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Increased criminal activity has 
added to the woes of residents 

of Jleeb Al Shuyoukh, who were 
already beleaguered by badly 
maintained roads, overflowing 
sewage, lack of parking space and 
regular power outages. 

Jleeb Al Shuyoukh face, a 

suburb of Kuwait where a high 
concentration of Indian expatriates 
reside, has been in the news 
recently for the criminal activities 
that residents there have to deal 
with on a daily basis. The increased 
crime rate has prompted 
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Expatriate populated areas in 
Kuwait are seeing increasing 

crime rates and worsening living 
conditions that go towards creating 
unfavourable and negative feeling 

among expatriates living in the 
country. The latest figures show 
that expatriates comprise almost 70 
percent of the population of 4,432,686 
in the country, with the number of 
Kuwaitis at 1,339,332 and expatriate 
population at 3,093,354.

Momentum has been gathering 

to reduce the number of expatriates 
across the board with several 
members of parliament calling for a 
reduction in expatriate numbers and 
requesting for a special parliament 
session to discuss the dangers posed 
by the rising number of expatriates 

and its impact on the demographic 
structure. There have been other 
voices calling for a proper balance 
in light of the increased need for 
expatriates to ensure the country’s 
development plan goes ahead. 
Expatriates contribute immensely to 
the economy and play a major role in 

several sectors including the oil sector.
The expat bashing by some 

Kuwaiti’s seeking their expulsion 
has been met with resistance by 
the government, which has refuted 
all calls for mass deportation. “The 
government has not decided to deport 
expatriates from the country and it 
does not intend to do so,” stated the 
State Minister for Cabinet Affairs 
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah in an attempt to 
dissipate fears among expatriates of 
forced deportation from the country.

He went on to add, “The existing 
vibes in this regard are related to the 
file concerning rectification of the 
imbalance of population structure 
through organizational measures, 
which will only affect marginal and 
unproductive labor force that represent 
the cause of this population crisis.”

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah 
stressed that the statements or 
reports over possible move to deport 
thousands of expatriates were not 
issued by the government, urging the 
public to acquire information from 
official sources instead of believing 
everything published on social media.

Continued on Page 15

Indian Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain meets Governor of Farwaniya Sheikh Faisal 
Al-Humoud Al-Malik Al Sabah and heads of police stations.
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I was recently in beautiful 
Chile for a Futures Congress, 

and I had a chance to travel 
south to the very tip of Latin 
America. I also recently made a 
BBC radio documentary called 
‘Fixing Globalization’, in which I 
crisscrossed the United Kingdom 
in search of ideas for improving 
certain aspects of it and discussed 
topical issues with well-known 
experts. In both cases, I saw 
things that convinced me that it 
is past time for someone to come 
to globalization’s defense.

Chile today is Latin America’s 
richest country, with per capita 
GDP of around $23,000 – similar 
to that of Central European 
countries. This is quite an 
achievement for a country that 
depends so heavily on copper 
production, and it sets Chile apart 
from many of its neighbors. Like 
many other countries, Chile is 
facing economic challenges, and 

its growth rate leaves something 
to be desired; but it also has 
many promising opportunities 
beyond its borders.

For example, when I led 
a review on antimicrobial 
resistance, I learned that copper 
has powerful antibacterial 
properties and is an ideal material 
for use in health-care facilities 
where bacteria often spread. This 
means that copper producers 
such as Chile, Australia, and 
Canada can improve global 
health – and boost exports – by 
introducing affordable copper 
infrastructure into hospitals and 
other clinical settings around the 
world.

Chile is also a storehouse 
of knowledge for managing 
earthquakes and tsunamis. 
While I was there, I visited 
La Serena, which in 2015 
experienced the sixth-strongest 
earthquake ever recorded. But 
the ensuing tsunami killed only 
11 people, though it surely would 
have killed far more in many 
other places. Chilean officials’ 
advanced preparation and rapid 
response seems to have made 

the difference. With so much 
institutional experience, Chile 
can be a valuable resource for 
other countries threatened by 
seismic events.

La Serena is also near one 
of the world’s best stargazing 
sites, which attracts leading 
astronomers from around 
the globe. In fact, Chile hosts 
much remarkable collaboration 
among the world’s scientists, 
in part because it is just north 
of the Antarctic – long a site for 
scientific and environmental 
cooperation.

Beyond Chile, it is interesting 
that Chinese President Xi Jinping 
is attending the World Economic 
Forum’s Annual Meeting in Davos 
this year. Now that Donald Trump 
has been elected President of the 
United States, and the United 
Kingdom is withdrawing from the 
European Union, I had assumed 
that such an elitist event’s glory 
days were behind it. Xi’s presence 
suggests that China is exploring 
where it can position itself on the 
world stage, and which elements 
of globalization it can harness 

Continued on Page 4 
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In defense of globalization
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They were fresh off the boat, the 
group of refugees I met this time 

last year. They had fled their homes in 
Syria, traveled halfway across Turkey, 
and placed their lives in the hands of 
a gang of people smugglers promising 
to get them to Europe. Despite all that 
they had endured, one of them told 
me, upon landing on the Greek island 
of Lesbos, that they had panicked 
only once during that perilous voyage: 
when their mobile phone signal 
disappeared.

That signal, however weak, had 
been the refugees’ only link to the 
outside world. When it vanished 
– when they truly had no way to 
contact family, friends, or anyone 
who could help them – they were 
gripped by a sense of isolation and 
fear more intense than they had ever 
experienced. It is a feeling no one 
should have to endure ever again.

For most people in the industrialized 
world – and everyone at this year’s 
World Economic Forum Annual 
Meeting in Davos – connectivity is a 
fact of life. We have mobile phones, 
tablets, and computers, all linked 
to superfast – and accelerating – 
broadband networks. Add to that 
an ever-increasing number of social-
media platforms, and we are always in 
contact with one another. Information 
flows so freely and relentlessly, in fact, 
that we tend to worry more about 
overload than scarcity.

For refugees, life is very different. 
Globally, refugees are 50 percent less 
likely than the general population 
to have an Internet-enabled phone, 
and 29% of refugee households 
have no phone at all. Though 90 
percent of refugees located in urban 
environments live in places with 
2G or 3G coverage, about a fifth of 
those living in rural areas have no 
connectivity at all.

This is a big deal. For refugees, 

connectivity is not a luxury, but a 
lifeline – one that has become all 
the more important at a time when 
sentiment in many host countries 
is turning against them (even as 
plenty of grassroots movements and 
communities remain eager to help). 
In some cases, technology can do 
what hostile politicians and reluctant 
governments will not: give refugees a 
chance to rebuild their lives.

Connectivity means, at the 
most fundamental level, being able 
to remain in contact with family 
members left behind, some of 
whom may still be at risk of violence 
or persecution. Connectivity also 
provides access to important and 
up-to-date information about new 
threats, such as disease outbreaks 
or the spread of conflict, or the 
availability of necessities like food and 
water, clothing, shelter, and health 
care. In the longer term, connectivity 
can support online education and 
training that equips refugees for 

the workforce. It can help them find 
employment, and link them with 
legal or other crucial services. And 
it can enable them to communicate 
more easily with organizations like 
the United Nations Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR), telling us what they need 
most, what we’re getting right, and 
where we need to make changes.

In a world of unlimited data, 
there is little stopping us from 
providing refugees with this lifesaving 
connectivity. If we are smart about 
how we design digital aid systems, we 
will have the opportunity to broaden 
our partnerships to hundreds, if 
not thousands, of organizations 
worldwide that are willing to help 
refugees. Realizing this potential 
requires overcoming two key 
challenges. First, we must figure 
out how to improve connectivity for 
refugees today. Second, we must 
position ourselves to use technology 
more effectively tomorrow.

Overcoming these challenges 

will require, first and foremost, that 
governments improve access, including 
by investing in the necessary digital 
infrastructure. It will also require 
contributions from the private sector, 
particularly telecommunications 
providers, which can lend their 
technological expertise, global reach, 
and spending power to help ensure 
access to affordable phones and 
computers, inexpensive data plans, 
and training in digital literacy.

Success on these fronts will require 
using microwave links, satellite dishes, 
unused television spectrum, drones, 
and balloons to improve wireless 
Internet access and capabilities in 
locations containing many refugees. 
Because the vast majority of today’s 
refugees are in developing countries, 
improved connectivity would carry 
far-reaching benefits for the host 
communities.

In 2014, my colleagues encountered 
a young Syrian man called Hany, who 
had fled the city of Homs with his 

family and found refuge in a camp 
in Lebanon’s Beka’a Valley. A poet, 
rapper, and photographer, Hany was 
such a force of nature that it took my 
colleagues a while to realize he had a 
serious eye condition and could see 
only a few inches in front of his face. His 
mobile phone was utterly essential. It 
enabled him to learn English, take his 
first photographs, and call for help 
when he needed it. That same phone 
rang one day with the news that the 
city of Regina, Canada, was to be his 
new home. As he put it, “my phone is 
my little world”.

For refugees like Hany, staying 
connected is not only a matter of 
survival; it also provides a route 
to self-reliance and independence, 
boosting their own wellbeing and 
enabling them to contribute to the 
communities that host them. Last 
year, the World Economic Forum 
launched a program called Internet 
For All. We must ensure that “All” 
includes refugees.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Filippo Grandi 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees.

Connectivity and the modern refugee 

Continued from Page 2
to its advantage, now that Western 

powers are turning inward. Indeed, 
as the Chinese ambassador to the 
UK pointed out on my radio program, 
China is already the largest importer 
– yes, importer – for at least 70 
countries, and accounts for about 10-11 
percent of all imports globally. Despite 
its supposed economic challenges, 
China will likely be a bigger importer 
than the EU before this decade is over, 
and it will probably surpass the US 
soon thereafter.

Moreover, economic inequality 
among countries has declined sharply 
in the past 20 years, owing partly to 
China’s rise, as well as to economic 
development across Asia, Latin 

America, and elsewhere. In fact, by 
2010, the United Nations had already 
achieved its Millennium Development 
Goal of halving poverty by 2015, and 
recent projections suggest that, by 
2050, poverty will be eradicated 
everywhere except Africa.

This will not happen without 
globalization. African countries, in 
particular, will need to trade more 
with one another, and there is talk of 
creating an African free-trade area. 
But this could prove difficult now that 
anti-trade sentiment is on the rise. 
Are globalization’s critics – those who 
wrongly consider it a zero-sum game – 

against eradicating global poverty?
Policymakers can take action to 

alleviate anxieties about globalization. 
For starters, the seemingly endless 
growth of profits as a share of global 
GDP must stop. 

Anyone who thinks this sounds 
radical needs to brush up on 
economics. Higher profits should 
attract new market entrants, which 
would then erode incumbents’ profits 
through competition. The fact that 
this isn’t happening suggests that 
some markets have been rigged, or 
have simply failed. Policymakers 
need to address this with stronger 

regulation in some areas. For example, 
as I have previously argued, the current 
climate is far too permissive of share-
repurchase programs. At the same 
time, policymakers need to pursue 
measures to increases wages for the 
lowest earners, which could actually 
help boost productivity as capital 
becomes less expensive relative to 
labor. And, as World Bank President 
Jim Yong Kim recently pointed 
out to me, we need to strengthen 
enforcement of laws governing trade 
deals, and do more to help challenged 
domestic sectors that lose out as a 
result of those deals.

This reminds me of a sad story I 
heard from some laid-off Goodyear 
Tire workers in Wolverhampton, in 
England’s West Midlands. They told me 
that job listings for their lost positions 
were posted on a notice board, and 
they could re-apply for them if they 
wanted to move to Mexico. The 
workers surmised that it was easier for 
the company to close its factory in the 
UK than to close even less productive 
factories in France or Germany. Surely 
changes like this can be handled better.

Lastly, policymakers need to 
prioritize development projects such 
as the UK’s “northern powerhouse” 
and “Midlands engine.” And more 
such initiatives should be launched 
elsewhere.

In defense of globalization
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The way we eat in the industrialized 
world is unhealthy, unjust, and 

unsustainable. Far too much of the 
meat we consume is produced under 
questionable ecological, ethical, 
and social conditions. And now our 
industrial model for meat production 
is being exported to the global south, 
especially India and China, where meat 
consumption is rising among these 
countries’ emerging middle classes.

Worldwide, 300 million tons of 
meat are produced each year, and the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization estimates that the annual 
amount will increase to 455 million 
tons by 2050 if demand continues to 
grow at the current rate. Such large 
amounts of meat can be produced only 
on an industrial scale, and at high social, 
political, and ecological costs.

Meat production is a tremendously 
inefficient use of agricultural land, 
because considerably more plant-based 
food is needed to feed livestock than we 
would need to feed ourselves directly 
through a plant-based diet. For example, 

producing one kilogram of chicken 
meat, pork, or beef requires 1.6, 3, and 
8 kilograms of animal feed, respectively. 
This pits farmers and animal-feed 
producers against one another in a fierce 
competition over land.

Meanwhile, the production of 
soy — the world’s most important 
animal-feed grain — rose from 130 
million tons in 1996 to 270 million 
tons in 2015, with 80percent of output 
going to meat production, especially 
in China (70 million tons) and Europe 
(31 million tons). This expansion of soy 
agriculture, as a result of the growing 
demand for meat, is driving up land 
values. Consequently, in the global 
south, common land is being privatized, 
rainforests are being destroyed to 
make room for agricultural cultivation, 
and international agribusinesses are 
expropriating the land that one-third of 
the world’s people still rely on for their 
livelihoods.

Animal-feed production, and the 
intensive cultivation of agricultural land 
that it requires, is not only destroying 
ecosystems and reducing biodiversity; 
it is also fueling climate change. 
Worldwide, our industrial agriculture 
system produces an estimated 14 
percent of the world’s greenhouse-
gas emissions; including emissions 
indirectly linked to deforestation, 
and those associated with fertilizer 
production, increases that share to 24 
percent. Moreover, the extensive use of 
fertilizers and pesticides — 99 percent of 
the world’s soy is genetically modified, 
and is routinely treated with pesticides  

—  is also contaminating ground-water 
sources, destroying biodiversity, and 
eroding the soil.

We can no longer ignore the external 
costs of this system. If we are serious 
about addressing climate change and 
securing every human being’s right to 
proper nutrition and food security, we 
must challenge the presumption that an 
industrial agricultural model, let alone 
meat, is necessary to feed the world.

In fact, that presumption has little 
merit. The UN Environment Programme 
estimates that, by 2050, an area between 
the size of Brazil and India will have to 
be repurposed into cropland if current 
food-consumption trends continue. 
But if the 9.6 billion people expected 
to inhabit the planet by then were to 

have a plant-based diet, industrial meat 
production could be abandoned and all 
of them could be fed without the need 
for any additional agricultural land.

For many people, the competition for 
land is a fight for survival. Land access, 
which is more unevenly distributed than 
incomes, is a deciding factor in whether 
someone suffers from malnutrition: 20 
percent of households that experience 
hunger do not own land, and 50 percent 
of people who experience hunger are 
small-scale farmers.

The industrial agriculture system’s 
production chains must be replaced with 
local, decentralized, and sustainable 
production chains. It is incumbent upon 
governments to prioritize people’s right 
to food and nutrition above private 

economic interests. People should not 
lose their livelihoods and food security 
for the benefit of agribusiness profits.

To move toward an ecologically 
sustainable and socially equitable 
agricultural model, we can leverage 
existing political frameworks, such 
as the European Union’s Common 
Agricultural Policy. As it stands now, 
large-scale industrial meat producers are 
profiting extensively from EU subsidies; 
but these subsidies could be redirected 
as investments in decentralized meat 
and grain production chains that adhere 
to a more sustainable model.

Doing so requires recognizing that 
realistic alternatives to industrial 
agriculture do exist. For example, ‘agro-
ecology’ — a system based on traditional 
and indigenous knowledge that is 
passed down through the generations 
— is easily adaptable to all geographic 
circumstances. In fact, in 2006 Jules 
Pretty of the University of Essex found 
that this mode of production can 
increase harvest yields by 79 percent.

But, to implement this shift, 
governments must ensure that all 
people have guaranteed access to land 
and potable water, and they need to 
create political frameworks to promote 
ecologically and socially just agricultural 
models, which, by definition, exclude 
industrial agriculture.

The challenge of feeding every human 
being should not be viewed in opposition 
to, or as somehow ruling out, questions 
of social justice and the future of the 
planet. Poverty, malnutrition, and hunger 
are a result of politics, not scarcity.

ISSUES

Barbara Unmüßig   
President of the Heinrich Böll Foundation
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The plant-based solution to hunger
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A small company in the east of Gauteng, South 
Africa, has discovered a unique way of turning 

recycled plastic into functional material that can 
be used to build classrooms countrywide.

Bottles2Build turns plastic waste into square-
shaped bottles which interconnect, helping to 
create structures. "What is really nice about the 
initiative is that, not only is it about keeping plastic 
out of our landfills, because plastic is very harmful 
for the environment... but also uplifting local 
disadvantaged communities," said the company’s 
Brand Development Manager Kevin Petitt. "The 
whole objective with rethinking plastic was to 
rather up-cycle than recycle, finding an alternative 
use for something that was used for something 
else before." A total of 45 classrooms have been 
built so far. However, Mr. Petitt says the initiative 
has not yet become fully familiar on the market as 
getting people to change their habits is difficult. 
He said having to explain that the bottle would 
end up being used as a brick, was still confusing 
to some.

Bottles2Build was launched around five 
years ago with the aim of finding a way to use 
the millions of plastic bottles which would 

otherwise end up piling up in landfills across 
Gauteng. The organization works with a bottle-
making company to manufacture the bottles. The 
manufacturer then delivers the empty bottles 
to the organization, which fills them with water 
and then distributes them to their clients and 
consumers.

The concept involves selling the bottled water, 
which is priced at around 30 US cents, and then 
asking people to bring back the empty bottles 
so that they can be converted to the building 
material. It takes nearly 90,000 bottles to build 
each classroom

Once a skeleton steel structure is put in place, 
the bottles are packed in tight rows, to fill each 
section of the structure's wall. Once the frame is 
completed and filled with the bottles, each side 
is measured and plastered to make it a complete 
and watertight structure.

What is really nice about this building method 
is that, not only is it cheaper than the conventional 
building method, but also that the air trapped 
inside the bottle acts as a natural insulator, so 
when it is really hot outside, it is air conditioner 
cool inside the classroom.

Building schools
with bottles

Gambian president, Yahya 
Jammeh, who lost the 

country’s general election 
and initially accepted defeat, 
but then refused to step 
down alleging electoral fraud, 
has apparently yielded to 
international and regional 
pressure and agreed to demit 
office, following negotiations 
with West African mediators 
on Friday.

The incumbent president 
had come under increased 
pressure from the Economic 
Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), the regional 
grouping of West African 
nations, which had threatened 
military intervention to oust 
him from power.

The deploying of a Nigerian 
warship off the Gambian 
coast and the assembling of a 
regional military force along the 
border in neighboring Senegal 
were the clearest indications 
that ECOWAS was serious 
about ensuring democratic 
processes were respected in 
West Africa. In response to 
the regional body’s ultimatum 
for the president to step down 
by Friday, Mr. Jammeh had 
declared a nation-wide state of 
emergency.

The decision to quit the 
presidency on Friday came 
after talks with the presidents 
of Guinea and Mauritania. "I 
have decided today in good 
conscience to relinquish the 

mantle of leadership of this 
great nation with infinite 
gratitude to all Gambians," Mr. 
Jammeh said in TV address.

Shortly before the TV 
address, Mauritanian President 
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz said 
that a deal had been struck and 
that Mr. Jammeh would leave 
the country. He gave no further 
details.

This would not be the 
first time the ECOWAS had 
intervened militarily to resolve 
national conflicts. Since its 
establishment in 1975, the 
15-member organization has 
interceded in all major trouble 
spots within its jurisdiction 
ranging from the civil war in 
Liberia in 1990 to the post-
election crisis in Côte d'Ivoire in 
2011.

The regional organization 
is mandated to intervene 
militarily in the affairs of its 
member-states through its 
Mediation and Security Council 
on advice of its Defense and 
Security Commission. But any 

intervention must be carried 
out within the UN Charter that 
provides for the involvement 
of regional arrangements and 
agencies in the maintenance 
of international peace and 
security. 

However, Chapter 1 of the 
Charter clearly spells out the 
purposes and principles under 
which such intervention is 
legitimate. As a member of 
ECOWAS, Gambia is bound by 
the decisions of the regional 
organization and protocols 
relating to peace and security.

The crisis that comes closest 
to the current Gambian impasse 
is the electoral dispute that 
broke out following the 2010 
elections in Côte d'Ivoire. The 
incumbent president Laurent 
Gbagbo and his Popular Front 
Party were defeated in the  
run-off elections held in 2010 
but refused to step down for 
the winner Alassane Ouattara. 
West African leaders were quick 
to decide to intervene militarily 
to oust the defeated president.

Gambian president agrees to step down 

Tanzania has signed a 
US$1 billion partnership 

agreement with a Chinese firm 
to commercialize the country’s 
cassava farming and processing. 
The partnership raises hopes 
among cassava growers who 
have been grappling with the 
challenge of accessing reliable 
markets.

Tanzania Agricultural Export 
Processing Zone Limited (TAEPZ) 
and Epoch Agriculture from 
China said they created an 
out-grower scheme that will 
ensure sufficient production of 
cassava for processing. The firm 
will also establish an industrial 
park comprising of factories to 
produce cassava flour, cassava 
starch, animal feeds, organic 
fertilizer and paper pulp, starting 
with three regions of Mtwara, 
Lindi and Coast in Tanzania, 
according to firm's chairperson 
Dior Feng. "The next phase will 
be to include production of 

industrial sugar and ethanol," 
she said.

The Executive Director 
of Tanzania Private Sector 
Foundation (TPSF) Godfrey 
Simbeye said Tanzania has a lot 
of untapped opportunities and 
the private sector was ready to 
fully exploit them. He added 
that cassava as a white gold 
features well in the current 
industrialization strategy and 
will also help solve food security 

challenges. Latest available 
statistics indicate that Tanzania 
produces 5.5 million tonnes of 
cassava every year. The newly 
formed joint venture is projected 
to consume 2.5 million tonnes 
of dry cassava every year. The 
company has secured a market 
of 2 million metric tonnes of 
dry cassava chips per annum 
with increase of 5 percent for 
subsequent year," Mr.  Simbeye 
stressed.

Cassava production in Tanzania set to soar

Etisalat Nigeria, which organizes the 
annual pan-African literary prize, 

has announced the names of its three 
shortlisted authors for the 2016 edition of 
the Etisalat Prize for Literature.

The three shortlisted authors are: 
Jacqui L'Ange of South Africa for The Seed 
Thief; Jowhor Ile of Nigeria for And After 
Many Days; and Julie Iromuanya also from 
Nigeria for Mr. & Mrs. Doctor.

According to a statement from the 
organizers, the authors were shortlisted by a 
three-member judging panel comprising Nigerian 
novelist and poet, Helon Habila; South African 
writer/activist, Elinor Sisulu; and Ivorian writer and 
Africa39 laureate, Edwige Renée Dro. Elaborating 
on the short-listing process, Helon Habila, the 

Chair of Judges for this year’s prize said, 
"In addition to originality of voice and 
literary excellence, our purpose was to 
also select a work that portrays an African 
sensibility". Commenting on the success 
of the 2016 Etisalat Prize for Literature, 
Chief Executive Officer, Etisalat Nigeria, 
Matthew Willsher, commended the judges 
for their diligence in selecting the top 
three books out of the tens of titles that 

were received following the call for entry.
Willsher reiterated Etisalat's commitment to 

continuously having an impact on the lives of Nigerians 
and indeed Africans by offering them innovative 
products and services and more importantly a 
platform that enables them to express their passion 
and creativity.

Three candidates short-listed 
for pan-African literary prize
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Looking back on 2016, there may not seem 
to be much to celebrate. In terms of global 

health alone, the year appeared to be one of 
unrelenting tragedy. Beyond stories of hospitals 
in conflict zones being bombed, the Zika virus 
emerged as a growing threat. 

There was also the proliferation of 
antibiotic-resistant microbes, or 'superbugs', 
the continued revival of yellow fever, and the 
reemergence of polio in Nigeria, which had 
previously been declared polio-free. Hopes for a 
respiratory syncytial virus vaccine were dashed. 
And in Europe, the incidence of alcohol-related 
deaths increased.

But, buried among all of the bad stories, 
there were some inspiring developments in 
global health in 2016.

The first took place in Tanzania and 
Mozambique, where African giant pouched 
rats, which had previously been trained by the 
Belgian NGO APOPO to detect land-mines, 
were repurposed to help in the fight against 
tuberculosis (TB). The rats undergo a thorough 
training process, in which they are introduced 
to various stimuli, shown how to interact with 
people, and taught to detect TB in samples of 
sputum (mucus that is coughed up from the 
lower airways). The rats can detect TB with 
almost 100 percent accuracy, though they 
cannot distinguish between 
normal and drug-resistant 
strains.

A second positive 
development was the 
creation of the Coalition 
for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI). The 
emergence of infectious 
diseases (like Ebola, 
chikungunya, Zika, and, 
previously, SARS, swine 
flu, and MERS) typically 
highlights the inadequate 
capacity of public-health 
systems to build up defenses 
quickly.

CEPI aims to change 
this. Its members – which 
come from international 
organizations, governments, 
industry, public and 
philanthropic R&D funders, 
academia, NGOs, and civil-
society groups – will work 
to develop new vaccines 
that can prevent emerging 
infectious diseases from 
becoming epidemics.

The third positive 
development of 2016 was the 
progress made in combating 
malaria. Deaths from 
malaria have been on the 
decline for years. In Africa, 
which faces the world’s 
highest malaria mortality rates, the number of 
victims dropped from more than 800,000 per 
year in 2000 to roughly 400,000 last year.

Moreover, European drug regulators 
approved the first licensed human vaccine 
against malaria – RTS,S, or Mosquirix – in 
2015, after nearly three decades of research 
and development. It will not necessarily be 
smooth sailing from here: researchers have 
noticed that the vaccine’s effect weakens over 
time, and it is only 4 percent effective over a 

seven-year period. But the vaccine remains a 
major breakthrough. Reflecting its lifesaving 
potential, the World Health Organization 
has secured funding for an initial trial phase; 
beginning in 2018, the WHO will roll out RTS,S 
in pilot programs that would test its real-world 
efficacy in Sub-Saharan Africa.

There is more good news on the vaccine 
front: a herpes vaccine for shingles has 
been developed. Shingles, a viral disease 

characterized by a painful 
skin rash with blisters, is 
caused by the reactivation of 
the chickenpox virus within a 
person’s body. 

If the rash involves the 
eye, vision loss may occur. 
Some people develop ongoing 
nerve pain, which can last for 
months or even years. The 
new vaccine is significantly 
more effective than the one 
that is currently available, 
which reduces the risk of 
contracting shingles by only 
about 50 percent.

Dengue fever, too, is now 
vaccine-preventable. Dengue, 
ranked by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) as the 
world’s most significant and 
fastest-growing mosquito-
borne viral disease, causes 
nearly 50 million infections 
every year. But, in 2016, the 
first – and, currently, the only 
– dengue vaccine, Dengvaxia, 
was approved in 12 countries.

Dengvaxia has received 
endorsements from key 
medical societies, at the 
national and regional levels. 
The recommendations are 
consistent with the WHO’s 
position paper recommending 

that countries with a high burden of disease 
consider the introduction of the vaccine as 
part of an integrated dengue-management 
program. As if that were not enough, we now 
have an Ebola vaccine, too. An experimental 
vaccine tested on humans has been shown to 
provide 100 percent protection against the 
disease. Though no regulatory authority has 
approved it yet, it is viewed as so powerful that 
an emergency stockpile of 300,000 doses has 
been created for use in the event of another 
outbreak.

VIEWPOINT

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Melvin Sanicas 
Regional medical expert at Sanofi Pasteur.

Hope for Global Health in 2017

Diseases for which we do not 
have vaccines have also been 
beaten back. For example, 
HIV infections and deaths 
have stabilized, despite rapid 
population growth in Africa. 
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Diseases for which we do not have vaccines 
have also been beaten back. For example, HIV 
infections and deaths have stabilized, despite 
rapid population growth in Africa. 

This is a testament to the tremendous 
effort that has been made to fight the HIV/

AIDS epidemic, through prevention, education, 
and treatment programs. To maintain progress 
against the epidemic, the global health 
community must sustain these efforts.

Furthermore, the Americas are now almost 
free of river blindness, a parasitic infection 
spread by black flies that causes itching and, in 
severe cases, vision loss. Guatemala has been 
declared free of the disease, meaning that, 
in the Americas, only one remote area in the 
Amazon remains affected.

We are also one step closer to eliminating 
lymphatic filariasis, also known as elephantiasis. 
Caused by the filarial worm, elephantiasis is 
a parasitic infection that can cause horrific 
swelling of the legs and scrotum. This year, 
Cambodia, the Cook Islands, Niue, and Vanuatu 
received acknowledgement from the WHO 
for having eliminated lymphatic filariasis as a 
public-health problem.

Also on the brink of eradication is guinea 
worm, a nasty tropical parasite that spreads via 
contaminated water. 

According to the Carter Center, one of the 
organizations leading the effort to eradicate 
guinea worm, there were around two dozen 
cases in the first ten months of 2016. Guinea 
worm is now on a path to becoming the second 
human disease ever to be eradicated.

As we begin 2017, it is important to recognize 
the public-health victories that we have 
achieved. 

However bad things may seem and however 
heartbreaking the hurdles are, there are plenty 
of reasons to remain hopeful – and to keep 
working for a better, healthier future.
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Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel 
& Spa, Kuwait’s idyllic resort, 

hosted a number of dignitaries at 
the prestigious Chaîne des Rôtisseurs 
dinner including the Ambassadors 

of Australia, Brazil, Germany, Italy, 
Mexico, Romania, and South Korea. 
Guests of honor included Arlette 
Mabardi from Lebanon and Mohamed 
Hammam from Turkey. 

For the third consecutive year, the 
dinner was held at Badriah Ballroom 
which was fully decorated with a 
London inspired theme. As a member 
of the prestigious culinary society, 

General Manager Hakan Petek, said: 
“It was a great honor to host the 
distinguished Chaîne des Rôtisseurs 
Association at Jumeirah Messilah 
Beach Hotel & Spa. Badriah Ballroom 

served as the ideal venue to transport 
our guests to London, the theme we 
selected for this distinctive event. 
We were delighted to hear that our 
guests were impressed by the menu 
which emphasizes our commitment 
to exemplary gastronomy.”   

For his part, Mohamed Najia, Bailli 
Delegué of the Chaîne des Rôtisseurs 
Kuwait chapter, said: “We were 
very delighted to hold our Chaîne 
ceremony at Jumeirah Messilah Brach 
Hotel & Spa and we look forward to 
further collaboration in the future.” 

Following the induction of the 
event, Mr. Najia presented Hakan 
Petek with an award in appreciation 
for his continuing support for the 
Baillage du Koweit.

As a fitting tribute to the 
distinguished members, the hotel’s 
award-winning chefs tailored a 
special six-course menu consisting 
of gourmet dishes with the finest 

ingredients such as Quail and Leek 
Terrine with roasted plums, Beef 
Wellington, River Salmon smoked 
with oak wood and Deconstructed 
Strawberry Trifle with vanilla custard 
for dessert.

The Chaîne des Rôtisseurs is 

an international association of 
gastronomy, established in over 
80 countries that brings together a 
growing number of amateurs and 
professionals from all over the world 
in appreciation of fine cuisine and the 
culinary arts. 

Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa 
hosts Chaîne des Rôtisseurs dinner

Asian night at INN & GO Kuwait Plaza Hotel

Take your taste buds on a journey 
across Asian delicacies at INN 

& GO Kuwait Plaza Hotel, where an 
Asian Theme Night Dinner buffet is 
organized every Friday at Al Dallah 
Restaurant for KD 9. Children under six 
dine for free.

The selections at the Pan Asian 
buffet are splendid, offering several 
choices in a range of appetizers and 
a delectable array of salads and 
soups. Stations for dessert, rolled 
sushi and noodles are also present.  
The main course buffet will tantalize 
guests with Asian specialty dishes 
from the Philippines Thailand, 
China, Korea and India.

Diners can enjoy a pleasant dining 
in a relaxed environment when they 
choose Al Dallah restaurant located 
on the Mezzanine floor of the INN & 
Go Kuwait plaza Hotel.

The first outlet of Bacolod 
Chk n BBQ House was 

inaugurated in Kuwait by the 
Ambassador of Philippines to 
Kuwait H.E. Renato Pedro O. 
Villa on Thursday, 12 January. 
The outlet is located in Al 
Haur complex, Fahaheel, 
which is within the heart of 
the Fahaheel shopping area 
for consumer convenience. 

The Philippine Ambassa-
dor cut the ribbon in the pres-
ence of a large gathering of 
well-wishers. While enjoying 
the food and distinct taste 
of the Bacolod style cuisine, 
Ambassador Renato show-
ered praise on the establish-
ment for the decor, the atmo-
sphere and the set-up of the 
restaurant.

Bacolod Chk-n-BBQ House 

is a Filipinos themed, middle 
price range casual dining 
restaurant chain that seeks to 
become a Filipino restaurant 
institution known not only 
for its authentic tasting 
Chicken Inasal and traditional 
Filipino dishes, but also for 
its penchant of providing a 
great food experience and 
helping customers create 

lasting memories. Aside from 
the popular Chicken Inasal, 
Bacolod Chk n BBQ House 
serves other popular Ilonggo 
dishes such as La Paz Batchoy, 
Pancit Molo, Kansi and Kadyos 
Baboy Langka.  Other equally 
popular Filipino dishes are 
the Kare Kare, Sinigang na 
Bangus, Pinakbet and Gising 
Gising to name a few. 

Bacolod Chk n BBQ House 
celebrates grand opening
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A number of doctors and medical 
employees expressed their rejec-

tion of the recent widespread racial 
talks targeting expatriates in Kuwait. 

Consultant Endocrinologist, and 
Diabetes and Internal Medicine 
Consultant at Mubarak Al-Kabeer 
Hospital and activist Dr. Anwar 

Yaqoub Hayati stressed that the recent 
increase of racial speeches against 
expatiates in a country, which is known 
for its benevolence and humanitarian 
attitude, is really “strange and new”. 
He condemned the description of 
expatriates as “colonists”, insisting 
that this is a barbarian description that 
lacks any traces of justice.

Dr. Hayati affirmed that the issue 
of population imbalance needs to be 
urgently solved as Kuwait does suffer 

from excess number of expatriates. 
However, the solution to this problem 
must be reached through civilized and 
humanitarian ways. He said, “We keep 
searching for solutions based on our 
reactions to a certain issue without 
paying any attention to the reasons 
behind that issue”.

Dr. Hayati asked, “What has the 
government done for punishing visa 
traders who are actually responsible 
for this issue?”.

Meanwhile, Surgery Specialist at 
Mubarak Hospital Dr. Fatima Khaja 
explained that expatriates are human 
beings who came to Kuwait to offer 
services that are needed in the country. 
They have the right to receive their 
human rights and basic services. Their 
services are not supposed to be offered 

for free. “Therefore, it is strange that 
expatriates have to pay the price 
for the economic disability of the 
country, as though the current deficit 
did not result from legal and illegal 
squandering of the public funds”.

Dr. Khaja affirmed that she is in 
support of the implementation of tax 
system but it must be implemented on 
both citizens and expatriates just like in 
advanced countries. She also affirmed 
that she supports the need for people 
to pay for the medical services offered 
to them, but there must be medical 
insurance that covers all citizens and 
expatriates, and the private companies 
must be obligated to it.

Dr. Khaja insisted that issues should 
never be handled through racist 
actions such as allocating an entire 
hospital just for Kuwaiti citizens. She 
called for differentiating expatriates 
from immigrants, clarifying that 
expatriates work hard for the benefit 
of the country but immigrants are 
those who should be followed up for 
security reasons.

In this regard, Nephrologist 
and Internal Medicine Specialist 
at Mubarak Hospital Dr. Yousef 

Behbehani said, “No one can deny the 
existence of population imbalance 
problem in the country. This issue has 
many negative impacts on the lives of 
both citizens and expatriates. However, 
this problem must be handled through 
studied actions that identify the 
main reasons behind the issue and 
target its core”. He insisted that racial 
statements and partial steps are not 
parts of the proper solution, adding 
that Kuwait is not in need for creating 
a populist class.

Dr. Behbehani lamented that the 

government has failed in offering 
basic services to citizens due to which 
it is targeting expatriates to blame 
them for its failure. He stressed 
that expatriates are not part of the 
problem but are often victims just like 
citizens, insisting that influential visa 
traders are mainly responsible for this 
problem. Dr. Behbehani added, “We 
need to take steps that bring an end to 
this problem without turning Kuwait 
into a repulsive state and forcing 
qualified expatriates to leave for other 
countries”.

LOCAL

Medical experts slam ‘racial’ remarks targeting expatriates

LuLu Hypermarket, the leading hypermarket 
in the region, launched its ‘Incredible India 

2017’ promotion, as a celebratory gesture to 
its large Indian patrons to mark their country’s 
Republic Day. 

Indian Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain 
inaugurated the promotion at the brand’s Al 
Rai outlet on 19 January in the presence of LuLu 
management, staff and a large gathering of 
shoppers and well-wishers. To commemorate the 
occasion, a cultural program was organized that 
highlighted the diversity and color of India’s culture 
and customs, presenting upbeat dance and song.

Under the promotion, LuLu Hypermarket 

is touting many special offers encompassing 
groceries, fresh foods, vegetables and meat 
from India. In addition to a variety of Indian 
food products, freshly-prepared Indian dishes 
and sweets are available at special prices. It is 
also a great time to reignite your love for Indian 
wear with a selection of branded garments, 
exquisitely designed sarees, churidars, kurthas 
and footwear by Indian craftsmen on offer 
during the festival.

The Incredible India festival, which is common 
for all LuLu Hypermarket outlets, will be 
attractive to shoppers looking for great deals on 
their favorite Indian products. 

LuLu Hypermarket launches Incredible India 2017
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Indian embassy announces 

GOI mobile app

The Indian embassy announced that to inform international 
passengers about Baggage Rules, Government of India has 

released a multi-lingual mobile App 'Indian Customs – Guide 
to Travellers'. The app, a first-of-its kind mobile application, 
contains a ready reckoner of the customs baggage rules and 
entitlements of passengers coming from various countries. 
It contains 24X7 contact details of customs officers of major 
airports and provides information to users as per their need. 
After installation of this app on smartphones, it works in offline 
mode and is available on all three platforms, Android Play 
Store, Windows & Apple Store and serves as a Ready Reckoner 
of Customs Baggage Rules and Passengers Entitlements. The 
details are available on www.cbec.gov.in.

All international passengers travelling to India from Gulf 
countries are encouraged to download this multi-lingual mobile 
app, which is available in four vernacular languages, to gain access 
to real-time information with regard to travel related queries.

Irish visa application
center opens in Kuwait

Kuwaitis are now able to apply for a visa to Ireland through a 
modern center which was recently opened in cooperation with 

the Embassy of Ireland. Applicants have to visit the center run by ‘VFS 
Global’, located on the 30th floor, Shuhada Street, Kuwait City to 
submit their visa applications. Ambassador of Ireland to Kuwait H.E. 
Patrick Hennessy officially inaugurated the center on 19 January, the 
first in the Gulf Arab region.

The center adheres to the new Irish visa applications and caters to 
the growing requirements of travelers from Kuwait interested in trying 
Ireland as a travel destination. It is equipped with professional staff 
and provides the best services. Applications will be easily processed 
and all interactions will be managed professionally in the center with 
the focus on customer comfort, ensuring greater ease when applicants 
submit their visa applications.

Ireland is the leading destination for tourism and business, higher 
education, and offers travelers from Kuwait great opportunities. 

In his inauguration speech during the opening of the center, 
Ambassador Hennessy said, "I welcome the new services where visa 
applications will be processed that was launched in cooperation with the 
company VFS Global. Residents in Kuwait will be able to apply in person 
for an Irish visa, and will benefit from the smooth and effective service. I 
am sure that a growing number of our Kuwaiti friends will choose to visit 
Ireland, both for the purpose of business, science or tourism."

Helpline: +965 2228 1049 E ; Mail: Info.irelandkuw@vfshelpline.com
Website: http://www.vfsglobal.com/ireland/kuwait/
Working hours: from 9:00 am to 5 pm. (from Sunday to Thursday)
Timings and dates  for submission of applications: from 9 am up to 3 pm| 

Sunday - Thursday (except public holidays , according to the embassy).

Non-oil growth in Kuwait to pick up in 2017
Held back by new OPEC oil-production quotas, the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) states are expected to grow 2 
percent overall in terms of real GDP during 2017 and 2018. This is a 
lower growth rate than that of the world economy, which is projected 
to grow at around 3 percent during the same period.

However, the economic reforms being implemented by GCC gov-
ernments are expected to boost non-oil growth in the GCC, which is 
expected to average 3 percent in 2017-18, led by growth in Qatar, UAE 
and Kuwait.

In Kuwait, despite the impact of lower oil prices for much of 2016, 
domestic economic activity remained quite robust. Supported by 
a strong government-led investment program, non-oil growth is 
expected to continue on an improving trajectory and maintain growth 
of 3 to 4.5 percent in 2017–2018.

In its regular economic outlook report, the National Bank of Kuwait 
(NBK) estimated that non-oil GDP growth, which remained resilient at 
3.5 percent in 2016, is expected to inch forward to 4 percent in 2017–
2018. Faster pace of execution of capital projects in infrastructure by the 
government are projected to support non-oil growth improvements 
in the upcoming period. The government’s mega development plan, 
which includes significant private investment, targets investments of 
KD34 billion through 2020. 

The government’s project awarding and implementation pace has 
clearly picked up with projects worth a total of KD23.1 billion being 

awarded since 2014 up to September 2016. Recent projects awarded 
include the new airport terminal, at an estimated cost of KD1.8 billion, 
which could see the current passenger handling capacity being tripled 
by 2022. Nonetheless, all this projected non-oil growth could face 
some headwinds in the form of lower consumer spending, which has 
long been a robust and reliable source of growth in Kuwait. 

Consumer confidence which has been dampened throughout 2015 
on the back of persistent low oil prices took a dive in 2016 in the face of 
fuel price hikes in August. 

Despite being supported by steady growth in employment and 
salaries, particularly in the public sector, household confidence is 

expected to remain low in 2017, as planned subsidy cuts in electricity 
and water tariffs also come into force during the middle of this year.

While fiscal deficit is projected to narrow in 2017 on the back 
of improving oil prices, much will depend on the government’s 
commitment to implementing fiscal reforms. If Brent oil prices 
average around $55 in 2017 and improve to $60 in 2018, Kuwait could 
see its budget deficit narrow to about 8 to 9 percent of GDP, provided 
the government sticks with its reform measures.

Overall GDP growth in Kuwait is expected to improve to 2.7 
percent in 2017, rising from the fall to 1.8 percent in 2016 on the back 
of a flat real GDP in the oil sector. The oil sector GDP dip is likely to be 
impacted by Kuwait’s adherence to a 4.5 percent oil production cut 
as part of the recent OPEC decision for members to cut production 
starting from January 2017. Growth in the oil sector is expected to 
resume to around 1.5 percent in 2018.

Meanwhile, other GCC states could also see some respite in their 
deficits, though they would continue to struggle with it at least until the 
end of 2017. GCC deficits, which averaged 10.7 percent of GDP in 2015-
16, are expected to shrink to 5.2 percent in 2017-18. Several countries 
in the six-nation bloc have allayed pressure on domestic liquidity 
by drawing on their considerable foreign reserves or through debt 
issuances, both locally and internationally. In the fourth-quarter 
of 2016, Saudi Arabia borrowed US$17.5 billion from overseas and 
Kuwait is preparing to approach international lenders in 2017.
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CRIME

Egyptian securitymen held for 
stealing from passengers at KIA 

Farwaniya securitymen arrested an Egyptian for stealing 
from passengers at Kuwait International Airport (KIA). This 

came after the securitymen responded to complaints from a 
number of passengers who lost valuables while they were busy 
preparing for their trip with their small bags left in trolleys along 
with other suitcases.

Jail upheld for Kuwaiti royals

Kuwait’s court of appeals on Thursday upheld a five-year jail 
term for five men including three members of the Al-Sabah 

ruling family for insulting top judges online.
The court also confirmed a one-year jail term against a 

sixth man and upheld the acquittal of six others. The royals 
include Sheikh Athbi Al-
Fahad Al-Sabah, a nephew 
of the Amir and the former 
head of the secret service 
police. They were among 13 
people charged with posting 
on Twitter and WhatsApp a 
fake footage showing a judge 
accepting a bribe from an aide 
to ex-premier Sheikh Nasser 

Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. The 13th defendant, who 
allegedly posted online the footage, was sentenced to 10 years 
in jail by a lower court but the appeals court did not examine his 
case on Thursday as he is on the run.

A number of real-estate 
businessmen expressed strong 

messages concerning the repeated 
parliamentary calls to impose taxes 
and increased fees on expatriates, 
stressing that such a move will reflect 
negatively on the real estate sector.

Head of the Real Estate Brokers 
Association Abdulrahman Al-Habib 
indicated that the negative impact on 
the entire real-estate sector especially 
the investment segment will be 
massive if the recent statements 
issued against expatriates are 
transformed into decisions.

He revealed that 90 percent of 
the flats in Kuwait are rented out to 
expatriates; therefore, any actions 
that could lead to departure of large 
number of expatriates will result in 
evacuation of a huge number of flats.

On his part, Board Chairman of 
Al- Shabib Real-Estate Group Bader 

Al-Shabib insisted that the negative 
attitude of some MPs concerning 
expatriates in terms of increasing 
their expenses will affect the real-
estate sector of the country very 
badly especially the investment and 
commercial segments. He revealed 
that he is expecting the rents of flats 
in Kuwait to be reduced by about 13 
percent this year, indicating that many 

expatriates have already taken steps to 
send their families to their countries.

Al-Shabib stressed that the real-
estate sector will face a serious 
problem this summer. In addition, 
an informed source from the real-
estate sector revealed that the 
number of investment apartment 
buildings in Kuwait reached 14,000 
by the end of 2016.

Imposing taxes on expatriates will impact negatively on realty sector

Kuwait banking to 
remain 'subdued'
in 2017 – research

Asset growth in Kuwait's banking sector will remain subdued in 2017, 
according to BMI Research’s latest analysis of Kuwait’s banking 

outlook. Subsidy cuts are set to undermine household spending, although 
public investment will offer banks lending opportunities for large 
infrastructure projects.

“We believe that commercial banks in Kuwait will continue to face a 
challenging operating environment over 2017, as the government pushes 
ahead with fiscal consolidation,” BMI said in its note.

“This will temper household purchasing power and confidence, weighing 
on consumer willingness to take out loans in the uncertain economic 
climate.” Offsetting sluggish consumer demand for credit, government 
spending on infrastructure will help to boost corporate demand for loans. 
BMI predicts that asset growth will reach 5.2 percent year-on-year in 2017, 
compared with 5 percent in 2016.

Two Bangladeshis arrested
with forged passports

Farwaniya police have arrested 2 Bangladeshis for entering the 
country on forged passports. The suspects, who are believed 

to be close friends, were caught in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. At the time 
of arrest they did not carry any identification papers. Police records 
show the suspects were deported in 2011 and reportedly re-entered 
one after another, the same year using forged passports. They have 
been referred to the Deportation Center.

Maid killed in bid to escape

The remains of an Asian domestic worker who fell to her death 
in a failed bid to escape from the fourth floor of the maids’ 

recruitment office in Hawalli has been referred to Forensics. When 
they reached the spot, paramedics saw the woman in a pool of 
blood in the building compound. The owner of the office has been 
summoned for interrogation.

No pork, donkey, dog in markets

There have been rumors that the Kuwaiti markets sell pork, meat 
of donkey and dogs. The head of emergency team of the Kuwait 

Municipality, Capital Governorate branch Tariq Al-Qattan said those 
who promote such rumors should be punished immediately.

Al-Qattan added the butcheries and meat markets are inspected 
on a regular basis by inspectors who work around the clock to check 
seals on the carcasses and also cars which transport the meat to 
ensure they conform to the health requirements.
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In its recent report on the Middle East and North 
African (MENA) region, the World Economic 

Forum’s MENA Regional Business Council has 
outlined policy reforms needed to generate jobs 
and bring about political stability in the region.

The report recommends actionable policies in 
several priority reform areas, including in corporate 
governance, bankruptcy laws and business conflict 
resolutions, as well as in labor market, public-
private sector cooperation and in the process of 
setting up a new company.

The report urges regional governments 
to establish anti-corruption laws to promote 
competitive businesses, attract foreign investment 
and boost investor confidence, especially in the 
context of small and medium-sized enterprises. 
The report also calls on governments in the region 
to enhance the efficiency of their labor markets by 
allowing workers to shift jobs quickly and at low 
cost. The report noted that "there is an imperative 

to align labor market regulation to international 
standards, especially redundancy." 

The report recommends that in order to 
stimulate entrepreneurship, especially among 
the young, the authorities need to make it easier 
to open businesses by creating a single-window 
mechanism to register companies, as well as 
creating administrative units to liaise between the 
private and public sector for projects of national 
interest. The report adds that the region needs to 
modernize its bankruptcy systems by implementing 
more efficient legal frameworks and processes, 
as well as utilizing the services of more effective 
judicial staff, including impartial judges, competent 
lawyers and accountants experienced in insolvency 
proceedings.

The report reiterates the long-held view among 
market analysts that the MENA region has for too 
long failed to deploy its human capital efficiently 
due to the presence of excessive regulation in the 

private sector and a large public sector that distorts 
incentives. There have also been strident calls 
reforming the region's education system which is 
currently geared to the needs of the public sector 
and subsequently the acquired skills by youth are 
inappropriate for growth-enhancing activities. “The 
current momentum for reform in the MENA region 

creates an opportunity for business, civil society 
and government to initiate inclusive sustainable 
development. This report is the first collective 
policy reform recommendation that is concrete and 
scalable,” said Mirek Dusek, head of Middle East and 
North Africa, member of the Executive Committee, 
World Economic Forum.

He added, “Each of these policy reforms 
outlined in the report marks a milestone along the 
road to success and prosperity. The current drive 
and the determination of MENA’s premier group of 
companies offer promise that it will boost growth 
and achieve prosperity for all.”

For his part, Majid Jafar, chair of the World 
Economic Forum’s Actionable Policy Reforms 
Initiative for the Middle East and North Africa 
(APRI) added, “We cannot continue to have one in 
three young people in our region unemployed. We 
need to transform our economies to enable job 
creators and not just job seekers.” 

WEF urges market reforms to drive MENA growth

Republic of Tajikistan
announces new

electronic system of visa

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Tajikistan would like to inform you that 

a new electronic system of visa processing and 
issuance for foreign nationals and stateless 
persons was introduced in diplomatic missions 
and consular offices of the Republic of Tajikistan 
overseas and the Main Consular Department of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Tajikistan starting 1 January.

The new system’s objective is to simplify 
the Tajik visa processing procedures and it 
is another step in introduction of electronic 
public services. Now foreign nationals 
and stateless persons need to submit the 
necessary documents to obtain a Tajik visa in 
the diplomatic missions and consulates of the 
Republic of Tajikistan overseas and to extend 
their visas in the Main Consular Department of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Tajikistan at www.visa.gov. tj. Depending on 
the results of pre-assessment, consular officers 
may invite applicants via e-mail for necessary 
processing procedures.

It should be outlined that a Tajik visa to be 
issued in the country’s airports upon arrival will 
also be processed via the website of www.visa.
gov.tj. As a result of pre-assessment, the system 
sends visa confirmation to applicants, which 
needs to be presented before departure and 
in consular offices in airports as a supporting 
document to obtain a Tajik visa.

With a view to preventing misunderstanding, 
the Ministry would like to inform you that the 
new electronic system for Tajik Visa processing 
is not associated with the Tajik e-visa System. 
The Tajik e-visa is processed at www.evisa.tj. 
It is a single entry visa issued for the period of 
90 days, but its holder can stay in Tajikistan 
not more than 45 days starting from the arrival 
date. The e-visa is not subject to extension 
except force-majeure situations.

The benevolent presence of 
Padmashri Dr. Ravi Pillai added 

joy to the celebrations in Nasser S. 
Al Hajri (NSH) that filled the day with 
different emotions. Dr. Pillai’s speech 
won thunderous applause from 
the several employees in the large 
audience. The NSH Vice President 
Sabu, in his inspiring speech, 
appreciated these long serving 

employees - P.V. Santhosh Kumar, 
Henry Rajan, Padma Kumar and 
T.H. Abdul Rahiman - highlighted 
their achievements and pointed out 
that they are the finest example of 
teamwork in the organization. The 
recipients of the long service awards 
expressed their gratitude towards 
NSH for playing the Good Samaritan 
role for its employees. 

NSH honors long-serving employees

The new Country Director 
of Oxford Business Group, 

Jennifer Poole, gave an enlightening 
talk at the British Business Forum 
(BBF) monthly meet held at the 
embassy premises last week.

Ms. Jennifer, who has travelled 
extensively around the world and 
served in Asia and Africa before 
taking up her new role in Kuwait, 
spoke about her experiences with 
optimism and enthusiasm, and 
highlighted the positive business 

atmosphere existing in the 
country. She pointed to some of 
the unique selling points of Kuwait 
and the huge potential that existed 
for businesses in the country.

The informative talk gave the 
packed hall a very interesting 
perspective of opportunities and 
challenges in the country. Earlier, 
Donald Teale from the BBF board 
introduced the speaker and also 
updated members on the activities 
in the year ahead.

BBF holds monthly meeting
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The Embassy of Guyana held 
a reception on Thursday, 

19 January to celebrate the 6th 
Anniversary of the Guyana 
embassy in Kuwait. Ambassador 
Dr. Shamir and Dr. Maryann 
Ally welcomed the gathering of 
diplomats and well-wishers to 
the chancery. In his address to 
the gathering, the Ambassador 
Dr. Shamir praised the Kuwait 
leadership and thanked them 
for their continuous support 
and cooperation to Guyana.

Guyana Embassy celebrates anniversary

We have volunteered for your sake Kuwait’ 
is the logo brandished by a number of 

handicraft and voluntary associations and ordinary 
citizens visiting a celebration zone located at the 
heritage site, ‘Yom Al-Bahar’ in Kuwait, marking 

the International Volunteer Day. The activity 
was organized by the information and tourism 
departments. The international occasion falls on 
5 December, and aims to celebrate volunteerism 
worldwide.

The Indian Community 
School Kuwait (ICSK) - 

Senior aims at convincing and 
instilling moral values among 
students. ‘SPARSH’ is an activity 
where students are encouraged 
to visit, share, contribute and 
understand the sufferings of the 
less fortunate. Three months of 
summer vacation were utilized 
to complete this project, and 
the results were evaluated by 
experienced judges. The video 
presentation ushered in a new 
era of value based education. 

In the Senior Secondary Level, 
Venessa Emilia Suares of Class 
XII C secured the First position; 
the Second Position is shared by 
Abisha Abinesar of Class XI A 
and Sneha Sridharan of Class XI 
D. The Third Position is shared by 

Anikah Anna, Bertin Paul, Meril 
Susan, Thansiha Khatoon Class 
XI E and Anamika Anil Kumar 
Class XII B. In the Secondary 
Level, Alma Trisa Sunil of Class 
VIII A bagged the First Position 
and the Second Position was 
shared by two groups Sonal 
Ghosh, Amreen Amanullah, 

Cleona Fernandes, Breanne 
Banze and Eman Hashim of Class 
IX & Moses Kurien, Reshma Sarah 
Mathews,Rithika Raghupathy, 
Aleena Ann Daniel and Cliffton 
George Daniel of Class X A. 
Abhijit Satheesh of Class X C & 
Fiona Francis Fernandes of Class 
VIII B shared the Third Position.

SPARSH - opening ICSK Senior students
to morality-based education

Space Kidz India’s hunt to identify 2017’s young 
leader ended with the choice of Avanish of PSBB 

Millennium who competed with several others for the 
title. ‘Space Kidz India, Youth Icon of the Year 2017’ is 
a unique hunt to identify an emerging leader from 
high school students to commemorate the spirit of 
National Youth Day, which is celebrated in memory of 
Swami Vivekananda.

More than 225 teams participated in the quiz and 
extempore jointly conducted by Space Kidz India 
and Russian Center of Science and Culture.  A large 
gathering of youngsters, teachers and members of the 
general public witnessed the performance of some 
brilliant young minds.

This year’s event was anchored by the prominent 
quizzing personality Pani J. Anthony. Mikhail Gorbatov, 
Vice Consul, Russian Federation in South India, was 
the chief guest at this event. The top 5 scorers in the 
prelims got the chance of occupying the hot seats on 
the dais, and the final 2 teams who stole the show were 
Sankara Vidhyalaya (Sneha and Srivatsan) and PSBB 
Millennium (Avanish and Abhijith).  

Sankara Vidhyalaya was adjudged the winners of 
the Quiz. Avanish, who gave an excellent performance 
in the extempore, won the Youth Icon of the Year 
2017 and was crowned by versatile artist Arya, CK 
Kumaravel, Mr.  Gorbotov, Mr. Antony and Srimathy 
Kesan- Director, Space Kidz India.

Prominent Quiz Master Pani J. Anthony 
anchors Youth Icon 2017

Kuwait marks International Volunteer Day
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Under the auspices of Minister 
of Information and Minister of 

State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman 
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, the Horeca 
Kuwait 2017 exhibition was held from 
16 to 18 January at the Kuwait Inter-
national Fairgrounds in Mishref. The 
three-day exhibition witnessed the 
participation of over 80 companies 
specialized in hospitality, catering 
and hotel equipment.  

The exhibition also served the 
added purpose of encouraging 
innovation and development in 
the catering and hotel equipment 
industries in Kuwait. The event 
was organized by the Leaders 
Group Company for Consulting and 
Development in collaboration with 

the Hospitality Services Company. 
Al Othman & Al Bisher Trading 
Company, a golden sponsor of 

the exhibition, was among several 
sponsors of Horeca 2017.

Speaking to the media, Minister 

of Information Sheikh Al-Humoud 
Al-Sabah emphasized the benefits 
of the expo in the government’s 

development plans and in promoting 
investment, which in turn, could 
spur the national youth to be more 
actively involved in similar endeavors.

For her part, General Manager 
of Leaders Group Company Nabila 
Al-Anjeri remarked on the growth 
of the culinary business, and 
stated that around 80 nutrition 
and catering companies were 
participating in the expo.

Teams of chefs from all over the 
world tested their skill in the live 
competitions that included display 
competitions for creating exquisite 
sculptures with materials such 
as chocolate, fruit, ice and bread. 
Chefs were also eager to share their 
knowledge and tips with the public. 

Horeca Kuwait 2017 a resounding success

Continued from Page 1

Indian Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. 
Sunil Jain to express his concern to 
Kuwaiti government officials, as well 
as during a meeting he recently held 
with the Governor of Farwaniya Sheikh 
Faisal Al-Humoud Al-Malik Al Sabah 
and heads of police stations under the 
governorate.

In just the past two weeks, several 
Indian nationals have been victims 
of small organised gangs who have 
been coordinating their attacks on 
individuals in an attempt to steal their 
valuables. Some of the attackers pose 
as police officials seeking identification 
before taking off with the victim’s 
wallet. Resistance to these attacks 
is met by violence and residents are 
increasingly feeling unsafe as a result. 
Most of the crimes have been occurring 
after 8 pm and targeting individuals.

The spurt in crime over the last 
two weeks has also included physical 
attacks on a couple of Indians that 
have left residents in the locality 
feeling vulnerable and frightened. 
It needs to be pointed out that the 
attackers are not specifically targeting 
Indians, but that expatriates from 
other countries living in the area have 

also been victims of these criminals.
Crime rate in the area has always 

been high due to large number of 
expatriates living there as they are 
easy prey for robbers who are able to 
overpower their victims by force or 
coercion. Police have arrested several 
hundred wanted criminals including 
visa violators setting up check points 
to apprehend them. Recently they 
held a campaign to clean up the area 
of cars being parked in the residential 
areas and blocking traffic. The police 
confiscated several hundred number 
plates of cars creating further 
inconvenience to residents of the area. 

With the number of residents 
in the area growing, the suburb is 
overstretched in terms of providing 
amenities to the local residents. 
The presence of a large number of 
unemployed youth from various 
communities, poor infrastructure, 
overcrowding and negligence from 
government authorities, only add 
to the woe of residents in Jleeb Al 
Shuyoukh.The Governor of Farwaniya 
assured the Indian ambassador that 
appropriate measure would be taken 
to ensure the safety and security of the 
Indian community and ensure that such 
incidents do not take place in future.

Crime rate on the rise 
in Jleeb Al Shuyoukh 

The Year Three students from the British 
School of Kuwait (BSK) visited the 

Scientific Centre as part of their science 
curriculum. The students were fascinated 
with the wonderful array of experiments and 
investigations which allowed them to use 
their scientific thinking to solve problems.

The students experimented with finding 
out their BMI, how much water was in their 
body and how long it took to cycle off a packet 
of fries. They were also able to test their 
strength using a grip machine and a hang 
from a bar that timed them. BSK has always 
valued a hands on approach to enriching its 
British based curricula. 

BSK students visit the Scientific Centre

ILF conducts legal seminar on Uniform Civil Code in India

The Indian Lawyer’s Forum (ILF), the 
association of Indian Law Graduates and 

Lawyers in Kuwait,  conducted a legal seminar 
for Indian community on the Uniform Civil Code 
in India at Hidine Auditorium, Abbasiya. The 
subject was introduced by Adv. Mohammed 
Basheer, Adv. Thomas Stephen and Adv. Sumod.

The ILF President Adv.Thomas Panicker 
inaugurated the function and in his speech 
described the activities of  Indian Lawyers’ Forum 
to the gathering. The speakers highlighted their 
problems and disadvantages associated with 
India failing to have a Uniform Civil Code, and  
stressed that its introduction would not infringe 
one’s fundamental rights.  
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The majority of youth aged 18–29 in the GCC 
are increasingly growing concerned about the 

effects of climate change on their future, says a 
new survey by YouGov, the international internet-
based market research firm.

The study showed that 92 percent of young 
people aged between18–29 who participated in 
the survey, which was conducted across the GCC 
(Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
United Arab Emirates), believe the environment is 
under a bigger threat today than 20 years ago.

While the majority of respondents shared the 
opinion that the effects of global warming on the 
climate and its damaging impact on the future 
is an important issue, and 64 percent believed a 
solution could be found, fighting against global 
warming is not the first future priority for many. 
The study showed that just six percent consider 
global warming a top priority and only 20 percent 
regarded the fight against global warming as one 
of their top three priorities for the future.

The belief that a commitment to green growth 
and the implementation of measures to reduce 
greenhouse gases will improve the economic 
and job situation in the GCC was supported by 
77 percent of respondents. The majority of them 
(81%) also agreed that it is possible to combine 
material progress and environmental protection.

When it comes to the level of education, more 
than half of respondents (52%) believe that their 
education has prepared them sufficiently to face 
tomorrow’s challenges, particularly challenges 
concerning global warming. Eight in 10 believe 
that global warming will change the nature of 
existing jobs and 64 percent believe that global 
warming will destroy existing jobs.

More than half of respondents also indicated 
that contributing to the fight against global 
warming is one of their career goals and a factor 
in their choice of job or profession. However, 
it was wage/level of income which was the 
most important criteria when considering 
an employment opportunity for almost one 

quarter (24%) of respondents. The employer’s 
commitment to the protection of the environment 
and fight against global warming was the most 
important criteria for only seven percent of 
respondents.

When it comes to who young people of the 
GCC trust to help solve the global warming 
problem, 87 percent said they trust scientists and 

experts, 82 percent trust schools and universities, 
77 percent trust NGOs and other charitable/
humanitarian organizations and 74 percent trust 
their government to protect the environment. 
Conversely only 50 percent of respondents trust 
the businesses to step up and help in protecting 
the environment.

New CSP plant to boost capacity of world’s 
largest solar energy project. Last week the Dubai 

Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) requested 
all qualified bidders to present proposals for a 
200MW concentrated solar power (CSP) plant as 
part of the fourth phase of the Mohammad Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park in Dubai. 

The Request for Proposal (REP) by DEWA 
was part of its strategy to continue building and 
developing a greener economy in line with the 
Dubai Plan 2021, which envisions establishing 
Dubai as a smart and sustainable city whose 
environmental elements are clean, healthy and 
sustainable.

The Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar 
Park is the largest single-site strategic solar energy 
project of its kind in the world. The Park is part of 
DEWA’s efforts to support the Dubai Clean Energy 
Strategy 2050 to increase the share of clean energy 
in Dubai total energy output to 7 percent by 2020, 
25 percent by 2030, and 75 percent by 2050.  The 
total capacity of the Mohammad Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum Solar Park will reach 1,000MW by 2020, 
and 5,000MW by 2030, with total investments of 
Dh50 billion.

“This project is another milestone achievement 
that will put Dubai and the UAE at the forefront 
in the region in producing renewable and clean 
energy, and supports the vision of His Highness 
Shaikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,” 
said Saeed Mohammad Al Tayer, MD and CEO of 
DEWA.

The RFP, issued on 15th January, supports the 
wise vision of the Vice-President of UAE and ruler 
of Dubai, His Highness Shaikh Mohammad to 
make Dubai a global center of clean-energy and 
green economy.

DEWA is committed to the UAE Vision 
2021 of a sustainable environment in terms of 
air quality, conserving water resources, more 
reliance on clean energy, and implementing green 
development in Dubai, as well as Dubai Plan 2021 
to establish Dubai as a smart and sustainable city, 
whose environmental elements are clean, healthy 
and sustainable, Al Tayer added.

India-UAE ranked world's
second largest 

migration corridor in 2015

The migration of Indians to the UAE in 2015 has  
been ranked as the 'second largest migration 

in the world', according to the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). In 
its latest report, 'Perspectives on global development 
2017: International migration in a shifting world', the 
35-country economic organization said nearly 2.8 
million Indians have migrated to the UAE between 1995 
and 2015, making it the top destination in the world for 
Indians. Recently Navdeep Suri Singh, ambassador of 
India to UAE, confirmed that the UAE is home to over 
2.6 million Indians.

With 5.5 million migrants in 2015, the corridor 
between Mexico and the United States has been listed 
as the 'largest'  in terms of the volume of migrants.

Terming the trend as a 'recent phenomenon', the 
report said the number of Indian migrants to the UAE 
increased by 126 percent between 2005 and 2010. 
Large migration flows began in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries during the 1970s’ oil boom, 
with immigrants currently making over 40 percent of 
the GCC population. Immigrants account for almost 70 
percent of the total population in Kuwait and over 80 
percent in Qatar and the UAE, the report said.

The top six countries for immigrants in Asia were 
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, the Philippines 
and Sri Lanka. Indians topped the list for the largest 
diaspora in the world with 15.6 million migrants in 
2015, OECD said, adding 243 million people live outside 
their country of birth, accounting for 3.3 percent of the 
world's population. The migration flow between 1995 
and 2015 has been calculated taking the difference 
between the migrant numbers in each of two years 
(1995 and 2015), OECD said.

Majority of GCC youth believe
climate change is real threat

With the theme of ‘Responsive and 
Responsible Leadership’, the annual 

meet of World Economic Forum (WEF) got 
underway at Davos on Tuesday.  The annual 
meeting in Davos remains a global platform 
unmatched in engaging leaders from 
across business, government, international 
organizations, academia and civil society in 
peer-to-peer working sessions. 

In line with growing influence of South 
Asian countries in global affairs and on 
account of having some of the fastest growing 
economies in the world, the Forum has this 
year formulated a senior advisory board called 
the South Asia Regional Strategy Group (RSG) 
comprised of senior government officials, 
business leaders, academics and experts. The 
invitation only flagship group and its members 
are committed to the shared mission of 
accelerating the regional transformation of 
South Asia through public-private cooperation. 
The RSG provides strategic guidance on the 
Forum’s regional agenda, and is the highest-
level decision making body for the Forum’s 
activities in South Asia.

The South Asia RSG is chaired by Amitabh 
Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog who will be supported 
by two Vice-Chairs, Ajay Khanna, Chief, 
Strategic and Public Affairs, Jubilant Bhartia 
Group and Srivatsan Rajan, Chairman, Bain 

& Company. The multi-stakeholder group 
also comprises of big names in government, 
business and academics including Harin 
Fernando, Minister of Telecommunications 
and Digital Infrastructure, Sri Lanka, Mr. 
Adeeb Ahamed, Managing Director, Lulu 
Financial Group, Gita Gopinath, Professor 
of Economics, Harvard University, Nikhil 
Meswani, Executive Director, Reliance 
Industries and Shamina Singh, President, 
Mastercard Center for Inclusive Growth, 
among others.  “The World Economic Forum 
has been at the helm of creating a better 
tomorrow, through its engagement with local 
and global leaders across continents. I believe 
that the new South Asia Regional Strategy 
Group will be able to create changes on 
ground in key areas across the region and will 
allow greater private and public co-operation 
that enhances community development,” 
said Mr. Ahamed. 

The RSG is expected to identify critical 
issues, challenges and opportunities in South 
Asia and debate on how to address them. They 
would also be engaged in ongoing initiatives, 
provide guidance and advice to develop 
regional projects while helping mobilize 
action. The projects will be constantly 
monitored by the group and ensure value 
delivery and impact in the region.

WEF launches new senior advisory 
board for South Asia at Davos

Continued from Page 1

When asked whether the government has 
an organized strategy to reduce the number 
of expatriates by imposing pressure on them 
through increased charges and taxes, Sheikh 
Mohammad Al-Abdullah responded by asking, 
“Did you hear from any government official that 
the government wants to expel thousands of 
expatriates from Kuwait?”

The minister explained that any decision 
concerning the expatriate labor force will be 
taken in accordance with the law, as well as in 
consideration of humanitarian aspects. A work 
team will be formed to prepare a comprehensive 
report on how to deal with the population 
imbalance based on the state’s vision. Sheikh 
Mohammad Al-Abdullah affirmed that the 
government will put its foot down when the 
parliament decides to discuss this issue, adding 
that the government, when asked to present its 
side, will do so in a bid to cooperate and coordinate 
with the parliament. Meanwhile, there have been 
reactions from international and local scenes over 
what is regarded as an attack against expatriates 
in Kuwait, condemning the idea of considering 
expatriates in the country as ‘colonists’.

Banking sources quoted in Arabic media 

also condemned parliamentary statements 
and agreed deporting expats was not the right 
solution. They claimed this was just rhetoric by 
parliamentarians seeking support of citizens 
through passionate speeches.

Furthermore, they justified expatriates in 
the country saying they received “a generous 
invitation” from the Kuwaiti government 
and citizens, represented by those who own 
companies, to come to Kuwait and offer their 
services. They wondered what alternative 
measures are available if expatriates, especially 
the qualified ones, are repelled from the country 
in such a manner.

Economist Rasheed Al-Bader said the 
extravagance in establishing cities and offices 
that need large number of laborers for cleaning 
and maintenance activities has led to increase in 
number of expatriates workers in the country.

He indicated that in advanced countries, 
only one servant is needed to care for about ten 
houses but in Kuwait, each house has two or 
three servants. 

Al-Bader criticized the government’s policy 
of appointing citizens in the public sector and 
offering national support subsidy which has led 
to build-up of Kuwaiti employees in the public 
sector.

Government denies expulsion of expatriates



16
22 - 28 January, 2017         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.com

2244 2098
Turkish Coffee

Ice Cream

cappuccino
Milkshakes

Private cabins for a relaxing shisha session,
Valet Parking available

HEALTH

Smoking kills nearly six million 
people a year, and costs the world 

more than $1 trillion annually in health 
care expenses and lost productivity, 
says a new report published by the 
World Health Organization (WHO).

Billions of dollars and millions of 
lives could be saved annually through 
higher tobacco prices and taxes, 
according to the WHO report. Besides 
reducing the risk of cancer and heart 
disease, such tobacco-control policies 
could raise large amounts of money 
for governments to use for health and 
economic development, the study 
authors said. "The economic impact 
of tobacco on countries, and the 
general public, is huge, as this new 
report shows," said Dr. Oleg Chestnov, 
assistant director-general for non-
communicable diseases and mental 
health at WHO.

"The tobacco industry produces and 
markets products that kill millions of 
people prematurely, rob households 
of finances that could have been used 
for food and education, and imposes 
immense health care costs on families, 
communities and countries," said Mr. 
Chestnov. Annual tax revenues from 
cigarettes globally could increase by 47 
percent, or $140 billion, if all countries 
raised excise taxes by about 80 cents 
per pack, according to the report. The 
report authors predict this would raise 
cigarette retail prices an average of 42 
percent, leading to a 9 percent decline 
in smoking rates and up to 66 million 
fewer adult smokers.

Poorer countries suffer the greatest 
burden from tobacco use. There are 
1.1 billion smokers age 15 or older 
worldwide, and 8 out of 10 of them are 
in low- and middle-income countries, 
the report noted.

The report confirms that evidence-
based tobacco control interventions 
make sense from an economic as well 
as a public health standpoint. The 
report also dispelled tobacco industry’s 
long-touted claim that tobacco-
control measures cause economic 

harm. Tobacco is a major cause of 
non-communicable diseases including 
heart disease, cancer, diabetes and 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. 
Such preventable diseases account 
for about 16 million premature deaths 
(before age 70) worldwide every year. 
Reducing tobacco is a major part of 
efforts to lower premature deaths 
from non-communicable diseases 

by one-third by 2030. "Progress is 
being made in controlling the global 
tobacco epidemic, but concerted 
efforts are needed to ensure progress is 
maintained or accelerated," the report 
said. "Increasing tobacco use in some 
regions, and the potential for increase 
in others, threatens to undermine 
global progress in tobacco control," the 
report warned.

Six million lives lost annually to tobacco use

Artificial intelligence (AI) can predict when 
patients with a heart disorder will die, 

according to new research by scientists at UK’s 
Medical Research Council. The software they 
created learned to analyze blood tests and scans 
of beating hearts to spot signs that the organ was 
about to fail. The team behind the research said the 
technology could save lives by finding patients that 
need more aggressive treatment.

For the study, the AI software was given MRI scans 
of 256 patients' hearts, and blood test results. It 
measured the movement of 30,000 different points 

in the organ's structure during each heartbeat. When 
this data was combined with eight years of patient 
health records, the artificial intelligence learned 
which abnormalities predicted when patients would 
die. The software could look about five years into the 
future. It correctly predicted those who would still 
be alive after one year about 80 percent of the time. 
The figure for doctors is 60 percent.

High blood pressure in the lungs damages part of 
the heart, and about a third of patients die with five 
years of being diagnosed. There are treatments such 
as drugs, injections straight into the blood vessels 

and a lung transplant. But doctors need to have an 
idea of how long patients might have left, in order 
to pick the right treatment. The new AI could allow 
doctors to tailor the right intensive treatment to 
those who will benefit the most.

The team now wants to test the software 
works in other patients in different hospitals 
before assessing whether it should be made widely 
available to doctors. The researchers also want to 
use the technology in other forms of heart failure, 
such as cardiomyopathy, to see who might need a 
pacemaker or other forms of treatment.

Artificial intelligence predicts when heart will fail

There comes a point in everyone’s 
life when they start to notice 

their waist getting thicker and wider. 
There are many reasons for this, but 
age, hormones, stress and a busy life 
are among the worst of them.

According to research, both men 
and women’s body fat increases 
as they get into their thirties and 
forties, largely due to a slowing 
metabolism and a decline in the 
hormone testosterone, which 
causes the body to lay down more 
fat. Men are more prone to gaining 
this fat around their middle, whereas 
women gain it evenly around their 
middle, back, arms and thighs. 

As people age, they do not just 
gain subcutaneous fat – the wobbly 
kind– but also deeper, visceral 
fat, which surrounds your internal 
organs and is the more dangerous 
kind. Studies have found visceral 
fat can increase the risk of diabetes, 
heart disease, some cancers and 
Alzheimer’s, as well as being 
unsightly. 

While exercise is often cited as 
the antidote to gaining fat, midlife 
requires a smarter, multi- pronged 
approach that includes exercise as 
well as paying attention to what you 
eat, how much sleep you get and 
how much stress you are taking on.

Here are some tips on how to 
shrink your midlife middle.

Lose your breath every day: 
Make sure you do something that 

leaves you out of breath every day 
for at least15 minutes. Bike rides, 
tennis, running or swimming, no 
matter what you do, these high 
intensity workouts keep your muscle 
fibers highly activated, which helps 
raise your metabolism and, for men, 
their testosterone levels, and burns 
more calories which keeps your mid-
section leaner and firmer.

Pump it up: Too many older 
exercisers assume strength training 
is for young men who want to bulk 
up. However, lifting weights makes 
40-something men and women 
leaner and fitter, plus it strengthens 
their joints. So spend some time in 
the weights section at your local 
gym, or try using resistance bands 
– tensile strips of rubber that offer a 
strength training routine at home – 
or take a kettle-bell class to perfect 
the swings, cleans and snatches 
that will help torch fat and build 
strength.

Gender-swap in the gym: 
Crossing sides in the fitness center 
can work wonders for both sexes 
in midlife. As women get older, 
they should lift more, while men 
should do more yoga and ballet. 
Yoga or ballet moves are great 
for creating really good muscle 
engagement in areas vulnerable 
to injury, like your lower back, 
shoulders and knees. It is also a 
soft introduction into exercise for 
an older person new to fitness. 

Reduce your midlife midriff
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Toronto: The largest city in Canada and 
arguably the best-known, Toronto is cultured 
and cosmopolitan, yet manages to remain 
relaxed, livable, and fun all at the same time. 
Canada's center of the arts and media has 
plenty of pleasant tree-lined streets in Yorkville 
for window-shopping and wandering; a host 
of independent galleries in West Queen West 
with edgy works; big-name music festivals year-
round; and an adventurous, constantly evolving 
food scene. Toronto’s impressive sights may be 
what pull you in, but its vibrant neighborhoods, 
artistic happenings, and friendly locals will 
make you want to return.

Niagara Falls: traddling the US-Canadian 
border, Niagara Falls is within reach of Toronto 
- and well worth it. The three falls combined, 
the Horseshoe Falls, the American Falls and the 
Bridal Veil Falls, form the highest flow rate of 
any waterfall in the world (around 2,400 m3 per 
second). Once you have seen the Falls, explore 
the theme park-esque town that lives off the 
natural wonder's tourist appeal.

Montreal: The second largest city in Canada, 
Montreal is France's home away from home. 
Centuries-old stone facades, traditional bistros, 
elegant boulevards, and a certain ‘je ne sais 
quoi’ make Montreal's reputation as an Old 
World city ‘manqué’ well-deserved. But this 

Francophone metropolis is no fossilized relic. 
When you travel to Montreal, step beyond the 
cobbled lanes of Vieux-Montréal, and you are 
surrounded by thoroughly of-the-moment 
buildings from the likes of I. M. Pei; innovative, 
globally inspired cuisine; boundary-pushing 
music from bands such as Arcade Fire and The 
Dears; and a dizzying blend of cultures that 

includes not just French but Italian, Chinese, 
and Caribbean. What binds all this together are 
the Montrealers themselves, who embrace their 
dualisms with relish. Visit Montreal to discover 
the European flair and sophistication of this 
unique Canadian metropolis.

Vancouver: Vancouver has been named the ‘best 
place to live in the world’ more than a few times. 
The west coast city in British Columbia boasts 
a buzzy cultural life, a rich platter of ethnically 
diverse restaurants and a cosmopolitan 
population. In addition, its numerous public 
parks, mountains, and waters in and around 

the city make it an excellent playground for 
outdoor enthusiasts. Meanwhile, its forward-
thinking hotels, restaurants, and galleries have 
transformed this Northwest boomtown into an 
outdoorsy capital of cool.

The Canadian Rockies: The Canadian Rockies 
span British Columbia and Alberta and is one of 
the world's most impressive mountain ranges. 
Boasting mind-boggling scenery and a number 

of Canada's highest peaks, the region is ideal for 
explorers. There are also a number of ski resorts 
in the mountain range, including Banff.

Whistler: One of North America's largest and 
most popular ski resorts hosted the Winter 
Olympics in 2010 and boasts some 8,000 acres 
of pistes and 1,610m of vertical. Its ski area 
across two mountains - Whistler and Blackcomb 
- enjoys a long season from November to May 
and an impressive and reliable average snowfall.

Quebec and Quebec City: Quebec, the largest 
province in Canada, and its capital, Quebec City, 
are on the country's east coast, and play host to 
some of Canada's most beautiful countryside. 
Quebec City is one of the oldest settlements 
in North America, French-speaking and home 
to the Château Frontenac, a 19th century hotel 
that dominates the city's skyline. Quebec the 
province, of which Montreal is a part, has small, 
picturesque towns, ski resorts and moose.

Ottawa: For a capital city, Ottawa is a small 
charming city that is bike-friendly, peaceful, 

and a great base for exploring the Canadian 
wilderness on its doorstep in Ontario. Perched 
upon Parliament Hill are Ottawa's gothic 
government buildings, set against the slow-
moving Ottawa River. Miles of late-Victorian 
brick houses dot neighborhoods. Canadian 
art and history are on display at museums 
throughout the city, including the impressive 
Canadian Museum of Civilization. Ottawa 
makes it easy to enjoy its beauty through 
outdoor pursuits. 

The city is also blessed with a vibrant 
nightlife packed full of amazing entertainment. 
Canadian and international performances 
take the spotlight at the National Arts Centre, 
entertaining visitors with ballet, theatre and 
orchestral works. 

Good Times Aplenty 
The second largest country in the world, Canada has no shortage of beautiful landscapes and unique sites for travelers to 
explore. From coast to coast to coast, the country is home to vibrant and culturally rich cities, along with incredible natural 
wonders. In Western Canada, the Rocky Mountains and cities of Vancouver, Victoria, and Calgary dominate most itineraries. 
In Central Canada, Niagara Falls, Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, and Quebec City, are some of the most popular possibilities. 
For those who venture out to Canada's Maritime Provinces in the east, the beauty of Gros Morne National Park, along with 
the cities of Halifax and St. John's provide their own unique character. Off the beaten path, but equally impressive is Canada's 
North, with an opportunity to see polar bears in the wild and explore the remote beauty of places like Nahanni National Park 

and the cities of Whitehorse and Yellowknife. Here are some amazing places you should visit on your next vacation.

With diverse culinary influences 
ranging from European settlers 

to American neighbors to centuries of 
immigration, Canadian cuisine often proves 
difficult to define. While the overarching 
style of the country’s eclectic cuisine is 
almost impossible to describe, there are 
many local dishes that Canadians take 
great pride in. Here are some of Canada’s 
must-try meals.

Montréal Smoked Meat Sandwich
A popular dish 
served at Montréal 
delis, the Montréal 
smoked meat 
sandwich consists of 
slices of spiced beef 
served on thick rye 
bread, along with 
plenty of yellow 
mustard. Although 
smoked meat is not unique to Montréal, 
its preparation is distinct from other types 
and typically involves a generous sprinkling 
of cracked peppercorns. The resulting meat 
is usually sweeter and less spicy compared 
to other kinds of smoked meat, though 
each deli has their own unique take on this 
national dish.

BeaverTails
BeaverTails are a deep-fried dough pastry 
that is stretched to resemble the tail of 
Canada’s national animal. The pastry is 
served warm, topped with butter and a 
choice of sweet toppings, such as candy, 
fruit, chocolate, or sugar and cinnamon. 
A staple at Canadian theme parks, sport 
venues, ski hills and festivals, BeaverTails 
evolved from a recipe passed down by 
the founders’ family. The famous pastry 
was even enjoyed by US President Barack 
Obama during a 2009 trip to Ottawa.

  Canada's National Dishes
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LIFESTYLE

When it comes to eyeshadow 
application, nothing is more 

intimidating. Sure, you love the bright 
colors and rich textures. Out of all 
the makeup categories, it is probably 
eyeshadow palettes that tug at your 
heartstrings the most. 

But figuring out what to do with 
them, exactly—which colors to use, and 
how much, and where—is definitely an 
acquired skill. Whether it is bad 
blending, poor placement, a heavy-
handed application or the wrong colors, 
there is a lot that can go wrong. Here is 
what you are probably doing wrong 
with your eyeshadow application. 

Skipping on eye primer: Prepping 
eyelids with a primer will ensure 
makeup applies smoothly and looks 
even. The primer acts as a magnet for 
shadow pigments, holding onto the 
color and keeping it from smudging, 
fading or creasing. 

Using the wrong brushes: If you 
want a professional finish, invest in 
some decent eyeshadow brushes. 
This doesn't mean spending on a 
fancy set from a high-end brand, 
there are plenty of affordable and 
amazing brush kits available. 

Your eyeshadow doesn't deliver: 
Not all eyeshadows are made equal, 
whilst some can look patchy or 
uneven; others are super-pigmented, 
buttery and blendable. Always buy 
high-quality shadows and make 
sure they are backed by consumer 
satisfaction.

Not blending right: When applying 
eye makeup, be sure to blend the 
shadow up towards the tail of your 
brow. Concentrate the majority of 

the pigment on the outer corner and 
then blend and diffuse the color up 
and out, this will give the flattering 
illusion of a lifted eye.

Using the wrong eyeshadow with 
your skin tone: There are no hard 
and fast rules when it comes to 
eyeshadow undertones, after all, 
makeup is for experimenting with. 
Nevertheless, you have to decide on 
the most flattering shades for your 
skin tone. If your skin has yellow 
or gold undertones, chances are 
a warmer color palette will look 
amazing with your complexion. If you 
have pink undertones, experiment 
with cool-toned shadows as they will 
flatter you the most.

Forgetting your lash line: It is 
crucial not to forget about the 
lash line. Remember to take the 
eyeshadow that you have used across 
the majority of your lid, and blend it 
along the lower lash line with a pencil 
brush; this will tie the look together. 
Also, liner will enhance your shadow 
work and leave eyes looking polished. 
Grab a black kohl pencil and trace the 
upper and lower waterline, then, use 
a smudger brush to buff the pigment 
along the lash lines as well.

Ignoring your inner corners: If you 
do not pay attention to the inner 
corners of your eyes, you will regret 
it. Brightening up the inner corners 
of your eyes with a highlighter or 
shimmer will instantly make your 
peepers appear bigger and wider. 

Applying eyeshadow on dry eyes:  
If your eyes are dry or flakey it can 
lead to uneven eyeshadow. Keep the 
delicate skin hydrated by applying an 
eye cream every morning and night.

Overlooking your brows: A defined 
brow will act as a frame for your 
eyeshadow. This doesn't mean you 
have to go overboard with the dip 
brow, simply run a pencil through 
your arches and fill in any sparse 
spots. It will take your eyes up a level 
and ensure they look finished.

Reasons for 

bad-looking

eyeshadow

Uplift your winter clothes with a touch 
of grunge, the edgy, carefree, and wild 
style is a great way to express your 
personality this winter. Take a break 
from the baggy, frumpy style of winter 
clothes, and dive into a new aesthetic 
with an infusion of dramatic elements 
into oversized sweaters and jackets. If 
you are looking for practical ways to 
channel your grunge style this winter, 
keep on reading for some tricks.

Add some grunge details to your winter 
outfit: Studs, spikes, frays and such details 
can add a grunge vibe to your winter looks. 
Think of purchasing a structured coat with 
grunge details on the pockets or on the 
lapels like frayed edges that will make your 
winter style edgy. Or, you can resort to biker 
jackets embellished with studs or in bold 
prints that make great outerwear for your 
lightweight graphic tees. Give layering a 
new meaning with a dynamic ensemble of 
graphic tops, shirts and bomber jacket to 
help you stay warm in the colder months. 
Make sure the accessories match the entire 
grunge vibe by picking up steel bracelets with 
embellishments, spiky necklaces and fierce 
statement jewelry.

Embrace oversized tops, sweaters and coats: 
Winter ensembles are usually about outerwear, 
sweaters and turtleneck tops, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t channel grunge. The key is to go 
for oversized ensembles in bold print or colors 

Grunge
 For winterstyle

that is easy to layer with dark tones. You go for 
oversized hoodies that you can wear with your 
favorite sneakers and tee like she did.

Opt for boots to add some edge to your 
street looks: Combat boots, rocker boots, 
doc marten boots and similar footwear are 
prized for their hint of edginess. Get a pair of 
sturdy and aesthetically pleasing boots if you 
plan to go grunge through the cold season. 
Combat boots is a very popular element you 
can match with your favorite plaid shirt and 
leather jacket. Or, go for masculine shoes 
that will look perfect with your patent leather 
trousers and bomber jacket.  A major part of 
the grunge style is stockings or knee-length 
socks so choose a funky pair to match with 
your black tunic frock or a cool sweater dress 
- one shade too much, but that is how grunge 
ruled the world. 

Fur coats add glamour to your winter 
grunge looks: Fur coats are considered 
very classy and are perfect for the touch of 
sophistication to your dark grunge ensemble. 
Go for one that is a bit exaggerated and 
made of material that introduces texture to 
your overall appearance to stand out. Your 
best options for this trend’s colors are rust, 
brown, burgundy, or black that elevate your 
look from basic to amazing. Alternatively, 
a colorful faux coat adds some flair to your 
basic sweater blouse and ripped trousers 
teamed with modern shoes. 
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Bioengineers at The University 
of Nottingham are trialling 

how to use shrimp shells to make 
biodegradable shopping bags, as 
a 'green' alternative to oil-based 
plastic, and as a new food packaging 
material to extend product shelf life.

The new material for these 
affordable 'eco-friendly' bags is being 
optimised for Egyptian conditions, as 
effective waste management is one of 
the country's biggest challenges.

An expert in testing the properties 
of materials, Dr. Nicola Everitt 
from the Faculty of Engineering 
at Nottingham, is leading the 
research together with academics 
at Nile University in Egypt. "Non-
degradable plastic packaging is 
causing environmental and public 
health problems in Egypt, including 
contamination of water supplies 
which particularly affects living 

conditions of the poor," explains 
Dr. Everitt. Natural biopolymer 
products made from plant materials 
are a 'green' alternative growing in 
popularity, but with competition for 
land with food crops, it is not a viable 
solution in Egypt. This new project 
aims to turn shrimp shells, which are 
a part of the country's waste problem 
into part of the solution.

Dr. Everitt said: "Use of a 
degradable biopolymer made of 
prawn shells for carrier bags would 
lead to lower carbon emissions and 
reduce food and packaging waste 
accumulating in the streets or at 
illegal dump sites. It could also 
make exports more acceptable to a 
foreign market within a 10-15-year 
time frame. All priorities at a national 
level in Egypt." The research is being 
undertaken to produce an innovative 
biopolymer nanocomposite material 

which is degradable, affordable and 
suitable for shopping bags and food 
packaging. Chitosan is a human-made 
polymer derived from the organic 
compound chitin, which is extracted 
from shrimp shells, first using acid 
(to remove the calcium carbonate 

"backbone" of the crustacean shell) 
and then alkali (to produce the long 
molecular chains which make up the 
biopolymer). 

The dried chitosan flakes can 
then be dissolved into solution and 
polymer film made by conventional 

processing techniques.
Chitosan was chosen because it is 

a promising biodegradable polymer 
already used in pharmaceutical 
packaging due to its antimicrobial, 
antibacterial and biocompatible 
properties. The second strand of 
the project is to develop an active 
polymer film that absorbs oxygen.

This future generation food 
packaging could have the ability 
to enhance food shelf life with 
high efficiency and low energy 
consumption, making a positive 
impact on food wastage in many 
countries. If successful, Dr. Everitt 
plans to approach UK packaging 
manufacturers with the product.

Additionally, the research aims 
to identify a production route by 
which these degradable biopolymer 
materials for shopping bags and food 
packaging could be manufactured.

Prawn shopping bags to possibly save the planet

Google acquires Fabric 
developer platform and

team from Twitter

Google is taking over Twitter’s mobile app 
developer platform Fabric, as well as its 

Crashlytics crash reporting system, Answers mobile 
app analytics, Digits SMS login system and FastLane 
development automation system. Twitter launched 
Fabric as a modular SDK in 2014 to allow developers to 
pick and choose different tools to improve their apps, 
and it now serves apps reaching 2.5 billion users built 
by 580,000 developers.

But as Twitter tries to get into better financial 
shape, it’s cutting non-essential divisions. By passing 
the platform off to Google, it can remove the costs of 
running Fabric without screwing over its developers 
by suddenly shutting it down. Google will continue to 
operate Fabric and its related tools, and developers 
shouldn’t have to do anything to support the transition.

Google is deeply focused on turning mobile app 
developers into paid customers by upselling them 
from free dev tools to paid tiers. It acquired LaunchKit 
in July to give developers easier ways to create App 
Store screenshots and websites for their mobile apps.

Having watched Amazon’s success with AWS, 
Google sees opportunities in selling its robust backend 
infrastructure to developers who don’t want to build 
every piece of an app’s architecture themselves.

Instagram Stories now has as many users as 
the last number announced by Snapchat, 

the app Instagram copied, and it is swiftly 
moving to monetize that massive audience. 
Along with the new 150 million daily user 
stat, Instagram announced the launch of ads 
mixed into Stories. The unclickable 5-second 
photo and 15-second video ads appear 
between different people’s stories and can 
be easily skipped. Instagram will also provide 
business accounts with analytics on the reach, 
impressions, replies and exits of their Stories.

Monetizing the feature just 5 months after 
its August launch might seem premature and 

could potentially slow its rapid growth, which 
saw it hit 100 million dailies in October thanks 
to Stories appearing atop the Instagram feed 
home screen instead of a different tab or app.

Yet Stories now has the same user count as 

Instagram’s feed did when it started showing 
ads in late 2013. It’s just that it took Instagram, 
now with 600 million monthly and 300 million 
daily users, three years to get there.

The new Story ads will eventually roll 
out globally on all interfaces, but will first 
be tested over the next few weeks with a 
group of 30 partners including Capital One, 
General Motors, Nike, and Netflix. 70 percent 
of Instagram users already follow a business, 
and one-third of the most watched Stories on 
Instagram were created by businesses, so the 
company thinks its partners can make ads that 
won’t bore people into closing the app.

Instagram stories hits 150 million
daily users, launches skippable ads

Stanford engineers, including those of 
Indian origin, have built an ultra-low-cost, 

human-powered centrifuge that separates 
blood into its individual components in only 1.5 
minutes, and may enable precise diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases such as malaria, HIV and 
tuberculosis.

Created from 20 cents of paper, twine and 
plastic, a “paperfuge” can spin at speeds of 
125,000 revolutions per minute (rpm) and 
exert centrifugal forces of 30,000 Gs.

“To the best of my knowledge, it is the 
fastest spinning object driven by human 
power,” said Manu Prakash, an assistant 
professor of bioengineering at Stanford 
University in the US.

A centrifuge is critical for detecting diseases 
such as malaria, African sleeping sickness, HIV 
and tuberculosis. This low-cost version will 
enable precise diagnosis and treatment in the 
poor, off-the-grid regions where these diseases 
are most prevalent, researchers said.

When used for disease testing, a centrifuge 
separates blood components and makes 
pathogens easier to detect. A typical centrifuge 
spins fluid samples inside an electric-powered, 
rotating drum. As the drum spins, centrifugal 
forces separate fluids by density into layers 
within a sample tube. In the case of blood, 
heavy red cells collect at the bottom of the 
tube, watery plasma floats to the top and 
parasites, like those that cause malaria, settle 
in the middle.

Inspired by spinning toys, Prakash and Saad 
Bhamla, a postdoctoral research fellow in his 
lab, explored ways to convert human energy 
into spinning forces. 

Spinning toys inspire Stanford engineers 
to create hand powered centrifuge




