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Kuwait steps up 
deportations 
of expat workers
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Labor cuts seen as era of cheap oil begins

2VIEWPOINT
Cheap oil’s 
silver lining
for the Gulf 

Staff Report

The Board of Trustees of the Indian 
Community School Kuwait have 

been dismissed by the sponsor after 
irreconcilable differences between 
the two sides erupted last week

Differences first came to light last 
month when the board was locked 
out of the school boardroom and 
the chairman was put in charge of 
forming an investigation committee 
to look into charges levelled against 
members of the board by several 
Indian community members.

The board got a brief reprieve 
when they were allowed back into 
the boardroom with the stipulation 
that they conduct an impartial 
investigation into the charges 
brought against them. However, the 
board chose to ignore the conditions 
under which they were allowed in 
and instead accused the sponsor of 
attempting to take over the school. 
This has now led to the sponsor 
getting a court order dismissing the 
entire school board.

Indian Ambassador H.E. Sunil 
Jain, who has received numerous 

petitions and complaints against the 
board and the lack of transparency 
in the functioning of the community 
school, expressed dismay at the 
recent happenings.

After the board, along with some 
members of the school’s Council of 
Elders, approached him to intervene 
on behalf of the community school, 
Ambassador Jain expressed his 
desire for an amicable solution to 
be found at the earliest. Though the 
board claims to be representing the 
community they have functioned 

Continued on Page 15

ICSK board dismissed; investigations begin
Community seeking alternative to present board

Construction company Saudi 
Binladin Group has laid off 
50,000 staff,  as pressure on 

the industry rises amid an era of cheap 
oil. The total workforce at Binladin, 
one of Saudi Arabia's biggest firms 
and among the Middle East's largest 
builders, is around 200,000, according 
to its LinkedIn page.

Saudi newspaper Al Watan, citing 
unnamed sources, reported that the 
group has terminated the contracts 

of 50,000 workers - apparently all 
foreigners - and given them permanent 
exit visa to leave the Kingdom.

The paper said the workers refused 
to leave the country without getting 
paid and some had not received wages 
for more than four months. They were 
protesting in front of the Binladin's 
offices in the country almost daily, 
the paper added. Binladin did not 
immediately reply to an email seeking 
comment on Friday.

The company has had a series of 
pay disputes with workers this year. 
In March, scores of workers gathered 
outside one of the company's office 
in Saudi Arabia to demand unpaid 
wages. Binladin built many of the 
Kingdom's flagship infrastructure 
projects including airports, roads, and 
skyscrapers.

Kuwait also plans to cut the number 
of foreign workers and laws aimed 
at reducing the number of expatriate 
workers are being contemplated. 
the ministry's efforts to regulate the 
labour market, curb the phenomenon 
of marginal labour and restore the 
demographic equilibrium of the 
country has been on for some time 
now. Kuwait, a country of 4.3 million, 
has relied on foreign labour for decades, 
particularly in the private sector. Fifty-
five percent of the population is Asian, 
and Kuwait employs 700,000 domestic 
workers alone. Eighty 80 percent of the 
350,000-strong Kuwaiti workforce has 
government jobs, where salaries tend 
to be higher. The expatriate population 
has become an issue recently amid 
rising public criticism of the country's 
economic development. Kuwait's 
wage and subsidy bill is the largest part 
of its national budget, and critics have 
accused expatriates of being a drain on 
government finances.

Continued on Page 15
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In June 2014, a barrel of Brent crude – the 
main benchmark of the international oil 
market – sold for $115. Today, less than 

two years later, the price is $45 – or even less. 
Not surprisingly, that collapse has been a 
massive shock to Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
oil sheikhdoms, which rely on oil for some 85 
percent of their revenues. And what they need 
to realize is that, unlike past price declines, this 
one will not be transitory.

This ‘new normal’ for oil reflects new 
realities: China’s economic growth – and so 
its demand for oil – is bound to be lower; the 
world’s energy efficiency will increase, not least 
because of commitments made in December 
at the Paris conference on climate change; and 
disruptive innovation is making shale oil and gas, 
along with renewable energy sources, far more 
competitive. With the return of Iran, Libya, and 
Iraq as major oil exporters, low oil prices must 
surely be both inevitable and enduring.

Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf states 
should not let this crisis go to waste. They now 
have a perfect opportunity finally to undertake 
comprehensive economic reforms. Their aim 
should be a new development model that frees 

them from dependence on hydrocarbons. The 
fiscal buffers from past oil revenues can provide 
the six countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) with short-term relief. But they must use 
that window to launch the structural reforms 
needed to achieve sustainable economic 
growth, macroeconomic stability, and the 
sound and equitable exploitation of their oil and 
gas reserves.

That means economic diversification, which 
can be achieved only by reducing the size of 
government and removing the obstacles that 
stymie the private sector, including a radical 
reform of the Kafala system, which monitors 
and regulates migrant labor, would help 
remove a major barrier to labor mobility. But 
governments must also introduce the legal and 
regulatory frameworks needed for privatization 
and public-private partnerships (PPPs). Sadly, 
only Kuwait and Dubai have so far moved to 

allow PPPs, while only Saudi Arabia intends to 
privatize airports (Jeddah and Dammam).

Privatization and PPPs in infrastructure, 
energy, health, education, transport, and 
logistics could attract massive domestic and 
foreign investment. So, too, would legislation to 
allow full ownership of enterprises by foreigners 
and the proper protection of their property 
rights – which would have the added benefit 
of encouraging expatriates to save and invest 
locally. Dubai’s free-trade zones 
are a testament to the success 
that comes with liberalization and 
the removal of barriers to foreign 
ownership and management.

Fiscal reform must also 
be a high priority. Wasteful 
government expenditures and 
subsidies account for some 8 
percent of non-oil GDP (5% of 
total GDP) in the GCC states. 
Energy subsidies – so ingrained 
in the GCC economies – distort 
consumption and production 
patterns; defeat government attempts 
at economic diversification; and increase 
vulnerability to volatile international energy 
prices. Eliminating the subsidies would not 
only stimulate investment in energy efficiency 
and solar power, but would also generate 
substantial environmental and public-health 
benefits.

Similarly, if the region’s governments were 
to introduce efficient, equitable pricing of 
public services and utilities – including water, 
electricity, and transport – they would create 
fiscal room to promote job creation with 

schemes linking education and employment. 
Instead of government spending crowding out 
the private sector, there could be development 
spending to “crowd in” the private sector.

The other imperative is to diversify govern-
ment revenue. The prevailing tax regime across 
the Gulf is not fit for purpose, has limited ability 
to influence private-sector behavior, and rules 
out counter-cyclical fiscal policy. From 2012 to 
2014, the GCC’s non-oil tax revenues averaged 
only about 1.6 percent of GDP.

As a first step, the GCC states are moving 
toward new tax regimes in early 2018, including 
a value-added tax, a corporation tax, property 
taxes, and taxes on fuel, tobacco, and alcohol. 
At 5 percent, the VAT could raise a modest 1.5-2 
percent of GDP in revenue.

But why not go further? A $0.52 carbon tax 
per liter could raise over $50 billion annually for 
Saudi Arabia, substantially reducing this year’s 
projected budget deficit of $90 billion.

As a third step, the GCC countries should 
issue debt and sukuk (Sharia-compliant bonds) 
to finance budget deficits as well as development 
projects and infrastructure investment. The 
GCC countries have low levels of government 
debt and can run moderate budget deficits 
without jeopardizing fiscal sustainability. But 
developing their financial markets would allow 
the private sector to tap the GCC’s plentiful 
financial resources invested outside the Gulf.

Finally, the GCC needs to favor greater 
exchange-rate flexibility and 
monetary independence. 
Traditionally, its governments have 
pursued expansionary policies during 
economic booms and tightened 
their belts in downturns. Pegging 
their currencies to the US dollar has 
aggravated this pro-cyclical pattern. 
While the peg gives GCC currencies 
credibility, it has prevented real 
depreciation and fails to reflect the 
deep structural changes in GCC 
members’ economic and financial 
links over the past three decades – 

particularly the shift away from the United States 
and Europe and toward China and Asia.

Instead, the GCC countries should peg their 
currencies to a basket comprising the dollar, 
the euro, the yen, and the renminbi. If the 
basket also included oil, GCC currencies could 
depreciate in line with a falling price – and rise 
if and when it recovers. The bottom line is that 
economic diversification – so long preached 
rather than implemented – is now a necessity 
for the Gulf’s oil states. As the cliché has it, 
necessity is the mother of invention. The GCC 
should embrace it.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Cheap oil’s silver lining for the Gulf 

Nasser Saidi 
Former Chief Economist of the Dubai International 
Financial Center and former vice governor of the 
Bank of Lebanon, he was the Lebanese Minister of 
the Economy and Industry. He is the author, most 
recently, of the OECD report Corporate Governance 
in the MENA Countries. 

Wasteful government 
expenditures and 
subsidies account 
for some 8 percent of 
non-oil GDP (5% of 
total GDP) in the 
GCC states.
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During most of the roughly three 
decades since climate change 
became a global concern, 

governments optimistically assumed 
that a green transition would happen 
naturally over time, as rising fossil-fuel 
prices nudged consumers toward low-
carbon alternatives. The impediment, it 
was believed, was on the production side, 
as gushing returns on oilfield investments 
spurred ever more ambitious exploration.

Today, the tables have turned. With 
oil prices languishing around $40 a 
barrel, fossil-fuel companies do not 
need governments to tell them to stop 
investing. The challenge has moved to 
the consumer side of the equation. With 
fuel prices so low, what can be done to 
change consumption patterns?

To be sure, there are some signs that 
cheaper energy could generate enough 
growth to drive oil prices back up. But 
nobody predicts a rebound strong enough 
to prompt the radical transformation 
that will be required if countries are to 
meet their emissions-reduction goals.

A 2015 OECD report shows how far 
behind countries are on their emissions 
targets – never mind their commitment 
to limit the global temperature rise to 
well below 2° Celsius. Meanwhile, oil 
majors are keen to remind us that we 
will need to burn fossil fuels for many 

more years as we gradually shift to a new 
energy economy.

So what are governments to do? There 
is near-universal agreement that no one 
will benefit from a dangerously warmer 
planet. But different countries have very 
different interests, depending on wheth-
er they are oil exporters or importers and 
how developed their economies are. Oil-
producing developing countries should 
consider whether their resources have 
an economic future, given diminishing 
scope for emissions. Countries like Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, and Iran – where oil is plen-
tiful and cheap to extract – are likely to 
stay in business for some time. Even if the 
world rapidly decarbonizes, oil consump-
tion will remain high enough for their re-
sources to be worth extracting.

But countries with less generous 
oil endowments need to implement 
economic reforms and eliminate 
subsidies. Saudi Arabia has made clear 
that it is no longer prepared to sacrifice 
market share to prop up more costly 

producers. Its decision to maintain 
output at current levels – effectively 
neutering the OPEC cartel – has already 
had a dampening effect on competing 
supplies; nearly $400 billion of fossil-fuel 
investments have been shelved.

Many governments have been forced 
to act. Russia announced a 10 percent cut 
in public spending as oil prices continued 
to slide this year. And Indonesia should 
save almost $14 billion by scrapping 
gasoline subsidies and capping support 
for diesel fuel.

On the other side of the spectrum, 
oil-importing developed countries are 
most likely efficient users of fossil fuels 
already. Their economies, having proved 
they can cope with oil at $100 a barrel or 
more, clearly do not need an infusion of 
cheap energy to thrive. It is therefore a 
good time to introduce carbon taxes, so 
that the oil windfall is not simply gobbled 
up at the gas station. These countries 
should shelve any delusions of finding 
“black gold,” enjoy the short-run benefits 

of cheap oil, and take action now to align 
infrastructure investments to changing 
technology.

Meanwhile, oil-producing developed 
countries should bank the remaining 
rents to enable capital substitution and 
ensure life after oil. This is what Norway 
has done, to significant national advan-
tage, over the past 25 years. Finally, it is 
governments of oil-importing develop-
ing countries that are likely to have the 
most urgent need for energy – and also 
the widest array of possibilities to meet 
that need. They will be looking to the 
global community for support and will 
need to take a hard look at whether the 
energy solutions on offer are modern or 
sustainable. The burden of proof must 
be on fossil-fuel-based solutions – par-
ticularly coal – to demonstrate their 
competitiveness after accounting for 
the full environmental, health, and so-
cial costs.

It can sometimes seem like there 
is never a right time to take climate 

action. When growth is strong, people 
urge governments not to derail the gravy 
train. (Never mind that there is little 
evidence to suggest that a well-signaled, 
progressive implementation of a carbon 
tax would weigh on growth.) When 
growth is weak, people ask incredulously 
how climate policy advocates could 
consider making things worse.

There is never likely to be a perfect 
moment for introducing new climate 
policies. Long-run problems require 
policies that send long-run signals. And 
these policies cannot be constantly fine-
tuned to the volatility of the moment. 
Attempting to do so only fuels further 
volatility (which is what really hurts 
growth). Now is always as good a time as 
any to take action. And we should do so 
under no illusion that the transformative 
outcome we need will be a smooth, 
incremental process. Technological 
changes whip up gales of creative 
destruction. 

There will be – must be – many 
losers. But there will also be winners, as 
new technologies create new business 
opportunities. Governments that try to 
protect the status quo will not only fail 
on climate change; they will ultimately 
impose higher social costs, even as 
they fail to capitalize on the economic 
opportunities created by reform.

Climate-change policies must be 
steady and consistent. Action must 
lubricate change, not repeatedly stop it 
in its tracks. Once investors see that the 
fossil-fuel game is over, governments 
must let the effects of the resulting 
capital reallocation play out. It will be 
bumpy. But there is no other choice. 
Trying to fine-tune an economic and 
technical adjustment path would be as 
futile as trying to control the price of 
crude oil.

The Right Time for Climate Action 

Simon Upton 
Environment Director at the OECD oil-producing developed 

countries should bank the 
remaining rents to enable 

capital substitution and ensure 
life after oil. This is what 

Norway has done, to significant 
national advantage, over the 

past 25 years. 
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SPOTLIGHT

Nearly two years after oil prices 
began their precipitous decline, 
leading global producers are 

facing the prospect of major adjustments 
that will have far-reaching economic, 
social, and political consequences. 
While such adjustments will surely be 
enormously challenging – especially for 
middle-income countries like Saudi Arabia, 
which lack the massive wealth funds 
of, say, the United Arab Emirates – they 
present these countries with an important 
opportunity to consider more productive 
ways to organize their societies.

It seems that Saudi Arabia has 
embraced this challenge. This week, it 
issued its Vision 2030 plan for ensuring 
sustainable long-term growth. The plan 
has been both hailed and criticized for 
its ambition, exemplified by the goal of 
turning the Kingdom into the world’s 
15th largest economy over the next two 
decades – an economy characterized 
by its skilled labor force, open markets, 
and good governance. One key way 
Saudi Arabia hopes to achieve that is by 
diversifying its asset portfolio, selling 
shares in the state oil giant Aramco to 
create a sovereign-wealth fund.

But Vision 2030 fails to address one 
critical issue: low labor-force participation. 

Only 41% of the working-age population 
currently is employed, compared to a 
60% average across the OECD. Those 
who do work are employed largely by 
overstaffed public agencies. This is the 
Saudi economy’s largest inefficiency, and 
addressing it will be more difficult that 
addressing any other.

The key will be not just to increase 
employment, but also to boost 
productivity. After all, unlike more 
sparsely populated Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) members, such as the 
UAE and Qatar, Saudi Arabia, with its 
population of nearly 20 million (excluding 
non-nationals), can no longer afford low 
labor productivity. Indeed, oil revenues 
now amount to only $5,500 per capita – 
far from enough to act as a sustainable 
alternative.

To succeed, Saudi Arabia will have 
to transform its incentive structure, 
so that Saudis, not migrants, fill 
newly created private-sector jobs. As 
it stands, the Kingdom’s underlying 
political settlement depends on the 
royal family’s alliances with businesses, 
which have a free hand to import labor, 

and guaranteed public-sector jobs for 
citizens. This settlement is traceable to 
the 1970s, when ambitious infrastructure 
programs turned local trading families 
into contractors, which then lobbied for 
more visas to staff up. 

As these firms evolved into mighty 
commercial and industrial companies, 
cheap foreign labor became central to 
their profitability. The GCC is now the 
only region open to global labor, ensuring 
that its businesses have the world’s 
lowest wages-to-skill ratio. As a result, 
the Kingdom’s reliance on foreigners 
has no parallel in modern economic 
history. In 2015, there were about nine 
million migrant workers in Saudi Arabia, 
constituting 60% of its labor force. The 
private sector has become a preserve 
for expatriates, who fill at least 83% of 
positions.

In few other countries would nationals 
accept such open competition by foreign 
labor. Saudi nationals do, because they 
are employed by the state at above-
market “reservation” wages. Roughly 3.4 
million Saudis currently work in public 
administration and the security forces, 

at wages 2-4 times those in the private 
sector. If the wage gap between migrant 
and Saudi public-sector wages does not 
narrow dramatically, nationals simply will 
not be employable in the private sector.

But whenever the Kingdom has 
tried to reduce public-sector hiring, 
unemployment has increased. Under the 
current incentives system, the authorities’ 
plans to privatize companies and improve 
civil-service productivity will actually 
destroy jobs occupied by Saudis.

The challenge of creating jobs for 
Saudis may seem like a problem of riches. 
Some would argue that all the Kingdom 
needs to do is to substitute Saudi for 
foreign workers in existing positions. But 
simple substitution will not do. Current 
jobs are either too skill-intensive or not 
skill-intensive enough.

Structural change will be needed to 
upgrade manual jobs. Greater reliance on 
capital and technology will also eliminate 
many menial positions. At the same time, 
many high-skill jobs, largely a product 
of massive energy and capital subsidies, 
need to be downgraded to create more 
medium-skill positions. Companies must 

not only pay sufficiently to attract Saudis 
into these positions, but also begin training 
them, in order to boost productivity.

All of this presupposes that the 
labor market will become much tighter. 
The productive solution thus requires 
a dramatic reduction in the number of 
foreign workers, so that private-sector 
wages can rise to levels commensurate 
with Saudi reservation wages. The 
alternative is to slowly become a poor 
welfare state. The Kingdom has thus 
embarked on a “Saudization” program that 
requires businesses in some sectors to hire 
nationals. So far, the private sector has 
largely resisted these policies. Managing 
the labor market by decree is difficult. 
More effective methods to ration migrant 
jobs will have to be found, requiring both 
regulatory capacities and political will. 
Already, official unemployment stands at 
11.6% – and at 32.8% for women and 29.4% 
for young people – while the rate would 
likely be much higher if discouraged workers 
were included. More than 200,000 young 
people enter the labor market annually. And 
as education levels continue to rise – nearly 
two-thirds of Saudi youth go to university – 
social pressure is set to grow as well.

The real constraint to job creation 
in Saudi Arabia is found in its particular 
political economy. With lower oil rents 
to share, the domestic social contract is 
coming under strain. Cutting support for 
either businessmen or the population will 
weaken it further.

How the ruling House of Saud will 
adjust remains uncertain. Backing the 
country’s entrepreneurs may require a rise 
in repression; backing the population will 
generate demands for democratization 
down the line. Either way, the choices 
made, whether implicit or explicit, will be 
profoundly important to the success of 
Vision 2030 and similar reform agendas.

Ishac Diwan 
An affiliate at the Belfer Center’s Middle 
East Initiative at Harvard University and 
Chaire d’Excellence Monde Arabe at Paris 
Sciences et Lettres.

Saudi Arabia’s Reform Path

World Press Freedom Day is 
celebrated across the globe on 

3 May, representing an opportunity to 
advance the fundamental principles 
of press freedom and to pay solemn 
tribute to journalists who have lost their 
lives in the line of duty. In 2016, World 
Press Freedom Day coincides with three 
important milestones:

• The 250th anniversary of the world’s 
first freedom of information law, 
covering both modern-day Sweden 
and Finland.

• The 25th anniversary of the adoption 
of the Windhoek Declaration of press 
freedom principles.

• The year 2016 is also the first year of 
the 15 year life-cycle of the new Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Against this background, the 

World Press Freedom Day in 2016 
highlights the links between press 
freedom, a culture of openness and 
the right to freedom of information, 
and sustainable development in the 
digital age. The common thread in all 
these is the role of journalism, and the 
importance of safeguarding those who 

bring this service to the public. This 
year’s WPFD will examine the questions 
from three different perspectives:

Freedom of information as a 
fundamental freedom and as a 
human right: Freedom of information 
can be generally defined as the right 
to access information held by public 
bodies. Deemed to be one of the 
fundamental civil rights supporting 
democratic processes, freedom of 
information is required in order to 
ensure that citizens can vote in an 
informed way, and that they can hold 
their governments accountable through 
public scrutiny.

A major obstacle to this freedom 
is that to gain access to information 
is overreach in governmental secrecy. 
States should be able to keep some 
information confidential for legitimate 
purposes, however, certain information 
relating to administrative and executive 
authorities, should generally be 
accessible to everyone. Hence, freedom 
of information both helps provide 
oversight over governmental bodies, 
as well as the possibility to hold them 
accountable, and this right strengthens 

the relevance of press freedom and 
independent journalism. 
Protecting press freedom from 
censorship and surveillance 
overreach: In the digital age, press 
freedom is confronted by growing 
challenges of arbitrarily blocking 
access to online information, limiting 
or punishing cyber-expression, and 
arbitrary intrusions on digital privacy. 
These developments impact on those 
who do journalism, on others who 
express themselves online, and also on 
those who receive online information 
indirectly through multi-step flows. 

The right to privacy is well-
established as a requirement for 
freedom of expression, and for the 
protection of journalists’ confidential 
sources. Where journalistic source 
protection is compromised, there may 
be cover-ups of corruption, intimidation 
and exposure of sources’ identities with 
repercussions on them. In the long 
term, this can contribute to sources of 
information running dry and to self-
censorship in society at large.
Ensuring safety for journalism online 
and offline: It is crucial that journalists 
can safely access and produce 

information both online and offline. 
Assuring the physical and psychological 
well-being of journalists including 
digital security is one of the most 
pressing issues in recent times. While 
not every blogger and social activist 
engages in journalistic activities, those 
who do so can risk harassment, threats, 
and attacks – akin to journalists working 
within traditional media. For this, 
several organizations have taken drastic 
measures to safeguard journalists. 
However, at both global and national 
levels, awareness can be further 
strengthened to protect journalists and 
punish perpetrators of attacks.  Press 
freedom and access to information 
are essential to democracy and to 
sustainable development. Sometimes 
referred to as a ‘watchdog’ of political 
and societal institutions, journalism 

is also much more: it demonstrates 
freedom of expression for society at 
large, it puts new questions on the 
development agenda, and empowers 
citizens with information. 

For all these reasons, strengthening 
the conditions for journalism is key 
to developing a culture of openness, 
access to information and fundamental 
freedoms. 

To this end, World Press Freedom 
Day 2016 seeks to advance the right to 
information, press freedom, and the 
environment for journalism to done in 
safety. It resonates with contemporary 
global issues and opportunities. 

In this way, around the world, it 
should be possible for stakeholders 
to continue to take the Day to an ever 
higher level of visibility, relevance, 
and impact.

Freedom of Press
The right to know

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT
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Women now receive almost as 
much education as men, but 

this has not translated into equal 
numbers in jobs or parliamentary 
seats, says a new study based on 
data from more than 150 countries.

 Women’s total years of education 
rose to 91 percent of men’s in 2010 
from 82 percent in 1990, according to 
the study which analyzed data from 
between 1990 and 2010. Despite 
this increase in educational levels, 
women’s employment rate was only 
70 percent that of men, up from 62 
percent in 1990. The gap was wider 
in some parts of Asia, Latin America, 
the Middle East and Africa.

“Though women have improved 

their access to employment, the 
jobs that they are getting are 
disproportionately likely to be 
lower paid, with fewer benefits, and 
with less economic security,” said 
the author of the study, Stephanie 
Seguino, professor of economics at the 
University of Vermont in the United 
States. Improvements in education 
have been important - and there are 
still some ways to go - but we really 
have to shift our focus to the barriers 
that women face in getting access 
to high quality jobs if we want to 
eradicate gender inequality,” she said.

In many countries men are preferred 
to women - especially where jobs are 
scarce - because of a stereotype that 

men are breadwinners. Also, if women 
are responsible for the care of children 
and cannot get high quality childcare, 
they find it hard to convert their 

education into a job, Seguino said.
According to the study, the 

gender gap was widest in political 
representation. Women held only 

25 percent of parliamentary seats 
worldwide in 2010, though this was an 
increase of 14 percentage points since 
1990. “Without women, governments 
are more likely to spend taxpayer 
money in ways that disproportionately 
benefit men - or at least ignore the 
extra burdens on women,” Seguino 
said in a statement.

“We need women in government 
to ensure their life conditions and 
needs are reflected in these policy and 
funding decisions.” Paid parental leave, 
affordable daycare — and potentially 
gender quotas — are needed to 
level the playing field in political 
representation and the workplace, 
Seguino said.

Education gains not translating into 
better jobs and pay for women

Popular London-based publication, New 
African, the continent’s largest-selling 

magazine, has named the Special 
Envoy on Gender at the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) Geraldine 
Joslyn Fraser-Moleketi, as ‘2016 New 
African Woman of the Year’.

Growing up under the guidance 
of her grandmother, who was an 
active trade unionist in South 
Africa, Fraser-Moleketi developed 
a keen political awareness and 
joined the struggle for freedom in 
Apartheid South Africa in the 1960s and ‘70s. 

In the 1980s, while in exile in Zimbabwe, she 
was drawn into the military structures of the 

ANC and joined its military wing the Umkhonto 
we Sizwe. She went on to serve successive 

terms in the post-Apartheid South 
African government as Minister for 
Public Service and Administration 
(1999 to 2008) and as Minister 
for Welfare and Population 
Development (1996-1999). 

Before joining AfDB, Fraser-
Molekti occupied the position of 
the Director of the United Nations 
Development Programme’s (UNDP) 
Democratic Governance Group, 

overseeing the related strategic and policy 
work of the organization in 197 countries and 
territories around the globe.

Gender equality envoy named Woman of the Year

Kenya is about to destroy its entire stockpile 
of elephant ivory. More than 100 metric 
tons of “white gold” – both illegally 

harvested (confiscated from poachers or traders) 
and naturally accruing (from natural mortality) – 
will go up in smoke this weekend. In China – where 
the majority of the world’s ivory is consumed or 
stockpiled – the recently reported price is $1,100 per 
kilogram, putting the total value of the material to be 
burned at roughly $110 million.

To most economists, the idea of destroying 
something with so much value is anathema. But 
there are good reasons for a country – even one as 
poor as Kenya – to surrender its ivory wealth to the 
flames. For starters, stockpile destruction fortifies 
the credibility of demand-reduction campaigns in 
East Asia, without which the poaching problem will 
never be solved. Demand reduction aims to weaken 
the market for the product by changing consumer 
tastes. As prices drop, so does the incentive for 
poachers to kill elephants.

When countries keep their stockpiles, however, 
they signal that they anticipate being able to sell 
ivory in the future. This undermines the credibility 
of demand-reduction efforts; if the trade is likely 
to be legalized one day, any stigma associated with 
ivory consumption will be eroded.

Proponents of a regulated, legal international 
ivory trade argue that demand-reduction efforts 
can coexist with a limited legitimate supply. But 
this line of reasoning has a dangerous weakness: It 
assumes that a legal cartel – one proposed model 
for regulating supply – would crowd out illegal 
suppliers by providing ivory to the market at a 
lower cost.  This assumption is dubious at best. The 
quantities traded through a legal mechanism would 
be insufficient to flood the market and suppress 
the price. Indeed, with legalized trade undermining 
demand-reduction efforts, the price of ivory is likely 
to remain high, ensuring that poaching continues.

Some southern African countries argue that 
they should be allowed to sell their ivory in CITES-
permitted, one-off sales to fund conservation 
efforts aimed at maintaining healthy elephant 
populations. But, aside from the low probability in 
some countries that the revenue would be directed 
to that end, it is not clear that much money would 
be made.

Under CITES regulations, governments are 
permitted to sell only to other governments. But 
what other governments are willing to pay may be 
as low as one-tenth of the illicit value. And even 
then, governments can sell only naturally accrued 
ivory, not what was confiscated from poachers or 
illicit dealers.China and the United States are in 
the process of formulating bans on domestic ivory 

trade, so it is not clear which governments would 
be interested in purchasing African stockpiles. 
Vietnam and Laos are likely candidates, but they 
are also part of the infamous “golden triangle,” 
where illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife products 
continues to thrive. The possibility of the legal ivory 
trade shifting to poorly regulated markets calls for 
a concerted international response, spearheaded 
by African governments through coalitions like 
the Elephant Protection Initiative, together with 
countries such as China.

Preserving – rather than burning – stockpiles 
is the inefficient choice. Maintaining a stockpile is 
administratively and operationally expensive – and 
often pointless. Inventory management is labor-
intensive and technologically demanding. The 
ivory also must be air-conditioned to prevent the 
tusks from cracking or becoming brittle (important 
factors for attracting higher prices). 

Given the low probability of being able to 
sell ivory in the future, the cost of storing and 
protecting it is unlikely to be recouped. Meanwhile, 
criminal syndicates need only corrupt a handful 
of local officials to make off with the goods. Then 
there are the high opportunity costs of investment 
in maintaining stockpiles. The scarce human and 
financial resources allocated toward stockpile 
management could be more efficiently directed 
toward landscape preservation efforts (which can 
become self-sustaining over time through payment 
for ecosystem services).

Finally, burning ivory worth millions of dollars 
has an undeniable symbolic impact. It sends a clear 
message: Ivory belongs to elephants and to no one 
else. And it makes clear that elephants are worth 
more alive than dead.

Indeed, elephants’ value is anything but 
symbolic. Elephants are a keystone species for 
preserving important ecosystems. And yet rampant 
poaching is destroying elephant populations across 
Africa, killing, on average, 30,000 a year.

Poaching also has a negative impact on 
communities, benefiting a few at the expense of the 
many. Recent research has shown that community 
conservancies (areas set aside for wildlife 
conservation) in northern Kenya are highly effective 
forms of landscape (and therefore elephant) 
preservation, provided the right incentives are in 
place. This is important because in countries like 
Kenya and Tanzania, the majority of wildlife exists 
outside formally protected areas.

Kenya should be commended for making a 
wise – and efficient – decision. Its neighbors, as 
well as countries farther south, should follow its 
example. Ideally, all range-state countries should 
destroy their stockpiles to overcome the regional 
collective action problem. Doing so would send an 
unmistakable signal to the global market: Ivory is 
not for sale, not now and not in the future. 

Chris Alden is Professor at the London School 
of Economics and Political Science and a senior 
researcher with the South African Institute of 
International Affairs (SAIIA). Ross Harvey is a senior 
researcher with SAIIA and a PhD student at the 
University of Cape Town’s School of Economics.

Chris Alden and Ross Harvey  

The Case for Burning Ivory
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A range of diseases — from diabetes 
to cardiovascular disease, and 

from Alzheimer’s disease to attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder — are 
linked to changes to genes in the brain. 
A new study has found that hundreds 
of those genes can be damaged by 
fructose, a sugar that is common in 
the Western diet, in a way that could 
lead to those diseases.

Although fructose is found in most 
fruits, the fiber in fruit substantially 
slows the body’s absorption of the 
sugar and moreover fruits contain 
other healthy components that 
protect the brain and body. But many 
people consume fructose in the 
form of foods sweetened with high-
fructose corn-syrup manufactured 
from corn starch, and from sweetened 
drinks, syrups, honey and desserts. 
Americans are estimated to consume 

on average more than 12 kilograms of 
high-fructose corn syrup each year. 

Life scientists at the University of 
California Los Angeles (UCLA), who 
discovered the fructose linked genetic 
changes, also found that an omega-3 
fatty acid known as docosahexaenoic 
acid, or DHA, seems to reverse 
the harmful changes produced by 
fructose. “DHA changes not just one 
or two genes; it seems to push the 
entire gene pattern back to normal, 
which is remarkable,” said Xia Yang, a 
senior author of the study.

DHA occurs naturally in the 
membranes of our brain cells, but 
not in a large enough quantity to 
help fight diseases, so it has to be 
supplemented through diet. DHA 
strengthens synapses in the brain 
and enhances learning and memory. 
It is abundant in wild salmon (but not 

in farmed salmon) and, to a lesser 
extent, in other fish and fish oil, as 
well as walnuts, flaxseed, and fruits 
and vegetables. 

The scientists tested the effects of 
fructose on rats over a period of six 
weeks. They divided the rats into three 
groups: one group drank water with 

an amount of fructose. The second 
group was given fructose water and 
a diet rich in DHA. The third received 
water without fructose and no DHA.

After the six weeks, the rats 
that had been given only fructose 
indicated severe memory impairment 
compared to rats given only water. The 

rats that had been given fructose and 
DHA, showed very similar results to 
those that only drank water — which 
strongly suggested that the DHA had 
eliminated fructose’s harmful effects.

Other tests on the rats revealed 
more major differences: The rats 
receiving a high-fructose diet 
had much higher blood glucose, 
triglycerides and insulin levels than 
the other two groups. Those results 
are significant because in humans, 
elevated glucose, triglycerides and 
insulin are linked to obesity, diabetes 
and many other diseases.

However, the scientist warned that 
although DHA appears to be quite 
beneficial, it is not a magic bullet for 
curing diseases. Additional research 
will be needed to determine the 
extent of its ability to reverse damage 
to human genes.

Fructose could trigger range of diseases by altering genes

Animals fed antibiotics
contribute to drug
resistant bacteria

Researchers are reporting that the widespread use 
of antibiotics in farm animal feed is helping drive 

the worldwide increase in antibiotic-resistant bacteria.
The research team studied large-scale swine farms 

in China and a population of pigs in the United States. 
The findings showed that multidrug-resistant bacteria 
were the norm, not the exception, on farms where 
antibiotics are used continuously in feed to promote 
growth and prevent disease in animals.

Tracking the source of antibiotic resistance is quite 
complicated because antibiotic use, which increases 
the occurrence of resistance, is widespread, and 
antibiotic resistance can spread between bacteria, 
said the study authors.

The Chinese farms in the study were close to large 
cities, so controlling antibiotic resistance in the pigs 
is important to minimize the risk to people. Pointing 
out that this is a global issue, not an isolated Chinese 
issue, the researchers added, “Multidrug resistance is 
just a plane ride away. This is why our work in China 
is definitely as relevant as in the United States.” 
Antibiotics have been used so extensively that the 
bacteria they are intended to kill have adapted to them, 
making the drugs less effective, health experts say.

A new technology to treat 
donated blood with a 

combination of UV radiation and 
vitamin B could help prevent the 
spread of malaria from blood 
transfusions, suggests a new study. 

The study, published ahead 
of World Malaria Day (Monday, 
25th April) notes that every year, 
approximately 214 million people 
worldwide are infected with acute 
malaria, the majority of whom 
are in Africa. Malaria is caused by 
the parasite Plasmodium, which is 
usually transmitted by mosquito 
but can also be transmitted 
through blood transfusions

This discovery could prove of 
particular significance to many 
parts of Africa, where malaria 
is endemic and donated blood 
is often not tested for malarial 
parasite. For instance, in Ghana, 
50 percent of blood donors carry 
the Plasmodium parasite that 
causes malaria and 14-28 percent 
of patients who receive a blood 
transfusion will later test positive 

for Plasmodium. This is particularly 
dangerous for children who have 
not developed any immunity 
or for adults with some degree 
of immunodeficiency such as 
pregnant women.

In most developed countries, 
whole donated blood, as well as 
its components, such as plasma 
and platelets, is subjected to a 
large number of safety measures. 
These include nucleic acid testing, 
blood filtration or bacterial 
culture; however, many developing 

countries do not have the resources 
to carry out such elaborate tests.

Testing for malaria is expensive 
and until now, there have been no 
technologies capable of treating 
whole blood, which is most 
commonly used in transfusions in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

In this study, researchers 
investigated the effectiveness 
and safety of a new pathogen 
reduction technology that uses UV 
light and vitamin B2 (riboflavin) to 
reduce the levels of the parasite in 

donated whole blood. The study 
follows earlier work which found 
that the technology was capable of 
inactivating Plasmodium and other 
pathogens, including HIV, hepatitis 
C, and hepatitis B virus in vitro.

The research team analyzed 
blood samples for all of the 
transfusion recipients, involved 
in the study, on the day of the 
transfusion and 1, 3, 7 and 28 days 
later. A total of 65 patients were not 
previously carrying the parasite — 
half received parasite treated blood, 
and the other half received parasite 
untreated blood. The study showed 
22 percent of patients who received 
untreated blood later tested positive 
for malaria parasite, compared to 4 
percent of patients who received 
treated blood.

The technology is currently 
in the testing phase, and the 
authors add that further studies, 
in larger population groups, and in 
particular at risk populations such 
as young children and pregnant 
mothers are now needed.

Treated donated blood prevents malaria spread by transfusions

Researchers in the US, sifting through 
data on more than 108,000 people 

over a period stretching from 2000 to 2008, 
found that those living in the greenest 
surroundings had a 12 percent lower risk of 
death than those in the least green locations. 
The study also found that those with the 
most vegetation around their homes had a 
34 percent lower rate of respiratory disease-
related death. And those living with lush 
vegetation had a 13 percent lower rate of 
cancer death than those with the least green 
surroundings.

Researchers said that they were surprised 
to observe such strong associations between 
increased exposure to greenness and lower 

death rates. However, they warned, that 
their study was not designed to prove a 
cause-and-effect relationship.

“We were even more surprised to find 
evidence that a large proportion of the benefit 
from high levels of vegetation seems to be 
connected with improved mental health,” 
they added. The researchers said that better 
mental health was observed through lower 
levels of depression. Other elements that 
may be involved in the benefits of greenery 
include more opportunities for socializing, 
more physical activity and less exposure to 
air pollution, the study authors said.

Green spaces help people live longer



8
01 - 07 May, 2016         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.com

Nestled nicely in the Alargan 
Complex on the Bida’a strip, 

this beautiful Turkish delight 
restaurant chain was originally 
an ice cream parlor in Turkey. 
Founded in 1836 by Yasar Kanbur , 
Mado has evolved into a café and 

subsequently a restaurant spanning 
out to over 300 franchises all 
around the world from the early 
90s. The menu features an extensive 
selection of desserts, salads, kebab, 
entrees, authentic boreks, pastas, 
sandwiches and pizzas.

   D I N I N G  I N  K U W A I T
For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 

http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at dining@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

FOOD

Mado

El Khedeiwy

The Avenues. Call,  22200792.

Alargan strip of restaurants, Al Bida’a. 

Popular dish: Mado Manti, little dough pockets filled with ground meat and 
topped with tangy yoghurt.

Popular dish: Tagine rice and meat with nuts

A fascinating fusion of Egyptian 
culture infused with Ottoman 

flavors, tastes, colors and textures, 
El Khedeiwy offers a vibrant dining 
atmosphere with the elegance 
of a traditional cafe experience. 
Synonymous with the 1940s-style 

parties inside Egyptian and Ottoman 
palace walls, El Khedeiwy aims to 
bring this majestic atmosphere to 
customers, complete with palatial 
decor and themed music. Dining 
in this tradition is an invigorating 
experience and a celebration of life.

C Omar

Bneid Al Gar. Call, 2257 0999.  The Gate Mall. Call, 2205 6350.

Popular dish: Rozz Moammar with Chicken. 

An ode to all things Egyptian, C 
Omar serves from authentic 

Egyptian to contemporary dishes. 
Most of these are fresh homemade 
dishes from foul o Tamia, Koshary, 
shakshouka eggs, mulukhiya and 

many more. Once at C Omar, the cozy 
traditional and old Egyptian style 
interior delivers the perfect blend 
between the past and the present 
in addition to the classical Egyptian 
music. 

Tip
s

To ensure sausages keep their 
shape, put them in cold water, 

bring to boil and then drain 
immediately and grill or fry in 

a saucepan.

To coat chicken evenly, place the 
seasonings or crumbs in a plastic 

bag, add a few pieces at a time 
and shake well.

To store fish for more than 
a day, first clean and then 

rub with salt, turmeric and 
a dash of vinegar, and then 

freeze.

Begin with a clean, dry surface 
on to which you measure the 

required flour in a heap. Mix together 
the specified yeast, salt and sugar in 
warm water. Using water at about 35° 
C will ensure the yeast reacts properly 
— not too fast nor too slow.
Dough preparation: Make a deep 
well in the middle of the flour and 
add a third of the yeast preparation to 
the center. Gently fold in flour from 
the middle of the heap taking care 
to retain the shape of the well in the 
center. Gradually add the remaining 
water until a sticky dough is formed. 
Do not worry if it feels too wet. 
Kneading makes a huge difference. 
Working your dough for 10 minutes 
will help to release the proteins in 
the flour and give you a stronger, 
stretchier end product.

Transfer the dough to an oiled 
bowl and fold it into itself a few times 
to delay the fermentation process. 
Cover with plastic cling-film and allow 
the dough to sit until it doubles in size 
in roughly 45 minutes to an hour.
Proving: Divide your dough into balls 
of roughly 200g each. Use both hands 
in a scissor motion, bringing the 
edges of your palms together to give 

a smooth top and pinched bottom to 
ensure an even rise of the dough ball.

Place, evenly spaced, on a lightly 
floured tray. Leave approximately 
three centimeters between each 
round. When they have expanded 
enough to touch each other, carefully 
remove each round with a pastry 
scraper, taking care to retain their 
shapes, and turn the smooth side 
down onto lightly floured surface.

Shaping: The best way to shape, 
especially if you are a beginner, is to use 
your fingertips and middle of fingers 
to gently stretch your round into a flat 
circle, and keep pushing the edges out 
until it reaches your desired size.
Topping and baking: Place your 
base onto a baking tray that has 
been lightly dusted with semolina or 
flour. To achieve a good, even spread 
of sauce, it is worth purchasing a 

flat-bottomed ladle. Alternatively, 
ladle as evenly as possible and spread 
with a large tablespoon to fill in the 
gaps. Next, cover with your chosen 
toppings. It is best to place the 
topping ingredients where the sauce 

is thinnest. This will reduce the final 
weight and make it easier to transfer 
into the oven in one piece. To ensure 
a great bake at home, make sure your 
oven is as hot as it can possibly get. Do 
not put your pizza in while the oven is 
still getting up to temperature.

Using up leftover pizza dough: 
Dough remnants can be rolled into 
grissini (breadsticks) or prepared as a 
plait or little dough balls. To do this, 
smear a little oil onto a baking sheet 
and space your leftover dough shapes 
about a finger width apart.

Bake in a hot oven until golden 
and crispy. Add toppings like sesame 
seeds, black pepper, or dried chili by 
brushing a little egg white over, then 
sprinkling them on top.

Preparing 
Pizza 
with 

Pizzazz
Pizza is among the most popular ready-to-eat party meals, prepared and delivered without any ‘labor’ from 
your side. However, with a little effort, and a few tips and secrets to avoid ending up with a misshapen, 

charred, mess, you can create a perfect pizza right at home bound to impress your family and friends.
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In celebration of South Africa’s 
Freedom Day, the Ambassador 

of the Republic of South Africa to 
Kuwait H.E.  Mzolisa Bona hosted a 
reception on Monday, 25 April, 2016 

at the Salwa Al Sabah Ballroom, 
Marina Hotel. The Assistant Foreign 
Minister for America Affairs H.E. Reem 
Al Khaled was the chief guest on the 

occasion.  The event was attended by 
a large gathering of members of the 
diplomatic corps, dignitaries, Kuwaiti 
officials and South African nationals. 
In an address to the attendees, the 

Ambassador asserted, “Our Freedom 
Day celebration today is an important 
occasion to reiterate South Africa’s 
commitment to the vision of a united, 

non-racial, democratic, non-sexist 
and prosperous South Africa that 
contributes to a better and safer Africa 
and a better world for all.”

Pointing out the excellent 
diplomatic shared between South 
Africa and Kuwait in fields of common 
interest, the Ambassador said, “We 
reaffirm South Africa’s commitment 
to build strong governmental, 
institutional, technical and private 
sector partnerships that will advance 
the strategic objectives of our two 
countries National Development 
Plans”. The 27 April, 1994 is 
remembered as the end of over 300 
years of colonialism, segregation and 
white minority rule in South Africa, 

and celebrates the establishment of 
a new democratic government under 

the leadership of late President Nelson 
Mandela.

LOCAL

The sweltering summer ahead is sure to take a toll on the commuters 
waiting for the KPTC and City Bus services at the Al Mughira Bin Shu’ba 

St, Salmiya (near Apollo Clinic) bus stops.
Bus shelters have not been built at these bus stops for many months, 

forcing the people to stand under the open sky. Also, where a large number 
of passengers congregate, there is no shelter to protect them from the 
sun and rain even though the place is served by a number of circular buses 
besides the usual public transport services to Kuwait City, Fahaheel, UN 
Circle, Shuwaikh etc. Therefore, the Salmiya residents have requested bus 
shelters in Al Mughira Bin Shu’ba St, Salmiya.

Bus shelters are
required in Salmiya

During the Spring Break, 25 Upper Department students 
from Years 8, 9 and 10 from The British School of 

Kuwait (BSK) embarked on a Geography and Outdoor 
Activity field trip to the Brecon Beacons National Park in 
Wales, United Kingdom.

Students were able to practise their fieldwork skills on 
the River Tarell, and collected data such as velocity, depth, 
wetted area, and more. In Abergavenny, students assessed 

the environment by conducting residential surveys, visual 
impact surveys, and questionnaires. Following two days 
of Geography work, they participated in climbing, gorge 
walking, raft building, canoeing on the river wye, and 
climbing the highest mountain in southern United Kingdom, 
Pen y Fan, with help from the Pro Active Adventure team. 
It was a wonderful experience for all of the BSK staff and 
students in the picturesque landscape of Wales.

BSK Geography students visit Wales

South African Ambassador celebrates country’s National Day
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For publication of your announcements, upcoming activities or 
local events please email us at editor@timeskuwait.com
To publish images kindly send pictures in high resolution.

05  MAY

Free yoga and meditation
Amma Kuwait, an organization 
registered with the Embassy of India, 
Kuwait will be offering free meditation 
and yoga courses on 5, 6 and 7 May at 
the American International School, 
main gym, Hawalli from 6.30am to 
11am. It includes IAM (Integrated 
Amrita Meditation Technique), a simple 
and powerful practice, a combination 
of yoga, pranayama and meditation 
created by world renowned spiritual 
leader and humanitarian Sri Mata 
Amritanandamayi Devi, affectionately 
called as ‘Amma’. IAM classes are 
conducted by trained and authorized 
monastic disciples of Amma. The 
technique is imparted in different 
modules: for age groups, organizations 
and spiritual practice. 
For more information and to register: 
Visit, https://goo.gl/U9skGb

Writing for children at DAI
Writing for Children, a program 
for 8 - 12 year olds will be held at 
the Yarmouk Cultural Centre on 
Thursdays from 3:30 – 4:30 pm. 
The program is open to all and is 
free of cost. For more information 
and registration, send your 
child’s name and age to: info@
darmuseum.org.kw.

n n n n n n n n n n

Free fitness classes

Zumba, Masala Bhangra workout, 
aerobics, toning and many more 
free classes will be held at B.FIT 
studio in Salmiya. To register: Call, 
65077062.

n n n n n n n n n n

NYF offers free yoga classes
Free yoga, breathing, meditation 
and reiki classes will be held by an 
experienced female yoga teacher 
for all age groups. Classes are 
assigned on the basis of different 
health problems, stress and other 
problems by different techniques. 
For more information: Call, 
99315825.

n n n n n n n n n n

Free drum classes
For those interested in drums, free 
drum music classes are being held 
in Salmiya for all age groups, from 
beginners to advanced, by a well-
experienced drum teacher. For 
more information: Call, 94974295.

06  MAY

Roald Dahl’s 
Matilda – The musical
The British Academy of International 
Arts (BAIA) will be holding a musical 
performance of the beloved children’s 
tale by Roald Dahl on 6 and 7 May, 
from 2:30pm to 6:30pm. The event will 
feature diverse and talented actors, and 
incorporate several artistic disciplines 
– including acting, dance, and song. For 
more information: Visit, www.baia.edu.
kw or call, 50962809.

10  MAY

American film showcase 
workshop
The U.S. Embassy will be hosting a 
film making workshop at the Yarmouk 
Cultural Center, from 10 to 14 May, 
5pm to 8pm on weekdays and 2pm 
to 8pm on weekends. Training is open 
to anyone interested, but prior film 
experience is necessary. There is no 
age limit for participation. For more 
information and to apply: Visit, https://
paskuwait.typeform.com/to/LCMxJq 

13  MAY

The Urban City Tour
Vibrant Inc. will be holding the Urban 
City tour at the Kuwait Stadium in 
Kaifan. Enjoy two hours of laughter and 
excitement with Marlon Wayans and 
Tony Woods. For more information and 
to get your tickets: Visit, eventat.com or 
vibrantinco.com or call, 65871770.

n n n n n n n n n n

Catomania at ACK
First ever cat-centric quiz night – 
K’S PATH’s ‘Catomania’ will be held 
at the Australian College of Kuwait 
(ACK) at 7pm. The event will include 
teams of five who will compete 
against each other to win fabulous 
prizes which include best team name, 
best costume and a great dinner. The 
quiz will be conducted by quizmaster 
Hassan Rawas and questions will be 
based on the subject of cats. The fee 
per head is KD 12. For more information 

and registration:  Email your team 
details (names, mobiles, and email 
addresses) to info@kspath.org  or 
call 50209600.

n n n n n n n n n n

Armenian dance show
Shakeh Dance Group of Kuwait will 
be hosting the Annual dance show 
organized by The Armenian Relief 
Society of Kuwait, at the Abdulhusein 
Abdulridha theatre, Salmiya at 7:30pm. 
The guest singer for the evening will 
be Elya Tashchyan. The entry ticket for 
adults is KD 8 and students KD 5. For 
more information and to you’re your 
tickets: Call, 99028988 or 99402424.

14  MAY

Fitness with Urvi
A fitness, health 
and beauty 
carnival titled, 
‘Fitness with Urvi’ 
will be held at the 
Salmiya Indian 
Model School, from 
4pm to 8pm. The 
carnival will include 
stalls, prizes, zumba, nutrition, 
lucky draw and more. For more 
information: Call, 55061896.

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan will soon 
be hosting the 7th edition of its 

Inter-school quiz contest, ‘KQ Matters 
2016’.  The prime objective of this 
contest is to provide a platform to 
all the budding quizzers in Kuwait to 
showcase their talent. 

The winners can grab certificates, 
trophies and fabulous cash prizes worth 
KD 500 (First Position), KD 300 (Second 
Position) and KD 200 (Third Position). 
Only one group each from grade 8 and 

9 studying in any of the participating 
Indian Schools can take part. There is 
no limit to the number of contestants 
in a group. 

For registration and more 
information: Visit www.
bhavanskuwait.com and click on the 
available link to download the form. All 
entry forms, duly filled in and signed by 
the respective school Principal, must 
be submitted to the Indian Educational 
School office on or before 7 May.

Bhavan to host KQ Matters 2016

A leading trade fair for the food and 
agricultural industry in Kuwait, 

will be held at the Kuwait International 
Fair Ground, from 24 May to 6 June. 
The main objective of this exhibition 

is sustainable development which 
can provide natural resources to the 
public. For more information: Call, 
253871009 or Email,  info@kif.net or 
visit, www.kif.net

Food and pots Ramadan expo

Head of Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) Abdulaziz 

Al-Zebin declared that Thursday, 
5 May will be an official holiday 
on the occasion of the Ascension 

of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 
According to the CSC decision, all 
official and public authorities will 
be closed on Thursday and will 
reopen on Sunday, 8 May.

May 5 declared holiday
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WE NOW UNDERTAKE FOB FOR ALL KINDS OF GARMENTS MEN/WOMEN/CHILDREN. 
(READY TO SHIP MENS-SHIRTS BULK CURRENTLY AVAILABLE)

The Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands 
to Kuwait H.E. Frans Potuyt 

hosted a reception on 27 April at his 
residence to honor the 49th Birthday 
of His Majesty Willem-Alexander, the 
King of Netherlands as well as the third 
anniversary of his ascension to the 
throne. The occasion also marks 100 
Years of successful Dutch enterprise 

in waterworks where the country’s 
expertise in water management has 
enabled development of water works 
and land reclamation projects in the 
Netherlands and worldwide. 

The gathering was attended 
by members of the Diplomatic, 
government dignitaries, prominent 
businesspeople, representatives of 
various cultural organizations and 

Dutch nationals. Director of the 
Europe Department in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Ambassador 
Waleed Ali Al-Khubaizi was the guest 
of honor.

In his address to the guests, 
Ambassador Potuvt said, “Today we 
rejoice, as we celebrate the birthday 
of our King Willem-Alexander and 
his three years on the throne. At the 

same time we celebrate together with 
our Kuwaiti friends the 10 years on 
the throne of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah.” 

He went on to stress the excellent 
relations between the Netherlands 
and Kuwait, and pointed out that in 
2015, the Netherlands was the first 
trade partner of Kuwait in Europe. 

On his part, Ambassador Al-
Khabeizi commended the “historical” 
bilateral ties with the Netherlands and 
highlighted the multitude of bilateral 
agreements which exemplify the 
partnership between both countries. 
He mentioned the recently-opened 
Visa Application Center where 7,000 
to 8,000 visas are issued monthly for 
Kuwaiti and expats.

Celebrations mark Netherlands King’s 
Birthday and country’s waterworks industry

LuLu Hypermarket, the leading 
hypermarket chain in the 

region, launched its ‘Best of South 
Africa 2016’ promotion on 28 
April, with Ambassador of South 
Africa to Kuwait H.E. Mzolisa Bona 
inaugurating the festival at the 
hypermarket’s Salmiya outlet.

A special attraction at the 
inaugural event was a large statue 
of former South African President 
and anti-apartheid icon Nelson 
Mandela. The promotion, which is 
running from 27 April – 07 May at 
all LuLu Hypermarket outlets in 
the country, is attracting a large 

crowd of shoppers eager to buy 
the best of South African food 
products.

The promotion features a 
wide range of well-known South 
African food brands, such as 
Nandos Sauce, Bakers’s Biscuit, 
Carmien and Willow Creek among 
others, at very special prices

The ‘Best of South Africa 2016’ 
promotion once again confirms 
Lulu Hypermarket’s commitment 
to presenting consumers with the 
best the world has to offer, at 
affordable prices and in an unique 
shopping environment. 

Lulu Hypermarket launches 

Best of South Africa 2016
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ONCOST Cash & Carry, the first 
and only Cash and Carry concept 

in Kuwait will be opening its 3rd 
store in Fahaheel on 4 May at 5pm. 
The inauguration will be under the 
patronage of His Excellency Sheikh 
Fawaz Khaled Al Sabah, governor of Al 
Ahmadi governorate. ONCOST Cash 
and Carry offers customers a carefully 
selected assortment of products 
popular with almost everyone in Kuwait 
as well as the experience of wholesale 
shopping in a modern environment. 

Sharing the story behind concept, 
the CEO of ONCOST, Saleh Al-Tunaib, 
said, “The ONCOST concept came into 

existence as a result of the evolving 
market and a need to expand our 
horizon and provide customers with a 
new convenient shopping experience 
under one roof.”

Speaking about the imminent 
launch of their 3rd branch in Kuwait, 
Remesh TA, Chief Operating Officer 
of ONCOST said, “The opening of this 
latest branch in Fahaheel, is a clear sign 
of our commitment to strengthening 
the Group’s activities in the country. It 
is also an attestation to the popularity 
of the brand and the wide support 
ONCOST enjoys among customers 
here.  We are grateful for this trust 
and will continue to meet and exceed 
the aspirations of shoppers looking for 

quality products at affordable prices. 
Since our inception we have been 
famous for always offering customers 
enormous value in their shopping. We 
are sure that our newest branch will 
replicate the success of the two other 
outlets in the country, and deliver to 
customers the widest selection.”

The decision made by ONCOST’s 
parent company to become pioneers of 
the Cash and Carry concept in Kuwait is 
in response to a lack of development in 
the country’s wholesale market, which 
is very well established and has always 
been highly successful. However, as Mr. 
Al Tunaib points out, the industry has 

not continued to update itself, and has 
not adapted to handle the trends and 
challenges of today’s market. “This is one 
of the reasons why we decided to enter 
the market and offer a new professional 
concept in the form of a wholesale 
shopping experience,” he explains. 
“The extent of goods and services that 
we offer under one roof is unparalleled 
in the traditional wholesale market, 
which has resulted in both HORECA 
customers and large households being 
attracted to our concept. ONCOST is 
flexible and amenable enough to adapt 
to and accommodate the needs of the 
market, and this has been our goal since 
the establishment of the company and 
the opening of our first store.” 

Commenting on the most prominent 
trends and challenges in Kuwait’s retail 
market at present, Mr Al Tunaib pointed 
out how the country differs from its 
neighbours: “In recent years, we have 
observed negative trends in nearby 
regional retail markets, some of which 
have shrunk by as much as 20 percent 
each year, but we feel that Kuwait’s 
retail market is a little more resilient 
than those of other countries. Indeed, 
our forecast for 2016 is certainly positive 
– we foresee growth in our top lines and 
from the new stores that we intend to 
open – especially since we are the only 
company offering the Cash and Carry 
model in Kuwait,” he states. 

ONCOST is continuously evolving 
and customers are provided with a new 
wholesale shopping experience with 
utmost convenience and value under 
one roof. It is a balanced combination of 
Retail and Wholesale formats that cater 
to various customer categories within 
close proximity, providing an assortment 
of items within the food and non-food 
categories used typically by households, 
hotels, institutions, restaurants and 
groceries. On the same note, ONCOST’s 
pricing policy is configured to offer 
competitive prices by the unit and 
wholesale prices by the carton, thus 
passing substantial savings especially to 
those customers making large volume 
purchases. Moreover, and unlike the 
traditional wholesale market, ONCOST 
offers the experience of wholesale 
shopping in a modern environment 
featuring highly trained staff, excellent 
cleanliness and hygiene standards. 
Professional businesses and households 
alike will be attracted to the amazing 
level of value found at the store. 

The new ONCOST store is 
conveniently located in Fahaheel, 
Industrial Area, opposite Mina Al 
Ahmadi Refinery, Block 5 Khalid Al Safih 
street-213, Building 40. Ample parking 
is available providing easy access. The 
store will be inaugurated on May 4th 
and working hours are from 6:30am to 
11:00pm. 

ONCOST to open 3rd branch in Fahaheel

Kalyan Jewellers, one of the most 
trusted and leading jewelry brands in 

the region presented their first and second 
draw winners with 100 grams of gold on 24 
April. These 18 lucky winners participated 
in the brands’ ‘Win 100 Grams of Gold 
Everyday’campaign by making a purchase 
at the brands’ outlets. 

Kalyan Jewellers organized its fourth 
draw on 28 April at its Al Rai outlet, 
and announced the names of 7 winners 
between 21 to 27 April.

The ongoing ‘Win 100 grams of Gold 
Everyday’ campaign, which is running 
from 27 March to 10 May, is the first of 

its kind in the country and has drawn 
enthusiastic response from shoppers. 
With the launch of this innovative 
promotion, Kalyan Jewellers is looking 
to further expand their already well-
established customer base in Kuwait.

During the campaign period, 
shoppers can buy gold jewelry worth 
KD50 from any Kalyan Jewellers outlet 
in Kuwait and receive a coupon to enter 
the daily lucky draw for 100 grams gold. 
Also, customers who buy diamond 
jewelry worth KD50 get two coupons 
and double their chances of winning in 
the daily raffle draw.

Kalyan Jewellers awards winners and holds
fourth-draw in their ongoing campaign

The Women’s Research & Studies 
Center (WRSC), with the ongoing 

support of the UNDP and Kuwait 
University, recently held its sixth annual 
symposium, which focused on women’s 
health in its latest edition. The two-day 
symposium was organized by Dr. Lubna 
Al-Kazi, Kuwait University professor and 
Director of WRSC, and inaugurated by Dr. 
Hussein Al-Ansari, President of Kuwait 
University.  The event brought together 
a number of local and international 
institutions and organizations, and 
addressed a number of key areas 
including common health and mental 
issues faced by women, awareness and 
prevention, and the role culture plays. 

In her opening remarks on the first 
day of the symposium, Dr. Lubna Al-Kazi 
emphasized the importance of shedding 

light on key issues affecting women’s 
physical, mental and emotional well-
being, saying: “Awareness and access 
to knowledge about women’s health is 
of utmost importance for any healthy 
society. We reached out to a number of 
local and international experts to join us 
on our mission to spread education on 
important topics affecting women both 
locally and internationally.” 

During the first day of the symposium, 
FSRI’s allied and medical health 
professionals participated in the panel 
on preventative strategies, discussing 
menopause and bone health. FSRI also 
conducted a workshop entitled ‘Early 
detection: Management of disabilities 
in children’ presented by clinicians 
from their Children’s Evaluation and 
Rehabilitation Center (CERC).

Accomplished speakers shed light on 
women’s health at KU’s Symposium

Australia Governor General Peter 
John Cosgrove and a delegation 

accompanying him arrived in Kuwait on 
Friday for a four-day visit, during which 
he would hold official talks with His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Cosgrove was received by the head 
of the mission of honor and Amiri 
Diwan Advisor, Mohammad Abdullah 
Abulhassan. The focus of the State Visit is 
on education, business and defense links 
between Australia and Kuwait. The visit 
also coincides with the 25th anniversary 
year of the liberation of Kuwait and 
recognizes Australia’s significant 
contribution. The Governor-General 

meets with the Amir; the Prime Minister, 
His Highness Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah; the First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
His Excellency Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad AlSabah; and the Speaker of the 
Parliament, His Excellency Marzouq Al-
Ghanim. 

As guests of the Australian College 
of Kuwait, the Governor-General intends 
to view education and training programs 
in the business, engineering, aviation 
and maritime sectors. The Governor-
General will also meet with members 
of the Australian community in Kuwait, 
including Australian business and military 
representatives.

Australia Governor arrives in Kuwait for State visit
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Dasman Diabetes Institute achieves
Platinum Accreditation with ACI

Dasman Diabetes Institute (DDI) recently organized an event to 
celebrate the achievement of the Platinum Accreditation by 

Accreditation Canada International. The journey with Accreditation Canada 
International (ACI) has been a developing series since its initiation in 2010. 
With hard work and commitment, DDI was able to achieve their first Gold 
Accreditation in 2013.

The event was attended by the Ambassador of Canada to Kuwait H.E. 
Martine Moreau, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, DDI, Dr. Hilal Al-Sayer, 
DDI Director-General Dr. Qais Al-Duwairi and Acting CEO and Director of 
the Accreditation Program at DDI Dr. Dalia Badawi  amongst other guests.

Receiving this accreditation will allow the Institute to continue moving 
forward to achieve a healthier environment for the country. DDI aims to 
nurture future generations by educating and leading them towards a 
healthier lifestyle.  For this, the institute aims to foster the international 
collaboration between Accreditation Canada International and Dasman 
Diabetes Institute to improve the health of the people of Kuwait, and ensure 
all the correct guidelines and criteria are met. This can be accomplished 
with the support and cooperation of reputable international organizations 
such as ACI that continue to take the Institute to even higher standards.

MEC MENA was named Media 
Agency of the Year at the Festival 

of Media awards recently in Dubai. 
The awards celebrate the very best in 
media thinking and communications 
across the Middle East.  MEC also won 

Campaign of the Year for MAGGI Diaries, 
a comprehensive content case that 
documents four housewives’ cultural 
and culinary journey as an inspiration to 
women throughout the region. Other 
wins included 3 Gold, 3 Silver and 3 

Bronze Awards, making MEC the most 
awarded media agency of the night. 

“This accolade is a testament to the 
amazing work our team in MENA delivers 
for clients,” said Mohan Nambiar, CEO of 
MEC MENA.

MEC MENA wins big at the Festival of Media

American Society of Safety 
Engineers – Kuwait (ASSE) 

organized a Beach Cleanup Drive on 
16 April at Mahboula Beach. Around 
200 people participated in the event, 
including school children from Indian 
Educational School, Jaleeb Al-Shyoukh 
and India International School, 
Mangaf, ASSE Members and their 
family members from all over Kuwait. 
The event was supported by the Kuwait 
Municipality, Ahmadi Governorate.

ASSE Kuwait Chapter President G. 
Sampath Reddy said in a speech, “Our 
goal for Cleanup Day at Mahboula 
Beach is not only to pick up every piece 
of trash we can reach, but also to 

educate the public on the responsibility 
of keeping the beaches clean and save 
our mother environment”.

The volunteers spent 2 hours 
picking up trash with the group leaders 

coordinating the trash collection. 
The ASSE – Kuwait Chapter has been 
organizing these events in Kuwait for 
several years; targeting a new beach 
every year.

ASSE organizes Beach Clean Up Drive

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan’s 
(IES) under-12 boys team 

set a historical record in the 
finals of the 4th IBA Interschool 
Mega Basketball Tournament 
held on 16 April at the Indian 
Central School, Abbassiya. 
The tournament marked the 
maiden victory of Bhavan (IES) 
in the finals of IBA Basketball 
Tournament.

The tournament, held from 
14 to 16 April was well received 
and participated by the Indian 
schools in Kuwait. The boys of 

Bhavan faced and defeated ICSK 
in their first match and DPS in 
the second. 

The final match between IES 
and United Indian School (UIS) 
on April 16 had IES lifting the IBA 
tournament trophy for the first 
time in its history. Devnarayan 
Jiju of 7D, the captain of the 
winning side, was declared ‘The 
Player of the Tournament’.

The President of the IBA 
gave away the trophies for 
the winners and the runners-
up amidst thunderous 

applause. The following players 
were awarded: Devnarayan 
Jiju, the captain, Abraham 
Philip, Varun Srinivasarao 
Budati, Surya Manoj, Adithya 
Mahesh, Aditya Gupta, Prakhar 
Bhandari, Abdulla Mohamed 
Khamis, Thomas Ben Marcos, 
Rehan Malik Shaheer, Adrian 
Vremenkulam Peter and Evan 
Joseph Pynummoottil. IES 
under 10 girls team and under 
16 boys team won the runners 
up and the fourth positions 
respectively.

IES Boys Make History in the 4th IBA 
Interschool Mega Basketball Tournament

Nine Kuwaiti men, among them two law 
enforcement officers, three Kuwaiti 

women, and a female expatriate, were arrested 
on Saturday at a beach house in the coastal region 
of Sabah Al-Ahmad on charges of drunkenness 
and lewd behavior, a press statement by the 
Ministry of Interior said.

The statement indicated that Deputy Premier 
and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah ordered that the two 
law enforcement officers, both bearing the rank 

of colonel, be subjected to punitive and legal 
measures for their unacceptable conduct.

The arrest took place following complaints 
received by police regarding the arrestees 
boisterous and disturbing behavior from 
residents of the beach area in Sabah Al-Ahmad 
coastal region, said the statement.

It stressed the notion that the Ministry of 
Interior "will not allow any of its personnel to act 
outside the boundaries of the law," in reference 
to the arrest of the two officers.

Two Kuwaiti officers, among
others, arrested for lewd conduct
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Ethiopian Airlines, the largest cargo 
operator in Africa, was voted as the 

Best Cargo Airline of the Year from Africa 
at the ‘2016 Cargo Airline of the Year’ Air 
Cargo News awards held in London. 

Air Cargo News is the world’s leading 
air cargo publication. More than 18,000 
supply chain professionals were asked 
to vote on the publication’s website for 
the airline that provided the best overall 
customer experience and for the best 
service provider in each region. 

Roger Hailey, editor of Air Cargo News 
said: “Once again the air cargo industry 
has proven that innovation and customer 
service go hand in hand with efficient and 
secure global supply chains. Ethiopian 
Airlines is a worthy winner of this award, 

as recognized by peer group professionals 
who voted in recognition of its valuable 
contribution to African air cargo.” 

“We are very pleased to win such 
a distinguished award, especially this 
year, when we are celebrating our 70th 
anniversary,” said Tewolde GebreMariam, 
Group CEO of Ethiopian Airlines. “I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank our 
cargo team for their dedication and our 
Global cargo customers for their vote of 
confidence,” he added.

Ethiopian Airlines operates cargo 
flights from its two cargo hubs: 
Addis Ababa in Ethiopia and Liege 
in Belgium and currently flies to 30 
destinations in Africa, the Middle-
East, Asia and Europe.

Ethiopian Airlines voted as 
‘Best African Cargo Airline of the Year’

Kuwait has stepped up 
deportations of expatriate 

workers this year, a newspaper in the 
Gulf emirate reported on Friday, with 
most expelled for overstaying their 
residency permits but others sent 
home for traffic offences.

In the first four months of the year, 
authorities deported 14,400 expats, 
compared with 26,600 in the whole 
of 2015, it was reported. Expatriates 
make up some 70 percent of Kuwait’s 

4.3 million population.
In April 2013, then labour minister 

Thekra Al Rashidi announced plans to 
deport around 100,000 expatriates 

each year for the next decade to 
reduce the number of foreigners living 
in the emirate by one million.

The government made a string 
of traffic offences punishable by 
deportation, including jumping red 
lights and driving without a license, a 
document difficult for many expats to 
obtain. A newspaper mentioned that 
most of the deportations were carried 
out without trial, using powers given 
to senior interior ministry officials.

Kuwait steps up deportations of expat workers

Michelin tires, exclusively 
distributed in Kuwait by 

KAICO (AlShaya and AlSagar) in its 
4 tire plus branches in Shuwaikh, 
Jahara and Ahamadi offers 

customers a KD35 cashback with the 
purchase of Michelin tires and KD 15 
cashback for buying 2 Michelin tires. 
(This offer is subject to terms and 
conditions). 

Michelin, the global premium 
brand, produces tires for all kind of 
vehicles and offers each customer 
the right performance at the right 
price to meet every need. It is also 

dedicated to finding the best for 
sports cars and SUVs. 

Michelin has a total of 68 
production units in 17 different 
countries. The group started 2016 

with the ‘Michelin D16’ tires used for 
a Peugeot 2008 and fitted more than 
3,000 tires for vehicles during the 
2016 Dakar Rally. 

The Michelin brand has been a 
great winner in many categories 
of Manufacturer awards, such as 
winning the 3rd straight FIA World 
Endurance Championship title. 

Your car needs Michelin tires to get 
everything it needs in a tire. Michelin 
labs care about sustainability so 
they reduced the rolling resistance 
of tires by 50 percent to enhance fuel 
efficiency, and they are working now 
on the 5th generation of green tires 
that aims to improve fuel economy 
by at least 2 percent. 

Michelin tires are distributed 
in Kuwait for almost 65 years, and 
recently received the ‘Best Tire 
Brand Award’. 

KAICO announces new cashback offer

Kuwaiti authorities are taking 
legal measures against 13 
people for giving private tuition 
to students in cafés.  A team 
from the manpower authority 
discovered the illegal activities 
during an inspection tour.

Eight of the people are employees 
in the public sector, four in the 

private sector and one who was not 
supposed to take up any job in Kuwait, 
Mohammad Al Dhufairi, the head of 
the team, said. 

The news triggered public concern 
about how far students and tutors 
would go to secure private lessons 
despite a ban imposed by the education 
ministry.

In 2014, the ministry stressed that 
it was against any form of private 
tuition, arguing that private lessons 
discouraged students from working 

harder to achieve good results and pass 
the grade. The ministry also highlighted 
that private tuition was a financial 
burden on families and that resources 
were being drained.

In 2014, a university lecturer warned 
that the booming of private tuition had 
grave social and economic implications.
“The problem of add-on education 
has moved up from high schools to 
universities and the phenomenon 
is increasing,” Ghazi Al Rashidi, a 
professor at the University of Kuwait, 
said. “Students now pay up to KD150 
for one hour of private tuition and 
tutors are making fortunes, raking in up 
to KD500 a day or KD15,000 a month.”

Guided by the belief that they 
cannot pass their end of the year exams 
without assistance from private tutors, 
students have been rushing to ensure 
they are included in small study groups 
if they cannot have individual tutoring. 
For parents keen on the success of their 

sons and daughters, private tuition has 
become the default option.

“This has created a new culture. 
Today, several university teachers are 
booking tables in restaurants and high-
class cafés in Kuwait City for the private 
courses. Most courses cost KD150 per 
hour, so tutors who spend six hours a 
day giving private lessons make KD900 
day in day out,” Al Rashidi said. “In 

one case, a teacher made KD1,000 
in one day of private tuition. Should 
he continue doing this, he will be a 
millionaire within two years.”

The financial onslaught is 
extremely heavy on families and the 
situation could be compounded in the 
future, he warned.

“During exam days, families have 
to put aside more than KD800  to 

finance the private courses, especially 
that the tuition is no longer limited to 
science subjects. This phenomenon 
is now turning into a general culture 
in Kuwait as parents seem helpless 
and the authorities are lapsing into 
silence,” he said.

“Private tuition is in fact a black 
market where parents and students 
are pushed in order to secure success. 
Teachers are of course taking full 
advantage of the situation, seeking to 
make easy gains in the shortest time 
possible. All this is a clear indication of 
deficiencies in the educational system 
in Kuwait,” he said.

Al Rashidi added that the social and 
economic consequences were far too 
important to be ignored and stressed 
the need “to stop this haemorrhage and 
prevent education from turning into 
a way to make easy money by selling 
the illusion of success to students and 
compromise their future.”

Private tutors arrested for breaking law
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ICSK board dismissed; investigations begin

Labor cuts seen as era of cheap oil begins

Continued from Page 1

undemocratically and were often 
violating provisions laid down in the 
school’s constitution.

According to the board, at the center of 
their dispute with the sponsor is the piece 
of land given by the Kuwaiti government 
for the construction of the community 
school.  But members of the community 
feel that with more than KD2.8 million 
in its coffers and no transparency, the 
board is running the school as its personal 
fiefdom. This, they say, is the real reason 
why the board resisted an independent 
audit which would have unearthed many 
of the serious financial violations that 
have taken place.

The sponsor has already inducted a 
five-member committee from the Indian 
community to investigate all allegations. 
The sponsor claims he has no intention to 
take over the school and on the contrary 
is only looking for good governance in the 
functioning of the school.

The dismissed board has taken to legal 
recourse and are desperately trying to 
come back. However several community 
organisations have also begun meetings 
to prop up a new board representing the 
community.

Ambassador Jain told The Times 
Kuwait that the community must come 
forward and resolve this issue in its own 
interest. The embassy will support all 
efforts undertaken by the community  

and that the best interest of the students 
and teachers should be kept in mind.

In answer to the apprehension 
expressed by some community members 
about the money in the school’s account, 
the ambassador said that the sponsor 
had assured him that he had no interest in 
the money and that all he wanted was for 
the school to be operated professionally 
and transparently. A prominent member 
of the community told The Times Kuwait 
that this is the third sponsor in the last 20 
years and it is obvious that every time a 
scandal erupts in the school the sponsor 
is blamed and changed.

The constitution of the school clearly 
defines the role of the sponsor and that 
of the board members and the council of 
elders in the functioning of the school. 
The community also believes that the 
constitution is being kept as a secret 
document, away from public perusal, as 
it would further expose wrongdoings of 
the board.

The posts on the board and council of 
elders are honorary and for a fixed term; 
however, by continuing in their posts 
beyond their tenure, the board has given 
rise to suspicion about the true intent of 
their claims of serving the community.

The Indian community has several 
capable and prominent individuals who 
are able to be inducted to run the affairs 
of the school. However the present board 
insists on retaining their posts contrary to 
the wishes of the community.

Response Events & Exhibition organized a medical day for the staff  of  State Audit Bureau at their headquarters in Shuwaikh last week. Several medical companies participated in the event, showcasing and offering their 
services to the staff which included on the spot checkups and offering medical advice.

Response Events & Exhibition conducts medical day

Continued from Page 1

Foreign labour is also a charged topic 
in part because many associate it with 
Kuwait's more than 100,000 stateless 
residents, known as the bedoon. Although 
many have lived in Kuwait for generations, 
they lack access to even basic services 
such as education and the ability to take 

on official work. Kuwait has said it expects 
to post a record $38bn annual budget 
deficit in the next financial year due to 
falling oil prices. The shortfall for the 
2016-17 year is 30 percent of the country's 
gross domestic product. Kuwait said it 
expects to post a $23bn budget deficit in 
the current fiscal year 2015-16, the first 
after 16 years of surplus.

Citigroup has dropped out of the 
group of banks providing a $1.5 bil-

lion bridge loan to Gulf-based Adeptio 
for its planned purchase of a majority 
stake in Kuwait Food Co (Americana), 
three sources aware of the matter said 
on Thursday.

The US bank failed to secure internal 
approval to participate in the deal, 
with two of the sources indicating that 
Americana’s business dealings in Iran 

had raised compliance concerns and 
was one of the reasons for the bank’s 
withdrawal. Its decision to walk away 
highlights that while sanctions related 
to Iran’s nuclear program were lifted 
in January, other financial restrictions 
imposed by the United States on the 
Islamic Republic continue to impact 
on trading with the country. Citi was 
one of the lead institutions arranging 
the 18-month loan for Adeptio, 

a group of investors who include 
Mohamed Alabbar, chairman of Emaar 
Properties. All the sources said that 
Citi’s withdrawal would not ultimately 
impact the buyer’s ability to close the 
financing as other banks would step in 
to fill the void.

Citi declined to comment. Alabbar’s 
office, in a short statement, said: “We 
are oversubscribed, multiple times.” It 
gave no other details.

Zain, the leading telecommu-
nications company in Kuwait, 

announced its Diamond sponsor-
ship of the 13th edition of the Arab 
Media Forum under the patronage 
of H.H. the Prime Minister Sheikh 

Jaber Mubarak Al Hamad Al Sabah. 
The event takes place from 1-2 May. 

The forum, sponsored by Zain 
for five consecutive years, has 
proven itself to be one of the 
region’s most prominent events 

that attend to Arab Media. The 
event brings together many 
ministers, media executives, 
journalists, academics, authors, 
actors, businessmen, and social 
f igures from all around the 
Arab world. 

Many seminars, workshops, 
and discussion panels will be held 
during the forum, one of which 
will witness the participation 
of Zain Kuwait’s Chief Executive 
Officer Eaman Al Roudhan, ex 
Minister of Telecommunications 
of the State of Qatar Hissah Al 
Jaber, along with Chairman of 
the Board and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Public Authority 
for Communications and 
Information Technology Engineer 
Salem Al Uthaina. 

Zain Diamond sponsor of the
13th Arab Media Forum

Citi said to drop out of $1.5 billion financing of Americana
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With some of the finest 
educational institutions 

offering world-class education 
in science, technology and 
engineering, the United Arab 
Emirates is fast developing into an 
important education hub in the 
region.

Underscoring the country’s 
education policy and emphasizing 
that education would give the 
nation a competitive edge, the 
UAE President His Highness 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan has called for facilitating 
quality education to the local and 
expatriate population.

Significant funds have been 
allotted towards introducing 
courses on science, technology 
and engineering. The Abu Dhabi 
Education Council (ADEC) 
is also formulating a policy 
for scholarship programs for 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
degrees with the aim to support 
human capital development.

The Office of Higher Education 
Policy and Planning in the UAE 
has projected that the number 
of students that could demand 
a place in the higher education 
system is expected to increase 
dramatically beginning in 2016. 
With a projected 50,000 students 
likely to enroll, the government is 
pulling all stops to ensure that the 
nation’s higher education system is 
on par with the best in the world. 

The UAE has a record high 
number of international branch 
campuses in the world offering 
courses in science, technology and 
engineering and has the largest 

and most diverse group of faculty 
members and students. This not 
only gives students wider choices 
but also opens the door to forming 
global networks. 

Some of the foreign institutions 
offering courses in UAE include 
the University of Wollongong in 
Dubai, which offers technology-
based bachelor’s degrees, with 
the opportunity to specialize 
in specific practical disciplines. 
Each program of this Australian 
university is designed to provide 
a comprehensive education in the 
technical and theoretical aspects 
of the subject and to prepare 
students for a professional and 
industrial environment. 

The prestigious Canadian 
University of Dubai has networked 
with top engineering research 
centers in Canada, allowing 
students to work on active 
research projects with Canadian 
academic institutions.

The India-based Manipal 
University has a center of 
excellence in the engineering areas, 
providing industry oriented quality 
education and training to students. 
The courses are structured to 
establish linkage and partnerships 
with industry. 

Close on the heels the 
Rochester Institute of Technology, 
listed in Peterson’s Competitive 
Colleges, offers some of the finest 
courses in science, technology and 
engineering among US universities 
in Dubai. All programs offered 
in Dubai are the same as those 
offered in the main New York 
campus. 

India recently signed an agreement to 
extend a possible $100 million line of 

credit to the Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) to facilitate exports to member 
countries of IDB.

The MoU was signed between the 
IDB’s private sector arm, the Islamic 
Corporation for the Development of 
the Private Sector (ICD) and the Export-
Import Bank of India (EXIM Bank), a 
specialized financial institution, wholly 
owned by the government of India to 
finance and facilitate foreign trade.

The agreement was signed by Tarun 
Sharma, regional head of EXIM Bank, and 
Khalid Al Aboudi, the CEO and general 
manager of ICD. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 
Egypt, Kuwait and Qatar are among the 
56-members of the IDB.

Typically, the recipients of EXIM 
Bank’s commercial lines of credit act as 
intermediaries and on-lend to overseas 
buyers for the import of Indian goods 
and services. Under the agreement, co-
operation will also be achieved through 
the exchange of information on trade-
related matters and the identification 
of business opportunities for Indian 
companies to pursue in ICD member 
countries. ICD’s mandate is to support 
economic development and promote 
the development of the private sector in 

its member countries through providing 
financing facilities and investments which 
are in accordance with the principles of 
Sharia, the Islamic law.

The MoU envisages cooperation to 
explore the feasibility of extending a 
commercial line of credit of $100 million 
to ICD with the aim of facilitating the 
export of goods and services from India 
to ICD’s member countries.

“Moving forward, we are very excited 
to find common ground and work with 
EXIM Bank. We acknowledge that India, 
being the seventh-largest economy in 
the world, has a lot to offer and its high-

quality exports of goods and services can 
drive the next wave of growth. I believe 
ICD’s member countries can offer vibrant 
business prospects for India’s exporters,” 
Al Aboudi said. Sharma said that, since 
its inception, EXIM Bank has been both a 
catalyst and a key player in the promotion 
of cross border trade and investment. 

“We remain committed to support 
Indian exporters to enter new markets 
in their bid to expand and we are 
convinced that our co-operation with 
ICD will serve that very purpose and will 
be mutually beneficial for both parties,” 
Sharma added.

UAE transforming into
a regional education hub

India signs draft export pact with
Islamic Development Bank arm

The Prime Minister of Turkey,  Ahmet 
Davutoglu as the guest of honor 

will inaugurate the world’s biggest 
international halal tourism conference, 
‘Developing Halal Tourism Industries’, 
scheduled to take place from 3 to 5 May 
at the Dedeman Convention Centre 
Konya, Turkey. The conference will bring 
together some of the world’s leading 
names in the travel industry.

The conference aims to shape the 
future of a sector currently worth 
$150 billion. It will feature a number of 
keynote speeches, panel discussions 
and workshops, and will also see 
new tourism campaigns and projects 
launched. 

Also, there will also be a three-day 
exhibition featuring businesses from 
across the world. Delegates from various 
destinations are expected to attend 
including tourism boards, travel agencies, 
tour operators, hotels and airlines. This 

year’s event will also highlight Hajj and 
Umrah providers, financial institutions 
and food and drink businesses.

Organizer Bilal Domah, from CM 
Media based in UK, said: “We are 
honored that the Prime Minister of 
Turkey Ahmet Davutoglu will be opening 
this ground-breaking event. We have 
one of the strongest line-ups ever seen 

for a conference of this kind and we 
are confident that this event will shape 
the future agenda of the Halal tourism 
sector.” The conference will be hosted 
alongside an exhibition that will last 
for three days with the final day opened 
to trade and the public. It will feature 
exhibitors from Turkey and the rest of 
the world.

Turkey PM to inaugurate world’s biggest
international halal tourism conference

It said that companies with weak 
balance sheets will be forced to 

offload assets and seek partners to 
support their cash position as funding 
options dry up, while companies in a 
stronger financial position will have 
the opportunity to capture reserve and 
merger synergies.

“There will be ample opportunities 
for potential buyers, and we expect to 
see a surge in assets and companies 
up for sale,” said Richard Forrest, AT 
Kearney’s global lead partner for the 
Energy Practice and co-author of the 
report.

“Despite the drop in oil prices since 
mid-2014, the low-cost Gulf producers 
remain largely profitable. However, 
continued fiscal pressure will push 
many countries and their national 
oil companies to focus on internal 
operational efficiency and economic 
diversification rather than large-scale 

international M&A. With the increased 
focus on value and job creation as well 
as diversification, new partnership 
opportunities will arise for international 
players,” added Ada Perniceni, partner, 
AT Kearney.

In 2015, oil and gas M&A activity 
was limited with only a few major deals 
dominating headlines such as Royal 
Dutch Shell’s $81.5 billion acquisition 
of BG Group. Total upstream deal value 
declined by 13 percent while oil field 
services total deal volume declined 61 
percent, the report said.

Recent price volatility has created 
sharp differences in valuation 
expectations between buyers and sellers, 
delaying M&A decisions. Companies are 
focusing on cash preservation and cost 
reductions but are quickly exhausting 
options and now have to dig deeper and 
structurally change their strategies, AT 
Kearney added.

“This year will be a pivotal one as cash 
and liquidity concerns drive a shakeout 
for those with high costs and debt, the 
report said. Operators with high debt 
holdings, especially those relying on 
reserve-based lending, could see their 
funding squeezed and credit facilities 

reduced, triggering them to shed low-
performing assets,” the report warned.

“There are limited buyers today, 
but the current situation represents 
a huge opportunity for those with 
the financial strength required,” said 
Alvin See, AT Kearney principal and co-

author of the report.
“Companies, including selected 

national oil companies (NOCs), may 
capitalise on the current climate to 
secure reserves or expand operations, 
and financial investors are busily gearing 
themselves up for deals. Any run-up in 
oil prices lasting a couple of quarters will 
likely be met with a flurry of deals.”

The report forecasts that geopolitics 
will have a major impact on M&A activity 
as fiscal austerity will limit M&A in the 
Middle East, while in China opportunistic 
oil and gas M&A will play well into Xi 
Jinping’s “One Belt, One Road” vision.

“The year ahead will require tough 
decisions and a survival mind-set for 
many non-competitive operators,” 
said Forrest. “For those willing to 
think and strategize creatively, 2016 
will be transformational for individual 
companies and the long-term future of 
the industry.”

Cheap oil to force debt-driven shakeout in energy market
Depressed oil prices will force oil and gas companies in distress to seek scarce buyers in a debt-driven shakeout, according to a new report. 
AT Kearney’s Oil and Gas M&A Outlook reveals that 2016 will be a pivotal year for all oil and gas companies as they look to complement 

their aggressive capex and cost reductions with divestitures, mergers, and acquisitions.
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These items can be creatively matched 

to suit personal tastes more easily than 
one may think.  Here are some tips to make 
these key classics for work you.
The motorcycle jacket: If you think black 
motorcycle jackets are solely for the use of 
Parisians and biker chicks, think again. They 
can look incredible in slick, head-to-toe black 
ensembles as easily as they can be paired 
with a super-cute tweed dress. They are the 
ultimate wardrobe perk-me-ups — perfect 

to toughen up something sweet and girlish, 
ideal to complement a look that is equally 
edgy. From sleek and sexy to tough and 
edgy, motorcycle jackets are multifaceted in 
many ways, and are undoubtedly fierce. 
The blue button-down: This is one piece 
that can be worn by corporate lawyers as 
easily as a street style guru—so it should 
never be overlooked. More capable of being 
casual than its white counterparts, there are 
101 ways you can wear a blue button-down. 

Tuck a crisp blue button-down into an 
ultra-high waist skirt and finish it off with a 
belt. Or go all blue with a silk pleated midi 
skirt and button-down pairing; the all-blue 
palette adds something a little extra. You 
can even attempt a fashion forward look by 
purchasing a blue button-down with a little 
embellishment around the neckline.
White sneakers: Plain white trainers have 
become a shorthand way to make any outfit 
look more understated, but they have also 
just become the norm. Tomboys will no 
doubt love them with jeans, but girly girls 
can use them to great effect with pretty 
skirts and dresses. White sneakers will 
always make a colorful, monochromatic 
suit pop. Meanwhile, to charge up your 
black-on-black ensembles, switch out your 
boots for a pair of white trainers.
Don’t be afraid of being too matchy-
matchy; a two-tone combo look feels 
fresh.  Or when in doubt, throw on a crisp 
white button-down when styling with your 
sneakers; it will pull together any look.
The breton top: Not only do these 
marinières come in varying colourways, 
fabric weights and cuts, there are 
multiple styling avenues you can try. 
Make one look completely different with 
a change of a jacket, use them for some 
alternative layering, or simply as a safe 
replacement on days where a simple 
t-shirt just doesn’t work. 

LIFESTYLE

Now Open in The Gate Mall

Baitak Tower Ph: 22496158              @atyab_alkuzama

www.atyabalkuzama.com

(Al Egaila)

If there’s one product in your makeup 
bag that can immediately brighten 

your complexion, it’s blush. In fact, most 
makeup artists will tell you that your 
face makeup isn’t complete until you’ve 
dusted a rosy glow across your cheeks. 
And then, presto change-o: What once 
was tired, sallow-looking skin is healthy 
and radiant. 

If you are sick of sweeping on a lovely 
shade of blush only to have to slide off 
your face a few hours 
later, you need to get 
some help soon. 
Whether your 
skin is naturally 
oily, dry, or just 
plain sweaty, 

getting a pretty, long-lasting glow is 
possible if you follow these easy tips.
Moisturize first: If you want to make your 
blush blend into your skin and not just sit 
atop it (thereby making it easier to simply 
slide off),  always wash and moisturize 
your face first—even if you have oily skin. 
Dry, oily, or flaky skin doesn’t absorb 
makeup as well, so keeping your skin 
healthy, exfoliated, clean, and supple 
allows makeup to blend in beautifully 
and last longer.

Use primer: In addition to evening 
out your skin tone and creating a 

smooth surface for the rest of your 
beauty products, applying a primer 
before your foundation makes all 
of your makeup last longer. This 
step is especially important in the 

summer when your skin gets extra 
slick due to all the humidity and the 

resulting sweatiness.
Apply liquid foundation 
underneath: As with the 
moisturizer, liquid foundation 

creates a dewier surface for your 
blush to blend into, making it look 

more natural and allowing your cheeks 
to retain the color better.

Layer your formulas:  Layering a 

cream or gel blush underneath a 
powder blush is an easy way to get a 
gorgeous, customized color that suits 
your skin perfectly and adds to the 
staying power of your glow. 
Instead of setting your cheek makeup 
with translucent powder, simply swap it 
out for a powder blush. Just be sure to 
use each formula sparingly—you don’t 
want to show up at work looking like 
a clown contestant. Moreover, if it is 
longevity you are after; add a cheek tint 
to your beauty regime. While powder and 
cream blush are both hardworking color-
providers, a gel-based tint temporarily 
stains your skin, moving for no one but 
your remover. 
Finish your look with setting spray: 
Seal in your look without drying out your 
skin or adding another layer of color by 
spritzing a setting spray all over your face 
after your finish applying your makeup. 
Apply it last:  Blush should always be a 
graceful transition from your eyes to your 
lips, so apply it at the end of your makeup 
routine.  If you are wearing bold lips and 
a neutral eye, you will want a blush look 
that is half way between the two on the 
intensity scale.  Going for an au natural 
look?  Only a subtle sweep of blush is 
necessary.

Tricks for 
lasting 

Blush

Many women avoid the inclusion of classic clothing items into their wardrobe 
because they feel it interferes with their creativity and ability to manufacture 
their own, unique style. However, these chic pieces have become fashion pillars 
for a reason, and as your tastes mature, it is likely you will start to rely on them 

not only for their ease of style but also for looking timeless.

Look fresh in 
brown lipstick

Brown lipstick has returned, and looking better than 
ever.  This color lipstick is bolder than a basic nude lip 

but less aggressive than a vampy oxblood lip, it is actually 
incredibly versatile. It can act as the perfect complement 
to a smoky or cat eye, yet still make a statement when 
worn with minimal makeup.

The trick to pulling off the brown lip trend is by choosing 
lipsticks with warm undertones, preferably orange- and 
red-based browns work well on all skin tones. Here are 
some tips to nail the brown lipstick look.

A rich matte brown lip: A matte brown lipstick pairs 
perfectly with a winged liner and groomed brows. To 
get the look, use an extremely pigmented, non-drying, 
medium brown matte. Once your lipstick is on, press your 
lips together to see where they overlap, and then go in with 
the lip liner.  Applying lip liner after applying lipstick makes 
lips look more natural even with the richest of colors.

A sultry taupe lipstick look: Stony taupe tones are a 
little harder for some to pull off because of their lackluster 
quality.  To avoid looking like a zombie and breathe life 
into your face, work with a bronzer, highlighter and 
defined eyes. The taupe-y brown shades are definitely 
for the fearless trendsetter, so look up some advice from 
fashionistas who rocked it effortlessly. 

A shimmery brown lipstick: It is important to remember 
that if you are going to go with such a striking color, the 
rest of the face should be played down. Stick to minimal 
makeup; a coat of mascara, maybe a swipe of black 
eyeliner on the upper lash line, or a bit of highlight on the 
cheekbones to add life back into the face. Test out a few 
different shades in order to make sure it works right with 
your complexion. Finally, make sure your lips are prepped 
and ready for lipstick application. 
If you are interested in a cohesive look, try an orange-hued 
version of this brown lipstick trend. Paired with a bronze 
smoky eye and matching cheeks, this look is a winner. 

Warm brown lipstick: Brown has so many more 
undertones and can actually read warm and sophisticated 
on lips. Look for matte formulas that have some texture 
to them rather than dry stains to keep lips looking fresh.  
A little mascara and this lipstick are all you need to look 
effortlessly cool.  Go the smoky haze route on the eyes and 
team with a dab of rosy blush.

A berry brown lipstick: A slightly glossy, red-toned brown 
is infinitely cooler, specifically a buttery, super pigmented 
brown that gives lips a hint of red satin finish. The best 
combo is a smoky eye and gloss effect that looks effortless 
but impactful at the same time. 



Here is a guide to some of the most 
extraordinary fjords of Norway.

Geirangerfjord: The 20km boat chug 
along Geirangerfjord, a Unesco World Heritage 
Site, ranks as the world’s most beautiful ferry 
journey. Long abandoned farmsteads cling to 
the fjords’ near-sheer sides and minty colored 
waterfalls twist, tumble and crash down to the 
emerald green waters below. Take the ferry from 
Geiranger and enjoy the calm as you leave this 
small, bustling port, and hop aboard at quiet 
Hellesylt.

Pulpit Rock and the Lysefjord: The imposing 
granite walls of the Lysefjord, a short distance 
from the town of Stavanger, would be many a 
visitor’s favorite Norwegian fjord even without the 
remarkable, and frankly rather terrifying, Pulpit 
Rock. One of the key postcard images of Norway, 

this remarkable vantage point is a table-like piece 
of flat rock whose sheer sides tumble vertically 
down to the fjord waters some 604m below. It 
is the kind of place where non-vertigo sufferers 
suddenly realize that they are scared of heights 
after all.

Jostedalsbreen: One of the most awe-inspiring 
sights in the fjords region is not a fjord at all. 
The Jostedalsbreen icecap, which covers 487 sq 
km and is, in places, 600m thick, is the largest 
glacier in mainland 

Europe. The ice cap has numerous icy tongues 
protruding off it which can be visited from several 
places. The approach from Fjordland is the most 
popular, but for a quieter, and more scenic view, 
head to Nigardsbreen or Bodalsbreen. The best 
way to experience the ice is to don crampons, 
rope up and crunch slowly across this milky blue 
icescape on a guided glacier walk. These are 
available from most towns close to the ice.

Naeroyfjord: While we would not describe 
Gudvangen, which sits at the head of the 
narrow Naeroyfjord, as a very appealing town, 
its setting, on the edge of glassy fjord waters 
leered over by cloud-scraping cliffs more than 
a kilometer high, is certainly worth travelling 
for. And when you do travel here make sure you 
come by boat. In certain places, with only 250m 
of water separating one cliff face from the other 
and waterfalls plummeting from the heights, you 
will not quickly forget this waterborne approach.

Snovegen: Not everything in fjord country revolves 
around submerged valleys. The Snovegen, or Snow 
Road, climbs from sea level, bending backwards 

and forwards up to a desolate and rocky 
high plateau separating the towns of 
Aurland and Laerdalsoyri before dropping 
just as precipitously back down again. 
It is a wonderful taste of Norway’s high 
country within minutes of the fjords.

Oslo-Bergen railway: While there 
are several ways to travel from the 

capital Oslo, to the west coast fjord region 
there is only one way to do it in style. The Oslo-
Bergen railway is often cited as one of the world’s 
most beautiful train journeys. After passing 
through the forests of southern Norway, the 
train climbs up onto the horizonless beauty of 
the Hardangervidda Plateau and then descends 
to Bergen and the edge of fjord country. 

Kayaking the fjords: There are lots of places 
where you can see the fjords with an otter’s 
eye view by quietly paddling a kayak along the 
waterways. But at Lustrafjord, you might not 
actually paddle with otters but you will paddle 
past a colony of seals. 

Oslofjord: This fjord might not have the searing 
cliff faces, narrow channels, glaciers and 
waterfalls of the west coast fjords, but it does 

have one calling card that no other fjord has: a 
capital city at its head! In a country of astounding 
natural beauty, Oslo demonstrates that man 

can be pretty artistic too, and many visitors 
are surprised to discover that the city is home 
to world-class museums and galleries rivaling 
anywhere else on the European art trail. 

Exploring 

Norway’s fjords
Norway’s epic landscapes rank among the most beautiful and varied in Europe, and the sheer drama of the fjords is alone worth the effort of 
coming to this remarkable country. Here, fjords of extraordinary beauty cut gashes from a jagged coastline deep into the interior, cliffs plunge 

down to barely populated shorelines, and vertiginous waterfalls drop from impossible heights. 

18
01 - 07 May, 2016         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comTRAVEL



19
The Times Kuwait         01 - 07 May, 2016
www.timeskuwait.com TECHNOLOGY

Microsoft to reduce
free storage on OneDrive 

Microsoft last week announced through 
email notification that starting 27 July, 

users of OneDrive, the company’s cloud storage 
service, will have their maximum free storage 
reduced from the current 15GB to 5GB. The 
additional 15GB free storage of images, called 
Camera Roll bonus, will also no longer be available 
after the same date.

If you have more than 5GB of stuff stored 
on OneDrive, then you need to download the 
extra material to your computer or other free 
cloud services before 27 July. Do note that for 
new accounts, the 5GB limit is already in place. 
Customers who require more storage can 
purchase 50GB of storage for $1.99 per month

Last year there was quite a commotion, 
when Microsoft came up with similar plans, but 
following a big backlash from users the company 
backtracked to some extent. It allowed users to 
keep their 15GB + 15GB free allotment if they went 
to a special page and clicked on a big blue “Keep 
your free storage” button by 31 January, 2016.

Microsoft made an apology for the 
inconvenience especially for the cloud storage free 
accounts and non-paid services as they will be the 
ones affected with the changes. The company said 
that the free space reduction was necessary for 
the sustainability of the software operated. 

Four coalitions representing 
Apple, Microsoft, Google, 

Amazon, and other major tech 
companies have published an open 
letter expressing their concerns 
over a controversial US bill that 
would require smartphone makers 
to decrypt data on demand. The 
bill has also been met with strong 
resistance from civil liberties 
groups like the ACLU and Electronic 
Frontier Foundation, as well as 
Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR), who 
has said he will filibuster it.

The letter, addressed to the 
bill’s sponsors, Senators Richard 
Burr (R-NC) and Dianne Feinstein 
(D-CA), says: “Any mandatory 

decryption requirement, such as 
that included in the discussion draft 
of the bill that you authored, will 
lead to unintended consequences.” 
“The effect of such a requirement 

will force companies to prioritize 
government access over other 
considerations, including digital 
security.” The groups go on to 
note that adhering to the bill’s 

requirements would make any 
products or services vulnerable 
to exploitation by “bad actors,” 
and that it could have major ripple 
effects. 

But the bill’s backers have 
sought to dispel concerns over 
privacy and security, arguing that it 
is critical to law enforcement. “No 
entity or individual is above the 
law,” Feinstein said in a statement 
last week. 

“The bill we have drafted would 
simply provide that, if a court of law 
issues an order to render technical 
assistance or provide decrypted 
data, the company or individual 
would be required to do so.”

Tech giants express ‘deep concern’
over encryption bill in US Congress

Viber rolls out 
end-to-end encryption

Viber, the online messaging and call service 
provider, which was acquired by Japanese 

company Rakuten in 2014, has announced that 
it is rolling out end-to-end encryption for all 
conversations on its platform. 

More than 700 million people can now 
communicate securely across the Viber platform, 
including in one-on-one messages, group 
conversations and calls. The encryption works on 
Viber’s desktop, mobile, and tablet versions. The 
update is being rolled out globally over the next two 
weeks, and users will know they are communicating 
securely when they see a grey padlock.

In addition to default encryption, users are also 
being assigned individual cryptography keys that 
are associated with their devices. To benefit from 
this extra layer of security, users can manually 
authenticate contacts, which will be denoted by a 
green padlock. A red padlock indicates a problem 
with authentication and could mean that a ‘man-
in-the-middle’ attack is taking place. The update 
also allows users to hide their chats from their 
main screen.

Viber’s amplified security follows a similar 
move by WhatsApp earlier this month, as well 
as more general interest around encrypted 
communications after the FBI ordered Apple 
to subvert its own iPhone security. These 
measures should make users more secure and 
comfortable using the platforms, but that does 
not mean messages will always be completely 
private. As Apple’s most recent case with the FBI 
demonstrated, vulnerabilities and hacks exist, 
and often times, are stockpiled for when law 
enforcement need access to a device.

In a bid to acknowledge and appreciate the 
work of third-party app developers, Google 

is to announce its ‘Google Play Awards’ at the 
company’s I/O Conference in May.

According to Google, the program will 
feature five nominees across 
10 categories, and the first 
group of nominees are 
now showcased in a special 
collection on Google Play, 
the company’s online store. 
The final award-winning 
apps will be chosen by a 
panel of experts at Google, and will be rated 
on a number of factors, including app quality 
and innovation. In addition, the apps will need 
to have either launched or had a major update 
over the last 12 months, in order to qualify. 

Google is also using the awards to 
promote the fact that its platform is also 
home to innovative technology and startups 
and hence the presence of such categories 
as, ‘Standout Startup’, ‘Early Adopter’ 

and ‘Most Innovative’. 
Other categories include 
‘Standout Indie’, ‘Best 
Families App’ and ‘Go 
Global’, which focuses on 
apps that appeal across 
cultures and regions. Of 
course, there are still two 

main categories that all developers will vie 
for: ‘Best App’ and ‘Best Game’.

Google also notes that its Google Play 
storefront reached more than 1 billion Android 
users across 190 countries over the past year.

Opera, the free web browser, 
is making VPN available to 

everyone for free. VPNs, or virtual 
private networks, add an extra 
level of security for Web surfers. 
Companies usually use them to 
provide secure communications 
for employees remotely accessing 
office systems, and consumers use 
them to block unwanted snooping 
on their online activity.

“Now, you do not have to 
download VPN extensions or pay 
for VPN subscriptions to access 
blocked websites and to shield your 
browsing when on public WiFi,” said 
Krystian Kolondra, Opera’s senior 
vice president of engineering and 
new products. “Until now, most 
VPN services and proxy servers have 

been limited and based on a paid 
subscription,” he added. “With a 

free, unlimited, native VPN that just 
works out of the box and doesn’t 

require any subscription, Opera 
wants to make VPNs available to 
everyone.” Opera’s VPN contains 
a number of features found in 
commercial-grade VPNs:
Hiding an IP address: Opera will 
replace a user’s IP address with a 
virtual IP address. That makes it 
harder for sites to track a user.
Unblocking firewalls and 
websites: If a user needs to access 
a website blocked by a firewall 
or entity like a school, country or 
company, the VPN allows the user 
to do so. 
Protecting sessions at public 
WiFi hotspots: Public WiFi spots 
are popular targets of hackers 
sniffing for data. A VPN can thwart 
those snoops.

Free VPN on latest Opera browser

Google to announce first-ever Google Play Awards




