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Several civil society organiza-
tions recently issued a joint 
statement expressing their 

angst at the deteriorating level of ed-
ucation in the country. Citing a recent 
study by the Ministry of Education, 
which found the quality of education 
and outcome in a survey of over 260 
public and private schools to be ‘dis-
appointing’, the statement said that 
education in Kuwait was in real dan-
ger of not being able to fulfill public 
expectations and objectives.

 Warning that the poor standard 
of education was a ‘national crisis’ the 
statement demanded urgent action 
from the government, parliament 
and other relevant authorities. 

Speaking for the group,  Nadya Al-
Sharrah, an economist and founding 
member of the Solidarity Group 
for Education, which is among the 
organizations spearheading the 
campaign for educational reform, 
said they planned to develop a 
roadmap on education improvement 
and submit it to His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, pleading 
for his immediate intervention in the 
matter.

It is refreshing that civil society 
is finally waking up to what we 
at The Times Kuwait have been 
maintaining for long. However, what 
the education sector needs for its 
revival is not, yet another roadmap, 
reform strategy or recommendations; 
there have been plenty of these in the 
past with the same zilch results. It is 

also not a question of reminding the 
government of the current deplorable 
state of education; the authorities are 
well aware of this plight.

What is missing is the willingness 

to introduce far-reaching systemic 
changes to the educational process 
and the low policy priority that 
education is accorded by the 
government and parliament. Unless 

these basics change the status quo 
is likely to prevail. Just think about 
it, when was the last time a bill on 
education reforms was tabled in 
parliament; for that matter, when was 
an education minister ‘grilled’ for the 
poor quality of education or for its 
mediocre outcomes? 

Since the inception of parliament 
in 1962, the country has had ten 
education ministers with only four of 
them having had to take the podium 
to answer questions by lawmakers; 
but none of those interpellations 
were related to reforming or 
improving the educational system in 
the country. Of course, parliament is 
preoccupied with far more weightier 
debates such as grilling the defense 
minister for inducting women in the 
armed forces. 
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The draft general budget for the next fiscal 
(2022-2023) was submitted to the Council of 

Ministers by the Minister of Finance and Minister 
of State for Economic Affairs and Investment 
Abdul Wahhab Al-Rasheed in preparation for the 
issuance of a decree referring it to the National 
Assembly for deliberation and approval. 

The state general budget for the period that 
begins on 1 April of this year and ends on 31 
March, 2023, projects a deficit of KD3.1 billion, 
down 74.2 percent from the current budget 
that ends on March 31. The budget is based on 
oil prices fixed at a conservative $65 per barrel, 
and which estimates that the country needs oil 
prices at $75 per barrel to break-even. 

Presenting the draft budget to his cabinet 
colleagues, the finance minister is quoted 
as saying, “thanks to God and thanks to the 
concerted efforts and commitment to the 
directives of the honorable Council of Ministers 
to rationalize public spending, the Ministry of 
Finance has set a budget ceiling that does not 
exceed KD22 billion while maintaining a healthy 
ratio of capital spending to support the wheels 
of the national economy.”

The statement on the draft budget 
prepared by the Ministry of Finance shows 
that the expenditures in this budget are 
less than the current year’s budget, as the 
specified expenditure ceiling was adhered to, 
while maintaining a healthy ratio of capital 
expenditures (construction) to support the 
economy.

The statement estimated total revenues to 
be about KD18.8 billion, while the estimated 
oil revenues were placed at KD16.7 billion, 
which reflects an increase of 83.4 percent over 
the current budget. Non-oil revenues were 
estimated at KD2.1 billion, which reflects an 
increase of 15.3 percent over the current budget. 

The ministry statement noted that the total 
estimated expenditures in the draft budget 
amounted to about KD21.9 billion, explaining 
that the percentage of salaries and subsidies 
of the total expenses amounted to about 
74.5 percent, while the proportion of capital 
expenditures of the total expenses amounted 
to 13.2 percent, and the percentage of other 
miscellaneous expenses amounted to about 
12.3 percent. 

LOCAL

Defence minister wins confidence vote in parliament

Parliament during its special session 
on Wednesday renewed confidence 
in Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber 
Al-Ali Al-Sabah. The no-confidence motion, 
which was filed against the minister 
by 10 opposition lawmakers last week, 
could muster the support of only 8 more 
legislators, while 23 lawmakers voted 
to reject the motion, out of the total 41 
parliamentarians present during the session.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, sent cables 
of congratulation to the minister on 
winning the confidence of parliament. The 
leadership also lauded the defense minister 
for providing convincing responses to 

questions raised during his interpellation 
on 18 January.

After surviving the no-confidence 
vote, the minister expressed confidence 
in the National Assembly while thanking 
the legislators for renewing confidence 
in him and for their support during 
the earlier interpellation session. In 
addition, he thanked the National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim 
for conducting the proceedings and 
expressed pride in the stances of all 
members of the parliament, for or against 
him, for working within the framework 
and limits of constitutional practice. 

“This confidence has increased the sense 

of trust and responsibility entrusted to me 
by His Highness the Amir and His Highness 
the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince, as well 
as His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,” said 
the defense minister. 

He added that it also boosted his 
determination and resolve to move 
forward to conduct administrative reform 
and fight corruption.

“We take into consideration the 
observations, ideas and proposals made 
by parliament members that are in the 
interest of the country and citizens and 
in line with the directives of the wise 
leadership,” explained the minister.

Following the vote of confidence in him by 
parliament during Wednesday’s session, the 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali has introduced 
several stipulations to Kuwaiti women joining 
the military service in the country. One of the 
topics during the interpellation of the minister, 
and which led to the filing of the motion of ‘no-
confidence’ against him, had centered on the 
enlisting of women in military services.

Six new regulations for Kuwaiti women to 
join the military service, which are in line with 
rules and regulations of the Fatwa Authority 
in the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
regarding women joining the military, are:

• Consent of the guardian or the husband
• Commitment to wear the veil while on 

duty
• Work in medical and nursing specialties, 

technical fields, and support services
• Not to participate in field and tactical 

military exercises
• Not to carry a service weapon
• Hiring to depend on available vacancies

New regulations limit women
joining military service

Nearly a year after the launch of Mobile 
Virtual Network Operator (MVNO) 

service in Kuwait, the Communications 
and Information Technology Regulatory 
Authority (CITRA) announced that first MVNO 
and the fourth mobile network service in the 
country will begin services by 2023.

Announcing this, the Head of 
Communications Sector at CITRA Amer 
Hayat said there is a cooperation between  
the UK-headquartered Virgin Mobile Middle 
East and Africa (VMMEA) and Kuwait-based 
Kuwait Telecom Company (STC) to launch 
the MVNO service in Kuwait by early next 
year. He added that the new service would 
further boost competition in the mobile 
telecommunication sphere in the country, 
as well as provide multiple new services at 
competitive prices. 

CITRA, which was established in 2014, is 
responsible for monitoring and supervising 
the telecommunication industry in Kuwait 
through licensing and organizing the sector 
and protecting the rights of customers. 
Informed sources said that the first MVNO 
service has been given the nod by CITRA 
and according to the mobile numbering 
plan, the phone numbers for the new 
service will begin with 41. The network is 
expected to begin operations from the 
first-quarter of this year.

The MVNO service is a new concept in 

mobile telecommunication in that it does 
not require the owning of infrastructure 
such as mobile towers or ground stations, as 
the service provider enters a contract with 
an existing licensed telecommunication 
company to bulk purchase its mobile services 
and resell it to customers. 

On an unrelated matter, but under the 
purview of CITRA, Hayat clarified that the 
recent disruption in telecommunication 
services in Kuwait was due to rupture in the 
marine internet cable at two points — from 
near Iraq and from the UAE, both of which 
were not within Kuwait’s territorial waters.

He added that the repair and restoration 
of services on the broken cables could take 
nearly two months, as the repair ship has to 
first locate the exact rupture point and then 
undertake the rectification and restoration of 
the cable. He pointed out that the relevant 
authorities in Kuwait had taken necessary 
measures to ameliorate the disruption in local 
internet services by providing alternative 
lines, which covers around 85 percent of 
network services provided earlier.

First MVNO set to
launch services by 2023

Finance projects multi-billion 
dinar budget deficit

Visas for Lebanese
likely to be reinstated
After a hiatus of nearly three months, the 

Ministry of Interior (MoI) is said to be 
considering reinstating the issuance of new 
visas for Lebanese citizens. New visas were 
stopped in the wake of the Gulf-Lebanese 
diplomatic crisis, which ensued from derogatory 
statements issued to the media by the former 
Lebanese Information Minister, George Kordahi.

Decisions to ban the issuing of visas or to 
reinstate visa issuance to foreign nationals is a 
prerogative of the state and is often based on 
political and diplomatic developments on the 
local, regional and international spheres.

The reinstatement of Lebanese visas is 
reportedly being reviewed at the highest 
level of MoI following its scrutiny by the State 
Security apparatus. Sources at MoI explain 
that a decision on reissuing visas could come 
as early as next week, and is expected to be in 
phases. The first phase will include commercial 
and government visas followed by work visas, 
and finally, family and tourist visas. 

The three-month ban on visas applied 

only to new visas, and Lebanese citizens who 
had valid Kuwait residence permits were not 
impacted by the decision as they could renew 
their residence permits or transfer to a new 
sponsor without any hassle. Similarly, those 
Lebanese with valid residence permits who 
were vacationing abroad when the ban came 
into effect could easily return to Kuwait.
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Fees set for ‘Sixties’ work permit
 renewal, health insurance 

Following the decision last week by 
the Public Authority of Manpower 
(PAM) to renew work permits for 

expatriate non-graduates aged 60 and over, 
Director-General of PAM, Ahmed Al-Mousa, 
has announced that the annual fee for the 
renewal will be KD250, in addition to a health 
insurance fee of KD500 per year.

In line with this announcement, the union 
of insurance companies is slated to hold a 
meeting over the next two days with PAM to 
work out the modalities of the automated link 

between the insurance companies listed on 
the Kuwait Stock Exchange and PAM to issue 
health insurance policies for this category of 
expatriates.

Informed sources explained that the new 
health insurance fee will cover the insured 
for up to KD10,000 annually, with medical 
services to be provided by hospitals and 
clinics in the private sector. However, in the 
event of critical cases, and if treatment is not 
available in a particular hospital, the insured 
will be transferred to other health institutions 

that provide this service inside Kuwait.
Many smaller companies that employ 

workers who fall in this category will find the 
renewal fees and insurance premium to be 
exorbitantly high, as it will add significantly 
to the overhead of their operations. 

But insurance companies insist that the 
technical and actuarial determinants and 
the risk factors surrounding that age group 
of insured expatriates makes it impossible 
to lower the premium any further than the 
set KD500.

In what is a curtain-raiser for cultural activities 
in the country, following over two years of 

suspension due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center (JACC) is 
preparing to launch its first cultural program 
for the year with an ensemble titled ‘Returning’.

‘Returning’ is a letter of love from the 
organizers of JACC to all its patrons and lovers 
of art and music in Kuwait, following the 
decision to halt the transfer of affiliation of the 
Center from the Amiri Diwan to the Ministry of 
Information.

A public hue and cry over the proposal from 
cultural enthusiasts in the country is believed to 
have been a catalyst for stopping the transfer  
of affiliation of this cultural icon to the Ministry 
of Information. Lovers of art, music, drama and 
other cultural activities were understandably 

aghast at the thought of this distinguished 
and world acclaimed cultural center, which 
had been constructed and maintained as 
well as being organized under Amiri Diwan 
affiliation would be passed on to the hands of 
bureaucrats at the Ministry of Information. 

‘Returning’ to mark reopening
of cultural activities at JACC

Senior defense 
officials referred 
to Prosecution

Kuwait Cabinet during its regular meeting 
last week was apprised of the referral of 

two senior defense officials to the 
prosecution for their alleged role in 
misappropriating public funds. 

A letter from the Kuwait Anti-
Corruption Authority (Nazaha) 
addressed to the Cabinet, 
detailed the charges against the 
two officials, a major-general and 
a colonel. Nazaha initiated investigations 
and compiled the file against the two 
defense officials after it was notified of the 
suspected ‘misappropriation’ by the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense in 
mid-June last year. 

Nazaha pointed out that the two had 
disbursed inflated bills to the manufacturing 
company exceeding the overall value agreed 
in the contract on the supply of Eurofighter 
jets to Kuwait. The disbursement had been 
conducted without prior permission or 
knowledge of competent agencies in the 
ministries of defense and finance. 

Following the Cabinet meeting, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, Interior Minister, 

Acting Foreign Minister and Acting 
State Minister for Cabinet Affairs 
Sheikh Ahmed Mansour Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah said that the Council of 
Ministers after reviewing the matter 
underlined its determination to 
“combat and eliminate corruption 
in all its forms, and not to be lenient 

with anyone who may be tempted to infringe 
on public funds”.

Last month, Kuwait took delivery of the first 
of two Eurofighter Typhoons as part of an order 
for a total of 28 aircraft that will be delivered to 
the Kuwait Air Force.
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Moonglet is a popular North Indian street food. It is a fluffy pancake 
made from yellow lentils with ingredients that are usually readily 

available at home. Crisp on the outside, while soft and fluffy inside, 
these pancakes are irresistible topped with cucumber and tomato slices. 
Moonglet is gluten free, and the recipe can be adapted to suit a vegan diet.

Total prep.Time :15 to 20min.
Servings: 3 to 4

Ingredients

• 1 cup moong dal (yellow lentil)
• 1/2 cup grated cucumber
• 1/4 cup coriander leaves
• 1 small piece ginger
• 3/4 cloves garlic
• 1 green chilli or as per taste
• 1/2 tsp whole black pepper corn
• 1/4 tsp turmeric  powder
• 1/2 tsp eno or 1/4 tsp cooking soda
• 1/4 tsp asafoetida
• Chaat masala (Optional for sprinkling on 

top)
• Salt as needed
• Water as needed

Instructions:

• Wash the moong dal and soak it for an hour.
• Drain the moong dal and grind it along with ginger, garlic, green chillies, 

black pepper corn and 1 tbsp of water until it forms a smooth batter.
• The batter has to be thick, so do not add too much water.
• Add the grated cucumber, chopped coriander leaves.,turmeric powder 

and  asafoetida.
• Add salt to taste 
• Add eno to the batter just before making.
• You can make the moonglet immediately
• Mix well to make a fluffy batter
• Heat a heavy bottomed pan with generous oil or butter
• Pour two ladle full of batter to make a thick pancake
• Arrange cucumber  slices and  tomato  wedges on top
• Cook covered to give a golden crust
• Flip carefully and continue cooking on the other side. Partially split into 

four halves with a spatula and pour melted butter or oil over the edges.
• When both sides are golden and crisp, take out and serve immediately.

RECIPE

CUCUMBER  MOONGLET 

Chef Chhaya Thakker

Indian Chef Chhaya Thakker, who has a huge following online 
on WhatsApp and YouTube will be sharing her favorite recipes 
and cooking tips with readers of The Times Kuwait. For feedback, 
you can write to editortimeskuwait@gmail.com 

Cooking with 
frozen vegetables

Frozen vegetables are a convenient way to add 
products to your daily diet. Frozen food companies 
package vegetables such as peas, carrots, beans, 

broccoli, and corn when they are fresh, preserving them by 
deep freezing. Although they are just as nutritious as fresh, it 
is how you prepare them that affects their taste and nutrients. 
For instance, boiling them in water can reduce their water-
soluble vitamins. Cook them the right way to avoid mushy 
vegetables and add flavor with fresh or dried herbs.
The nutritional truth: Do not mistake the plastic packaging 
as a sign of less healthful ingredients. Frozen vegetables 
actually rival fresh ones in terms of nutrition, as they get 
picked and flash-frozen at peak ripeness when they are in 
a nutrient-rich state. In some cases, like when the produce 
must travel far distances, frozen products may even prove 
healthier, since vegetables continue to lose nutrients from 
the time they are picked to when you finally add them to 
your meal. Plus, frozen vegetables are preserved without 

additives, unlike their canned cousins. Some products do 
contain extra sugar, salt, and other ingredients, so be sure 
to check the labels before purchasing.
Shopping advice: If you have not looked lately, the modern 
frozen aisle contains more than just peas and carrots. Today, 
you will find purple cauliflower florets, rainbow chard, 
artichokes, and okra, to name a few new arrivals. Many 
of these options also come pre-chopped and parboiled, 
meaning minimal preparation time for you. With all these 
options available, the question rises, when should you not 
buy frozen vegetables?

The answer is simple, stick with fresh options when the 
ingredient, like carrots or broccoli, are available fresh for 
most of the year – or when the vegetable is the star of a 
dish or you need a firmer structure. For one, you will be 
happier with the results, and they often prove just as easy 
to prepare and are equally budget-friendly.
Cooking advice: Depending on the vegetable and 
the recipe, thawing techniques will differ. But one rule 
holds true across the board: Do not boil. Boiling will add 

more moisture to the product, increasing chances of an 
unpleasant ‘mushy’ texture and the loss of water-soluble 
vitamins. So skip the boil and simply steam or microwave 
the vegetables with two tablespoons of water after 
thawing. For most recipes, you can even skip the thaw.

Whether steaming or adding them to a cooked stew, 
use vegetables straight from the freezer to retain as much 
structure, color, and flavor as possible. When you add frozen 
vegetables to a dish in-progress, it is best to add them near 
the end of the cooking time to prevent them from breaking 
down too much.

That being said, not all frozen vegetables can adapt to 
the same recipe. Some vegetables do best blended into the 
background of a dish; others easily spotlight in dips and stir 
fries; and a small group can take center stage on the plate. 
By following the guidelines below, you will be able to use 
frozen vegetables to the best of their abilities. Better yet, 
you will be able to skillfully swap them into recipes when 
you do not have the fresh stuff on hand. Here is what you 
need to know about incorporating frozen vegetables into 
different types of recipes:
Cold: Bite-sized items – like frozen corn, peas, bell pepper 
strips, green beans, and chopped artichoke hearts – only 
need a quick thaw or steam before they are ready for the 
plate. Mix with cooked grains or sturdy greens for a not-sad 
desk lunch or toss with tangy dressing and let them stand 
on their own
Crispy (and casseroled): Frozen asparagus, Brussels 
sprouts, broccoli florets, okra, butternut squash, and 
cauliflower tend to get a soggy feel when roasted or 
sautéed. It is best to lend them texture through breading 
and/or frying. When in doubt, use these ingredients in 
casseroles or gratins, or anything with a crispy coating.
Baked: You can add almost any frozen vegetable to a 
frittata straight from the package. Or add them to muffins, 
savory pie fillings, or puffed pastry pinwheels.
Mixed: Whether you choose meatballs, falafel, or gnocchi, 
most frozen vegetables do well when used as part of a 
patty. Give thawed or steamed ingredients, like spinach, 
sturdy greens, and florets, a fine chop by hand; for tougher 
items, like carrots and green beans, a quick whirl in the food 
processor is recommended.
Swirled: Mix spinach, collard greens, chard, and kale with 
sour cream or yogurt for a quick and easy dip or blend with 
garlic and onions for a chunky pesto.
Souped and stewed: Want a foolproof way to use frozen 
vegetables? Make a soup or stew. The tenderness of most 
thawed vegetables makes for better soup, especially 
for blended soups. When making textured soups, just 
remember to add frozen ingredients towards the end of the 
cooking time and not before.
Smashed: Forget the avocado and give butternut squash, 
carrots, and other ‘mushy’ frozen vegetables a chance.

FOOD

 Thought
  for the         e

week
- Konrad Adenauer

We all live under the same sky, but we 
don't all have the same horizon. In an 
instant age, perhaps we must relearn 
the ancient truth that patience, too, 

has its victories.
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Minister of Health, Dr. Khaled Al-
Saeed last week inaugurated 
the Al-Sabahiya West clinic, in 

the presence of MPs Dr. Muhammad Al-
Huwaila and Hamdan Al-Azmi. The minister 
congratulated residents of Al-Sabahiya on 
the opening of the second health center in 
the region. Noting that more than 80,000 
Kuwaitis live in Al-Sabahiya area, the minister 
said, “we hope that the center will provide 
them with the best service.” 

The new center includes general treatment, 
diabetes, and chronic diseases clinics 
and specialized clinics, with osteoporosis 
programs to be included soon.The minister 
went on to note that development of the 
healthcare system in Kuwait runs parallel 
with the development of primary care, which 
involves providing healthcare for patients in 

their own area in the shortest time possible 
with the aim of preventing the health 
condition getting worse. 

Emphasizing that “the development of 
buildings is only part of the system, but the 
most important element in the system is 
the human factor in the health institution,” 
the minister pointed out that the medical 
and technical staff at the center are given 
directives to provide everything within their 
capacity to serve the people of Sabahiya. 

He went on to commend the medical 
staff in hospitals and health centers, “who 
are making a great effort during this 
unprecedented high wave of infections from 
the Omicron variant of the COVID-19 virus, 
which exceeded 5,000 per day and was double 
the rate we had due to Delta infection.” He 
expressed his hope that with the “blessings of 

God, we will get out of this wave, but we need 
everyone’s support through their adherence 
to all health requirements and support to the 
health system.”

The minister also thanked the MPs 
for their keenness and their permanent 
recommendation to complete this project and 
projects that serve citizens throughout Kuwait. 
Speaking on the occasion MP Dr. Muhammad 
Al-Huwaila, stressed the importance of 
supporting the health system in modern 
primary care centers, so that it can meet the 
needs of residents of residential areas. 

He added, “We hope to finish equipping 
the Abu Fatira clinic, and we ask the Minister 
of Health to expedite its opening, in order to 
reduce the burden on other clinics,” noting 
that “the southern region and the Ahmadi 
and Mubarak Al-Kabeer governorates need 
a new hospital to support the Al-Adan 
Hospital, due to population density, as well 
as an increase in urban expansion towards 
the southern region.”

For his part, MP Hamdan Al-Azmi said 
the people of Sabahiya are blessed with 
the opening of the center, which “has been 
disrupted for a long time due to obstacles 
that have at last been removed, and we thank 
the Minister of Health, and we followed-up 
with him about this center, to expedite the 

opening of the clinic to serve the people of 
Sabahiya.”

Ahmad Al-Shatti, Director of Al-Ahmadi 
Health District, said that the center serves 
about 80,000 people in blocks 2 and 3. He 
added that the health center is the 31st at 
the level of the health district, which covers 
a large part of the Ahmadi and Mubarak Al-
Kabeer governorates, and serves about 1.25 
million people, indicating that to achieve our 
aspirations we must take into account the 
volume of work that is taking place, as this 
is the only area in which one center operates 
24 hours, and 12 operate until midnight. He 
added that more medical centers are to be 
rehabilitated or reopened, bringing the total 
number to 37 centers in the district.

Country witnesses unprecedented 
wave of infections

KCCI welcomes 
resolution of 
Sixties issue
Head of Kuwait Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry, Muhammad Al-Saqer 
has said that ‘sixties’ issue should be 
considered ‘an experience’ from which 
everyone concerned should draw lessons. 
He added that in this regard it was important 
for everyone to unite and work towards 
eliminating the trade in visas that currently 
prevails in the market.

In a press statement, following the PAM 
announcement to renew the work permit for 

non-graduates aged 60 and over, Al-Saqer 
thanked His Highness the Prime Minister, 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Khaled, who dealt 
patiently and generously with all the points 
raised by KCCI.

He also thanked the Minister of Justice, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Public Authority of Manpower, Jamal Al-
Jalawi, for his keenness to resolve the issue 
quickly, in line with the interest of Kuwait and 
its economy, and in line with the justice and 
from a humanitarian point of view, especially 
since the job opportunities that were affected 
by the ‘sixty resolution’ are jobs that are not 
attractive,at least for the time being,  to the 
national workforce..

Al Saqer added that KCCI has always 
maintained the need and importance of 
addressing the dangerous imbalance in the 
structure of the workforce and demographics 
in Kuwait. He noted that in this regard the KCCI 
had through successive development plans 
stressed the need for a long-term integrated 
plan, with accompanying, supportive and 
gradual legislation and procedures, based 
on the needs of the labor market, so as to 
enhance Kuwait’s competitiveness and 
societal security. He pointed out that this is 
what the government and parliament need 
to work on now, in light of the law issued at 
the end of 2020 regarding the regulation of 
demographics in the country.

Eurofighter 
delivery to 
be delayed
Kuwait has reportedly been informed by 

the manufacturers that delivery of the 
next batch of Eurofighter Typhoon fighters 
would be delayed due to the prevailing 
COVID-19 crisis. 

Kuwait took delivery in December of the first 
two Eurofighter jets out of the 28 that it had 
ordered in 2016 from a consortium of European 

companies for delivery by 2022, under a 
contract valued at around US$8.7 billion. The 
Italian multinational aerospace company 
Leonardo, which is manufacturing the jets, is 
now expected to deliver the remaining jets to 
the Kuwait Air Force only in 2023.

The Eurofighter deal has been embroiled 
in controversy from the onset; last week the 
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) 
referred two high-ranking military officials to 
the public prosecution for misappropriating 
state funds through inflating bills from the 
Eurofighter deal. In an unrelated, but yet 
another case of swindling by a state official, 
Kuwait is said to be preparing to file new 
lawsuits against the fugitive former Director of 
the Public Institute for Social Security Fahd Al-
Raja’an in Swiss courts to recover money he has 
stolen from the institute.

The Fatwa and Legislation Department had 
earlier filed all cases against the absconder in 
British courts, including for recovering the 
stolen money purportedly stacked in  Swiss 
bank accounts. However, the British courts ruled 
that they have no jurisdiction over lawsuits filed 
against Swiss banks, and therefore new lawsuits 
will now be filed before Swiss courts.

The authorities in Kuwait had taken legal 
measures to freeze the money embezzled 
by Al-Raja’an and deposited abroad, and are 
now engaged in filing lawsuits to recover this 
money.
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Renewable energy project gets nod from CAPT

Central Agency for Public Tenders 
(CAPT) has given Kuwait Authority 
for Partnership Projects (KAPP) the 

go-ahead on moving forward with the bids 
for preparing the technical report related 
to the second and third phase of the Al-
Shaqaya Renewable Energy Project.

Kuwait plans to attract foreign investors 

for several power projects under the public-
private partnership format. Speaking to 
the media following her appointment as 
the new head of KAPP in April last year, 
Fadheela A. Al-Hassan said,

“Energy projects are a priority for the 
country, and the state is moving forward 
towards their implementation.” 

Industry sources note that Kuwait’s 
electricity capacity is estimated at 17,000 
MW, and about 14,000 MW are scheduled 
to be added over the next two decades at 
a cost of billions of dinars. Around 7,500 
megawatts (MW) of the 14,000 MW to be 
generated in the upcoming period are 
expected to come through public-private 
partnership projects.

The energy projects currently under 
KAPP supervision are the Al-Zour 2 and 3 

plant, which has a capacity of 2,700 MW; Al-
Khiran, with 1,800 MW of capacity; and Al-
Shaqaya and Al-Debdiba, with a combined 
capacity of 3,000 MW. In 2020, the Al-
Debdiba and Shaqaya Renewable Energy 
Project merged into one project.

Following the CAPT green signal, KAPP 
now plans to enter into a joint coordination 
with the Ministry of Electricity, Water and 
Renewable Energy (MEW), and the Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research (KISR), for 
the implementation stages of the two 
phases of the Al-Shaqaya project.

The  Al-Shaqaya Renewable Energy 
Project, which involves three different 
technologies — photovoltaic, wind, and 
concentrated solar energy — is expected 
to contribute to significantly raising the  
production capacity of the electrical energy 

grid. MEW is reportedly pinning high hopes 
on these PPP projects to generate the power 
it needs to meet the country’s requirements 
going into the future. 

On a related note, the MEW is also said 
to be awaiting the closure of the tender 
on 28 February for the supply, installation, 
operation, and maintenance of photovoltaic 
panels on the roofs of Al-Subbiya ground 
water tanks. Once the tender closes 
the ministry will begin evaluating the 
competing bids so as to award the tender 
based on winner’s compliance with the 
specified technical conditions. The solar-
roof panel project will produce around 25 
to 30 megawatts of electrical energy, and 
is part of the ministry’s mandate to increase 
energy output through renewable energy 
projects.

Several large projects are set to enter the 
tendering phase with the Kuwait Oil 

Company (KOC) announcing that it intends 
to float two new tenders, and the Ministry of 
Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy (MEW) 
planning to call for bidders to construct new 
water storage towers.

KOC tenders that are being tendered 
include the installation of a high-pressure 
water injection system in assembly centers No 
29 and 30. The company noted that this is one 
of the important projects within the assembly 
centers to raise the production and increase 
the life span of reservoirs. Gathering centers No 
29 and 30 operate with a capacity of 100,000 
barrels of oil and 60 million cubic feet of gas per 
day at each facility.

The company said that the seawater 
and water coming from reservoir injection 
operations are being used to ensure that the 
best results are obtained from water injection 
techniques being employed. The daily 
required amount of water in each injection 
well is calculated on a quarterly basis and the 
requirements of future fields are expected 
to increase in order to reach the company’s 
strategic goals. 

The North Fields are among the most 
important fields that will contribute to 
achieving the strategic goals of KOC in the 
area of oil production in the next few years. 

In this regard, it is important to continue 
managing and injecting water associated with 
production, in order to enhance the capacity of 
oil reservoirs.

The company has succeeded in operating a 
project with a capacity of 500,000 barrels per 
day, using water injected from the gathering 
centers. KOC now plans to replicate this process 
with the same capacity in the northern fields, 
in full adherence to current international 
standards on water quality.

Meanwhile, Ministry of Electricity and 
Water has obtained the approval of the Central 
Agency for Public Tenders (CAPT) to offer a 
project to construct nine freshwater towers 
in the residential city of Al-Mutla’a, as well as 
works associated with the project, as part of 
a package of projects implemented by the 
ministry in Al-Mutla’a Residential area.

The CAPT is said to have set a 8 March 
deadline for submitting bids by companies 
wishing to participate in the MEW tender for 
water towers projects, which is estimated to 
cost around KD10 million. The implementation 
period for the projects is expected to be around 
36 months and when completed it will provide 
fresh water and increase the ministry’s strategic 
water stocks.

In a related context, CAPT is said to have 
referred the papers of several maintenance 
tenders to MEW for consideration and technical 
opinion, including a tender for supplying and 
extending 300 kV ground cables in Al-Sabah 
Medical District, and a tender for supplying and 
installing monitoring and control equipment 
for six main power transmission stations in 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Marine District.

The ministry is keen to complete various 
maintenance works and complete these 
projects during the winter season in 
preparation for the upcoming summer season, 
during which demand for energy traditionally 
increases substantially. 

Tenders out for oil-field
equipment, water towers

Metro on route to

being scrapped
The latest economic feasibility study on 

Kuwait’s long-delayed Metro project 
has recommended that the entire project be 
scrapped, as it is not economically feasible in 
the current situation, or be postponed to an 
unspecified date.

Following the report, the Public Authority 
for Roads and Land Transport (PART) has 
announced that though a firm decision in 
this regard has yet to be taken, for all intents 
and purposes it looks certain to be shelved 

for the moment. The new feasibility study 
runs contrary to previous feasibility studies 
that had painted glowing prospects and 
ease of implementation for the Metro project 
in its submission to the Kuwait Authority for 
Partnership Projects (KAPP). 

The new study assesses the extent 
to which Kuwait needs to implement 
this project at the current time, and has 
ascertained that it is best to either cancel 
the project, or at least postpone its 
implementation to a later date.

It is noteworthy that the Metro project 
has remained in limbo with the KAPP since 
2015, until a recent decision was issued 
to assign PART to research and study its 
implementation.

IWG delegation visits
Bayan Palace botanical garden

On the morning of 23 January a delegation of 
members from the International Women’s 

Group (IWG) visited the botanical garden at 
Bayan Palace, which is one of the outstanding 
creative projects of the palace. The delegation 
was received by Alia Al-Muhanna and a number 
of palace employees.

In order to follow social distancing 
procedures, the delegation was divided into 
two groups; each group being taken separately 
on a tour through the magnificent garden. 
While enjoying the beauty of the garden, the 

visiting members were delighted with the 
explanations given about the nature of the 
garden detailing the various trees, plants and 
flowers that were brought from tropical, desert 
and Mediterranean regions.

At the end of the visit, the President of the 
International Women’s Group, the wife of the 
Ambassador of the Republic of Italy, Cristiana 
Balducci, thanked Mrs. Alia Al-Muhanna and 
the ladies of her team, and through them also 
extended the grateful thanks and appreciation 
of IWG to the Bayan Palace authorities.
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Embassy of India in Kuwait celebrated 
the 73rd Republic Day of India on 26 
January at the embassy premises. 

In view of the prevailing COVID-19 health 
crisis the celebrations were muted and held 
in consonance with the COVID-19 health 
and safety guidelines issued by the health 
authorities in Kuwait.

The official program began with Indian 
Ambassador H.E. Sibi George paying floral 
tributes at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi 
followed by unfurling of the national tricolor 
flag and singing of the Indian national 
anthem and other patriotic songs.

The ambassador then read out 

theHon’ble President of India’s Address to 
the Nation. 

In his address to the gathering at the 
embassy, as well as those who joined the 
event on the virtual platform, the ambassador 
said that this year’s Republic Day is of special 
significance as it comes during the 75th 
anniversary of India’s independence, which 
is celebrated as Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
He said that for every Indian it is an 
occasion to remember and pay home to the 
freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives 
to win India’s freedom. He recalled that the 
Constitution of India is not just a basic law of 
the land, but it also serves as a scripture for 

social and economic transformation of India. 
And that today after seven decades India not 
only continues to be a thriving democratic 
country but also the fastest growing major 
economy in the world.

Ambassador George then highlighted 
the efforts of the Embassy to work with 
the community in promoting India-Kuwait 
relations and addressing the issues of concern 
to the community. He thanked the community 
associations and groups in Kuwait for joining 
hands with the embassy in supporting the 
community to face the challenges posed by 
COVID-19 pandemic. Stressing that the fight 
against the pandemic is far from over, the 

ambassador urged the community to work 
together with the embassy to ensure the 
welfare of the Indians in Kuwait and to help 
them face the challenges arising from  the 
new virus variant.

He also thanked all Indian associations 
and groups in Kuwait for participating in 
various events organized by the embassy 
to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
between India and Kuwait and also the 75th 
anniversary of India’s independence. The 
entire Republic Day event at the embassy 
was live-streamed on the embassy’s social 
media handles.

Indian Embassy celebrates 73rd Republic Day

Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement 
of Sciences (KFAS) announced last week 

that it had signed a contract with a local 
company to finance the ‘Kuwait Commute’ 
project, which is an initiative to encourage 
the use of public transportation, reduce traffic 
congestion and reduce harmful emissions.

The Kuwait Commute project, which 
consists of designing and building four 
sustainable bus stops in the Capital 
Governorate, is part of the commitment by 
KFAS to encourage national capabilities, as 
well as work to build national cadres with 
scientific knowledge to deal with various 
challenges and provide technological 
solutions for a sustainable Kuwait.

Acting Deputy Director-General of 
Strategic Programs at KFAS, and Director 
of Research Department Dr. Muhammad 
Al-Ramadan affirmed the administration’s 
keenness to advance scientific research 
in Kuwait by financing basic and applied 
research and contributing to finding 
appropriate solutions to some of the most 
important challenges facing the country.

Al-Ramadan mentioned that the first 
phase of the project includes developing 
a design for four model and sustainable 
bus stops in the capital region, pointing to 
coordination with the Capital Governorate 
to facilitate cooperation with the relevant 
authorities.

For her part, Director of the Foundation’s 
Leading Research Program, Dina Al-Naqeeb, 
said that supporting the ‘Kuwait Commute’ 
initiative is a positive example of joint work 
between a number of sectors with the aim of 

improving a public service that contributes 
to the development of society and improves 
the quality of civil life. She pointed to the 
possibility of expanding this model project 
after the success of the first phase to include 
Kuwait City and its suburbs, and then all areas 
of Kuwait.

For his part, the Director-General of the 
company and the owner of the initiative 
‘Kuwait Commute’, Jassem Al-Awadi 
praised the support provided by the KFAS 
to his national initiative, pointing out the 
importance of this support in embracing 
national cadres, unleashing their creative 
energies, encouraging their creative ideas, 
and transferring them from the theoretical 
realm to practical field application.

Al-Awadi explained that the initiative’s 
goal is to evaluate the current public 
transport system in Kuwait and start an 
open dialogue with the community and 
relevant stakeholders from the public and 
private sectors, in order to achieve its goal 
of creating a comfortable and sustainable 
public transport system in the country.

Kuwait Commute to receive 
project financing from KFAS

In a thank-you note to all its patrons on the 
upcoming 5th anniversary of its operations 

in Kuwait, Badr Al Samaa Medical Center noted 
that it is thankful to the people of Kuwait for 
their trust and tremendous support in helping 
complete five successful years of operations in 
Kuwait. 

The Group, which will celebrate its 5th 
anniversary in Kuwait on 1 March, held a meeting 
of ‘Badr well-wishers’ on 27 January at their 
premises. During the meeting, members of the 
Board of Directors of the Group, Abdul Latheef, 
P.A. Mohammed, and Dr. V.T. Vinod appreciated 
the successful journey of Badr Al Samaa Medical 
Center over the past five years in Kuwait. 
Branch Manager Abdul Razak extended a warm 
welcome to the gathering, and spoke about the 
five-year successful journey of Badr Al Samaa 
Medical Center. The event was inaugurated by 
Country Head Ashraf Ayyoor and senior Finance 
manager Jijumon. 

In his speech on the occasion Mr. Razak 
briefed the gathering on the  series of 
promotions that the Center plans to hold as 
part of its 5th Year Anniversary celebrations. 
He also praised the dedication and highlighted 
the selfless and compassionate work done by 
all doctors and staff over the years. He then 
went on to thank all media friends, Indian 
associations and well-wishers for their superb 
support throughout the past five years. The 
event was coordinated with support of Business 
Development Executive Refai, Marketing 
Coordinator Preema, Marketing Executive 
Rahajan and Front-office In-charge Tasir.

Badr Al Samaa remains committed to its 
objective of providing people in Kuwait with 
‘More than Healthcare… Human care’. The 
medical center, which was established in Kuwait 
in March 2017, with a few doctors and medical 
staff has grown exponentially since then. Today, 

Badr Al Samaa Medical Center has become a full-
fledged medical center offering Super Specialty 
Clinics staffed with specialist doctors in various 
departments.  

As part of its 5th anniversary celebrations 
Badr Al Samaa Medical Center is holding a series 
of special promotions that will begin on 29 
January and end in March.

Badr Al-Samaa to mark 
5th anniversary in Kuwait

7,622 expatriates have 
files at Psychiatric Hospital
In response to a parliamentary question by 

MP Bader Al-Hamidi, Minister of Health, 
Dr. Khaled Al-Saeed, stated that all medical 
studies and research show that the danger 
of mental patients to public security is no 
different from that of mentally healthy people 
in society.

Pointing out that the health ministry 

is not the authority responsible for the 
administrative deportation of expatriates 
who have files at the Psychiatric Hospital, the 
minister said: “According to the statement 
of the concerned sector about the actual 
number of expatriates who have a file record 
in the Psychiatric Hospital since its opening in 
the early 1950s until July 2021 was 7,622.



8
30 January - 05 February 2022             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.com

Mandatory hijab-wearing
for army jobs unconstitutional

The decision last week by the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali 

to include several clauses as precondition 

for women to join the armed forces has 
come in for criticism from legal experts as 
well as a wide section of society.

Constitutional, legal and academic 
experts in law were of the unanimous 
opinion that the rule was unconstitutional, 
discriminatory, infringes on personal 
freedom, and has no legal basis. They 
opined that making it obligatory for 
women joining the armed forces to wear 
the hijab, constitutes a discrimination 
between job applicants, which is against 
the constitution. 

They added that the requirement to 
wear a Hijab by those holding public office 

contradicts the Kuwaiti constitution, which 
affirms in many of its articles the protection 
of personal freedoms. They also pointed 
out that wearing the hijab is not a legal and 
constitutional requirement to join the army 
or any of the public jobs in Kuwait.

Experts in the legal field stressed that 
we live in a civil state governed by law and 
the constitution, not fatwa, and imposing a 
certain dress code on people as a condition 
for running for public office represents 
interference and an infringement on 
personal freedoms. 

They also queried as to why the rule was 
introduced only in the armed forces, when 

the wearing of a hijab is not mandatory for 
recruitment of women to the police force or 
the National Guard.

Legal experts also criticized another 
clause introduced by the Ministry of Defense 
for the recruitment of women to the army, 
which requires that women intending to 
join the armed forces need to get prior 
approval from their guardian or husband. 
They demanded that this decision, which is 
based on a fatwa from the Fatwa Authority 
of the Ministry of Awqaf, be rescinded 
before the Constitutional Court cancels it, 
as it is a flawed decision that is not worthy 
of the state constitution and the law.

LOCAL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Until policymakers accord education the 
prime priority it deserves, and work towards 
implementing meaningful reforms in a time-
bound manner, by evaluating educational 
outcomes on a periodic basis, and ratcheting 
up pressure on educational institutions and 
educators to constantly improve the quality of 
teaching and learning, the existing system will 
continue to be sustained. And, as long as the 
prevailing entrenched educational process is 
preserved, no amount of new surveys, studies, 
and suggestions  are likely to make a dent in 
the pitiful quality of education currently being 
imparted. 

We need a paradigm shift in the education 
and learning process, both in order to prepare 
students for the workplace of the 21st century, 
and to develop a national cadre that is aware of 
and comfortable with its social responsibilities 
and commitments. A good place to begin this 
process is for the relevant authorities to accept 
and acknowledge that the existing education 
system is broken and is not tailored to meet the 
students’ prospects in a future workplace. 

The future that beckons students of today 
is already embarking on the 4th Industrial 
Revolution that will be marked by rapid changes 
in technology, industry and in societies; a 
future of increasing interconnectivity and smart 
automation that blurs the borders between 
physical, biological and digital worlds. Are 
students in Kuwait being prepared for this ‘new 
world’? The answer is apparent in the recent 
internal survey mentioned above that was 
conducted by the ministry of education in its 
schools in the country. 

We teach our students to read, write and do 
the basic calculations and experiments, with 
the primary focus being on them passing year-
end exams. This results in teachers who teach by 
rote, and students who remain distant from the 
learning process, without being actively involved 
or motivated by it. At the end of their academic 
career we provide them with a graduation 
certificate, do a class photo-shoot and then bid 
them goodbye. 

What happens next to the students is of no 
concern or interest to the educators, the schools, 
or sadly to society. Ill-equipped to meet the 
needs of today’s and tomorrow’s workplace, the 
youngsters sit around waiting for a secure job in 
a public sector entity, to which they believe they 
are entitled by virtue of nothing more than being 
Kuwaiti citizens. 

Until recently, Kuwait’s welfare state and 
government was able to cater to this sense of 
entitlement. But this 60-year experiment during 
which the state doled out jobs and prodigious 
subsidies to ensure welfare of citizens is no longer 
sustainable. The current inadequate educational 
process that prepares students for non-existing 
jobs in an overwhelmingly bloated public sector 
has to change; there is no option B. 

No doubt, Kuwait has come a long way in 
terms of education compared to that provided 

at the time of the country’s independence 
in 1961. Transformation of the country into 
a modern society replete with a dazzling 
variety of educational institutions was not an 
unintended consequence of the abundant 
flow of oil revenues. It was the outcome of a 
visionary leadership’s early decision to distribute 
the oil revenues among the citizenry through a 
welfare state that provided free healthcare and 
housing, as well as ensured free education, but 
unfortunately not quality education, as a priority.

Education is currently offered to all Kuwaitis 
free of charge and, since 1966, it is compulsory 
from the age of 6 to14. The state also guarantees 
an educational slot, at every level of education, 
for every citizen of Kuwait who wishes to pursue 
an education. By the late 1990s there were 
300,000 students in state schools in an education 
system to which the government devoted 9.1 
percent of the budget in 2019, which represented 
12.2 percent of total government expenditure 
that year. 

As a result, today the adult literacy rate — the 
percentage of the population aged 15 and above 
who can read and write —  in Kuwait is over 
96 percent. This is a high rate relative to both 
regional (79%) and global (86%) standards. Based 
on this measure of adult literacy, 94.9 percent of 
female adults and 96.7 percent of male adults in 
the country were literate. 

Although literacy is no doubt crucial to the 
personal development of individuals and the 
overall growth and prosperity of a country, it is 
only part of the educational picture. Literacy rate 
does not automatically translate into a rate of those 
educated. People can be called literate because 
they know how to read and write, but they cannot 
be considered educated if they do not know how 
to apply the knowledge acquired through literacy. 
Moreover, the basic definition of literacy — the 
ability to read and write — is no longer tenable or 
sufficient in a rapidly changing world. 

Today, literacy must include the ability to 
use languages, numbers, images, digital tools 
and other means to compile, comprehend and 
communicate information and acquire useful 
knowledge and skills, as well as develop a sense 
of social responsibility. Education is basically 
developing the ability to apply the acquired 
knowledge and skills gained from literacy to 
become a well-rounded socially conscious 
citizen. In Kuwait we have an enviably high 
literacy rate of over 96 percent, but when it 
comes to the level of applying the acquired 
literacy, we tend to fare poorly.

On a related note, Kuwait also has a high Gross 
Enrollment Ratio (GER) — the total number of 
pupils enrolled in a school stage, regardless of 
age, as a percentage of the population of the ages 
officially eligible to be enrolled. Data available 
from the World Bank shows that in 2014, Kuwait’s 
primary school GER was 103 percent, compared 
to the GCC and global average of 108 percent. 
The country’s secondary GER was 94 percent, 
lower compared to 108 percent in the GCC but 
higher than the global average of 75 percent. 

At the tertiary level the country’s GER was 46 

percent, against a GCC average of 48 percent 
and 33 percent worldwide. For purposes of 
comparison with developed countries outside 
of the region, Germany’s tertiary GER is 
61percent while that of the US is 89 percent. This 
indicates considerable room for Kuwait’s tertiary 
education sector to grow, particularly as the 
state looks to enhance the skills of its growing 
young population with an eye on Vision 2035 and 
economic diversification.

Also, according to the World Bank, Kuwait’s 
expenditure on education as a percentage of 
GDP was 6.6 percent in 2020 — the highest 
among the GCC states. The average spending on 
education for the six-nation bloc was 4.8 percent 
of GDP with three countries, Bahrain (2.3% of 
GDP), Qatar (3.1%) and the UAE (3.2%) falling 
below the regional average, and Kuwait (6.6%), 
Oman (5.4%) and Saudi Arabia (5.1%) faring 
higher than regional average.

Despite the high literacy, primary and 
secondary GER, and government spending on 
education, Kuwait’s educational performance 
and the quality of education provided leaves 
a lot to be desired. According to the World 
Economic Forum’s ‘The Global Competitiveness 
Report 2015-2016’. On the quality of its primary 
education, the state ranked 103rd out of 140 
economies, 88th on the overall quality of higher 
education and training, 99th on mathematics 
and science education, and 86th on school 
management. On the extent of staff training 
Kuwait ranked 84th, and 81st on the availability 
of internet access in schools and 112th on the 
availability of specialized training services.

In another indictment of Kuwait’s education 
system and its outcomes, the US-based 
International Association for the Evaluation of 
Educational Achievement (IEA) — which conducts 
regular international comparative assessments of 
student achievement in the Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), and in 
the Progress in International Reading Literacy 
Study (PIRLS) across more than 60 countries — 
found Kuwait and the region as a whole faring well 
below the international average.

Ironically, the countries in the region spending 
the most in terms of GDP on education fared the 
worst when it came to TIMSS scores. In 2019, 
among the three countries that spend more of 
their GDP on education relative to the regional 
average, the average TIMSS scale score for 8th 
grade students in mathematics was 394 for Saudi 
Arabia, for Kuwait it was 403 and Oman 411. On 
the other hand, among the three states that 
spent less of GDP on education than the regional 
average, Qatar’s score was 443, followed by UAE 
with 473, and Bahrain at 481. 

This reversal in GDP spending on education 
and outcome was also witnessed in the science 
grade assessment by the IEA, where Saudi Arabia 
scored 433, Kuwait (444), and Oman (457), while 
the UAE scored 473, Qatar (475) and Bahrain 
topped with a score of 486. However, none of the 
GCC states scored higher than the international 
average which was pegged at 500. In this context 
it is worth noting that nearly 70 percent of 

Kuwait’s spending on education goes to cover 
administrative costs, only 30 percent is devoted 
to the education process. 

In all fairness, Kuwait has made sporadic 
attempts to reforming its education system. 
At least on paper, and according to policy 
statements periodically issued by the authorities, 
educational development “represents a 
cornerstone of the government’s commitment to 
utilizing the country’s human resource base and 
meeting the needs of the 21st century workplace 
and the social development challenges of the 
new millennium, as well as fulfilling the needs 
created from the country’s strategic 2035 vision 
labeled ‘New Kuwait.”

The  ‘New Kuwait’, National  Development  Plan,  
laid  out  in  Kuwait  Vision  2035,  also underscores 
the need for human capital development as a 
catalyst  to  economic  diversification, sustainable 
growth and social progress in Kuwait. As part 
of this plan, the government made improving 
the general level of education by reforming the 
education system a priority. In March 2015, the 
Ministry of Education and the National Center for 
Education Development (NCED) and the World 
Bank launched the second phase of an Integrated 
Education Reform Program (IERP), following a 
five-year first phase that began in 2010.. 

The second phase, which targeted capacity 
building, improving quality of teaching and 
learning, and monitoring impact on schools 
and students, ended in 2020. At the end of this 
ten-year long education improvement exercise, 
a Program Achievement Report by the World 
Bank cited several shortcomings in achieving 
the desired outcomes and in its implementation. 
Among other drawbacks, the report highlighted 
the lack of sustained, high-level political 
commitment and support to the reform process, 
which limited its potential for positive impact. 
A pertinent question that arises from this 
assessment is why engage in a costly and time 
consuming program if the authorities have no 
interest or commitment to the outcome of the 
exercise. 

As the 21st century unfolds, the upgrading of 
educational and training systems has become a 
priority for most governments around the world. 
Kuwait, which still has to come to grips with 
its traditional attitudes, socio-religious values 
and societal norms with regard to education 
and gender discrimination in post education, 
clearly has a long way to go before catching up 
with countries in the developed world, and now 
apparently with many in the developing and 
emerging world as well. Whether this catching 
up process will begin today or in the near future 
is anybody’s guess. 

Meanwhile, it is worth heeding the words of 
Gabriela Mistral, the Chilean poet, educator and 
humanist, and in 1945 the first Latin American 
author to receive a Nobel Prize in Literature, who 
wrote: “Many things can wait. Children cannot. 
Today their bones are being formed, their blood 
is being made, their senses are being developed. 
To them we cannot say ‘tomorrow’. Their name 
is today.”

Education cannot, should not wait



9
The Times Kuwait              30 January - 05 February 2022 
www.timeskuwait.com

Increase in infection numbers 
linked to more PCR tests

Health authorities in the country are not 
overly worried about the recent spike 
in infection cases from the Omicron 

variant of COVID-19 virus. They point out that 
although the number of daily infections have 
crossed the 6,000 mark, the situation remains 
under control, with ‘clinical and intensive-care 
occupancy’ remaining stable. 

The increase in infection cases witnessed 
recently is due to the highly infectious but less 
virulent nature of the Omicron variant. The 
large number is also a result of many people 
who were infected deciding to take a PCR test 
immediately after the expiry of their mandated 
7-day quarantine period, in order to reassure 
themselves or for travel purposes.

Medical sources point out that PCR tests 
conducted immediately after quarantine from 
an infection usually show up as positive, and in 
some cases the positive results could remain 
for up to a month after the initial infection. 
However, the ability of the virus to transmit 
infection becomes almost non-existent after 
a week of infection, and hence the quarantine 
period is limited to 7 days.

On a related note, the Ministry of Health, 
which conducts periodic review of prices 

for medicines and tests, clarified that it had 
approved reducing the price of PCR tests and 
limiting the maximum price that could be 
charged to KD6, with effect from Sunday, 30 
January.

With the health authorities conducting in 
excess of 70,000 swab tests each month, the 
dDecision to reduce the price for PCR test will 
have a salutary effect on those looking to take 
a test to confirm they are not infected. It will 
also encourage more people who suspect they 
have symptoms, or have come in contact with 
an infected person, to initiate an examination. 
Increase in self examination would also help 
reduce the spread of the infection.

Downsides of imprudent 
Kuwaitization policies

Kuwait witnessed a dusty cold winter weekend as temperatures dropped and wind speed 
picked up to almost 60km/hr. Temperatures are expected to continue to be low as 

unstable weather in the entire region is approaching its peak.

A dusty cold winter day

Most citizens would concur on the need 
for Kuwaitization of jobs in both the 

public and private sector as a means to 
achieve the necessary demographic balance 
in the country’s  workforce and in the labor 
market. However, not everyone agrees that the 
government’s current policies on demographic 
balance, or the way Kuwaitization is being 
implemented, are in the best interests of the 
country or its citizens.

A recent analysis of the labor market 
imbalance in Kuwait has shown that 
imprudent decisions aimed at ameliorating 
the demographic imbalance, and many of the 
ill-conceived plans related to the Kuwaitization 
policy, were having a negative impact on the 
labor market. 

The analysis by the Economic Intelligence 
Unit (EIU) — the research and analysis division 
of the UK-based media company the Economist 
Group — reveals that attempts by the 
authorities to revive the economy, following 
its slump during the height of the pandemic in 
2020,  were faltering due to the short-sighted 
plans and policies being implemented to 
achieve labor market equilibrium.

The analysis showed that government 
efforts to address the demographic imbalance 
accelerated in 2021 within the framework of 
the plan adopted by the government in 2018 
to achieve targeted population balance by 
2025 when the Kuwaiti population is expected 
to reach around 1.7 million — an increase of 
300,000 nationals from the current 1.4 million 
Kuwaitis in the total population of 4.6 million 
people. The plan envisages halving the 3.2 
million expatriates currently in the country to 
reach a 2025 target figure of 1.7 million Kuwaitis 
and 1.6 million expatriates.

The EIU expects the government to continue 
implementing the Kuwaitization policy, and 
this would also entail the non-oil economy 
losing skilled workers, as many expatriates 
occupy managerial positions in companies 
and banks and local financial institutions in the 
private sector.

The EIU pointed out that in 2021 Kuwait 
deported more than 18,000 expatriates, 
while more than 257,000 left the country 
permanently, attributing this exodus to the 
consequences of the COVID-19 crisis and the 
government’s continued implementation of 
the Kuwaitization policy, despite the difficulty 
of absorbing new Kuwaiti employees in the 

public sector.
The displacement of expatriates has led to 

a shortage of labor, which threatens to impede 
growth in various economic sectors, especially 
in the private sector which depends largely 
on foreign labor. The analysis notes that the 
exodus of expatriates due to the pandemic and 
tightening or immigration regulations have 
already led to a severe economic recession in 
the country.

The EIU shows that most of the expatriates 
who left Kuwait cannot be replaced by Kuwaitis 
either due to lack of necessary skills and 
experience, or because the jobs vacated by 
foreigners are in sectors where nationals are 
unwilling to work. Moreover, the private sector 
is not keen to hire nationals and instead prefers 
employing the more skilled and less expensive 
foreign workers. 

The EIU stated that the lack of flexibility 
in government policies towards expatriates 
impacts negatively on Kuwait’s efforts to 
attract foreign direct investments. Other 
countries in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states, including Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE, are engaged in fierce competition to 
attract foreign investments with alluring offers 
such as permanent residence and permitting 
foreign ownership. Meanwhile, in Kuwait 
strict immigration laws and the complex and 
bureaucratic obstacles continue to deter 
foreign investment.

On the issue of scarcity and consequent 
demand for domestic workers in the country, 
the EIU noted that domestic workers constitute 
about 23 percent of the workforce in the 
country. Around 41,000 of these domestic 
workers are reported to have left the country 
permanently in 2021, leading to a stifling crisis 
in this sector.

The EIU raises the idea of   the government 
encouraging the establishmen t  of private 
nurseries for children as a m eans to mitigate 
the impact of this crisis on  the one hand and 
to increase national employm e nt, especially 
female employment in the pri v ate sector. 
Moreover, since Kuwaiti wome n  in the 
public sector generally rece i ve lower salaries 
than men, they may wish to w o rk in private 
nurseries, as well as in the retail and healthcare 
sectors that are currently dominated by foreign 
workers.

However, this projected shift by Kuwaiti 
women to the private sector is conditional on 
a sufficient number of Kuwaiti women being 
available to replace foreign women in these 
specialized sectors, and the private sector 
willing to absorb the increase in labor costs; 
otherwise, the economy is likely to suffer even 
more than it does now.

In addition, the EIU indicated that the 
economic diversification program will witness 
turmoil, as labor-intensive industries such as 
construction and manufacturing are disrupted 
by increasingly high wage expenditures from 
having to employ nationals.

In a statement on Saturday, the country’s 
Communication and Information 

Regulatory Authority (CITRA) confirmed that 
the international submarine cable ‘Falcon’ that 
was snapped at dawn last Friday, will soon be 
restored to its full capacity.

The authority said that working in close 
cooperation with companies associated with 
the internet service providers in the country, 
internet communication would be restored 
through alternate international routes and 
cables. The authority explained in its press 

statement that a report on the internet 
disruption by GCX, the company that owns the 
cable, stated that a double-cut occurred at two 
places — one at a distance of 183km from the 
city of Muscat in the Sultanate of Oman towards 
Iran, and the other 50km from Muscat towards 
the emirate of Dubai. This was in addition to 
one of the stations in Yemen which went out of 
service as a result of military operations.

GCX added that it had begun undertaking 
repair procedures, and that the time period 
for the repair work to be completed can be 

determined only after the repair ship arrives 
at the site of the cut. The company noted that 
the cuts, which took place outside the Arabian 
Gulf, had only impacted outbound internet 
communication towards Europe, and that 
communication between the GCC countries 
were not affected.

In this regard, CITRA noted that it had 
started looking for investors since March 
2021 to apply for licenses to establish a 
new international land and sea cables that 
would add to the existing cables and allow 

for optimal distribution of international 
telecommunications traffic across multiple 
paths to reduce the impact on services in the 
event of a disruption to one of the paths.

CITRA confirms internet services to be restored soon

LOCAL



10
30 January - 05 February 2022             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comCOVID-19

When You Get Coronavirus, 
This Is What Happens To Your Body

The notorious coronavirus has lots of symptoms, but the way that it affects your body through all the different stages is 
not commonly known. With so many people being infected by COVID-19 around the world, it is important to stay aware 
on-up-to date info in case you’re at risk of getting it yourself. To prevent this pandemic from worsening, try to eat a healthy 
diet, avoid contact with others, social distance, and don’t touch your face. And of course: wash your hands!

This is the very first part of being infected by COVID before 
it’s even noticeable to us. It comes into our respiratory 
systems through airborne events like a sneeze or a cough. It 
can also be caused by touching contaminated surfaces and 
then touching the face. The three stages are viral replication, 
immune hyperactivity, and pulmonary (or lung) destruction.

Besides the coughing and shortness of breath, symptoms 
can include, chills, fatigue, a fever (used to fight the 
infection), headaches, runny noses, and nausea or diarrhea. 
Basically the flu, but way worse.

This is one of the worst symptoms and the scariest — after 
all, no one wants to feel like they’re gasping for life. COVID 
is infamous for causing breathing difficulties, as bronchioles 
are constricted and airflow is therefore limited. Shortness of 
breath and coughing are common side effects of the illness.

Unfortunately, this disease is not a one-size-fits-all situation. 
The cases range for every different person, and both 
doctors and the public still have a lot to learn about the 
virus. So even though many places have returned to normal, 
it’s important to still be cautious until more knowledge on 
COVID is uncovered.

Sometimes people don’t have any symptoms at all, 
and other times the onset is significantly delayed. The 
“incubation time” aka how long it takes to become visible 
is between 2 and 14 days, with most people averaging to 
about a week. It can take this amount of days for symptoms 
to develop, and since people think they’re totally fine, it’s 
when the virus is spread most frequently.

This is one of the strangest and most surprising side effects. 
People say that they occur not just after contracting 
COVID-19, but remain long after the illness has left their 
body. We think about food 90% of the time, so this truly 
sounds terrifying!

Unfortunately, if you have an underlying condition, it can 
make your COVID much worse, transforming it from a mild 
upper respiratory infection to severe pneumonia and a 
life or death situation. These conditions include seniors, 
immunosuppressed individuals, and people with cancer, 
diabetes, heart problems, or high blood pressure.

If you get diagnosed 
or come down with 
flu-like symptoms, 
coughs, or high temps, 
make sure you take 
certain precautions to 
get better quickly and 
avoid transmission of the disease. Firstly, stay hydrated and 
drink as much warm fluids and water as possible. Be sure to 
separate yourself from other members of your household 
and never share personal items. Wash your hands and 
wear a face mask all the time.

This is when it starts getting not too enjoyable. Your 
respiratory tract is assaulted by COVID-19, and the virus 
totally overtakes your cells’ functions, causing the virus to 
proliferate and spread everywhere. A stronger immune 
system can limit spread and severity.

These people are called “long-haulers” and suffer symptoms 
for weeks, months, or even longer. They stand out from the 
statistic that COVID only seriously affects a small percentage 
of folks. That’s why many are calling it a systemic illness 
rather than just a respiratory illness.

Even though things have the potential to get bad, that 
doesn’t necessarily mean that they will. Doctors say that 
the majority of cases are minor, and even if they’re slightly 
worse, they can get better. The deaths mostly occur in 
elderly individuals or those with serious underlying health 
conditions.

Don’t drop everything and run to the local hospital or 
doctor’s office. Due to this pandemic, special measures are 
in place for this situation. If your symptoms are becoming 
unbearable and you’re having trouble breathing, seek care 
by calling the hospital or your physicians. After 7 days, if you 
don’t have a fever and if other symptoms have improved, 
you may leave the house.

   1. It enters the system

   4. Problems breathing

   7. A boatload of other side effects

   10. There’s no standard protocol    12. What to do if symptoms worsen

   8. Loss of smell and taste

   6. Most people can heal5. A tougher time fighting back 
for those with conditions

 9. Some patients suffer long   
 after the infection is gone

 11. What to do if you think you 
 have COVID or get diagnosed

   3. A cell takeover   2. It’s asymptomatic at times
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In March 2021, the auction house 
Christie’s sold a JPEG file created by the 
artist Beeple for $69.3 million, a record 

for a digital artwork. The ownership of 
the ‘original’ JPEG — titled ‘Everydays: The 
First 5000 Days’ — was secured as a non-
fungible token, or NFT.

The sale made headlines, and NFTs have 
since become red-hot. Investors poured $27 
billion into the market in 2021, and Meta, 
Facebook’s renamed parent company, now 
reportedly plans to allow users to create 
and sell NFTs. There’s just one problem: the 
NFT market will eventually collapse, for any 
of a host of reasons.

In essence, an NFT is a tradeable code 
attached to metadata, such as an image. 
A secure network of computers records 
the sale on a digital ledger (a blockchain), 
giving the buyer proof of both authenticity 
and ownership.

NFTs are typically paid for with the 
Ethereum cryptocurrency, and – perhaps 
more importantly – stored using the 
Ethereum blockchain. By combining the 
desire to own art with modern technology, 
NFTs are the perfect asset for newly wealthy 
members of the Silicon Valley set and their 
train of acolytes in finance, entertainment, 
and the broader retail-investor community.

But, like other markets driven by 
exuberance, impulse purchases, and hype, 
the fast-moving and speculative NFT 
market could burn many investors. The 
current frenzy invites comparisons with 
the Dutch tulip mania from 1634 until 1637, 
when some bulbs fetched extremely high 
prices before the exuberance dissipated 
and the bubble collapsed.

The NFT market will likely suffer a similar 
fate – but not, as some might think, because 
of environmental concerns. To be sure, NFTs 
consume considerable amounts of energy, 
because cryptocurrencies like Ethereum 
and Bitcoin are “mined” using networks of 
computers with a large carbon footprint – 
one that grows with every transaction. But 
when it comes to understanding what will 
bring down the NFT market, climate impact 
is a red herring. The real problem is that the 

current NFT boom is built on a foundation 
of sand.

Start with the problem of infinite supply. 
NFTs offer ownership of a digital asset, 
but not the right to prevent others from 
using its digital copies. Part of the reason 
why wealthy investors are prepared to 
pay tens of millions of dollars (or more) for 
traditional physical artworks by the likes of 
Rembrandt, van Gogh, or Monet is that the 
number of masterpieces is finite; the artists 
are long dead and cannot produce new 
artworks. NFT copies, on the other hand, 
could become a commodity.

Moreover, as with all things digital, there 
is no difference in appearance between 

an original JPEG file sold for $69.3 million, 
and a copy downloaded for free online. In 
theory, the supply of legally usable copies 
of NFTs is infinite, potentially overwhelming 
demand for them and causing prices to 
collapse.

Because the blockchain is unable to 
store the actual underlying digital asset, 
someone buying an NFT is buying a link to 
the digital artwork, not the artwork itself. 
Although buyers gain copyright to the link, 
the transaction costs related to monitoring 
the infinite online venues for displaying 
NFTs, identifying illegitimate use, and 
pursuing and prosecuting infringement 
make it nearly impossible to enforce the 
copyright or deter misuse. This strongly 
limits monetization of the asset.

Another risk is that NFTs are being 
made and sold with infant technologies 

– blockchains and cryptocurrencies. 
There are currently multiple competing 
standards regarding how to generate, 
safeguard, distribute, and certify NFTs, 
including ERC-721, ERC-998, ERC-1155, 
flow and non-flow standards, and Tezos’s 
FA2. The resulting uncertainty as to how 
ownership certification will be guaranteed 
in perpetuity endangers the value of the 
assets and even their ownership.

In fact, the value of NFTs may evaporate 
if the next wave of more advanced 
technologies that supersedes crypto or 
blockchain is incompatible with secure NFT 

ownership. Firms that deal in NFTs today 
may not be around tomorrow, muddying 
ownership claims.

The price volatility of the cryptocurrencies 
underpinning the NFT market is a central 
issue as well. NFT prices tend to move in 
tandem with cryptocurrency prices. When 
crypto tanked in 2018, so did the nascent 
market for NFTs.

The psychology of buying luxury goods 
also will likely put downward pressure on 
NFT prices. Most luxury products are so-
called Veblen goods, with limited utility 
beyond enabling owners to advertise their 
wealth. For that reason, they often generate 
large profits for sellers.

NFTs enable buyers to broadcast 
their wealth mostly through the high 

price they paid, but only if they receive a 
positive reaction from their peers. If such 
expenditure does not resonate with this 
audience, the investor might as well burn 
cash to light a cigarette.

Because owning an NFT does not prevent 
others from displaying the same assets and 
signaling ownership, these tokens hardly 
serve as effective indicators of unique 
spending power. And many NFT buyers 
remain anonymous anyway, because 
the blockchain ensures that knowledge 
regarding ownership is limited.

Finally, changing macroeconomic 
conditions could negatively affect the 
prices of alternative assets such as NFTs 
and traditional artworks. In the past 
two decades, the number of billionaires 
worldwide has increased more than fivefold, 
and available income ready to be invested 
in alternative asset classes has ballooned 
as a result. The COVID-19 pandemic has so 
far reinforced this trend. Much of the vast 
economic stimulus injected by central 
banks went into financial markets, further 
boosting the net worth of the super-rich.

But investor attention can be fleeting. 
After the 2008 global financial crisis, sales 
of art and other luxury products declined 
by almost 40%. With central banks now 
starting to tighten monetary policy in an 
effort to rein in inflation, new and untested 
asset classes are likely to be punished 
harder than more reliable ones. And the 
hugely volatile NFT market, based on digital 
currencies with nothing to back them up, is 
hardly a safe haven.

Ultimately, NFT prices will suffer a large, 
permanent decline. They remain high for 
now and may continue to increase for some 
time, but the crash will come. Investors who 
think they can time the market are welcome 
to try, but their optimism will likely prove 
misplaced.

PATRICK REINMOELLER AND KARL 
SCHMEDDERS
Patrick Reinmoeller is Professor of Strategy and 
Innovation at the Institute for Management 
Development. 
Karl Schmedders is Professor of Finance at the Institute 
for Management Development.

The price volatility of the cryptocurrencies 
underpinning the NFT market is a central 
issue as well. NFT prices tend to move in 
tandem with cryptocurrency prices. When 
crypto tanked in 2018, so did the nascent 

market for NFTs.

NFT, a market primed to collapse
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Africa’s health systems suffer from 
serious inefficiencies. Countries 
across the continent struggle 

with disruptions in medical equipment 
and drug supply chains, last-mile health-
services delivery, medical data analysis and 
storage, and financing. But innovations in 
telemedicine, drones, big data analytics, 
wearables, and information management 
have brought the possibility of effective, 
affordable solutions into view, promising to 
improve overall health outcomes.

In recent years, African health tech has 
recorded impressive growth. More than 
40 health-tech start-ups on the continent 
received series A funding in 2020 alone. 
Recently launched firms cover a range of 
health-related fields, including genetic 
sequencing, drug procurement, and health 
literacy.The growth opportunities are 
enormous. But for health-tech companies 
to thrive, entrepreneurs must study past 
successes and failures to determine what 
works and what does not in the African 
context.

Wisepill, established in 2007, is one of 
African health tech’s earliest success stories. 
The South African company developed a 
storage container that alerts users via their 
mobile device when they forget to take 
their medication. It also notifies doctors or 

researchers when a pill is taken. Multiple 
studies in South Africa and Uganda showed 
that Wisepill improved rates of adherence to 
medication regimens to more than 90 percent.

Wisepill succeeded because it stayed 
focused on the problem it wanted to 
solve. The story of Meditell, a Nigerian 
health-tech start-up that also hoped to 
improve medication compliance, is a 
more cautionary tale. Meditell’s founders 
developed software that would send text 
messages from hospitals to patients to 
remind them to take their medicine. To 
attract interest in the product, the founders 
engaged in complex negotiations with 
insurance systems and pharmaceutical 
companies. As Meditell tried to modify 
its product to meet demands from these 
potential clients, it moved further away 
from its initial goal and ultimately failed.

But it is possible for African health-tech 
firms to scale up if they start small, grow 
slowly, and respond to the clients they 
have. District Health Information Software 
(DHIS), which manages health data, began 
recording patient information on its 
platform in three small districts in South 
Africa. As interest in the platform grew, 
DHIS programmers worked to expand 
its features and improve its usability in 
different contexts. Today, the platform has 
been adopted in 73 countries.

African health-tech entrepreneurs 
have demonstrated an impressive talent 
for making the most of the resources 
available to them. Internet connectivity 
was not widespread in the mid-2000s, 
when the founders of FrontlineSMS 
wanted to improve communication 
between community health workers and 
hospital staff. Adapting to infrastructure 
constraints, they developed a program to 
pass information via simple text-message 
technology, which also could be used to 
send images of blood samples taken with 
a basic camera phone, thereby allowing 
patients to be diagnosed without going to 
a clinic.

Less than a generation later, those 
constraints on African health-tech firms 
are rapidly disappearing. Today, Africa 
has one of the world’s fastest-growing 
mobile- and internet-penetration rates. 
And the response to COVID-19 has spurred 
innovation – and investment – in the 
sector. Health tech in Africa attracted more 
funding in 2020 than ever before.

African health-tech start-ups can grow 

quickly because the continent’s health-
care systems often face similar challenges. 
A project that is successful in one country 
can easily be replicated in many more. For 
example, the telehealth pioneer mPharma, 
founded in Ghana, recently received 
funding to set up 100 virtual clinics in seven 
new markets.

To encourage this kind of innovation and 
growth, African governments must develop 
and sustain policies that encourage health-
tech innovation. Above all, that means 
providing developers with the clear rules 
and stable operating environment they 
need to attract ‘patient’ capital. And health 

ministries should use their platforms to 
amplify the work that is being done.

For their part, start-up founders must 
identify gaps and shortcomings that can be 
solved with new technologies. And to attract 
users and the support of governments, 
African health-tech firms inevitably must 
focus on solutions that make health tech 
accessible and affordable, and continually 
work to improve the benefits to users.

The future of health care in Africa 
depends on innovation. The adoption of 
new technology can create opportunities 
to improve health literacy and access to care 
for all Africans. The pandemic was a catalyst 
for growth in health tech on the continent. 
Now entrepreneurs and governments must 
sustain the momentum.

STEPHEN OGWENO
Founder and CEO of Stowelink 
Inc., which recently launched 
a mobile app, NCDs 365, to 
provide information about non-
communicable diseases.
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World leaders came together in 
Glasgow last November to map 
out a path to mitigate the worst 

effects of climate change. But while the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) was undoubtedly a historic 
moment, most countries are just beginning 
their work to meet new goals to reduce 
carbon-dioxide emissions.

That is why the announcement by the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the 
Indonesian and Philippine governments 
at COP26 stood out. In launching our 
partnership for a pilot Energy Transition 
Mechanism (ETM), we were not making a 
vague commitment to achieve a distant 
goal. Instead, we jointly formulated a 
concrete plan for an equitable, scalable, 
affordable, and just energy initiative to help 
Asian countries retire or repurpose half of 
their coal-fired power plants and increase 
their reliance on clean energy. The ETM is a 
transformative climate scheme that has the 
potential to become the world’s largest CO2 
reduction program.

The ETM will take a financial approach 
to retiring or repurposing coal-fired power 
plants ahead of schedule, while scaling 
up investments in clean energy. This dual 
strategy will benefit communities, investors, 
regional economies, and the environment.

Although clean-energy costs are 
declining rapidly in many countries, many 
coal-fired electricity plants operate under 
secure, long-term purchase agreements. 
And in Asia, those facilities are younger: the 
region is home to 90 percent of all coal-fired 
power plants under 20 years old. Without 
policy intervention, those plants are 
unlikely to be retired in the near term. Every 

year they remain active will result in more 
CO2 emissions and crowd out demand for 
clean, renewable energy.

The ETM will use a blend of public, 
private, and philanthropic funds to tilt the 
market in the right direction — retiring 
coal early and creating demand for more 
clean energy. We estimate that this model, 
if scaled up in just three Southeast Asian 
countries — Indonesia, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam — could retire up to 50 percent of 
their coal-fired power plants over the next 
ten to 15 years. That would reduce annual 
CO2 emissions by an estimated 200 million 

tons, the equivalent of taking 61 million 
passenger vehicles off the road.

We recognize that the shift to a low-
carbon, clean-energy future must work 
for everyone. That is why the ETM will 
emphasize a just and equitable energy 
transition by providing technical assistance 
and re-skilling for workers including power-
industry employees, particularly women. 
We are actively engaging with NGOs, civic 
organizations, and other stakeholders to 

ensure that no community or worker is left 
behind in the green transition.

The ETM’s approach is unique and 
unprecedented in the Asia-Pacific region. 
The scheme leverages a convening 
authority, in this case, the ADB, to bring 
together private investors, governments, 
and civil-society representatives and 
sustain a mutually beneficial partnership 
based on transparency and trust.

Because the initiative is regionally led, it 
must work for local people and economies 

— and that means ensuring that electricity 
remains affordable. By catalyzing outside 

investments, the ETM will scale up clean-
energy projects without requiring new 
government subsidies. This means it will 
add to the efforts that governments like 
ours are already undertaking, thereby 
helping to accelerate the region’s clean-
energy transition.

For example, the Philippines previously 
announced a moratorium on new coal-
fired power plants, and Indonesia is aiming 
to phase out such facilities as it seeks to 

become carbon neutral by 2060. And while 
there have been many calls for market-
based mechanisms to address transitions 
to cleaner energy production, most have 
been impractical, often failing to account 
properly for equity and the interests of the 
communities involved. The ETM will solve 
that problem.

By significantly shortening the life 
of coal-fired power plants, the ETM will 
unlock new investments for sustainable 
and renewable energy. That would make 
Indonesia and the Philippines even more 
attractive destinations for clean, twenty-
first-century power projects and give 
communities the energy security they need.

Ultimately, the battle against climate 
change will be won or lost in the Asia-
Pacific region. We are confident that the 
ETM model will not only help to solve the 
region’s own challenges but also can be 
scaled and exported around the world, 
empowering developing countries to 
undertake the transition from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy without sacrificing other 
development objectives.

Our region’s growing population 
and economies make it indispensable 
to the global climate response. Through 
the ETM, we aim to show how countries 
can concurrently increase clean energy 
investments and reduce emissions. Only 
by working together will we reach our net-
zero destination in Southeast Asia – and 
elsewhere – faster and more fairly.

BY MASATSUGU ASAKAWA, SRI MULYANI 
INDRAWATI, AND CARLOS DOMINGUEZ
Masatsugu Asakawa is President of the Asian 
Development Bank. 
Sri Mulyani Indrawati, Finance Minister of Indonesia, 
is Chair of the Coalition of G20 Finance Ministers for 
Climate Action. 
Carlos Dominguez is Secretary of Finance and 
Chairperson-designate of the Climate Change 
Commission of the Philippines. 
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By retiring up to 50 percent of coal-fired 
power plants over the next 10 to 15 years, 
Indonesia, Philippines, and Vietnam could 

reduce annual CO2 emissions by nearly 
200 million tons — equivalent to taking 61 

million vehicles off the road.

Asian success in emission reduction 
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The anniversary of the 6 January, 2021, 
attack on the US Capitol has come 
and gone, and many Americans 

are deeply depressed that the country’s 
political divide has only deepened. Though 
most Republican Party leaders condemned 
the attack at the time, the GOP has since 
internalized former President Donald 
Trump’s web of lies and falsehoods about the 
2020 election, which he lost by seven million 
votes. Republicans have largely refused 
even to participate in the congressional 
investigation into the matter.

A year after a sitting president tried to 
overturn the results of a fair and lawful 
election, the effort to identify and prosecute 
those responsible now must compete for 
attention with other security crises: Russian 
troops massing near Ukraine; Iran nearing 
the threshold of nuclear breakout; and 
humanitarian catastrophes in Afghanistan 
and Yemen. Faced with all this, American 
leaders will be tempted to draw a bright line 
between home and abroad. But doing so 
would be both risky and wrong.

America’s profound polarization reflects 
a society whose members no longer share 
a core understanding of what it means 
to be ‘secure’. Americans tend to have 
widely divergent experiences — across 
racial, religious, and gender lines — with 
US domestic security institutions. Trust in 

the US military and security forces used 
to be consistently high; now, it is falling, 
alongside trust in the rest of America’s 
government institutions. Americans no 
longer agree about who or what constitutes 
a threat, with Democrats much more likely 
to cite internal cohesion and political 
violence, and Republicans more concerned 
with traditional nation-state foes. Moreover, 
Americans are divided by ideology and 
age over whether people and ideas from 
elsewhere are an opportunity or a threat.

These divisions, and the resulting policy 
gridlock, would be bad enough in isolation. 
But the rest of the world is watching, and 
it sees a society that cannot agree on what 
democracy is, or on who belongs to the 
demos. In the World Bank’s Combined Polity 
Score index, the US has been downgraded 
from a longstanding score of ten, the 
highest for a democracy, to a five, meaning 
it is on the verge of anocracy: a democracy 
with authoritarian characteristics.

Around the world, those who have 
been inspired by leaders like Abraham 
Lincoln and Martin Luther King, Jr., are now 
haunted by images of the Confederate flag 
being waved in the halls of Congress. Allies 
whose ties to the US go back to World War 
II now see US elected officials embracing 
Holocaust deniers. Neither friend nor foe 
believes that the US can or will deliver on 
its long-term promises anymore, whether 
in the realm of vaccine distribution, climate 
accords, or nuclear deals.

If you are American and this description 
sounds exaggerated, you should look to 
your northern neighbor. In Canada, with 

which the US shares the world’s longest 
unfortified border, top media outlets 
marked the January 6 anniversary with a 
debate over, ‘What to do about the likely 
unraveling of democracy in the United 
States’. Back at home, American political 
scientist Barbara Walter, a leading global 
expert on civil wars, writes in a new book, 

“Most Americans cannot imagine another 
civil war in their country. But this is because 
they do not know how civil wars start.”

Americans need to recognize that the 
erosion of their democracy is as much a 
foreign-policy matter as it is a domestic 
one. Those Republicans and Democrats 
who are still willing to work together on key 
international issues need to accept that this 
also requires working together to shore up 
core democratic norms at home.

Those norms are foundational to 
everything the US wants to achieve abroad. 
At a minimum, they include a rejection of 
violence and hate speech, strong protections 

for voting rights, and non-partisan election 
administration. Conservatives who urge the 
Biden administration to act tougher abroad 
should stop to consider what constant right-
wing harping about the ‘Big Steal’ looks 
like to the rest of the world. US leaders 
from across the political spectrum could 
send a far more compelling message by 
demonstrating a willingness to repair the 
cracks in American democracy. The capacity 
to do that has historically been one of 
America’s greatest strengths.

After all, we have been here before. A half-
century ago, American democracy was tested 
by a president who was forced to resign 

and by a security establishment that misled 
the country into a catastrophic war. This 
prompted a broad effort to address systemic 
flaws. And while the solutions were imperfect, 
they nonetheless succeeded in restoring the 
prestige of US institutions for the next four 
decades, both at home and abroad.

What might such an effort look like 
now? Senator Mike Rounds, a Republican 
from South Dakota, recently mustered the 
courage to buck Trump, telling ABC News: 

“The election was fair, as fair as we have 
seen. We simply did not win the election, 
as Republicans, for the presidency.” That 
is a good start. But without progress in 
tackling the full range of problems with US 
elections — who gets to vote and how the 
votes are counted — neither Republicans 
nor Democrats can hold their heads high in 
the court of global public opinion.

The responsibility does not lie only with 
Congress, of course. In its Interim National 
Security Strategic Guidance published last 
March, President Biden’s administration 
made clear that, “our role in the world 
depends upon our strength and vitality here 
at home.” Since then, Biden has signed bills 
and implemented policies allocating billions 
of dollars to research and development in 
strategic industries, physical infrastructure, 
and a better social infrastructure.

Again, that is a good start. But suppose 
the administration took its own logic a 
step further and declared openly that 
threats to our democracy are also threats 
to our security? The Director of National 
Intelligence has already warned that violent 
political extremism, a euphemism for 
domestic terrorism, poses a greater risk to 
Americans than Islamist terrorism does.

With America’s crumbling political norms 
and violence-tinged factionalism, is it any 
wonder that only 17 percent of the world’s 
democracies view the US as a country to 
emulate? It is time for Americans, or at very 
least those who aim to represent the US in 
the world, to see themselves as others do, 
without excuses and rationalizations.
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Global vaccine tax to achieve vaccine equality

Worldwide more than eight 
billion doses of vaccine had 
been administered by the 

end of 2021. However, the majority of 
those doses had been administered to 
people living in high income countries. 
Analysis of data collated from various 
health agencies around the world 
reveals that while more than 65 percent 
of the people in wealthy countries had 
received at least one vaccine dose 
by December 2021, in low income 
countries this rate was only around 8 
percent.

Governments and non-
governmental organizations involved 
in addressing the prevailing vaccine 
inequity point out that besides the 
logistical challenges involved in the 
distribution process, another major 
hurdle to the effective and equitable 
delivery of vaccines to countries that 
need them was the cost of purchasing 
them in the first place.

To get a sufficient number of people 
vaccinated, experts estimate that poor-
er countries would have to increase 
their healthcare spending by nearly 

57 percent, while wealthier countries 
would only need to increase their 
spending by 0.8 percent.

Early estimates by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) was that it would 
be able to have 70 percent of the world 
vaccinated by mid-2022. This is the 
percentage of coverage that experts 
initially estimated would be required to 
overcome SARS-CoV-2. To facilitate its 
goal, the WHO — in partnership with 
GAVI, the vaccine alliance, the Coalition 
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations 
(CEPI), and UNICEF — established the 
COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access, or 
‘COVAX,’ initiative. 

In a plea urging corporate boards 
and investors in companies and 
multinational corporations  to do more 
to persuade their companies to address 
vaccine inequity, Dr. Peter Singer, 
special advisor to the director-general 
of the World Health Organization 
(WHO), puts it starkly: “Every week, 
around 50,000 people die of COVID-19. 
Presumably, most were unvaccinated 
and didn’t have to die. Without speedy 
vaccination of the world, millions more 
will die.”

A new study conducted at Aarhus 
University in Denmark proposes a 
method to ensure a more equitable 
distribution in the cost of the world’s 
vaccines among governments. The 
study suggests that a progressive 
vaccine ‘tax’ could be included in the 
cost of vaccines based on a purchasing 
nation’s ability to pay. 

The proposed tax would provide 
a more workable solution than 
vaccine equity strategies currently 
being discussed, including one that 
seeks to divert foreign aid funds from 
wealthier nations to vaccinations. 
However, there are two main problems 
associated with this approach. First, 
using existing foreign aid to provide 
vaccines would effectively reduce the 
amount of assistance given for non-
vaccine purposes. Second, if only some 
countries increase foreign aid, the 
financial burden of vaccine equity will 
be neither evenly nor fairly shared.

The vaccine tax proposed by the 
university researchers in Denmark 
would require that for every vaccine 
bought, a fraction of the price paid 
for the vaccine is set aside to create a 
fairer vaccine distribution. Under the 
vaccine tax scheme, the selling firm is 
responsible for transferring the money 
raised in this way to COVAX. For its 

part, COVAX could stipulate that it will 
only buy vaccines from companies 
complying with the tax.

The stipulation in the purchasing 
program of COVAX would provide 
an incentive for vaccine producers to 
introduce and adhere to the vaccine 
tax scheme and not necessarily make 
it more expensive for COVAX to obtain 
vaccines. The amount of the tax — the 
percentage of a vaccine’s purchase 
price — must be based on a country’s 
ability to pay for vaccinating its 
population. It could also be considered 
fair to exempt low income countries 
from the tax. 

The researchers behind the 
study admit that the vaccine tax 
will not solve all the problems with 
vaccine distribution, and that their 
tax proposal should be considered 
as a complementary arrangement 
that works alongside other vaccine 
distribution proposals. 

Cloth masks offer least 
effective protection
Two years into the global COVID-19 pandemic, people have gradually become 

accustomed to wearing face masks in public and, amid health threats from 
various COVID-19 virus variants such as Delta and Omicron, awareness on the 
importance of wearing masks has only increased. 

Though the use of masks in public has become ubiquitous, very few people 
are aware, or care, about the quality of masks or the importance of wearing 
high-filtration, snug-fitting masks. Generally, masks labeled N95 and KN95 are 
considered among the best currently available masks for daily usage. Here, we 
look at what makes these masks superior to those available from competitors, 
and which mask you should purchase.

According to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) latest 
mask guide, everyone two years of age or older who is not fully vaccinated should 
wear a mask in indoor public places (though it is not necessary to wear one in 
uncrowded outdoor settings). People with conditions that lead to weakened 
immune systems, or those who are currently taking medications that can weaken 
their immune systems, should wear masks even if they are fully vaccinated.

The N95 respirator is considered the gold standard of face coverings and 
diverges from surgical masks in that the edges are designed to fit snugly to your 
face. The N95 masks are made of tough, yet flexible non-woven polypropylene 
fiber. They are mostly round with a protrusion near the top to help cover your 
nose. Elastic strings stretch around your head to hold the mask in place. They 
sometimes feature a valve to make inhalation and exhalation easier, but they are 
not required. The mask should be labeled with N95 on it.

As the number suggests, the N95 masks filter out at least 95 percent of very 
small particles that are about 0.3 microns in size. But this is the particle size for 
which the masks are least efficient. In fact, N95s are better at filtering out particles 
that are either larger or smaller than 0.3 microns. These masks can filter about 99.8 
percent of particles with a diameter of about 0.1 microns, according to a February 
2017 study. As an April 2020 review notes, SARS-CoV-2 is an enveloped virus with 

about a 0.1 micron diameter, so N95s 
are particularly suited to provide 
protection against the current 
pandemic.

KN95 masks work similarly to 
N95 masks, but some questions 
about the efficacy of KN95 masks in 
surgical settings continue to remain 
unsettled even in late 2021.

In a September 2020 analysis 
of 200 KN95 masks from 15 
manufacturers by the Emergency 

Care Research Institute (ECRI), a US-based patient safety nonprofit organization, 
found that up to 70 percent of these protective face coverings did not meet US 
standards for effectiveness. This raises risks of contracting COVID-19 for care 
providers and patients at hospitals and other healthcare organizations that 
imported the Chinese-made K95 masks, said ECRI.

In the latest update to its guidance on face masks, the CDC notes that loosely 
woven cloth masks offer the least protection against COVID-19 and N95 and 
KN95 masks offer the most. To protect yourself and others from COVID-19, CDC 
recommends that you wear the most protective mask you can, that fits well and 
that you will wear consistently. Loosely woven cloth products provide the least 
protection, layered finely woven products offer more protection, well-fitting 
disposable surgical masks and KN95s offer even more protection, and well- 
fitting NIOSH-approved respirators (including N95s) offer the highest level of 
protection,” said the CDC. Research has shown that SARS-CoV-2 virus, which is 
responsible for the ongoing pandemic, is airborne and therefore, a simple cloth 
mask is not sufficient to provide the necessary protection. However, if you have 
no other option than to wear a cloth face mask, make sure it has multiple layers 
of tightly woven, breathable material.  Do not wear a cloth mask if it has gaps 
around the sides of the face or nose, exhalation valves or vents, single-layer 
fabric, thin fabric that does not block light, or has wet or dirty material.

Also, to get the best fit and most protection out of a cloth or disposable mask:
Wear two masks, such as a disposable mask underneath and a cloth mask on 

top. Combine a cloth mask or disposable mask with a fitter or brace. Wear masks 
that attach behind the neck and head with either elastic bands or ties, instead 
of ear loops. 

The CDC says N95 or KN95 respirators should fit closely on the face with no 
gaps and be comfortable when worn properly.  A respirator has better filtration, 
and if worn properly the whole time it is in use, can provide a higher level of 
protection than a cloth or procedural mask. But a mask or respirator will be 
less effective if it fits poorly or if you wear it improperly or take it off frequently, 
warnedSARS-CoV-2 virus that is causing the COVID-19 pandemic. the CDC.




