
         15 - 21 May, 2016 www.timeskuwait.com   150 FilsIssue No 795 Established 1996

Building bridges of 
friendship over the ocean

11 6 ISSUES
Sadiq Khan’s 

Democratic Islam

LOCAL

Delays, disputes hit MidEast construction amid low oil prices 

2VIEWPOINT

Improving Governance 
in the Arab World

A recent survey of 100 Arab 
thought leaders conducted 

by the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace revealed 
a sweeping consensus about 
what underlies many of the 
region’s problems: a lack of 
good governance. Indeed, those 
polled emphasized domestic 
problems resulting from that 
failure – authoritarianism, 
corruption, outdated education 
systems, and unemployment 
– over regional concerns, 
including the threat of the self-
proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS) 
or interference by regional 
heavyweights or outside powers.

This is not new information. 
The Arab Spring uprisings 

brought to the fore the inadequacy of the region’s 
outdated social contracts in the face of current 
political and economic challenges. Yet Arab 
governments still seem not to have gotten the 
message. Five years after the uprisings erupted, Arab 
citizens have little – in some cases, 
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Capital projects and infrastructure 
in the Middle East have been 
greatly impacted by slowdowns and 

deferrals of government spending as a result 
of “lower for longer” oil prices, according to a 
new report by PwC.

PwC Middle East’s survey suggested that 
the slowdown is likely to continue for another 
12 months, based on responses from over 130 
owners and developers across the region.

It also indicated an increasing number 
of disputes owing to shrinking budgets and 
payment delays - 62 percent of respondents 
said they had been involved in a dispute 
recently or expect to be involved in one in 
the next year. “The capital projects and 
infrastructure sector finds itself bearing the 
full impact of ‘lower for longer’ oil prices... 
This is a significant contrast from our last 
survey when the industry grappled with 
capacity constraints driven by high volumes 
of spending and projects, now, it’s the 
opposite,” said Chris Scudamore, PwC capital 
projects services leader Middle East Region.

PwC said lower for longer oil prices are 
creating a squeeze on government funding, 
fuelling new methods of financing and 
delivery, such as PPPs. Respondents said 
that introducing new sources of finance 
could improve the efficiency of the delivery 
of projects, with 44 percent and 38 percent 
saying they think more projects would run on 
time and to budget respectively. “After the 
frantic pace of spending in the past few years, 
a slowdown in activity will give organisations 

the opportunity to prioritise projects and 
address internal issues,” added Scudamore.

“But given the increase in cancellations 
and delays, we also believe it creates an 
environment where we will see disagreements 
and disputes continue to rise.”The survey 
found that more than 60 percent of 

respondents think spending will fall this year, 
while 75 percent have already been impacted 
by funding constraints.

It also showed that attracting and 
retaining skilled resources is now one of the 
top three improvement priorities, up to 33 
percent from 26 percent in 2014.

Staff Report

The Indian Community School board 
resigned last week paving the way for an 

early solution to the ongoing crises that had 
gripped the Indian community after the board 
was dismissed by the sponsor last month.

The entire board of 22 members including 
council of elders tendered their resignation 
to the Indian ambassador H E Sunil Jain on 
Wednesday, resolving what could have been 
a long legal battle between the two sides. In 

their letter to the sponsor they thanked him 
for his valuable continuing service to the 
Indian community and claimed they had no 
intention to initiate any legal proceedings.

The board’s resignation, several of whom 
including the council of elders have overstayed 
their tenure gives the Indian ambassador and 
members of the community an opportunity to 
come together to create a new system of good 
governance and  avoid mistakes of the past. 
There is an urgent need to revamp the 
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ICSK board resigns, paves 
way for good governance

Kenneth Scheve and David Stasavage

Voters in the United States have shown 
their anger this year by turning out 

for anti-establishment candidates, both 

Democratic and Republican, in large numbers. 
One factor fueling voter unrest is evident: 
many ordinary Americans think that the deck 

is stacked against them. Indeed, when asked 
the question, “Do you think the US economic 
system generally favors the wealthy or is 
fair to most Americans?” a whopping 71% 
– including a majority of Republicans – said 
that the system favors the wealthy.

The tax system is a major source of this 
perception. When Americans are asked 
specifically about taxes, the same message 
emerges; a majority of voters (62%) believe 
that the US tax system favors the wealthy. 
In response to this growing resentment, 
both parties’ presidential candidates have 
promised to reestablish economic fairness 
and reform the tax system. The three most 
prominent anti-establishment candidates have 
proposed starkly different tax plans.  

Continued on Page 16

Rear Admiral Ravneet Singh and  Indian Ambassador H E Sunil Jain met with Kuwait's Deputy 
Premier and Minister of Defence Sheikh Khalid Al Jarrah Al Sabah and had fruitful discussions 
which included increasing military cooperation between the two sides. The Indian Naval fleet 
concluded their four day good will visit today. For details see Page 11

Indian officials discuss defence 
cooperation with Kuwait

Economic Fairness and 
America’s Presidential Election
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VIEWPOINT

Since the beginning of the 
year, the French government 

has been building support for an 
international conference to restart 
the Israel-Palestine peace process. 
France deserves applause for its 
brave effort to revive a process that 
has been going nowhere for the 
better part of a decade. But success 
will require more than courage. 
Any international bid to resolve the 
problem of Palestine depends on six 
factors.

The first is seriousness. When 
France first made its plans known 
in January, many dismissed the idea 
as little more than a diplomatic 
stunt. Palestinian officials were at 
first suspicious of the initiative. They 
feared that it would merely give the 
Israelis another photo opportunity: 
After the handshakes, ordinary 
Palestinians would continue to suffer 
under the occupation.

When it became clear that the 
French effort was in earnest, and a 
date was announced for preparatory 

If the French want this 
process to succeed, 
they must set out clear 
timelines, and a date 
by which the talks 
must yield results.

talks on May 30, the clear timelines encouraged 
Palestinian officials to sign up to the process. This good 
faith must continue no matter what obstacles arise.

The second key ingredient is multilateralism. Israel, the 
stronger party in the conflict, prefers bilateral talks, which put 
it in a better position to dictate terms. The weaker side in such 
talks does, of course, have a sort of power: the power to say no. 
But the exercise of that power usually comes at a high price.

The five permanent members of the United Nations 
Security Council plus Germany were able to work 
together to forge the Iranian nuclear deal. Similar success 
can be obtained in the Middle East only if all parties focus 
on finding a solution, and do not let the strong Israelis 
dictate to the weak Palestinians.

The third essential factor is a clear timetable. 
For Israelis and Palestinians, decades of open-
ended negotiations have produced little. If the 
French want this process to succeed, they must 
set out clear timelines, and a date by which the 
talks must yield results. After all, the outlines 
of what is required for a settlement are fairly 
well understood. What is missing is the will for 
peace. Once there is a deadline, procrastination 
can’t be part of the negotiating tactics.

And once a timeline is set, the price of 
failure must be made clear. This is a crucial 
fourth ingredient. Any negotiator knows that 
the parties to a conflict will be reluctant to 
make compromises unless there is a price to 
pay if the talks fail. When he first announced 
the French initiative, Laurent Fabius, France’s 
former foreign minister, said that if the talks 
break down, France will recognize Palestine 
(though his successor, Jean-Marc Ayrault, has 
backed away from this position, saying that 
recognition would not be automatic).

As a permanent UN Security Council 
member, France’s recognition of Palestine could 
be crucial. The pressure on Israel might become 
even greater if, by November or December, 
it became clear that it was not negotiating 
in good faith. US President Barack Obama’s 
administration, by that point in its final weeks, 
could then play a decisive role, by making the 
costs of intransigence clear to Israel.

The fifth condition for success is that justice 
must be seen to be done. Even if Israeli and 

Palestinian leaders can be persuaded to sign 
some kind of deal, it will not stand the test 
of time unless it is generally regarded as fair. 
Deals do require compromises, but no deal 
will stick if the compromises by one side seem 
so overwhelming that the resulting agreement 
is perceived as unjust.

There is considerable regional and 
international agreement on what would 
count as a just solution: an independent 
state of Palestine, roughly around the 1967 
borders, a resolution of the refugee problem, 
and an arrangement to share Jerusalem. 
Moreover, it is impossible for the negotiations 
to be seen as fair if Israel maintains its 
brutal occupation and continues to build 
settlements on Palestinian lands.

Finally, the success of the talks requires 
public support, which can be obtained only 
if the leaders genuinely give peace a chance. 
The average Palestinian – and Israeli, too – 
needs to believe that peace is possible. This 
means changes in Israeli military policy, travel 
restrictions, and political posturing, and an 
end to one-upmanship by both sides.

Pierre Vimont, the French special envoy, 
has been charged by his government with an 
enormous task, one that he cannot possibly 
accomplish on his own. He will need an 
earnest multilateral effort, clear timelines, 
a commitment to justice on all sides – and 
perhaps a miracle.

Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2016.
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operation systems and create a new more 
transparent process of governance that will be 
acceptable to all the stakeholders of the school. 
The sponsor has also supported the Indian 
embassy’s initiatives to bring about this change.

An interim committee of five members set up 
by the sponsor to review allegations of financial 
mismanagement will pursue their task and will 
continue with their investigations. 

Meanwhile several groupings of Indian 
associations had presented a memorandum 
last week to Indian ambassador seeking his 
intervention in the formation of a new adhoc 
board including a new constitution committee 
and a social and financial audit committee to 
ensure fair and impartial  investigations.

The Save ICSK Forum has also decided to 

make an online signature campaign related to 
the memorandum by several registered Indian 
associations so that Indian Ambassador is 
entrusted to act on behalf of the community. 
Thomas Mathew Kadavil, General Convenor 
of the Save ICSK Forum requested all Indian 
community members, parents, teachers and 
students to sign the memorandum online 
through the website designed for this purpose 
on www.saveicsk.com.

Indian ambassador along with the sponsor 
have assured that the welfare of the students 
and teaching staff is of top most priority and 
nothing will be done to disturb the functioning 
of the institution.

The school has been in operation for more 
than 57 years and is one of the largest and oldest 
Indian schools in the region with more 6800 
students in its four branches.

ICSK board resigns, paves 
way for good governance
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SPOTLIGHT

Ajay Mathur and Adair Turner

Why Renewables Are Not Enough
EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

At the United Nations in New 
York on April 22, world leaders 

ratified the global climate agreement 
reached in Paris last December. One 
hundred ninety-five countries, ranging 
from richest to poorest, have now 
agreed to limit global warming to 
well below 2°C above pre-industrial 
levels, with the goal of not exceeding 
1.5°C. They have also committed to 
“intended nationally determined 
contributions” (INDCs) to limit or 
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions by 
2030. This is a major achievement, but 
it is far from sufficient.

In fact, even if all INDC targets 
were achieved, the world would still 
be heading toward eventual warming 
of some 2.7-3.4°C above pre-industrial 
levels. To keep warming well below 
2°C, emissions in 2030 must be more 
than 30% below those envisaged in 
the INDCs.

This will be an enormous challenge, 
given the need for major strides in 
economic development over the 
same period. Before this century is 
over, we should seek to enable all the 
world’s people – probably more than 
ten billion by then – to achieve the 
standards of living currently enjoyed 
only by the wealthiest 10%. That 
will require a huge increase in energy 
consumption. The average African, for 
example, today uses about one-tenth 
of the energy used by the average 
European. But by 2050, we must 
reduce energy-related emissions by 
70% from 2010 levels, with further 
cuts needed to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2060.

Meeting those objectives will 
require both an improvement in 

energy productivity (the amount of 
income produced per unit of energy 
consumed) of at least 3% per year and 
the rapid decarbonization of energy 
supply, with the share of zero-carbon 
energy increasing by at least one 
percentage point each year.

This implies a massive acceleration 
of national efforts. Over the last 
decade, energy productivity has 
grown by only 0.7% annually, and 
the share of zero-carbon energy rose 
by only 0.1 percentage point per year. 
Moreover, even if the INDCs were fully 
implemented, these annual growth 
rates would reach only 1.8% and 0.4 
percentage points, respectively.

Impressive progress is already being 
made in one crucial area: electricity 
generation. Solar power costs have 
fallen 80% since 2008. In some places, 
new supply contracts have set prices 
as low as $0.06 per kilowatt hour, 
making solar power fully competitive 
with coal and natural gas.

Between now and 2030, the INDCs 
indicate that renewable-power 

capacity will grow four times faster 
than fossil-fuel capacity, with 70% 
of this new renewables investment in 
emerging and developing economies. 
That investment needs to be 
matched by accelerated progress 
in battery technology, or by other 
tools to match electricity demand 
to intermittent supply. But there is 
no doubt that, by mid-century, the 
world can build a cost-effective zero-
carbon electricity system.

And yet zero-carbon power, though 
hugely important, is insufficient, 
because electricity currently accounts 
for only 20% of global energy 
consumption. Broader changes to the 
global energy system are needed.

Road transport and aviation, which 
currently rely almost entirely on liquid 
fossil fuels, account for 30% of total 
energy consumption. Decarbonization 
of these activities will require either 
electrification or the use of hydrogen 
or biofuels. This is certainly feasible, 
but it will take time.

Heating buildings is another area 

where major changes are needed. 
Here, the more widespread use of 
zero-carbon electricity, instead of 
fossil-fuel-based energy, could have 
a major impact. But there are also 
important opportunities to design 
and construct buildings and cities 
that are substantially more energy-
efficient. With the world’s urban 
population expected to increase by 
2.5 billion by 2050, it is vital that we 
grasp them.

Energy use by heavy industry energy, 
however, presents challenges that 
are often ignored. Metals, chemicals, 
cement, and plastics are vital building 
blocks of the modern economy, and 
involve processes that cannot be 
easily electrified. Decarbonization 
may instead require the application 
of carbon capture and storage 
technologies, while newly designed 
building materials could reduce 
demand for carbon-intensive inputs.

Given these challenges, fossil 
fuels will undoubtedly play a role 
in transport and heavy industry for 

some time to come, even as their 
role in electricity generation declines. 
And, even in electricity generation, 
emerging economies’ INDCs imply 
significant new investments in coal 
or gas capacity. Taken together, the 
INDCs suggest that coal could still 
account for 35% of global electricity 
generation in 2030.

But that level of coal generation 
is likely to be incompatible with the 
below-2°C target. And, because coal- 
and gas-fired power stations last 50 
years or more, such investments raise 
the risk of either locking in emission 
levels incompatible with the climate 
target, or forcing major asset write-offs.

The challenge now is to find an 
economically sensible path that 
enables emerging economies to fulfill 
their growing energy needs, while 
ensuring that the world meets its 
climate objectives. It is technologically 
possible. But it will require action by 
many very different actors.

Governments have a vital role to 
play, but so, too, do incumbent fossil-
fuel-based energy companies and 
new-entrant companies deploying or 
developing new technologies. NGOs 
can help to identify required policies 
and hold governments and companies 
to account. Individual consumers 
are also important, because their 
behavior shapes energy demand.

Despite their varied backgrounds, 
economic interests, and points of 
view, all of these actors must engage 
in an informed debate that recognizes 
all of the complexities of the challenge 
ahead. The shared objective is clear: to 
build a low-carbon economy that can 
keep global temperatures well within 
2°C of pre-industrial levels, while 
delivering prosperity for a world of ten 
billion people or more.

Ajay Mathur, Director-General of 
the Energy and Resources Institute 
of India, is Co-Chair of the Energy 

Transitions Commission. Adair Turner, 
Chairman of the Institute for New 

Economic Thinking, is Co-Chair of the 
Energy Transitions Commission.
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even less – voice in running their countries’ 
affairs. Moreover, they depend on rentier 
economies that are unable to create enough 
jobs for their young, educated populations. And 
they face an alarming absence of the rule of law, 
leaving them with no assurances that they will 
be treated equally, regardless of gender, ethnic 
origin, or religion.

But poor governance today does not mean the 
Arab world is doomed to failure. Tunisia serves 
as a beacon of hope. After the 2011 revolution, 
it pursued a consensual, inclusive process to 
develop a new social contract that upholds all of 
its people’s individual and collective rights.

While Tunisia still faces serious economic 
and security problems, the national dialogue 
that the country has undertaken is the crucial 
first step toward resolving them. Other Arab 
societies now must undertake similar dialogues, 
with the ultimate goal of creating economies 
and institutions that meet their people’s needs.

History has taught us that such 
transformational processes take time. The long-
suppressed ideas and energies unleashed by 
events like the Arab Spring must mature before 
having their full effect on society.

Consider the uprisings in Europe in 1848, in 
which citizens protested against authoritarian, 
feudal systems and the lack of economic 
opportunity. By the end of that year, status quo 
forces managed to retake the reins of power, 
and the uprisings appeared to have been all but 
crushed. But something had changed. Taboos 
had been broken, and during the subsequent 
decades, technological advances enabled the 
spread of new ideas. It was not long before 
feudalism began to dissolve; liberal and 
democratic values gained traction; women 
secured greater rights; and economic systems 
emerged that could boost productivity, achieve 
high growth rates, and improve living standards.

A similar process is unfolding gradually in 
the Arab world, with citizens (especially young 
people) who lack trust in their governments 

seeking alternative sources of information and 
new ways to survive economically. This shift has 
so far gone largely unnoticed by governments, 
a reflection of just how disconnected they 
are from their own people. But it will soon 
be impossible to ignore. All of this comes at a 
time when another important development is 
underway: Oil-based rentier systems are rapidly 
diminishing, owing to the steep decline in energy 
prices over the last two years. In particular, 
Saudi Arabia has been forced to initiate a shift 
toward an economic model that emphasizes 
investment and productivity as the main drivers 
of economic growth. Other countries in the 
region will have to follow suit and reform their 
economic systems, or face the wrath of their 
increasingly disgruntled citizens.

One important element of economic-reform 
strategies will be technology. Already, 240 
million Arabs – largely young people – have 
access to the Internet through mobile phones; 
by 2020, it is estimated that all Arab youth will 
be connected. Technology is facilitating the 

creation and sharing of knowledge, in a region 
that has historically lagged in this area, and 
technology start-ups are on the rise.

This is not to say that technology is a 
panacea for the region. After all, ISIS is also 
using technology, but in a sinister way: to 
spread gruesome propaganda and recruit new 
members. But technology can speed up the 
Arab world’s social and economic progress, 
even as countries build a modern institutional 
framework capable of supporting it.

Nowadays, no country can evolve without 
developing effective and credible institutions, 
establishing a meaningful system of political 
checks and balances, and diffusing control 
over decision-making. These elements are vital 
to enable countries to offer their citizens an 
adequate quality of life.

In time, the Arab world will have them. While 
the international community is focused on ISIS 
or Iran’s destructive role in the Middle East, 
most Arabs are focused on improving their lives. 
Their governments should encourage them.

Improving Governance in the Arab World
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The man of the hour in the United 
Kingdom, if not in Europe, is 

obviously Sadiq Khan – Pakistani by 
origin, Muslim by faith, and newly 
elected Mayor of London.

There are several ways to look 
at Khan’s victory. One can repeat 
the litany of complaints that his 
Conservative opponent leveled 
against him, legitimately, throughout 
the campaign. There was Khan’s 
September 2004 meeting with 
Islamic radicals under the auspices 
of the pro-Palestinian organization 
Friends of Al-Aqsa. There was his 
2009 interview on Iranian television, 
in which he compared Britain's 
moderate Muslims to “Uncle Toms.” 

There were also his reported 
contacts with unsavory characters. 
One, Yasser al-Sirri, is the Egyptian 
author of a statement on Osama bin 
Laden’s “honorable death,” among 
other pearls. Another, Sajeel Abu 
Ibrahim, is a jihadist militant who likely 
trained others at a camp in Pakistan. 
And Yusuf al-Qaradawi is a Qatar-based 
theologian and Al Jazeera preacher 
who is affiliated with the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s most radical wing.

Another way to view Khan's 
election is to listen to what he has 
consistently said in response to 
accusations of closet extremism. 
He has explained that one does not 
always know in advance with whom 
one will share a stage. The interview 
on Iranian television was a mistake. 
Muslims wounded by his invocation 
in that interview of the subservient 
black slave in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 
US Civil War-era novel should accept 
his deepest apologies. As for al-
Qaradawi, everyone, however bad, 
has the right to a legal defense, and 
their relationship was always that of 
a lawyer and his client.

True? False? Is election as the first 
Muslim mayor of a European capital 

worth, if not a mass (as Henry IV 
said of Paris and his conversion to 
Roman Catholicism), then at least 
accommodation with the facts of 
life? It’s hard to know, but Khan 
certainly persists in saying so. The 
fact that he distances himself 
so emphatically from the same 
Islamist movement with which he 
has on occasion rubbed elbows, is, 
at worst, vice’s tribute to virtue. At 
best, it is a disavowal by the man 
he has become of the man he once 
was, a man who no longer exhibits 
any sign of complacency about his 
ambiguous past.

What is certain – and this is the 
third way of viewing the issue – is that 
Khan, while maintaining possibly 
dangerous contacts, simultaneously 
held a firm line on the principle that 
Islam is compatible with secular 
government. For Europe, that is a 
necessary principle. Moreover, he 
has never wavered on the critical 
questions of legal and practical 
equality for women or about 
expressing his dismay at the growing 
number of niqabs and hijabs now 
seen on London’s streets – which 

prevent people, he notes, from 
speaking face to face.

Likewise, Khan’s position in 
favor of gay marriage has earned 
him a fatwa for apostasy from the 

fearsome head imam of a Bradford 
mosque. One might say that no less 
could be expected from a Labour 

leader with a bright future in the 
country of Churchill. But one must 
still follow through, and it must 
be admitted that Khan has not 
yielded in these matters to the facile 
communitarianism common on the 
other side of the Channel.

Khan also is among those 
Labourites who have taken the 
loftiest position in the face of the 
wave of anti-Semitism sweeping 
through their party. A former Labour 
MP stigmatized the “nose” of British 
Jews over social networks. A current 
MP proposed to relocate Israel to 
the United States. The charismatic 
Ken Livingstone, London’s first 
elected mayor and one of Khan’s 
predecessors, compared Zionism 
to Nazism. And Jeremy Corbyn, the 
party’s leader, refused in a debate 
with Prime Minister David Cameron 
to disavow his “friends” in Hezbollah 
and Hamas.

The past few weeks have seemed 
like a contest to see who in Labour 
would go the farthest down the path 
of Islamo-leftism, which is, alas, a 
strong tendency within the European 
left and among Britain’s Labourites 

in particular. In the face of this 
British socialism of fools, which some 
portray as inoffensive support for the 
wretched of the earth in Palestine, 
Khan has had no trouble voicing 
strong condemnation. His stance was 
apparent in his insistence that his first 
act as mayor, on Sunday, May 8, would 
be to honor, alongside the chief rabbi 
of London and Israel’s ambassador 
to the UK, the memory of six million 
Jews murdered by the Nazis.

All of this is to say that, while 
we must of course remain watchful, 
Khan’s election can and should be 
seen as a clear victory of enlightened 
Islam against benighted, reactionary, 
and intolerant Islam. 

Michel Houellebecq’s prediction 
in his last novel, Submission, that 
France would elect a president from 
an Islamic party in 2022 has been 
inverted. What we are witnessing 
with the election of Khan is the 
submission not of democracy to 
Islam, but of Islam to democracy. 
That democracy – British democracy 
– should be proud not only to have 
welcomed Islam but also to have 
helped it reform.

Sadiq Khan’s Democratic Islam

Bernard-Henri Lévy
One of the founders of the “Nouveaux 
Philosophes” (New Philosophers) 
movement. His books include Left in 
Dark Times: A Stand Against the New 
Barbarism.

ISSUES

True? False? Is election as 
the first Muslim mayor 
of a European capital 
worth, if not a mass (as 
Henry IV said of Paris and 
his conversion to Roman 
Catholicism), then at least 
accommodation with the 
facts of life? It’s hard to 
know, but Khan certainly 
persists in saying so.
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High cost of living and the recent surge in 
the cost of public services have sparked 

growing discontent amongst Ivorians.
A part of the population is accusing president 

Ouattara for not having done enough to protect 
the consumers from the situation.

The IMF however predicted the country’s 
economy would grow 8.5% this year, down 
slightly from 8.6 percent in 2015. While inflation 
is expected to remain low, the price of basic 
commodities is said to be on a steady rise.

The president of the consumer association is 
calling for taxes to be lowered.

“We cannot fight against high cost of living by 
taxing people that can only produce a negative 

effect, so the government has its role to play. 
Taxes need to be reviewed and lowered, we pay 
too much tax,” said Jean Baptiste Koffi, leader of 
Ivory Coast Consumers Union.

In a speech on May 1 this year, Ouattara 
publicly acknowledged the rising cost of living 
and promised solutions. “I have always been 
concerned with the living conditions of all my 
fellow citizens, whatever political position 
they may hold. That has always been my main 
agenda. Increasing consumers buying power 
and the fight against the high cost of living are 
constant worries for many. I have heard your 
complaints in the face of rising food prices and 
the rise in utility bills,” he said.

A group of six young bloggers 
and app developers in Kenya 

have created a website for university 
and college students to boost their 
social networking experience and to 
showcase their talents and skills. The 
site is Vibecampo and it also has a 
mobile app.

VibeCampo is a social media 
networking platform for young 
Kenyans between the ages of 18 and 
35 years, using a common ground of 
campus membership.

It was launched in May 2014, after 
reaching the first user base target of 
1000. Under the leadership of Brian 
Nyagol, lead developer and CEO, 
VibeCampo now has thousands of 
students from various institutions in 
Kenya as members. The site is geared 
towards creating an information 

resource where students and 
ultimately alumni can discuss matters 
trending on campus and in society in 
a free and frenzy environment, with 
people of the same mind. The platform 
also brings university and college 
students together, to be able to push a 
given cause and foster communication 
and friendship.

According to the lead developer 
of the site, Brian Nyagol, the site will 
cater to the networking needs of 
youths in training institutions. The site 
will in turn reward them for the time 
spent online.

“One thing that we are trying to 
do to the users is that we understand 
that the youths spends a lot of time 
online and most of the time they do 
not engage in creative acts that can 
change their lives. So we are trying to 

at least get a return on the time they 
spend online by ensuring they are able 
to access the internet continuously in 
our basic interphase,” said Nyagol.

With an upsurge in the number of 

blogs in Kenya, Nyagol and his team 
have provided a platform for upcoming 
bloggers to post their pieces to get a 
wider readership.

The site also has a platform that 

takes care of Post-University and 
college students. It has joint alumni 
communities, where those out of 
school share ideas with those back 
on campus. They also share and 
provide opportunities as well as 
mentor the juniors. The developers 
are looking forward to collaborate 
with organizations to be able to 
provide relevant information on 
job opportunities, graduate trainee 
programmes and recruitment 
drives for many graduates and 
postgraduates.

VibeCampo which started at the 
Moi University in Kenya, is making 
tremendous inroads in the field of 
social interaction. The developers of 
the application say they are targeting 
the global university community with 
their product.

AFRICA

Kenya: ‘Vibecampo’ could be the next big social network

South Africa’s unemployment rate rose to 
26.7 percent in the first quarter of this year 

from 24.5 percent in the fourth quarter of 2015, 
data from the statistics office showed recently.

In its quarterly labour force survey which 
polls households, Statistics South Africa said 
this amounted to 5.7 million people without 
jobs in the first quarter compared with 5.2 
million previously. “The economic climate is not 
helping,” Statistician-General Pali Lehohla said, 
referring to an economy still struggling to grow 
after a 2008/09 recession slashed about a million 
jobs. The unemployment rate is expected to edge 
up to 25.3 percent in the first quarter.

South Africa’s economy is shedding jobs as 
companies struggle to operate in the low growth 
environment while more people are entering the 

labour market to look for jobs. This, along with 
the fact that more people became of working 
age and started looking for jobs contributed to a 
higher unemployment rate.

“Following employment gains in seven 
consecutive quarters, second quarter of 2014 
to the fourth quarter of 2015, the number of 
employed people decreased by 355,000 in the 
first quarter of 2016,” Statistics South Africa said. 
“The decrease in the first quarter of 2016 is the 
largest decrease since 2010.”

The statistics office said South Africa’s 
working-age population increased by 159,000 to 
36.4 million between the two quarters.

South Africa’s economy is struggling to grow 
and the IMF is predicting that GDP will increase 
by 0.6% this year.

5.7 million without jobs in 
South Africa as of March 2016

Woman journalists across Africa are being 
invited to join a network which aims to 

achieve better coverage of initiatives led by women 
and children and of the issues that affect them.

The ‘Women in Media Network’ is the brainchild 
of the civil society trust formed by Graça Machel, 
the advocate for women’s and children’s rights, 
former Mozambican cabinet minister and leader 
of United Nations initiatives on development and 
the effects of armed conflict on children.

Announcing the network, Mrs. Machel said: 
“We need to give more space in media for 
women to tell their own stories in their own 
way and to include the views expressed by the 
children of Africa.”

Initially 30 to 40 women from countries in East, 
West, Central and Southern Africa will be invited 
to join the network. The trust said it had identified 
women ‘considered to be media influencers in their 
own right and enjoy a large social and traditional 
media footprint and legacy’ as inaugural members.

The network’s advisory board is co-chaired 
by Susan Makore, CEO of AB Communications in 
Zimbabwe, and Bronwyn Nielsen, Editor-in-Chief 
of CNBC Africa. Other media groups represented 
on the board include East Africa’s Nation Group, 

IRIN and Fraternité Matin of Cote d’Ivoire.
“Women and children’s issues have tended to 

make headlines more as victims that are helpless, 
abused and exploited,” said Ms. Makore. “Yet 
women and children have over time been capable 
of so much more, having overcome many obstacles 
and excelled in many sectors of the economy and 
society. Their amazing stories need to find more 
expression in our media.”

The new network is the latest of a number 
established by the Graça Machel Trust. Others are 
focused on building the role of women in African 
economies and include networks of women in 
business and agriculture.

Network aims to promote
African women as ‘Gamechangers’

Ivorians bemoan high 
living costs and utility bills
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Our skin is home to a large number 
of bacteria, fungi, and viruses, 
and each of us have a unique 
fingerprint of our particular mix 
of microbial communities that is 
defined by its genetic makeup or 
microbiome. 

New research now shows that 
despite regular cleaning and 

contact with microbe-contaminated 
objects, our personal skin microbiome 
remains surprisingly stable over time.

Writing in the journal Cell, 
researchers from the National 
Human Genome Research Institute 
(NHGRI) and the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) - both in Bethesda, MD 
- suggest their findings should help us 
better understand how skin diseases 
develop.While most of the microbes 
that live on our skin are friendly and 
cause no harm, some have been 

linked to skin disorders, such as acne, 
eczema, and psoriasis.

Studies of the more harmful skin 
microbes have helped understand, for 
example, why eczema tends to affect 
moist areas such as skin in the bends 
of the arms and legs, while psoriasis 
tends to appear on the outside, more 
exposed parts of elbows and knees.

Researchers have found that 
skin microbial communities remain 
remarkably stable over time, despite 
coming into regular and frequent 
contact with other sources of 
bacteria, fungi, and viruses, including 
other people, clothing, surfaces, and 
bacteria-laden objects.

Researchers analyzed the genetic 
makeup of microbes in skin samples 
taken from 12 healthy volunteers at 
three successive intervals, ranging 
from one month to two years apart. 
The samples came from 17 sites on 
the body and the approach used for 

analysis was ‘metagenomic shotgun 
sequencing.’ In their paper, senior study 
authors Dr. Julie Segre, of the NHGRI, 
and Dr. Heidi Kong, of the NCI note 
how they found ‘an individual's short- 
and long-term community similarity 
significantly exceeded similarity 
between individuals,’ and that these 
findings are similar to ‘observations in 
gut and other communities.’

However, they also found that the 
stability of the microbial communities 
varied from person to person, and 
to different extents with different 
strains. For example, oily sites - such 
as on the back and in the tube that 
runs from the outer ear to the middle 
ear - showed the least variation over 
time, as did highly exposed and dry 
sites, such as the palms. But on skin 

areas with a much larger range of 
different microbes, such as the feet 
and moist sites, the researchers found 
the microbial fingerprint was much 
less stable over time. They suggest 
this could be because of the influence 
of personal hygiene or because the 
sites are exposed to more variable 
environments.

There are possibilities for future 
studies which would include patients 
with eczema and skin disorders that 
arise because parts of the body’s 
immune system are missing. These 
studies can use the knowledge of the 
relative stability of the skin microbial 
communities in healthy adults to 
understand how various exposures 
or disease state may alter these skin 
microbes. For instance, researchers 
can study acne patients to find out 
if specific strains of skin microbes 
flourish during flare-ups or change 
when patients take antibiotics.

Skin bacteria do not change much, despite regular washing

Gene therapy 
reverses sight loss

A genetic therapy has improved the vision of patients 
who would otherwise have gone blind. A clinical study 

by British scientists has shown that the improvement is 
long-lasting and so the therapy is suitable to be offered 
as a treatment. The researchers will apply for approval 
to begin trials 
to treat more 
common forms 
of blindness next 
year. The therapy 
involves injecting 
a working copy 
of the gene into 
the back of the 
eyes to help cells 
regenerate. The results of the therapy, published in the 
New England Journal of Medicine, have been tried out 
on 14 patients in the UK and 18 in the US, Canada and 
Germany over the past four and a half years.

A team at Oxford University is treating a rare 
disorder called choroideremia. The disorder affects 
young men whose light-detecting cells in the backs 
of their eyes are dying because they have inherited a 
faulty gene.Until now, there has been no treatment 
and they gradually become blind.

The researchers found that not only does the 
treatment halt the disease; it revives some of the 
dying cells and improves the patient’s vision, in some 
cases markedly. 

The study also indicates that the treatment is long-
lasting. The first patient received the therapy four 
and a half years ago and his treated eye has shown 
no drop-off in vision. Indeed, there are still slight 
improvements in his vision in that eye.

If the next phase of larger trials goes as planned, 
a gene therapy for choroideremia will be licensed in 
three years.

If you have been working out and yet 
the scale is creeping up, then you may 

want to blame your obese roommate. A 
new study has revealed that obesity can be 
contagious.

According to the research from the 
Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, gut 
bacteria from overweight people spreads to 
slimmer people.

Scientists believe gut bacteria can lie 
dormant in spores for long periods of time, 
through a form of bacterial hibernation. 
This means that the bacteria can survive 

outside the body and potentially transfer 
between people through ingestion.

It is estimated that around two per cent 
of a person’s body weight is linked to bacteria 

as it can disrupt a person’s gut microbiome. 
In addition to obesity, the research could 
aid understanding of a variety of conditions 
including Inflammatory Bowel Disease, 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome and allergies.

Researcher Dr. Sam Forster said: “The 
extensive database of genomes we have 
generated from these bacteria is also 
essential for studying which bacteria 
are present or absent in people with 
gastrointestinal conditions. Now we can 
start to design mixtures of therapeutics 
candidates for use in these diseases.”

Obesity can actually be ‘contagious’: study

Climate change may be accelerating rates 
of chronic kidney disease caused by 

dehydration and heat stress, according to a 
new study.

The findings suggest that a condition 
called heat stress nephropathy may represent 
a disease of neglected populations, but one 
that may emerge as a major cause of poor 
kidney health in the near future, researchers 
said.

Over the next century, climate change 
and resulting water shortages are likely 
to affect a wide variety of health issues 
related to dehydration and heat stress - with 
risks increasing for cognitive dysfunction, 
malnutrition, water-borne infectious 
diseases, chronic kidney disease and other 
conditions.

A team led by Richard Johnson, Jay Lemery 
from the University of Colorado School of 
Medicine in the US and Jason Glaser from the 
La Isla Foundation in Nicaragua sought to 
describe reports of heat stress nephropathy - 
or chronic kidney disease consistent with heat 
stress - that are already occurring throughout 
the world.

They found that chronic kidney disease 
that is not associated with traditional risk 
factors appears to be increasing in rural hot 
communities as worldwide temperature 
progressively rises.

They believe the risk for heat stress 
nephropathy has increased due to global 
warming and an increase in extreme heat 
waves, and it is having a disproportionate 
impact on vulnerable populations, such as 
agricultural workers.

Decreasing precipitation exacerbates 
this epidemic by reducing the water supply 
and water quality as temperatures climbs, 
researchers said.

They recommend that governments 
and scientists work together to conduct 
epidemiological and clinical studies to 
document the presence of these epidemics 
and their magnitude. Interventions are also 
needed to improve worksite conditions and 
ensure adequate hydration.

Global warming may up chronic kidney disease
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Created from a vision to bring the 
Lebanese way of life in the form 

of a restaurant, Semsom’s menu is 
both daring and traditional. From the 
modern décor that blends old with 
new and photos from Lebanon above 
the bar, to the outside seating with 
large cushioned chairs to enjoy the 
outdoor freshness, everywhere is a 
perfect spot to enjoy their delectable 
menu. Indulge in the Lebanese 
love for eggplant with a delicious 

eggplant sweet and sour, made with 
raisins and sprinkled with sesame 
seeds, or stick to the traditional 
with their baba ghannouj. All of 
the starters at Semsom lead to the 
main event: saj (a flatbread) platters 
with marinated chicken and steak, a 
special chicken with coriander and 
garlic or a variation of grilled meats, 
and an array of dough based oven 
baked dishes like kafta, lahm b’ajin 
and zaatar.

   D I N I N G  I N  K U W A I T
For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 

http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at dining@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

FOOD

Semsom

Stone Grill

Dar Al-Awadhi complex, Sharq. Call 2232 2230. 

Stone Grill, Salmiya. Call 2572 0848/2572 0949

Arabella in Al Bida’a. Call 6002 2150 

Popular dish: Grilled meat accompanied with cooked vegetables

Popular dish: Stonegrill steak, prime aged eye fillet, sirloin or rib eye.

W alking into Stone Grill, 
one cannot help but be 

mesmerized by the lounging area; 
dimly lit and cozy, the deep red 
couches offset by the dark brown 
leather walls. Flipping through 
the menu, you will be pleasantly 
surprised to discover that they 
have much more to offer than just 
meats for grilling. Your choice 

of meat will arrive at your table 
raw, along with a stone block 
heated to 400ºC. If you like your 
meat well done, you can place 
the entire steak on the stone 
and allow it to cook through and 
through; otherwise, once on the 
stone, start cutting through the 
meat until it reaches just the right 
shade of pink. 

La Brasa

Popular dish: Milanesa Napolitana, beef brisket panne covered with 
mozzarella cheese, tomato sauce and oregano, accompanied by French fries.

Located on the basement floor of 
the Dar Al-Awadhi complex in 

Sharq, this Argentinean steakhouse is 
born out of passion. What first began 
as a zealous hobby for Argentineans 
Gustavo and Silvia Ferrari eventually 
evolved into a fully-fledged parrilla or 

grill. The hardwood tables, brimming 
with silver cutlery and the deep red 
hues of the napkins mentally prepare 
you for a delicious meaty feast. La 
Brasa’s Argentinean Chef, Americo 
Albornoz, will personally see to every 
little detail pertaining to your meal.

Tip
s

Moisturize dried coconut by 
adding a sprinkle of milk and 
letting it sit for 10 minutes.

Peel tomatoes with ease! Cut an 
X in the top, and then simmer in 

a pot of hot water for 15 to 30 
seconds. Cool down and the skin 

will fall right off.

To create an egg wash, whisk 
together a large egg with one 

tablespoon of water until 
smooth. Use as a glue to seal 

pastries, then brush on top for 
a glossy appearance.

Use canned tomatoes: 
Although it may sound 
unusual, canned tomatoes 
are the surprising hero of 
a good restaurant-style 
salsa. This is because 
canned tomatoes are much 
more economical than 
fresh tomatoes, for both 
restaurants and home cooks 
and are also of better quality 
and better tasting than 
the specimens found in the 
produce section. They have an 
intense, almost concentrated 

tomato flavor that goes well with fresh jalapeños, cilantro, 
and a squeeze of lime juice. Plus, they break down into a 
saucy consistency which goes well as a party dip. 

Selecting your canned tomatoes: The preferable 
tomatoes to buy are whole canned tomoates as they 
tend to easily break down to the 
saucy stage in the blender. Diced 
tomatoes are a good option as 
well. Read the labels carefully and 
avoid any tomatoes with added 
seasonings. 

Salsa the way you like it: You can 
prepare your salsa any way you like 
it. You can make a chunky salsa by 
pulsing the blender a few times, or leave it running until 
the salsa is as smooth as you like it. For a thicker texture, 
you can also drain the tomatoes before blending.

Blend, then chill: The recipe that 
will follow will taste better if left to 
chill for at least 30 minutes before 
serving. This gives the flavors time 
to mingle and mellow. Fresh-made 
salsa is good, but the salsa you 
serve a little while later will be even 
better.

Salsa 

                                                     in a blender

Prepare
your

If you are the one who always winds up finishing the last of the salsa when you are out with friends, then 
this recipe is for you. It is not fancy or by any means gourmet, but it forms a great dip for your crispy chips. 
So follow the given steps and award yourself with a restaurant style salsa at home.

Combination: Combine one can whole peeled 
tomatoes with their juice, one cup cilantro, roughly 
chopped half small red onion, two roughly chopped 
jalapeños with white membranes removed, two 
cloves of roughly chopped garlic, two tablespoons of 
lime juice and half teaspoon salt in a  blender or food 
processor. Stir with a spatula 
to mix the ingredients 
together and be sure they 
blend evenly. 

Pulse until the salsa is as 
chunky or smooth as you 
like it: Use 1-second pulses 
to mix the salsa. Scrape 
down the sides as needed or 
stir the salsa with a spatula if 
there are large pieces not making it to the blade at the 
bottom.

Taste and adjust the seasonings: Give the salsa a 
taste. Stir in more lime juice or salt with a spatula, if 
needed. Further blending will purée the salsa further, 
so it is best to stir by hand.

Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes, or up to a week: 
Give the salsa at least 30 minutes to let the flavors 
combine and mellow, or store it for up to a week. This 
salsa can also be frozen for up to three months.

• You can also make this salsa in a food processor. 
Scrape down the sides as needed and pulse until 
the salsa is as chunky or smooth as you like it.

• To prepare small batch salsa, cut the recipe in half 
and use just one can of tomatoes.

• For variations, blend in a chipotle pepper or roasted 
poblano, or 1/2 teaspoon of your favorite spice mix.

PREPARATION

SALSA TIPS
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LuLu Hypermarket, the leading 
hypermarket chain in the 

region, launched their annual LuLu 
Mango Fest 2016 at their Qurain 
outlet on 11 May at 7pm. The 
festival, running from 11 to 21 May, 
was inaugurated by Sheikha Naima Al 
- Ahmed Al- Jaber Al-Sabah.

The supermarket decor will 
represent the theme of the mango 

celebration with the main highlight 
being an attractive mango forest and 
a colourful truck filled with mangoes.

The promotion, which is common 
for all LuLu outlets, is offering more 
than 50 varieties of mangoes from 
eight countries - India, Malaysia, 
Kenya, Thailand, Uganda, Sri Lanka, 
Brazil, and USA. The special varieties 
include the popular and exotic kinds 

such as Alphonso (India), Kesar 
(India), Daseri (India),  Rajapuri 
(India), Mango Round (Kenya), 
Green Sweet Mango (Thailand), 
Tommy Atkins (Brazil) and Waterlilly 
(Malaysia). Tantalize your taste buds 
with the sweetest taste of mangoes 
to be purchased at special prices 
during the festival. 

The LuLu Mango Fest 2016 is 
an incredible venture by LuLu 
Hypermarket to draw in customers 
with a lively campaign, where they 
will get a chance to discover varieties 
of mangoes at reasonable prices.

LuLu Hypermarket has 
consistently branded itself as the 
company that meets customers’ 
expectations for quality products at 

competitive prices. The hypermarket 
presents a unique shopping 
experience through attractive 

customer oriented campaigns that 
help garner shoppers’ interest and 
increase support for the brand.

LOCAL

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

Organizers of The Gym Team 
announced that a Zumba 

master class will take center 
stage on 27 May at Failaka Hall of 
Radisson Blu to help raise funds 
for the Philippine Assistant to the 
Nationals Unit shelter in Hateen, to 
donate cribs for newly born babies 
currently housed in the shelter. 

The class is held under the 
patronage of Ida Pellaud, spouse of 
the General Manager of Radisson 
Blu Kuwait, Philippe Pellaud and 
will feature four Filipino Zumba 
instructors: Blanche Bravo of Holiday 
Inn Hotel , Stella Munch of Mabroor 
Gym, Janice Capili of Pilates and More 
and Helen Rahi of Marina Hotel, 

and a guest trainer from Colombia, 
Alexander Romero. Registration will 
commence at 8:30am followed by a 
brief introduction. Warm up will be 
led by Ricky Laxa, Fitness instructor 
Communication Associate of Viking 

Club Radisson Blu Hotel. The two 
hour class is divided into three 
parts. Each Filipino presenter is 
expected to deliver three Zumba 
numbers and the other half of the 
class will feature Romero on stage. 

The Gym Team announces Zumba master class for a cause

LuLu Hypermarket launches Mango Fest 2016

Kuwait Wayanad Association 
(KWA) formed a seven 

members Ad-hoc Committee for 
establishing Vanitha Vedhi for 
KWA. The formation was proposed 
and initiated by the women 

members while the KWA picnic 
conducted in Kabd on 28 and 29 
April. While addressing the newly 
formed committee members, KWA 
Patron Babuji Bathery reminded the 
importance of women in society 
and her major role in mentoring 

and guiding the society in the right 
way with love and care. 

President Remsy John updated 
them their role of meeting the 
women members, setting goals 
for 2016 and also welcomed for 

participation in all KWA 
activities. 

The Office Bearers of 
Vanitha Vedhi Ad-hoc 
Committee are: Shahida 
Latheef, Convener; 
Shanty Manadavady, 
Joint Convener; Deepa 

Kalpetta, Finance Convener.
The Vanitha Vedi zonal 

committee members are: Tajuddin 
Rauf, Salmiya; Sheeja Saji, 
Abbassiya; Sindhu Ajesh, Mangaf/ 
Fahaheel and Rathna Sukumaran, 
Farwania.

KWA forms Vanitha Vedhi committee
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Writing for children at DAI
Writing for Children, a program 
for 8 - 12 year olds will be held at 
the Yarmouk Cultural Centre on 
Thursdays from 3:30 – 4:30 pm. 
The program is open to all and is 
free of cost. For more information 
and registration, send your 
child’s name and age to: info@
darmuseum.org.kw.

n n n n n n n n n n

Free fitness classes

Zumba, Masala Bhangra workout, 
aerobics, toning and many more 
free classes will be held at B.FIT 
studio in Salmiya. To register: Call, 
65077062.

n n n n n n n n n n

NYF offers free yoga 
classes
Free yoga, breathing, meditation 
and reiki classes will be held by an 
experienced female yoga teacher 
for all age groups. Classes are 
assigned on the basis of different 
health problems, stress and other 
problems by different techniques. 
For more information: Call, 
99315825.
n n n n n n n n n n

Free drum classes
For those interested in drums, free 
drum music classes are being held 
in Salmiya for all age groups, from 
beginners to advanced, by a well-
experienced drum teacher. For 
more information: Call, 94974295.

18  MAY

Under the patronage of Italian 
Embassy in Kuwait, an Italian concert 
with orchestra will be held at the 
Salmiya Theater, from 8pm to 9:30pm. 
The concert will feature more than 27 
musicians which include the famous, 
Diego Basso, Music Conductor, 
Francesco Grollo, Singer, Barbara 
Lorenzato, Singer and Francesco 
Sartori, Pianist. The concert is free and 
open to all.

19  MAY

Indian Badminton Association Kuwait 
will be hosting its premier badminton 
tournament, Summer Smash 2016, on 19 
May from 6pm and 20 May, from 9pm 
at the IBAK gym, Salwa. The categories 
include, open singles, flight 1 – men’s 
doubles, flight 2 – men’s doubles, ladies 
doubles and beginners. The last date 
for registration is 16 may. For more 
information and to register: Contact, 
Mr. Gangadharan at 66162867 or email, 
gangadharan72@yahoo.com.

20  MAY

Pakistan Sports Association Kuwait 
will be hosting the Table Tennis 
Championship – 2016. Further details 
will be notified after registration, the 
last date of which is 15 May. For more 
information and registration: Call, 
99442640 - 66369338 – 97519004

31  MAY

Crochet workshop
Little moms group, will be holding a 
crochet workshop, presented by Ms. 
Rene on 31 May and 1 June, at Al Zahra, 
Building 8, Street 806, House 221, from 
10am to 12pm. The event is for girls 
aged 12 and above with basic skills in 
crochet. The fees for the workshop 
is KD 40. For more information: Call, 
97795831

02  JUNE

Abdulwahab AlFailakwi, a Kuwaiti 
illusionist who delights his audiences 
with his unbelievable illusions and 
charming stories will be performing 
the biggest illusion show for the 
first time in the GCC, in Kuwait on 2 
and 3 June, at the AlHmily Theatre, 
Jabriya, from 6pm to 7:30pm. Prior 
reservation is required to attend the 
show. To reserve your seats: Visit, 
www.eventat.com

21  MAY

Character design workshop
Learn design fundamentals, 
sketchbook drawing tools and 
techniques to guide you on your 
creative way at a character design 
workshop by Thuraya Lynn at the 
Visual Therapy Gallery, from 11am to 
2pm. The workshop will include live 
demos and a chance to create drawings 
and personalized instructions. The fees 
for the workshop are KD 35 and all 
work materials will be supplied at the 
workshop. Seats are limited. To register: 
Email, contact@visualtherapyonline.
com or call 99660509.

23  MAY

Music Festival
As part of the annual music festival, 
LAPA along with National Council 
for Culture, Arts and Letters will 
be hosting, ‘The Light Within’. The 
event will be held at the Abdulhusain 
Abdulreda Theater, Salmiya, from 
7:30pm. The event will feature a 
folkore blend between the Armenian 
and the Arab cultures. The event is 
free of charge but it requires previous 
registration. For more information: 
Call, 99366657

24  MAY

Food and pots Ramadan expo
A leading trade fair for the food and 
agricultural industry in Kuwait, will 
be held at the Kuwait International 
Fair Ground, from 24 May to 6 June. 
The main objective of this exhibition 
is sustainable development which 
can provide natural resources to the 
public. For more information: Call, 
253871009 or Email,  info@kif.net or 
visit, www.kif.net 

25  MAY

The ABBA Sing - Along
Ahmadi Music Group and the Messila 
Beach Blues Band will be holding the 
ABBA Sing-Along, from 25 to 27 May, at 
7pm at the Mishref theatre. This concert 
is for the members of Friends of Ahmadi 
Music Group. Membership can be bought 
by making a donation through the 
ticketing process. For more information 
and to get your membership: Visit, 
https://www.ahmadimusicgroup.com/ 
or call, 66184192

Indian Embassy in association 
with Heartfulness Meditation 

organized a meditation session at 
the Embassy auditorium on 6 May.  
The event was organized as a run 
up to the main event before the 
2nd International Yoga Day 2016 
celebrations on 24 June. 

The session started with a 

brief introduction to Heartfulness 
meditation by their country organizer, 
Balaji Srinivasan, which was followed 
by a practical session of Heartfulness 
Relaxation Technique. 

The event on 24 June will be held 
at the Embassy Auditorium, starting 
6am. All those interested can register 
at the Embassy website.

Indian Embassy organizes
meditation session

Prominent association in Kuwait, 
OICC (Overseas Indian Cultural 

Congress)-Ernakulam District 
conducted a Medical Camp for its 
members and other registrants at 
Al Nahil Int’l Clinic, Div. Of Shifa Al 
Jazeera Medical Group.

The formal inauguration 
was graced by the presence of 
prominent personalities from the 
Keralite Community in Kuwait. 
Around 300 people made use of 
the free checkup facilities that 
were provided by Dr. Unnikrishnan 

Nayanar (ENT specialist and medical 
director - Al Nahil) along with a 
crew that comprised of Dr. Pethuru 
Devadason (GP), Dr. Lingaiah 
Miryala (Internal Medicine), Dr. 
Sanjeev Prasad (Ophthalmologist), 
and Dr. Saud Rahman (Dentist).

Mr. Abdul Aziz – General 
Manager, Al Nahil Int’l Clinic 
guaranteed that their services 
would be available to the expatriate 
community at affordable charges 
without compromising on the 
quality. 

Indian Frontliners association, Kuwait donated a television to Uma Children’s 
Home, one of the most famous child orphanages in Tamil Nadu’s Karur 

District. Indrakumar Raju, Chejerla Indirani Charitable Trust, Kuwait one of IFL’s 
well wisher also provided them with financial help.

Indian Frontliners Kuwait offer 
help to an orphanage in India

OICC conducts free medical 
camp at Al Nahil Int’l Clinic
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Three Indian naval ships, 
INS Delhi, INS Deepak, and 
INS Tarkash,  successfully 

concluded their four-day goodwill 
visit to Kuwait on Sunday and look 
forward to sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding to strengthen the 
defence cooperation between the two 
countries.

Speaking to the members of 
the media onboard INS Delhi, Rear 
Admiral Ravneet Singh, expressed his 
appreciation at the meeting that took 
place with the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Defence Minister Sheikh Khalid Al 
Jarrah Al-Sabah and was optimistic that 
future closer cooperation between the 
two countries will take place.

The meeting was also attended by 
Indian Ambassador H E Sunil Jain, the 
captains of the three ships, the Chief 
of General Staff and Deputy Chief of 
General Staff of Kuwait Armed Forces, 
and the Commander of Kuwait Naval 
Forces. Various issues on regional 
security were discussed including 
expanding defense cooperation. 
Indian Ambassador Sunil Jain said that 
a proposed MoU between the two 
countries could serve as an umbrella 
suiting the interests of both countries.  
India and Kuwait are currently 
members of the Indian Ocean Naval 
Symposium (IONS), along with 35 

other countries, which is a voluntary 
initiative that seeks to increase the 
maritime cooperation among navies of 
the Indian Ocean region.

Rear Admiral Ravneet Singh told 
the media that the purpose of the visit 
of the Indian navy ships, was to build 
bridges of friendship over the ocean: 
we make friends, and learn from 
experiences.

 During their four-day stay in Kuwait, 
the crew of the Indian naval ships will 
hold professional interactions with 
the Kuwait naval force pertaining 
to nuances of maritime operations, 
means of combating maritime 
terrorism and piracy.  The officers will 
also call on Kuwait government to 

encourage cooperation and maintain 
a mutual understanding between 
the two. “We want to enhance our 
friendship with the navy of Kuwait, 
taking our relationship to the next 
level, learn some good things from 
the navy of Kuwait and share our 
experiences with them. When we sail 
out, we will hold out joint exercises,” 
said Rear Admiral Singh.

Regarding piracy, he said that 
“Incidents of piracy had come down 
significantly in the last few months, 
thanks to the joint of patrolling of the 
navies together”. The Indian Ocean 
region has been declared free of 
piracy, by the IONS, as it has now been 
contained only to the Gulf of Aden.

Recalling ‘Operation Rahat’, the 
massive evacuation from Yemen last 
April, Capt. Pradeep of INS Tarkash 
said: ‘In one of the largest evacuation 
missions, three Indian ships rescued 
nearly 7,000 people from 31 countries.’

Commissioned in November 
1997, INS Delhi was the first ship 
design by India, with 6,700 tons 
guided missile destroyers. It is a 
multipurpose command and control 
platform capable of operating in a 
multi-threat environment. It carries 
two Sea King helicopters, capable of 
both anti-submarine as well as anti-
surface operations. INS Deepak was 
commissioned in January 2011 and 
it is a modern fleet tanker designed 

to frontline support to fleet support 
ships and has an advanced Integrated 
platform Management System which 
seamlessly integrates auxiliaries and 
battle damage management of the 
ship using microprocessor based 
digital control systems.

Commissioned in November 2012, 
INS Tarkash remains one of the latest 
platforms for the Indian Navy and is 
a work horse for the western fleet. 
Its weapon package includes surface-
to-surface missiles, surface-to-air 
missiles, advanced torpedo launchers, 
anti-missile defence system and 100 
mm gun.

The INS Deepak and INS Tabar 
last visited Kuwait in September 
2015. Recently, an official from 
Kuwait’s ministry of defense joined 
the 72nd course of Defense Services 
Staff College in Wellington, India on 
invitation from the Indian side. 

The ships had sailed from India on 
May 3, the vessels will call on ports at 
Bahrain and Muscat before heading 
back to Mumbai on May 27.

Captain of INS Delhi Capt. Sandeep 
Singh Sindhu, captain of INS Tarkash 
Capt. Pradeep Singh, captain of INS 
Deepak Capt. Sujit Kumar Chhetri, 
and India’s defense attaché, the Gulf 
region, Capt. Gurpal Singh were also 
present at the press conference.

Building bridges of friendship over the ocean
Indian naval ships conclude 4-day visit to Kuwait

A reception was held on board visiting Indian Navy ship INS Deepak to mark the four day goodwill visit of three Indian navy ship from the Western Fleet. Rear Admiral Ravneet Singh and Ambassador of India, H.E 
Sunil Jain welcomed the guests and praised the strong friendly relations between Kuwait and India. During his address the chief guest Director of Kuwait Port Authority Sheikh Yousef Al-Abdullah Al Sabah also 
applauded the close ties the two countries shared. Guests were treated to live music from the navy band and Indian cuisine prepared by the Navy chefs.

Reception held on board Indian Navy ship
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The Oberoi Al Zorah is set to open this year 
as one of three new luxury properties for 

The Oberoi Group with two others including 
The Oberoi Marrakech, Morocco and The Oberoi 
Sukhvilas, Chandigarh. All three openings will be 
located in stunning natural environments and 
offer impeccable standards of luxury and service 
associated with the group’s worldwide portfolio. 
The Oberoi Al Zorah, located in Ajman is an eco-

destination resort nestled alongside a coastline 
and boasts an ultra-modern layout. Each of the 
113 villas, suites and penthouse are elegant and 
provide breathtaking sea views. 

The spacious rooms and suites all have private 
balconies, while the villas offer terraces and 
temperature-controlled private pools. The Oberoi, 
Al Zorah offers al–fresco, beachside and indoor 
dining venues all serving the finest cuisine. Also, 

the spa at Oberoi offers signature therapies as well 
as a traditional hammam, a 80–metre pool, a fully 
equipped gymnasium, and daycare facilities for 
families.  Earlier this year, the Group announced 
two new properties in Qatar – a 250 key luxury hotel 
in the West Bay area of Doha, and a 148 key luxury 
serviced apartment located in Lusail, Doha.

The Oberoi Group’s legendary service delivered 
by an attentive and caring team will make the 

upcoming luxury hotels the preferred choice for 
the discerning traveler. The Oberoi Group, which 
was founded in 1934, operates 30 luxury hotels in 
several countries, two luxury Nile Cruisers, and a 
Motor Vessel in the backwaters of Kerala under the 
luxury ‘Oberoi’ brand. The Group is also engaged 
in flight catering, airport restaurants, travel and 
tour services, car rentals, project management and 
corporate air charters.

The Oberoi Al Zorah set to open this year in Ajman

Dr. K. T. Rabeeullah, Chairman 
of Shifa Al Jazeera Medical 

Group has offered Rs. 10 crores (KD 
500,000/- approximate) for charity 
activities by him over the span of 
next 3 years.  As part of launching 
this initiative, Miss Krishnapriya 
was handed over Rs. 200,000/- 
through her father Subhash who 
is hailing from Kannur, Kerala for 
medical treatment of her spine, in a 
ceremony that took place at Grand 
Hyatt Hotel, Muscat, Oman.

Parallel to this, various charity 
activities such as honoring the most 
studious students, building homes 

for the homeless and more were 
launched in Calicut, Kerala which 
was followed by a press conference 
at Calicut Press Club, India.  

Shifa Group made its entry 
to Kuwait in the year 2008 and 
the first Medical Center was 
established in Farwaniya. In its 
endeavor to spread its services 
to various regions of Kuwait, 
the second branch wasset up in 
Fahaheel in 2011 and the third one 
in Jleeb Al Shuyoukh (in the name 
of Al Nahil Int’l Clinic) in 2014.   

Shifa Al Jazeera sets aside Rs. 10 crores for charityEmbassy of India advises to 
comply with laws of Kuwait 

With regard to the on-going security drive, the Embassy of India, Kuwait 
has advised Indian nationals residing in Kuwait to comply with the 

residency and visa laws of the country and keep their Civil ID (or Passport) with 
them for showing to the security officials during security checks. 

Several expatriates over the past few months have been arrested for 
violating rules regarding residency and work. The embassy has advised those 
holding Kuwaiti employment visas (Visa No. 18 or Visa 20) not to violate rules 
and regulations of Kuwait to stay legally in the country. 

The Embassy will continue to issue Travel documents (Emergency 
Certificates) to Indian nationals overstaying their residency and those facing 
deportation whose passport could not be retrieved from their sponsors.

360 MALL, Kuwait’s iconic shopping mall 
owned by Tamdeen Shopping Centers, 

has opened the first ALLSAINTS store in 
Kuwait. The leading British fashion brand 
will showcase its new Spring 16 womens 
wear and menswear collections, further 
adding to 360 MALL’s portfolio of cutting-
edge fashion labels. 

The opening event saw CEO of Majid Al 
Futtaim Fashion, Rajiv Suri, attend along with 
Paul O’Regan, the Global Communications 
Director of AllSaints. 

The store covers 1,700 sq ft. with collections 
which run counter to the norm of a dictated 
silhouette, symbolizing the patchwork of 

modern life, and expressing evolution, collage, 
damage and repair. Existing codes are reflected 
in their entirety, or strikingly juxtaposed from 
military to bohemia, and from sleek tailoring 
to relaxed leisurewear.

Claudia Lopusinska, Marketing Manager, 
360 MALL, said: “We are very excited about 
the opening of the first ever ALLSAINTS store 
at 360 MALL. 360 MALL is growing fast, as is 
ALLSAINTS regional popularity, so we are sure 
that together we can meet the wants of our 
customers in Kuwait.”

The new store also carries ‘The Capital 
Collection’, ALLSAINTS’ handbag line which 
launched in September 2015 and features 
50 sophisticated styles, showcasing the 
brand’s 21 years’ expertise in leather, design 
and innovation, with new styles for Spring 
16 including the ‘Pearl’, which features 
iconic whipstitch detailing and braided 
leather handles.

This marks ALLSAINTS’ second store in 
the Middle East by the fashion arm of leading 
shopping mall, retail and leisure company, 
Majid Al Futtaim, following the brand’s 
successful debut, which opened in Mall of the 
Emirates in September, 2015.

ALLSAINTS maiden store in 
Kuwait opens in 360 MALL
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Learners Own Academy on 24 April hosted 
their Investiture ceremony. The event 

commenced with a recitation from the Holy 
Quran and a prayer, followed by the lighting of the 
lamp by Anees Ahmed, Chief Guest, Director cum 
Principal of SIMS, and Asha Sharma, the Principal. 

Mrs. Sharma in her welcome address 
introduced the Mr. Ahmed, highlighting his 
educational credentials. This was followed by a 
patriotic song and a semi classical dance. The 
highlight of the morning was the honoring of the 

Supreme council members by the Chief Guest 
followed by their induction. 

Mr. Ahmed in his speech stated the 
importance of enriching oneself initially, to 
bring about a desirable change irrespective of 
the sphere one is in. 

Merin, the Head Girl, expressed her 
responsibilities on being appointed to the post. 
Shaikh Aymen, the Head boy, extended his 
gratitude generously to all and sundry. With the 
photo session, the programme came to an end.

Learners Own Academy
holds Investiture ceremony

Schools in Kuwait witnessed 110 serious 
crimes of various kinds, including one 

attempted murder, over the course of the 
most recent full school year (2014-2015).

Most of the crimes (68) were assaults, 
while there were also 31 cases of theft, eight 
sexual harassment cases, two kidnaps and 
one attempted murder. It was reported that 

99 of these crimes were committed by male 
students, with 58 committed by Kuwaitis, and 
the rest carried out by expats. Only 11 crimes 
were committed by female students, one 
of whom was an expat. The highest number 
of crimes were carried out in the Farwaniya 
district (40), followed by Al Ahmadi with 23, 
Jahra with 22 and Hawalli with 19.

Total Marketing Middle East along with 
its distributor Al Babtain conducted 

its first ‘Safety Cube’ campaign at Carmel 
School Kuwait. This program aimed to educate 
students on what it takes to be a safe and 
responsible road user.

The ‘Road Safety Awareness’ campaign 
was held for two consecutive days, covering 
450 students between the age group of 6 to 
9 years. The campaign was conducted in two 
sessions – theoretical, focusing on rules of the 
road and practical, which included engaging 
students to prepare a mock-up of a road 
including installation of road signs. At the end 
the students were awarded with a certificate of 
participation.

Responding to the campaign, Sr. Philomene, 
Principal of Mount Carmel stated, “Our thanks 
to the ‘Total’ group for the inspiring workshop. 
Students were made aware of the traffic rules 
and they were happy with the certificates and 
complimentary gifts’. 

“At Total we understand the impact of road 
safety education within a community. After our 
successful implementation of this project in UAE 
and Qatar, we are pleased to bring the same in 
Kuwait. We believe this programme will not only 
educates the young students but also inculcate a 
sense of responsibility towards road safety,” said 
David Kalife, Managing Director of TMME.

Total and Al Babtain intend to rollout this 
initiative to various other schools in Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti schools see one major
crime every three days

TMME educates school children
on road safety behavior

Kuwait is planning record oil production 
at 4 million barrels a day (bpd) by 2020 
in a bid to secure future economic 
growth, Abdulaziz Al Attar, head 
of research at state-owned Kuwait 
Petroleum Corp said on Tuesday at the 
Platts Crude Oil Summit in London.

The country is hoping to maintain the 4 
million bpd level through to 2030, marking 

a 44 percent increase on Kuwait’s output of 2.77 
million bpd in March this year, according to the 
latest monthly report from OPEC. It would also 
be the country’s highest output level ever.

“We also intend to provide fuel stock 
capabilities to counter for seasonality and 
domestic energy demand,” Al Attar said.

Commenting on the three-day strike in 
Kuwait when production tumbled to 1.5 million 
bpd in last month, Al Attar said: “I don’t think 
there will be any future risks of strikes.”

The three-day strike in April, a response to 
higher prices for utilities and food and a possible 
salary freeze for the public sector, led to a fall 
in production to as low as 1.1 million barrels per 
day, down from 3 million.

According to OPEC data, Kuwait exported 
an average of 2 million barrels per day in 2015. 
Last month, a quarter of this went to China, a 30 
percent increase on the year before.

Kuwait to raise oil production by almost half by 2020
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Nasser S. Al Hajri Corporation 
(NSH Corporation), as a part 

of their initiative, ‘zero harm to 
environment’ implemented by the 
company’s Vice President Sabu, 
recently took part in a coast clean 
up drive in Fahaheel. 

Several NSH employees 
participated in the event, which was 
aimed at cleaning and preserving 
one of Kuwait’s best spots. The 
program was organized by the 
HR Department and employees 
volunteers collected wastes mainly 

plastics which were sent to the 
waste dumps.

“The coastal areas are the 
lifeline, as the shore houses 
beautiful beaches in Kuwait,” said 
Corporate HR Manager Pani J. 
Anthony. 

“The campaign was aimed to 
clean the seashore as plastic and 
other solid wastes were becoming 
lethal to the ecosystem. Besides, 
such wastes obstruct the growth 
of marine plants important to the 
coastal ecosystem,” he added.

NSH takes part in 
coastal clean up drive The Student Council of the academic 

year 2016-17 of Indian Educational 
School (Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan) held 
its Investiture ceremony on 4 May in the 
school auditorium.  The occasion was 
graced by the presence of the Chief Guest,  
Amit Sarraf, Assistant General Manager 
– Cards Division, Gulf Bank. Also present 
at the function were the Chairman of 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Middle East, N. 
K. Ramachandran Menon, the Principal 
of IES, T Premkumar, Vice Principals, 
Supervisor Management, teachers and 
students of Grades 11 and 12.  

The event commenced with the 
recital of the Holy Quran, prayer 
song and the rendition of the Kuwait 
National Anthem by the school choir. 
The gathering was welcomed by 
Anirudha Ramesh (12 A), the Deputy 
Head Boy of the academic session 
2015-16. The newly elected student 
council members marched into the 
auditorium following the epoch-
making process of conferring sashes 
and badges of honour to the newly 
sworn in Student Council members 
by the Chief Guest,  along with the 
Chairman and the Principal. The newly 
elected Head Boy, Aditya Jaypal of Grade 
12A, and the Head Girl, Evelyn Biju George 

of Grade 12B received the honours first, 
following the presentation of  sashes 
and badges of honour to the other office 
bearers of the student council.

The Oath Taking Ceremony 
was initiated by the Principal, Mr. 
Premkumar. Soon after, the Head Boy 
and the Head Girl delivered their formal 
acceptance speeches.  

Mr. Sarraf, in his address expressed 
his delight and pride in being a part of 
such a programme. He said, “A leader 
is someone who takes up challenges 
and carries his subjects along with 

him/her…In order to be a great leader, 
consider Determination, Discipline and 
Willpower as three pillars.” 

N.K. Ramachandran Menon and Mr. 
Premkumar, conjointly presented the 
Chief Guest a memento as a token of 
gratitude and respect. Arpita Sherry (12 
B), the Deputy Head Girl of the academic 
session 2015-16, proposed the vote of 
thanks. Raj Bankoda and Megha Varnika 
Budati of Grade 11 were the emcees 
of the programme. The ceremony 
concluded with the singing of the Indian 
National Anthem.

IES hosts Investiture ceremony

Indian Educational School (Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan) celebrated its ten years 

of excellence in education on 7 May on 
the school premises. The celebration 
included a two day cultural fiesta, 
Bhavyam – ‘splendid’ with over 1000 
participants from 16 Indian schools in 
Kuwait, 10 events, 30 adjudicators, and 
more than 350 prizes.

The Guests of Honour at the 
inaugural program were Sunil Jain, 
the  Ambassador of India to Kuwait, 
Ashok Pradhaan I.A.S (Retd.), Former 
Secretary to Government of India, 
as well as the Director of Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan, Delhi Kendra, Sooraj 
Ramachandran, Director, Bhavans 
Middle East, N.K.Ramchadran Menon, 
Chairman, Bhavans Middle East, Ali 
Judiyan Al Rashidi, the Sponsor  of 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Sanad Al 
Mutairi, Director of Financial and 

Administrative Affairs, Ali Johair, 
Monitor of Educational Activities for 
Private School, Ayman Abdul Rashed 
Ibrahim, National Bank of Kuwait, and 
T. Premkumar, the Principal, Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan. 

Accepting the special invitation of 
Mr. Menon, was Jeya Wilson, Principal, 
Integrated Indian School, Sujatha 
Sivakrishnan, Principal, United Indian 
School, Shyamala Divakaran, Principal, 
Gulf Indian School, and Fr. Lionel, 
Principal of Indian English Academy 
School. The event commenced 
with the recitation of the Holy 
Quran, the rendition of the Kuwait 
National Anthem, and lighting of the 
ceremonial lamp. 

Mr. Sunil Jain formally inaugurated 
Bhavyam – 2016 and expressed his 
delight and pride in being a part of the 
celebration. He stressed on the need 

to extend quality education for the 
growing Indian community in Kuwait, 
and congratulated Mr. Menon for being 
very instrumental in imparting that  
quality education. He also expressed 
his happiness over the opening of a 
second Bhavan’s school in Kuwait in 
September 2016 and wished the team 
the very best. 

In his directorial address, Mr. 
Ramachandran congratulated the 
Bhavan’s Kuwait fraternity on having 
accomplished its brilliant decennial 
presence in the Arabian soil and said 
that the success lies in its very hallmark. 
The release of the Bhavyam Decennial 
Souvenir was performed by the Guests 
of Honor, which bore the message of 
the respected Prime Minister of India, 
Narendra Modi. 

The vote of thanks followed by 
the Indian National Anthem led to 

the conclusion of the ceremony, but 
marked the beginning of the cultural 
extravaganza; Bhavyam – 2016.

Bhavyam – 2016, the mega cultural 
fete had ten different events held on 
two days in three different venues 
on the school premises. The first day 
witnessed the events Bhavam (Gita 
Chanting), Mohanam (Fusion Dance), 
Swadesham (Patriotic Song), Drishyam 
(Photography) Tharangam (Beat 
Boxing) and Vismayam (Mime). There 
also was a novel competition, an event 
exclusively meant for the parents and 
children of IES, hosted by renowned 
Toastmaster, Praveen Madhavan. The 
event focused on the parent-child 
relationship and cemented the bonding 
between them. The second day events 
included Chathuryam (Debate), 
Varnam (Rangoli) and Natyam (Indian 
Tribal Dance). The teachers of IES were 

offered gratitude for their dedication 
and commitment with surprise gifts. 
The Sponsor of Bhavans, Ali Judiyan 
Al Rashidi, presented two and fro air 
tickets to India to five lucky teachers. 

The valedictory ceremony was 
held in the school auditorium on 
8 May in the presence of the Chief 
Guest, Ashok Pradhaan. Indian English 
Academy School (IEAS) was declared 
as second runners up, while Indian 
Educational School (IES) emerged 
champions. However, the host school 
relinquished its first position and 
FAIPS-DPS was declared the Champion 
of Bhavyam-2016. 

Mr. Ramachandran in his final 
address urged the teachers to have 
their own visions and missions in life. 
With the singing of the Indian National 
Anthem, the cultural extravaganza 
came to an end. 

Bhavanites celebrate aluminium jubilee in style
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The Indian Community School 
Kuwait, Senior, conducted an 

August Investiture Ceremony on 4 
May, to invest the democratically 
elected members of the student 
council with badges and 
responsibilities.

The chief guest of the occasion 
was Prof. Dr. Hussain Dashti, 
Department of Surgery, Faculty 
of Medicine, Kuwait University. 
He captivated the audience with 
his inaugural address, in which he 
recounted his days as a student in 
India and expressed his gratitude for 
India’s role in his success.

Vice-Principal of ICSK Senior 
Dr. Sam T. Kuruvilla delivered the 
welcome speech and Principal 
of ICSK Senior, Dr. V. Binumon 
administered the oath of position 
to the core Senate and to the 

Captains, Vice-Captains and 
Prefects of the Houses – Shanti, 
Seva, Sahyog, Santhosh. The chief 
guest, Vice-Principal and Heads of 
Departments invested badges to the 
members of the Senate. The core 
senate 2016-17 at ICSK constitutes 
school president – Aaron Roy, Vice 
President (Forenoon) – Steve Day 
Philip, Vice-President (Afternoon) – 
Mohd. Sharia Habib, Sports Captain 
– Christa Vincent, Assistant Sports 
Captain – David Thomas, Arts Club 
Secretary – Vineeth Alexander 
Joseph and Assistant Arts Club 
Secretary – Favin Fernandes.

The ceremony was interspersed 
with motivational renditions by the 
ICSK choir group ‘Swaranjali.’

The ceremony concluded with 
a speech by Srikala Dileep, Senate 
adviser 2016-17.

ICSK conducts Investiture Ceremony

Science India/International 
Forum (SIF) - Middle East 

representatives recently met Dr. 

Harshavardhan, Minister for Science 
and Technology, YSK Seshu Kumar, 
Chairman of CBSE, Shripad Yesso 

Naik, Minister for Ayush , Ashutosh 
Sharma, Secretary DST and Ajith M 
Sharan, Secretary of Ayush at Delhi 
and briefed them about the various 
activities in Middle East. Various 
proposals on further collaborations of 
SIF with the respective ministries were 
discussed.

SIF-Middle East, Organizing 
Secretary Abga Raveendrannadha 
Babu expressed satisfaction over the 
meetings and said that he received a 
positive response from the Ministers 
and other officials who appreciated 
SIF’s voluntary activities among 
Indian children in the region. Further 
announcements on SIF-Middle East 
joint ventures with the Ministries are 
expected over the next few months.

SIF-Middle East members hold meeting

The Premier Sport Academy in 
association with Everton F.C., 

under the sponsorship of Porsche 
Centre Kuwait, Behbehani Motors 
Company recently held their annual 
Spring Festival of Football and 
Basketball event at Bayan Park. 

The event was sponsored by Porsche 
Centre Kuwait and attracted more than 
1,000 boys and girls between the ages 
of 3 and 18 and included teams from the 

P.S.A./Everton Coaching Courses and 
Everton Centre of Excellence alongside 
other teams such as Lycee Francais, 
Franco, Don Bosco, Al Ahli, Durrar Club, 
Riggae, Hilton Kuwait Resort, Mangaf 
and teams from other private schools 
and academies from across Kuwait.

The event also included Porsche 
Kids Driving School, where the children 
took time out from the football game 
to drive Porsche pedal cars around a 

specially designed road circuit with 
the overarching aim of instilling and 
indoctrinating the concept of road and 
traffic safety at a young age.

The event ended with James 
McGuire the First Secretary of the 
British Embassy, and several other 
VIP guests presenting medals to all 
participants, as well as certificates of 
appreciation to event sponsors and 
supporters. 

Premier Sport Academy 
Spring Festival of Sport held at Bayan Park

Deportation for environment law breakers

In a press statement issued 
by Ministry of Interior, Public 

Relations and Security Media 
Department revealed that the 

expatriates who were arrested for 
committing violations in this regard 
will be deported.

It affirmed that the Public Security 

Sector will continue to ensure the 
environmental law is not violated and 
those who do so will be arrested and 
referred for justice.

Public Relations and Security 
Media Department said awareness 
campaigns concerning environmental 
protection will continue to be carried 
out via all types of media, urging all 
sponsors to warn their employees to 
follow the rules and regulation in this 
regard.

Environmental Police affiliated to the Public Security Sector, 
in coordination with Environment Public Authority, has been 
taking firm legal action against the violators of environmental 
law including those who violated the law on grazing of 
livestock by allowing animals under their care to stray onto the 

roads and cause traffic accidents.
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Anubha was crowned as the 16th 
May Queen by ACP Pradyuman 

(Shivaji Satam) of the popular and 
long running TV series CID at the 
annual May Queen Ball organized by 
the Goan Welfare Association on 5 
May at the Radisson Blu Hotel, Doha. 
Samantha Trindade bagged the first 
runner-up, and Bryna was chosen as 
the second runner-up.

Actress Yoshika Verma, fashion 
designer and stylist Chloe Vasishtha, 
Luizinho Faleiro, president of Goa 
Pradesh Congress Committee (GPCC) 
and former chief minister of Goa, 
Agnelo Fernandes, former MLA from 
Goa, Bardroy Barretto, director of 
National Award winning Konkani 
film ‘Nachom-ia Kumpasar’, first 
Goan-born Bollywood director Glen 

Barretto, Goan Welfare Association, 
Doha president Simon D’Silva were 
also present on dais on the occasion. 
The Airlift Man Carmo Santos from 
Kuwait was also a guest of honor

Mahesh Prabhu one of the 
comperes of the evening, welcomed 

the gathering along with Doha’s 
favourite DJ Glorio. The event was 
hosted by Updesh Swar.  Alcatrazz, 
with female lead vocalist Sandra 
Franco’s opening number, was 
welcomed with a huge applause by 
the large number of audience. 

The jury panel consisted of Archie 
D’Mello, former Office Director of 
Qatar Airways CEO, Chloe Vasishtha, 
Glen Barretto and Bardroy Barretto. 
Questions were asked on the spot and 
the contestants came up with smart 
answers making it difficult to choose. 

Anubha won the crown and was 
showered with prizes including gold 
sponsored by Prakath Jewellers, 
airline tickets, free hotel stay and 
more. First and second runners-up 
were also awarded with similar prizes.

LOCAL

Indian ambassador 
hosted a reception 

at his residence to 
mark the visit of Indian 
Naval Western fleet INS 
Delhi, INS Deepak and 
INS Tarkash.

Rear Admiral 
Ravneet Singh 
presented a memento 
to H.E Sunil Jain and Dr 
Gargi Jain and thanked 
them for their warm 
gesture.

Indian ambassador hosts reception

Anubha crowned 16th GWA May Queen by ACP Pradyuman

Continued from Page 1

Bernie Sanders, a political independent 
running as a Democrat, is proposing a 
$15.3 trillion tax increase over the next 
decade. Under his plan, the wealthy 
would experience the biggest hikes, 
with the marginal tax rate on the richest 
Americans reaching 54.2%.

The Republicans’ presumptive 
nominee, Donald Trump, has also 
presented a radical tax plan, as did 
his last remaining rival, Ted Cruz. 
But Trump’s proposed change runs 
in exactly the opposite direction, 
seeking to reduce total revenues 
over the next decade by $9.5 trillion 
(Cruz’s plan targeted an $8.6 trillion 
reduction and called for a flat 
income tax set at a rate of 10%).

This raises an obvious question. 
Why are voters who believe that 
the tax system is unfair supporting 
candidates offering such radically 
different solutions? While some 
might claim that the poor and 
middle-class voters supporting the 
Republican tax plans have simply 
been duped, the full picture is much 
more complicated – and much more 
interesting.

Our research examining US tax 
debates over the last 200 years 
suggests another reason: People can 
agree that taxation should be fair, 
but disagree fundamentally about 
the definition of “fair.” For some 
American voters, fairness is based on 
the principle of “the ability to pay”; 
the rich should be taxed at higher 
rates because they can afford it more 
easily. Others, no less adamant about 
the importance of fairness, define it 
in terms of “equal treatment.”

For the latter voters, fairness 
means that everyone should be 
taxed at the same rate – just like 
everyone in a democracy has one 
vote in an election. It should not be 
surprising that many Americans hold 
this view; polls show that even in an 
era of rising inequality, a significant 
share of voters continue to favor a 
flat tax. These two views of fairness 
may simply be another symptom 
of political polarization in US. But 

there is one area on which both 
sides agree: No one believes that 
the rich should be subject to lower 
rates than low- and middle-income 
taxpayers. And yet, according to 
the most recent IRS data available, 
for individuals lucky enough to be 
in the top 1% of income earners, 
that is exactly what the existing tax 
system dictates; within this group, 
the richer the individual, the lower 
his or her effective tax rate.

It is likely no coincidence that 
the one thing all of the presidential 
candidates’ proposals have in 
common is the elimination of 
privileges for the richest taxpayers. 
Both Democratic and Republican 
candidates have pledged to repeal 
the carried-interest provision that 
allows hedge-fund and private 
equity managers to pay a lower rate 
than other earners.

Similarly, Sanders and his 
Democratic rival, Hillary Clinton, 
favor effectively doing away with 
differential treatment of capital 
gains – a major reason why the 
richest Americans often enjoy 
lower rates. Clinton – the most 
“establishment” of the contenders 
– has proposed introducing what 
is known as the “Buffett Rule” 
(named for the billionaire Warren 
Buffett, who coined the term), 
establishing a minimum effective 
tax rate for high earners. Despite 
the huge philosophical differences 
between the two parties over the 
appropriate size of government, 
there is one uncontroversial way in 
which the candidate who is elected 
in November can address voter 
resentment. He or she can make sure 
that the rich no longer pay lower 
rates than everyone else. This would 
be a first step toward reestablishing 
basic economic fairness.

Kenneth Scheve is Professor of Political 
Science at Stanford University. David 

Stasavage is Professor of Politics at 
New York University. They are the 

authors of Taxing the Rich: A History 
of Fiscal Fairness in the United States 

and Europe.

Economic Fairness and 
America’s Presidential Election

Kalyan Jewellers, one of the most 
trusted and leading jewelry 

brands in the region, held the sixth 
and final draw of their ‘Win 100 
Grams of Gold Everyday’ campaign, 
on 12 May at their Fahaheel outlet. 
The sixth draw saw their 7 lucky 
winners of 100 grams gold during 4 to 
10 May. 

The ‘Win 100 grams of Gold 
Everyday’ campaign, which is running 
from 27 March to 10 May, is the first of 
its kind in the country and has drawn 
enthusiastic response from shoppers. 
With the launch of this innovative 
promotion, Kalyan Jewellers is looking 
to further expand their already well-
established customer base in Kuwait.

During the campaign period, 

shoppers can buy gold jewelry worth 
KD50 from any Kalyan Jewellers 
outlet in Kuwait and receive a coupon 
to enter the daily lucky draw for 100 

grams gold. Also, customers who buy 
diamond jewelry worth KD50 get two 
coupons and double their chances of 
winning in the daily raffle draw.

Kalyan Jewellers announces sixth-round
of winners in their campaign
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Immediately discard any makeup that 
is in a broken container or missing a lid.

Tightly screw 
the caps back 
on to avoid drying 
products out

Do not submerge 
brushes in water, 
the glue will get 
damaged and the 
brushes can 
fall apart

Try not to expose makeup 
to extreme 
temperatures 
– it could change 
the consistency

Do not let brushes dry on 
towels, they are 
prone to 
mildew 
that way

If you are the type of lash-obsessed 
girl who must load on the mascara or 

perfect your falsie situation before you leave 
the house, it may be time to consider investing 
in eyelash extensions. 

Like hair extensions, they are not for the faint 
of heart or the non-committal, but they are a 
great way to get a gorgeous lash look without 
the day-to-day fuss. Before you take the leap, 
educate yourself with this basic primer on just 
what to expect from your eyelash extensions.

Know what you are getting into: Collect 
enough information and make sure you are ready 
to keep up to the commitment. More important 
than that, make sure you see a well-trained 
professional with good recommendations. 
Also, check to ensure that the professional does 
only individual eyelash extensions and charges 
the correct market value. This is not a service 
that you want to get at a discounted rate. When 
you get to your appointment, always make sure 
that your technician has clean tools, uses hand 
sanitizer, and wears a mask and gloves.

Be aware of the potential dangers: Long, 
thick eyelashes are beautiful, but you may 
not realize that overuse of glued-on eyelash 
extensions and false eyelashes can lead to 
permanent eyelash damage. There are two 
primary causes of this: the artificial weight of 

the fake lashes, which can strain or pull on the 
eyelash hairs, and the removal process, which 
involves pulling and tugging at the lashes and 
can directly damage the follicles.

Determine the look you are trying to 
achieve: Some people prefer shorter, but with 
plenty of fullness, others love them long and 
glamorous, and some just want to achieve a 
natural-but-better look. Some lash experts are 
more skilled with one look versus the other. 

Do not skimp on maintenance: Less is 
more when caring for your lashes. Do not over-
wash your lashes, over-comb them, or over-
think them. Just be conscious and try to develop 

good hands-off habits. It is recommended that 
you avoid falling asleep face down, which can 
crush and crimp the lashes. 

Below listed are a few tips you can use to 
maintain your perfect lashes:
• Avoid sleeping face down.
• Avoid heavy liners as they might cause 

unsightly and unhealthy build up around the 
extension bases.

• Use a lash approved clenser. It keeps your 
lashes clean and helps extensions to last to 
their full potential.

• Do not use cotton on your lashes. Fibers like 
cotton balls and Qtips can create tangles.

• Comb daily with a clean silicone or bristle 
wand to keep the lashes separated after 
being wet.

• Do not pull, pluck, twist or fuss with the 
extensions and avoid using a lash curler.

• Listen carefully to what your beautician has 
to say and follow accordingly.

Eyelash Extensions 101: 

Achieve and maintain 
the lashes of your dreams

A fit body, fresh face and an innate sense of 
style will go a long way in turning you into 

a style maven at your workplace. The girl who 
knows ‘What to wear when’ and understands 
and chooses her apparel according to her body 
structure in order to look presentable and make 
a lasting impression, has the qualities of a style 
diva in her.

If you think you do not have it in you, you can 
always begin with educating yourself. So if you 
are ready, then why not start right now.

Grooming tips: The thumb rule here is, ‘when 
in doubt, keep it simple.’ It is always better to 
keep your look plain and decent rather than 
over- accessorizing it. Always remember to 
remove the tag on a new pair of footwear and 
also, keep your feet clean at all times. At all 

costs avoid wearing open sandals/peep toes 
with a pair of stockings. This will only spoil your 
image rather than build it.

Fitness tips: First and foremost, being thin is 
not being fit. Some people have a misconception 
that exercising is only for the over-weight. But in 
reality, working out not only helps to keep the 
body slim but also makes it healthy and toned. 
So, a certain amount of walking or any other 
exercise is a must in everybody’s routine.

Makeup tips: Knowing your skin type and 
tone is very important as the initial step. 
Also, the kind of make-up you should 
use depends on the time of the day and 
time of the year. In summer, waterproof 
make-up and wearing lighter lip colors 
does the deal, whereas winter gives you 
the opportunity to play with bold colors. 
Also, wear minimal moisturizer when it is 
boiling outside so that the skin does not 
look greasy.

Be a style diva at work



18
15 - 21 May, 2016         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comTRAVEL

New York: Epicenter of the arts, dining and 
shopping capital, New York City wears many 
crowns, and spreads an irresistible feast for all. 
When the sun sinks slowly beyond the Hudson and 
luminous skyscrapers light up the night, New York 
transforms into one grand stage. Well-known 
actors take to the legendary theaters of Broadway 
as world-class soloists, dancers and musicians 
perform at venues large and small across town. This 
is the city of experimental theater, improv comedy, 
indie cinema, ballet, and poetry, burlesque, jazz 
and so much more. 

New Orleans: There are not many places in the 
USA that wear their history as openly on their 
sleeves as New Orleans. This city’s very facade 
is an architectural study par excellence. And 
while Boston and Charleston can boast beautiful 
buildings, New Orleans has a lived-in, cozy feeling 
that is easily accessible. As a result of its visible 
history you will find a constant, often painful, 
dialogue with the past, stretching back hundreds of 
years. It is a history that for all its controversy has 
produced a street culture that can be observed and 
grasped in a very visceral way.

Antelope Canyon: Unearthly in its beauty, 
Antelope Canyon is a popular slot canyon on the 
Navajo Reservation, a few miles east of Page, and 
open to tourists by tour only. Wind and water have 
carved sandstone into an astonishingly sensuous 
temple of nature where light and shadow play hide 
and seek. Less than a city block long, its symphony of 
shapes and textures is every photographer’s dream. 

Thor’s Well: Also known as the drainpipe of the 
Pacific, the well is actually a hole in the rock that 
only appears to drain water from the ocean. In 
reality the huge hole is likely only around 20 feet 
deep. Even if the well is not quite as magical as it 
seems, it still manages to produce amazing sights, 
but is not for the faint of heart. The site is said to 
be most spectacular at high tide, or during storms 
when water washes violently over the rocks and 

falls back through the hole. Photographers and 
nature lovers continue to flock to the stunning 
fountain in the hopes of getting that perfect shot 
of the aggressive waters.  
The largest hot spring in the United States and the 
third-largest in the world, Grand Prismatic Spring 
is a must-see. The spring was given its name by the 
Hayden Expedition in 1871, when artist Thomas 
Moran captured the vibrant tones in watercolors. 

Yellowstone National Park: America’s first 
national park and Wyoming’s flagship attraction, 
Yellowstone National Park boasts the lower 48’s 
most emblematic concentration of wildlife. Throw 

in half the world’s geysers, the country’s largest 
high-altitude lake, and a plethora of blue-ribbon 
rivers and waterfalls, all sitting pretty atop a giant 

super volcano, and you will quickly realize you have 
stumbled across one of Mother Nature’s most 
fabulous creations. The park is divided into five 
distinct regions: Mammoth, Roosevelt, Canyon, 
Lake and Geyser Countries.

Carlsbad Caverns National Park: Beneath the 
rugged desert, rocky slopes and deep canyons 
that make up Carlsbad Caverns National Park, lies 
an underground treasure including more than 117 
known caves. Carlsbad Caverns, tucked underneath 
the scenic Guadalupe Mountain ranges in the 
Chihuahuan Desert of southeastern New Mexico 
and West Texas, contains some of the largest and 
most visited caves in America. More than 300,000 
visitors travel to Carlsbad Caverns each year for a 
rare glimpse of the underground world preserved 
beneath the desert. 

Watkins Glen State Park: The Watkins Glen State 
Park features a series of waterfalls and gorges 
that are sure to amaze anyone. An almost two 

mile hike will take you past 19 waterfalls and up 
over 800 stone steps. There are a number of small 
trails leading off of the Gorge Trail, giving way 
to a number of other outdoor activities. There 
are tent and trailer camp sites, swimming pools, 
picnic facilities as well as guided tours of the local 
topography.

Metropolitan Museum of Art: This sprawling 
encyclopedic museum, founded in 1870, houses 
one of the biggest art collections in the world. Its 
permanent collection has more than two million 
individual objects, from Egyptian temples to 
American paintings. Known colloquially as ‘The 
Met,’ the museum attracts over six million visitors 
a year to its 17 acres of galleries – making it the 
largest single-site attraction in New York City. 

Ringling Museum Complex: The 66-acre winter 
estate of railroad, real-estate and circus baron, 
John Ringling and his wife, Mable, is one of the 
Gulf Coast’s premier attractions and incorporates 
their personal collection of artworks in what is 
now Florida’s state art museum. Nearby, Ringling’s 
Circus Museum documents his theatrical successes, 
while their lavish Venetian Gothic home, Cà d’Zan, 
reveals the impresario’s extravagant tastes. 

The United States of America
Legendary highways, bustling cities, national parks, surf-strewn coastal roads and tumbleweed deserts - the USA was built to be explored. Discover the sun-kissed west coast or 
historic east coast, the lakes of the north or the plains of the south - all you need to bring along is a sense of adventure and let the good times roll! Everyone knows about The Statue of 
Liberty, the Empire State, the Hollywood sign, Las Vegas neon, Golden Gate and the White House which have long been global icons, but there are still parts of USA that are explored 

but only by few. So check out the below listed places and pick your favorite ones to visit.

Deemed to be the official waterfall of 
Washington State, Palouse falls is one sight 
not to be missed. There are trails aplenty at 
Palouse Falls State Park with outstanding 
views of the waterfall for the whole family. 
At the end of the last ice age, repeated glacial 
floods, known as the Missoula Floods, swept 
across eastern Washington carving out the 
unique scablands landscape we see today. 
Among the coulees, potholes, buttes, and 
plateaus, Palouse Falls remains as one of the 
magnificent and lasting remnants of these 
glacial floods. 

Palouse Falls

Oneonta Gorge: One of the many wonders 
of the National Scenic Area, Oneonta Gorge 
is however not accessible by trail because the 
creek is the trail. To reach lower Oneonta falls, 
one must walk up the creek bed, over a large 
and perhaps unstable log jam, through the 
incredible slot canyon until one reaches the 
waterfall.

Iolani Palace: No other place evokes a more 
poignant sense of Hawaii’s history. The palace 
was built under King David Kalakaua in 1882. 
Although the palace was modern and opulent 
for its time, it did little to assert Hawaii’s 
sovereignty over powerful US-influenced 
business interests who overthrew the kingdom 
in 1893. Visiting here, one must take a docent-
led or self-guided tour to see Iolani’s grand 
interior, including re-creations of the throne 
room and residential quarters upstairs. Every 
bedroom had its own bathroom with flush 
toilets and hot running water, and electric 
lights replaced the gas lamps years before the 
White House even installed electricity. 
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Instagram, the popular photo 
sharing app owned by Facebook, has 

introduced a major redesign of its app - 
including a colorful new logo.

The company has discarded the retro 
brown and cream icon, inspired by the 
classic Polaroid camera, and replaced 
it with a swirl of colors overlaid with a 
white camera outline.

Instagram said that 
the simplified shape 
‘represents a more 
versatile camera’, 
and the color scheme 
is a reimagining of 
the rainbow stripe 
that appeared in the 
original logo.

“We have been 
inspired by all the ways 
the community has grown and changed, 
and we wanted to create something 
that reflects how vibrant and diverse 
storytelling on Instagram has become,” 
the company said.

However, the reaction from people 
updating their apps has not been 
entirely positive - with many claiming 

the new logo lacks the character of its 
predecessor.

When Instagram first launched, 
it was known primarily for its photo 
filters and effects that gave images a 
retro edge. Five years on, the app has 
a global community of 400 million 
users - including many high-profile 

celebrities - sharing 
more than 80 
million photos and 
videos every day.

It has also 
expanded to offer 
a range of creative 
tools like Layout, 
Boomerang and 
Hyperlapse. 

To reflect this 
evolution, Insta-

gram has also updated its user in-
terface with a ‘flatter’ design and 
black-and-white color scheme. Noti-
fications have also changed from or-
ange to red. Instagram said that the 
update “puts more focus on your pho-
tos and videos without changing how 
you navigate the app.”

TECHNOLOGY

The formatting and structure 
of the Google search results 

page may be one of the most user-
tested websites in the history of the 
internet. 

So it comes as a bit of surprise that 
Google would tinker with its prized 
jewel in one small but noticeable 
fashion: turning the color of links black. 
When typing a word or phrase into 

Google, a majority of users see 10 links 
with the link name listed in blue and 
the URL in green. Some users, however, 
are seeing link names in black.

It is unclear if this is one giant A / B 
test to determine if users click black-
colored search results more than 
blue-colored ones. The company has 
famously tested various colors of its 
search results page with hundreds of 

millions of web users in real time. Until 
last year, the current navigation tab 
you were looking at was highlighted 
with a small red line. Now it is blue. 
And around 2009, Google tested 41 
different colors of blue for Gmail ads 
and search result links, a change that 
ultimately earned the company an 
extra $200 million a year in ad revenue.

It is all but certain the new link 
color is tracking click-through rates. 
We cannot be sure if the company 

is simply testing the color, or if the 
color has something to do with the 
type of link being displayed, the 
type of user seeing the link, or what 
that user is searching. Still, if it does 
expand to more than a select few 
people, this could be one of the more 
radical changes to the relatively 
austere Google search results page 
seen in years.

Google is experimenting with turning search results from blue to black

Lexi app on iOS lets you
speak with Amazon’s 
Alexa on your iPhone 

Amazon’s Alexa voice-
assistant is now available 

on your iPhone, without requiring 
the actual Echo device. Amazon’s 
voice assistant is available via 
a paid app called Lexi, which is 
supported on all iOS 9.0 and 
above devices.

The app requires an Amazon 
account, and users will able to 
ask Alexa questions, place orders 
for Amazon products, re-order, 
remotely control their smart home 
devices and more on the app.

Lexi app lets users ask Alexa 
questions about the weather, 
news updates as well. It is similar 
to what Siri and Google now offer 
on the iPhone, however Alexa’s 
streaming music and books 
integration still needs Amazon 
Echo device, a cylinder-shaped 
speaker with Internet-connected 
microphones where Alexa is 
supported.

Alexa is competing against 
other voice-controlled services 
such as Apple’s Siri, Microsoft’s 
Cortana and Google’s search 
engine. Amazon’s voice-assistant 
can now perform more than 300 
tasks, such as hailing car rides, 
turning on lights and controlling 
home thermostats. The Echo 
now ranks among Amazon’s 
top-selling items in consumer 
electronics in the US.

Facebook-owned messaging app 
WhatsApp is coming to desktops. The 

company has announced that its apps are 
now available on PCs running on Windows 
8 and above and for Mac OS 10.9 and above.

Similar to ‘WhatsApp Web’, the desktop 
app is synced with WhatsApp on your 
mobile device. According to the company, 
“The app mirrors conversations and 
messages from your mobile device.”

Since the app will run natively on users’ 
desktops, they will have “support for native 
desktop notifications, better keyboard 

shortcuts, and more”. To download the app, 
users need to visit ‘https://www.whatsapp.
com/download’ from their desktop 
browser. Then, open the app and scan the 
QR code using the WhatsApp app on their 
smartphones. The company also advises 
users to connect their phones to Wi-Fi.

The desktop app is in addition to the 
existing apps for Android, iOS, Blackberry, 
and Windows Phone, among others. 
The desktop app comes 16 months after 
WhatsApp made its messaging service 
available on the web.

WhatsApp launches 
desktop apps for Mac and Windows

AdBlock and AdBlock Plus are now 
available from the Windows 

Store for Microsoft’s Edge browser, 

letting Windows 10 users browse the 
way Microsoft intended while giving 
them the option to control the ads 
they see. Microsoft opened up Edge 

browser extensions to testers in 
March, paving the way for AdBlock 
and other major extensions. Any 
Chrome or Firefox holdouts who have 
been waiting for this feature to make 
it to Edge can now make the jump.

AdBlock and AdBlock Plus are 
made by different companies, but 
represent the most popular ad-
blocking tools available -- AdBlock 
has 40 million users just through 
Google’s Chrome browser. Only 
Windows 10 preview users can access 
the new extensions for now, but 
the service could expand to the full 
platform soon.

Microsoft Edge can now scrub the 
web with AdBlock and AdBlock Plus

Instagram changes iconic logo, 
internet trashes new design

Google is making it easier to 
translate text on Android. The new 

feature is called Tap to Translate, and it 
arrives in an update to Google Translate 
for Android. The feature allows a 
Translate icon to automatically pop up, 
similar to a facebook chat head inside 
of other apps after you have highlighted 
the text in a foreign language. The pop 
up will also allow you to translate text 
from your first language back into the 
foreign language you are reading.

Google says it should work inside 
any app, be it a chat app, a browser, or so 
on, so long as you can highlight the text. 
Microsoft added basically the same 
feature to its Android translation app 

last month, but it placed the translate 
option in the cut / copy / paste menu, 
which was less convenient than the 
present Google Translate.

Google is also planning on bringing a 
few more updates to Google Translate. 
An offline mode is rolling out on 
iOS, with each offline language only 
requiring a small 25MB of space. 

Google Translate now works inside any app on Android




