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 rising to its full 
potential on the 

world arena

GCC countries to cut defense spending 
A new report on global 

defense spending by leading 
professional services firm 

Deloitte says that falling oil prices in 
GCC states could lead to a reining in of 
defense and security-related purchases.

The Deloitte report, ‘2016 Global 
Aerospace and Defence Sector 
Outlook’ says that declining oil 
prices will not augur well for global 
defense manufacturers and suppliers, 
especially those in the United States 
and Europe. The report notes that in 
the 2008-09 slowdown triggered by 
the financial crisis, GCC buyers acted 
as a counterbalancing force against the 
tepid conditions in western economies. 
During the earlier era of high oil prices, 
the GCC nations with strong cash 
positions undertook multi-billion dollar 

defense modernization programs, 
aimed at equipping their militaries with 
sophisticated weaponry.

The report points out that, for 
example, Saudi Arabia spent US$80.8 
billion, or 10 percent of its GDP, on 

defense in 2014, making it among the 
top five largest defense-spending 
countries in the world. “However, lower 
oil prices are likely to affect the cash 
reserves of these GCC countries 

Continued on Page 14

The World Bank once comfortably 
earned enough to be self-sus-

taining. Today, it is rapidly becoming 
welfare-dependent. Periodic contribu-
tions from wealthy governments have 
propped up lending to poor countries, 
but these are unlikely to be increased, 
and some may be discontinued as do-
nors redeploy aid budgets to refugee 

programs. The problem is not that 
emerging economies have no desire to 
borrow; they desperately need funds 
for infrastructure and other invest-
ments. The problem is that the Bank 
is too slow to process loans, which has 
increasingly made it the last choice for 
many of its potential clients.

Whereas a commercial lender might 

take three months to prepare and 
disburse a loan, the Bank takes more 
than two years. And its efforts to speed 
up the process, which began in 2013, have 
reduced the average time only slightly, 
from 28 months to 25.2 months; in some 
regions (accounting for a third of the 
Bank’s lending), the wait has actually 

Continued on Page 14

Tsai Ing-wen representing 
Taiwan’s Democratic Progressive 

Party (DPP) has been elected Taiwan’s 
first female president. Ms. Tsai, 59, 
took a commanding lead from the 
start of vote counting and half-
way through, Eric Chu, 
chairman of the ruling 
Kuomintang (KMT), had 
to admit defeat.

The election result 
marks a turning point in 
Taiwan’s democracy and 
relationship with China. 
The DPP led by Ms. Tsai 
wants independence 
from China. Although 
she has not made her stance clear, 
opponents say Taiwan’s relations 
with China will deteriorate as she 
does not recognize the ‘one China’ 
policy. China sees Taiwan as a 
breakaway province - which it has 
threatened to take back by force if 
necessary.

The KMT has been in power for 
most of the past 70 years and has 

overseen improved relations with 
Beijing – Ms. Tsai’s victory means this 
is only the second-ever victory for the 
DPP. The first was by pro-independence 
advocate Chen Shui-bian - during his 
time as president between 2000 and 

2008 tensions escalated 
with China. 

Ms. Tsai lost a 
presidential bid in 2012 
but has subsequently 
led the party to regional 
election victories. She has 
won increased support 
from the public partly 
because of widespread 
dissatisfaction over 

the KMT and President Ma Ying-
jeou’s handling of the economy and 
widening wealth gap. 

In 2014, hundreds of students 
occupied the parliament in the largest 
show of anti-Chinese sentiment 
on the island for years. Labeled the 
Sunflower Movement, protesters 
demanded more transparency in 
trade pacts negotiated with China.

Taiwan elects first 
female president

World Bank increasingly out-of-touch with world’s needs
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SPARK Athletic Center 
organized the ‘2016 SPARK 
Marathon’ on 16 January, 

starting from Marina Crescent in 
Salmiya. 

 “SPARK Marathon 2016 is a 
nonprofit sporting event that focuses 
on spreading the concept of health 
and fitness around Kuwait,” said 
Abdulmohsen Saleh Al-Babtain, 
Executive Director of SPARK Athletic 
Center. He added, “Our goal is to 

utilize sports as a tool to evaluate 
the awareness level pertaining to 
public health and education, as well 
as to showcase undiscovered talents 
who are capable of participating in 
international events.”

He went on to note that proceeds 
from the event will aid local and 
international charity organizations, 
including the UNHCR and Al-Sidra 
Association for Psychological Care of 
Cancer Patients.

The ‘SPARK Marathon 2016’ 
included races for male and female 
participants and is divided into four 
main categories: 5km, 10km, 21km 
and 42km. The total value of prizes 
allocated was US$100,000 making 
it the biggest open sporting event in 
Kuwait. 

Other than the race, several other 
supporting sports activities were held 
at the Burgan Bank Village in Marina 
Crescent.

SPARK Athletic Center organizes ‘SPARK MARATHON 2016’

Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, re-

cently hosted a Public Relations and 
Adverting seminar at its main head-
quarters in Shuwaikh for students 
from the American University of 
Kuwait (AUK). The students were in-
troduced to an overview of the com-
pany’s leading experience in Public 
Relations and Marketing. 

Zain’s Corporate Communications 
& Relations and Marketing teams 
presented the visiting students with 
a detailed explanatory session about 

Zain’s leading experiences and strat-
egies in the fields of public relations, 
editorial and media, social media, 
and advertising. 

Zain regularly hosts seminars 
and student field trips in line with its 
active Corporate Social Responsibility 
strategy that caters to the youth and 
education sectors. These seminars 
include a series of workshops and 
development programs that focus 
on the development of school and 
university students’ skills. 

Similar activities are conducted all 

year-round with students of various 
age groups to further increase their 
knowledge of the telecom industry in 
Kuwait. These programs are offered 
to students on an annual basis 
and are targeted in collaboration 
with public and private educational 
institutions, reflecting Zain’s ongoing 
efforts in promoting the education 
and development of the country’s 
youth. According to Zain, this in turn 
will help prepare the youth for the 
important roles they have to play in 
the further progress of the country.

Zain hosts PR and Advertising 
seminar for AUK students

A group of brilliant Kuwaiti fe-
male students began a tour 

in Ningxia, autonomous region in 
China on 10 January, as part of an 
annual trip organized by Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic Develop-
ment (KFAED) and the Ministry of 
Education. 

The trip included a visit to 
Ningxia’s public hospital in Yinch-
uan, the capital of the autonomous 
region, where the Hui Muslim eth-
nic community lives.

 The hospital, funded by KFAED 
with USD 34 million, contains 2,630 

beds and is currently considered the 
fourth best in China. The building is 
due to be renovated while another 
sub-branch of the hospital with 
800 beds will be opened.

The group also visited the 
Ningxia institute for Islamic stud-
ies, where students receive educa-
tion on Arabic, Islamic and litera-
ture subjects, as well as studies on 
Chinese history. The Kuwaiti stu-
dents were accompanied by their 
Chinese counterparts during their 
tour, where they shared their cul-
tural experience. 

Kuwaiti female students 
begin trip to China

‘Venalthanima 2016,’ a three 
day personality development 

and leadership training workshop, 
organized by Thanima, an active 
socio-cultural group in Kuwait will 
be held from 31 March to 2 April at 
the Thanima Centre, Kabd. This year, 
Venalthanima is preparing for a total 
educational experience which will 

be much more than a recreation.
The workshop will include inter-

active and activity oriented train-
ing sessions by experts on diverse 
topics, one of which is outdoor ac-
tivities. The sessions will be led by 
renowned human or personality 
development trainers along with a 
team of experts.

The participants will be divided 
into three groups of 40 each: sub ju-
niors (Class 4 and 5), juniors (Class 
6 -8) and seniors (Class 9 - 12).  The 
number of participants is limited to 
40 so it will be on first come-first-
serve basis. Interested students 
should register by 5 March at www.
thanimakuwait.com. 

‘Venalthanima 2016’ to be held in Kuwait
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BSK students perform 
'Aladdin jr' the musical

The Shakespeare Theatre on the British School of 
Kuwait (BSK) campus was a hive of excitement and 

expectation as the students performed ‘Aladdin Jr’ the 
musical before parents and guests. The performance 
covered the familiar classic of ‘rags to riches’ tale 
featuring the young hero ‘Aladdin’; a beautiful heroine 
Jasmine, a captivating Genie, a flying carpet and not to 
forget, the evil villain, Jafar.

BSK’s colorful interpretation had a healthy dose 
of humor, music and song. The students showcased 
their talents, some of whom were performing for the 
first time. The audience was entranced by the comic 
timing, live music and vibrant dance numbers, all of 
which ensured that the tale of Aladdin was thoroughly 
enjoyed. The striking costumes and set designs were 
well captured and created an awe-inspiring atmosphere 
that transported the audience back to the deserts of the 
‘Arabian Nights.’ The BSK team and cast of ‘Aladdin Jr.’ 
were congratulated on their performance.

UAE Minister of State, Reem Al Hashimy cited potential opportunities in renewable energy sector during her meeting with Guyana’s 
President Granger.

Kids Chess Tournament 2016 
to be held on 5 February

The Kids Chess Tournament 2016 will be organized 
on 5 February 2016 at the India International School 

(IIS), Mangaf. Registration is from 9.00 to 10.00 am at the 
venue with a KD3 fee per participant.

Interested players are invited to participate according 
to their age group which are divided into four categories 
for boys and girls; Under 7 (born in 2006 or later), Under 
10 (born in 2006 or later), Under 14 (Born in 2002 or later) 
and Under 18 (born in 1998 or later). The tournament will 
follow the Swiss pairing of 
five rounds with the current 
FIDE tournament rules to be 
applied for pairing and final 
ranking. Each game will be 
played for 30 minutes, and 
no additional bonus time 
will be granted.  The chess 
clock will be introduced 
any time after 30 minute of play till the end. Unfinished 
games, after 1 hour will be decided with 5 minute each. 
There will be penalties for players arriving at the table 
late, any player who causes delays from the start of the 
round shall lose points. Players are prohibited from using 
any electronic device during the game. Finally, the Tourna-
ment Director may amend or add any rule later, and his 
decision is binding on all players, on all matters of dispute.

Prizes are awarded for first, second and third place 
winners in each category, while consolation prizes given 
to all participants up to the tenth position. Players will 
receive certificates for participation. For more details: 
contact Master Arasu at 5585 6439 or (WHATSAPP/call) 
6760 3290. Email: masterarasu@outlook.com

UAE Minister of State lauds meeting with Guyana’s President Granger
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The Indian Institute of 
Management-Calcutta (IIMC) 
was established in 1961 by the 

Indian government in collaboration 
with Alfred P. Sloan School of 
Management, the Ford Foundation, 
the Government of West Bengal and 
the Indian industry. Over the past 
five decades, IIMC has evolved as an 
International Centre of Excellence in 
all facets of Management Education. 
Today it is one of the finest business 
schools in Asia.

Prof. Shekhar Chaudhuri, the former 
director of IIMC and a consultant with 
the World Bank, recently spoke about 
the institute that he helped nurture 
and the various initiatives that have 
propelled IIMC to its present great 
heights. 

Prof. Chaudhuri began by speak-
ing about the internationalization of 
IIMC. “Till the first 40 years of their 
existence none of the IIMs had any 
significant international orientation 
other than offering a few courses like 

international management, interna-
tional competitiveness, international 
marketing, international finance, etc. 
We did not have internationalization in 
a real sense until the last 10-12 years. In 
2003, for the first time, we articulated 
a common vision for the Institute and 
that was to develop it as an interna-
tional center of excellence in all facets 
of management education.

“In 2002 we had five to six foreign 
institutions as partners and today this 

number has grown close to 50 and 
we have partners all over the world 
mostly in Europe; some are in USA, 
Australia and Asia. We send 90-100 
students every year and get about 50-
70 students from these institutions.

“Last year we also signed double 
degree diploma program ESCP Europe, 
which is one of the top schools in 
Europe, it has various campuses in 
Europe the first one was in Paris. 
The program has been activated and 
students have come from there and 
our students have also gone there. We 
are also working on starting a double 
degree doctoral program with a well-

known research oriented institution in 
the US.  “The numbers of cases used in 
the courses have also been increased. 
We have an arrangement with Harvard 
Business School publishing from where 
we can buy any number of cases and 
this enables our faculty to use any of 
Harvard Business School materials, be 
it teaching notes, industry notes, etc. 
and after that use of cases have gone 
up significantly. For past four years 

we have been deputing our faculty 
members to Harvard Business School; 
every year we send four people for 
learning, for faculty development and 
internationalization.

Highlighting some of the other 
initiatives taken during his tenure 
as director, Prof. Chaudhuri said, “In 
2007, we launched a PG program 
for executives in leadership in 
manufacturing, under the aegis 
of the National Manufacturing 
Competitiveness Council (NMCC) as 
we felt the need for attention in the 
sector. 

“In 2009, we changed our admission 
criteria; earlier we were taking admission 
through CAT, but to increase the 
number of students we now have 
different channels though which we take 
admission. While we used to get seven-
eight students in our doctoral program, 
in past few years the number has gone 
up to 20-30 students every year.

Elaborating on the basic difference 
in the teaching-learning environment 
at Indian and foreign institutions, Prof. 
Chaudhuri said, “ In my experience 
of teaching in foreign institutions, 
mostly in US institutions in both under 
graduate (UG) and post graduate (PG) 
programs, I noticed that the students 
are much more serious in foreign 
institutions at UG level than in India. 

“Another difference is that faculty 
at IIMs are handling various things 
like teaching, training, consultancy 
projects which are called institutional 
activity. In US, faculty members are 
required to just teach, and training 
and consultancy are considered their 
individual activity, with no sharing of 
income with the institution. 

“However, when comparing the 
quality of teaching at IIMs with a very 
large number of institutions in US, not 
the top ones, I would say that the older 
IIMs are far better than the US ones in 
terms of quality of teaching, it is far 
high quality here.”

Clarifying on the plans to open an 
IIMC campus abroad, Prof. Chaudhuri 
revealed, “We have been talking about 
it but till now there has been no serious 
development on this, it is there on the 
horizon. Right now we have so many 
Indian students here itself who need 

admission and we can expand our 
programs. The Government of India 
is encouraging IIMs to get foreign 
students in India and we are working 
on it as priority within our rules. The 
government also plans to organize 
some road shows for this abroad, this 
will bring diversity and our students 
will get exposure and then when they 
go out and get jobs in foreign countries 

it will be easier for them.”
With regard to future plans of 

IIMC and placing greater emphasis on 
research work, Prof. Chaudhuri noted, 
“We are looking to add another 30 - 40 
faculty members in next few years and 
would like to recruit people with very 
strong research orientation because 
our goal is to become a much more 
research oriented institution. We are 
focusing on two aspects teaching 
excellence and research excellence, 

these will be two guiding factors for us. 
We are inviting people from different 
universities both foreign and Indian 
so that our faculty members develop 
relationship with them and they would 
come to know what is happening at 
other institutions and this would give 
push to research.

“We would also like to have more 
faculty development programs as now 
we are sending faculty to Harvard to 
acquaint our faculty members with 
latest techniques and orientation to 
become absolutely world class. We 
also want to strengthen our student 
exchange program; we would like to 
increase number of students in all of 
our programs. The other challenge 
would be to strengthen our executive 
education further.

“We also have plan to start very 
strong online program which will be 
a post graduate certificate though we 
have not finalized it as it is in planning 
stage and in later stage we may be able 
to award diploma through our online 
programs. 

For that we will need to have 
very strong admission process, then 
curriculum, examination, etc. so that 
we can reach out to very large number 
of people. We are also planning to 
develop a management teacher’s 
program where people from industry 
or other university would like to come 
and spend a year at our campus and 
work as faculty member,” said the 
professor in conclusion.

DIMENSIONS

India’s IIMs offer 
world-class learning environment  
Prof. Shekhar Chaudhuri, the former director of IIMC and a consultant with the World Bank, speaks about the institute that he 

helmed and the various initiatives that have propelled IIMC to its present great heights. 

In 2002 we had five to 
six foreign institutions as 
partners and today this 
number has grown close to 
50 and we have partners 
all over the world.
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More than 300 Indians attended the 14th Pravasi 
Bhartiya Divas (PBD) celebrations held at 
the Indian Embassy auditorium on 9 January, 

to mark the contribution of overseas Indians to the 
development of India.

The day was marked by select group of India community 
members speaking and giving suggestions on various 
issues that they felt needed to be addressed.

In his opening address to the gathering, Indian 
Ambassador H.E. Sunil Jain highlighted the various 
achievements during the past year, while also providing 
data on the various activities and functioning of the 
embassy. He called on Indian associations to take a more 
active role in community affairs as the embassy had 
limited strength and resources to look into the needs of 
the growing Indian community 

Highlighting some of the major achievements of the 
embassy during 2015, Ambassador Jain pointed to the 
following: 
• Illegal flow of Indian female domestic workers stopped;
• Recruitment of Indian nurses streamlined through three 

State Manpower Recruitment Agencies; viz. NORKA, 
ODEPC & OMCL; cutting off huge bribes being paid to 
middlemen

• Trade & Investment: During last two years, Indian EPC 
companies namely, L&T, Shapoorji Pallonji, ESSAR, 
DODSAL and Simplex and Kalpataru Transmission 
received major contracts worth $6 billion. In December 
2015, an announcement with regard to Kuwait 
Investment Authority (KIA)’s investment of US$300 
million in GMR Infrastructure Limited was made   

• Air Connectivity: Kuwait Airways now operates daily 
flights to New Delhi, as well as started flights to 
Ahmadabad and Bengaluru; 

• FE remittances to India:  US$4.8 billion sent to India 
from Kuwait

• Indian community in Kuwait grew by 5-6 percent during 2015.

Issues raised during the speeches 
included the following:
• Streamlining the functioning of the 

204 Indian associations registered 
with the Indian embassy in Kuwait 

• The need for the Indian embassy 
and Indian associations, as 
community representatives, to look 
into the functioning of the Indian 
Community School Kuwait

• The need to provide greater 
assistance to distressed Indians

• A platform to organize cultural 
events,  

• Increase engagement  with local 
population to promote India,

• To provide more training to Indians in the field of 
science and education

• Unjust increase of airfares by national carrier
• Advice on stress related and health issues for the 

community 
• Insurance and pension schemes.

The event was held in a free, frank and friendly 
atmosphere and members of the various Indian 
associations were able to express their opinions and also 
raise questions to the speakers.

The government of India this year had decided 
to change the format and conduct regional Pravasi 
gatherings, enabling issues of local concern to also be 
addressed enabling a broader base of suggestions for 
implementation.

A.K. Srivastava, First Secretary information and 
counsellor at the embassy, conducted the event and 
Subashis Goldar, Deputy Chief of Mission (DCM), summed 
up the speakers suggestions and assured that the embassy 
noted them for consideration/implementation.

LOCAL

Reaven D’Souza

Vibheesh Tikkodi

S.K. Wadhawan

Sajeev Peter

Chaitali Roy

Ashfaque Khan

Rajpal Tyagi

A.K. Srivastava

Dr. Shansethil

Dr. Vinod Grover

H.E. Sunil Jain

Mohd Farooq

Prasanth Nair

Sunoj Nambiar

Sharafuddeen Kanneth

Particulars Calendar 
Year 2015

Calendar 
Year 2014  

Comments/Remarks

Passports 87,083 75,031  Increase of 16%

Visas 13,259 12,719 Increase of 4.2%

Attestations 94,363 96,145 Decrease 1.8%

Emergency 
Certificates

3,923 2,815 Increase of 40% 

Marriage 
Registrations

45 35 Increase of 28%

Birth Registrations 4,568 4,691 Decrease by 2 %

Deaths of Indian 
nationals 

611 559 Increase by 9% - Rise in 
suicide, traffic accidents death 
cases.504 mortal remains sent 
to India and 107 local burials. 

Death 
compensation 
remitted to next of 
kin in India

Rs. 6.33 
Crore

Rs. 6.19 
Crore

-

Labour Contracts 
Visas (18)

 62,587 38,088 Increase of 64%

Labour Contracts
Visas (20) 

27,911 54,126 Decline by 50%- as female 
domestic work contracts have 
been stopped since December 
2014.

Shelter provided 726 714 -

Repatriation by 
Embassy

446 539 Decline by 20%

Deportation by 
Kuwaiti authorities

824 818 -

Air tickets provided 
under ICWF

250 278 Decrease by 11%

Indians in local Jails  376 281 Increase of 33% in drug and 
alcohol-related cases

The comparative chart of services rendered by Embassy during the calendar year 
2015, vis-à-vis 2014, is given below:

Indian Embassy hosts 14th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
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Kalyan Jewellers congratulates winner of third campaign draw

Kalyan Jewellers, one of the 
leading jewelry brands in the 
Middle East, announced Mr. 

Prashant as the winner of the ‘Half-
Kilo Gold Every Week’ campaign.  
NR Venkatraman – HO of Overseas 
operations handed over the prize 
during a ceremony at the Kalyan 
Jewellers Branch in Kuwait City on 11 
January. The campaign, held between 
8 December and 31 January, rewards 
winners of a lucky draw with a half-
kilo gold bar.

Customers can participate in the 
campaign with a minimum purchase 
of KD120 at any of the three Kalyan 
Jewellers showrooms in Kuwait. Those 
who buy gold will receive one coupon, 
whereas those buying diamonds will 
receive two coupons for automatic 
entry into the lucky draw. There is also 

a ‘Scratch and Win’ element built into 
the coupons wherein customers can 
win gold coins of one gram, 0.750g, 
0.500g, 0.250g and 0.100g.

Ramesh Kalyanaraman, Executive 

Director Marketing and Operations, 
Kalyan Jewellers said, “The half-
kilo gold campaign is a compelling 
proposition for customers. It allows 
them to take advantage of the soft 

gold prices and also avail of the 
opportunity to win half-kilo gold and 
extract maximum value out of their 
purchases. ‘’

There will be four lucky winners 

picked from four draws in Kuwait. 
The draw dates, which are spread over 
nine weeks, were held on 17 and 27 
December and the recent ones on 11 
and 31 January, 2016.

Everyone’s First Choice

SINCE 1985
Hawally
22626782
22626783 /4

Farwaniya
24726126 / 7
24740003 / 4

Salmiya 2
25729292
25729293

Salmiya 1
25722223
25722224

Marina Mall
22244523Fintas

23900026
23900027

Fahaheel
23911174
23911175

Jahra
24565111 / 222
24565333

22425131
22425132

Sharq

Al-Rayan
23911174 
23911175 

Sharm El-Sheikh
+20693604548

fahaheel@mughalmahal.com - www.mughalmahal.com

Our branches

19
85

 - 2
015

The Embassy of Pakistan, 
Kuwait, in association with 

the National Council for Culture, 
Arts and Letters (NCCAL) and Bait 
Al-Othman Museum, organized 
a concert titled Sham-e-Ghazal 
featuring the talented Pakistani 
singer Fariha Pervez, on 10 January 
at the Bait Al-Othman in Hawally. 
Members of the diplomatic corps, 

dignitaries and people from various 
nationalities were among the 
gathering at the concert.

Ms. Pervez sung with a 
mesmerizing voice and its richness 
underscored the beauty of ghazal 
singing whilst expressing the deep 
meaning in the poetic verses. Her 
style of singing is highly regarded 
all throughout Pakistan for being 

incredibly charming and emotional, 
and she conveyed the essence of the 
songs with skill.

The concert was a complete 
treat for all present, many of 
whom were greatly fascinated with 
Ghazal music.  Fariha Pervez left an 
indelible mark in Kuwait with her 
superb artistry as lead singer of the 
program.

Fariha Pervez’s extraordinary voice
enthralls at ghazal concert

Writers Forum, Kuwait 
organized a New Year session 

on 8 January at the Salmiya residence 
of the President of the forum, 
Umesh Sharma which was presided 
over by English story and poetry 
writer Rajesh Verlerkar. During this 
session, writers and poets presented 
their best works on various national 
and social issues. Hindi and Marathi 
writer Chhaya Athalve was the chief 
guest of the evening. The event was 
conducted by General Secretary 
Tajwer Sultana.

The story session began with a 
story by budding writer, Nazneen 
Ali, titled  ‘Khushnaseebya 
Badnaseeb’, a story based on a girl 
child, followed by Chhaya Athalve 
who read out a story titled ‘Nukkad 
Natak’ based on corruption.

The poetry session featured 
poets reciting poems that touched 
on social and national issues with 

an aim to draw attention towards 
the social and emotional crisis of 
the society. All members including 
Rajiv Athavale and Dr. (Ms.) Sabiha 
Bilgrami, appreciated the Hindi 
couplet recitation by Sunil Sonsi, 
which was written for his Fouji 
friend.

Mr. Umesh Sharma, Ms. Tajwer 
Sultana and Mr. Ravin Singh recited 
Hindi poems while Afroz Alam, 
Sayeed Nazar Kadapawi, S. Qamar 
Minto and Kamal Ansari recited 
Urdu poetry. Mohan Singh read out 
an English poem ‘Father’ on behalf 
of his daughter Praminder Kaur.

The Chief Guest Ms. Athalve 
concluded the program by sharing 
her thoughts on the evening’s 
proceedings. The President, Mr. 
Verlekar read out an inspiring poem 
about the nation, and showed 
appreciation for the creative work of 
the members.

Writers Forum, Kuwait 
organizes New Year session
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   D I N I N G  I N  K U W A I T
For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 

http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at dining@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

Zaatar W Zeit is located in the Menus Complex off the Coastal 
road in Abu Halifa. They can also be found in The Avenues, 
Marina Crescent, Shamiya Mall. To contact: Call, 1800333

Whether you head in for a great 
lunch or pizza or wraps, a simple 

snack of zaatar mankousheh, or just 
coffee, the venue and menu selections 
has something for everyone.

The sunlit dining area is equipped 
with booths and tables for intimate or 
large parties. You can transform yourself 
to Lebanon through the wall to ceiling 
photographs of Lebanese scenes or 
simply enjoy a dessert with the ocean 
breeze in the large outside eating area.

Whatever your reasons to check out 
this spot on the Coastal Road, you will 
undoubtedly notice the clean and organic 
feel. Wooden tables, a chalkboard menu 
and wooden barstools at the counter 
gives the feeling that you are not in just 
another restaurant in Kuwait, but that 
you are about to get ‘fresh wholesome 
goodness in every bite’ as promised.

Start with their basics by trying out 
the chicken sticks with honey mustard 
dip and the old 3 Cheese Sambousek. 
For the health conscious who would 
not touch a fried stick, they have the 
delicious Zooza Salad, which includes 
baked potatoes, white beans, boiled egg, 
corn and black olives on a bed of lettuce 
and tuna, dressed with mustard vinegar.

The Manakeesh menu they have 
the Aarous Labneh, which includes 
traditional cream yogurt spread, 
served with olives tapenade, tomatoes, 
cucumbers and fresh mint leaves. Also 
have a go of their Cheese Moutabbal 
with its diced tomatoes and chopped 
onions, served as wrap or flat bread.

For those with little bolder taste 
buds, try out the Spizy Chicken from 
their special wraps menu. This marinated 
chicken is coated in melted cheese, with 
sautéed peppers, spinach and onions and 
a bit of their homemade spicy sauce. The 
Turkey & Cheese wrap also has its own 
specialty. This wrap includes melted 
cheese topped with slices of smoked 
turkey, pickles, lettuce and tomatoes 

seasoned with mayo mustard. For drinks 
try their fresh squeezed apple, orange, 
carrot or lemon juice.

Pizza lovers have a whole new taste 
to experience, including the Traditional 
Pizza, Steak Pizza and the delicious 
Ultimate Cheese Pizza, which is for all 
cheese lovers. The steak pizza is topped 
with pizza sauce, marinated beef, fresh 

mushrooms, green pepper, fresh onions, 
cheddar and mozzarella cheese.

Zaatar W Zeit’s desserts come in 
a cup, so you can always take it home 
and enjoy later. Their dessert menu 
boasts of vanilla custard, a specialty 
tiramisu, chocolate mousse and the 
delicious chocolate banana wrap. Zaatar 
W Zeit has its own delicious Strawberry 
Cheesecake. This traditionally heavy 
dessert is as light as a mousse, yet as 
creamy as a New York Cheesecake, on 
a light graham crumb bed with a thin 
layer of strawberry sauce. It proves as a 
perfect end to a delicious meal.

Zaatar W Zeit 
The menu that makes classic even better

Located in the Menus Complex in Abu Halifa is Zaatar W Zeit. 
The franchise is best known for its variety of Lebanese food, 

especially its much loved mankousheh. 

FOOD

Pie: A pie is a baked dish, usually made 
of a pastry-dough casing that encloses 
a filling of various sweet or savory 
ingredients. Pies come in a variety of 

sizes, ranging from bite-sized ones to 
those designed for multiple servings. 
They usually use softer pastry, looser 
filling and generally have sloped sides.
Although pies might include meat and 
fish, they are generally associated with 
sweet ingredients.

Tart: A tart is a baked dish consisting 
of a filling over a pastry base with an 
open top. The pastry is usually short-
crust pastry and the filling may be 
sweet, as tarts are usually fruit-
based. The French word tarte can 
be translated to either pie or tart, as 
both are mainly the same with the 
exception of a pie usually covering 
the filling in pastry, while flans and 
tarts leave it open. Tarts are also free-

standing with firm pastry, thick filling, 
and perpendicular sides.

Crustless cranberry pie: Preheat 
the oven to 175 degrees C. Grease 
one 9 inch pie pan. Combine one 
cup all-purpose flour, one cup sugar 
and ¼ teaspoon salt. Stir in ½ cup 
melted butter, two beaten eggs and 
one teaspoon almond extract. Add 
two cups of cranberries and ½ cup 
chopped walnuts and toss to coat. If 
you are using frozen cranberries, the 
mixture will be very thick. Spread 
the batter into the prepared pan and 
bake for 40 minutes or until a wooden 
pick inserted near the center comes 
out clean. Serve warm with whipped 
cream or ice cream.

Raspberry tart: In a medium bowl, 
blend together one cup all-purpose 
flour, ½ cup butter and two tablespoons 
sugar. Let the mixture chill for 1 hour. 
Preheat the oven to 190 degrees C. Pat 
the chilled mixture into a nine inch tart 
pan and bake in the preheated oven 
for ten minutes. Once out, allow it to 
cool. Add four cups of raspberries in the 
crust. Heat a jar of jam in the microwave 
until it begins to boil and then pour it 
over the fruit. Cover and refrigerate for 
about one hour.

 Another dish often grouped with pie 
and the tart is the flan. However flans 
usually do not have a dough casing and 
they are more like sponge cakes with a 
sweet or savory filling. Crème Caramel 
is a good example of a popular flan 
dessert 

Spanish flan: Preheat oven to 175 
degrees C. In a small nonstick saucepan, 
heat 2/3 cup of sugar over medium 
heat. Shake and swirl occasionally to 
distribute the sugar until it is dissolved 
and begins to brown. Lift the pan over 
the heat source and continue to brown 
the sugar until it becomes a dark 
golden brown. You may slightly stir 
while cooking, but continually stirring 
causes the sugar to crystallize. Pour 
the caramelized sugar into a 1 1/2 quart 
casserole dish or a large loaf pan, and 
swirl to coat the bottom of the pan 
evenly.

In a blender, combine one can of 
sweetened condensed milk, two cups 
heavy cream, one cup milk, five eggs 
and two teaspoons vanilla extract. 
Blend on high for one minute and pour 
over the caramelized sugar.

Place the filled casserole dish into 
a larger pan and add one inch of hot 
water to the outer pan. Bake in the 
preheated oven for 50 to 60 minutes, 
or until set.

Tip
s

If you over-salt something, 
throw a potato into the pot. 
It will suck up all the salt 
and leave the dish tasting 
delicious.

When you grill, pull your 
steaks out of the refrigerator 
one hour ahead of time so 
that they can come to room 
temperature.

To help keep an onion 
together while dicing, do not 
remove the root.

Savor your dessert 
with pie or tart

A pie and a tart are more than just a dessert to top a meal; in the right hands 
they can become intricately prepared works of culinary art. Although many 
people consider the two to be the similar, the pie and the tart each have their 

own individuality. Let us take a look:
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The two countries enjoy cordial 
bilateral relations and have 
the same aspirations for the 

peace and prosperity of their peoples. 
The two also share similar viewpoints 
and hold identical positions on many 
international and regional issues. 

Since launching diplomatic 
relations more than four decades ago, 
Kuwait and Mexico have reinforced 
their ties in various domains, including 
in the diplomatic, political, economic 
and cultural fields. Giving further 
impetus to the strong relations has 
been the opening of embassies in 

each other’s capitals, the exchange 
of visits by high-powered delegations, 
holding of Joint-Committee meetings 
and the signing of various bilateral 
agreements.

On the diplomatic and political 
fronts, Kuwait and Mexico decisively 
support full respect for international 
law and legal equality of states, 
their sovereignty and independence. 
The two nations also believe in the 
promotion of collective security 
through active participation in 
international organizations, the 
peaceful resolution of conflicts and 
non-intervention in the domestic 
affairs of other countries.

Reinforcing this friendly and 
reciprocal diplomatic relations, in early 
December 2015, Kuwait’s ambassador 
to Mexico Samih Jawhar Hayat met 
with the Mexican Foreign Minister 

Claudia Massieu and reviewed bilateral 
relations in the political, economic, 
commercial, cultural and investment 
fields. Both sides agreed to enhance 
strategic cooperation in all domains 
and to continue talks on international 
and regional issues of mutual interest 
while promoting bilateral ties in all 
fields. While size- and population-wise 
the two countries have no comparison 
— Mexico’s 1.9 million square 
kilometers of land and over 125 million 
population downright eclipsing 
Kuwait’s 18,000 square kilometers of 
land and four million population — the 

two countries are both oil exporters 
producing  roughly the same amount, 
of around three million barrels, of 
oil per day. However, in addition to 
oil, Mexico has a highly productive 
manufacturing industry that has 
helped propel the country into one of 
the most dynamic export markets in 
the world. 

Over the past thirty years, Mexico 
has successfully transitioned into an 
electoral democracy and opened up its 
economy to market reforms that have 
developed competitive industries. 
Mexico’s free market economy, with 
a GDP in 2015 worth more than two 
trillion dollars, in purchasing power 
parity, is the 11th largest in the world. 
In addition, the country also possesses 
unrivalled potential in terms of growth 
and investment. Analysts also believe 
that by 2050, Mexico could well have 

the fifth largest economy in the world.
For long, the economy of Mexico 

has been inextricably linked to that of 
the United States and Canada, its two 
larger neighbors to the north. Since 
the signing of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 
1994, which created one of the world’s 
largest free trade zones, the three 
countries have witnessed exceptional 
economic growth and rising prosperity. 
Today, it is estimated that NAFTA 
partners exchange between them 
more than US$2.6 billion in goods 
every day.

Since taking office in 2012, the 
country’s government, led by the 
dashing and energetic President 
Peña Nieto, has been reinvigorating 
the economy, prioritizing 
structural economic reforms and 
competitiveness, while giving a 
much-needed boost to the private 
sector. Constitutional amendments 
under the new government have also 
shaken up various economic sectors, 
including energy, telecommunications, 
labor, investment and taxes, leading 
to the stimulation of a new era of 
economic modernization.

Reiterating the principle that 
free trade increases wealth and 
competitiveness, the government has 
been promoting the manufacturing 
sector, with its export-oriented 
policies delivering real benefits to 
ordinary people. As of 2015, Mexico had 
a GDP per capita of US$18,370 which 
was the highest in the Latin American 
region. Producing more automobiles 
than any other North American nation 
and accounting for a large share of the 
continent’s electronics trade, Mexican 
exports have more than tripled since 
the signing of NAFTA. 

Mexico also has free-trade 
agreements with a host of other 

countries, including China, the 
European Union and Japan, as well as 
with its neighbors in the Caribbean 
and Latin America. In fact, Mexico 
manufactures and exports the same 
amount of goods as the rest of Latin 
America combined and foreign trade 
forms a greater percentage of Mexico’s 
economy than that of any other large 
country in the world.

The new government has also been 
aggressively promoting investments 
and manufacturing in Mexico. With 
free-trade agreements signed with 
more than 40 countries worldwide, 
Mexico is an ideal location for 
investments and for setting up new 
businesses, with any manufacturer in 
Mexico gaining immediate duty-free 
access to 60 percent of the world GDP. 
Foreign investment in automotive 
facilities has doubled in the last few 
years to 12 billion in 2014. As a result, 
Mexico has grown to become the 
seventh largest auto manufacturer and 
the fourth largest auto exporter in the 
world. In 2014, Mexico also attracted 
366 Greenfield investment projects 

totaling an estimated $33 billion and 
capital investment levels have risen 
over the past two years. In addition, 
the Mexican Congress passed a bill in 
December 2013 to partly privatize the 
country’s oil industry to attract foreign 
direct investment. The new bill permits 
foreign oil companies can now share 
in any profits from oil recovered from 
new wells, encouraging international 
investment in the exploration of 
Mexico’s rich deep-water oil fields and 
its natural gas reserves. 

Also, in the tourism sector, the 
government has keenly supported 
the expansion of tourism venues and 
facilities in the country. Mexico is 
ranked among the top-ten most visited 
countries of the world with around 32 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites located 
in the country. Last year almost 24 
million tourists visited Mexico and 
the government has announced an 
investment of $10 billion dollars in 176 
touristic projects around 27 locations 
in Mexico, adding 33,000 extra hotel 
rooms to meet the expected tourism 
rush in the immediate future. 

DIPLOMAT

THE TIMES KUWAIT Extends Heartiest Greetings to

His Excellency Enrique Peña Nieto
The President of Mexico

on the occasion of his state-visit to Kuwait 

Mexico — rising to its
full potential on the world arena

Kuwait, a dynamic and relatively young country, and Mexico, an 
emerging economic powerhouse, have plenty of opportunities 

to create synergetic relations in various fields. 
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17  January

Kuwait’s biggest Motor Show Auto Moto 16 
will be held at the 360 Mall for the fourth 
time, from 17 to 23 January. Auto Moto 16 will 
showcase the newest models of the year from 
more than 30 automotive brands and will offer 
financial services and exclusive promotions. 

n n n n n n n n n n

Ice skating winter carnival
Kuwait’s first outdoor Ice skating winter 
carnival will be held in Mishrif, behind 
Australian College of Kuwait and beside the 
International Fairgrounds from 17 January 
to 13 February, from 10am to 10pm. Various 
booths showcasing wide range of products 
will be present. Formore information and 
booth booking: Call, 96958858 or 22419893.

18 January

HORECA Kuwait fair
HORECA Kuwait fair will be held at the 
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa, from 
18 to 20 January, from 10am to 1pm and 
4:30pm to 8:30pm. The exhibitors include 
restaurants, hospitality, food and beverage 
and many more. For more information: Visit, 
http://www.horeca-kuwait.com/

20 January

Get Loud
The live music event, which will be held at 
Bayt Lothan, Hawally at 6:00pm, will feature 
The Afterthought, The Watertowers and 
Eccentric Electric. Tickets cost KD5 each 
and are available at the door.  For advance 
booking, visit Bayt Lothan from 9am to 1pm 
or from 5pm to 9pm. For more information: 
Call, 25755866.

21  January

UK Boarding Schools tour
UK Boarding Schools Tour Middle East will 
be visiting Kuwait at the Jumeirah Messilah 
Beach Hotel, from 2 to 7pm. They aim at 
meeting families interested in UK schools 
to offer impartial help and guidance on 
the best boarding school for each child. 
The information and advice is free of cost. 
For more information: Email. enquiries@
andersoneducation.co.kw or visit www.
andersoneducation.co.uk.

22 January

Cry Walk 2016 will be held at the Salmiya 
Garden, from 9am to 11am. All children 
born on or after 01.01.1997 are eligible to 
participate. Registration is free and children 
may walk, run or roller skate. For more 
details: Call, 66311842 or visit, http://www.
focckwt.org/

n n n n n n n n n n

Ashtanga yoga
The yoga workshop will be held at the Viking 
Club at Radisson Blu Hotel on 22 and 23 
January from 8:30am to 10:30am and 6:30pm 
to 8:30pm.

23 January

K’S PATH Shelter Open Day
The Open Day will be held by The Kuwait 
Society for the Protection of Animals and 
Their Habitat (K’S PATH) at the Wafra 
Shelter from 10am to 2pm. The entry price 
is KD2 per person. This event will include 
grooming cats, walking dogs and meeting 
donkeys and horses. Individual pets are not 
allowed to the event. 
For more information: Visit: www.kspath.
org or call 67001622

01 February

Kuwait Yacht Show
The 4th edition of the Yacht Show will be 
held at the Marina Crescent from 1 to 4 
February. This event showcases products 
that focus on the yacht and marine industry 
of Kuwait. It brings professionals and leaders 
of the industry together to communicate and 
interact with each other about the major 
developments and new opportunities that 
have been lately produced in this sector. 

n n n n n n n n n n

Free fitness classes
Free fitness classes will be held at B.FIT studio 
in Salmiya. Classes include Zumba, Masala 
Bhangra workout, aerobics, toning and much 
more. To register: Call, 65077062

n n n n n n n n n n

NYF offers free yoga classes
Free yoga, breathing, meditation and reiki 
classes will be held by an experienced female 
yoga teacher for all age groups. Classes are 
assigned on the basis of different health 
problems, stress and other problems by 
different techniques. For more information: 
Call, 99315825.

05  February

MahaQuizzer Mideast 2016
The 4th edition of annual solo written quiz, 
titled MahaQuizzer Mideast 2016, conducted 
by National Institute of Technology Calicut 
Alumni Association (NITCAA Kuwait) in as-
sociation with Kar-
nataka Quiz Asso-
ciation (KQA) will 
be simultaneously 
held at three centers, 
Salmiya (Indian Eng-
lish Academy School 
– Don Bosco), Ah-
madi (FAIPS DPS) and 
Jaleeb Shyoukh (United Indian School) from 
2:00pm to 3:30pm. This is a solo open general 
written quiz and is open for all participants ir-
respective of age and nationality. The winners 
will be awarded with attractive prizes. The last 
date of registration is 30 January. For further 
details and registration: Visit, www.nitcaaku-
wait.org/mahaquizzer.

TIES Center Green Day
Green Day will be held by the TIES Center 
at Shuhada area from 12pm to 4pm. This event 
is meant to encourage awareness and action 
towards the environment. The main focus will 
be on recycle and reuse, nature, gardening 
and much more. For more information: Call, 
25231015 /6 or email, info@tiescenter.net

26  January

Indian Embassy to

hold Flag Hoisting Ceremony
On the occasion of 67th 
Republic Day of India, a 
Flag hoisting ceremony 
will be held in the Embassy 
Premises at 09:00 am on 

Tuesday, 26 January 2016, followed by a reading 
of the message of the Hon’ble President of 
India and a cultural programme including 
singing of patriotic songs. An Open House 
reception will follow during which tea, snacks, 
soft drinks etc. shall be served to all. All Indian 
nationals in Kuwait are cordially invited to 
attend the Republic Day celebrations and 
should reach the venue by 08:30 am.

29  January

Falak Shabir Live-in-Kuwait
The concert will be held at Al Houli Hall, 
Qadsiya Sports Club, Hawally at 6pm. For 
more information: Contact, 50028273.

30  January

Held by BBS Alumni Association at the 
BBS Hawally Campus, from 10am to 4pm, 
the event will include the exhibition of 
various classic, vintage, sport, super, 
and customized cars, jeeps, trucks and 
motorcycles. Interested parties, including 
students, alumni, parents, faculty and staff 
can take part by either exhibiting a vehicle 
or renting a booth to display car related 
services and options. Exhibiting is free of 
charge while renting a booth is KD30. For 
more information: Call, 22275000 or email, 
bbsalumni@fawsec.com.kw. 

Remedy Carnival
Held at the Al-Abraj Park in Al-Adailiya, 
from 10am to 10pm, the carnival will 
include music, food, kid’s activities and 
various booths. It is a charity event and 
all collections will be donated to Bayt 
Abdullah. To get more information or rent 
a booth: Call, 60412323 or email, www.
remedykw@gmail.com. 
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IKEA urges customers who have purchased 
LATTJO drum sticks or LATTJO tongue drum 

from an IKEA store in Kuwait to immediately 
bring them back to the store for a full refund.

This is a precautionary recall as there have 
been 6 reports from IKEA store co-workers 
revealing that the rubber ball of the drum 
sticks can detach or be unscrewed. A loose 
rubber ball is hazardous to smaller children as 

there is the possibility of them swallowing and 
choking on it during play time. No incidents 
have been reported.

The products are tested and receive approval 
according to the toy safety standards. However, 
during the IKEA subsequent investigation the 
brand identified risks that the standards do not 
address.  “We develop products intended to 
stimulate children’s creativity and natural need 

for play. Children do not think about safety 
when playing, so we need to do that when 
we develop products. Our mind-set at IKEA is 

that we only sell products that we would give 
to our own children.  LATTJO drum sticks and 
LATTJO tongue drum have been sold on all 
IKEA markets since 1 November 2015.”said the 
official statement from IKEA. 

The LATTJO drum sticks and LATTJO tongue 
drum can be returned to any IKEA store for 
a full refund without the proof of purchase 
(receipt).

IKEA recalls LATTJO drum sticks and LATTJO tongue drums

Indian Muslim Association (IMA) – Kuwait 
announced its photography competition 

titled, “Beautiful Kuwait,” where participants 
are provided with an opportunity to take photos 
that reflect the true beauty of State of Kuwait. 
The competition is open to all Indian expatriates. 
Participants do not have to be professional 
photographers or use professional camera. 
Anyone with a camera or Smartphone can take 
part as long as the pictures are creative and 
of high resolution. Edited pictures will not be 
accepted. 

To take part in the competition, send your 
name, photo and phone number to photo@
imakuwait.org by 10 February. A participant can 
send up to five photos.

The top four photographs will be printed 
in “IMA Souvenir 2016.’ The winners will be 
awarded during a special ceremony at the 
upcoming Desert Family Picnic on 18 March.  

For more information: Contact, 66511665 or 
visit www.imakuwait.org

IMA announces 
Photography Competition 2016

Following the heinous terrorist attack that took 
place in Jakarta on Thursday, 14 January, the 

Embassy of Indonesia in Kuwait has in a press release 
noted that within hours of the attack 
the situation was brought under control 
by the authorities.

The press release pointed out that 
during the police operation all five 
terrorists were killed. The incident also 
led to the loss of life of two civilians 
and injury to around two dozen people, 
including five policemen.  The press release went 
on to add that the Government of the Republic 

of Indonesia condemns this heinous act of terror 
that has claimed the lives of innocent civilians and 
expresses its deepest condolences and sympathy for 

the bereaved families and victims.  The 
Government of the Republic of Indonesia 
remains highly committed to combatting 
terrorism and will continue to take every 
effort to ensure the safety and security 
for all its citizens and foreign nationals 
in Indonesia. Moreover, the Government 
of the Republic of Indonesia encourages 

all citizens and foreign nationals to remain calm and 
continue with its daily activities.

Embassy of Indonesia condemns
terrorist attack in Jakarta

Indian Learners Own Academy 
team received the Grade ‘A’ 

certificate for their performance 
at National Children’s Science 
Congress-2015, which was 
held at Chandigarh University 
in Punjab, India, from 27 to 31 
December 2015. The theme for 
this year’s Science Congress 
was, ‘Understanding weather 
and climate’.

Three Teams from ILOA 
participated in the preliminary 
selection round of the 
Kuwait Children’s Science 
Congress Organized by Science 
International Forum (SIF)-
Kuwait. Of these, two teams 
were declared outstanding 
performers and one team got 
to represent Kuwait at NCSC-
2015. Their project titled, ‘Art 
of Mulching — Nature’s Natural 
Water Saver’, presented their 
desire to resolve the problem of 

scarcity of irrigation water in arid 
areas like Kuwait and thereby 
create a major breakthrough in 
the agricultural arena of Kuwait. 
The student team, comprising 
of Aman B. Nair (Group Leader), 
Vaishnav Satheesh, Diya Raj Nair, 
Monikar Sunil and Nikita Rajesh, 
was led bytheir teacher, Mrs. 
Saji Baiju (HOD-Science, LOA). 
The school is proud that out 
of 2,000 schools participating 

in the Science Congress, ILOA 
emerged winning an ‘A’ Grade.

The Principal of ILOA, Mrs. 
Asha Sharma, felicitated the 
winning team for bringing 
laurels to the school and noted 
that the accomplishment is the 
outcome of the dexterity of 
ILOA aiming to infuse the spirit 
of innovation and development 
of scientific temper among the 
student fraternity.

ILOA glitters at National 
Children’s Science Congress -2015

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

The Philippine Embassy 
announced on 15 January 

its guidelines for Filipinos 
working in the country in order 
to avail of the current amnesty 
grant of Kuwait. Philippine 
Consul General Atty. Raul Dado 
delivered the information to 
local Filipinos and highlighted 
the matter on social media 
sites.

Among the guidelines 
include the following; to renew 
passports and apply for travel 
documents if necessary or 

for those with expired visas, 
currently overstaying or with 
absconding cases, they should 
settle the usual fines with 
immigration offices where they 
reside and inform the offices 
that they will be availing of the 

amnesty so they can stay in 
Kuwait with their new sponsors 
or they may return to Philippines 
and return later for work and no 
ban will be imposed (fines are 
required by Kuwait law).  Consul 
General Dado added that the 
embassy is trying to negotiate 
to waive imposed fines, but 
for the meantime, fines are 
required. Consul General Dado 
also added that OFWs must 
see the consular section for 
instructions prior to payment 
of fines and should they have 
inquiries, Filipinos may visit 
the consular section of the 
embassy.

Philippine Embassy announces
amnesty guidelines for Filipinos 

LuLu Hypermarket, the largest retail shopping 
destination in the country, will be running an 

exclusive ‘Incredible India Festival’ from 20 to 30 
January.

The ten-day festival, marking India’s 67th 
Republic Day will be inaugurated on 21 January, 
at 5:30pm at the Al Rai outlet by H.E. Sunil 
Jain, Ambassador of India to Kuwait. The main 
highlight of the function will be various state-
based decorations, along with the display of 
the Indian Red Fort. Traditional programs such 
as Indian cultural fusion dance, Odishi dance, 
Mohiniyattam and many more will be performed 
on the same day. During the festival, special 

offers will be available on groceries, fresh foods, 
vegetables and meat from India, along with offers 
on all Indian products such as garments and 
branded apparel.

The Incredible India Festival, which will be held 
at all LuLu Hypermarket outlets in the country, 
is as an ideal opportunity for shoppers to find 
value in their purchases of Indian fresh fruits, 
vegetables, groceries, meat and sweets, as well as 
garments and branded apparel.

Living up to their tagline of ‘Where the world 
comes to shop’, the hypermarket brand offers 
customers the right products in the right place 
at the right time.

LuLu Hypermarket to launch Incredible India 2016 festival
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www.orientalkuwait.com

Outstanding food and great taste

Enjoy our delicious snacks and 
desserts that will satisfy 

your desire for sweets

Kuwait city
Mubarak Al Kabeer Street
Tel: 22456553 , 22476886
Salmiya 
Hamad Al Mubarak Street
Tel: 25720788 , 25720799

Farwaniya - Block 1, street 122
Tel: 24757070,24758080

Qusor - Block 7, Street 14
Tel: 25425003,25429812

Jahra 
Block 2, Behind Zamzam Market

Andalus - Block 6 , Street 4
Tel: 24802961, 24802971

Restaurants Confectionerys

Tel: 24578992, 24578993, 50377799

We have 
cabins 

for families

FREE
HOME DELIVERY

LOCAL

LuLu Hypermarket, the leading 
retailer in the region and popular 

for their exciting promotions, 
launched ‘Australian Fest 2016’ on 
13 January, in honor of Australia Day 
which is celebrated on 26 January. 
The promotion, which is running 
from 13 - 23 January at all LuLu outlets 
in Kuwait, is showcasing branded 
Australian food products at very 
attractive prices. A range of imported 
Australian products from a wide 
spectrum of food categories await 
patrons at Lulu hypermarket outlets, 
introducing new additions to the 
hypermarket’s regular offerings.

The promotion highlights several 
Australian food brands that are 
well-known for providing quality 
products, including brands such as 
Australia’s Own, So Natural, Ozganics 
and PureHarvest that are known for 
their ethical and amazing organic 
and natural products for the diet and 

health conscious consumers. Other 
brands featured in the Australian 
Fest 2016 include Bertolli, Carmans, 
Admiral, Always Fresh, Real Foods, 
Diegos, Old L Paso, Chicken Tonight, 
Goldyna, Sanitarium, Freedom Foods 
and Slendier.  The promotion includes 
various items in the groceries, chilled 
and dairy, delicatessen, fruits and 
vegetables, and meat sections. 
Presenting the best-of-the-best 
Australian products, shoppers at the 
Australian Fest 2016 have the unique 
opportunity to access flavorsome 
foods that impart a distinctive taste 
to Australian cuisine.

LuLu Hypermarket, which prides 
itself on providing customers with a 
value-driven shopping experience, has 
built an enviable customer base in the 
country through their commitment 
to delivering high-quality products at 
competitive prices, while ensuring the 
utmost customer satisfaction.

Maurya Kala Parisar 
organized a jubilant show 
for their 20th Anniversary 

celebration on Friday, 15 January with 
Anand Kumar of the Super 30 fame as 
the Chief Guest. Indian Ambassador 
to Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain inaugurated 
the event and commented that it was 
the first time such a large crowd was 

seen at the Embassy.  
Anand Kumar, Founder and Head 

of ‘Ramanujan School of Mathematics’ 
and ‘Super30’ at Patna, selects 30 
meritorious talents from among the 
economically backward sections of the 
society and shapes them for India’s most 
prestigious institutions – the Indian 
Institute of Technologies (IITs). During 

2003-2014, 308 out of 360 students 
from the school made it to IIT. Time 
Magazine has selected mathematician 
Anand Kumar’s school - Super 30 - in 
the list of Best of Asia 2010. 

A major highlight of the evening was 
the highly enjoyable Maurya Manch 
- entertainment program presented 
by Maurya Kala Parisar family. As Mr. 

LuLu Hypermarket highlights 
the best of Australian food

Maurya Kala Parisar celebrates 
20th Anniversary with jubilant show 

Kumar quipped, “A treat to watch, can’t 
believe not presented by professionals. 
I’m surprised and thrilled people away 
from their land of birth are able to 
maintain and spread their culture.”

A variety of stage performances 
were included in the program, 
particularly worth mentioning was the 
representation of the 1942 Quit India 
movement with performers, dances by 
kids on a medley of songs, which was 
followed by energetic dances by ladies 
on ‘koi sehri babu’. Two hilarious items 
were ‘Comedy Dance’ and a skit called 
‘Samman Ka Man’, in addition to a 
number of foot-tapping songs, gazals 
and a Bhojpuri song.

Mr. Kumar spoke about his work 

in the first session of the event and 
later, conducted a session on teaching 
mathematics just to motivate students. 
In his interactions with the audience, 
he posed some questions to the 
enthusiastic students and requested the 
answers. He added that students should 
enjoy mathematics, make it passion and 
should persevere for the right answers. 
Furthermore, he advised them to learn 
to solve the problems intelligently, 
demonstrating with examples. 

The General Secretary Abhay Kumar 
Kashyap proposed a vote of thanks, and 
praised the different members for their 
tireless work and for handling their 
responsibilities which was the reason 
the stage events were possible. 
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Following the unveiling of its 2016 budget, Saudi Arabia has come out with a broad outline for 
fiscal reforms aimed at streamlining government spending while augmenting and diversify-
ing government revenue. The price changes decreed in energy, water and electricity are only 
the first steps in the five-year fiscal consolidation and economic transformation strategy ex-

pected to be unveiled later this year.

The UAE is not plan-
ning to start taxing in-
dividual incomes in the 
UAE, said UAE Minister 
of State for Financial Af-
fairs, Obaid Humaid al 
Tayer. He also dismissed 
any plans to impose tax 

on remittances.

“The Government will not 
proceed with such a significant 
move before they are 
thoroughly studied in terms of 
their socioeconomic impacts. 
Moreover, any studies will 
take into account the amount 
of these remittances and the 
socioeconomic impact on the 
UAE’s economy and foreign 
workers,” Al Tayer said.

However, he noted, that 
the government is considering 
introducing corporate taxes. 
“We are still studying the 

corporate tax law, which is 
still in its initial stages and 
it’s being discussed with 
local governments and no 
agreement has been reached 
so far.”

Al Tayer was speaking after 
the Federal National Council 
passed the UAE’s federal 
budget of US$12.5 billion for 
2016. The 2016 budget was 
approved as part of a three-
year federal spending plan of 

$38 billion for 2014-2016. The 
balanced budget has revenues 
and expenditure of $13 billion.

The members said 
allocations for education and 
health would be increased to 
boost the two sectors and 
provide health insurance to 
every citizen. The 2016 federal 
government budget gives 
priority to services that touch 
the lives of the people and 
more than 50 percent of the 
budget has been allocated 
to sectors such as education, 

social development, public 
services and health.

Clarifying on the tax 
proposals to supplement future 
budgets, Al Tayer noted that a 
value-added tax (VAT) is being 
discussed at the GCC level. If 
an agreement is reached by 
the beginning of next year, it 
may be implemented in 2018 
or 2019.

“The tax takes at least 18 
months to be implemented. 
We need to determine which 
goods and services are taxed 
and which are zero-rated. The 
private sector also needs time 
and the government needs 
to take certain measures,” Al 
Tayer said.

Experts believe that when 
Value Added Tax (VAT) is 
implemented in 2018, it could 
help boost UAE revenue 
by around US$3 billion in 
its first year. Speaking to 
the media, Younis Haji Al 
Khouri, UAE finance ministry 
undersecretary, said that GCC 
countries have agreed on key 
points of implementing the 
new tax on goods and services 
but that some issues remained 
to be resolved and the proposal 
had yet to receive final approval 
from GCC members. 

It would be the first time the 
region has introduced direct 
taxation, in an attempt to 
boost regional coffers following 
a sharp drop in the oil price. 
The undersecretary, however, 
pointed out that certain sectors 
such as healthcare, education, 
social services, and 94 different 
food items would be exempt 
from the tax.

Incomes, remittances to 
remain free of tax in UAE

Fiscal reforms as part of belt tightening in Saudi Arabia

According to early indications 
the long term reforms 
could include pubic private 

participation (PPP) projects, 
privatizations, land tax, further 
review of energy, water, and electricity 
prices over the medium-term, review 
of current levels of fees and fines, 
introduction of new fees, completion 
of the necessary arrangements for 
the application of a value added tax 
(VAT) and introduction of excise taxes 
on tobacco and soft drinks.

Analysts estimate the natural gas 
price hike on petrochemical firms 
and gasoline and diesel price hike 
on consumers could add around 
US$3 billion to central government 
revenues if fully passed to the budget. 
They believe that a 5 percent VAT 
tax could add a further 2 percent of 
2015 GDP in fiscal revenues over the 
medium-term. Although the Saudi 
government has hinted at steady 
fiscal reforms in the coming years, 
many economists say the reform 
process will be a gradual one as 
the government has based its 2016 
budget on conservative oil price.

The government assumption of 
about $37 per barrel with output of 
about 9 million bpd, also assumes a 
15 percent increase in non-oil revenue 
from the 2015 budget. Last year non-
oil revenue increased by 29 percent 
compared to 127 billion riyals in 2014. 
This was largely due to undisclosed 
other revenues and higher investment 
revenues, comprising transfers of 22 
billion from Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency (SAMA) and 15 billion riyals 

from public investment fund). The 
sustainability of this source of 
revenues is yet unclear.

Experts believe that the overall 
revenue assumption in the 2016 
budget also implies a gradual pace 
of fiscal reforms. A faster pace 
of reforms, they believe, would 
have boosted non-oil revenues. 
Nevertheless, they see 2016 as the 
likely start of a multi-year fiscal 
adjustment program.

Iran nuclear deal, 
sanctions to be lifted 

International sanctions against Iran are to be lifted today, the country’s Foreign 
Minister Javad Zarif said in Vienna on Saturday. 
However, the sanctions imposed by the United Nations, the US and European 

Union will not be lifted until the global nuclear watchdog, International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), certifies that Iran has fulfilled its commitments under 
the deal. The precise date of the so-called ‘implementation day’ has not been 
determined. But Iran says it has met those commitments earlier than expected. 
The IAEA is expected to release its report on Saturday.

Iran’s foreign minister arrived in Vienna, saying he was confident the UN’s 
nuclear watchdog would certify that his country was complying with the terms 
of a deal to restrict its nuclear program in exchange for the lifting of some 
international economic sanctions. Mr. Zarif is to hold talks later with US Secretary 
of State John Kerry. “I believe it’s not just an important day for economic activities 
in Iran. It is going to open the possibilities in Iran for economic engagement,” 
Zarif said. “What is more important is that it’s an extremely important day for 
diplomacy. Today is the day where we prove to the world that threats, sanctions, 
intimidation and pressure don’t work. Respect works. Through respect, through 
dialogue, we can reach mutually accepted agreements.”

The State Department said all parties had “continued making steady progress” 
towards implementing the deal, adding it would ensure the “exclusively peaceful 
nature” of Iran’s program. As part of the deal, Iran had to drastically reduce its 
number of centrifuges and dismantle a heavy-water reactor near the town of 
Arak, both of which could be used in creating nuclear weapons. Iran has always 
maintained its program is peaceful. The July 2015 agreement was seen by some 
as a foreign policy landmark - Iranian President Hassan Rouhani called the deal 
“historic”. But opponents remain, such as some US Republicans who say it does 
not do enough to ensure Iran cannot develop a bomb.

In July 2015, Iran agreed a landmark nuclear deal with six world powers to limit 
its sensitive nuclear activities for more than a decade in return for the lifting of 
crippling sanctions. The US is confident the agreement will prevent Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon. Iran says it has the right to nuclear energy - and 
stresses that its nuclear program is for peaceful purposes only.
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The world has entered an era 
in which people are being 
displaced at an unprecedented 

rate. In 2014, conflict and persecution 
forced 42,500 people a day to flee their 
homes, nearly quadruple the number 
from 2010. Almost 60 million people 
are now forcibly displaced – a crisis 
unmatched since World War II.

This is unacceptable, but it is 
not inevitable. In 1945, the world 
responded to the deadliest conflict 
in human history by establishing the 
United Nations. Today, as heads of UN 
refugee and development agencies, we 
call for the world to respond to this 
monumental upheaval by giving people 
the tools they need to rebuild their 
lives. We believe that the path forward 
begins with the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals, which the UN, 
affirming a pledge to “leave no one 
behind” in the fight against poverty 
and inequality, adopted unanimously 
last September.

The international community’s 
current approach to displacement 
relies mainly on humanitarian aid, 
which provides rapid, lifesaving relief 
while the search for a permanent 
solution is underway. 

But solutions are proving more 
elusive than ever. Just 1 percent of 
refugees were able to return home 
in 2014. The vast majority of those 
displaced spend not days or months in 
exile, but years or decades, even entire 
lifetimes. They risk being left behind.

Consider Somaya, a third-
generation refugee in Kenya. Decades 
ago, her grandmother fled to the 
Hagadera refugee camp to escape 
the brutal conflict in Somalia. Her 

mother was born there, and so was 
she. Neither of them has set foot 
outside the five-square-mile (13 square 
kilometers) camp. They still live out of 
her grandmother’s suitcases, waiting 
for a chance to move on.

Like Somaya, most refugees live 
in the developing world. And yet, too 
often, development organizations that 
could provide refugees with a hand 
up face insufficient funding and stiff 
regulations that prevent them from 
addressing refugees’ needs.

Long-term displacement inflicts 
profound burdens on people like 
Somaya. Refugees too often face 
limits on their ability to work and move 
freely, making it all but impossible 
to provide for their families or to 
contribute to their host communities. 
They live in limbo, with no choice but 
to rely on humanitarian aid. Or they are 
obliged to seek a living in the informal 
economy, where they risk falling victim 

to arrest, sexual exploitation, child 
labor, or other abuses.

Consider another example: Anas, a 
13-year-old Syrian refugee in Lebanon. 
His family cannot survive without 
the $5 he earns every day. So, instead 
of going to school, he sorts lumps of 
coal for sale as fuel. Refugees like Anas 
struggle to exercise precisely those 
rights – to education, health care, 
freedom of movement, and access 
to work, land, and housing – that are 
essential to escaping poverty.

Fixing this will require political 
and economic changes that allow the 
development community to provide 
more support. The relationship 
between development and 
displacement is clear, and we need to 
begin to consider these challenges as 
areas of joint responsibility.

Large-scale displacement strains 
public resources, even in middle-
income countries; without sufficient 

outside help, it can undo years of 
progress. Until the world gives more 
and better support to host countries 
and the refugees living there, we can 
expect to pay ever-larger sums for 
humanitarian programs that never 
end.

But there is another side to the 
coin. When displaced people are 
allowed to develop their skills and 
pursue their aspirations, they create 
new opportunities for growth. This is 
why development agencies must have 
more flexibility to address new cycles 
of poverty and fragility – wherever 
they appear – before they spiral out of 
control.

The time has come to discard the 
clichéd image of refugees as passive 
recipients of aid, sitting idly with 
outstretched hands. If anything, that 
image reflects circumstances that 
have been imposed upon refugees and 
reinforced by the world’s incomplete 

response. Refugees are entrepreneurs. 
They are artists. They are teachers, 
engineers, and workers of all types. 
They are a rich source of human capital 
that we are failing to cultivate.

The international community can 
no longer afford to ignore so much 
potential or to sit by while the most 
vulnerable are pushed to the margins 
of society. As news headlines call 
attention to the human costs of these 
tragedies, we must remember that we 
have the choice to respond with more 
than just shock.

We can reject the economic 
exclusion of those who live among us 
but were born somewhere else. We can 
redouble our efforts to seek political 
solutions to conflict and persecution. 
We can empower humanitarian 
and development partners to work 
together from the moment a crisis 
erupts. In short, we can honor our 
pledge to “leave no one behind.”

VIEWPOINT

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Leave No Refugee Behind 

Helen Clark and Filippo Grandi 

Helen Clark, Administrator of the United 
Nations Development Programme, is a 
former prime minister of New Zealand. 
Filippo Grandi is United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees.

As news headlines 
call attention 
to the human 
costs of these 
tragedies, we must 
remember that we 
have the choice to 
respond with more 
than just shock.
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and cuts to trim the budget 
deficits are likely to impact spending 
on defense going forward,” Deloitte 
said.

This situation has created 
challenges for the global defense 
sector as countries in this region 
are their major customers. But, the 
report adds the region may still 
place new orders on account of the 
ongoing conflicts in Syria and Yemen, 
and the need to build-up a military 
bulwark against potential threats 
from neighboring Iran.

For instance, last week, Kuwait’s 
parliament unanimously approved a 
request by the government for $10 
billion in additional funds for military 
spending during the next 10 years.

Defense Minister Shaikh Khalid 
Jarrah Al Sabah said the money, 

which is to be placed in a special fund 
outside the budget, would be used 
to purchase new fighter jets, tanks 
and air defense systems. He said it 
was time to modernize the army’s 
weapons since existing ones were 
bought more than two decades ago.

The funds would be withdrawn 
from state reserves. The government 
had earlier requested double 
the amount but later settled on 
$10 billion with the promise to 
include additional funds within the 
annual budgets when needed and 
depending on the financial situation, 
Finance Minister Anas Al Saleh told 
parliament.

Deloitte also said that the global 
aerospace and defense sector 
witnessed a 0.5 percent decline in 
2015, contrary to sustained growth 
in earlier years, albeit on a constantly 
declining trend.  

GCC countries to cut
 defense spending

Continued from Page 1

increased. One clear indicator of the 
Bank’s performance is how high a premium 
governments are willing to pay to avoid it. 
A 20-year loan from the World Bank has 
an interest rate of about 4 percent, and the 
poorest countries can borrow for less than 
1 percent. Nonetheless, many countries are 
choosing much more expensive commercial 
loans or bond issues. For example, Ghana, 
despite being eligible for IDA loans, recently 
chose to raise money from the bond market, 
from which it received an interest rate 
several times higher. No wonder emerging 
economies are excited by the establishment 
of the BRICS countries’ New Development 
Bank and the China-led Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank: Both institutions have 
promised faster lending. If the World Bank is 
to survive, its management must streamline 
its complicated and unwieldy bureaucracy. 
At the same time, the institution must 
identify what it is uniquely positioned to 
do. In 2013, the Bank declared a new goal 
– to eradicate extreme poverty by 2030. 
But this makes it just one of a multitude of 
organizations seeking to address poverty.

What makes the World Bank special is 

that it is made up of 188 countries and can 
act on behalf of all of them, rather than 
being beholden to one or two. Furthermore, 
its financial structure enables it to be more 
autonomous, self-sustaining, and resilient 
than most other multilateral institutions. 
These are the attributes it must leverage.

For starters, the Bank is uniquely 
placed to play the role of a ‘balancer’ in 
the international aid system, helping to 
ensure that funds from donor countries 
flow toward the countries that most need 
them. According to Britain’s Department 
for International Development, only five of 
the 30 countries deserving the largest aid 
allocations get close to the right level. The 
Bank is uniquely placed to counterbalance 
the caprices of individual donors and 
ensure a better global allocation. 

A second rationale for the World Bank 
is the need for ‘counter-cyclical’ aid. At 
present, when the rich part of the world 
catches an economic cold, the poorer 
countries face a double contagion: Their 
trade earnings plummet, and flows of aid 
and investment from richer countries dries 
up. The resulting halts to projects or policies 
play havoc with their economies. As the 
Bank reviews its financial-management 

practices, a more consciously counter-
cyclical approach could be adopted. 

A third rationale for the Bank has 
been its ability to share expertise and to 
develop and reinforce norms among the 
governments to which it lends. In practice, 
however, the Bank has struggled to do this 
effectively. Borrowers have often been 
reluctant to accept its advice, which they 
perceive as driven more by theory and 
ideology than by evidence and practice. 

Experience suggests that the Bank’s 
advice has influence only if its messenger is 
someone who really knows the country, is 
an expert on the issue at hand, and has the 
power to get approval in Washington. 

In short, the World Bank’s management 
and member countries need to work 
together to streamline its functioning 
and exploit its unique advantages. This 
approach could allow it to continue to 
play a vital role in boosting economic 
growth and reducing poverty in developing 
countries.

- Ngaire Woods 
Dean of the Blavatnik School of 

Government and Director of the Global 
Economic Governance Program at the 

University of Oxford 

World Bank increasingly out-of-touch with world’s needs
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“With diversity under verbal 
and violent attack in so many 
parts of the world, let us reaf-
firm our common humanity, 
defending our shared values 
and creating a better future 
for all.”  UN Secretary-Gen-

eral Ban Ki-moon 

In a world that is increasingly 
divided, some regions enjoy 
sustained levels of peace, security 

and economic and social prosperity 
while others fall into seemingly endless 
cycles of conflict and violence. This is by 
no means inevitable or irreversible; it can 
and must be addressed urgently. If the 
world is to progress on its path towards 
sustainable development, leaving no 
one behind and ensuring dignity for all, 
then we need to work towards peace, 
stability, the upholding of human rights 
and effective forms of governance based 
on the rule of the law.

A country’s development and 
economic growth are stymied not only 
by conflicts with other nations, but by 
violence and insecurity within borders, 
as well as by grievances among and in 
communities that keep simmering and 
bubbling over for generations. Conflicts 
impact the level of access to basic social 
needs such as education and healthcare, 
especially to women, children and 
others most vulnerable in society. In 
addition, corruption, bribery, sexual 
violence, crime and exploitation become 
rampant when there is a breakdown of 
the rule of law. 

Ironically, some of the most affected 
institutions by corruption and bribery 
are the judiciary and the police. It is 
estimated that corruption, bribery, 
theft and tax evasion cost some US$1.26 
trillion for developing countries every 
year. This amount of money would have 
been sufficient to lift those living below 
the poverty index of US$1.25 per day to 
above that level for at least six years. 

Sustainable Development and the rule 
of law have significant interrelation and 
are mutually reinforcing, making good 
governance based on laws essential for 
sustainable development at the national 
and international level. There is no doubt 

Promote just, peaceful and
 inclusive societies

that unstable societies impact some 
of the major Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) outlined in the 2030 Agenda 
on Sustainable Development that world 
leaders adopted at their summit in 
September 2015.

Insecure societies have a substantial 
bearing on achieving SDGs, including 
in eradicating poverty, ending hunger, 
ensuring good healthcare and providing 
quality education for all. For instance, 
in conflict affected countries the rate 
of children leaving primary school in 
2011 was nearly 50 percent, or roughly 
around 29 million children. And, though 
maternal mortality ratio has decreased 
by half since 1990, the rate of such deaths 
in the developing world is 14 times higher 
than in developed countries. Moreover, 
with adolescent girls’ right to privacy 
and bodily autonomy not respected in 
many regions, and worsened in conflict 
zones, many girls report their first 
sexual experience was forced, and over 
two million adolescents are still living 
with HIV.

It is in recognition of the critical 
role of peace and the rule of law to 
social and economic development and 
to sustainable growth that Goal-16 of 
SDG is dedicated to the promotion of 
peaceful and inclusive societies, along 
with the provision of access to justice 
for everyone and to build effective, 
accountable institutions at all levels.

In general, Goal-16 of the SDG aims 
to significantly reduce all forms of 
violence, and work with governments 
and communities to find lasting 

solutions to conflict and insecurity. In 
addition, it seeks to strengthen the rule 
of law and promote human rights and 
human solidarity, as well as reduce the 
flow of illicit arms and strengthen the 
participation of developing countries in 
the institutions of global governance.

One of the primary targets of Goal-
16 is significantly reducing all forms 
of violence and related deaths rates 
worldwide, and ending the abuse, 
exploitation, trafficking and all forms of 
violence and torture of children. 

The goal calls for promoting the rule 
of law at the national and international 
levels and ensuring equal access to 
justice for all, as well as substantially 
reducing corruption and bribery in all 
their forms by developing effective, 
accountable and transparent institutions 
at all levels. It also urges the ensuring of 
responsive, inclusive, participatory and 
representative decision-making at all 
levels and providing legal identity for 
all, including birth registration, by 2030. 
Another target of Goal-16 is broadening 
and strengthening the participation of 
developing countries in the institutions 
of global governance, as well as 
ensuring public access to information 
and protecting fundamental freedoms, 
in line with national legislation and 
international agreements. It also aims 
for promoting and enforcing non-
discriminatory laws and policies for 
sustainable development

The Goal also calls for significantly 
reducing the illicit financial and arms 
flows, and strengthening the recovery 

and return of stolen assets and to 
combat all forms of organized crime, in 
addition to fighting terrorism and other 
crimes.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
in his address to the UN on International 
Human Solidarity Day on 20 December, 
2015 noted, “With diversity under verbal 
and violent attack in so many parts 
of the world, let us make the most of 
International Human Solidarity Day 
by reaffirming our common humanity, 
defending our shared values and 
creating a better future for all.” 

Complimenting world leaders 
for coming together and achieving 
major outcomes in 2015 such as 
at the Paris Climate Summit and 
adopting the historic 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, he 
said with these agreements, “world 
leaders expressed their resolve to seek 
shared progress and prosperity based 
on a spirit of global solidarity.” These 
achievements, he added, were driven 
by two complementary goals, “to 
leave no one behind, and to build a life 
of dignity for all.” 

He noted that it was especially true in 
addressing plight of the record number 
of people around the world forced from 
their homes and communities. “Far too 
many have fled violent extremists only 
to be victimized again by xenophobia, 
discrimination and abuse.” Decisive, 
collective action is needed to uphold our 
shared responsibility to save lives and 
enable people to live lives of dignity, he 
added.

• Over 830 million people 
around the world are illiterate; 
70 percent of them are girls 
and women.

• Nearly 60 million 
people, half of them 
children, have been forced 
from their homes due to 
conflict and violence.

• Around 27 million people 
are currently enslaved globally 
by the human trafficking trade 

• More than 300,000 
children under the age of 
18 are being exploited as child 
soldiers in armed conflicts 
worldwide.

• Around 15 million girls 
are forced into child marriage 
every year, with one in three 
girls in the developing world 
being married by their 18th 
birthday.

• An estimated 168 million 
children worldwide aged 
5 to 17 are forced to work as 
child laborers.

• Every 90 seconds, a 
woman dies during 
pregnancy or childbirth; most 
of these are from preventable 
causes. 

• Globally, at least 21 million 
people are victims of forced 
labor.

• Human suffering from the 
impacts of armed conflicts 
and disasters has reached 
staggering levels. The 
human and economic cost of 
disasters caused by natural 
hazards is also escalating. In 
the last two decades, 218 
million people each year 
were affected by disasters; at 
an annual cost to the global 
economy that now exceeds 
$300 billion. 

Face the Facts
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Solomon Islands

For those seeking an authentic Melanesian 
experience or an off-the-beaten-track 

destination, the Solomons are hard to beat. 
From WW II relics scattered in the jungle to 
leaf-hut villages where traditional culture 
is alive, there is so much on offer. The visual 
appeal, reminiscent of a Discovery Channel 
documentary, includes volcanic islands 
that jut up dramatically from the cobalt 
blue ocean, croc-infested mangroves, huge 

lagoons, tropical 
islets and emerald 
forests are all present 
here.With only a smattering 
of traditional guesthouses and comfortable 
hideaways, it is a tailor-made for eco-tourists. 
For outdoor goers, opportunities exist to 
climb an extinct volcano, surf uncrowned 
waves, snorkel pristine reefs or kayak across 
a lago on.

With exquisite beaches, 
undersea marvels, lush 

interiors and a fascinating culture to 
explore, you will not want to rush while taking 

in the dazzling sands, perfect palm trees and waters so 
blue that they glow. While stunning stretches abound, it is on the 

islands of the Mamanucas and Yasawas that one can find Fiji’s most heavenly 
heavyweights. These beaches are a poster child for paradise, luring thousands 

of visitors keen to discover their own South Sea idyll. The appeal of the islands 
stretches beyond holiday happy snaps; their reefs, bays and sublime sands have 
provided cinematic eye-candy to films including Tom Hanks’ Cast Away and 1980 
teen-dream classic The Blue Lagoon.

Easter Island 
                (Rapa Nui)

Few areas in the world possess a 
more mystical pull than this tiny 

speck of land, one of the most isolated places 
on Earth. It is hard to feel connected to Chile, 

over 3700km to the east, let alone the wider world. 
Endowed with the most logic-defying statues in the 
world, the strikingly familiar moai – Easter Island emanates 
a magnetic, mysterious vibe. But Easter Island is much more 
than an open-air museum. Diving, snorkeling and surfing 
are fabulous in themselves, but on land, there is no better 

ecofriendly way to experience the island’s savage beauty 
than on foot, from a bike saddle or on horseback. 

Although Easter Island is world famous and visitors 
are on the increase, everything remains small 

and personable because in the end, it 
is all about eco-travel.

A trip to the South Pacific Islands
From Fiji’s coral forests to the volcanoes of 

Tahiti, we take a look at some of the most 
gorgeously indulgent shores in the crazy 
jumble of South Pacific Islands. The South 
Pacific confounds even the savviest map buffs 
with its splatter of dots spread across the 
world’s biggest ocean. What you cannot tell 
from a map, or even most tourist brochures, 
is that these palm-laden pinpricks are as 

diverse as the region is. South Pacific islands 
are culturally and geographically divided 
into Polynesia (meaning ‘many islands’) and 
Melanesia (meaning ‘black islands’). Polynesian 
islands include Samoa, Tonga,Cook Islands, 
French Polynesia and Easter Island while Fiji, 
New Caledonia, Vanuatu and the Solomon 
Islands are Melanesian. Here are a few of 
these magical islands: 

Fiji

Solomon Islands

For those seeking an authentic Melanesian 
experience or an off-the-beaten-track 

destination, the Solomons are hard to beat. 
From WW II relics scattered in the jungle to 
leaf-hut villages where traditional culture 
is alive, there is so much on offer. The visual 
appeal, reminiscent of a Discovery Channel 
documentary, includes volcanic islands that 
jut up dramatically from the cobalt blue ocean, 
croc-infested mangroves, huge lagoons, 

tropical islets 
and emerald 
forests are all 
present here. With only a 
smattering of traditional guesthouses and 
comfortable hideaways, it is a tailor-made for 
eco-tourists. For outdoor goers, opportunities 
exist to climb an extinct volcano, surf 
uncrowned waves, snorkel pristine reefs or 
kayak across a lago on.

Sculpted by sky-piercing, moss-
green peaks and lined with vivid 

turquoise lagoons, sultry French 
Polynesia is a place to take it slow 
and experience warm, laid-back 
island chic. Resorts here are a 
honeymooner’s dream with private 
overwater bungalows, luxury trapping 
and spectacular views of the island’s 
iconic, square-topped peak. While 
there are plenty of slim stretches of 
white, pink and black-sand beaches, 

they are just pretty springboards into 
the real draw: the lagoons. Most high 
islands are surrounded by fringing reef 
that creates a protected swimming 
pool of the most intense hue of aqua 
imaginable. Coral atolls have this same 
caliber of lagoon minus the big clunky 
island in the middle. Fish, dolphins, 
rays, sharks, turtles and more inhabit 
these clear-water coral gardens that 
are as excellent for snorkeling as they 
are for diving and swimming. 

Tahiti and French Polynesia

Vanuatu

Tonga

New Caledonia 
is a dazzling lagoon 

surrounded by almost every shade of 
blue. The 2008 prestigious listing of the 

lagoon as a World Heritage site has brought people 
together to celebrate and protect it, from village 

level through to government. More than a tropical 
playground, New Caledonia is a charming mix of French 

and Melanesian; it is a place of warm hospitality sitting 
beside European elegance. Long gorgeous beaches are backed 
by cafes and bars, with horizons that display tiny islets to attract 
day trippers. Be lured into kayaks, sail, dive into a world of corals, 
canyons, caves and heritage shipwrecks, go whale watching or 

snorkeling, or relax on the warm sand of a deserted isle. 

New 
Caledonia

This is a country well worth taking time 
to explore, especially when there is a 

volcano involved. The place is all thatched-
roof accommodation in the outer islands but 
glitzy resorts abound on Efate and Santo. 
These islands also boast great roads, giving 
you round-island access on Efate and smooth 
access to stunning beaches and blue holes 
on Santo. Adding to that are scented balmy 
breezes and several best-in-the-world 
experiences that few people know about: 
a luxury liner shipwrecked in clear waters, 
gigantic banyan trees, pounding waterfalls, 
an ancient living culture with extraordinary 
ceremonies and picture-perfect beaches.

The kingdom of Tonga is perched just east of the 
International Date Line. Several travelers tend 

to plan their entire trip around Tonga’s marvelous 
whale-watching. There are many opportunities to 
get right off the beaten track in Tonga’s 170-odd 
islands, with tiny forested islets calling your name 
left and right. The Ha’apai Group offers deserted 
white beaches, vibrant reefs and only a smattering 
of other tourists. For those seeking a genuine 
cultural experience, society in the Pacific’s only 
remaining kingdom has remained more impervious 
to outside influences than Samoa.
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A new study suggests that 
social ties are just as 

important to your long-term 
health as exercise and healthy 
eating.

Researchers at the University 
of North Carolina in the US are 
calling on doctors, clinicians, and 
other health workers to redouble 
their efforts to help the public 
understand how important strong 
social bonds are throughout life. 

Analyzing data from 
adolescents to seniors, the study 
team looked at social integration, 
social support and social strain 
to evaluate four indicators of 
health — blood pressure, waist 
circumference, body mass index 

and systemic inflammation, which 
is linked to heart disease, stroke, 
cancer and other diseases. The 

study found that the more social 
ties people had at a young age, the 
better their health early and late in 

life. Previous research has shown 
that older adults live longer if they 
have a larger social network. This 
study suggests social links reduce 
health risks in each stage of life, 
the study authors explained.

In teens, social isolation is as 
great a risk for inflammation as 
physical inactivity, while having a 
strong social network appears to 
protect against abdominal obesity, 
the researchers found. 

In seniors, social isolation is 
more of a threat than diabetes 
in the development and control 
of high blood pressure, the study 
authors said. In middle adulthood, 
it is not the number of social links 
that matter, but rather the quality.

The not so sweet story of sugar

Sugar is basically a crystalline 
carbohydrate that makes foods taste 
sweet and comes in different varieties, 

including as glucose, fructose, lactose, maltose 
and sucrose which is the popular table sugar. 
Some of these sugars, such as glucose, 
fructose and lactose, occur naturally in fruits, 
vegetables and other foods. But many of the 
foods we consume contain ‘added’ sugars 
— sugar that we add to a product ourselves 
to enhance the flavor, or sugar that has been 
added to a product by a manufacturer.

The most common sources of added sugars 
include soft drinks, cakes, pies, chocolate, fruit 
drinks and desserts. Just a single can of cola can 
contain up to 8 teaspoons of added sugar, while 

an average-sized chocolate bar can contain up 
to 6 teaspoons.  It is this ‘added’ sugars that 
have been cited as a contributor to many health 
problems.

A study in 2014, found that added sugars 
could increase the risk of high blood pressure, 
even more so than sodium and another study 
led by the US-based Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) noted that high added sugar 
intake led to increased risk of death from 
cardiovascular disease (CVD). Perhaps most 
strongly, added sugars have been associated 
with the significant increase in obesity. 

The sugar levels currently recommended 
by WHO state that we should consume no 
more than 10 percent of total daily calories 

from ‘free’ sugars - both naturally occurring 
sugars and those that are added to products 
by the manufacturer. But experts now say that 
added sugars at even this recommended level 
is harmful to health and they are calling on 

WHO to revise this down by half, to 5 percent 
of total daily calories. Many people turn to 
artificial sweeteners as a sugar alternative, but 
according to a study in 2014, these sweeteners 
may still drive diabetes and obesity. The study 
suggested artificial sweeteners, including 
saccharin, sucralose and aspartame, interfere 
with gut bacteria, increasing the activity of 
pathways associated with obesity and diabetes. 

The key thing to remember is that sugars 
occur naturally in a wide range of foods, 
including in fruit, vegetables and dairy 
products, and can be consumed within a 
healthy, balanced diet and active lifestyle. As 
always, balance and variety in a diet is the most 
important thing for people to remember.

Numerous studies have associated sugar intake with increased aging, cardiovascular disease, obesity and 
even cancer, with many health experts around the globe calling for reductions in recommended sugar intake, 

and some calling for completely cutting out sugar from the diet.

Device Approved for 

Diabetic Foot Ulcers

The US Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) recently approved the ‘Integra 

Omnigraft Dermal Regeneration Matrix’ 
device to treat diabetic foot ulcers. The 
device, made of silicone, cow collagen and 
shark cartilage, is placed over the sore 
and provides an environment that favors 
development of new skin and tissue.

The Omnigraft device was first approved 
in 1996 to treat life-threatening burns when 
a skin graft is not possible. The device is now 
approved for diabetic foot ulcers lasting 
longer than six weeks that do not involve 
any exposed bones, joints or tendons. 
Of the 29 million people diagnosed with 
diabetes in the United States each year, 
about 25 percent are expected to develop a 
foot ulcer, the FDA said. Such ulcers lead to 
about 50,000 amputations each year.

In tests conducted by the FDA, some 
51 percent of Omnigraft users had 
healed ulcers after 16 weeks, compared 
to 32 percent of participants treated 
with standard ulcer care alone. Adverse 
reactions to the device included infection, 
increased pain, swelling, nausea and new or 
worsening ulcers. The agency warned that 
the device should not be used by people 
allergic to any of its components or who 
have an infected wound, the agency said.

Children, who spend lots of time indoors and 
on computers and other electronic devices 

may be raising their risk for nearsightedness, 
suggest a panel of ophthalmology experts.

Ophthalmologist suspect Nearsightedness, 
also known as myopia, which has dramatically 
increased among children during the last 50 
years, is due to an increase in ‘near work’ — 
focusing on something close to the eyes — and 
decreased amount of time spent outdoors in 
natural light.

Kids are spending much more time doing 
indoor activities with their cellphones, tablets, 
computers, and other digital screens, often 
seeing things very close to them and doing it 
in low-light level that could be making them 
become nearsighted, say ophthalmologists.

Anyone can be nearsighted, but it is 

more common in people whose parents are 
nearsighted and is also much more prevalent 
in industrialized and urban areas than in rural 
areas. Children of East Asian descent are 
genetically predisposed to nearsightedness, 
but children’s habits in those regions may be 
increasing the rates of myopia even more. 

While myopia is not reversible, or even 

stoppable, its progression can be slowed. 
“Parents and teachers should encourage kids 
to take breaks while reading. Every 20 minutes, 
take a 20-second break. Get eyes off the page 
and look at something that is farther away,” 
suggest the experts. They add, “Although there 
are no conclusive studies that say dim light is 
harmful, it does require more accommodation 
and focus, which can lead to a strain on the 
eyes. So always make sure your kids are reading 
in bright light. Also get them to spend time 
outside.”

One benefit to kids spending time outdoors 
is the exposure to natural light. If kids do need 
to stay indoors, having large, glass windows 
in the home is helpful so kids can still get the 
benefit of seeing objects at a distance, and get 
exposure to bright light.

Too much screen time may cause Nearsightedness

Social bonding crucial for long-term health
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LIFESTYLE

Beautiful 

Blush colors 
If you are one of those women who enjoy experimenting, then 

you obviously search for those statement-making make up 
products such as purple mascara and neon eyeliner.  Why play it 
safe when you can have any look you want, step outside of your 
comfort zone, and try these tips with unique color blushes. 

Purple: A bright purple 
blush can be very fabulous 
and it actually works for 
all skin tones. Dust a light 
strip along the top of your 
cheekbones and blend 
upward for some subtle 
color play that is slightly 

more intense than your 
traditional rosy formula. You 
can also swipe some purple 
blush along the hollows of 
the cheeks and blend it to add 
some definition to your cheeks and bring out those apples.

Orange:  An orange blush is a very bright tangerine shade that 
may make you cringe, but you will be surprised at what an 
amazing staple it could be. For a flushed, sun glowing look, 
you can use an orange blush to add a little color to your skin. 
Go the traditional blush route and apply orange blush to the 
apples of your cheeks and blend the color out so it adds a 
healthy pop of warmth to your face. Always remember that 
bright blushes look amazing on darker skin because of the 
balance it creates. Don’t be afraid to try these colors, and 
don’t shy away just because it looks “too bright” in the 
packaging.

Taupe: This cool, tawny shade can be used as a more subtle 
method of contouring. Take a powder brush and apply the 
taupe shade along the top of your forehead, hollows of your 
cheeks, sides of your nose and jawline. Blend the color out 
until there are no visible lines and the color is subtle. The 
result should be a softly chiseled look.

Lavender:  Makeup lovers know the importance of turning up 
the drama now and again, and a bright, deep pink blush is a 
great way to up the ante, especially for those with warmer/
darker skin tones. Use a big fluffy blush brush to swipe your 
fuchsia shade across your entire cheek and blend it until 
there is seamless color transition.

A light, lilac purple blush looks great with a dewy spring look. 
Swap our your normal pink blush shade for a lavender one, 
pop some on your apples (make sure it aligns with the tip of 
your nose) and use an angled blush brush to blend upward 
toward the temple. Add a sheer, powder-based highlighter 
over the blush for a fairy-like, ethereal look.

Maroon:  This deep red shade looks best on those with olive-
to-dark complexions. A dark, burgundy or maroon blush is 
ideal for achieving that dramatic, vampy winter look that all 
women love. With the same technique as the lilac blush, use 
a large blush brush to apply a light layer of red across the 
cheek, starting from the apples and working up toward the 
temple. Make sure to use a light hand, as this blush shade is 
often very pigmented.

Is Muslim fashion finally getting the 
attention it deserves from luxury 

designers? Well, Dolce & Gabbana’s 
inaugural collection of hijabs and abayas 
certainly seems like a solid start. The 
Italian house debuted an array of abayas 
(loose, full-length, robe-like garments 
worn by some Muslim women) and hijabs 
(headscarves) on Style.com/Arabia on 
Sunday. 

The collection, comprised of satin 
weave charmeuse and sheer georgette 
pieces, involves ample lace detailing 
— unsurprisingly, as that’s Dolce & 
Gabbana’s Sicilian-widow-apropos 
signature. Besides plenty of black-and-

black, there are a couple prints on offer, 
including rose, lemon, and daisy motifs, 
as well as a dramatic B&W baroque-
patterned number. 

“It’s really cool that a major designer 
is extending its tastes to Muslim clothing 
items, but are brands finally catering to 
Muslim women, or are they exploiting 
them?” Amani Al-Khatahtbeh, editor-in-
chief and CEO of fashion blog MuslimGirl.
net,  said. “I think this is an important 
moment in fashion where we can influence 
that relationship in the right direction.” 

Dolce & Gabbana’s new modest garb 
is a really progressive step for the Muslim 
fashion community, she said. To wit: how 
the collection images were cast. 

Last summer, Stefano Gabbana 
alluded to the collection in an interview 
with Arab newspaper, The National, as 
Dazed pointed out: “I’m really fascinated 
with the Middle East and we’ve just 
completed a prêt-à-porter collection of 

abayas and sheylas. Pieces have some 
lace, embroidery, and some prints — but 
not too much.” 

The collection has drummed up 
plenty of excitement on social media: 
“Thank you, @dolcegabbana for seeing 
that there is beauty in our differences. 
#MuslimandProud #DolceandGabbana,” 
wrote one Twitter user.  

Other luxury labels are bound to follow 
suit with their own spates of high-end 
hijabs and abayas soon enough, though it 
remains to be seen how designer takes on 
modest fashion will jive with the Muslim 
customers they are vying for.

Dolce & Gabbana
now releasing 

hijabs and abayas

The robe coat has moved to 
the forefront of fashionable 
winter trends, and is now 
seen on style-savvy women 
everywhere.  This coat is 
great for enriching your 

everyday look while 
keeping you under 

wraps and safe from 
the chill. Here are 

some ways to wear 
the robe coat.

Style with 
accessories: 
Belting a coat 

has never been as 
foolproof as it is 
with a robe coat. Just 
about any belt will do 

as the soft material 
will allow it to fit, and 
the silhouette won’t 
be disturbed. Tying a 
robe coat with a print, 
a bright color, or even 
just a chic patterned 
belt can vastly 

improve the look of your 
standard winter clothes 
for the season. Another 
option, wearing a robe coat 
belted but slightly open is 
one of those subtle things 

you will see on girls that 
look great but won’t be able 
to put your finger on exactly 
why. You can use this little 
trick to look 

slightly and just perfectly 
undone. This trick works 
best on robe coats with 
extra length and a little 
flare to add an interesting 
dimension to your attire.  
Make sure you latch the 
belt tight right at the level 
of your natural waist in a 
trendy knot.
Wear it as a stylish piece: An 
oversized robe coat is essentially 
a stylish and socially acceptable 
wrap. It is the most comfortable 
thing you will put on all day, and 
will make any outfit underneath 
look contemporary and chic. You 
can make any summer blouse look 
winter-appropriate by topping 
your outfit with an oversized 

robe coat in the same hue. Also, 
a robe coat worn casually and 
wide-open over a simple outfit 
will elevate the look, and give it a 
contemporary edge.

The robe coat is also very 
favored for being as dressed up as 
a structured pea coat when worn 
with a great pair of heels. You can 

wrap it up extra tight 
and stay a lot cozier 
and warmer. A robe 
coat in a neutral color 
lends balance to a 
monochrome winter 
outfit, particularly if 
you don blacks and 
greys for the season.
Look immaculate: 
If your style tends 
more towards looking 
crisp, the nickname 
of this coat might 
very well throw you 
off. However, a coat 
that’s made in a thick 
and lux material will 
drape beautifully and 
still look perfect. You 

can wear the robe coat 
even longer if you master the art 
of clever layering. This style also 
works for the office, as no matter 
how business-formal your office 
is, you will be able to find a perfect 
robe coat to get you to and from 
important meetings in style. The 
way a robe coat flows and falls 
over the body looks even more 
chic as the center of attention 
over a monochrome outfit. 
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Researchers from the US-based 
Human Computation Institute 
and Cornell University say that 
more humans can help out in 
accelerating research and finding 
solutions to life’s most difficult 
problems, such as cancer, HIV, 
climate change and drought.

The team believes that combining 
human and computer 

intelligence could help combat some 
of the world’s most frustrating 
problems. Crowdsourcing analysis of 
research materials is not something 
new. There are already ‘games with 
a purpose’ that offload some of the 
work of analyzing data to humans, 
who receive the tasks packaged as 
games.

When the purpose of those games 
involves forwarding science, it is 
“called citizen science,” said Pietro 
Michelucci, director of the Human 

Computation Institute. New tools 
and infrastructure have made it 
easier to combine “various methods 
of crowdsourcing and create more 
complex and sophisticated systems,” 
he said.

The discovery of an HIV-related 
finding, which had eluded researchers 

for a decade and a half, took only 10 
days for citizen scientists to reach. 
The crowd experts were manipulating 
3-D models in a protein folding game 
called Foldit. For a smartphone app 
called ‘Malaria Spot’, researchers 
found that every 23 diagnoses from 
members of the general public were 

as accurate as one diagnosis from a 
certified pathologist. 

The trick is to figure out how 
many members of the public it takes 
to analyze a certain amount of data 
before that analysis is as accurate as 
the one from the trained scientist 
working in the lab. “When we can 

make that work, we have this force 
multiplier. If we have 30,000 people 
in the general public and it takes 30 
people, then we have 1,000 crowd 
experts,” Michelucci added.

Human computation is far 
from humans doing the bidding of 
machines. 

It is about leveraging humans in 
areas where machines fall short. For 
example, in chess, humans still have 
the edge in being able to focus on 
only the logical moves. Computers 
are good at chess because they can 
quickly consider every possible move, 
including the ones that clearly make 
no sense.

Human abilities, such as 
abstraction, complex pattern 
recognition, imagination and 
creativity, are the kind of things 
that make it possible for people to 
find solutions quickly that machines 
cannot because there are just too 
many possibilities to search through.

Human computation could help solve world problems

Samsung unveiled its Family 
Hub Refrigerator at the 

recently concluded Consumer 
Electronic Show (CES) in Las Vegas. 

Sporting a 55cm full HD LCD 
screen on the upper right outside 
door, the new refrigerator doubles 
as a communications center, 
allowing users to post, share 
and update calendars, pin digital 
photos and leave notes for others. 
Supporting Wi-Fi, the Family Hub 
Refrigerator has built-in speakers 
for music streaming and is also 
able to connect to Bluetooth 
wireless speakers. Users can 
view TV programs on the screen, 

using screen-mirroring with their 
Samsung smart TV.

Three interior cameras capture 
images every time the fridge door 
closes and send the stock of its 
content to the user’s smartphone 
where it can be checked using the 
Samsung Smart Home app. The 
refrigerator, which also supports 
the ‘Groceries by MasterCard’ app, 
will allow users to buy and pay for 
their online grocery shopping at 
select retailers. 

The Samsung Family Hub 
refrigerator will be available in the 
US in May and is expected to cost 
around $5,000. 

Samsung fridges to be 
center of Smart Home

Sony puts
smartphone brains

into light-bulb

Sony’s newest appliance, the 
Multifunctional Light, performs 

several functions you would never 
normally associate with a light-
bulb. It can communicate with other 
appliances like air conditioning units 
and thermostats with data from its 
humidity sensors, talk to your TV 
using infrared to turn it on when its 
motion sensors detect you are in 
the room, and act as a household 
intercom system equipped with 
speakers and a microphone; it even 
has a microSD card slot. All the 
functions of the Multifunctional 
Light can be controlled via a 
smartphone app when you are 
inside or away from your home. The 
company packed all this technology 
into a light-bulb that fits into a 
flying saucer-shaped housing unit 
and performs as a voice-powered 
central hub. The Multifunctional 
Light will be available in the first 
half of 2016, initially only in Japan.

Skype is celebrating the 
tenth anniversary of 

its free video calling feature 
with the addition of group 
video calling for all major 
smartphone platforms. It has 
been six years since Skype 
enabled mobile one-to-one 
video calling, and now the 
Microsoft-owned messaging 
app is expanding the feature 
to multi-person calls on 
Android, iOS and Windows 10 
Mobile. The company says the feature 
should be available in “the coming 
weeks,” but you can pre-register 
on the company’s dedicated tenth 

anniversary website to try out 
an early version of it. Skype is 
not the first messaging app 
to add mobile group video 
calling; Google’s Hangouts 
has had the feature for quite 
some time and supports up to 
10 people on the same video 
call. Skype is also holding 
back on how many people 
will be able to participate 
in the same mobile video 

call. The service lets up to 25 
people share a group call on desktop 
and 10 people share a video call, so we 
will have to see if it is able to replicate 
that feat on the smartphone. 

Skype adds group video
calling on mobiles

Google wants to make streaming 
Chrome tabs to a Chromecast even 

easier. Right now, you need to install 
the Google Cast Chrome extension to 
send music, videos, and webpages to 
your television. The company is now 
working on a way to build the feature 
directly into its Chrome browser. This 
would then allow anyone to send 
whatever is on their browser window 
to a nearby Chromecast connected TV 
with a simple right click on the page 
and selecting the ‘cast’ option. 

The new cast feature is not available 

in the general release of Chrome, but 
beta users can try it out by enabling the 
experimental ‘Media Router’ feature 
over at chrome://flags/.

Chrome to have built-in Chromecast streaming
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According to the latest report 
on international migrant trends, 
published by the United Nations 
Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs (DESA), in 
2015 there were 244 million 
international migrants — 
persons living in a country other 
than where they were born. This 
figure represented a 41 percent 
increase from the number of 
migrants in 2000, and included 
around 20 million refugees.

The new UN dataset, ‘Trends in 
International Migrant Stock: 
The 2015 Revision’, shows that 

in 2015 there were 16 million Indians 
living outside their country’s borders, 
making India the country with the 
largest diaspora population in the 
world. Other countries with large 
diaspora population included Mexico 
with 12 million, Russia with 11 million 
and China with 10 million migrants, 
as well as Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
Ukraine, Philippines, Syria and the 
United Kingdom with a 5 million 
diaspora.

Of the twenty countries with 
the largest number of international 
migrants living abroad, 11 were in 
Asia, 6 in Europe, and one each 
in Africa, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and Northern America. 
In Europe, Northern America and 
Oceania, international migrants 
account for at least 10 percent of 
the total population. By contrast, in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America and 
the Caribbean, fewer than 2 percent 
of the population are international 
migrants. 

In 2015, two thirds of all 
international migrants were living 
in only 20 countries, starting with 
the United States hosting 47 million, 
followed by Germany and Russia 
with 12 million each, Saudi Arabia 
with 10 million, the United Kingdom 
with 9 million and the United Arab 
Emirates, Canada and France hosting 
8 million each. 

In 2015, two out of three 
international migrants lived in 
Europe or Asia. Nearly half of all 
international migrants worldwide 
were born in Asia. Among major 
regions of the world, Northern 
America hosts the third largest 
number of international migrants, 
followed by Africa, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, and Oceania. 
Between 2000 and 2015, Asia added 
more international migrants than 
any other major region, or a total of 
26 million additional migrants. 

The new UN dataset shows that 
the number of international migrants 
has grown faster than the world’s 
population. As a result, the share of 
migrants in the global population 
reached 3.3 percent in 2015, up 
from 2.8 percent in 2000. There are, 
however, considerable differences 
between large regions of the world.

Between 2000 and 2015, among 
the regions of the world, Asia added 
more international migrants than 
any other major area. 

Asia gained 26 million international 
migrants during this period followed 
by Europe with 20 million, Northern 
America with 14 million and Africa 
added 6 million migrants. 

Both Latin America and the 
Caribbean and Oceania added 
comparatively smaller numbers of 

migrants during this period of around 
3 million each.

In many parts of the world, 
migration occurs primarily between 
countries that are located within 
the same major area. In 2015, 
the majority of the international 
migrants living in Africa (87 percent), 
Asia (82 percent), Latin America 
and the Caribbean (66 percent) and 
Europe (53 percent) originated from 
another country located in the same 
major area. In contrast, the majority 
of international migrants living in 
Northern America (98 percent) and 
Oceania (87 percent) were born in a 
major area other than the one where 
they currently reside.

Between 2000 and 2015, 
the female share in the global 
international migrant stock fell 
slightly, from 49.1 percent to 48.2 
percent. In 2015, the percentage 
female among all international 
migrants was highest in Europe (52.4 
percent) and Northern America (51.2 
percent). It is much lower in Asia (42.0 
percent) and Africa (46.1 percent), 
where male migrants significantly 
outnumber female migrants. Latin 
America and the Caribbean and 
Oceania host almost equal numbers 
of female and male migrants. 

In 2015, the number of 
international migrants below age 
20 reached 37 million, or 15 percent 
of the global migrant stock. Around 
72 percent or roughly 177 million 
international migrants were between 
the ages of 20 and 64. 

Europe and Northern America 
have the largest share of migrants 
of working age (75 percent each), 
followed by Asia (73 percent) and 
Oceania (71 percent). In 2015, the 
world hosted an estimated 30 
million international migrants aged 
65 or over, equal to 12 percent of the 
global migrant stock.  International 
migrants living in Africa are the 
youngest, with a median age of 
29, followed by Asia (35 years) and 
Latin America and the Caribbean (36 
years). Migrants are older in Northern 
America, Europe, and Oceania, where 
the median age is 42, 43 and 44 years, 
respectively.

“The rise in the number of 
international migrants reflects 
the increasing importance of 
international migration, which 
has become an integral part of 
our economies and societies. 
Well-managed migration brings 
important benefits to countries 
of origin and destination, as well 
as to migrants and their families,” 
noted Mr. Wu Hongbo, UN Under-
Secretary-General for Economic and 
Social Affairs, on the importance of 
international migration. 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, adopted by world 
leaders last September at the 
United Nations, stresses the 
multidimensional reality of 
migration. The Agenda calls on 
countries to implement planned and 
well-managed migration policies, 
eradicate human trafficking, respect 
the labor rights of migrant workers 
and reduce the transaction costs of 
migrant remittances. 

The Agenda also highlights the 
vulnerability of migrants, refugees 
and IDPs, and emphasizes that that 
forced displacement and related 
humanitarian crises threaten to 
reverse much of the development 
progress made in recent decades. 

ISSUES

International migrant population 
reaches 

244 million

In 2015 there were 
16 million Indians 
living outside their 
country’s borders, 
making India the 
country with the 
largest diaspora 
population in 
the world. Other 
countries with large 
diaspora population 
included Mexico 
with 12 million, 
Russia with 11 
million and China 
with 10 million 
migrants.


