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President Barack Obama of the United States 
of America is slated to arrive in Havana 

on 20 March at the start of an official three-
day visit to Cuba. When he sets foot on Cuban 
soil it will be only the second time in history 
that an erstwhile US President has visited the 
archipelago; the first was by President Calvin 
Coolidge in January of 1928. 

The fact that it took an American president 
more than 88 years to travel the 140km across 
the Florida Straits to Cuba, speaks volumes 
about the testy relations that have marked 
ties between the two countries, for much of 
their modern history. The impending visit by 
President Obama will also be the first time 

Continued on Page 12

President Barack 
Obama to visit Cuba
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Kuwait’s government plans 
legislation that will let 
the private sector manage 

commercial ports and the country’s 
international airport, with the 
government retaining its ownership of 
the assets, said Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Yousef Al-Ali.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
Kuwait Investment Forum held last 
week in Kuwait, Al-Ali said there is an 
urgent need “to revitalize the ports, 
whether sea or air, for commercial 
business. 

We need to develop the 
management and transfer it to 
the private sector.” Like other Gulf 

countries, Kuwait is under heavy 
pressure to cut costs and improve 
the efficiency of its economy as 
low oil prices cause it to run a state 

budget deficit. Kuwait’s existing 
law only allows for the transfer 
of ownership in state assets. 
Although Kuwait has discussed 

outright privatization, it has run into 
political and technical obstacles, so 
officials are now talking of simply 
transferring management. 

The minister did not specify when 
the new legislation would be passed. 
If the law is amended, it will provide 
Kuwaiti companies such as logistics 
giant Agility, KGL Logistics and 
Jazeera Airways opportunities to get 
involved, said Mustafa Behbehani, 
chairman of the local firm, Kuwaiti 
Gulf Group for Administration and 
Economic Consulting.

“They have the experience to 
manage the airport and the ports 
and they operate abroad — Agility 
has international operations, and 
KGL and Jazeera do as well,” he said.

Foreign Ministers from the 
Arab League’s 22 member-

nations, gathered at the 
organization’s headquarters in 
Cairo elected veteran Egyptian 
diplomat and the country’s 
former ambassador to the United 
Nations, Ahmed Aboul Gheit as 
the new Secretary-General.

Voting for the League’s new 
secretary-general came amidst 

a critical time in the region with 
internal divisions having weakened 
the organization since the 2011 
Arab Spring uprisings, which saw 
many longtime autocratic rulers 
being overthrown. The region is 
also beset with several ongoing 
conflicts, including in Syria, 
where a devastating civil war has 
been raging for over five years. 
In Yemen, the regional proxy war 

between Saudi Arabia and Iran is 
playing out in full ferocity, Libya 

remains embroiled in factional 
wars between various parties 
and the battle against the Islamic 
State is being waged across battle-
fronts in several Arab countries.

In a clear sign of divisions 
within the pan-Arab body, Qatar 
voiced reservations over Abul 
Gheit’s candidacy due to his 
“hostile positions” towards Doha 

Continued on Page 5
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The newly-established ‘Kuwait 
National Fund for SMEs 

Developments’, known as the National 
Fund, can provide effective solutions to 
great challenges the Kuwaiti economy 
has been facing, the fund’s executive 
said last Thursday.

“The National Fund five Years Plan 
calls for more than 1,200 projects .. 
and creating almost 2,000 new jobs, as 
well as training above 7,000 Kuwaitis 
in the entrepreneurship programs. In 
our year one of operations, we expect 
to reach projects numbers that match 
those of the Industrial bank of Kuwait,” 
Meshari Al-Mahmoud, Executive 
Director for the Technical Affairs at the 
National Fund, said.

“The Kuwaiti economy has been 
suffering in the wake of the low 

crude prices, and accordingly the 
unemployment rate among youth has 
been increasing drastically year on 
year,” Al-Mahmoud pointed out.

The official is currently in Tokyo, 
where he attended the Kuwaiti-
Japanese Businessmen’s Committee 
on the previous day. Recently, the 
first wave of entrepreneurs has been 
funded, and almost a 100 new job 
opportunity for Kuwaitis will be 
created by the end of this financial 
year, according to Al-Mahmoud.

The total investment of the 
National Fund during its 5 Years Plan 
in those small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) project is expected 
to be KD 300 million.

Under the plan, the state-run fund 
offers to all Kuwaitis who are above 

21 years old, the chance of becoming 
entrepreneurs, through training 
and funding them with the required 
financing, besides providing them with 
the land if needed, as well as works 
closely with them until their project 
becomes a sustainable company. 
“Moreover, if the entrepreneur is a 
government employee, he or she 
would have the option to take up to 
three years’ business-sabbatical with 
paid salary. This way, the entrepreneur 
has all the support needed, and the 
risk he/she is facing is being reduced 
significantly,” Al-Mahmoud explained 
about the scheme.

The financing would be a maximum 
of 80 percent of the KD 500,000 
capital of the project, with grace 
period and long tenure for repayment. 

The projects that the National Fund 
has funded and those currently under 
evaluation are mainly in the areas of 
light industries, recycling, fishfarming, 
Information and communications 
technology (ICT), and Food and 
Beverage. 

Meanwhile, during the Kuwaiti-
Japanese Committee meeting, Al-
Mahmoud highlighted that the fund 
would welcome a discussion with the 
Japanese party to join in supporting the 
SMEs in Kuwait through technology 
transfer as well as training in the areas 
of ICT and light industries.

He also invited the Japanese 
investors to discuss the opportunities 
in details in the near future. The 
National Fund was established in 
2013 with a total capital of KD 2 

billion as part of the government’s 
effort to support the youth, combat 
unemployment, and enable the private 
sector to drive economic growth.

Kuwait National Fund provides solutions to great economic challenges

Indonesian Ambassador holds farewell reception
Indonesian Ambassador to Kuwait 

H.E. Tatang Razak and Mrs. Marita 
Razak held a farewell reception in 
honor of the Ambassadors of Cambo-
dia, Pakistan and Albania at the Mawal 
Lebanon Restaurant in Al Bastaki 
Hotel, last week. Ambassador Razak 
praised their efforts and contributions 
to the diplomatic fraternity. After a 

very successful tenure, Ambassador of 
Albania to Kuwait H.E. Kujtim Morina 
and Ambassador of Pakistan to Kuwait 
H.E. Mohammed Aslam Khan will re-
turn to their home countries before 
their next assignment while Ambassa-
dor of Cambodia to Kuwait H.E. Sman 
Manan will move to Egypt for his new 
assignment.H.E. Kujtim Morina H.E. Mohammed Aslam Khan H.E. Sman Manan
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OBITUARY

BRIAN REGO
(9 April, 1978 – 8 March, 2016)

We regret to announce the sad and sudden 
demise of  Brian Rego on 8 March, 2016.

He has been working for Global Investment House for 
many years and was a very friendly and loving person.

He leaves behind his wife, 
very close relatives and dear friends.

He will be missed a lot by all who knew and loved him.

We pray that his soul Rest In Peace

DEAN & DELUCA, Kuwait’s gourmet café 
and retail destination, is celebrating 

the spring season with KidZania Kuwait. The 
celebrations will be hosted at the DEAN & 
DELUCA café at 2nd Avenue, The Avenues on 
March 11, 12, 18, and 19.

During this event, children will enjoy a 
variety of fun-filled activities, from face painting 
and creating handicrafts of little figurines to 
decorating their own egg-shaped cookie.

DEAN & DELUCA’s new ‘Splendors of 
Spring’ collection presents a range of treats 
to celebrate the season. In store for a limited 
time, an exhibition of an assortment of 
tantalizing products including chocolate 
novelties, customizable chocolate eggs that 
can be filled with sweet treats and more.

DEAN & DELUCA’s Splendors of Spring 
event is guaranteed to provide a memorable 
experience for children. 

DEAN & DELUCA celebrates 
the Splendors of Spring

The Embassy of Japan in Kuwait 
organized a meet and greet 

session in cooperation with Plamo 
Con, Kuwait’s first official home of 
Japanese animation enthusiasts, and 
National Council for Culture, Arts & 

Letters (NCCAL) on 6 March at the 
Kuwait National Library. 

The session featured famous 
Japanese artist Suda Masami, the 
animator of ‘Fist of North star’ and 
the famous Lebanese voice actor 

Jihad Al-Atrash, the voice actor of the 
popular ‘Duke Fleed from Grendizer’. 

Nearly 50 special guests attended 
to interact with these two famous 
personalities as they discussed their 
career.

Japanese Garden honors 
Kuwait's support to rehabilitation

On 11 March, 2011, Japan faced one of the most devastating earthquakes 
in its history, after which Japan received generous donations from all 

over the world, including Kuwait that helped fund the rehabilitation of 
devastated areas. The Kuwait-Fukushima Friendship Memorial Japanese 
Garden was constructed to express Japan’s gratitude to Kuwait. 

The memorial Japanese Garden consists of 8 different exhibits such as 
‘Kudzu (Japanese arrowroot) Tunnel’, made of bamboo and Kudzu, ‘Living 
Desert’ which represents the nature of an oasis in a Kuwait desert, and 
‘Monumental Stone of Samegawa’, a monument commemorating the 
friendship with Kuwait. 

Embassy of Japan organizes meet with popular artists

The International Women’s 
Group- Kuwait (IWG) held its 

monthly meeting at the Radisson 
Blu Hotel celebrating International 
Women’s Day.

The speaker Shamael Al-Sharikh, 
a team leader in the Stakeholder 

Management Department at Kuwait 
Petroleum International, gave an 
informative talk on the role of 
contemporar y Kuwaiti women. 

A festive air was created by 
the presence of purple balloons 
signifying the color of International 

Women’s Day and blue balloons 
representing IWG-Kuwait. Ladies 
were treated to Daskalides 
chocolates. After a celebratory 
brunch, the balloons were released 
in the open air in celebration of 
women around the world.

IWG celebrates International Women’s Day
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Nikita Ferrao
Staff Writer

True to their tagline, ‘Solutions 
are unlimited’, Relax Solutions 
is a Kuwait-based company 

that offers solutions locally and 
across borders. They deliver a host of 
services in a wide range of industries 
in the most efficient manner, 
resulting in truly satisfied customers. 
They make it convenient and hassle-
free for clients to find solutions in 
various fields, including in the real-
estate, human resource, travel and 
hospitality industries among others. 

Recently, the CEO of Relax 
Solutions Mr. Habib Koya sat down 
with The Times Kuwait to talk about 
the genesis of his company, its 
operations and success over the years.

Can you brief us about Relax 
Solutions?

Basically we are a service providing 
company that helps solve problems 
for people. We believe that solutions 
are unlimited; under one umbrella 
we are into several fields, including 
medical tourism, tourism, real estate, 
interior design and constructions, 
business setups and much more. 
Our major business is real estate, the 
second being medical tourism.

Relax Solutions believes in quality, 
and quality is something we never 
compromise on.

Tell us more about your clientele 
and the company’s operations

Essentially we provide all forms of 
services. Our main motto is to make 
customers’ lives  easy. Take for instance 
a Kuwaiti who wishes to visit India. In 
order to do so, he has to undergo a 
certain amount of procedures. This 
is where Relax Solutions step in. We 
get an authorization letter from 
him, visit the embassy and complete 

all required procedures. Thanks to 
technology, today’s Indian Embassy, 
unlike before, is far more advanced 
and easy to access. 

We also have a very mixed client 
list. For instance, we have clients 
interested in real estate. An NRI 
might plan a short vacation but 
does not have the time to search 
for and identify viable or feasible 
accommodation. We give them 
the locations and they make the 
decisions. We basically help them 
organize their schedule. 

Similarly, for those travelling 
for medical reasons, we help fix 
appointments and also have the 
facility where we collect the report 
and deliver to them. If a client is 
interested in buying property, our 
legal department back in India will 
help guide them in investing and 
purchasing. We basically synchronize 
the time spent by our clients in 
India. In addition, we assist Kuwaiti 
individuals who are looking to run 
their own businesses to start the 
enterprise from scratch and help in 
operating them successfully.

Please expand on the medical 
tourism aspect of your business

Medical tourism is a huge 
opportunity in the Gulf region. Today, 
there are many Arabs who visit India 
to avail of medical treatment and 
checkups. Once they land, they either 
get ripped off by local taxi drivers or 
guides who promise them a good time. 
Our responsibility is to take the client 
to and back from the Kuwait airport. 
For our clients, we first study the case 
and then transfer the file to our branch 
in India, where I have two partners 
who take care of the business. Our 
branch in India is connected to medical 
companies which will then help take 
care of the case. 

This is a huge opportunity for us. 

Along with this, we also have our own 
IT department and we are also doing 
a lot of work for the Ministry. We 
have a tie up with many companies 
in India and overseas. Sometimes 
you have a requirement but do not 
know whom to approach. We help 
put you on the right track. For this, 
we have a nominal charge. We have 
a transparent business and do not 
indulge in any form of brokerage. We 
help clients deal directly with the 
companies. 

What is the story behind the 
success of Relax Solutions?

A lot of people were involved in 
making this venture the success it is 
today and I would like to convey my 
wholehearted thanks to all those 
people, especially those who reposed 
their trust and confidence in me when 
I set out to form this business. In 
particular, I would like to express my 
gratitude to Mr. Hussein Behbehani, 
vice-president of Morad Yousuf 
Behbehani Group, and to Mr. Hari 
Menon, commercial director of the 
Group, for their mentoring, unstinted 
support and complete faith they had 
in my abilities, as well as for providing 
me with a platform to reach up and 
establish myself. 

There are many others behind my 
success, to name just a few, the COO 
of the company, Mr. Abdul Rahman 
has been by my side much before 
Relax Solutions was officially a firm. 
We decided to form the company 
because of our mutual interest in 
social work; even the term ‘brother’ 
fails to encompass the role that he 
plays in my life and in the growth and 
progress of our establishment.

Once the dream of Relax Solutions 
materialized and became a reality, 
we were joined by our Creative Head 
and Communications Manager, Ms. 
Nasbeen Basheer. 

She has been with us from day 
one and thanks to her the company 
has now reached millions of 
people around the world through 
her constant marketing and 
communications on the internet and 
on all social media platforms.

The fourth member to come on 
board was our Business Director Mr. 
Mohammed Rafiq whose visions, 
experience and sheer commitment 
has been one of our many assets. He 
now directs all the developments 
in our business and, along with the 
rest of our members, adds steadiness 
to the backbone of Relax Solutions. 
The listing of our core Relax family 
members would be incomplete 
without mentioning Mr. Abdul Munzir 
who recently joined our team as the 
office manager and presently plays 
an indispensible part in taking care of 

all aspects of our Kuwait Office in our 
absence.

The Relax family has grown much 
wider since we first set up our office 
here in Kuwait; we have crossed 
borders, with Mr. Ismail and Mr. 
Karim handling our firms in India and 
with more members operating from 
our offices in UAE, Qatar, Oman and 
Bahrain. 

What are your future plans for the 
company?

Five years down the line, I would 
like to see Relax Solutions as one of 
the most promising service providers 
in the GCC. I wish to exceed the 
expectation and satisfaction levels 
of our customers. Achieving the 
satisfaction level is what any company 
can do, but exceeding it is a job only a 
few succeed in.

Relax Solutions
More than just a service provider

Continued from Page 1

and, at one stage, the Saudi 
delegation walked out of the 
conference, in protest against 
comments by the Iraqi foreign 
minister praising Hashd Shaabi 
and Hezbollah, and saying those 
who call them terrorists are the 

terrorists. Earlier, the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries had 
branded the Lebanese organization 
Hezbollah as a terrorist group.

Nevertheless, in the end, the 
gathering reached agreement on many 
topics of mutual interest. Voicing, 
this consensus, the Deputy Foreign-
Minister of Kuwait, Khaled Al-Jarallah, 

lauded the “positive” meetings of Arab 
foreign ministers and the “consensus” 
during the meetings. He noted the 
foreign-ministers discussed the 
situations in Syria, Iraq and Lebanon, as 
well as renewed their support for the 
constitutional legitimacy in Yemen. 
The meeting also raised concerns over 
Turkish incursions into Iraqi territories 

and Iranian interference in Arab 
countries’ interior affairs.

On the assignment of Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit as the League’s Secretary 
General, Al-Jarallah expressed “total 
satisfaction” towards the decision, 
and wished Aboul Gheit good luck 
and success in his mission. The new 
Secretary-General Abul Gheit would 

serve a five-year term effective July 1 
as secretary-general. Cairo proposed 
Abul Gheit, 73, for the post after the 
incumbent, Nabil Al Arabi, another 
Egyptian, declined a second five-year 
term as secretary-general. Abul Gheit 
will be the eighth secretary-general of 
the Arab League since it was founded 
in 1945.

Arab League appoints new Secretary-General
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17  March

Taste of Q8 Food Festival
A consumer food festival, featuring TV 
celebrity chefs performing live cooking 
demonstrations, 50 restaurants, 
gourmet food and cookware shopping, 
live music, Kids Zone, and Farmers 
Market, will be held at Marina 
Crescent, from 17 to 19 March. For more 
information: Visit, Q8FoodFestival.com 
or TheTasteofQ8.com, or call 99911498.

18  March

KNES Talent Show 2016
 Kuwait National English School 
will be holding a talent show at its 
premises from 4pm to 8pm. The 
entry fee is KD1 and KD3 for solo 
performance and KD5 for group 
performance. Then winning prize 
is not yet disclosed. For more 
information: Call 99930820.

19  March

PAWS Bazaar
TIES, along with Second Chance, will 
be hosting a fundraiser bazaar titled 
Paws (Protecting Animal Welfare 
Society). The event will be held at the 
TIES center from 4pm to 8pm and will 
include a short presentation about 
PAWS along with a display of vintage 
and hand-made goods, animal crafts 
and animal face paintings, raffle 
of designer jewelry, cakes to taste 
and buy, animals to pet and adopt, 
play area for children and a bouncy 
castle. For more information: Visit, 
www.tiescenter.net, or email info@
tiescenter.net or call 25231015. 

n n n n n n n n n n

Beauty and the Beast
A full scale dance show titled 
Beauty and the Beast will be 
organized by the British Academy 
of International Arts (BAIA), at The 
English School (TES) from 2:30pm 
to 6:00pm. The show will include 
several dance styles, performed by 

For publication of your announcements, upcoming activities or 
local events please email us at editor@timeskuwait.com
To publish images kindly send pictures in high resolution.

Writing for children at DAI
Writing for Children, a program 
for 8 - 12 year olds will be held at 
the Yarmouk Cultural Centre on 
Thursdays from 3:30 – 4:30 pm. The 
program is open to all and is free 
of cost. For more information and 
registration, send your child’s name 
and age to: info@darmuseum.org.kw

n n n n n n n n n n

IFRA free coaching class
Indian Football Referee Association 
has recently started free refresher/
coaching classes for current referees, 
new recruits and those aspiring to 
be referees.The classes will be held 
in Salmiya (Don Bosco School), every 
Friday from 9am to 12pm. Those 
interested: Call, 99519439.

Pilaterday
Visit FSRI every Saturday throughout 
February from 9.45am to 11.15am for 
pilates practice. Promote the benefits 
of exercise for breast cancer and help 
raise funds for cancer care at Al-Sidra 
Association. Bring your mat, a towel and a 
donation of no less than KD5, along with 
a friend to BBS Alumni Club in Jabriya.

n n n n n n n n n n

NYF offers free yoga classes
 Free yoga, breathing, meditation 
and reiki classes will be held by an 
experienced female yoga teacher for 
all age groups. Classes are assigned 
on the basis of different health 
problems, stress and other problems 
by different techniques. For more 
information: Call, 99315825.

students aged 6 to 16. Tickets may 
be purchased at the BAIA office. 
For more information: Contact, 
info@baia.edu.kw. 

n n n n n n n n n n

Stars Daycare to host 
free open house day

A free open house day will be 
hosted by STARS DAYCARE at 
its location near 5th ring road, 
opposite telephone exchange, 
Amman street, Salmiya from 
10am to 12pm. The event provides 
an opportunity for parents to 
explore the premises while also 
offering fun filled games for 
children. Discounts will also be 
offered for on spot admissions. 
For more information: Call 
25625511/98096391.

Qout Market
An artisanal farmers market, 
titled Qout market will be held at 
Pearl Marzouq Complex, Salmiya 
from 9am to 5pm. This market 
combines local farm produce, food 
products and crafts with a street 
food section aiming to highlight 
the culinary diversity of local food 
community. For more information: 
Visit, www.qoutmarket.com

Turkey is now opening the 
door of its universities for 

international students from around 
the world with the help of ‘Türkiye 
Scholarships’, the application of 
which are available online and with 
no cost. Any appplications sent by 
hand or post will not be accepted.

This scholarship is non-
refundable and is only offered to 
international students who wish 
to apply for higher education. 
The aim is to improve mutual 
understanding with other countries 
and to contribute to the richness of 
global information with a people-
oriented approach. Applications 
will be considered according to 
a candidates’ academic success. 
Successful candidates will be 
invited to a face to face or online 
interview. Information regarding 
the interviews will be sent via 
the candidates’ e-mail address 
mentioned in the application. 

Selected students will be awarded 
the scholarship in their suitable 
fields based on the strength of 
their academic background.

The scholarship applications are 
available starting 29 February, and 
the deadline is 31 March. For more 
information and to apply online: Visit, 
http://www.studyinturkey.gov.tr/

Applications open for 
Türkiye Scholarships 2016

13, 15 & 17  March

Music Festival Week 2016

The British School of Kuwait will 
be hosting the Music Festival Week 
2016. The event will include the 
following: on 13 March primary 
concert, on 15 March medley of 
music and 17 March encore at the 
360 Mall. For more information and 
tickets: mgb@bsk.edu.kw or call, 
1830456 (BSK Shakespeare Theatre) 
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ONCOST inaugurates
2nd branch in Hawally

ONCOST Cash & Carry, the first 
and only Cash and Carry concept 

in Kuwait, opened its second store in 
Hawally on 6 March. 

The store was inaugurated by 
IFA Chairman, Talal Al Bahar with 
ONCOST senior executives including 
CEO Saleh Al Tunaib, COO Remesh 
T.A. and a large number of industry 
professionals and shoppers. 
Following the ribbon cutting, a store 
tour was conducted of the modern 
and convenient layout of the outlet.

ONCOST offers an array of basic 

consumer categories such as dry 
groceries, confectionary, beverages, 
fresh fruit and vegetables, meat and 
poultry, fish, and dairy.

The new store is conveniently 
located in Hawally, Tunis Street, 
Odeh al Muhanna Center near Sadek 
roundabout and is open every day from 
6:30am to 11:00pm. The store also 
provides easy parking for its customers. 
With a variety of promotional offers run 
on a regular basis, ONCOST maximizes 
the benefits and optimizes the value of 
shopping for consumers.

Serbian Ambassador 
hosts reception

Ambassador of Serbia to Kuwait H.E. Vladimir Kohut and spouse hosted 
a friendly gathering and dinner at their residence last week. Diplomats 

and special invited guests enjoyed the pleasant evening of traditional 
Serbian hospitality from the hosts. 

The British School of Kuwait (BSK) 
hosted a presentation ceremony 

for Deputy Director for Youth Affairs, 
Ahmad Al-Khazal and his colleagues 
from the Public Authority for Youth 
and Sport in appreciation of the 
assistance provided in the form of 
advice and artifacts which formed 
part of an exhibition held to celebrate 
the BSK Commemoration of National 
and Liberation Day 2016.  

BSK Director of Media, Kefah Al 
Mutawa, acted as MC and welcomed 
the guests who included BSK 
Chairman, Sadiq Al Mutawa; BSK 
Deputy Director of Finance, Kamelia 
Al Mutawa; TSK Principal, Joanne 
Wild, BSK Head Teacher Emma 
Bowie as well as colleagues from the 
management teams of both schools.  

The ceremony included an 
address by Mr. Sadiq when he 
thanked the Public Authority for 
their co-operation, help and support 
to the school community for this 
most prestigious event in the BSK 
calendar and a response from Mr Al-

Khazal who spoke of his happiness 
at attending such an event and how 
his team are always at the ready to 
develop a partnership with BSK for 
future projects in sport and culture. 

The ceremony included Quran 
and poetry reading from BSK 
students Abdulla Al Mutawa and 
Hashem Al Hashem.  

The organizing teams was invited 
on stage to receive their plaques 
and certificates of appreciation and 
following the cutting of the cake 
guests enjoyed a lavish breakfast 
and the opportunity to mingle and 
reflect on the partnership between 
BSK and the Public Authority for 
Youth and Sport.  

BSK honors Public Authority for Youth and Sport
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   D I N I N G  I N  K U W A I T
For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 

http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at dining@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

FOOD

Tip
s

To prepare easy vegetable soup, 
sauté vegetables in oil or butter 
before adding water. This would 
caramelize the sugars and the 
resulting soup would be more 
flavorful.

For an easy weeknight meal, save 
and freeze leftover sauces from 
previous meals in ice cube trays. 
The cubes can be reheated in a 
sauté pan when you need a quick 
sauce.

If you end up with a broken cake, 
make a trifle by layering salvaged 
cake pieces with fresh whipped 
cream and fruit in a pretty glass 
bowl.

Hanhum

Khaneen

Ayyame

A traditional form of greeting in 
Kuwait, ‘Hanhum’ was uttered by 

any person entering a room full of people 
enjoying a meal. Those dining would then 
reply by saying ‘wintaminhum’, which 
means they were inviting the guest to 
join them for the meal. So it is only apt 
that a restaurant serving traditional and 
wholesome homemade cuisine in Kuwait 
should go by the name of Hanhum.
Watch the fascinating bread-making 
process involved in baking the Tanour 

bread and get to sample some of it 
too at the Hanhum. From Baith Butat, 
filled with scrambled eggs, potatoes 
and vegetables, to Imsakhan, which is 
Tanour filled with chicken, sumac, pine 
nuts and a garlic sauce, or the sweet 
delicacy that is filled generously with 
Nutella, the menu at the Hanhum is a 
fusion of new and old. If you are looking 
for a contemporary take on traditional 
Kuwaiti cuisine you cannot go wrong at 
Hanhum.

Marina Crescent first floor. Call: 25712189

 Levels Restaurant Complex, Mahboula. Call: 2220 6127

Café Court, Al-Hamra Luxury Center. Call: 2227 0234. 

Our choice: Machbous Diyay, a Kuwaiti specialty with Kuwaiti spiced chicken 
accompanied by basmati rice, stuffing on the side and assorted condiments.

Our choice: Eman’s Arayis, charcoal grilled pita bread stuffed with fresh meat, 
accompanied by French fries.

Our choice: Eggplant Salad, a combination of grilled eggplants tossed with 
chickpeas and herbs and then topped with smooth-creamy yoghurt, pomegranate 
and toasted pine nuts.

Offering what it describes as a 
fusion of Middle Eastern and 

North African cuisine, Ayyame provides 
a wide variety of tastes. An array of 
starters, from the Lebanese spinach 
hummus to the Moroccan Lentil 
Salad gives the go-signal to the dining 
experience at Ayyame. For meat-eaters, 

the Palestinian style Musakhan is a 
definite must, as is the chicken tagine 
and finally your meal can be rounded 
off with the Moroccan mint chocolate 
fontant. The dining destination is laid 
back but has an up-town feel, chic 
without being arrogant, and is very good 
but also very affordable.

Offering classic home-style 
dishes, Khaneen’s use of locally 

sourced meats and commitment 
to incorporating only high-quality 
ingredients in its preparation, ensures 
that each item on their menu is bursting 
with succulent, tempting flavors. With 
serving staff dressed in traditional 

garb and an interior décor that utilizes 
well-known images of Kuwaiti cultural 
heritage, this is definitely the place to 
visit if you are seeking a true Kuwaiti 
dining experience. You can find a variety 
of breakfast, lunch, dinner, dessert, 
and drink options at this wonderful 
homegrown eatery.

The beauty of using a slow cooker or crock pot 
is that it is easy to use and offers a healthier, 
low-fat method of cooking requiring minimum 

effort. It is as simple as preparing your ingredients, 
adding them to the slow cooker and pressing the start 
button. However, there are several things to keep in 
mind so that you end up with great slow-cooked meal 
rather than just a slow-cooked meal. Here we show you 
what you need to be wary of:

Use the right size: Slow cookers are available in a 
range of sizes, from 1 liter to 8 liter. Use the size cooker 
recommended in each recipe. This helps ensure that the 
slow cooker is not overflowing or under-filled, so that 
your meal can cook properly. 

Do not overfill: To make sure your meal is finished in 
the time listed on your recipe, and to avoid potential 
food-safety hazards, do not overfill your slow cooker. 
Most manufacturers recommend filling them no more 
than two-thirds full, but it differs among brands, so 
check your owner’s manual before use.

Keep a lid on: Resist the urge to take off the lid and 
peek at your meal. Opening the slow cooker lets heat 
escape and slows cooking. Only open it 30 to 45 minutes 

before the low end of the cooking range to check 
doneness.

Plan your meals ahead:
If you want to turn your slow cooker on first thing in 

the morning, a little planning goes a long way.
• The night before: Cut and trim any meat, chop any 
vegetables, measure out dry ingredients and prepare 
any sauce; refrigerate the components in separate 
containers. 

• In the morning: Add ingredients to the cooker 
according to the recipe; reheat any sauce to a simmer 
before adding. If you will not be home close to the end 
of the cooking time, make sure you have a slow cooker 
that can switch to the warm setting when cooking is 
done.

 Keep temperature in mind: A slow cooker is certainly 
convenient, but if not used correctly there is the potential 
for food-safety hazards. Temperatures between 4 and 
60 Degree C fall into the so-called ‘danger zone’, since 
bacteria thrive in these temperatures. When using a 
slow cooker be sure to take precautions that keep food 
from being in the danger zone for too long. To avoid, 
never add frozen ingredients to your cooker; refrigerate 
any ingredients you have prepped ahead in separate 
storage containers and bring liquids to a simmer if you 
are cooking on low before adding them to your cooker 
to give the heating process a jump-start. Never attempt 
to cook a whole chicken or roast in your slow cooker: 
large hunks of meat will not cook thoroughly enough in 
the slow cooker. Instead, make sure it is cut into smaller 
pieces that will cook throughout.

Make sure you have the best crock pot: You may have 
a 20-year-old slow cooker that still works great, but it 
is probably a basic cooker for which you need to time 
your cooking manually and then be there to turn it off. 
A programmable slow cooker on the other hand cooks 
your meal for a predetermined time and then switches 
to a setting that keeps the food at a safe temperature 
until you are ready to eat. 

made easy

Slow
    Cooking
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The Ministry of Tourism, Oman 
in partnership with Oman 
Air recently held a workshop 

for the Kuwait travel trade to launch 
a range of special holiday packages 
specifically designed for travellers 
from Kuwait.

The workshop, held at the JW 
Marriot Hotel in Kuwait City, was 
attended by nearly 90 key members 
from the travel trade. It also served 
as a platform to showcase Oman 
as a premier sailing destination in 
the region and as a leading weekend 

getaway from Kuwait for a variety 
of unique Omani experiences – 
mountains, beaches, deserts, caves 
and forts.

Salim Salim Bin Adey Al Mamari, 

Director General of Tourism 
Promotion, Ministry of Tourism, Oman 
said: “Kuwait is one of our key markets 
in the GCC and we remain committed 
to our trade partners in the country 

by designing exclusive packages for 
visitors from Kuwait. We want to 
showcase Oman as a truly year-round 
destination for a diverse and exciting 
range of activities from sailing and 
diving to cultural trails, hiking, heritage 
walks and luxury travel. During 2015, 
the Sultanate welcomed more than 
1 million visitors from the GCC alone, 
and we look forward to attracting 
even more in 2016.”

At the event, the Ministry of 
Tourism, Oman announced the 
packages for visitors from Kuwait 

to a wide range of destinations 
that include flight tickets, 3 nights’ 
accommodation, and daily buffet 
breakfast, and have been designed 
to allow tourists to sample a 
comprehensive range of locations in 
the country from the historic capital 
Muscat; the southern city of Salalah 
– home to the frankincense trail and 
much more; the sailing and water 
sports centre of Musannah; the cool 
clean air of the Jebal Akhdar plateau 
and the beauty of the Musandam 
Peninsula.

LOCAL

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

The Viking Cub of Radisson 
Blu Hotel held its first annual 

3 Kilometers Fun Run on Saturday 
morning with 250 runners, the 
highest turnout so far listed in 
the record of the club. ASEAN 
embassies were represented 
by its diplomats with the 
Ambassador of Malaysia Ahmad 
Rozian Abd. Ghani and diplomats 
of Indonesia and Philippines.

Viking Club instructor Chris 
Balingit, Jamie Red and Stretch 
Club trainer Ga See Marie 
provided the ten minutes cardio 
and stretch prior to the run. 
Ten winners claimed the major 
prizes namely; Greg Ziembinski 
won first place for male division, 
Lowel Andrew in second place 
and Cristian Cratia in third place 
for the women’s category; Lulu 
Al Askar bagged the first place, 
Charlene Scodeliano in the second 

spot and Helen Searle landing 
in third place. For the children’s 
category, Imogen Lambert won 
the first place, Tor Lambert on 
the second place, Asdam El Dabet 
in third place and four-years-old 
Darius Cimpian won the youngest 
competitor category. Medals and 
gifts compliments of The Gym 
Team and vouchers courtesy of 
the hotel were awarded to the 
winners. 

Philippine delegation headed 
by Chelsea Dado, the wife of 
Consul General Raul Dado and 
Girlie Caba, Administrative 

officer led the team of fifteen 
runners from the consular section 
of the embassy. Embassy of 
Indonesia was also represented 
by its diplomats. Malaysian 
Ambassador, who also ran in 
the previous event returned 
with some Malaysian nationals 
to participate. Certificates of 
appreciation were given to the 
embassies and sponsors of the 
event that included Nourishment, 
a health and Fitness Company, 
that distributed health products 
and bars to all participants and 
members of the club. 

Radisson Blu Viking Club holds 
Fun Run with record participants

Ministry of Tourism, Oman announces 
holiday packages tailored for Kuwait market

Indian Doctors Forum (IDF) 
recently hosted a picnic for its 

family members in Wafra that 
included games for members of all 

age groups. After lunch, members 
sang songs and enjoyed a dance 
session. The day ended with a 
game of bingo and attractive 

prizes were distributed to winners. 
Dr. Satheesh, a senior radiologist 
from Farwaniya hospital, was 
given a warm farewell.

IDF hosts picnic for members and family

The Embassy of the Republic of Serbia 
hereby informs citizens of the Republic of 

Serbia that the President of Serbia, Tomislav 
Nikolic has signed a decree to dissolve the 
Parliament of the Republic of Serbia and called 
for extraordinary republican elections to be 
held on 24 April, 2016.

We hereby inform citizens of the Republic 
of Serbia that all information about the 
announced elections can be obtained at the 
Embassy of the Republic of Serbia in the State 
of Kuwait, every working day from 09:00 — 
14:00 hours and every Wednesday from 09:00 
— 18:00 hours, from 10 March to 2 April, 2016. 

Serbian Embassy releases notice for citizens
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Malayali Media Forum 
(MMF) Kuwait has 

elected Office Bearers for 
the year 2016-2017, with Sam 
Pynummoodu (Deshabhimani) 
as General Convener and 
Ismayil Payyoli (Reporter TV) 
and Saleem Kottayil (Deepika) 
as Conveners. Sathar Kunnil 
has been elected as Auditor.

The committee was 
elected at the Annual General 
Body meeting held last week 
at Folk Auditorium, Abbassiya 
and Thomas Mathew Kadavil 
governed the election.

The Forum discussed the 
activities conducted in the 
year 2015 and formulated the 

Executive Committee , which 
consists of  Reji Bhaskar, Sajeev 
K. Peter , Anil P. Alex, Abdul 
Fathah Thayyil, Aziz Thikkodi, 
Noufal Moodadi, Nixon 
George, Anil K. Nambiar, 
Mohammed Riyaz, P.P. Junoob, 
Sunoj Nambiar, Gafoor 
Moodadi, Muneer Ahmed , 
Hamsa Payyannoor and Girish 
Ottappalam .

A.M Hassan, Siddeeque 
Valiyakath, Thomas Mathew 
Kadavil, T.V. Hikmath, Jalin 
Tripayar, Anwar Sadath 
Thalassery and Dijesh are the 
permanent invitees in the 
committee. The General body 
meeting was presided over 
by Abdul Fathah Thayyil and 
Muneer Ahmed proposed vote 
of thanks.

MMF elects new office bearers

Kalyan Jewellers, one of the 
most trusted and leading 

jewellery brands in the GCC has 
launched a special Mother’s Day 
collection to celebrate the spirit of 
motherhood. The unique pendants 
studded with stunning diamonds 
have been crafted to perfection 
using the most modern jewellery 
making techniques. The products 
range from KD75 - KD200 and 
are certified by the International 
Gemological Institute (IGI). The 
collection will be available across 
all the Kalyan showrooms in 
Kuwait and the UAE.

T. S. Kalyanaraman, Chairman 
and Managing Director of Kalyan 
Jewellers said, “Mother’s Day is a 
celebration of the bond of love and 
affection between a mother and 
child. We are extremely delighted 
to announce our special Mother’s 
Day collection. 

It’s a tribute to all the mothers 
who love their children uncondi-
tionally. The collection symbolizes 
our due appreciation and respect 

for a mother’s relentless efforts 
to ensure the overall well being of 
her children.”

“Any celebration surrounding 
Mother’s Day or commemorating 
and honouring motherhood is 
never complete without a special 
gift and we are presenting this 
exclusive range of products at 
affordable rates to make this 
occasion memorable for you and 
your mother”, he added.

Kalyan Jewellers has been 
aggressively expanding its product 
portfolio as also expanding 
its distribution network. The 

company offers a wide range 
of gold, diamond and platinum 
jewellery, including the Turkish, 
Antique and Omega collections, 
as well as traditional Indian 
and Singaporean gold jewellery 
designs across its outlets catering 
to different ethnic communities. 
This is in addition to our in house 
brands like Ameera, Anokhi, 
Nimah, Antara and Mudhra 
collection. The company has been 
growing at a double-digit growth 
rate and is looking to add 5 new 
showrooms in the UAE during the 
forthcoming financial year.  

Kalyan Jewellers launches
exclusive Mother’s Day collection

The French Ambassador 
to Kuwait H.E. Christian 

Nakhlé held a joint press 
conference at his residence in 
the presence of Director of the 
French Institute Issam Taleb on 
Tuesday, 8 March. The French 
ambassador spoke to the 
media on the ten-day cultural 
festival, Francophonie 2016, 
which will be held from 10-19 
March.

The French language is 
growing in popularity in Kuwait 
and the cultural festival with 
its variety of programs aim 
to share the richness of the 
French culture with people in 
Kuwait.

On March 10 at 8pm, 
Tunisian singing legend, 
Dorsaf Hamdani, opened 
the Francophonie festival at 
the Yarmouk Cultural Center 
with a concert, which will 
be followed by other major 
cultural events throughout the 
ten-day period. Several French 
films are scheduled to be 
screened during the festival at 
the French Institute of Kuwait 
and at Cinescape Laila Gallery, 
as well as a dance show ‘Aswat 
3’ at the AlShaheed Park, in 
partnership with the Loyac 

Academy of Performing Arts. 
In addition, an exhibition of 
Romanian artist Georgeta 
Grabovschi will be held at the 
Al Babtain Central Library.

The French Institute of 
Kuwait under the auspices 
of the Embassy of France is 
the main organizer of the 
Francophonie 2016. The 
French Institute of Kuwait 
offers a full range of French 
language courses for all 
ages and all levels, as well 
as presents special courses 
for professionals. The French 
Institute has also taken 
many initiatives to foster 
a rich cultural experiences 

for students, in addition 
to promoting studying in 
France for those interested in 
pursuing education in French 
universities and Institutes, 
whether they speak French 
or not.

Other partners in 
Francophonie 2016 are the 
French Embassy in Kuwait, the 
Kuwait Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education, the 
various French –speaking 
Embassies, the French School 
of Kuwait, CEFAS, Loyac 
Academy of Performing Arts, 
the National Council for 
Culture, Arts and Letters and 
the Dar al Athar al Islamiyyah.

Francophonie 2016 to bring  together
French speakers in Kuwait

Samsung Electronics Co. 
Ltd launched the newest 

additions to the Galaxy family 
of products, Samsung Galaxy 
S7 and Galaxy S7 edge to 
consumers in Kuwait at the 
Radisson Blu on 6 March. 
Created for today’s consumer 
lifestyle, Galaxy S7 and Galaxy 
S7 edge lead the industry 
with a refined design, more 
advanced camera, streamlined 
software functionality and 
unparalleled connectivity to a 
galaxy of products, services, 
and experiences.

“The Galaxy S7 and 
Galaxy S7 edge are very 
bold representations of our 
commitment to the hundreds 
of millions of people around the 
world who love our products and 

inspire our work. Class-leading 
camera technology, a longer 
-lasting battery, cutting edge 
processors and optimization for 
gaming are just some features 
will make these the most 
innovative smartphones you’ve 
ever owned,” said Tarek Sabbagh, 
Head of IT and Mobile Division 
at Samsung Gulf Electronics. 
Galaxy S7 and Galaxy S7 edge 

introduce the first Dual Pixel 
camera on a smartphone, 
delivering brighter and sharper 
images, even in low light. 
Thanks to the revolutionary 
Dual Pixel technology, brighter 
lens with wider aperture, and 
bigger pixel, the camera has 
a faster shutter speed and a 
more accurate autofocus even 
in low-light conditions. Motion 
Panorama, a new camera mode, 
brings movement to traditional 
panoramic photos, giving the 
user a completely immersive 
visual experience.

The Galaxy S7 and Galaxy 
S7 edge will be available at all 
major retailers in Kuwait starting 
14 March. The recommended 
retail price for Galaxy S7 is KD 
210, with the Galaxy S7 edge 
available at KD230.

Samsung unveils 
Galaxy S7 and Galaxy S7 edge
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AARKAY INSURANCE BROKERS W.L.L.

Tel/ Fax: + 965 - 22452349  Mobile  : + 965 - 66905114  / 60607272 / 99874348
Email    : sethi.ins@gmail.com / sethi@aarkayinsurance.com / kohli@aarkayinsurance.com / kohli.ins@gmail.com  

O�ce   : KRH, AL Ghawali, Flr 11, O�. 8, Al Shuadha St, Sharq, Kuwait City, P.O Box 7419, Salmiya, 22085, Kuwait

Contact us for Enquiries, Reviews of existing insurance policies, Competitive quotes and Claims Assistance. 
Operations conducted by Specialists Insurance Executives having Kuwait and International Experience. 

We deal with Property / Engineering  contracts / Marine cargo/ Motor vehicles/ Group Life, Workman 
Compensation / Medical (Local and International) , Travel , D&O Liability, DBA and various Insurances in Kuwait, GCC / Iraq and others.

Chairperson of the Cabinet-
affiliated Women Affairs 
Committee Sheikha Latifa 

Al-Fahad Al-Salem Al-Sabah has 
expressed satisfaction for Kuwait’s 
ranking first at the Arab level for gender 
equality affirming that the country has 
made great achievements in women 
empowerment, boosting their role in 
sustainable development as well as 
attaining rights.

Sheikha Latifa, in a statement upon 
her departure to New York where she 

would head the Kuwaiti delegation 
taking part in the 60th session of the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women, 
said Kuwaiti women boast of the great 
accomplishments, attained over the 
past 20 years, thus putting Kuwait on 
top at the Arab level with regard of 
gender equality, according to the report 
of the Global Economic Forum 2015. 
The commission chair said she would 
present to the UN committee with a 
report about the Kuwaiti Government 
implementation of the Beijing 

declaration on women empowerment, 
measures that have been taken against 
indiscrimination and violence, assuming 
senior and decision-making posts and 
executing development schemes.

Nonetheless, the Kuwaiti woman 
aspires to make more gains to enhance 
further her social status, Sheikha Latifa 
said, revealing that the delegation would 
urge the international community to 
adopt a more serious stance toward 
anti-women violence in many turbulent 
countries, namely Palestine where 

they continuously suffer under Israeli 
occupation.

The Kuwaiti delegation will also 
seek to implement the Kuwaiti 
initiative, presented during the 
58th session, stipulating dispatch 
of women delegations to troubled 
regions in the Arab world and help 
women there in face of violence, 
killing and displacement. She added 
that she would address the session 
about the State of Kuwait aid to 
stricken countries. 

Kuwaiti women have made significant achievements: Sheikha Latifa

As a part of his outreach initiaitive, Kuwait 
Ambassador to India H.E. Fahad Al Awadhi 

visited India’s first and only Heritage Transport 
Museum last Sunday, which features an 
amazing collection of artifacts that depicts 
the evolution of inventions including steam 
engines to motor cars and ships.

Ambassador Awadhi was impressed by an 
old boat display that was constructed without 
any use of nails or iron fitting but was actually 
sewn with jute threads. 

Ambassador Awadhi visits 
India’s Transport museum

The Government of India (GOI) has 
decided to extend the date for 

submission of the application for registration 

as Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) cardholder 
by the erstwhile Persons of Indian Origin 
cardholders till 30 June 2016.

Indian embassy releases GOI notice

The International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), in partnership with 

the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) and in cooperation 
with Kuwait’s Ministry of Interior, held 
a regional workshop on the topic, ‘The 
Nexus between Human trafficking and 
Asylum: Protecting Victims and Refugees 
during conflict and disaster settings’. 
The three-day workshop, held at the 
UN House in Mishref from 8-10 March, 
discussed Kuwait’s efforts in combatting 
human trafficking and explored existing 
legal frameworks set up to identify and  
assist victims of trafficking.

Experts highlighted the need and 
scope of international cooperation 
and partnerships in tackling refugee 
status determination and victims of 
trafficking according to Islamic and 
international law, as well as the role of 
humanitarian organizations in conflict 
and disaster settings.

Pointing out that majority of human 

trafficking victims today are women and 
that they remain the most vulnerable 
during any refugee crisis, Iman Ereiqat, 
Chief of Mission for IOM Kuwait, stressed 
the need for international cooperation 
and unified efforts by local and global 
community to improve the situation and 
lessen the suffering of refugees.

For her part, Hanan Hamdan, UNHCR 
Kuwait Head, praised the pioneering role 
that Kuwait, led by His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, has played in the humanitarian 
field. She also highlighted the need for 
humanitarian organizations and local 
authorities to cooperate to combat 
trafficking by developing abilities and 
spreading awareness of the issue.  She 
also expressed her hope that the IOM 
workshop would result in the drafting 
of a unified approach and guidelines 
between international organizations 
and the Ministry of Interior to protect 
victims. 

IOM holds workshop on 
human trafficking issues
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Adolf Felix D'souza
(19.9.1960 to 05.03.2016)

OBITUARY

We regret to announce the untimely passing away of 
Adolf Felix D’souza on Saturday, 5 March, 2016.

Hailing from Mumbai, he was employed with Boodai 
Trading Company for many years and was known for 

having touched the lives of many. 

He leaves behind his wife Angeline, 
son Ansel and daughter Andrea.

He is fondly remembered by his dearest family 
members, close relatives, and his friends.

We pray that his soul Rest In Peace

Scientific Excellence 
Academy, Kuwait

(Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Kuwait Kendra)

ADMISSIONS OPEN
@ SCIENTIFIC EXCELLENCE ACADEMY,

Al Dhahak Bin Qays Street, Block 10, Salmiya, KUWAIT

For further details

Contact: 00965 99252480, & 97323800  
Email:  coaching@bhavanskuwait.com

One year programme (separate for each class) focusing on strengthening the 
student's conceptual clarity of the fundamentals in Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology and Logical Reasoning & support for OLYMPIADS & INTER-
NATIONAL EXAMS.

One Stop Tutoring solution for Science (Physics, Chemistry, Biology), Maths, 
Accountancy, Economics, Business Studies, French& English for classes 7 to 12 
by experienced teachers. CBSE&IGCSE syllabus.

Professional Support for Mercantile Law& Qualitative Aptitude.

So get ready to gear up your child’s future with us!
Transport facility available to major residential areas in Kuwait.                

Convenient teaching schedules for morning and afternoon shift students.

• JEE ( MAINS/ADVANCED )
• AIPMT/  STATE LEVEL ENTRANCE EXAMS 

• CLAT(Common Law Admission Test)
• ACCA/CPT (for CA Aspirants)
• IELTS /BEC exams training.

 • IIT Foundation Course – for students of classes 7to10
• SAT Coaching

Printed Study Material
Periodic tests 
and Assignments

As per latest syllabus
Continuous 
progress monitoring
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that a sitting US President has arrived in Cuba 
following the Cuban Revolution of 1959. The 
presidential visit is part of the process initiated 
in December 2014, when the President of Cuba’s 
Councils of State and Ministers, Army General 
Raúl Castro Ruz, and President Barack Obama 
simultaneously announced the decision to 
reestablish diplomatic relations, broken off by the 
United States almost 54 years ago. 

The visit is also part of the complex process of 
normalization of bilateral ties between the two 
countries, which is based on the just grounds of 
respect, equality, reciprocity, and recognition of the 
Cuban government’s legitimacy, as well as on the 
basis of respect for the principles and purposes of 
the United Nations Charter and the principles of the 
Proclamation of Latin America and the Caribbean as 
a Zone of Peace.

Since the announcements of December, 2014, 
Cuba and the United States have taken several steps 
toward improving bilateral relations. In July 2015, 
diplomatic relations were officially reestablished, 
along with the commitment to develop them on the 
basis of respect, cooperation, and observance of the 
principles of international law.

Two meetings between the Presidents of the 
two countries have taken place, in addition to the 
exchange of visits by ministers and other contacts 
between high ranking officials. Cooperation 
in various areas of mutual benefit are steadily 
advancing, and new opportunities for discussion 
have opened up, allowing for dialogue on issues 
of bilateral and multi-lateral interest, including 
those about which the two nations have different 
conceptions. The current thawing of relations 
between the two countries has been brought about 
by the unwavering international solidarity towards 

Cuba, in particular from the governments and 
peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean, who 
put the United States in an unsustainable position 
of isolation. Cuba has also received overwhelming 
support in the United Nations for its calls to abolish 
the US-imposed trade embargo.

It is worth noting that President Obama has 
reiterated his position that the blockade must be 
eliminated and has called on Congress to lift it. This 
is also a demand supported by a growing majority 
of the US public, and almost unanimously by the 
international community, which on 24 occasions, in 
the United Nations General Assembly, has approved 
the Cuban resolution calling for putting an end to 
“the economic, commercial and financial blockade 
imposed by the United States of America on Cuba.”

Among other issues damaging Cuban sovereignty 
and hampering the achievement of normal relations 
between the two countries, is the territory occupied 
by the US Naval base in Guantánamo. Cuba says 
the base, occupied in contradiction to the will of 
the government and against the unanimous wish of 
Cubans, expressed for more than 100 years, must 
be unconditionally returned. Havana also wants 
an immediate end to the “regime change” polices 
and interventionist programs that aim to “provoke 
destabilizing situations and changes in the country’s 
political, economic, social order.”

Despite the bonhomie over the visit and 
acknowledgement that it will be an important 
step in the process of normalization of bilateral 
relations, there is also the pragmatic view that 
a long, difficult road lies ahead to reach full 
normalization. Solutions will have to be found to 
key issues which have accumulated over more than 
five decades and entrenched the confrontational 
character of relations between the two countries. 
Such problems cannot be resolved overnight, or 
with a presidential visit.

President Barack Obama to visit Cuba

The 2,177km long Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC)railway project, to 

be built at an estimated cost of 
$250 billion and connecting all 
six nations of the GCC, received 
a boost last week with Abdullah 
Bin Juma Al Shibli, GCC Assistant 
Secretary General for Economic 
Affairs, confirming that the 
project would go ahead as 
planned.  Last month, Abdullah 
Belhaif Al Nuaimi, UAE Minister of 
Infrastructure Development, had 

said the project’s 2018 completion 
date was unrealistic and declined 
to comment on whether it would 
even go ahead. In recent months, 
government spending in the Gulf 
states have been pruned back 
amid declining oil prices and 
prevailing economic conditions.

Addressing the Middle East Rail 
Conference which was held last 
week in Dubai, Al-Shibli said that 
the GCC states were committed 
to completing the project in 
accordance with international 
best practices. Though he did 
not discuss a final completion 

date for the project, he said that 
technical specifications and legal 
framework for the rail network 
would be completed by the end 
of 2016.

The UAE phase of the project, 
which will be nearly 1,200km 
long, aims to connect all seven 
emirates, as well as the country 
with Saudi Arabia and Oman. 
Etihad Rail, which is developing 
the US$11 billion rail network, 
has completed the first stage 
of 266km; the second stage of 

628km is intended to link Khalifa 
Port and Jebel Ali ports to the 
Saudi border at Ghweifat and the 
Omani border at Al Ain. The final 
stage will add a further 279km of 
rail, extending from Dubai to the 
northern regions of Fujairah, Ras 
Al Khaimah and Sharjah.

Meanwhile, Ali Al-Omair, 
Kuwait’s Minister of Public Works 
and Minister of State for National 
Assembly Affairs, speaking on the 
sidelines of the Rail Conference, 
noted that Kuwait has moved 
ahead with removing hurdles 
impeding the project. He clarified 

that owners of cultivated land 
over which the proposed rail-
track had to pass would be 
compensated. 

He noted that the government 
was keen to remove all obstacles 
to the project in order to make 
it attractive to private-sector 
investors through the Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) program. 
The minister added that a Public 
Authority for Roads and Land 
Transport had also been formed 
to monitor the project in Kuwait. 

Also at the Rail Conference, 
technology giant Siemens 
unveiled the concept for a 
premium, high-speed intercity 
train specifically designed for 
the Gulf region. Dubbed, Hesan 
AlKhaleej, or Horse of the Gulf, 
the train’s technology was 
showcased at the Middle East Rail 
Conference. 

The concept offers intelligent, 
connected, digitalized mobility 
and demonstrates how innovation 
can revolutionize regional 
transportation by boosting 
the reliability and efficiency 
of infrastructure, optimizing 
throughput and enhancing 
passenger experience.

The futuristic train is 
designed to withstand ambient 
temperatures in excess of 55 
degrees Celsius, and incorporates 
sand-filtering technologies to 
ensure reliable service in the 
region’s challenging climate.

“Unprecedented levels of 

Gulf Rail project gathers steam
redundancy, especially with 
regard to air conditioning and 
power supply, ensure that even in 
the event of multiple failures the 
train will be able to continue its 
journey and protect passengers,” 
said a Siemens representative.

The train would also be 
equipped to run on tracks 

suitable for heavy freight services, 
enabling mixed-use services to 
accommodate the varied future 
requirements of the region’s rail 
systems. “The Hesan Alkhaleej is a 
premium intercity train; our vision 
of a real alternative to road and 
air travel in the Gulf region,” said 
Joerg Scheifler, senior executive 

vice-president, Mobility, Siemens 
Middle East. “Mobility between 
cities is a key driver of economic 
stimulus, and while there are 
already a number of modern city 
transit systems in the region, we 
see the need arising for fast, safe, 
luxurious and efficient intercity 
services to link these together.”
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Buried among the 169 targets 
contained in the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 

– adopted by the United Nations last 
September amid a blaze of glitzy 
events, celebrity endorsements, 
and back-slapping by world leaders, 
aid donors, and non-governmental 
organizations – was the vital pledge 
to eliminate “preventable child 
deaths” by 2030. It is a cause for our 
generation – but one that will take a 
lot more than UN communiqués to 
advance.

The last set of international 
development targets, the Millennium 
Development Goals, certainly 
brought about important progress; 
the number of children who died 
before reaching their fifth birthday 
dropped from ten million in 2000, 
when the MDGs were adopted, to 5.9 
million in 2015. Some of the world’s 
poorest countries have registered 
some of the most significant gains.

This progress was driven by several 
factors, including falling poverty and 
heavy investment in community-
based health systems. By deploying 
nurses, midwives, and other health 
workers, these systems extended the 
availability of prenatal care, simple 
obstetric interventions, clean cord 
cutting, and post-natal care. Ethiopia, 
for example, has deployed a small 
army of some 38,000 health workers 
over the last decade.

International cooperation was also 
crucial. Aid for child and maternal 
health has grown dramatically since 
2000, and now stands at some 
$12 billion annually. Development 
assistance has enabled the creation of 
community-based health programs, 
and played a key role in supporting 
the development and deployment 
of the vaccines, mosquito nets, and 
medical treatments that have cut 

child deaths from the major killer 
infectious diseases — pneumonia, 
diarrhea, malaria, and measles — by 
some 70 percent since 2000.

Now for the bad news: In the time 
it takes you to read this article, more 
than 30 children will die from causes 
that could have been prevented or 
treated. Every year, more than one 
million children die the day they are 
born, and another million die within 
their first week of life. Almost half of 
all child deaths occur in the neo-natal 
period (the first 28 days) — and the 
share is rising. The vast majority of 
these deaths could be averted. Yet, if 
progress continues at its current rate, 
there will still be some 3.6 million 
such deaths per year by 2030.

To jump-start progress, we must 
develop health-care and other 
interventions that address the 
poverty, vulnerability and inequality 
that place so many children, and 
their mothers, at risk. Making health 
services more widely available is a 
starting point. But, all too often, the 
poor are excluded, even when the 
clinics exist.

Consider India, which accounts for 
one-fifth of child deaths worldwide. 

Nearly all women from the richest 
20 percent of households enjoy 
prenatal care and skilled attendants 
at delivery; coverage rates for the 
poorest are less than 10 percent — 
worse than in much of sub-Saharan 
Africa. Surging economic growth has 
done nothing to reduce the disparity.

And India is just one example. 
Each year, some 36 million women 
in low- and middle-income countries 
give birth without a skilled attendant. 
An even greater number of children 
do not receive a post-natal health 
check. The vast majority of these 
women and children have one thing in 
common: they are poor. Indeed, being 
born to a low-income mother raises 
the risk of child mortality by a factor 
of 2-3 in much of South Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa.

Wealth-based disparities in 
health outcomes extend far beyond 
pregnancy and birth. Children born 
to poor mothers are less likely to 
be immunized or taken to clinics 
for treatment of potentially fatal 
diseases, such as pneumonia and 
diarrhea. Survey evidence points to 
cost as a major barrier excluding poor 
women and children from health care. 

Forcing desperately poor women to 
pay for maternal and child health 
care is a prescription for inequality, 
inefficiency, and child deaths. 

Publicly financed universal health 
coverage is the proven antidote. 
Yet political elites in high-mortality 
countries like India, Pakistan, and 
Nigeria – the same elites who 
have signed up to the SDGs – have 
conspicuously failed to deliver.

If governments are sincere about 
delivering on the SDGs’ promise 
on child mortality, they must get 
serious about ensuring equity in 
health care. They could start by 
introducing national targets to halve 
the difference in death rates between 
the richest 20 percent and poorest 20 
percent over the next seven years.

But targets not backed by finance 
are not worth the communiqué paper 
they are printed on. Developing-
country governments should be 
spending at least 5 percent of GDP 
on health, eliminating charges on 
child and maternal health care, and 
ensuring that financial resources and 
health workers are allocated in a way 
that reduces inequalities in care.

Foreign aid also has a vital role 

to play. Here, the emphasis should 
be shifted from delivering disease-
specific interventions to building 
up health-care systems. We need a 
global social compact on health to 
close the financing gap — around 
$30 billion — for achieving universal 
health coverage, which requires 
linking populations to skilled health 
workers equipped to provide effective 
care. Sub-Saharan Africa alone will 
need to recruit and train another one 
million community health workers to 
deliver universal coverage.

Any strategy for achieving the 
2030 target for child mortality must 
go beyond the health sector and 
focus on the wider inequalities — for 
example, in nutrition, education, and 
access to clean water and sanitation 
— that fuel child mortality. Girls will 
need added protection, so that they 
are not forced into early marriage and 
child bearing.

Children worldwide face a lethal 
combination of inequality, injustice, 
and gender discrimination. They 
deserve better. The promise to 
eliminate preventable child deaths 
by 2030 is our chance to ensure 
they get it.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Empty Promises and Dead Children 

Kevin Watkins 

Director of the Overseas Development 
Institute

Every year, more than one million children die the 
day they are born, and another million die within 

their first week of life. 
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Donald Trump’s lead in the race for 
the Republican Party’s nomination 
as its presidential candidate in 

November has caused consternation. The 
Republican establishment fears he will not 
be able to defeat Hillary Clinton, the likely 
Democratic nominee. But some observers 
worry more about the prospect of a Trump 
presidency. Some even see Trump as a 
potential American Mussolini.

Whatever its problems, the United 
States today is not like Italy in 1922. The 
Constitution’s institutional checks and 
balances, together with an impartial 
legal system, are likely to constrain even 
a reality-TV showman. The real danger is 
not that Trump will do what he says if he 
reaches the White House, but the damage 
caused by what he says as he tries to get 
there. Leaders are judged not only on the 
effectiveness of their decisions, but also by 
the meaning that they create and teach to 
their followers. Most leaders gain support 
by appealing to the existing identity and 
solidarity of their groups. But great leaders 
educate their followers about the world 
beyond their immediate group.

After World War II, during which 
Germany had invaded France for the 
third time in 70 years, the French leader 
Jean Monnet decided that revenge upon 
a defeated Germany would produce yet 
another tragedy. Instead, he invented a 
plan for the gradual development of the 
institutions that evolved into the European 
Union, which has helped make such a war 
unthinkable.

Or, to take another example of great 
leadership, Nelson Mandela could easily 
have chosen to define his group as black 
South Africans and sought revenge for the 
injustice of decades of apartheid and his 
own imprisonment. Instead, he worked 
tirelessly to expand the identity of his 
followers both by words and deeds.

In one famous symbolic gesture, he 
appeared at a rugby game wearing the 
jersey of the South African Springboks, 
a team that had previously signified 
South African white supremacy. Contrast 
Mandela’s efforts to teach his followers 
about a broader identity with the narrow 
approach taken by Robert Mugabe next 
door in Zimbabwe. Unlike Mandela, 
Mugabe used colonial-era grievances to 
build support, and now is relying on force 
to remain in power.

In the US today, while the economy is 
growing and the unemployment rate is at 
a low 4.9 percent, many feel excluded from 
the country’s prosperity. Many blame rising 
inequality over the past few decades on 
foreigners, rather than technology, and it is 
easy to rally opposition both to immigration 
and globalization. In addition to economic 
populism, a significant minority of the 

population also feels threatened by 
cultural changes related to race, culture, 
and ethnicity, even though much of this is 
not new.

The next president will have to 
educate Americans about how to deal 
with a globalization process that many 
find threatening. National identities are 
imagined communities in the sense that 
few people have direct experience of the 
other members. For the past century 
or two, the nation-state has been the 
imagined community that people are 
willing to die for, and most leaders have 
regarded their primary obligations to be 
national. This is inescapable, but it is not 
enough in a globalizing world.

In a world of globalization, many 
people belong to a number of imagined 
communities – local, regional, national, 
cosmopolitan – that are overlapping circles 
sustained by the Internet and inexpensive 
travel. Diasporas are now connected 

across national borders. Professional 
groups like lawyers have transnational 
standards. Activist groups ranging from 
environmentalists to terrorists also 
connect across borders. Sovereignty is no 
longer as absolute as it once seemed.

Former President Bill Clinton has said 
that he regrets his failure to respond 
adequately to the genocide in Rwanda 
in 1994, although he was not alone. Had 
Clinton tried to send US troops, he would 
have encountered stiff resistance in 
Congress. Good leaders today are often 
caught between their cosmopolitan 
inclinations and their more traditional 
obligations to the people who elect them 
– as German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
has discovered in the wake of her brave 
leadership on the refugee crisis last summer. 
In a world in which people are organized 
primarily in national communities, a purely 
cosmopolitan ideal is unrealistic. We see 
this in widespread resistance to acceptance 

of immigration. For a leader to say there is 
an obligation to equalize incomes globally 
is not a credible obligation, but to say that 
more should be done to reduce poverty and 
disease and help those in need can help to 
educate followers.

Words matter. As the philosopher 
Kwame Anthony Appiah puts it, “Thou 
shalt not kill is a test you take pass-
fail. Honor thy father and thy mother 
admits of gradations.” The same is true of 
cosmopolitanism versus insularity.

As the world watches the US presidential 
candidates wrestle with issues of 
protectionism, immigration, global public 
health, climate change, and international 
cooperation, we should ask what aspect 
of American identities they are appealing 
to and whether they are educating 
followers about broader meanings. Are 
they stretching Americans’ sense of identity 
as best they can or just appealing to their 
narrowest interests?

Trump’s proposal to bar Muslims from 
entering the US and his demands that 
Mexico pay for a wall to stop migration 
would be unlikely to pass constitutional or 
political muster were he elected President. 
Then again, many of his proposals are not 
policies designed to be implemented, but 
slogans crafted to appeal to an insular 
populist mood among a segment of the 
population.

Given his lack of a strong ideological core 
and his celebration of ‘the art of the deal’, 
Trump might even prove to be a pragmatic 
president, despite his narcissism. But good 
leaders help us define who we are. On that 
score, Trump has already failed.

ISSUES

Joseph S. Nye 

Professor at Harvard and author of ‘Is 
the American Century Over?’

Donald Trump’s Message 

The tentative agreement reached 
between European Union (EU) 

leaders and Turkey’s Prime Minister 
Ahmet Davutoğlu in Brussels on 7 March 
in essence amounts to a barter deal on 
refugees, where the EU tells Turkey: “Let’s 
trade; you take my Iraqis and Afghans, we’ll 
take your Syrians.” 

In what is seen as a gross violation of 
international laws and their own much-
vaunted human values, 28 European 
countries agreed with Turkey on a new 
‘swap deal’ over refugees and migrants 
fleeing the horrors of conflicts in their 
countries. 

According to the summit’s draft 
agreement, Turkey would take back all 
refugees and migrants without proper 
documentation. In exchange, for every 
returned Syrian, one Syrian from Turkey will 
be resettled in the EU. 

To sweeten the deal, the EU offered 
Ankara three billion euros over the next 
three years; this would be over and above 
the three billion already promised to Turkey 
last November. The EU also agreed to 
speed-up visa-free entry into Europe for 
Turkish citizens, as well as revive the stalled 

discussions on Turkey’s eventual accession 
to the EU club.

The deal has not been finalized and 
talks are expected to continue ahead of an 
EU meeting on 17-18 March. Nevertheless, 
apparently happy with the new deal, Mr. 
Davutoğlu said, “With these new proposals 
we aim to rescue refugees, discourage those 
who misuse and exploit their situation and 
find a new era in Turkey-EU relations.”

There was a plenty of back-patting and 

smiles over announcement of the new 
deal, that is, until the UN and other human-
rights agencies waded in on the agreement. 
The UN’s refugee agency, UNHCR, criticized 
the plans, saying they would amount to a 
violation of human rights. “The collective 
expulsion of foreigners is prohibited under 
the European Convention of Human 
Rights,” Vincent Cochetel, UNHCR’s Europe 
regional director, said in Geneva. He added, 
“An agreement that would be tantamount 

to a blanket return of any foreigners to 
a third country, is not consistent with 
European law, is not consistent with 
international law.”

For its part, the medical charity Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) said European 
leaders had “lost track of reality”. Aurelie 
Ponthieu, MSF humanitarian affairs adviser, 
said: “Europe is willing to do anything, 
including compromising essential human 
rights and refugee law principles, to stem 

the flow of refugees and migrants. While, 
Bill Frelick, refugee rights director at 
Human Rights Watch, said: “The integrity 
of the EU’s asylum system, indeed the 
integrity of European values, is at stake.”

Nine in ten of those arriving in Europe 
each day are Syrians, Afghans and Iraqis. 
There are currently over three million 
people living in camps set up by Turkey, 
most of them are from Syria, with a 
smattering from Iraq, Afghanistan and 
other countries. For its part, the EU has 
committed to resettle, on a voluntary 
basis, 20,000 refugees over a two-year 
period. This commitment is questioned 
by many who say the 28-nation bloc has 
so far not been able to even resettle the 
66,000 refugees stranded in Greece, having 
redistributed only 600 to date.

Highlighting the hypocrisy behind 
the deal a representative of the Spanish 
Agency for International Cooperation, said, 
“We Europeans go everywhere criticizing 
and denouncing lack of democracy and 
human rights in so many other countries… 
now these countries can perfectly blame 
us for our flagrant hypocrisy… all this is just 
shameful.” 

EU brokers 
'barter deal' on refugees
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Amidst the commodities slump 
dominating headlines, many 

investors have failed to notice that 
Ethiopia, a non-resource country 
in East Africa has been one of the 
world’s fastest-growing economies 
for a few years running. One of 
Africa’s most impressive performers 
over the past decade, Ethiopia has 
averaged annual growth rate of 10.9 
percent in 2004-2014, despite not 
being an oil producer.

Since mid-2014, when price of oil 
and many other solid commodities 
began their downward spiral, 
the African growth story has 
fundamentally shifted with the center 
of gravity of growth shifting from the 
resource-rich West to East Africa. 

Investor sentiment towards 
western African economies, such 
as Nigeria and Angola, has arguably 
soured in recent times, but high-
growth Ethiopia and other countries 
in East Africa are offering the growth 
that capital requires. And, this is 
not a fickle growth rate driven by an 
overinflated commodities market. 
Significant spending on infrastructure, 
a nascent consumer market, a stable 
economy, and competitive labor 
costs are major elements driving 
investment opportunities in Ethiopia. 

Several first-mover opportunities 
exist for those looking to expand 
into a yet untapped investment 
opportunity in Eastern Africa. For 
instance, this is the last sizeable 
country in the world that has not 

had sweeping telecommunications 
liberalization.

Major changes are beginning 
to make this country increasingly 
attractive, with investors and 
international companies sitting up 
and taking note of the potential that 
Ethiopia offers. Recently the country 
implemented tax incentives for 
investment in high-priority sectors 
such as tourism, agro-processing, 
manufacturing, textiles, chemicals 
and pharmaceuticals, and mineral and 
metal processing. This has attracted 
several multinational companies, 
including General Electric, Diageo, 
SABMiller, Heineken, Blackstone 
Group, Orange and Starwood Hotels 
among others to make significant 
investments in Ethiopia. 

In many respects, Ethiopia reminds 
one of China in the 1990s with massive 
expenditure on infrastructure and a 
growth mentality that is not driven 
by quick large-scale liberalization, but 
rather a more gradualist approach. 
This is not surprising given that 
Ethiopia is seeking to mimic the 
Chinese growth model: it is embarking 
on economic reform with strong 
centralized political control. China is 
also one of the biggest investors in 
Ethiopia, lending its economic muscle 
to promote state-run and private 
industrial zones.

These special economic zones, 
often financed by Chinese sovereign 
wealth, include a range of investment, 
tax and infrastructure investment 

incentives. In July last year China 
Civil Engineering Construction 
Corporation signed a US$246 million  
deal to construct the first of these 
new parks, the Hawassa Industrial 
Park, with another four being in the 
planning stage.

Moreover, as the cost of 
production along China’s eastern 
coastal provinces rises significantly, 
the low-end but high employment-
generating manufacturing companies 
in this area are looking to off-shore 
their production. Chinese companies 
are already the largest investors in 
Ethiopia’s manufacturing sector, 
especially in the automotive, textile 
and garments industries.

Ethiopia is still viewed through a 
lens that is shaped by its traumatic 
past of communism, civil war and 
famine. This view is now for the 
most part obsolete, with the country 
forecast to be the world’s best-
performing economy this year, which 
is a feat in itself considering the 
global economic slowdown, changed 
Africa narrative and, all too often, 
the instability of its neighbors. It is a 
true frontier economy that presents 
long-term opportunities for capital 
seeking to invest in one of Africa’s 
newest growth prospects.

From an article first published in 
Business Day by Martyn Davies, the 

Managing Director for Emerging 
Markets and Africa at Deloitte 
Frontier Advisory, South Africa

World Wildlife Day, an event 
established by the United 
Nations in 2013 in honor of 

the adoption on 3 March, 1973 of the 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) aims to celebrate and 
raise awareness of the world’s wild 
animals and plants. 

The theme for this year, ‘The future 
of wildlife is in our hands’ focuses on 
the African and Asian elephant, a 
species that typifies criminality against 
wild animals.

The figures speak for themselves: 
There were 470,000 elephants living 
in the wild in 2013, according to 
figures presented in 2015; there were 
1.2 million in 1980 and 20 million at 
the beginning of the 20th century. 
More elephants are dying on the 

continent than are being born as the 
gestation period for an elephant is 20 
to 22 months. East Africa, Kenya and 
Tanzania have marked the strongest 
decline in this species. Latest reports 
out in 2015 show that in Tanzania their 
population fell by 63 percent in five 
years. Last year, more than 20 percent 
of the elephants in central Mali were 
killed, according to the UN and NGOs.

If nothing is done, in just a few 
decades there will be no more 
elephants in Africa.

Some 25,000 to 30,000 elephants 
are killed every year in Africa. In 
the period from 2010 to 2012 alone, 
100,000 elephants were killed, mainly 
by poachers supplying illegal ivory 
traders. The international ivory trade, 
which generates huge revenues and 
encourages poaching, is principally 

fueled by demand from Asia.
 According to the NGO, ‘Save the 

Elephant’, the price of ivory, which per 
ounce is costlier than gold, tripled on 
the Asian markets from 2010 to 2014. 

Ivory is highly prized in Asia, where 
demand is driving the illegal trade. 
Carved tusks sell for hundreds of 
thousands of dollars apiece.

In March 2015 alone, authorities 

in Kenya and Ethiopia burned over 20 
tonnes of confiscated tusks worth 
over US$40 million. Also, from 
January to October 2015, a huge 
Interpol operation, Operation Worthy 
II, mobilized the police services of 11 
African countries - Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South 
Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Zambia – which led to 
more than 200 arrests and the seizure 
of nearly two tonnes of contraband 
ivory. But all this has not made a dent 
in the demand for ivory in Asia and 
hence for poaching.

Many African nations are now 
calling for a moratorium of “at least 
ten years on all ivory sales to allow 
time for our elephant populations 
to stabilize.” The question is will the 
world heed this call.

World Wildlife Day calls for saving African elephant
Some 25,000 to 30,000 elephants are killed every year in Africa. In the period from 2010 to 2012 alone, 100,000 elephants 

were killed, mainly by poachers supplying illegal ivory traders.

The Association for 
the Development of 
Education in Africa 
(ADEA) and the Ministry 
of Education in Rwanda 
signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
in Kigali the capital, to 
foster education quality 
through the launch of 
the new Inter-Country 
Quality Node on Teaching 
and Learning (ICQN-TL) 

in mid-February.
Established in 1988 as a 

framework for better coordination 
among development agencies, 
ADEA is a pan-African institution 
built on a genuine partnership 
between all 54 African Ministries 
of Education and Training and their 
technical and external partners. 
The Minister for Education along 
with ADEA Executive Secretary, 
, presided over the launch event 
titled Speaking at the launch 
event titled ‘Thought Leaders 
Symposium on Enabling Teachers, 
Enabling Youth’ the Rwandan 
Minister of Education Papias 
Musafiri Malimba  said, “This 
Memorandum aims at enhancing 
the quality of education in Rwanda 
and in the continent, especially in 
promoting teaching and learning.”

For his part, ADEA’s Executive 
Secretary Oley Dibba-Wadda who 
presided over the launch ceremony, 
along with the Rwandan education 

minister, said, “The hope of the 
African child, and youth, relies on 
the hope of a reformed teaching 
force, a reformed curriculum, a 
reformed learning assessment 
method and a reformed skills 
provision strategy - this is where the 
work of the Inter-Country Quality 
Node on Teaching and Learning 
becomes crucial. And because of 
this, we are truly grateful to the 
Government of the Republic of 
Rwanda, for taking the mantle of 
leading and hosting this ICQN.”

ADEA has six ICQNs led by the 
following countries and focuses 
on the following specific theme: 
Early Childhood Development 
(ECD) - Mauritius; Literacy and 
National Languages (LNL) - Burkina 
Faso; Mathematics and Science 
Education (MSE) - Kenya; Peace 
Education (PE) - Kenya; Teaching 
and Learning (TL) - Rwanda; and 
Technical and Vocational Skills 
Development (TVSD) - Côte 
d’Ivoire.

“We are confident that, with 
the signing of the MoU between 
ADEA and the Government of 
the Republic of Rwanda, the 
work of the ICQN, which includes 
supporting teachers’ professional 
development and other areas of 
learning related to the curriculum, 
teaching and learning material 
and measurement of learning 
outcomes, will benefit the entire 
continent and contribute greatly 
to the implementation of the 
Continental Education Strategy for 
Africa 2016-2025,” Dibba-Wadda 
concluded. 

ADEA to boost quality 
education in Rwanda

Economic growth,

Ethiopian style
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Bagging a good deal on 
the road can be almost as 
thrilling as the trip itself, so 
no matter what your travel 
budget, make your hard-
earned money go further 
with the following budget-

friendly destinations. 

Québec City, Canada: If you are a 
North American resident with a desire 
to visit Europe but find yourself with a 
lack of time and funds, then consider 
Quebec City as your treat. It is definitely 
not in Europe, but there is enough of 
the exotic in this Francophone city 
to remind you of the Old Continent. 
You can tour the beautiful UNESCO-
listed old town, dine in old-school 
bistros and get thoroughly lost in the 
timeless cobblestone streets. With a 
little more time and your own vehicle, 
Montmorency Forest and Jacques-
Cartier National Park offer a wilder 
taste of the province and superb 
wildlife-viewing opportunities 
surprisingly close to the city.

New Mexico, USA: If you are 
looking for a beautiful, affordable, 
active, foodie corner of America’s 
southwest, then New Mexico is the 
one. Here, dry, sunny weather is a near 
constant. Albuquerque’s sights, made 
famous by the TV serial Breaking 
Bad, can be explored for the price of 
a trolley ride and washed down with 
a cheap eat from a hole-in-the-wall 
taqueria. Elsewhere, the winter sports 
are good and cheap, and the outdoors 
is outstanding and free; this includes 
hiking in Alpine forests, tracking 
down petroglyph sites and free wild 
hot springs. Given the richness of 

attractions all found within one state, 
New Mexico offers value from both 
time and monetary perspective.

Costa Rica’s Caribbean coast: If you 
are looking for an original experience 
of Costa Rica that isles tourist 
dominated, but with everything that 
makes the country such a big draw, 
then get to the country’s Caribbean 
coast. Here you will find a still-
evolving destination that is likely to 
become a big noise over coming years; 
viewing nesting turtles at Tortuguero, 
rafting on the Río Pacuare and diving 
in the reefs of Manzanillo are just 
some of the highlights of your stay 
here. The southern coast is also best 
suited for surfers and fans of laid-back 
black-sand beaches. 

Estonia: The country feels like a 
promised land, especially if you are 
coming in from expensive Stockholm 
or Helsinki. Upsizing from a hostel 
to hotel, eating-out more often and, 
best of all, experiencing a gloriously 

distinctive slice of Europe, where 
Eastern and Nordic influences mix 
together, become very affordable in 
Estonia.Beyond the irresistible capital 
of Tallinn there are little-known 
Baltic islands and the seashore and 
forest delights of Lahemaa National 
Park, which holds the distinction of 
being the first national park in the old 
Soviet Union.

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Regardless 
of where you come from, one of the 
few places in Europe where you will 
always feel like you are getting a 

good deal is Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Inexpensive accommodation, superb 
meals and fast intercity transport 
combined with historic cities such as 
Sarajevo and Mostar, and affordable 

adrenaline pursuits, including rafting 
on the Una River and skiing, reward 
both the impecunious and those 
seeking a less well-travelled Europe.

Galicia, Spain: Lying to the 
northwest of Spain is Galicia, 
arguably the country’s last frontier. 
Once you get beyond Santiago 
de Compostela, this wild region 
fragments into rocky coastline met by 
spectacular rías (inlets) and an interior 
of countless unspoilt villages. The 
region’s value comes not only from the 
lower costs compared with the more-
visited parts of Spain, but also from 
the quality of seafood and meat found 
in abundance in tapas bars. And, if 
you are keen to save while sleeping 
over, aim for self-catering properties 
around the region, especially outside 
the school-holiday periods.

East Africa: Africa is one huge 
continent; the entire United States 
would fit within Sahara Desert and 
East Africa is more distant from 
Ebola ravaged countries in West 
Africa than London, Madrid or 
Paris. East Africa’s tourism havens 
of Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, as 
well as the rest of the region, offer 
some of the best bargains when it 
comes to travel, providing visitors 
with great experiences of some 
of the world’s great wonders, 
from gorilla encounters to Rift 
Valley scenery tosqueaky-sanded 
beaches.

Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi, 
Vietnam: Ranking of Asian cities 
based on price by more than one 
travel site confirms what many Asia-
savvy travelers have known for a while 
— Vietnam’s cities are tops for budget 
options. Both Ho Chi Minh City and 
Hanoi are among the top destinations 
for budget travelers. Finding food, 
lodging and sights for less than US$20 
per day may take you into the territory 
of having to live like a local, but that is 
an integral part of experiencing these 
super-cheap city trips.

Timor-Leste: If you desire a 
little-known and highly affordable 
destination then Timor-Leste might 
be the one for you. Away from the 
pricey hotels of the internationally-
influenced capital of Dili, you will find 
bargain beach shacks on the beaches 
of Atauro Island, and welcoming 
homestays in the misty hill country. 
Despite ongoing security concerns, 
traveling round Timor-Leste can be an 
old-fashioned adventure, complete 
with bumpy roads and packed local 
transport. As an added bonus, you 
will be able to stare down any travel 
bore with Asia’s newest country 
added to your list.

Western Australia: Currency 
fluctuations mean that the Australian 
dollar is a better deal for overseas 
visitors than it has been for a few 
years. This, along with the waning 
of the mining-boom of recent years, 
has put the dream-like landscapes 
of Western Australia firmly back on 
the tourist map and within grasp 
of any budget travelers. Beyond 
cosmopolitan Perth, iconic natural 
sights abound here, from the rocky 
coast and winelands of the southwest 
to the outback treats of the Kimberley, 
Kununurra and the Pinnacles.

Best value 
destinations 
for 2016

Bosnia and Herzegovina

East Africa's Nilo Azul 

Costa-Rica

Galicia, Spain

Western Australia

Quebec City, Canada

Futucama in Timor Leste

Estonia

Mountain biking 
in new mexico
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Body fat more
critical to health

than body size

New research suggests that people who have 
more body fat may have a higher risk of dying 

early than people whose bodies have less fat. The 
study also revealed that having a high body-mass 
index (BMI), a measure often used to gauge obesity, 
was not associated with early death.

The findings support the idea held by many experts 
that BMI is a fairly crude measure that may not reflect 
a person’s body composition, or be a good indicator of 
health. Doctors say it is more important to be aware 
of what you are made up of, rather than just how 
much you weigh.

The findings may offer one explanation for the 
so-called ‘obesity paradox’, where overweight and 
moderately obese people with heart disease or other 
chronic ills tend to outlive thinner people with those 
same conditions.

For their study, researchers at the University of 
Manitoba in Canada combed through data on more 
than 54,000 adults, mostly in their 60s, who had 
undergone DXA scans to measure their bone density. 
Those bone scans have the bonus of allowing an 
estimate of a person’s body fat percentage.

The study showed that men and women with the 
greatest amounts of body fat were more likely to die 
over the next four to seven years. Men in the top 20 
percent had at least 36 percent body fat. And those 
with highest body fat were up to 59 percent more 
likely to die during the study period, versus men whose 
body fat was in the 28 percent to 32 percent range.

In contrast, people with a BMI high enough to land 
them in the ‘obese’ category did not show an increased 
death risk. And they were actually less likely to die 
than men and women with the lowest BMIs — lower 
than 24 or 25, which includes people in the ‘normal’ 
weight range.

And it is not only about body fat. Fitness levels 
matter, too: Studies have found that people who stay 
fit through exercise typically, even though they may be 
overweight, enjoy a longer life than couch potatoes. 
Clearly, healthy eating and regular exercise are more 
important than being thin but out-of-shape.

Taking a tape measure to your waistline, for 
example, is a simpler way to estimate how much fat you 
are carrying. Women who have a waist circumference of 
more than 90 cm have a higher risk for heart disease and 
type 2 diabetes, according to medical experts. For men, 
a waist circumference greater than 100 cm indicates an 
increased risk of health problems, they add.

Though the number of 
surgeries worldwide 
increased over the last 

decade, only about one-third 
are performed in poor countries, 
says a new study from Stanford 
University Medical Center.

Globally, the number of 
operations rose 38 percent 
between 2004 and 2012 — 
reaching nearly 313 million 
procedures in 2012. However, 
of those procedures conducted 
in 2012, nearly 70 percent was 
on patients in richer countries. 
Only around 30 percent of these 
surgeries were conducted in 
the 104 countries where annual 
medical spending was less 
than $400 per person. These 
countries together accounted 

for more than five billion people, 
or a little over 70 percent of the 
world’s population.

In addition to disparities in 
access, the safety of surgical 
care is of utmost concern, in 

light of the huge and growing 
volume of operations being 
performed annually around the 
world, say the report’s authors. 
They point out that surgical care 
can be lifesaving and also helps 

prevent long-term disability due 
to injuries, infections, cancers 
and maternal conditions.

The study also raised 
questions about whether 
countries are providing the 
most essential operations. For 
example, cesarean deliveries 
accounted for about 30 percent 
of all surgeries in poor nations, 
and less than three percent of 
surgeries in 44 rich countries.

The study findings suggest 
that while countries may 
be providing more cesarean 
sections per capita than a decade 
ago, other emergency and 
lifesaving surgical care is simply 
not available for the majority 
of people in need in low- and 
middle-income countries..

Poorest countries most affected
by surgery shortages

Water is the 
best diet drink
People who want to reduce their calories and 

improve their weight should consider drink-
ing more water, says a new study. Researchers 
at the University of Illinois in the US found that 
drinking more plain water was the best diet drink 
around. The study showed that boosting the water 
intake by just one percent in adults, had the add-
ed benefit of also slightly cutting down on their 
daily consumption of sugar, salt, saturated fat and 
cholesterol. The impact of plain water intake on 
diet was found to be similar across race/ethnicity, 
education and income levels and body weight sta-

tus. In a govern-
ment-led study 
involving 18,000 
adults, research-
ers calculated 
the amount of 
water each per-
son drank each 
day as a per-
centage of their 

dietary water intake from food and beverages 
combined. Tea and coffee were included in the 
participants’ total dietary water intake but were 
not considered plain water.

On average, participants consumed a little 
more than four cups of plain water on a daily 
basis. However, the study found that those who 
added one, two or three cups of plain water daily 
consumed 68 to 205 fewer calories a day. Their 
sodium intake also fell by 78 to 235 grams.

Sugar consumption was also lower among 
those who drank more water. Their sugar intake 
fell from 5 grams to nearly 18 grams and their 
daily cholesterol intake dropped up to 21 grams, 
according to the study.

Changing to chemical-free cos-
metics can quickly lower levels of 

hormone-disrupting chemicals in the 
bodies of teens, reports a new study. 
Chemicals widely used in personal 
care products, including in many fra-
grances, cosmetics, hair products, 
soaps and sunscreens, have been 
shown to interfere with the hormone 
system in animals.

Teen girls may be at particular risk 
since it is a time of rapid reproductive 
development, and research has 
suggested that they tend to use more 
personal care products per day than 
the average adult woman.

In the study, 100 teenaged girls 
shifted to using chemical-free cosmetics 
rather than their regular products. 
In analysis conducted just three days 

after the study began, the hormone-
disrupting chemicals in the girls’ urine 
fell between 27 and 45 percent.

According to the researchers, 
cosmetics and personal care products 
are not well-regulated in many 
countries and it is difficult to get data 
about their health effects. However, 
there is increasing evidence linking 
hormone-disrupting chemicals with 
behavioral problems, obesity and 
cancer cell growth, the researchers said.

“We know enough to be 
concerned about teen girls’ 
exposure to these chemicals. 
Sometimes it’s worth taking a 
precautionary approach, especially 
if there are easy changes people can 
make in the products they buy,” the 
team behind the study noted.

Chemical-free 
cosmetics safer for teens
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For many women, settling 
for one beauty product 

is just not their style. Women 
have many needs when it comes 
to their beauty routines, so 
they can’t limit themselves to 
one solution. This is especially 
true with their hair. With so 
many things working against 
it — humidity, hair dye, heat 
— women need to make sure 
their hair is getting the right 
nourishment. And, sometimes 
that means getting some 
goodness from more than 
one source. That means trying 
shampoo cocktailing. Find out 
why and how you should be 
doing it.
The ‘Why’: Every shampoo has a 
purpose, whether it be to clarify, 
moisturize, protect or simply 
nourish, each bottle offers a 
tailored benefit, and there is no 
reason you shouldn’t be reaping 
more than one of these positives. 
The mixing of shampoos is very 
good for your hair, especially 
if you wash your hair less 
frequently as you should, say, 
twice a week or so. Doubling up 
on your formulas allows you to 
maximize your lather and pack 
your hair with the ingredients 
it needs to stay healthy and 
manageable.
The “How”: Start with a 
clarifying shampoo that will 
thoroughly clean and freshen 
up your scalp and prep it for 
your targeted formula. It is 
best to really work it into your 
roots, as this is where you get 
a lot of product and oil build-
up. Once you have rinsed, work 
the next formula of your choice 
into your hair. This can be 
specially targeted to your hair’s 
specific needs (color-enhancing, 
moisturizing or anti-breakage). 

LIFESTYLE
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Shampoo
cocktailing

The beauty of makeup is that 
trends and looks are constantly 

evolving and challenging women to 
step outside of our comfort zone. The 
latest trend to captivate the interest 
of women is ombré makeup. The 
word “Ombre” is French and basically 
means shading or graduation. It refers 
to the graduation of color from darker 
to lighter. Creating Ombre eyes or lips 
is the easiest and most effective way 
to introduce an exciting effect into 
your makeup look. From ombré lips, 
to eyes and cheeks, find out why this 

blurred look is all the rage these days.
Two shades are better than one: 
The basis of ombré makeup is to create 
a one multi-dimensional look around 
two different colors. Whether it is 
on your lips, eyes or cheeks, layered 
makeup has a way of kicking your look 
up a notch or two. Ombré makeup is 
definitely a bold move, so it is a great 
option for an event where you want to 
be seen and remembered. 
You look like a makeup pro: Ombré 
finishes deliver a blurred color 
transition that looks incredibly high-
end and complex, even if it took less 
than a minute to apply. For example, 
an ombré blush is designed to deliver 
a subtle color transition that gives 
your cheeks a natural-yet-perfect 
flush.  So all that blending and buffing 

you put your cheeks through might 
finally come to an end.
It enhances your natural features:  
Believe it or not, ombré makeup 
(particularly in the lip department) 
can help enhance your features. It is 
like you are contouring with rainbow-
colored tones instead of neutral ones. 
When working with the lips, try an 
ombré look that combines a deeper 
shade on the outer portion of the 
mouth with a lighter shade on the 
inside. This will accentuate your lip 
shape and make your pout appear 
larger and fuller. Her is how you do it:
Step 1: Line your lips with a thick 
application of your darker lip shade 
(extend past the outer borders just 
a bit for super-full pout) and color in 
the inner corners of the mouth.

Step 2: Fill in the middle of your top and 
bottom lips with your lighter lip color.
Step 3: Blot a few times until the 
color transition from dark to light is 
seamless.

If you are not sure what lip colors 
to put together, get a product that 
does the color matching for you. 
Creates an artistic flair for your 
eyes: Contrasting colors on the 
lids makes for subtle drama and a 
fantastic vibrant effect. Moreover, 
two tones can enhance your lids in a 
way a single color can’t. For example, 
a copper eyeshadow brightens your 
eyes while a deep plum elongates 
them. Learn to master the two tone 
eye makeup technique to ensure your 
overall look is flawless with your eyes 
the center of beauty. 

Fantastic 'ombre' 
makeup trend

Focus on your shoulders: When 
picking out a coat or jacket, consider 
that XXL lapels have a broadening effect 
on your shoulders, and conversely slim 
the appearance of your waist. 

Not saying that you have to go 
full muppet on the sleeves, but any 
emphasis on your shoulders and 
arms will give your shoulders the 
impression of being wider. Look for 
jeweled embellishments, a tiny peaked 
shoulder, or even a contrast sleeve. 
Make sure the rest of the jacket is cut 

slim to your body’s shape.
Belt like a pro: The wider a belt, the 
more corset-like look it gives you. A 
shiny belt will make your waist look 
tiny, especially if you wear it with a more 
voluminous blouse that can flare out 
below the belt and puff up on top. 
Up the volume with your skirt:  A sort 
of birdcage-style skirt might be hard 
to find in stores now, but its cousins 
— the peplum, the paper-bag-waist 
skirt, and the full skirt — can provide a 
similar silhouette. It is possible to create 

the illusion of fuller hips with a flippy 
peplum or get into the shell-shape trend 
by choosing a shell-like skirt in a stiff 
material, with a more voluminous cut to 
get the appearance of a rounder shape.

If you need even more volume and 
can’t find the skirt to match your tastes, 
wear a fuller shorter skirt underneath a 
more structured one to give it a little lift.

Another subtle, sneaky way to give 
your hips the illusion of being fuller is 
to wear shirts with a gently scooping 
hemline that rises up high on the sides, 
and down longer in the front. Wear 
pants or a skirt that has a higher rise, so 
you’re not flashing skin between the top 
and bottom — that ruins the effect.

Finally, any skirt with some airy 
texture, whether via feathers, fringe, or 
embellishments, will give your bottom 
half more of a rounded shape. So don’t be 
afraid to test out your feminine wild side.
Play with shades of the rainbow: Take 
advantage of the colorblocking trend 
and look for a mix of clothing that draw 
the curves on for you. If you break up 
the top half of your body with one color, 
keep the middle slice another shade, and 
wear a different one on your bottom half 
(talking about pants, shoes, tights — the 
whole shebang), this method can often 
give your body an hourglass shape. Keep 
the center band in a darker color than on 
top and bottom for best results.

Fake an 
hourglass 
figure

With some clever styling tricks and purposeful shape-play, you can 
achieve that interesting curviness that all your favorite stars flaunt. 
While you might not be into wearing daytime silk fringe or bodycon 
dresses with thigh-high boots to live your life, these hourglass-achieving 
tips might come in handy the next time you want to accentuate (or just 

totally fake) a tiny waist and big hips.
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A report released last week of a 
serious vulnerability affecting 

HTTPS servers and other services 
using the SSL version 2 (SSLv2), 
raises concerns about possible 
attacks that could expose encrypted 
communications.

Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) is a 
standard security technology that 
establishes an encrypted link between 
a server and a browser.  An attack 
at this level could decrypt secure 
HTTPS communications, such as 
passwords or credit card numbers, 
within minutes. The flaw named 
DROWN, which stands for ‘Decrypting 
RSA with Obsolete and Weakened 
eNcryption’, affects some of the 
essential cryptographic protocols 
used in internet security.  Researchers 

behind the report estimate that more 
than 3.5 million HTTPS servers could 
be affected and victims could include 
anyone on the internet browsing the 
web, using email, shopping or sending 
instant messages. An attacker could 
strip encryption from the connection, 
allowing third parties to read the 
communication.

The team leading the investigation 

found that 38 percent of all HTTPS 
servers and 22 percent of those 
with browser-trusted certificates 
are vulnerable to the protocol-level 
attack. The attackers can gain any 
communication between users and 
the server, including usernames and 
passwords, credit card numbers, 
emails, instant messages and sensitive 
documents. Under some common 
scenarios, an attacker also can 
impersonate a secure website and 
intercept or change the content the 
user sees. 

Unfortunately, individual computer 
users cannot do anything on their 
end to prevent becoming victims, 
as the attack would be at the server 
and website level and would need 
intervention at those points.

DROWN is a serious attack, but it 
can be prevented quite easily using 
measures that were recommended 
to server operators and system 
administrators a long time ago, 
according to Yehuda Lindell, chief 
scientist at digital security firm 
Dyadic. He added that the proper 
response to the attack is to disable 
SSLv2 everywhere, which can be 
complicated, and to also ensure that 
your private keys are not shared with 
any servers that use SSLv2.

SSLv2 goes back to 1995. It had 
several flaws, which was the main 
reason SSLv3 was released in 1996. 
However, SSLv2 and SSLv3 were 
deprecated in 2011 and 2015 and should 
be disabled, regardless of the DROWN 
vulnerability. 

Tokelau is a name you probably would not 
even associate with a place, but this tiny 

Pacific island territory of New Zealand with 
an area of less than 10 square kilometer and 
a population of a little over 1,400 people, 
leads the world in terms of websites registered 
under its .tk domain. 

In the unique map of the world shown 
here and scaled to the most popular top-level 
domains, produced by UK domain registry 
Nominet, Tokelau’s overwhelming size just 
goes to show how total its dominance is. 
Tokelau is barely a dot in the Pacific Ocean on 
standard world maps, but here it becomes a 
huge area, dwarfing every other country on the 
planet, shrinking America, Canada, China and 
Russia into relative obscurity. 

With over 31 million websites registered 
under its domain suffix of .tk, Tokelau’s closest 

competitor is the world’s most populous 
country China, with a relatively smidgen of 
16.8 million registrations under the .cn suffix. 
The other three countries making up the top 
five country domain registrations are Germany 

(16 million on .de), the United Kingdom (10.6 
million for .uk and .co.uk) and the Netherlands 
(5.6 million for .nl).

On the other end of the scale the nation with 
the smallest number of domain registrations 

is the West African nation of Guinea-Bissau 
(.gw) with just two registrations. 

While .com is by far the most popular top-
level domain (123 million registrations) it is not 
attached to an individual nation. When it was 
introduced in 1985 it was intended for use by 
commercial organizations, but has since been 
opened up for general use.

The popularity of the .tk registration can 
be traced back to the fact that since the year 
2000, registration on the suffix has been free. 
Money from advertisements placed on unused 
sites with the .tk domain accounted for over 
$200,000 of the $1.2 million annual GDP of 
Tokelau in 2012.

More recently .ml (Mali), .cf (Central African 
Republic), .ga (Gabon) and .gq (Equatorial 
Guinea) have all opened themselves up to free 
registrations.

Map of country-based internet domain names 

Toyota introduces 
‘Project Blaid’ to 

assist visually impaired

Toyota Motors, a company associated with 
automobiles, recently introduced a concept 

for a piece of wearable technology that could help 
the visually impaired better navigate the world 
around them. 

Called ‘Project Blaid’, the mobility device would 
sit atop a wearer’s shoulders and use cameras to 
sense the layout of indoor spaces. Wearers would 
be able to ask the device about objects and areas 
in a room, the company said. The wearable tech 
would guide them using speakers or vibrations for 
prompts. 

In future, Toyota hopes to upgrade Project 
Blaid with mapping and facial-recognition 
technologies. The company also has been working 
on object identification and has gathered videos of 
common landmarks in order to help Project Blaid 
learn to identify unique structures and features.

Toyota has been collaborating with the blind 
and visually impaired community for more than 
four years in an effort to ensure that its work 
reflects diverse perspectives. “Our ultimate goal 
with this project is to develop a wearable device 
that helps people who are blind and visually 
impaired do more,” said a Toyota representative. 
“However, it’s an ongoing project that is still very 
much in development, so we are not releasing 
dates yet about the beta or market launch.”

The effort behind the wearable tech was 
inspired by the company’s resolve to push the 
“freedom of mobility to everyone,” he added.

Google’s new Destinations feature 
lets you plan trips right from 

its search engine on mobile, making 
it easier than ever to plan a trip or 
vacation by looking up destinations, 
complete with flight and hotels prices.

The service is only available on 
mobile — Google explained that 
oddity by saying it saw a 50 percent 
spike in travel-related questions 
on mobile devices last year — but, 
beyond convenience, it is intended to 
offer discovery, too. 

Destinations include activity 
suggestions, in the form of curated 
itineraries, for an initial 201 cities 
worldwide. So, if you want to visit a 

new place but are not 100 percent 
sure what to do there, Google hopes 
to give you some ideas and convince 
you to book that ticket. 

On the subject of bookings 
themselves, Google Destinations 
sends users to airline websites to 
complete their purchase, but it does 
offer some nifty features before that 
step. In addition to estimating the cost 
of a flight and hotel, it allows users 
to switch their travel dates to help 
show when prices are at their lowest, 
or the cost at a particular time of the 
year. There is also an ‘Explore’ tab to 
give you a snapshot of the weather at 
each destination, an important factor 

when planning a trip.
Google Destinations is initially 

available in the US and a handful of 
other countries. 

From our time using it, we found 
it to be quick and useful. It remains 

to be seen if people will pay for 
large ticket items spontaneously 
via their phone. If nothing else, 
Destinations is a far better way to 
fill five minutes of downtime on the 
bus than Candy Crush.

Over three million HTTPS servers vulnerable to DROWN

New Destination 
feature on Google




