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In ancient Roman mythology the 
deity associated with the month 
of January, and in whose honor 

the month is named, is Janus. As the 
deity of beginnings, transitions and 
endings, Janus is often depicted in 
profile with two faces representing 
his ability to see into the past with 
one face, and into the future with the 
other. With Janus lending his bless-
ings to both the ending of an old year 
and the beginning of a new one, any 
event implemented during this pe-
riod was considered propitious and 
likely to be successful. 

Though the incumbent Prime 
Minister His Highness Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah does 

not possess the Janus-like ability to 
see into the future, he can certainly 
use past experiences to extrapolate 

what the future could potentially 
hold, especially when it comes to 
relations between the executive and 

opposition legislators in parliament. 
Nevertheless, the fact that the latest 
cabinet to be formed in Kuwait was 
announced in December and is set to 
assume office in January, is perhaps 
symbolic of an auspicious start and of 
successful relations between the two 
arms of government in the upcoming 
parliamentary session. We sincerely 
hope that 2022 will herald a new 
political era in the country’s march 
along its democratic path, and will be 
a turning point in relations between 
the executive and legislative arms of 
the government.

As legislators prepare to gather 
once again within the hallowed 
halls of the Abdullah A-Salem Hall in 
Parliament, the yearning of everyone 
in Kuwait is that parliamentarians 
will find the fortitude, wisdom 
and maturity to work together in  

harmony, and in a constructive spirit 
of cooperation and coordination. 
The hope is that they will work with 
a sense of purpose, dedication and 
commitment to the growth and 
development of the country, and to 
the prosperity and betterment of the 
lives of citizens.
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Ministry of Education (MoE) has 
announced that all students 
appearing from next week for 

mid-term exams of the current 2021/2022 
scholastic year, will have to present a 
negative PCR test certificate, or a printed 
vaccination certificate, before being allowed 
to enter the examination halls.

Al-Jarida said, mobile phones and similar 
devices are forbidden and the education 
sources said those students who do not 
comply with these conditions will not be 
allowed to answer the test.

In addition, students who have not 
yet received their vaccination will have to 
produce a PCR test certificate on a weekly 

basis during the examination period. 
Students will also be required to wear face 
masks throughout the time they spend in 
school and to avoid gatherings. 

The ministry noted that the examination 
committees are also ensuring that students 
are seated at least one meter apart on all sides 
from their colleagues  in the examination hall, 
as  well as providing sterilization tools and 
thermal devices at the entrances to schools.

Intermediate and secondary school 
administrations have been asked by the 
MoE to be firm in applying the health 
requirements on everyone arriving in the 
school, including students, teachers, other 
school staff and parents coming into school 

premises. Meanwhile, it was also disclosed 
that the concerned authorities at MoE 
have not decided on whether to switch to 
online learning from the second semester 
in view of the spread of a new variant of the 
Coronavirus in Kuwait.

Refuting  rumors appearing on social 
media platforms in recent days, the ministry 
noted in a statement that any decision 
on the matter would be coordinated with 
the Ministry of Health through the joint 
ministerial committee tasked with curbing 
the spread of COVID-19.

The present system of weekly alternating 
study groups’ will continue as it takes into 
consideration the students’ academic needs 

and health, said the ministry statement. 
The ministry added that rather than paying 
heed to rumors, students should only rely on 
official announcements, and in the meantime 
focus on their final exams.

MoE insists on health protocols
for mid-term exams

In line with instructions from the cabinet 
and health authorities, Kuwait International 

Airport (KIA) has initiated and implemented a 
number of health protocols that all passengers 
arriving and departing through the airport must 
rigorously adhere to.

Increasing awareness among both arriving and 
departing passengers to the health guidelines 
mandated by Kuwait has meant there has been a 
smooth flow of passengers transiting the airport 
in recent weeks.  The airport authority noted 
that a total of 65 incoming flights brought in 
about 10,000 passengers, while the 99 outbound 
flights departed to various destinations amid 

strict health measures. The number of incoming 
passengers on each flight varied, as the airport 
received flights from India, Egypt, Bangladesh, 
Saudi Arabia, London, Turkey and Paris. 

New decisions initiated at the airport require 
that no passenger coming to the country will 
be admitted unless they submit a negative PCR 
test certificate done within 48 hours of arrival in 
Kuwait. Moreover, all passengers are mandated 
to spend 10 days in home quarantine on arrival in 
the country, but this condition will be rescinded 
provided the concerned person produces a 
negative PCR test certificate taken at least 72 
hours after the time of arrival.

In a media briefing last week, government 
spokesperson Tareq Al-Mezrem said that 

the relevant health authorities in Kuwait 
are in full alert and remain vigilant to the 
evolving Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV2 
that is spreading in many countries.

Speaking to the media following the 
ministerial committee meeting last week on 
the COVID-19 situation in the country, which 
was chaired by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-
Ali Al-Sabah, the government spokesperson 
said the related government entities remain 
on high alert to latest developments 
with regard to the virus. He added that 
the government was urging citizens and 
residents alike to receive a booster dose 
of the vaccine at the earliest available 
opportunity, and to strictly adhere to all 
health guidelines, especially during social 
events and community celebrations. 

He underlined the need for everyone to 

work together, in order to ensure that health 
precautions and requirements, including 
mask-wearing, social distancing and regular 
hand washing are absolutely met so that 
the country’s health stability could be 
maintained.

Preparations underway 
to prevent Omicron wave

KIA ensures smooth flow of
passengers despite extra precautions

In a bid to beautify the landscape and remove 
any encroachments and violations of state 

property and land in the Capital governorate, 
a team of officials from the Municipality’s 
Cleanliness Department, headed by the 
Governor of the Capital Governorate Sheikh 
Talal Al-Khaled, and including top officials from 
the municipality and the ministry of interior, 
shut down a public square in the suburb of 
Shuwaikh last week.

Speaking to the media on the occasion, 
Governor Al-Khaled said: “We appreciate 
the efforts made by government institutions 
and their cooperation with the governorate 
to achieve public interests. We are aiming 
to redouble our efforts in partnership 
with other government entities such as 
Kuwait Municipality and the General Traffic 
Department of the Ministry of Interior, as well 
as the Ministry of Public Works, to achieve 
our aspirations in bringing about an aesthetic 
shift and development of various parts of the 
capital.” The governor clarified that the closure 
of the yard was a temporary measure until work 
is done to beautify the landscape or create 
multi-story car parks, since these places have 
become a haven for ‘abandoned cars’, and for 
random and private use by owners of nearby 
garages, factories, and other shops.

He added the encroachments and abuses 
on state property must stop, as public property 
is a red line, and usage of these properties must 
be in line with existing laws and processes. 
He reiterated that “the campaigns against 
infringements on capital property in all regions 
of the capital would be relentless and our goal 
is to put an end to all such abuses, as they 
constitute a major obstacle in the face of the 
expected reform and beautification.”

He added that all heavy equipment and 
trucks must be parked outside residential 
areas, and the responsible authorities must 
find solutions to this dilemma, especially since 
the allocation of a location for these trucks 
and their services outside residential areas was 
decided upon years ago.”

Municipality moves to stop
encroachments on state properties
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Decline in women holding
leadership positions
Kuwait’s attempts to attain sustainable development, both as part of the country’s 

economic policy, as well as to realize the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) by 2030, will remain hamstrung as long as its commitment to empowering 
women are unrealized.

Figures show that in recent years, there has been a reversal in the percentage of 
women holding responsible leadership positions, said Dr. Mona Al-Enezi, who heads 
the Women’s Academic Affairs Committee at the Kuwait Society for Graduate Studies 
(KSGS). In her address to a symposium on ‘Academic and Social Rights of Women, 
between Reality and Hope’, organized by the KSGS last week, Dr. Al-Enezi emphasized 
the pivotal role of women in the process of achieving development and prosperity of 
society.  The symposium discussed the concept of women’s empowerment and its role 
in achieving sustainable development, and the hurdles to attaining this empowerment, 
as well as the solutions to improve women’s representation in line with international 
agreements, and its legal implications.

Speaking at the event, Dr. Lubna Al-Qadi, head of the Center for Women’s Studies and 
Research at the College of Social Sciences at Kuwait University, said that “Kuwait signed 

the UN SDGs in 2015, the fifth goal of which is  
concerned with empowerment of women, 
i.e. the necessity of gender equality in the 
sense that women everywhere enjoy equal 
rights and opportunities with fellow men.”

Al-Qadi added that despite the 
percentage of Kuwaiti women with 
university degrees in the workforce being 
twice that of Kuwaiti men, only 21 percent 
of leadership positions in the workplace 
were currently occupied by women. The 

exceptions to this are in the field of education and health, as well as in computer sciences, 
economics and allied health technical domains, where Kuwait women outnumber their 
male counterparts in leadership roles. She pointed out that the number of females who 
obtained higher degrees at Kuwait University is more than the males, while the number 
of students graduating in 2019-2020 in the university’s faculties was 4,118 females, a rate 
of 77.8 percent, compared to 1,174 males.

She explained that “one of the reasons hindering women from holding leadership 
positions at the university level is that women are rarely chosen by the concerned 
committees that are usually male dominated, and moreover, many women professors 
do not want to be involved in competing with their male counterparts. 

She indicated that women are partners in achieving sustainable development, and 
their contribution has helped the progress of society, stressing that women deserve 
appreciation, equal opportunities and rewards.

For her part, lawyer Azra Al-Rifai said “the academic rights of women to assume 
leadership positions decreased in Kuwait from 13 to 10 percent in all state sectors.

The last time a woman held a leadership position at the university was Dr. Fayza Al-
Kharafi as the university’s director, unlike some Gulf countries where the percentage of 
women are higher in leadership roles.

 She added that “the Kuwaiti constitution supports the role of women in society. 
Article 29 of the Constitution states that people are equal in human dignity and equal in 
rights and duties, and women should demand that the authorities adhere to this article 
and ensure its implementation.

She pointed out that “Kuwaiti women only obtained 30 percent of their legislative 
rights that they are supposed to obtain on equal terms with men, and job opportunities 
for women in the private sector are few, due to many fears among employers about 
women’s legal rights, such as maternity leave and other benefits and reduced working 
hours. So we believe that the law has not been sufficiently implemented.

High turn-out of citizens and residents 
at the vaccination center located at the 

Mishref Fairground has led the Ministry of 
Health (MoH) to decide on opening up more 
vaccination centers throughout the country.

The ministry is reported to be keen on 
immunizing the largest possible number 
of the population, with recipients being 
administered the first, second or third doses 
of the virus prevention vaccine.

According to latest statistics from the 
MoH, 346,669 people have received the 
booster dose until 26 December, with more 
expected to take up the vaccinations once 
the holidays are over. The ministry noted 

that vast quantities of vaccines are readily 
available to vaccinate the public, and that 
new batches of Pfizer vaccines will arrive in 
the country soon.

In the meantime, the field vaccination 
units of the ministry have begun 
administering booster doses of the vaccines 
to workers in commercial complexes, after it 
completed the task of vaccinating workers 
in the mosques sector, cooperative societies 
and supermarkets.

The ministry has also announced that the 
Sheikh Jaber Al- Ahmad Causeway drive-
through vaccination center has started 
providing booster shots against coronavirus 

as of Monday, 27 December
Expanding on plans by MoH to operate 

more vaccinations centers, the ministry  
spokesperson Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanad said 
in a news conference last week that the 
vaccination service on the causeway would 
continue on a daily basis from 4 to 10pm, 
except on Saturdays. At the same time the 
third booster jab would continue to be 
provided at the fairground in the Mishref 
area every day except for Fridays from 9am 
until 7pm, and at the Al-Jleeb sports center 
without a previous appointment.

He added that 15 more healthcare 
vaccination centers would start providing 

booster shots from this week, in addition 
to 36 other existing centers, thus raising the 
total number of third jab providers to 51 
nationwide.

More vaccination centers to open to meet demand

Kuwaiti women 
prefer private hospitals
for child delivery

An overwhelming majority of Kuwaiti women 
prefer to deliver their child in private hospitals, 

despite the availability of free services available at 
government hospitals.

Figures from the Central Administration of 
Statistics reveal that around 78 percent of Kuwaiti 
women chose to give birth in private hospitals 
during 2020, an indication that female citizens 
prefer private medical facilities to government 
hospitals. A breakdown of the numbers show 

that 24,450 Kuwaiti women gave birth in private 
hospitals, compared to 6,942 births in government 
hospitals.

On the other hand, the vast majority of non-
Kuwaiti women prefer to give birth in government 
hospitals. The statistics show that 16,889 non-
Kuwaiti women gave birth in government hospitals 
compared to 3,807 in private hospitals.
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To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness and 
has joined The Times Kuwait team in a new weekly 

column discussing nutrition and answering 
queries. You can send in your questions to 

infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

Are you one of those who lost weight on caffeine? 
or maybe you think that it was the caffeine effect 
while you were trying to control your food quality 

and quantity.. I personally never think of using drinks to 
control my appetite or to lose some weight, I always prefer 
the natural way which I am sure you all know: Eating a 
balanced diet plus exercise.

But, what is the direct relation between caffeine and 
weight loss? And why are a lot of fat- burning pills made 
out of caffeine?

I will start by saying that caffeine may slightly encourage 
weight loss or maybe prevent weight gain, but there is 
no proof that increased caffeine consumption can lead to 
permanent weight loss. When I mention caffeine, it doesn’t 
mean only the coffee people drink, but also different 
beverages including caffeine like tea, energy drinks and 
cola, products containing cocoa or chocolate.

What does coffee do?
• Caffeine stimulates thermogenesis: one of the ways 

your body generates heat and energy from digesting 
food.

• Thermogenesis is one basal metabolic rate reaction, 
which means the metabolism of your body at rest, 
when you are not exerting any effort. So it is a minimal 
reaction. And there is no evidence that long-term 
coffee consumption aids in weight loss.

• Caffeine also acts as a diuretic, which means it increases 
the amount of urine you excrete. So you end up losing 
the water more than the fat, which is why you tend to 
lose weight.

• Caffeine acts as a natural appetite suppressant: 

Caffeine lovers, those who drink more than 3 cups of 
coffee a day, may end up eating less throughout the 
day. Caffeine gives a feeling of satiety, especially when 
it comes to smoking with caffeine consumption

• Coffee contains antioxidants, which fights against 
cancer problems, but too much caffeine might cause 
nervousness, insomnia, nausea and increased blood 
pressure.  It contains ‘cafestol’ which increases blood 
cholesterol levels, so it is not recommended for people 
with issues with their cholesterol.

One final bit of advice is to not use any pills. It is 
dangerous in the long run.

Your best option is to intake two cups of coffee daily 
which is healthy due to their high antioxidant levels, but not 
more than this as caffeine will cause irritability, addiction 
and hypertension.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

 Thought
  for the         e

week
- Madsen Pirie

British Researcher and Author

To ask what causes poverty is like asking 
what causes cold. It is the absence of 

energy. Similarly, poverty is the absence 
of wealth. Weshould ask, "what are the 

causes of wealth?

If you think sushi is hard to make, 
think again: Here is a step-by-step 

guide on how to make a California 
roll that anyone can make, even if 
you’ve never rolled sushi before.

What’s in a California Roll?
Most of the ingredients for California 
rolls are easy to find, but here are a 
few things that you might need to go 
to a Japanese or Asian market for.
Imitation crabsticks: Imitation crab-
sticks are white with a pink tint on 
the outside and are made out of fish. 
Look for them in the refrigerated 
aisle, usually near the tofu or miso. If 
you want to use real crab, use shred-
ded crab meat, and you can use it 
as-is or stir in a bit of mayonnaise for 
creaminess if you like.
Sushi rice: Look for a short-grain 
white rice, usually labeled sushi rice. 
This kind of rice cooks up stickier 
than long-grain or basmati rice, so 
don’t be tempted to substitute. For 
an extra boost of flavor, cook the rice 
with a piece of kombu (dried kelp) if 
you would like.
Nori: These are sheets of dried sea-
weed. Look for a dark-colored nori 
that is tightly grained — and the 
thicker, the better.
Bamboo mat: An inexpensive bam-
boo sushi rolling mat makes for easi-
er sushi rolling. Can’t find a mat? Fold 
a thick kitchen towel in half, then 
place a sheet of plastic wrap on top 
and use this to roll instead.
The rest of the ingredients are easy 
find: sesame seeds (get toasted if you 
can), ripe buttery avocado, cucum-
ber, rice vinegar (don’t get seasoned 
rice vinegar), soy sauce, and wasabi 
and pickled ginger for serving.

Making Sushi Rice
The only cooking that needs to be 
done for California rolls is cooking 
the rice. Rinse away the extra surface 
starch, and cook either on the 
stovetop or in your rice cooker. While 

it is cooking, make the rice seasoning 
by heating up some rice vinegar 
with salt and sugar. This version is 
a fairly mild one, so feel free to play 
around with the vinegar and sugar 
proportions the second time around. 
To help cool the rice down, fan it with 
a sheet of paper as you fold in the 
seasoning.

Rolling California Rolls
Now comes the fun part: rolling! Make 
sure all the ingredients are prepped 
and ready to go/ Cut cucumber 
and avocado into pencil-thin strips, 
and unwrap the crabsticks. Tear the 
seaweed sheets in half, too — a full 
sheet will make a sushi roll that’s too 
thick. Keep a bowl of water handy 
— damp hands keep the rice from 
sticking to them.  Here is how to roll:
• Top the nori with rice and 

sesame seeds. Place an even 
layer of rice over a nori sheet, 
about 2/3 cup. Press it gently in 
with damp fingers. Sprinkle with 
some sesame seeds.

• Flip and press. Next, flip the 
whole thing over. Remember, 
the rice goes on the outside. 
Then, to get the rice to stick to 
the nori and not to the mat: fold 
the mat in half and press down 
gently to compact the rice a bit.

• Fill with crab, avocado, and 
cucumber. Place the crabsticks 
and cucumber across the 
middle of the nori. Top with the 
avocado.

• Roll up tight. Use the mat to roll 
the sushi up until the top and 
bottom meet. Press gently to 
compact and shape the roll until 
it’s nice and round.

• Cut into 6 pieces. After all the 
sushi is rolled up, cut each one 
into 6 pieces. Use the sharpest 
knife you have, or use a serrated 
knife, which is great for cutting 
through the seaweed. Flip the 
pieces cut-side up to show off 
your beautiful rolling skills.

California Roll

Clearing misconceptions between
caffeine and weight loss



5
The Times Kuwait              02 - 08 January 2022 
www.timeskuwait.com LOCAL

Embassy of Japan in Kuwait has announced 
that scholarships for the Teacher Training 

Program for the Academic Year 2022, offered 
by the Japanese Government, are now open to 
receive applications from teachers in Kuwait.

The scholarships for teacher training, which 
were established by the Japanese Government  
in 1954, aims to increase mutual understanding 
between the people of Japan and other 
countries, as well as make an international 
contribution in the intellectual field.

According to a statement by the embassy, 
Kuwaitis can apply for the scholarship if they 
meet the following conditions:

Applicants must be born on or after 2 
April, 1987. They must initially be graduates 
of universities or teacher training institutes 
and have worked as teachers for the primary, 
intermediate or secondary levels for at least 
five years. Applicants must be physically fit to 
participate in the program.

They must also have an interest in Japan and 
a desire to deepen their understanding of Japan 
after arriving there and must have an ability 
to prepare for research in Japan and adapt to 
live there. Embassy of Japan will examine the 
application forms, conduct interviews and 

examinations, and decide on the candidates to 
be chosen for the program.

The application form, detailed information 
about the program and other conditions can 
be downloaded from the embassy’s website: 
ht tps: //w w w. k w.emb - japan.go. jp/ i tpr_
ja/11_000001_00188.html

The application process for the scholarship 
includes examining papers, a written exam 
and a personal interview, with the date for the 
written exam tentatively slated for 21 February, 
2022.

The embassy clarified that the last date for 
submitting the required papers is Thursday, 17 
February, 2022, and that the application should 
be delivered by hand to the embassy.

Japan Embassy announces scholarship 
for Teacher Training Program 2022

MoI launches
new services 
through Sahel app

A new and exclusive online inquiry service 
for transactions has been launched by 

the Ministry of Interior (MoI)  through its Sahel 
mobile application, which is available for free 
download from the Play Store for Android users 
and from the App Store for Apple’s iOS users. 

Speaking about the new launch, an official 
spokesman for the unified government 
application of electronic services (Sahel), 
Youssef Kazem, said that the app allows users 
to get a report directly through the application, 
and also check with the MOI database to 

ascertain whether restrictions and blocks 
were cleared prior to completing transactions 
through the app. The ministry’s efforts in 
activating and launching new and exclusive 
services through ‘Sahel’, and for implementing 
provisions that resulted in the speedly launch 
of the Sahel app, were appreciated and lauded 
by users of the app.

Increasing private sector contribution to the 
gross domestic product (GDP) will be a priority 
for his ministry, said the newly appointed 

Minister of Commerce and Industry, Fahd Mutlaq 
Al-Shariaan.

Speaking during an interview with local media, 
the minister was quoted as saying that another 
priority would be the development of industrial 
development zones: “We have many economic 
files that will take time to arrange with the various 
authorities in the country, included in this is the 
development of independent industrial zones,” 
said the minister. 

He added that his ministry would continue 

to pursue the development of such areas until 
the desired outcome is achieved, and that any 
obstacles to the development of such zones, 
including the granting of adequate land to set 
up these areas, would be tackled as a matter of 
priority by the government. 

At the financial sector level, the minister noted 
that the Commerce ministry is responsible for 13 
entities, including the Capital Markets Authority, 
where he expects “to strengthen corporate 
governance,  and raise the level of transparency 
in its operations, as well as support all measures 
aimed at enhancing the private sector in a positive 
economic and financial environment that will 

further the performance of the money market.”
He pointed out that the government has 

always attempted to enhance the role of the 
private sector, which operates in a self-regulating 
system with high standards, saying it will be easy 
to raise its contribution to economic activity in the 
country, by promoting the transformation from 
the public sector to the private sector in general.

He also disclosed that from the beginning 
the state has been focused on supporting small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs) in the country, 
including lending all assistance to help them cope 
with the effects and repercussions arising from 
the pandemic. 

Private sector contribution to GDP set to increase

Pace of administering 

booster dose increases

Ministry of Health (MoH) is reported to 
be redoubling efforts to increase the 

pace of administering a booster dose of the 
vaccine against COVID-19 to the public.

With more people now willing to take the 
booster shot the number of those vaccinated 
with the third dose has soared in the span of 
the last 10 days, with the number of booster 

dose vaccine recipients jumping from 
237,000 on 19 December to 437,000 on 30 
December. Health ministry officials expect 
that the half-a-million mark on booster doses 
would be breached in the coming days, and 
remain optimistic on the epidemiological 
situation in the country despite the increase 
in infections reported in recent weeks.

On a related note, the ministry has also 
announced that the new price for a PCR test 
has been lowered to KD9, with effect from 
2 January, and based on a decision by the 
ministry’s Medical Licensing Committee.

A total of 14 luxury vehicles bound for Kuwait 
were seized by the Customs department 

from a ship in Maltese port of Freeport, as they 
were reported to have been stolen in Canada.  

Reports appearing in Maltese media indicate 
that customs personnel made the seizure a 
few weeks back from eight 40-foot containers 
on board a ship bound for Kuwait. The media 
also reported that in 2021, the Maltese Customs 
department seized a total of 58 vehicles, all 
of which were found to have been stolen in 
Canada. 

The Maltese Police Force working 
alongside the country’s Customs department 
and the Canadian authorities have opened 
investigations into the case, and have so far 
brought charges against nine people suspected 

of being linked to armed robbery of cars with 
the aim of stealing them.

Among the Kuwait-bound cars seized in 
Malta are nine Ford F150 trucks; two Lexus RX 
35; one Lexus 1S30; one Dodge Dura; and one 
Jeep Wrangler.

Malta customs seize 
Kuwait-bound stolen cars
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The expectation of a fresh start in 
relations between executive and parliament 
is not unfounded; it stems from the air of 
rapprochement that appears to prevail in the 
political sphere, following the amnesty granted 
to dissidents by His Highness the Amir. The 
prime minister also appears to have extended 
an olive branch to his opponents in parliament 
by including several uncontroversial new faces 
in his cabinet who could prove acceptable to 
lawmakers in the National Assembly. 

Moreover, ever since the previous cabinet’s 
resignation, there have been repeated 
exhortations by His Highness the Amir and His 
Highness the Crown Prince for the executive and 
legislative arms of government to collaborate 
and work together in an environment that is 
conducive to ensure economic growth and 
social progress of Kuwait and its people. The 
hope among many citizens is that these words 
of wisdom from the leadership will resonate 
with parliamentarians as they gather for the 
new session of the National Assembly. 

Reiterating the need for everyone to join 
forces in tackling the challenges facing the 
country, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, while 
addressing the new ministers following their 
oath-taking ceremony at the Bayan Palace last 
week, directed them to work diligently and to 
cooperate with parliament for the good of the 
country and its people. He added, “We look 
forward with the utmost optimism to a fruitful 
and constructive cooperation between the 
legislative and executive branches to approve 
and implement legislations and laws that are in 
the interest of the country and citizens.” 

Recurring political tensions and bickering in 
parliament have in the past hampered efforts 
by the government to diversify the economy 
away from its crippling reliance on oil revenues, 
or to introduce meaningful economic, financial 
and administrative reforms. The persistent 
parliamentary conflicts have not only left the 
country and its economy vulnerable to oil 
price fluctuations on the international market, 
but also discouraged foreign investments, 
and private sector support for partnerships 
in various projects in infrastructure and 
development of the country.

The prime minister and his new cabinet will 
probably need all the support, best wishes 
and blessings it can get to work in consonance 
with the opposition in parliament, and to 
win their approval so as to implement the 
many policies and laws that have been held 
up due to their objections in the past. Given 
the opposition’s propensity to question the 
inclusion of individual ministers in past cabinet 
lineups, the silence of these lawmakers on 
this issue, and their muted response to the 
Amiri pardon granted earlier to their patrons 
in self-imposed exile, could be indicative of an 
easing in tensions between the executive and 
legislative, and could portend to more placid 
sessions of parliament ahead. Whether this will 
be a permanent reset in relations, or if this is just 
a temporary tranquil phase with a reemergence 

of beligeracy likely soon, is anybody’s guess. 
Irrespective of whether the prevailing calm 

is permanent or temporary, the government 
would be best served if it were to push through 
as many financial, economic and social reforms 
as it can through parliament, during this genial 
period. In this regard, one hopes that on the 
economic side the long-pending public debt 
bill, which would allow Kuwait to borrow on the 
international market, would be a priority for the 
government. Equally important would be the 
need to introduce a 5 percent value-added-tax 
(VAT) to bring the country in line with most of 
its peers in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states. 

On the administrative front, there is also the 
need to reform and recalibrate public sector 
wages and state subsidies to citizens, as well 
as find an equitable solution to the country’s 
skewed demographic structure, where 
foreigners outnumber citizens three to one. 
While the ongoing Kuwaitization drive appears 
to be working in the public sector, this approach 
has not found much support with private sector 
businesses that are wary of hiring national 
workforce in place of expatriates. Also, ill-
conceived initiatives such as the one that led to 
non-graduates aged 60 and over being denied 
renewal of work permits by the Public Authority 
of Manpower (PAM), or making it difficult to hire 
foreign workers from abroad for private sector 
businesses, are not conducive, sustainable or 
realistic solutions that meet market demands, 
or the needs of labor market for an efficient 
workforce. 

Recent media reports note that the country’s 
labor market lost 253,233 migrant workers 
during the one year period between June 
2020 to June 2021. The majority, around 81 
percent, were from the private sector, followed 
by 16 percent from the domestic sector, and 
less than 3 percent from the public sector. It 
appears that the government’s Kuwaitization 
drive of replacing foreigners with national 
workforce in the public sector has peaked. The 
only option before the authorities to continue 
hiring nationals in the already bloated public 
sector is apparently the unsustainable one 
of replacing each expatriate with five times 
that number of nationals. Figures for the five 
months, from March to August 2021, reveal that 
public sector entities terminated 2,089 migrant 
workers, while 10,780 Kuwaiti employees were 
appointed during the same period.

Of course, with oil prices now heading north, 
the government is, as usual, less inclined to 
pursue its cost-cutting and other austerity 
measures, nor is there any enthusiasm for 
ushering in much-needed structural and 
financial reforms. Public sector salary  and state 
subsidies are likely to be too hot a brick for the 
new cabinet to take on, as it finds its footing in 
the new political environment. Moreover, the 
government is unlikely to unruffle the apparent 
parliamentary bonhomie, by ramping up the 
pace of many of its contentious reforms.

There is also the likelihood that realigning 
the country’s skewed demographic profile will 
be less of a priority, especially given pressures 
from the private sector and the need to ensure 

stability in the labor market. The government 
is also keen not to rattle the existing detente 
given that new faces are at the helm of key 
ministries that need to tackle urgent issues. For 
instance, the new ministers in finance, health, 
and commerce and industry will need time to 
find their footing and prove their capability in 
handling issues that have rolled over to them 
from their predecessors. 

Among others, the new Finance Minister 
Abdulwahab Al Rushaid, who is replacing 
the parliamentary-battle-hardened Khalifa 
Hamada, will have the onerous task of ensuring 
that the long overdue public debt bill gets 
passed through parliament. He will also have 
to deftly navigate the introduction of a VAT 
bill through the National Assembly, where 
legislators have consistently blocked its 
passage in previous parliamentary sessions. 
Considering its importance to the country’s 
long-term financial stability, and seeing how 
these two bills have been held-up in parliament 
due to opposition from lawmakers, any success 
in gaining approval for the bills could prove a 
feather in the cap of the new finance minister. 

However, the new finance minister has a 
couple of factors going in his favor. For starters, 
the prevailing higher international oil prices 
will mean he will have to spend less time 
on attempting to balance the government’s 
financial needs with a depleting state treasury. 
The new minister is also reported to enjoy 
the patronage of private sector businesses, as 
prior to being appointed minister he headed 
the Kuwait Economics Society, which is said 
to represent private enterprises and the 
powerful merchant families in the country. 
Over the longer term the Minister Al Rushaid 
will also have to tackle the issue of weaning 
the economy off its overdependence on 
hydrocarbon revenues, and increasing greater 
private sector participation in the country’s 
development. 

Meanwhile, the new Minister of Justice and 
Nazaha Justice Jamal Hadhel Al-Jalawi will have 
his plate full with challenging issues that need 
to be resolved on an urgent basis. For one, he 
will need to find an objective and equitable 
solution to the festering issue of non-graduate 
expatriates aged 60 and over, who continue 
to be denied renewal of their work permits. 
Despite the Board of Directors of the Public 
Authority for Manpower (PAM) rescinding the 
work-permit renewal ban in early November, 
nothing seems to have changed on the 
ground, as expatriates who fall in the category 
continue to work on temporarily extended 
work permits. 

To recap on this labor market impacting issue, 
a ban against non-graduates aged 60 and over 
from renewing their work-permits was imposed 
by former PAM Director-General Ahmed Al-
Mousa. This was later amended so that work 
permits could be renewed by this sector 
provided they paid unrealistic renewal fees. 
Following uproar from the market, the previous 
commerce minister, Dr. Salman, as head of PAM,  
personally intervened and suspended Al-Mousa 
from his post. A director-board meeting of PAM 
then decided to rescind the ban. However, the 

issue continues to rankle, as parliamentary 
approval is sought and needed for legalizing 
the decision to remove the ban on work permits 
for this group of expatriates.

On the health front, Sheikh Dr. Basel Al-Sabah 
who had spearheaded the country’s fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic as Health Minister, has 
been replaced by Dr. Khaled Mhawes Al Saeed. 
The former health minister had won praise 
locally, regionally, and from international health 
agencies for his competent handling of the 
crisis in the country. He was credited for leading 
the fight against the pandemic from the front, 
right from its frightening inception, through 
its rampant infectious stage, and finally in 
bringing the epidemiological curve down to a 
manageable situation, while also ensuring that 
over 80 percent of the country has now been 
fully vaccinated.  

While the epidemiological situation in 
Kuwait has largely stabilized, the new health 
minister will have to tackle any future outburst 
of infections from the various mutant strains of 
the SARS-Cov-2 virus, or any other new medical 
emergency that Kuwait could confront in future. 
His efficiency and ability to handle any such 
potential health emergency scenario during his 
tenure, will determine if he was the right choice 
to replace the former health minister.  

In the meantime, political analysts believe 
that the new cabinet lineup is an astute move 
on the part of the prime minister, as it seems to 
have been crafted to cause disarray among the 
opposition ranks in parliament. In place of one 
or two lawmakers being appointed as ministers, 
as was the norm in previous governments, the 
premier has included a record four elected 
representatives in his new cabinet. Three of 
these new ministers, who are now in charge 
of the  ministries of Information, Social Affairs 
and National Assembly Affairs respectively, 
are former opposition MPs. A fourth elected 
representative, a pro-government lawmaker, 
has been appointed as Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs. 

This calculated move on the part of the 
premier could prove significant in any future 
parliamentary votes on critical issues, or 
during political crises, including during any no-
confidence vote against ministers. The inclusion 
of four lawmakers in the cabinet reduces the 
total number of lawmakers eligible to vote on 
grilling motions to 46 members. The calculus 
is that the government would then need the 
support of only 24 lawmakers to win over any 
opposition motion against a minister. 

Moreover, the increased presence of tribal 
representatives in the new Cabinet could 
further erode support for the opposition bloc 
in parliament, while also winning greater 
support from the tribal cohort of citizens for the 
government’s reforms and policies.

Irrespective of whether the cabinet lineup is 
a bid to thwart the opposition in parliament, or 
a genuine attempt to restart relations with the 
legislative branch , the incumbent government 
and legislators in parliament will need to find 
the maturity to work together so as to ensure 
the growth and development of the country 
and the prosperity of its people.

A new year, a new beginning for parliament

Expatriate drivers who had faced 
harrowing experiences over the 
past month due to a purported 

ban on renewal of their driving licenses 
by the General Traffic Department (GTD) 
affiliated to the Ministry of Interior, will 
breathe a sigh of relief on knowing that 
the ministry has once again begun the 
renewal of these licenses.

The GTD had suspended the online and 
in-person renewal of driving licenses of 
expatriates during December, and limited 
the online renewal only to citizens, GCC 
citizens, Bedouins and drivers working in 
Kuwaiti households. Reports in local media quoting ministry sources said that the suspension of renewal 

of driving licenses for expatriates was a 
temporary measure aimed at restructuring 
the renewal process for expatriates. It 
was also designed to ensure that expat 
drivers holding licenses were eligible to 
hold them in line with new policies on 
issuing and renewing driving licenses for 
expatriates, and to ascertain whether the 
driving licenses were acquired under false 
pretenses and fraudulent procedures.

Expatriates can now access the official 
website of the GTD and renew their 
driving licenses six months before their 
expiry date, according to the applicable 
conditions and regulations.

GTD resumes renewal of expat driving licenses
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Average age of ministers in the Fifties
Average age of ministers in the 

new cabinet is 51.5 years, and 
ranges from the 68-year old 

Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al Sabah to the 36-year old 
Minister of Information and Culture, 
Dr. Hamad Ahmad Rouhaddeen.  

There are four ministers in their 
sixties, six in their fifties, three in their 
forties and three in their thirties.  The 
following are the respective ministers 
with their age and portfolio.

Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah  68 Prime Minister
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah 55 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense
Dr. Mohammad Abdullatif Al-Fares 55        Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Electricity, 
  Water and Renewable Energy
Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah  52 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Dr. Mohammad Abdullatif Al-Fares  55 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Oil
Issa Ahmad Al-Kandari  58 Minister of Awqaf (Endowment) and Islamic Affairs
Fahad Mutlaq Al-Shurai’an 61 Minister of Commerce and Industry
Dr. Ali Fahad Al-Mudhaf  61 Minister of Education
Dr. Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid 37 Minister of Finance
Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 50 Minister of Foreign Affairs
Dr. Khaled Mhawes Al-Saeed  61 Minister of Health
Dr. Ali Fahad Al-Mudhaf  61 Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Justice Jamal Hadhel Al-Jalawi  53 Minister of Justice
Dr. Hamad Ahmad Rouhaddeen  36 Minister of Information and Culture
Ali Hussein Al-Mousa 46 Minister of Public Works
Mubarak Zaid Al-Mutairi  44 Minister of Social Affairs and Community    
  Development
Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah  50      Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Dr. Rana Abdullah Al-Fares  48 Minister of State for Communication and IT
Dr. Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid  37 Minister of State for Economic and Investment Affairs
Mubarak Zaid Al-Mutairi  44 Minister of State for Housing Affairs and Urban   
  Development
Dr. Rana Abdullah Al-Fares  48 Minister of State for Municipal Affairs
Mohammad Obaid Al-Rajhi 39 Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs
Justice Jamal Hadhel Al-Jalawi  53 Minister of State for Nazaha (Integrity) Enhancement
Ali Hussein Al-Mousa 46 Minister of State for Youth Affairs

Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
Prime Minister

A quarter million expatriates left 
Kuwait permanently in 2021

As efforts continued to modify the 
demographic structure and implement the 

Kuwaitization of government institutions, the 
labor market witnessed several changes during 
the past year, most notably 257,000 expatriates 
leaving the country permanently — 205,000 
working for the private sector, and 7,000 in 
government institutions.

Recent government statistics issued by 
the Public Authority for Civil Information and 
the Labor Market System revealed the private 
sector employees topped the list of those 
leaving the country, followed by the family 
sector (domestic labor), which saw 41,200 
domestic workers leaving the country during 
2021, according to media reports.

In contrast to the rate of decline in the 
expatriate labor market, 23,000 Kuwaitis 
entered the labor market during 2021, a majority 
of them in the government sector.

According to reports, there are 2.7 million 
people in the country in the labor market, 
of whom Kuwaitis make 16.2%, while a large 
proportion of expatriate workers work in the 
family sector (domestic workers) with a total of 
639,000, or 22.8% of the labor force.

The labor market witnessed a stark shortage 
in some professional specializations as a result 
of the Corona pandemic and the suspension 
of the recruitment of expatriate workers from 
abroad, the private sector suffered a significant 
decrease in employment, and the relevant 
agencies in the country were unable to attract 
national labor to the jobs on offer, which fit their 
scientific degrees.

A report issued by the National Employment 
Sector of the Public Authority for Manpower 
revealed 21,000 citizens are registered as job 
seekers, of whom 48.3% have shown the desire 
to work in the private sector, which is a high 
percentage compared to 9 years ago, with a 
total of 10,162 citizens.

The Civil Service Commission and PAM 
are studying the possibility of raising the 
rates of hiring Kuwaitis in the private sector 
and Kuwaitizing some professions, jobs and 
titles. The concerned state authorities are also 
working on developing a strict plan to activate 
the mechanism for appointing people with 
special needs to jobs in the private sector.

The hotel sector in the country is expected 
to announce new jobs for Kuwaitis, in addition 
to expanding the areas of business owners and 
small and medium enterprises.

Figures released by the concerned authority 
for employees in the labor market for 2021

• 639 thousand domestic workers
• 1.5 million non-Kuwaiti workers in the 

private sector
• 73 thousand Kuwaitis in the private sector
• 346 thousand Kuwaitis in the government 

sector
• 21,006 Kuwaiti job seekers
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Torrential rains on Sunday once again 
brought Kuwait to a grinding halt. 
Fallouts from heavy downpours have 

become a recurring phenomena in Kuwait every 
year, as roads, motorways, underpasses and low-
lying areas get submerged by the flood waters. 
Frantic calls for help from people stranded in 
their homes in low-lying areas, or from drivers 
and passengers trapped in their vehicles while 
driving are also a repeated event each year. Yet 
no one seems to learn from past experiences, 
neither the public, nor the authorities. 

It was no different on Sunday as heavy rains and 
winds slashed down on the country. Luckily there 

were no reports of loss of life from the inclement 
weather and rains, which according to officials at 
the Meteorological Department, exceeded 60 mm 
in some areas, which is more than half of Kuwait’s 
average annual rainfall of 100 mm.

And, as usual, the litany of blame-game began 
even before the rains subsided. At the fore were 
lawmakers, who immediately shifted the blame 
on the government, especially the previous 
ministers concerned with ensuring the safety 
and maintenance of public places and road 
networks. What the lawmakers conveniently 
forgot to mention was their role in impeding 
parliamentary proceedings and passing bills 
that are crucial to the effective and efficaciou 
working of a government.

Lawmaker Mubarak Al-Ajmi fired the first-shot 
and blamed former public works minister Rana 
Al-Fares and held her responsible “for what is 
happening on Kuwait’s roads”, adding that she 
had been given the opportunity to make the 
necessary repairs during the closures because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, “but she failed”.

For his part, MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari called 
on the government to declare today a public 
holiday because movement on roads will be 
extremely difficult. He said the damage from rains 
has happened again because of accumulated 
corruption. He held the government responsible.

Media reports indicate that many residential 
areas were turned into lakes, while thousands 
of vehicles were stranded on submerged roads, 
as the interior ministry urged the public not to 
venture out except for emergencies. Teams from 
the army, the national guard, municipality and 
fire department, in addition to the public works 
ministry and others were busy throughout 
the day trying to drain water that filled many 
underpasses.

State media agencies from several Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states have been 
reporting torrential rainfall in recent days, 
including the United Arab Emirates cities of 
Dubai, Sharjah and the capital Abu Dhabi, 
with official WAM news agency saying the bad 
weather was expected to last until Thursday. 

Heavy rain has also been inundating areas 
in Saudi Arabia, impacting pilgrims in the holy 
city of Makkah. The Saudi civil defense warned 
that moderate to heavy rain was expected to 
continue in several regions. Oman TV had on 
Saturday announced “stormy rains of varying 
intensity” in several regions of the country, and 
howed images of wet roads and rising waters. 
Authorities in Qatar urged residents to remain 
vigilant and forecast “stormy rains” and strong 
winds in several parts of the country from Sunday.

LOCAL

Firemen, security personnel 
at the fore in search and rescue 

Kuwait Army firemen have joined their civilian counterparts, 
security and traffic personnel, as well as the National Guard, in 

rendering assistance to those caught up in yesterday’s deluge, as well 
as participating in search and rescue operations on roads and areas 
submerged under the torrential rains that hailed down on Kuwait from 
the early hours of Sunday morning.

Department are partaking in efforts to reopen roads that have been 
swamped with torrential rain since Sunday’s early hours. The director 
of moral guidance at the chairmanship of staff, Colonel Mohammad 
Al- Awadhi, said in a statement that the  Army firemen have been 
pumping water from several public places and roads in Al-Farwaniya 
Governorate and from locations opposite to Al-Messilah Bridge due to 
flooding in these places,  as well as from other low-lying sections of the 

road where high levels of water accumulated due to improper drainage 
or its inefficient maintenance.  

In a statement issued on the occasion, the Kuwait Fire Forces said 
that its teams responded to over103 calls for help and rescued more 
than 106 persons who were stranded amid the raging waters on roads, 
while some were rescued from their homes and basements that were 
flooded by the torrential rains. The fire force noted that most of the calls 
were from the Hawally and Al-Farwaniya Governorates. The statement 
urged people to remain at home and not to drive outside unless it was 
an emergency.

A press release from the Ministry of Public Works (MPW) on Monday 
morning announced that several points along the main roads that had 
been closed as precautionary measure since Sunday morning have 
now been reopened to traffic. The ministry pointed out that among 
the sites reopened are the Sixth Ring Road, as well as the Al-Ghazali 
and Al-Mangaf tunnels. 

Spokesperson for MPW, Abdullah Al-Ajmi had informed the public 
through a statement on Sunday that the ministry’s emergency teams 
have spread across the country to face and deal with troubles caused 
by the heavy rainfall. He indicated that the teams are coordinating with 
other concerned ministries and authorities.

He also added that in a bid to prevent the closure of roads due 
to rains, the ministry had earlier distributed several water pumps to 
areas where rainwater was expected to accumulate in the eventuality 
of heavy rains. The statement also cautioned the public to avoid 
using roads during heavy rains, as there was the high risk of water 
accumulating in low-lying sections of roads and motorways, especially 
in underpasses of overhead bridges and intersections. 

The statement noted that the ministry was currently working on 
several new roads or renewing and realigning existing roads, especially 
along the Sixth Ring Road in order to expedite and smoothen the flow 
of traffic along these routes.

The education ministry statement further clarified that all final 
exams across middle school levels, in addition to grades 10 and 11 
students, initially scheduled for Monday will now be held a day later, 
the education ministry said in a statement.

On Monday, Kuwait continued to witness sporadic heavy rainfalls, 
with dark, cloudy and windy weather prevailing in many places. 
National Guard personnel are also involved along with their civilian 
and army counterparts in providing a helping hand in efforts following 
the heavy rainfall on Sunday.

Official spokesperson for the National Guard, Colonel Dr. Jedaan 
Fadhel, said in a press briefing that personnel from the Guard were 
involved in helping to drain some areas that had been submerged 
by flooding, in particular areas near Kuwait International Airport, to 
facilitate the flow of traffic. Other teams from the Guard also carried out 
similar work in the Sabah Al-Ahmad district, and on Al-Ghazali Road, 
where personnel rescued one person who was trapped in the deluge.  
Personnel and workers of several Kuwaiti authorities and departments 
have joined forces to ease the hardships caused by the heavy torrential 
rain, witnessed throughout Kuwait since today’s early hours.

Heavy rains
once again bring Kuwait to a halt
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Toyota is showcasing its groundbreaking 
environmentally friendly technology 
at one of the world’s biggest events, 

with the new-generation Toyota Mirai making 
its UAE debut as the official car of the Japan 
Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai. Powered by 
hydrogen, the cutting-edge Fuel Cell Electric 
Vehicle (FCEV) offers a 100 percent electric 
driving experience with best-in-class efficiency 
and zero emissions, underlining Toyota’s 
commitment to achieving carbon neutrality 
and creating sustainable mobility for all.

Chosen as a leading example of 
craftsmanship and innovation, the state-of-
the-art Toyota Mirai will provide an exceptional 
mobility solution for staff at the Japan pavilion 
throughout the Expo event, which has been 
attracting huge numbers of visitors since 
opening its doors to welcome the world at the 
beginning of October.

“It is a great honor for the Toyota Mirai to be 
selected as the official car of the Japan Pavilion 
at this landmark global gathering. The Expo 
2020 theme of ‘Connecting Minds, Creating 
the Future’ centers around sustainability, 
mobility, and opportunity, all of which are 
aligned with Toyota’s vision of a better world. 
This also comes in line with the UAE’s ‘Net 
Zero by 2050’ strategic initiative, which aims 
to create positive environmental impact,” said 
Kei Fujita, Chief Representative, Middle East 
and Central Asia Representative  Office, Toyota 
Motor Corporation. 

He added: “I would like to extend my 
appreciation to the UAE government for its 
commitment to sustainability and building 
a brighter future, together with our loyal 
customers who continue to inspire us to create 
‘ever-better’ cars.”

Toyota’s flagship sedan, the Mirai, is a 
rear-wheel-drive sports-luxury FCEV that 
offers a combination of striking design, 
cutting-edge technology, and premium 
driving performance. The Mirai’s advanced 
technology enables the vehicle to produce 
its own electricity using an onboard fuel 
cell. First developed by Toyota in 1992, FCEV 
technology converts hydrogen and oxygen 
into electricity to power an electric motor, 
producing zero emissions with only water as a 
by-product. The new-generation Mirai offers a 
class-leading cruising range of 650 km and can 
be refueled in just 3 to 5 minutes. Its electric 
motor is capable of generating 134 kW of 
torque, creating responsive acceleration that 

can carry the vehicle from 40 to 70 km/h in 
just 2.8 seconds.

The Japan Pavilion has adopted the 
theme ‘Where Ideas Meet’ in recognition 
of how encounters with external influences 
have played a key role in the development 
of Japanese culture throughout history, 
with ideas from around the world embraced 
and reinterpreted to create something new 
and uniquely Japanese. In keeping with this 
concept, the Pavilion’s façade combines 
traditional Arabesque and Japanese ‘asanoha’ 
patterns to create striking designs that reflect 
the traditional Japanese paper-folding art of 
origami.

Tomiyasu Nakamura, Commissioner 
General, Japan Section at the Japan Pavilion, 

commented: “We are delighted to be here in 
Dubai and showcase Japanese solutions that 
build on innovative ideas to create a better 
tomorrow. Mirai means ‘future’ in Japanese, 
a name that resonates with the theme of our 
Pavilion as we are aiming to build a safer, 
greener, and easier future for all. We are 
pleased to have Toyota on board as we embark 
on this inspiring journey and look forward to 
exploring the exciting possibilities an event 
of this magnitude creates by bringing people 
together in a global celebration of human 
ingenuity.”

The Japan Pavilion’s Toyota Mirai is being 
fueled via a Mobile Hydrogen station with the 
support of Air Products, which is stationed in 
Al Futtaim Motors’ premises in Dubai.

Toyota Mirai highlights sustainability at Expo 2020 Dubai

Public Authority of Manpower (PAM)) is keen 
to find an equitable and amicable solution 

to the year-long crisis caused by the ban on 
renewal of work-permits for those aged 60 and 
above if they do not hold a graduate degree or 
diploma. 

Reports indicate that the newly appointed 
Minister of Justice and State Minister of Nazaha, 
Justice Jamal Hadhel Al-Jalawi will meet with 
the Board of Directors of PAM, which is headed 
by the Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
Fahad Mutlaq Al-Shurai’an, to settle this issue at 

the earliest.
Minister Al-Shurai’an is also likely to address 

some of the other challenges facing the labor 
market, including increasing the percentage of 
nationals in the private sector. 

It is hoped that the beginning of a new year, 
with a new cabinet and several new ministers 
heading different portfolios in place, the 
country and its people could expect speedy 
decisions on a number of issues that have been 
hampering the growth and development of 
Kuwait for years.

Those 50+ need no prior
appointment for booster dose

In his latest press briefing on Sunday, the 
official spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Health (MoH) Dr. abdullah Al-Sanad, 

has stated that beginning from Monday,3 
January, those people who are aged 50 
and over will not need a prior appointment 
in order to receive the booster dose of the 
anti-COVID-19 vaccination.

However, he clarified that only those in 
this age group who had already received two 
doses of the vaccine earlier are eligible for the 

booster dose. On the other hand, those who 
are below the age of 50, will still have to make 
an appointment online through the MoH 
website, said Dr. Al-Sanad.

The health authorities are keen to have the 
maximum number of eligible people receive 
the booster dose at the earliest, so as to ensure 
the population remains protected against 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus and its various mutant 
forms.  Besides the main vaccination center 
at the International Fairground in Mishref 

vaccination centers for the booster dose have 
now been opened at different health outlets, 
including on the Al-Jaber Causeway, and at 
the Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh Youth Center, as well 
as in public hospitals throughout the country.

Dr. Al-Sanad also noted during the press 
conference that the administering of the 
booster dose was gaining pace and that 
115,024 people have received the booster 
jab over the last week, bringing the overall 
so far to 461,693.

PAM keen to resolve ‘Sixties’ issue

Jahra Municipal Council is set to discuss the 
allocation of a new site for the construction 

of a new Kuwait Airport to the north of Kuwait, 
as proposed by the country’s fourth structural 
plan outlined last year.

The Council meeting scheduled on Monday, 
will also discuss various other issues including 
easing traffic and providing a storage facility 
for the Ministry of Social Affairs. 

A special committee, headed by Municipal 
Councilor Eng. Hammoud Al-Enezi has been 
formed to review the proposal to remove 
the traffic lights on some roads and replace 
them with roundabouts. The council will also 
discuss the request of the Ministry of Social 
Affairs to find a storage facility within the site 
designated for the Red Crescent Society in the 
Amghara Industrial Area.’ The council is also 
expected to listen to the executive body’s 
response to allocating land south of Qairawan 
to the Public Authority for Housing Welfare to 
build private housing.

On the other hand, the Environmental 
Affairs Committee is also to hold a meeting 
to discuss the issue of obliging car wash 
centers to recycle water, allocating places 
for dead animals, using the underground 
garbage bins technology in new housing 
cities, sorting garbage inside and outside 
commercial complexes, and conducting an 
electronic questionnaire to measure citizens’ 
satisfaction about the level of cleanliness in 
the governorate.

The committee will discuss a proposal 
regarding the recycling of greywater in 
mosques, schools and public buildings, 
banning the use of water-filled balloons and 
water pistols during national holidays, and 
removing neglected and dilapidated boats 
along the coastal strip, especially in the 
northern Doha region.

 Municipal Council
 to allocate site for
new airport
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Those who are disappointed by 
the inconclusive outcomes of the 
COP26 climate-change meeting, US 

President Joe Biden and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s recent virtual summit, or efforts 
to achieve COVID-19 vaccine equity need to 
wake up about the world we live in. Under 
current circumstances, global governance 
is guaranteed to disappoint.

In a new report, ‘Our Global Condition’, 
my colleagues and I on the ‘Global 
Commission for Post-Pandemic Policy’ 
attribute these difficulties to the fact that 
we are in the grip of not one but four crises. 
The only way forward is to recognize the 
connections between planetary public 
health, climate change, declining public 
trust and democratic legitimacy, and 
geopolitical instability. These issues are 
interlinked. Treating them as separate 
domains will get us nowhere.

Environmental stresses increase the 
likelihood that zoonotic diseases will 
spread to humans and become pandemics. 
The social, political, and economic stresses 

introduced by a pandemic then foster 
attitudes and behaviors that undermine 
social solidarity, making it harder for 
governments to secure public buy-in 
for strong decarbonization measures. In 
countries and political systems where 
trust in institutions and the authority of 
expertise has been undermined by the 
legacy of the 2008 financial crisis and the 

growth of social media, coping with new 
crises remains an uphill struggle.

This description is especially apt for 
the United States, the country to which so 
many look for leadership. The crisis of trust 
has weakened the US both internally and 
on the world stage, contributing to the 
deteriorating relations between the West 
and China. Following the logic of feedback 
loops, tensions over the pandemic and 
climate change have contributed to the 
world’s foremost geopolitical crisis. Yet 
without US-China engagement and mutual 
understanding, little substantive progress 
against either the pandemic or climate 
change can be made.

Similar dynamics are evident in the failure 
to deliver a sufficient supply of vaccines to 
poorer countries, a reality made salient by 
the emergence of the new Omicron variant 
in southern Africa. According to the Global 
Commission’s vaccination countdown, Asia, 
Europe, and the US are on track to have 
vaccinated 80 percent of their populations 
by March-May 2022, whereas most African 
countries will not have reached that point 
until mid-2025.

Sino-American cooperation could 
close this gap, given the two countries’ 
unmatched capital and logistical resources, 
and also could deal swiftly with the looming 
sovereign-debt crisis that is likely to strike 
low-income countries and then the rest of 
the world in 2022. Unfortunately, there is no 
prospect of such agreements any time soon.

It is a bleak picture, auguring not 
imminent disaster but rather continuing 
disappointment and vulnerability. To 
confront this situation, we must develop 
new strategies based on four key principles.

The first principle, and the most 
immediate task, is to get all populations 
vaccinated, so that we can accelerate 
the shift from a pandemic to a more 
manageable endemic public-health issue. 
Whether they act alone or in groups, all 
countries need to place the highest priority 
on delivering vaccines to Africa and other 
lagging regions, as well as devoting more 
resources — medical, financial, logistical, 
and administrative — to support vaccination 
programs. Eliminating pandemic-driven 
uncertainties may also be the surest way to 
create trust and public buy-in for sustained 
climate measures and other necessary but 
costly ‘build back better’ policies.

The second (and longer-term) principle is 
to recognize that the US-China rivalry plays 
a central role in global affairs. Neither that 
rivalry nor the continuing importance of 
either countries can be wished away. The 
most urgent task therefore is to define an 

agenda and create a mechanism for the 
two superpowers to consult each other and 
collaborate on global challenges, even as 
they continue to compete in other fields.

The US and the Soviet Union exercised 
such discipline during the Cold War. But 
learning to do so took decades. Neither 
climate change nor international security 
nor effective governance can wait.

The third principle is that the trust and 
legitimacy crisis in the West needs to be 
taken more seriously. Western democracies’ 
increased vulnerability to extremist politics 
poses a danger not only to those countries 
but also to global stability and security. 
Here, the most urgent tasks are to update 
democratic rules and institutions for the 
twenty-first century; regulate social media 
to make those platforms more responsible; 

rekindle citizenship through new forms of 
participation; and expand investments to 
ensure greater equality of treatment and 
opportunity.

The fourth principle is a pragmatic one. As 
with vaccines, countries cannot sit around 
and wait for proper global governance 
to provide solutions. Following on the 
successes of public-private partnerships 
that delivered safe and highly effective 
vaccines in record time, confronting today’s 
interlocking crises demands coalitions of 
the willing to address common, borderless 
problems. Other areas that could benefit 
from intense multi-country collaboration 
include technology to identify and monitor 
new pathogens and bigger bets on non-
carbon energy technologies, such as 
nuclear fusion.

Our interlinked crises demand an 
interlinked, concerted response. If that 
proves impossible, we should not be 
surprised if countries decide to pursue less 
consensual means on their own.

BILL EMMOTT
A former editor-in-chief of The 
Economist, is Co-Director of the 
Global Commission for Post-
Pandemic Policy.
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This month, the world could have 
been celebrating the waning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Instead, vaccine 

apartheid and restricted production 
continue to fuel the spread of the 
coronavirus.

A year has passed since the first 
COVID-19 vaccines were approved, offering 
hope that humanity could be liberated 
from this disease. Scientists did their part 
by creating safe and effective vaccines with 
unprecedented speed. But world leaders 
failed to deliver them to all.

Public health experts, developing-
country governments, and the People’s 
Vaccine Alliance warned that persistent low 
vaccination coverage in large parts of the 
world would create a risk of new variants 
and prolong the pandemic.

We argued that ending the pandemic 
required enabling developing countries 
to make their own vaccines. We urged rich 
countries to share the rights to vaccine 
technology and COVID-19 treatments, 
removing barriers at the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). Former world leaders, 
Nobel laureates, nurses, jurists, and millions 
of individuals have echoed this call.

But rich countries turned a deaf ear, 
bowing to the pressure of pharmaceutical 
corporations. Despite receiving huge 
amounts of public funding to produce the 
vaccines, these companies still dictate the 
terms of supply, distribution, and pricing. 
Pfizer, Moderna, and BioNTech alone are 
making a profit of $1,000 every second from 
their COVID-19 vaccines.

Putting profits first has resulted in less 
than 4 percent of people in low-income 
countries being fully vaccinated, creating an 
optimal breeding ground for new variants. 
Meanwhile, at least five million people 
have now died of the virus worldwide – 
though some calculations put the number 
considerably higher.

In Africa, pain mingles with anger. The 
continent remains unprotected — just 
one-quarter of African health workers are 
fully vaccinated — and is bracing for more 
variants. Like many Africans, I have lost 
friends and family to this disease. Exhausted 

relatives in my home country of Uganda no 
longer announce deaths – let alone report 
cases. In Africa, six of every seven COVID-19 
cases have gone undetected.

It feels like déjà vu. Between 1997 and 
2006, 12 million Africans died from HIV/
AIDS because pharmaceutical monopolies 
priced poor countries out of lifesaving 
antiretroviral drugs. Getting access took 
a spirited movement that began with 
people living with HIV and expanded 
to include everyone from doctors and 
religious leaders to Nelson Mandela. 

Eventually, governments and producers 
of generic drugs in India, Thailand, Brazil, 
and elsewhere worked together to break 
the monopoly, and the price of HIV drugs 
dropped by 99 percent.

Imagine if the world had learned the 
lessons of that historical injustice. Imagine 
if a year ago, world leaders had agreed 
to compensate the vaccine developers 
generously, but not give them exclusive 

rights. Imagine if they had insisted that, 
to qualify for tens of billions of dollars in 
public funding, vaccine producers would 
have to share any successful formula 
openly. Imagine if they had agreed to pay 
qualified producers everywhere, in both 
developed and developing countries, to 
manufacture the vaccines. And imagine 
that governments had started building 
enough additional manufacturing capacity 
around the world over a year ago, rather 
than relying on a handful of corporate 
monopolies to repurpose a few factories.

It is a moral disaster that some people 
are making billions of dollars by sitting 
on vaccine technology as billions are left 
unprotected and millions die avoidable 
deaths. We must imagine a different way, 
one that would vaccinate the world, address 
known and future variants, and foster 
an equitable global economic recovery 
from the pandemic. Just as US President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt broke up industrial 

monopolies to fight tyranny in World War 
II, the United States can help the world 
overcome pharmaceutical monopolies to 
fight COVID-19.

Wealthy countries must scale up 
donations of excess doses and end vaccine 
hoarding. Despite repeated proclamations, 
as of October, rich countries had delivered 
only 14 percent of 1.8 billion promised 
vaccine doses (already an inadequate 
number). These countries can also 
facilitate vaccine purchases. Yet even 
when African countries buy their own 
supplies – as Botswana did, purchasing a 
half-million doses from Moderna at $29 
per dose, more than wealthy countries pay 

– companies often fail to meet their delivery 
commitments.

But donations and charity, though 
welcome, will never be enough. To end the 
pandemic, developing countries must have 
the right and recipes to manufacture their 
own reliable supply of safe and effective 
vaccines.

The US government funded and co-
developed the vaccine sold by Moderna 
through an agreement with the National 
Institutes of Health. If the manufacturing 
know-how was shared with the World 
Health Organization through its South 
Africa COVID-19 mRNA hub, qualified 
manufacturers worldwide could begin to 
produce it. Experts have identified more 
than 100 qualified companies in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America which have the capacity 
to produce COVID-19 mRNA vaccines.

The proposed temporary intellectual-
property waiver covering all COVID-19 
vaccines and technologies at the WTO 
remains a necessary precondition to 
defeat the pandemic. The waiver removes 
complex legal barriers to expanding vaccine 
production by restoring to governments 
the authority to choose when and how 
to enforce patent protections. The waiver 
could end pharmaceutical companies’ 
global monopolies while still allowing them 
to be compensated.

US President Joe Biden was right that 
the emergence of the Omicron variant 

“reiterates the importance” of approving 
the waiver. The US can use its diplomatic 
and economic influence to push other 
wealthy powers to end their opposition 
and embrace a resolution that will benefit 
the whole world.

We do not have another year to lose. 
Only solidarity can end this pandemic and 
save millions of lives.

WINNIE BYANYIMA
Executive Director of UNAIDS and 
Under-Secretary-General of the 
United Nations.
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Despite dips and disruptions from new 
variants of COVID-19, 2021 turned 
out to be a relatively positive year 

for economies and markets in most parts of 
the world. Growth rose above its potential 
after the severe recession of 2020, and 
financial markets recovered robustly. This 
was especially the case in the United States, 
where stock markets reached new highs, 
owing partly to the US Federal Reserve’s 
ultra-loose monetary policy (though 
central banks in other advanced economies 
pursued radically accommodative policies 
of their own).

But 2022 may be more difficult. The 
pandemic is not over. Omicron may not be 
as virulent as previous variants, particularly 
in highly vaccinated advanced economies, 
but it is much more contagious, which 
means that hospitalizations and deaths 
will remain high. The resulting uncertainty 
and risk aversion will suppress demand and 
exacerbate supply-chain bottlenecks.

Together with excess savings, pent-up 
demand, and loose monetary and fiscal 
policies, those bottlenecks fueled inflation 
in 2021. Many of the central bankers 
who insisted that the inflationary surge 
was transitory have now conceded that 
it will persist. With varying degrees of 
urgency, they are planning to phase out 
unconventional monetary policies such as 
quantitative easing, so that they can start to 
normalize interest rates.

Central banks’ resolve will be tested 
if policy-rate hikes lead to shocks in the 
bond, credit, and stock markets. With such 

a massive build-up of private and public 
debt, markets may not be able to digest 
higher borrowing costs. If there is a tantrum, 
central banks would find themselves in 
a debt trap and probably would reverse 
course. That would make an upward shift in 
inflation expectations likely, with inflation 
becoming endemic.

The next year also brings mounting 
geopolitical and systemic risks. On the 
geopolitical front, there are three major 
threats to watch.

First, Russia is preparing to invade 
Ukraine, and it remains to be seen whether 
negotiations on a new regional security 
regime can prevent escalation of the threat. 
Although US President Joe Biden has 
promised more military aid for Ukraine and 
threatened harsher sanctions against Russia, 
he also has made clear that the US will not 
intervene directly to defend Ukraine against 
an attack. But the Russian economy has 
become more resilient to sanctions than it 
was in the past, so such threats may not 

dissuade Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
After all, some Western sanctions, such 
as a move to block the Nord Stream 2 gas 
pipeline, could even exacerbate Europe’s 
own energy shortages.

Second, the Sino-American cold war 
is getting colder. China is increasing its 
military pressure on Taiwan and in the South 
China Sea (where many territorial disputes 
are brewing), and the broader decoupling 
between the Chinese and US economies 
is accelerating. This development will have 

stagflationary consequences over time.
Third, Iran is now a threshold nuclear state. 

It has been rapidly enriching uranium to 
near-weapons grade, and the negotiations 
over a new or refurbished nuclear agreement 
have gone nowhere. As a result, Israel is 
openly considering strikes against Iranian 
nuclear facilities. Were that to happen, the 
stagflationary consequences would likely 
be worse than the oil-related geopolitical 
shocks of 1973 and 1979. The new year 
also brings several systemic concerns. In 
2021, heatwaves, fires, droughts, hurricanes, 
floods, typhoons, and other disasters laid 
bare the real-world implications of climate 
change. The COP26 climate summit in 
Glasgow offered mostly cheap talk, leaving 
the world on track to suffer a devastating 3° 
Celsius of warming this century. Droughts 
are already driving a dangerous spike in food 
prices, and the effects of climate change will 
continue to worsen.

Making matters worse, the aggressive 
push to decarbonize the economy is 

leading to underinvestment in fossil-fuel 
capacity before there is a sufficient supply 
of renewable energy. This dynamic will 
generate much higher energy prices over 
time. Moreover, climate refugee flows 
toward the US, Europe, and other advanced 
economies will surge just as those countries 
are shutting their borders.

Against this background, political 
dysfunction is increasing in both advanced 
economies and emerging markets. The 
US midterm elections may offer a preview 

of the full-blown constitutional crisis, if 
not outright political violence, that could 
follow the presidential vote in 2024. The 
US is experiencing near-unprecedented 
levels of partisan polarization, gridlock, and 
radicalization, all of which poses a serious 
systemic risk.

Populist parties (of both the far right 
and the far left) are growing stronger 
around the world, even in regions like Latin 
America, where populism has a disastrous 
history. Peru and Chile both elected radical 
leftist leaders in 2021, Brazil and Colombia 
may follow suit in 2022, and Argentina and 
Venezuela will remain on a path to financial 
ruin. Interest-rate normalization by the 
Fed and other major central banks could 
cause financial shocks in these and other 
fragile emerging markets such as Turkey 
and Lebanon, not to mention the many 
developing countries with debt ratios that 
are already unsustainable.

As 2021 draws to a close, financial markets 
remain frothy, if not outright bubbly. Public 
and private equity are both expensive 
(with above-average price-to-earnings 
ratios); real-estate prices (both housing and 
rent) are high in the US and many other 
economies; and there is still a craze around 
meme stocks, crypto assets, and SPACs 
(special purpose acquisition companies). 
Government bond yields remain ultra-
low, and credit spreads — both high-yield 
and high-grade — have been compressed, 
owing partly to direct and indirect support 
from central banks.

As long as central banks were in 
unconventional policy mode, the party 
could keep going. But the asset and credit 
bubbles may deflate in 2022 when policy 
normalization starts. Moreover, inflation, 
slower growth, and geopolitical and 
systemic risks could create the conditions 
for a market correction in 2022. Come what 
may, investors are likely to remain on the 
edge of their seats for most of the year.
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In 2021, a series of natural disasters laid 
bare the real-world implications of climate 

change. The COP26 climate summit in 
Glasgow offered mostly cheap talk, leaving 

the world on track for a devastating 3° 
Celsius of warming this century. 

NOURIEL ROUBINI
CEO of Roubini Macro Associates, is 
Co-Founder of TheBoomBust.com.

Clouds Over 2022
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Stress accelerates 
biological aging
Direct acts of violence and hate crimes committed by individuals who 

hold racist beliefs, or more subtle varieties of structured racism from 
policies and procedures enacted by the authorities, do not just jeopardize 
the lives of people affected but also can slowly chip away at one’s health, 
causing those who are at the receiving end of discriminatory attitudes to 
age or even die prematurely.

Repeated exposure to socio-economic adversity, political 
marginalization, racism, and perpetual discrimination that results in 
premature biological aging and associated health risks, often referred 
to by the medical community as ‘weathering’, have been studied among 
different cohorts of the population, including health care workers.

A study in the United States on this phenomena noted that African 
American women do not have the same ‘prime’ childbearing years as their 
white counterparts. For instance, an average white woman is considered 
to have the most fertility and the lowest risk of unhealthy pregnancy 
and neonatal mortality when she is between 20 and early 30 years old. 
In contrast, for African American women, this peak fertility period when 
they were least at risk of complications related to pregnancy and likely to 
have a healthy child delivery was observed to be in their late teens.

Scientists explained this maternal and infant health disparities as 
being due to the ‘weathering’ associated with the socio-economic 
disadvantages that African Americans generally face.

While there was general consensus that stress can lead to premature 
aging, until recently it had not been quantifiable. Scientists have observed 
that nuclear DNA ‘ages’ with each cell division and various genetic markers 
have been used to determine the age of an organism. These include the 
length of the telomeres and the amount of methylation of DNA at specific 
points. Methylation occurs when a methyl group is added to the DNA, 
often during DNA repair. Over the past couple of years, scientists have 
developed models called epigenetic clocks to see if they can measure 
biological aging by examining the amount of methylation at certain sites 
on the DNA. Epigenetic clocks, first detailed in 2019, can accurately predict 
biological decline, for example, if an individual has specific age-related 
conditions. It can also be used to predict the impact of stress in people 
with mental health conditions. But, until recently, no one had examined 
whether these epigenetic clocks could be used to predict the impact of 
stress on the general population.

Now a group of researchers at Yale School of Medicine in the US have 
published details of a trial they conducted to measure the impact of stress 
on accelerated biological aging in healthy 18–50 year olds.

There are very few markers to reveal biological age from chronological 
age in the normal 30 to 40 year age group. However, when people get 
older, we can see their health start to decline, and they start to have 
changes in terms of their mobility and ultimately, some people die earlier 
than others.  Epigenetic markers are an effective way to understand the 
divergence between biological and chronological aging.

During the four-year study from 2008 to 2012, the  researchers 
examined 444 individuals aged 18–50. The participants were excluded if 
they had a previous history of substance abuse, head injury, or chronic 
medical condition. Also excluded were pregnant people, and breathalyzer 
urine tests were taken from all participants at each appointment to 
check for drug taking. Participants underwent a physical health review 
and a separate morning biochemical evaluation after fasting overnight. 
Data were collected on the individuals’ overall health, fasting glucose, 
insulin, and cortisol levels. Background information was also recorded 
on participants’ drinking and smoking habits, racial identity, relationship 
status, income, and education level.

A clinical interview for diagnosis of psychiatric illness as well as a 
cumulative stress interview and self-reported assessments were also 
carried out. These collected data on cumulative stress, psychological 
resilience, self-control, and emotional regulation.

Increasing demand for organ 
transplants and the relatively 

few potential donors has prompted 
researchers across the globe to seek 
alternate resources to fill this crucial 
health gap. Over the last two decades 
there has been a rising interest in 
developing human organs from 
biocompatible synthetic material.

Among the various materials being 
explored for use as a biosynthetic 
material are hydrogels, which are 
a unique group of biocompatible 
3D polymeric substances that can act as a scaffold and 
mimic the properties of various tissues in the body. The 
mechanism involved in this process incorporates human 
cells within the structure of the hydrogel, and when the 
synthetic material eventually degrades it will leave behind 
only the healthy tissue. 

The development of hydrogels have in particular 
gained popularity in recent years due to their ability to 
retain high water content, maintain porous structure, 
and to interchange between sol-gel conditions. These 
structural qualities, as well as its propensity to intake cell 
metabolites and dispose of cell wastes through its pores, 
allow hydrogels to be used as efficient tissue scaffolds in 
the body.

 However, tissues developed from hydrogels so far did 
not have the elasticity needed by some of the tissues in 
the body that are naturally subject to constant movement. 
In particular, patients recovering from major surgeries 

involving organ tissues that are in 
continuous motion, such as tissues 
of the heart or vocal cords, oten face 
a long and tricky journey on the path 
of recuperation. Scientists have been 
experimenting with various synthetic 
injectable materials in order to 
develop in them the elasticity found in 
natural tissues, but until recently these 
attempts have resulted in failure.

Now a team of researchers from 
multiple disciplines, including 

chemistry, biology, physics, medical 
and engineering fields have come together to combine 
their knowledge to develop a synthetic material that 
can replace normal human tissues. Scientists at McGill 
University in Canada have developed a biomaterial that 
is tough enough to repair heart, muscles, and vocal cords, 
in what is being hailed as a major advance in regenerative 
medicine.

The new injectable hydrogel is a type of biomaterial 
that provides room for cells to live and grow. Once 
injected into the body, the biomaterial forms a stable, 
porous structure allowing live cells to grow or pass 
through to repair the injured organs.

Results from the early trials have been promising, and 
the scientists hope that one day the new hydrogel will be 
used as the norm in critical operative procedures of tissue 
that are subject to constant motion, including in vocal 
cords operated on to restore the voice of laryngeal cancer 
survivors whose vocal cords are damaged.

Synthetic biomaterial
to repair human tissues
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Will the West remain committed 
to the rules-based international 
order when it is no longer the 

one making the rules? That will be one 
of the most intriguing questions of the 
next two decades. If there is one principle 
that has united electorates, policymakers, 
politicians, and media across the West, it is 
that rules matter for just about everything 
else. Disrespect of common rules has long 
been met with intense anger and a forceful 
response.

Consider the United Kingdom, where 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s raw charisma 
enabled him to win and hold on to power, 
effectively redrawing the country’s political 
map in the process. Until recently, his public 
approval had withstood florid displays of 
incompetence, a rising pandemic death toll, 
and an economic recession. But Johnson 
is now finally hemorrhaging support for 
one simple reason: he and his government 
went too far in disregarding the rules. The 
revelation that there was a Christmas party 
at 10 Downing Street (the prime minister’s 
residence) last year while the rest of the 
country was in lockdown has hurt Johnson’s 
reputation more than any of his other 
scandals or transgressions.

At the international level, Western 
governments routinely condemn others 
for rule-breaking. Russia, for example, has 
been rebuked for its annexation of Crimea, 

repeated cyberattacks on other countries, 
and physical attacks on Russian dissidents 
abroad. China, too, has been condemned 
as a major transgressor. US President Joe 
Biden may not agree with much that 
his predecessor said or did, but he has 
maintained a striking continuity with the 
Trump administration’s characterization 
of China as a global menace that steals 
intellectual property, maintains illegal 
subsidies, permits rampant corruption, and 
is carrying out genocide.

And yet, in the coming decades, the 
biggest global threat will not be China the 
rule-breaker, but China the rule-maker. 
China’s growing influence over international 
norms, standards, and conventions is a game 
changer. For centuries, Western powers have 
taken it for granted that they are the world’s 
norm-setters, massively influencing other 
countries’ policies through the ‘Washington 

Consensus’, the ‘Brussels effect’, and other 
channels.

A term coined in 1989 by the economist 
John Williamson, the Washington 
Consensus now broadly refers to market-
based economic policies and a limited role 
for the state. For decades, this Western 
liberal approach underpinned the work of 
the International Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank, and the World Trade Organization, 
because it was seen as a universal recipe for 
good governance and prosperity.

The Brussels effect is a newer coinage, 
popularized by legal scholar Anu Bradford 
to describe the global impact of the 
European Union’s regulatory policies. The 
EU’s standards governing data privacy, 
product safety, genetically modified 
organisms, sexual rights, and other issues 
tend to be adopted as a matter of course 
by multinational corporations and other 

countries seeking access to Europe’s massive 
single market. Over the last decade, however, 
the free-market Washington Consensus has 
been challenged by a ‘Beijing consensus’ 
of managed globalization, industrial policy, 
and state capitalism, while the Brussels 
effect has run up against a potential ‘Beijing 
effect’: China’s export of technology 
standards through its ‘Digital Silk Road’.

Moreover, many global rule-setting 
bodies that once underpinned European and 
American predominance now have Chinese 
leaders. These include (or have included) 
the International Telecommunication 
Union, the International Organization for 
Standardization, and the International 
Electrotechnical Commission. China is 
poised to set the standards for rapidly 
developing technologies such as artificial 
intelligence and robotics, and Chinese 
companies’ technological infrastructure, 
built to Chinese standards, has spread to 
numerous countries.

As Bradford notes, while the Beijing effect 
operates differently than the Brussels effect, 
it still has far-reaching consequences. And 
as China becomes a bigger trade partner 
to more countries, its global influence will 
continue to increase.

Whether the Western commitment to 
rules will endure therefore has become an 
urgent question. What if that commitment 
was always more about the power it 
conferred than about the underlying 
principles it upheld? Would Europeans and 
Americans respect a global rule-based order 
that followed ‘Xi Jinping Thought’ instead 
of Western Enlightenment thinkers? Many 
in China, Russia, and other countries assume 
that we would not, taking that as proof that 
our commitment is merely a means to our 
own ends.
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Director of the European Council 
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How Connectivity Causes Conflict.


