
In the decade and half since start 
of this century, there has been 

an unprecedented increase in the 
number of free trade agreements 
(FTA) signed bilaterally between 
countries and, increasingly, 
between economic blocs. In many 
cases these FTAs have contributed 
to increased trade and stronger 
political and security relations 
between the concerned parties.

The EU, the world’s largest 
trading bloc, the ASEAN, the 

seventh largest economy in the 
world, and the USAN in South 
America are all successful FTA 
blocs that have benefitted from 
their intra and inter-regional 
economic relations. The newly 
formed African Free Trade Union, 
that groups together 26 nations 
and accounts for nearly 60 percent 
of the continent’s GDP, and the 
recently signed Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP), between 

Continued on Page 14
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Salary reforms aim to standardize pay, reward performance

Stronger regional FTA to
 mitigate falling oil prices

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAITWith continuing lower oil prices 
putting pressure on Kuwait’s 
economy, the one thing that 

the year gone by has underscored is 
the urgent need for greater economic 
diversification and more reduction in 
government spending.

Despite government promises of 
cutting spending, costly subsidies 

in fuel, water and electricity remain 
and the State continues to pay for 
specialized medical treatment abroad 
for its citizens. Another significant 
drain on the country’s current account 
is the salaries and allowances, which 
account for around KD8 billion in 
Kuwait’s annual budget.

With oil prices looking increasingly 
unlikely to see a revival in 2016, the 

government is now determined to 
rationalize its public sector wages. 
To this end, the state is introducing 
a public wage reform initiative that 
is expected to standardize pay and 
control the wage bill. The reforms, 
dubbed the ‘strategic alternative’, 
which are awaiting approval from 
the National Assembly, would see 

restructuring of job classifications, 
standardizing of pay structure across 
the public sector and the introduction 
of an annual inflation adjustment, 
among other things.

The measures, if implemented in its 
original form, will give the government 
greater centralized control over wage 
growth and unify pay standards across 
the public sector. The initiative, which 

is expected to cost KD370 million in 
its first year of implementation, will 
go towards increasing the salaries of 
employees earning less than the new 
pay scale. It is estimated that around 
45 percent of public sector employees 
currently earn below the proposed new 
pay scale. The increase in their salaries 
is projected to increase consumer 
spending and give a moderate boost 
to the country’s retail sector.

Those currently earning above the 
new pay scale will not see their salaries 
reduced; instead, their salaries will 
remain frozen until it equals the pay 
corresponding to their grade and 
job classification in the new scale. 
However, the pay of this group will still 
be adjusted for inflation.

The government hopes through this 
initiative to reap substantial savings in 
the long-term and more importantly to 
rationalize and increase efficiency in 
public sector wages. The reforms are 
expected to bring about fiscal savings 
of over KD16 billion during the first 10 
years of implementation and that, by 
year 10, the government’s salary bill 
will be 20 percent lower than if no 
action were to be taken today. One 
of the main objectives of this reform 
is to reduce disparities in pay and 
increase transparency.

Continued on Page 14
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Science International Forum 
(SIF) – Kuwait, the official 

representative of India’s National 
Science Movement in Kuwait, 
announced the success of the 

National Science Congress, which 
was recently held in Chandigarh, 
India. For the first time, students 
of SIF-Kuwait, along with students 

from  SIF-UAE and SIF-Qatar 
participated successfully in the 
National Children’s Science 
Congress, which is organized by the 
Government of India’s Department 

of Science and Technology.
The eight-member SIF-Kuwait 

delegation was led by Gangadhar 
Shirshath, principal at Khaitan 

branch of Indian Community 
School Kuwait. Research projects 
from thousands of Indian students 
from across India and the Middle-
East were showcased during the 
Science Congress.

Following the success of 
National Science Congress, SIF-
Kuwait is now preparing to hold the 
mega science talent examination 
called Sastra Prathiba-2015, on  
14 January, 2016. Students from 
nearly 17 Indian schools in Kuwait 
have registered to participate in the 
examination, which will be held at 
the respective schools. 

SIF-Kuwait adds that the 
syllabus for the examination, which 
has already been sent to all the 
registered participants, will include 
ten General Knowledge questions 
from previous issues of their monthly 
science newsletter, DISCOVER, 
which can be accessed online at 
http://sifkuwait.com/discover-e-
magazine-of-sif/

Mohammed Akram, Managing 
Director of Comix, one of the 
leading brands in the market 

of stationery and office supplies 
for Kuwait, Tahir Khan, Managing 
Partner of TA Sports, the place to be 
for all your cricket equipment needs 
and Sajid Ashraf, Director Domestic 
Cricket & Marketing for Kuwait 
Cricket, presented the new outfits 
for match officials for K-CUP (Kuwait 
Cricket Umpires Panel) to Riaz 
Choudhry, Director of match officials 
at Kuwait Cricket’s Sulaibiya cricket 
ground on the 28 December, 2015.

Over 50 match officials were 
present at the innovative occasion 
to welcome the new branding 

standards. With as many as 102 
unique teams participating in the 
ongoing domestic tournaments, 

being played at as many as 10 
different grounds and with over 
40 matches taking place every 
weekend, it comes as no surprise 
that attention to detail is the new 
aphorism of Kuwait Cricket.

To satisfy the growing demands 
of spectators, teams and players 
who stipulate ICC standards of 
accuracy in umpire’s decision 
making in Kuwait, a Level 0 umpiring 
course is being conducted under 
the commendable leadership of Mr. 
Choudhry and supported by Naresh 
D’souza, Naveen D. Jayan and 

Imran Haji Mustafa. 
In his speech on the occasion, 

Mr. Ashraf, thanked TA sports and 
Comix for their valuable support and 
extended gratitude to Tariq Iqbal 
of VOOP Media for their excellent 
efforts, and appreciated all the 
match officials for turning up in great 
numbers.

On behalf of the match officials, 
Mr. Choudhry thanked the sponsors, 
the organizing committee officials 
and appreciated the efforts of Mr. 
Ashraf in making all the arrangements 
for a wonderful evening.

LOCAL

Confectionaries:
City: 22411407
Fahaheel: 23910445
Rawda: 22550908
Jleeb Al Shoukh: 24318423

Qurtoba: 25323650
Jahra: 24554599
Hawally: 22616195
West Mishref: 25395245

Qurain: 25423577
Surra: 25322841
Salmiya 2: 25642296
Qadsiya: 22549559

Kaifan: 24918695
Salmiya 1: 25736663
South Surra: 25214328
Jabriya: 22251357

Restaurants:

Ceasars XPRESS (Sabah Al Salem) Tel: 98007155, 25523065

Salmiya Tel: 25733044
Jahra Tel: 24577320/8
Satchi (Fahaheel) Tel: 23912137
Central Kitchen Tel: 24754584

City (Chinese) Tel: 22431100
Satchi (City) Tel: 22476591
Dakshin Jleeb Tel: 24319191
Cinnamon Farwaniya Tel: 24728899

Fahaheel Tel: 23920343
Indian Restaurant Tel: 22411711
Farwaniya Tel: 24738777
Hawally Tel: 22616191/2

Catering:
24754584, 22450504 Ext. 216/221

Home Delivery:
1832211

Head Office: Mabanee Building 1, 2nd Floor, Block 1, Ali Al Salem Street, Salhia (P.O. Box 5592, Safat 13056), Kuwait. Tel: 22450504, Fax: 22421361

Building Loyal Satisfied Customers by Committing to Quality, Service & Value
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Head office: Tel.: 224 50 504
www.caesars- kw.com

Caesars Group of Restaurants & Confectioneries 

Kuwait Cricket launches new outfits for match officials

SIF-Kuwait prepares for
science talent examination

The Tamilnadu Engineers Forum 
(TEF) in Kuwait, a non-profitable 

association of alumni from all 
engineering colleges from Tamilnadu 
is an active professional body in 
Kuwait conducting various technical 
and community support activities while 
creating a platform for professional 
interaction between engineering 
communities. 

This year, on its 16th anniversary, 
a new organizing committee was 
elected unanimously. The new 
committee is headed by Eng. Jeya 
Kumar (NAPESCO) as President, 

Eng. Krishna Jegan (Bader Al Mulla), 
Vice President, Dr. Shan Senthil (ILC), 
General Secretary, Eng. Venkatesan 
(Worley Parsons), Joint Secretary, Eng. 
Ashok Arulsamy (KOC R&T), Treasurer 
and Eng. Sethu Madhavan (Bader Al 
Mulla), Joint Treasurer.

During his address, the president 
indicated that efforts will be taken 
during the year 2016 to make TEF as a 
globally recognized engineering body 
and the general secretary highlighted 
the plans of 2016, including new 
initiatives to reach the engineering and 
student communities in Kuwait.

Tamilnadu Engineers Forum 
elects new members
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Kozhikode District Association
prepares for 6th anniversary celebration

Kozhikode District Association, Kuwait will be 
celebrating its 6th anniversary on Friday, 29 January, 

2016 at the Indian Central School, Abbassiya. The event 
titled, ‘Kozhikode Fest 2016’ will be inaugurated by His 
Excellency Sunil Jain, Ambassador of India to Kuwait. 

With the core objective of helping people in distress, 
the event will have Prasanth Nair, District Collector of 
Kozhikode, as the chief guest. After initiating several 
projects like ‘Operation Sulaimani’ and ‘Project 4N’ which 
have gained wide acceptance from public, Mr. Nair has 
come up with the ongoing campaign ‘Compassionate 
Kozhikode’, which conveys a message to the society for 
showing compassion to people in distress. 

Najim Arshad, the young talented playback singer, 
has been selected to receive this year’s Gireesh 
Puthencherry Award, which is given in memory of 
renowned lyricist and script writer the late Gireesh 
Puthencherry. A musical extravaganza is also planned 
to be held during the event. Well-known dignitaries from 
Kerala and prominent personalities from different walks 
of life will be attending the event.  

Kalyan Jewellers, one of the most trusted 
jewelry brands, felicitated Fatemah 
Arafah, winner of the prestigious 

Kalyan Jewellers Bentley Campaign, at the 
flagship showroom in Kuwait City. The Head 
of Overseas Operations at Kalyan Jewellers, 
N.R Venkatraman, handed over keys to the 
shining white Bentley car to a Ms. Fatemah, an 
Egyptian national who was declared the winner 
of the prestigious Bentley Campaign following 
the mega draw held earlier. 

Acknowledging the winner of the milestone 
Bentley Campaign, Ramesh Kalyanaraman, 
Executive Director, Kalyan Jewellers said, 
“We are very happy to be a part of Fatemah’s 
success and our best wishes are with her, as 
she celebrates this win. It gives us immense 
pleasure and we feel blessed that winning with 
Kalyan Jewellers is such a happy occasion in 
the lives of our patrons. It is heartening to know 
that we are making aspirations come true.” 

The ‘Win a Bentley’ campaign concluded on 
21 November, 2015 across all Kalyan Jewellers 
outlets in Kuwait. 

Kalyan Jewellers felicitates
Bentley Campaign winner

Indian Embassy announces 
Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD) 2016
The Indian Embassy will be organizing the Pravasi 
Bhartiya Divas (PBD) 2016 at its auditorium on 
Saturday, 9 January, 2016 at 4 pm. Various issues 
concerning the Indian Community in Kuwait, which 
fall within the jurisdiction of the embassy as well as 
the Government of India / State Governments / UTs 
in India, will be discussed at the event.

The purpose of this interactive event is to 
address the issues and concerns of Indians 
living in Kuwait. The suggestions and views of the 
community members at this forum would help the 
Indian embassy to formulate future strategies to 
further improve Embassy’s services to community 
members. The Indian Embassy would like to extend 
an invitation to everyone who would like to attend 
PBD 2016. 
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Despite a widespread narrative 
of the disenfranchisement of 
women in our region, I would 

like to point to a few examples that 
make me optimistic and proud. 

A 2011 study by Booz & Company 
asked a group of young Arab women: 
“What should be the role of young 
girls/women in society?” Seventy-
one percent of respondents said it 
was to seek employment for financial 
support and financial independence, 
whereas only 22 percent saw their 
role as housewives and mothers. 

According to the World Economic 
Forum’s 2012 Gender Gap Index, 
women in Jordan, Algeria, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, and Morocco 
were on par with, or outperformed, 
their male counterparts in literacy 
and educational enrollment rates.

Naysayers may assert that 
educational trends and high 
aspirations are only as useful as 
society permits. If Arab women face 
a labor market unwilling to hire them, 
they have hit a wall, even before 
leaving university.

While this may be true, there is a 
complementary trend that also makes 
me hopeful — the digital revolution 
that is sweeping our region. No one 
can downplay the role that the internet 
and related digital communications 
play as a primary vehicle for sharing 
ideas and mobilizing people. The 
Arab Spring was just an example of 
the potential of digital technologies 
to influence society and shake-up 
entrenched beliefs.  

Even basic technologies, such 
as mobile phones, level the playing 
field between governments and 
their people and allow men and 
women alike to contribute. Although 

more males than females are using 
Facebook and Twitter, females were at 
the front line of the Arab Spring in both 
the digital and physical spaces. 

Rising educational levels and 
increased internet access will 
inevitably result in more female 
entrepreneurs in our region. More Arab 
businesswomen are gaining regional 
and global recognition. We also see 
an entrepreneurial spirit spreading 
among young women and girls. 

In fact, at the recent INJAZ Young 
Entrepreneurs Regional Competition 
in Doha, a young Yemeni student 
enterprise, Creative Generation, 
led by a team of 15- and 16-year-

old Yemeni high school girls, took 
home the first prize for Company of 
the Year. Their business was more 
sophisticated than one might expect 
from high school students. 

The company designed solar-
powered products to help offset 
Yemen’s electricity deficiencies. The 
teenagers learned how to construct 
these devices by hand, watching 
YouTube videos. A panel of judges, 
consisting of top Arab business 
leaders, awarded the teenagers the 
top prize after a rigorous question-
and-answer session, and the girls 
received a hero’s welcome upon 
returning home. 

The INJAZ experience of turning 
youth into entrepreneurs has shown 
us how quickly young females in the 
most marginalized parts of our region 
can rise to the occasion when doors 
are opened for them to become 
creative thinkers. Other female 
entrepreneurs have started an event 
management company for West 
Bank youth, who are constrained by 
endless checkpoints and starved 
for entertainment; while Omani 
girls created an e-book production 
company to help younger people 
develop an interest in reading; and, 
in the case of the Yemeni students, 
they have provided solar energy 
to run a fan in the sweltering heat. 
The students now aim to take their 
invention across their erratically 
electrified country.

These are just snapshots of a 
much larger narrative that is usually 
ignored when we are talking about 
the Middle East. Of course, these 
examples and data cannot be used 
to ignore lingering challenges, but we 
can mobilize around them — to carve 
out a permanent and prominent role 
for Arab women in our schools, 
economies, and societies.

INJAZ Al-Arab is a non-profit 
organization that promotes youth 
education and training in the Arab 
World under the three pillars of 
workforce readiness, financial 
literacy and entrepreneurship. The 
organization started its work in the 
region in 1999 and in 2004 became 
the Regional Operating Center of 
Junior Achievement Worldwide 
(JAW). 

Today, INJAZ works in Algeria, 
Bahrain, Egypt, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Yemen and Pakistan.  Over 
2 million students have participated 
in a broad base of entrepreneurship 
training opportunities aimed at 

developing basic business skills to 
start and run their own businesses 
while obtaining soft skills increasingly 
demanded by the private sector and 
eventually fostering success in future 
careers. Across the region, INJAZ 
works with 14 ministries of education, 
over 3,000 schools, 418 universities 
and a network of 7,000 corporate 
volunteers who implement a series 
of business and entrepreneurship 
programs that impacted nearly 
340,000 youth during 2013-2014.

JA Worldwide is one of the largest 
global NGOs dedicated to addressing 
fundamental social and economic 
challenges of young people by 
educating and empowering them to 
transform their future and own their 
economic success. The 123 country 
JA Worldwide network is powered by 
more than 400,000 volunteers and 
mentors from all sectors of society, 
reaching over 10 million young 
people around the world. Through its 
relationship with Junior Achievement, 
INJAZ Al-Arab is able to tap into 
a substantial network of global 
resources, including the curriculum, 
experience, and partnerships that 
Junior Achievement has formed 
since its inception in 1919.

DIMENSIONS

INJAZ Al-Arab 
Empowering youth in the Arab world

The INJAZ experience of turning youth into entrepreneurs has shown 
us how quickly young females in the most marginalized parts of our 
region can rise to the occasion when doors are opened for them to 

become creative thinkers - Soraya Salti

The late Soraya Salti was 
founder and former CEO of 
INJAZ Al-Arab and former 

senior vice president of Middle 
East/North Africa for Junior 
Achievement Worldwide. She 
won the 2006 Schwab Social 
Entrepreneur award for Jordan, 
and was the first Arab woman 
to win the Skoll Award for Social 
Entrepreneurship. In 2013, Soraya 
was named as one of the 100 most 
powerful Arab women by Arabian 
Business.

On 6 November, 2015, Soraya 
Salti, 44, the mother of one, 
and her sister Jumana Salti, 37, 
were found dead near a building 
under construction in Jwiedeh, 
a rundown area of the Jordanian 

capital Amman. Their tragic deaths 
shocked and baffled friends, 
relatives and colleagues. The 
police suggested that the sisters 
committed suicide by jumping 
from the top of the building, an 
assertion strongly rejected by all 
who knew the two sisters. 

In a Facebook posting on her 
death, Injaz Al Arab said it was 
“devastated by the passing of our 
founder and inspiration, Soraya 
Salti. She will be remembered as 
a dreamer that dared to create 
new opportunities for Arab youth 
across the region. To date, the 
organization she created has 
affected over 2,000,000 youth. We 
all mourn her loss today and our 
prayers are with her family.”

Rising educational 
levels and increased 
internet access will 
inevitably result 
in more female 
entrepreneurs
in our region. 
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Private Collection launches the N°21 
Spring/Summer 2016 Collections

Al-Khalid Trading Projects, the 
official retail franchise brand of 

Private Collection in Kuwait has recently 
launched the new N°21 Spring/Summer 
2016 collection of designer shoes that 
brings to life modern fashion.

With the new collection, Private 
Collection enables every woman to 
access an exceptional look and style with 
its summer theme of bright colors and 
beautiful patterns. The collection features 
a variety of different styles / designs; from 
high heels to flats in different shades of 
yellow, green and radiant pink variations.  If 

you are looking for a unique shoe design to 
flaunt your sophistication, visit the Private 
Collection at The Prestige – The Avenues.

Indian Educational School, 
Bhavans Pearls and Jack and Jill, 

Mangaf celebrated a memorable 
Christmas for their pupils. The 
festivities began a week prior when 
the Kindergarten teachers planned to 
surprise the little ones by decorating the 
bulletin boards and hanging decorations 
along the KG corridors. 

A colorful assembly was presented 
by the kindergarteners to mark the event.  
This was followed by a skit depicting the 
birth of Jesus in a humble manger, the 
visit of the Three Wise Men following the 

Star, eagerly being looked upon by the 
shepherds and other instances linked 
to the birth of Jesus Christ. The skit was 
followed by two Christmas carols which 
were thoroughly enjoyed by the kids. 
Some of the children were even seen 
dancing merrily to the popular carols.

Back in the classrooms, the children 
were presented with ‘take away cards.’  
They enjoyed every bit of the Christmas 
program. The teachers wished the 
children and their family members 
a Merry Christmas on behalf of the 
Bhavans family.

Christmas celebrations 
at Bhavan’s Kindergartens

Local clinics in Kuwait are 
reporting a huge increase in 
demand from Kuwaiti men for 

Botox and other injectable fillers. 
Dr. Ghanima Al-Omar, Consultant in 
Skin Diseases and Laser Cosmetics, 
at Skin Clinic, a renowned local skin 
care center, has revealed that 35 
percent of her clients are males who 
undergo injectable fillers, Botox, and 
skin whitening.

Reports in the media have 
shown that the percentage of Arab 
men seeking plastic surgery has 
significantly increased across 
the Middle East. Dr. Toni Nassar, 
celebrity plastic surgeon and beauty 
ambassador to Lebanon, has 
revealed a surge from 5 percent to 

25 percent in male Arab patients, 
adding that most clients come from 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the 
UAE.

In the UAE alone, doctors have 
reported 40 percent of patients 
as Arab men. On the other hand, 

Kuwait’s Al-Omar has warned 
against the country’s “contaminated 
cosmetic market” which has “become 
a profession for just anyone.” She 
urged patients to steer away from 
the country’s unwarranted cosmetic 
practices.

Botox, fillers in high demand from men in Kuwait
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   D I N I N G  I N  K U W A I T
For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 

http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at dining@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

Mama Lita is located on Street 10, Block 1 in Mahboula. You can 
contact them on 96968333 or order on www.talabat.com. 

Cooking Tips

When cooking cranberries, adding a quarter teaspoon of baking soda to the cooking mixture helps neutralize the acidity.

Store lettuce in refrigerator without washing so that the leaves are dry and wash only before using.

TIP # 1 TIP # 2 TIP # 3

When preparing a fruit pie, sprinkle the sugar under the fruits rather than on top. This prevents the pie from boiling over.

Beginning with some of their specials 
in breakfast, you could try their 

Mexican special burritos; flour tortillas 
wrapped with refined beans cheese 
and eggs of your choice.  Their 
specialty nachos are made of ground 
beef, served with pico de gallow, 
guacamole and sour cream. Also on 
their home style Mexican breakfast 
menu they have Chilaquiles which 
are prepared out of red or green 
salsa poured over crispy corn tortillas 
served with two eggs and beans.

For appetizers, they have Mama Lita 
fries with melted cheddar cheese and 

an option to add your own taste of meat. 
You can also order their Quesadillas; 
two fresh flour grilled tortillas with 
cheese.

On their sandwich menu, they have 
the diet breakfast club sandwich; a 
three piece slice of brown toast with two 
slices of ham, two slices of tomato, two 
slices of white egg yolk, fresh lettuce 
and light sliced cheese. You should 
give a try to their Italian sandwich which 
includes mortadella, hot dog lettuce, 
onion green bell pepper mayo and 
ketchup shredded cheese.

For main dish, try their chili rellenos; 
stuffed roasted fresh chili with cheese 
and eggs, served with rice and beans 
or burrito.  Their carne con chili vered 
is also delicious; cube beef chopped 

with potatoes mixed with three kinds of 
roasted green chilies and tomatoes and 
seasoned with Mexican spices.

Entering a Mexican restaurant 
and not trying the Mexican salsa is 
unpardonable. At Mama Lita, they 
have a variety of Mexican salsas from 
chili verde to chili con rajas con gueso. 
Chili verde includes green chili’s with 
roasted tomatoes onion and garlic. Pico 
de gallo, includes cilantro, tomatoes, 

green chili, onions and lime juice.
For dessert they have regular and 

stuffed churros, which is a fried dough 
pastry based snack.

If you wish to try a warm drink in 
this chilly winter, there is always the 
famous American coffee and if you 
are in for a thrilling cold drink, then try 
their horchata, which is a traditional 
beverage made of ground almonds, 
sesame seeds and rice barley. Or if you 
are not in a mood to experiment, you 
could always go for some ice tea.

Mama Lita
- Taste of Mexico

Mama Lita is the brainchild of a Kuwaiti Mexican and a Mexican 
Chef. The restaurant is everything you could want in your local 
taco joint. With homemade crispy taco shells to chicken and 
beef tacos, it is all there. The food is perfectly spiced, with no 
overpowering flavors. And, best of all, their night hours make 
them the perfect late night snack place.
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Homemade Hot Cocoa: This 
most staple of winter warmers 
is quite simple to conjure up. 
For a family-sized serving of 
five cups, combine quarter cup 
unsweetened cocoa powder, half 
cup granulated sugar, a third of a 
cup of hot water and a pinch of 
salt in a medium saucepan. Stir 
constantly over medium heat until 
the mixture begins to boil. Stir in 
four cups milk and continue to 
heat, but do not boil. Remove from 
heat, stir in a teaspoon of vanilla 
extract and serve immediately.

Winter Lemonade: With only four 
ingredients, 
winter lemon-
ade scores 
highest in 
accessibility 
and prepara-
tion time. To 
prepare, slice 
a lemon and 
skewer onto 
the cinnamon 

stick. In a glass of hot water, stir 
in honey and drop the cinnamon 
stick and lemon and let it steep 
for a few minutes. The beauty of 

cinnamon and lemon is that you 
can keep adding hot water and it 
will still retain its initial strong fla-
vor. The herbal quality of the drink 
also makes it ideal for sore throats 
or congested noses. 

Hot Vanilla Milk: To 
prepare this deli-
cious drink, simmer 
four cups of milk 
and quarter cup 
sugar in a medium 
saucepan over me-
dium heat and keep stirring until 
the sugar dissolves. Once done, 
stir in half teaspoon vanilla extract 
and divide among four mugs. 
Sprinkle some ground cinnamon 
on top to add more flavor.

Chocolate cappuccino: Pour 
four cups whole milk into heavy 
medium saucepan and bring 
to boil. Remove from heat. Add 
300g chopped white chocolate; 
whisk until melted and smooth. 
Whisk in two teaspoon vanilla 
extract. Return white chocolate 
mixture to low heat and whisk until 
frothy. Pour freshly brewed coffee 
into mugs and ladle the white 
chocolate mixture over the top 
and sprinkle with cocoa powder.

Toasted marshmallow and 
malt milkshake: For some, a 
milkshake is all they need on a 
cold rainy day. To prepare this 
milkshake, you need to place 
half cup mini marshmallows on 

a sheet pan 
and stick under 
the broiler until 
they turn lightly 
golden brown 
and toasted. 
This happens 
quickly, so 
watch carefully. 
Once done, 
place two tablespoons of milk, 
two tablespoons of malted milk 
powder, and two tablespoons of 
marshmallow crème in a blender. 
Blend for 30 seconds until 
dissolved and mixed together. 
Add two cups vanilla ice cream, 
half the marshmallows and blend 
until mixed. Top with remaining 
toasted marshmallows.

Homemade Chai Latte: A good 
chai latte is a great substitute for 
coffee of any variety. To prepare 
one, place two tea bags, one 
teaspoon ground cinnamon, 
half teaspoon ground ginger 
and quarter teaspoon ground 
allspice in a coffee filter of a drip 
coffeemaker. Add one cup water 
and brew. Meanwhile, in a small 
saucepan, combine one cup 
milk, quarter cup brown sugar 
and two tablespoons refrigerated 
creamer. Cook and stir over 
medium heat until heated through 
and sugar is dissolved. Pour the 
milk mixture into two mugs and 
stir in the prepared tea. Dollop 
with whipped toppings and you 
are good to go.

Warm drinks 
      to sip 

this winter
Winter has settled in with freezing cold winds engulfing you every time you step outside. The only 
thing better than continuing to curl up under a cozy blanket in the morning, is to curl up with a 
warm winter drink in hand. Unfortunately, for school goers and working people, this is a dream that 
comes true just once or twice a week. To turn up the heat without impacting the climate, here are a 
few easy to make drinks that will instantly warm you up and also brighten your mood in the bargain.



9 The Times Kuwait   03 - 09 January, 2016   www.timeskuwait.com

The 9th edition of the annual India 
Education Exhibition will be held 
on 15 and 16 January 2016 from 

11am to 8pm at the Ramada Hotel Al 
Riggae. 

The two-day India Education 
Exhibition 2016 will highlight the best 
of Indian Education at some of the top 
Indian universities and bring together 
leading education experts and 
practitioners, providing NRI students 
and parents an opportunity to interact 
one-on-one with academic heads of 
various institutions across India. 

Despite the availability of 
information on websites, interaction 
with academic heads and professors 
in person is still considered the best 
source of information for parents 
and students when it comes to 
deciding which field of study to opt 
for. The exhibition will provide details 

concerning courses available in 
various universities and colleges, the 
fee structure, job opportunities and 
placements. 

Information on more than 100 
courses which are in demand and 
scholarships information for NRI 
students will also be available during 
the event. The India Education 
Exhibition is the best opportunity for 
students in Kuwait to avail of quality 
guidance on their education pursuits.

The universities participating in the 

exhibition include Manipal University 
India, as co-sponsor of the event, as 
well as Anna University, Hindustan 
University, DY Patil University, Datta 
Meghe Medical University, NITTE 
University, KJ Somaiya Institutions, 
Thapar University, Vishwakarma 
Institute of Technology, SDME 
Group, MVJ Institutions and Jain 
International School. 

For the first time in Kuwait, a 
seminar on ‘Career Counseling 
Dos and Don’ts’ will be held by 

distinguished career counselor 
Sreevidhya Santhosh. The seminar 
will provide in-depth information about 
courses and vital information about 
studying in India for students and 

parents. More than 10,000 students 
have benefited from attending 
seminars conducted by Ms. Santosh, 
gaining knowledge and expertise to 
successfully plan their future.

LOCAL

Fotografiaq8, a recognized photography group, 
organized a sunrise meet up on 1 January near 

the towers to welcome the year 2016. More than 

60 hobbyist photographers and professionals from 
across Kuwait attended the workshop to create 
beautiful memories with fellow enthusiasts. 

Fotografiaq8 welcomes New Year with workshop

The 9th edition of India Education Exhibition
to showcase top Indian universities

The Higher Organizing Committee for 
Hala February Festival 2016 announced 

that the festival will start on 28 January and 
continue until 24 February.

This year, the festival will come at the time 
when Kuwait celebrates 20 years since the 
assumption of power of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the 25th anniversary of the liberation 
of Kuwait from the Iraqi Invasion and the 
55th National Day.

In a statement to the media, the Chairman of Media 

Committee for the festival, Waleed Al-Saqabi 
said that the month-long event will introduce 
a first-ever type of activities in Kuwait that 
will allow people to enjoy a wide range of 
discounts in shopping malls. The festival 
will also include entertainment shows for 
children, exhibition for youth projects, sports 
activities, religious and poetry seminars and 
concerts among other activities.

Al-Saqabi noted that the festival aims to 
boost Kuwait's economy while also promoting 

tourism in the country and developing the retail market.

Hala February to begin on 28 January   

During the last few days of the 
year 2015, the Ministry of Interior 

intensified efforts to weed out criminals 
and law violators in the country through 
a series of aggressive inspection 
campaigns.

The Ministry of Interior conducted 
two raids at the Ardiya Industrial Area 
on 29 and 31 December, netting a 
significant number of criminals involved 
in illegal activities and violators of 
residency law. On 31 December, 
those arrested included 437 people 
for various offenses, 95 residency law 
violators and 104 people for failing 
to have the official identification 
documents. The police crackdown on 
29 December, where up to 502 police 
personnel, including 102 officers and 
400 policemen participated, resulted 
in the impounding of 66 vehicles for 
breaking laws and the arrest of 545 

expatriates, including those violating 
residency and labor laws. 

A week earlier, on 23 December, 
residents of Abbasiya, Hasawi and 
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh woke up to the sight 
of scores of police vehicles converged 
on the area, helicopters flying overhead 
and hundreds of policemen going 
on house to house searches. After 
performing a through search of all 
buildings in the area, 3,338 people 
violating the residency law were 
rounded up, along with criminals who 
broke various laws. 

The Ministry of Interior reiterated that 
these security campaigns are aimed at 
cleansing the expat heavy areas where 
corruption, crime and law violations 
were rampant. Moreover, these security 
sweeps only act as a deterrent against 
crimes and also ensure the Kuwaiti 
laws are enforced. 

Police operations lead to
arrest of hundreds of expats 
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The Kuwait Chapter of the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants of 
India (ICAI) organized a Seminar 

on 14 December, 2015 on the topic 
of ‘IFRS 15 - Revenue from Contracts 
with Customers’ at the Holiday Inn 
Downtown. CA S. Chandrasekaran, 
Partner, Assurance at RSM Al Bazie 

& Co. was the main speaker at the 
event. CA. Noel Cherian, Chairman 
of CPE Committee of the ICAI Kuwait 
Chapter, welcomed the members and 
introduced the speaker. 

CA S. Chandrasekaran delivered 
an insightful session on the new 
International Financial Reporting 

Standard, IFRS 15 on Revenue from 
Contracts with Customers. 

The speaker provided insight 
about the requirements as per the 
new IFRS and a comparison with the 
existing accounting standards and 
interpretations relating to revenue 
recognition. The speaker also explained 

that one of the main purposes of the 
new IFRS 15 is to minimize differences 
between IFRS and US GAAP in 
relation to revenue recognition and its 
accounting treatment. 

CA. Hormuzda Davar, Chairman of 
the ICAI Kuwait Chapter extended the 
vote of thanks, on behalf of the Kuwait 

Chapter of the ICAI, to the speaker, 
sponsors and all those who assisted 
in putting together and publicizing the 
event. As a token of appreciation, a 
memento was presented to the speaker 
by CA. Hormuzda Davar, Chairman of 
the Chapter. The session was followed 
by a sumptuous buffet dinner. 

ICAI organizes ‘IFRS 15’ seminar

Kuwaiti participation in
STAND conference

Five local NGOs represented Kuwait at the recent Support for Training, 
Advocacy, and Network Development (STAND) conference, which 

took place in Istanbul, Turkey. The STAND initiative empowers local civil 
society sectors to participate in decision-making and address social and 

economic challenges saw 
the participation of Kuwaiti 
NGOs, Fawzia Sultan 
Rehabilitation Institute 
(FSRI), en.v, Birth Kuwait, 
Project 189 and Abolish 153. 

The Istanbul STAND 
conference was, aimed at 
bringing together non-profit 
initiatives and organizations 
from around the world 
to share insights and 

experience, provide support on best practices and build networks. 
During the conference, Kuwait’s thriving civil society movement was 

evident. With many of the workshops and discussions being led by the 
Kuwaiti NGOs, the Kuwaiti organizations showcased their own projects 
and efforts, and discussed the challenges of carrying out non-profit 
projects in Kuwait. 

Taking off from the success of 
‘Visit the Philippines Year (VPY) 

2015’ campaign, the Department 
of Tourism (DOT) in the Philippines 
has decided to launch ‘Visit the 
Philippines Again (VPA) 2016’, as 
part of its intensive marketing efforts 
to establish the Philippines both as a 
tourist and business destination.

“Visit the Philippines Again 
2016 will be the most massive retail-
focused effort the Philippines has 
ever made. We are negotiating with 
tour operators and travel agents 
to provide incentives to returning 
visitors to the Philippines,” said DOT 
Secretary Ramon R. Jimenez, Jr.

Aside from the special packages 

for visitors, the DOT along with its 
Tourism Promotions Board (TPB), has 
partnered with the private sector and 
local government units to get better 
and more exciting line up of events 
and tourism product offerings that 
showcase the country’s competitive 
advantage as a destination. Among 
these major events include the 

ASEAN Tourism Forum 2016, Routes 
Asia 2016, Madrid Fusion Manila 
2016, 2016 Ironman 70.3 Asia Pacific 
Championship, MTV Music Evolution 
2016, and the Travel Blog EXchange 
(TBEX).

Among the introductions for 
the Middle East is the ‘Kids Stay 
Free Campaign’, which has been 

designed exclusively for families, 
both nationals and expatriates, living 
in the GCC states. The campaign 
package provides two children 
per family under the age of 11 
with an exciting array of activities, 
food, accommodations and other 
experiences on a complimentary 
basis. Additionally, the packages 
allow families to twin both the 
Philippines capital Manila with other 
exotic destinations in the Philippines.

Also the Philippines’ no visa 
requirement for GCC and many other 
nationals have been successful in 
attracting an increasing number of 
GCC residents to choose Philippines 
as their holiday destination.

DOT invites tourists to visit the Philippines
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The fire at the prestigious hotel 
was the third in the city’s 
skyscrapers in as many years. 

Ultra-modern, flamboyant designs 
in the hundreds of gleaming towers 
that have sprouted across the region, 
mainly in UAE and Qatar, often 
involve the heavy use of cladding — 
layers that are fixed to the outside of 
buildings for decoration, insulation or 
protection.

After Dubai’s latest blaze, which 
security officials said spread up 
the outside of the luxury property 
experts are asking if the layers may 
in some cases make buildings more 
vulnerable to fire.

Experts say most of Dubai’s 
approximately 250 high-rise 
buildings use cladding panels 
with thermoplastic cores that 
consist of plastic or polyurethane 
fillings sandwiched between 

aluminum sheets. Such cladding 
is not necessarily hazardous, but 
it can be flammable under certain 
circumstances and, depending on 
a skyscraper’s design, may channel 
fires through windows into the 
interiors of buildings.

In February last year, hundreds 
of people were evacuated from 
one of the world’s tallest residential 
buildings when fire broke out at 
The Torch, a 79-storey skyscraper 
in Dubai. An investigation by the 
building’s management found most 
of the damage was to the exterior 
cladding.

In November 2012, a 34-storey 
residential building was partially 
gutted by a fire. An investigation 
blamed a discarded cigarette butt 
that fell on a pile of waste; the blaze 
swept through cladding panels on the 
tower. The UAE revised its building 

safety code in 2013 to require that 
cladding on all new buildings over 15 
meters (50 feet) tall be fire-resistant.

But the new rules do not apply 
to buildings erected before that 
year, and the vast majority of the 
country’s skyscrapers fell outside the 

regulations. The Address Downtown 
was completed in 2008.

Mohamed Alabbar, chairman 
of Emaar Properties, which owns 
the hotel, said it had been built to 
the highest quality standards and 
following international best practice. 

“We are determined to restore it to 
all its glory, and even surpass the 
splendid architectural standards,” 
Alabbar said in a statement. He did 
not discuss the reason for the blaze 
or the financial impact on Emaar, or 
say when the hotel might reopen.

High-rise safety standards questioned 
after fire engulfs Dubai skyscraper

Construction standards and the safety of materials 
used in high-rise buildings have been called into 
question following the fire which engulfed the 
63-storey The Address Downtown luxury hotel and 

residential tower in Dubai, on New Year’s Eve.

An austere state budget 
released by Saudi Arabia 

this week is likely to mark the 
end of the lavish cradle-to-
grave welfare systems that 
have been the hallmark of most 
countries in the region and 
could encourage governments 
to roll back costly handouts to 
their populations.

Struggling to narrow a 
huge budget deficit created 
by low oil prices, Riyadh last 
week announced government 
spending cuts, reforms to 

energy subsidies and a 
drive to raise revenues from 
taxes and privatization. The 
International Monetary Fund 
estimates Riyadh spent $107 
billion on energy subsidies 
this year, more than its entire 
budget deficit of $98 billion.

Gulf governments have 
tightened their belts in the past 
during periods of slumping oil 
prices. But the Saudi budget 
went further than usual by 
including steps that will 
directly hit the purchasing 
power of citizens, in particular, 

raising domestic gasoline, 
kerosene, water and electricity 
prices. It was the biggest step 
a rich Gulf Arab oil exporting 
state has taken so far to 
change an arrangement in 
which governments heavily 
subsidize fuel, water, food 
and other essentials for their 
populations.

Because of Saudi Arabia’s 
role as the political leader of 
the Gulf Arab states and the 
biggest Arab economy, other 
Gulf governments are now 

expected to follow suit as they 
impose their own austerity 
programs in response to the 
prospect of years of shrunken 
oil and gas revenues.

Some countries had 
already launched reforms 
before Riyadh made its move. 
In August, the United Arab 
Emirates abandoned a system 
of fixed gasoline prices in 
favor of one linked to global 
oil prices; gasoline has barely 
risen, but the way is clear for 
it to do so in future when oil 
eventually recovers.

Bahrain more than doubled 
prices of beef and chicken 
in October as it removed 
subsidies on them, and this 
week the Bahraini cabinet 
approved a new system for 
diesel and kerosene that would 
allow prices to rise gradually in 
coming years.

Bigger changes are on the 
way. Governments in Kuwait, 
Qatar and Oman, which face 
financial squeezes of varying 
intensity, have all said they are 
conducting broad reviews of 
their subsidy systems, though 
they have not yet committed 
to specific reforms. Because 
of political sensitivities, 
governments are likely to 
move cautiously.

In its budget announce-
ment, the Saudi Finance Minis-
try said it planned to introduce 
value-added tax in coordina-
tion with other countries in the 
region - a measure that would 
directly affect the spending 
power of ordinary consum-
ers, even if it is mitigated by 
exemptions for items such as 
food. Officials have said coun-
tries would need to introduce 
the tax jointly to avoid smug-
gling and loss of economic 
competitiveness, but Gulf 
Arab governments have been 
discussing the idea inconclu-
sively for years.

In the wake of the Saudi 
budget, Kuwait’s Finance 
Ministry Undersecretary 
Khalifa Hamada said that 
his ministry would present 
a proposal to “rationalize” 
subsidies to an economic 
committee in the cabinet at the 
end of this week.

Saudi budget cuts mark beginning of
the end of nanny states in the region
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The filmmaker Woody Allen is 
often quoted as saying that 
“Showing up is 80 percent 

of life.” One can quibble with the 
percentage, but Allen’s insight is 
important: You have to get in the 
game – be a player – to have any 
chance of obtaining your objectives.

The same is true of world affairs. 
If showing up is 80 percent of life, 
at least 80 percent of foreign policy 
is following up. Smart plans, good 
intentions, and strong negotiating 
skills are essential, but they are never 
enough – not even close. As with 
business, education, and much else 
in life, most of what makes foreign 
policy work – or not – is a matter of 
implementation and execution.

This observation will be tested more 
than once in 2016 and subsequent 
years. One prominent example is the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), the 
trade pact signed in October by 12 
Pacific Rim countries in Asia and the 
Americas. If the accord enters into 
force, it will expand world trade, boost 
economic growth, and strengthen the 
United States’ ties with regional allies 
who would otherwise be tempted to 
move closer to China.

The agreement’s entry into force, 
though, is subject to ratification 
by most of the 12 signatories’ 
legislatures. The outcome in the US 
and Japan, the world’s largest and 
third largest economies, respectively, 
will be particularly consequential. 
Indeed, everyone is waiting to see 
what happens in the US.

But approval by the US Congress 
is far from certain, especially as 
the presidential candidates –all 
of the Democrats and the leading 
Republicans – have come out against 
it. The vote, if it takes place, will 
be close, and the stakes are high, 
as failure to ratify the TPP would 
raise fundamental questions about 
America’s political effectiveness and 
ability to be a reliable partner to its 
allies.

A second test will come in Syria, 
arguably the biggest international 
failure of recent years. In December, 
the United Nations Security Council 
unanimously adopted Resolution 
2254, which establishes a political 
framework for a civil war that has 
raged for nearly five years, claiming 
as many as 300,000 lives and 
creating millions of refugees.

A framework, however, is nothing 
more than an outline. In this case, 
it was less than that, because the 
resolution was silent about Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad’s political 
fate and the timing of his departure. 
It also raised more questions than 
it answered about which Syrian 
opposition groups would participate 
in negotiations. Given the many 
divisions both within Syria and 
among its neighbors, getting from the 
resolution to a cease-fire and political 
settlement is likely to take years – and 
even that assessment may prove to 
be overly optimistic.

Yet a third test for diplomats also 
stems from the climate agreement 
reached in Paris in December. The 
agreement comprises voluntary 
pledges by governments that amount 
to no more than promises to do their 

best. In many cases, there is a lack of 
specificity about what is to be done. 
And, because the agreement is not 
legally binding on its signatories, 
the only sanction it permits is to 
“name and shame” countries 
that fail to deliver. A fourth test 
stems from the agreement signed 
over the summer by the Security 
Council’s five permanent members, 
Germany, and Iran limiting Iran’s 
nuclear program. There are sure to 
be numerous disagreements over 
whether the parties in general, and 
Iran in particular, are meeting their 
obligations. Perhaps most important, 
steps will need to be taken to reassure 
Iran’s neighbors so that they are not 
tempted to proceed with their own 
nuclear programs. At some point, the 
implementation challenge will include 
additional measures to ensure 

that Iran does not develop nuclear 
weapons once the agreement’s time 
limits on specified programs expire.

There are a few lessons to be 
learned from all of this. For starters, 
while international accords are rarely 
reached easily, no one should get 
carried away at the signing ceremony. 
The negotiators still must be able 
to deliver their governments’ full 
backing, and this is never automatic, 
especially when it comes to 
democracies such as the US, where 
different branches of government are 
often controlled by different political 
parties.

A second reality is that there is 
an unavoidable trade-off between 
negotiations and implementation. 
In many cases, agreement is 
possible only if critical details are 
left unresolved. But such “creative 
ambiguity” also ensures that the 
implementation phase will be more 
difficult, as tough choices that 
were postponed suddenly must be 
addressed.

Third, there will inevitably be 
moments when one or another 
party does not implement the pact 
in a manner judged to be adequate. 
Dealing with episodes of alleged non-
compliance can prove to be every 
bit as demanding as the original 
negotiation.

This brings us back to where 
we began. All four of the major 
international accords reached in 
2015 – the TPP, the Security Council’s 
Syria resolution, the Paris climate 
agreement, and the Iran nuclear deal 
– required great effort to negotiate. 
Making them work in 2016 and 
beyond will prove even harder. As 
Woody Allen could tell you, it is akin 
to the difference between writing a 
screenplay and making a movie.

VIEWPOINT

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Executing Foreign Policy 
Richard N. Haass 

President of 
the Council on 
Foreign Relations 
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12 Pacific nations that could bind 40 percent of the 
world’s economy, are other instances where trading 
blocs could provide significant economic advantage for 
participating nations.

Compared to all this regional and bilateral economic 
integration, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) has 
been slow to implement free trade agreements, both 
regionally and internationally. Though the six-nation 
bloc, which came into existence in 1981, is well ahead 
of the rest of MENA in terms of both intra-regional and 
international trade, there is plenty more potential that 
remains unrealized. 

Intra-regional trade flow among GCC countries, which 
was about $8 billion in 1980 and represented around 3.8 
percent of its total trade with the rest of the world, jumped 
to nearly $100 billion by the end of 2012. Although this was 
a considerable hike in trade, it nevertheless represented 
less than 10 percent of the $1.2 trillion in trade between 
GCC and the rest of the world.

While the increased trade is commendable, there are 
several non-tariff hurdles that inhibit greater intra-GCC 
trade. The Gulf Common Market, which came into force 
in 2008 and envisioned monetary union by 2010, has 
been all but quashed following disagreements on where 
the union’s headquarters should be based. Similarly, a 
pan-GCC railway that would have greatly facilitated the 
movement of goods and people has been mapped out, 
but is yet to gain traction among the six governments. 
Likewise, early plans for a combined value-added tax 
(VAT) were largely put on ice, but have garnered interest 
in recent months following the fall in oil prices.

Currently, the GCC has few FTAs as a bloc. A free 

trade deal with the EU, under discussion since 1990, 
floundered in 2008 apparently over disagreements on 
human rights issues. The GCC maintained that the linking 
of FTA to human rights was an attempt to interfere in 
domestic policies that had nothing to do with economic 
cooperation. Also, discussions to seal a trade deal 
between the bloc and the US have not been helped by 
Bahrain and Oman signing separate bilateral agreements 
with the US in 2006 and 2009, respectively. 

Given the difficulties associated with sealing FTAs 
with Europe and the US and the rising clout of Asian 
economies, it is not surprising that the GCC has been 
looking east for new trade deals. 

In Asia, freer trade with China and India would 
arguably have the greatest impact, given the growth 
in their economies. China is forecast to be the GCC’s 
largest export market by 2020, while India’s $2.1 trillion 
economy has the advantage of close proximity and a 
growing middle-class consumer base. 

Greater integration between GCC and other Arab 
states could also have significant impacts, not only on 
trade but on employment. Though the Greater Arab 
Free Trade Area (GAFTA) liberalized the markets of the 
18 states with the elimination of all tariffs in 2005, it has 
had little effect. A decade after removal of all tariffs, total 
inter-Arab trade as a percentage of total Arab foreign 
trade remains only around 10 percent. The World Bank 
says MENA’s intraregional exports averaged less than 8 
percent of total exports between 2008-10, compared to 
25 percent in ASEAN and 66 percent in the EU.

With Gulf economies losing precious oil revenues and 
export diversification becoming ever more essential, intra 
and inter-regional trade agreements will undoubtedly 
require greater emphasis in the days ahead.

Stronger regional FTA to
 mitigate falling oil prices

Salary reforms aim to standardize 
pay, reward performance

Continued from Page 1

For instance, research has shown that pay at one of government institutions 
for a ‘Grade 4’ accountant is double of that paid to a ministry employee in the 
same grade. A major reason for this salary discrepancy is the proliferation of 
job-specific allowances, which can vary significantly. In addition, there are 
also inconsistencies in basic pay across the public sector. The research also 
revealed, not unexpectedly, that, individual performance and productivity did not 
play any role in explaining differences in employee salaries.   

The wide incongruities in compensation exist not only between entities in 
the public sector but also within them. At some of the entities with the largest 
proportion of underpaid staff, more than half of employees are expected to 
receive an increase in salary from the proposed new pay scale. Meanwhile, staff 
at entities with the lowest proportions of employees earning below the proposed 
new law will require minor adjustments.

In its effort to rationalize the public sector pay scale, the government will set a 
unified pay scale and a ‘job allowance’ scale to account for differences between 
job categories or professions. The new law calls unifying job classifications, based 
on globally recognized International Standard Classification of Occupations 
(ISCO) and setting up 15 equivalent grades across the public sector. Each 
grade would have the same basic salary, and each job category would have its 
own ‘job allowance’ scale. Another aim of the ‘strategic alternative’ is to enable 
the government to manage the unbridled growth in the public sector wage bill, 
which has averaged around 12 percent annually over the last two decades. The 
reform initiative is expected to eliminate the exiting haphazard process of salary 
growth and reduce average wage bill growth to around 9 percent a year, while 
increasing fairness and transparency. 

Once the new law is approved, the Civil Service Council (CSC), which currently 
manages new hiring across most of the public sector, will be responsible for 
its implementation and enforcement. A pay review every four years will also be 
introduced that will allow authorities to make needed adjustments to pay scales 
to accommodate changes in labor market conditions. 

The reforms also aim to encourage and reward high performance and 
productivity among employees. A recent research showed that existing annual 
performance review fails to identify and distinguish those who actually perform at 
their jobs, with 80 percent of the employees receiving the top ‘excellent’ grade. 
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Our life on Earth is made possible by 
our oceans. The temperature, currents, 
chemical and biological constituents 

of ocean waters play an important role in 
driving global systems that make the Earth a 
habitable environment. Careful management 
of this crucial global resource is essential for 
humanity as a whole and is a key feature of our 
sustainable future. 

The ocean temperature and currents influence 
weather patterns around the world and act to 
counter-balance the effects of climate change. 
Our rainwater, drinking water, weather, climate, 
coastlines, much of our food, and even the oxygen 
in the air we breathe, are all ultimately provided 
and regulated by oceans. Climate change will also 
cause further stress on water resources, with wet 

areas tending to become wetter and dry areas 
even drier. Water scarcity is also fuelled by rapid 
patterns of water consumption as well as growing 
urbanization and rapid development. Persistent 
poverty, inequitable access to water and sanitation 
services, also further exacerbate the issue.

The oceans of Earth together cover over 
seven tenths of the planet, it is on average 4,000 
meters deep and contains around 1.3 billion 
cubic kilometers of water. That is no doubt a large 
amount of water, but despite the vastness of the 
oceans its capacity to withstand damage caused 
by human activity is limited and compromises their 
critical contribution to the future of sustainable 
development.

In this regard, it is laudable that Member 
States at the United Nations have finally agreed to 
develop a legally-binding instrument to conserve 
and sustainably use marine biological diversity 

of areas beyond their national borders. The 193 
member-UN General Assembly agreed in May 
of this year to establish a preparatory committee, 
open to all countries, to negotiate the new 
instrument over 2016-2017. The negotiations will 
cover, among other issues, the sharing of benefits 
related to the use of marine genetic resources; 
marine protected areas and environmental impact 
assessments, as well as the transfer of marine 
technology.

With water being undeniably a fundamental 
enabler of sustainable development, there is 
increasing realization that it is critically important 
to ensure access to water for all and to maintain 
its sustainability. Also, in acknowledgment of 
the importance of oceans and other large water 
bodies to the future of our planet, the United 

Nations Sustainable Summit held in New York 
in September 2015, adopted conserving and 
sustainably using our waters and marine resources 
as  Goal 14 of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG).  

Goal-14 creates a framework to sustainably 
manage and protect marine and coastal 
ecosystems from land-based pollution, as well 
as address the impacts of ocean acidification. 
Enhancing conservation and the sustainable use 
of ocean-based resources through international 
law will also help mitigate some of the challenges 
facing our oceans.

The goal targets the prevention and significant 
reduction by 2025 of all kinds of marine pollution, 
in particular from land-based activities including 
marine debris and nutrient pollution. 

Another target is to achieve by 2020, the 
sustainable management and protection of marine 

and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant 
adverse impacts, including by strengthening their 
resilience and restoring them to a healthy and 
productive status. 

Of particular interest to Goal-14 is regulating 
fish harvesting and overfishing, as well as other 
illegal and destructive fishing practices by 2020 
in order to restore fish stocks to levels that can 
produce maximum sustainable yield. It specifically 
calls for prohibiting, within the same time frame, 
certain forms of fisheries subsidies that contribute 
to overcapacity and over fishing. The goal also 
urges providing access for small-scale artisanal 
fishers to marine resources and markets.

Another target of Goal-14 is to minimize and 
address the impacts of ocean acidification, 
including through enhanced scientific cooperation 
at all levels. Also, based on best available 
scientific information, conserve at least 10 percent 
of coastal and marine areas in accordance with 
national and international laws.

According to the UN’s 2015 World Water 
Development Report, a possible 40 percent water 
shortfall in freshwater supplies is likely by 2030. 
The report projects that global water demand 
is projected to increase by 55 percent by 2050, 
by which time the world’s population will have 
surpassed nine billion. Much of this expected 
increase in water consumption will come from 
manufacturing, thermal electricity production 
and domestic use. In addition to focusing 
on the outcomes, this year’s report provides 
recommendations, such as creating policy 
measures and other practical approaches on the 
national and regional level, so that the international 
community can offset the possible global water 
deficit by 2030.

In addition to the UN’s annual assessment on 
water resources, another study the findings of 
which were condensed in the form of a report titled, 
‘Summary of the First Global Integrated Marine 
Assessment, shows that delays in implementing 
solutions to the problems that have already been 
identified as threatening to degrade the world’s 
oceans will lead, unnecessarily, to incurring 
greater environmental, social and economic 
costs. The new report, released in August is 
the most comprehensive scientific and socio-
economic assessment ever undertaken on the 
world’s oceans and reinforces the science-policy 
interface for oceans. It shows that sustainable 
use of the oceans cannot be achieved unless the 
management of all sectors of human activities 
affecting the oceans is coherent. “Human impacts 
on the sea are no longer minor in relation to the 
overall scale of the ocean. A coherent overall 
approach is needed,” say authors of the report.

Conserve and sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and marine resources
Our rainwater, drinking water, weather, climate, coastlines, much of our food, and even the oxygen 

in the air we breathe, are all ultimately provided and regulated by oceans.

SPOTLIGHT

Oceans cover three-quarter of the 
Earth’s surface, contain 97 percent of 

the Earth’s water, and represent 99 percent 
of the living space on the planet by volume. 

• Oceans absorb about 30 percent of the 
carbon dioxide produced by humans

• There has been a 26 percent rise in ocean 
acidification since the industrial revolution 

• Despite the oceans accounting for 1.3 
billion cubic kilometers of water, the 7 
billion people on Earth each have just one-
fifth of a cubic kilometer as our portion to 
provide us with all the services. That small, 
one fifth of a cubic kilometer generates half 
of the annual production of the oxygen that 
each of us breathes, and all of the sea fish 
and other seafood that each of us eats. It 
is the ultimate source of all the freshwater 
that each of us will drink in our lifetimes.  
It also suffers from the sewage, garbage, 
spilled oil and industrial waste which we 
collectively allow to go into the ocean 
every day. Overwhelming majority of all 
marine pollution comes from land-based 
sources and it is estimated that an average 
of 13,000 pieces of plastic litter can be 
found on every square kilometer of ocean.

• Over three billion people depend on 
marine and coastal biodiversity for their 
livelihoods 

• Globally, the market value of marine 
and coastal resources and industries is 
estimated at $3 trillion per year or about 5 
percent of global GDP 

• Marine fisheries directly or indirectly 
employ over 200 million people

• Nearly 40 percent of the world’s oceans 
are heavily affected by human activities, 
including pollution, depleted fisheries, and 
loss of coastal habitats

• More than 30 percent of the world’s fish 
stocks are overexploited, well below a level 
at which they can produce sustainable 
yields

• Subsidies for fishing are contributing to the 
rapid depletion of many fish species and 
are preventing efforts to save and restore 
global fisheries and related jobs, causing 
ocean fisheries to generate US$ 50 billion 
less per year than they could

   Ocean Blue
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The main reason why resolutions fail is 
because people do not put in enough 
effort to allow them to succeed. Often 

people resolve to change habits that get in the 
way of achieving their goals but then continue to 
maintain an environment that supports the habit 
or surround themselves with people who help 
foster it.

So, how do you go about making resolution 
that can be implemented successfully? To 
bring about a change, one has to first focus 
on positives rather than negative goals. A 
positive goal is an action you want to perform; 
a negative goal is something you want to stop 
doing. Rather than saying, “I cannot do this”, try 
rephrasing something as “I have to do this”. Your 
habits are memories of actions you perform in 
particular situations. You cannot learn not to 
do something, so if you focus yourself only on 
stopping old behaviors, you will never develop 
new habits.

If you want to start going to the gym more 

often, it is not enough to say that you want to go 
to the gym. You need to pick the days, the time 
and mostly, your inspiration. Unless you get 
specific, you will have a hard time identifying all 
of the obstacles that will get in your way. Put the 
gym on your calendar on Friday or Saturday or 
both if possible. That is specific enough to give 
you a fighting chance of succeeding.

Success will not come easy, there would 
be days of utmost failure. If your goal was to 
send out ten resumes a week for a new job and 
only five were sent, do not beat yourself up for 
it, rather, congratulate and reward yourself for 
making the effort towards your goal. That will 
give you the energy and stamina to continue 
achieving your initial goal. Be your own 
inspiration. We often offer kindness, praise, 
warmth, and positive feelings to our friends, but 
most people do not speak to themselves that 
way. Commit to offering that same kindness and 
compassion to yourself and within no time, you 
will have achieved what you always wished to.

Time to hit ‘Reset Button’ for 2016
The year 2015 could have been rewarding for many, but for some the year 
gone by probably left them with a nagging feeling that they could have done 
better. Determined to do better this year, they may have made a few New 
Year resolutions. However, from past experience they know that though 
the first two weeks of sticking to resolutions might go along beautifully, 
by February they start backsliding and by the following December they are 

back to where they started from.

As the final hours of 2015 
drew to a close, people 

gathered to bid adieu to a 
year scarred by violence and 
terrorist attacks that had killed 
and maimed many. However, 
terror threats failed to drown the 
spirit or thwart the enthusiasm 
of partygoers around the 
world as they congregated in 
thousands on streets, squares, 
parks and on beaches to ring 
in the New Year.

Celebrations in places 
that had recently witnessed 
attacks were understandably 
muted. In Paris, the scene 
of terrorist attacks in mid-
November, residents rang in 
the New Year with somber, 
scaled-back celebrations. 
Though the usual fireworks 
display in Paris had 
been cancelled, a video 
performance was displayed 
at the Arc de Triomphe 
just before midnight and 
relayed on screens along the 
Champs Elysée. In Brussels, 
authorities called off all 
planned festivities, following 
the discovery of what they 
said was a holiday terror-plot.

However, elsewhere 
around the world, people 
largely ignored any threats 
posed by morally degenerate 
lowlifes and came out in 
throngs to welcome the New 
Year. In Melbourne, Australia, 
where tens of thousands 
gathered to watch 11 tons 
of fireworks light up the 
night-sky, the city’s Lord 
Mayor told residents “Don’t 

let events from around the 
world challenge the way that 
we live.” And, in Sydney, 
which takes seriously its 
position as one of the first 
major cities in the world to 
ring in the New Year, more 
than one million gathered 
along the famed harbor 
to watch a glittery display 
featuring a multicolored 
firework ‘waterfall’ cascading 
off the Harbour Bridge 

and pyrotechnic effects in 
the shapes of butterflies, 
octopuses and flowers.

Though posters in Tokyo 
subways and other public 
places warned people to 
be wary of any suspicious 
parcels or activities, New 
Year’s Eve is Japan’s biggest 
holiday, and people were not 
going to allow measly-minded 
morons to dampen their 
festival spirit. 

Millions crammed into 
trains to visit their families in 
hometowns and down oodles 

of noodles, which symbolize 
longevity, as well as offer 
prayers at neighborhood 
temples. In one of the largest 
gatherings, more than two 
million people joined Brazil’s 
main soiree on Rio de Janeiro’s 
Copacabana Beach, which 
this year had dual themes: the 
100th anniversary of samba 
music and the kickoff to the 
2016 Olympics, which the city 
will host in August. 

Closer to home, in Dubai, 
despite the fire that broke 
out at the prestigious The 
Address Downtown Hotel, 
three separate mega firework 
displays wowed spectators 
around town. The show 
started with nearly two tons of 
fireworks being lit from nearby 
Burj Khalifa, the world’s tallest 
building, which had been 
decked out with 400,000 LED 
lights. Fireworks also lit up the 
sky around the sail-shaped 
Burj Al Arab and later down 
near the Dubai Marina.

New Year revelers unfazed by terror threats
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CRISPR/Cas9: The innovative genome-editing 
system, CRISPR/Cas9, has allowed molecular 
biologists to edit genes with unprecedented 
accuracy, offering the promise not only of greater 
understanding of the genetic machinery but 
also, it is hoped, the ability to fix that machinery 
much more effectively when it goes wrong. This 

new method of genome engineering is derived 
from an adaptive immune system known as 
CRISPR (Clustered Regulatory Interspaced 
Short Palindromic Repeats) that bacteria use as 
a means to protect themselves against foreign 
invasive elements. 

The techniques have thrown up a huge 
number of ethical issues including concerns 
about the creation of designer babies. 
Meanwhile, scientists at Sun Yat-sen University 
in Guangdong, China announced they had 
successfully edited the genome of a human 
embryo. The breakthrough showed that errors 
in DNA that led to a blood disorder, beta 
thalassemia, could be successfully corrected 
in embryos. Gene editing has also been used 
to make mosquitoes resistant to malaria and to 

make pig organs suitable for human transplant. 
Scientists have also used the CRISPR/Cas9 
genome-editing system to excise HIV from 
several human cell lines.

Combating Cancer: One of the most promising 
fields in the fight against cancer, immunotherapy, 
has finally come of age and could be on 
the cusp of revolution. Tumors have for long 
masqueraded as healthy normal tissue to evade 
assault by our immune system that seeks out 
and destroys foreign bodies harmful to the body. 
Immunotherapy aims to stop cancer cells hiding 
and exposes it to the immune system. 

Latest reports from trials in the US suggest 
that immunotherapy can help double lung 
cancer survival rate in some patients. Tumors 
also shrunk in nearly six out of 10 patients with 
advanced melanoma cases. However, the 
remarkable aspect of these stories is that the 
few patients who responded best to treatment 
went from terminal cancer to no cancer at all.

Alzheimer’s held at bay: Solanezumab, a drug 
manufactured by pharmaceutical company 
Eli Lilly, has been found to cut the rate of 
progression of dementia by attacking deformed 

proteins called amyloid, which builds up in the 
brain during Alzheimer’s disease, and cutting 
the death of brain cells by about a third.  

Anti-biotic apocalypse averted: In a sign that the 
‘post-antibiotic era’ could still be averted, a 
team of scientists at Northeastern University 
in Boston, US  and at Bonn in Germany, have 
developed a novel method for growing bacteria 
in soil that has yielded 25 new antibiotics, with 
one termed ‘very promising’. 

The new antibiotic, named teixobactin has 
yet to be tested in people, but it cured mice 
of pneumonia, staph, and blood infections. 
Teixobactin is so different from current 
antibiotics in its functioning that the scientists 
said they hoped germs might never become 
resistant to it. Testing on the drugs is continuing 
to see if they are suitable for medical use.

Baby from frozen 
ovary: A woman 
in Belgium 
became the first 
in the world to 
give birth after 
using ovarian 

tissue that she had frozen when still a child. 
The 27-year-old women, who had her one ovary 
removed at the age of 13, ahead of undergoing 
invasive treatment for sickle cell anemia, had 
four fragments from her frozen ovary re-grafted 
onto her remaining ovary. She then successfully 
gave birth to a baby boy.

Full-face transplant: Surgeons in the US carried 
out the world’s most extensive face transplant 
restoring the face skin, including scalp, ears 
and eyelids on a firefighter who had suffered 
third degree burns. After a marathon 26-hour 
surgery, doctors took the entire face and scalp 
off a donor, who had died in a cycling accident, 
and transplanted it on the recipient.

Breaching blood-brain barrier: Scientists in 
Canada have for the first time breached the 
blood-brain barrier to deliver cancer-fighting 
drugs directly to the brain. A beam of focused 
ultrasound waves caused bubbles, filled with 
gas and chemotherapy drugs and injected into 
the blood stream, to vibrate and push their way 
through the blood-brain barrier. The technique 
has the potential to treat cancer, dementia and 
Parkinson’s disease, but more safety studies 
are still needed. 

HEALTH

Although toys bring joy to kids 
during the holiday season, last 

year about 252,000 children were 
treated in US emergency rooms for 
toy-related injuries. Seventy percent 
of those cases involved children 12 
and younger.

Parents should choose holiday 
toys with care and heed safety 
guidelines from toy manufacturers 
and their pediatricians.

Choose toys that match a child’s 
age, abilities, skills and interest level, 
as giving younger children toys that 
are too advanced for them may put 
them at risk. Also, before buying or 
allowing a child to use a new toy, 
read the instructions carefully.

If children get a new bike, 
skateboard, scooter or other riding 

items, make sure they also get a 
helmet. To reduce the risk of burns 
and electrical shocks, do not buy 
plug-in electrical devices or toys for 

kids younger than 10.
Do not give young children 

toys with pull strings longer than 
12 inches because of the risk of 

strangulation. Also, remove tags, 
strings and ribbons from toys for 
children younger than 8. Be aware 
that young children can also choke 

on small parts in toys or games or 
suffocate on un-inflated or broken 
balloons.

Watch out for button batteries 
and powerful magnets, which can 
cause serious stomach and intestinal 
problems, even death, if swallowed 
by children. Besides toys, these 
batteries and magnets are also used 
in remote controls, musical greeting 
cards and other small electronic 
devices. If a child swallows a 
button battery or magnet, seek 
immediate medical help. Supervise 
the child’s playtime and store toys 
in a designated location, with older 
children’s toys out of the reach of 
little kids. Use a toy box with no lid 
or a lightweight, non-locking lid and 
ventilation holes.

Toy safety top concern for holiday season

2015 - A breakthrough year in healthcare
The year 2015 has seen the emergence of full-fledged gene editing, the rise of immunotherapy and the first hints of a drug capable of 
slowing the pace of Alzheimer’s disease. The new discoveries and technological innovations could herald the dawn of new era that changes 

medicines and healthcare for all of us. Here is a look at some of the breakthrough changes in medicine during the past year.
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Lake Sørvágsvatn is known as the most striking of all 
the Faroe Islands’ lakes. As the star of a clever optical 

illusion, the lake appears as if it is resting hundreds 
of meters above the sea, with the ocean churning 
beneath its placid waters. But nature can be deceiving 

because in reality, Lake Sørvágsvatn is actually no 
more than about 30 meters above sea level. Visit the 
18 rocky, volcanic islands connected by tunnels, ferries, 
causeways and bridges, and view Mother Nature’s 
oddest optical illusion on the island of Vagar. 

With its postcard-perfect valleys surrounded by 
glittering lakes, burbling brooks, rolling hills and 

craggy peaks, the Lake District in England’s northwest 
is quite literally taken out of fairy tales. Each year nearly 
16 million visitors come to the Cumbrian National Park 

for its lake cruises, mountain hikes and awe-inspiring 
sightseeing. For city-dwellers especially, it can seem 
like stepping into a storybook realm of undulating fells, 
whitewashed cottages and stonewalled fields where 
ponies roam.

Must-see 

Magical

destinations

Lake 
Sørvágsvatn

Denmark

Lake District 
England

Forget the past and set the New Year off to a fantastic, 
unforgettable start by spending it somewhere truly 
inspirational. Here are seven destinations that you 
may or may not have heard of, but which you should 

definitely visit once in your lifetime.

If you are not a believer of fairy tales 
then you must set your eyes on the 

Neuschwanstein Castle in Bavaria. 
An enchanting Romanesque Revival 
fortress that rises majestically from the 
Alpine foothills of southwest Bavaria, 
this picture-perfect palace is rumored 
to be the inspiration behind Sleeping 

Beauty’s and Cinderella’s Castle in 
Disneyworld. Straight from the dreams 
of little princesses across the globe, 
this magical palace has everything 
a fairy tale castle should: a romantic 
setting, a glowing limestone facade, 
fanciful turrets and an elaborate interior 
featuring shining suits of armor.

Neuschwanstein Castle 
Germany

These caves look amazingly 
beautiful from the inside. 

The centuries old ice coming 
down the slopes of the glacier 
has metamorphosed into highly 
pressurized glacier ice that 
contains almost no air bubbles. 
The cave is accessible through 
a 22-foot entrance on the 
shoreline. At the end it tapers 
to a tight squeeze no more than 
four feet high. Ice caves are 

in general unstable and can 
collapse at any time. Thus it is 
safer to enter only in winter when 
the cold temperatures harden 
the ice. Even so one could 
hear constant cracking inside 
the cave. It is not because the 
cave would collapse but due 
to the cave moving along with 
the glacier itself. Each time the 
glacier moves a millimeter, loud 
sounds can be heard.

Skaftafell Ice Caves, Iceland

With its undulating roofline 
and warped windows 

and doors, this 4,000 sqm 
building was inspired by the 
fairy tale illustrations of Jan 
Marcin Szancer and the work 
of artist Per Dahlberg. The 
vertigo-inducing building in 
the seaside resort town of 
Sopot houses a shopping 
centre, restaurants and a radio 
station, and draws thousands 
of tourists each year to see the 
modern architectural marvel 
for themselves.

Krzywy Domek
Poland

Sagrada Familia
Spain

With its intricate symbolic sculptures, 
monumental medallion-capped spires and 

wildly imaginative carved facades, the Sagrada 
Familia rises from Barcelona’s urban setting like 
an elaborate Gothic castle ripe with stories and 
secrets. Designed by one of Spain’s most famed 
architects, Antoni Gaudi, the history of this Roman 
Catholic Church and UNESCO World Heritage Site 
is a legend in itself.

Enchanted River
 Philippines

With its tranquil blue waters, palm trees and rock pools, 
this idyllic river in Surigao, Philippines is nothing short of 

paradise. But the Hinatuan River, which runs on the island of 
Mindanao, the second largest and southernmost in the region, 
is no ordinary hideaway. It got its name as the Enchanted 
River because the salt water river seems to have no source.
Due to its close proximity to the sea, some believe the idyll 
was created when seawater flowed through long tunnels and 
caverns deep below the ground, finally resurfacing at the 
spring. The river, considered one of the most beautiful tourist 
attractions in the Philippines flows straight into the Pacific 
Ocean at Hinatuan, Surigaodel Sur.

TRAVEL
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Microsoft has announced that it will be 
informing users if it suspects that a 
government organization is attempting 

to hack into their accounts. The measure 
includes hack attempts on Outlook and 
OneDrive accounts, as well as the standard 
Microsoft Account used to log in to your Xbox or 
a Windows 10 PC.  

Receiving a warning of an attack does not 
necessarily mean that your account has been 

breached, but only that Microsoft has evidence 
that your account has been targeted, and it is 
very important you take additional measures to 
keep your account secure. The company will not 
provide specific information about the identity 
or methods beyond notifying you that it has 
evidence that a nation state has taken an interest 
in your account. Like most other online services, 
Microsoft supports two-factor verification, which 
means that no one will be able to connect to your 

account from a new device without first entering 
a code sent you by email or text message. You 
are also advised to use strong passwords and 
monitor your recent account activity for anything 
that does not match up with your own usage 
patterns. Microsoft’s addition of a warning 
specific to specifically alert users to hacking 
attempts by state-sponsored actors follows the 
implementation of similar measures by Twitter 
and Facebook earlier this year.

Microsoft to warn users of ‘state-sponsored’ hacking attempts

MU-MIMO to arrive in 2016
Ready or not, the Multi-user, multiple-input, multiple-output 

(MU-MIMO) technology for wireless communication is 
set to arrive in 2016. As phones that support MU-MIMO start 
showing up, this updated communication technology could 
make Wi-Fi obsolete and revolutionize the wireless networking 
world forever. Laptops and tablets are also likely to start 
supporting this feature in the immediate future. 

So what is MU-MIMO? Let us start by taking a look at our 
current routers; they are very good at sending and receiving 
data, but only in one direction. In other words, they can only 
talk to one device at a time. If you are getting video streamed 
onto your computer, your router cannot also be streaming 
online video gameplay to a console.

The fact that you can watch a movie on your computer, 
while at the same time your son plays a video game on his 
tablet is because of the router’s ability to very rapidly rattle off 
bits of data to multiple 
devices one after the 
other. This works so 
well that we have never 
noticed any difference, 
unless a large number 
of devices were 
attempting to access 
the same router. 

Enter MU-MIMO, 
which aims to equip the 
router to transmit data 
to multiple devices simultaneously, using separate streams for 
each device, thereby increasing efficiency, making it faster and 
allowing for more interesting network configurations.  MU-MIMO 
is an exciting development because it has a noticeable impact 
on everyday Wi-Fi use without directly changing bandwidth or 
other key factors. It just makes networks much more efficient. 
When using this new standard, you do not need multiple 
antennas sticking out of your router, and have a more stable Wi-
Fi connection for your laptop, phone, tablet, or computer. This 
is particularly noticeable when streaming video or performing 
other demanding tasks. Your Internet speed feels faster and 
more dependable, although it is really just smart networking at 
work. You may also be able to use more devices on your Wi-Fi at 
once, which is handy when friends come over to visit.

MU-MIMO may be great, but it also has a couple limitations 
worth mentioning. Current standards support four devices, but 
add more than that and devices will have to share a stream, 
which brings us back to square one. Also, MU has to juggle 
more information about your devices and channel states than 
previous standards. 

This makes managing and troubleshooting MU networks 
more complicated. While router manufacturers are likely 
to start incorporating the new standard in their upcoming 
models, the technology will probably become main-stream 
only by 2017, when more devices capable of receiving MU-
MIMO signals become the norm.

Amazon on Monday 
reported a record 

competition-shattering 
performance during the past 
Christmas holiday, adding 
more than three million Amazon 
Prime members last week 
alone.

Holiday sales of Prime 
devices more than doubled 
last year’s record number, 
the company said. The Prime 
Now program, which offers 
free two-hour delivery in 
20-cities across the country, 
broke records on Christmas 
Eve, while Prime Video views 
more than doubled over the 
holiday, and Amazon streamed 
a record number of songs 
through Prime Music.

Amazon is tapping into two 
growing consumer trends. 

The first is the understandable 
desire for expedited shipping, 
especially during the holiday 
crush. And, by including 
access to Amazon’s streaming 
services in Prime, the company 
is also tapping into the growing 
demand for flexible access 

to media and entertainment, 
particularly among younger 
consumers. The record-setting 
week included huge increases 
in sales of Amazon’s content 
delivery devices, including 
tablets and set-top boxes 
Amazon noted. The increased 

sales of those devices likely 
contributed to a record number 
of viewers of Amazon’s 
exclusive video and music 
content. The new Fire tablet, 
the Amazon Echo and the 
Fire TV stick were three of the 
top-five items most ordered on 
Christmas Eve.

Amazon’s gross 
merchandise value in the US 
may surpass US$100 billion in 
2015, making it the third largest 
retailer in the country. Bundling 
the music and video services 
with the Prime membership 
Amazon for Fire tablet and 
Amazon Fire TV set top box 
users just helped the company 
use brand loyalty to drive 
demand for its increasingly 
powerful share of entertainment 
content.

Amazon beats previous holiday sales records

Google+ redesigned with focus

on Communities and Collections

Google+ is finally shedding its “social network” pressures 
and becoming the focused, streamlined, and interest-

based destination that many people have always wanted. 
Google recently announced that it had begun the process of 

rolling out a major redesign of Google+, featuring a new, simpler 
look that puts Communities and Collections at the center of 

everything. These are the 
areas of Google+ that its 
most loyal users have stuck 
with and remain deeply 
engaged in, even as other 
features like Hangouts and 
Photos have been broken 
out in hopes of reaching a 

more mainstream audience. With Collections and Communities, 
discovering amazing things is simple: just follow or join whatever 
happens to pique your interests. The service’s home stream has 
also been redesigned, with Google claiming that it is now “easier 
to post, search, connect, and keep up with great content.”

The new Google+ overhaul is available if you opt in, and 
Google says mobile updates are coming soon. Not all features 
have been brought over, so you may have to switch between 
the classic and new views until they both offer all the same 
functionality. 

AVG’s Web TuneUp put millions
of Chrome users at risk

It has emerged that a popular 
tool meant to ward off malware 

contained a flaw that put millions 
of people’s personal data at risk. 

AVG’s ‘Web TuneUp’ software 
is marketed as a free way for 
users to defend themselves 
from ‘hidden threats’. But in mid-
December, Google’s security 
team spotted that it was overriding safety features built into the search 
firm’s Chrome browser. AVG said it had addressed the problem, but it 
now faces repercussions.

Google warned that Web TuneUp was ‘force installing’ a plug-in into 
Chrome, meaning that users of the product had no way to opt out of 
it altering the browser’s settings. As a result, people’s internet history 
and other personal data could be seen by others if they knew where to 
look online. Furthermore, the code could potentially let hackers spy on 
people’s email and other online activities.

AVG confirmed the fact in a statement. “We thank the Google 
Security Research Team for making us aware of the vulnerability with 
the Web TuneUp optional Chrome extension,” it said. “The vulnerability 
has been fixed; the fixed version has been published and automatically 
updated to users.”




