
His Highness was born on 
16 June, 1929 as the fourth 
son of the then Amir 

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
Following the discovery of oil 

in 1939, Kuwait’s geopolitical 
influence in the region and 

on the international scene 
began to grow. It was in 
the wake of these new 
developments in the 
country that the young 
Sheikh Sabah was sent 
abroad by his father 
so that he could have 
wider exposure to 
the international 
arena and hone his 
professional and 
diplomatic skills.

On his return to the country in 1954, 
Sheikh Sabah was assigned to the com-
mittee responsible for restructuring 
various state organizations and, a year 
later, headed the Social Affairs and 
Labor section. This was a time when 
Kuwait’s rapidly growing oil industry 
was attracting large-scale migration 
of population from surrounding areas 
and beyond. The Social Affairs and La-
bor section was tasked with regulating 
the relationship between employee 
and employer, and instituting various 
procedures and policies to improve 
work conditions.

A few years later, Sheikh Sabah was 
appointed to head the department for 
publications. During his tenure in this 
department he introduced

Continued on Page 10
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By Reaven D’Souza
Managing Editor 

Kuwait will neither reduce oil 
production nor intervene in 

controlling prices, Acting Oil min-
ister and Minister of Finance Anas 
Al Saleh told journalists at the side-
lines of the Petroleum Economist 
Kuwait Energy Strategy Forum held 
last week.

Oil prices have been on a free-
fall since mid-2014, dropping below 
$30 dollars a barrel and creating 
huge deficits for oil exporting na-
tions. Kuwait’s oil revenue dropped 
by 45 percent in the first 11 months 
of 2015, with Brent crude prices fall-
ing 22 percent in the same period.

Oversupply of oil has led to 
calls by both OPEC and non-OPEC 
members to cut production so that 
prices may not slide further. Com-
menting on this the minister said “I 
don’t see logic in OPEC cutting pro-
duction while non-OPEC 

Continued on Page 3

On 26 January of this year Kuwait marked with pride the 10th 
anniversary of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s accession as 15th ruler of the State of Kuwait. As 
His Highness the Amir enters the 11th year of his glorious reign, 
we look back at some of the major milestones in an illustrious 

career dedicated to the service of Kuwait and its people.

Right time for
structural reforms

No intent to reduce oil production
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On the occasion of India’s 67th 
Republic Day, the Indian 
Ambassador to Kuwait 

H.E. Sunil Jain hosted a ceremony at 
the embassy premises on Tuesday, 
26 January. Tri-color balloons and 

decorations presented a festive 
atmosphere to the large gathering of 
diplomats, embassy officials, Indian 
community members, and media 
person who had gathered for the event.

Following hoisting of the national 

flag and singing of the national anthem, 
Ambassador Jain read out the Republic 
Day message to the nation by the 
President of India Pranab Mukherjee. 
Then, school children, infused with 
pride in the nation, displayed cultural 

programs that emphasized some of the 
lively and colorful dance arts of India. 
Adults joined in the celebrations by 
rendering patriotic songs that reflected 
the joy and excitement felt by everyone 
present on the occasion.

India celebrates country’s 
67th Republic Day

The Lebanese NGO Inaash, recently 
held an exhibition titled, ‘The Art 

of Palestinian Embroidery: Past, Present 
and Future,’ at the Al Sadu House, from 
25 to 27 January. The three day event was 

a part of the activities of the 22nd Qurain 
Cultural Festival, which is Kuwait’s leading 
arts festival sponsored by the National 
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters. Mia 
Shaheed, deputy president of ‘Reviving the 

Palestinian Camp’ during the exhibition 
expressed her happiness on visiting 
Kuwait for the first time and dealing with 
the Kuwaiti society during the exhibition. 
“The main aim of this association is to 

help preserve and revive the Palestinian 
heritage. All the proceeds of the event will 
go to the association which in turn helps 
support hundreds of Palestinian women.”

The exhibition featured a number 

of items including jewellery, high-end 
color graded cushions, shawls, bags 
and handmade dresses. The ‘Kmanjati’ 
band provided good music as a form of 
entertainment to the audience.

Palestinian exhibition at Sadu House attracts large crowd
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members do not,” adding that Kuwait 
was against controlling prices in any 
unethical way. Regarding meeting of 
OPEC and non-OPEC producers Al Saleh 
said without an agenda there was no 
point in meeting for meeting sake and he 
did not see any dramatic changes in prices 

as a result. “We will continue working as 
per our strategy for 2020 and 2030, and 
continue with heavy investment in the 
oil sector and improve our efficiency and 
boost production as per our plans.”

Al Saleh said efficient producers will 
prevail in the end as in the past OPEC 
has always stepped in and stabilized 
markets by fulfilling shortages due to 

any reason. Kuwait will work towards 
improving efficiency in its oil sector and 
to maximize production, he said adding 
that the policies taken in the last OPEC 
meeting were doing well.

On the bright side of the oil price 
decline, Al Saleh said it was the right 
time to start structural reforms and 
ensure sustainability. He added that 

the parliament would discuss studies 
prepared by the government on how 
to “ration spending” at a meeting on 9 
February, but gave no further details.

Kuwait’s parliament last July 
approved a state budget for the current 
fiscal year, which runs to end-March 
2016, envisaging a deficit of KD8.18 billion 
— nearly half of total spending —because 

of low oil prices. 
The budget for the year that began 

on 1 April, 2015, featured spending of 
KD19.17 billion and revenues of KD12.2 
billion dinars, on the basis of an average 
oil price of $45 a barrel during the year. 

Asked if a $25 a barrel would be the 
price for oil in the 2016-17 budget, Saleh 
told journalists: “Around this figure.”

Little children left an ugly mess of 
black marks on the walls of a power 

transformer in their neighborhood, rather 
than paint over it, a street artist was 
called to paint a mural.

Street Art, which began in response 
to young people’s socio-political 
environment, underwent a change in the 
1970’s and 1980’s to become a true form 
of artistic expression.

The 26-year old street artist Omar Al-
Oraiman revealed to local media that he 
had experienced firsthand how influential 
street art could be in his community 
when he was approached by member of 
Al-Qairwan Cooperative Society, Nasser 
Shlayweeh Al-Mutairi, to paint the power 
transformer that had been vandalized 
by the children. As an amateur artist, 
Al-Oraiman was enthusiastic about the 
endeavor and allowing his art to be seen 
by the public. Moreover, he was happy to 
see this form of art finding its way out 
of New York streets to the world, most 
particularly, to the Gulf country of Kuwait, 
where many street artworks seen here are 
inspired by Kuwaiti tradition and culture.

“I was thrilled to volunteer. It was an 
opportunity that was given to me not 
only to express myself through art but 
also to introduce a sense of responsibility 
and volunteerism into the little kids who 
were watching me the whole time I was 
turning the very wall they had destroyed 
into a beautiful piece of art,” he said. 
Al-Oraiman highlighted the purpose 

of his performance, “It was a powerful 
life lesson for all of us, and it was learnt 
through art, most particularly street art, 
because it can be seen and appreciated 
by everyone on the street.” Al-Oraiman’s 
little project brought people together, 
the government, the artist and the kids, 
for the best interest of their community. 
“And that’s how influential the message 
of street art is,” he concluded.

Abdullah Al-Enezi, another street 
artist, chose graffiti for its “unlimited and 
open creativity”.  The 24-year old artist 
expressed his respect for public property 
and said he would not paint on any wall 
unless it was asked of him; otherwise, he 
would paint on abandoned properties. 
After many years of having the ‘gang’ 
stigma attached to this art form, graffiti is 

getting the respect it deserves. Surprisingly, 
the street art scene in Kuwait has become 
‘progressive’, highlighted Fay Al-Homoud, 
founder of Q8streetart. Understanding 
that local artists needed support and 

recognition, Al-Homoud, driven by the 
passion for this art form which she 
acquired during her travels, decided in 
2012 to create Q8streetart on Instagram, a 
local platform to document and showcase 

Kuwait street art.  “My efforts are not only 
focused on showcasing artwork as I am 
equally passionate about bringing the artist 
to the forefront,” Al-Homoud said. Adding 
that because of the progressive scene of 
street art, it has been admirably accepted 
in the country. “Corporate vendors such 
as banks and telecom companies as well 
as other establishments use street art in 
their numerous events and launches,” she 
added. 

Street artists are very respectful 
of public properties, and to avoid the 
labeling of this expression of art as 
vandalism, artists are well aware of the 
restrictions, rules and regulations set by 
the municipality. She elucidated, “It is not 
considered vandalism, if an artist creates 
a public piece after acquiring all required 

Kuwaiti street artists thriving in the graffiti art scene

Kuwait Energy Strategy Forum at Kuwait Sheraton

 Iraqi Oil Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi, Kuwaiti Oil and Finance Minister Anas al-Saleh and Deputy Chairman 
and CEO at Kuwait Petroleum Corporation Nizar al-Adasani take part in the Kuwaiti Energy Strategy Forum 
in Kuwait City on 26 January. The one-day oil conference gathered oil delegations from Iraq and Kuwait.

Iraqi Oil Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi and Kuwaiti Oil and Finance Minister Anas al-Saleh arrive for the 
Kuwaiti Energy Strategy Forum. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi gives a speech during the Kuwaiti Energy 
Strategy Forum in Kuwait City. 

Kuwaiti Oil and Finance Minister Anas al-Saleh gives a speech 
during the Kuwaiti Energy Strategy Forum in Kuwait City. 

Deputy Chairman and CEO at Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, 
Nizar al-Adasani gives a speech during the Kuwaiti Energy 
Strategy Forum in Kuwait. OPEC members Kuwait and Iraq 
said that the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
will not cut production to boost prices unless other 
producers reduce their production.

Right time for structural reforms
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Zain, the leading 
telecommunications company 
in Kuwait, announced its official 

sponsorship of Winterland Carnival. 
The outdoor event, which comes in 
partnership with the Public Authority for 
Youth and Sport, offers an opportunity to 
enjoy the winter season from 24 January to 
1 March in Mubarak Al Abdullah area from 
10am to 10pm. 

Winterland Carnival offers visitors a 
wide range of fun and exciting activities, 
including Kuwait’s first outdoor ice skating 

rink, horse carriage rides, air balloon 
challenges, life-size foosball and much 
more. 

Zain will be present at the carnival 
through its dedicated booth, where the 
company will showcase its latest offers 
and services to customers and visitors. 
Winterland Carnival will also witness the 
hosting of many street performers, as well 
as feature a food and restaurants lounge 
area. Moreover, many local and home 
businesses will showcase their products 
and services through the booths area. 

Zain announces official 
sponsorship of Winterland Carnival

ALARGAN hosts
green building

knowledge-sharing session

Sustainability focused real estate developer 
ALARGAN International Real Estate Company 

hosted a knowledge sharing session with experts 
from the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
(KISR) on 20 January, 2016, at the company’s 
headquarters within the ARGAN Business Park in 
the Shuwaikh Free Trade Zone. With discussions 
and a tour focused on ALARGAN International’s 
headquarters – Kuwait’s only LEED Platinum 
Certified building, and located within the ARGAN 
Business Park – the session was organized as a part 
of the Company’s commitment to sustainability, 
with an objective of passing on expert knowledge 
on the construction and management of sustainable 
buildings to members of the scientific research 
organization.

The session comprised over 25 qualified engineers 
and specialist doctors from KISR – including the 
Energy & Building Research Center – discussing 
international standards of sustainability and 
technical management in green buildings with 
ALARGAN Project Management’s team of skilled 
engineers and architects. The session focused on 
several touch-points regarding better management 
and enhancement of Kuwait’s energy needs and 
challenges, including a live tour of the ARGAN 
Business Park and the LEED certified headquarters 
located within it.

Beyond discussions of green building construction 
and management, the interactive session witnessed 
rich discussions regarding the nation’s energy demands 
and Kuwait’s future sustainability strategy (2030). 

Melwin Fernandes, an Indian national, who 
had served eight months prison in Kuwait for 

unknowingly carrying a banned substance into Kuwait, 
which was given to him by a friend’s wife in India, was 
recently declared innocent by the Kuwait Court. 

Melwin was arrested at the Kuwait airport on 
9 February, 2014 for possessing huge quantities of 
tramadol, used as a painkiller 
and banned in Kuwait.

After 8 months in jail 
Melwin was granted bail in 
October, 2014 pending trial. 
However with persistent 
efforts by his wife Carol and 
community members and 
with the help of authorities, 
Melwin was able to prove 
his innocence. The Indian embassy has repeatedly 
informed all Indian nationals to refrain from carrying 
parcels without knowing the content or verifying the 
sender’s identity. Melwin’s case was one among many, 
who unknowingly carry parcels for friends or relatives 
containing banned substances. 

Melwin was declared innocent by both courts of 
Kuwait and is therefore able to return back to resume 
employment in the country.

Indian national Melwin 
Fernandes declared innocent
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Young and energetic 
Kozhikode district collector, 
Prashanth Nair, has achieved 

somewhat of an iconic status among 
residents of the district with his form 
of participatory and transparent 
governance.

Kozhikode formerly known as 
Calicut is the second largest city 
in Kerala and is one among the 14 

districts of the state. The city has 
age-old trade ties with the Arab 
world and Portuguese explorer 
Vasco Da Gama landed first in this 
port city in 1498.

Prashanth Nair was the chief 
guest during his visit to Kuwait to 
attend the Kozhikode Fest 2016 

celebrations held by members of the 
district to promote culture and art.

Speaking to The Times Kuwait in 
an exclusive interview, Prashanth 
Nair or more fondly called Collector 
Bro, points out that he is doing 
nothing new in his governance 
strategies except putting theory into 
practice.  “Participatory governance 
is the way forward and we can only 
hope for times when we have more 
people participating and getting 
involved in governance.”

Since taking over a year ago, 
Prashanth has been credited with 
many social welfare schemes that 
involve public and government 
including the most popular 
‘Operation Sulaimani’ to ensure 
food for the needy.

Named after the iconic spiced 
tea of the region, Operation 
Sulaimani is aimed at making the 
city hunger free, it is a decentralised 
participatory project to address 
hunger in urban areas. Beneficiaries 
of the project are people who are 
in the city and cannot afford to buy 
a meal for whatever reason. They 
can be a destitute person without 
money, a student who lost her lunch 
box or a traveller who finds that he 
does not have enough money in his 
wallet. Meal coupons distributed by 
the project are honored by several 
restaurants in the city and the 
person is treated like any other guest. 
The coupons are then reimbursed 
from an account maintained by the 
implementing agency.

Prashanth’s attempt to reach 
out and seek participation from the 
residents of the district has resulted 
in outstanding results. The Facebook 
page ‘Collector Kozhikode’ that he 
personally handles has more than 
170,000 followers. 

Social media is the way forward, 
he says adding that the people 
have responded positively with an 
excellent response. “You can’t go 
just by traditional governance and 
administration, and social media, 
as an addition to existing forum 
to reach out to people, is yielding 
excellent results.”

Just recently he managed the 
envious task of getting the public 
to clean a huge pond by themselves 
in exchange for a plate of tempting 
biryani. When he announced proudly 
on his official Facebook page that 
people coordinated to cleanse the 
14-acre Pisharikavu pond in Koyilandy 
of water hyacinth and slush — a feat 
that he describes as not that easy, 
it was the participatory governance 

he spoke about. Crowd-funded 
campaigns like these are giving him 
an almost cult-like following in the 
district. Prashant has brought with 
him a lot of energy and drive that 
the young generation are easily 
identifying with. 

On whether he is facing resistance 
with such an innovative format of 
governance he quips, “People who 
are scared of transparency and speed 
in administration have a problem,” 
but he is quick to add that resistance 
will be subdued in due course when 

the benefits are seen.
On his future scope of action, 

Prashanth indicates that his 
utmost priority is to take care of 
the weakest sections of society. 
“People with mental health, the 
destitute, orphanages and old-age 
homes all need support,” he says. 
Making people more compassionate 
in the new generation, where 
everyone seems to be self-centered 
is a challenge, the government has 
a role in giving leadership to these 
initiatives, he adds.

DIMENSIONS

Serving the people makes 
Prashanth Nair a local hero

Collector Bro’s 
innovative approach 

to governance

Making people more compassionate 
in the new generation, where 
everyone seems to be self-centered, 

is a challenge.
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Vietnam embassy hosts reception to mark 40 years
of Kuwait –Vietnam diplomatic relations

The Vietnamese Embassy 
marked the 40th anniversary 

of diplomatic relations with Kuwait,  
Ambassador of Vietnam to Kuwait 
H.E. Professor Dr. Nguyen Hong Thao 
hosted a reception at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel on 27 January. Members of 
the diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti officials, 
Vietnamese nationals and the media 
attended the function.

A photo exhibition was organized 
that displayed the major events 
marking Kuwait-Vietnam diplomacy, 
including images of an official visit 
to Vietnam by then Kuwaiti Prime 
Minister H.H. Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammed Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah in 

May 2007. The official visit to Kuwait 
by Prime Minister of Vietnam H.E. 
Nguyen Tan Dzung in March 2009 

and the official inauguration of the 
Embassy in Kuwait in 2003 were also 
portrayed in the exhibition.

Hayatt, a part of Ruqayah 
Abdulwahab Alqatami Breast 

Cancer Foundation, in collaboration 
with The Grey Gallery organized their 
4th Annual bazaar at the Sheraton 
Hotel to raise money for patients 
suffering from breast cancer.  

During the two-day exhibition, 27 
and 28 January, visitors experienced 
the joy of shopping and supporting 
a good cause - enabling expatriate 
breast cancer patients to afford 
medication and treatment. Another 
part of Hayatt’s campaign is to 
improve breast cancer awareness 
and spread the importance of early 

detection. The exhibition featured 
many prominent brands showcasing 
products interesting to the tastes of 
Kuwaiti residents. 

Booths displayed an assortment 
of colorfully vibrant clothing and 
accessories, beautiful furs, and 

household cutlery. In the sea of 
fancy fashion and shiny ornaments, 
other miscellaneous items sold 
including beauty products and 
shoes.

Finance Director at the Ruqayah 
Abdulwahab Alqatami Breast Cancer 
Foundation, Mona Alghanim, in an 
interview with The Times Kuwait, 

said, “I am extremely grateful to 
everyone who attended and would 
like to extend my gratitude to all 
who have contributed to our noble 
cause. The exhibition supports the 
Hyatt foundation which sponsors 
the treatments of several expatriate 
breast cancer patients living in 
Kuwait.”

Crediting her mother for 
inspiring her to oversee this cause, 
she elaborated, “My nephew had 
a brain tumor and he had to go to 
Los Angeles for treatment, which 
took a year, but he did not survive. 
My mother was motivated from 
the experience, realizing that there 
were people who couldn’t afford 
the expensive cancer treatments, to 
start the organization, which I now 
manage.” 

On how the experience working 
with the organization has changed 
her life, she reveals candidly, “I am 
more aware of what is happening 
around me, more empathetic 
and I want do more for those less 
fortunate.” She hopes that the 
organization will continue to do 
more for breast cancer patients and 
survivors.

Exhibition successfully raises
funds for breast cancer patients

Bahrain Exchange Company (BEC), 
specialists in worldwide money 

transfers and currency exchange, has 
announced on 24 January the launch 
of its new brand ambassador – Bob, 
Your BEC Buddy.

As the new friendly face of BEC, 
Bob’s role as brand ambassador is to 
be the customers BEC Buddy providing 
his guarantee they will receive great 
rates and customer service with every 
transaction undertaken across its 
network of over 40 retail branches 
in Kuwait. Bob, a strong yet trusted 
and friendly character, who embodies 
BEC’s core values of Care, Trust and 
Efficiency, will feature in branch, 
online and through social media 
communicating BEC’s money transfer 
and currency exchange products and 
services to the public. 

The creation of Bob is a global 
initiative led by BFC Group Holdings, 
the parent company of BEC, Bahrain 
Financing Company in Bahrain, BFC 
Forex in India and BFC Exchange in the 
United Kingdom and Malaysia. The 
unveiling of its new brand character 
is in conjunction with its recently 
renewed vision ‘To be the prominent 
money service company that fully 
engages with its customers, keeping 
money flowing across borders’.  With 
a history dating back to 1917, when 
BFC in Bahrain first began trading in 
gold bullion and currency exchange, 
the Group has built a strong and 
trustworthy brand that customers 

rely on to send money worldwide and 
exchange foreign currency at great 
rates.  

Whilst maintaining its roots, the 
arrival of Bob signifies the company’s 
strategy to strengthen its brand in 
its current markets and make it a 
key player as it expands into newer 
territories. 

Commenting on the launch of 
Bob, Ebrahim Nonoo, Managing 
Director and CEO of BFC Group 
Holdings said, “Our objectives when 
creating a brand ambassador were 
to develop a character that could 
convey our brand story, embrace our 
ethics and be engaging for both our 
customers and employees. Being 
part of a highly competitive and 
dynamic industry, with frequent new 
entrants into the market, we must 
continually seek ways to reinforce our 
brand position as a trusted money 
service provider that cares about our 
customers. We believe that Bob is the 
ideal ambassador to represent our 
company and elevate our brand to the 
next level.”

BEC has over 40 branches across 
Kuwait and specializes in sending 
money around the globe safely and 
quickly to over 54,000 locations in 
30 countries, through its own money 
transfer product – EzRemit.  Its 
global reach is extended to over 200 
countries through its partnership 
with MoneyGram an international 
remittance company.  

BEC reveals new brand character
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Residents of Kuwait can now apply 
for visas to Hungary at a new Visa 
Application Centre for the Embassy of 

Hungary in the city. Applicants can visit the VFS 
Global centre to submit visa applications and 
enrol for biometrics in a centrally-located and 
comfortable environment. 

Kuwait is the second country in the Middle 
East, after the United Arab Emirates, from 
where applicants can apply for a visa to Hungary. 
Similar centres in Saudi Arabia and Bahrain are 
expected to be launched in the coming months. 

The centre is located at 1st floor, Albanwan 
Building, Ali Al-Salem Street, Al-Qiblah Area 
(opposite Kuwait Central Bank), Kuwait City. 
Services at this location commenced from 25 
January 2016. 

The Kuwait City centre caters to the 
growing needs of outbound travellers from the 
country. With Hungary emerging as a popular 
destination, travellers will find the centre easily 
accessible and convenient.

VFS Global has been operating visa processing 
services in Kuwait since 2005, and today serves 

11 client governments in the country.
Speaking at the launch, Ambassador of 

Hungary to Kuwait H.E. Mihály Baye said, 
“We are proud of the fast growing number of 
foreign citizens visiting our country every year 

and deeply believe that the excellent travel 
and leisure offers of our tour operators, hotels, 
restaurants and the wide choice of attractions 
will encourage more and more Kuwaitis to visit 
Hungary. I can assure you that Hungary does 

not only wholeheartedly welcome the Kuwaiti 
visitors but also offers them a very safe, secure 
and stable environment. We are pleased by the 
very positive reports of Kuwaiti citizens who 
visited Hungary recently and I hope they will 
encourage their relatives and friends to come to 
us soon. Our Embassy will do its utmost to offer 
excellent visa services to the applicants and I am 
confident that our partnership with VFS Global 
will become an added value and a great success.”

The key features of the centre include: 
• Professional staff with local language 

capability to handle queries and applications
• Automated queue governance for smooth 

flow of applicants 
• Dedicated website for easy access to 

information including visa categories, 
requirements, check-list and applicable fees 

• 100 percent secure handling of passports, 
documents and personal information

• Door-step delivery of passports
• Premium Lounge for personalised and 

comfortable service.

Hungary Visa Application Centre opens in Kuwait

Oryx Rotana Doha, the first 
footprint in Qatar of Rotana 

Hotel Management Corporation, the 
leading hotel management company 
in the Middle East and North Africa, 
received three favorite awards at 
the FACT Dining Awards Doha 2015. 
The hotel successfully captured the 
hearts of the city’s bloggers and 
residents and bagged three awards: 
Favorite International Restaurant 
(Choices Restaurant), Favorite 
Spanish Restaurant (The Cellar) 
and Favorite Chinese Restaurant 
(Chi’Zen).

Rotana had opened its first 
hotel, Oryx Rotana in Doha, five 
years ago, and the 400-room 
hotel creates the perfect lodging 
experience for both business and 
leisure visitors. Oryx Rotana’s prime 
location is conveniently situated, 
providing various entertainment and 

shopping facilities.  Catering largely 
to business travelers, it provides 
its customers with the latest high-
tech facilities including nine fully-
equipped meeting rooms with the 
latest in audio-visual equipment, 
two ballrooms and a dedicated 
professional team on hand to aid 
in hosting business events and 
meetings. 

Alongside the high-tech meeting 
facilities, innovative leisure services 
such as a fully-fledged fitness center, 
Jacuzzi, steam room, sauna, swimming 
pool, and massage rooms, Oryx 
Rotana provides guests the ultimate 
spaces to unwind and stay fit. 

For visitor’s interested in 
sampling distinct flavors, a variety 
of delicious cuisine types are present 
in various dining establishments to 
suit every guest’s palate and dining 
needs. 

Oryx Rotana wins favorite 
awards at the FACT 

Dining Awards Doha 2015

Kozhikode District 
Association (KDA) 

Kuwait organized its 6th 
Anniversary celebrations - 
‘Kozhikode Fest 2016’ on 29 
January at the Indian Central 
School, Abbassiya. 

Indian Ambassador 
to Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain 
inaugurated the event, in 
the presence of the chief 
guest, Kozhikode District 
Collector Prasanth Nair 
I.A.S. and other eminent 
personalities, including 
prominent social-worker 
from Kozhikode Adv. 
Sreejith, Indian Embassy Dy. 
Chief of Mission Subhashis 
Goldar, KDA President 
Ramdas Chilamban, General 
Secretary Abdul Najeeb 
T.K. and members of the 
Association.  

Attendance of the 
Kozhikode Collector was a 
highlight of the function, 
as Mr. Nair is known for his 
leadership in humanitarian 

activities, which represents 
the core objectives of the 
Association. His ongoing 
campaign ‘Compassionate 
Kozhikode’ conveys a 

kind hearted message to 
the society on showing 
compassion to people in 
distress. 

This year, KDA instituted 

an award in memory of late 
legend Gireesh Puthenchery, 
who made many great 
contributions to the 
Malayalam film industry.  
The award was presented 
to popular Indian playback 
singer Najim Arshad in 
recognition of his talent and 
performance in the music 
arena. 

As part of KDA 
celebrations, Najim Arshad 
headlined a musical 
concert along with singers 
Saleel and Geo supported 
by stage artists Preethi 
Warrier, Ambika Ragesh and 
other well-known singers. 
‘Patturumal’ fame Mammali 
introduced a regional twist 
to the line up with a variety 
of mappila songs whiel 
other talented artists of 
the Association provided 
a variety of entertainment 
items all of which helped 
create a memorable evening 
for the audience. 

KDA holds grand Kozhikode Fest 2016
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   D I N I N G  I N  K U W A I T
For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 

http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at dining@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

Abou El Sid is located near the entrance to Green Island on 
the Arabian Gulf Road. For more information, call 2226 4525, 

visit www.abouelsid.com 

Abou El Sid 
Breakfast served

Egyptian style

FOOD

Tip
s

To avoid burning garlic while 
sautéing, slice rather than 
mince.

After cutting corn off the cob, use 
the back side of the knife to scrape 
the cob again to extract the sweet 
milk left behind. This milk adds 
flavor and body to any corn dish.

For best results when you 
are baking, leave butter and 
eggs at room temperature 
overnight.

If you find vegetables lurking in the fridge at the end of the week and are unsure of 
what to do with them, then there is a perfect way to solve that problem – soup. To 

prepare a delicious soup, keep the following points in mind.

soup rightGet your

Base: A good base ensures every soup starts well. 
Begin with a medium onion and chop in a few basic 
vegetables, possibly a combination of a carrot, one stick 
of celery and one leek, to give a rounded flavor. Heat a 
knob of butter and drop in the chopped vegetables, stir 
and cover with the lid. Cook with an occasional stir for 
15 to 20 minutes to soften.

Spicing: A pinch of spice can work wonders in most soups. 
Cumin is a great all rounder, giving an earthy taste to 
almost all soups. For a Thai flavor, add fresh garlic, 
ginger and ground coriander. For Indian, add a pinch 
of cumin, turmeric and fenugreek or garam masala. 
Tomato soups can take on a Mexican or Spanish feel 
with a pinch of sweet smoked paprika. Do not be shy to 
combine your spices, if you add somewhere between a 
pinch and a teaspoon, they will not take over but rather 
give you a depth of flavor. 

Thickening: If you prefer a smooth textured or hearty 
soup, then some type of thickener is required. Adding 
a peeled medium potato at the beginning with the 
other base vegetables or coating the vegetables with 
a spoonful of flour before adding the stock can do the 
trick. 

Stock: A good stock is another key essential when making 
soup. It is always good to have some stored in the 
freezer. If you have not got time or simply do not have 
homemade stock, buy a good quality one from the 
supermarket.

The main ingredient: If you want a particular ingredient 
to shine, then add more but not enough to spoil your 
meal. If adding spinach, then make sure it is added a 
few minutes before the end to ensure it stays vibrant 
and tasty.

Blending: It is up to you to decide whether to blend the 
soup or not. A leek and potato soup can be more tasty 
if blended and a few finely sliced bits of leek added 
minutes before the end gives it a little texture. If you 
are not planning to blend, cut chunks into no more 
than bite-sized pieces, to make it easy to eat.

Garnishing: Sprinkling finely sliced spring onions, a few 
croutons or a handful of chopped herbs make a great 
finish along with giving a great taste. Likewise, a drizzle 
of cream or a dollop of crème fraîche and a grind of 
black pepper gives a restaurant touch if you are serving 
it to friends.

In a large stock pot, combine one can of chicken 
broth, one can tomato juice, one cup water, one 

large diced potato, two sliced carrots, two stalks 
diced celery, one can undrained chopped tomatoes, 
one cup green beans, and one cup corn kernels. 
Season with salt, pepper and add creole seasoning 
to taste. Bring to a boil and simmer for 30 minutes 
or until all vegetables are tender and then serve.

      Vegetable soup

The interior ambiance and beautiful 
voice of legendary Om Kalthoum 
transports you to the streets of Old 
Cairo while the scents wafting from 
the kitchen will leave you wanting to 
order every single item on the menu. 

From authentic décor to the 
incredible music serenading you while 
you eat, everything at Abou El Sid is 
very Egyptian. Offering an extensive 
list of deliciously fresh breakfast items 
to choose from, the dish combinations 
are seemingly endless.

The Fried Eggs with Foul prepared 
the Egyptian way is simply perfect, 
with rightly seasoned and tangy foul 

enhancing the freshness of Fava beans. 
Also on the menu is the Abou El Sid’s 
rendition of a Scotch Egg – the Abou 
El Sid Taameya, a falafel containing a 
boiled egg.

The regular Taameya, crispy and 
brown on the outside with a sprinkle 
of roasted sesame seeds, and vibrant 
green on the inside is also not to be 
missed. The sides of Tahini, Kishk 
with Yogurt, Bessara, and a Yogurt 
Cucumber dip, add to the breakfast 
offerings. Also on the menu are 
scrambled eggs, as well as a potato 

mash with boiled egg yolk on top that 
is simply creamy and delectable.

For cheese fans there are spicy 
White Cheese, Roumi Cheese, and 
the Falamanki Cheese combination 
in mini-makeshift-sandwiches. 
Roumi, for those who are not familiar 
with Arabic cuisine, is the Egyptian 
rendition of the Italian Parmesan, 
while the Falamanki can be likened to 
the Dutch Edam. 

To get the true Egyptian experience, 
end your breakfast with Fetir Mishaltit. 
Fetir is a pastry that resembles 
something between a chapatti and 
a croissant, with an almost endless 
topping combination of honey, jam, 
mixed nuts and cream. To get an 
even better taste, combine almost 
equal parts of unseasoned tahini and 
molasses, dip the Fetir in this and enjoy.

Marriott hotels in Kuwait are offering their guests 
an exciting array of accommodation and dining 

promotions, which include offers to GCC nationals and 
residents discounts of up to 30 percent on rooms and suites 
at JW Marriott Kuwait City, Courtyard by Marriott Kuwait 
and Residence Inn by Marriott Kuwait City. In addition, the 
package also includes complimentary buffet breakfast, 
free WIFI, and free meals for children under 6 years and 50 
percent discount for kids between 6 and 12 years old.
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Under the patronage of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 

Al-Sabah, the Indian Doctors Forum 
(IDF) Kuwait, the association of 
Indian doctors in Kuwait, held their 
12th Doc Fest on 29 January at the 
Regency Hotel. 

Dignitaries who graced the 
occasion with their presence 
included the Chief Guest for the 
evening, Deputy Minister of Amiri 
Diwan Affairs H.E. Sheikh Ali Jarrah 
Al Sabah, Advisor at H.H. the 
Prime Minister’s Diwan Dr. Sheikha 
Rasha Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, Indian 
Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Sunil 
Jain and President of Kuwait Medical 
Association (KMA) Dr. Mohammed 
Al Mutairi.

The 12th anniversary celebrations 
included a spectacular cultural 
show titled ‘Incredible India 2016’ 
in addition to the launch of the 
annual IDF Health Guide, which this 
year was on the topic of ‘Medical 
Emergencies’.

Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah, who 
attended on behalf of H.H. the Amir, 
inaugurated the event by conveying 
the good wishes from H.H. the Amir 
to the Indian Doctors Forum and to 
the Indian community at large. He 
said, “Historical ties between Kuwait 

and India have been based on strong 
friendship. The Indian Doctors 
Forum has further strengthened 
that bond of friendship through 
the various community welfare and 
social activities.” 

Congratulating IDF members on 
their 12th year anniversary, Sheikh 
Jarrah added, “The contribution 
of the Indian doctors towards the 
establishment and development of 
the health care system in Kuwait is 

praise worthy. The services provided 
by the Indian nurses and technicians 
are also commendable.” He went 
on to note that Kuwait is expanding 
its infrastructure in health care and 
we look forward to more and more 
Indian health professionals joining 
us in the future. 

Presenting a copy of the annual 
IDF Health Guide to Ambassador 
Jain, Sheikh Jarrah said “Today it 
gives me great pleasure in releasing 
the 12th edition of IDF Health Guide 
titled ‘Emergency Medicine’. The 

annual medical guide is treasure of 
knowledge aimed at educating and 
spreading health awareness among 
the public.” Pointing out that the 
Health Ministry had launched a 
national life-saving campaign aimed 
at boosting public awareness about 
first aid practices, he said, “I am sure 
that this guide will further assist in 
achieving that goal.” 

Speaking on the occasion, 
President of the Indian Doctors 

Forum Dr. Vinod Grover expressed 
his appreciation for His Highness 
the Amir’s sponsorship and his 
support to Indian doctors and Indian 
community in general. Addressing 
the gathering, Ambassador Jain 
lauded the “positive” role of the 
Indian Doctors Forum in boosting 
bilateral ties.

For her part, Dr. Rasha Hmoud 
Al-Sabah praised the long standing 
relationship between India and 
Kuwait, and encouraged more 
cooperation and exchange of 

expertise between the two countries 
in the field of medicine. She also 
extolled IDF for their successful 
endeavors.

Following the awarding of 
mementos to the distinguished 
guests, the ‘Incredible India 2016’ 

cultural program then showcased 
unique aspects of Indian dance and 
cinema heritage.  

Opening the program was a show 
of classical dances – Mohiniyattam, 
Bharatanatyam and Kathak by 
accomplished performers. The next 
segment dived into resonant sounds 
of folk dances such as Bhangra, 

Lambadi, Garba Rajasthani Gummar 
and others. Dancers with proficiency 
in rhythm and flair represented 
the dances made popular through 
the cinema medium of Bollywood, 
Tollywood and Koollywood, 
mesmerizing the audience.  The 

finale presented a fashion show 
highlighting the colorful, vibrant 
array of dresses from India. 

The ‘Incredible India 2016’ bought 
together a diverse group of dancers 
and choreographers, who created a 
masterful exhibition of Indian music 
and dance practices, highlighting the 
variety of Indian traditions.  

LOCAL

IDF Doc Fest releases 12 Health guide with grand celebration 

Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al Sabah
Dr. Sheikha Rasha 

Al-Humoud Al-Sabah Dr. Vinod Grover
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personal rapport with diplomats worldwide 
and his strong standing with the international 
diplomatic community that Kuwait was able to 
garner overwhelming global support for Kuwait 
against the vicious Iraqi invasion of 1990. And, 
this support was reflected in the unanimous 
UN Security Council (UNSC) decision 670 on 2 
August, 1990 that condemned the Iraqi invasion 
and called for the immediate and unconditional 
withdrawal of all Iraqi troops from Kuwait.

In addition to his post as foreign minister, 
Sheikh Sabah has also at various periods been 
Acting Minister in the Ministry of Oil and 
Finance, Ministry of Information and Ministry 
of Interior. With his multifaceted experience 
in various domains it was no surprise that in 
2003 he was entrusted as the Prime Minister. 
In 2006, following the demise of the late Amir 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al- Sabah, on 26 January, 
the National Assembly held a special session 
during which Sheikh Sabah was 
constitutionally sworn in as the 
15th Amir of the State of Kuwait.

Since his ascension, His 
Highness the Amir has taken 
thoughtful and judicious 
decisions that have resulted in 
the best outcome for the nation 
and its people. Despite repeated 
challenges on the domestic, 
regional and international levels, 
His Highness has proven time 
and again his immense ability to 
overcome obstacles hindering 
the path of peace, stability and 
progress for Kuwait, the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries and for nations around 
the world. His Highness’s strategy 
is centered on supporting people 
and countries to cooperate with 
each other so as to progress 
economically, socially and 
culturally in a peaceful manner. 
At the Arab Summit for Economic 
and Social Development, which 
was held in Kuwait in early 2009, is 
Highness announced an initiative 
for supporting and encouraging small and 
medium enterprises with an estimated capital of 
$2 billion and pledged $500 million as Kuwait’s 
contribution to this initiative.

A firm advocate of the power and importance 
of Arab solidarity, and the importance of 
discussion and dialogue in overcoming conflict 
and disagreement, His Highness, has taken on 
numerous conciliatory and mediatory roles. The 
distinguished role and tireless efforts exerted 
by the Amir in tackling challenges and issues 
faced by regional and Arab nations has realized 
historical reconciliations, bridged differences and 
created a positive environment for interaction 
between the brotherly states.

It was this belief in reconciliation and a 
broader vision for Kuwait that led His Highness 
to deliver one of his historical addresses to the 

nation in which he said,”…I call upon you to 
adopt a new approach in political work and a 
new vision in national work based on anticipating 
the future without denying the past, looking 
for internationalism without abandonment 
of locality, being keen to modernization with 
a grip of originality to position our nation 
among nations applying the reasons of civil 
advancement within a frame of fixed values and 
principles to which the Kuwaitis were brought up, 
one generation after the other.” 

His Highness has always been known for 
his compassion and generosity. In the wake of 
enormous efforts exerted by Kuwait to host 
the two Syrian Donor Conferences in 2013 and 
2014, and His Highness’s generous contribution 
of a total of US$800 million to relieve the 
humanitarian situation of displaced Syrian 
people, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
announced in 2014 that Kuwait is “an international 

humanitarian center” and its Amir 
is a global “humanitarian leader”.

Delivering his statement on the 
occasion of being felicitated by 
the United Nations, in September 
2014, as ‘Humanitarian Leader’, 
His Highness the Amir expressed, 
“appreciation for the gracious and 
unprecedented gesture towards 
the people and government of 
my country Kuwait, and towards 
me personally.” He went on to 
say that the honor bestowed 
upon him was a tribute to all the 
people of Kuwait, in appreciation 
of their longstanding and 
ongoing benevolence in providing 
humanitarian assistance to all 
needy countries, regardless 
of their geographic location, 
religious beliefs or ethnic origins. 

Throughout his 10-year reign 
His Highness the Amir oversaw 
the handing out of many other 
relief aid, grants and loans worth 
tens of millions to nations around 
the world, particularly to the 
Palestinians and impoverished 

countries in Africa and Asia. In recent years, 
His Highness the Amir’s vision of transforming 
Kuwait into a financial and cultural hub in the 
region has resulted in numerous projects being 
developed or in the pipeline. 

His Highness’ abiding love for his people 
and country was most evident when, on 26 
June, 2015, after terrorists viciously attacked 
the Imam Al-Sadiq mosque in Kuwait City, 
he personally arrived on the scene to oversee 
rescue and relief efforts, and emotionally said 
that the innocent victims were more than 
martyrs, “those are my children.” Saying that 
national unity is a protective fence for the 
security of the nation, His Highness added, 
“This incident targets our internal front, our 
national unity,”…  “But this is too difficult for 
them and we are much stronger than that.”

LOCAL

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

Members, officers and 
advisers of Teachers 
Specialists Organization 

in Kuwait held its 3rd induction of 
officers and oath taking ceremony on 
Friday night at Swiss-Belhotel in Kuwait 
City and graced by the Philippine 
Ambassador Renato Pedro Villa, 
Consul General Atty. Raul Dado, and 
Labor Attaché Atty. Cesar Chavez Jr.

Honesto Doctolero Jr. and 
Hazel Lagundi introduced the 
guest speakers for the night. In 
his speech, the Philippine Envoy 
reminisced about his teachers and 
how much they had influenced his 
educational upbringing, before 
lauding teachers for their roles in the 

noblest of professions. He offered 
congratulations to both the previous 
set of officers and the new inductees, 
urging them to continue to foster the 
true spirit of inculcating education to 
the youth. In addition, Labor Attaché 
Chavez briefly spoke on the current 

situation in the labor section and 
explained the various issues about 
amnesty. 

He also urged everyone to refrain 
from advising house helpers to run 
away from their employers should 
they encounter certain problems and 

instead, should seek the assistance 
of the labor section for resolution 
of these problems. Consul General 
Dado gave a brief but inspirational 
message on the occasion. Plaques of 
appreciation and recognition were 
later given to the speakers, officers, 

organizers and the SPLBE-LET passers 
in 2015. Remy Bohol prepared the 
entertainment.

Among the highlights of the 
occasion were the formal induction 
ceremony of the new officers 
and oath taking officiated by the 
Philippine Ambassador. TSOK 
new set of officers are; Honesto 
Doctolero-President, Elvira Lachica-
Vice President, Charmaine Arancon-
Secretary, Vicente Zaurda-Treasurer, 
Winie Blaza-Business Manager, Hazel 
Lagundi-Public Relations Manager, 
Auditor-Remedios Estinoso and 
Advisers-Dahlia Pascual, Flora Acman, 
Erlinda Collado, Nourhaya Panick, 
Mary Grace Hizon, Robert Bradley. 
The event was hosted by GMA 7 News 
Correspondent to Kuwait and The 
Times journalist Ricky Laxa.

TSOK marks induction and oath taking ceremony

His Highness the Amir: Dedicated to Kuwait and its people
Continued from Page 1

the Publication and Media law, which was 
a first for any country in the region. It was also 
during this time that the first-edition of Al Arabi 
cultural magazine was published; the magazine 
continues to this day to remain one of the most 
respected and popular periodicals promoting 
culture and knowledge in the Arab world.

After the independence of Kuwait in 1961, 
Sheikh Sabah was appointed a member of the 
council in charge of drafting a constitution for 
the state. And, in 1962, when all government 
departments had been changed to ministries, 
Sheikh Sabah was given the post of minister at 
the Ministry of News and Guidance. The next year, 

he was made the country’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, a position in which he was destined to 
continue for the next 40 years. In his long tenure 
as foreign minister, Sheikh Sabah demonstrated 
an extraordinary flair in skillfully charting the 
foreign affairs of Kuwait so that it assured the 
country’s continued progress on a path of peace 
and stability.

Known fondly in global diplomatic circles 
as a ‘doyen of diplomacy’, for his considerable 
experience and skills in negotiating foreign 
policies and international issues, he succeeded 
in bringing together opposing factions and 
mediating solutions to seemingly intractable 
political problems in the region and beyond.

It was no doubt due to Sheikh Sabah’s strong 

I call upon you 
to adopt a new 
approach in political 
work and a new 
vision in national 
work based on 
anticipating the 
future without 
denying the 
past, looking for 
internationalism 
without 
abandonment of 
locality
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www.orientalkuwait.com

Outstanding food and great taste

Enjoy our delicious snacks and 
desserts that will satisfy 

your desire for sweets

Kuwait city
Mubarak Al Kabeer Street
Tel: 22456553 , 22476886
Salmiya 
Hamad Al Mubarak Street
Tel: 25720788 , 25720799

Farwaniya - Block 1, street 122
Tel: 24757070,24758080

Qusor - Block 7, Street 14
Tel: 25425003,25429812

Jahra 
Block 2, Behind Zamzam Market

Andalus - Block 6 , Street 4
Tel: 24802961, 24802971

Restaurants Confectionerys

Tel: 24578992, 24578993, 50377799

We have 
cabins 

for families

FREE
HOME DELIVERY

1  February

Kuwait Yacht Show
The 4th edition of the Yacht Show 
will be held at the Marina Crescent 
from 1 to 4 February. This event 
showcases products that focus on 
the yacht and marine industry of 
Kuwait. It brings professionals and 
leaders of the industry together to 
communicate and interact with each 
other about the major developments 
and new opportunities that have 
been lately produced in this sector. 

n n n n n n n n n n

Monday at the Market
A fun filled event titled, ‘Monday 
at the Market’ will be held at the 
Shuwaikh market at 5:00pm. The 
event will include delicious food 
products, music and hip atmosphere. 
For more information: Call, 69699990

5  February

Kannur Maholsavam
As part of the 10th anniversary 
celebration of Friends of Kannur 
Kuwait Expats Association, ‘Kannur 
Maholsavam’ will be held at Indian 
Central School Abbasiya.This event 
will include various competitions 
for Indian community in Kuwait. 
For more information regarding the 
event and competition: Contact, 
call, 99479922, 99249305, Email, 
kannurmaholsavam@gmail.com

6  February

The British School of Kuwait will hold 
the Spring carnival from 11:00am to 
2:00pm. The events include dodgeball 
tournament, sports activities, games, 
refreshments, stalls and much more. 
For more information: Contact, cfc@
bsk.edu.kw. 

7  February

Pavol Seris in Kuwait

A physical theatre workshop by 
Pavol Seris will be held by Loyac 
Academy of Performing Arts, from 7 
to 11 February. The items will include 
Slovak comedian, physical theatre 
workshop, pantomime, clown art and 
dancing and improvisation. Seats are 
limited. To register: Call, 97296784 or 
visit, http://lapa.loyac.org/

n n n n n n n n n n

Birds of Kuwait
A grand photo exhibition titled 
Birds of Kuwait will be held at the 
National Library of Kuwait, from 
7 to 11 February. For more details 
and guidelines: Call, 55845092, 
99684215, 94476303 or email at 
fotografiaq8@gmail.com or visit, 
www.fotografiaq8.com. 

11  February

Dance for Romance
Jazz concert titled, ‘Dance for 
Romance’ will be held at the gardens 
of villa Zahra, Abu Hasaniya, from 
7:30pm. The event includes, Jazz 
concert, buffet meal and dancing 
under the stars to the chimes of 
London Club DJ ‘The Beat Burglar.’ The 
collection from the concert will go 
to opera performance in Kuwait. For 
more information: Call, 66184192, or 
visit, www.ahmadimusicgroup.com.

12  February

‘Nritholsav 2016’ competition
A dance competition for students 
will be organized by The Basil 
Arts’, an Indian Embassy registered 
cultural organization. The group 
dance competition will include 
classical, Bharathnatyam, 
Mohiniyattam, Kuchipudi and 
cinematic items. Solo dance 
competition will include 
Bharathnatyam, Mohiniyattam and 
Kuchipudi items. Registration must 
be done before 5 February. For more 
information and registration: Call, 
97542844, 66940658

n n n n n n n n n n

Free fitness classes
Zumba, Masala Bhangra workout, 
aerobics, toning and many more free 
classes will be held at B.FIT studio in 
Salmiya. To register: Call, 65077062

n n n n n n n n n n

NYF offers 
free yoga classes
Free yoga, breathing, meditation 
and reiki classes will be held by an 
experienced female yoga teacher for 
all age groups. Classes are assigned 
on the basis of different health 
problems, stress and other problems 
by different techniques. For more 
information: Call, 99315825.

For publication of your announcements, upcoming activities or 
local events please email us at editor@timeskuwait.com
To publish images kindly send pictures in high resolution.

On the occasion of the 67th 
Republic Day of India, the 

Ambassador of India to Kuwait H.E. 
Sunil Jain hosted a reception on 26 
January at the Regency Hotel. 

Assistant Foreign Minister for Asia 
Affairs Ambassador Ali Al-Saeed, who 

was the special guest on the occasion, 
lauded the good and growing relations 
between Kuwait and India in various 
sectors and valued the role of the Indian 
community in Kuwait’s development.

Regarding the Indian-Arab 
Cooperation Forum, recently hosted 

by Bahrain, he said conferees dealt 
with various aspects of the political 
and economic ties between the Asian 
nation and the Arab world.

A large gathering of diplomats, 
Indian nationals and well-wishers 
attended the function.

India Ambassador hosts Republic Day reception
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When it comes to political 
entertainment, it does 
not get much better than 

presidential election season in the 
United States. Foreign observers 
follow the race to determine who 
is best equipped to lead the US, 
and, to some extent, the world 
toward a more stable, secure, and 
prosperous future. But in America, 
entertainment is king, and Americans 
tend to focus on excitement above 
all – who looks better, has a catchier 
sound bite, seems most ’authentic’, 
and so on, often to the point of 
absurdity.

This is not a new approach, of 
course. Edward Bernays, the father of 
modern public relations, examined 
it in 1928, in his book Propaganda. 
“Politics was the first big business in 
America,” he declared, and political 
campaigns are “all side shows, all 
honors, all bombast, glitter, and 
speeches.” The key to victory is the 
manipulation of public opinion, and 
that is achieved most effectively by 
appealing to the “mental clichés and 
emotional habits of the public.”

A president, in other words, is 
nothing more than a product to be 
marketed. And, as any marketer 
knows, the quality of the product 
is not necessarily what drives its 
success; if it were, Donald Trump 
would not be regarded as a serious 
candidate for the Republican 
Party nomination, much less a top 
contender. Instead, a president must 
serve as a kind of imaginary friend: 
a beer buddy for men, an earnest 
empathizer for women, or a charming 
Twitter user for the millennial crowd.

In the current campaign, the 
most complex candidate, Hillary 
Clinton, is suffering mightily 
as a result of, let us be honest, 
personality issues. She has made 
important policy contributions as US 
Secretary of State in the first Obama 
administration, and she has offered 
what is arguably the most complete 
economic vision of any presidential 
candidate. Yet she is facing a serious 
challenge from Bernie Sanders, 
a self-described socialist senator 
from Vermont, in the race for the 
Democratic nomination.

Sanders’s popularity stems 
partly from the image he projects 
of a stereotypical ‘nutty professor’, 
adorably of another world. His 
energetic and unselfconscious 
gesticulations make him seem 
passionate and genuine. Yet his 
actual policy suggestions, such as 
free post-secondary education and 
universal health care, resemble 

Trump’s calls to “make America 
great again,” in the sense that they 
establish simple yet visionary goals.

According to Bernays, people’s 
desire for simplicity extends to 
another area of electoral politics: 
“party machines should narrow 
down the field of choice to two 
candidates, or at most three or four.” 
Here, the Republicans have gone 

badly astray. After beginning the 
election season with 17 candidates, 
they have managed to narrow it 
down by only a few, to 12.

Jeb Bush, former Florida governor 
and younger brother of George 

W. Bush, was initially considered 
a serious contender. But Trump is 
right, for once, in his observation 
that Bush is a “low-energy” person. 
He is the Charlie Brown of the 
election, whose every swipe at the 
football is thwarted by his savvier 
counterparts.

Another Floridian, Senator 
Marco Rubio, is a more energetic 

establishment alternative. But his 
campaign, like his appearance, lacks 
definition and assertiveness – not to 
mention a good sound bite.

A lack of sound bites is not a 
problem for New Jersey Governor 

Chris Christie, whose Tony Soprano 
vibe and brash one-liners have 
plenty of entertainment value. 
Indeed, in a typical US presidential 
election campaign, Christie might be 
a contender for the most cartoonish 
candidate. But this is not a typical 
campaign, because there’s nothing 
typical about Trump.

With his exaggerated facial 

expressions, penchant for trash 
talking, and love of superlatives, 
Trump – a showman and a 
businessman – seems to have the 
right background for Bernays-style 
public manipulation. But he has the 

wrong background for a president. 
(It is worth asking whether he really 
even wants to be President. He 
must know that, like the Wizard of 
Oz, he can portray himself as great 
and powerful only until he needs to 
perform actual miracles.)

Among these one-dimensional 
figures, one fully formed candidate 
stands out: the Texan Ted Cruz. Once 
a national debating champion, Cruz 
is fully in control of his persona; not 
even Trump, with his frantic attacks on 
Cruz’s eligibility (because he was born 
in Canada), can get under his skin.

In fact, it is Cruz who has made 
Trump squirm. In last week’s 
Republican debate, Cruz accused 
Trump of having “New York values,” 
calling the city (explicitly excluding 
New York State) “socially liberal” and 
focused on “money and media.” Cruz 
managed not only to get a rise out of 
Trump, but also to enhance his own 
appeal to conservative voters in the 
Midwest and South, who view the 
city as a kind of modern-day Sodom 
and Gomorrah. (New Yorkers and 
many others were also offended 
by Cruz’s statement, not because 
the city isn’t socially liberal and the 
home base of America’s media and 
financial industries, but because the 
pejorative use of “New York” has 
historically been an anti-Semitic dog 
whistle.)

Appropriately plastic-looking, 
Cruz can, when necessary, act as 
brainless as Sarah Palin (who has just 
endorsed Trump). But Cruz, educated 
at Princeton and Harvard, is no fool. 
He is, as Bernays taught, treating his 
campaign as a “drive for votes, just as 
an Ivory Soap advertising campaign 
is a drive for sales.”

Trump is a showman who has 
captured the public’s attention. 
But Cruz is a propagandist, selling 
to his constituents an ostensibly 
credible story of actual leadership. 
Though he, like Clinton, is not the 
most broadly likable character, he 
would be a worthy contender in a 
presidential election. The question is 
whether Americans will want to buy 
what they are selling.

Nina L. Khrushcheva 

Professor of International Affairs 
and Associate Dean for Academic 

Affairs at The New School and a 
senior fellow at the World Policy 

Institute, she is also author of the 
author of Imagining Nabokov: Russia 

Between Art and Politics and The Lost 
Khrushchev: A Journey into the Gulag 

of the Russian Mind. 

The Marketing of the American President
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With over 7.6 million km2 of land, Australia is 
the world’s largest island and the smallest 
continent; it is also the world’s sixth-largest 

country by total area. By contrast, Kuwait, with less than 
18,000 km2 of land, has only a fraction of the land area 
of Australia. Nevertheless both countries, endowed with 
natural resources, have resilient economies that have 
weathered global financial turbulences and continue to 
enjoy high GDP per capita and list very high on human 
development indices.

Australia and Kuwait have long-standing bilateral 
relations strengthened by people-to-people links that have 
stood the test of time. Building upon this history of strong 
and friendly relations, the two countries have steadily 
expanded their cooperation in various fields, including in 
trade, economic and cultural domains.

Australia’s unequivocal stance in support of Kuwait’s 
independence and territorial integrity following the Iraqi 
invasion in 1990 and its contribution of military forces to 
the UN coalition formed to liberate Kuwait in 1991, led to 
further cementing relations between the two countries. 

Today, these relations are underpinned by strong 
commercial ties and increasing people-to-people links. 
Kuwait has proven to be an important market for Australian 
goods such as livestock, wheat and other food products, 
as well as motor vehicles.  Kuwait remains Australia’s 
largest market for live sheep, with exports valued at over 
$60 million, and Kuwait’s exports to Australia are mainly 
petroleum products and fertilisers. 

Though direct bilateral trade currently amounts to 
around a billion dollars, it does not take into account 
the significant Australian exports that get transhipped 
to Kuwait through ports in the UAE. Kuwait is also an 
important market for Australian education and tourism 
services, with over 1,500 Kuwaiti students enrolled in 
Australian institutions. The establishment in 2004 of 
the Australian College of Kuwait and three years later 
of the prestigious Australian Box Hill College in Kuwait 
have further expanded educational ties between the two 
countries.

On the investment side, in addition to significant outlays 
by state-owned Kuwait Investment Authority in prime 
investments and the Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration 
Company in the oil and gas sector, Kuwaiti businesses also 
have significant investments in Australian banking, real 
estate and hospitality sectors. While the current trade 
relationship is substantial, there is even greater potential 
for improving these ties, especially in the energy and 
agribusiness sectors, as well as in education, advanced 
manufacturing, tourism and other services.

Australian expatriates in Kuwait, who presently number 
over a 1,000, are predominantly employed in oil and gas, 
banking, security and education sectors, while Australian 
companies with offices in Kuwait are mainly in education 
services and in engineering and construction management. 

Australia and Kuwait 

Strong bonds burnished by time

Australia Day

Australia Day is the official National Day of 
Australia. Celebrated annually on 26 January, it 

marks the anniversary of the 1788 arrival of the First 
Fleet of British Ships at Port Jackson, New South 
Wales, and the raising of the Flag of Great Britain at 
Sydney Cove by Governor Arthur Phillip.

On Australia Day people come together as a nation 
to celebrate what’s great about Australia and being 
Australian; to reflect on the proud achievements of 
the nation and to recommit to making Australia an 
even better place for the future.

Though 26 January marks a specific event in the 
country’s history, today the celebrations reflect 
contemporary Australia with its diverse society, 
the multiplicity of its cultures and the fact they all 
come together as Australians to become defining 
attributes of the country. 

Australia is a country of 
striking landscapes and 

home to one of the world’s 
oldest living cultures. Aboriginal 
communities had made Australia 
their home more than 50,000 
years before the first Europeans 
arrived to establish settlements 
there in the late 18th century. 
Today, Australia is one of the 
world’s most multicultural 
communities, rich in indigenous 
and immigrant cultures.

From tropical in the north 
to the red deserts of the centre, 
from the snowfields of the 
south-east to the Australian 
Antarctic Territory, Australia 
is a vast and varied country of 
more than 7.6 million square 
kilometres. The land is home 
to 10 percent of the world’s 
biodiversity and has a large 
number of native plants and 
animals that exist nowhere else 
on the planet.

With a spectacular natural 
environment, high quality of life 
and great diversity, Australia 
is a sought-after destination 
for international tourists. The 
country has many UN designated 
World Heritage sites, including 
the Great Barrier Reef, Uluru-
Kata Tjuta National Park, and 
more recently the Sydney Opera 
House. The rock art of Australia’s 
Indigenous peoples is the oldest 
and richest in the world, dating 
as far back as 60,000 years 
and spread across hundreds of 
thousands of sites.

Some of  the major travel 
destinations include its East 
Coast and Western Australia. 

East Coast: One of the most 
iconic places to go backpacking 
is the East Coast. The stretch 
from Melbourne to Cairns is 
filled with everything a traveler 
could want – from the chaotic 
nightlife of Surfer Paradise, the 
amazing surf breaks of Byron Bay 
and the arty haven of Melbourne 
through to many iconic sites – 
like the Sydney Opera House, 

Whitehaven Inlet or the Great 
Barrier Reef.

For those looking to explore a 
bit more why not spend a day at 
the Crystal Cascades water falls 
or hire a car and drive through 
the landscape of the Atherton 
Tablelands. An overnight trip 
to Cape Tribulation where the 
two world heritage sites of 
the rainforest and reef meet 
together over a bed of golden 

sands is not to be missed.
Western Australia: With 
its immense dimensions, 
meager population and Perth’s 
distinction as the world’s 
most isolated capital city, 
Western Australia could be 
considered Australia’s final 
frontier. It certainly makes a 
spectacular finale to what the 
country has to offer. ‘Up north’ 

one can encounter all types 
of photogenic landscapes. 
There are stunning gorges and 
waterfalls at Karijini National 
Park, and flaming red sunsets on 
Cable Beach near the enigmatic 
pearling town of Broome. 
Meanwhile, tiny Coral Bay 
provides with protected white 
sand beaches and a reef full of 
marine life.  Wherever you go, 
wildlife-watching opportunities 

are extraordinary. Spot the 
migrating whale pods off the 
coast of Albany, interact with 
dolphins at Monkey Mia, or 
simply enjoy the one-of-a-kind 
fauna that rules the russet-red 
outback. However, it is not 
all fauna and flora. Perth and 
neighboring Fremantle are both 
cosmopolitan cities, yet retain 
a languorously laid-back feel, 

perhaps inspired by having so 
many fantastic beaches and 
parks on their doorstep.

And, to top it off, Western 
Australia is big enough to get 
lost in. The driving distances 
are mind-boggling, the terrain 
can be challenging and the 
elements often unforgiving. 
The rewards, however, are 
obvious – jump in and see it 
before everyone else does.

Travel down-under 
is a reinvigorating 
experience
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A Payment Plan for Universal Education 

Gordon Brown  

Former Prime Minister and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer of the United Kingdom, is 
United Nations Special Envoy for Global 
Education and Chair of the International 
Commission on Financing Global Education 
Opportunity.

The Sustainable Development 
Goals, which the international 
community adopted in 

September, include a commitment 
to provide every child with access to 
free primary and secondary education 
by 2030. Finding the additional $20 
billion per year, or more, that will 
needed to deliver on this commitment 
is one of the central objectives of the 
International Commission on Financing 
Global Education Opportunity.

The commission was established 
last September by the Norwegian 
prime minister, and co-convened with 
the presidents of Malawi, Chile, and 
Indonesia and the director-general of 
UNESCO. Its members, including five 
former presidents and prime ministers, 
three former finance ministers, six 
Nobel Prize winners, and three of 
the world’s most successful business 
leaders – Jack Ma, Aliko Dangote, and 
Strive Masiyiwa – will report their 
findings to United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon and the co-
conveners in September. On January 
24, we met in London to chart the way 
forward.

The challenge is daunting. Some 60 
million primary-school-age children 
have no access to formal education. 
Of the roughly 590 million who are 
attending school, some 250 million 
– roughly two in five – are failing to 
learn the basics of reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. And some 60 percent of 
school pupils in developing countries 
do not meet basic mathematics 
standards.

If current trends persist, by 2050, 
children in most regions of the world 
will receive, on average, ten or more 
years of schooling – up from three 
years in 1950. Some countries in Africa, 

however, will lag far behind, with just 
3-4 years of schooling on average. If we 
maintain a business-as-usual approach, 
it will take more than a hundred years 
– well into the twenty-second century 
– before every child is provided with 
an opportunity to complete his or her 
schooling.

Even as education levels play an 
increasingly important role in economic 
growth, the funds needed to raise them 
have failed to materialize. International 
development aid for education has 
fallen by nearly 10 percent in recent 
years – and government spending in 
low-income countries has failed to 
make up the difference.

In 2002, education accounted for 
16 percent of total domestic spending 
in poor countries. Today, the figure is 
just 14 percent. Meanwhile, outlays 
for health increased from 9 percent 
to 11 percent of total spending. And, 
to make matters worse, in many of 
the countries with the greatest need 
for education – including Pakistan and 
Nigeria – governments are spending 
too little on it (sometimes as little as 2 
percent of national income).

Nor is the money – when it is made 
available – spent equitably. In low-
income countries, almost half of all 
education funds are spent on the most 
educated 10 percent of children; very 
little trickles down to street children 
or boys and girls in remote rural areas, 
conflict zones, or urban slums.

According to UNESCO, the ratio 
of pupils to qualified teachers in 
the Central African Republic, Chad, 
Guinea-Bissau, and South Sudan is 
more than a hundred to one. And 
those teachers receive little support, 
encouragement, or feedback. Good 
teachers are undoubtedly the key to 
quality education; but they can do only 
so much if they are not provided with 
skilled supervision, a well-organized 
curriculum, and access to technology.
The phrase “universal education” will 
mean nothing if it does not apply to 
children living in huts, hovels, and 
refugee tents. When war or disaster 
strikes, the international community 
rightly mobilizes funding for food, 
shelter, and health care. All too often, 
however, financing education is only an 
afterthought. With refugees spending 

more than ten years away from home, 
on average, this neglect cannot be 
allowed to continue.

Fortunately, progress is being made 
in this area. In an exciting experiment 
in Lebanon, schools have been put on 
double shifts in order to accommodate 
the country’s Syrian refugee 
population. Local children attend in 
the morning, and in the afternoon, 
Syrian refugee children study in the 
same classrooms.

The program has been a stunning 
success, providing schooling for some 
207,000 children who might otherwise 
have been deprived of an education. 
And plans are underway to expand the 
program to cover one million children 
in Lebanon, Turkey, and Jordan. The 
biggest obstacle to what would be a 

spectacular achievement – as is so 
often the case – is a shortage of money.

It is to support efforts like this one 
that the International Commission 
on Financing Global Education 
Opportunity was formed. UNICEF 
leader Anthony Lake, UNESCO head 
Irina Bokova, and Global Partnership 
for Education Chair Julia Gillard have 
lent their support to a platform for the 
provision of education in emergencies, 
a proposal that I hope will be 
formalized at the World Humanitarian 
Summit in Turkey in May. And it is my 
goal that by the end of the year we 
will also have a timetable to provide 
primary and secondary education 
to every child in the world – and the 
funding with which to achieve this 
most important of objectives.

The first ministerial meeting of 
the Arab-India Cooperation 

Forum (AICF), which was held in 
Bahrain’s capital Manama on 24 
January, reached understandings on 
several regional and international 
issues, as well as bilateral ties.

The Indian delegation to the AICF 
was headed by Minister of External 
Affairs Sushma Swaraj. On arrival 
in Manama, the Indian foreign 
minister met with her Bahraini 
counterpart, Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, 
who commended the close relations 
between the two countries, noting 
the depth of these historical 
relations and their expansion.

The Manama Declaration, issued 
at the end of the AICF stressed 
on the need for a comprehensive 
and lasting settlement to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, based on 
the resolutions of international 
legitimacy, and the two-state 
solution, namely establishing an 
independent Palestinian state on 
the pre-June 1967 borders, with 
Jerusalem a capital.

On Syria, the meeting underlined 
the importance of maintaining the 
country’s unity and sovereignty, 
as well as concluding a political 
solution to the crisis based on 

Geneva I and the two Vienna 
statements. The meeting called for 
providing further support to the 
Syria’s neighbors hosting refugees, 
lauding His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah for hosting the First, 
Second and Third International 
Humanitarian Pledging Conference 
for Syria, over the past three years. 
The meeting voiced support to the 

Yemeni people’s expectations for 
freedom, democracy and social 
justice, reiterating significance of 
full commitment to the country’s 
independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, as well as no-
interference in its internal affairs.

The AICF ministerial meeting 
also expressed support to peaceful 
efforts, including those exerted by 
the UAE to reach a political solution 
to the country’s three islands sized 
by Iran.

Manama Declaration strengthens 
Arab India Cooperation 

 If we maintain a 
business-as-usual 
approach, it will take 
more than a hundred 
years – well into 
the twenty-second 
century – before every 
child is provided with 
an opportunity to 
complete his or her 
schooling.
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“If you want to go fast, go 
alone, but if you want to go 
far, go together.” This old Af-
rican proverb underpins the 
call for global partnerships 
and cooperation in imple-
menting the new sustainable 

development agenda.

Last year, world leaders adopted 
the ambitious 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development that 

outlined 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) to be achieved in the 
next 15 years. These goals, along with 
specific targets for each goal, aim to 
end poverty, protect the planet, and 
ensure prosperity for all by 2030.

The interdependence of many of 
the SDGs has meant that realizing the 
2030 Agenda will need an integrated 
approach across multiple goals. The 
success of the Agenda will also depend 
on partnerships between governments, 
the private sector and civil society. It is in 
recognition of this need for cooperation 
among all stakeholders that Goal-
17 calls for a strong commitment to 
building inclusive partnerships on the 
global, regional, national and local 
level. The goal advocates nurturing 
partnerships based on principles and 
values, as well as on shared visions and 
goals that place people and the planet 
at its core.

Several targets in finance, trade, 
technology and capacity building have 
been set to achieve Goal-17. These 
include strengthening local resource 
mobilization to improve domestic 
capacity for tax and other revenue 
collection, as well as, for developed 
countries to implement fully their 
official development assistance 
commitments to developing and 
least developed nations. Though 
official development assistance from 
developed countries increased by 
66 percent between 2000 and 2014, 
and was around $135 billion in 2014, 
humanitarian crises around the world 
have given rise to continued demand 
for additional financial resources 
and aid. Though the debt burden on 
developing countries remains stable 

at about 3 percent of export revenue, 
the goal targets coordinating policies 
to help developing countries manage 
their debt better and attain long-term 
debt sustainability, as well as address 
the external debt of highly indebted 
poor countries. It also aims to adopt 
and implement investment promotion 
regimes for least developed countries. 
To further this, the goal targets 
promoting international trade and 
helping developing countries increase 
their exports through a universal, rules-
based, open, non-discriminatory and 
equitable multilateral trading system 
under the World Trade Organization.

With the world becoming 
increasingly interconnected, Goal-17 
acknowledges that improving access 
to technology and knowledge can go a 
long way in sharing ideas and fostering 
innovation. In this regard, one of 
the targets of the goal is to enhance 
North-South, South-South and 
triangular regional and international 
cooperation on and access to science, 
technology and innovation. It also 
seeks to improve knowledge sharing, 
as well as promote the development, 
transfer, dissemination and diffusion 
of environmentally sound technologies 
to developing countries on favorable 
terms, including on concessional and 
preferential terms.

Underlining the importance of 
human-resource development for 
achieving sustainable development, 
Goal-17 also targets the enhancing 
of international support for effective 
and targeted capacity-building in 
developing countries, so as to support 
national plans to implement all the 

sustainable development goals.
Underlining that the success of 

SDGs rely, among others, on tackling 
systemic issues, Goal-17 calls for 
enhancing global macroeconomic 
stability, including through policy 
coordination and policy coherence. It 
also targets encouraging and promoting 
effective public, public-private and civil 
society partnerships, building on the 
experience and resourcing strategies of 
partnerships.

Besides government level 
assistance, SDG-17 urges the private 
sector to deliver on sustainable 
development objectives by taking 
urgent action to mobilize, redirect and 
unlock the transformative power of 
trillions of dollars of private resources. 
The goal highlights the need for long-
term investments, including foreign 
direct investment, in developing 
countries especially in the sectors of 
sustainable energy, infrastructure and 
transport, as well as information and 
communications technologies. 

It is clear that strengthening global 
solidarity with the aim of achieving 
sustainable growth and development 
will necessitate cooperation, 
coordination and partnerships on all 
fronts and between all stakeholders. 
In a world where links between 
countries are greater and faster than 
ever, events that once might have had 
only local effects now increasingly have 
international ramifications. In such an 
interconnected world, with impacts 
that touch upon all of society, locally 
and internationally, it is critical that the 
world adopts an equally all-embracing 
approach.

Sustainable Development Goals

Worldwide, 17,000 fewer children die each day than in 1990
Children below the age of five who still die each year = 6 million
Primary school enrollment has reached 91 percent
Children still out of primary school = 57 million
Over 2.6 billion people gained access to improved drinking water sources 
since 1990
People still without access to quality drinking water = 663 million 
Global food and agriculture system needs to be revamped
Undernourished people in the world = 795 million 
Half of humanity – 3.5 billion people – lives in cities today
People living in slums today = 828 million
Global extreme poverty has been halved since 1990
The number still living on less than $1.25 per day = 836 million
Nearly 3 billion tonnes of food worth over $1 trillion goes to rot each year
The number of people undernourished or going hungry each day = 2 billion
Undeveloped infrastructures limits access to health care and education
People worldwide lacking access to basic sanitation = 2.5 billion
Around 12 million hectares of land are lost each year to drought and 
desertification
People who depend directly on agriculture = 2.6 billion
Energy accounts for around 60 percent of total global greenhouse gas 
emissions
People still using wood coal, charcoal or animal dung for cooking and heating 
= 3 billion
In many places, having a job does not guarantee escape from poverty
The number of people still living on the equivalent of $2 per day = 3 billion
Facebook has 1.5 billion monthly active users and 30 percent of youth are 
digital natives
People without access to the internet = 4 billion
Stable societies and rule of law have significant impact on development 
Cost of corruption, theft and tax evasion per year to developing countries 
= $1.26 trillion 

Revitalize the global partnership 
for sustainable development

What the numbers say
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Colombo: Sri Lanka’s capital and largest city, Colombo, is at 
first glance a confusing jumble of bustling streets, modern office 
blocks, peeling colonial buildings, and downcast apartments. 
Besides this, there are also fine restaurants, a buzzing nightlife 
scene, good museums, parks, and beautiful Buddhist temples. 
The beach resort of Mt. Lavinia is only a short taxi ride from the 
downtown area and offers a golden, sandy beach and sunset views 
to die for. As an exciting blur of colors and cultures, Colombo 
presents a neatly packaged microcosm of this island nation.

Hill country and Kandy: Occupying the island’s southern 
heartlands, the sublime green heights of the hill country are 
a world away from the sweltering coastal lowlands – indeed 
nothing encapsulates the scenic diversity of Sri Lanka as much 

as the short journey by road or rail from the humid urban melee 
of Colombo to the cool altitudes of Kandy or Nuwara Eliya. The 
landscape here is a beguiling mixture of nature and nurture. In 
places the mountainous green hills rise to surprisingly rugged 
and dramatic peaks; in others, the slopes are covered in carefully 
manicured tea gardens whose neatly trimmed lines of bushes 
add a toy-like quality to the landscape, while the mist and clouds 
which frequently blanket the hills add a further layer of mystery.

Galle: At first sight, Galle 
is an endlessly exotic, 
bursting with the scent of 
spices and salty winds, and 
yet also, with its wonderful 
collection of Dutch-colonial 
buildings, a town of great 
beauty. Classic architecture 
melds with a dramatic 
tropical setting to create 
a reality that is endlessly interesting. Above all else, Galle is a 
city of trade and, increasingly, art. Today the historic Fort area is 
crammed full of little boutique shops, cafes and hotels owned by 
local and foreign artists, writers, photographers, designers and 
poets – a third of the houses are owned by foreigners.

Ancient cities: Crumbling temples, lost cities and sacred sites 
are reason enough to head up country to the cultural heartland 
of Sri Lanka. It was here on the hot central plains that ancient 
Sinhalese dynasties set up their capitals and supported massive 

artistic and architectural endeavors. Eventually these kingdoms 
fell, giving nature a chance to reclaim the land.

For more than a century archaeologists have been slowly 
shedding the many layers of history from this overgrown 
landscape. The rock fortress at Sigiriya, the monumental dagobas 
of Anuradhapura and refined carvings of Polonnaruwa are but a 
few of the sites now considered national treasures. This region 
is commonly called the ‘Cultural Triangle’. Besides the amazing 
ruins, save time for the national parks, which team with elephants 
and outstanding birdlife. 

Anuradhapura: The ruins of Anuradhapura are one of South 
Asia’s most evocative sights. The sprawling complex contains 
a rich collection of archaeological and architectural wonders: 
enormous dagobas, soaring brick towers, ancient pools and 
crumbling temples, built during Anuradhapura’s thousand years 

of rule over Sri Lanka. 
Today several of the sites 
remain in use as holy places 
and temples; frequent 
ceremonies give this place 
a vibrancy that is a sharp 
contrast to the ambience at 
Polonnaruwa.

Sigiriya: Rising from the central plains, the iconic rocky outcrop 
of Sigiriya is perhaps Sri Lanka’s single most dramatic sight. Near-
vertical walls soar to a flat-topped summit that contains the ruins 
of an ancient civilization, thought to be once the epicenter of the 
short-lived kingdom of Kassapa, and there are spellbinding vistas 
across mist-wrapped forests in the early morning.

Adam’s peak: Located in a beautiful area of the southern Hill 
Country, this lofty peak has sparked the imagination for centuries 
and been a focus for pilgrimage for more than 1000 years.

Famously known as Adam’s Peak (the place where Adam first 
set foot on earth after being cast out of heaven), some believe 
that the huge ‘footprint’ crowning the peak belongs to St Thomas, 
the early apostle of India. The pilgrimage season here begins on 
poya day in December and runs until Vesak festival in May. During 
the pilgrimage season pilgrims and tourists alike make the climb 
up the countless steps to the top.

Tangalle: Lapped by lazy azure waters, the coconut-colored beaches 
around Tangalle are simply astonishing. Tangalle itself marks 
the dividing line between the picture-perfect tropical coves that 
dominate much of the southwest coast and the long, wave-lashed 
beaches that one will find in the southeast corner of the island.

Mirissa: Crack open a coconut, slip into a hammock and rock 
gently in the breeze. Of all the bigger Sri Lankan beach resorts, 
Mirissa is the favorite of many visitors. In general, this is a place 
for sitting and being rather than doing.

      The best of

Sri Lanka
With a geographical outline like a pear and refreshingly idyllic surprises everywhere on the island, Sri Lanka rightfully claims to be the 
‘Pearl of the Indian Ocean’. This small island has big wonders in store for the tourist. See the world’s oldest living tree in Anuradhapura, 
stand awestruck by hundreds of elephants gathering in Minneriya, meditate in a 2000-year-old temple, exchange smiles while strolling 
a mellow village, marvel at exotic birds and wildflowers, try to keep count of the little dishes that come with your rice and curry or stroll 

past colonial gems in Colombo, and all this before hitting the many glorious beaches and phenomenal surf. 

Sri Lanka’s tooth festival: The Festival of the Tooth, Esala 
Perahera is celebrated in the Sri Lankan town of Kandy every 
year in the month of Asalha (July). Legend has it that when 
Buddha was cremated in the 5th century BC, one of his 
followers took a tooth from the pyre. The holy tooth was 
later smuggled to Sri Lanka, where King Megavanna was so 
happy to have the religious relic on his island that he had it 
paraded through the city for his subjects to marvel at.

The sacred tooth relic, which is now housed in the Sri 
Dalada Maligawa or the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic, 
is paraded annually in a procession using a replica casket 
and has become one of the famous events of the Buddhist 
world. The festival is a time of great rejoicing for the locals 
as well as foreigners who come from far and near to be a 
part of this festival.
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Nearly 3,000 babies in 
Brazil have been born 
with microcephaly, a birth 

defect that results in an abnormally 
small head and brain, and causes 
devastating brain damage. Although 
a link between the two has not 
been definitely established, the 
Brazilian government has taken 
the unprecedented step of advising 
women to avoid pregnancy until the 
crisis has been solved. Zika virus, 
first identified in Uganda in 1947, is 
transmitted by the same type of 
mosquito that carries dengue fever, 
yellow fever, and chikungunya virus. 

A mosquito bites an infected 
person and then passes those viruses 
to other people it bites. Outbreaks 
outside of Africa began in 2007, when 
it spread to the South Pacific.

There are two main reasons for 
the virus’ current rapid spread: (1) 
the population of the Americas had 
not previously been exposed to Zika 
and therefore lacks immunity, and (2) 
Aedes mosquitoes — the main vector 
for Zika transmission — are present 
in all the region’s countries except 
Canada and continental Chile, said 
WHO. The disease can cause fever, 
flu-like symptoms, rash, joint pain, 

and conjunctivitis, also called pinkeye. 
But most people will not know they 
have it. Only about 1 in 5 people with 
the virus will exhibit symptoms, the 
vast majority have no symptoms at 
all. The symptoms range in severity 
and can last from a few days to more 
than a week. The virus rarely causes 
major complications, but in rare cases, 
Zika can cause partial or complete 
paralysis, most often temporary. 
Microcephaly, the malady now 
associated with Zika, results in some 
fetuses being stillborn and many 
dying early in age or having very severe 
lifelong cognitive problems. 

Zika virus and what you should know
The mosquito-borne Zika virus, which first appeared in May 2015 and caused panic in Brazil among pregnant women, has since spread to 20 other 

countries and territories of the Americas and is likely to spread further, warned the World Health Organization (WHO) last week.

Most restaurant
meals exceed

recommended 
calories

A new study reports that most 
restaurants serve meals that 

exceed the recommended calorie limit 
for a single meal, and this is without 
including the entrée, drinks, appetizers 
and desserts that usually go with a meal.

American, Chinese, Greek, Indian, 
Italian, Japanese, Mexican, Thai and 
Vietnamese meals offered at restaurants 
were included in the study, which found 
a single restaurant meal averaged over 
1,200 calories, double the approximately 
600 calories that experts recommend 
a person should consume at lunch or 
dinner. American, Chinese and Italian 
fare topped the list with an average 1,495 
calories per meal 

To meet the recommended daily 
intake of between 2,000 to 2,500 calories 
for adults, experts say consumers should 
take charge of their health by demanding 
restaurants customize their portions 
and menu items.

They could also try eating out less 
often, ordering from the soups and 
salads section, sharing meals or ordering 
kids’ meals at fast-food outlets.

Acute respiratory tract infections (ARTIs) are 
the most common reason for visits to the 

doctor and for outpatient antibiotic prescriptions 
for adults, according to a recent study. 

However, antibiotics are not needed for 
adults who have the common cold, bronchitis, 
sore throat or sinus infections, say the US-based 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in its latest guidelines on prescribing 
antibiotics.

Pointing to the overuse of such 
prescriptions, the CDC said, “Nearly 50 percent 
of antibiotic prescriptions may be unnecessary 
or inappropriate in the outpatient setting. 
Inappropriate use of antibiotics for ARTIs is an 
important factor contributing to the spread of 
antibiotic-resistant infections, which is a public 
health threat.”

According to the new guidelines:
Doctors should advise patients 

with the common cold that 
symptoms can last up to two 
weeks and they should follow 
up only if the symptoms worsen 
or exceed the expected time of 
recovery.

Antibiotics should also not 
be prescribed for uncomplicated 
bronchitis unless pneumonia is 
suspected: “Patients may benefit 
from symptomatic relief with 
cough suppressants, expectorants, 
antihistamines, decongestants and beta-
agonists.”

In most cases, antibiotics should be 
prescribed for a sore throat only if a 

strep test confirms streptococcal pharyngitis. 
“Physicians should recommend analgesic 

therapy such as aspirin, acetaminophen, 
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, and 
throat lozenges, which can help reduce pain.”

Uncomplicated sinus infections 
typically clear up without antibiotics. 

Antibiotics should be prescribed 
only if there are persistent 
symptoms for more than 10 
days, or if a patient develops 
severe symptoms or a high fever, 
has nasal discharge or facial 

pain for at least three days in a 
row, or “worsening symptoms 

following a typical viral illness 
that lasted five days, which was 
initially improving.”

Antibiotics often unnecessary for respiratory tract infections

The treatment of type 1 diabetes could be 
changed forever by the invention and trial 

of artificial pancreas. Current treatment for type 
1 diabetes is highly effective but is a relatively 
troublesome and unpleasant ordeal. Patients are 
required to regularly draw blood, check glucose 
levels and inject the appropriate amount of insulin.

Designed by Boris Kovatchev and his team at 
the University of Virginia in the United States, the 
artificial pancreas is medical innovation has the 
potential to change millions of lives for the better.

Type I diabetes occurs when the pancreas, 
which produces the hormone insulin that normally 
facilitates absorption of glucose from blood into 
the body, is attacked by an inappropriate immune 
system response. This attack causes the pancreas 
to become incapable of producing sufficient insulin 
that leads to a buildup of glucose in the blood, 

which if left untreated can overtime cause damage 
to the kidneys, nerves, eyes and blood vessels.

The central hub of the new ‘artificial pancreas’ 
system uses a platform called InControl that runs 
on a reconfigured smartphone. This handheld 
device is linked wirelessly to a blood sugar monitor, 
an insulin pump and a remote monitoring site. The 
blood sugar monitor takes the glucose levels in the 
blood every 5 minutes and delivers the readings to 
the InControl device. The device is controlled by 
algorithms and administers the correct amount of 
insulin through a fine needle without the patient 
having to spill even a drop of blood.

The algorithms are where the real innovation 
comes in. They are designed to second guess how 
much insulin is likely to be needed. It is not enough 
for the technology to simply react to blood levels 
at any particular moment in time, it must predict 

glucose spikes, preempt changes and adapt to 
an individual’s insulin sensitivity. This is no mean 
feat. The human pancreas is able to make these 
calculations with ease, but to design something as 
capable as the pancreas is a difficult task indeed.

Artificial pancreas could be game changer for diabetes treatment
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It is very difficult to put a 
mascara recommendation out 
there and say, ‘This mascara 
will work for everyone,’ 
because that is simply not 
the case.  The right mascara 
with the right lash is going 
to create beautiful results. 
However, somebody else can 
use the same product with 
a different type of lash and 

have really awful results.

In short, you should learn more 
about your own lashes before 

spending money on lash products. 
Factors to consider include the 
mascara’s formula, its intended 
effects, and even the color. Here is 
some additional advice.
Mascara effects: Generally speaking, 
there are three major promises 
mascaras make: the ability to 
volumize, the ability to lengthen, and 
the ability to curl. Many can deliver 
on these promises if they are quality 
products and if they are paired with 
the right lashes. 
Lengthening mascaras work on 
both short and full lashes, and help 
to elongate and separate. These 
mascaras are applied with hard 
rubber applicators with very short, 
dense bristles and are particularly 
good at extending lashes.
For people with sparse lashes 
looking to add volume, volumizing 
mascaras often contain silicone and/
or minerals — which plump and 

nourish the lashes 
— and tend to dry 
faster, allowing you to 
build multi-layer volume 
more quickly. Additionally, 
volumizing mascaras typically 
have soft, large-bristled brushes 
that allow you to deposit more 
product onto the lashes. If you 
already have thick lashes and use 

a volumizing product, you may 
find yourself dealing with clumpy, 
spider-like lashes.  If clump isn’t your 
end goal, opt for something less 
volumizing — or, at the very least, use 
your product with a light hand.
 Women with straight lashes should 
opt for a curling mascara as these 
formulas use supple waxes to soften 
the lashes, and shape them to have 
a curved dimension. When putting 
on curling mascara — or any kind of 
mascara — apply pressure to the lash 
bed and press upward. You can also 
hold the wand on the tips of your 
lashes and gently press up and back 
while the mascara dries. This allows 
the curl to set. A good eyelash curler 
can also help you create a dramatic, 
curled effect.
Mascara formulations: Oil-and-wax-
based mascaras are the easiest to find 

in stores, and they create 
the most natural, beautiful 
lashes, particularly soft waxes 
help create a soft and flexible feel. 
Hard waxes — found in low-quality 
and expired mascaras — can stiffen 
your lashes and cause breakage.
Tubing mascara is a less common 
type of mascara, but it is proven to 
be a good alternative for those who 
are sensitive to wax, oil, and fiber 
mascaras that may flake or smudge 
into the eyes. Tubing mascara‘s special 
formula gently hardens, protecting 
your lashes and hyperextending them. 
It is also water-resistant. 

Mascara color: Black mascara works 
throughout the day on almost any 
complexion, while brown mascaras 
come in all sorts of shades and the 
right product choice will make your 
eyes pop. 

Now Open in The Gate Mall

Baitak Tower Ph: 22496158              @atyab_alkuzama

www.atyabalkuzama.com

(Al Egaila)

LIFESTYLE

Take an outfit from drab to fab: Tassel 
necklaces can enhance your style, and are 
well-known for their versatility. Add one to a 
casual outfit to give it edge or color, or choose 
a classy tassel necklace to play up a more 
formal ensemble. For that instant polish to 
an on-trend outfit, showcase a brilliant tassel 
piece, maybe in silver or gold or select one 
with extra details.  A stand out piece looks 
best when styled with a simple outfit. Styling 
your go-to little black dress with a statement 
tassel necklace is a fabulous way to present 
a trendy twist to an old classic. Tassels in 
neutral colors are also a great choice to help 
offset the brighter tones in your outfit for 
when you decide to wear neon. 

Try on different shapes: Some tassels are 
designed to sit right below your collarbone, 
while others fall more towards you waist in a 
pendant style. Depending on your mood, you 
can pick out one in a length that complements 

your neckline; allowing you to wear  a tassel 
necklace with virtually anything, from a 
knit top, a scoop tee, to even a strapless 
maxi dress. A tassel statement necklace, 
especially one with a tiered structure, can 
do wonders for any blouse. While one with 
a little thickness introduces an eye-catching 
dimension and contributes to the overall 
chicness of your outfit. You can even find 
some bib tassel necklaces in interesting 
patterns for innovative styling. 

For a pop of color: Tassels are not restricted 
to a single tone, they can be found in 
numerous colors with ornaments of all types 
such as stones, beads and charms. You are 
totally missing out if you play it safe. Liven 
things up a bit and focus on a style statement 
by exploring tassel necklaces in colorful rope 
or other brightly hued materials. Perhaps you 
will fall in love with the style by exploring a 
range of tassel necklaces embellished with 

stones of different colors and fitted with 
beads and other decorative pieces.  
Layering is an option:  Who says you can’t 
wear more than one necklace? Layering a 
couple of necklaces together to make an 
even bigger statement is a good decision for 
fashionistas seeking a personalized touch. 
Fiddle around with a few tassel necklaces to 
see which ones work best with each other. 
Pair a smaller necklace with a statement 
piece to give some balance or layer two 
chunky necklaces to create some interesting 
pieces. 

Keep it proportional: It can sometimes be 
overwhelming to wear a statement tassel 
necklace with other accessories. Hence, 
pair smaller and subtler earrings with tassel 
necklaces so the focus is on the main piece. 
Diamond, gold, or silver studs will do the 
trick.  Though tassel earrings are also a 
possibility if you would prefer to match. 

Trendy 
tassel

Necklaces

Pick up your favorite fashion magazine, and you will surely see many lovely ladies wearing tassel necklaces. A huge 
trend that sets your look apart; tassels can be worn with a variety of outfits, and they come in many colors, styles, and 

finishes. Read on to learn some style tips to work these fun accessories into your wardrobe.

It’s no secret that the 
makeup world is pretty 

obsessed with contouring. The 
most recent type of contouring 
is the lip contouring. 
No, not over-drawing 
your lips. Full-on 
contouring.

Just like some 
women want to 
carve themselves 
some cheekbones, 
others want to 
fake themselves a pair 
of Angelina Jolie-level lips. And, 
by using the same techniques 
as regular contouring, you can 
actually manipulate the shape 
of your lips. It is definitely for a 
woman who goes for drama with 
her look.

So, what do you need to know 
to pull off a contoured lip?  First, 
make sure you prep.  Women tend 
to put too much lip balm on first 
thing in the morning, but you 
don’t need so much. Scrub off 
the dry patches, then pop a non-
greasy balm on your pout. 

Next, reach for your lip pencil.  
This is definitely key, make sure 
to use a liner that is a little bit 
darker than your natural lip 
tone. If you use the same color 

as your lipstick, it takes away 
the illusion. Contouring is about 
adding dimension and carefully 
manipulating the light and the 
dark parts of your lip.  

The best place 
to draw is just 
slightly outside 
the border of the 
lip. Resist the 
urge to draw 
too high above 
the natural lip 

line — it will look 
too obviously over-

drawn. For the actual 
product, always opt for a 
long-wear lip liner and a 
pencil that boasts both a 
highlighter and a contour 

tip. Use the shading stick 
on the border of your lips, and 
then the highlight on the cupid’s 
bow and in the center of the lip.

When it comes to colors, pick 
lighter shades over darker for dark 
lipsticks will make your lips look 
smaller. Pick your shade, then 
apply it directly from the tube so it 
will last longer. Don’t be afraid of 
a shimmer or a gloss. Dot it in the 
center of your lips to help them 
look fuller. If you need to touch 
up throughout the day, make sure 
to use the liner and the lipstick 
in tandem.  Just remove the gunk 
around your lips with a Q-tip.

Keep in mind, this isn’t a look 
you can just swipe on and forget 
about, for it requires regular 
upkeep. 

Tips for 
lip contouring

Best mascara

for your lash type
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Vendors shipped 1.43 billion 
smartphones last year, making 
2015 a record year for the 

industry, according to preliminary 
results from IDC, the US-based 
international market research firm.

The record shipments marked an 
increase of 10.1 percent compared 
with 2014 and a single-year record, 
IDC reported. For the fourth quarter, 
strong holiday demand helped boost 
shipments by 5.7 percent to 399.5 
million units.

This bright report comes in the face 
of bleak warnings of slowing growth 
by smartphone giants, Apple and 
Samsung. Last week, Apple reported 
the slowest growth in iPhones since 
the company began selling the 
smartphones in 2007 and cautioned 
that iPhone sales are in for their first 
slump ever in the March quarter.

Samsung the world’s largest 

manufacturer of mobiles also said 
its mobile division recorded a three 
percent drop in sales, even as it notched 
a 13 percent rise in profit. The South 
Korean electronics giant also predicted 
that softening demand and intensifying 
competition would likely result in 
single-digit percentage growth in 2016.

With the first and second top 
mobile sellers reporting slowing 
sales, the vendors responsible for the 
smartphone sales boost in 2015 were 
Chinese companies led by Huawei, 
which reported strong growth for the 
last quarter as well as the whole year.

Coming in at No. 3 for the quarter, 
Huawei delivered the strongest 
quarterly growth in shipments among 
the top 5 vendors, according to IDC. 
The low-cost handset maker posted a 
37 percent increase in shipments during 
the fourth quarter for an annual total of 
106.6 million units shipped, becoming 

only the fourth mobile phone maker 
after Samsung, Apple and Nokia to ship 
more than 100 million units in a year.

Despite reporting declining mobile 
revenue in the third quarter, Samsung 
retained its smartphone crown in 
the fourth quarter by shipping 85.6 

million units, an increase of 14 percent 
compared with the same quarter last 
year, IDC said. The Korean giant is 
expected to round out the year with 
324.8 million shipments, an increase of 
only 2.1 percent, the market researcher 
said. Meanwhile, No. 2 Apple saw 74.8 

million phones shipped in the fourth 
quarter, a new high, IDC noted, but only 
300,000 units more than it shipped 
in the fourth quarter of 2014. Strong 
demand in China and the US is expected 
to help Apple finish the year with 231.5 
million phones shipped, an increase 
of 20.2 percent over the previous year. 
Rounding out the top five were two 
other China-based handset makers, 
Lenovo (combined with Motorola) and 
Xiaomi. Despite encouraging results for 
2015, analysts forecast that shipments 
of mobile phones will rise only 2.6 
percent in 2016 and that revenue will 
likely fall. The sales growth of Chinese 
smartphone vendors reflect how 
much these brands have grown in 
recent years as international brands, 
and also point to the worldwide 
demand for cheaper smartphones that 
have features of high-end phones at a 
fraction of their price. 

Smartphone shipments have banner year in 2015

Facebook to
introduce emojis

In what is perhaps one of its biggest changes 
in recent times, Facebook is introducing 

‘Reactions’, a set of  five emojis, alongside its ‘Like’ 
button as a way for users to respond to posts.

Reactions will serve in place of the much-
requested ‘Dislike’ button that users wanted, 
to respond to news that they considered bad 
news. However, fearing that some users might 
use the Dislike tool in a undesirable manner, 
Facebook has now come up with five emoji-
based Reactions. Users can use the emoji 
for ‘Love’, ‘Haha’, ‘Wow’, ‘Sad’ and ‘Angry’, 
in addition to the ‘Like’ button to react to an 
update in a more varied manner.

Facebook is understood to have selected the 
six reactions by consulting with sociologists 
and other experts in the field, while attempting 
to condense how people reacted to posts into 
emoji-based reactions.

The Reactions can be used by clicking and 
holding on the Like button, which will still 
show underneath every post. This will bring up 
a menu of different reactions, and allow users 
to select any of them. Each of the reactions 
will be added underneath the post showing 
different reactions.

Google sees integration of its services and 
constant improvements to its offering as a 

way of keeping users glued to the search giant. 
In its most recent move, Google has made it 
much easier to find orders, reservations, flights, 
and other information hidden inside your email. 
Now when you perform a search inside Inbox — 
its alternate app for Gmail — the app will try to 
present you with exactly what you are looking for, 
rather than just giving you a list of relevant emails. 

If you search for an upcoming flight, for 
instance, Inbox should present you with a card 
that lists your flight information; Google says 
Inbox can also find addresses, phone numbers, 
membership numbers, events, bills, and package 
tracking details all through the new search 
feature. For the most part, this new feature just 
helps to surface something that Inbox is already 
doing: pulling out the most important parts of 
your email in the form of cards. However, being 
able to get the card you want just by searching 

for it should be a huge help when you need to pull 
something up quickly — for instance, to find flight 
confirmations, check-ins, and car rental info while 
approaching a customer service counter.

Some of the things that Inbox can surface 
through search appear to be new to the app, 
too. Membership numbers do not make sense to 
highlight in your inbox, but being able to pull them 
out when requested makes sense; same goes for 
addresses and phone numbers. Of course, Inbox 

will still display search results, too, they will just 
appear below the highlighted card. The update 
appears to be rolling out gradually, with Google’s 
blog post saying the feature will start to go live 
this week.

Meanwhile, Google has added a new feature to 
Maps for Android that could make its navigation 
software even smarter. Called ‘Driving Mode’, 
the new Maps mode will take into account your 
history and current location to try and determine 
your destination and then suggest info about your 
route such as travel times and traffic conditions. 
It appears to be similar to the algorithmic 
suggestions offered up in Google Now cards, yet 
tailored for getting around by car and even when 
you already know how to get there. You will be 
able to launch Driving Mode with an app icon 
shortcut or through Maps’ in-app sidebar. Google 
Maps version 9.19, the one with Driving Mode, is in 
the process of being pushed to the Play Store and 
may not be widely available for some time. 

Google makes Inbox app and Maps smarter

Starting next month, customers in Delhi will be 
able to take delivery of their online shopping 

orders from kiosks set up at major Metro subway 
stations. The kiosks will allow customers to pick 
up their orders at their convenience and also make 
payments using debit or credit cards.

Solving logistics issues in major cities is an 
expensive and complicated headache for India’s 
e-commerce companies. Several leading players 
in this field, including Flipkart, Snapdeal, and 
Amazon, have already spent millions of dollars to 
build their networks and invest in logistics startups. 
Last-mile logistics — or shipments between locals 

distribution centers and consumers — are key, 
since traffic is bad in many Indian cities, addresses 
are difficult to find, and deliveries have to be made 
on time to avoid costly return trips. Making it 
simple for consumers to pick up orders reduces the 
amount of trips delivery personnel have to make 
every day and ensures that shoppers do not have 
to wait around at home for their package. 

One startup that has already taken a similar 
approach is Qikpod, which has raised $9 million 
in funding to solve those problems with smart 
lockers in heavily trafficked areas in India’s 10 
biggest cities. 

Subway station kiosks in India to serve as e-commerce outlets




