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In what could be nothing more 
than a coincidence, the statement 
by Minister of Information and 

Minister of Endowments and Islamic 
Affairs, Abdul Rahman Al-Mutairi, 
on the government’s draft media 
regulatory law, came just days ahead 
of the International Day for Universal 
Access to Information, celebrated 
annually on 28 September.

In his address last week to media 
stakeholders, including editor-in-chiefs 
of leading newspapers, journalists, 
and other printing and publishing 
personnel, Minister Al-Mutairi sought 
to explain and defend the new media 
regulatory environment. He noted 

that the draft regulations had gone 
through two previous phases during 
which challenges facing the media 
field were examined, and comments 
from official entities related to the law 
were collected. The current meeting, 
he said, was the third phase and 
intended to hear directly from the 
media industry stakeholders. 

Minister Al-Mutairi emphasized, 
“We will consider every idea presented 
until we achieve a media system 
befitting Kuwait.” Pointing out that the 
new media strategy reflects the belief 
of His Highness the Amir that the media 
belongs to the people, the minister 
added, “this law is a partnership 
between specialists and the public, 
with the primary players in the media 
field being the active contributors”.

Remarkably, in the same week 
that the new regulations were being 
elucidated by the minister, the 
International Federation of Journalists 

(IFJ) issued a statement calling for more 
journalistic freedoms. In its statement 
on the International Day for Universal 
Access to Information, the IFJ called on 

governments across the world to stop 
hindering journalists from fulfilling 
their professional duties and commit 
to guaranteeing universal access to 
information.

The statement noted that universal 
access to information is an integral part 
of an individual’s right to freedom of 
expression, as it allows citizens to know 
what data has been created and stored, 
in their name and at their cost. Access 
to information also contributes to the 
public debate, enhances transparency, 
and holds governments accountable 
for their actions, or lack thereof. It also 
enables citizens to make informed 
decisions, and helps legislators and civil 
society organizations to perform their 
role as watchdogs more effectively.
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Kuwait proudly reflects on 
accomplishments of His Highness

As Kuwait celebrates the third anniversary 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah assuming 

office as the Amir of Kuwait in 2020, we reflect 
on his achievements in a life dedicated to the 
service of the nation.

On 29 September, 2020 His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf who was then the Crown Prince took his 
constitutional oath before a special session of 
the National Assembly as the 16th Amir of the 
State of Kuwait. In his oath, taken in accordance 
with Article 60 of the Constitution, His Highness 
emphasized his commitment to upholding the 
Constitution, defending freedoms, upholding  
citizens interests, and safeguarding the nation’s 
independence and territorial integrity.

Upon his ascension as Amir of Kuwait, His 
Highness pledged to follow the footsteps of 
his predecessor the late Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, by maintaining 
national unity, protecting stability and security, 
and economic prosperity. He also committed 
to completing the Kuwaiti mediation process 
of uniting the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
member countries and strengthening pan-GCC 
dialogue at the 41st GCC Summit, hosted by 
Saudi Arabia in 2021. 

Over the past three years, under the guidance 
and leadership of His Highness the Amir, the 
country has successfully weathered various 

crises, including the global pandemic, and 
emerged to set out on a revived path of growth 
and development.

The reign of His Highness the Amir has been 
underscored by a focus on economic and social 
development and responsible governance. 

During this time, His Highness drew upon his 
extensive political experience in both domestic 

and international matters, and under divine 
blessing and guidance deftly steered the nation 
through global, regional and local turmoil. His 
leadership skills and strategic insight in driving 
the country forward earned him the unwavering 
support and gratitude from citizens and 
residents alike.

Building upon the foundations laid by 
his predecessors, the three-year reign of His 
Highness has been marked by remarkable 
progress in various domains. New initiatives 
were initiated, leveraging current data to shape 
a prosperous future aligned with contemporary 
advancements, solidifying Kuwait’s regional and 
global standing. His Highness also prioritized 
local issues, showing keen interest in details 
pertaining to the nation and its citizens.

Economically, he actively engaged with 
relevant authorities to stimulate various 
economic sectors, enhance productivity, create 
a competitive investment and business climate, 
increase job opportunities for national cadre, 
and bolster the industrial and food sectors.

His Highness also prioritized the development 
of youth and directed efforts to nurture them 
by providing them with opportunities in  top-
tier education and instilling authentic Kuwaiti 
values. He recognized the youth as the nation’s 
future and true wealth. On the media front, His 
Highness emphasized the crucial role of media 
institutions in expressing the nation’s concerns 
and issues. He also honored citizens for their 
achievements and initiatives, encouraging 
further excellence and contributions towards 
the nation’s development and prosperity. 

His Highness consistently emphasized 
national unity, highlighting the Constitution, 
the rule of law, and adherence to established 
national values. He underlined the strength of 
Kuwait’s national unity in facing challenges and 
crises. His commitment to democratic principles 
was evident in his speeches, emphasizing 
respect for the constitution, rule of law, and 
rationalized parliamentary practices. He called 
upon citizens to prioritize Kuwait’s interests and 
loyalty above all.

Kuwait’s efforts in Gulf-Arab reconciliation, 
initiated by the late Amir and intensified by His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad, culminated 
in the signing of the Al-Ula Agreement. This 
accomplishment was a realization of Kuwait’s 
long-standing aspiration and highlighted 
the influential role of Kuwait in the region. 
Continuing Kuwait’s approach to relations with 
Arab nations, His Highness coordinated with 
Arab leaders and advocated for constructive 
cooperation to address challenges facing 
the Arab world, particularly focusing on the 
Palestinian issue.

In Kuwait’s global relations, His Highness 
adhered to established principles of respecting 
sovereignty, not interfering in internal affairs, 
upholding international legitimacy, and 
promoting peaceful dispute resolution through 
dialogue.

His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad actively 
promoted virtues and values, emphasizing 
the unity and solidarity of all Kuwaitis as the 
foundation of the nation’s strength and progress.

Born on 25 June, 1937, His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad was the sixth son of the late 
Amir Sheikh Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, a role 
model for him and the rulers who succeeded 
him. Known since his early years as a hard 
working personality, His Highness the Amir’s 
early achievements and diligence to work 
enabled him to succeed in every position he 
served in his official and political career.

His Highness the Amir started his political 
journey as the governor of Hawally district in 
February 1961, and held that post for the next 16 
years until March 1978, when he was appointed 
as the Minister of Interior. Following ten years 
of illustrious achievements in the Ministry of 
Interior, in 1988 he was appointed as the Minister 
of Defense. After Kuwait’s liberation from Iraq, 
His Highness the Amir was appointed in the new 
government as the Minister of Social Affairs in 
April 1991 and served in the post until October 
1992. In October 1994, His Highness the Amir 
served as Deputy Chief of the National Guard 
until July 2003. 

During his service in the National Guard, he 
contributed to further training and preparing 
the National Guard to maintain Kuwait’s peace 
and stability. Following his return to the post of 
Minister of Interior in 2003, an Amiri decree was 
issued appointing him as First Deputy Prime 
Minister. He held this post until 2006, when he 
was named the Crown Prince of Kuwait.

Throughout his political and professional 
career, His Highness maintained close 
interactions with citizens, engaging with them 
on various occasions and understanding their 
needs. The three-year reign of His Highness the 
Amir has been focused on local development, 
promoting regional unity, and enhancing 
Kuwait’s role in the international arena, all the 
while working to fulfill the aspirations of citizens. 
The nation beseeches divine blessing for the 
continued good health and wellbeing of His 
Highness the Amir, and looks forward to further 
progress and prosperity under his sagacious 
leadership.

The three-year reign of His Highness the Amir reflects a focus on development, unity, and responsible governance

Over the past three years, 
under the guidance and 

leadership of His Highness 
the Amir, the country has 

successfully weathered 
various crises, including 
the global pandemic, and 
emerged to set out on a 

revived path of growth and 
development.
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“Regardless of my attempts to articulate 
my emotions and experiences today, 
both at an official and popular 

level, my words will be brief in capturing what I 
encountered. This only scratches the surface of 
what we witness, touch, and live amongst the 
Kuwaiti people,” remarked Ambassador of Saudi 
Arabia, H.E. Sultan bin Saad, while speaking 
during celebrations held at the Sheikh Jaber 
Al-Ahmad Cultural Center, to mark the 93rd 
National Day of the Kingdom.

Responding to inquiries about the extensive 
high-level government and public attendance, 
Ambassador Bin Saad stated:  “Our emotions 
are beyond description. Kuwait celebrated this 
event even more enthusiastically than we did 
in the Kingdom. This speaks volumes about the 
stature of the Kingdom, its leadership, and its 
people across all spectrums of Kuwaiti society.”

He further conveyed, “A thousand thanks 
to all who partook in our ceremony today. This 
is a momentous day for us in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia and the entire region, as it 
altered the course of history. We have been on 
this journey for 93 years, and God willing, we 
eagerly anticipate 200, 300, 400, and 500 years, 
heralding the unification of Saudi Arabia, not 
merely its establishment.”

Elaborating on his initial comments, the 
ambassador added,, “Saudi Arabia has now 
become a global focal point of discussion 
and aspiration. Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman recently mentioned in an interview with 
a foreign channel that we have surpassed Vision 
2030 and are advancing towards Vision 2040.

“The foundational work initiated with the 
establishment of the Kingdom by the founder, 
King Abdulaziz Al Saud,has been built upon  by 
his sons and current leaders, and propelled us 
into the future. We are now talking about Vision 
2040 and later, Vision 2050. Vision 2030 has 
already become a reality.”

He emphasized, “The entire world has 
unquestionably acknowledged the Kingdom’s 
status and influence. It is set to lead the region 
into the ranks of major nations.”

Addressing the bilateral relations between 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, Prince Sultan bin Saad 
affirmed, “To say the least, this relationship is 
not just excellent, but historic. No matter how 
much one talks, describes, or summarizes this 

relationship, it is deeply rooted in history and 
events have borne witness to it.

“The leadership of both nations has 
confirmed this, as well as the interdependence 
of our peoples. I cannot adequately describe, 
encapsulate, or expound upon the relationship 
between Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. No matter 
what I say, it falls short.”

Regarding the possibility of future 
meetings, the Saudi ambassador clarified, 
“Meetings are ongoing, and communication 
persists between the leaders and officials 
of both countries. The collaborative efforts 
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait have transcended any specific matters; 
coordination is at the highest levels.”

Reflecting on recent reconciliations in the 
region between certain Gulf states and Iran and 

whether they are threatened by border disputes, 
Ambassador Bin Saad stated, “The Kingdom has 
restored relations to their normal course, with a 
clear objective of progress and advancing the 
region towards its renaissance and fostering 
stability in general. We await evidence of good 
faith from the other side as we move forward for 
the collective good of the region.”

In response to a question about a potential 
Saudi-Iranian-Turkish summit, the Saudi 
ambassador commented, “Anything is possible.”

Addressing the Kingdom’s vision for 
Sudanese-Sudanese reconciliation and 
the future of relations with the Houthis, 
Ambassador Bin Saad asserted, “This reaffirms 
that all countries around the world trust the 
Saudi leadership, its policy, and its intentions.

“The Kingdom is a center of trust for all, 
consistently championing peace and extending 
a helping hand. This is the Kingdom’s policy, 
rooted in its influence and the wisdom of its 
leaders as it forges ahead in this field.”

In response to recent remarks by the Saudi 
Crown Prince about progress in normalization 
with Israel, and whether this normalization is 
inevitable and beneficial for the region and 
the Palestinian cause, the Saudi ambassador 
affirmed, “The Crown Prince was explicit in his 
stance on this issue during the interview. His 
position was clear and straightforward.”

In a statement during the ceremony, Speaker 
of the National Assembly Ahmed Al-Saadoun 
remarked, “Celebrating this occasion instills 
hope in us that we will witness the Arab nation 
reclaiming its rightful position, under the 

leadership of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Saudi Arabia is the only country capable of 
leading not only the region but the world.”

In the spirit of congratulations, MP Hassan 
Johar extended his best wishes to the sister 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, emphasizing 
the Kingdom’s remarkable strides and 
achievements that delight Gulf Arabs, 
expressing hope for continued success and 
brilliance, and envisioning this vital region of 
the world becoming international beacons 
while maintaining its splendor and strategic 
importance.

The Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman, 
H.E. Saleh Al-Kharusi, conveyed his warmest 
congratulations and wishes for continued 
progress and development to the Kingdom, 

highlighting the strong and stable relations 
binding their countries and wishing the 
Kingdom further progress, prosperity, and 
safety.

The Yemeni Ambassador, H.E. Ali Mansour 
bin Safa, praised the Kingdom’s instrumental 
role in addressing and closely monitoring 
issues related to Yemen and expressed deep 
appreciation for the Kingdom’s support and aid. 
He acknowledged the Kingdom as a safe haven 
for all Yemenis and commended the Kingdom’s 
efforts in laying the first building blocks for 
regional security.

The Iraqi Ambassador, H.E. Al-Manhal Al-Safi, 
conveyed his pleasure at participating in the 
Saudi National Day and wished Saudi Arabia 
continued elevation and prosperity under the 
wise leadership, emphasizing the increasing 
coordination and prosperity in economic, 
tourism, and political spheres between Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia.

The Palestinian Ambassador, H.E. Rami 
Tahboub, extended heartfelt congratulations 
and blessings to the Kingdom, lauding its 
enduring support for Arab causes, particularly 
the Palestinian issue, and expressing confidence 
in the Saudi leadership. He wished the best 
for the Kingdom and its people, envisioning 
its ascendance among the world’s leading 
economies.

The Bahraini Charge d’Affaires, Salah Al-
Maliki, extended congratulations and blessings, 
valuing the strong, historical ties between 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. He wished Saudi 
Arabia progress, prosperity, security, and safety.

Egyptian Ambassador H.E. Osama Shaltut 
conveyed warm congratulations to the Saudi 
leadership and people, emphasizing the 
vital role of Saudi Arabia and its continuous 
development under the wise leadership.

Lebanese Chargé d’Affaires Ahmed Arafa 
also congratulated Saudi Arabia, underlining 
the deep historical ties and common history 
between Lebanon and Saudi Arabia, expressing 
wishes for progress and prosperity.

The ceremony was enhanced by a lively 
display of Saudi Ardha, with the Saudi 
Ambassador ensuring that Arab and foreign 
ambassadors and diplomats participated in the 
traditional dance, highlighting the camaraderie 
and cultural richness of the occasion

Saudi Arabia, a growing global power
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By Ambassador von Reibnitz
Ambassador of German

On the occasion of the German National 
Day, I am extending warmest greetings to 
the German community in Kuwait, to the 

Kuwaiti leadership and government and indeed 
all people of Kuwait, who so graciously extend 
their generous hospitality to us.

The Day of German Unity has become our 
National Day as the single most important event 
in our recent history that has shaped modern 
Germany like no other: After decades of painful 
separation, East and West were finally, and 
peacefully, reunited under one banner. 

The events leading up to it began in 1989, 
when the citizens of East Germany, particularly 
in the cities of Leipzig, Dresden and Berlin, were 
beginning to demand more 
freedom and democracy, and 
started weekly peaceful rallies to 
protest against the old regime. 

“Monday rallies” (as they were 
called) spread like wildfire and 
sent an incendiary message to 
all parts of the country. Soon 
after, these events culminated 
in a peaceful revolution that saw 
the foundations of the old East 
German state crumble in a matter 
of months. 

Political negotiations followed 
and resulted in the re-unification 
of East and West Germany on 3 October, 1990 
— ending a dark chapter of post-war history, 
without a single shot fired. The miracle of peaceful 
reunification became possible since it was 
supported by our Eastern-European neighbors 
and by Germany`s Western allies. We remain 
grateful for this to the present day. 

Moreover, October 3rd also stands for a new 
era in our international relations: Conscious of the 
responsibility to bring our political weight to bear 
in international fora, the new Germany has raised 
her voice to mitigate conflicts, to fight injustice 
and to stand up for the rule of law, to promote 
equality, human rights and closer cooperation 
worldwide. 

We will not stand idly by in the face of open 
aggression: That is why we stand firm in the 
defense of Ukraine’s sovereignty against an 
unprovoked military aggression; and we also 
stood side-by-side with Kuwait in the dark hours 
of 1990, when faced with an invasion.

It is something of an irony of fate that when 
Germany finally rejoiced at her reunification, 
Kuwait´s very existence was hanging by a 
thread. Both our countries have overcome their 
dark hours with the help of others — these 
historical insights are one of the sources from 
which our belief in solidarity and humanitarian 
assistance flows. 

Today, Germany and Kuwait both have an 
uplifting new story to tell: Our friendship has 
stood the test of time; our understanding for each 

other has grown. Germany was quick to recognize 
Kuwait after its independence and we formalized 
diplomatic relations soon after in 1964. Ever since 
that time our relations have been going from 
strength to strength.

Trade is in our two nations´ DNA. First 
commercial links had been established long 
before Kuwait’s independence, especially in the 
automotive sector. The first Porsche car had been 
delivered to Kuwait in 1954, and the legendary 
911 followed ten years later. Today, Germany is 
still Europe’s largest provider of quality consumer 
goods to Kuwait; while Kuwait is a major investor 
in Germany.

In international fora, Germany and Kuwait 
have cooperated on a number of pressing 
issues, including on Syria and Yemen and as 
non-permanent members of the United Nations 

Security Council in 2019. Kuwait, 
with its democratic traditions, has 
become a valued international 
partner in our quest for global 
answers to new challenges.

And what about our citizens? I 
had the privilege to witness first-
hand that, for many Kuwaitis, 
Germany has become a second 
home of choice, at least during 
summer, and they are valued 
members of German communities 
there.

Against this backdrop, it is 
highly appropriate that both 

our countries are now seeking to lift relations 
to the next level: I am happy to note that in 
May 2024 Germany and Kuwait will be jointly 
commemorating 60 years of diplomatic relations, 
and we can proudly say: Our understanding has 
matured and reached strategic depths.

We are now working to forge an even more 
strategic partnership for the future. Faced with 
common international challenges — from 
climate change and energy security to the fight 
against poverty and for the rule of law — there 
is a mutual appreciation for level-headed policy-
making, worldwide humanitarian commitment 
and a principled approach to matters of peace 
and security. 

On the heels of these developments, we aim to 
reconnect in particular the young generations of 
our countries. It is here where I see a big potential 
for cooperation in the coming years.

So as we celebrate 60 years of diplomatic 
relations we can be assured that our roots are 
deep and our friendship enduring. I look forward 
to jointly commemorating our anniversary while 
opening new chapters for cooperation between 
our two peoples. 

I cannot close without personally extending my 
heartfelt gratitude to His Highness the Amir, His 
Highness the Crown Prince as well as the Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs for their steady and generous support for 
our work. I look forward to our close ties being 
further strengthened in the years to come.

LOCAL

Inaugurating the new Italian Visa Application 
Center in Kuwait, Ambassador of Italy 

H.E Carlo Baldocci emphasized the concept 
of facilitation is geared towards easing 
procedures for Kuwaitis and not raising prices.

He noted that the new Italy Visa Application 
Center is in a larger building for the convenience 
of visitors and has a hall decorated with exhibits 
depicting Italian culture, history, language, 
and tradition. The center is also equipped 
with facilities to improve the visa application 
experience, including a photo booth, SMS 
service, and other services that applicants 
can choose when scheduling appointments 
online.

On a different note, Ambassador Baldocci 
confirmed that Kuwait will receive 3 or 4 

Eurofighter planes in the second half of 
October. He also revealed that Maria Terribodi, 

a representative of the Italian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, will visit Kuwait next week 

for political consultation and discussions on 
cooperation in various fields.

While praising the strong relationship 
between Kuwait and Italy and the increasing 
number of Kuwaiti tourists visiting Italy, the 
ambassador noted that this year alone, over 
80,000 Kuwaiti tourists visited Italy, of these 
more than 25,000 obtained visas during the 
summer period from the consulate department 
at the embassy, demonstrating the strength of 
the bilateral relationship.

The Italian envoy encouraged Kuwaiti 
students to consider studying in Italy, citing the 
quality and reputation of Italian universities. 
According to the ambassador, there are over 
250 Kuwaiti students currently studying in 
Italy, with room for more.

Italian Embassy opens new visa application center

Message on the occasion
of the German Unity Day

 Thought
  for the         e

week
– William Faulkner
 Nobel Prize in Literature 1949

Never be afraid to
raise your voice for
honesty and truth
and compassion.

The arrival of the SSF Ania at Shuwaikh 
Port last week is expected to further 

boost trade between Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates, by facilitating and improving 
transport connectivity between the two 
countries.

The SSF Ania, owned by UAE-based 
Safeen Group, which is part of the mega AD 
Ports Group, offers Roll-on/Roll-off service 
that enables trucks and trailers to drive on 
to the ship from one port and drive-off at 
the destination port, resulting in a more 
efficient, cost-effective and faster transport 
connectivity.

The new Ro-Ro service eliminates the need 
for long-haul road journeys, reducing risks 
associated with road travel, and cutting down 
on carbon emissions. Truck drivers will receive 
accommodation on board, allowing them to 
focus solely on the first and last mile of delivery, 
enhancing their safety and well-being.

Committed to optimizing logistics 
efficiency, Safeen Group’s new Ro-Ro service 
will directly connect the UAE and Kuwait, 
eliminating the need for transit through 
additional borders. This results in a substantial 

reduction in transit time, enabling swift and 
efficient operations.

The SSF Ania, can be tailored to meet the 
specific needs of customers. It will employ 
a combination of trucks and trailers, as 
well as trailers-only transport, for cargo 
transportation between the UAE and Kuwait 
with a load capacity of 160 trucks plus 46 cars 
and a lane capacity of 2,062 meters. In addition 
to its unique design for Ro-Ro service, the SSF 
Ania boasts a capacity to carry various other 
Ro-Ro cargo, including cars, project cargo, as 
well as high and heavy equipment.

Additionally, while road transport allows 
a maximum of 25 tonnes on a trailer, the 
SSF Ania can accommodate up to 50 tonnes 
per trailer. This substantial increase in cargo 
capacity not only saves time but also reduces 
the number of trailers required, contributing 
to sustainability goals.

Captain Ammar Al Shaiba, CEO of 
Maritime Cluster, AD Ports Group said: “We 
are delighted to announce SAFEEN Group’s 
launch of the SSF Ania to Shuwaikh Port, 
which signals a dynamic shift in sustainable 
and efficient logistics services. 

Ro-Ro shipping service to further
facilitate Kuwait -UAE trade
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IDP celebration affirms Kuwait’s commitment to peace 

Each year the International Day of Peace 
(IDP) is observed around the world on 
21 September to raise awareness on the 

need for global peace and strengthen the ideals 
of peace and coexistence. The theme for this 
year’s IDP is ‘Actions for Peace: Our Ambition for 
the #GlobalGoals’.

The 2023 theme for IDP is a call to action 
that recognizes our individual and collective 
responsibility to foster peace, because, among 
others, it contributes to the realization of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that help 
create a culture of peace for all. In his comments 
ahead of IDP this year, UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterras said, “Peace is needed today 
more than ever. War and conflict are unleashing 
devastation, poverty, and hunger, and driving 

tens of millions of people from their homes.
Speaking during celebrations organized by 

the Women’s Development and Peace Institute 
to commemorate IDP, former foreign minister 
Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Al-Nasser reiterated Kuwait’s 
commitment to peace and humanitarian work. He 
also affirmed that Kuwait has been and remains 
at the forefront of peace-loving countries in the 
world and that its charitable hands have reached 
all corners of the globe. 

The Women’s Development and Peace 
Institute held the event under the theme 
‘Working for peace, our ambition for 
achieving global goals’. A highlight of the 
celebration was an exhibition titled, ‘The Pen 
of Peace’, showcasing a collection of paintings 
by Kuwaiti visual artists that expressed the 

importance of peace and the growing need 
for it in the world today.

During the event, participants emphasized 
that peace is not exclusively linked to politics and 
diplomacy alone. For the attainment of peace, 
there must be teamwork, cooperation, unity, 
and equality among individuals, groups, and 
countries. The speakers called for the utilization 
of media and modern technological means for 
confronting ideological extremism, emphasizing 
that peace is an ethical and moral imperative.

In his address to the gathering, Ambassador of 
the Vatican, H.E. Eugene Nugent, said that peace 
is not just restricted to the realm of politics and 
diplomacy, but also intertwined with culture, 
morals, and conscience. He stated that achieving 
peace involved bringing together various groups 

of people from different races, religions, and 
positions, and cooperating as individuals, groups, 
and countries in political, social, and economic 
life to include everyone.

The event was attended by officials, including 
Dr. Makfoula Akkatt, advisor to the Prime Minister 
of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Dr. Intisar 
Sagheeroun, an expert at the Arabic Manuscripts 
Institute in Cairo, and former Minister of 
Education and Scientific Research in the Republic 
of Sudan. Also, Father Bishoy Bejoul, the sponsor 
of the Coptic Orthodox Church in Kuwait.

The participants in the event expressed their 
hope for peace to spread throughout the world 
and called for efforts to fight inequality, climate 
change, and enhance and protect human rights 
in building a sustainable and peaceful world.

Rotana hosts exclusive 
roadshow in Kuwait
Rotana, one of the leading hotel management companies in the region 

with over 100 properties in the Middle East, Africa, Eastern Europe and 
Türkiye, hosted an exclusive roadshow in Kuwait recently. The event showcased 
Rotana’s commitment to strengthening partnerships with Travel Agencies in 
the Kuwaiti market.

With an impressive turnout of 75 attendees representing some of the most 
prominent Travel Agencies in Kuwait, the evening was a resounding success. 
Rotana’s team demonstrated its dedication to nurturing these essential 
relationships. The event featured a speech and presentation by Mohammed Ali 
Mahfouz, Area Director of Sales – Global Sales Office, highlighting the group’s 
outstanding portfolio of properties, unrivaled services, and exceptional guest 
experiences. Attendees gained valuable insights into the world of Rotana and 
the unique offerings that set the group apart in the hospitality industry.

As a token of appreciation for the attendees’ continued support, a raffle 
draw was conducted, giving away 30 vouchers for complimentary stays at 
various Rotana properties and 2 airline tickets.

The roadshow concluded with an exquisite dinner, allowing attendees 
to network and forge stronger connections with the Rotana team and 
fellow industry professionals. This event reaffirms Rotana’s commitment 
to strengthen existing partnerships and forge new ones within the vibrant 
Kuwaiti travel market.

MoE restricts schools from 
communicating with diplomatic missions

Ministry of Education (MoE) has issued a circular regarding the protocol 
for communication with accredited diplomatic missions in the country. 

The Acting Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education, Osama Al-
Sultan, emphasized that all such communication must be conducted only 
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The circular instructed all schools to refrain from directly addressing 
accredited diplomatic missions in Kuwait, or responding to communications 
received from these missions, without the knowledge and approval of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Al-Sultan emphasized that all relevant parties should be informed of this 
new protocol and must act accordingly. The circular noted this was intended 
to streamline communication protocols between the Kuwaiti government 
and accredited diplomatic missions. By ensuring that all communication is 
routed through Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the government aims to create a 
more efficient and secure channel for communication and dialogue.
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The eighth iteration of the annual Dinkar Hindi 
Awards organized by Maurya Kala Parisar 

(MKP), which was held on 22 September at the 
Indian School of Excellence in Salmiya, witnessed 
over a hundred students from15 Indian Schools. 
competing for the 12 prestigious prizes accorded 
during the event.

Managing Editor of The Times Kuwait, Reaven 
D’Souza, who was the chief guest on the occasion 
stated that Hindi language is an important 
medium to learn about a large part of Indian 
culture and heritage. For his part. Principal of 
New Gulf Indian School, Anoop Kumar praised the 
efforts of MKP to recognize and honor academic 
excellence in Hindi among students from Indian 
schools in Kuwait. 

Traditional top rivals in the competition over 
the years, ICSK Amman, FAIPS and ICSK Khaitan 
swept the prizes as usual, but Indian English 
Academy (Don Bosco), SIMS, New Gulf Indian 
School joined the top teams in sharing the prizes 
this year. 

The winners this year were felicitated by MKP, 
an association of people from Indian States of Bihar 
and Jharkhand, which holds multiple events open 
to all Indian community members in Kuwait. The 
winners in the various categories were:
Competition 1: Hindi Debate: 1st Prize: Jatan 
Shah (FAIPS) 2nd Prize: Nakul Agal (Indian English 
Academy Salmiya, 3rd Prize:  Safa Phyroso ICSK 
Khaitan

Competition 2: Original poetry in Hindi: 1st Prize 
Ishan (ICSK Khaitan) 2nd Prize: Rashi Pandya (ICSK 
Amman)  3rd Prize: Bhavya Patel ( FAIPS)
Competition 3: Recitation of Hindi Poets or Poems 
from 21st Century: 
1st Prize: Zainah Khan (ICSK Amman) 2nd Prize: 
Atharva Chandrakar (FAIPS) 3rd Prize: Serish Khan 
(ICSK Amman)
Outstanding Recitation Performances from 
Class VI: Fadil Shaikh (ICSK Amman),   Ekam 
Chadda (SIMS), Lekshana Ravishankar ( New Gulf 
Indian School)
Hindi Achievers: Kamalani Ramesh (FAIPS),   
Alqama Sadar Aziz (Integrated Indian School), 
Anamika Karthik (ICSK Amman), Muneeba Abdul 
Rehman Chanekar (Kuwait Indian School), Nesrin 
Niyas (ICSK Senior), Anfal Bernadette (Indian Public 

School), Aaliya Rehan Mukadam (Indian Central 
School), Keerath Kaur Sethi (Carmel), Muffaddal 
Emadduddin Bohara (SIMS), Silvan Miracle (Indian 
Learner’s Own Academy), Anam Anwar Kazi (ICSK 

Khaitan), Mohammad Saad (Don Bosco).
In addition 30 teachers were appreciated 

for their effort in preparing the students for the 
competition.

The poetry competitions were judged by 
prominent poets from Writers Forum in Kuwait 
and Debate was judged by Management Experts 
and Journalists. Judges were: Ramesh Kumar, 
Arun Shukla, Navniit Gandhi, Nazneen Ali, Radhika 
Guleri, Anupama Chaturvedi, Aamir Diwan, Sujata 
Kashyap

Ekta and Princy hosted the event. While 
Abhay Kashyap welcomed the guests and Nitin 
Prabhakar gave the vote of thanks. Bushra Ansari, 
Vivek Kumar, Mohd Mahtabuzzaman, Syed Shabih, 
Mithilesh Pandey, Anamika Pandey, Supriya Singh, 
Sanat Ramesh supported the event.

LOCAL

Indian schools participate in MKP’s Dinkar Hindi Awards

Vietnam Embassy
celebrates 87th National Day

Embassy of Vietnam celebrated the country’s 
87th National Day on 25 September with 
a reception held on 25 September at 

the Regency Hotel. The event was attended by 
the Assistant Foreign Minister for Ceremonies, 
Ambassador Nabil Al-Dakheel, as the chief guest, 
along with diplomats and representatives from 
several diplomatic missions, and members of the 
Vietnamese community in Kuwait.

Addressing the gathering, Ambassador of 

Vietnam  H.E. Ngo Tuan Thang highlighted the 
longstanding and robust relationship between 
Vietnam and Kuwait that has only grown stronger 
over the past 47 years. He emphasized that Kuwait 
was the first Gulf country to establish diplomatic 
relations with Vietnam in 1976, and Vietnam 
chose Kuwait as the first Gulf country to open its 
embassy 20 years ago. 

 Ambassador Thang expressed pride on how 
the two countries have expanded cooperation 

in a wide range of areas, including politics, trade, 
and culture, over the years. He also mentioned 
Vietnam’s notable recent achievements, including 
becoming the sixth-largest trading partner of 
Kuwait in Southeast Asia, with trade volume 
reaching nearly US$3 billion in 2020.

The ambassador also highlighted the success 
of Vietnam’s Doi Moi policy, which has great 
historical significance and brought achievements 
across all sectors in his country. This policy 

includes attracting $25 billion in foreign 
investment to Vietnam in 2022 and an estimated 
economy of about $400 billion, as well as creating 
close relations with neighboring countries and 
establishing stable, long-term relationships 
with 30 strategic partners. The celebration of 
Vietnamese National Day in Kuwait has further 
deepened the bilateral relationship between 
the two nations and will further strengthen their 
cooperation in various fields.

Record-breaking 
performance of 
FAIPS-DPS at 
Harvard MUN-India

The Harvard Model United Nations (HMUN) 
is an esteemed international conference 

that witnesses participation from all around 
the world. This annual event allows delegates 
and provides a platform for students to engage 
in diplomatic discussions, understand global 
issues, and hone their negotiation and public 
speaking skills. The 2023 HMUN was hosted 
from August 12–15 at the Hilton Bengaluru 
Embassy Manyata Park, Bengaluru, India.

The FAIPS team comprised of 22 delegates 
meticulously screened from scores of interested 
participants was accompanied by Ms Suneetha 
Nakka, In charge-MUN and Ms Subbulatha, 
HOD Physical Education Department –FAIPS. 

The Conference was held over nine exciting 
committees and four days of intense debate 
to bring home a total of six prestigious awards 
for the school. The double delegation of 
Muhammed Rayhaan and Johan Varghese 
Sajan of grade XII, broke School, national, and 
Middle Eastern records as the first students 
to win a coveted Best Delegate award of 
the conference, representing India in DISEC. 
Karthik Gopalkrishnan (Individual delegation) 

of grade XII received Outstanding Delegate 
award in Medici Mania. Joshua Jomilal, of 
the WHO committee representing Norway, 
received an honorable mention. The title of 
diplomatic commendation was presented 
to Valliammai Subramanian of the World 
Bank committee representing Norway and to 
Shreyash Mohapatra of the UNHRC committee 
representing Norway.

HMUN India 2023 exceeded our expectations 

by nurturing diplomatic skills and allowing the 
students to interact with fellow delegates from 
all around while igniting a passion for global 
problem-solving among its diverse participants. 
All the participants and award winners along 
with the faculty advisors were congratulated by 
the Principal, Mr. Ravi Ayanoli who holds great 
fervor towards MUN and constantly encourages 
students to enhance skills of communication, 
diplomacy and negotiation.
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Council of Ministers last week 
approved a draft decree pertaining 
to the country’s Fourth Structural 

Plan (FSP2040) for the period until 2040. The 
draft decree has since been submitted to HIs 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mehsal Al 
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah for approval before 
being forwarded to the National Assembly.

Announcing this following the regular 
cabinet session, Minister of State for 
Municipal Affairs and Minister of State for 
Communications Affairs, Fahd Al-Shoula, 
stated that the FSP2040 is closely linked to 
recent memorandums signed with China 
during the visit of HIs HIghness the Crown 
Prince, and encompasses major projects that 

align with the plan, such as the Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Port, residential cities, metro systems, 
and railways, as well as renewable eEnergy 
developments.

During the Cabinet review, Al-Shoula and 
senior municipal officials presented a visual 
overview of the project, delineating four 
key regions — the Kuwait Urban Region, the 
Northern Regional Economic Region, the 
Southern Regional Economic Region, and the 
Western Regional Economic Region.

Al-Shoula disclosed that the municipality 
plans to organize an extensive meeting with 
various authorities and stakeholder in the 
private and public sector to appraise them 
on components of the FSP2040, before 

its approval and publication in the official 
gazette.

He further highlighted that the initial 
focus in project implementation would be 
on the northern economic region, Mubarak 

Al-Kabeer Port, residential areas, and an 
equitable distribution of population density 
across the regions.

Speaking about the FSP2040, Abdullah Al-
Mahri, head of the Municipal Council, noted 
that the master plan will serve as a guiding 
blueprint for constructing a ‘new Kuwait’, and 
will align with the substantial development 
projects outlined in the government’s 
action plan to parliament earlier, and the 
recent memorandums of understanding 
with China. He emphasized the urgent need 
for collaborative meetings between the 
municipality and other government agencies 
to formulate a comprehensive policy for 
executing the plan’s contents.

Cabinet gives nod to fourth structural plan

Lazio, a world-renowned brand 
synonymous with exceptional culinary 

experiences, proudly launched its fourth 
branch in Fahaheel. This grand opening 
marked a significant milestone in Lazio’s 
journey as they continue to redefine taste buds 
worldwide.

Lazio is highly regarded for its fusion of 
Italian and Arabic cuisine, offering an extensive 
array of dishes including mouthwatering 
burgers, pizzas, pastas, the finest Kabsa, and 
delectable choices of fusion grills.

The grand opening ceremony was led by 
Mr. Humoud Awwad Al Fadhli, the Chairman 
of Thakkara Group, Mr. Abdul Rasheed, 
Managing Director of Thakkara Group, 
and Mr. Saleem, Mr. Ashraf Ayyoor, and Mr. 
Shibil Rasheed, Directors of Thakkara Group. 
Esteemed guests including Mr. Malayil 
Moosa Koya, Chairman of India International 
School, and Dr. Amir Ahmed, IDF, among 

other notable guests, graced the event with 
their presence, adding to the prestige of the 
occasion.

Lazio’s new branch is located near Yaal 
Mall, Old Lulu Centre, and offers a unique 
culinary experience for foodies in the area. 
The expansion of the Lazio brand highlights 
its commitment to innovation and culinary 
excellence.

Lazio celebrates launch of 
fourth branch in Fahaheel

MoCI shuts 
stores for
law violations
Inspectors from the Commercial Control 

Department at the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI) shut down several stores 
in various locations for breaching laws and 
regulations

The inspectors ordered the shuttering 
of a renowned eyewear company due to 
the sale of counterfeit glasses from well-
known international brands. The decision 
to close the store was reportedly made 
following on-site inspections that uncovered 
approximately 2,000 counterfeit glasses from 
renowned international brands thus violating 
the regulatory guidelines that prohibit the 
sale of counterfeit goods. The company 
involved will face charges and be referred 
to the Commercial Prosecution for violating 
regulatory instructions.

In addition, two food stores were shut 

down following the discovery that they 
violated regulations by selling expired 
goods. The inspectors seized items with 
altered expiration dates, contravening 
regulations that stipulate expiration dates 
must be determined by the factory, not the 
distributing company. Consequently, the 
Commerce inspectors closed down both 
warehouses in preparation for referring them 
to the Commercial Prosecution, following 
standard procedure in such cases.

On a related note, inspectors confiscated 
460 cartons of counterfeit filters branded 
with names of prominent car manufacturers 
from one of the companies. The confiscated 
materials were seized and the company’s 
officials are set to be referred to the 
Commercial Prosecution to initiate necessary 
legal procedures.

The field inspections by officials from 
the Commercial Control Department also 
closed down six women’s salons and health 
institutes in various areas of the country that 
were found to be providing products and 
materials harmful to the health and safety 
of their customers. Subsequently, these 
businesses were referred to the Commercial 
Prosecution for appropriate legal action.
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Officials criticize Municipality’s
garbage collection policies

The stench from rotten garbage, over-
flowing waste containers surrounded by 
strewn garbage bags and fed on by stray 

dogs, cats, mice, and insects has become a com-
mon sight in many parts of Kuwait. The situation 
not only poses a threat to people living and visit-
ing these areas but also adds to the environmen-
tal pollution.

Surveys conducted by the media among 
people in these areas as well as the general 
public revealed that the authorities, in particular 
the municipality, were mainly responsible for the 
situation by not addressing the garbage issue in 
an efficient manner and without long-term plans 
in place to tackle the growing garbage.  

Kuwait grapples with a significant waste 
volume, estimated at over 6,000 tons per day, 
and a high average waste generation per capita, 
reaching 1.5 kilograms daily — a high figure 
relative to global figures. And, this garbage 
is growing at an alarming pace as population 
increases and more new townships and 
residential areas get occupied.

Tackling this burgeoning waste will require 
an overhaul of the current garbage system of 
collection and disposal. Achieving this objective 
will also hinge on the strength of the Kuwait 
Municipality strengthening its supervisory 
role over cleaning companies, holding 
non-compliant owners accountable, and 

devising innovative mechanisms to minimize 
environmental pollution in both residential and 
investment zones.

Experts have proposed the installation 
of underground waste disposal systems to 
address this issue, but that would mainly help 
to hide the garbage from public view, without 
addressing the underlying problems. Expressing 
his dissatisfaction with the current practice of 
placing garbage containers in private housing 
areas, Municipal Council member Fahd Al-
Abduljader  explained that the garbage issue 
was a shared responsibility of the municipality, 
the cleaning companies contracted for the 
purpose, and the community. 

He added that the municipality’s responsibility 
is mainly to set regulations and controls and 

address the extent of compliance with these 
regulations by cleaning companies in collecting 
and disposing of the garbage in locations 
designated for this purpose. The municipality is 
also responsible for ascertaining the extent and 
impact of violations and ensuring appropriate 
fines and penalties to deter violators.

Municipal Council member Engineer 
Ismail Behbehani said, “The appearance of 
garbage containers in various areas of Kuwait is 
unacceptable, and does not reflect the civilized 
appearance at all.  “The reasons are many and 
common, but the main culprit is the Kuwait 
Municipality, as it is the one that manages the 
cleanliness file, and it is the one that concludes 
contracts with companies.” He underlined 
the need for a clear mechanism that includes 
requirements and penalties that regulate the 
places where containers are placed, in a way that 
achieves what is required in a civilized manner 
and reflects the cleanliness of the area.

Deputy Director of the Municipality for 
Services Affairs and Head of the Public Cleanliness 
Committee in the Municipality, Mishal Al-Azmi, 
described the waste sorting process carried out by 
workers of some cleaning companies as “criminal 
neglect” and that it is absurd, not a sorting process, 
stressing that the municipality is committed to 
the strategy of the Environment Public Authority 
regarding waste sorting and disposal.

Al-Azmi stressed the need to change the 
current system, especially since the containers 
in private and model housing areas cannot 
accommodate waste outputs, and likewise in 
investment areas there is a lack of commitment 
to waste removal timings. He pointed out 
that “the current reality of containers is that 
a majority of people and home and property 
owners do not want to place containers in front 
of their properties, so containers end up being 
kept together in one place.

Another member Engineer Abdul Latif Al-
Daei confirmed that the level of cleanliness in 
Kuwait is very low, and the general appearance 
of garbage containers is miserable. He said, “I 
am not satisfied with the appearance of the 
containers in private housing, nor even the 
mechanism by which the garbage is removed 
and the containers are cleaned, even though 
the trash can must be cleaned, not just emptied 
of waste, and these matters are supposed to be 
part of cleaning contracts, but it is not done and 
we see it with our naked eyes.”

Al-Daei pointed out there is no study to 
improve the visual appearance of the shape, 
number and location of containers, not to 
mention the lack of sorting of containers, 
especially since special containers for plastic and 
organic waste are supposed to be placed tightly 
closed to avoid tampering with by cats and dogs.

Draft law streamlines media regulations
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In addition, the statement underlined that 
unfettered access to public information is critical 
for the production of quality journalism, as it is a 
vital mechanism that enables journalists to gather 
facts and data needed to inform the public, 
which in turn helps create resilient. Inclusive, and 
knowledgeable societies. The statement stressed 
that the right to universal access to information is  
thus intricately linked with the right to freedom 
of the press.

Kuwait enacted its Right to Access Information 
Law in 2020, as one of the channels to enhance 
integrity and transparency, and tackle corruption 
in public sector undertakings. In principle, the 
law is intended to guarantee media personnel 
the freedom to access and publish information 
on public sector entities, so as to inform the 
public and hold authorities responsible for their 
decisions and actions. 

But, in practice, journalists, online bloggers, 
activists, and other media personnel are limited 
in what they can publish by regulatory laws that 
govern content published in print, online media, 
and in broadcasts. For instance, in June 2022, 
the Information Ministry revoked the licenses 
of 90 news websites for violating media-related 
laws, and referred over 70 media outlets to state 
prosecutors for further legal measures. The 
ministry said that the decisions aimed to regulate 
media work, and to control media practice from 
slipping into media chaos.

Elaborating on the draft media regulatory 
law on Monday, Minister Al-Mutairi outlined 
the prohibitions and penalties present in the 
prevailing media laws, and compared them 
with revised provisions in the new draft law. He 
explained, “Currently, we have three existing 
laws, namely the Press and Publishing Law, the 
Electronic Publishing Law, and the Audio-Visual 
Law. In drafting the new law, we examined the 
underlying standards of existing laws with the 
focus on media regulation and freedom, and 
considered past experiences.”

Shedding further light on the draft law, Al-
Mutairi said that highlights of the law include, 
among others, regulating prohibitions and 
penalties across all media outlets; limiting 

penalties to the perpetrator of the violation; 
canceling referral to any other law, and removing 
the penalty of revoking the license and closing 
down establishments that violate regulations.“

He added, “Regarding prohibitions, the first 
article pertains to insulting the divine entity, 
the Prophets, the companions, the wives of the 
Prophet, or the family of the Prophet. As per the 
current law, the punishment imposed for this 
violation is a maximum of one-year imprisonment 
and a fine of KD10,000, or one of the two penalties, 
on both the editor-in-chief and the writer. 

“The new law retains the imprisonment term of 
not less than one year without invoking any other 
more severe laws, but the penalty of a fine of not 
less than KD10,000 and not more than KD40,000 
will be imposed only on the writer, without 
implicating the editor in chief. Additionally, the 
publishing license will now only be suspended, 
not outright canceled as before.

“The second prohibition concerns criticizing 
the person of His Highness the Amir of the 
country,’ which is present in all three existing laws. 
However, the new draft abolishes the punishment 
for the editor-in-chief, and imposes a penalty of 
imprisonment not exceeding one year, and a 
fine of not less than KD5,000 and not more than 
KD20,000, or one of the two punishments, on the 
violator.

Other infringement of the new media law and 
the applicable punishments include attributing a 
statement or action to His Highness the Amir and 
His Highness the Crown Prince without special 
written permission from the Amiri Diwan, or the 
Diwan of His Highness the Crown Prince. Penalty 
for this violation is a fine of not less than KD5,000 
and not more than KD20,000. A similar fine is also 
imposed on anyone inciting to overthrow the 
regime. 

In addition, a fine of not less than KD3,000 and 
not more than KD10,000 is imposed for violating 
public morals; for iInfringing on people’s dignity or 
religious beliefs and inciting hatred or contempt 
for any group of society. Similar penalties are also 
applicable for harming relations between Kuwait 
and other Arab or friendly countries; and for 
publishing any data, information or documents 
that the Constitution or any law deems to be 
confidential or not to be published.

The minister concluded by stating, “We are 
committed to a thorough review of the draft 
texts, and if there are amendments needed to 
clarify the provisions further, we welcome them.” 
Noting that the private law should complement 
the public law, and penalties should be based on 
specific prohibitions, he added, “The new draft 
law seeks to safeguard journalists, the media, and 
to promote greater freedoms.”

However, a day after the information minister 
explained the draft media regulatory law, several 
members of parliament vowed to reject the 
law when it is tabled for debate in the National 
Assembly, after it reconvenes in late October. 
The MPs said they would call for protecting the 
individual’s right to expression  and demand the 
Information Minister to rescind any media laws 
restricting such freedoms. 

Parliamentarians also voiced concerns about 
the implications for journalists if the draft is passed 
into law. Lawmaker Jenan Boushehri, said the bill 
would “jeopardize the essence of democracy”, 
while parliamentarian Muhalhel Al Mudhaf, 
said the law goes “against the constitution, its 
principles, contents and articles”. For his part, 
lawmaker Saud Alasfoor posted on X (previously 
Twitter) ”There should be no prison sentence for 
an opinion”.

The introduction of a new media law is an 
apt time to reflect on media freedom  and the 
regulatory environment in Kuwait over the years. 
Known for its dynamism and its avant garde forays 
in social, cultural and political spheres, Kuwait 
made an equally bold move into the printing and 
publishing domain in the late 1920s. Diplomat, 
poet, and author Abdul Aziz Al-Rushaid, is credited 
with founding the first Kuwaiti magazine, called 
Majallat Alkuwait, (Kuwait Magazine), which was 
printed in Egypt in 1928. 

It took another 20 years before a printing press 
was imported from Iraq in 1947 and facilitated 
the publication of local content within Kuwait.  
The following year the government opened 
its Printing and Publishing Department, and in 
1954, the Publication Department published the 
first official Kuwaiti newspaper, Kuwait Alyoum 
(Kuwait Today). 

Two years later, in 1957 Kuwait enacted its first 
piece of media legislation aimed at regulating 

press freedom, five years before the country’s 
own freedom. In 1961, the same year that Kuwait 
gained independence, the country also enacted 
its first Press and Publication Law, which created 
a  marketplace for newspapers. This led to the 
launch of several privately owned newspapers 
and magazines catering to different social, 
political and economic interests. 

In 1961, Al-Rai Al-Aam became the first 
Kuwaiti weekly newspaper, and in the same year 
the first English newspaper, Kuwait Times was 
published. One year later, Al-Taleea, an opposition 
newspaper was established, and in 1965, the 
second newspaper, Alseyassah was launched. In 
1967, Al-Nahda, a social magazine was launched. 
Following the 2006 Press and Publication Law 
a slew of newspapers and magazines were 
launched. 

Media freedom to access, print and publish 
news and opinions is the lifeblood of democracies, 
as it fosters dissemination of news, views, and 
information that allow citizens to make informed 
choices on social, political and economic issues. 
Media freedom is also a catalyst for driving 
transformational social changes and ensuring 
transparency in governance.

The laws that regulate various media outlets, 
including newspapers, broadcasting stations and, 
more recently, online media, have changed over 
time to keep pace with social and technological 
developments. Nevertheless, the first media law 
enacted in 1961 has served as the basic template 
for all regulatory laws enacted since then, due to 
the overarching nature of clauses in that law.

The versatility of the 1961 media law served the 
government’s media regulatory needs admirably 
for 45 years without major amendments. Even 
when the first revisions to the original law were 
introduced in 2006, the new law retained much of 
the wordings from the earlier regulation. And, so 
does the new draft media regulatory law outlined 
by the minister last week.

The essence of the 1961 Press and Publication 
Laws was, “Freedom of printing, writing and 
publishing is guaranteed, within the limits of 
this law.” In other words, the local press was 
confronted with the proverbial ‘Hobson’s choice’; 
they were free to publish anything they wanted, 
as long as it was in conformity with the 1961 
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IOM highlights links between
climate change, migration and health

Grand Hypermarket, a leading retail 
chain in the country, opened its 37th 
outlet in Kuwait at Al Tujjar Tower on 

Abdul Aziz Hamad Al Saqr Street in Mirgab on 
20 September. 

The new branch was inaugurated by 
Sheikh Dawood Salman Al Sabah and 
Jassim Mohammad Khamis Al Sharah, in 
the presence of Grand Hyper Managing 
Director Anwar Amin Chelat, Regional 
Director Ayyub Kacheri, CEO Muhammad 
Suneer, DRO Tahseer Ali, COO Muhammad 

Aslam Amanullah and other distinguished 
guests and well-wishers, along with top 
management of Grand Hyper Kuwait.

 Spread over a sprawling 21,500 sq. ft. area 
across an entire floor of Tujjar Tower, the new 
outlet offers a range of products from across 
the globe , including fruits, vegetables, food 
and non-food items and consumer goods. The 
new outlet offers a variety of products that 
cater to the tastes and needs of expatriates and 
locals alike, at attractive prices in a convenient 
shopping ambience.

Grand Hyper opens 
37th branch in Kuwait

International Organization for Migra-
tion (IOM), under the auspices of For-
eign Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah 

held a two-day workshop on the intercon-
nections between climate change, migra-
tion and health, and their impacts on host 
communities and workers in the Gulf coun-
tries.

In his inaugural address, delivered on 
behalf of the foreign minister, the Assistant 
Minister of Foreign Affairs for International 
Organization Affairs, Abdulaziz Saud 
Muhammad Al-Jarallah, affirmed that 
the objective of the workshop is to foster 
understanding and awareness on dealing 
with climate-related and human rights 
in alignment with Kuwait’s views on 
these issues. It also aims to present the 
progress and accomplishments made 

in safeguarding the rights of temporary 
contractual workers, community health, 
and addressing urgent climate change 
concerns that have significantly influenced 
all aspects of sustainable development.

Al-Jarallah emphasized that the 
visible adverse effects of climate change, 
affecting millions globally, presses home 
the urgent need for collective and effective 
international action to address this 
humanitarian catastrophe that threatens 
development, security and stability of 
nations, and in particular, their impact on 
people and their basic needs.. He added 
that Kuwait is deeply concerned about 
the numbers and reports received from 
international organizations and agencies 
engaged in this domain.

He stressed that Kuwait is committed 

to responding to humanitarian appeals, 
meeting the needs of afflicted countries facing 
challenging humanitarian and relief situations, 
while concurrently ensuring a healthy and 
suitable environment for all residents on its 
generous land. This commitment stems from 
the inherent right to life, health, movement, 
work, property, and other fundamental rights.

Kuwait is steadfast in its dedication to 
achieving all 17 sustainable development 
goals (SDGs), with a specific focus on Goal 13 
that addresses climate change. Underscoring 
that climate deterioration is advancing faster 
than efforts to mitigate its impact and enhance 
resilience, Al-Jarallah urged prompt action to 
prevent future disasters. He added that Kuwait, 
as part of the global community, experiences 
adverse effects of climate change and is 
actively engaging in addressing them.

Regional Director of the International 

Organization for Migration in the Middle East 
and North Africa, Othman Belbeisi, highlighted 
the undeniable and multifaceted link between 
climate change and health. He emphasized 
that the escalating and perilous impacts of 
climate change on health transcend borders, 
profoundly impacting human well-being. 
Belbeisi stressed that the workshop provides 
a crucial opportunity to enhance partnerships 
and urgent action among all stakeholders.

Head of the IOM mission in Kuwait, Mazen 
Abu Al-Hassan, emphasized that the workshop 
convenes ministries of foreign affairs, health, 
labor, and related governmental bodies 
from Gulf states, in consonance with the 
United Nations system and stakeholders. The 
goal is to discuss best practices, challenges, 
opportunities, and lessons learned regarding 
climate-related risks to occupational health 
among host communities and temporary 
contract workers.

The workshop aims to deepen participants’ 
understanding of health impacts resulting from 
climate change for both host communities and 
workers in the region, identifying key areas for 
intervention and action leading up to the 28th 
session of the Conference of the Parties on 
Climate Change, scheduled from 30 November 
to 12 December in Expo City, Dubai.

As per the World Health Organization, 
climate change stands as the most significant 
health threat to humanity, expected to lead 
to approximately 250,000 additional annual 
global deaths between 2030 and 2050. The 
direct health costs are estimated to range from 
US$2 to US$4 billion by 2030.
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After India’s G20 summit and the UN 
General Assembly this month, world 
leaders will attend the International 

Monetary Fund and World Bank meetings in 
Marrakesh, before heading to the UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP28) in Dubai. But there 
is little optimism that these summits will deliver 
meaningful progress in tackling our greatest 
challenges, not because of any lack of resolve, 
but because the global rulebook we have been 
following since the end of World War II is no 
longer fit for purpose.

The world’s growing fragmentation was 
confirmed at the G20 summit. Though the 
meeting signaled India’s arrival as a major 
power, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
moment of triumph was fleeting. The summit 
did little to prevent the 2020s from almost 
certainly becoming a low-growth decade.

Despite the African Union’s admission as a full 
member of the G20, the Global South received 
scant relief for its crushing debts. And though 
G20 members are responsible for 75 percent  
of global carbon emissions, the summit failed 
to address the scale of the climate financing 
gap. Acting on the findings of the G20’s Capital 
Adequacy Review, the Biden administration has 
committed to secure an additional $25 billion 
for the World Bank; but that figure falls far short 
of the $260 billion annual fillip that former 
US Treasury Secretary Lawrence H. Summers 
recommended in the Singh-Summers report to 
the G20 this year.

Instead, the summit concludes a year in 
which China and the West have been erecting 

new ‘iron curtains’ in technology, trade, 
investment, and data —  foreshadowing a 
future of ‘one world, two systems’. With this new 
protectionism came a downgrading of the G20. 
Whereas former US President Barack Obama 
recognized the G20 as the premier forum 
for global economic cooperation, current US 
National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan sees the 
G7 (Europe, America, and Japan) as the ‘steering 
committee of the free world’.

The G20’s relegation is a by-product of the 
shift from a unipolar to a multipolar world, 
from a hyper-globalized economy to one that 
might be called ‘globalization lite’, and from 
neoliberalism toward neo-mercantilism. For the 
last 30 years, economics determined political 
decision-making. Now politics, and nationalist 
politics at that, is driving policymaking. Zero-
sum politics is triumphing over ‘win-win’ 
economics.

In 1999, when I attended the first G20 (then 
composed only of finance ministers), American 
hegemony was at its peak, and the US Federal 

Reserve and US Treasury were happy to be 
called “the committee to save the world.”

When the global economy unraveled in 
2008, the United Kingdom and others called 
on G20 member-state heads of government to 
come together for the first time. At the London 
G20 in 2009, we were keen that China join with 
the West in buttressing the global economy 
with $1 trillion of support. We could already 
see that the world was heading in a more 
multipolar direction.

The London summit also commissioned 
India’s then-prime minister, Manmohan 
Singh, to oversee a review of the prevailing 
international architecture. Then, at the 
Pittsburgh summit in the fall of 2009, the 
G20 agreed on a global compact for growth, 
to be spearheaded by the IMF, which would 
publish annual assessments to identify both 
the risks facing the global economy and the 
opportunities for coordinated action.

But as the West retreated into austerity 
policies and embraced new forms of 

protectionism, these initiatives fizzled out. 
Under Donald Trump, the United States 
broke from its tradition of (usually) acting 
multilaterally, and pursued unilateralism even 
as a multipolar world was coming into play.

However, climate change, the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the energy and food crisis of 
2022 confirm that the issues we face today 
are truly global problems in need of global 
solutions. Progress cannot be achieved by 
bilateral and regional interventions alone; it 
requires globally coordinated action.

In elevating the G7 at the expense of the 
G20, we need to ask what happens the next 
time there is a global financial crisis and 
we cannot find a way to bring all the major 
players together. What chance will we have 
of progress in reducing global emissions and 
preventing ‘free riders’ in a world of ‘everyone 
for themselves’? What chance do we have of 
dealing with global inequality if countries see 
the world only in terms of ‘us versus them’, and 
where there are no forums in which to find 
common ground?

True, US President Joe Biden acknowledges 
the need for global cooperation and is the 
most internationalist of recent US presidents. 
But while his own G20 agenda was not wrong-
headed, it was half-hearted, preferring bilateral 
alliances to globally coordinated action. 
Equally, China presents itself as a champion 
of the global rules-based order and promises 
to uphold the UN Charter; yet its top leader, 
Xi Jinping, did not even attend the G20 or this 
month’s UN assembly.

These rare moments where preparation 
meets opportunity are when we must act 
together. US President John F. Kennedy’s 
nuclear test ban treaty, Ronald Reagan and 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s nuclear-arms reductions, 
and the historic 1987 agreement to address the 
depletion of the ozone layer all showed that 
strong leaders can ensure radical changes of 
direction. Today’s leaders must not wait for a 
catastrophe before being forced into action.

Gordon Brown
A former prime minister of the 
United Kingdom, is Chair of 
Education Cannot Wait’s High-
Level Steering Group.
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LuLu Hypermarket, the regional leader 
in retailing, launched its World Food 
Festival promotion, which runs from 

27 September to 3 October at all outlets of the 
hypermarket in Kuwait.

The week-long celebration of food products 
from around the world was inaugurated on 
27 September at the AlRai outlet by renowned 
Indian film actress Rajisha Vijayan and popular 
Arabic chef in Kuwait, Mimi Murad, along 
with top management of LuLu Kuwait and 
representatives of the event’s sponsors.  

The inaugural event was made even more 
exciting with a ‘Taste & Win’ competition 
that pitted the culinary talents of nearly 50 
contestants. The first-place winner was awarded 
a gift voucher worth KD100, while the second 
and third place winners were presented with gift 
vouchers worth KD75 and KD 50 respectively. 
All other participants in the contest received 
consolation prizes. Special prizes were also 
awarded to all contestants by the well-known 

mobile brand, Honor.
The World Food Festival witnessed amazing 

promotional offers and ‘never-before’ discounts 
on a wide array of food products  from all food 
brands. Throughout the promotional week, LuLu 
Hypermarket outlets also held several exciting 
activities, promotions and displays of culinary 
feats that ensured a steady footfall of shoppers 

to these venues.  
Some of the crowd-pulling events included, 

cutting the longest shawarma at the LuLu 
Fahaheel branch on 27 September; X’mas cake 
mixing ceremony on 27 September at the LuLu 
Dajeej outlet; the ‘Mega Loaded Fries’ at LuLu 
Qurain on 28 September; and a live cooking 
demo by Arabic chef Mimi Murad at the LuLu 

Qurain outlet on 28 September.
Other exciting activities during LuLu World 

Food Festival were the multiple cookery 
contests, and the special food stalls and sampling 
counters set up at all outlets that offered visitors 
a chance to taste an array of dishes from around 
the world, and to buy their desired dishes. 
Another attraction of the food festival was the 
Indian street food stalls that offered authentic 
Indian fast foods, as well as several food-themed 
designs, decorations, cutouts and creative food 
displays that added to the allure of the week-
long celebration of foods from all over the world.

The main sponsors of the event were 
Alwazzan, Bayara, IFFCO, Tiffany, Kitco, Alpro, 
Americana, Arla, Majdi, Nestle, Seara, Kenwood, 
Panasonic, Samsung, Black + Decker  and Honor.

The World Food Festival reiterated LuLu 
Hypermarket’s commitment to provide shoppers 
with a world-class shopping experience that 
offers the finest products from around the world 
at highly competitive prices.

LuLu Hypermarket launches World Food Festival



11
The Times Kuwait              01 - 07 October 2023
www.timeskuwait.com

Everyone needs a foil, and for many 
who are focused on climate and 
sustainability, economic growth – 

capitalism – is a convenient target. This is 
understandable. Economic expansion is the 
quintessential capitalist imperative, but infinite 
material growth on a finite planet is physically 
impossible. Hence the rise of ‘degrowth’, 
‘agrowth’, ‘post-growth’, and other concepts 
that have emerged to underpin seemingly 
sophisticated criticisms of the ‘standard’ 
economic model.

Look beneath the surface and you will find 
that this clash of worldviews is more about 
rhetoric than actual policy. It is also a distraction.

The focus instead must be on cutting carbon 
and other forms of pollution. While high-
carbon, low-efficiency economic activities, 
and some entire sectors, must shrink, low-
carbon, high-efficiency activities and sectors 
must grow. Harnessing this natural process of 
‘creative destruction’ does not mean embracing 
laissez-faire, with policymakers sitting on the 
sidelines watching passively.

Consider the massive negative societal 
costs associated with burning oil, coal, and 
gas. According to the best estimates we have, 
the social cost of carbon in the United States 
has nearly quadrupled in the last decade, from 
around $50 per ton of emitted carbon-dioxide 
to almost $200 — and even that is only a partial 
estimate of the true costs.

All told, each barrel of oil and each ton of coal 

burned cause more in external damage than 
they add to GDP — and we have not even yet 
accounted for other important environmental 
factors like land use and biodiversity. Given 
these high and mounting costs, the policy 
prescription has long been clear: put a price on 
carbon. Or better yet, price any and all negative 
externalities, and subsidize the positive ones.

Last year’s US Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
nods in both of these directions. But while it 
includes a little-known direct price for methane 
emissions from oil and gas operations, its 
main focus is on subsidies and tax credits. 
By harnessing the potential of markets and 
incentivizing economic growth in specific areas, 

it represents ‘green industrial policy’ in action.
Such active government involvement in the 

economy raises a host of questions. What is not 
in doubt is that hundreds of billions of dollars of 
government subsidies will drive the deployment 
of renewable energy, battery storage, 
clean transportation, and other important 
technologies in under-developed sectors. 
Moreover, all that development will generate 
economic growth, as measured in the narrowest 
of ways through traditional GDP, economic 
value-added, and employment statistics.

Does this mean growth at any cost is 
good? Clearly not. Nor is ‘green growth’ 
alone necessarily desirable when viewed 
through any number of other lenses. The 
rapid deployment of low-carbon energy and 
other climate technologies will not guarantee 
inclusive growth, decent work, better health, 
less poverty, or any number of other important 
global policy priorities. ‘Affordable and clean 
energy’ represents only one of 17 United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals for 
good reason.

Nor is deploying more clean energy sufficient 
even as a climate solution. Energy-efficiency 
measures also have an important role to play, 
which is why the IRA, for example, includes a 
‘High-Efficiency Electric Home Rebate Program’. 
Better-insulated buildings and more efficient 
modes of transportation will contribute to 
reducing carbon emissions long before energy 
and electricity are fully decarbonized. That is to 
say, efficiency cuts carbon pollution.

Better insulation also improves quality of life, 
by adding protection against wildfire smoke 
and other outdoor air pollution. Preventing 
toxic seepage into one’s home through poorly 
insulated windows, doors, and walls improves 
human health, electricity bills, and real-estate 
values all at the same time.

True, this juxtaposition of clean-energy 
growth on the one hand and efficiency 
measures on the other appears to mirror the 
‘green growth’ versus ‘degrowth’ camps. But this 
is an illusion. Efficiency means doing more with 
less, which makes it effectively synonymous 
with economic productivity, one of the key 
ingredients in standard macroeconomic 
growth models.

This semantic point cuts both ways. There 
are developing countries in the Global South 
and specific regions in advanced economies 
that remain heavily dependent on extracting 
and exporting fossil fuels. These sectors and 
economies will necessarily shrink, as the rest 
of the world makes the transition to cleaner 
sources of energy, and they may well end up 
poorer and more destabilized. But this is not 
what most advocates of degrowth have in mind.

Yes, some companies and individuals have 
profited massively from exploiting the planet’s 

FOCUS

resources, lobbying policymakers, and covering 
up the damage they have done. That, in many 
ways, is where the motivation behind much 
‘degrowth’ thinking arises. We can all point to 
specific activities that we would rather see less 
of. But the question then is about framing and 
strategy. I believe the productive path forward 
is to focus on the trillion-dollar business 
opportunity that rapid decarbonization 
presents, and the many positive stories of 
transformation that go with it.

In the end, there is a fine balance to strike 
between unleashing the entrepreneurial 
‘can-do’ spirit and channeling it in the right 
direction; between Silicon Valley’s mantra of 
‘move fast and break things’, and the physician’s 
oath of ‘first, do no harm’. The latter, of course, 
goes hand in hand with paying for one’s own 
pollution. That pollution ought to be the true 
foil, rather than the economic growth that 
results from entrepreneurs, businesses, and 
governments attempting to rein it in.

Gernot Wagner
A climate economist at Columbia 
Business School.
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Better-insulated 
buildings and more 
efficient modes of 

transportation will 
contribute to reducing 
carbon emissions long 

before energy and 
electricity are fully 

decarbonized. That is 
to say, efficiency cuts 

carbon pollution.
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By Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
President of Kazakhstan
Special to The Times Kuwait

To build a new system of international 
security, the world requires a new global 
movement for peace. I believe the role of 

religious leaders will be indispensable here.
It is not a secret that the world is witnessing 

rising international tensions and erosion of the 
global order that has been in place since the 
establishment of the United Nations. Divisive 
blocs, which have not been seen since the Cold 
War, are making a swift return. As a result, our 
planet is facing severe threats, including a new 
global arms race, the threat of the use of nuclear 
weapons, and the proliferation of wars in all 
formats, including hot, hybrid, cyber, and trade.

In this atmosphere of tension and increasing 
geopolitical turbulence, it is vitally important 
to develop new approaches to strengthening 
inter-civilizational dialogue and trust.

Diplomacy is, undoubtedly, key to facilitating 
cooperation. Kazakhstan has always supported 
solving disputes exclusively at the negotiating 
table based on the UN Charter. Our country 
has consistently promoted principles aimed 
at achieving lasting peace, security, and 
sustainable progress across the world.

Despite best efforts, conflicts remain 
ubiquitous in many regions of the world.

To build a new system of international 
security, the world requires a new global 

movement for peace. I believe the role of 
religious leaders will be indispensable here. 
Approximately 85 percent of the world’s people 
identify with a religion, making it a significant 
factor in our lives. Religious leaders therefore 
have a significant influence on global affairs. 
Moreover, the sacred value of human life, 
mutual support, and the rejection of destructive 
rivalry and hostility are a set of principles shared 
by all religions. As a result, I am convinced that 
these principles can form the basis of a new 
world system.

How can religious leaders help push for 
world peace? How can this work in practice? 
Firstly, religious leaders can contribute to 
healing the wounds of hatred following an 
enduring conflict. Syria is a case in point. 
Kazakhstan welcomes the fact that hostilities 
have all but ended in that country. We are glad 
to have contributed to this through the Astana 
Process peace talks, which since 2017 facilitated 
negotiations between representatives of the 
Syrian government, the opposition, as well as 
Turkey, Iran, and Russia.

Yet while the hot phase of the conflict is 
over, the divisions within the country remain. 
Spiritual leaders can play an important role in 
healing Syrian society through the power of 
religion.

Secondly, human nature is contradictory. 
There will always be provocations and hatred. 
Recent actions to burn the holy Quran in a 
number of northern European countries are 
negative trends that undermine the culture 
of tolerance, mutual respect, and peaceful 
coexistence. In this regard, the targeted 
communication of religious leaders in 
preventing such situations and trends is crucial.

Thirdly, new technologies are radically 
changing all spheres of human life. These 
changes are mostly for the better, including 
improved healthcare, unlimited information 
online, and ease of communication and travel. 
At the same time, we observe how societies 
are being fragmented and polarized under the 
influence of digital technology.

In the new digital reality, it is also necessary 
to cultivate spiritual values and moral 
guidelines. Religion has a key role to play here, 
too, as all faiths are based on humanistic ideals, 
recognition of the supreme value of human life, 
and the aspiration for peace and creation.

These fundamental principles should be 
embodied not only in the spiritual sphere, but 
also in the socioeconomic development of 
countries and international politics.

Without reliance on humanistic ideals 
and ethics, the rapid scientific-technological 
revolution can lead humanity astray. We are 
already witnessing such debates with the 
advent of general artificial intelligence.

Ultimately, moral authority and the word of 
spiritual leaders is crucial today.

That is why I am proud that for 20 years, 
Kazakhstan has been hosting the triennial 

Congress of Religious Leaders. Established in 
2003 in direct response to the rise in interfaith 
disagreements and extremism following the 
9/11 terrorist attack in the United States, the 
Congress has strengthened interfaith dialogue 
by bringing together religious leaders.

It has enabled meaningful dialogue on 
ways to combine efforts to promote better 
understanding between representatives of 
different cultures and religious communities.

Prior to becoming the president of 
Kazakhstan in 2019, I had the honor to serve 
as head of the Secretariat of the Congress. I 
observed how the Congress promoted tolerance 
and mutual respect in contrast to hatred and 
extremism. Last year, our country held the 
Seventh Congress of Religious Leaders. It was 
attended by delegations from 50 countries, 
including representatives of Islam, Christianity, 
Judaism, Shintoism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, 
Hinduism, and other religions. I was honored 
to welcome Pope Francis, the second visit by 
the head of the Catholic Church to Kazakhstan 
following the visit by Pope John Paul II in 2001.

Over the past two decades, the Congress 
has become a platform for inter-civilizational 
dialogue at the global level. I believe it made 
a significant contribution to Kazakhstan’s 
success in forging a stable and harmonious 
society from a population made up of more 
than 100 ethnic groups and 18 confessions that 
live in peace in our country today. Through its 
commitment to religious tolerance and human 
rights, Kazakhstan sets an example for the 
world, showcasing the importance of interfaith 
dialogue in creating a more peaceful and 
harmonious global society.

As the world continues to be embroiled in 
political uncertainty, a bridge of rapprochement 
between cultures and civilizations is required 
more than ever. I am determined to ensure that 
Kazakhstan facilitates global dialogue between 
religions and nations, including through the 
work of the Congress of Religious Leaders, thus 
contributing to mutual understanding and 
respect in societies.

Firstly, religious leaders can 
contribute to healing the wounds 
of hatred following an enduring 
conflict. Syria is a case in point. 
Kazakhstan welcomes the fact 

that hostilities have all but 
ended in that country. We are 

glad to have contributed to this 
through the Astana Process 

peace talks, which since 2017 
facilitated negotiations between 

representatives of the Syrian 
government, the opposition, as 

well as Turkey, Iran, and Russia.

Qatar Tourism, in collaboration with 
the Geneva International Motor Show 
(GIMS), is set to ignite the automotive 

passion of the region with the inaugural 
edition of GIMS Qatar, scheduled to run from 
5 – 14 October, at the Doha Exhibition and 
Convention Centre (DECC).

The collaboration with GIMS will allow 
Qatar Tourism to host, for the very first time 
the annual GIMS away from its home-base 
of Geneva in Switzerland. The event will 
witness the participation of over 30 renowned 
automotive brands, highlight the latest auto-
industry innovations, over 10 world premieres 
and more than 20 regional premieres of 
automobile models.

Deputy Chairman of Qatar Tourism, Saad 
Bin Ali Al Kharji,  said: “GIMS Qatar is setting 
the stage for what promises to be the most 
prestigious and influential automotive 
experience in the Middle East. Hosting large-
scale, globally recognised events such as 
GIMS Qatar exemplifies our commitment to 
our strategic vision of becoming the fastest-
growing destination in the Middle East by 
2030.”

For his part, CEO of GIMS, Sandro Mesquita, 
said: “For over a century, GIMS has been at the 
forefront showcasing automotive innovations 
and technology. Today, GIMS is excited 
to expand its legacy in the middle east, 

venturing for the first-time outside Geneva, 
by partnering exclusively with a dynamic and 
progressive country like Qatar”.

Alongside the main exhibition, GIMS Qatar 
2023 will create the ultimate automotive 
festival of automotive excellence in Qatar 
with four immersive experiences taking place 
across some of the most prominent tourism 
destinations in the country. 

At the National Museum of Qatar in a 
closed event, and in close partnership with 
the upcoming Qatar Auto Museum and Car 
Design News, GIMS Qatar will host a Forum for 

the future of car design, which will include a 
rich program of keynote speakers, exclusive 
panel discussions and a networking lunch to 
discuss the future of the automotive industry.

The Sealine Adventure Hub, located at 
the luxurious Outpost Al Barari, will offer 
adventure seekers the opportunity to explore 
the surrounding dunes and see first-hand the 
skills and capabilities of automotive brands 
participating in GIMS Qatar 2023 as they 
conquer the toughest terrains.

In collaboration with the Qatar Motor & 
Motorcycle Federation (QMMF), GIMS Qatar 

will also host four exclusive Track Days at Lusail 
International Circuit. Guests will be invited 
to enjoy premiere access with the unique 
opportunity to drive on the newly renovated 
circuit directly following the F1 champions.

The Urban Playground at Lusail Boulevard 
will bring the passion and energy of GIMS 
Qatar to life with engaging performances 
and interactive activities. A special Parade 
of Excellence will take place on 12 October 
at 19:00 which will feature up to 100 dream 
cars and unique models cruising along Lusail 
Boulevard.

At the DECC, a Classics Gallery will offer 
visitors an opportunity to discover an 
exclusive line-up of the world’s greatest 
and finest motorcars. Showcasing some of 
the best cars ever made and top concourse 
winners, this exhibit is a must-attend event 
for all discerning classic car buyers, collectors, 
and enthusiasts. The exquisite display will also 
shine a spotlight on the automotive jewels 
from Qatari and Arabian private collections.

GIMS Qatar will be open daily at the DECC 
from 14:00 – 22:00, and 10:00 – 22:00 on 
Saturdays. The event will see free entrance 
during weekdays and ticketed entrance, QAR 
50, during weekends. Tickets, including those 
for free entry, are available on the Virgin 
Megastore website and are required for entry 
into the event.

Qatar Tourism to host inaugural edition of GIMS in Qatar

Religious leaders can help
bring about world peace

WORLD
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At September’s IAA auto show in Munich, 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz appealed 
to domestic car manufacturers, urging 

them to welcome competition from Asia rather 
than trying to curb the influx of Chinese-made 
electric vehicles. No other country, he insisted, 
could match Germany’s automotive engineering 
expertise. But while Scholz’s assertion was 
certainly true in the golden era of the internal 
combustion engine, Germany lacks the expertise 
required to compete directly with Chinese 
manufacturers on EVs.

European automakers have been slow to 
embrace the EV revolution. Volkswagen, for 
example, faced setbacks in China during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. By the time China started 
to reopen, homegrown brands like BYD and Nio 
had doubled the number of electric models they 
offered. And most of these vehicles were not 
only cheaper, but also superior to Volkswagen’s 
offerings.

As German carmakers grapple with high 
energy prices in the wake of Russia’s energy 
embargo, Chinese carmakers are setting their 
sights on Europe. In a historic shift, 2022 marked 
the first year that Europe imported more cars 
from China than it exported to the country.

The shift away from the internal combustion 
engine presents a strategic opportunity for 
China, whose carmakers already dominate 
the global markets for batteries and clean-

energy technologies. Europe’s manufacturing 
sector, especially Germany’s, could soon face 
a ‘China shock’ comparable to the one that 
followed China’s accession to the World Trade 
Organization in 2001.

The stakes are enormous. As Gideon Rachman 
notes, if “Chinese BYDs replaced German BMWs 
on the autobahns,” far-right illiberal parties — 
adept at capitalizing on economic grievances — 
could see their popularity soar. The automotive 
industry provides nearly 13 million direct and 
indirect jobs, accounting for nearly 7 percent 

of the European Union’s economy and roughly 
one-third of its total research and development 
spending. The prospect of China securing 
dominance over yet another industry has raised 
alarm bells in the United States and the EU. The 
US imposed a 27.5 percent tariff on Chinese-
made cars under former President Donald 
Trump, and the Inflation Reduction Act, enacted 
by President Joe Biden’s administration, includes 
incentives for producing cars and batteries 
within North America.

For its part, the EU has imposed a 10 percent 
tariff on imported cars. While European national 
subsidies for EVs still apply equally to imports 
and domestically manufactured models, 
European Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen recently announced an anti-subsidy 
investigation into Chinese-made EVs, alleging 
that they might be “distorting” the European 
market. European companies are often 
“excluded from foreign markets” and “undercut 
by competitors benefiting from huge state 
subsidies.”

The EU investigation is long overdue, but it 
might still have a meaningful impact. Over the 
past two decades, the Chinese government has 
heavily subsidized its EV industry, dominating the 
supply chain, from raw materials to production. 
By subsidizing electric and autonomous vehicles, 
China distorts competition and provides its 
domestic industries with a lasting comparative 
advantage.

In industries characterized by learning curves 
and dynamic economies of scale, past output 
determines current production. In a classic paper 
that introduced the concept of learning curves 
into trade models, Nobel laureate economist Paul 
Krugman showed that subsidies could speed up 
the learning process and boost the productivity 
of subsidized sectors, thereby putting 
competitors at a permanent disadvantage.

Krugman’s theoretical argument has 
recently found empirical support in a research 
paper by Oxford economist Nathan Lane. 
Using South Korea’s sector-specific industrial 
strategy under President Park Chung-hee as 
a natural experiment, Lane found that, on 
average, subsidized industries experienced an 
average growth rate 80 percent higher than 
non-subsidized ones. Crucially, this growth 
advantage persisted even after subsidies were 
lifted, underscoring the learning effects.

With more than a decade of experience in 
EV production and bolstered by government 
subsidies, Chinese car manufacturers have a 
significant lead in this market over their European 
counterparts. But implementing temporary 
import tariffs could give European carmakers 
the breathing space they need to go down the 
EV learning curve, while penalizing China for 
violating WTO rules.

As I recently argued, Germany could bridge 

the knowledge gap in EVs and autonomous 
cars by reverse-engineering China’s industrial 
policy. Over the past 20-30 years, China attracted 
foreign direct investment through joint ventures, 
particularly with German car manufacturers. 
This strategy, which enabled China to master 
the internal combustion engine, also helped it 
become a global leader in the EV market.

By working with Chinese EV and battery 
manufacturers, German automakers could 
acquire the technical expertise required to 
remain globally competitive. The European 
Commission could broker such partnerships, 
providing China with access to its market in 
return for a commitment to invest in Europe and 
establish joint ventures with European firms.

The European automotive 
industry provides nearly 

13 million direct and 
indirect jobs, accounting 
for nearly 7 percent of 
the European Union’s 
economy and roughly 
one-third of its total 

research and development 
spending.

Dalia Marin
Professor of International 
Economics at the School of 
Management of the Technical 
University of Munich, is a research 
fellow at the Centre for Economic 
Policy Research and a non-
resident fellow at Bruegel.
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In March 1977, representatives from 116 
countries gathered in Mar del Plata, 
Argentina, for the inaugural United Nations 

Water Conference. At the time, the event 
received very little attention. Global politics 
was dominated by a handful of powerful 
countries, most of them in temperate regions 
where water scarcity, severe pollution, and 
flooding were not considered major issues.

The atmosphere at this year’s UN Water 
Conference, which took place in New York 
in March, was markedly different. Instead of 
apathy, there was a palpable sense that the 
water crisis is a global problem. Today, every 
country in the world faces water-related 
challenges, underscoring our collective 
vulnerability as the planet’s most vital natural 
resource is increasingly threatened. The robust 
engagement of the scientific community and 
civil society was also instrumental in shedding 
light on the far-reaching consequences of this 
crisis.

Unsurprisingly, the countries that were 
most at risk in 1977 are even more vulnerable 
today. The reckless exploitation of the planet 
has accelerated humanity’s breach of planetary 
boundaries. The long-anticipated sea-level 
rise is now submerging vast areas, while 
deserts are expanding at an alarming rate as 
water sources diminish and aquifers become 
depleted. Meanwhile, pollutants from human 

waste, along with the byproducts of industrial 
activities, contaminate our rivers, lakes, and 
oceans. At a time of growing scarcity, our 
seemingly insatiable thirst for consumption has 
aggravated these trends.

The fact that some remain unaffected by 
this crisis attests to their privilege. While many 
experience environmental degradation on 
a spiritual level, some of the world’s poorest 
populations face immediate and tangible 
consequences as they try to adapt to rapidly 
changing conditions.

Much like the response to the climate crisis, 
the response to the water crisis suffers from 
a lack of global coordination and opposition 
from entrenched interests seeking to prevent 
crucial reforms. As the Indian environmental 

activist Vandana Shiva puts it, “When the rich, 
powerful, and dominant economic forces 
of society” exceed their fair share of Earth’s 
resources, “indigenous communities and 
minority groups are deprived of their share of 
water for life and livelihoods.” This, she writes, 
forces entire communities “to carry the heavy 
burden of water poverty.”

A recent petition proposed by prominent 
water-rights activist Rajendra Singh offers a 
potential path forward. Singh, chairman of the 
People’s World Commission on Drought and 
Flood, outlines ten critical transformations 
required to restore water harmony. By 

transcending anthropocentrism, his proposed 
pledge aims to rejuvenate the global water 
cycle and harness its immense power to 
promote the well-being of all living things.

At the heart of Singh’s pledge lies the 
bedrock principle of climate-oriented thinking: 
a complete system overhaul. This perspective 
views humanity as part of a much larger 
whole that encompasses the diverse species 
with which we share our planet. Instead of 
commodifying natural resources for profit and 
relentless consumption, this ethos encourages 
people to be mindful of the potential 
consequences of their actions and commit to 
repairing any damage they cause.

This raises three fundamental questions. 
First, what actions are required to address 

the global water crisis? Second, which key 
stakeholders must step up? Third, how can we 
ensure that these stakeholders implement vital 
systemic changes?

For too long, policymakers have emphasized 
minor changes in household consumption 
habits, thereby unfairly shifting the burden to 
families and communities whose contributions 
to the water crisis have been negligible. The 
root causes of water scarcity are large-scale 
industrial production, lack of attention to 
quality, and the failure to address rampant 
pollution. At the macro level, extractive 
industries and an economic system centered on 

profit maximization drive the increase in global 
temperatures, further disrupting water cycles.

While reducing household consumption 
is important, it pales in comparison to the 
potential impact of forcing corporations 
to adopt sustainable practices. But the 
increasingly symbiotic relationship between 
politics and big-business interests complicates 
this task. Instead of pursuing systemic changes, 
the world’s most powerful governments have 
opted for incremental reforms to create the 
appearance of commitment.

The recent UN Water Conference 
underscored the urgency of today’s crisis. If 
governments are unwilling or unable to pursue 
the necessary structural reforms, they must be 
replaced by political leaders with the vision and 
determination to overhaul the systems that 
jeopardize the natural resources sustaining all 
life on Earth.

Growing up in India, I observed the country’s 
relentless drive to catch up with wealthier 
economies. By investing in higher education, 
building roads and hospitals, and boosting 
economic growth through consumption and 
increased production, the thinking went, India 
could become richer and eliminate poverty. 
The mainstream education system frequently 
championed the commodification of nature, 
anthropocentric dominance, and extractivism. 
It revered the architects of our flawed economic 
system, treating their words as sacrosanct.

Indigenous communities have long warned 
that such “progress” was misguided, but they 
were dismissed as hidebound and out of touch 
with reality. As climate change disrupts water 
and food systems around the world, many now 
recognize the prescience of these warnings. 
Given that we might be the last generation 
capable of mitigating the worst effects of 
the water crisis, it is our responsibility to hold 
accountable those who are exploiting the 
planet for personal gain.

Joshua Castellino
Co-Executive Director of Minority 
Rights Group International, is 
Professor of International and 
Comparative Law at the University 
of Derby and Founder of the School 
of Law at Middlesex University 
London, where he served as dean 
from 2012-18.
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New evidence reveals brain
path behind concentration
Researchers from Singapore’s Nanyang Technological University (NTU) 

have uncovered new evidence on how chemicals released by cells in the 
brain regulate our focus and attention span. The NTU finding could lead to 
new therapies to treat neurological conditions associated with concentration 
difficulties, such as depression and attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD).

Neurons or nerve cells are the fundamental units of the brain and nervous 
system.  To communicate with each other neurons in the brain and nervous 
system release chemicals called neurotransmitters that relay messages from 
one cell to another. Neurotransmitters are crucial for brain function and for 
regulating all our bodily functions, ranging from breathing and heart rate to 
reproduction.

These chemicals also coordinate cognitive processes, or conscious 
intellectual activities such as thinking, reasoning and remembering. It also 
enables us to focus on important information and weed out the constant 
barrage of stimuli the brain receives from the external environment, helping 
with our attention span.

Researchers had for long considered attention span to be directed by 
only one neurotransmitter, acetylcholine, which excites neurons and causes 

them to fire electrical signals. 
However, recent work suggests 
that attention span could require 
another neurotransmitter, 
gamma-aminobutyric acid 
(GABA), which inhibits neurons 
from receiving and sending 
messages.

Through their study the 
NTU team demonstrated for 
the first time that GABA works 
together with acetylcholine in a 
precise sequence to regulate the 

transmission of signals from a part of the brain’s information processing 
network, called the claustrum — a thin sheet-like structure that receives and 
processes information from different parts of the brain. The claustrum helps 
to regulate concentration, but its exact role remains unknown.

In lab experiments, the NTU scientists investigated how neurons in the 
claustrum in mice respond to acetylcholine and GABA produced by a part 
of the brain called the forebrain, which plays a central role in several brain 
functions. Using advanced optogenetics technology the researchers were 
able to use light to selectively control the activity of specific neurons within 
the forebrain and thereby measure the response of the claustrum to such a 
stimulus.

They discovered that two types of neurons in the claustrum, which send 
output signals to different parts of the brain, respond in opposing ways to 
acetylcholine and GABA. Neurons that extend to structures deep in the brain 
were excited by acetylcholine while neurons that extend to structures on the 
surface of the brain were inhibited by GABA.

Through this coordinated sequence of opposing actions, the two 
neurotransmitters toggle the transfer of information between the claustrum 
and the rest of the brain, like a switch, which permits the brain to differentiate 
important information from noise, helping a person pay attention.

By understanding how acetylcholine and GABA work together to direct 
our attention, new and more effective therapies may be developed in the 
future to improve the attention span of patients with conditions such as 
ADHD and depression. It will also be important to determine whether the 
switch mechanism applies to other brain processes, such as arousal and 
learning.

A spotlessly clean house could 
indicate that the owners take 

the effort to keep their home clean 
and tidy daily. While this cleanliness 
trait is no doubt an admirable, and 
commendable quality, there could be a 
health downside to all this cleanliness, 
especially if they use many of the 
common cleaning products available 
in the market.

A new analytical study published 
in mid-September found that 
conventional cleaning products used 
to mop floors and scrub walls and 
counters may release hundreds of 
hazardous volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) that could harm the health of 
people and pets in homes.

VOCs are organic chemical 
compounds that have a high vapor 
pressure at room temperature, which 
causes them to vaporize readily 
under normal temperature and 
pressure. They are responsible for 
the characteristic odors that arise 

from perfumes, deodorants, cleaning 
products, as well as from pollutants. 

Volatile chemical compounds are 
used and produced in the manufacture 
of numerous products. They are also 
emitted by a wide array of household 
products, including paints, pesticides, 
building and furnishing material, glues 
and adhesives, as well as by many of 
the common cleaning products used 
regularly around the home.

VOCs in cleaning products affect 
the quality of air both indoors and 
outdoors. But they contaminate indoor 
air two to five times more than outdoor 
air, with some estimates putting it as 
high as 10 times that of outside air. In 
addition, the VOCs in some products 
continue to be emitted for days, weeks, 
or even months after their initial use.

A previous study had shown that 
more than 100 types of common 
consumer cleaning products contain 
at least one and often multiple VOCs 
and other chemicals that have been 

VOCs in cleaning products hazardous to health

linked to multiple health conditions 
including pulmonary diseases,  
cancer and reproductive as well as 
developmental problems.

The potential health harms of VOCs 
are not limited to people inside their 
homes, it is also emitted in workplaces, 
and is most pronounced among 
workers in the cleaning industry. While 
people have the option to choose 
what cleaning products they use 
within their homes, cleaning workers 
compelled to work daily with harsh 
and hazardous chemical cleaners do 
not have that choice. 

A study published in 2020 found 
that people working in the cleaning 
industry have a 50 percent higher risk 
of developing asthma and a 43 percent 
higher risk of chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease. 

According to the study authors, 
their findings have implications not 
only for human health but also for 
environmental health, as several 

VOCs emitted by consumer products 
also cause outdoor air pollution. A 
previous study estimated that half 
the VOCs responsible for air pollution 
stem from consumer products.

The new analysis which tested 30 
cleaning products,such as specific 
cleaners for floors, walls and glass, 
as well as multi-purpose cleaners, 
air fresheners, and disinfectants, 
including cleaning products labeled 
‘green’ found significant VOCs in the 
products tested. 

The analysis showed a total of 530 
unique VOCs in the 30 products tested. 
Of these, 193 VOCs were hazardous, 
meaning they have the potential to 
be harmful to health. The study also 
showed air fresheners to be the overall 
highest emitters of hazardous VOCs 
per product and per application.

On the positive side, researchers 
behind the new study found that 
cleaning products certified to be 
‘green’ emitted fewer VOCs than 

conventional products — about 
half the number on average. They 
also found that the green products 
labeled as ‘fragrance free’ produced 
the fewest VOC emissions of all the 
products — nearly eight times less 
than conventional products. 

The study also confirmed that 
the ‘green’ products they sampled 
not only released significantly fewer 
VOCs, but also lower amounts than 
their conventional counterparts. 
Even the highest emission among 
the green cleaners, methanol, is a 
less-potent hazard than some of the 
other chemicals emitted from the 
conventional products.

Unfortunately, apart from 
established certifications such as 
the ‘Safer Choice’ option certified 
by the United States’ Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), and similar 
official authentications in a few other 
countries, it can be very hard to verify 
claims of ‘green’ labeled products and 
to know if they are actually safer,

Products labeled ‘green’ emitted 
about half the number of VOCs 
and about eight times fewer VOC 
emissions than conventional 
products. Fragrance-free products 
produced about four times fewer 
emissions than even the products 
that were labeled to be only ‘green’. 
That pattern also held true for 
the number of VOCs considered 
hazardous in the products. 




