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World Cup 2022 - Qatar’s moment of glory
THE TIMES KUWAIT REPORT

C

all it soccer, football, kurat alqadam, or
by any other name it goes by, there is no
denying that this is a game of passion
that stirs the soul and brings forth the rawest
of emotions among players, and even among
the most hardened fans. For those uninitiated
to football, watching 20 players chasing after
a ball in an attempt to get it past two other
people standing guard between two posts, may
not seem all that exciting, but for the frenzied
fans watching the game live in a stadium, or on
television in some distant place, there is nothing
more adrenaline-pumping.
Often described as the most popular and
inclusive game on earth, football is estimated
to be played by more than 250 million people
worldwide, with billions more following it on
media, or standing on the sidelines to cheer
and jeer the players. For these ardent players
and fans worldwide, the quadrennial FIFA World
Cup is the pinnacle of their sport. If you think
differently, go ask any of the millions of fans who
have gathered for the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.
Despite the game of soccer and the World
Cup evolving over time with the introduction

of new rules and techniques, the founding
mission of FIFA, the international governing
body of football, to develop the game, and to
‘Touch the World’ and ‘Build a Better Future’ for
all of humanity, still resonates with everyone
touched by football. This was as true in 1930 to
the players and crowds watching the first World
Cup game in Uruguay, as it is to those playing
and witnessing the game when the first whistle

for the World Cup 2022 goes off today in Qatar.
The staging of the first-ever games in the
Middle East and in the Arab world was not
expected to be without its share of controversies,
but for Qatar this has come in spades. The
country’s journey since being awarded the right
to host the tournament in December 2010, has
been anything but tranquil. It began with a
bump right from the start, following allegations

of improprieties involved in Qatar being awarded
the tournament. Although the accusations and
assertions were swiftly refuted and rejected by
Qatar’s Supreme Committee for Delivery and
Legacy (SC), which is the country’s top authority
tasked with the planning and execution of the
tournament, the suspicions still linger.
Even while these allegations of corruption
remained, Qatar had to confront sharp criticism
from international human rights groups and
activists on the appalling treatment and scores
of deaths among migrant workers brought in
to work on the infrastructure for the games. In
response, the government began implementing
several labor reform policies in 2014, but
stridently maintained that migrant workers were
not being entrapped and exploited to work on
infrastructure projects.
However, in a ‘Reality Check’ report published
in 2021, Amnesty International said that
practices of human rights abuse were still rife.
Qatar responded by noting that its labor system
was still a work in progress and that these would
continue even after the games. For its part, FIFA
urged World Cup teams to focus on football
in Qatar and not let the sport be dragged into
ideological or political battles.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Banks to begin lending to non-Kuwaitis on easier terms

I

n what is considered a strategic shift
in credit policy, commercial banks
in the country have begun opening
up the process of lending to expatriates

and bedouins, and easing the terms and
conditions surrounding loan repayments.
Improvements
in
the
economy,
enhanced market stability, and a rise in
consumer sentiment are said to have fueled
this credit policy shift among lenders. The
return of financing facilities to non-Kuwaitis
employed in the private sector, means
that those eligible can now avail housing
loans up to a maximum of KD70,000 with
repayment period extended to eight years,
and without the need for a guarantor
Banks are also reported to have raised the

ceiling for consumer loans to expatriates and
bedouins working in the private sector to 20
times the salary, subject to a maximum loan
amount of KD 25,000. Moreover, the salary
conditions to be met in order to be eligible
for a loan have been reduced from KD500
to KD300. In addition, the requirements on
work period under a current employer has
been lowered to just four months, in place
of the year or more that was necessitated
earlier.
The value of the consumer loan will
continue to be determined based on the

applicant’s salary, and the loan deduction
percentage will be in accordance with the
instructions of the Central Bank of Kuwait.
Additionally, the loan applicant must have
a credit history free of default, and be
an employee of a company listed on the
Kuwait Stock Exchange. In case of non-listed
companies, the firm employing the loan
applicant should be a client of the bank,
or enjoy adequate financial stability and
efficiency. If the applicant is a bedouin, they
must also have a security card valid for an
appropriate period.

PAM launches online app
to manage labor relations
A

s part of the government initiative to
streamline and digitize public services, the
Public Authority of Manpower (PAM) announced
the launch of an e-application platform for the
management of domestic worker recruitments,
inspection services and labor disputes, for
employers and recruitment offices.

Speaking on the sidelines of a workshop,
following the launch of the program, acting
Director-General of PAM, Mubarak Al-Jafour,
described the online platform as a breakthrough
in the management of labor relations in the
private sector, and between employers and
domestic workers, so as to protect the rights of
everyone. The move to an online platform is also
aimed at reducing the use of paper transactions

in issues on worker relations.
He explained the application aims to solve
disputes between the domestic worker and
the employer, or between the employer and
the recruitment office, in addition to inspecting
the recruitment offices and measuring their
compliance with the law.
He added that the authority is committed
to the government’s vision of facilitating and
enabling all businesses, so as to benefit all
concerned, most notably domestic workers.
For his part, Director of the Domestic Labor
Department at PAM, Nasser Al-Moussawi,
underlined that the new application will
automate and speed up the inspection and
notification system, instead of using paper to
officially communicate with recruitment offices.
Moreover, the system will be linked to other
relevant authorities, including police stations of
the Ministry of Interior.
He added, “Our goal is to resolve disputes
between the parties to the domestic labor
contract, whether the recruitment office, the
employer or a domestic worker as quickly as
possible.”
On a related note, PAM announced last week
that it had suspended 20 licenses of domestic
labor recruitment offices in October, and
referred 191 labor complaints to the judiciary. In
addition, the Authority had partially liquidated
the guarantee from one of the recruitment
offices to pay complainants, and further
indicated that a total of 1,060 complaints were
registered during the past month, of which 88
were from workers against employers.

French ambassador holds
reception for renowned journalist

A

mbassador of France H.E. Claire Le Flecher,
held a dinner reception at her residence in
honor of the renowned French journalist
and writer Georges Malbrunot, during which
wide ranging discussions were held.
The reception was attended by heads of
leading Arabic and English publications and
cordial exchange of regional and international
developments were discussed.
George Malbrunot is a French journalist and

regional expert working for the French daily
Le Figaro. In 2004, he was taken hostage by
the Islamic Army in Iraq, along with Christian
Chesnot, a fellow journalist working for Radio
France, and their Syrian driver Muhammed alJundi. The terrorists gave the French government
a 48-hour deadline to repeal its law against girls
wearing the Muslim veil in school. Though the
demand was not met, the two journalists and the
driver were later released.

Uzbekistan ambassador promoted
to Deputy Foreign Minister

A

mbassador of Uzbekistan H.E. Bakrom
Aloev has been promoted as Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs in a recent
reshuffle at the Uzbek foreign ministry.
The current Deputy Foreign Minister, H.E.
Furkat Sidikov, has been promoted as the First
Deputy Foreign Minister.
Ambassador Aloev has served in Kuwait
for around eight years and was the Dean of
the Asian Diplomatic community. He has
several notable achievements during his
tenure, including launching direct flights from
Kuwait to Uzbekistan, increasing bilateral

trade and also taking relations to a new level
of engagement.

Spending on development projects drop

A

follow-up report on projects in the
current development plan reveals that
total spending on these projects from April to
September, was KD166 million, against financial
appropriations of KD1.3 billion provided in the
annual budget for development projects.
The report noted that the percentage of
spending on 129 projects included in the
annual plan 2022-2023, was about 13.1 percent
in the first six months of the financial year. This
marked a significant decrease from what was
spent during the same period last year, during
which the percentage of spending was about 21
percent.
The follow-up study found that only 2
percent of the planned projects had been
delivered so far, while 43 percent of projects

were in the preparatory stage and 47 percent
were in the implementation phase. The report
also noted that the remaining planned projects
had not even started.
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Significance of three important
meetings to the world
negotiation on free trade agreement and a safe
traveling passage/route among members in
case of any global pandemics in the future.

answer her call. There is positive news from
across the ocean in Southeast Asia, where the
world’s most important leaders have met. The
three important meetings, namely ASEAN
Summit (10 -13 Nov. in Cambodia), G 20 Summit
(15-16 Nov. in Bali, Indonesia) and APEC Summit
(18- 19 Nov. in Bangkok, Thailand). Allow me
to share few highlights from these meeting as
follows;

By H.E. Rooge Thammongkol,

Ambassador of Thailand to Kuwait

L

ike others, I had listened to the interview
by Kristalina Georgieva, a very able
woman and managing director of the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) last month.
She was quite cautious about economic
recovery, implying that we are experiencing a
fundamental shift in the global economy due
to several factors such as global recession,
geopolitics and climate change. In fact, last
month the IMF already reduced the world
economic growth for next year from 2.9 percent
to 2.7 percent. She urged policy-makers to ‘Act
Now and Act Together’.
I am certain that many world leaders will

The ASEAN Summit last week focused on
the importance of ASEAN unity in principle
and practice, Treaty of Amity and Cooperation,
the Treaty on Southeast Asia Nuclear WeaponFree Zone and AOIP (ASEAN Outlook on IndoPacific), as well as the plan to implement five
points regarding the situation in Myanmar,
The establishment of the ASEAN-US
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership was also
officially announced.
The G-20 Summit in Bali, was another

successful venue for the world leaders to
discuss priority issues such as global financial
system, impact of soaring inflation, global
health, sustainable energy transition, digital

transformation, following the meeting’s theme
‘Recover Together, Recover Stronger’. On the
sideline of the meeting, the US and Chinese
presidents met for three hours to exchange
views on international issues, which was
very beneficial for stability in the region and
importantly to the situation in the Korean
Peninsula and Taiwan. The President of China
also met with the Australian Prime Minister
to normalize ties. The discussion regarding
the Russia-Ukraine war was also raised and
discussed by conflicting parties for a possible
solution.

The APEC Summit in Bangkok on the
other hand, remained relevant with trade
liberalization among 21 member economies,
who together account for 60 percent of total
global GDP and 47.4 percent of global trade.
The theme was about open-connect-balance.
Thailand’s proposal ‘Bangkok Goal’ for BCG
(Bio - Circular and Green Economy model) was
endorsed. It was the right time to forge closer
collaboration and partnership for inclusive
growth and sustainable development. The
meeting also set the time frame for the

On the sideline of this meeting, the President
of China and Prime Minister of Japan met for
the first time in three years to exchange views
on security issues. Upon the invitation of the
host country, His Royal Highness Mohammed
bin Salman, Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia and
H.E. Emmanuel Macron, President of France,
paid an official visit to Thailand to promote
further trade and investment and attended the
APEC Summit.
I bring up the relevance of abovementioned meetings and its impacts because
this is what we really need, a good news and
good response for IMF MD’s request. In Asia,
diplomacy is always our first line of defense
to prevent any rising conflicts. And against
this backdrop of conflicts, political turmoil,
and economic recession, ASEAN underscores
commendable achievements in providing
venues and important agenda for the world
leaders. They make these meetings a friendly
and harmonious atmosphere, which are
conducive for promoting peace and prosperity.
I begin to see the light at the end of the
tunnel. A glimpse of hope,
I would say. Appreciation for the courage
of ASEAN to strive for a better community
in this divided world. The year 2023 will be a
challenging one, with economic recession, or a
soft-landing, or a slow take–off with persistent
war and greenhouse effects. We should join
hands, work together and make the world full
of joy and happiness.
Alhamdulillah. May the force be with us all.
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The greatest glory in living
lies not in never falling, but in
rising every time we fall.
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RECIPE

Turmeric Lemon Rice

- Nelson Mandela

NBK celebrates 70th anniversary
N

ational Bank of Kuwait (NBK), the
country’s premier commercial
bank and the first national bank
in Kuwait and the Gulf region,
celebrated its 70th anniversary on
15th November.
Established in 1952 through an
Amiri decree issued on 19 May of
that year, NBK was inaugurated six
months later on 15 November, with a
capital of KD one million and the aim
of developing the country’s economy
and trade market.
Prior to the establishment of NBK
the only commercial lender was the
foreign British Bank of the Middle East
that opened in February 1942, in the
midst of World War II.
The initiative to set up a local
New NBK headquarters building
bank was spearheaded by leading
businessmen of the time, including
from the Indian rupee to the Gulf
Abdulaziz Al-Saqer, Ahmad Alrupee, and later on in 1961, Kuwait’s
Khaled, Khaled Al-Khaled, Khaled
monetary council changed the
Al-Hamad,
Khalifa
Al-Ghunaim,
currency into the Kuwaiti dinar,
Mohammad Al-Kharafi, Sayyed Ali
creating economic sovereignty in the
Sayyed Suleiman, Yousif Al-Ghanim
country.
and Yousef Al-Fulaij. They then held
In the 1970s, during a period of exa meeting with Kuwait’s then ruler
tensive infrastructure development,
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah,
who expressed his support for
the project and subsequently
issued a decree authorizing the
establishment of the bank.
NBK started with simple
operations including currency
exchange,
deposits
and
withdrawal. It also provided
financial funding for individuals
and companies to execute
infrastructure projects. The
The National Bank of Kuwait was launched
bank was also instrumental in
on 15 November 1952
replacing the local currency

the bank continued financing mega
projects, including water distillation
units, power plants, road networks,
oil refineries and building hospitals
and schools.
The bank also proved its strength
and professionalism in overcoming
economic and financial crises, such as
the local Souk Manakh stock-market
crash of 1982 and the Iraqi Invasion in
1990. The bank was able to manage
Kuwait’s loan after the Liberation in
1991 worth over US$5.5 billion.
NBK, which was one of the
top contributors to the country’s
development in the past decades,
continues in this leadership role to
this day. The bank is at the forefront
in implementing various financial and
technological initiatives that provide
enhanced service to clients.
Although NBK’s operations are
centered in the Middle East and
Africa, it has offices worldwide and
is boosting its operations in China,
France,
Singapore,
Switzerland,
Turkey, the UK and the US.
The bank’s new iconic building
in the heart of Kuwait’s business
district is a symbol of the
strength and resilience of
the bank and its pioneering
role in providing exemplary
financial services to the
nation. Incidentally, the
new headquarters building
received an international
certificate
on
energy
systems for its design that
protects the environment
through limiting carbon and
greenhouse gas emissions.

ACK holds baking class with CEE Network Kuwait
RICKY LAXA
STAFF WRITER

M

embers of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
community in Kuwait (ACK) attended
a baking class spearheaded by
Master Chefs of CEE Network Lifestyle
Workshops last week. Members
of the diplomatic community and
representatives from Embassies of Laos,
Malaysia, Philippines, Vietnam, and
Thailand were present on the occasion.
Their Excellencies the Ambassadors
of Laos, Chairperson of the ACK and
Malaysia patronized the event.
In a three-hour hands-on baking
class, attendees were guided through
the know-how of mixing, blending,
and kneading popular dough to
achieve soft and flavorful breads. Two
different products were showcased
by a Filipino Master Chef Cris Ricafort,
these include herb bread and popular
custard pie with fresh fruits.
“It’s a little tough kneading the
dough with your own hands as
you need extra strength to attain a
quality dough but it is worth it as you
get to taste the products fresh from
the oven,” commented Phisakhone

Phongpadit, Deputy Chief of Mission
of the Embassy of Laos. Other
participants included Yasmeen Deeb
Akasha and Lilybeth Lyn Osorio from
the Philippines, Somnuek Xayachack
from Laos, Ruhani Idris from Malaysia,
Ha Thu Nguyen from Vietnam, and
Panatsaya Paholdaecha
and Saranyu Bulang from Thailand.
Representatives from Indonesia,
Cambodia and Brunei were not able
to attend due to earlier commitments.
The Ambassador of Malaysia and
spouse graced the occasion with
a brief visit to the event and spoke
to some of the participants. The
Ambassador of Laos and Chairperson
of the ACK awarded certificates
of attendance to all participants

and plaques of recognition and
appreciation to FRiENDi Mobile,
which was represented by Jane
Nolasco. FRiENDi Mobile sponsored
the occasion and attendees had the
opportunity to secure their sim cards
during the event. The Ambassador of
Laos thanked everyone for their time
and effort to join the event.
The class was organized by CEE
Network Lifestyle Workshops and
supported by its Chefs Zhan Robles,
Mariefe Torio and Malou Lacorte. A
plaque of appreciation was handed
to MasterChef Cris Ricafort on behalf
of CEE Network Kuwait. CEE Network
Kuwait thanked The Times Kuwait
for their continued support via news
coverage to the ASEAN events.

A

n easy to prepare dish, Lemon Rice is tangy, crunchy and
bursting with lemon flavor. It is a delicious way to turn plain
rice into an exotic dish and is the perfect accompaniment
to any meats or veggies as a side-dish. It is a healthy option that is
surprisingly refreshing and pairs perfectly with pickle or papadum as
accompaniment for a great dinner meal.
Total time:30 minutes
Serving: 3 to4
Ingredients:
• 2 cups Basmati Rice , (Washed, rinsed and soaked)
• Salt to taste
• For tempering:
• 1 tbsp chana dal
• 1 tbsp urad dal
• 2 tbsp peanuts
• 1 tsp mustard seeds
• 2 dry red chilies
• 5-10 curry leaves
• 3-4 green chilies, (Slit)
• 1/4 tsp turmeric powder
• 1 tbsp grated ginger
• 1 lemon juice
• 1 tsp lemon zest
• For garnishing:
• Few coriander leaves
Chef Chhaya Thakker
• 1 tsp oil/gee (optional)
Instructions:
• Cook the rice, fluff and set aside
• Heat oil in a pan, when hot add mustard seeds and let them start to
pop
• Add curry leaves, peanuts and wait for a few seconds
• Add turmeric and red chili and stir together
• Add in the rice and freshly squeezed lemon juice, lemon zest and
gently mix well
• Add salt if the cooked rice was not salted.
• Cook for 2 minutes, taste and adjust salt and lemon.
• Take off the heat and let it sit covered for 2 minutes
• Before serving, garnish with coriander leaves and a dash of ghee.

Indian Chef Chhaya Thakker, who has a huge following online
on WhatsApp and YouTube will be sharing her favorite recipes
and cooking tips with readers of The Times Kuwait. For feedback,
you can write to editortimeskuwait@gmail.com

The Times Kuwait
www.timeskuwait.com
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Kuwait 'great country' in helping others

S

outh Korea's Ambassador to Kuwait Chung
Byung-ha on Wednesday described Kuwait
as a "great country" in its ability to embody
aspirations for peace and helping others.
During an embassy ceremony marking his
country's October 3 National Foundation Day,
the ambassador praised Kuwait's humanitarian
role, and its endeavors to peacefully mediate
regional and global disputes, making it a source

of inspiration for the promotion of human values.
The event was attended by Kuwaiti officials,
including Minister of Commerce and Industry,
Minister of State for Communications and
Information Technology Mazen Al-Nahedh,
and the representative of the Chief of Staff and
Commander of the Air Defense Force, Maj Gen
Adel Al- Hafidh.
He praised Kuwait's 2035 development plan

as a "great strategy" that will make the country
more sustainable, stressing that his country
remains a reliable partner in realising this vision.
Cooperation between the two countries, he
added, has achieved a great boost to include
new areas such as healthcare, renewable energy,
smart cities, agriculture and education.
He said his country is proud of this common
relationship, adding that friendship, trust and

partnership are the appropriate way to describe
that relationship, worked for so diligently over
the past four decades.
He also noted to Kuwait as a major supporter
to Seoul, mentioning its role as one of his
country's largest oil suppliers.
On bilateral cultural exchange, he said that
a Korean Language Center will be launched at
Kuwait University later this year.

TVS Travel and Tourism opens new branches
T

VS Hyder Group, a diversified business
enterprise in Kuwait, has opened two new
branches of its Travel division, one in Fahaheel
and the other in Salmiya.
The Fahaheel branch was inaugurated on
9 November, and the Salmiya branch on10
November by Susan Rahim and Abdullah
Roomi respectively, in the presence of the TVS
Hyder Group’s management, employees and
customers.
The large gathering of guests and customers
were welcomed by Manager of TVS Travel
Ms. Fatima and the Assistant Manager Mr.
Jayekumar. The Chairman of TVS Group, Dr.
S.M. Hyder Ali addressed the gathering and
underlined that the company owed its success
by ensuring the highest priority is given to
customer satisfaction.
He also thanked everyone who contributed
to the company’s growth over the years,
including their valued customers, various

airline officials, representatives of different
Indian associations, as well as well-wishers
and friends.
As part of the inauguration of the two new
branches, customers who made bookings on
the inaugural day were provided with an array
of exciting offers to choose from.

The two new branches further enhance the
convenience and excellent service provided by
TVS Travels & Tourism to customers and partners
through an extensive network of outlets spread
across the country.
TVS Hyder Group is a diversified enterprise
with various successful divisions, including

the Travel and Tourism wing. Additionally, the
Group has a prominent presence internationally,
including in Bahrain, Qatar, India, Sri Lanka,
Nepal and Canada. The opening of two more
branches depicts the company’s commitment
to increasing the company’s growth and
providing complete customer satisfaction.

6

20 - 26 November 2022

LOCAL

The Times Kuwait
www.timeskuwait.com

Kuwait stands out as a friend and
reliable partner of Germany

A

mbassador of Germany H.E. HansChristian Freiherr von Reibnitz held a
reception last week to celebrate his
country’s 32nd Day of German Unity.
Addressing the large and distinguished
gathering of guests, Ambassador von Reibnitz
explained the importance of the Day of Unity in
not only German history but also Europe.
He thanked all the European neighbors and
allies and stated “as we celebrate our unity in
freedom today, others are brutally forced to fight
for their own. The military aggression against
Ukraine brought war back to Europe. A stark
reminder to all of us, that we cannot take Unity
and Peace for granted.”
He said “We in Germany understand that the
brave Ukrainian people fight for their freedom,
freedom in Europe, our freedom. We, therefore,
will not falter in our support for them — they
will prevail.”

Elaborating on German unity, he said
that German reunification undoubtedly
also paved the way for a stronger European
Union as a global player and trusted
partner. Their fortunes and prosperity depend
on the deeper integration of Europe, but also on
partnerships outside the Union.
He pointed out that in an increasingly
unstable world, Kuwait stood out
as a
reliable friend and partner for Germany.
“We cooperated closely as non-permanent
members on the UN Security Council. We came
to appreciate your level-headed policies, and
indeed your humanitarian commitment for
which you have been acknowledged by the UN
as ‘Humanitarian Leader’.
The ambassador added that Kuwait’s
leadership, also in regional security matters, was
exemplary and they are ready to develop and
strengthen their partnership.

Chief guest on the occasion Waleed AlKhubaizi, Kuwait’s deputy foreign minister,
praised the long-standing Kuwaiti-German
relations that extend over 58 years, recalling the
German position in support of Kuwait during the
brutal Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.
Al-Khubaizi touched on the volume of
Kuwaiti investments in Germany saying they
exceed $19 billion, as well as the private sector
investments in Germany, and this is evidence
of the confidence of the Kuwaiti investor,
whether government or private, in a safe and

Audit Bureau
criticizes SCPD for
wasting funds

T

he General Secretariat of the Supreme
Council for Planning and Development
(SCPD) has faced scathing comments from the
State Audit Bureau for its failure to achieve
progress on developing the Silk City and
Boubyan Island projects.
In its observations on the sixth program for
the development of the Silk City and Bubiyan
Island, the Bureau noted that despite spending
tens of thousands of dinars on forming work

attractive environment in Germany.
He added Germany is one of the favorite
tourist destinations for Kuwaitis and attracts
thousands of citizens for tourism and to receive
medical treatment, praising Germany’s support
for the Schengen file for the State of Kuwait and
looking forward to continuing this support.
He pointed out 31 agreements have been
signed between the two countries in various
fields, and there are a number of Kuwaitis
studying in Germany, both civilians and
military personnel.
teams and paying bonuses to some of these
specialists, the Secretariat was not able to
register any progress in developing these two
vital projects. Noting that the SCPD had spent
an estimated KD107,163 on forming work teams,
and had also paid unjustified monthly bonuses
of around KD49,000 to some members of the
work team, the Bureau requested for a refund of
these amounts to the state treasury.
The state auditor also pointed out that
the Secretariat had not provided it with the
required details on data regarding the work
teams formed for the Silk City Development
Program (Subbiya) and Bubiyan Island, and
underlined that this was in violation of Article
52 of the Law Establishing the Audit Bureau No.
30 of 1964 and its amendments.

Al Muzaini Exchange gives away a laptop to
one lucky student at IEAS Xpressions, 2022

A

l Muzaini Exchange, the leading money
exchange company in Kuwait, with over 125
branches at various strategic locations recently
participated as the Platinum sponsor of IEAS
Expressions 2022 on Saturday, November 12th
held at the Indian English Academy School, Kuwait.
More than 2500 students from over 20
schools participated in the mega inter-school
event. Al Muzaini recognized the need to show
appreciation to the students for their incredible
efforts during the program and decided to
reward them with a student laptop.
Fr. Bosco D’mello, the Principal of IEAS
expressed his gratitude towards Al Muzaini
for their generosity and for the company’s
wonderful initiative of rewarding the efforts of
the youth in the community.
Indian Public School Kuwait’s Shaik Nassar,

studying in Grade 9 was announced as the
winner. The Director of IEAS, Fr. Derrick Misquita
alongside the marketing representative from Al
Muzaini, Mr. Trevin Cutinho handed over the
laptop to the excited winner.
Shaik and his family were immensely happy
and thanked Al Muzaini for motivating and
supporting students and for encouraging them
to work hard and achieve greatness.
Al Muzaini Exchange Co., the platinum
sponsor of Xpressions, 2022 encourages
students of every school to express themselves
to the best of their capabilities and to realize
their potential and fulfill their ambitions. Al
Muzaini always aims to be an integral part of the
community, to promote and support growth
and to nurture relationships.
Al Muzaini, always near you!

The Times Kuwait
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Football Fiesta
in

W

Qatar

orld heads to Qatar for the 2022 FIFA
World Cup, as one of the biggest
sporting events in the world and
the most anticipated international football
tournament, kicks-off at the Al-Bayt Stadium
in Doha. The event, which is the first to be held
in the Middle-East and the Arab World, is set
to reignite fervor in what is already the most
played and most watched game in the region
and around the world. On this momentous
occasion we take a look at FIFA, the World Cup
and its evolution over the years.
FIFA, or to give its name in full, the Fédération
internationale de Football Association, which
translates to the International Federation of
Association Football, was founded in 1904 to
oversee international competitions among a
handful of European nations. The organization
has since grown to encompass 211 national
associations that are grouped in one of six
regional confederations.
Today, FIFA is the international governing
body for association football — the game we
know as football or soccer — as well as two
other variants of the game: Beach football,
which is essentially football played on a beach
or sandy pitch, and futsal, which is football
played with fewer number of players on a
smaller hard court, usually indoors.
FIFA is tasked with organizing and promoting
association football’s major international
tournaments, notably the World Cup, which
commenced in 1930 and the Women’s World
Cup which kicked-off in 1991. Contrary to what
some people believe, FIFA is not responsible for
setting or changing rules of the game, as this
is the prerogative of the International Football
Association Board (IFAB), of which FIFA is a
member.
Just for the record, IFAB founded in 1886,
has, aside from FIFA, just four other member
organizations to set rules for a game played
by millions of people around the world.
Nevertheless, the only four other organizations
besides FIFA, on the board of IFAB are the
pioneering four football associations of UK
— England’s Football Association (FA), the
Scottish Football Association (SFA), the Football
Association of Wales (FAW) and Northern
Ireland’s Irish Football Association (IFA). The
four associations are granted this privilege in
recognition of association football’s origin in
the United Kingdom.
Back to FIFA and the World Cup; according
to FIFA, members of the organization
compete every four years for the title of World
Cup Champion. The first FIFA World Cup
championship was held in 1930 and follow-up
tournaments have been held every four years
since, with the exceptions of 1942 and 1946 due
to World War II.
The FIFA World Cup is widely considered
the most-watched sports event on the planet

thanks to record-breaking viewership numbers
including more than 3.5 billion viewers—
roughly half the world’s population — during
the 2018 finals tournament. France emerged
as the final victor of the 2018 FIFA World Cup,
which took place in Russia. Qatar is hosting
the 2022 FIFA World Cup from November 21 to
17 December, while the 2026 tournament will
be jointly hosted by Mexico, Canada, and the
United States. Mexico, which has previously
hosted two World Cup games, will now become
the only nation so far to host three games.
FIFA members, selection of finalists: FIFA’s
211-member roster includes more nations
than that of the United Nations, which has193
countries plus two observer states as of 2021,
or the International Olympic Committee, which
has representation from 206 countries as of
2021. So how is it that FIFA has more nations
than that recognized by the UN? Well, this is

through qualifying matches that began in 2019.
The 32 finalist teams will now compete in the
World Cup 2022 in Qatar. However, the 2022
tournament will be the last one to include 32
finalists, as FIFA has announced the finals will
expand to include 48 teams in time for the 2026
tournament.
Slot allocation for the 2026 FIFA World Cup:
Africa: 9 teams (up from 5); Asia: 8 teams (up
from 4); Europe: 16 teams (up from 13); North
and Central America: 6 teams (up from 3);
Oceania: 1 team (up from 0); South America:
6 teams (up from 4); Play-in/Wild card slots: 2
teams
FIFA World Cup host countries: FIFA’s process
for choosing host countries has evolved
considerably over time. Initially, the process of
selecting a host country proved controversial
because of the inefficiency of international
travel. Few European teams made it to the

• Compliance Assessment — Examines the
bid’s compliance with FIFA bid requirements,
hosting templates, and requirements for the
competition.
• Risk Assessment — Evaluates the bid’s
projected cost and revenue, as well as any
possible human rights concerns that could
arise from hosting the tournament in the
candidate country.
• Technical Evaluation Report — Examines
details of infrastructure and logistics,
such as available stadiums, housing, and
transportation, as well as additional financial
concerns (costs, estimated broadcast and
ticket revenues, etc.) not covered in the Risk
Assessment.
These reports are presented to the FIFA
Council, which narrows the bids into a shortlist
of candidates, which are then voted upon
by the entire FIFA congress, which includes
representatives from all 211 FIFA member
associations. Every step of the process is fully
transparent and publicly available, from the
initial reports to each member’s final vote.

Every FIFA World Cup host
country through 2026
(chronological):

due to FIFA’s definition of nationhood, which is
slightly more flexible than that of the UN. For
example, the United Nations treats the UK as
a single country, but FIFA divides it into four
‘national’ teams: England, Northern Ireland,
Scotland, and Wales. Similarly, territories
such as Puerto Rico and Gibraltar may not be
considered full countries by the UN, but are
nevertheless full national members of FIFA.
Any FIFA member is allowed to apply to
host the FIFA World Cup, though smaller or less
developed countries may find the criteria quite
challenging to meet. Qualifying for the FIFA
World Cup finals tournament is a significant
accomplishment in and of itself thanks to the
sheer size of the competition. The initial field
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup included 211 teams
from each of the member countries, this was
then narrowed down to 32 over three years

inaugural FIFA World Cup in Uruguay (South
America), and multiple South American teams
withdrew when the next two events were
held in Europe. To prevent any impression of
favoritism, FIFA began to alternate between
the Americas and Europe with each successive
event. It continued this policy until 2002, when
Japan and South Korea co-hosted Asia’s first
World Cup finals.
FIFA’s selection process has evolved
considerably from those early days, facilitated
no doubt by the growth in air travel, making for
a much more balanced and trustworthy system.
The process starts with each prospective host
country submitting a bid to FIFA’s Bid Evaluation
Task Force (BETF) many years in advance — for
example, bids to host the 2026 World Cup were
due by 15 October, 2017.
The BETF then prepares three reports:

2026: Canada, United States (2nd time), Mexico
(3rd time)
2022: Qatar
2018: Russia
2014: Brazil
2010: South Africa
2006: Germany (2nd time)
2002: Japan/South Korea
1998: France (2nd time)
1994: United States
1990: Italy (2nd time)
1986: Mexico
1982: Spain
1978: Argentina
1974: West Germany
1970: Mexico
1966: England
1962: Chile
1958: Sweden
1954: Switzerland
1950: Brazil
1946: — canceled (World War II) —
1942: — canceled (World War II) —
1938: France
1934: Italy
1930: Uruguay
So, now that you know as much, if not more
than us, about the FIFA World Cup, grab a ticket
and head over to the Qatar World Cup 2022.
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Belgium Embassy celebrates ‘King’s Feast’

E

mbassy of Belgium held an event to
celebrate the ‘King’s Feast’, during
which the Belgian Ambassador H.E.
Marc Trenzo praised the brotherly bond
between Belgium and Kuwait.
He expressed his aspiration to
strengthen the bilateral friendship,
especially through enhanced cooperation
in fields of economic, investment and trade.
He also recalled with pride his country’s

participation in the coalition to liberate
Kuwait.
Ambassador Trenzo pointed out that
Belgium is a country with great potential
and added that the two countries have
bilateral cooperation in trade that has
witnessed continuous progress, even
during the pandemic that devastated
world trade. He noted that trade has now
fairly recovered and has reached a volume

that amounted to around 281 million euros
since the first half of 2022.
Stating that Belgium and Kuwait have
suffered from the ordeal of invasion, he
added that this was a reason for the two to
actively encourage implementation of the
United Nations Charter that urges principles
of peaceful resolutions in conflicts. On the
humanitarian front, he noted that Kuwait
continues to be a major donor in helping

people in need around the world, as well as
caring for the plight of the Palestinians.
In conclusion, he highlighted the passion
for football that is shared by Belgium and
Kuwait, and also expressed his gratitude
to the Kuwait Football Association for
their warm welcome to Belgium’s national
football team during their arrival in Kuwait
for the friendly match with the Egyptian
national team.

World Cup 2022 - Qatar’s legacy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Adding to the growing litany of protestations, gender-choice
activists then joined the fray by citing Qatar’s poor record in the
treatment of sexual and gender (SGM) minorities. The organizers
stressed that everyone, no matter what their sexual or gender
orientation or background, is welcome during the tournament.
But the authorities also called on fans and players to respect the
country’s culture and traditions.
Qatar’s woes in hosting the games did not end with
the accusations of probity, human rights violations and
discriminations. To placate football associations and players, as
well as entice fans wary of the scorching heat of summer in Qatar,
the country agreed to transfer the traditional holding of the World
Cup in the June-July period to a cooler November-December
window. But this schedule shift meant the World Cup would then
clash with the majority of major domestic football competitions
in Europe, where summer is usually the off-season.
Following discussions with FIFA and football associations in
Europe, most of the 2022/23 season championships have now
been put on pause for the World Cup. Even as the dust from
many of these challenges were beginning to settle, Qatar had to
then confront a four-year diplomatic and political crisis with its
immediate neighbors that began in 2017 and was finally resolved
only in 2021. Meanwhile, the onset of COVID-19 pandemic in 2020
threw another spanner in efforts to organize the games as planned.
The fact that this tiny desert nation has been able to tide
over all these controversies and challenges and host the World
Cup on schedule, speaks volumes about the commitment of the
organizers, and the resolve of the country’s leadership, to stage
the tournament, no matter the cost. And, when it comes to cost,
the 2022 World Cup has been prodigiously expensive by any
scale. Estimates now put the total financial cost to Qatar at around
US$220 billion.
To put this figure in perspective, it is estimated that the total
bill to Qatar will exceed the cost of all the 21 previous World Cups
combined. It is also multiple times higher than the previously most
expensive World Cups held in Brazil in 2014 and Russia in 2018, which
cost the host countries less than $15 billion each. And remember,
this figure of $220 billion is without factoring in the additional costs
to the environment from the tournament being held in a small arid
desert nation of less than 11,500 square kilometers, which is already
one of the most water-stressed in the world.
While the more tangible costs for holding the tournament
can be counted in dollars and riyals, there is also a less tangible
but nevertheless significant socio-cultural cost to the host
country that is often disregarded. With a population of less
than three million, the impact of a sudden deluge of more than
1.2 million visitors from around the world, bringing their own
cultures, religions, and behaviors, could impact the customs and
traditions of this tiny, relatively conservative nation. Although
the outcome of this influence currently remains uncertain, it
could manifest over time.
Economists and sports finance analysts admit that most
countries hosting the World Cup pay a horrendously high cost for
the privilege, with very little return on their investment. Despite
this, FIFA continues to place very exacting and expensive terms
on the infrastructure that nations have to develop to host the
World Cup. Several host countries in the past have ended up
paying a heavy price for their brief moment of basking in the
global spotlight, often enduring the financial burden for years
after the tournament ends.

With millions of people attending the games and billions more
watching on television, you may well ask, how could these mega
events end up making a loss? To set the record right, no one
claimed that these sporting spectacles are a loss.
Official audit figures show that the bulk of profits in World Cup
tournaments come from the sale of tickets, marketing, and from
auctioning the rights to broadcast the event around the world.
For instance, FIFA reportedly sold the TV rights for the 2018
World Cup in Russia to broadcasters around the world for over
$4.5 billion, and a further $1 billion came in from marketing rights.
But this huge profit does not flow to the host country’s treasury;
it belongs entirely to FIFA. When the curtains to a World Cup
come down, FIFA walks away with the money bag, leaving the
host nation to foot the bill. In fairness, FIFA does dole out a small
token amount to the host for conducting the tournament and for
paying the prize-money.
But then, when it comes to costs and expenses, Qatar is
probably an anomaly. The energy-rich nation, which sits on some
of the largest natural gas reserves in the world, can afford to wave
off the multi-billion dollar expenditure as a pittance to pay for
their moment of glory. Nonetheless, economic forecasts now
indicate that although Qatar’s economy will grow by 3.4 percent
in 2022 and 2023, thanks to the World Cup boost, it will slow down
in the years ahead. It is imperative that the government capitalize
on the substantial infrastructure developments in place, and
build on the soft power generated from the World Cup, to attract
international investments and businesses to its economy.
Economic pressures notwithstanding, hosting the FIFA World
Cup is seen by Qatar as a strategic move to advance the country’s
foreign policy objectives, and to strengthen its interests in various
fields. It also helps promote the Qatar National Vision 2030 that
aims to transform the country ‘to an advanced society capable of
achieving sustainable development and securing a high standard
of living for its people for generations to come’. Hosting the
tournament is also an occasion to burnish its international image
and highlight the national brand through public diplomacy.
Although the monetary benefits from hosting the World Cup
will in final tally be negligible to Qatar, there are other tangible
legacies that the tournament leaves behind, which could benefit
the country in the future. These include new hotels, apartments,
leisure and entertainment venues, as well as an advanced rail and
road network, a brand new airport, and plans for a new sea port
that could be among the biggest in the region.
However, it is the intangible legacies that the tournament
hopefully generates which could prove to be most beneficial to
Qatar, and Qataris, in the long run. Among these are the individual
and collective pride generated in the country from being able to
successfully host a mega global sporting event. Reflecting this
while addressing the United Nations General Assembly in New
York in September, the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad
Al Thani, said: “The world will see that medium-sized and small
countries are able to host global events with great success’’.
Other legacies that Qatar hopes to achieve are also intangible
but more universal. Qatar’s Supreme Committee is implementing
several legacy projects as part of the tournament, including
promoting ‘Generation Amazing’. A youth movement that aims to
leverage the transformative power of football to inspire, educate,
and empower youth, Generation Amazing will strive to attain
social inclusiveness, to protect and sustain the environment,
and to achieve positive social change in local communities and
around the world. We sincerely hope that this will be the lasting
legacy of the Qatar World Cup 2022.

ABCK-AmCham Kuwait
hosts workshop on doing
business with US Military

A

BCK-AmCham Kuwait hosted a workshop on ‘How to do
Business with the U.S. Military’. The event started with the
opening remarks by Senior Commercial Officer at the US Embassy,
Eric Podzorski, who welcomed and thanked participants for
coming to Discover America Week’s Vendor’s Day.
AmCham Kuwait’s Chairman, Pete Swift then spoke about
how workshops conducted by the group in the past had
helped several businesses understand and do more business
with the US military, as these series of workshops had tackled
several different topics throughout the year.
The first part of the session was covered by Sean Bryan from
Regional Contracting Center–Kuwait (RCC-KU) who underlined
the purpose of Systems Awards Management (SAM) and
account management considerations for SAM.gov and Wide
Area Workflow (WAWF). He also explained the factors to be
considered when it was time for the annual SAM renewal, and
the best practices to be followed in order to make the process
more efficient.
He also elaborated on the importance of having at least two
people at every entity that understand the process, so that if
one of the individuals exits the organization, the other entity is
still able to retrieve the data and continue with their account in
SAM and other federal government systems. Bryan also spoke
about the process of registering and accessing WAWF.
Following the presentation, the 386th Expeditionary
Contracting Squadron (ECONS) Commander Major James Dunn
introduced ECONS and its function. Master Sergeant Lainey
Ash then spoke about the Government Purchase Card (GPC)
Program, stating that the GPC Flight makes all purchases under
$35,000 for supplies or services. He also mentioned that the
major advantage of the GPC purchase is that it is ‘on the spot’
purchasing, and vendors are paid upon delivery/completion of
services. For GPC purchases, vendors and contractors do not
need to be registered in SAM, as the GPC Flight can make “in
person” purchases within Kuwait.
To finalize the workshop, Services Business Manager from
the AAFES, Maecelle Cummings, then spoke about how to do
business with the Exchange. The Exchange is a multi-channel
retailer that serves US active-duty Military, National Guard,
Reservists, Retirees, and their families around the world.
Its services and vending program partners with businesses
that offer products and services to fill niche markets. The
presentations concluded with a question and answer session.
The highlight of the workshop was that the US military works
carefully to meet the needs of its customers, while ensuring
that contractors receive impartial, fair, and equitable treatment.
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Significance of 21 November

The Armed Forces Day of Bangladesh
A

rmed Forces Day of Bangladesh,
commemorated each year on 21
November, bears special significance
in the history of the country. This occasion is
celebrated every year with due respect and
solemnity and it is instilled in the heart of every
citizen of Bangladesh. Members of Bangladesh
Armed Forces take special pride in organizing
ceremonies in a befitting manner with honor
and dignity.
Following 23 years of ceaseless struggle
to establish their rights, and with the historic
declaration of independence by Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
the liberation war of Bangladesh began on 26
March, 1971. Initially it was a guerrilla resistance
movement consisting of Bangladesh military,
paramilitary and civilians brought together
under the banner of Bangladesh Liberation
Forces. The war lasted for nine months and in
the later stage of the liberation war, Bangladesh
Liberation Forces were organized as the
conventional Army, Navy and Air Force of the
country.
From 21 November 1971, the simultaneous
and coordinated operations of the Army, Navy
and Air Force gained offensive momentum.
Consequently, within a month, occupation
forces surrendered and Bangladesh was
liberated on 16 December 1971 to emerge as an
independent country in the world comity. The
independence of Bangladesh came at the cost
of supreme sacrifice of 3 million martyrs, with
over 200,000 women losing their sanctity and
many more suffering war injuries. The worldfamous weekly magazine ‘The London Times’
noted, ‘’If blood is the price of Independence,
then Bangladesh has paid the highest price in
history’’.
On 21 November each year all Bangladeshis
pay homage to their war heroes and martyrs.
The day inspires the members of Bangladesh
Armed Forces to renew their oath to protect
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of their

motherland. It also signifies the paramount
importance of comradeship, togetherness and
jointness in arms to fight collectively against
the enemy.
Bangladesh Armed Forces, since its inception
during liberation war, is known as armed forces
of the people. In Bangladesh, Armed Forces
are a symbol of pride, a symbol of trust and
confidence. Beside its constitutional role, the
armed forces also plays a key role in nation
building activities, disaster management and
internal security duties etc. Bangladesh Armed
Forces had a very important role in successfully
combating COVID-19 situation. It has a very
constructive role in managing forciblydisplaced Myanmar nationals of more than one
million.
In conformity to the constitution of
Bangladesh to maintain global peace,
Bangladesh Armed Forces stands today as

the largest troops contributing country to the
United Nations Peacekeeping Operations.
Bangladesh now has more than 6,500 Armed
Forces personnel deployed in 10 United

MEW cuts off electricity
to violating properties
Following an inspection campaign in the
Hawally governorate, the Judicial Enforcement
Team affiliated with the Ministry of Electricity,
Water and Renewable Energy MEW), issued
orders to cut off electricity to buildings that
were found to be in violation of rules on
housing bachelors in private residential areas.
The campaign, headed by the team leader
Adnan Dashti, is reported to have cut off

Nations missions across the globe, including in
Sudan, South Sudan, DR Congo, Mali, Central
African Republic, Ethiopia, Yemen, Lebanon
and Western Sahara.
To meet the challenges of 21st century
Bangladesh Armed Forces are being
modernized
under
‘Forces
Goal-2030’.
Bangladesh Armed Forces also maintain very
friendly relations with many Armed Forces of
the World.
The cooperation between Bangladesh
Armed Forces and Kuwait Armed Forces is
very special. Apart from exchange of visit,
training etc, Bangladesh Armed Forces have a
constructive role in Kuwait.
The Bangladesh Military contingent has
been deeply engaged in demining, demolition,
construction, medical treatment, maintenance
and security duties in Kuwait since 1991. A total
of 93 members of Bangladesh Armed Forces
sacrificed their lives while working for the
friendly country of Kuwait. More than 5,200
personnel of the Bangladesh Armed Forces
are currently serving in Kuwait. Defence Wing,
Bangladesh Embassy is happy to be able to
celebrate this special day with people of the
friendly country of Kuwait. Long Live KuwaitBangladesh Friendship.

electricity to three buildings and blocked
all transactions of the owners of these
properties. Dashti stated that the campaign
was carried out through effort by the Kuwait
Municipality in Hawalli governorate, security
personnel from the ministry of interior, and
employees of the Electricity Distribution
Networks sector of MEW.
On a related note, the inspection team
leader urged citizens and residents to
conserve electricity and water, pointing out
that a total of 1,332 violation notices were
issued during the period from 1 January until
14 November.

Toyota’s Drive for Carbon Neutrality in the Spotlight at ADIPEC 2022

T

oyota highlighted its groundbreaking
environmentally friendly mobility solutions
this week during ADIPEC 2022 in Abu Dhabi,
with the hydrogen-powered Toyota Mirai on
display throughout the four-day event. The
cutting-edge Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle (FCEV)
offers a 100% electric driving experience with
best-in-class efficiency and zero emissions,
underlining Toyota’s commitment to achieving
carbon neutrality and creating sustainable
mobility for all.
ADIPEC is one of the world’s most influential
gatherings for the energy industry and brings
together key stakeholders from the energy,
manufacturing, and industrial domains. The
unique platform features a series of themed
conferences and forums aimed at accelerating
the transition to cleaner sources of energy,
showcasing ground-breaking technologies,
and exploring actionable strategies for a
decarbonized future.
Toyota’s participation comes as part of its
drive to lead the way to a decarbonized future

for the mobility sector. The company has a
long and distinguished history as a pioneer of
environmentally-friendly mobility solutions,
and successfully launched the world’s first
mass-produced Hybrid Electric Vehicle (HEV),
the Prius, in 1997. Toyota continues to pursue
a wide range of sustainable mobility solutions
including HEVs, Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles
(PHEVs), Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs), and
Fuel Cell Electric Vehicles (FCEVs) to offer a full
lineup of sustainable and practical mobility
solutions that meet the diverse needs of users
across the globe.
Kei Fujita, Chief Representative, Middle
East and Central Asia Representative O
 ffice,
Toyota Motor Corporation, commented: “We
are pleased to showcase the groundbreaking
Toyota Mirai at ADIPEC 2022, an important
platform that explores new paths to a more
sustainable future. Our hydrogen FCEV
produces zero emissions with only water as a
by-product, and is one of the many promising
technologies we have developed in our pursuit

of carbon neutrality. We remain committed to
providing various technology options that are
both sustainable and practical as we continue
on our journey toward Creating Mobility for All
and Producing Happiness for All.”
Fujita added: “I would like to extend my
gratitude to the organizers of this highly
significant event, the goals of which align closely
with Toyota’s drive for sustainability. I’d also
like to thank our customers around the world
for their enduring support, which continually
inspires us to develop ever-better cars.”
Powered entirely by hydrogen, the Toyota
Mirai goes beyond zero emissions with its
special air purification system, which captures
PM2.5 and eliminates harmful chemical
substances to ‘clean the air’ as it drives. The
flagship sedan delivers a class-leading cruising
range of 650 km and can be refueled in under
five minutes, ensuring drivers enjoy the same
levels of performance, convenience, and
driving pleasure associated with a traditionally
powered vehicle.

In 2021, the Toyota Mirai set a new world
record for the longest distance traveled by a
hydrogen FCEV without refueling. The classleading vehicle achieved an unprecedented
1,360 km on a single, five-minute complete fill of
hydrogen during a roundtrip tour of Southern
California to claim the Guinness World Records
title and set a new distance milestone for zeroemission vehicles.
The versatility of Toyota’s fuel cell
technology, which the company developed in
the early 1990s, has enabled a wide range of
applications including in trucks, buses, boats,
and stationary generators. Research and
development are also in progress to utilize the
system for trains, as well as a moon rover called
‘Lunar Cruiser’ as part of a joint project with the
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)
announced in 2019.
The Toyota Mirai was on display at Japan
Pavilion as part of ADIPEC 2022 at Abu Dhabi
National Exhibition Centre from 31 October to
3 November.
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Embassy of Tajikistan celebrates ‘President’s Day’

E

mbassy of Tajikistan held a reception
on the occasion of the country’s
‘President’s Day’ during which the
Ambassador of Tajikistan, and Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps, Dr. Zubaydullah Zbidov
praised the bilateral cooperation between

Tajikistan and Kuwait. He also revealed that
his country's President, Emomali Rahman,
will visit Kuwait during the beginning of
2023, and that political consultations are
taking place to prepare for the President’s
upcoming visit.

Ambassador Zbidov explained that the
historic 16th session of the Supreme Council
of the Republic of Tajikistan witnessed
a total of 19 agreements between the
two brotherly countries, followed by the
discussion session of the joint Tajik-Kuwaiti
committee that was held in November at
Tajikistan’s capital, Dushanbe, and this will
be followed by another progressive session
at the end of 2023. He added that the first
ever direct flight between Kuwait and
Tajikistan will be launched on 10 December.
Noting that Tajikistan had faced
many ordeals during their civil war, the
ambassador said that it was only after the
country gained independence in 1991 that
peace and stability was finally restored. He
also expressed hope that the newly elected
President’s ideals in ensuring peace will
ensure the people of Tajikistan will continue
to live with harmony.
During the period of 30 years since
independence, President Emomali Rahman
has turned Tajikistan into a developed
and proactive country, while also gaining

acceptance in membership of more than
80 regional and international organizations
and global financial institutions, said the
ambassador. Tajikistan has acceded to
more than 350 international laws, such as
international conventions, charters and
resolutions, aimed at achieving global goals
such as social development, improvement
of economic situation, and environmental
protection.

In conclusion, he highlighted the
commendable actions undertaken by
the President, including adopting the
constitution and the peace agreement,
restoring the crippled power structure,
establishing the national army and the
border forces, are among the reasons for the
observance of President's Day as a solemn
tribute and honor to the beloved leader of
Tajikistan.

Badr Al Samaa Medical Centre
launches Diabetic Check-Up Package
at KD5 on World Diabetes Day

A

dopting a healthy lifestyle can help you
manage your diabetes, as diabetes is a
major cause of kidney failure, heart attacks,
stroke, and lower limb amputation.

Good health is something we all take for
granted. ‘Prevention is better than Cure’ while
keeping this in mind Badr Al Samaa Medical Centre
Kuwait launches its Diabetic Check-Up Package @5
KD on this WORLD DIABETES DAY 2022.
The package includes: FBS/RBS, PPBS, HBA1C
and free Doctor Consultation and an exclusive
25% discount for further lab investigation till
the end of November, while also providing FREE
BADR HEALTH CARD WITH 1 YEAR VALIDITY. This

offer is valid from 14th to 30th November.
This was announced at the press meet for
the Diabetic Check-Up Package launch that
was done by Mr. Ashraf Ayoor (Country Head)
and Mr. Abdul Razak (Branch Manager) on 13th
November at its Farwaniya Medical Centre
Premises.
Badr Al Samaa is committed to the subject
of ‘MORE THAN HEALTH CARE….HUMAN CARE’
for the people in Kuwait, started in March
2017.The Centre offers wide range of specialty
medical services such as Urology, Orthopaedics,
General Surgery, Pediatrics, ENT, Dentistry,
Obstetrics &amp; Gynaecology, Ophthalmology,
Dermatology & Cosmetology, General /
Internal Medicine, Family Medicine, Radiology,
Laboratory, Pharmacy and Call Centre.
The celebration was coordinated by Ms.
Sana (Branding & Media Marketing), Ms. Preema
(Marketing coordinator), Mr.Rahajan (Marketing
Executive), Ms. Sherin (Telemarketing & Social
Media), Mr. Qadir (Field Marketing), Mr. Refai
(Business Development Coordinator), Mr. Tasir
(Insurance Coordinator).

SME Fund to promote
businesses on Saji Island
N

ational Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprise Development is to soon begin
accepting registrations from SMEs for projects
on Saji Island, the southern artificial island being
created off the Jaber Causeway.

Disclosing this, Acting Director-General of
the Fund Adel Al-Hasawi said that the project is
expected to attract more than 400 enterprises
by SMEs. He was addressing the media, while
accompanying the First Deputy Prime Minister
and Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Khaled AlSabah, on an inspection visit to the site. Several
ministers, lawmakers, and officials accompanied
the minister, who also heads the cabinet

committee responsible for monitoring the
execution of developmental projects, on the
inspection tour.
Elaborating on the upcoming Saji Island
development project, Al-Hasawi explained that
the Fund is the body responsible for overseeing
the project, indicating that Al-Saji island is
divided into four areas of Al-Bandera, Al-Safar,
the Marina and the Service Area. Highlighting the
island’s versatile nature, he said that the Fund was
seeking to attract various types of enterprises as
the island will host food trucks, booths, exhibition
areas and a large viewing screen.
He pointed out that the Marina will also be
designating a water taxi to transport visitors
to and from Ras Al-Salmiya, as well as touristic
tours. Meanwhile, the Service Area will include
a parking lot, gas station and buses to ease
movement of visitors within the island.
Al-Hasawi clarified that the date of
registration for enterprises wishing to be part
of this project will be announced soon, and that
the application process will be done through
the Fund’s website.

Kuwait International Book
Fair, largest cultural event
I

naugurating the 45th Kuwait International
BookFair, Minister of Information and
Culture, State Minister for Youth Affairs and
Chairman of the National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters, Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi
stated that the fair is the largest cultural event
in Kuwait, with the participation of 29 countries
and the presence of 404 publishing houses and
117 participants.
Inauguration of the Fair was attended by
several members of the diplomatic corps and a
large number of Kuwaiti and Arab intellectuals.
The event, which runs from 17 November to
26 December, will feature various cultural
activities.
Speaking at the Italian pavilion, H.E. Carlo
Baldocci, the Italian Ambassador stated: “A
particularly significant exhibition of books

with more than 600 kg of material from 22
of the main regional publishing houses in
Italy and from important Italian museums are
being exhibited by Italy. As a result of Italy’s
commitment to the opening of the Italian
Pavilion, as the guest of honor.” For his part,
the Palestinian Ambassador H.E. Rami Tahboub
expressed delight to be a part of the event and
acknowledged the large participation of the
Arab and Local publishing houses.
Adding his voice to the positive sentiment on
the fair, President of Arab Publishers Association,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Egyptian Lebanese House and the Arab House
Bookshop in Cairo, Mohammad Rashad, stated
the keenness of Arab Publishers to participate in
the book fair and hoped that this would lead to
exchange of experiences and cultures.
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A Child Killer Meets Its Match
Keith Klugman
Professor of Bioethics at Princeton
University, is Founder of the charity
The Life You Can Save. His books
include Practical Ethics, The Life
You Can Save, One World Now, and
Ethics in the Real World.

L

ike many others, I spent much of the last
few years in isolation to avoid getting
sick. And now we are learning that
this widespread disappearing act produced
some unexpected side effects. In particular,
infections from once-common illnesses — such
as influenza and Respiratory Syncytial Virus
(RSV), which causes infections of the lungs and
respiratory tract — plummeted.
But now, as much of the world has returned
to its normal pre-pandemic rhythms, that brief
respite is over. RSV, a dangerous infection that
kills more than 100,000 young children each
year, has returned with a vengeance. Several
countries, including South Africa and Australia,
have recorded major RSV outbreaks, and
hospitals in the United States are filled with
babies who are struggling to breathe.
The alarming uptick in RSV cases bodes
ill for the winter months in the northern
hemisphere, especially with an expected bad
flu season. Yet while RSV can result in serious
illness, like pneumonia, for very young children
everywhere, it is rarely fatal in high-income
countries like the US. Over 97 percent of
deaths due to RSV occur in low- and middleincome countries — a glaring disparity that
has made the disease one of the leading killers
of newborns and young children in these
countries.
Fortunately, new technological developments on the horizon may soon mitigate the
threat posed by RSV. Promising advances in
maternal immunization — vaccinating preg-

Over 97 percent of deaths due to
RSV occur in low- and middle-income countries
— a glaring disparity that has made the
disease one of the leading killers of newborns
and young children in these countries.
nant women to confer lifesaving protection
on their babies — have the potential to save
thousands of lives each year, and an effective
RSV vaccine is finally in sight. Maternal immunization has been safely and effectively used for
decades to protect newborns from other infectious diseases, including whooping cough and
tetanus. If approved, this would be the first vaccine ever to protect children against RSV.
Although most RSV infections are mild, the
virus can be much more severe in the youngest

patients and can lead to pneumonia, which kills
more children than any other infectious disease.
Moreover, there are no drugs to treat RSV. For
severe cases, medical oxygen is administered
in a hospital to help babies breathe until the
infection clears. But that, of course, assumes
that they can get to a hospital with oxygen.
For infants in parts of lower-income countries
where hospital care or oxygen is out of reach,
this common childhood illness can quickly
become deadly. It is in these settings that an

RSV vaccine has the greatest potential to save
lives and spare families from crushing grief.
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has
supported efforts to advance the field of
maternal immunization for 15 years, funding
research and development for maternal
vaccines against influenza, whooping cough,
other newborn bloodstream infections, and
RSV and Group B Streptococcus (GBS). Our most
recent investment in maternal RSV vaccines is
focused on improving affordability and access
for lower-income countries. This is crucial
for giving infants in these countries the best
chance at life.
While the vaccine is still in development,
I am hopeful that, if it is successful and gains
regulatory approval, it will start to be rolled out
— through Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance — in lowand middle-income countries as early as 2024.
Quick and equitable access to this lifesaving
vaccine in countries where RSV remains a
major killer will have a real impact on reducing
childhood illness and death around the world.
Yes, a successful rollout also depends on
whether a vaccine is acceptable and taken up
by local communities. But as matters stand,
I am optimistic that it will be. Research has
shown that pregnant mothers are more likely to
receive a vaccine to protect their babies before
birth than they are to protect themselves.
Moreover, studies have found that if you can
protect against RSV in the first few months of
life, you can likely protect against other future
respiratory infections, including pneumonia.
RSV is not a new problem. Pediatricians and
many parents have long dreaded this illness,
and for good reason. But we are on the cusp of
finally developing and deploying the tools we
need to protect infants when and where they
are most vulnerable. We should all continue
working toward a future where children,
regardless of where they are born, can grow up
to live full, healthy lives, safe from the dangers
of RSV and childhood pneumonia. By ensuring
equal access to these life saving vaccines, we
can make that future a reality.
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Who pays for Climate Change?
Gernot Wagner
A climate economist at Columbia
Business School, is the author,
most recently, of Geoengineering:
The Gamble (Polity, 2021).

I

f there is one issue that has taken center
stage at this year’s United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP27), it is money.
Delegates, climate activists, and the rapidly
increasing number of private-sector attendees
are discussing who should pay for climate
change, and how.
The focus on money is past due. While the
annual climate talks are ultimately about cutting
greenhouse-gas pollution, the transition to a
net-zero economy requires massive financing,
as will adapting to a world of rising average
temperatures and sea levels, increasingly
frequent and severe extreme weather, and all
the other costly effects of burning fossil fuels.
Ever since COP15 in Copenhagen in 2009,
a key figure in this debate has been ‘$100
billion’. That is how much the world’s advanced
economies promised to provide to developing
countries every year by 2020. But it was never
clear whether this target referred only to public
money, or whether it could include a mix of
public and private flows. While most of the
Global South interpreted it as a commitment
of public funds, most of the Global North
preferred the broader definition. If one takes
the latter view, the rich world was already on
track to providing $97 billion in annual climate
finance flows back in 2011, according to a widely
cited study from the Climate Policy Initiative.
And yet, 13 years on from the 2009 pledge,
few would make the mistake of mixing public
and private funding, while everyone recognizes
that the global energy transition will require
not billions but trillions of dollars per year.
Ahead of the COP26 talks in Glasgow last
year, Mark Carney, the UN’s special envoy for
climate action and finance, concluded that at
least $100 trillion of external finance would be
“needed for the sustainable energy drive over
the next three decades if it is to be effective.”
And there is considerable convergence among
international bodies, consultancies, and banks
around this number. Massive amounts of private
spending will need to be directed away from
fossil-fuel investments and toward low-carbon

Rich, large polluting nations have a responsibility
to pony up direct aid on a much larger scale than
they are currently doing, including as aid to help
the poor weather climate change, and as funding to
help them cut their own pollution.
infrastructure, energy, and transportation.
But that does not let governments off the
hook. Public funds are the lever for rechanneling
private money at the necessary pace and
scale. The Inflation Reduction Act, Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, and CHIPS and Science Act
that the United States has recently enacted
are good examples of this lever in action. The
idea is that some $500 billion in government
investments will encourage many hundreds of
billions more in private flows. Yet while those
sums (and similar policies elsewhere) could
jump-start a global clean-energy race, all the
public investments and most of the private
ones will be spent domestically. That leaves the
Global South still wanting.
The global picture fits a similar pattern.
Since annual foreign direct investment
dwarfs development aid, much of the
money to cut carbon-dioxide, methane, and
other greenhouse-gas pollution will come
from private sources, regardless of what
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governments agree to do. Unlocking these
funds will require what climate negotiators call
“creative” solutions, which means, “We know
that much more money is needed, but we
cannot be the ones who provide it.”
Thus, John Kerry, the US climate envoy, came
to COP27 with a proposal to use carbon credits
to fill at least some of the financing gap. Under
this approach, rich countries and companies
would get some credit not just for cutting their
own pollution, but for paying others to do so.
The idea is not new. The US proposed a
similar system ahead of COP3 in Kyoto in 1997.
At the time, much of the rest of the world,
including the European Union, opposed the
plan. Yet, ironically, the EU now has the world’s
largest carbon market, while the US, aside
from California and a dozen northeastern
states, does not. To this day, it is still politically
impossible at the national level to make
polluters pay for their carbon pollution. That is
why President Joe Biden’s administration has
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focused instead on spending money to aid the
energy transition at home, and it is why Kerry
is proposing a voluntary carbon credit system.
Carbon credits, especially voluntary ones,
are no substitute for meaningful efforts by
companies and countries to cut their own
pollution. For one, carbon-credit systems
have plenty of problems of their own. While
California’s carbon market trades billions worth
of credits per year, it also has allowed some
$400 million in apparently fraudulent forest
offsets into its system. If California’s mandatory
market struggles this much with compliance,
just imagine the problems that would plague a
voluntary global system.
The US and other rich, large polluters still
have a responsibility to pony up direct aid on
a much larger scale than they are currently
doing. That goes both for unconditional aid to
help the poor weather climate change, and for
funding to help them cut their own pollution.
Germany and Austria deserve credit for leading
the charge with promises of €170 million ($175
million) and €50 million, respectively, in aid
for the most vulnerable countries. And a new
commitment from the US, the EU, and Germany
to invest $500 million in renewables in Egypt is
a good step (even though the gas thus freed
appears to be set for export to the EU). But
given that these sums all fall in the millions,
they still miss the mark by orders of magnitude.
There is clearly something to the idea of
hitching billions in much-needed aid flows to
private financial flows in the trillions. The first
order of business is for governments to help
guide trillions in private investments toward the
Global South. ‘Creative’ solutions should focus
on making loans and investments less risky for
private investors, with rich governments and
multilateral funds providing loan guarantees
and other assurances to help reduce sovereign
credit and other risks.
Carbon credits could similarly play a role in
helping scale up sorely needed investments,
provided that voluntary carbon credits are seen
only as a stepping stone to making polluters
pay to cut their own pollution. Ultimately,
building more momentum behind the global
clean-energy revolution is what really matters.
If allowing rich companies to boast of their
green credentials means that they will fund
more clean energy in the Global South, that is
not a bad thing. Often, the best way to ensure
that necessary work is done is not to care too
much about who takes the credit.
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Sleepless
and
L

ack of adequate sleep is harmful to
the mental and physical well-being
of people. Studies have shown that a
shortfall in sleeping hours can lead to, among
others, an increased risk of cardiovascular
disease, depression, diabetes, hypertension
and overall mortality. New research now
shows that inadequate sleep also decreases a
person’s willingness to help others.
Helping others is a fundamental
human attribute and forms the basis of
civilized society. Sleep deprivation, which
compromises this altruistic disposition,
has real-world consequences not only for
the person concerned but for society as a
whole. The new research by scientists at
the University of California, Berkeley in the
United States found that lack of sleep impairs
basic social conscience making us more
self-centered and selfish, and reduces the
inclination to help other people.
For their research, the scientists conducted
three separate tests that assessed the impact
of sleep loss on people’s willingness to
help others. In the first study, the scientists
placed 24 healthy volunteers in a functional
magnetic resonance imager (fMRI) to scan
their brains after eight hours of sleep and
after a night of no sleep. They found that
areas of the brain that are engaged when

Plastic with
metallic
properties
S

cientists have discovered a way to create
a material that can be made like a plastic,
but conducts electricity more like a metal. The
finding has huge potential and could lead to a
slew of discoveries, including in cutting -edge
medical diagnostic equipment, because to
invent something revolutionary, the process
often first starts with discovering a completely
new material.
The research by scientists at the University
of Chicago in the United States, shows how to
make a kind of material in which the molecular
fragments are jumbled and disordered, but
can still conduct electricity extremely well.
This goes against all of the rules we know so far
about conductivity.
In principle, this novel invention opens up
the design of a whole new class of materials that
conduct electricity, are easy to shape, and are
very robust in everyday conditions. It could lead
to the development of a group of materials that
are technologically important, even though
currently there is no solid theory to explain the
properties of the material the scientists created.
Explaining the significance of their discovery,
the researchers said: Conductive materials are
absolutely essential if you are making any kind
of electronic device, whether it is a pacemaker
for the heart or a smartphone, a solar panel,
or a television. By far the oldest and largest
group of conductors is the metals: copper, gold,
aluminum. Then, about 50 years ago, scientists
were able to create conductors made out of
organic materials, using a chemical treatment

selfish

people empathize with others or try to
understand other people’s wants and needs,
were less active after a sleepless night.
When people think about others to try and
understand what the other person’s needs
are, the neural network in this particular
area of the brain becomes active, and this
allows one to comprehend what the other
person’s needs are: What are they thinking
about? Are they in pain? Do they need help?
The scientists found that this particular brain
network was significantly impaired when
individuals were sleep deprived.
In a second study, the scientists tracked
more than 100 people online over three or
four nights. During this time, the researchers
measured the quality of their sleep — how
long they slept, how many times they woke
up — and then assessed their desire to help
others, such as holding an elevator door open
for someone else, volunteering or helping an
injured stranger on the street.
The researchers found that a decrease
in the quality of someone’s sleep from one
night to the next predicted a significant
decrease in the desire to help other people

known as ‘doping’, which sprinkles in different
atoms or electrons through the material.
Doping is advantageous because these
materials are more flexible and easier to process
than traditional metals, but the trouble is
they are not very stable; they can lose their
conductivity if exposed to moisture or if the
temperature gets too high.
But fundamentally, both of these organic and
traditional metallic conductors share a common
characteristic. They are made up of straight,
closely packed rows of atoms or molecules
that allow electrons to easily flow through the
material.
The process employed by the scientists
involved stringing nickel atoms like pearls into
a string of molecular beads made of carbon
and sulfur. On testing, the scientist found that
the material easily and strongly conducted
electricity, and moreover, it was very stable. The
research team heated the material, chilled it,
exposed it to air and humidity, and even dripped
acid and base on it, and nothing happened.
Stability of material is enormously helpful for
devices that have to function in the real world.
However, the most striking feature of the
material was that its molecular structure was
disordered, with currently no solid theory to
explain this phenomenon. After rigorous tests,
simulations, and theoretical work, the scientists
surmised that the material forms layers, like
sheets in a lasagna. Even if the sheets rotate
sideways, no longer forming a neat lasagna
stack, electrons can still move horizontally or
vertically — as long as the pieces touch.
The scientists are excited because the
discovery suggests a fundamentally new design
principle for electronics technology. Conductors
are important in electronics as virtually any
new development opens up new lines for
technology. One of the material’s attractive
characteristics is new options for processing. For
example, metals usually have to be melted in
order to be made into the right shape for a chip
or device, which limits what you can make with
them, since other components of the device
have to be able to withstand the heat needed to
process these materials.
The new material has no such restriction
because it can be made at room temperatures.
It can also be used where the need for a device
or pieces of the device to withstand heat, acid
or alkalinity, or humidity has previously limited
engineers’ options to develop new technology.
The team is also exploring the different forms
and functions the material might make. “We
think we can make it 2-D or 3-D, make it porous,
or even introduce other functions by adding
different linkers or nodes,” said the scientists.

from one subsequent day to the next. Those
with poor sleep the night prior were the ones
that reported being less willing and keen to
help others the following day.
The third part of the study involved
mining a database of three million charitable
donations in the United States between 2001
and 2016 to find out whether Daylight Saving
Time (DST), when residents of most states in
the US ‘spring forward’ and lose one hour of
their day, led to any change in behavior with
regard to giving charity, and the significance
that this loss of an hour of sleep had on the
donors. They found a 10 percent drop in
donations among people in states that used
DST, however, this same dent in charity was
not seen in regions of the country that did
not change to DST, or when states returned
to standard time in the fall.
The third study shows quite clearly that
even a modest ‘dose’ of sleep deprivation
— in this case just the loss of one hour of
sleep opportunity — has a very measurable
and real impact on people’s generosity and,
therefore, how we function as a connected
society through our innate human kindness
and our motivation to help others.
Over the past 20 years, researchers have
discovered a very intimate link between our

sleep health and our mental health. In nearly
all major psychiatric conditions, the patient’s
sleep pattern was observed to be less than
normal. Earlier studies have also shown that
sleep deprivation increased the feelings
of loneliness, induced people to socially
withdraw and become more socially isolated.
Moreover, when those sleep-deprived
individuals interact with others, they spread
their loneliness to them, almost like a virus.
In their report, the scientists asserted that
the lack of sleep tended to make people less
empathetic, less generous, more socially
withdrawn, and that it appeared to be
infectious in that it led to a contagion of
loneliness among people associated with the
sleep deprived person. The new finding also
offers a novel approach to improving these
specific aspects of our society. Promoting
sleep could help shape the social bonds we
all experience every day.
In developed countries, more than half of
all people report getting insufficient sleep
during the work week. Perhaps it is time to
abandon the idea that sleep is unnecessary
or a waste of time and start getting the sleep
that we need. It will probably be the best
form of kindness we can offer ourselves, as
well as the people around us.

