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Record number of nations sign on to Climate Agreement
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Breaking 
Free from 
Fossil Fuels

The Yemen Peace Talks, being 
held in Kuwait, entered into 

its third-day on Saturday with 
second session going on into the 
evening. Both sides to the conflict 
are aiming to reach consensus on 
a broad solution to the conflict in 
their country. 

The UN-backed talks, which 
got underway at the Bayan Palace 
on Thursday, 21 April, are being 
mediated by the UN Special Envoy 

Ismael Ould Cheikh Ahmed and 
Kuwait’s Acting Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. The 
warring factions in the Yemeni 
conflict are represented on one side 
by the Yemeni government and on 
the other by the General People’s 
Congress of former President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and the Ansarullah 
Movement of the Houthi rebels.

Continued on Page 5

Yemeni factions continue
peace talks in Kuwait

There has been a deep and 
disturbing decline in respect for 

media freedom at both the global and 
regional levels, notes Reporters sans 
Frontieres (RSF) in their 2016 edition 
of the annual World Press Freedom 
Index, published on 20 April.

The Index shows media violations 
increased by 3.75 percent in 2016, going 
from 3,719 points last year to 3,857 
points this year. Reporters without 
Borders lamented that overall level of 
media freedom violations, calculated 

in each of the world’s regions and 
globally, has fallen by 13.6 percent 
since 2013. 

Authoritarian tendencies pursued 
by some governments, tightening 
of control over state-media in 
some places and the fraught and 
sometimes total breakdown of 
security situations in some nations 
were among the reasons cited by 
RSF for this decline in media freedom 
around the world. Warning that the 
survival of independent news coverage 

is increasingly becoming precarious, 
RSF said that threats to press freedom 
came from various quarters, including 
from large-scale propaganda 
machines and ideologies, especially 
those religious ideologies hostile to 
media freedom. 

The report also indicates the 
excessive influence that vested 
interests have in news coverage with 
‘oligarchs’ throughout the world 
buying up media outlets and exercising 

Continued on Page 16

It was a historic moment at the 
United Nations on Friday, 22 April, 
as leaders and representatives 

from 175 countries walked one by one 
to a desk set up on the podium of 
the General Assembly Hall, sat down 
and put their signatures to the Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change.

The signing by 175 nations set a 
record for the most countries to sign 
an international agreement on one 
day; that the signing took place on 
Earth Day was of special significance 
as it aims to prevent catastrophic 
global warming, which could lead to 
worsening droughts, melting polar 

Continued on Page 6

Disturbing drop in world press freedom
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There has never been a better 
time to break free from fossil 
fuels. Record-breaking global 

temperatures, plummeting fossil-
fuel prices, historic investments in 
renewable energy, and global pressure 
to honor climate pledges are all coming 
together to create the ideal setting for 
this world-changing shift.

The shift could not be more urgent. 
The United Nations climate agreement 
forged in Paris last December 
reconfirmed the level of 2°C above pre-
industrial levels as a hard upper limit 
for global warming, beyond which the 
consequences for the planet become 
catastrophic. But it also included 
commitments to “pursue efforts” 
to limit warming to 1.5°C. Judging by 
the latest data published by NASA, 
achieving that lower limit should be 
viewed as an imperative.

The new data confirm that 2015 was 
the hottest year on record, and show 
that the global run of record-breaking 
temperatures continued through the 
first two months of this year. According 
to NASA, global temperatures in 
February were 1.35°C above average, 
based on a 1951-1980 baseline.

Fortunately, the privileged position 
of fossil fuels already seems to be 
weakening. In fact, according to the 

International Energy Agency (IEA), 
global greenhouse-gas emissions 
and economic growth have already 
decoupled, with global energy-related 
CO2 (the largest source of human 
greenhouse-gas emissions) having 
remained at the same level for the 
second year in a row. This means that 
fossil fuels are no longer the lifeblood 
of our economy.

It seems that the precipitous 
decline in oil prices – by two-thirds 
over the last 18 months – has not, as 
many feared, encouraged increased 
consumption. What it has done is deal 

a major blow to the profits of fossil-
fuel giants like Shell, BP, and Statoil.

Coal is not faring any better. 
Following China’s announced 
moratorium on new coal-fired 
power plants at the end of last year, 
Peabody, the world’s largest coal 
company, recently filed for bankruptcy 
protection in the US, after it could no 
longer make its debt payments, partly 
because of waning demand for coal. 

Meanwhile, renewable energy 
sources are receiving record amounts 
of investment – some $329.3 billion 
last year, according to research from 

Bloomberg New Energy Finance. As 
a result, a cleaner, fairer, and more 
sustainable future, powered entirely by 
renewables, is starting to become a real 
option. Yet there is still a long way to 
go. Most governments are still clinging, 
to varying degrees, to destructive fossil 
fuels, with their volatile prices and 
devastating environmental impact, 
even as this dependence destabilizes 
their economies.

Those committed to addressing 
climate change – from international 
organizations to local communities 
to individual citizens – must urgently 

build on the momentum acquired 
over the last year, by maintaining 
strong pressure on governments and 
companies to pursue the policies and 
investments needed to complete 
the break from fossil fuels. Just 
as a warming planet puts us all at 
risk, scaling up action early benefits 
everyone. And it is up to everyone 
to hold leaders accountable to their 
promises, and to science.

Global movements such as Break 
Free have been exemplary in this 
regard. By backing campaigns and mass 
actions aimed at stopping the world’s 
most dangerous fossil-fuel projects 
– from coal plants in Turkey and the 
Philippines, to mines in Germany and 
Australia, to fracking in Brazil, and oil 
wells in Nigeria – Break Free hopes to 
eliminate the power and pollution of 
the fossil-fuel industry, and propel the 
world toward a sustainable future.

Recognizing the scale and urgency 
of the challenge ahead, Break Free 
is prepared to intensify its peaceful 
resistance against new and existing 
fossil-fuel projects. The key will be the 
strength and bravery of communities 
demanding that we keep fossil fuels 
in the ground and instead build a 
healthier and more just world, in which 
everyone has access to sustainable 
energy.

The world is closing in on a historic 
shift in our energy system. To accelerate 
progress, we must confront those who 
are profiting from climate change 
and defend the interests of ordinary 
people. Next month’s mobilizations 
against fossil-fuel projects are an 
important step in the right direction. 
The struggle finally to break free from 
fossil fuels is a global one. Nobody can 
afford to ignore it.
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Record warmth experienced 
each month of 2016

Temperature records have continued 
to be smashed in the first quarter of 
2016.January, February and March 
each surpassed the warmest average 
temperature ever recorded for those 
months. This record-setting warmth 
aligns with expectations that 2016 
could end up being as warm or 
warmer than 2015. In fact, the record 
annual global temperature in 2015 
only included three months that 
exceeded 1°C above their respective 
monthly averages (each of the last 
three months of the year). The 1°C 
threshold has been exceeded in each 
of the first three months of 2016.

West Antarctic Ice Sheet at 
significantly greater 
risk to rapid melting

The West Antarctic Ice Sheet (WAIS) 
holds so much ice that if it melts, 

it could raise sea level by 12 feet or 
more. Historically, most scientists 
believed that the worst scenarios 
of the ice sheet’s melting would not 
happen for hundreds or thousands 
of years. But in late March 2016, a 
Nature article found that if emissions 
continue on a carbon-intensive 

trajectory, we could see more than 3 
feet of sea level rise by the end of the 
century from WAIS melting alone. 
Considering additional contributing 
factors to sea level rise, we could 
witness 5-6 feet altogether by 2100. 
This would catastrophically redefine 
the world’s coastlines. After 2100, 

the rise in seas grows exponentially, 
with more than 45 feet by 2500.

Arctic sea ice peak 
reaches record low

Each winter, the Arctic sea ice extent 
reaches its peak and then declines as 
the spring and summer months come. 

During this past winter, the peak in 
Arctic sea ice was the lowest it has 
ever been since records began 37 years 
ago. According to the National Snow 
and Ice Data Center and NASA, this 
year’s peak sea ice was 13,000 square 
kilometers miles. Since records of 
Arctic sea ice began, its average annual 
extent has decreased by more than 
1,810,000 million square kilometers.

Hope
As dire as these findings are, all of 
the studies note that if we get off 
our carbon-intensive trajectory, 
we can avoid some of the worst 
consequences of climate change. 
The Paris Agreement established 
the framework for doing so, but it 
will be up to each government and 
its citizens to not only implement 
their existing commitments, but find 
additional ways to transition to a 
zero-carbon future.

Year 2015 becomes the warmest on record
Soon after the Paris Agreement was signed in December, 

scientists confirmed that 2015 was the warmest year on 
record. While last year’s temperatures were influenced by 
a strong El Nino, scientists have found that climate change 

was the key driver of the record warm temperatures. While 
most global temperature records are surpassed by slim 
margins, last year’s average global temperature broke the 
previous record set in 2014 by 0.16°C —22 percent higher! 

To put that in perspective, if this were the men’s record for 
fastest mile, the current mark of 3 minutes and 43 seconds 
would have been shattered by a new record of 2 minutes 
and 54 seconds.
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In a recent media interview, US President Barack 
Obama apologetically admitted that Libya was 
his administration’s “worst mistake.” Breaking 

with convention, the US President also implicitly 
blamed British Prime Minister David Cameron and 
former French President Nicolas Sarkozy for the 
current mess in Libya. In remarkable hindsight, 
President Obama pointed out that the two European 
leaders had failed to plan for the aftermath of the 
war and did not follow-through with rebuilding the 
country. He noted that, following the overthrowing 
and killing of former dictator Muammar Gadhafi, 
and stirring up the Libyan bee’s hive, Cameron 
became ‘distracted’ and Sarkozy soon ‘lost interest’.

The irony is that African Union negotiators and 
political analysts had long warned of just such a 
catastrophe in Libya, but no one ‘who mattered’ was 
willing to listen. “Those who wear the shoe know 
where it is pinching,” says a former ambassador 
based in Libya. “We know and understand Africa and 
we say, please, the issue is here, in this shoe. But the 

big powers always know better and they rush in and 
often chop off the other foot!”

Though belatedly, at least one leader has now had 
to courage to admit that precipitate action based 
on wish-fulfillment, or on ‘what is expected’ rather 
than ‘what is needed’, can lead to consequences 
that are disastrous. Consequences that continue 
to reverberate long after air-force jets have 
‘accomplished their mission’ and flown home safely.

One such consequence is now arriving every 
day as a human tide on Europe’s shores. As the 
mounting mass of suffering humanity knocks feebly 
on their doors, Europe and the United States are left 
wondering how best to respond to a crisis of their 
own making. Ironically, in prescient remarks made 
in March 2011, Gadhafi had warned that without 
a united and stable Libya the “Mediterranean will 
turn into a sea of   chaos”, and that Europe would be 
flooded with immigrants from Africa. 

Another ramification of the breakdown in any 
semblance to law and order in Libya is its impact 
on regional countries and around the Middle-East. 
Remnants of the former Libyan army, which had a 
significant number of conscripts from neighboring 
African countries, along with the huge tranche of arms 
and ammunition from the Libyan arsenal, are now 
flowing beyond the country’s borders, destabilizing 
neighbors and fueling insurgencies far and wide. 

Yet one more effect from the Libyan fiasco is 
that besides being embroiled in a highly vicious 
and fractionalized civil war, the country has now 
became a safe and fertile ground for terrorists of 
various hues. Since the war in Libya, extremism 
thriving in the country has swept like a scythe 
slicing up countries, institutions and communities 
in the region and beyond. 

Several African leaders had predicted these 
consequences and expressed their concerns, but 
Western leaders smug in the superiority of their 
military capability, chose to ignore these warnings. 
The inane decisions and rash responses made by 
leaders far removed from the continent have left 
ruined homes, lost lives and shattered economies in 
its wake; but that is just ‘collateral damage’.

Africa has always been seen as a resource; at 
the infamous Berlin Conference of 1884, the then 
colonial European powers carved up Africa to project 
their power and to divide its spoils between them. 
However, even much before that, the continent was 
seen as little more than a supply source of people 
and goods, to be exploited and discarded at will. 

But Africa is now saying, “Enough”; some of 
Africa’s most perceptive leaders are now saying, “No 
Longer.” This call was once again loudly echoed at the 
recent Fifth Tana High-Level Forum on Security in 
Africa, which was held in the Ethiopian town of Bahir 

Dar on 16 and 17 April.  The Forum, under the theme 
‘Africa in the Global Security Agenda’, witnessed a 
host of high-profile speakers, including former UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Ethiopia’s Prime 
Minister Hailemariam Desalegn and the former 
presidents Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, Joaquim 
Chissano of Mozambique, Pierre Buyoya of Burundi 
and General Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria. 

Reiterating the need for a better and fairer 
representation for Africa on the international 
stage, the leaders called for Africa’s voice to be 
acknowledged and respected, especially when it 
came to matters related to the continent. 

They noted that though African nations form 
the largest regional grouping in the United Nations, 
at the policy level, especially at the critical agenda-
setting level, Africa has always been politely shunted 
aside. The Forum called for a change to the existing 
situation so that local knowledge and accumulated 
African wisdom could be used to solve the continent’s 
problems. They noted that when it came to conflict 
resolution and peace-building, Africa had a wealth of 
expertise and experience that it could use locally and 
share with the rest of the world.

 Incidentally, the symbol of the Forum was the 
baobab tree — a traditional meeting place in Africa 
where tribes used to gather to discuss conflicts, 
to analyze situations and, more often than not, 
find solutions to their problems. The symbol also 
reiterates and reminds one, of the African proverb: 
“Wisdom is like a baobab tree, no one can embrace 
it”. It takes many people to sit down in a spirit 
of honesty, discuss candidly and find solutions 
acceptable to all.

If President Obama is serious about looking at a 
different milieu in his approach to world problems, 
then perhaps he should look at the traditional African 
formula of sitting under the baobab tree and finding 
solutions based on collective wisdom.

'Enough; we now need our voices heard'
Reiterating the need for a better and fairer representation for Africa on the international stage, African 
leaders are now calling for the continent's voice to be acknowledged and respected, especially when it came 

to matters related to the continent. 

Continued from Page 1

The talks, which center on implementing UN 
Security Council Resolution 2216, is exploring the 
potential to set up a framework that will pave the way 
for an organized peaceful process in Yemen, based 
on the Gulf Cooperation Council Initiative and the 
outcome of the Yemeni National Dialogue.  

In his opening speech at the conference, the UN 
envoy called on both sides to show “goodwill” and be 
more pliable at the peace negotiations so as to reach 
a political solution to the country’s crisis. Noting 
that there are only two options: “Either to get a safe 
country, which ensures stability and rights of its 
citizens, or the remains of a land in which its people 
die every day,” the envoy added, “The way for peace 
may be thorny, but is still paved and there is no room 
for failure.”

Referring to the deterioration of humanitarian 
situation in Yemen, the envoy pointed out that 
since the conflict began, nearly 7,000 people have 
been killed and more than 35,000 others wounded, 
while over three million people have been displaced 
from their homes. He urged the parties to turn a 
new page and put the country’s interest ahead of 
anything else to safeguard human rights and the law. 
Reiterating that the talks in Kuwait would continue 
until a tangible solutions to the crisis was found, the 
UN envoy thanked His Highness the Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikh 

Sabah Al-Khaled, the government and people for their 
hospitality and efforts in holding the negotiations.

 For his part, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled called the 
conference a “historical chance” to end the country’s 
conflict and stop the bloodshed. He urged all parties to 
take into consideration the suffering of their brothers 
and sisters, and to try to avoid further destruction 
and displacement. “We hope that Yemen’s disputed 
parties would be wise enough, and put the interest of 
Yemen and its people ahead of anything else during 
these negotiations in order to resolve the crisis,” said 
the Foreign Minister.

Underlining the need for both sides to contribute 
positively to the peace negotiations, Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled called on them to reach a comprehensive 
solution that will save the country and maintain 
the region’s stability and security. “Kuwait, which 
has been standing side by side with its brothers 
since decades, welcomes your purposeful efforts 
to end the conflict,” he said, expressing hope that 
the negotiations would succeed to reach peace, 
which restores stability and security to Yemen, and 
maintains its territorial integrity.

The minister conveyed greetings of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
to all participants, voicing hope of His Highness the 
Amir that the negotiations would achieve its goals. 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also expressed his gratitude 
to the role of the UN and its representative Ismael 
Ould Cheikh Ahmed in sponsoring the negotiations.    

Yemeni factions continue peace talks in Kuwait

Baobab tree — a 
traditional meeting 

place in Africa
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In a statement, following his four-
day state visit to the People’s 
Republic of China, Nigerian 

President, Muhammadu Buhari said 
that the trip yielded over US$6 billion 
in additional investments in Nigeria. 
The successful visit is expected to 
have a huge and positive impact 
on key sectors of the country’s 
economy, including power, solid 
minerals, agriculture, housing and 
rail transportation.

With low oil prices eating into 
its foreign reserves, a weakening of 
its currency the naira against other 
currencies and a projected 2016 
budget deficit of over $11 billion, 
Nigeria is confronting its worst 
economic crisis in decades. In recent 
months, the oil-exporting nation has 
been looking for sources to plug its 
deficit and fund the government’s 
ambitious plans to triple capital 
spending in 2016 fiscal year. The 
Chinese investments are a welcome 
relief to the beleaguered economy.

Speaking at a reception in his 
honor by the Communist Party of 
China, President Buhari said that 
Nigeria welcomes the support of 
the Chinese government, foreign 
investors and local businesses for 
efforts to diversify the nation’s 
economy. The president noted that 
the diversification of the Nigerian 
economy was long overdue as 
continued reliance on crude oil 
exports had always made the 
economy vulnerable to shocks.

In his remarks on the occasion, 
President Jinping applauded the war 

against corruption being waged by 
Buhari. He also agreed that Nigeria’s 
chosen path of development through 
economic diversification was the 
best way to go and promised to fully 
support the diversification program 
through infrastructural development 
and capacity building.

The Chinese President also 
expressed the readiness of China 
to set up major projects in Nigeria, 

including in refineries, power 
plants, mining companies, textile 
manufacturing and food processing 
industries. China and Nigeria also 
agreed to strengthen military 
and civil service exchanges as 
part of a larger capacity-building 
engagement. In line with this, China 
offered to raise its scholarship 
awards to Nigerian students from 
about 100 to 700 annually. In 
addition, 1,000 other Nigerians are 
to be given vocational and technical 

training by China annually. Among 
the major infrastructure investment 
agreements signed between 
Nigeria and China are a $2.5 billion 
agreement for the development 
of the Lagos Metro Rail Transit 
Red Line project; a $1 billion for 
the establishment of a high-tech 
industrial park in Ogun-Guangdong 
Free Trade Zone in Ogun State and 
a $1 billion for the development of 
a green-field expressway for Abuja-
Ibadan-Lagos. In the power sector, 
an agreement worth nearly $480 
million was signed to construct a 300 
Megawatt solar power plant in Niger 
State and another project valued 
at $200million was signed for the 
construction of two 500MT/day float 
gas facilities. 

During the visit, the Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of China Ltd 
(ICBC), the world’s biggest lender, 
and Nigeria’s central bank signed 
a deal on yuan transactions. This 
would allow the renminbi (yuan) to 
be included in the foreign exchange 
reserves of Nigeria and permit its 
free flow among different banks in 
Nigeria. Nigeria’s central bank also 
said it plans to diversify its foreign 
exchange reserves away from the 
dollar by switching a stockpile into 
yuan. It has already converted up 
to a tenth of its reserves into yuan 
five years ago. The framework to a 
currency-swap deal signed between 
the two countries would also make 
it easier to settle trade deals in 
yuan, which would be cheaper than 
Eurobonds.

AFRICA

Continued from Page 1

ice caps and disappearing of low-lying islands around 
the world. Signing the agreement is just the first step 
in combating climate change; it will come into force 
only when at least 55 countries responsible for 55 
percent of the world’s greenhouse gases ratify the 
accord in the coming months. 

But the likelihood of this happening looks 
increasingly better with China and the United 
Nations, together responsible for 38 percent of 
global emissions, agreeing to ratify it this year, and 
the European Union, which accounts for 12 percent 
of emissions, saying it would take about a year and a 
half for the 28 nation EU-bloc to ratify it. 

Already 15 countries have ratified the agreement, 
if seven more countries along with Russia (6% of 
global emissions) or India (4%) and Brazil (3%) 
ratify, the agreement could reach the necessary 
number and percentage of gas emissions to become 
international law as early as mid-2017.

“This is a moment in history. Today you are signing 
a new covenant with the future,” said UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon at the signing ceremony. 
“The era of consumption without consequences 
is over… We must intensify efforts to decarbonize 
our economies. And we must support developing 
countries in making this transition,” commented Mr. 
Ban, adding, “We are in a race against time.” 

In an op-ed that appeared prior to the signing, 
Dr. Andrew Steer, President and CEO of World 
Resources Institute wrote: The Paris Agreement 
reached in December 2015, was cause for 
celebration, as after years of struggle it set a new 
course on global climate action. Now, it is time for 
leaders to roll up their sleeves and determine how 
to move from commitments to action.

Ever since Paris, a parade of new data points to 
the perils of delay: 2015 was once again the hottest 
year in the modern meteorological record. March 
2016 was not just record hot, but unbelievably so. It 
also marked the 11th consecutive month of record-
breaking heat globally. A nearly two-decade-long 
drought around the Mediterranean is the worst in 
900 years.

Against this backdrop, many nations are 
stepping up with climate action and showing the 
way. From new solar projects in Morocco and 
India to plans to offer enhanced national climate 

commitments by Argentina and Indonesia, 
momentum toward low-carbon is building.

So, what must happen next to turn the vision 
of a low-carbon future into reality?

Once at least 55 Parties join and 55 percent of 
emissions are covered, the Paris Agreement will go 
into force. Entry into force will show not only political 
will, but also put in motion the key elements of the 
Paris Agreement, including the ambition mechanism 
to increase action over time.

Moving from commitment to action will take 
hard work and political will. While every country’s 
capabilities are different, all need to develop very 
clear roadmaps for how they will put their Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDC), or commitments 
to deal with climate change - into action. Most NDCs 
are statements of intent rather than detailed, least-
cost plans. Designing the policies and programs that 
underlie the delivery of the NDCs is not easy, and will 
require coordinated international expertise. 

Countries will also need to determine how they 
can align their commitments to tackle climate 
change with the needs of the world’s most vulnerable 
as spelled out in the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Also, to actually make it possible for action on 
the ground, countries with climate finance pledges 
must help meet the goal of mobilizing $100 billion 
a year in climate finance by 2020.  Investors around 
the world must also show they are in line with the 
Agreement by ensuring financial flows they control 
are consistent with low greenhouse gas emissions 
and climate-resilient development. Financial 
institutions need to shift funding away from high-
carbon sectors and towards climate solutions.

The Paris Agreement has the potential to spur 
action at the national level, improve tracking and 
reporting of climate commitments, encourage 
greater ambition and make certain that countries 
have the resources and capacity necessary to 
effect the change we need. We need world leaders 
to drive action, with more finance ministers 
getting engaged as the world starts to implement 
the Paris Agreement.

We are at a unique and urgent moment. Climate 
impacts are mounting and the door to make 
progress is closing. If we want change, we must 
transform our economies, our energy and our ways 
of doing business. The framework is set. It is time 
to get to work.

Record number of nations sign on to Climate Agreement

China to invest over $6 billion in Nigerian economy

Following the decision by the 
International Criminal Court 

(ICC) in the Hague to issue arrest 
warrants against three Kenyans 
accused of witness interference, 
Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta 
has vowed that no Kenyan will 
ever again face trial at the ICC over 
the post-election violence.

Former journalist Walter 
Barasa, lawyer Paul Gicheru and 
Phillip Bett are wanted by the ICC 
for alleged witness interference 
in the cases against Deputy 
President William Ruto and 
journalist Joshua Sang.

The president declared that the 
country had closed the chapter on 
the post-election violence. “To our 
friends out there who think that 
they can come and disturb us here 

in our country, we have closed that 
chapter and there is nowhere else 
we are going,” President Kenyatta 
stated.

“There is nobody else we will 
allow to be taken anywhere. If 
someone breaks the law, we are 
going to deal with them here using 
our courts. I do not want to see 
another Kenyan treading the route 
that we took,” he said, reminiscing 
on his own trial at The Hague.

The case against President 
Kenyatta was terminated by 
ICC judges for lack of evidence 
after prosecutors had listed him 
as among those who bore the 
greatest responsibility for the 
post-election violence in 2007-8 
that left 1,300 people dead and 
half a million more displaced.

No more Kenyans to go before ICC
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An ultra-thin material 
embedded with electronics 
that can attach to the skin 

and monitor blood oxygen levels 
has been produced by researchers 
in Japan. Scientists at the University 
of Tokyo described their prototype 
‘e-skin’ as a thin, flexible, organic 
material that is stable in air.

The e-skin has a protective 
film, comprising five alternating 
layers of an inorganic and organic 
material, which protects the onboard 
electronics from water vapor and air. 
Polymer light-emitting-diodes (PLED) 
and organic photo-detectors on the 
e-skin are used to transmit and detect 
the light that reflects after passing 

into a finger. This is used to gauge the 
blood oxygen and pulse rate which is 
then displayed on a PLED display.

Wearable technology that 
monitors body functions is a growing 
area of biomedical research, but there 
are many challenges to overcome. 
Current materials are not thin enough 
or sufficiently flexible to attach d 
remain on the body comfortably 
and unobtrusively for long. Though 
organic materials presently available 
reach suitable micrometer-scale 
thinness and flexibility, but they 
degrade quickly in air.

The new e-skin developed in 
Japan appears to overcome many of 
the problems of previous designs. It 

enables the creation of ultra-thin and 
ultra-flexible electronic devices that 

remain stable in air for several days.
The PLEDs that the team created 

were only 3 micrometers thick and 
their efficiency was six times greater 
than that of previously reported ultra-
thin PLEDs. This means they require 
far less power and produce a lot 
less heat - making them particularly 
suitable for attaching directly onto 
the body. The researchers hope their 
e-skin will lead to the creation of 
devices that measure and display not 
only blood oxygen and pulse rate but 
other vital functions. 

E-skin technology could also have 
applications outside medicine, such 
as athletics, personal fitness and 
communications and could transform 
personal communications to the 
same extent as mobile phones have.

Electronic skin to track health status

Strict prescription 
guidelines needed
on painkiller use

Hoping to stem an epidemic of drug abuse tied 
to prescription narcotic painkillers, authorities 

in the US are now calling for tough new prescribing 
guidelines for the nation’s doctors.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in the US is now stressing that doctors, especially 
primary care physicians, should avoid prescribing 
addictive opioid painkillers, for patients with most 
forms of chronic pain. 

This includes prescribing them to patients suffering 
from back or joint pains, dental pain or other chronic 
pain treated in an outpatient setting. It would not 
include the use of narcotic painkillers for people 
dealing with cancer-related pain, or terminally ill 
patients in palliative care, the CDC said.

The CDC adds that more than 40 Americans are 
reported to die each day from prescription opioid 
overdoses; more than the number of people who die 
from car crashes each year. Fueling this high death 
toll is the over prescription of these opioids, which 
increased four-fold since 1999.

Besides calling for physicians to try non-narcotic 
options first for pain relief, the CDC advisory also laid 
out other steps to curb the abuse of opioid painkillers. 
Whenever these painkillers are prescribed, “the lowest 
possible effective dosage” should be used, the CDC 
said. Also, patients who are on such drugs should 
be closely monitored to “reassess their progress and 
discontinue medication if needed,” the agency said.

In a study that tracked more than 2.7 million patients 
who had a tooth extracted between 2000 and 2010, 
found that within a week of the extraction, 42 percent 
of patients filled a prescription for a narcotic painkiller. 

People who consumed lots 
of fast food tended to have 
levels of harmful chemicals 
known as phthalates in 
their urine that were 24 
percent to 40 percent 
higher than people who 
rarely ate such foods.

Although the study did not 
prove a cause-and-effect 

relationship between exposure 
to phthalates and fast-food, the 
study authors warned against 
regular consumption of these 
types of foods. They pointed 
out that the two phthalates 
in question, known by their 
abbreviations as DEHP and DiNP 
are used by industries to make 
plastics flexible and can be found 
in a wide array of food packaging 

and food-processing machinery.
The two phthalates can 

get into fast food during the 
processing of the food, or can 
leach into the food from the 
packaging in which it is stored or 
transported prior to cooking and 
also when it is served. Fast food 
even can pick up phthalates from 
the vinyl gloves that restaurant 
workers wear to prevent food 
poisoning.

Researchers say that to 
reduce exposure to phthalates, 
it is recommended to always 
minimize exposure to processed 
foods, and the ultimate processed 
food platform is the fast-food 
restaurant. They do not use 
anything fresh.

The study reviewed data 
on nearly 8,900 people who 
answered detailed questions 
about their diet in the past 24 

hours, including consumption of 
fast food, and provided a urine 
sample that could be tested for 
signs of DEHP and DiNP. People 
were considered heavy fast-food 
connoisseurs if they obtained 
more than 35 percent of their 
daily calories from such sources.

Researchers found that the 
more fast food participants in 
the study ate, the higher their 

exposure to phthalates. People 
with the highest consumption of 
fast food had 24 percent higher 
levels of the breakdown product 
for DEHP in their urine sample. 
Those same fast-food lovers had 
nearly 40 percent higher levels 
of DiNP byproducts in their urine 
compared to people who reported 
no fast food in the 24 hours prior 
to the testing.

Fast-food consumption exposes 
people to harmful chemicals

Over a third of the staff at 
outpatient healthcare 

facilities in the US were not 
following recommended hand 
hygiene procedures. Many also 
fell short on injection safety, 
putting patients at increased risk 
for infection, says a new study.

For the study, the researchers 
looked at 15 outpatient facilities. 
The investigators found that 
though nearly all had outpatient 
infection control policies in place, 
yet, staff at the facilities failed 
to follow proper hand hygiene 
37 percent of the time and safe 

injection procedures were not 
followed one-third of the time.

This project highlights the 
importance of assessing both the 

report of recommended infection 
prevention policies and practices, 
as well as behavior compliance 
through observational audits,” 

said study author Dr. Deborah 
Thompson and her colleagues.

The study authors said it is 
critical to verify that infection 
safety procedures are in place 
and being followed. They added 
that there have been outbreaks 
and infection transmissions 
due to these types of infection 
prevention breaches. “These 
findings highlight the need for 
ongoing quality improvement 
initiatives regarding infection 
prevention policies and practices 
in outpatient settings,” the study 
authors concluded.

Healthcare workers often skip basic hand hygiene
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The small size of this restaurant 
with its small sized sandwiches 

belies its huge popularity among 
shawarma lovers in the country. 
With spices picked specifically 
to enhance the taste and flavors 
of their fresh meat, the small 
shawarma sandwiches are great 
as a snack or in more numbers a 
fulfilling meal. Though there are 
five different types of beef and 
chicken shawarmas to choose 

from, it is their enticing chutneys 
that give the place its individuality 
and growing popularity. From the 
sweet mango chutney to the spicier 
green pepper or jalapeno chutney, 
Mearmisha has you covered with 
regard to flavors. All that remains 
to be done is opt for wrapping the 
sandwich in fresh sal or Lebanese 
bread and you are ready to bite 
into delicious shawarma in a small 
package. 

   D I N I N G  I N  K U W A I T
For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 

http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at dining@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

FOOD

Mearmisha

Doppio

 Intercontinental Mall Salmiya; The Gate Mall Egaila; Marina Mall 
Food Court. Call 2266 4433.

Shaab Al Bahary, Al Thahaby Street, Building 32. Call 2261 5234.  

Popular dish: Chicken fillet sandwich

Popular dish: Amadeo, a white sauce based pizza, with caramelized onions, 
fresh basil and topped with scrumptious shavings of lean turkey.

The brainchild of Amr al-Refai, 
of Solo Pizza Napolitana fame, 

Doppio, which means double in 
Italian, serves up signature pizzas 
as well as fried foods that one 
would normally encounter only at 

‘friggitoria’ shops in Napoli, Italy. A 
visit to Doppio will take you to the 
plebeian food markets of El Campello 
in Spain or Napoli, but with an added 
hint of panache thrown in to cater to 
local preferences.

Mr. Greek Kuwait

Mezzanine 2 Level at Salhiya Complex, Kuwait City. Call, 2245 1511.

Popular dish: Classic chicken souvlaki (small pieces of grilled meat) served 
with two sides and tzatziki (a type of Greek sauce).

This Canadian franchise, which 
comes from the heart of 

Toronto’s ‘Greektown’, has some 
really fabulous and healthy dishes 
on offer. The large slices of perfectly 
seasoned doner meats and fresh 
toppings like tomatoes and onions 
enclosed in thick Greek pita bread or 
flatbread, lends a distinctive texture 

and taste to Mr. Greek sandwiches. 
Their Greek yogurt dressing, which 
is a healthier option than fat-filled 
mayonnaise, takes you right to the 
Mediterranean heart. Besides the 
authentic doners, you can also enjoy 
a variety of great-tasting classical 
Greek favorites at exceptionally 
competitive prices.

Tip
s

To keep coriander leaves 
fresh, place them in a muslin 

(cheese) cloth bag in the 
refrigerator.

Pakoras will turn out crisper if 
a little corn flour is added to 
the gram flour (besan) while 

preparing the batter.

For green chilies to remain 
fresh for a longer time, 

remove their stems before 
storing. 

Smoothies are easy to make 
at home and you have 

the additional advantage of 
experimenting with different fruits 
and flavor combinations. Before you 
go wild with smoothie experiments, 
here are a few strategies to keep in 
mind.

Rethink your liquids: When blending 
your perfect smoothie, think beyond 
water or milk as the primary liquid. 
For instance, you can opt for almond 
milk or coconut water as a base for a 
slightly sweet flavor and their added 
health benefits, or even go green by 
opting for green tea as your base. 
Freeze the fruit: Instead of adding 
ice to keep your smoothies cold and 
thick, just blend in some frozen fruit. 
Frozen bananas are especially creamy 
when blended and frozen grapes are 
just delicious.

If you know you are going to make 
a lot of smoothies, store some extra 
fruit in freezer bags so they are ready 
to pop into the blender. If you forget 
to freeze your fruit ahead of time, you 
could always use fresh fruit and just 
add ice.
Texturize: Sipping the same 
smoothies day after day can get 
monotonous. Give your smoothies 
a different daily texture by adding 
various nutritious grains or seeds. Try 
adding some pre-soaked chia seeds 
to give your smoothie a thick gel-like 
texture. The seeds absorb water and 
develop a gluey coating that provides 
the distinct texture as well as a host 
of nutritional benefits.
Blend in some vegetables: Kids, 
and also adults, who are wary of 
vegetables, will in most cases not 
even taste the vegetables once they 
are blended with the fruits. This could 

p r o v e 
a surreptitious yet effective 
way of ensuring your children get 
their daily serving of veggies.
Caffeinate: Smoothies are most 
commonly consumed for breakfast, 
so why not go ahead and add some 
extra oomph in the form of coffee 

or tea to help put a little pep in 
your step? You can use iced coffee 
concentrate if available or go for 
chilled regular coffee.
Base recipe: While you are free to 
improvise to your heart’s content, 
here is basic recipe to start you out 
on your smoothie adventure: 2 cups 
frozen fruit of your choice; ¾ cup 
liquid of your choice, ½ cup plain 
yogurt, sprinkling of flavorings with 
spices of your choice.

Create your own 

SM     THIE 
blend

Smoothies can be the 
ideal quick breakfast or 
perfect snack that packs a 
powerful punch with healthy 
antioxidants, vitamins and 
other nutrients. However, for 
the smoothie to be a healthy 
drink your best bet is to 
prepare it at home. Opt for 
a local store variety and you 
could end up with a smoothie 
brimming with sugars and 
fats from all that fancy 
yogurt, sherbet and even 
ice cream that they 
blend into it.

Short recipes to try
Strawberry rhubarb crumble 
smoothie: In the blender, place 
two tablespoons of quick-cooking 
rolled oats (uncooked) and ¼ cup 
low fat milk and let it soak for 
five minutes. Once done, add 1 ½ 
cups frozen strawberries, ½ cup 
roughly chopped fresh rhubarb, 
½ cup low-fat Greek yogurt, ¼ 
teaspoon ground cinnamon, one 
teaspoon vanilla extract and 
one teaspoon honey in the same 
order and blend until smooth.
Carrot cake smoothie: In 
the blender, add the following 
ingredients in order: Two 
tablespoons unsweetened 
shredded coconut, two 
tablespoons roughly chopped 
walnuts, ¾ cup grated carrot 
(one large carrot), ½ cup frozen 
peeled orange segments, ½ 
banana, sliced and frozen, ½ 
cup low-fat Greek yogurt, one 
teaspoon ground cinnamon, one 
teaspoon vanilla extract and ½ 
cup coconut water. Once done, 
blend until smooth.
Mocha almond smoothie: 
In a blender add the following 
ingredients in the order 
mentioned and blend until 
smooth: One cup frozen 
raspberries, ½  sliced banana, two 
scoops chocolate protein powder, 
½ cup iced coffee concentrate or 
¾ cup chilled regular coffee, ¼ 
cup almond milk or regular low-
fat milk and one teaspoon honey.
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From arrogance to ignorance, 
and everything in between, 
the range of responses to a 

recent survey on using ‘indicator-lights’ 
while driving were truly illuminating. 
Answers to the questionnaire on using 
vehicle side-indicators, before changing 
lanes, making a turn or exiting a road, 
were just as enlightening as they were 
embarrassing. Enlightening, because the 
study helped broaden our understanding 
of drivers with whom we regularly share 
roads; embarrassing, because in a region 
where there is one vehicle for every two 
inhabitants, not too many people seem 
to know basic driving etiquette and 
safety norms. It appears that in a region 
where many have the money to buy the 
latest fancy cars, some do not have the 
brains needed to drive them.

While nearly everyone surveyed 
agreed that using indicators reduced 
road-accidents, the response to why 
they did not turn on indicators ranged 
from, “Why should I?” to “How can I; my 
one hand is on the steering and other is 
on my mobile” and, “I know indicators 
are important, but most other drivers do 
not use them, so why should I indicate.”  

Also, when it came to indicator usage, 
there seemed to wide disconnect between 

what motorists knew they should be 
doing and what they actually did. There 
was a similar mismatch between what 
drivers said they did and what fellow-
drivers observed them to be doing.

Although recent road infrastructure 
developments are helping to ease 
congestion, the lack of an efficient 
public transport network, the relatively 
low cost of fuel and an automobile 
density of over 500 vehicles per 1,000 
residents means that traffic jams are the 
norm, especially during rush hours. 

Given this bumper to bumper traffic 
congestion one would assume people 
would pay more attention to following 
basic driving rules, such as giving proper 
signals before changing lanes or making 
a turn. But it was precisely during peak 
traffic times that many people in the 
survey said they did not give proper 
indication; and the reason for this was 
ironically, because they were distracted 
by all the traffic around them. 

The study on behavior in traffic was 
part of a bi-annual Road Safety Monitor 
survey, initiated by QIC-Insured, the 
retail arm of Qatar Insurance Company 
(QIC) and conducted by YouGov, an 
international, internet-based market 
research firm.

The QIC-Insured initiative, which was 
conducted among a broad demographic 
of drivers in Kuwait, Oman, Qatar 
and the UAE, included both, men and 
women, young and old, citizens and 
expatriates.  The traffic study was aimed 
at generating data and increasing public 
awareness on the causes of poor driving 
in order to encourage a safety-first 
motoring culture

Not using indicators properly is 
an inconsiderate, impolite and law 
breaking traffic behavior that  also leads 
to emergency braking and lane swerving 
which are among the main causes for 
fatalities on roads in the region. 

Always using the indicator protects 
the driver, their passengers, and other 
road users, as well as pedestrians. 
Regardless of their backgrounds, all 
motorists must have a crystal clear 
understanding to always indicate – it is 
as simple as that.

LOCAL

Vehicle indicators are not for décor
Not using indicators properly is an inconsiderate, impolite and law breaking traffic behavior that also leads to 

emergency braking and lane swerving which are among the main causes for fatalities on roads in the region. 

Do you use your indicator when changing lanes, taking an exit, 
turning at a junction? 
Almost every time: Qatar (78%) UAE (67%) Kuwait (66%) Oman (63%)
Almost never:         Qatar (1%)   UAE (4%)   Kuwait (8%)    Oman (6%)

Do other motorists use their indicators?
Almost every time: Qatar (13%) UAE (15%) Kuwait (9%) Oman (13%)
Almost never:         Qatar (5%)   UAE (7%)   Kuwait (11%)    Oman (6%)

Does using indicators increase road safety?
Yes: Qatar (91%) UAE (90%) Kuwait (89%) Oman (93%)
No:  Qatar (9%) UAE (10%) Kuwait (11%) Oman (7%)

What are the reasons you do not use indicators?
The traffic around me demands my full attention, so I cannot think of 
using the indicator
Qatar (27%) UAE (22%) Kuwait (30%) Oman (16%)
Using indicators is a sign of inexperience or weakness
Qatar (24%) UAE (21%) Kuwait (15%) Oman (20%)
I do not indicate out of habit
Qatar (25%) UAE (24%) Kuwait (23%) Oman (30%)
I do not think it is important or understand why to indicate.
Qatar (14%) UAE (23%) Kuwait (24%) Oman (25%)
I have no hand free to use the indicator (for example because of using my 
mobile phone)
Qatar (10%) UAE (10%) Kuwait (8%) Oman (9%)

The British School of Kuwait (BSK) recently 
celebrated its 38th anniversary with 

parents and dignitaries at the Futouh Ballroom, 
Regency Hotel.  

H.E. Sheikh Mubarak Fahad Al Salem Al 
Sabah and Her Majesty’s Ambassador of the 
United Kingdom H.E. Matthew Lodge were the 
guest speakers. The VIP guests officiated at the 
Year 11, 12 and 13 Graduation and also presented 
the prestigious Council of International School’s 
Award (CIS) to Senior Prefect Leena Albader and 
the Founder’s Medal of Honour to Deputy Head 
Girl Alorika Chakravorty. 

The ambassadors of Germany, United Kingdom, 
Brazil, Russia, Iraq and Egypt presented language 

awards. The Ambassador of Palestine presented 
certificates to the BSK Model United Nations 
delegation which won the recent Kuwait Model 
United Nations Conference, and the Australian 
Ambassador presented the Debating Award 
to Saad Zahoor (Year 12) and the Ambassador 
of the Netherlands extended the Creative Arts 
Award to Alexander White (Year 12). 

BSK Principal, Paul Shropshire, briefed the 
audience on the recent Inspection Report for 
re-accreditation as a British School Overseas, 
stating that BSK has received the highest 
possible judgement on a school and has been 
designated ‘a very special school’ by the lead 
inspector. 

BSK holds Festival of Achievement and Graduation 2016



10
24 - 30 April, 2016         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comLOCAL

For publication of your announcements, upcoming activities or 
local events please email us at editor@timeskuwait.com
To publish images kindly send pictures in high resolution.

25  APRIL

Figure Sculpting Workshop
A visual therapy figure sculpting 
workshop with artist Abdallah Nabelse 
will be held on 25 and 27 April at the 
Waves Center, from 4pm to 7pm. The two 
day workshop will introduce participants 
to basic sculpting techniques and 
tools, allowing them to create a simple 
figure sculpture using clay. Anatomy, 
proportions, and composition will also 
be studied. All work materials will be 
supplied. The fee for the workshop is 
KD65. For more information and to 
register: Email, visualtherapyonlin@
gmail.com. 

28  APRIL

Japanese movie night
‘Fireworks from the Heart’, a heart-
touching movie will be played at the 
Yarmouk Cultural Center (DAI), Yarmouk 

NYF offers free yoga classes
Free yoga, breathing, meditation 
and reiki classes will be held by an 
experienced female yoga teacher 
for all age groups. Classes are 
assigned on the basis of different 
health problems, stress and other 
problems by different techniques. 
For more information: Call, 
99315825.

n n n n n n n n n n

Free drum classes
For those interested in drums, free 
drum music classes are being held 
in Salmiya for all age groups, from 
beginners to advanced by a well-
experienced drum teacher. For 
more information: Call, 94974295

Block 3, Street 3, at 7pm. The movie 
narrates the sad tale of a girl who is 
suffering from leukemia and is also trying 
to find hope for her estranged brother.  
The movie will be in Japanese along with 
Arabic subtitles. It is open to audience of 
all age groups.

n n n n n n n n n n

What makes Kuwait giggle
The IMPROVengers will be hosting 
a night of gigglicious comedy at the 
Crowne Plaza Auditorium, Farwaniya, 
from 7:30pm. The event will include 
Improv games, original sketches, and 
stand up. Tickets are available at KD7.5 
from online Box Office. To confirm your 
tickets, check out with KNET or a credit 
card. For more information and to book 
your tickets: Visit http://SIKtkts.com or 
http://StagedinKuwait.com/book-now/. 

n n n n n n n n n n

Gulf Jazz Festival
Artists from the Netherlands – Mike del 
Ferro Trio with singer Lucette Snellenburg 
will be presenting a selection of popular 
as well as original compositions at the 
Gulf Jazz Festival, Hilton Resort Kuwait 
at 8pm. The concert is being held 
under patronage of the Embassy of the 
Kingdom of Netherlands. Tickets for 
concert and BBQ dinner is priced at KD20 
and will be available later on. For more 
information: Email, cracoviamusic@
hotmail.com.

29  APRIL

ShutterXpose 
photography workshop
One of Kuwait’s premier expat 
photography groups, ShutterXpose will 
be holding a workshop on photography 
at Hotel IBIS, Salmiya, from 1:30pm 
to 6:30pm. The workshop will help 
understand the basics of camera 
operation and other related topics. 
The fee for this workshop is KD20 
which is inclusive of light snacks and 
refreshments. For registration: visit, 
h t t p : // w w w . s h u t t e r x p o s e . c o m /
photography-101-workshop and for 
payment, www.gotapnow.com/mobile/
shutterxpose.

29  APRIL

Vertical marathon
Peak of Al Hamra, a unique race to test 
pain tolerance in participants will be 
held at the Al HamraTower, starting 

9pm. To win, the participants will have 
to complete the race in the shortest 
time by climbing stairs up to the 60th 
floor which is almost 2000 steps. Both 
male and female participants between 
the age groups of 16 to 55 can take part. 
For more information and registration: 
Visit www.events.pro-vision.com/event/
detail/35.

06  MAY

Roald Dahl’s 
Matilda – The musical
The British Academy of International 
Arts (BAIA) will be holding a musical 
performance of the beloved children’s 
tale by Roald Dahl on 6 and 7 May, 
from 2:30pm to 6:30pm. The event will 
feature diverse and talented actors, and 
incorporate several artistic disciplines 
– including acting, dance, and song. For 
more information: Visit, www.baia.edu.
kw or call, 50962809.

13  MAY

The Urban City Tour
Vibrant Inc. will be holding the Urban 
City tour at the Kuwait Stadium in 
Kaifan. Enjoy two hours of laughter and 
excitement with Marlon Wayans and 
Tony Woods. For more information and 
to get your tickets: Visit, eventat.com or 
vibrantinco.com or call, 65871770.

Kalyan Jewellers, one of the most 
trusted and leading jewelry 

brands in the region, held the third 
draw of their ‘Win 100 Grams of Gold 
Everyday’ campaign, on 21 April at 
their Al Rai branch. The third draw 
saw 7 lucky winners each winning 100 
grams gold during 14-20 April.

The ongoing ‘Win 100 grams of Gold 
Everyday’ campaign, which is running 
from 27 March to 10 May, is the first of 
its kind in the country and has drawn 
enthusiastic response from shoppers. 

With the launch of this innovative 
promotion, Kalyan Jewellers is looking 
to further expand their already well-
established customer base in Kuwait.

During the campaign period, 
shoppers can buy gold jewelry worth 
KD50 from any Kalyan Jewellers outlet 
in Kuwait and receive a coupon to 
enter the daily lucky draw for 100 
grams gold. Also, customers who buy 
diamond jewelry worth KD50 get two 
coupons and double their chances of 
winning in the daily raffle draw.

Kalyan Jewellers announces third-round
of winners in their ongoing campaign



11
The Times Kuwait         24 - 30 April, 2016
www.timeskuwait.com LOCAL

Staff Report

Music for Peace, a beautiful 
musical tribute for the 
benefit of the Indian armed 

forces left audiences mesmerized with 
its soulful sounds and deep reaching 
message. The Indian Embassy auditorium 
was packed with an audience that 
graciously attended not only to enjoy 

the music but also to support a noble 
cause. The eclectic crowd comprised of 
dignitaries such as the Ambassadors 
of India and Malta alongside a number 
of high ranking individuals from the 
business and professional fields in 
Kuwait.

In a heartfelt address at the 
beginning of the concert, member of 
the organizing committee, Ravi Kohli 
said “We feel proud of our defense 
personnel, the Army, Navy and the Air 
Force, who sacrifice their lives to protect 

us, our property and our peace of mind. 
They face all the hardships and mostly 
stay at our borders areas, at times in 
extreme conditions, just to preserve our 
country’s sovereignty and protect the 
citizens. It’s our duty to try and help the 
families of those who sacrificed their 
lives in the endeavor to help us.”

Following his address, H E Sunil 
Jain, the Indian Ambassador to Kuwait 

also gave a speech during which he 
appreciated the efforts of the organizing 
committee including Andrew Thomas, 
Vijay Kapur, Rajul Batra, Rajpal Tyagi, 
E.D. Titus, Reaven D’Souza, Shiamak 
Soonawalla, Shabbir Qamar, Sunil 
Menon, Avinash Manan, Ashfaque Khan, 
Minoo Patel and Digant Kapoor. 

The artists for the evening – Sonam 
Kalra & the Sufi Gospel Project kept 
the audience enthralled with their 
collection of beautiful songs made up 
of Sufi poems and gospel music amidst a 

fusion of international melodies like Jazz 
and Irish with a smattering of Punjabi 
and Persian lyrics. Khusrau blended with 
Amazing Grace as Kabir shared the stage 
with Abide with Me and Bulleh Shah’s 
voice was heard within a mix of English 
and Gaelic texts.

Accompanying vocalist, Ahsan 
Ali also playing a two hundred year 
old sarangi, Tarit Pal on the cajone 
and drums, Manish Sahariya on the 
keyboard, Brennon Denfer on the guitar 
and Amaan Ali Khan on the drums were 
the perfect combination to musically 
back up Sonam’s beautiful voice and 
heartwarming interludes.

Formally trained in Indian classical 
music under Shubha Mudgal and 
Sarathi Chatterji, Sonam has also 
studied various genres of Western music 
including Gospel, Jazz and Opera under 

Hur Chul Yung and Ashley Clement.
She has been recognized 

internationally and is a popular choice 
at prestigious music festivals around 
the world. Having shared the stage 
with legendary musicians such as Sir 
Bob Geldof, and Abida Parveen, Sonam 
has also performed at the Indo African 
Summit for the Indian Prime Minister, 
President of India and 52 heads of 
African states.

The Sufi Gospel Project, conceived 
by Sonam Kalra comprises by chance, of 
a group of mixed faith musicians each 
excelling in his own arena. Their unique 
style blends the many voices of faith, 
through poetry, prayer and music to 
create one universal voice of faith.

They have performed at renowned 
platforms such as Tina Brown's Women 
in the World Summit, the Coke Studio, 

the World Sufi Peace festival at the 
Pyramids and at the International Faiz 
Festival for peace in Pakistan.  

At the Music for Peace concert, 
her rendition of the patriotic Ae Mere 
Pyaare Watan left the audience in tears. 
She ended her selection with a powerful 
presentation of her song Bol based on 
Faiz Ahmed Faiz’s poetry, urging each 
and every one of us to speak up to 
make a difference in this world. A rough 
translation reads - 'Speak, for your lips 
are free. Speak, for your tongue is still 
yours, your body is still yours and your 
life is still yours.'

The evening ended with the group 
singing the Indian National anthem and 
Nita Bhatkar Chogle, the anchorperson 
for the evening thanked everyone 
present for their overwhelming support 
in making the event a success.

Music for Peace concert 
mesmerises audiences with
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The Kuwait Textile Arts 
Association (KTAA), under the 

auspices of Beit Al Sadu (Sadu House), 
held an Indian pageant on 19 April. The 
event was attended by Sheikha Altaf 
Salem Al Ali Al Sabah, patron of Sadu 
House, along with a large gathering of 
supporters and well-wishers of KTAA. 

The show, labeled ‘Indian Extrava-
ganza: Sari – the Cloth that Unites 
India’ was presented by well-known 
print media and radio broadcaster 
Chaitali Banerjee Roy. The informative 
presentation covered the history, di-
versity and enduring appeal of the In-
dian sari. While exploring the versatil-
ity of the sari, the presenter touched 
on the diverse ways it is draped, the 
varied textures of the fabric and its 

cultural significance to different re-
gions of India, as well as its popularity 
throughout the subcontinent.

The event also witnessed the 
launch of book titled ‘Women of 
Kuwait: Turning Tides’ authored by Ms. 
Roy. The book, which outlines the lives 
of well-known Kuwaiti women who 
were pioneers in their respective fields, 
helps dispel the stereotype of Muslim 
women as being trapped in their 
homes and confined to  traditional 
female roles. 

Adding color and vibrancy to the 
evening’s event was a welcome dance 
by the Srishti Dance Academy and a 
fashion catwalk by the teachers and 
students of Fahaheel Al Watanieh 
Indian Private School (FAIPS – DPS).

KTAA holds show
highlighting Indian sari

Shaped by nearly 60 years of 
heritage and stripped to the 

essential elements of a pure riding 
machine, the new Harley-Davidson 
Roadster motorcycle is at home in 
urban landscapes and on twisting 
roads and makes a bold visual 
statement even when standing still.

The new Roadster model 
delivers modern performance with 
a combination of new wheels and 
tires mated to premium suspension 
components and an air-cooled 
1200cc V-Twin engine that delivers 
a strong pulse of mid-range torque. 
The 19-inch front and 18-inch rear 
Offset-Split 5-Spoke cast aluminum 
wheels were designed specifically 

for the Roadster and contribute to 
its balanced, athletic stance.

The Harley-Davidson Roadster 
model will be offered in four color 
choices: Vivid Black with a charcoal 

denim pinstripe; Black Denim with 
a red pinstripe; Velocity Red Sunglo 
with a red pinstripe; and two-tone 
Billet Silver/Vivid Black with a 
burgundy pinstripe.

Harley-Davidson Roadster opens
a new chapter in sportster story

Under the aegis of the 
American Society of Safety 

Engineers (ASSE) Kuwait Chapter’s 
‘Community Outreach Program’, 
sixty students, accompanied 
by two teachers of Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan (IES) proved their 
social commitment by joining in 
a beach clean-up campaign in 

Mahboula beach on 16 April. The 
campaign aimed at educating the 
students regarding health, safety 
and environment for a better 
tomorrow.

After registration, the 
organizers provided safety gears, 
T-shirts and caps to the students, 
followed by a briefing on safety 

tips and the value of community 
service. 

Students also got a chance to 
learn more about team work and 
the importance of cleanliness. The 
program, supported by Ahmadi 
Governorate and corporates was 
yet another learning platform for 
the students.

In a bid to encourage and educate 
hotel guests, corporate partners 

and colleagues to become more 
responsible towards the Earth, Al 
Manshar Rotana Kuwait organized 
a ‘Planting is Giving’ activity on 22 
April to mark Earth Day.  During the 
initiative, participants were provided 
with bougainvillea saplings to plant 

while the hotel general manager, Imad 
Zaboura explained the importance 
of planting and how it helps to give 
back to the Earth. Over the years, Al 
Manshar Rotana has adopted many 
environmental friendly measures 
to help reduce carbon footprints, 
become more energy efficient and 
being committed to biodiversity. 

Bhavanites participate in 
beach clean-up driveAl Manshar Rotana Kuwait

launches ‘Planting is Giving’ activity

The Overseas Indian Facilitation 
Centre (OIFC), a PPP (Public Private 

Partnership) and the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII), has announced 
its ‘India Connect’ initiatives for a 
proactive and sustained engagement 
with Overseas Indians. The OIFC India 
Fellows Program is a key initiative of 
OIFC in partnership with the Indian 
School of Business (ISB). The program 
is offered to young Indians in the age 

group of 21-39 years at a fee of US$ 
5,000 and starts in July 2016. Last date 
to submit filled in applications Round 1 
is 31 May and Round 2 is 30 June 2016.

The program which has been tailor 
made for the Indian Diaspora, offers an 
opportunity to gain an understanding 
of rules and regulations vital for 
market entry into India. It provides a 
practical insight about doing business 
in India, engagement and networking 

chances with Indian businessmen, 
besides an insight into innovative and 
disruptive business models emerging 
in India. 

The yearlong program includes a 
12 days residential session in India. 
For more details about the scheme, 
please log on to www.isb.edu/eee/
indiafellows. All concerned are 
requested to participate in the above 
program.

Indian Embassy announces ‘India Connect’ initiatives
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In a historic achievement that 
could benefit Indian nursing 
professionals, the Government 

to Government (G2G) recruiting of 
Indian nurses to Kuwait has become 
a reality. 

The Ministry of Health (MoH) in 
Kuwait is reportedly preparing to 
directly recruit over 1,000 nurses 
from India through the Indian 
government’s E-migrate system. 
The decision to recruit directly 
on G2G basis was taken after a 
high-level delegation from Kuwait 
recently met with government 
officials of Kerala in the state capital 
Thiruvananthapuram.

As per the new plan, private 
recruitment contracting agencies 
will carry out the necessary 
preliminary work in Kuwait, on 
behalf of MoH and in coordination 
with NORKA and ODEPEC, the two 
organizations mandated by the 
Indian government to recruit nurses. 
Officials from MoH Kuwait will then 

conduct the required written tests 
and interviews with Indian nurses to 
select the most suitable candidates.

The high-level MoH delegation 
that visited Kerala included the 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
Legal Affairs at MoH Dr. Mahmoud 
Al-Abdulhadi and the Assistant 
Undersecretary for Medical Services 
Affairs, Dr Jamal Mansour Al-
Harbi. The Kuwaiti delegation held 
discussions with the Chief Minister 
of Kerala and the Minister for Non-
Resident Keralites, as well as with 
NORKA and ODEPEC officials. 

It is worth noting that in March 
2015, a high-level Indian delegation 
comprising Kerala’s Principal 
Secretary Labor, Tom Jose, NORKA 
Secretary Ms. Rani George, the 
CEO of NORKA, R.S. Kannan and 
Managing Director of ODEPEC 
Dr. G.L. Muralidharan had visited 
Kuwait and held fruitful discussions 
ministry of health officials.

It is hoped that with this 

remarkable G2G achievement, the 
human trafficking of Indian nursing 
professionals to the Middle-East by 
unscrupulous middle-men will come 
to an end. The Indian government 
has stipulated that the recruitment 
of nursing professionals should 

only be through the E-migrate 
System and has entrusted the 
task of recruiting to three state-
government recruitment agencies, 
namely NORKA, ODEPEC and the 
Tamil Nadu Overseas Manpower 
Corporation. 

The decision to this effect had 
come one year back, but there were 
widespread apprehension that the 
decision of the Indian External Affairs 
Ministry would be subverted by the 
strong Indian recruitment lobby. 

The entire credit for encouraging 
MoH officials in Kuwait to visit India 
and for helping implement the G2G 
process goes to H.E. Sunil Jain, the 
Indian Ambassador to Kuwait. It is 
indeed remarkable how his sincere 
and diligent efforts have finally 
paid off. 

When he first heard that agencies 
were charging as much as two 
million rupees for recruitment 
and placement of Indian nurses 
in Kuwait, the ambassador was 
shocked beyond words and promised 
to stop the shameless activity. 
From that moment he has worked 
tirelessly with a single-minded focus 
on finding a solution. The G2G is the 
result of that effort. We thank you, 
Your Excellency. 

G2G comes into force, illegal recruitment stopped 

Twenty14 Holdings, the 
hospitality investment arm 

of LuLu Group International, 
announced that their first property 
in Dubai, Steigenberger Hotel 
Business Bay, Dubai, has been 
awarded the ‘Leading New Hotel’ 
award at the inaugural Leaders in 
Hospitality Awards 2016.

Despite being open only since 
November 2015, the hotel is already 
making a huge impact on the UAE 

hospitality landscape. Priding 
itself on its impeccable efficiency 
and service, the hotel was voted 
head and shoulders above the 
competition, leading in its category 
on concept, service, facilities, F&B 
and diversity in offering.    

Commenting on the 
achievement, the Managing Director 
of Twenty14 Holdings, and owner 
of the property, Adeeb Ahamed 
said, “We are extremely proud and 
honored to have Steigenberger Hotel 
Business Bay, Dubai, recognized as 
the Leading New Hotel. This is a true    
pat on the back for the dedication 
and passion that the entire team 

has put forth in making the hotel a 
standout property in such a short 
span of time.”    

For his part, the CEO of 
Steigenberger Hotels AG, Puneet 
Chhatwal, added, “We have always 
strived to stand out from the crowd 
through our unique concepts, 
inspiring campaigns and exquisite 
standards of hospitality. We will 
continue to uphold our position as 
the destination of choice for our 

guests and this award 
inspires us to keep 
improving our services 
and ensuring that we 
offer an experience that 
is second to none.”   

The five-star 
Steigenberger Hotel 
Business Bay, Dubai 
overlooks the upcoming 
Dubai Canal and is 
located in the heart of 
the city at Business Bay, 
just a stone’s throw 
away from the iconic 
Burj    Khalifa- the 
world’s tallest building, 
the Dubai Mall and 
Downtown Dubai. 

The 365-room 
property, including 
28 suites designed for 
business and city leisure 
travellers, offers first-
class amenities and 
exceptional service. 

The hotel also offers great 
dining options including Bayside 
Restaurant & Terrace, Swim & Tonic 
Pool Bar and Das Café Lobby Café, 
along with the Steigenberger Spa 
and state-of-the-art health and 
fitness center.    

Twenty14 Holdings has invested 
over $650 million in assets across 
the Middle East, UK and India. The 
vast portfolio of properties under 
Twenty14 Holdings are operated by 
leading luxury hotel management 
companies, including the 
Steigenberger Hotel Group, Marriott 
International and Starwood Hotels 
& Resorts.

Twenty14 Holdings-owned
Dubai property wins 

Leading New Hotel award
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Friends of CRY Club, Kuwait (FOCC) 
conducted the 19th ‘ABK CRYcket 

2016’ tournament at the Al-Sahel 
Sports Club on 8 April. 

‘CRYcket’ is an annual softball 
cricket tournament, for children under 
12 and 14, played in 7-over match 
format in a single day. 

The Under-14 trophy was bagged by 
‘CCC Seniors’, and ‘Pace XI Seniors’ took 
the runners-up place. In the Under-12 
Category, ‘CCC Juniors’ clinched the 
winner’s trophy and the ‘DPS Siachin 
Warriors’ came in second place. Toys, 
books and other interesting items 

donated were available in ‘Buy for Cry’ 
stall at amazing bargain prices while 
the Raffle draw offered nine prizes to 
be won. 

Balwant Bains and Shankar Dahima 
from Ahli Bank of Kuwait,  Mohammed 
Osama Owais from DNV-GL and 
Hassan Merchant from Hussein & 
Qaisar Int. graced the occasion as 
Chief Guests and presented the 
trophies, medals and certificates from 
CRY India to the winning teams and 
participating children. 

The FOCC’s Souvenir was also 
released which included a message 

from CRY Global Operations Head 
Susan Varghese, who also gave a brief 
on the FOCC supported project ‘Manav 
Ashrita Sansthan (MAS)’ in India. 

The participating teams in the 
Under-12 Category were 664 Hitter’s, 
Cricket Coaching Club (CCC) Juniors, 
DPS Siachin Warriors, Pace-XI Juniors 
and Young Stars Cricket Academy. In 
the Pool A, after the league matches, 
all the three teams remained tied 
with a win each, but CCC Juniors and 
DPS Siachin Warriors secured their 
place in the semifinals on the basis 
of net run rate. From Pool B, Young 

Star Cricket and 664 Hitters entered 
the semifinals. After the finals, ‘CCC 
Juniors’ clinched the winner’s trophy 
and the ‘DPS Siachin Warriors’ came 
in second place.

Teams in the Under-14 Category 
were All Children Cricket Academy, 
Cricket Coaching Club (CCC) Seniors, 
DPS Indus Frontiers, Jabriya Giants, 
MACE Tigers, MG Kids Cricket 
Coaching and PACE-XI Seniors. After 
starting the matches early in the 
morning, from Pool A ‘Pace XI Seniors’ 
and ‘ACC Academy’ made it to the 
semifinals, whereas from Pool B the 

‘Cricket Coaching Club (CCC) Seniors’ 
and ‘DPS Indus Frontiers’ qualified. 
The semifinal between CCC Seniors 
and ‘Pace XI Seniors’ remained tied 
requiring a super over for finding the 
finalist. In the final the ‘CCC Seniors’ 
were victorious and ‘Pace XI Seniors’ 
took the runners-up place. 

The best player awards went to 
Meet Bhavsar (CCC Juniors) in the 
U12 category and Ajith Suresh (CCC 
Seniors) in the U-14 category. The 
special Trophy for the youngest player 
was awarded to Shourya P. Sharma of 
Young Star Cricket Academy.

FOCC awards winners of ‘ABK CRYcket 2016’ 

Bursting with more power, refined 
design and increased efficiency, 

the new Porsche 911 range has arrived 
at Porsche Centre Kuwait, Behbehani 
Motors Company showcasing cutting-
edge technological advancements 
in what is the most highly evolved 
911 to date. On the exterior, the new 
911 impresses with an evolutionary 
yet further sharpened design, while 
inside it features the new Porsche 
Communication Management 

(PCM) system delivering improved 
connectivity and controls.

The Carrera and Targa models 
feature a completely new engine 
generation with bi-turbo charging, 
which set the benchmark in terms of 
performance, driving pleasure and 
efficiency. 

The new Porsche 911 is now available 
for order at Porsche Centre Kuwait. The 
retail price for the standard 911 Carrera 
base model starts at KD 29,000.

Porsche Centre Kuwait celebrates arrival of the new 

        Porsche 911

By Christina Pinto
Staff Writer

Doha Bank organized a knowledge-
sharing seminar titled ‘Changing 

Dynamics and Market Opportunities’ 
in Kuwait on 19 April. Ambassadors, 
dignitaries, business people and media 
personnel were among the attendees 
at the seminar.

 Doha Bank CEO Dr. R. 
Seetharaman, Secretary General of 
the Kuwait Banking Association (KBA) 
Dr. Hamad Al Hasawi, City Group 
Company CFO Aninda Banerji and 

Executive Director of Al Zahem & 
Malhotra General Trading Company 
Lokesh Malhotra were among the 
speakers at the event. 

Dr. Seetharaman started the 
session with an insight on global 
economies and market opportunities 
in Kuwait. Speaking about some of 
the challenges and improvements 
associated with development in 
Kuwait, Dr. Al Hasawi elaborated on 
the fiscal reforms and on improving 
state financial management.  

For his part, Mr. Banerji spoke about 
the impacts that changing dynamics 

in the country was having on industry 
and its impact on their functioning. 

While Mr. Malhotra pointed to how 
Kuwait could turn the current low 

oil price scenario to its benefit. He 
said it would allow the government 
to introduce various economic 
reforms, including introducing 
taxes and addressing subsidies. He 
was particularly optimistic about 
new opportunities available as the 
finance and business sector in Kuwait 
undergoes a transformation.  

The seminar ended on a high note 
with everyone more informed on 
the changing market environment in 
Kuwait and the positive aspects that 
could be derived from this business 
climate. 

Doha Bank holds knowledge-sharing seminar
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The Embassy of Albania in 
cooperation with the National 

Council for Culture, Arts and Letters 
(NCCAL) and the Albanian National 
Theatre of Opera and Ballet, 
organized a concert on 18 April at the 
Abdulhussain Abdulredha Theater in 
Salmiya. 

The Director of Albanian National 
Theater of Opera and Ballet Ilir Kerni, 
a well-known figure on international 
theater and the Secretary General 
of NCCAL Dr. Ali Al Yohua were the 
special guests on the occasion. Also 
in attendance were the Albanian 
Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Kujtim 
Morina, members of the diplomatic 
corps and specially invited dignitaries. 

The concert, which featured the 
highly acclaimed Albanian National 

Ensemble of Folk Songs and Dances, 
builds on the agreement for mutual 
cooperation between Albania and 
Kuwait in the fields of arts and culture 

and was organized as part of Kuwait 
being named as Capital of Islamic 
Culture for 2016.

Since its establishment in 1957, the 

Albanian National Ensemble of Folk 
Songs and Dances has been credited 
with many successful international 
performances. The talented troupe is 

renowned for staging performances 
that highlight the rich and varied 
musical, instrumental and dance 
traditions of Albania.

Albanian troupe holds colorful folk-art performance

Indian Muslim Association (IMA), in coordination with 
Indian Doctors Forum, Kuwait Heart Foundation 

and Kuwait Diabetes Society organized a free medical 
screening camp for labor class employees on 15 April, at 
India International School, Mangaf. 

More than 20 Indian doctors of various specializations 
examined the patients while around 20 skilled nurses 
from Indian Nurses Federation and other para-medical 
staff assisted the doctors in the process of preliminary 
check-ups. ECG, BMI, blood sugar, blood pressure tests 
were arranged for the public in addition to the blood 
cholesterol test done by Kuwait Heart Foundation. 
Ultrasonic Scanning facilities were arranged with the 
assistance of Ashraf & Co and Marina Optics that 
provided optometrist support. 

Chief guests, Engineer Abdul Lateef Al Munaifee from 

Social Reforms Society and Shaikh Abdul Mannan from 
Masjid Kabir, visited each counter to show appreciation 
for the efforts of the doctors, nurses and volunteers.

IMA conducts free Medical Camp

Lufthansa German Airlines 
continually raises the bar in 

offering passengers comfort and 
convenience as it carries on being a 
reliable partner connecting Kuwait 
with Germany and beyond.  Both 
business and leisure travellers from 
Kuwait can reach over 200 destinations 
in 80 countries via Lufthansa’s hub in 
Frankfurt. 

Passengers can avail of special 
fares available for as low as KD320 
in Premium Economy and KD655 in 
Business Class. From now until April 
20, 2016, passengers can conveniently 
purchase their tickets via www.lh.com 
and valid for travel until 20 June, 2016. 

Lufthansa’s new Lufthansa 
Premium Economy offers around one-
and-a-half times more room than 

Economy Class to passengers as well as 
upgraded services including two pieces 
of baggage of 23kgs each, enhanced 
inflight services and other benefits. 
Premium Economy passengers can also 
access the Lufthansa Business Lounges 
prior to departure for a minimal fee of 
25 euros.

Lufthansa flies daily between 
Kuwait City and Frankfurt. In 
Frankfurt, passengers find easy and 
seamless connections to the airline’s 
choice of flights to destinations 
around the world.  

Perfect connection timings to 
European destinations are also 
favorable for passengers from Kuwait 
especially to London, Paris, Milan, 
Vienna, Geneva, Zurich, Hamburg, 
Munich, Manchester to name a few.

Lufthansa offers more 
convenience to passengers



16
24 - 30 April, 2016         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.com

Bahrain says it expects to save 
over $1.5 billion per year by 

2019 as a result of cuts in subsidies 
and realigning financial priorities. 
This was disclosed by the country’s 
Finance Minister Dr. Abdulhussain 
Mirza, in answer to queries in 
Parliament regarding the efficacy 
of recent slashes to subsidies. The 
minister revealed that Bahrain 
would have been given a ‘junk bond’ 
status by international credit rating 
agencies if the cost-cutting measures 
were not put in place. He added, 
“We have a long-term strategy and 
vision towards maintaining financial 
stability and lifting subsidies has put 
us in a safe position.”

“Credit rating agencies are 
putting Bahrain under huge pressure 

to reduce spending or else we 
risk losing more in our borrowing 
accreditation. We have slipped in 
the ratings and are now the lowest 
in the GCC,” warned the minister.

Early this year, Bahrain slashed 
meat and fuel subsidies and plans 
to scrap power and water subsidies 
for expats and big businesses are 
underway. There have also been 
calls in Parliament for the country 
to end free education for expatriate 
students.  Bahrain’s Minister of 
Education Dr. Majid Al Nuaimi was 
quoted as saying that each student 
annually costs the state around 
$7,900.

Parliamentarians noted that 
other Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries impose fees on 

students from outside the country 
who study in public schools. They 
said the savings could be reinvested 
in developing the education sector 
and on improving school projects.

Meanwhile, Fitch’s rating agency 
said Bahrain’s total revenues will 
fall to 17 percent of GDP in 2015 
and 2016, from 24 percent of GDP in 
2014. Bahrain confirmed last month 
that its deficit for this year and next 
year could rise by up to two-thirds 
to reach $13.2 billion. Despite these 
challenges to the budget and going 
against the recommendations 
of the government’s Services 
Committee, the Parliament in 
March passed a seven percent 
increase in the pension level of 
state employees. 

REGIONAL
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control that further intensifies 
the pressure already coming from 
governments. The 2016 World Press 
Freedom Index reveals an across 
the board decline in all indicators of 
media freedom. This is especially the 
case for infrastructure, which fell 
16 percent from 2013 to 2016, with 
authorities cracking down on media 
outlets they dislike by targeting their 
premises, including printing presses 
and broadcast equipment.

Legislative framework also 
registered an equally marked decline. 
Many laws have been adopted 
penalizing journalists on such 
charges as ‘insulting the head of 
state’, ‘blasphemy’ or ‘supporting 
terrorism’. As a result of this alarming 
situation, there has been a growing 
trend towards self-censorship with 
the ‘media environment and self-
censorship’ indicator falling by more 
than 10 percent from 2013 to 2016.

Another highlight in the Index is that 
this decline in overall media freedom 
is widespread, with scores on every 
continent showing a fall. The Americas 
have plunged 20.5 percent, mainly as a 
result of the impact of physical attacks 
and murders targeting journalists in 
Mexico and Central America. Europe 
and the Balkans declined 6.5 percent, 
primarily because of the growing 
influence of extremist movements 
and ultraconservative governments. 
Similarly, the already bad score in 
Central Asia/Eastern Europe region 
deteriorated further by 5 percent as 
a result of the increasingly glacial 
environment for media freedom 
and free speech in countries with 
authoritarian regimes.

Three north European countries 
top the rankings in press freedom for 
2016. Finland came in first place, the 
country has retained this rank since 
2010; Netherlands came in 2nd (up 2 
places from 2015) and Norway came 
in third (down 1 place since last year). 

The countries that fell by the most 
places since 2015 were: Poland, which 
dropped to 47th (down 29), Tajikistan, 
which plunged to 150th place (down 
34) and the Sultanate of Brunei in155th 
position (down 34). At the bottom of 
the rankings were the same trio that 
occupied those positions last year, 
namely, Turkmenistan (178th), North 
Korea (179th) and Eritrea (180th).

Underlining the importance of 
guaranteeing the public’s right to 

independent and reliable news and 
information, RSF says that this is 
essential if humankind’s problems, 
both local and global, are to be 
solved effectively. Sadly, the index 
reiterates the fact that independent 
journalism continues to be fettered 
by a growing clampdown from ever 
more authoritarian and oppressive 
governments. Meanwhile, the 
integrity of journalists has also come 
in for scrutiny, with many privately-

owned media often shaping reports 
to promote their personal interests. 

Though the Index is not an indicator 
of the quality of the journalism in each 
country, its influence over the media, 
governments and international 
organizations is growing. In its 
conclusion to this year’s index, 
RSF warns that if journalism is to 
remain relevant and independent 
then it needs to be defended against 
clampdowns by authorities, as well 
as from the increase in propaganda 
and mad-to-order media content 
sponsored by vested interests.

Published by RSF annually since 
2002, the World Press Freedom 
Index is an important advocacy 
tool that measures the level of 
freedom available to journalists in 
180 countries. The measurements 
are based on the following criteria: 
pluralism, media independence, media 
environment and self-censorship, 
legislative environment, transparency, 
infrastructure, and abuses. 

Disturbing drop in world press freedom

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest oil exporter, is 
looking to secure a $10 
billion loan from banks to 
plug its record budget deficit 
caused by low oil prices. 

Earlier it was reported that the 
Kingdom was seeking to raise 

only between $6 billion and $8 billion 
through a five-year loan, however, in 
its first foreign borrowing in more 
than a decade, the Saudi Ministry of 
Finance decided to increase the loan 
amount after demand increased 
significantly. The loan agreement is 
expected to be signed by end of April.

Sources closely associated with 

the Finance Ministry and the Saudi 
Arabian Central Bank revealed that 
lenders involved a consortium of US, 
European and Japanese banks and 
that the pricing for the loans would be 
around 120 basis points (BPS) above 
the London interbank offered rate.

Meanwhile, the sustained low 
international oil price scenario, which 
has led to falling state revenues and 
budget deficits, has obligated the 
government to consider introducing a 
host of measures to increase revenue 
and prepare the kingdom for an era 
when oil income is no longer sufficient 
to sustain the country’s economy.

In this regard, a new initiative by 
Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, titled, ‘Vision for the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’, gains 

added significance. The plan, which 
is expected to be launched shortly, 
includes developmental, economic 
and social programs. A major 
emphasis in this new vision will be 

a slew of economic reforms under 
the ‘National Transformation Plan’ 
(NTP). The NTP includes sales of state 
assets, tax increases, spending cuts, 
greater efficiency, realignment of how 

the kingdom manages its financial 
reserves and a bigger role in the 
economy for the private sector.

One of the main assets likely to be 
privatized is Aramco, the country’s 
biggest and one of the world’s largest 
oil companies.  The Crown Prince 
has said that given the high level 
of efficiency with which Aramco 
has been run, he would like to see 
the company transform from an oil 
and gas company, into an industrial 
and an energy company. He even 
suggested that it could enter into 
the construction industry as well, 
seeing how it had recently stepped 
in to manage the $30 billion Jazan 
Economic City after two former 
foreign contractors were fired by the 
government.

Saudi Arabia seeks billion-dollar bank loans to plug budget deficit

A fund to provide underprivileged 
youth in the region with 

education grants was launched last 
week by UAE businessman and multi-
billionaire Abdul Aziz al-Ghurair. 

The Abdulla al-Ghurair Foundation 
for Education, the largest education 
fund in the Arab world, will provide 
more than $1 billion in scholarships 
to 15,000 students in the Middle-East 

over the next ten years. Students who 
qualify for entrance to the region’s top 
universities and are in need of financial 
assistance will be eligible to apply for 
the scholarships. 

Speaking at the launch ceremony, 
the Fund Chairman Abdul Aziz al-
Ghurair called on youth to work hard 
and set their sights high in order to 
lead their country and the region to 
a brighter future. He reiterated that 
the Abdulla al-Ghurair Foundation 
for Education will enable every bright 
young Arab, who may have otherwise 
not been able to afford a high quality 

education, to be able to pursue it.
The business tycoon said: 

“Improving the quality of education 
and equipping our youth with the skills 
to succeed in the 21st century is key to 
reducing unemployment — which is 
one of the Arab world’s most pressing 
challenges — and to building peace and 
prosperity in our region.”  He added 
that providing education to deserving, 
financially challenged students will 
also help tackle growing inequality, 
as it would enable youth from low-
income families to fulfill their potential 
and help communities thrive.

He urged wealthy Arab families and 
businesses to fund more philanthropic 
activities so that it helps the less 
privileged and assists the region to 
diversify its economy.  “We have to 
institutionalize philanthropy so that it 
is not a one-time contribution and will 
become part of the way we support 
charities and our economy,” he said.

It is worth noting that Abdulla 
Ahmad al-Ghurair, father of Abdul 
Aziz and founder of the Al-Ghurair 
business empire, had earlier pledged 
one-third of his company’s assets 
in perpetuity to establish a regional 
education foundation. The family 
owns Al-Mashreq Bank, the largest 
lender and oldest commercial bank in 
the UAE and has established several 
schools in the emirates.

UAE business leader
launches education fund

Subsidy cuts to help Bahrain save big by 2019
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Women make all sorts of 
mistakes, they furtively 

brow-raised, too-oft frowned, and 
skimped on sunscreen. The result 
is they now have etched lines and 
wrinkles across their forehead. 
There is much that can be done 
to camouflage the evidence! Here 
are some tips on how to get rid of 
forehead wrinkles.
Lines in the forehead itself are 
caused by the muscles that raise 
the eyebrow (in this case the 
‘frontalis’ muscle).  As women 
age and the skin is folded over on 
itself repeatedly, they can develop 
creases that are even there when 
the muscle is not twitching.  It is the 
same principle for the vertical lines 
between the eyes, but this is due to 
the ‘corrugator’ muscles. Here are 
some tips to fix it.
Primer: Illuminating primers can fill 
these lines, helping to camouflage 
by reflecting light away from 
them. Primer can also be your 
best friend, because it creates a 
base coat, helping to keep your 

foundation from settling into—and 
emphasizing—furrows. Apply a thin 
layer over your moisturizer 
before you apply 
foundation. 
A c u p u n c t u r e :  
After a series of 
10-12 treatments, 
twice a week for 
five weeks, you 
will notice fine 
lines diminishing, 
deep wrinkles softened, 
less sagging in the skin, less 
droopiness in eye lids and a more 
clear and radiant complexion.  
The treatment also smooths out 
lines and wrinkles by toning the 
facial muscles—like a facelift 
without surgery. No drugs, no 
creams, definitely no scalpels. This 
procedure uses needles strategically 
all over the body and face to 
help stimulate the production of 
collagen and elastin and plump up 
the skin, increase circulation and 
improve overall complexion.
Hairstyle change: Ask your colorist 

to add highlights around 
the eyes. It will brighten the 

color of your eyes and soften 
the appearance of wrinkles.  

Another good tip for forehead 
wrinkles is to ask your hair stylist to 
cut a choppy fringe. Not only will it 
hide wrinkles, but it will frame your 
face and soften your features for a 
fresh new look.
Exercise: Did you know that you can 
get rid of wrinkles by performing 
different type of headstand 
exercises? Headstands reduce 
wrinkles by increasing blood flow  
and circulation to the face and scalp. 
They also reduce facial fatigue by 
causing the muscles of the face to 
invert and relax. 
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Ankle bracelets are the perfect 
accessory for the season, 
especially when you are putting 

your summer look together. A simple, 
delicate piece will make your outfit 
feel complete, and channel the festival 
vibe of fun and excitement. Here are 
different kinds of ankle bracelets and 
how to wear them.  
Golden Anklets: This type of ankle 
bracelet is a number one luxury indicator, 
especially when they are decorated with 
precious stones, like diamonds or rubies. 
Golden anklets are usually designed as a 
single thin chain or a two-layered one so 
depending on your overall attire you can 
choose your style.  Layering is made easy 
with a set of three golden anklet chains, 
and if separated, can be worn together 
or one at a time. It is an inexpensive way 
to try out different looks. 
If you are an anklet enthusiast, make the 
splurge on luxe designs with colorful 
embellishments for they will look just 
amazing. 
Thick gold chain anklets go perfect with 
stylish ankle boots, especially if the 
ensemble is casual, but a dainty anklet 
would go with everything.
Silver Anklets:  These are more casual, 
with some touches of bohemian spirit 
to them and are suited for young ladies. 
They are in ideal harmony with high-
heeled or flat footwear, and there are a 
range of stylish pieces to trot around the 
city on a breezy summer evening. Anklet 
features real pearls and crystals are an 
easy way to up the glam factor in your 
outfit.
Beaded Anklets: You may run into both 
monochromatic and iridescent beaded 
ankle chains that are the must-have 
item for every girl who wants an edge in 
the style department. Make the festival 
look last all summer long with a set of 

rainbow beads to brighten up any outfit, 
and they are even better when paired 
with silver charms. Beaded chains can be 
matched with either sandals or beach-
worthy flip-flops. 
Anklets with Charms: These versions 
have become popular recently, and 
whether you prefer a charm of a name 
initial, or a heart charm or maybe a 
star one, your anklet will emphasize 
your individuality. A golden chain 
with dangling charms adds a swish of 
glimmer when you walk.

Trendy
anklets

Tips for wearing anklets

• Before purchasing an anklet 
chain, the first thing to consider 
is your own style, and how the 
anklet will fit into your clothing 
choices. Moreover, you should 
carefully judge your tastes 
before deciding on a design.

• Anklets should be shown off, 
so pick out an outfit where the 
ankle is clearly visible such as 
a mini skirt or mini dress, with 
casual shorts, or leggings or else 
with cuffed jeans.

• Some eccentric women think 
wearing anklets over their 
stockings or socks is suitable, 
but stick to bare ankles as this 
allows trendy anklets to stand 
out.

• If your feet are thin and tender, 
opt for thin metallic anklets or 
even thin plastic ones. For feet 
that are not so thin and you are 
aspiring to make them visually 
slimmer and more slender, then 
anklets with some medium-
sized trinkets will do nicely.

Get rid of 
deep 

forehead 
creases

Thinking of going lighter with your 
locks? Highlights for hair can 

bring out your bone structure and 
make hair shimmer in the sun, but 
go the wrong route and the look can 
make you look odd very quickly. 

There is no better way to change 
up your look than to add in some 
subtle color, especially now that 
summer is here. Here are some tips of 
highlights.
Frame the face: With highlights, 
placement is key; always place the 
brightest and fattest highlights 
around the frame of the face. 
Highlights should be darker and 

sparser at the root and lighter at 
the tips—think ombré but way more 
subtle.  The same way the sun would 
lighten hair naturally.
Have depth and dimension: 
Over highlighted hair that reads like 
one color is unsophisticated and flat 
looking. Highlights should vary in 
size and lightness and should accent 
your base color, not overpower it. 
Speaking of base color, make sure 
your highlights match your hair’s 
tone.  If you have a warm base, then 
you should have a warm highlight. 
If you have a cool base, then your 
highlights should be sandy or beige, 
and if it is a neutral base color then 

your highlights can be either warm or 
cool.

Although dimension is good, too 
much variation can look unnatural, 
never have more the three shades 
woven in your hair—a base, a highlight, 
and a low light.
Don’t go too light:  Don’t ever have 
your highlights match your skin tone; 
this will make you look boring. You 
always want contrast between your 
skin color and your hair color.  You 
don’t want too much of a contrast 
between your base color and your 
highlights, either. Don’t ever have 
your highlights more than three 
levels lighter than the base color, or 
they will look stripy.
Do care for your highlights: Your 
gorgeous, golden highlights are an 
investment, so treat them like you 
would any other prized possession. 
Here are some maintenance tips, 
start with using a moisturizing, 
low-sulfate, color-safe shampoo 
and conditioner and washing hair 
less often. A dry shampoo is your 
highlighted hair’s best friend, and 
also, don’t forget to prep hair before 
heat styling with a thermal protector.
You should also deep condition your 
hair once a week with coconut oil. 
To use, microwave a teaspoon of the 
oil for a few seconds and apply it to 
damp hair for 15 minutes, and then 
wash out.

Lastly, wear a hat or scarf and use 
UV protective products if you will be 
in the sun. The sun fades paint jobs on 
cars and the cushions on your patio 
furniture, and it does the same to your 
hair color. Similarly, salt water and 
chlorinated pool are also hazardous 
to your highlights. Before swimming, 
coat hair with a protective oil as a 
barrier for the hair. Rinse with fresh 
water once you are back on dry land.
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KwaZulu-Natal: A melting port of 
Indian, European and Zulu cultures 
the KwaZulu-Natal province is 
also known as the garden province 
due to its lush, green subtropical 
environment. A premier holiday 
destination, the KwaZulu-Natal 
offers a truly exciting African 
adventure spanning everything 
from the dramatic and imposing 
cliffs of the Drakensberg Mountain 
Range to the golden beaches of the 
coast. From its mountains, rolling 
hills and pristine beaches to world 
heritage sites, battlefields and a 
perennially warm climate, Kwazulu-
Natal welcomes the thousands of 
tourists who visit the province each 

year. The imposing mountain range 
of uKhahlamba- Drakensberg Park 
is celebrated for its San rock art 
as well as its beauty. More than 
30,000 symbolic paintings adorn 
the walls and overhangs of 500 
caves scattered throughout this 
exclusive and ancient landscape. 

South Africa is ranked sixth 
among the world’s seventeen 
mega diverse countries and 

is home to a variety of animal life, 
including many at the Kruger National 
Park, one of the largest game reserves 
in Africa. For cultural connoisseurs, 
some of the significant cultural 
attractions include the fossil-bearing 
caves forming part of the Cradle of 
Humankind in Gauteng, the ruins 
of the Kingdom of Mapungubwe in 
northern Limpopo and more. For 
those in love with adventure, there are 
a variety of activities such as hiking, 
mountaineering, scuba diving and 
much more, while for those desiring 
a commune with nature, there are 
plenty of options from landscape 
and game reserves, diverse cultural 
heritage, to beautiful and unspoilt 
beaches such as found in KwaZulu-
Natal, Eastern Cape and Western 
Cape provinces. 

Here we provide a summary of 
major tourism destinations and 
experiences in each of the nine 
provinces of South Africa

Western Cape: Boasting a fantastic 
climate and extraordinary scenic 
beauty, combined with some of the 
worlds’ greatest beaches, the Western 
Cape has a remarkably rich history, 
fabulous food and wonderful people. 
Some of the major attractions include 
the iconic Table Mountain, Cape Point 
at the tip of the African continent, 
the beautiful Kirsten bosch Gardens, 
District Six with the first masjid built 
in South Africa over 200 years ago 
and the infamous Robben Island that 
once housed former President Nelson 
Mandela. For Jazz lovers the annual 
Cape Town Jazz Festival is not to be 
missed.

Northern Cape: Home to Kimberly 
Mines, one of the world’s most 
important diamond mining towns, 
Northern Cape, the largest province 

of South Africa is also a land of wide 
open space, desert landscapes, wild 
flower blossoms and Africa’s big cats, 

including the famous black-mane 
lions. In August and September the 
stark landscape of Nama-kwaland, 
where the popular Richtersveld 
National Park is located, is transformed 
into a brilliant carpet of wild flowers 
consisting of wild daisies and other 
spring time flowers. The Kgalagadi 
Transfrontier Park, along the border 
with Botswana, is one of the largest 
nature conservation areas in southern 
Africa and at two million hectares in 
area is one of the largest protected 
natural ecosystems in the world.

Eastern Cape: Starting at the 
Tsitsikama National Park, the 
Eastern Cape extends all the way up 
the golden Sunshine Coast, which 
includes Jeffery’s Bay, St. Francis 
Bay and the Algoa Bay, continuing 
along the wild coast to Port Edward. 
The long expanses of sun-drenched 
beaches interrupted by rocky caves 
and secluded lagoons makes it a 
paradise for surfers, angler’s and 
holiday makers from all over the 
world. From village tourism to 
miles of white sandy beaches to the 
incredible, yet unforgiving terrain 
of the Baviaanskloof, the Eastern 
Cape is an adventure destination 
par excellence. The Addo Elephant 
National Park, with the densest 
elephant population in the world; the 
dramatic Wild Coast; and, of course, 
Mandela’s home at Qunu are among 
the attractions of the region. 

North West: Aptly called Platinum 
Province, the North West produces 
more platinum than any other single 
area in the world. Boasting two of 
South Africa’s major wildlife parks, 
the Pilanesberg National Park and the 
Madikwe game reserve, the province 
offers worlds of endless African 
Savannah, breath-taking wildlife 
scenery and an authentic African 
Bushveld experience. However, the 

province is not just about wilderness, 
lying in the bowl of an extinct 
volcanic crater is the country’s world 
renowned tourist attraction, Sun 
City Resort Complex, the continent’s 
answer to Las Vegas. The province 
is also home to the well-known 
Sterkfontein Cave Complex, a World 
Heritage site famously called the 
Cradle of Mankind for its ancient 
fossil finds.

Free State: Known as the granary of 
South Africa, the Free State province 
is an immense display of glassy 

savannahs and seemingly never-
ending fields of maize, sunflower 
and wheat, dotted with windmills 
and farmsteads. The Golden Gate 
National Park with its spectacular 
sandstone formations bring out the 
spectacular scenic beauty of the 
eastern highlands, while the King 
Rose Park with its more than 4000 
rose bushes gives the province’s 
capital, Bloemfontein, the moniker of 
City of Roses. Free State is also where 
one finds the Vredefort Dome, the 
oldest and largest meteorite impact 
site in the world formed more than 

two billion years ago when a giant 
meteorite hit Earth.

Limpopo: A landscape of dramatic 
contrasts, the Limpopo province is 
characterised by hot savannah plains 
and mist-clad mountains, age old 

indigenous forests, ancient mountain 
fortresses and contemporary 
infrastructure and modern day 

facilities. Limpopo houses a large 
number of game farms, private and 
provincial game reserves, adjoining the 
northern part of the renounced Kruger 
National Park at its eastern border. The 
province has become a sought-after 
tourist destination for its big game, 
exceptional birding, untamed bush 
landscapes and an ancient African 
kingdom, the centre of which was 
located at Mapungubwe National Park. 
Also located in the province are the 
Mapungubwe Hill, a World Heritage 
site and one of the world’s most 
important cultural and archaeological 
venues and the BelaBela with its hot 
mineral springs famed for their healing 
properties. 

Gauteng: Popularly known as 
the Place of Gold, the history of 
gold in South Africa spins around 
Gauteng province. Shantytowns 
developed during the Gold-Rush 
years transformed into some of 
Africa’s largest metropolitan cities; 
Johannesburg, the capital of the 
province; Soweto, the heart of the 
freedom struggle; Pretoria, the 
administrative capital of South 
Africa and the Vaal Triangle, an 
industrial heartland. Geographically 
the smallest province, Gauteng 
is an urban playground of large 
shopping malls, the gold reef theme 
park, hotels, casinos, and a vibrant 
cultural and entertainment scene. 
It is also South Africa’s fast-paced 
economic powerhouse. Meanwhile, 
in Soweto Township, Mandela House 
is a museum dedicated to civil rights 
leader Nelson Mandela and the 
struggle against Apartheid. 

Mpumalanga: The ‘place where 
the sun rises’ lies in the eastern part 
of South Africa and embraces the 
southern half of Kruger National 
Park, a huge nature reserve with 
abundant wildlife including the 
Big Five — lions, elephants, rhino, 
leopard and buffalo. The climate 
and topography varies from cool 
highland grasslands at 1600 
meters above sea level, through 
the middleveld, to the subtropical 

lowveld towards the famous Kruger 
National Park and many private 
game reserves. The province’s iconic 
Blyde River Canyon, a 26 km long 
gorge and among the world’s largest, 
is one of the natural wonders of 
Africa and is known as a green 
canyon because of its subtropical 
foliage. The province with its sheer 
splendour, its immense beauty and 
some of South African’s most diverse 
and vibrant cultures, has it all.

TRAVEL

The Rainbow Nation
South Africa’s natural and 
scenic beauty, good climate, 
abundant wildlife, diverse 
flora and fauna, stunning 
landscapes and fascinating 
history and culture are major 
tourist attractions that have 
grown globally to make this 
country an iconic, ‘must visit’ 
tourism destination and 
experience. Infused with a 
multicultural vibrancy that 
makes it welcoming to people 
from around the world, South 
Africa is also comparatively 
easy on the pocket and is an 
affordable tourist hot spot. 
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Built around late second to early third century AD to 
commemorate Roman victories in Parthia, the historic  

Arch of Triumph in Palmyra has been a silent sentinel to 
human development in Syria for nearly 2,000 years. Last year, 
terrorists labeled Daesh overran Palmyra and blew up the arch 
with dynamite. 

But now, with the aid of 3D technology, the Institute of 
Digital Archaeology in London has unveiled a two-thirds scale 
model of the Arch of Triumph carved from Egyptian marble.  

When Palmyra was attacked, the Institute reached out 
through its Million Images Database, which distributes 3D 
cameras to volunteers for the purposes of recording important 
artifacts, to get photographs of important monuments in the 
area. The Institute used the resulting 3D photographs of the 
arch to construct an accurate digital 3D model, which was used 
by a robotic arm to painstakingly carve the 5.5 meter arch. 

“These monuments represent the shared history of humanity 
and stand for a rich and complex past that unites all people,” 
said the Institute’s Director Roger Michael in a statement. 
“By rebuilding these structures, we rebuild not only our own 
national histories, but our connections to each other, as well.” 
The arch will travel to other cities around the world, and will 
be permanently installed at Palmyra next year, near where the 
original arch stood.

In his congratulatory message on the Institute’s website, 
Mohammed Abdullah Al Gergawi, UAE Minister of Cabinet 
Affairs and managing director of the Dubai Museum of the 
Future Foundation, said the reconstruction was a message to 
the Daesh: “What you destroy, we can create again. Our desire 
to live together, to work together for our humanity is a positive 
force that can rebuild everything you break. Ultimately, we are 
stronger because we build.”

3D Technology rebuilds
destroyed Palmyra monument

Goals, which rolled out on Google 
Calendar last week, is designed to 

help users achieve personal goals. 
Users can set a goal, such as 

exercising more often, and answer 
relevant question, such as the 
frequency and best time for their 
work out sessions, and Goals will sift 
through their schedules in Calendar 
and select the best time to allocate 
for the task. Users can choose to defer 
the task to another time, which Goals 
will find for them and the app will also 
remain around to motivate users to 

achieve their goals. Goals could be an 
interesting feature, especially if they 

allow developers to tap into it for other 
devices and applications, and since it 
uses artificial intelligence the app could 
get better at scheduling the more often 
it is used. 

However, Goals is only being rolled 
out incrementally and is currently not 
available to all users.

The purpose of Goals “is to help you 
spend more time on the things you care 
about, and so far we see compelling 
evidence that scheduling time on your 
calendar is the best way to do that,” 
said a Google representative.

Life-Coaching Goals in Google Calendar

The Department of Homeland 
Security in the US has issued 

a warning to remove Apple’s 
QuickTime for Windows because of 
two security flaws in the software 
that were raised by security firm 
Trend Micro. The department said 
that since Apple has ended support 

for QuickTime for Windows, there 
will be no patches for these flaws 
and computers running QuickTime 
are open to increased risk of 
malicious attack or data loss and 
remote attackers could take control 
of a victim’s computer system.  

Apple has not discontinued 
security updates for QuickTime on 

Apple computer systems. It is not 
clear why Apple made the decision to 
end Windows support. 

Experts say it was odd that Apple 
did not issue a public statement about 
ending its support for QuickTime for 
Windows and that the software was 
still available for download. Apple 
has only posted a link that instructs 
users how to remove QuickTime for 
Windows. 

QuickTime joins a growing list of 
software that is not supported any 
longer, including Microsoft Windows 
XP and Oracle Java 6, which means 
users of those operating systems 
increasingly will be vulnerable to 
attack. The warnings come amid 
a spate of recent reports about 
computer system vulnerabilities, 
including one issued just days ago 
about a vulnerability in Adobe’s Flash 
Player that could leave computers 
open to ransomware, which can lock 
up entire systems until an attacker is 
paid to release control.

While producing even one satellite 
in a day is unheard of, OneWeb 

Satellites is aiming to roll-out more than 
two per day. They will need to, if the 
900 satellites they plan to launch in the 
coming years to provide global internet 
coverage is to materialize.

A joint venture between OneWeb 
and Airbus Defense and Space, the 
production facility, which is to be 
located next to the NASA’s Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida, will initially 
produce a constellation of 648 satellites 
that could ultimately grow to 900 
satellites to provide internet coverage 
all over the planet. 

According to the International 
Telecommunication Union, due to 
challenges with the way internet is 
currently provided, 57 percent of the 
world still does not have reliable access 
to the World Wide Web.

OneWeb founder Greg Wyler 
is determined to place a satellite 
constellation in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) 
around Earth to provide universal 
internet coverage. The LEO constellation 
will also reduce latency issues (time it 
takes for data to travel to a satellite and 
back to the user) which are important 
for streaming or gaming applications. 

To do this successfully OneWeb will 
have to become the first company to 
mass-produce satellites using assembly-
line techniques similar to those used in 
aircraft production.

Wyler’s ambitious goal to bring low-
latency, broadband Internet to the entire 
world has required a number of historic 
partnerships and firsts for the space 
industry, including becoming the first to 
mass-produce satellites using assembly-
line techniques similar to those used in 
automobile and aircraft production.

Warning to remove Apple’s
QuickTime for Windows

Global internet
coverage with
mass-produced 
satellites

3D model of Palmyra's Arch of Triumph displayed 
at London's Trafalgar Square. (Inset) The original 

Arch of Triumph before its destruction.




