwait, pointing out that she 
is working to double the volume of trade 
exchange between the two countries 
during the coming period, while at the 
same time praising Kuwait’s development 
vision, which she described as ambitious.

She said this during a press statement, 
on the sidelines of the reception she held 
yesterday in honor of the visiting delegation 
from the French engineering company 
Aegis, which is implementing a number of 
projects in Kuwait. The ambassador added 
the visit of this delegation to Kuwait is a 
good opportunity to strengthen economic 

and trade relations between the two 
countries.

She revealed a number of high-level 
visits to Kuwait have been lined up 
including the visits of French foreign and 
defense ministers. She went on to say the 
French President had intended to visit 
Kuwait, but the circumstances imposed by 
the Corona pandemic prevented that visit.

For her part, Aegis CEO Laurent Germain 
said that the company has projects around 
the world, and the great focus is on the 
Middle East and is interested to double its 
projects in the region before the end of 2026.

He added, Kuwait is one of the important 
markets in the Middle East, and is full 
of promising opportunities like the UAE 
and Saudi Arabia, pointing out that these 
countries have future visions for the projects 
they plan to implement, which facilitates 
the company’s work in cooperation with 
those countries.

He added, “Kuwait’s 2035 vision 
includes many infrastructure projects that 
attract the company’s interest as a global 
engineering company. That is why we are 
currently focusing on railways, buildings 
and aviation projects.” He also disclosed, 
the company has participated in the design 
of the National Bank of Kuwait building.

Regarding the most important projects 
undertaken by the company around the 
world, Jermaine said, “We implemented 
the Riyadh metro project, which is a huge 
project, and we also implemented a similar 
project in Paris, in addition to the design of 
four new metro lines linking Paris with its 
suburbs.”

French ambassador
praises Kuwait’s ‘ambitious’

development vision

India has made progress 
in many areas including 
technology

Indian Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Sibi George 
affirmed 2021 was excellent in terms of 

bilateral relations between India and Kuwait, 
and pointed to good political exchanges and 
cooperation in several areas, including dealing 
with the Corona pandemic.

In a statement on the sidelines of a ceremony 
he held for media professionals on the occasion 
of Christmas and New Year, Ambassador George 

added that his country shares with Kuwait in all 
fields, including human resources, noting that 
India has the best engineers and that they are 
CEOs of many global technology companies 
around the world, as India has made progress in 
many areas including technology.

He stated that the Indian Defense Research 
and Development Organization (DRDO) had 
successfully conducted the first test flight of 
a locally developed surface-to-surface missile 
‘Pralay’, from Dr. APG Abdul Kalam Island off the 
coast of Odisha.

He explained, “In order to establish interde-
pendence with Kuwait in the changing India, 
we have launched a new program called (3Ts) in 
Kuwait, related to trade, technology and tour-
ism, where we will have regular events and cam-
paigns in this regard,” revealing great facilities in 
issuing tourist visas provided by the embassy to 
Kuwaitis and residents.

During the ceremony, a PowerPoint was pre-
sented about the technological development 
witnessed by India in the field of smart commu-
nications, industries, trade and medical tourism, 
as well as talks about tourism and press visits to 
India.
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As the year 2021 draws to a close, it is 
only fitting that we take a look back on 
a year that was by any measure quite an 

eventful one. From several international events 
originally scheduled for 2020 being postponed 
to 2021, there was quite a lot happening 
throughout the year. However, much like the 
preceding year, 2021 will be defined by the 
global pandemic and the emergence of several 
variants of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, as well as 
by the downright failure of public policy on a 
global level to ensure equitable distribution of 
vaccines worldwide. 

Though vaccines against the SARS-CoV-2 
virus began to roll out by December 2020 and 
more than 12 billion vaccines have so far been 
produced — enough to vaccinate every adult 
in the world — 95 percent of adults in the 
low-income countries remain unvaccinated. 
According to the UK-based health data and 
analytics firm Airfinity, the world’s richest 
countries have bought 89 percent of all 
COVID-19 vaccines produced so far, leaving just 
11 percent for the rest of the world to share. 

Figures also show that for every adult in a 
low income country now being vaccinated, six 
adults in middle- and high-income countries 
are receiving a third booster shot. Even more 
morally and ethically repugnant is that over 
100 million vials of vaccines, stockpiled by 
G20 nations for their own citizens, are to 
reach expiry date by end of the year and will 
have to be destroyed, even as  73 percent of 
frontline health workers in Africa remain to be 
vaccinated.

Although the inequity of vaccine distribution 
globally during 2021 will remain an indelible 
blight on our collective conscience, the world 
invariably moves on… As with every year, 2021 
had its share of headline-grabbing tragedies, 
environmental catastrophes, and calamities, as 
well as deaths and destruction from natural and 
man-made causes. However, in these pages we 
have collated some of the more inspiring stories 
from 2021, as well as a few not so inspiring ones.

On Jan 1: African Continental Free Trade Area 
comes into effect, bringing together 54 of 
the 55 African Union nations, and forming 
the world’s largest free-trade area in terms 
of participating countries. The free-trade 
agreement is expected to boost intra-
African trade by 52 percent by the end of 
2022.

Jan 20: Joseph Robinette Biden Jr. becomes 
the 46th President of the United States, 
and, at age 79, is the oldest president to be 
inaugurated.

Jan 22: Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons comes into effect. It is the first 
legally binding international agreement to 
comprehensively prohibit the development, 
testing, production, stockpiling, stationing, 
transfer, use and threat of use, of nuclear 
weapons, with the ultimate goal being their 
total elimination. The treaty was approved 
in the UN General Assembly on 7 July, 
2016, with 122 nations in favour, 1 against 
(Netherlands), and 1 official abstention 
(Singapore). The 69 nations that did not 
vote, included all of the nuclear weapon 
states and all NATO members except the 
Netherlands.

Feb 1: Myanmar’s popular leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi is removed from power by a military-led 
coup d’état, which leads to mass protests 
and widespread demonstrations across the 
country. In response, the military regime 
is accused of unleashing brutal repressive 
measures and human-rights violations on 
the protestors.

Feb 9: An uncrewed spacecraft by the United 
Arab Emirates Space Agency named Hope 
becomes the first Arab space mission to 
enter orbit around planet Mars. The Hope 
orbiter, which was launched on 19 July, 
2020 from the Tanegashima Space Center in 
Japan with a Japanese rocket, made the UAE 
the first Arab country and the fifth in the 
world to successfully send a probe to Mars. 
Nine days later, the US Space Agency NASA’s 
Mars 2020 mission, with the Perseverance 
rover and Ingenuity helicopter drone, lands 
on Mars at Jezero Crater. 

Feb 19: United States officially rejoins the Paris 
Agreement, 107 days after leaving it during 
the term in office of former US president 
Donald Trump. The Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change is an international treaty 
signed by almost all countries in the world 

following the COP21 climate conference 
in Paris in 2015, that aims to limit global 
warming to below 1.5 degrees C above pre-
industrial levels.

Mar 23: Ever Given, one of the largest container 
ships in the world, chartered and operated 
by Taiwanese  container transportation 
and shipping company Evergreen Marine 
Corporation, runs aground and obstructs 
Egypt’s Suez Canal, the vital artery in 
global marine trade and transport. The ship 
was set free on March 29, but not before 
severely disrupting international trade.

Apr 15: In a controversial scientific break-
through that sparked ethical debates, a 
team of scientists from the US, China and 
Spain announce the successful injection of 
human stem cells into monkeys to create 
chimera-embryos that are part human, part 
monkey. The early stage embryos survived 
for 20 days in laboratory dishes.

May 14: China becomes the fifth space agency 
to land a spacecraft on planet Mars, and the 
second to land a rover, when China National 
Space Administration’s Zhurong rover lands 
at Utopia Planitia on Mars. The four other 
space agencies that have landed spacecraft 
on the Red Planet include the US, Russia, 
European Union and India.

Jun 5: Finance ministers from the G7 nations 
— Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
the United Kingdom and the United States 

— at their gathering in London endorse a 
global minimum corporate tax of at least 15 
percent, on a country by country basis. The 
move is aimed at preventing tax avoidance, 
through profit shifting to lower tax 
destinations by some of the world’s biggest 
multinationals.

Jul 23–Aug 8: Japan hosts the 2020 Summer 
Olympics in Tokyo, officially the XXXII 
Olympiad in modern Olympics history, the 
event was initially scheduled for summer of 

2020 but postponed to a year later due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite general 
improvements in the health situation, the 
event was largely held behind closed doors 
with no public spectators permitted due 
to the declaration of a state of emergency 
in the Greater Tokyo Area in response to 
the pandemic. The Games were the most 
expensive ever, with total spending of over 
$20 billion. 

Aug 9: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), the international body for 
assessing the science related to climate 
change in its Sixth Assessment Report, 
concluded that the effects of human-caused 
climate change are now “widespread, rapid, 
and intensifying. It noted that strong and 
sustained reductions in emissions  of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases 
would limit climate change. It added that 
while benefits for air quality would come 
quickly, by limiting climate change, it could 
take 20-30 years to see global temperatures 
stabilize.

Aug 24–Sep 5: Sixteen days after the end 
of the 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo, 
the city inaugurated the 2020 Summer 
Paralympics. The 16th Summer Paralympics 
were also originally scheduled for summer 
of 2020, but as with the Summer Olympics, 
the event was postponed by a year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. Also, much 
like the Summer Olympics, the Paralympics 

Ring out the old, ring in the new
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were also largely held behind closed doors 
with no outside spectators due to a state of 
emergency in the Greater Tokyo Area and 
other prefectures. 

Aug 30: The UN Environment Programme 
announces that leaded petrol in road 
vehicles has been phased out globally, a 
hundred years after its introduction led to 
the contamination of air, dust, soil, drinking 
water and food crops around the world. 
Leaded petrol has been identified as a 
major risk factor in leading to heart diseases, 
stroke and cancer, as well as impacting 
development of human brain, especially 
among children. The ban of leaded petrol is 
projected to prevent more than 1.2 million 
prematures per year around the world, and 
save the global economy more than US$2.4 
trillion.

Sep 16: Space X, the privately funded American 
aerospace company found by entrepreneur 
Elon Musk, launches Inspiration4, the first-
ever all-civilian spaceflight, carrying a four-
person crew on a three-day orbit above 
Earth at an altitude of around 585km, which 
was higher than the International Space 
Station orbit of about 400km above Earth. 

Oct 1:  Ongoing 2020 World Expo, being hosted 
by Dubai in the United Arab Emirates, was 
initially slated to begin in Oct 2020 but was 
postponed due to the prevailing COVID-19 
situation last year. The event, which is 
scheduled to end on 31 March 2022, is 
being held on a 438 hectare area between 
the UAE cities of Dubai and Abu Dhabi, 
under the theme of ‘Connecting Minds, 
Creating the Future’. The main Expo 2020 
is organized around a central plaza, called 
Al Wasl, enclosed by three large thematic 
districts based on the three sub-themes 
of expo — Opportunity, Mobility and 
Sustainability. 

Oct 3: Pandora Papers are released by the 
International Consortium of Investigative 
Journalists (ICIJ) ,revealing the shadowy 
offshore financial system that benefits the 
wealthy and well-connected at the expense 
of everyone else. The nearly 12 million 
confidential records obtained by ICIJ from 
offices of 14 financial service providers 

including law firms, wealth management 
advisors and corporate formation agencies, 
discloses data on more than 27,000 
companies and 29,000 so-called ultimate 
beneficial owners — the real owners of 
shell companies that includes current and 
former world leaders, politicians, public 
officials and celebrities.

Oct 6: Nearly 125 years after the discovery of 
the malaria parasite in 1897, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) has endorsed 
the first vaccine against malaria, with the 
widespread use of the RTS,S/AS01 (RTS,S) 
malaria vaccine among children in sub-
Saharan Africa and in other regions with 
moderate to high malaria transmission. 
Malaria remains a primary cause of 
childhood illness and death in sub-Saharan 
Africa. More than 260 000 African children 
under the age of five die from malaria 
annually. Using the new vaccine on top of 
existing  tools to prevent malaria could save 
tens of thousands of young lives each year.

Oct 31– Nov 13: United Nations Climate 
Change Conference COP26 is held in 
the city of Glasgow, in Scotland, United 
Kingdom. As with other international 
events initially scheduled for 2020, the 
COP26 was postponed to 2021 due to the 
pandemic last year. At the conclusion of 
the conference, world leaders agreed to a 
climate deal that includes a “phasedown” 
of unabated coal power, a 30 percent cut in 
methane emissions by 2030, plans for a halt 
to deforestation by 2030, and increased 
financial support for developing countries.

Nov 26: World Health Organization (WHO) 
convenes an emergency meeting in 
Geneva amid concerns over Omicron, a 
highly mutated variant of SARS-CoV-2 
virus that caused the COVID-19 pandemic. 
First identified in South Africa, the variant 
appears to be more infectious than Delta, 
but also luckily more milder and less 
lethal, with fewer people needing hospital 
treatment than with other recent variants 
of the virus.

Dec 9–10: The United States hosts a virtual 
‘Summit for Democracy’ to ‘renew 
democracy at home, and confront 

autocracies abroad’. Invited to the online 
summit were leaders or their representatives 
from over 110 countries worldwide to 
discuss and debate the three themes 
of defending against authoritarianism, 
addressing and fighting corruption, and 
advancing respect for human rights. 

Dec 24: The US space agency NASA, the 
European Space Agency,ESA, and the 
Canadian Space Agency, along with the US-
based Space Telescope Science Institute, 
launch the James Webb Space Telescope, 
a successor to the highly successful 
Hubble Space Telescope (HST) launched 
in 1990. Through numerous astronomical 

discoveries made during its three decades 
in space, the HST fundamentally changed 
our perception of the universe. The newly 
launched James Webb telescope is much 
more sophisticated than HST and will be 
positioned in an orbit 1.5 million kilometers 
from Earth; by contrast, the HST orbit was 
547 kilometers above Earth.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Among the questions arraigned against the 
premier were issues that included the cabinet 
not reflecting aspirations of the people ex-
pressed through the results of the December 
elections, and the government’s blatant ‘in-
terference’ in electing the National Assembly 
Speaker and members of other parliamentary 
committees.

Following its resignation the government was 
directed to function in a caretaker role by H.H. 
the Amir while he deliberated on how to best re-
solve the political imbroglio. The resignation in 
January, which led to one of the shortest-lived 
cabinets in the history of Kuwait’s parliamentary 
life, was a harbinger of how the political scenario 
would unfold during the remaining 11 months 
of the year. It was also indicative of how in the in-
terim the country would continue to struggle to 
overcome the many challenges it faced, without 
a proper helmsman to steer a vessel that for all 
intents and purposes was floating adrift without 
a rudder or oars. 

Among the situations demanding immedi-
ate attention of parliament were tackling the 
ongoing COVID-19 health crisis and its social 
and economic fall-outs, passing a debt bill in 
parliament that would allow the government to 
borrow on the international market, overcom-
ing the liquidity crunch arising from a depleting 
General Reserve Fund, and addressing the fall 
in state revenues caused by then prevailing low 
international oil prices. In addition, parliament 
had to find pragmatic measures to balance the 
country’s skewed demographic profile, where 
foreigners outnumbered citizens by three to 
one. The government also had to work with par-
liament to regain trust of the public destroyed 
by recent revelations of corruption at the high-
est levels.

The crucial challenges that the country 
faced, and the government’s inability to make 
any headway in tackling these issues, were 
made even more problematic by haphazard, 
untimely and ineffectual policies implemented 
by the ‘unauthorized’ authorities in public sec-
tor entities. The situation was best described 
by a recent scathing editorial in Al-Rai Arabic 
newspaper, in which veteran media personal-
ity and Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Al-Rai Media Group, Jassim Marzouq Boodai, 
lambasted the government for its ineptitude, 
and in particular the ‘hands-off’ style of leader-
ship provided by Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khalid. The editorial, under the heading, ‘Ku-
wait... An unknown future!’ was highly critical of 
the governments led by Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid 
for its failure to act proactively, decisively and 
effectively when needed, as well as for its reac-
tive actions, ill-conceived policies and its dither-
ing implementations.

The editorial was in general agreement with 
government policies aimed at addressing the 
country’s demographic imbalance, by decreas-
ing the number of expatriates, and increas-
ing the pace of Kuwaitization in government 
and private sector jobs. What the editorial was 
highly critical of, was in making life for foreign-
ers in the country exasperating in the process, 
including by implementing measures such as 
banning the renewal of work permits to expatri-
ates aged 60 years and over who did not pos-
sess a university degree or diploma, and more 

recently the decision to suspend the renewal of 
driving licenses for expat drivers. The editorial 
noted that government policies were in most 
part confusing, short-sighted, and the solutions 
proposed were sans proper planning, and with-
out a holistic vision or thinking about its long-
term consequences.

The government, apparently more con-
cerned with keeping itself afloat amidst par-
liamentary turbulence, a resurgent COVID-19 
pandemic, and falling revenues due to low oil 
prices that then prevailed, was obviously less 
concerned with the policies and procedures be-
ing implemented on its behalf by various state 
entities. Accordingly, the Public Authority of 
Manpower (PAM) came out with its own direc-
tive against those aged 60 and over, while of-
ficials at the General Traffic Department (GTD) 
decided to act on its own initiative to suspend 
licenses of expats. 

Of course in both cases, higher officials, in-
cluding the Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Dr. Abdullah Essa Al Salman in the case of PAM, 
and the Minister of Interior, Sheikh Thamer Ali 
Sabah Al-Salem in the case of the GTD, reacted 
strongly to the measures enacted by officials in 
authorities and departments under their com-
mand. The director-general of PAM was placed 
under suspension, and while so far no official 
at GTD appears to have been reprimanded, it is 
likely some heads could roll and departmental 
transfers are to be expected. However, a ques-
tion being raised in some quarters is why the 
government waited for nearly eight months to 
respond to the PAM order by its then director 
general, and how officials at the GTD could issue 
directives without consultation and signing off 
by those in higher places?  

Though the issued directives in both cases 
were rescinded by the concerned ministers, 
it is a reflection of the convoluted proce-
dures involved in the implementation process 
that nothing seems to have changed on the 
ground.  Undergraduate expatriates aged 60 
and over continue to be denied work permits, 
and expat drivers still face a ‘ban’ on their li-
cense renewals. Apparently, leadership at the 
helm is concerned with more pressing matters 
than what happens to a few thousand aged ex-
pats or foreign drivers. 

The prognosis for a year of political turmoil 
in Kuwait at the start of 2021 was vindicated in 
early March,  when H.H. the Amir reappointed 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled as prime minister, and 
administered the oath of office to the premier 
and his new cabinet. In a bid to appease op-
position lawmakers, the new cabinet replaced 
four ministers from the previous government, 
who had drawn the ire of parliamentarians, and 
substituted them with ministers who were less 
contentious. 

The conciliatory gesture on the part of the 
government was not reciprocated by the op-
position, and parliamentary proceedings from 
March to July continued to be repeatedly dis-
rupted or obstructed by the MPs. 

The opposition bloc in parliament insisted 
that no work in parliament would be permitted 
without the prime minister taking the podium 
to face their grilling motion, and the premier 
maintained that he was just as adamant not to 
do so. In early July, National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanim adjourned Parliament 
ahead of its scheduled summer break that was 

slated to last until October. 
Contentious relations between the appoint-

ed cabinet and elected assembly have led to 
frequent cabinet resignations, reappointments 
and reshuffles that eventually culminate in par-
liament dissolution and fresh elections. Kuwait’s 
pursuit of a democratic parliamentary form of 
governance since Independence in 1961 has led 
to political freewheeling that has unfortunately 
come at a high cost to the country and its devel-
opment. Urgently needed economic and fiscal 
reforms have been repeatedly thwarted or de-
layed by parliament, whicH.H.as hampered in-
vestments, discouraged investors and affected 
the growth and progress of the country.

Kuwait’s semi democratic form of gover-
nance, with an appointed cabinet and an elect-
ed parliament has also led to unrelenting po-
litical squabbles that have repeatedly stymied 
the functioning of parliament and impeded the 
country’s economic growth and social progress. 
Last year, the global ratings agency Moody’s 
downgraded Kuwait for the first time in its his-
tory citing among others the continued lack of 
consensus between the executive and legisla-
tive arms of government. 

The lower rating was also fueled by econom-
ic repercussions from the COVID-19 crisis, which 
amid a sharp fall in state revenues from lower in-
ternational oil prices nearly depleted the coun-
try’s general reserve fund. The government has 
no legal framework to deficit-spend beyond its 
current limit of KD10 billion without parliamen-
tary approval. But lawmakers opposed, not to 
the proposed debt bill but to the government, 
have repeatedly prevented the adoption of the 
bill that was needed to borrow on international 
markets. They maintained that raising the debt 
ceiling will lead to the money being pillaged 
thanks to previous instances of rampant corrup-
tion at the highest levels in government. 

When parliament reconvened in October 
after the summer recess, the opposition was 
no less determined to question the premier, as 
he was to avoid doing so. The prime minister’s 
refusal to take the podium was based on the 
principle that the parliament had granted him 
immunity to questioning by lawmakers until the 
end of 2022. Evidently tired of this constant bick-
ering between the cabinet and parliament, and 
with no sign of any rapprochement anytime in 
the near future, H.H. the Amir asked the heads of 
the three arms of the government — the execu-
tive represented by the premier, the legislature 
represented by the Speaker, and the judiciary by 
the head of the Judicial Council — to meet and 
find a suitable solution to the stalemate.

The outcome of these meetings was a rec-
ommendation by the three authorities for an 
Amiri pardon to be granted to around a dozen 
former parliamentarians and their supporters, 
who were charged for violating provisions of 
the country’s law, found guilty and duly sen-
tenced to prison terms. However, rather than 
face the prospect of jail time, the accused ‘es-
caped’ and sought self-imposed exile in other 
countries including Syria, Lebanon and pre-
dominantly Turkey. 

The decision to now recommend an am-
nesty to the convicted ex-lawmakers and their 
supporters stems from the government’s even-
tual realization that in order to get work done 
in parliament and bring political life back on 
track it would have to appease the opposition 

lawmakers and cave-in to their demand. Follow-
ing the announcement of the Amiri amnesty to 
former parliamentarians, the government duly 
tendered its resignation to H.H. the Amir in 
early November. The resignation was ostensibly 
intended to placate dissidents, appease the op-
position and end the year-long standoff in par-
liament. 

But, as we have long maintained, appease-
ment never works; it has never worked any-
where before, and any assumption that it could 
somehow be made to work in Kuwait, is at best 
whimsical and just wishful thinking. Granting 
an Amiri pardon to those sentenced was the 
unarticulated demand of opposition lawmak-
ers since they arrived in parliament in January. 
Though they cloaked their real intentions be-
hind such tactics as obstructing parliamentary 
proceedings, insisting on grilling the premier 
and objecting to his choice of cabinet ministers, 
or opposing the election of the National As-
sembly Speaker and various members of house 
committees in parliament, the veil of their ac-
tions have now been removed. 

 The subterfuge covering their real inten-
tions notwithstanding, attempts by lawmakers 
to compel the government to acquiesce to their 
demand and grant a general pardon to politi-
cal dissidents took up the bulk of their time and 
effort throughout parliamentary sessions in 
2021. They were clearly least concerned about 
the fate of the country or its future prospects, 
all they seemed to want was to achieve their 
personal limited interests. In case they are un-
aware, parliamentary democracy not only pro-
vides rights and privileges to lawmakers, it also 
demands responsibilities from them, not just to 
the electorate that voted them to office, but to 
all citizens of the country. They need to answer 
for their actions to the nation.

Disrupting parliamentary proceedings and 
holding the country’s economic growth and 
social progress hostage in order to pursue the 
narrow parochial interests for nearly a year by 
a select few lawmakers, was certainly not the 
mandate given to them by their electorate in 
the December 2020 elections. 

Forsaking the growth and progress of the 
country and its future, for the sake of a handful 
of convicted former lawmakers and their sup-
porters, is certainly not what ordinary citizens 
expected of their lawmakers in parliament. If 
the parliamentarians believe that this was in-
deed the mandate provided to them by citi-
zens, it is an affront to the people of Kuwait as it 
implies that they have no sense of priorities, or 
that they have no concern for the future of their 
country and its sustainable growth in order to 
sustain future generations.

On 23 November, H.H. the Amir once again 
appointed Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid as prime 
minister and charged him with forming a new 
cabinet, making it the third government to be 
sworn in this year. To recap, the first govern-
ment tendered its resignation in January, the 
next took office in March but resigned in No-
vember, the third is yet to be born. With the pre-
mier continuing to postpone announcement 
of a new cabinet and further stretching the on-
going political impasse, the year, which began 
on a note of higH.H.ope, is clearly ending on a 
note of despair.  Meanwhile, the opposition can 
probably gloat about “mission accomplished” 
in parliament.

Kuwait heads to 2022 with blindfolds on

Hospitals, clinics and staff at the 
Ministry of Health (MoH) are fully 
prepared to tackle any sudden 

spurt in the rate of infections from the 
COVID-19 virus or its variants, and robust 
plans are in place to handle any emergency 
epidemiological situation in the country, 
said officials at the ministry.

Among the plans to address infection 
emergencies are stopping non-emergency 
operations, as well as opening more wards 

and intensive care units in hospitals, and 
opening up emergency field hospitals if nec-
essary. Doctors are ready to offer telemedi-
cine to patients through the ministry’s online 
platforms, and as a precautionary measure all 
vacations for medical sector employees have 
been suspended until the end of January.

A circular issued by the Undersecretary of 
the Ministry, Dr. Mustafa Reda, said the deci-
sion to remain in full preparedness comes 
within the framework of ensuring the proper 

progress of work and providing the best 
health services to citizens and residents in 
the country. The ministry is also holding daily 
meetings among senior MoH officials and 
with directors of the various health regions 
and directors of the concerned central depart-
ments, to determine the readiness of public 
hospitals to address any potential emergency.

The ministry noted that its staff have ac-
cumulated over 22 months of experience 
to deal with any infection eventuality, but 

urged the public to adhere to all precaution-
ary measures and follow health protocols 
without becoming complacent on account 
of having received two doses of the vac-
cine. The ministry also added that receiving 
a third booster dose was the most effective 
way to protect against infection with the 
new Omicron variant, and cautioned the 
public to pay additional heed as seasonal vi-
ral diseases usually increase during the first 
months of the new year.

MoH prepared to tackle any increase in infections
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The Philippine Overseas Labor Office and 
Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
(POLO OWWA) in Kuwait headed by 

Philippine Labor Attaché Honorable Nasser 
Mustafa organized a ‘Pamaskong Handog’ event 
for Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW) in Kuwait 
on 20 December. The event was attended by 
more than 500 Filipinos and invitees, with a 
special guest from the Philippines, Deputy 
Administrator of OWWA Arnel Ignacio.

The full-day event commenced with series 
of informative brief seminars on the services of 
the Philippine Embassy delivered by Vice Consul 
Honorable Josel Mostajo, Overseas Workers 
Welfare Administration (OWWA) services by 
Rome Frias, Social Security System by Jeremy 
Redulla, Pag Ibig Fund by Mahmoud Khalil and 
Department of Social Worker and Development 
by Carol Mutia.

The afternoon event kicked off with the Kuwait 
and Philippine National Anthems followed by 
Islamic and Christian invocations. Assistant 
Labor Attaché Honorable Cathy Duladul gave 
brief remarks followed by Labor Attaché Nasser 
Mustafa and Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait 
H.E. Mohammad Noordin Pendosina Lomondot. 

Impressive and hilarious performance by the 
OWWA Deputy Administrator Arnel Ignacio who 
took the effort to come to Kuwait and greeted 
OFWs for the holiday season took the limelight 
of the occasion. Laughs filled the venue as 
Ignacio delivered jokes and a couple of songs to 
the delight of the crowd. 

Hundreds of gifts were raffled to OFWs who 
came to attend the said occasion. The gifts were 
donated by different recruitment agencies and 
generous sponsors. Contestants to the solo and 
group singing contest each received cash prizes 
from Dadabhai Travel plus electronic items. 

Participants to Pilipino sa Kuwait Grand Finals also 
graced the occasion headed by its founder Eljan. 

The event culminated with awarding of prizes 
and plaques of recognition to everyone who 
contributed time, effort and resources to the 
successful event. Jollibee mascot with wife of 
Philippine Ambassador Hajjah Noor Lomondot 
and spouse of Labor Attaché Apsa Mustafa 
gave out packs of favorite burgers, fried chicken 
and pasta to the kids. The Jollibee mascot also 
stepped in with a dance performance to the 
amusement of the children. Gifts were also given 
to the children.

‘Pamaskong Handog’ is an annual event 
organized by POLO OWWA all over the world 
to reach out to our OFWs and be with them 
physically and celebrate such joyous occasions. 
“We sincerely hope that we were able to deliver 
to them the real meaning of why the event was 
organized. POLO and OWWA will always be here 
in service of our OFWs,” commented Mustafa.  

“For 21 years I’ve been here, this has been the 
biggest and most remarkable event organized 
by POLO OWWA in Kuwait and what makes it 
unforgettable is because, after such long period 
of time COVID-19 spread its life threatening 
effects, we are once more physically together 
but again governed by health precautionary 
measures, we are truly thankful to POLO OWWA,” 
commented Lourdes Camili, a household service 
worker.

OFWs were thankful and expressed their 
gratitude to the POLO OWWA team for their 
hard work and dedication to come up with such 
an impressive and unforgettable occasion. The 
event was hosted by a team of DJs from Pinoy 
Arabia FM headed by ABS CBN Senior News 
Correspondent Michelle Fe (Maxxy) Santiago. 
The team was commended by OFWs for making 
the evening truly remarkable. Filipino vloggers 
and members of the press were present to cover 
the occasion.

POLO OWWA Kuwait deliver remarkable
event for Overseas Filipino Workers

Kuwait, Arab 
countries rank low 
in freedom index

Kuwait climbed four places in the 
annual rankings of Human Freedom 

Index for 2021 issued by the Cato institute, 
the US-based libertarian think tank and its 
counterpart in Canada, the Fraser Institute.

Though Kuwait improved its rankings 
from a year earlier and stood in top spot 
among its peers in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states, it still ranked close to 
the bottom quartile in the global ranking of 
165 countries. All GCC states and most Arab 
countries found slot in the bottom quartile of 
the rankings

The annual Human Freedom Index ranks 
countries taking into account what the 
evaluators consider to be the three main 
indicators of freedom — personal, economic 
and human (civic) — freedom.

In the index of personal freedom, Kuwait 
ranked 120th, in economic freedom it was 
placed in 98th spot and in human freedom it 

was placed 121st. Among the GCC countries 
Bahrain ranked first on the index of economic 
freedom, followed by the UAE, Qatar came in 
third, Saudi Arabia fourth, Kuwait fifth, and 
finally Oman. At the level of Arab countries 
for the freedom index as a whole, Jordan 
came first, Lebanon second, Tunisia third, 
Kuwait fourth, and Qatar fifth.

Globally, the top-ten countries in human 
freedom were Switzerland in first spot, 
followed by New Zealand, Denmark, Estonia, 
Ireland, Finland, Canada, Australia, Sweden, 
and Luxembourg. In the bottom-ten were 
Libya, Iraq, Burundi, Somalia, Iran, Egypt, Sudan, 
Yemen, Venezuela and Syria in 165th spot.

G rand Hypermarkets counted as the 
foremost hypermarket chain in GCC 
region has opened their 26th store 

in Kuwait at Sulaibiya, Agility Compound, 
Industrial 2 on the23rdDecember 2021 
thereby increasing the brand’s global count to 
78. The new store was Mr. Jassim Mohammed 
Khamees Al Sharrah in the presence of  MD Dr. 
Anvar Ameen Chelat, ED Mr. M.K Aboobacker 
, RD  Mr. Ayyoob Kachery ,DRO Mr. Thehaseer 
Ali, Mr. Fawaz Salem Ali Al Hosaynan, Mr. 
Aslam Chelat, CEO Mr. Mohammed Suneer , 

COO Mr. Rahil Bassim, BDM Mr.Sanin Wasim 
along with other management members and 
well wishers. 

Earlier during the inauguration of their 25th 
store at Shuwaikh, Grand Hyper MD Dr. Anver 
Ameen had stated that Grand Hyper will spread 
its presence to every location in Kuwait to 
enable customers with easy access to food and 
other necessary products at their vicinity as 
most people prefer to travel in their locality for 
shopping during this time. He also added that 
the group’s vision is to reach a total number of 

50 stores spread across The State of Kuwait by 
the end of year 2022. 

Grand Hypermarket is a household name 
in Kuwait. It has a strong reputation of giving 
high quality products for best price. This 
makes Grand Hyper the preferred choice for 
both citizens and expats as one stop shopping 
destination for grocery, food, personal care 
garments, electronics and household. 

This new store at Sulaibiya, aims to satisfy 
the need of presence of an affordable retailer to 
the residents there by spreading the goodness 

of presence of the most affordable retailer 
who house products of all kinds from across 
the world. This store is located at Sulaibiya, in 
Industrial Area 2 and would thereby cater to 
the daily shopping requirements of Kuwaiti’s 
and the expat population residing there. 

The new Grand Hyper which also happens 
to be the 26th branch in Kuwait has opened 
abiding to the guidelines and safety measures 
laid down by Ministry of Health, Kuwait. Grand 
has taken all precautionary measures ensuring 
safety of customers visiting the store.

Grand Hyper opens their 26th store
 in Sulaibiya, Agility Compound, Industrial 2

Spending on health by
MoH exceeds billion dinars

In continued efforts to provide the most ef-
fective and timely health services to citizens 
and residents in the face of onslaught by the 

COVID-19 health crisis, the Ministry of Health 
(MoH) has spent in excess of KD1.1 billion on 
hospital related services since the beginning of 
the fiscal year in April 2021.

Statistics provided by the MoH reveal that 
this figure includes contracts signed for the de-
livery of the various vaccines that Kuwait has 
approved, along with other medical needs of 
public sector hospitals. 

The spending of KD1.1 billion dinars during 
the first eight months of the fiscal year until 
the end of November amounted to 39.8 per-
cent of the total expenditure of KD2.7 billion 
that was approved for these services in the 
budget for the year.

The average government spending on hos-
pital services to cover all the health needs of 
citizens and residents was about KD1 billion, 
which accounted for the largest share of the 
spending volume, with spending on prod-
ucts, devices and medical equipment stood at 
around KD38 million.
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future as well. Supporting freedom of expres-
sion worldwide is a key priority for the United 
States. We have made direct efforts to release 
imprisoned or displaced political dissidents and 
continue to advocate that fundamental free-
doms should not be a crime in the first place. It 
is one of the basic freedoms that help people to 
have a role in the civil life of their country in or-
der to achieve prosperity and security for them, 
and everything that affects the basic freedoms 
of citizens will be our priority. Our efforts have 
included supporting those advocating for the 
rights of women, girls, and all people, and we 
have pressed for the release and lifting of re-
strictions on women’s rights activists.  

What are the obstacles that the United 
States faces in the region that hinder its 
vision of further reforms?
 The United States makes common cause with 
a wide range of partners with different political 
systems, as we always have. Our commitment 
to democratic norms and human rights begins 
at home — where it is a source of national pride 
and strength —  and it remains a vital part of 
our engagement in the world.  

The United States will speak up for our val-
ues, and we also work to build closer, stronger 
relationships with our partners — and where 
possible to align our bilateral relationships with 
our values and interests.  That work can be in-
cremental and challenging.  As governments 
and citizens in this region work to move their 
societies and institutions forward, our hope is 
that our engagement creates opportunities for 
progress, cooperation, and positive change.  

Are there shifting dynamics in US foreign 
policy?
Regional dynamics are ever-changing, but it is 
equally important to look at what is not chang-
ing; the United States remains a close strategic 
partner to Kuwait and to the GCC.  We have en-
joyed strong strategic, diplomatic, economic, 
and people-to-people ties for many decades and 
look forward to continuing to strengthen them.

As threats and conditions have changed in 
the region, we have always adapted together 
as partners. An excellent recent example is the 
Gulf states’ close coordination on Afghanistan 
and their indispensable support in facilitat-
ing the transit of US citizens, Embassy Kabul 
personnel, Afghans, and other evacuees from 
Afghanistan.  The Gulf states have been at the 
forefront of our efforts to evacuate people from 
Afghanistan to safety. We are deepening our 
cooperation not only on counterterrorism, de-
fense, and oil but also on clean energy, climate 
change, and COVID-19.

The United States has enduring strategic in-

terests that will keep us engaged in this region 
for decades to come, including ensuring the 
freedom of maritime navigation and the flow of 
energy into the global economy; counterterror-
ism; preventing the spread of nuclear weapons; 
helping our partners to defend themselves; and 
encouraging positive changes across the re-
gion to help societies prepare for the immense 
challenges that lay ahead, challenges which 
often will not respect national or even regional 
boundaries.

The United States and the GCC countries 
have an unprecedented opportunity to work 
together to heal old rifts within the region and 
create new accords. We have seen concrete ex-
amples of progress already like the end of the 
Gulf rift earlier this year, improved relations be-
tween the GCC and Turkey, in addition to nor-
malized relations between Israel and several 
Arab countries under the Abraham Accords.

We respect each country’s sovereignty and 
expect them to make decisions based on their 
own interests. The United States views the 
Abraham Accords as an important step forward 
and something we hope to build upon further 
shared successes. The United States will con-
tinue to search for any other opportunities to 
expand cooperation between the countries of 
the region and Israel and to close this file, which 
must be closed.

Will attention shift from the Gulf to the 
Indo-Pacific and China?
Regarding efforts by China to expand its coop-
eration in the region, as the Secretary has said 
time and time again, our relationship with Chi-
na will be competitive when it should be, col-
laborative when it can be, and adversarial when 
it must be. 

We recognize that our allies and partners 
have complex relationships with China, which 
will not always align with our own. Our focus has 
been on closing the gaps in areas like technolo-
gy and infrastructure, which we have seen China 
exploit to exert coercive pressure. We will rely 
on innovation and competition in these areas.

We are in close coordination with Kuwait 
on many of the issues I have highlighted. The 
United States, Kuwait, and other Gulf countries 
continue to consult closely on Iran and a return 
to the JCPOA. Most recently, senior U.S. officials 
and members of the GCC convened a working 
group on Iran at the GCC’s headquarters on 
November 17 and issued a Joint Statement on 
their shared views on this issue.  

Similarly, the United States and Kuwait are 
partners in efforts to combat the climate crisis 
– for example, we both joined the Global Meth-
ane Pledge.  We will continue to deepen our 
partnership on the issues we’ve worked on to-
gether for many years. And we will broaden our 
partnership to new fields of endeavor because 
we want to be active together wherever we can 
deliver greater security, prosperity, and wellbe-
ing for people in Kuwait, the United States, and 
around the world.

Daniel Benaim is Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for Arabian Peninsula Affairs in the Near East 
Bureau at the US Department of State. He is a for-
mer Middle East policy advisor to President Biden, 
he has worked at the White House, State Depart-
ment, and Senate Foreign Relations Committee. He 
is a lifetime member and former International Af-
fairs Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations.
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We clearly seek to support and strengthen the 
role of democratic institutions, and to show the 
importance of active civil political participa-
tion. We support enabling citizens to contrib-
ute to the civil life of their countries in order to 
achieve prosperity and security. We have seen 
areas of remarkable progress in the region and 
areas where significant work still lies ahead. 

How can the United States apply these 
principles?
 I want to underscore that we discuss human 
rights with our partners against the backdrop 
of incredibly close, deep, and wide-ranging 
partnerships that span from traditional security 
cooperation to COVID-19 and climate change to 
higher education.  Our partnerships in the Gulf 
are enduringly important to the United States, 
including in Kuwait, where Secretary Blinken 
made his first visit to the region in July 2021.

In my own travels to the region as a US offi-
cial, I have had the chance to meet with many 
civilians and influencers in civil society and 
people who have traveled to the United States 
as part of our exchange programs. In every soci-
ety in this region, there are remarkably talented 
people working to solve the problems they 
have identified in their communities. We are 
proud to support efforts by both governments 
and private citizens to find the best solutions

In Kuwait, in addition to every society in this 
region, we find individuals who are remarkably 
talented in evaluating and diagnosing problems 
and helping us in suggesting appropriate solu-
tions to them, and we find them keen to solve 
the problems of their societies. We are proud to 
support these people and open more channels 
of communication with them, as their participa-
tion in improving their countries is an important 
role that should not be left solely to govern-
ments only, people are an essential partner in 
determining the shape and mechanism of their 

US supports strengthening democratic institutions in Kuwait

Booster shot mandatory 
for travel after initial vaccination

The Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) announced last week 
that taking the third booster jab of 

the anti-coronavirus vaccination would 
become a mandatory condition for allow-
ing citizens who had been vaccinated nine 
months ago to travel, with effect from Sun-

day, 2 January 2022.
The directorate said in a statement ad-

dressed to airways companies operating 
at Kuwait International Airport that accord-
ing to the Cabinet resolution, and after as-
sessing the global epidemiological status, 
nationals who had been vaccinated nine 

month ago would no longer be allowed to 
travel if they had not taken the booster shot.

As to travelers coming to Kuwait, no pas-
senger will be allowed into the country un-
less they present a PCR certificate issued 48 
hours prior to their travel. Arrivals are also 
compelled to be quarantined for ten days, 

however they are to be relieved of the isola-
tion if they take a PCR test at least 72 hours 
after coming to the country proving that 
they are not infected.

Immunization for arrivals must also be 
substantiated via the ‘immunity’ and ‘Ha-
waiti’ applications.
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The northern summer of 2021 has 
brought a series of record-breaking 
natural disasters. The list — which 

includes intense flooding in China and 
Western Europe, heatwaves and drought in 
North America, extreme drought in Africa, 
and wildfires in the sub-Arctic and Southern 
Europe — is long, growing, and global.

This is probably the beginning of climate 
chaos, and it delivers a stark message: we 
can no longer rely on historical patterns 
to inform predictions of future natural 
disasters. Notably, the latest report by 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) more clearly attributes 
extreme weather events to humans’ 
influence on the climate, pointing out 
that fossil fuels have caused 86 percent 
of carbon-dioxide emissions in the past 
decade.

For decades, a small number of 
extremely rich and powerful private and 
state-owned firms have profited greatly 
from selling these fuels while deceiving 
the public and influencing governments 
to forestall political action to tackle climate 
change. Big Oil’s strategies to preserve its 
business model for as long as possible are 
well documented. Facebook ads promoting 
their ‘climate friendliness’ and ‘green gas’ 
were viewed 431 million times in 2020 alone.

Such corporate deceit is especially 
problematic for countries in the Global 
South, which are striving to improve 
their economic security and risk locking 
themselves into dirty infrastructure assets 
that will become stranded. In fact, every 
region has high renewable energy potential. 
International collaboration and support, 
particularly finance from the Global North, 
is essential to realizing it.

The lack of an international mechanism 
directly addressing fossil fuels means that 
the industry has continued to expand 
significantly, even since the 2015 Paris 
climate agreement was signed. According 
to the United Nations’ Production Gap 
Report, planned fossil-fuel production in 
2030 is currently 120 percent greater than 
would be allowed under a 1.5° Celsius 
carbon budget.

Implementing these plans would 
threaten to trigger runaway climate change. 
But their backers seem to be getting away 
with it, clearly showing that political 
leaders have turned a blind eye to this 
most obvious driver of climate chaos. Even 

so-called climate champions like Canada, 
the United Kingdom, the United States, 
and Norway are approving new fossil-fuel 
projects while sounding the climate alarm 
in step with the IPCC.

While focusing on minimizing emissions 
might have been a sensible approach in the 
early 1990s, it is clearly not enough today. 
We also need a complementary mechanism 
explicitly geared toward constraining 
fossil-fuel supply. Emerging initiatives such 
as the Beyond Oil and Gas Alliance can 

serve as forums that establish a new norm 
of climate leadership and create political 
space to advance discussions among first 
movers and vulnerable countries. But as 
political momentum grows, a pathway 
for establishing an international legal 
instrument needs to be worked out. One 
tool that is gaining global support and 
would help to put us on a meaningful path 
toward a livable climate is a Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

Such a treaty would emulate existing 
international agreements that aim to reduce 
the threat of nuclear weapons, landmines, 
ozone depletion, and other security risks. 
And it would be based on the three pillars 

of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
On the first pillar of a future treaty, 

non-proliferation, the world has made 
significant progress in the past few months. 
The International Energy Agency said 
that any new fossil-fuel development will 
conflict with the Paris agreement’s goals, G7 
members agreed to stop financing new coal 
projects, and many jurisdictions banned all 
new fossil fuel permits.

The second pillar is a feasible phaseout. 
Most climate scientists agree that we need 

to wind down existing fossil-fuel stockpiles 
and production. Even without any new 
coal, oil, or gas projects, the world would 
produce 35 percent more oil and 69 percent 
more coal by 2030 than is consistent with a 
1.5°C pathway.

Third, a new treaty should help to enable a 
just transition away from fossil fuels through 
a process of international cooperation that 
has equity at its core. Wealthy fossil-fuel-
producing economies would lead the way 
and share the benefits and burdens of the 
transition with poorer countries, workers, 
and affected communities. This should 
include the provision of financial resources 
to enable policymakers to implement and 
sustain necessary climate policies.

Hundreds of organizations representing 
thousands of individuals have joined the 
call for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. Earlier this year, the Dalai Lama and 
100 other Nobel laureates called for an 
end to fossil-fuel expansion, while more 
than 2,000 academics and scientists have 
signaled their support in an open letter.

We will have to live in a world in which 
extreme climate events become more 
intense and frequent. But the first rule of 
getting out of a hole is to stop digging. And 
that requires not succumbing to the power 
and influence of the fossil-fuel lobby and its 
political allies.

Finding viable solutions for managing 
the fossil-fuel industry’s decline is now 
more critical than ever. A Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty offers a vision and 
path for what true international climate 
leadership and cooperation could look like.

TASNEEM ESSOP AND LILI FUHR
Tasneem Essop, Executive Director of Climate Action 
Network International, is a steering committee member 
for the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty Initiative.
Lili Fuhr, Head of the International Environmental Policy 
Division of the Heinrich Böll Foundation, is a steering 
committee member for the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation 
Treaty Initiative and a founding board member of the 
Climate Justice Fund.
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Extreme climate events are likely to be the 
norm in future, but the first rule of getting 

out of a hole is to stop digging. And that 
requires not succumbing to the power and 

influence of the fossil-fuel lobby and its 
political allies.

Designing a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty
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After a year in which people longed 
to get back to ‘normal’, it is now 
clear that COVID-19 will not make 

this possible. The pandemic, now heading 
into its third year, has profoundly affected 
individuals, communities, countries, and 
international cooperation, creating four 
tough challenges for 2022. Rebuilding trust 
will be critical to confronting all of them.

The first challenge is that people’s 
relationship to work has changed. In some 
countries, lockdowns, the death of loved 
ones, and the general uncertainty of the 
pandemic have prompted or accelerated 
a rethink. In the United States, the number 
of workers quitting their jobs exceeded 
four million in each month from July to 
October 2021. Many young Chinese are 
joining the ‘lie flat’ movement by opting 
out of long working hours, doing the bare 
minimum to get by, and striving for only 
what is absolutely essential for survival. 
The pandemic has deepened the divide 
between those who can work from home 
and the many who cannot.

In 2022, people need to trust that going 
back to work will genuinely improve 
their lives. Getting to that point will 
require action by both governments and 
companies. Investment to help remedy the 
disruption in education caused by COVID-19 
is crucial. Some 1.6 billion students in 180 
countries were kept out of school as a result 
of the pandemic. Establishing programs 
to help students catch up – and gain the 
skills and training needed for the twenty-
first-century economy — will help them get 
better jobs. 

Governments cannot do this alone, 

but they can at least set standards for 
education and training. They also can create 
or strengthen firms’ incentives to invest 
in their workforce by requiring decent 
pay and working conditions. For their 
part, employers will need to reevaluate 
the workplace, demonstrate trust in 
their employees, invest in professional 
development, and accommodate new work 
patterns.

The second challenge in 2022 is to stem 
the global trend toward authoritarianism. 
According to Freedom House, the pandemic 
has weakened checks and balances 
on government power in at least 80 
countries, both rich and poor. Government 
surveillance, police brutality, and detention 
have increased, and in many countries 
free media and expression have been 
threatened or curtailed. Vulnerable groups 
such as ethnic and religious minorities and 
migrants have suffered disproportionately.

Political corruption is flourishing, too. 
In Mauritania, according to the Freedom 

House report, ministers of the ruling party 
misused COVID-19 funds. In 2020, the prime 
minister and entire cabinet resigned. In 
the United Kingdom, Conservative Party 
members and supporters were given 
special ‘fast-track’ access to bid for contracts 
to supply personal protective equipment.

In dozens of countries worldwide, 
elections have been postponed or canceled, 
or certified results have been questioned. 
In 2022, citizens will need to find ways 
to hold their leaders accountable and to 
rebuild institutions and public trust. In 
some countries, this is already happening, 

reflecting how well governments do five 
things: provide or regulate public services; 
anticipate change and protect citizens; 
use power and public resources ethically; 
consult their citizens and explain their 
decisions to them; and improve living 
conditions for all.

The third challenge the world faces 
in 2022 is another pandemic. Although 
it is easy to think that COVID-19 eclipses 
all other public-health emergencies in 
our lifetime, our current focus must not 
blind us to other threats from infectious 
diseases. Earlier this month, for example, 
the UK’s chief veterinary officer warned of a 

“phenomenal level” of avian flu, with “huge 
human, animal, and trade implications.”

In 2021, the world failed to distribute 
vaccines, treatments, and therapies for 
COVID-19 equitably or efficiently. The 
COVID-19 Vaccine Global Access (COVAX) 
facility was created to ensure immunization 
for all, thereby containing mutations 
of the virus and its spread. But wealthy 

governments instead competed to secure 
access to the vaccines for their citizens first.

Trust and cooperation among 
governments is not an impossible ideal. 
The key is to design rules, institutions, 
and policy implementation in a way 
that assures countries that everyone is 
(mostly) complying. A deep flaw at the 
heart of the COVID-19 response has been 
a lack of transparency about how much 
governments are paying for vaccine 
doses – and to whom. In 2022, the world 
must urgently redesign and improve the 
global arrangements for vaccine research, 

distribution, and financing in order to 
ensure the minimum level of trust needed 
to make international cooperation possible.

Finally, COVID-19 is transforming the 
economic rulebook for 2022. Economic 
nationalism is rising, accelerated by 
countries’ experiences trying to procure 
equipment, treatments, and vaccines. 
Add to this the desire to achieve net-zero 
emissions targets, and the result likely will 
be a proliferation of industrial policies, 
more protectionist trade measures, and 
greater skepticism toward foreign investors 

– all against a backdrop of tighter monetary 
policy and rising government debt.

These trends are heightened by geopolitical 
alliances and rivalries, which are spilling 
over into economic deal-making. India and 
Russia recently stepped up their cooperation 
by signing 28 agreements in areas ranging 
from military cooperation to trade. And the 
European Union is now self-consciously 
adopting a defense and military planning term, 

“open strategic autonomy,” to frame its new 
approach to trade. Taiwan is a good example 
of how security concerns are being blurred 
with economic objectives. Its sovereignty 
has become bound up with a competition 
for control over the much-sought-after high-
grade semiconductors it produces.

The global economic challenges for 2022 
are sobering. But even at the height of the 
Cold War, basic international agreements 
and institutions of mutual restraint were 
possible thanks to patient negotiation 
and arrangements that gave assurances to 
both sides. Trust is not a panacea to rising 
international tension, but a modicum of it, 
backed by broadly credible institutions, will 
be vital to contain that tension.

There will be no return to the status quo 
ante after COVID-19, because the pandemic 
has changed too many things. The 
challenge for the coming year is to move 
forward by redesigning and reimagining 
our rules and institutions with an eye toward 
reestablishing trust in the domains of work, 
politics, public health, and economic policy.

Publisher & Editor-In-Chief
Tareq Yousuf Al-Shumaimry

Managing Editor
Reaven D’Souza

P O Box 5141, Safat 13052, Kuwait
Tel : 24814404, 24810109
Fax : 24834815
Email : infotimeskuwait@gmail.com
Printed in: Al Khat Printing Press Co.

editortimeskuwait@gmail.com reaven1@gmail.com
KUWAIT’S PREMIER WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE

www.timeskuwait.com        @timeskuwait        @thetimesq8       @thetimeskuwait

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

In 2022, the world must urgently redesign 
and improve the global arrangements 
for vaccine research, distribution, and 

financing in order to ensure the minimum 
level of trust needed to make international 

cooperation possible.
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Key to COVID-Powered 
Challenges of 2022
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Increasing use of algorithms and computer 
modeling has led to artificial intelligence 
(AI) and machine learning being involved 

in a wide variety of applications that impact 
our lives. At the same time, the power of 
social media, its ease of access to people 
everywhere, and its widespread use in most 
countries, have led to these platforms being 
manipulated by unscrupulous elements, 
including states, groups and individuals, to 
promote their own interests and ideas. 

Now, researchers at American University 
in Washington DC have leveraged the 
capabilities of AI and machine learning 
to spot and stop the spread of fake news 
and other misinformation online. Using 
statistical models the researchers were able 
to successfully detect misinformation in social 
posts, and in the process they were also able 
to avoid the problem of what are called ‘black 
boxes’ that occur in machine learning.

The ‘black box’ is the challenging element 
of ‘unknowability’ that scientists face when 
conducting statistical models. The black box 
refers to the lack of knowledge that exists on 
how machines arrive at the same decision as 
their human trainers.

Working on a Twitter dataset loaded with 
misinformation tweets about COVID-19, the 
researchers were able to show how statistical 
models can detect misinformation in social 
media during events like a pandemic or a 
natural disaster. The scientists also revealed 
how the computer model’s decisions aligned 
with those made by humans.

Understanding the black box of 
uncertainty is important as it allows us to 
know what a machine is ‘thinking’ when it 

makes a decision, and why these decisions 
agree with the views, even biased ones’ of 
the people who trained it. Understanding this 
factor is important so that someone’s social 
media account does not get blocked because 
a computer model makes a biased decision. 

Machine learning using statistics is not 
as popular a field of study as deep learning, 
which involves the complex, multi-layered 
type of machine learning and artificial 
intelligence. Nevertheless, statistical models 
have proven to be effective in providing a 
so far untapped layer of protection against 
misinformation, explained one team member 
involved in the new study.

What was significant about our finding is 
that the model we used achieved accuracy 
while offering transparency about how it 
detected the tweets that were misinformation; 
deep learning methods cannot achieve this 
kind of accuracy with transparency,” added 
the researcher.

From a testing set of 112 real and 
misinformation tweets, the model achieved 
a high prediction performance and classified 
them correctly, with an accuracy of nearly 
90 percent. Before testing the model on the 
dataset, researchers had to first train the 
model, as computer models are only as good 
as the information humans provide to them. 
However, in the process of training, often 
human biases get introduced and black boxes 
get created. For example, trainer biases have 
been blamed for racial profiling that occurs in 
some facial recognition technologies.

For their study, the researchers carefully 
labeled the tweets as either misinformation 
or real, and they then employed a set of 

predefined rules about language used in 
misinformation to guide their choices. They 
also considered the nuances in human 
language and linguistic features linked to 
misinformation, such as a post that has a 
greater use of proper nouns, punctuation 
and special characters. A socio-linguist 
then identified the tweets for writing styles 
associated with misinformation, bias, and less 
reliable sources in news media. 

Following these preparations, the 
researchers then set about training their 
computer model. Once these inputs were 
fed into the model, it began attempting to 
understand the underlying factors that lead 
to separating good and bad information, 
especially by learning about the context and 
how words interact with each other.

For example, two of the tweets in the 
dataset contained the words ‘bat soup’ and 
‘Covid’ together. The tweets were labeled 
misinformation by the researchers, and the 
model identified them as such. The model 
identified the tweets as having hate speech, 
hyperbolic language, and strongly emotional 
language, all of which are associated with 
misinformation. This suggests that the model 
distinguished in each of these tweets the 
human decision behind the labeling, and that 
it abided by the researchers’ rules.

The researchers admit that in its current 
form their findings can at best be used 
by other scientists and social scientists 
conducting studies on misformation. 
However, they plan to soon design steps to 
improve the user interface of their computer 
model, as well as improving the model so that 
it can detect misinformation in social posts 

that include images or other multimedia. 
But in order to do this, the statistical model 
will have to learn how a variety of elements 
in social media posts come together and 
interact to create ‘believable’ misinformation. 
The researchers hope to achieve this through 
their future work in this field.

In the meantime the scientists 
acknowledged that despite advances in 
machine learning to help fight misinformation, 
human intelligence and news literacy remain 
the first line of defense in stopping the spread 
of misinformation. “Through our work, we 
design tools based on machine learning 
to alert and educate the public in order to 
eliminate misinformation, but we strongly 
believe that humans need to play an active 
role in not spreading misinformation in the 
first place,” said the scientists in concluding 
the report on their study.

AI to help tackle misinformation on social media

Brain surgery without
scalpel, incisions
A novel technique involving sound waves and microscopic bubbles could 

be  employed in the near future to treat in a noninvasive manner several 
challenging brain diseases that currently depend on complex and invasive 
brain surgery performed by specialized surgeons, and has proven to be 
highly traumatic for the patients involved.

Scientists at the University of Virginia along with their colleagues at 
Stanford University in the United States say they have now developed a 
noninvasive way to remove faulty circuits in the human brain. The new 
technique could allow doctors to treat debilitating neurological diseases 
without the need for conventional brain surgery involving scalpels and 
incisions. The new technique employs low-intensity focused ultrasound 

waves combined with microbubbles 
to briefly penetrate the brain’s natural 
defenses and allow the targeted 
delivery of a neurotoxin. This 
neurotoxin then kills the culprit brain 
cells while sparing other healthy cells 
and preserving the surrounding brain 
architecture. The scientists behind 
the new technique said that if their 
approach is successfully translated 
to the operating room, it could 

revolutionize the treatment of some of the most challenging and complex 
neurological diseases, including epilepsy, movement disorders and more. 

“Our surgical strategy has the potential to supplant existing neurosurgical 
procedures used for the treatment of neurological disorders that are complex 
and do not readily respond to medication. It eliminates the diseased brain 
cells, spares adjacent healthy cells and achieves these outcomes without even 
having to cut into the scalp,” said the scientists behind the new technique.

The new approach, labeled in detail as Precise, Intracerebral, Noninvasive, 
Guided surgery, and shortened to PING, has already demonstrated 
exciting potential in laboratory studies. For instance, one of the promising 
applications for PING could be for the surgical treatment of epilepsies 
that do not respond to medication. Approximately a third of patients with 
epilepsy do not respond to anti-seizure drugs, and have to rely on surgery to 
reduce or eliminate seizures from this disease. The novel PING approach was 
used to reduce or eliminate seizures in two research models of epilepsy. This 
success raises the possibility of treating epilepsy in a carefully-targeted and 
noninvasive manner without the need for traditional brain surgery. 

A key advantage of the new approach is its incredible precision. 
Using the capability of PING the scientists were able to focally eliminate 
neurons in a brain region, while sparing non-target cells in the same area. 
In contrast, currently available surgical approaches damage all cells in a 
treated brain region. 
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The end of a year invites reflection 
on the events and trends that have 
shaped it. In 2021, they include the 

COVID-19 pandemic, recently reinvigorated 
by the Omicron variant; the steady march 
of climate change, which has intensified 
pressure to reach net-zero emissions; and 
geopolitical tensions, especially the great-
power rivalry between the United States 
and China. On all of these fronts, 2021 was a 
year of deterioration.

As difficult as 2020 was, it concluded 
with grounds for hope. Effective COVID-19 
vaccines were being deployed. The US had a 
new president, who, unlike his predecessor, 
recognized the threat climate change poses 
and the value of America’s alliances. NATO 
was developing its new Strategic Concept. 
Effective action to address the challenges 
confronting the West seemed to be a real 
possibility.

And yet, over the past year, those 
challenges have merely escalated and 
multiplied. The unprecedented global 
social experiment brought about by the 
pandemic, including people’s confinement 
to their homes, has placed severe strain on 
societies. Deepening polarization is tearing 
at democracies’ seams.

It does not help that even in countries 
where liberal democracy is firmly 
established, governments have assumed 

exceptional powers — a trend whose 
insidious effects are likely to endure long 
after the emergency is over. Beyond 
the indisputable psychological toll of 
lockdowns, perceived abuses of power may 
have lasting consequences on future public 
support, including citizens’ perception of 
the social contract. Recognizing the threat 
to democracy worldwide, US President Joe 
Biden recently convened a virtual summit on 
the topic (with a questionable guest list). But, 
as some experts have observed, renewing 
democracy will require something more 
fundamental.

On the economic front, the recovery 
has been highly asymmetric, with some 
economies posting strong progress, while 
others have remained on life support. Now, 
supply shocks and energy-price spikes, 
together with a new wave of travel bans and 
lockdowns, are generating more headwinds. 
And, amid rising financial risks and 
inflationary pressures, policymakers and 

international financial institutions are being 
forced to perform a delicate balancing act.

The lack of effective multilateral action 
during the pandemic, exemplified by huge 
discrepancies in vaccine access, has further 
highlighted the global system’s inadequate 
capacity to address shared challenges. A 
disappointing United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP26) in Glasgow put 
the finishing touches on a bleak picture.

Declining confidence in international 
cooperation could not come at a worse 
time. Russia is now amassing troops near 
its border with Ukraine. And, with China 
behaving ever-more assertively, the risk of 
conflict in the Western Pacific continues to 
rise.

A succession of virtual summits has 
failed to ease tensions. And new security 
mechanisms — notably, the Quad, a loose 
coalition of the Indo-Pacific region’s four 
major democracies, and the AUKUS defense 
agreement between Australia, the United 

Kingdom, and the US — lack the clarity of 
vision and comprehensive approach that is 
needed to ensure stability.

Against this backdrop, even more 
asymmetric warfare and geopolitical tumult 
can be expected in 2022. As the Communist 
Party of China prepares for its 20th National 
Congress in October, its leaders will 
probably continue to offer cooperation on 
shared challenges like climate change, while 
vigorously resisting any Western effort to 
counter their country’s growing influence.

To negotiate from a position of strength, 
shoring up the frayed transatlantic 
relationship must be a high priority for the 
West. That was the point of Biden’s oft-
repeated slogan, “America is back,” which 
was supposed to be a repudiation of his 
predecessor Donald Trump’s “America First” 
doctrine. Yet the transatlantic relationship 
is nowhere near back on track. For example, 
it was not until last month that the Biden 
administration announced that it would 
roll back the tariffs Trump had imposed 
on European steel and aluminum. And 
according to the most recent Trans-Atlantic 
Scorecard, produced by the Brookings 
Institution, US-European relations dropped 
from an average of 6.6 (on a 1-10 scale) at the 
end of June to 5.3 at the end of September.

It is up to Biden to demonstrate his 
administration’s resolve to restore the 
transatlantic relationship. But that is unlikely 
to happen soon. American political tradition 
dictates that presidents focus more on 
foreign policy in their second term, when 
they no longer face re-election. For now, 
Biden is preoccupied with his low approval 
rating, November’s midterm congressional 
elections, and Trump’s possible return as 
the Republican Party’s 2024 presidential 
nominee.
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