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Reconnaissance  Research
selects 20 participants for 

inaugural 'Window to the World' 
youth dialogue program

Reconnaissance Research has completed the 
selection of participants for the inaugural 

edition of Window to the World, a new youth 
dialogue initiative bringing together young people 
in Kuwait with ambassadors, heads of international 
organizations and business leaders through small, 
closed-door conversations.

The program, which begins on Monday, July 
20, received around 50 applications from young 
people representing diverse national and academic 
backgrounds in Kuwait. 

Continued on Page 6

Kuwait Launches Sweeping
Drive to Restore Order and Safety

‘Jleeb Was on the Brink of Disaster’
The Times Kuwait Report

Kuwait has launched one of its most 
comprehensive urban enforcement and 
rehabilitation campaigns, with Jleeb Al-

Shuyoukh at the center of a large-scale, multi-
agency operation aimed at eliminating decades 
of violations, improving public safety, and 
paving the way for long-term redevelopment. 

First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef described 
the district as having reached “the brink of 
disaster,” saying years of overcrowding, illegal 
construction, poor planning, and repeated 
regulatory violations had pushed the area to 
a critical point where decisive government 
intervention became unavoidable. 

“The situation in Jleeb could no longer 
be ignored,” the minister said, explaining 

that successive governments had attempted 
numerous solutions over the years, but the 
problems continued to escalate. He likened the 
current campaign to a doctor’s last resort after 
all other treatments had failed, stressing that the 
operation was a necessity rather than a choice. 

Years of neglect created serious risks
O!cials said Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh’s problems 

accumulated over many years as residential 
buildings were illegally converted into 
overcrowded labor accommodations, with 
apartments divided into multiple rooms far 
beyond their intended capacity.

The resulting strain on electricity, water 
and sewage infrastructure, coupled with poor 
building maintenance, signi"cantly increased 
"re hazards and compromised structural safety.

Continued on Page 13 
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Speaking to The Times Kuwait Ambassador Dooms described 
bilateral ties as “excellent,” noting that both nations share a 
deep commitment to multilateralism, international law and 

constructive diplomacy.

Six Decades of Strong Relations
Belgium and Kuwait celebrated the 60th anniversary of 

diplomatic relations in 2024, re#ecting decades of friendship built 
on mutual respect and shared values.

According to Ambassador Dooms, while political relations 
remain exceptionally strong, there is considerable scope to 
elevate cooperation further, particularly in trade, investment and 
commercial partnerships.

A signi"cant milestone is expected later this year when Belgian 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign A$airs H.E. Maxime 
Prévot is scheduled to visit Kuwait on 2-3 November 2026 to lead 
the Belgian delegation during bilateral political consultations.

The visit is expected to advance discussions on a comprehensive 
Memorandum of Understanding covering multiple areas of 
cooperation.

Expanding Economic Cooperation
Belgium sees enormous potential for collaboration in 

several strategic sectors including: Healthcare, Infrastructure 
development, Port management, Defence industries, Arti"cial 
Intelligence, Renewable energy and Advanced technology

Ambassador Dooms said Belgian companies possess world-
class expertise in these sectors but acknowledged they need to 

become more visible within Kuwait’s increasingly competitive 
marketplace. He noted that while many Belgian companies already 
operate successfully across the Gulf region, Kuwait now presents 
signi"cant new opportunities as the country’s investment 
climate continues to improve. Recent interest from Belgian 
businesses re#ects growing con"dence in Kuwait’s economic 
reforms and its commitment to attracting foreign investment, 
although administrative procedures still require streamlining to 
match the pace seen elsewhere in the GCC.

Port of Antwerp-Bruges Strengthens Regional Links
Belgium’s globally renowned Port of Antwerp-Bruges 

continues expanding its presence across the Gulf through 
strategic partnerships. The ambassador highlighted the port’s 
major involvement in developing Oman’s Port of Duqm, while also 
emphasizing its longstanding cooperation with the Kuwait Ports 
Authority (KPA).

The partnership includes maritime expertise, port management 
consultancy and specialized logistics training for Kuwaiti 
delegations visiting Belgium. Beyond maritime cooperation, 
substantial Kuwaiti investments in Belgium’s petrochemical sector 
continue to reinforce the strong economic relationship between 
both countries.

Belgium Encourages Kuwaiti Investment
Ambassador Dooms welcomed greater Kuwaiti investment 

into Belgium, noting that Kuwait already enjoys a signi"cant 
commercial presence through more than 500 Q8 fuel stations 
operating across Belgium.

He encouraged prospective Kuwaiti investors to work 
closely with the Kuwaiti Embassy in Brussels, the Arab-Belgian-
Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce and Belgium’s regional 
investment agencies to explore opportunities across Flanders, 
Wallonia and Brussels.

Innovation and Healthcare Partnerships
Belgium’s reputation as one of Europe’s leading centres for 

scienti"c research and innovation presents another promising 
avenue for cooperation.

A notable example is the long-standing partnership between 
Belgium’s internationally acclaimed nanotechnology research 
institute IMEC and Kuwait University, which focuses on advanced 
silicon solar cell technologies.

Ambassador Dooms expressed hope that similar collaborations 
could soon emerge in "elds such as Arti"cial Intelligence, 
cybersecurity and advanced digital technologies.

Healthcare remains another priority sector.
Belgium is currently exploring closer institutional cooperation 

between Belgian and Kuwaiti hospitals, building on the country’s 
internationally recognised medical expertise.

Institutions such as the Jules Bordet Institute, renowned 
globally for cancer treatment, together with Belgium’s leadership 
in fertility medicine and bariatric surgery, provide signi"cant 
opportunities for future collaboration.

Education and Cultural Exchange
Belgium is home to several internationally respected 

universities o$ering high-quality programmes in medicine, 
engineering, science and technology.

The ambassador acknowledged that relatively few Kuwaiti 
students currently choose Belgium for higher education and 
said increasing awareness of Belgian universities will become an 
important priority.

On the cultural front, the Belgian Embassy actively participates 
in Francophonie Month, organising musical performances and 
poetry events while also promoting iconic Belgian cultural 
symbols including Tintin and The Smurfs, which continue to enjoy 
worldwide popularity.

Kuwait’s Role in Regional Stability
Commenting on regional a$airs, Ambassador Dooms praised 

Kuwait’s measured diplomatic approach during periods of regional 
tension. He said Kuwait continues to demonstrate restraint while 

working closely with international partners to prevent further 
escalation and promote peaceful dialogue.

Although Kuwait often works quietly behind the scenes, he 
said the country’s diplomatic e$orts contribute meaningfully to 
regional peace and stability.

Belgium Invites Kuwaitis to Discover Its Heritage
For Kuwaiti travellers considering Belgium as their next 

European destination, Ambassador Dooms recommended 
exploring far more than just Brussels.

Among his top recommendations are: Bruges, famous for 
its fairy-tale medieval architecture, Antwerp, celebrated for 
shopping, diamonds and vibrant city life, Brussels, o$ering world-
famous gastronomy, history and the magni"cent Grand Place, 
Ghent, praised for its medieval beauty, lively cultural atmosphere 
and exceptional cuisine,The Ardennes, known for breathtaking 
natural landscapes and outdoor experiences.

The ambassador also highlighted Belgium’s spectacular 
Ommegang Festival, a historic pageant in Brussels featuring 
around 1,400 participants in elaborate period costumes recreating 
the ceremonial entry of Emperor Charles V and the future King 
Philip II.

Direct Flights Remain a Priority
One of the embassy’s major objectives is securing direct 

air connectivity between Kuwait and Brussels. Ambassador 
Dooms said the absence of non-stop #ights places Belgium 
at a competitive disadvantage compared to other European 
destinations and expressed optimism that progress could be 
achieved on this important initiative.

Celebrating Belgium’s National Day
Belgium celebrates its National Day annually on 21 July, 

commemorating the historic moment in 1831 when Leopold I 
took the constitutional oath as the country’s "rst King following 
Belgium’s independence.

National Day celebrations include military parades, aerial 
displays by the Belgian Armed Forces, cultural performances, 
public festivities throughout Brussels and a spectacular "reworks 
display that brings the celebrations to a memorable close.

For Belgians, the day represents not only national independence 
but also the resilience of a nation whose history has been shaped 
by perseverance, unity and democratic values.

Belgium Sees New Opportunities
to Elevate Strategic Partnership with Kuwait

As Belgium prepares to celebrate its National Day on 21 July, Belgian Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Christian Dooms has 
highlighted the growing strength of Belgium-Kuwait relations, expressing confidence that the longstanding partnership is 
entering a new phase marked by stronger economic cooperation, innovation, healthcare, education and cultural exchange.

Ambassador Dooms 
welcomed greater Kuwaiti 
investment into Belgium, 
noting that Kuwait already 
enjoys a significant 
commercial presence 
through more than 500 
Q8 fuel stations operating 
across Belgium.
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Kuwait’s investments in U.S. Treasury 
securities climbed to $66.81 billion at 
the end of May 2026, re#ecting strong 

long-term con"dence in U.S. government debt 
despite a slight monthly decline from the record 
level reached in April.

According to the latest data released 
by the U.S. Treasury Department, Kuwait’s 
holdings increased by 17.17 percent year-on-
year, equivalent to an additional $9.79 billion, 
compared with $57.02 billion recorded in May 
2025. Since the beginning of 2026, Kuwait’s 
investments have also grown by $760 million, 

or 1.15 percent, rising from $66.05 billion at the 
end of last year. 

However, on a monthly basis, Kuwait’s 
Treasury holdings eased by 1.11 percent, 
declining by $750 million from the all-time 
high of $67.56 billion registered at the end of 
April 2026. Despite the modest pullback, the 
country’s overall exposure to U.S. government 
securities remains close to record levels. 

Long-term Treasury securities continued 
to dominate Kuwait’s investment portfolio, 
accounting for $64.25 billion, while short-
term Treasury bills stood at $2.56 billion, 
underscoring the country’s preference for 
longer-duration investments. 

The latest "gures reinforce Kuwait’s 
position as one of the Gulf region’s major 
investors in U.S. sovereign debt. Such 
investments form an important component 

of the country’s foreign reserve and sovereign 
investment strategy, o$ering liquidity, 
stability, and relatively low risk.

Globally, foreign holdings of U.S. Treasury 
securities totaled $9.37 trillion at the end of 
May 2026, highlighting continued international 
demand for U.S. government debt despite 
changing global interest rate conditions. 

Economists note that #uctuations in Treasury 
holdings often re#ect portfolio rebalancing 
rather than a shift in investment strategy. 
Kuwait’s consistently high level of investment in 
U.S. Treasuries indicates continued con"dence 
in the asset class as a key component of its 
international investment portfolio.

Kuwait’s Holdings of U.S. Treasury
Securities Rise to $66.81 Billion

Kuwait Caps 
Cash Payments at 
Private Healthcare 
Facilities to KD10

Kuwait has introduced a new regulation 
limiting cash payments at private 

healthcare facilities to a maximum of KD10, with 
all higher-value transactions now required to be 
made through approved banking channels or 

electronic payment systems.
Issued under Ministerial Resolution No. 110 

of 2026, the measure applies to all Ministry of 
Health-licensed private healthcare providers, 
including hospitals, medical centres, clinics and 
home healthcare services. The regulation took 
e$ect immediately upon its issuance on July 13. 

Under the new rules, any payment exceeding 
KD10 must be processed through banking 
channels or electronic payment systems 
approved by the Central Bank of Kuwait, as 
part of the government’s broader e$orts to 
strengthen "nancial transparency, improve 
oversight and accelerate the country’s transition 
to a digital economy. 

Authorities said the move is intended to 

enhance payment security, improve "nancial 
monitoring and reduce reliance on cash 
transactions within the private healthcare sector.

Private healthcare establishments that fail 
to comply with the new regulations face strict 
penalties under Decree Law No. 10 of 1979, 
including possible closure of the facility, referral 
to the competent investigation authorities and 
other legal action. The resolution also repeals 
any previous provisions that con#ict with the 
new rules. 

The latest measure forms part of Kuwait’s 
ongoing drive to modernize "nancial practices 
across key service sectors by promoting 
electronic payments, strengthening regulatory 
compliance and enhancing accountability.

Long-term U.S. Treasury securities remain the cornerstone of
Kuwait's overseas investment strategy as holdings stay near record highs.
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Kuwait grants first 15-year Golden 
Residency to Lulu Group chairman

First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad 
Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah presented 

Kuwait’s "rst 15-year Golden Residency 
permit to Lulu Group International 
Chairman Yusu$ Ali M.A., under the 
country’s newly approved Golden 
Residency system.

The Ministry of Interior said in 
a statement that the ceremony 
was attended by Acting Assistant 
Undersecretary for Support Security 
Services Brig. Gen. Fawaz Al-Roumi, 
noting that the move comes as part of 
the government’s e$orts to support 
the national economy and enhance 
Kuwait’s investment environment.

Sheikh Fahad said the launch of the 
Golden Residency scheme represents 
a strategic step toward developing the 
country’s residency system, attracting 
high-quality investments and capital, 
and strengthening Kuwait’s position 
as an attractive economic hub in line 

with the state’s development plans and 
future vision.

He added that granting the 
Golden Residency re#ects the state’s 
commitment to providing a stable 
and investment-friendly environment, 
enhancing con"dence in Kuwait’s 

administrative and legislative 
framework, and contributing to 
sustainable economic development.

The minister said the Ministry of 
Interior, in coordination with the Kuwait 
Direct Investment Promotion Authority 
(KDIPA) and the Public Authority 

for Civil Information (PACI), had 
developed an integrated Golden 
Residency framework based on clear 
standards and criteria that align with 
international best practices while 
maintaining legal and regulatory 
safeguards.

Sheikh Fahad rea!rmed 
the ministry’s commitment to 
continuously developing its 
services and providing qualitative 
facilities for investors in a manner 
that re#ects Kuwait’s modern 
image, strengthens con"dence and 

stability, and serves the country’s 
higher interests.

He added that the Golden 
Residency program underscores 
the state’s commitment to 
supporting partnerships with 
the investment sector and 
enabling investors to conduct 
their business in a secure and 
stable environment, stressing that 
e$orts will continue to modernize 
relevant systems and procedures 
in line with evolving economic and 
development needs.

Al Muzaini Exchange Expands 
International Remittance 

Capabilities Through Strategic 
Partnership with MoneyGram

Al Muzaini Exchange, one of Kuwait’s longest-established and 
most trusted "nancial service providers, has announced a 
strategic partnership with MoneyGram, one of the world’s 

leading global payments networks, to further strengthen its 
international remittance capabilities across the country.

Through this collaboration, Al Muzaini customers can now send 
and receive cross-border money transfers from Al Muzaini branches 
through MoneyGram’s extensive global payments network. Al Muzaini 
customers can select how their loved ones abroad receive the funds, 
including direct bank account and mobile wallet transfers or cash 
pickup at nearly 500,000 MoneyGram locations worldwide.

The partnership enhances Al Muzaini’s ability to provide customers 
with greater #exibility and vast international reach across more 
than 200 countries and territories. By combining Al Muzaini’s strong 
nationwide presence with MoneyGram’s expansive omnichannel 
infrastructure, the integration delivers a secure and streamlined 
remittance experience.

Al Muzaini Exchange operates one of the largest foreign exchange 
and remittance retail networks in Kuwait, with more than 145 branches 
across the country, including a 24-hour branch at Kuwait International 
Airport. The company continues to strengthen its service portfolio by 
partnering with globally recognized payment networks to meet the 
evolving needs of individuals, families and businesses.

Commenting on the partnership, Hugh Fernandes, General Manager 
of Al Muzaini Exchange, said: “For over 80 years, Al Muzaini Exchange 
has stood as a pillar of Kuwait’s "nancial services landscape, delivering 
trusted foreign exchange and international remittance solutions. This 
partnership with MoneyGram further strengthens our global reach 
and enhances the range of options we can o$er customers seeking 
reliable and convenient cross-border services.”

Highlighting the strategic importance of the collaboration, 
Ahmed Aly, General Manager Middle East, Asia Paci"c and Africa at 
MoneyGram, emphasized the shared vision behind the partnership: 
“Kuwait is one of the most dynamic remittance markets in the Gulf, and 
this collaboration marks a signi"cant step in expanding MoneyGram’s 
regional presence. Partnering with Al Muzaini Exchange brings 
together two trusted institutions in cross-border payments, allowing 
us to deliver greater accessibility, choice and value to customers who 
depend on secure and e!cient international money transfers.

”This partnership re#ects a mutual commitment to strengthening 
global money movement and supporting Kuwait’s evolving demand 
for faster, safer and more accessible "nancial connectivity.
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Eight of Kuwait’s most accomplished 
corporate leaders have been named 
among CNBC Arabia’s Top 100 Business 

Leaders for 2026, highlighting the country’s 
continued prominence in the regional business 
landscape and the strength of its leading 
"nancial and commercial institutions. The 
recognition celebrates executives whose 
leadership, strategic vision and innovation 
have played a pivotal role in shaping economic 
growth across the Gulf region. 

The annual CNBC Arabia list honors 
in#uential business leaders from across the GCC 
and Egypt who have demonstrated exceptional 
leadership while steering their organizations 
through an increasingly competitive and 
rapidly evolving economic environment. 
Unlike a traditional ranking, the list recognizes 
outstanding executives from diverse sectors 
based on a comprehensive evaluation of their 
business impact. 

Kuwait’s distinguished leaders
The eight Kuwait-based executives featured 

on this year’s list represent some of the 
country’s most prominent institutions:
Issam Al-Sager, Vice Chairman and Group 
CEO, National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
Khaled Al-Shamlan, Group CEO, Kuwait 
Finance House (KFH)
Elham Mahfouz, CEO, Commercial Bank of 
Kuwait (CBK)
Bader Al-Khara!, Vice Chairman and Group 
CEO, Zain Group
Mohammed Al-Osaimi, CEO, Boursa Kuwait
Barathan Pasupathi, Chief Executive O!cer, 
Jazeera Airways
Waleed Al-Shuraiaan, Chief Executive O!cer, 
Mabanee Company
Hanadi Al-Saleh, Chairperson, Agility 

Collectively, these leaders represent 
industries that form the backbone of 
Kuwait’s economy, including banking, 
telecommunications, aviation, logistics, real 
estate development and capital markets.

Re#ecting Kuwait’s economic transformation
The recognition comes at a time when Kuwait 

is accelerating e$orts to diversify its economy, 
strengthen the private sector and attract 
greater domestic and foreign investment under 
the framework of Kuwait Vision 2035.

The selected executives have led 
organizations that continue to expand 
regionally and internationally while embracing 
digital transformation, sustainability initiatives, 
operational excellence and innovation. 
Their leadership has helped their respective 

companies navigate evolving market 
conditions, enhance shareholder value and 
contribute signi"cantly to Kuwait’s economic 
development.

The banking sector, represented by NBK, 
Kuwait Finance House and Commercial Bank 
of Kuwait, continues to be one of the country’s 
strongest economic pillars, maintaining 
robust capital positions and expanding digital 
"nancial services. Meanwhile, Zain Group has 
reinforced its position as one of the Middle 
East’s leading telecommunications companies 
through investments in digital infrastructure 
and emerging technologies.

In the aviation sector, Jazeera Airways has 
continued to strengthen its regional footprint 
by expanding destinations and #eet capacity 

while enhancing passenger services. Boursa 
Kuwait has played a key role in developing the 
country’s capital markets, attracting greater 
investor participation and supporting market 
modernization. Mabanee has remained one 
of the region’s leading real estate developers, 
while Agility continues to expand its global 
logistics and supply chain operations.

Selection based on !ve key pillars
According to CNBC Arabia, the selection 

process is based on "ve principal criteria: 
Financial performance, Economic impact, 
Innovation, Corporate governance and 
Resilience and sustainability.

These benchmarks are designed to identify 
executives who not only deliver strong "nancial 
results but also create long-term value through 
responsible leadership, strategic foresight and 
sustainable business practices.

Recognition beyond corporate success
Industry observers note that the inclusion 

of eight Kuwait-based business leaders re#ects 
the country’s continuing ability to produce 
globally respected corporate leadership 
despite regional and international economic 
challenges. The recognition also highlights 
Kuwait’s importance as a regional "nancial and 
commercial hub, with its leading companies 
continuing to compete successfully across 
international markets.

For Kuwait, the presence of eight 
distinguished leaders on one of the region’s 
most respected business lists serves as another 
a!rmation of the country’s growing in#uence 
in regional commerce and its commitment 
to building globally competitive institutions 
capable of driving long-term economic 
prosperity. 

Eight Kuwait Business Leaders Earn Place
on CNBC Arabia’s Prestigious Top 100 List

Recognition underscores Kuwait’s growing influence across
banking, telecom, aviation, logistics, real estate and capital markets

Kuwait’s Criminal Court has sentenced nine Egyptian 
nationals to 10 years’ imprisonment each after convicting 

them in a major KD22.3 million money laundering case, one 
of the country’s largest "nancial crime prosecutions in recent 
years. In addition to the prison sentences, the court imposed 

"nes totaling KD44.6 million—equivalent to twice the value 
of the illicit funds involved—and ordered the con"scation of 
assets linked to the o$ences. The convicted individuals will 
also be deported upon completion of their prison terms, in 
accordance with Kuwaiti law. 

According to court "ndings, the defendants were found 
guilty of laundering approximately KD22.3 million through 

a network of "nancial transactions designed to disguise the 
origin of illegally obtained funds. Investigators determined 
that the group had used multiple bank accounts and complex 
"nancial movements to conceal the proceeds and integrate 
them into the legitimate "nancial system.

The case was uncovered following extensive investigations 
by the competent authorities, who traced suspicious 
transactions and gathered "nancial evidence linking the 
accused to the laundering operation. The investigation 
formed part of Kuwait’s ongoing e$orts to strengthen 
oversight of "nancial activities and combat economic crimes.

The Criminal Court ruled that the evidence presented 
by prosecutors including "nancial records, banking 
documentation and investigative "ndings was su!cient 
to establish the defendants’ involvement in laundering the 
proceeds of unlawful activities.

In addition to the custodial sentences and "nancial 
penalties, the court ordered the con"scation of all assets 
and funds connected to the o$ences to prevent any further 
bene"t from the illicit proceeds.

The ruling re#ects Kuwait’s "rm stance against money 
laundering and "nancial crimes, reinforcing the country’s 
commitment to protecting the integrity of its banking system 
and complying with international standards on combating 
money laundering and terrorist "nancing.

Authorities have repeatedly emphasized that "nancial 
crimes will be dealt with "rmly, warning that individuals and 
organizations involved in laundering illicit funds will face 
severe legal consequences, including lengthy prison terms, 
substantial "nes and deportation where applicable.

The judgment is subject to the normal legal appeal 
procedures.

Kuwait Court Sentences Nine Egyptians to 10 
Years in KD22.3 Million Money Laundering Case

Defendants also !ned KD44.6 million and ordered deported after serving prison terms

Reconnaissance Research
selects 20 participants for 

inaugural 'Window to the World' 
youth dialogue program

Continued from Page 1

Following a competitive application and interview process, 
20 participants were selected to form the program’s inaugural 
cohort.

Running from July 20 to 23, the program will feature eight 
distinguished speakers, each participating in a dedicated 
45-minute session. The speakers represent diplomacy, 
international organizations and a diverse range of professional 
sectors, including aviation, food and beverage, fast-moving 
consumer goods, media and journalism.

The format is designed to allow participants to engage directly 
with each guest through focused, interactive conversations 
rather than traditional lectures or formal presentations. 
Discussions will explore the speakers’ personal and professional 
journeys, leadership, career development, decision-making, 
overcoming setbacks and the experiences that shaped their 
paths.

“Window to the World was created to give young people 
something increasingly rare, yet profoundly valuable: the 
opportunity to engage directly with ambassadors, heads of 
international organizations and business leaders through open 
and candid conversations. We believe meaningful dialogue 
can play an important role in shaping young minds by giving 
participants direct access to the experiences, challenges and 
perspectives of accomplished leaders,” said Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri, 
Founder and Chief Executive O!cer of Reconnaissance Research.

The Times Kuwait is the O!cial English Media Partner of the 
inaugural Window to the World program.
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The curtain has fallen on the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup, bringing to a close a month 
of unforgettable football, dramatic 

upsets and individual brilliance.
Hosted across the United States, Canada and 

Mexico, the "rst 48-team World Cup concluded 
with Spain lifting the coveted trophy after 
defeating Argentina in a thrilling "nal, while 
the tournament also produced new heroes and 
historic milestones.

Spain’s triumph marked a return to the 
pinnacle of world football, capping an 
impressive campaign built on disciplined 
defending, creative mid"eld play and clinical 
"nishing.

Their victory earned La Roja a second FIFA 
World Cup title, adding to the crown they won 
in South Africa in 2010 and rea!rming their 
place among football’s elite.

Argentina entered the "nal hoping to retain 
the title they won in Qatar in 2022 and provide 
Lionel Messi with another fairytale ending.

Despite a spirited performance, the South 
Americans were unable to overcome a well-
organized Spanish side that rose to the occasion 
on football’s biggest stage.

The "nal itself showcased everything that 
makes the FIFA World Cup the world’s premier 
sporting event, high intensity, moments of 
individual brilliance and relentless drama until 
the "nal whistle.

Fans across the globe witnessed a "tting 
conclusion to a tournament that consistently 
delivered excitement from the opening match 
to the championship decider.

One of the standout stories of the tournament 
was the race for the Golden Boot, awarded to 
the competition’s leading goalscorer.

France’s Kylian Mbappé once again 
demonstrated why he is regarded as one of 
the "nest forwards of his generation, "nishing 
among the tournament’s top scorers after 
another exceptional World Cup campaign.

Major Individual Awards
• Golden Ball (Best Player): Rodri
• Golden Boot (Top Scorer): Kylian Mbappé – 10 
goals.
• Golden Glove (Best Goalkeeper): Unai Simón
• Best Young Player: Pau Cubarsí

Mbappé also etched his name deeper 
into football history by becoming the World 
Cup’s all-time leading goalscorer during the 

tournament, surpassing Lionel Messi’s tally.
Although Messi entered the "nal with an 

opportunity to reclaim the record, the French 
striker ultimately "nished the competition as 
the tournament’s most proli"c scorer.

Beyond the Golden Boot battle, several 
players enhanced their reputations with 
outstanding performances.

Young stars announced themselves on 
the global stage, experienced campaigners 
delivered when it mattered most, and 
goalkeepers produced remarkable displays that 
often proved decisive in knockout matches.

The expanded 48-team format introduced 
a new dimension to the tournament, giving 
more nations the opportunity to compete while 
producing several memorable surprises.

Emerging football nations challenged 
established powers, illustrating the continued 
growth and competitiveness of the global 
game.

The 2026 edition also highlighted football’s 
remarkable ability to unite people across 
cultures and continents.

Millions packed stadiums across North 
America, while billions more followed the 
action from around the world, celebrating the 
shared passion that makes the World Cup the 

most watched sporting event on the planet.
For Spain, the victory represents the reward 

for years of rebuilding and investing in a new 
generation of talented players.

Their success demonstrated the value of 
technical excellence, tactical discipline and 
teamwork throughout the tournament.

For Argentina, the defeat marks the end of 
another memorable World Cup journey, while 
Lionel Messi leaves the global stage having 
further cemented his status as one of the 
greatest players in football histo

Regardless of the result, his in#uence on the 
tournament and on the sport itself remains 
immeasurable.

As the celebrations kicked o$ in Spain 
and the rest of the football world re#ects on 
another unforgettable World Cup, attention 
will gradually turn toward the next global 
showpiece. New stars have emerged, fresh 
rivalries have been born and another chapter 
has been written in football’s rich history.

The FIFA World Cup 2026 will be remembered 
not only for its champion but also for its thrilling 
matches, record-breaking performances 
and the enduring spirit of competition that 
continues to make the tournament the pinnacle 
of international football.

A World Cup to remember, A World Cup to remember, 

Spain crowned champions
Mbappé takes the Golden Boot

Golden Ball
(Best Player): Rodri

Golden Boot (Top Scorer):
Kylian Mbappé – 10 goals

Golden Glove (Best Goalkeeper): 
Unai Simón

Best Young Player:
Pau Cubars
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June 29 • 11.30pm
Boston, USA

VS
 

July 1 • 12.00am
New York/New Jersey, USA

VS

June 29 • 8.00pm
Houston, USA

VS

June 30 • 8.00pm
Dallas, USA

VS
 

July 2 • 3.00am
San Francisco Bay Area, USA

VS
 

July 1 • 11.00pm
Seattle, USA

VS

 

July 3 • 6.00am
Vancouver, Canada

VS

 

July 4 • 4.30am
Kansas City, USA

VS

July 3 • 2.00am
Toronto, Canada

VS

July 2 • 10.00pm
Los Angeles, USA

VS

July 4 • 1.00am
Miami, USA

VS

July 3 • 9.00pm
Dallas, USA

VS

June 28 • 10.00pm
Los Angeles, USA

VS

June 30 • 4.00am
Monterrey, Mexico

VS

July 1 • 4.00am
Mexico City, Mexico

VS

 

July 1 • 7.00pm
Atlanta, USA

VS

July 6 • 10.00pm
Dallas, USA

VS

July 7 • 3.00am
Seattle, USA

VS

July 7 • 7.00pm
Atlanta, USA

VS

July 7 • 11.00pm
Vancouver, Canada

VS VS

July 10 • 10.00pm
Los Angeles, USA

July 12 • 4.00am
Kansas City, USA

VS VS

July 9 • 11.00pm
Boston, USA

July 12 • 12.00am
Miami, USA

VS

July 5 • 12.00am
Philadelphia, USA

VS

July 4 • 8.00pm
Houston, USA

VS

July 5 • 11.00pm
New York/New Jersey, USA

VS

July 6 • 3.00am
Mexico City, Mexico

VS

July 14 • 10.00pm
Dallas, USA

FINAL
July 19 • 10.00pm • New York/New Jersey, USA

VS

July 19 • 12.00am
Miami, USA

VS

July 15 • 10.00pm
Atlanta, USA
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2026
Germany Brazil

Brazil

C. d’Ivoire

Mexico

Mexico

Australia

Colombia
Colombia

Switzerland

Switzerland

Switzerland

Argentina

Argentina

Argentina

Argentina

Argentina

England

England

England

England

England

France

France

France

France

FranceS Africa

Portugal

Portugal

Spain

Spain

Spain

Spain

Spain
Belgium

Belgium

Belgium

USA

USA

Netherlands

Paraguay

Paraguay

Japan

Norway

Norway

Norway

Ecuador

Egypt

Egypt

Ghana

Algeria

Cape Verde

DR Congo

Sweden

Canada

Canada

Croatia

Austria

Senegal

Bosnia & 
Herzegovina

Morocco

Morocco

Morocco

VS

VS

MEX

CAN

BRA

USA

KOR

QAT

HAI

AUS

SWI

SCO

USA

MEX

CAN

BRA

SWI

SCO

SAF

MOR

PAR

SAF

MOR

PAR

SWI

SCO

SAF

MOR

AUS

KOR

QAT

HAI

PAR

MEX

CAN

BRA

USA

KOR

QAT

HAI

AUS

June 11 • 10.00pm
Mexico City, Mexico

June 12 • 5.00am
Guadalajara, Mexico

June 18 • 7.00pm
Atlanta, USA

June 19 • 4.00am
Guadalajara, Mexico

June 25 • 4.00am
Mexico City, Mexico

June 25 • 4.00am
Monterrey, Mexico

June 12 • 10.00pm
Toronto, Canada

June 13 • 10.00pm
San Francisco
Bay Area, USA

June 18 • 10.00pm
Los Angeles, USA

June 19 • 1.00Am
Vancouver, Canada

June 24 • 10.00pm
Vancouver, Canada

June 24 • 10.00pm
Seattle, USA

June 14 • 1.00am
New York/New Jersey, USA

June 14 • 4.00am
Boston, USA

June 20 • 1.00am
Boston, USA

June 20 • 3.30am
Philadelphia, USA

June 25 • 1.00am
Miami, USA

June 25 • 1.00am
Atlanta, USA

June 13 • 4.00am
Los Angeles, USA

June 14 • 7.00am
Vancouver, Canada

June 19 • 10.00pm
Seattle, USA

June 20 • 6.00am
San Francisco
Bay Area, USA

June 26 • 5.00am
Los Angeles, USA

June 14 • 8.00pm
Houston, USA

June 15 • 2.00am
Philadelphia, USA

June 20 • 11.00pm
Toronto, Canada

June 26 • 5.00am
San Francisco
Bay Area, USA

GROUP A

GROUP B

GROUP C

GROUP D

CZE

TUR

CZE

TUR

BOS

BOS

CZE

TUR

BOS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

MEXICO • SOUTH AFRICA • SOUTH KOREA  • CZECH REPUBLIC

CANDA • BOSNIA • QATAR • SWITZERLAND

BRAZIL • MOROCCO • HAITI • SCOTLAND

USA • PARAGUAY • AUSTRALIA • TURKEY

GER

IVC

GER

ECU

CUR

ECU

CUR

ECU

IVC

CUR

IVC

GER

GROUP E

June 21 • 3.00am
Kansas City, USA

June 25 • 11.00pm
Philadelphia, USA
June 25 • 11.00pm
New York/New Jersey

USA

GERMANY • CURACAO • IVORY COAST • ECUADOR

NED

NED

TUN

JPN

TUN

JPN
TUN

JPN

NED

June 14 • 11.00pm
Dallas, USA

June 15 • 5.00am
Monterrey, Mexico

GROUP F

SWE

SWE

SWE

June 20 • 8.00pm
Houston, USA

June 21 • 7.00am
Monterrey, Mexico

June 26 • 2.00am
Dallas, USA

June 26 • 2.00am
Kansas City, USA

NETHERLANDS • JAPAN • SWEDEN • TUNISIA

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS

VS
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BEL

ESP

FRA

ARG

IRN

SAU

AUT

BEL

ESP

FRA

ARG

NZL

URU

NOR

JOR

EGY

CPV

NOR

ALG

NZL

URU

SEN

JOR

EGY

CPV

SEN

ALG

NZL

URU

NOR

JOR

IRN

SAU

AUT

EGY

CPV

SEN

ALG

IRN

SAU

FRA

AUT

BEL

ESP

ARG

June 15 • 10.00pm
Seattle, USA

June 15 • 7.00pm
Atlanta, USA

June 16 • 10.00pm
New York/New Jersey

USA

June 17 • 4.00am
Kansas City, USA

June 16 • 4.00am
Los Angeles, USA

June 16 • 1.00am
Miami, USA

June 17 • 1.00am
Boston, USA

June 17 • 7.00am
San Francisco
Bay Area, USA

GROUP G

GROUP H

GROUP I

GROUP J

IRQ

IRQ

IRQ

June 21 • 10.00pm
Los Angeles, USA

June 21 • 7.00pm
Atlanta, USA

June 23 • 12.00am
Philadelphia, USA

June 22 • 8.00pm
Dallas, USA

June 22 • 4.00am
Vancouver, Canada

June 22 • 1.00am
Miami, USA

June 23 • 3.00am
New York/New Jersey

USA

June 23 • 6.00am
San Francisco
Bay Area, USA

June 27 • 6.00am
Seattle, USA

June 27 • 3.00am
Houston, USA

June 26 • 10.00pm
Boston, USA

June 28 • 5.00am
Kansas City, USA

June 27 • 6.00am
Vancouver, Canada

June 27 • 3.00am
Guadalajara, Mexico

June 26 • 10.00pm
Toronto, Canada

June 28 • 5.00am
Dallas, USA

BELGIUM • EGYPT • IRAN • NEW ZEALAND

SPAIN • CAPE VERDE • SAUDI ARABIA • URUGUAY

FRANCE • SENEGAL • IRAQ • NORWAY

ARGENTINA • ALGERIA • AUSTRIA • JORDAN

POR

UZB

POR

COL

COL

COL

UZB

POR

UZB

June 17 • 8.00pm
Houston, USA

June 18 • 5.00am
Mexico City, Mexico

GROUP K

DRC

DRC

DRC

June 23 • 8.00pm
Houston, USA

June 24 • 5.00am
Guadalajara, Mexico

June 28 • 2.30am
Miami, USA

June 28 • 2.30am
Atlanta, USA

PORTUGAL • DR CONGO • UZBEKISTAN • COLOMBIA

ENG

GHA

ENG

PAN

PAN

CRO

CRO

PAN

GHA

CRO

ENG

GHA

June 17 • 11.00pm
Dallas, USA

June 18 • 2.00am
Toronto, Canada

GROUP L

June 23 • 11.00pm
Boston, USA

June 24 • 2.00am
Toronto, Canada

June 28 • 12.00am
New York/New Jersey

USA

June 28 • 12.00am
Philadelphia, USA

ENGLAND • CROATIA • GHANA • PANAMA

Group A P W D L GF Pts

Mexico 3 3 0 0 6 9

S Africa 3 1 1 1 2 4

S Korea 3 1 0 2 2 3

Czechia 3 0 1 2 2 1

Group B P W D L GF Pts

Switzerland 3 2 1 0 7 7

Canada 3 1 1 1 8 4

Bos & Herz 3 1 1 1 5 4

Qatar 3 0 1 2 2 1

Group C P W D L GF Pts

Brazil 3 2 1 0 7 7

Morocco 3 2 1 0 6 7

Scotland 3 1 0 2 1 3

Haiti 3 0 0 3 2 0

Group D P W D L GF Pts

USA 3 2 0 1 8 6

Australia 3 1 1 1 2 4

Paraguay 3 1 1 1 2 4

Turkey 3 1 0 2 3 3

Group E P W D L GF Pts

Germany 3 2 0 1 10 6

C. d’Ivoire 3 2 0 1 4 6

Ecuador  3 1 1 1 2 4

Curaçao 3 0 1 2 1 1

Group F P W D L GF Pts

Netherlands 3 2 1 0 10 7

Japan 3 1 2 0 7 5

Sweden 3 1 1 1 7 4

 Tunisia 3 0 0 3 2 0

Group G P W D L GF Pts

Belgium 3 1 2 0 6 5

Egypt 3 1 2 0 5 5

Iran 3 0 3 0 3 3

NewZealand 3 0 1 2 4 1

Group H P W D L GF Pts

Spain 3 2 1 0 5 7

Cape Verde 3 0 3 0 2 3

Uruguay 3 0 2 1 3 2

Saudi Arabia 3 0 2 1 1 2

Group I P W D L GF Pts

France 3 3 0 0 10 9

Norway 3 2 0 1 8 6

Senegal 3 1 0 2 8 3

 Iraq 3 0 0 3 1 0

Group J P W D L GF Pts

Argentina 3 3 0 0 8 9

Austria 3 1 1 1 6 4

Algeria 3 1 1 1 5 4

Jordan 3 0 0 3 3 0

Group K P W D L GF Pts

Colombia 3 2 1 0 4 7

Portugal  3 1 2 0 6 5

DR Congo 3 1 1 1 4 4

Uzbekistan 3 0 0 3 2 0

Group L P W D L GF Pts

England 3 2 1 0 6 7

Croatia 3 2 0 1 5 6

Ghana  3 1 1 1 2 4

Panama 3 0 0 3 0 0

P = Matches Played
W = Wins
D = Draws
L = Loss

GF = Goals For
Pts = Points

Runner Up

3rd Place
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Every FIFA World Cup marks the passing 
of the torch from one generation to 
the next. While established superstars 

once again illuminated the global stage during 
the 2026 tournament, it was the emergence of 
fearless young talents that perhaps de"ned this 
World Cup more than anything else.

From electrifying dribbles to decisive goals 
and composed performances under immense 
pressure, a new generation announced 
that football’s future has truly arrived. The 
tournament was more than a battle for football’s 
greatest prize, it became a celebration of youth, 
ambition and limitless potential.

Across stadiums in the United States, Canada 
and Mexico, players barely into their twenties 
demonstrated remarkable composure against 
some of the sport’s biggest names, proving 
that age is no barrier to greatness. Their 
con"dence was one of the de"ning features of 
the tournament. Unlike previous generations, 
today’s young stars arrived without fear of 
reputations, embracing responsibility and often 
dictating matches against vastly experienced 
opponents.

Modern football has accelerated the 
development of emerging talent. Elite 
academies, advanced coaching methods, 
sports science and tactical education have 
prepared young players for the highest level 
much earlier than ever before. By the time 
many reached the World Cup, they had already 
gained invaluable experience in Europe’s top 
leagues and continental competitions.

The tournament also highlighted football’s 
expanding global reach. Outstanding young 
performers emerged not only from traditional 
football powerhouses but also from nations that 
have invested heavily in youth development, 
making international football deeper and more 
competitive than ever.

Yet the 2026 World Cup was not only 
about the next generation. It also showcased 
a remarkable blend of seasoned champions 
and rising stars, with several players producing 
performances that will be remembered for 
years to come.

Spain’s Rodri was the heartbeat of the 
newly crowned world champions, controlling 
the mid"eld with authority, intelligence and 
consistency throughout the tournament. 
His commanding displays earned him the 
prestigious Golden Ball as the competition’s 
best player and underlined his status as one of 
world football’s "nest mid"elders.

France’s Kylian Mbappé once again 
demonstrated why he is regarded as one 
of the game’s greatest forwards. Finishing 
with 10 goals, he claimed the Golden Boot as 
the tournament’s leading scorer while also 

becoming the all-time leading scorer in FIFA 
World Cup history with 22 goals, adding yet 
another milestone to an already extraordinary 
career.

Despite Argentina falling short in the "nal, 
Lionel Messi reminded the football world of 
his enduring brilliance. At 39, he inspired his 
team with eight goals, exquisite vision and 
unmatched creativity, once again proving 
that class transcends age and cementing 
another memorable chapter in an unparalleled 
international career.

Spain’s success was equally built on 
defensive excellence. Goalkeeper Unai Simón 
produced a succession of match-winning 
saves and kept seven clean sheets to claim the 
Golden Glove, while teenage defender Pau 
Cubarsí emerged as one of the revelations of 
the tournament. Displaying maturity beyond 
his years, Cubarsí was deservedly named Best 
Young Player, symbolising the bright future of 
Spanish football.

England’s Jude Bellingham further enhanced 
his growing reputation with another in#uential 
World Cup campaign, combining leadership, 
creativity and goals from mid"eld. Norway’s 
Erling Haaland spearheaded his country’s 
historic run to the quarter-"nals, "nishing 
among the tournament’s top scorers with 
seven goals and once again underlining his 
status as one of football’s most feared strikers.

One of the de"ning moments of the 
tournament came in the "nal when Spain’s 
Ferran Torres emerged from the bench to score 
the decisive extra-time goal against Argentina, 
sealing Spain’s second FIFA World Cup title and 
writing his name into World Cup folklore.

Among the tournament’s surprise stories 

was veteran Cape Verde goalkeeper Vozinha, 
whose outstanding performances inspired 
his nation to an unforgettable campaign and 
earned admiration from football fans across the 
globe. Argentina mid"elder Enzo Fernández 
also impressed with his composure, work rate 
and technical quality, playing a vital role in his 
country’s run to the "nal.

Perhaps even more impressive than the 
individual brilliance displayed throughout the 
tournament was the maturity shown by many 
of the younger players. They exhibited tactical 
discipline, emotional control and leadership 
qualities often associated with seasoned 
veterans, thriving in football’s most demanding 
environment.

The in#uence of experienced teammates 
remained invaluable. Throughout the 
competition, established stars guided the next 
generation while allowing them the freedom to 
express themselves. This blend of experience 
and youthful energy created some of the 
tournament’s most balanced and entertaining 
teams.

Technology also continues to shape 
the modern game. Performance analysis, 
GPS tracking, video review and arti"cial 
intelligence now provide players and coaches 
with unprecedented tools for development, 
enabling young footballers to arrive at major 
tournaments better prepared than any 
previous generation.

Beyond statistics and trophies, the 
tournament inspired millions of aspiring 
footballers around the world. Children 
watching from every continent saw players 
close to their own age excelling on football’s 
biggest stage, reinforcing the belief that talent, 

discipline and determination can turn dreams 
into reality. Social media ampli"ed these 
moments instantly, transforming emerging 
stars into global icons overnight.

For football clubs and national federations, 
the tournament reinforced the importance of 
investing in youth development. Those willing 
to trust young talent reaped rich rewards, 
proving once again that sustained success is 
built on long-term planning rather than short-
term solutions.

As some of football’s greatest legends 
approach the twilight of their international 
careers, the next generation appears more 
than ready to carry the game forward. Looking 
ahead to the next World Cup, many of today’s 

promising youngsters will return not as 
prospects but as established leaders capable of 
shaping the future of international football.

Ultimately, the 2026 FIFA World Cup will 
be remembered not only for the champion 
it crowned, but also for celebrating football’s 
remarkable ability to renew itself. It showcased 
legendary "gures who continued to inspire 
while introducing a new generation ready to 
inherit the sport’s biggest stage.

Their courage, creativity and con"dence 
ensured that as one era gradually draws to 
a close, another has already begun and the 
future of the beautiful game has rarely looked 
brighter.

 New heroes.. new era..
Young stars who took center stage

Trump presenting the FIFA World Cup Trophy
to Spain’s captain Rodri.

Trump and Infantino awarding a medal to
Lamine Yamal for Spain’s victory. 

Trump giving Messi his second place medal. 
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The Embassy of the Republic of Türkiye 
in Kuwait commemorated the 10th 
anniversary of the failed July 15, 2016 

coup attempt, hosting a solemn ceremony to 
honor the 253 people who lost their lives while 
defending the country’s democratic institutions 
and constitutional order.

The event, attended by diplomats, 
government o!cials, members of the Turkish 
community and invited guests, re#ected on 
one of the most signi"cant chapters in Türkiye’s 
recent history and rea!rmed the nation’s 
enduring commitment to democracy, national 
sovereignty and the rule of law. 

Addressing the gathering, Turkish 
Ambassador Tuba Nur Sönmez described the 
events of July 15, 2016, as one of the most 
de"ning moments in the history of the Republic 
of Türkiye. She said the attempted military 
coup was not merely an assault on the elected 

government but a direct attack on the country’s 
constitutional order, democratic institutions 
and the will of its people.

The Ambassador recalled how millions of 
citizens responded to President Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan’s call by taking to the streets to defend 
democracy despite the grave dangers posed 
by armed coup plotters. She noted that the 
attempted overthrow was brought under control 
by the morning of July 16, but not before claiming 
the lives of 253 people, injuring more than 2,200 
others, and causing signi"cant damage to public 
institutions and national infrastructure. 

“The courage and determination shown by 
the Turkish people on that night demonstrated 
that democracy ultimately derives its strength 
from the unwavering resolve of its citizens,” 
Ambassador Sönmez said, adding that July 
15 has become a lasting symbol of national 
unity, resilience and the collective defence of 
democratic values. 

She emphasized that the annual 

commemoration serves not only to honor those 
who sacri"ced their lives but also to remind future 
generations of the importance of safeguarding 
constitutional governance against any threat.

The ceremony included a moment of silence 
in memory of the victims, recitations from the 
Holy Qur’an and the screening of a documentary 
highlighting the events of the failed coup 
attempt and the nationwide public response 
that ultimately defeated it. Guests also viewed a 
photographic exhibition depicting key moments 
from the night of July 15 and the resilience 
demonstrated by ordinary citizens in defence of 
democratic rule. (Anadolu Ajansı)

Speakers at the event underlined that the 
attempted coup represented one of the greatest 
challenges faced by modern Türkiye, stressing 
that the country’s democratic institutions 
emerged stronger in its aftermath.

 They noted that the anniversary is now 
observed each year as Democracy and National 
Unity Day, re#ecting the nation’s commitment 

to protecting democratic governance and 
preserving national solidarity. (Reuters Connect)

The Embassy also highlighted Türkiye’s 
continued determination to combat all forms 
of terrorism and threats to constitutional order 
while strengthening democratic institutions 
and the rule of law. O!cials said the legacy of 
July 15 continues to reinforce the importance 
of vigilance, unity and civic responsibility in 
preserving democratic freedoms.

Concluding the ceremony, Ambassador 
Sönmez rea!rmed Türkiye’s commitment to 
peace, democracy and international cooperation, 
expressing appreciation for the solidarity shown 
by friends and partners, including Kuwait, over 
the past decade.

The event ended with tributes to the martyrs 
and veterans of July 15, whose sacri"ce, the 
Ambassador said, will remain an enduring source 
of inspiration for future generations as Türkiye 
continues its journey toward peace, stability and 
democratic progress.

Turkish Embassy Commemorates
10th Anniversary of July 15 Coup Attempt

Pays Tribute to Defenders of Democracy

Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) remitted a record 
US$14.1 billion to the Philippines during the "rst "ve 

months of 2026, demonstrating remarkable resilience 
despite ongoing global economic uncertainties, geopolitical 
tensions and in#ationary pressures in many host countries.

Latest "gures released by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP) showed that cash remittances sent through banks 
continued to grow steadily, reinforcing their role as one of 
the country’s most reliable sources of foreign exchange and a 

key driver of domestic consumption.  The sustained increase 
re#ects the continued commitment of millions of Filipinos 
working abroad, whose earnings support families, "nance 
education, healthcare and housing, while contributing 
signi"cantly to the Philippines’ economic stability.

According to the BSP, the growth in remittances was 
driven by higher in#ows from major overseas labour markets, 
including the United States, Saudi Arabia, Singapore and the 
United Arab Emirates, where large Filipino communities 
continue to play vital roles across healthcare, maritime 

services, engineering, hospitality, domestic work and other 
essential sectors.  Economists note that remittances remain a 
cornerstone of the Philippine economy, helping strengthen 
foreign exchange reserves, support household spending 
and sustain economic growth even during periods of global 
volatility. The steady in#ows have also helped cushion the 
impact of rising prices and external economic challenges.

The resilience of overseas remittances comes despite 
persistent global headwinds, including slower economic 
growth in some regions, higher interest rates and continuing 
geopolitical tensions that have a$ected international labour 
markets. Nevertheless, demand for skilled Filipino workers 
has remained strong across several industries.

For the large Filipino expatriate community in Kuwait, 
the latest "gures highlight the important contribution they 
continue to make both to their host country and to the 
Philippines. Thousands of Filipinos employed in Kuwait’s 
healthcare, construction, retail, hospitality, domestic 
service and professional sectors regularly send a signi"cant 
portion of their earnings home, supporting families and 
local communities. Philippine authorities expect remittance 
in#ows to remain robust throughout the remainder of the year, 
supported by stable overseas employment opportunities 
and the continued expansion of digital payment and money 
transfer services that have made remitting funds faster, safer 
and more convenient.

Remittances continue to rank among the Philippines’ 
largest sources of foreign exchange, alongside exports and 
the business process outsourcing (BPO) industry, and remain 
a vital pillar of the country’s long-term economic resilience.

The latest "gures once again underscore the enduring 
dedication and sacri"ce of Overseas Filipino Workers, whose 
contributions extend far beyond their workplaces, providing 
"nancial security for millions of families while helping sustain 
the Philippine economy amid an increasingly challenging 
global environment.

Overseas Filipino Workers Send Home Record
$14.1 Billion Despite Global Economic Headwinds

LuLu Exchange celebrates
 football fans with My

Albiceleste Moment campaign

LuLu Exchange is celebrating the region’s football fans with the My 
Albiceleste Moment campaign, o$ering a jersey signed by Lionel 

Messi, Julian Alvarez and Lautaro Martinez.
The new campaign adds to the value LuLu Exchange already gives 

its customers through the Reward Program, under which customers 
earn Happiness Points on every money transfer made via LuLu Money, 
redeemable at LuLu Hypermarket.

Together, they re#ect LuLu Exchange’s commitment to giving 
customers even more ways to be rewarded.

With the World Cup season drawing to a close, they wanted to give 
Argentina fans in Kuwait a moment of their own to mark the occasion.

Running from June 30 to July 31, 2026, the campaign invites customers 
to create a short reel capturing their favorite Argentina fan moment and 
share it on the LuLu Exchange Instagram page.
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A wholesome fusion wrap made with 
homemade multigrain tortillas, grilled 

paneer, fresh vegetables, and creamy spinach 
pesto. A healthy, delicious meal that’s perfect 
for lunch, dinner, or lunch boxes.

Preparation Time: 30 mins
Cooking Time: 20 mins
Total Time: 50 mins
Serves: 4

Ingredients
For the Multigrain Tortillas

• & cup whole wheat #our
• ' cup jowar #our
• ' cup oats #our
• 1 tbsp #axseed powder
• & tsp salt
• 1 tsp olive oil
• Warm water as required

For the Spinach Pesto
• 1,1/2 cups spinach leaves, 

blanched
• ' cup walnuts or almonds
• 2 garlic cloves
• 2 tbsp olive oil
• 2 tbsp grated Parmesan
• 1 tbsp lemon juice
• Salt and pepper to taste

For the Filling:
• 200 g paneer, cut into strips
• 1 tsp olive oil
• & tsp mixed herbs
• & tsp chilli #akes
• Salt and pepper to taste
• & cup mixed coloured capsicum, sliced
• & cup onion, sliced
• 1 cup thin slice purple cabbage

• Grated mozzarella (optional)

Method:
Prepare the Tortillas

• Mix all the #ours, #axseed powder, salt, and 
olive oil.

• Add warm water gradually 
and knead into a soft dough.
• Rest for 15 minutes.
• Divide into 4 balls, roll into 
thin circles, and cook on a hot 
tawa for 30–40 seconds on each 
side. Keep covered.

Prepare the Spinach Pesto:
• Blend spinach, walnuts, 
garlic, olive oil, lemon juice, 
cheese (if using), salt, and 
pepper until smooth.

Prepare the Filling:
• Toss paneer with olive 
oil, herbs, chilli #akes, salt, and 
pepper.

• Grill on a hot pan until lightly golden.
• Sauté the capsicum and onion for 2–3 

minutes until just tender.

Assemble the Wrap:
• Spread spinach pesto over each tortilla.
• Arrange purple cabbage, grilled paneer, 

and sautéed vegetables.
• Sprinkle mozzarella if desired.
• Roll tightly and grill for 2–3 minutes until 

crisp.
• Slice in half and serve warm.

Tip: For extra nutrition, add grated carrots or 
lettuce to the "lling and serve with yogurt-
mint dip.
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RECIPE

 Grilled Spinach
Pesto Paneer Wrap

Chef Chhaya Thakker

Indian Chef Chhaya Thakker, who has a huge following online on WhatsApp and 
YouTube will be sharing her favorite recipes and cooking tips with readers of The 
Times Kuwait. For feedback, you can write to editortimeskuwait@gmail.com 

(Made with Homemade Multigrain Tortilla)

The Times Kuwait  welcomed Her Excellency 
Anne Koistinen, Ambassador of the 
European Union to the State of Kuwait, 

during a courtesy visit to the newspaper's o!ces, 
where she met with Editor-in-Chief Tareq Yousef 
Al-Shumaimry and Executive Managing Editor 
Reaven D'Souza.

Discussions focused on a broad range of topics, 
including the evolving geopolitical landscape, 
regional and global developments, economic 
cooperation, sustainability, digital transformation, 
cultural diplomacy, and the increasingly important 
role of responsible journalism in fostering 
informed public discourse.

Welcoming Ambassador Koistinen, Al-
Shumaimry highlighted The Times Kuwait's 
commitment to delivering credible, balanced, and 
insightful journalism that connects Kuwait with 
the international community. He emphasized 
the publication's role in promoting dialogue, 
understanding, and constructive engagement on 
issues of regional and global signi"cance.

Executive Managing Editor Reaven D'Souza 
briefed the Ambassador on the newspaper's 
editorial vision, expanding digital presence, and 
its e$orts to serve Kuwait's diverse multicultural 
readership. He also underscored The Times 
Kuwait's focus on covering diplomatic, economic, 
business, cultural, and community developments 
that strengthen Kuwait's international 
partnerships. Ambassador Koistinen commended 
The Times Kuwait for its contribution to the 
country's English-language media landscape and 
its role in promoting informed dialogue. She noted 
that a vibrant and responsible media plays an 
essential role in enhancing public understanding 
of international a$airs and building stronger 
people-to-people connections.

The discussions also explored the broad and 
multifaceted relationship between the European 
Union and Kuwait, including cooperation in 
trade and investment, education, innovation, 
renewable energy, climate action, security, and 
cultural exchange. Both sides acknowledged 
the importance of continued collaboration in 

addressing global challenges while promoting 
peace, stability, and sustainable development.

The meeting provided an opportunity to 
exchange perspectives on the EU's priorities in the 
Gulf region and Kuwait's growing role as a regional 
partner committed to dialogue, diplomacy, and 
international cooperation.

At the conclusion of the visit, the two sides 
rea!rmed the importance of maintaining close 
engagement between diplomatic missions and 
the media in fostering mutual understanding 
and encouraging constructive public dialogue. 
They also expressed their shared commitment to 
strengthening communication and cooperation 
in areas of common interest.

EU Ambassador Visits
The Times Kuwait offices

The General Tra!c 
Department has 

announced revised operating 
hours for its service centers 
across all six governorates, 
aimed at improving public 
access to tra!c-related services 
and enhancing operational 
e!ciency.

Under the new schedule, the morning shift 
will run from 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., while the 
evening shift, dedicated primarily to selected 
services such as driving licence collection, will 
operate from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., from Sunday 
to Thursday. 

The department said the revised timings 
apply to tra!c service centers in all governorates, 
allowing citizens and residents greater #exibility 

in completing transactions, 
including vehicle registration, 
licence renewals, ownership 
transfers, and other tra!c-
related procedures. 

O!cials urged the public 
to verify the speci"c operating 
hours and appointment 
requirements of their respective 

tra!c departments before visiting, as certain 
services may require prior booking through the 
Sahel application or the Ministry of Interior’s 
electronic services platform. 

The Ministry of Interior rea!rmed its 
commitment to streamlining public services by 
expanding accessibility, reducing waiting times, 
and improving customer service across all tra!c 
departments in Kuwait. 

Traffic Department announces revised working 
hours at service centers across Kuwait
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I
n an evening marked by warmth, gratitude, 
and re!ection, the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Türkiye to the State of Kuwait, 

H.E. Tuba Nur Sönmez, hosted a farewell 
reception at her residence on Sunday, bringing 
together senior Kuwaiti o"cials, fellow 
ambassadors, members of the diplomatic corps, 
business leaders, and distinguished guests as 
she concluded her diplomatic mission in Kuwait.

Addressing the gathering, Ambassador 
Sönmez described her four-year tenure as one of 
the greatest privileges of her diplomatic career, 
saying that representing Türkiye in Kuwait had 
been both an honour and a deeply rewarding 
experience.

"It is with both pride and emotion that I 
conclude my tenure as Ambassador of the 
Republic of Türkiye to the State of Kuwait," she 
said, expressing heartfelt appreciation to the 
Kuwaiti leadership, government, diplomatic 
community, and people for the friendship and 
support extended throughout her mission.

Re!ecting on the remarkable progress 
achieved in bilateral relations, Ambassador 
Sönmez noted that Türkiye and Kuwait had 

elevated their partnership to a truly strategic 
level through sustained political dialogue and 
high-level exchanges. She highlighted the 
historic visits of His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Türkiye—his #rst 
o"cial visit outside the Arab world as Amir—and 
President Recep Tayyip Erdo$an's visit to Kuwait 
as de#ning milestones in the relationship.

The Ambassador also recalled Kuwait's 
unwavering solidarity following the devastating 
earthquakes that struck Türkiye on February 
6, 2023. She paid tribute to the humanitarian 
response of the Kuwaiti government and people, 
saying the air bridge established to Türkiye and 
the deployment of search and rescue teams 
would forever remain etched in the hearts of 
the Turkish people as enduring symbols of 
brotherhood and compassion.

During her tenure, the Turkish Embassy 
organized more than 150 events spanning 
diplomacy, culture, education, trade, and the 
arts. She highlighted the celebrations marking 
the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
in 2024, which featured exhibitions, concerts, 
archival displays, and the publication of a 
commemorative book celebrating six decades of 
friendship.

Among the landmark initiatives were the 
unveiling of the Friendship Mural at the historic 
Souq Al-Mubarakiya and environmental 
awareness programmes inspired by Türkiye's 
internationally recognised Zero Waste initiative 
championed by First Lady Emine Erdo$an.

On the economic front, Ambassador Sönmez 
noted that bilateral cooperation had reached 
unprecedented levels, with trade between 
the two countries surpassing US$1 billion 
in 2025 for the #rst time, representing a 52 
percent increase. She also highlighted growing 
collaboration in defence and security, including 
Kuwait's acquisition of Türkiye's Bayraktar TB2 
unmanned aerial vehicles under a government-
to-government agreement.

She further underscored enhanced 
cooperation within multilateral frameworks, 
including engagement through the NATO 
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative Regional Centre 
and the Asia Cooperation Dialogue.

Re!ecting on people-to-people ties, 
Ambassador Sönmez spoke warmly about the 
launch of the Embassy's "Embassy Divaniyeh" 
gatherings, describing them as an initiative 
that brought together members of the Turkish 
community and Kuwaiti friends in an atmosphere 

of dialogue and friendship.
"As I bid farewell to Kuwait, which has truly 

become my second home over these past four 
years, I leave with immense gratitude," she said. 
"From the Ministry of Foreign A%airs to the 
many institutions, diwaniyas, and even family 
celebrations, you never made me feel like a 
stranger."

She also expressed appreciation to her 
colleagues at the Turkish Embassy, acknowledged 
the contributions of her predecessors, and 
wished her successor every success in further 
strengthening the enduring partnership 
between Türkiye and Kuwait.

Concluding her address, Ambassador Sönmez 
o%ered her heartfelt wishes to the diplomatic 
community and rea"rmed that Kuwait would 
always remain close to her heart. "From today, 
you have a sister in Ankara," she said. "I look 
forward to staying in touch. Until we meet again."

The reception served as both a celebration of 
a successful diplomatic tenure and a testament 
to the deep-rooted friendship between Türkiye 
and Kuwait, with guests paying tribute to 
Ambassador Sönmez's dedication, warmth, and 
signi#cant contribution to advancing bilateral 
relations during her time in the country.

Türkiye Ambassador Bids Farewell to Kuwait

Continued from Page 1

 Authorities also identi#ed widespread 
illegal commercial activities, encroachments 
on state land, unauthorized warehouses, 
food safety violations, street vending, and 
buildings that failed to meet municipal and 
#re safety regulations. 

Government o"cials warned that the 
combination of overcrowding, deteriorating 
infrastructure, environmental pollution and 
illegal activities had evolved into a broader 
humanitarian, environmental and security 
challenge a%ecting the entire country.

Unprecedented government 
coordination

The campaign brings together an extensive 
network of government agencies, including 
the Ministry of Interior, Kuwait Municipality, 
the Public Authority for Manpower, Kuwait 
Fire Force, and the Ministries of Health, 
Electricity, Water, Commerce, Industry and 
Public Works, among others.

Each agency has been assigned 
specialized responsibilities ranging from 
inspecting unsafe buildings and enforcing 
municipal regulations to identifying 
residency and labor violations, assessing food 
safety, evaluating #re risks, and maintaining 
security throughout the operation. O"cials 
described the campaign as one of the largest 
coordinated enforcement e%orts undertaken 
in Kuwait. 

Authorities emphasized that the operation 
is being carried out with humanitarian 
considerations in mind. Buildings found to 
be structurally unsafe or in serious violation 
of regulations are #rst inspected and 

documented before residents are issued 
evacuation notices and given time to relocate.

Government agencies are coordinating 
temporary assistance for a%ected families, 
with o"cials stressing that the campaign 
targets illegal practices rather than residents 
themselves.

“We are not targeting people; we are 
targeting violations that endanger lives,” 
Sheikh Fahad said. 

Foundation for long-term redevelopment
O"cials said the current operation 

represents only the #rst phase of a broader 
redevelopment strategy for Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh. Once major violations have been 
addressed, authorities plan to reorganize 
the district through modern urban planning, 
infrastructure upgrades, improved utilities, 
better roads and enhanced municipal 
services. The government believes the 
redevelopment will create a safer, healthier 
and more sustainable environment while 
signi#cantly improving the quality of life for 
residents. 

Nationwide enforcement to continue
Sheikh Fahad rea"rmed that the 

campaign will continue until all objectives 
have been achieved, stressing that no area in 
Kuwait will remain beyond the reach of the 
law. Authorities also con#rmed that similar 
enforcement campaigns will be launched in 
other areas where serious violations exist, 
reinforcing the government’s commitment 
to strengthening public safety, protecting 
public health, and ensuring full compliance 
with Kuwait’s laws and urban planning 
regulations.

Kuwait Launches Sweeping

Drive to Restore Order and Safety

T
he Supreme Court of India has upheld the 
Delhi High Court’s decision to quash the 

Ministry of External A%airs’ (MEA) tender process 
for outsourcing passport, visa and consular 
services at the Indian Embassy in Kuwait, paving 
the way for a fresh bidding process while 
ensuring that services continue under interim 
arrangements.

The ruling also applies to Indian missions in the 
United Arab Emirates, Singapore and Canberra, 
Australia, where the same tender process had 
been challenged over alleged irregularities in the 
evaluation of bids.

The apex court dismissed the Centre’s appeal 
against the Delhi High Court’s verdict, directing 
the MEA to initiate a fresh tender process 
within three months. At the same time, the 
court emphasized that passport and consular 
services must continue uninterrupted during 
the transition to avoid inconvenience to Indian 
nationals living abroad. For the nearly one million 
Indians residing in Kuwait, the decision provides 
clarity after weeks of uncertainty over the future 
of outsourced consular services.

Earlier this month, the Indian Embassy in 
Kuwait had announced temporary restrictions 
on routine passport, visa and attestation services 
following the High Court’s order, limiting services 
primarily to emergency cases while interim 
arrangements were put in place.

The Supreme Court’s ruling now con#rms that 
these temporary arrangements can continue 
until a new service provider is selected through 
a transparent and legally compliant tender 
process.

The dispute arose after the MEA awarded the 
contract for managing Consular, Passport and 
Visa (CPV) services at several Indian missions 

abroad. Unsuccessful bidders challenged the 
award, alleging shortcomings in the technical 
evaluation process and a lack of transparency. 
The Delhi High Court found merit in these 
concerns and set aside the tender, directing the 
government to issue fresh bids.

With the Supreme Court a"rming that 
decision, the Ministry of External A%airs is now 
expected to begin a new tender process for 

Kuwait and the other a%ected missions while 
maintaining uninterrupted public services.

The Indian Embassy in Kuwait is expected 
to continue facilitating passport renewals, visa 
services, attestation and other essential consular 
services under the interim mechanism until a 
new outsourcing agency is appointed.

The Embassy is likely to issue further advisories 
regarding the resumption of full-!edged services 
and any changes to appointment procedures 
once the fresh tender process progresses.

The Supreme Court’s decision is expected to 
reassure the Indian community in Kuwait that 
essential consular services will remain available 
while the government completes a transparent 
selection process for a long-term service 
provider.

Supreme Court Upholds Tender 

Ruling; Fresh Process Ordered for 

Indian Passport Services in Kuwait 
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Every year on July 21, the Kingdom of 
Belgium celebrates Belgium National Day, 
commemorating the birth of the modern 

Belgian state, rea!rming the nation’s enduring 
commitment to constitutional democracy, 
national unity and international cooperation.

The occasion marks 21 July 1831, when 
King Leopold I took the constitutional oath 
as Belgium’s "rst monarch following the 
country’s independence from the Netherlands 
in 1830. His accession established Belgium as a 
constitutional monarchy and laid the foundations 
of a democratic system rooted in the rule of law, 
accountable governance and the protection of 
individual rights.

Nearly two centuries later, the Belgium 
National Day stands as a powerful expression of 
national identity, celebrating a country that has 
successfully blended its rich historical heritage 
with modern innovation, economic resilience and 
international in#uence.

A Celebration of Unity in Diversity
Across Belgium, the National Day is observed 

with o!cial ceremonies, military displays, 
cultural programs and public festivities that 
bring together citizens from the country’s Dutch-
speaking, French-speaking and German-speaking 
communities.

In the capital, Brussels, members of the 
Belgian Royal Family join government leaders, 
parliamentarians, diplomats and distinguished 
guests for o!cial ceremonies that re#ect the 
nation’s constitutional traditions. 

Military parades, concerts, cultural 
performances and family-oriented events 
animate the city throughout the day, culminating 
in a spectacular "reworks display.

More than a national celebration, the occasion 
embodies Belgium’s ability to preserve unity while 
embracing its linguistic and cultural diversity, an 
achievement that remains central to the country’s 
democratic character.

Although modest in size, Belgium occupies a 
position of exceptional international importance.

Located at the crossroads of Western Europe, 
the country has long served as a meeting point for 
cultures, commerce and diplomacy. 

Brussels, home to the European Union and 
NATO headquarters, has earned its reputation 
as the political capital of Europe and one of 
the world’s foremost centers for international 
decision-making.

From European integration to global security 
and multilateral cooperation, Belgium continues 
to play a pivotal role in shaping international 
policy and promoting dialogue, peace and 
collective action.

An Economy Driven by Innovation and Trade
Belgium is among Europe’s most diversi"ed 

and competitive economies, underpinned by 
advanced manufacturing, high-value industries 
and a globally connected services sector.

International trade, logistics, pharmaceuticals, 

chemicals, engineering, "nancial services and 
technology remain key pillars of economic 
growth.  The Port of Antwerp-Bruges, one of 
Europe’s largest and busiest maritime gateways, 
plays a strategic role in connecting European 
markets with the global economy.

Belgium is equally renowned 
for its world-class diamond 
industry centered in Antwerp, 
while its internationally 
celebrated chocolates, 
specialty beers, wa(es 
and "ne cuisine have 
become enduring symbols 
of Belgian craftsmanship 
and quality. With sustained 
investment in biotechnology, 
healthcare, renewable energy, 
digital transformation and scienti"c 
research, Belgium continues to 
strengthen its position as one of Europe’s 
leading knowledge-based economies.

A Cultural Heritage that Inspires the World
Belgium’s cultural richness extends well 

beyond its borders. From the medieval splendor of 
Bruges and Ghent to the cosmopolitan dynamism 
of Brussels and the artistic legacy of Antwerp, 
the country o$ers an extraordinary blend of 
history, architecture, "ne arts and contemporary 
creativity.

Its multilingual society has nurtured a vibrant 
cultural landscape that celebrates diversity while 
reinforcing national cohesion. 

Belgian painters, writers, musicians, fashion 
designers, "lmmakers and comic artists have 
all made lasting contributions to global culture, 
enhancing the country’s international standing.

A Trusted Voice in International A"airs
Belgium has consistently championed 

diplomacy, international law, sustainable 
development and humanitarian cooperation.

Through its active engagement in multilateral 
institutions and unwavering support for rules-

based international order, Belgium 
has earned recognition as a 

reliable and constructive 
partner in addressing global 
challenges. Its commitment 
to dialogue, consensus-
building and peaceful 
cooperation continues 

to shape its role on the 
international stage.

Looking Ahead with Con!dence
Belgium National Day is far more 

than an anniversary of independence. It 
is a celebration of nearly two centuries of 

constitutional stability, democratic governance 
and national resilience.

The occasion honors a nation that has 
transformed historical challenges into lasting 
strengths through openness, innovation and 
respect for diversity. 

It also rea!rms the principles that continue 
to guide Belgium’s future, unity in diversity, 
democratic values, economic dynamism and 
meaningful international partnership.

As Belgium celebrates another National Day, it 
does so with con"dence in its future and pride in 
its remarkable journey. 

Standing at the heart of Europe, Belgium 
continues to demonstrate that diversity, dialogue 
and democratic institutions remain the strongest 
foundations for lasting prosperity and peace.

Celebrating unity, democracy
and a proud European legacy

•  A nation built on constitutional values, cultural diversity and global engagement • As Belgium celebrates another 
National Day, it does so with confidence in its future and pride in its remarkable journey. It is far more than an an-
niversary of independence. It is a celebration of nearly two centuries of constitutional stability, democratic gover-
nance and national resilience. • The occasion honors a nation that has transformed historical challenges into lasting 
strengths through openness, innovation and respect for diversity. 
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Nestled in the heart of Western Europe, Belgium is a 
country where centuries of history blend e$ortlessly with 
contemporary sophistication. Despite its relatively small 

size, Belgium o$ers an astonishing variety of experiences from 
UNESCO-listed medieval towns and world-famous chocolates to 
vibrant cultural festivals, breathtaking architecture, Formula One 
racing, and cosmopolitan city life.

Bordered by France, Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherlands, 
Belgium serves as the political heart of Europe, hosting the 
headquarters of the European Union and NATO. Yet beyond 
its international importance lies a country rich in art, heritage, 
gastronomy and timeless traditions that continue to captivate 
millions of visitors every year.

Whether strolling along the romantic canals of Bruges, admiring 
Antwerp’s sparkling diamond district, experiencing the pageantry 
of Brussels’ Ommegang Festival or hearing the roar of Formula 
One engines at Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium o$ers unforgettable 
experiences for every traveller.

Brussels – Europe’s Vibrant Capital
Belgium’s capital, Brussels, is often described as Europe’s living 
room. As the administrative centre of the European Union, the city 
welcomes diplomats, business leaders and tourists from across the 
globe while preserving its rich Belgian identity.

At the heart of the city lies the magni"cent Grand Place, widely 
regarded as one of Europe’s most beautiful squares. Surrounded 
by ornate guild houses, the Gothic Town Hall and the King’s House, 
the square has been recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Throughout the year it hosts #ower carpets, Christmas markets, 
concerts and cultural celebrations that transform it into a vibrant 
public gathering place.

Just a short walk away stands the iconic Manneken Pis, a tiny 
bronze statue that has become one of Belgium’s most famous 
symbols. Despite its modest size, the statue attracts thousands 
of visitors daily and boasts an impressive wardrobe of ceremonial 
costumes from around the world.

Modern Brussels is equally represented by the futuristic 
Atomium, originally built for the 1958 World’s Fair. Rising 102 metres 
high, the stainless-steel structure o$ers panoramic views across the 
Belgian capital while hosting exhibitions that celebrate science, 
architecture and innovation.

Royal Palace of Brussels - Symbol of the Belgian Monarchy
The elegant Royal Palace of Brussels serves as the o!cial 

administrative residence of Belgium’s King and remains one of the 

capital’s architectural masterpieces.
Although the Belgian royal family lives at the Royal Castle 

of Laeken, the Royal Palace continues to host state receptions, 
diplomatic ceremonies and o!cial functions. During the summer 
months, portions of the palace are opened to visitors, allowing them 
to admire its magni"cent halls, grand staircases and beautifully 
decorated ceremonial rooms.

Directly opposite the palace lies the tranquil Brussels Park (Parc 
de Bruxelles) the city’s oldest public park. Designed in classical 
French style, it o$ers manicured gardens, fountains, sculptures 
and tree-lined pathways where locals and tourists alike gather for 
leisurely walks and outdoor concerts.

Nearby attractions include the Belgian Parliament, the Royal 
Museums of Fine Arts and the historic Mont des Arts cultural district, 
making this area one of Brussels’ most elegant and culturally rich 
neighbourhoods.

Bruges – Belgium’s Fairytale City
Often described as the “Venice of the North,” Bruges is one of 

Europe’s best-preserved medieval cities. Its picturesque canals, 
cobblestone streets and Gothic architecture transport visitors back 
several centuries.

The city’s historic centre, recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, features charming bridges, market squares and beautifully 
preserved merchant houses re#ecting Bruges’ prosperity during 
the Middle Ages.

Visitors can climb the iconic Belfry Tower for spectacular 
panoramic views, enjoy peaceful canal cruises, explore artisan 
chocolate boutiques or simply wander through quiet alleyways 

lined with centuries-old buildings.
The romantic atmosphere makes Bruges especially popular 

among honeymooners, photographers and cultural travellers 
seeking an authentic European experience.

Belgian lace-making traditions also #ourish here, with local 
workshops continuing centuries-old craftsmanship that has earned 
worldwide admiration.

Ommegang Festival – A Living Medieval Spectacle
Each summer, Brussels comes alive with one of Europe’s most 

spectacular historical celebrations the Ommegang Festival.
Dating back to the 16th century, the festival recreates the grand 

ceremonial entry of Emperor Charles V into Brussels in 1549.
Hundreds of performers dressed in authentic medieval costumes 

parade through the streets accompanied by knights on horseback, 
crossbow guilds, musicians, dancers, #ag bearers and traditional 
marching bands.

The highlight takes place in the magni"cent Grand Place, where 
dramatic performances, historical pageantry and breathtaking 
visual displays transport spectators into Belgium’s rich Renaissance 
past. Recognised as an important part of Belgium’s cultural heritage, 
the Ommegang Festival attracts visitors from around the world and 
remains one of Europe’s "nest historical reenactments.

Antwerp – The Global Diamond Capital
Belgium’s second-largest city, Antwerp, combines commercial 

dynamism with artistic heritage.
Globally recognised as the world’s diamond capital, Antwerp 

handles an estimated 80 percent of the world’s rough diamonds 
through its internationally renowned Diamond District. The city’s 
expertise in diamond trading has made it a global centre for 
jewellery, luxury goods and precious stones.

Antwerp is equally celebrated for fashion, earning international 
recognition through the famous “Antwerp Six” designers who 
helped establish the city as one of Europe’s leading fashion capitals.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Where Medieval Charm
Meets Modern Europe

From the Timeless Streets of Bruges to the Diamond Capital of Antwerp

Grand Place - Brussels

Bruges Circuit de SPA Francorchamps
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The magni"cent Cathedral of Our Lady dominates the skyline and 
houses several masterpieces by the celebrated Flemish painter Peter 
Paul Rubens. Nearby, the historic Grote Markt showcases beautifully 
restored guild houses surrounding an impressive Renaissance 
fountain.

Another architectural marvel is Antwerp Central Station, 
frequently ranked among the world’s most beautiful railway stations 
due to its grand dome, marble interiors and magni"cent ironwork.

The city’s revitalised waterfront, museums and vibrant café 
culture make Antwerp one of Belgium’s most exciting urban 
destinations.

Spa-Francorchamps – The Cathedral of Formula One
Located amidst the rolling Ardennes forests lies Circuit de Spa-

Francorchamps, regarded by racing enthusiasts as one of the 
greatest motor racing circuits ever built.

Home to the prestigious Belgian Formula One Grand Prix, the 
circuit is renowned for its dramatic elevation changes, unpredictable 
weather and legendary corners, particularly the famous Eau Rouge 
and Raidillon sequence.

Constructed in 1921, Spa has challenged generations of the 
world’s greatest drivers and continues to be one of the most 
respected venues in international motorsport.

Beyond Formula One, the circuit hosts endurance racing, 
GT championships, motorcycle events and driving experiences 
throughout the year, making it a pilgrimage site for motorsport fans 
worldwide.

Belgium’s Culinary Delights
No visit to Belgium is complete without indulging in its celebrated 

cuisine.
Belgian chocolates are regarded among the world’s "nest, crafted 

by renowned chocolatiers using centuries-old techniques.
Belgium is equally famous for its golden wa(es, crispy fries 

(which Belgians proudly claim originated in their country), artisanal 
cheeses and more than 1,500 varieties of beer, many brewed in 

historic Trappist monasteries.
Restaurants throughout the country serve traditional dishes such 

as moules-frites (mussels with fries), Flemish beef stew and fresh 
North Sea seafood alongside contemporary European cuisine.

Art, Heritage and Culture
Belgium has produced some of Europe’s greatest artistic masters, 

including Peter Paul Rubens, René Magritte and Pieter Bruegel the 

Elder. Museums across Brussels, Antwerp and Bruges celebrate their 
extraordinary contributions, while numerous galleries showcase 
both classical and contemporary Belgian art.

The country’s multilingual culture—where Dutch, French and 
German are o!cial languages adds further richness to its identity, 
re#ected in regional traditions, architecture and cuisine.

A Destination for Every Traveller
Belgium e$ortlessly combines medieval history, royal heritage, 

modern European institutions, world-class gastronomy and exciting 
contemporary attractions.

Whether exploring the romantic canals of Bruges, shopping in 
Antwerp’s diamond district, admiring the grandeur of Brussels’ Royal 
Palace, relaxing in Brussels Park, witnessing the medieval splendour 
of the Ommegang Festival or experiencing the thrill of Formula One 
at Spa-Francorchamps, visitors discover a nation whose charm far 
exceeds its size.

Rich in history yet unmistakably modern, Belgium continues to 
stand among Europe’s most rewarding destinations o$ering culture, 
elegance and unforgettable experiences at every turn.

Where Medieval Charm Meets Modern Europe

Oude Markt - Leuven
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