
On this joyous occasion 
of the 71st Republic 
Day, I convey my warm 

greetings and best wishes to 
all my fellow Indians in Kuwait. 
I would specifically like to take 
this opportunity to express 
my deep appreciation and 
gratitude to all the friends and 
well-wishers of India in Kuwait, 
particularly to the leadership, 
the people and the Government 
of Kuwait, for their steadfast commitment 
to the continued close and friendly relations 
between India and Kuwait. 

I would like to reiterate that Government 
of India reciprocates this commitment and is 
keen to further strengthen and expand this 
mutually enriching relationship. Multifaceted 
bilateral relations between our two friendly 
countries are rooted in history and have been 
sustained and nourished by age-old linkages 

and the ever-deepening people-
to-people affinities.

As you are all aware, Republic 
Day commemorates the day 
when the Indian Constitution 
came into effect. This year shall 
be our nation’s 71st Republic 
Day. This is an occasion when we 
commemorate the values of our 
democracy and Republic and 
reaffirm our commitment to the 
most prized national inheritance, 

the Indian Constitution, and its eternal values 
and guiding principles. The 26th day of January 
is a historic one in the annals of our long 
and rich history as it marked the completion 
of India’s transition towards becoming an 
Independent Republic. We, as a nation, have 
come a long way since that historic day by 
building on the untiring efforts and hard work 
of every successive generation. 
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Future of payments in India is digital
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Ever since people moved from bartering 
goods to meet their needs, cash in 
one form or other has been king, and 

since the 16th century banks have been the 
monopolistic middle-men providing banking, 
loans, investments and other services.

Use of cash and the monopoly of banking 
industry began to face its first serious challenge 
at the start of the 21st century, with the rapid 
proliferation of FinTech firms offering digital 
payments. Earlier, if you needed something you 
had to either pay for it in cash or provide a draft 
or cheque to the seller. Digital payments allowed 
you to buy something by merely swiping a card 
or providing the card details online.

India, which has for ages been a cash-
obsessed economy, is slowly but steadily 
turning to digital payments. Driven in large 
measure by progressive regulatory policies and 
support from the government, as well as the 
growing use of mobile Internet, Indian digital 
payment industry is coming of age. Digital 
payments, which currently are going through a 
transformational phase, are expected to witness 
a surge in the coming few years and bring about 
a paradigm shift in how money is moved in the 
Indian economy.

According to a report by Google and Boston 
Consulting Group (BCG), the Indian digital 
payments industry is predicted to cross $500 
billion in the next couple of years and contribute 
around 15 percent to the country’s GDP. In 
the same period, alternate digital payment 
instruments like digital wallets, UPI, payment 
banks, Bharat QR are expected to grow fiercely 
and are forecast to double their contribution to 
30 percent in the digital payment industry.

Digital payments started to pick up pace with 
the growth of e-commerce companies followed 
by emergence of digital wallet companies. To 
lure the consumers, the digital wallets doled out 
lucrative offers and cashbacks to get consumers 
on board using the payment channel. 
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The Indian Constitution which is honored 
and commemorated each year on 
Republic Day enshrines gender equality 

and empowers the State to adopt measures 
of positive discrimination in favor of women. 
India is also a signatory  to various international 
conventions and human rights instruments that 
commit the country to secure equal rights of 
women. Moreover, various governments that 
have come to power in New Delhi since the time 
of India’s independence have launched plans 
and programs aimed at women’s advancement 
in different spheres. 

Despite all these initiatives, treaty ratifications 

and constitutional enshrinement, gender equality 
remains elusive to Indian women in most spheres 
of life across the country. Discrimination against 
girl children begins at birth and then evolves into 
social stereotyping, harrassment and violence 
against adolescent girls and women in domestic 
and societal levels in many parts of the country.

In India, the child gender ratio in the age 
group of 0 - 6 years, which stood at 927 girls for 
1000 boys in the 2001 census dropped to 917 
girls for every 1000 boys by the 2011 census. The 
decline in child gender ratio comes largely due to 
female foeticide that still prevails in many places, 
due to the belief among some that a male child is 
a boon while a girl is a burden. Apparently, lasting 
solutions to existing gender disparity challenges 
cannot come from programs and policies 
alone; without a corresponding change in the 
minds and attitudes of individuals, both men 
and women, India will continue to discriminate 
against half its population.

Notwithstanding the hurdles they face right 
from the womb, women in India have been 
able to successfully break through glass ceilings 
and carve out niches for themselves and leave 
indelible marks of achievement in various 
spheres of life.

Some Indian women entrepreneurs and 
business leaders include the likes of:

Indian scientist and industrialist Swati 
Piramal who is vice-chairperson of Piramal 
Enterprises, the business conglomerate involved 
in healthcare with a focus on public health and 
innovation; Kiran Mazumdar Shaw, another 

exemplary woman leader who founded Biocon, 
the country’s leading biotechnology enterprise, 
who has contributed immensely to research, 
innovation and affordable healthcare. 

There are also multiple spheres where women 
have achieved success at the C-suite level. Vinita 
Bali, former managing director of Britannia 
Industries who is known to have quadrupled the 
company’s revenue in a single financial year. She 
is also a part of the United Nations committee 
that was set up to lead the ‘Scaling Up Nutrition’ 
across the globe. Another name which is counted 
among India’s most inspiring women is Indira 
Nooyi, who has ensured a steady revenue growth 
ever since she was appointed the chairperson 
and CEO, PepsiCo, the second largest food and 
beverage business in the world.

Women also hold the reins of some of the 
largest Indian banks and financial services 
companies. The former chairperson of State Bank 
of India, Arundhati Bhattacharya, was the first 
woman to hold this position and was named 
among the 50 most powerful women in a list 
compiled by Fortune magazine.

Another first in the banking industry in India 
was the setting up of the country’s first all-
women bank, Bhartiya Mahila Bank in 2013. The 
bank, which now enjoys a pan-India presence 
and has over 100 branches across the country, 
focuses on providing monetary assistance to 
economically neglected, discriminated, rural 
and urban women. But it is not just high-profile 
professionals who have made a mark for women 
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in India, ‘Auntypreneurs’, or ordinary ladies 
doing successful odd jobs from the domains of 
their homes, are the latest to attract attention in 
the world of business in India.

From making and selling eatables, to opening 
small garment boutiques, auntypreneurs are 
not shying from making that extra contribution 
to their economic well-being and that of the 
country. 

It also needs to be acknowledged that 
various government initiatives are also helping 
women gain a foothold to raise themselves up 
economically and bring about the advancement, 
development and empowerment of women 
in general. Here are some of the government 
initiatives aimed at empowering girls and women 
in India:

Mahila E-haat: It is a direct online marketing 
platform launched by the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development to support women 
entrepreneurs, Self Help Groups (SHGs) and Non- 
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) to showcase 
products made and services rendered by them. 
Women can register themselves at www.
mahilaehaat-rmk.gov.in and leverage technology 
for showcasing their work to a broader market.

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao: This is a social 
campaign aimed at eradication of female 
foeticide and raising awareness of welfare services 
intended for young Indian girls. To bridge the 
growing gap between the birth of girl and boy 
infants, the government of India undertook  this 
initiative and promoted programs such as ‘Save 
the Girl Child’ and ‘Educate Girl Child’. 

One Stop Centre Scheme: Popularly 
known as ‘Sakhi,’ it was implemented in 
2015 with the ‘Nirbhaya’ fund. The One Stop 
Centres are established at various locations in 
India for providing shelter, police desk, legal, 
medical and counselling services to victims of 

violence under one roof integrated with a 24-
hour Helpline.

Working Women Hostels: The objective 
of the scheme is to promote the availability of 
safe and conveniently located accommodation 
for working women, with daycare facility for 
their children, wherever possible, in urban, semi-
urban, or even rural areas where employment 
opportunities for women exist.

Swadhar Greh: The Swadhar scheme was 
launched by the Union Ministry of Women and 
Child Development for rehabilitation of women 
in difficult circumstances. The scheme provides 
shelter, food, clothing and care to marginalized 
women and girls who are in need. The 
beneficiaries include widows deserted by their 
families and relatives, women prisoners released 
from jail and without family support, women 
survivors of natural disasters, women victims of 
terrorist or extremist violence etc.

STEP: The Support to Training and 
Employment Programme for Women (STEP) 
scheme aims to provide skills that give 
employability to women and to provide 
competencies and skill that enable women to 
become self-employed or entrepreneurs. 

Sectors include Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Food Processing, Handlooms, Tailoring, Stitching, 
Embroidery, Zari etc, Handicrafts, Computer and 
IT-enabled services along with soft skills and skills 
for the workplace such as spoken English, Gems & 
Jewellery, Travel & Tourism, Hospitality, etc.

Nari Shakti Puruskars: The Nari Shakti 
Puruskars are national level awards recognizing 
the efforts made by women and institutions 
in rendering distinguished services for the 
cause of women, especially vulnerable and 
marginalized women. The awards are presented 
by the President of India every year on 8 March, 
International Women’s Day, at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in New Delhi.

Empowering 
women in India

Agriculture, a mainstay of the economy
Over half the population of India rely 

on agriculture is their main source of 
livelihood. With 58 percent of Indian 

population involved in agriculture, the sector 
has been contributing to the country’s food 
security and increasing its share in world 
food trade every year thereby helping the 
economy through export earnings. In 2019, 
the gross value added by agriculture sector 
to the national economy topped Rs18 trillion 
(US$270bn) and earned the country over $40 
billion from food exports.

The Agriculture Export Policy, approved by 
the government in December 2018, aims to 
increase India’s agricultural exports to $60 billion 
by 2022 and $100 billion in the next few years 
by ensuring a stable trade policies. To foster 
exports and boost growth of agri-sector, the 

government has launched a slew of initiatives, 
including allowing 100 percent Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in marketing of food products 
and in food product e-commerce under the 
automatic route.

Indian agriculture has come a long way since 

the time of independence when we were a net 
importer of many staple foods. According to the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
India is today the world’s largest milk producer, 
accounting for 21 percent of global production. 
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However, we must be mindful of the fact 
that our journey is far from complete. We must 
continue to move ahead together in a much 
more determined way in this wonderful voyage 
of ours to redeem the pledge we made not only 
for the well-being of the people of our nation but 
also to the larger cause of humanity.  

India remains one of the most sought after 
investment destinations in the world with 
ever-growing foreign direct investments. 
During the year, our government continued to 
undertake various structural reforms (taxation, 
corporate affairs, labour, FDI) and introduce 
economic growth measures (credit availability, 
infrastructure investments) to fasten the pace of 
growth and development. It is a matter of pride 
for all of us that our efforts to reform our business 

environment is bearing fruit. In the latest Ease of 
Doing Business rankings, released by the World 
Bank in 2019, India stood at 63, an improvement 
of an unprecedented 79 places since 2014 — a 
phenomenal achievement for a major economy. 
Our economy, currently approximately $2.7 
trillion, is already the sixth largest in the world 
(third largest on a purchasing power basis). A 
nation of skilled, innovative and talented youth, 
possessing a favourable demographic dividend 
and a stable eco-political environment, it is well 
within our reach to reach $5 trillion GDP in the 
next 5 years and even $10 trillion by the turn of 
the decade. We are also poised to be the 3rd 
largest consumer market by 2030, and there is 
no wonder then that we are seen as the land 
of opportunities, of growth, of a bright and 
prosperous future, and without a shadow of 
doubt, a major driver of global economic fortune.

In 2019, we celebrated the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, who remains 
the moral compass of our nation and whose 
teachings and way of life continue to be a yardstick 
to measure our deeds and actions. Successful 
launch of the Mission to Moon (Chandrayaan 2) 
was yet another historic first which reinforced 
the rapid technological strides made by India in 
space science and other scientific disciplines and 
has also bolstered our credentials as a leading 
scientific nation. Indians all over the world can not 
only take pride in our achievements but also be 
confident of our country assuming a leadership 
position in many of the new age industries — 
Robotics, Virtual Reality, Artificial Intelligence 
etc. Further, continuous reforms and qualitative 
upgrade of the education system should equip 
the youth of our country to stay ahead of the 
curve and be torchbearers of the next century in 
every sphere of human endeavour.

‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’ is 
the guiding principle of India’s external policy. 
This is also in line with India’s ancient belief of 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbkam: the world is a family. 
In this spirit, our policy has always aimed at 
creating an environment of peace and security 
in which the  world can be a better place for 
the entire humanity to live with dignity and in 
prosperity.  One prime example of how India’s 
foreign policy is oriented towards greater good 
of the world is our leadership and commitment 
to sustainable environment. India is a co-founder 
of the International Solar Alliance, which is a 
global alliance of more than 120 countries for 
development and promotion of solar energy. 
India has an unwavering faith in multilateralism, 
we work bilaterally, regionally and globally with 
like-minded countries to tackle issues of common 
concern such as climate change, energy security, 
food security, international terrorism, and the 
reform of multilateral institutions, including the 
UN Security Council. 

The Gulf and Middle East region is an extended 
neighborhood for India. Peace, security and 
stability of countries in this region is imperative 
for prosperity and economic development of 
India. We have shared interests in the areas of 
energy, trade, investments, security and human 
capital. The region is one of our largest trading 
partners, an important source for India’s energy 
(oil & gas) requirements and is home to about 8.5 
million Indians. Through bilateral and regional 
institutional mechanisms, India has built closer 
ties with all the nations in the region. 

Allow me to inform all our friends that India-
Kuwait relations continued to strengthen and 
expand during the year 2019. Minister of State for 
External (and Parliamentary) Affairs of India Shri V. 
Muraleedharan paid an official visit to Kuwait in 
September 2019 and held productive discussions 
with senior dignitaries in the Government of State 
of Kuwait. I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend my special gratitude to the Government 
of State of Kuwait for the warm and gracious 
hospitality accorded to the visiting delegation. 
Other high level visits under various existing 
institutional mechanisms were also undertaken 
resulting in considerable progress on cooperative 
frameworks in the areas of defence, manpower, 
external policies and others.

Bilateral commercial ties have also witnessed 
a renewed momentum with increasing trade and 
investment exchanges. A delegation led by the 
President of Kuwait’s Civil Aviation visited India 
and many business delegations from Kuwait have 
visited India to participate in various business 
events. To facilitate commercial exchanges 
between the two countries, Embassy of India 
successfully organized a Healthcare Exhibition, 
a Seminar on Indian tourism, an Exhibition and 
Seminar on the Education opportunities in 

the State of Gujarat, business roadshows for 
delegations from the States of Goa and Tamil 
Nadu and G2B meetings for an official delegation 
from the State of Andhra Pradesh. It is heartening 
to inform that Indian companies  continue to 
operate successfully and are setting new highs 
with every passing year; thereby, reinforcing 
Brand India — as one that stands for quality 
and excellence. Kuwait is a major investing 
nation while India is a highly rated profitable 
investment destination; this synergy, given the 
level of confidence in the relationship, needs to 
be explored further for mutual benefit. 

Embassy also organized various other 
events, including Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas, 5th 
International Yoga Day, World Environment Day, 
World Cycling Day, Hala Diwali, Constitution 
Day and various other events to commemorate 
the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 
The year has also witnessed celebrations in 
connection with the 550th birth anniversary of 
Shri Guru Nanak Devji. I am delighted to convey 
my hearty Felicitations and cordial greetings 
to all my Sikh friends resident in Kuwait on this 
important landmark. In this regard, I would also 
like to extend my sincere gratitude to all the 
esteemed guests who graced our events with 
their presence and to all the friends of India who 
collaborated with the Embassy to make all these 
events highly successful and memorable.     

Significance of people-to-people dimension 
in our bilateral relationship cannot be 
overemphasized. These ties form the bedrock of 
this strong, close and abiding friendship between 
our two friendly countries. Presence of over a 
million Indians in this friendly, peace-loving and 
vibrant nation of Kuwait is a testimony to the 
enduring spirit of cooperation between the two 
countries and its peoples. 

In all my interactions with the Kuwaiti leadership 
at various levels in specific, and with the people of 
Kuwait in general, a consistent theme that stood 
out was the generous appreciation of the Indian 
Community in Kuwait and a recognition of their 
contribution towards the development of the 
State of Kuwait. I have been repeatedly reassured 
that the Indian Community in Kuwait enjoys the 
highest level of trust and confidence of the friendly 
people of Kuwait. 

This is reflective of the values that we espouse 
and cherish, our law abiding nature, peaceful and 
friendly disposition and our pluralistic values that  
celebrate diversity. I am quite confident that my 
dear Indian citizens in Kuwait will continue to 
uphold these high ideals, values and standards, 
abide by local laws and regulations and exert 
their utmost efforts in contributing towards 
the economic development of this friendly 
host country. Embassy will continue to place 
welfare and well-being of the Indian Community 
in Kuwait at the forefront of its endeavours. 
In cooperation with the Kuwaiti authorities, 
community associations, well-wishers and 
volunteers of the Community, Embassy will strive 
with even more vigor to address all issues and 
ensure the welfare of the Indian Community in 
Kuwait so that it can continue to provide a strong 
impetus to India-Kuwait relations.

Once again, on this joyous and proud occasion 
of the Republic Day of India, I wish every Indian 
national in Kuwait good health and happiness. 
I also take this opportunity to convey my best 
wishes for the continued good health and well-
being of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al Hamad Al-Sabah, His Excellency 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr. Ahmad 
Nasir Al-Muhammad Al-Sabah, and to the friendly 
people of the State of Kuwait.

Message of H.E. Mr. K. Jeeva Sagar, 
Ambassador of India to Kuwait

On the Occasion of the 71st Republic Day of India
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Vibrant legacy of 

Indian art

From early rock carvings and illustrations 
to a flourishing contemporary art 
scene, India’s vibrant artistic legacy 

is the result of an amalgamation of various 
religious and cultural influences. Modern 
Indian art in its different forms is often seen to 
draw inspiration from the themes, images, and 
the strong sense of design characteristic of 
traditional Indian art and thereby highlighting 
the country’s profound art heritage.

Traditional Indian art is an expression of 
people from an era when life was tuned to 
the rhythms of nature and its cyclic changes. 
It is the art of people knotted with natural 
energy, whose life and creativity were 
inextricably infused with snippets from 
religious epics and the myths and legends of 
multitudinous gods.

Artistic diversity of the land is also 
reflective of the diverseness of the region 
that once encompassed Afghanistan in the 

west to Bangladesh in the east, and from 
Bhutan and Nepal in the north to Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives in the south. The art of this 
region manifested itself in vivid, distinct, and 
enchanting art forms, including in paintings, 
sculptures, pottery and textiles. 

Indian art has over the centuries influenced 
others and been influenced by the art of others. 
Since some of the world’s major religions such as 
Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism and Islam 
either began or flourished in India, much of Indian 
art is based on religious themes and concepts. This 
religio-centric nature of traditional art is believed 
to have followed Indian religions out of the region 
and influenced large swathes of  South East Asia, 
Tibet and China. For its part, Indian art was also  
influenced by travelers and conquerors, especially 
from Central Asia and Iran, and later from Europe.

Archaeologists have discovered evidence of 
prehistoric rock art — relief, carvings or drawings 
— in India that dates back more than 10,000 years 
ago to 8000 BCE at the Bhimbetka petroglyphs 
in central India. The earliest known Indian art 
sculptures were produced by the Indus Valley 

Civilization Between 2,500 and 1800 BCE, India 
witnessed its earliest art sculptures at the Indus 
Valley Civilization, where small terracotta and 
bronze figures were created representing humans 
and animals.

By 700 BCE stone and bronze sculptures with 
religious theme began to appear with the creation 
of vast temples carved in stone and decorated 
with impressive columns. Religious and porsaic 
sculpture was a common practice among Hindus 
and Buddhists, and the sculpture of deities 
continued to be a main focus of Indian art for 
centuries. 

By the 16th century, Islam gained importance 
under the Mughal Empire and art grew under 
Islamic rulers. British involvement in India began 
in the 18th century, during which time they 
established art schools to promote European 
styles. As a result, local art styles merged with 
foreign influences and traditional art forms were 
often romanticized or exaggerated to appeal to 
European buyers. 

In 1947, India gained independence from the 
British empire which pushed local artists to search 
for a new style. Contemporary Indian art came 
of age incorporating traditional elements and 
influences from the rich history of the country.

Each region of India offers its own distinct style 
of art with three prevalent art forms — painting, 
architecture and sculpture — overarching the 
history of Indian art. Religious motifs are some 
of the most common subject matter, often 
featuring mythological forms as well as elaborate 
ornamentation.Some of the  popular Indian folk 
paintings that have withstood changing trends 
and the ravages of history include:

Madhubani paintings: This style originated in 
the Mithila region of Bihar as a form of wall art.
The Madhubani style is represented by a simple 
and evocative portrayal of culture and tradition, 
typically depicting mythological scenes. Artists 
juxtapose vibrant imagery with pared-down 
patterns, often bearing floral, animal, or bird 
motifs. The art form is practiced in many different 
styles including Bharni, Katchni, Geru, Godna, and 
Tantric.

Miniature paintings: These were created mostly 
as illustrations for manuscripts and were initially 
found on palm leaves, painted for merchants 

who carried them throughout their travels 
across the subcontinent in the 10th and 12th 
centuries. The art form became increasingly 
important throughout the Mughal and Rajput 
courts. Miniature paintings were highly detailed 
and intricate, drawing from Persian techniques. 
Themes ranged from religious and historical 
scenes to depictions of everyday life.

Pattachitra painting: Another early form of 
painting from around modern day Odisha, it is still 
practised in small villages in the area. Pattachitra 
literally translates to ‘cloth picture’ and aptly 
describes this traditional, cloth-based type of 
scroll painting. Known for its intricate details and 
mythological narratives, the paintings calls for 
angular, bold lines.

Warli paintings: A form of indigenous Indian art 
that dates back 2,500 years, the style originated 
in Maharashtra where it is still widely practised 
today. Typically created on the walls of huts, 
Warli paintings utilize linear and monochromatic 
hues and an elementary style of execution that 
resembles cave painting. Contrary to other types 
of tribal art, which feature an abundance of colors, 
this style utilizes earth-tones and neutral shades to 
depict activities of local people such as farming, 
dancing, and hunting.

Thanjavur paintings: This South Indian painting 
style flourished between the 16th and 18th 
centuries. Thanjavur paintings are colorful panel 
paintings done on a wood plank, usually depicting 
a deity as the primary subject matter of the 
composition.

Kalamkari paintings: This type of hand-painted 
or block-printed cotton textile is produced in the 
Indian states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. It 
was traditionally used for making narrative scrolls 
and panels and has a strong connection to Persian 
motifs.

Gond paintings: Developed by the Gondi tribe of 
Central India, this type of art celebrates the natural 
world, depicting anything from lush greenery to 
animals. The paintings are created using a series of 
intricately arranged dots and dashes.

Phad paintings: Phad paintings date back 
thousands of years as a religious form of scroll 
painting that depicts battlefields, adventure 
stories, and folk deities.

Though the paintings mentioned here are 
some of the more prominent styles, there are 
several other types of Indian folk paintings that 
derive from different periods and regions within 
the subcontinent. Together these paintings often 
form the legacy from which any contemporary 
artist derive their inspiration.
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In 2019, India with more than 59 
million cows produced over 165 
million tonnes of milk and nearly 80 
percent of this production came from 
an unorganized sector of small farmers 
across the country.

India is also the world’s largest 
producer, consumer and exporter of 
spices and spice products, with spice 
exports earning the country over $3 
billion in 2018. In addition, India ranks 
as the second largest fruit producer 
in the world, with production of 
horticulture crops estimated at a 
record 315 million tonnes in 2018-
19. Meanwhile, the Indian food and 
grocery market is the world’s sixth 
largest, with this retail market being 
currently worth close to $400 billion 
annually.

India, which produced over 1.3 
billion kilograms of tea in 2018 is also 
the world’s second largest producer 
and fourth largest exporter of tea in the 
world. Meanwhile with a production 
of 320,000 tonnes of coffee in 2018, 
India is the third largest producer and 
exporter of coffee. While tea exports 
reached a 36-year high of 241million 
kilograms in 2018, coffee shipments 
from the country reached a record 
48,000 tonnes.

In a bid to boost innovation and 
entrepreneurship in agriculture, 
the government is also introducing 
several new programs and schemes, 
including a new ‘Agri-Udaan’ program 
to mentor start-ups and to enable 
them to connect with potential 
investors. In addition, the government 
is to provide more than $300 million 
for computerisation of Primary 
Agricultural Credit Society (PACS) to 
ensure cooperatives are benefitted 
through digital technology.

India is expected to achieve the 
ambitious goal of doubling farm 
income by 2022. The government plans 
to increase the average income of a 
farmer household at current prices to 
Rs 219,724 (US$ 3,420.21) by 2022-23 
from Rs 96,703 (US$ 1,505.27) in 2015-16.

The agriculture sector in India 
is expected to generate better 
momentum in the next few years 
due to increased investments in 
agricultural infrastructure such as 
irrigation facilities, warehousing 
and cold storage. Furthermore, the 
growing use of genetically modified 
crops will likely improve the yield 
for Indian farmers.  The concerted 
efforts of scientists to get early-
maturing varieties of pulses and the 
government’s increase in minimum 
support price are also likely to result in 
the country becoming self-sufficient in 
pulses in the next few years.

The adoption of food safety 
and quality assurance mechanisms 
such as Total Quality Management 
(TQM) including ISO 9000, ISO 22000, 
Hazard Analysis and Critical Control 
Points (HACCP), Good Manufacturing 
Practices (GMP) and Good Hygienic 
Practices (GHP) by the food processing 
industry, are also predicted to offer 
several benefits.

Indian agriculture turns to
 hi-tech solutions

From preparing the land, to sowing, 

to reaping and monitoring of the crop, 
everything today can be done with the 
aid of sophisticated technology driven 
systems. Such disruptive technologies 
and innovations in application 
engineering are fast changing farming 
practices in India.

Irrigation has become highly 
evolved with sophisticated fluid 
management systems using hi-tech 
water pumps that are well suited for 
meeting the challenges of bringing 
fresh water to the farming fields and 
providing farmers complete control 
over available water resources.

These hi-tech pump systems are 
ensuring supply of adequate and timely 
potable water to farms in the recesses 
of the country, notwithstanding the 
challenges of terrain or inadequate 
water pressure, while helping combat 
unplanned irrigation that leads to 
water shortage and wastage.

Smart pumps automate and 
understand the specific water 
requirement and thus save this critical 
resource water. The IoT enabled 
pumps have given farmers full control 
to operate the entire system from his 
mobile phone — set the quantity 
of water to be pumped and time 
of watering his field and also get a 
real-time report of the critical health 
parameters of the pump system. On 
the other hand, precision agricultural 
technology, such as those used in 
drones, is aiding farmers to better plan 
and monitor their crops, to ensure 
greater productivity. 

Wastage of unmonitored irrigation 
water is the highest cost contributor 
for the farmer through the crop 
production cycle. Further, water 
shortage and water management 
challenges are so grave in India that it 
has led to hundreds of farmer suicides 
over the past few years.

The extent of mismanagement 
of irrigation resources in India can 
be gauged from the fact that our 
farmers use 2-4 times more water 
during a particular food crop cycle 
as compared to China or Brazil. In 
fact, the agricultural sector uses up 
to 78 percent of fresh-water available 
in the country, the highest among 
other sectors.Though India has among 
the world’s largest areas under non-
irrigated (rain-fed) agriculture and 
most farmers rely on rainwater for 
cultivation, nearly 65 percent of 
rainwater in India is not even harvested 
and runs off into the sea. 

Also, with depleting ground water 
levels, farmers face challenges of 
getting clean water from borewell. 
The power supply in many villages 
is irregular and still fluctuates, which 
makes it difficult for the farmer to 
pump up water from deeper borewells. 
Also, water so acquired is not clean 
and could potentially damage crops.

Several reports suggest that by 
2050, in India the per capita availability 
of water will decrease by 40-50 percent. 
With a shortage of clean, potable 
water increasingly becoming a reality, 
smart farm technology solutions will 
enable the country to find better 
water conservation solutions in farms. 
India has developed its own world-
class engineering capabilities in water 
management systems by leveraging 
disruptive technologies such as 

Internet of Things, AR/VR and 3D printing. 
Some of these hi-tech products include the new-gen 

pumping systems that are capable of meeting the diverse 
challenges in water supply to farms. The new-gen pumps 
are equipped to function normally even on low voltage. 

There are also pumps that are suited for meeting sprinkler 
and drip systems in farms where pressure can be controlled. 
Some are fitted with chlorination technology designed for 
improving the quality of water delivered through the pump.

The most remarkable factor about these new-generation 
farm technologies is that they are completely indigenously 
engineered and manufactured, hence affordable, widely 
available and easily serviceable.

Among other precision agricultural technologies is 
that of the use of drones. Data on precise crop health can 
be monitored and recorded regularly using drones and 
farmers can immediately intervene, when required, thus 
ensuring better production. Adoption of drone technology 
in agriculture is leading to ease of the process of production 
and enhanced productivity, both in terms of quality and 
quantity.

[Excerpts from an article by Alok Kirloskar, Executive 
Director, Kirloskar Brothers Limited]

Agriculture, a mainstay of the economy
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Thanks to the ease of use, attractive offers and 
increased smartphone penetration, the digital 
wallet companies were able to find their way to the 
consumer’s phone, as well as their pockets.

Growth in the digital payment industry growth 
is likely to be led by the rise in digital/mobile 
wallets. In its regular World Payment Report, 
the French consulting and outsourcing services 
company Capgemini expects mobile wallets to 
witness a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 
148 percent over the next five years and reach $4.5 
billion in the short-term by 2022. 

The exponential growth of the digital payment 
sector is driven by multiple factors, including 
the ever-growing smartphone penetration, 
convenience to pay, availability of lucrative offers, 
rise of non-banking payment institutions, such 
as payments bank, digital wallets and others, 
as well as conducive regulatory policies from 
the government, and an increasing consumer 
willingness to embrace digital payment platforms.

The advent of next-generation payment systems 
like payment banks, digital wallets and BharatQR, is 
adding further momentum to digital payments in 
the country. According to the IDC Financial Insights 
report titled The Future of Payments in India: More 
Spectacular Growth Ahead, it is projected that 
digital payments in India will supersede cash by 
2022.

Another key driver of digital payments is positive 
policy framework changes and government 
initiatives like launch of new payments systems 
like - UPI, Aadhar linked electronic payments and 
improvement of the digital infrastructure.

In a bid to expand their reach, the digital 
wallets have been encouraging customers to use 
them for offline point of sale (POS) transactions, 
such as at shopping malls, supermarkets, grocery 
stores, restaurants and petrol stations. These POS 
transactions are expected to become a major 
contributor to the digital payments platform in the 
coming years. 

Another important pillar of the digital payment 
story are the online ticketing, travel and events 
companies like the Indian railways and private 
players such as Makemytrip, Yatra, Ibibo, Trivago 
(hotels), redBus (buses), and Bookmyshow (movie 
and event ticketing), who have encouraged 
consumers to transact online.

A recent survey showed that over 80 percent 

of existing digital payment users prefer the 
medium over other non-cash payment methods 
like cheques or demand drafts. Online shopping, 
payment of utility bills such as electricity, water 
and mobile bills, and purchase of movie tickets are 
the three things that an Indian user primarily pays 
for through digital platform An interesting aspect 
of India’s digital payment story is that it is going 
to be dominated by micro transactions of average 
value below Rs 100). The report by Google BCG 
predicts that 50 percent of person-to-merchant 
transactions will be under Rs.100.. 

Though it started relatively late, the Indian 
ecosystem of digital payments is pegged to have 
the most evolved system compared to 25 other 
countries which were surveyed by the US-based 
fintech leader FIS. In its fifth iteration of faster 
payments’ industry report titled Flavors of Fast, FIS 
said: “India’s Immediate Payment Service (IMPS) 
continues to be one of the most sophisticated and 
evolved faster payments schemes in the world. It is 
the only scheme in the 2018 report to receive a ‘5’ 
rating — the highest possible rank — on our Faster 
Payments Innovation Index (FPII).” 

“Since launching IMPS, India has built one of 
the most evolved and sophisticated public digital 
payments infrastructures in the world,” commented 
FIS in its report. The parameters that FIS used to 
measure the digital payments in these 25 countries 
include round-the-clock availability of the services, 
adoption, and immediacy of payments; in all these 
metrics India topped other countries such as the 
UK, Singapore, Denmark, Switzerland, China, Japan, 
and others.

The IMPS was a system initiated by the Indian 
government in a move to radically modernize 
the Indian payment ecosystem, encourage more 
underbanked people into the financial mainstream, 
and reduce the reliance on cash. IMPS allows bank 
customers to use a mobile device, the internet 
and other channels to make immediate payments. 
One of the fastest-growing immediate payment 
services in the world, the daily transaction volumes 
on IMPS crossed three million a day.

The digital payment ecosystem is being 
transformed and the sector has witnessed 
tremendous growth, innovations and regulatory 
support over the last two years. The focus should 
now be to keep the momentum going with more 
support from the government and innovations, 
safety and convenience from the players to benefit 
customers and the Indian economy.

Future of payments in India is digital

Despite dismal forecasts for the global 
economy in 2020 and less than 
glowing reports on growth rate in 

India, investors still remain upbeat on the 
prospects of the Indian economy going into 
the future.

Last week, in its latest forecast on economic 
health worldwide, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said that it had trimmed back 
its 2020 global growth forecasts due to 
unexpected slowdowns in India and other 
emerging markets. The IMF forecast global 
growth would reach 3.3 percent in 2020, 
compared to 2.9 percent in 2019, which was the 
slowest growth pace since the financial crisis a 
decade ago. 

The reductions reflected the IMF’s 
reassessment of economic prospects for a 
number of major emerging markets, notably 
India, where domestic demand has slowed 
more sharply than expected amid a contraction 
of credit and stress in the non-bank sector.

However, speaking at the World Economic 

Forum 2020 on Friday, IMF Chief Kristalina 
Georgieva said growth slowdown in India 
appears to be temporary and she expects the 
momentum to improve going ahead. She also 
added that the world appears a better place 
in January 2020 compared to what it a few 
months back

This upbeat sentiment on India has been 
shared by international and domestic investors 
who have expressed their confidence in the 
country’s economy through investments 
that grew 28 percent to US$48 billion in 2019, 
according to new data by EY, formerly Ernst & 
Young, the UK-based professional services firm.

Figures from EY show that in 2019, private 
equity and venture capital investments in 
India reached an all-time high in terms of 
both value and volume. In terms of value, 
investments increased at 28 percent to $48 
billion, compared to $37.4 billion recorded in 
2018. The growth witnessed was on the back 
of increased investments in the infrastructure 
sector, which on its own accounted for 30 
percent of the overall investments in 2019 by 
value, compared to 12 percent in 2018.

The data also included deals that were 
announced but are still awaiting closure like 
ADIA, PSP and NIIF’s investment in GVK and 
others.In 2019, in terms of volume, there were 
1,037 deals recorded witnessing an increase by 
35 percent from the 769 deals witnessed a year 
ago. Nearly 60 percent of these deals were in 
the start-up space, with start-ups recording a 
61 percent rise in terms of number of deals in 
2019 as compared to 378 deals clinched the 
previous year.

Though there was a decline of three 
percent in pure play private equity/venture 

capital investments, nevertheless, there was 
a significant increase in investments in the 
infrastructure and real estate asset classes. 
which recorded an increase of 225 percent and 
33 percent, respectively, on a year-on-year (y/y) 
basis.

Investments in private equity/venture 
capital in 2019, recorded the highest ever value 
in the infrastructure sector with $14.5 billion 
as compared to $4.5 billion in 2018, while real 
estate received $6.1 billion against $4.6 billion 
in the previous year.

Buyouts overtook growth capital deals for 
the first time and were recorded as the primary 
PE/VC deal type accounting for 34 percent of 
all PE/VC investments by value in 2019. This 
was an increase of 56 percent in terms of value 
with $16.2 billion in 2019 compared to the $10.4 
billion recorded in 2018. In the last two years, 
buyouts received $26.7 billion in deal value, 
which is more than the value of buyouts in the 
previous 12 years combined.

Also, there were 58 deals of buyouts in 
2019 which were the highest ever. This was 
driven by significant increase (180% increase 
y/y)in value, and an equally large increase 
(123% increase y/y) in the number of buyouts 
in the infrastructure and real estate sectors. 
Buyouts in the traditional PE/VC space, though, 
decreased in both value (26% decline y/y) and 
volume (19% decline y/y) in 2019.

Last year, growth capital investments 
increased by 9 percent to $14.5 billion against 

the $13.2 billion in 2018. This too was primarily 
on account of increase in growth investments 
in infrastructure and real estate sectors which 
witnessed a growth of 136 percent in terms 
of value, going from $3.1 billion in 2018 to $7.3 
billion in 2019. In terms of volume, the increase 
was 97 percent, from the 30 deals in 2018 to 
59 deals in 2019. Here too, pure play private 
equity/venture capital witnessed a decline of 
26 percent in terms of value and 13 percent in 
terms of volume.

Remarkably, in 2019, investments in startups 
were the highest ever in terms of value and 
volume with $7.9 billion coming into startups, 
compared to the $6.5 billion in 2018, making it a 
22 percent growth rate. The largest investments 
in a startup in 2019 was the $810 that Softbank 
invested in OYO Homes & Hotels, an Indian 
hotel chain. Incidentally OYO is the world’s 
third-largest and fastest-growing hospitality 
chain of leased and franchised hotels, homes 
and living spaces

There were 111 large deals with a value 
greater than $100 million recorded in 2019, 
accumulating a total of $35.2 billion and 
accounting for 73 percent of total private 
equity/ venture capital investments made in 
year compared to 81 large deals aggregating 
$27.9 billion a year earlier. Reflecting a 
continued confidence in the Indian economy, 
the value and volume of large deals have been 
progressively increasing over the past four to 
five years.

Investors remain upbeat on the India growth story
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Poori: Dating back to Vedic ages, poori was the 
perfect accompaniment to curries that involved 
spices. The rise of the poori as a popular dish 
came about because it could take flavors and 
fillings equally well. The fact that pooris formed 
a part of temple food across India, only helped to 
strengthen its role on the Indian plate.

 The Indian cuisine is closely related to the 
Indian history, each historical region developing 
a unique set of dishes, using diverse ingredients. 

However, a constant remains for all regions: the 
affinity for sweet desserts and spicy snacks. 
Besides being closely related to history, Indian 
cuisine is also strongly influenced by the diverse 
religions, cultures and traditions of the country, 
with no other country having a wider selection 
of exotic dishes or offering such a large variety of 
stimuli to the taste buds.

Chai: Although the tea industry is thriving 
in India today, it was first introduced by 
the British. Chinese varieties of tea were 
first introduced in an attempt to break 
the Chinese monopoly on tea. Tea was 
originally only consumed by Anglicized 
Indians, and it was not until the 1920s that 
tea grew widely popular in India through 
a successful advertising campaign by the 
Tea Board.

Dum Biryani: According to many historical 
sources Biryani originated in the princely state of 
Hyderabad in the era of Nizams. Dum Biryani or 
Biryani of Awadh was said to have originated in 
Lucknow, when the Nawab of Awadh ordered a 
meal of rice and spice to be cooked in huge brass 
pots and served to the people during a period 
of food scarcity in the region. The huge amount 
of food was cooked with minimum resources in 
covered and sealed pots and the art of cooking 
in tightly sealed pots came to be known as ‘dum’. 

Petha: Whoever has been to the city of the Taj 
Mahal will definitely say that Petha is the best 
item to eat in Agra. The invention of Agra ka 
Petha is linked to 
the construction 
of the colossal 
monument when 
around 21,000 
workers were 
bored of the daily 
meal comprising 
only dal and roti. 
The then Mughal 
Emperor Shah Jahan shared his concern with 
master architect Ustad Isa Effendi, who requested 
Pir Naqshbandi Sahib for a solution to the 
Emperor’s worries. It is believed that the Pir went 
into a trance during prayers one day and received 
the recipe of Petha from the Almighty.

Mysore Pak: Also known as the signature 
sweetmeat of South India, Mysore Pak’s history 
can be traced back to the kitchens of Mysore 
Palace in the early 20th century when Nalawadi 
Krishnaraja Wodeyar was the king in power. 

One day, Kakasura 
Madappa, the 
then royal cook, 
made a new sweet 
dish with the mix 
of chickpea flour, 
ghee and sugar. 
When the king 
tasted it, the dish 
melted at the tip 

of his tongue. On being asked the name of the 
dish, the cook invented the name ‘Mysore Paka’ 
in a split of second. ‘Paka’ in Kannada means, a 
sweet concoction. 
Jalebi: One of 
the most popular 
Indian sweet 
dishes, Jalebi owes 
its origin to West 
Asia and came 
to India along 
with the Persian 
invaders. This sweetmeat was called ‘Kundalika’ 
and ‘Jalavallika’ during the 15th century. 

Interesting tales of popular

Indian dishes
Once considered the shining jewel in the British Empire’s crown, India 

can today be easily titled as the huge, 60-carat diamond in the World’s 
favored cuisine ring. The large variety of dishes, appetizers, snacks, side 

dishes and desserts have found fans around the globe. 
There are mainly four different regional styles: the North Indian cuisine 

(Benaras, Kashmir, Mughlai, Punjab and Rajasthan), the South Indian cuisine 
(Andhra, Kannada, Kerala and Tamil), East Indian cuisine (Assamese and 
Bengali) and Western Indian cuisine (Goa, Gujarat and Maharashtra). To 
understand the history behind some of our staple food items, let us take a 
closer look at a few dishes and the story behind their origins.

Kichdi: Considered in Ayurveda as a 
‘perfect meal’, Kichdi, originating from 
the Sanskrit word krsara or medley, was 
originally created by adding roasted and de-
husked sesame seeds to a mix of butter and 
salt and then boiling it with rice. It was also 

the strength food of the Rajputana armies 
that survived days of walk on ‘Sauitha’ which 
was khichdi made with bajra and taari, made 
with broken rice. The Awadh kings gave it a 
newer version by creating ‘shoal and kuch’, 
which is khichdi with meat. 
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India still lives in its villages with nearly 70 percent of the 
population living in more than 675,000 villages spread across 
the country. 

Village or rural tourism is a growing trend among many urban 
people in India and abroad. In response to this trend, many villages 
in India have begun offering short-stays and allowing guests to 
help out in farming the land, tending to cattle and other activities 
that are a routine part of village life.

By opting for village tourism, you not only provide an opportunity 
for the villagers to earn hard-cash from your visit, but you also get 
to experience a rural setting that provides a window on how the 
majority of Indians live and go about their daily lives.

So, in the course of plowing fields and learning survival 
techniques in these largely unspoilt places, you not only give back 
to the community but also come out of your comfort zone and 
experience things you would not normally think of. 

Here are some of the states where you can experience rural 
India at its best.

Chhattisgarh: With the winsome treasure of dense deciduous 
forest, misty waterfalls, elating jungle trails, villages in the state of 
Chhattisgarh offer a feast for the senses. Inhabited mainly by tribes, 
this plush state has some unique cultural and food habits to share 
with the world. Be it the tangy ant chutney with actual red ants or 
hammocks slung over overgrown gardens, the driving force of this 
beauty is indeed supremely magnetic. The people living here too 
acknowledge the fact that what they have is extremely valuable. 
And that is the reason they protect it in every way they can. In fact, 
they do not even plow the ground as according to them this too 
can hurt Mother Nature.

Rural trips in Chhattisgarh will bring you close to many such 
tribal traditions and customs, and allow you to interact with the 
local people. Some of the tribes such as the Gond and Baiga, can be 
easily spotted from their clothing, which takes on every hue of the 
rainbow, and the tattoos on their feet. As much as they are capable 
of enticing people with their way of living, their craftsmanship hits 
another zenith of finesse.

The experience attached with rural tours of this state always 
changes as tour operators take you to different villages on each trip 
so as to cause minimal disturbance to the life of the locals. Do not 
worry about missing out on any trip, as an amazing homestay and 
uniquely bizarre platter of food  still remains a constant.

Uttarakhand: Abundance of nature at every step and unlimited 
hideaways allow one to immerse themselves in the wilderness 

in Uttarakhand. With its wildly beautiful hamlets and  vibrantly 
colorful culture, the state is the perfect destination to fall in love 
with nature. Intricate art can be seen right at the doorsteps of your 
homestay in the form of Aipan, a traditional art form associated 
with fortune and fertility. The mural is drawn on the floor using 
white rice flour paste over a background made of red clay called 
geru. Step out for a walk and you get to assay the local dialects 
oozing with the rhythms of folk music while listening to soul-
fulfilling folktales.

From villages like Jeolikot, Sankri, Khirsu, Kuflon, Malari and 
Sitlakhet, overlooking either snow-clad mountains, emerald hills 
or sparkling rivers, to Mana, the last inhabited village on the Indo-
China border and famous for its sheep wool, and on to Kalap, a 
trekker’s paradise that basks in the glory of pine, deodar and 
wild lavender forests, the blissfulness of Uttarakhand has to be 
experienced to be appreciated.

Himachal Pradesh:  The state government has taken a unique 
approach to rural tourism by launching a scheme known as ‘Har 
Gaon Ki Kahani‘, the story of every village. The scheme is helping 
attract tourists to lesser known and remote destinations for the 
last couple of years. As part of the scheme, villages from all over 
the state are requested to send in, fascinating tales, folklore and 
anecdotes related to their villages. 

 If the story from a village is interesting and has some historical 
facts, the tourism department then allots funds to that village to 

develop basic amenities and tourism infrastructure. The stories 
are also published in the tourist brochures of the state to lure 
tourists.This novel scheme aims at developing villages of historic 
importance as tourism villages by providing basic amenities and  
providing tourists a peep into rustic life of the hill State. Also in 
the state is the Spiti Valley, which is a lesser-known alternative to 
Leh and Ladakh. Visits to Buddhist monasteries, yak safaris, treks to 
villages, village homestays, and cultural performances are some of 
the possible activities available in the place. 

Rajasthan: Go live among the gleaming golden sands and join 
men with long twirled mustaches and women in long veiled 
ghagras as they dance to the tunes of Kavelias and Mirasis, or take 
long camel rides across the Thar Desert.

With a cultural life that is quite diverse, exquisite tribal arts and 
crafts, local customs, and of course an entire different dimension to 
foods on offer, there is never a dull moment to life in rural Rajasthan. 
Everything boils down to the very friendly rural people and their 
sense of hospitality. Meet the Meena, a tribe originally from 
Chittorgarh, now a large city and municipality of the state.People 
of this tribe are particularly famous for their craftship in designing a 
unique jewelry style called Kundan Meena. 

If your interest is to learn a new skill, then meet the Bishnoi 
tribe at their village of Bishnoi to learn a thing or two about block 
painting and pottery. Or, if star-gazing and bird-watching are your 
muse, then head for a unique homestay experience to a Khuri 
village.  Also, villages like Bijaipur offe horse rides and treks to 
pamper the adventure buff in you.

Gujarat: You must have known this state as an A-lister in 
industrialization but ignoring the potential of its rural tourism 
would be wrong move , as it will acquaint you with some of the 
must-visit villages and towns in India. 

The villages in the state showcase a large range of topography, 
covering beaches, salt marshes, and alluviums and allow you 
to watch expert artisans in action, as well as experience and get 
an insight into village life. Get to stay in mud huts, or tents at the 
Hodka’s village resort, owned and operated by the Village Tourism

Shades of

Rural Travel 
in India

Air Arabia flies to 13 destinations in India with the best connections and fares. Destinations include Mumbai, Nagpur, Goa, Bengaluru, Calicut, Kochi, 

Thiruvananthapuram, Coimbatore, Chennai, Hyderabad, Delhi, Jaipur, Ahmedabad.  log on to airarabia.com for more details

Punjab: Less than two hours drive from the bustle of Amritsar 
city and rush at the Golden Temple, you get to enjoy rural 
bliss among extensive farms that form the bread-basket of 
India. Entrepreneurial farmers have added another source of 
income by designing cottages in the midst of verdant fields. 
Made entirely of mud by local craftsmen, a stay in the cottages 
allows you to experience rural life at its best, but with all 
modern conveniences. 

Guests can get involved in various farming activities, 
including milking cows, farming fields, going on long tractor 
rides, or cycling along rural paths , visiting Sikh temples and 
experience religious ceremonies. Or take a walk along village 
roads and get to meet the villagers behind all this farming 
extravagance, or simply relax with a glass of sweet yogurt and 
enjoy the serenity around you.
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Committee of the people of Hodka village, 
or sleep out on the traditional woven bed, the 
charpoy under a star-studded sky.

One of the top names on this list is Vathua 
village nestled at the confluence of seven rivers. 
It is here that you can get familiar with the gypsy 
culture and festivals like Vautha Mela. In the 
historical village Tera in Bhuj surround yourself 
with splendid architecture while learning the art 
of Bandhani or block print your boring attires, or 
try out the mirror work and Jat embroidery.

Meghalaya: Meghalaya is a dream drawn in 
golden motifs on the rustic chapter of India. Here, 
the jungle trails are chained to the rhythms of 
tribal music with dances and culture guiding the 
way of living.

The state is famous for its natural caves as it 
is for its ecotourism, which makes complete 
sense seeing how the state is a repository of 
vast stretch of forests, water bodies, and wildlife. 
Mainly inhabited by the Khashi, Garo, and Jaintia 
tribes, they follow age-old customs, including 
a matrilineal system where inheritance is traced 
through the women of the family.

In Sasatgre village nestled at the foot of Nokrek 
peak you get to stay in airy households where 
you could stretch your hands out and pluck 
oranges right off the bushes. In Lalong, a small 
village housing a handful of families belonging 
to Jaintia tribes, you can lap up the perks of high 
terrain-rural life, while enjoying various adventure 
activities such as forest trails, spelunking, and rock 
climbing.

Sikkim: Green, clean and all organic, Sikkim is an 
epitome of beauty that needs no conformance 
or validation. A rural trip here will take you to 
the dense forest where nutty trails will guide 
your way and crushing twigs will mark your 
arrival. This once mountain kingdom strings a 
plethora of different customs, together making 
a heritage that’s appreciated by travelers from 
around the globe.

Despite being tucked in lush meadows and 
bejeweled with the humble lifestyle of its people, 

your visit to Sikkim will be anything but boring. 
Meet the  Lepchas, Bhutias, and Nepalese who 
inhabit this land and flood it with a torrent of 
festivals and a vivid platter of narratives, myth, 
and folklore.

Sikkim will also bring you closer to villages 
like Lachung and Lachen with their abundance 
of natural charm such as glacial rivers, sparkling 
waterfalls and lofty mountains. A rural trip here 
will never be complete without a visit to Kaluk, 
where the existence Gurung Monastery and 
sights of Kanchenjunga can charm every cell in 
your body.

Odisha: Village tours here bring you closer to 
the tattoo-faced tribal community of brave 
Bondas with their bizarre rituals and many unique 
traditions.

The atmosphere, culture, and infrastructure 
of the villages pack more than just natural fresh 
air, green fields, village temple and ponds, it is 
also replete with unique age-old customs and 
traditions that have made its way into the roots 
of this community.

Drench in excitement while participating in 
the festivals and events of the village like a local 
as the people here are not just friendly, they invite 
you to their homes and make guests feel like 
royalty.  The region is a mix and match of vivid 
topography that helps you transition swiftly from 
seas to mountains and forests. It is this amazing 
range of terrain that takes you to villages like Puri 
that impresses tourists with its archeology as well 
as its quaint charms.

Small shrines, traditional bazaars, and cave 
jaunts at sunset and sunrise here are worth a 
lifetime. Get to experience Nuapatna, a village of 
traditional weavers, where the unique Mahima 
sadhus offer the holy prayer for the sake of 
universal peace, pay a visit to rural Odisha’s  
international star Pipli, famous for its unique 
appliqué art.

Maharashtra: The jewel of rural tourism 
in Maharashtra has to Purushwadi, an 
obscure village that is lit by the light of a 
million fireflies. Being an outlying village, 
this little paradise is all decked up in rural 
motifs for you to enjoy and learn some 
survival skills. Learn how to make fire, 
forage for food and build a basic shelter, 
while indulging in the perks of plucking 
mangoes right from the trees. 

Shifting from one zion to another, 

remote beaches and palm trees are the 
staple at Gorai village. This beautiful 
sanctuary is all about farmers working 
hard on lands, bullock carts taking courses 
and a domeless Gompa. Or head to 
Wavanda village to learn the revered tribal 
art form of the region from a local artisan 
who will teach both the basics and details. 
Make your own canvases from branches, 
earth, and red bricks, and paint out your 
emotions in  ivory with a bamboo stick.
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India is among the world’s leading 
countries in terms of producing energy 
from renewable sources. Currently, 

renewable sources account for around 35 
percent of India’s total installed electricity 
generation capacity and generates 17 
percent of total electricity in the country.

In 2015 at the Paris Climate Summit, India 
announced a commitment to achieving 40 
percent of its total electricity generation 
from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030. It also  
set an ambitious new goal of achieving 
175GW from renewables by 2022, with 
100GW coming from installed solar capacity. 
A break-up of the target showed wind power 
generating 60GW, biomass producing 10GW 
and small hydro power generating 5GW, in 
addition to 40GW of solar energy generation 
solely from rooftop units, and another 60GW 
from large-scale solar projects by 2022.

The country is now aiming for even more 
ambitious target of 57 percent of the total 
electricity capacity from renewable sources 
by 2027 in the Central Electricity Authority’s 
new strategy blueprint. The 2027 blueprint 
calls for 275GW from renewable energy, 
72GW of hydroelectricity, 15GW of nuclear 
energy and nearly 100GW from ‘other zero 

emission’ sources. At the end of third-quarter in 
2019, India’s total renewable electricity capacity, 
including large hydro was 131GW. This represents 
35.7 percent of the total installed electricity 
generation capacity in the country of around 
366GW.

India has an ambitious plan to eventually 
generate most of its power from environmentally 
green, renewable sources relying largely on 
ramping up energy sourced from solar and 
wind power. Initially, the country’s National Solar 
Mission was to achieve 20GW solar capacity by 
2022. Determined efforts by the government to 
introduce policies and implement plans to boost 
solar capacity led the country to achieve its goal, 
and exceed it, four years ahead of schedule. In 
2018, the installed solar power capacity of the 
country was over 26GW, which was also a 56 
percent increase compared to installed capacity 
of nearly 18GW a year earlier.

The plan to achieve 100GW solar generation 
by 2022 might appear over ambitious, especially 
considering that the end-to-end solar capacity 
of the whole world was around 303GW in 2017. 
However, owing to a highly conducive policy 
environment from the government, a steady influx 
of capital, falling prices and major improvements 
in solar technology in various related fields, 
including solar thermal power storage, India’s 
ambitious target is a realistically achievable goal 
in two more years. 

Of the total installed solar capacity to date, 
large-scale projects accounted for 88 percent and 
rooftop installations with 4,061 MW constitute the 
remaining 12 percent. Plans to boost individual 
roof-top solar power generation received a boost 
recently with the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy (MNRE) announcing new programs and 
policies to offer incentives for rooftop solar 
project commission to the various distribution 
companies. The rapidly increasing demand for 
electricity in the remotest corners of the country 
is also expected to continue the upward trend in 
rooftop installations. 

Latest figures show that at the end of 
September 2019, the country’s installed solar 
capacity had crossed 33GW. Though the pace of 
growth in installed capacity last year had slowed 
down from that in 2018, it is expected to pick 
up pace in 2020 when up to 12GW of additional 
installed capacity, largely from projects already 
in the pipeline, are likely to come onstream. As 
the country steadily moved towards achieving its 
renewable energy goals by 2022, the government 
upped the ante in 2019 Climate Summit by 
pledging to double its earlier target and to realize 
450GW of renewable energy by 2030.

Initiatives such as a 10-year tax exemption 
offered on solar energy projects, greenhouse gas 
emission reduction policies, as well as the plan to 
specify regulations for the use of drones in the 
arena of solar power plants, are just a few steps 
that the government of India is taking to achieve 
the energy goals set for 2022.

Meanwhile, for a country with a population 
of 1.3 billion, India’s per-capita consumption of 
electricity is relatively paltry. With an installed 
electricity capacity of around 366GW, India’s per 
capita average electrical energy consumption of 
1,181kWh per year was only a quarter of China’s 
4,475kWh and negligible in comparison to the 
US consumption of 12,071kWh per year. However, 
it is expected that as India undergoes rapid 
economic development, rising incomes, growing 
urbanization and a steadily increasing population 
will lead to a surge in demand for power.

Studies suggest that India’s share of total 

global primary energy demand is set to roughly 
double to around 11 percent by 2040. To meet this 
demand India will need to double its electricity 
output by 2030, while also remaining committed 
to reduction of its carbon footprint by 35 percent 
from 2005 levels. This would require roughly half 
the additional output to come from renewables, 
which translates to adding 25GW of renewable 
capacity annually until 2030. 

According to data from India’s Economic 
Survey 2018/19 funding needs for this exponential 
energy growth is expected to rise from around $76 
billion by 2022, to over $250 billion in the 2023-30 
period. On an annualized basis,this points to the 
emergence of investment opportunities of over 
$30 billion in the next decade and beyond, about 
three times current levels. This clearly indicates a 
huge and untapped investment potential.

Most of the country’s power generation 
currently comes from thermal energy by mining 
and burning coal, which accounts for nearly 55 
percent of Indian power generation. But solar and 
other renewable sources like hydro power, biomass, 
wind energy and others are steadily making their 
presence felt as viable alternatives. Already, today 
the average price of generating solar electricity 
has become 18 percent lower than the price of 
generating electricity from coal-based fuel sources.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

continues to 
shine bright in India

Solar energy

India’s achievable 
solar ambitions

According to a report by Mercom India 
Research, cumulative installed solar 

capacity by the end of third-quarter of 2019 
stood at 33.8GW by the end of Q3 2019. 

Mercom India Research also revised its 
forecast down to around 7.3GW of solar 
capacity additions in 2019 from the previous 
estimate of approx 8GW. This is an annual 12 
percent decrease from 2018 installations of 
8.3GW. Rooftop solar installations declined 
by just 16% quarter-over-quarter (QoQ) in Q3 
2019, totaling 245 MW compared to 292 MW 
installed in Q2 2019. Rooftop solar installations 
fell by 44% YoY compared to 435 MW installed 
in Q3 2018.

The report attributed the revision in solar 
estimates for 2019 to a slowdown in rooftop 
solar installations, partial commissioning of 
large-scale solar projects and over a gigawatt 
of projects that were scheduled to be 
commissioned in the third and fourth quarters 
have been postponed to 2020 for various 
reasons.The report noted that the improved 
outlook for 2020 is largely due to a stronger 
existing project pipeline and not because the 
market fundamentals have changed.

“India has tremendous potential in 
renewable energy and the government’s 
goal of installing 175GW of renewable 
energy, including 100GW from solar by 2022 
looks achievable with the right policies and 
participation of the industry,” said the report. 
Even though it will take time for the economy 
to stabilize, enforcing renewable purchase 
obligations, shoring up finances of DISCOMs 
so they can pay the developers on time, and 
facilitating lending will put the solar industry 
back on the growth path so it can continue 
generating clean power, while decreasing 
pollution from fossil fuels, the report said.

India has an ambitious plan to 
eventually generate most of its 

power from environmentally green, 
renewable sources relying largely on 

ramping up energy sourced 
from solar and wind power. 
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According to the US-based Institute for Energy 
Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA), while 
it is true that India is embracing renewables and 
new energy technologies due to environmental 
concerns and its responsibility to cut down on the 
country’s carbon footprint, the main reason could 
well be the compelling economic benefits to be 
gained from the rapid expansion of a cheaper 
electricity supply.

Previously expensive renewable energy prices 
have dropped by some 50 percent over 2017 for 
both solar and then wind, while investors offered 
energy at 2.40-3.00 rupees per kilowatt hour, one 
of the lowest rates in the Asia-Pacific region. This 
put domestic renewable energy prices about 20-30 
percent below the cost of India’s existing domestic 
coal-fired power generation costs, and even below 
the cost of plants powered by imported coal or 
imported liquified natural gas, said the IEEFA. In 
addition the bids from investors for renewable 
energy were not about 20-to-30 percent below 
the wholesale price of electricity, they were also 
fixed at a flat rate for 25 years thereby creating a 
deflationary low-cost electricity system running on 
zero inflation.

The energy security gains of a reduced reliance 
on fossil fuel imports are clear, as are the benefits 
of diversifying India’s electricity system from its 

historic overreliance on heavily polluting coal-fired 
power generation. And the benefits extend well 
beyond its borders, the IEEFA noted. 

In 2016, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the International Solar Alliance (ISA) of 
over 120 countries, in collaboration with the French 
President Francois Hollande at Gurgaon. The 
primary focus of this organisation is to promote 
and develop solar energy products particularly in 
countries in and around the two Tropics.

As India benefits from the shift to domestic 
renewable energy, other emerging market nations 
are watching, keen to leverage the same benefits 
for their own countries. And therein lies a key path 
to global decarbonization and a much-needed 
solution to limit global warming, said IEEFA.

Solar energy continues to 
shine bright in India

Following its independence, India’s 
Constituent Assembly set up a drafting 
committee headed by Dr. Bhimrao Ramji 
Ambedkar to prepare a draft constitution for 
India to form the basis on which the newly 
independent India would be governed.

The Constitution was adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly on 26 November, 1949, 
and came into effect on 26 January, 1950. With its 
adoption, the Union of India officially became the 
modern Republic of India and the Constitution 
became the country’s fundamental governing 
document. Each year, India celebrates the coming 
into force of the constitution on 26 January as the 
country’s Republic Day. 

The Indian Constitution is a distinctive 
document with many extraordinary facets to it, 
including being the longest written constitution 
of any sovereign nation in the world. In its original 
shape, it had 395 articles and eight schedules. 
Overtime the number of articles has increased to 
448 due to 100 amendments. 

The length is mainly because the framers of 
the constitution borrowed many of its, principles 
from foreign constitutions while avoiding 
loopholes inherent in those constitutions, so as 
to ensure healthy political life to its citizens. Thus, 
the fundamental rights were borrowed from the 
United States’ constitution, parliamentary system 

of government from the British, the directive 
principles from the Irish Constitution and the idea 
of emergency from the German Constitution and 
the Government of India Act of 1935.

Some of the characteristics that distinguish 
the Indian Constitution are:

Federalism: According to the Constitution, 
India is a ‘Union of States.’ However, all the 
characteristics of a federation are also present in 
the Constitution.

Parliamentary form of government: The 
Constitution provides parliamentary form of 
government both at the center and in the states. 

Flexible constitution: Although India’s 
constitution was initially in written form, it is far 
less rigid than many other federal constitutions. 
It is because of this flexibility that it has been 
possible to amend the constitution 99 times in 
less than sixty-five years. 

Existence of a preamble: Like any other 
modern written constitution, the Indian 
Constitution has a preamble before it.  The 
preamble is a very lucid exposition of the 
philosophy of the constitution. 

The original preamble declared India to be 
a Sovereign Democratic Republic. The 42nd 
amendment makes India ‘a Sovereign, Secular 
Socialist Democratic Republic. ’Justice, liberty, 
equality and fraternity are set as the ideas to be 
achieved by India as a nation. 

Guaranteed fundamental rights: Rights to 
equality, freedom, religion and constitutional 
remedies are the enumerated fundamental rights 
of Indian citizens. Originally, right to property was 
also a fundamental right, but was later removed 
from the list. 

Provision of Directive Principles: The Indian 
Constitution also provides a number of Directive 
Principles. Such principles do not constitute any 
constitutional obligation for the government 
to fulfill; rather they are guidelines to the 
government.

Secularism: India is a secular nation and does 
not have any state religion. In a country inhabited 
by people of all faiths, it is essential that the state 
remains neutral between religions. 

Acceptance of secularism as a political ideal 
was an act of wisdom and boldness particularly 
after the traumatic experience of India’s partition 
on religious lines.

Double citizenship: Indian constitution does 
not sanction double citizenship as in many 
other countries. There is only one uniform Indian 
citizenship.

The Indian Constitution was carefully tailored 
to suit the needs of the Indian people. It is a 
tribute to the founding fathers that their work 
has endured in spite of strains and stresses. Now 
reaching its 67th anniversary, the Constitution 
still remains strong and firm.

Indian Constitution 

A living document
The Constitution of India is 
the supreme law of India and 
the permanent instrument 
that makes the government 
system function. It lays down 
the framework defining 
fundamental political 
principles, establishes the 
structure, procedures, powers 
and duties of government 
institutions and fundamental 
rights, directive principles 
and the duties of citizens. 




