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Undersecretary for Migrant 
Workers Affairs of the 

Philippines Department of Foreign 
Affairs Atty. Sarah Lou Arriola was in 
Kuwait to oversee progress of Filipino 
workers availing amnesty program of 
Kuwait. Arriola met with journalists 
to answer questions pertaining to 

several issues and concerns involving 
Filipino migrant workers and the 
embassy. Arriola affirmed that no 
final agreement has been reached 
between both countries and that 
deployment ban for Filipino workers 
will remain. The Times interviewed 
Atty. Arriola regarding pressing issues 
involving OFWs in Kuwait:

The Times: What is the purpose 
of your visit to Kuwait?

Atty. Arriola: The team of 
officers from the Department of 
Migrant Workers Affairs (OUMWA) is 
currently providing assistance for the 
repatriation of Filipino workers who 
would like and need to return home. 
The presence of OUMWA in Kuwait 
is marching order by the Philippine 
President to utilize the funds of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs to help 
all Filipinos who wish to go home. 

The team supports the Philippine 
Embassy contingent.

The Times: Will you be meeting 
your counterparts or officials in 
Kuwait? 

Atty. Arriola: The meeting with the 
officials form the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Kuwait is ongoing and we 
are very thankful that they travelled 
to Philippines to discuss further 

current issues on deployment ban and 
provisions requested by the Philippine 
government. Initial documents have 
been signed earlier but the Philippine 
President required more and looked 
into government to government 
contracts for OFWs. Among other 
provisions include 7 hours continuous 
rest per day, no leftover foods for 
house helpers, six days of work with 

Continued on Page 7

No final agreement has been reached…. Still lots left to be done
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The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)-Kuwait 
Chapter organized its first cricket tournament exclusively for 

its members at Boulevard, Salmiya. Four teams ‘Ledger-ndary’, 
Accountables’, ‘Auditaholics” and ‘Red Inks' registered for the 
tournament.

The winners received the ICAI-Kuwait Chapter rolling 
trophy and medals. CA Mukhtar Sajjanlal presented the man 
of the match awards; CA Saibal Basu, CA Sai Devata, CA Noel 
Cherian and CA Kaizar Shakir presented the medals to the 
players of the victorious team followed by the trophy being 
presented by CA Ramesh Khanna.  CA Noel Cherian, Vice 
Chairman of ICAI Kuwait Chapter proposed the vote of thanks. 
This fun-filled event was appreciated by all the members. The 
Kuwait Chapter of ICAI has over 400 members and conducts 
continuing education and knowledge sharing programs for the 
benefit of its members.

ICAI in association with Landmark Group
organizes first cricket tournament

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

White Souls General trading 
Company will hold a two-day 

job fair on the 6 and 7 April at the 
Best Western Plus Hotel in Salmiya, 
located at the back of Al Salam 
Mall from 9 am till 6 pm. The event 
hopes to offer good job packages 
to both nationals, who would be 
finishing their local contracts, 
currently without employment and 
those deciding to return home and 
would like to find better salaries and 
working conditions.

In an interview with Khaled 
Al Asfoor, Owner and General 
Manager of White Souls General 
Trading Company and organizer of 
the event, he said that the decision 
to put together twenty companies 
is a response to the needs of local 

business establishments, who are 
finding difficulty in hiring Filipinos 
due to the recent and uncertain 
deployment ban by the Philippine 
government and those companies 
who only hire personnel locally. 
“Filipinos and Nepalese nationals 
are highly commendable due 
to their deep passion to deliver 
their jobs well and outstanding 
public relations with customers,” 
commented Al Asfoor. He urges 
both the Filipinos and Nepalese 
nationals to visit the job fair and 
not miss the opportunity that 
could provide them with alternative 
options. Ambassadors of the 
embassies of Philippines and Nepal 
have been invited to grace the 
opening ceremony and officials 
from both embassies related to 
labor and consular issues have been 
requested to be present to answer 
queries on related concerns. 

To find out more details about 
the event, interested companies 
and applicants may call Lino Rosete 
at 66351100.  

White Souls Company to hold two-day 
job fair for Filipinos and Nepalese Rapporteur of Financial and Economic Affairs Committee 

in the Parliament MP Saleh Ashour has affirmed the 
constitutionality of the proposal to impose tax or fees on 
expatriates’ remittances, similar to what banks and exchange 
companies do when transferring funds abroad without affecting 
the exchange rate.

Ashour pointed out that Article 48 of the Constitution 
stipulates the right of the State to impose taxes on everyone, 
whether citizens or expatriates, taking into account their income 
and ensuring they lead a decent life. According to the article, 
payment of taxes and public imposts is a duty as per the law 
which regulates exemption of those with very low income in 
such a way that the minimum standard of living is maintained.

He reiterated the Constitution grants the State full right 
to impose taxes or fees on expatriates in accordance with the 
law; while taking into account those with very low income, the 
possibility of exempting some people from paying the tax and 
imposing fees on remittances.

Meanwhile, Researcher Mohammad Ramadan said the tax 
will bring about more harm than benefits. He highlighted the 
experience of the United Arab Emirates in creating investment 
opportunities for expatriates to invest their money, stressing 
that such a step will be more profitable for the state instead of 

imposing taxes. Ramadan indicated that imposing such a tax 
will leave expatriates with no choice but to search for other ways 
to send their money, even through illegal methods. He added 
that allowing expatriates to own real estate in Kuwait is a good 
way of taking advantage of their money.

Meanwhile, experts stressed Kuwait has about three million 
expatriates but they remit about $15 billion per year. According 
to IMF, the maximum revenues expected from imposing this tax 
are about 0.3 percent of the total national revenues of Kuwait, 
which is $4 billion. This amount is very less compared to the 
amount required to bring about the required economic reform.

No decision taken on remittance tax for expatriates
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Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion 
Authority invited the China Arab 

Exchange Association to attend ‘Kuwait 
Investment Forum’ from 19 to 22 March. 
On the special occasion, the Chinese 
Association in Kuwait held a ceremony 
to welcome the China Arab Exchange 
Association at the Tang Chao Restaurant of 
Holiday Inn, Salmiya on 19 March.

Under the theme, 'One Belt, One Road', the 
Vice-President Qin Yong introduced the latest 
business situation in West Asia and all Gulf 

countries and went on to touch on projects 
focused in Kuwait in 2018. 

Chairman, Dong Taikang pointed out recent 
developments in Kuwait. Thereafter, both key 
members negotiated how to promote and 
collaborate to join with Kuwait Enterprises to 
pursue the Update Target on 'New Kuwait 2035'.  
After a delicious traditional lunch, talented 
members played piano and were involved 
in singing and ballet dancing. The ceremony 
culminated with both parties sincerely signing 
a Co-Op MOU. 

China Arab Exchange Association delegation 
receives warm welcome from Chinese in Kuwait

Badr al Samaa Medical Centre management 
invited 20 mothers from various nationalities 

including Indians, Egyptians and Kuwaitis among 
the hundreds who took antenatal care at Badr al 
Samaa Medical Centre, Farwaniya in the last 1 year. 

The event honored the mothers and their 
families for being part of Badr Al Samaa’s antenatal 
care program and was held on its premises. It was 
inaugurated by Dr. Pragathi Nambiar and Dr. Gehan 
Yousry (Obstetrics and Gynecology Specialists), 
who presented topics covering safe antenatal care 
and motherhood thereafter. 

Among the topics discussed were the 
importance of investigations and ultrasounds 
along with goals of antenatal care and the 

schedules. For more info and details on Specialists 
Obs/Gyn Doctors and Antenatal Care of Badr Al 
Samaa Medical Centre, Farwaniya, please call 
24759250 / 70 / 80 or Mob: 60689323.

Badr al Samaa honors mothers 
on International Mother’s Day

Staff Report

Students and parents of children in Grade 10 
and 12 studying in Indian schools in Kuwait 

expressed a huge sigh of relief as CBSE announced on 
Friday that no retest would be necessary for them, 
rescinding an earlier decision taken on Wednesday 

after the board admitted that the exam paper was 
leaked before the exams.

The news dispels the worry many students had 
that the re-examination would affect their study 
schedule and their performance in other exams, 
particularly the students of Grade 12 who have to 
ready for entrance examinations for undergraduate 

admissions. The Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE), a leading Indian education body 
that is affiliated with a number of schools in Kuwait, 
announced on Friday that the re-examination for 
Grade 10 and Grade 12 students would be held in 
only Delhi and Haryana states of India as there was 
no evidence that the leak of examination papers 

tainted the exams in other Indian states and abroad.
Around 24,500 schools are affiliated with CBSE 

(inside and outside India.   This year total of 1,638,805 
students  are registered in class 10 examination 
out of which 289,878 are from Delhi region which 
includes foreign schools. In class 12 total of 1,200,417 
out of which 250,732 from Delhi region.

Huge relief for students and parents as CBSE scraps re-examination

The Kuwait Motor City was opened by and 
under the patronage of H.H the Amir 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in a 
ceremony held at Arifjan  south of the country 
on 28 March. 

The ceremony was attended by H.H. the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, H.H. the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Jaber AL-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy 
National Assembly Speaker Ouda Al-Ruwaie and 
senior state officials along with the Minister of 
Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah 
and Amiri Diwan Administrative and Financial 
Chief Abdulaziz Eshaq.

The Motor City was constructed in 14 months 
on an area of 2.6 million square meters, the 
main track of a length of 5,610 will host the chief 
racing events, and there is also a 1,750-meter 
track for international kart racing events. The 
venue has sidetracks for drag race events as well 
as allows for motocross, rally, and dune racing to 
be held as part of the Motor City motor sports.

The Motor City could receive around 8,000 
spectators and houses VIP halls in addition to 32 
vehicle repair shops and a parking lot for around 
3,300 automobiles. 

As part of the ceremony, a documentary film 
explaining the different stages of the colossal 

multiphase project was shown and different 
types of vehicles and motorbikes performed in 
a show.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister Ali Jarrah 
Al-Sabah congratulated the country's leadership 
and people on the opening of the Kuwait Motor 
City, a project aimed at developing motorsports 
in the country as well as providing motor 
enthusiasts with an outlet to practice their 
passion and hobby.

Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah said in his speech that 
Kuwait Motor City is a dream that came true 
due to the care and support by H.H. the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and 
added that the country's youth could utilize 
their energy in a positive way with the opening 
of this venue.

Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah hoped that the venue 
would be utilized to organize regional and 
international motorsport events, affirming that 
the facility is up to the task. Local motorsport 
athletes will highly benefit from Kuwait Motor 
City where they can test and develop their skills, 
said Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah.

The Amiri Diwan official thanked all those 
who took part in the construction of the Motor 
City, and added that their efforts will stand as a 
testament to the robust Kuwaiti spirit.

Kuwait Motor City opens opportunities 
for motor sports in Kuwait
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Most people think that the 
examination mark is the 
criteria to achieve success. 
But I don’t agree with 
this.” He shared that back-
benchers catch up with 
the rank holders in life. 
Success is neither subject 
to examination scoring 
nor exclusive to careers in 

medicine or engineering.

Conversation
          with 

        Dr. V. Binumon
Staff Report

Dr. V Binumon had dreams of following 
in his father’s footsteps and becoming a 
police officer but was instead steered into 
a career in education on his insistence. 
His initial reservations and apathy quickly 
gave way to a lifelong passion for teaching 
when he came face to face with the 
curiosity, appetite, and vigour of students 
at a government school he was sent to for 
training as part of a module of his degree. 

He started out his career as a guest lecturer 
at a university, and made quick strides after 
joining a CBSE school as a senior secondary 
teacher where he was quickly promoted to 
senior secondary headmaster. He would soon 
take on the responsibilities of Vice Principal, 
Principal, and Academic Director, start the first 
education consultancy in South India before 
making his way to Kuwait and serving as the 
Indian Community School of Kuwait’s (ICSK) 
Principal and Senior Administrator.  

His meteoric rise in school administration 
is not the most impressive thing about the 
National Award winning educator. What makes 
him so compelling is his commitment to never 
stop learning. Apart from a PhD in Education, 
Dr. Binumon has Masters Degrees in subjects 
ranging from Zoology to Psychology, Political 
Science and Business Administration, along 
with a host of diplomas and certified courses 
in diverse topics. He is currently pursuing a 
degree in Law and believes that with time and 

effort, everything is possible. 
Dr. Binumon never gives up on the opportunity to learn 

different things as, “Learning diverse subjects has the 
benefit of bringing about different mind-sets.” He hopes 
to instil this same passion for learning in his students 
and shares that the secret to inspiring students is being 
a good model. What sets the inspirational teachers apart 
from those that fail to leave an imprint on students’ lives 
is whether or not they have led by example. Teachers, 
he stresses, should exhibit the behaviour, character, and 
qualities they wish their students to emulate. 

Despite his several posts and appointments, Dr. 
Binumon is critical of the Indian education system. 
He shares his opinion that no radical change has been 
witnessed in the field in the last ten years, and while 
change is needed, there is a lack of initiative to make it 
happen. “The Boards measure the memory of the child 
instead of testing the knowledge”, he stated, bemoaning 
the fact that rote learning still remains endemic to 
the teaching and learning process with an antiquated 
colonial ethos holding our institutions in place. “The 
subject content from Grade 1 to 12 is all connected with 
life but the current system fails to make it relevant to 
the students.” This disconnect, he remarks, is a grave 
tragedy. 

The biggest change seen in the students’ lives today 
is the connectivity afforded by the internet, the ubiquity 
of electronic devices and the widespread adoption of 
social media. While the promise of intellectual growth 
is touted as the great benefit in the information age, 
Dr. Binumon warns that several other aspects are being 

neglected. “True values-based education stands on four 
pillars of physical, emotional, intellectual, and spiritual 
development.”

Parental engagement, he informs, is also waning. 
“Parents today are of the opinion that if they put their 
children in a good school, their responsibilities are over,” 
The family plays the major role in a child's development 
and in the present nuclear family setup, the responsibilities 
are even greater. Dr. Binumon feels that parents aren’t as 
sacrificial, "I am giving everything, is a phrase commonly 
used by parents. It is a very materialistic framing. The child 
should feel that the parents are investing time in him or 

her, and not just money. We should understand that giving 
everything is not parenting.” He urges parents to say no to 
their children instead of indulging them, and encourages 
them to provide them challenges for growth. 

Having spent time in both India and Kuwait, Dr. 
Binumon highlighted a few differences between Indian 
students here and back home along some parameters. 
Firstly, as students in the Middle East are mostly not adept 
in vernacular languages, they develop strong English 
speaking skills. But he shares that they cannot be deemed 
good communicators as there is a gap in areas of non-
verbal communication. On the other hand, while students 
in India who do not go to CBSE or international schools, 
may lag behind in English language proficiency, they are 
often multi-lingual and possess other strengths.

Students in India, Dr. Binumon opines, are more 
determined to overcome challenges. While children here 

are insulated from hardships and not exposed to different 
environments, often living monotonous lives. He suggests 
that it is easier to misguide children who grow up here as 
they are less emotionally stable. Children in India, he adds, 
display higher emotional intelligence, physical fitness, and 
spiritual quotient. He also observes more consumption of 
junk food and less exercise among students here.

“Most people think that the examination mark is the 
criteria to achieve success. But I don’t agree with this.” He 
shared that back-benchers catch up with the rank holders 
in life. Success is neither subject to examination scoring 
nor exclusive to careers in medicine or engineering. “We 
put pressure on kids to learn things they have no interest 
in and pursue a career they have no aptitude for, and 
wonder why they are unsuccessful. Children should attain 
success through their own ambitions and interest.”

He shared that as competition is bound to only get 
fiercer in the future, students need to develop self-
confidence which only comes through experiencing 
different things, being a team player, taking up leadership 
roles and practicing communication skills. Extra-curricular 
activities that provide such opportunities should not be 
neglected. 

Of the approximately 50,000 Indian students in Kuwait, 
8000 are sitting board exams. He advises students to not 
consider examinations as a test. In order to eliminate fear, 
they should be treated as a celebration. Students must 
understand that they have studied something, be it 30% 
or 80% of the portion. He warns against negative self-talk 
or thoughts of failure and urges the practice of positive 
affirmation. Parental support is also crucial in this regard, 
keeping comments positive near the examination. 

Time management is another important component 
during examinations. Children are not super computers 
and their studies and revisions should be planned out 
knowing that they cannot process everything in their 
mind. A good timetable leading up to examinations leads 
to an organised set up in the mind without pressure.

Dr. Binumon recommends tackling a model exam 
a day prior to the examination to get over nerves 
and encourages six to eight hours of sleep the night 
before to ensure utmost recollection, meditating with 
positive visualisations of a successfully attempted 
paper before bed and first thing in the morning.  
Blessings from parents, a good breakfast, and quiet revision 
on the journey to the examination centre are good practices 
to follow along with absolutely no discussion of the 
question paper after the exam so as not to impact the next. 

While ongoing training is important for good results 
in every profession it is crucial for teachers. Without 
this, he shares, they will be stuck in the same rhythm 
and expected changes will not happen. He reveals that 
teachers who have been in the field for long can become 
unchallengeable and closed off to change. But the best 
teachers are those who go to the classroom even after 
decades of experience behind them and treat each day as 
their very first. 

Dr. Binumon points to several new initiatives in the 
works, from the implementation of Association of 
Chartered Certified Accountants course started in the 
school, to plans of bringing IGNOU courses to the campus 
with special batches for female students, entrance 
coaching centres for medicine and engineering and a host 
of cultural activities to bolster the confidence of students 
and encourage curiosity through enjoyment.

India will soon be the biggest centre in terms of human 
resource and in a position to meet the challenges of the 
world economy, he shares. The young need to be equipped 
with the required technical and vocational skills to provide 
the necessary human inputs and so Indian education has a 
great role to play in all of this and a lot of ground to cover.

Read Online: http://www.timeskuwait.com/Times _ In-
Conversation-with-Dr-V-Binumon
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What makes him so compelling is his 
commitment to never stop learning. Apart 
from a PhD in Education, Dr. Binumon 
has Masters Degrees in subjects ranging 
from Zoology to Psychology, Political 
Science and Business Administration, 
along with a host of diplomas and 
certified courses in diverse topics. He 
is currently pursuing a degree in Law 
and believes that with time and effort, 

everything is possible. 
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On the occasion of the National 
Day of Greece, the country's 

Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Andreas 
Papadakis hosted a reception on 26 
March at his residence. The Acting 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Ambassador Sheikh Dr. Ahmed Nasser 
Al-Muhammad was the chief guest 
at the function, which was attended 
by members of the diplomatic corps, 
Kuwaiti officials, special invitees and 

media personnel.  In his address to 
the gathering, Ambassador Nasser 
Al-Muhammad highlighted the strong 
relations between Kuwait and Greece. 
He pointed out that the discovery 
of ancient Greek monuments in 
Subbiya and Failaka Island only further 
strengthened the ties between the 
two countries.  He mentioned that 
next year would be the celebration 
of the 55th anniversary of diplomatic 

relations between Kuwait and Greece.  
On his part, the Ambassador Papadakis 
noted that the embassy is celebrating 
the 117th anniversary of his country’s 
independence and establishment 
of the modern State of Greece. He 
affirmed the close bilateral relations 
between Kuwait and Greece in all 
fields, and underscored the many visits 
exchanged between senior officials of 
the two countries.

Reception held to mark Greek National Day

About 14 percent of the flats in investment 
residential buildings are empty, as per a 

recent study conducted by Kuwait Real Estate 
Association. In other words, about 52,000 flats 
out of a total 371,000 flats in 13,353 residential 
buildings are empty.

Real estate experts expect this phenomenon 
to increase in the coming summer season 
particularly by the end of June 2018 when the 
school year will come to an end.

They indicated that a number of expatriates 

are planning to leave Kuwait, and some of them 
have already informed the owners of their 
buildings about their intention to leave.

The experts explained that a huge number of 
expatriates, due to the increase in medical fees, 
electricity charges as well as prices of different 
commodities and services, are planning to send 
their families home in order to limit the expenses.

The recent increase in the prices is not 
accompanied with increase in salaries which has 
increased the financial burden for expatriates.

Meanwhile, Executive Chairman of Ayan Real 
Estate Company Ibrahim Al-Awadhi affirmed 
that the rents have clearly fallen in most places 
of Kuwait. He revealed that the rent of a flat with 
two bedrooms and two bathrooms in Salmiya 
area has reduced to KD300 per month and to 
KD270 per month in Hawally area.

Al-Awadhi agreed that the coming summer 
season will witness increase in the number of 
vacant flats and decrease in demand, indicating 
that the building owners will sooner or later be 

obligated to reduce the rents in order to avoid 
mass losses. In addition, real estate expert 
Abdulaziz Al-Dughaisem disclosed that the rents 
have reduced by 20-25 percent especially for the 
recently constructed flats that have several major 
shortcomings such as small spaces and lack of 
services such as car parks and maintenance.

He stressed that 60 percent of the recently 
constructed flats are very bad such that some of 
them are referred to as ‘like flats’, which will be 
difficult to rent out in the coming period.

52,000 flats in residential buildings are empty
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Classic buttermilk biscuits are 
a delicious treat. Quick, easy, 
and light as a feather, they can 
be served for breakfast, lunch, 
tea, dinner and even dessert! 
The technique is simple, but 
the results are spectacular.

Here is what you need to know 
about preparing your own buttermilk 
biscuits:

Take a flour inventory: When 
preparing, you will want to use flour 
that will not get overworked, stay 
tender, and produce a light-as-air, 
flaky biscuit. All-purpose flour is your 
best bet. 

Choose your fat wisely:  Biscuits can 
be made with lard but nothing beats 
butter. The sweet flavor of the butter 
best complements the natural flavor 
of the buttermilk. It is recommended 
to use a high-fat, flavorful one, but 
whichever you use, make sure it is 
nice and cold before mixing. 

Know your leavener: Many recipes 
for biscuits use self-rising flour and 
also add more leavener (usually baking 
powder). It may seem like a lot, but 
biscuits are not a time to skimp on it. 
Aside from the little bit of steam you 
get from cold butter hitting the heat of 
your oven, biscuits rely exclusively on 
chemical leaveners - there are no eggs 
to make them light and fluffy. Baking 
powder - a mixture of baking soda 
(sodium bicarbonate), cornstarch, 
and a powdered acid - is the most 
commonly used chemical leavener 
for biscuits. A generous amount of 
baking powder is crucial to light, fluffy 
biscuits - but too much will lend a 
chemical taste to your final result. 

Do not skimp on the buttermilk: 
Buttermilk is traditionally low in fat, 
and if there was ever a time to find 
the good, local product, this is it. 

Take a note from pie dough: The 
process of making biscuits is quite 
similar to mixing a pie dough: Rub the 
cold butter into the flour to create 
shingled pieces of fat throughout the 
flour. The idea is to create a shaggy, 

mealy mass with butter pieces 
ranging from the size of a walnut half 
to the size of a pea. 

Do not roll out the dough: Biscuit 
dough should be handled as little 
as possible to keep it tender. Lightly 
flour your surface and use your hands 
to shape the dough into a square or 
rectangle. The most important thing 
here is the thickness - you want a 
generous height to begin with to 
make those gorgeously towering 
biscuits. Use a floured biscuit cutter 
to cut out your biscuits and transfer 
them to your prepared baking sheets.

Take a moment: Chilling biscuits 
before baking is really helpful. Fifteen 
minutes in the refrigerator or five 
minutes in the freezer usually does the 
trick. Your biscuits will not dramatically 
suffer if you do not have time for this 
- they just tend to spread out more, 
rather than gain vertical height.

Butter or egg wash: Once you are 
ready to bake, you have got two 
options for finishing your biscuits: 
Brush them with melted butter or 
with an egg wash. 

Decide for yourself: If you want 
pretty, go with egg wash. Or, you can 
brush them with egg wash before 
baking, then coat with a bit of melted 
butter when they first come out of 
the oven.

Maintain the heat: Biscuits, like 
pies, breads, and most yeast-risen 
pastries benefit from a high oven 
temperature. 218 degrees Celsius is 
the magic number - it creates steam 
as moisture evaporates from the 

butter, creating a burst of leavening 
straight out of the gate. Plus, the 
immediate burst of heat is a surefire 
way to get the best oven-spring from 
your leavening agent.

Finish with flair: Finish your 
buttermilk biscuits with a sprinkling 
of flaky salt after they have been 
buttered or egg washed. 

  Buttermilk

Biscuits

Ingredients
5 cups all-purpose flour 
1 tsp. kosher salt
2 tbsp. baking powder
1 ½ sticks unsalted butter, cold 
and cubed
2 cups buttermilk

Preparation:
Preheat the oven to 218 degrees 
Celsius. Line two baking sheets 
with parchment paper.

In a large bowl, sift the flour, 
salt, and baking powder together 
to combine. Add the cubed 
butter and toss to coat. Cut the 
butter into the flour until the 
mixture forms a shaggy mass, 
with pieces of butter similar in 
size to walnut halves. 

Make a well in the center of 
the bowl and add the buttermilk. 
Toss gently to combine the 
ingredients, taking care not to 
overmix.

When the dough is fully 
moistened and combined, turn 
it onto a lightly floured surface. 
Press the dough into a one inch-
thick square. Lightly flour the 
surface of the dough.

Use a floured circle cutter 
(1 1/2 to 3 inches wide) to cut 
biscuits. When you have used all 
of the dough, bring it together 
and knead it lightly a few times. 
Repeat cutting biscuits from the 
dough until all of the dough is 
used up.

Transfer to the prepared 
baking sheets and refrigerate 
for 15 minutes. Brush the chilled 
biscuits with egg wash or melted 
butter and garnish with a 
sprinkling of flaky salt.

Bake until the biscuits are 
risen and golden brown. Cool 
slightly before serving.

RECIPE
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one day off, standard working contract 
between employer and employee 
formulated by both government.  We 
hope to come to terms with Kuwait with 
a model contract, which other countries 
can apply and we are grateful that both 
countries are open to talks, although it 
might take a bit of time.

The Times: Why does the Philippine 
government insist on sending 
house helpers amidst thousands 
of documented abuses committed 
against them?
Atty. Arriola: We have a long standing 
good relationship with Kuwait and what 
occurred recently was a wake up call for 
both countries to work on the grounds. 
We thank Kuwait for their help but one 
abuse is but too many and we have to 
stand firm and as a sign of protest the ban 
was implemented. Unlike the previous 
government which simply lip serviced 
and did not attend to the OFWs needs. 
The Philippine government wanted an 
agreement that is clear and if anything 

is violated they will be held accountable. 
The President wants a government to 
government agreement. This is also in 
response to OFWs who still would like to 
stay in Kuwait and work but with safer 
working environment. 

The Times: So after your visit, what 
can we expect to happen?
Atty. Arriola: The agreement as of now 
is on technical stage but the President 
think it’s not enough and we are waiting 
for Kuwait response, it’s all about the 
issue of accountability.  The Philippine 
Embassy has already started filing cases 
and let us see how the justice system 
works, with the total deployment 
ban both countries are suffering and 
as per President words, we are going 

towards a government to government 
agreement with a central agency to 
handle deployment. But again we trust 
in the leadership as the President is the 
architect of the government and we at 
DFA will always support.  As of now we 
can’t promise anything but the embassy 
will be here always to be the OFWs 
sanctuary and assist in the needs of our 
migrant workers. We hope the President 
comes to Kuwait in due time and it will 
be one great celebration.

The Times: Filipinos bound for Kuwait 
affected by the ban have asked for 
financial assistance and lifting of the 
ban for skilled workers, what has been 
the development so far?
Atty. Arriola: This concern is under the 

Department of Labor and Employment 
(DOLE), we at DFA apologize to them 
but this move is in solidarity with abused 
Filipinos in Kuwait. It is a sacrifice they 
can do for the rest of Filipino migrant 
workers abroad. It is an ultimate sacrifice 
but this is all for now and we also 
have to look forward to other possible 
markets overseas. Let them approach 
DOLE and surely assistance is available 
as promised.

The Times: There have been loads of 
news from different news agencies 
which announced lifting of ban for 
Filipino workers and sources are 
quoted from the Secretary of Labor 
himself. What is real truth on the 
issue of lifting of ban?
Atty. Arriola: DFA has no information 
on this matter but at the end of the day 
the President will still make the final 
decision and we will all support. The 
last time the president said that unless 
justice is served with Demafelis case 
and agreement is made then the ban 
will stay. We are still waiting for the 
result of her case. DOLE and DFA were 

both present during the negotiations 
and the secretaries are the alter ego 
of the President yet no assurance has 
been made regarding the issue. There 
is no advice from the President and 
instructions whatsoever regarding the 
lifting of the ban.

The Times: Recent news in social 
media lambasted the embassy on 
Philippine diplomats beating an 
Egyptian lawyer within the embassy 
premises and in front of the envoy, 
has there been investigations on the 
matter?
Atty. Arriola:  The report has been 
submitted by the Philippine Ambassador 
to the Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
and that impartial investigations are 
currently being done. 

Those people at fault will be fully 
sanctioned based on anything under 
the civil service law. But we assure 
the public that it is an issue which the 
secretary knows and a team is working 
on the case and decisions will be made 
based on policies of discipline and 
professionalism.

Bangladesh Embassy in Kuwait 
observed the 47th Anniversary 

of Independence and National Day of 
Bangladesh with a grand celebration 

at JW Marriot Hotel on 27 March. 
The chief guest for the event was 
Minister of Oil and Electricity and 
Water Bakheet Al-Rasheedi, while 

other attendees included members 
of the diplomatic corps, Bangladeshi 
community, special invitees and 
media personnel. 

In his address to the guests, 
Ambassador of Bangladesh to 
Kuwait H.E.  S. M. Abul Kalam lauded 
the historic relations Bangladesh 

has continued with Kuwait, and 
noted that Kuwait was the first GCC 
state to acknowledge Bangladesh’s 
independence.

LOCAL

Bangladesh embassy marks country’s National Day

Deployment ban to remain between Kuwait and Philippines
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Beach Volleyball Tournament: Radisson Blu will 
be organizing a beach volleyball tournament 
at its location, on Al Bida’a Road, Al Ta’awn 
Street, from 1pm to 8pm. Further information 
will be available upon registration. For more 
information and to register: Call, 25673888 or 
visit, www.vikingclubkuwait.com. 

International Sports Fitness Exhibition: A 
sports fitness exhibition will be held from 
10am on 3 April to 9pm on 4 April at the 
Kuwait International Fair, Street 1, Mubarak 
Al-Abdullah. The event, which will be held 
under the patronage of the Kuwait Ministry of 
Health, will focus on sports, fitness and health 
in the Middle East. For more information: Call, 
69986600 or visit, www.isf-kuwait.com. 

Night Run: Kuwait Banking Association will be 
organizing its first glow in the dark run from 
7pm to 9pm. The 5km run will commence 
and end at Murooj Complex and will include 
participants of all ages. The registration fee 
is set at KD 10. For more information and to 
register: Visit. www.events.pro-vision.com.  

Concert: Tyga: International Hip-Hop artist 
Tyga will be performing live for the first time 
in Kuwait at the Mishref Exhibition Ground, 
from 8pm to 11pm. Limited tickets are 
available, the price of which will vary from 30 
KD to 75 KD. For further information and to 
book your tickets: Visit, www.eventat.com. 

AlCorniche Prime Bites TRI Festival: 
AlCorniche Club will be organizing a fun and 
competitive event at its location at 6:30am. 
Participants have the option to enter either 
Super Sprint distance (375m swim – 12k bike 
– 2.5k run) or Sprint distance (750m swim – 
24k bike – 5k run), individually or team-relay. 
For more information: Visit, www.events.pro-
vision.com.  
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Men do not learn much from the 
lessons of history and that is the most 
important of all the lessons of history.

Thoughtfor the Week

Q8 Weekly Run: Limitless Action will be 
organizing the Q8 weekly run in front of Babel, 
Salmiya, at 7:30pm. The event is open to all 
regardless of age and gender. To register: Visit, 
www.limitlessaction.com. 

Careers Expo: The second careers expo will 
be held at the Inn & Go Plaza Hotel, Fahad Al 
Salem Street, from 9am to 3pm. Recruiters 
from various industries will be attending this 
expo. University graduates with a degree in 
accounting/finance are welcome to apply for 
the post of Interns. All candidates must bring 
along their printed resumes, copy of the ticket 
and copy of civil id. For more information and 
to register: Visit, www.eventbrite.com. 

The Tempest Play: Staged in Kuwait (SIK) 
will be organizing William Shakespeare’s 
famous play, The Tempest at the American 
United School, at 7pm. The one night only 
Gala performance event is the culmination 
of a week-long tour by London’s Young 
Shakespeare Company around the best 
International schools in the country. For more 
information and to book your tickets: Visit: 
http://stagedinkuwait.com. 

Caracal Eyes Live Performance: A local band 
that plays all genres from classic to metal, 
Caracal Eyes will be performing live at the 
Discovery Mall, at 6:30pm. Ticket prices and 
other information is available on registration. 
For more information and to book your 
tickets: Call, 99110264.

Instant Cash- Global Money Transfer, one 
of the fastest growing money transfer 

companies in the country, recently held its 
premier business partner meet for their top 
agents in Kuwait at the Millennium Hotel and 
Convention Centre.

The event was well attended by professionals 
of the Kuwait Remittance Industry. Acting CEO 
of Instant Cash, Philip Daniel, put forward a 

very positive forecast for Kuwait and the Middle 
East and went on to highlight the company's 
key strengths of providing competitive rates 
and a robust network through their various 
partnerships. He said, “Instant Cash, with their 
presence across more than 100 countries, is 
today one of the fastest growing money transfer 
operators in the world. The service is available 
across major money exchanges in Kuwait."

Instant Cash- Global Money Transfer
holds meet with business partners

The newly released REDTAG app is a game 
changer for online shopping that allows you 

to access great style at your fingertips.  Download 
the REDTAG app now and enjoy a world of rewards 
exclusively designed to enhance your shopping 

experience with REDTAG.  Some of the amazing 
features of the app are: special prices using 
augmented reality, personalized offers for loyal 
and new customers, joining bonus points,  new 
collection updates,  store locator for every region, 

rewards on referrals to your friends and family and 
tier based rewards program (silver, gold, platinum).

 The app is user friendly, interactive, fun and gives 
its customer’s access to the latest collection on their 
phone. One can be up-to-date on trends, check their 
transaction history and select their desired fashion 
wear, all before even visiting a store. 

The app has other great benefits such as it 
enables customers to earn and redeem points on all 
purchases, gives exclusive access to sales and offers, 
birthday bonuses, as well as special invites to events 
and much more. There is also a lucky draw for 
customers to win exciting giveaways every month. 
Explore a world of opportunities and get spoilt with 
rewards, offers and points. REDTAG loyal customers 
now have something new and exciting to look 
forward to and new customers can get on board 
too and enjoy endless benefits while shopping with 
REDTAG.  Download the REDTAG app, now available 
on Apple and Android phones: http://rtrewards.
com/app-download/en/

‘A world of rewards’ now 
available on your smartphone
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Oncost Cash & Carry, the first 
wholesale membership retail 

store in Kuwait, opened its 4th 
outlet in the country in Shuwaikh 
on 26 March. The new outlet was 
inaugurated by the Chairman of IFA 
Hotels & Resorts, Talal Jassem Al-
Bahar, alongside the CEO of Oncost 
Cash & Carry, Saleh Al-Tunaib, and 
the COO of Oncost Cash & Carry, 
T.A. Remesh, in the presence of their 
excellences the Ambassadors to 
Kuwait, of Guyana, Mexico, South 
Korea, along with diplomats from 
the embassies of Turkey, Philippines 
and Indonesia, as well as top 
management, staff and well-wishers.

The new outlet is not only the 

largest Oncost store in Kuwait, but 
also the brand's first wholesale outlet 
in the Capital Governorate.

 Oncost’s new branch offers 
customers the benefits of 
wholesale shopping in a modern 
retail environment that prioritizes 
significantly discounted prices to 
its customers. Wholesale shopping 
in a retail environment is a new and 
unique model that is unparalleled in 
Kuwait's wholesale market sector.

The brand’s pricing policy has been 
constructed to focus on competitive 
pricing by the unit and wholesale 
prices by the carton, thereby passing 
on substantial savings to its loyal 
customer base, particularly to those 

who make large volume purchases. 
Moreover, there are the added 
benefits of weekly promotions 

that see customers shopping for 
household staples gaining great 
savings. 

In January 2018, Oncost 
launched its first and the only retail 
Membership Program that offers a 
cash-back reward of up to 4 percent. 
Registration to the Membership 
Program is free to all customers and 
can be used in all Oncost stores. 

 As part of its expansion drive, 
Oncost plans to open a new branch 
in Farwaniya Governorate in the 
immediate future, and more branches 
are slated to open shortly in the 
Hawally and Jahra Governorates. 
The expansion is in line with the 
company's strategy of extending its 
reach across Kuwait, while providing 
affordable prices to customers in all 
governorates.

Oncost Cash & Carry opens 4th branch in Kuwait

With the aim to spread legal awareness 
of the laws in the country and to help 

expats learn their rights, Indiansingcc (IGCC) 
launched a legal clinic services for its fellow 
citizens with the help of Legal Protection at 23 
March at 25th February Tower Sharq Kuwait.

The program was inaugurated by Khaled-
Al-Askar, Head Lawyer Legal Protection in the 
presence of Guest of Honors Harinder Singh 
Negi (Head of Finance Ali-Alghanim Group), 
Kareem Irfan (President FIMA) and Dinesh 
Kamath (AGM Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait).

A large number of expatriates turned in 
to the event, which was addressed by the 

eminent lawyer Khaled Al-Askar and well 
managed by the firm. The lawyers on the 
panel addressed queries on various legal 
subjects and answered the questions posed by 
the audience, who wanted to gain knowledge 
and seek help in certain matters from the 
speakers. The firm is tasked with providing 
legal insurance at minimum fees and offered 
extensive coverage to Individuals to help 
them deal with legal matters.

IGCC and Legal Protection have promised 
to continue organizing such events together 
in order to help people go through these legal 
procedures hassle free if so required.

IGCC holds Legal Awareness/Clinic in 
coordination with Legal Protection Kuwait
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Diabetology & Internal Medicine
Ob & Gynaecology
Paediatric
Dermatology & Cosmetology
Orthopedic surgeon
ENT
Ophthalmology
General Medicine
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Physiotherapy
X-ray & Ultrasonography
Laboratory
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Healing Hands & Loving Care.....

SA

÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷

Farwaniya -  Opp.Police station & Co operative Society - Tel:24 76 88 64
info@shifaaljazeera.com.kw - www.shifaaljazeeracom.kw

info@alnahilclinic.com -www.alnahilclinic.com - info@shifaaljazeera.com.kw 
Jleeb Al Shuyoukh,(Abbassiya) - Khalid hiqab Al ashhab st.Tel:24 34 70 90

Fahaheel - Mecca Street-Near Roundabout - Life Tower - Tel:239 19 020 
info@fh.shifaaljazeera.com.kw - www.shifaaljazeeracom.kw

The House of Total Health Care......

Fahaheel:   +965 65 95 95 34

Farwaniya: +965 24 73 40 00

Abbassiya:  +965 60 05 74 77

Contact us

HOTLINE

REGIONAL

A new report on compensation and benefits 
in Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states 

reveal that 2018 could turn out to be yet another 
year of conservative and cautions strategies on 
compensations and benefits (C&B).

The study by Informa Middle East, a 
leading business intelligence firm operating in 
Knowledge and Information, predicts that lower 
level salary increases are significantly down, 
with 20.96 percent of companies expecting to 
give only a 3.5 percent increase or less. 

Around 10.5 percent of companies expect to 
implement pay freezes and 3.36 percent believe 
that they will have to reduce salaries. 

Similarly, fewer companies are willing to 
experiment with adjusting their healthcare 
provision package (a vital C&B consideration 
from last year) or offering wellness programs. 

The specter of VAT implementation is also 
adding to the caution permeating 2018’s C&B 
landscape. The majority (58.58 percent) of 
companies will not consider VAT when deciding 
whether to increasing salaries in 2018/2019, 
while only 14.48 percent said that VAT would 
be an influencing factor. The remainder (26.96 
percent) is still undecided about the impact of 
VAT on salaries.

However, plenty of GCC companies are still 
planning to develop dynamic C&B strategies 
this year. 'Improving employee engagement’ 
has become the top area of focus for 2018, 
mentioned by 45.34 percent of participants 
in the study. This was closely followed by 
'improving employee retention', which was up 
41.18 percent.

To satisfy these focus areas, more companies 
are investing in training and development 
programs, pension option offerings and 
vehicles to improve the link between employee 
performance and pay. Additionally, instances 
of larger pay increases are on the rise, as 17.23 
percent expect to increase salaries by between 
5 to 6.5 percent this year.

Compensation and benefits to stay stagnant in 2018 

Dubai Public Prosecution 
has directed the Dubai 

Police to initiate criminal 
proceedings for charges of 
cyber crime and abuse using the 
internet / social media platform 
against five persons of Indian 
origin. Investigations by the 
Dubai Police has confirmed one 
of the above manipulated and 
circulated false social media 
posts giving the impression 
that the gold jewellery sold by 
the brand is impure and fake. 
The said person, has during the 
investigation process admitted 
that he had logged in and 
slandered the Complainant 
Company. The investigation 
against the others are under 
process. 

The maligning posts were 
made viral across social media 
platforms and more evidently 
on Whatsapp groups. The posts 
further claimed that the UAE 
showrooms of Kalyan Jewellers 
were sealed and the owners 
arrested. 

The legal action follows 
a complaint filed by Kalyan 
Jewellers LLC before the Dubai 

Public Prosecution against 
spreading fake videos and false 
news on social media. Dubai 
Police is working closely with the 
cybercrime department and is 
actively pursuing investigations 
to identify other possible 
perpetrators who had uploaded 
similar false videos/posts.

Kalyan Jewellers had 
immediately refuted the false 
claims by posting a statement 
on their official social media 
handles. Lauding the vigilant 
and methodical procedure 
of the Dubai police, Mr. T.S 
Kalyanaraman, Chairman and 
Managing Director of Kalyan 
Jewellers said, “It is very 
reassuring to see the steps taken 
by the Dubai Police to contain 

the social media abusers. This 
is evidence enough for the 
perpetrators to know that 
social media slandering will 
not be taken lightly. A brand’s 
reputation is built over the 
years by the contribution and 
hard work of many people. Such 
instances of fake propagated by 
a few irresponsible individuals, 
is an attempt to tarnish the 
image and reputation of brands. 
These acts have deep impact 
on the emotions of all those 
associated with the brand and 
the company. I thank the UAE’s 
legal system and the Dubai 
Police for taking strict measures 
in preventing cybercrimes and 
establishing the truth in such 
situations.” 

Criminal proceedings against five in Dubai

Qatar National Library (QNL), a member 
of Qatar Foundation (QF), will celebrate 

its official opening in April with two weeks 
of events to mark the occasion. The public is 
invited to attend lectures, panel discussions, 
and exhibitions that highlight the library’s 
leading role in spreading knowledge and 
promoting the history and heritage of Qatar, 
the Arabian Gulf region, and beyond.

On 17 April, the Qatar-German exhibition 
will open with a detailed look at the history 
of Arabic and German fairy and folk tales, and 
how the two traditions influenced each other. 
The exhibition highlights, among other things, 
modern techniques of storytelling in Qatar and 
Germany and includes contemporary German 
and Qatari tales inspired by the Arabian Nights 
and the fairy stories of the Gebrüder Grimm.

The first QNL Heritage Library exhibition 
will open to the public on 17 April, displaying 
a wide range of items from the collection 
that illustrate the spread of ideas throughout 

the Islamic world, as well as documenting 
interaction between Arabs and the West 
through the centuries. The exhibition 
features books, manuscripts, maps, globes, 
and travelers' instruments, telling the story 
of Qatar, along with the history of science, 
literature, women, writing, travel, and religions 
in the region.

On the evening of 17 April, QNL will host 
‘Truth Matters: The Era of Fake News,’ an 
inaugural panel discussion on how so-called 
‘fake news’ is being used in the current political 
climate to manipulate political agendas and 
what should be done about it. Panelists include 
Roger Cohen of The New York Times; Roly 
Keating, Chief Executive, the British Library; 
Charles Henry, President of the Council on 
Library and Information Resources; and Maggie 
Salem, Executive Director of Qatar Foundation 
International. The panel will be moderated 
by Samer Shehata, Professor of Middle East 
studies at the University of Oklahoma.

On 18 April, in conjunction with the 
opening of QNL’s first digital exhibition, data 
journalist and designer David McCandless 
will deliver an inaugural lecture titled 
‘Information is Beautiful: A Data-Driven 
Tour of the Universe’. McCandless will use 
visualization to tell stories about the way 
we live, exhibit enhanced journalism, reveal 
unseen patterns, and challenge the audience’s 
way of seeing the world.

Continued on Page 15

 Qatar National Library announces 
full slate of events to mark opening
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Peru is a country of history, culture, beauty, and 
adventure, with a full spectrum of possibilities for 
travelers. The ancient Inca City of Machu Picchu is 
one of the highlights of any trip to South America, 
but there is much more to discover throughout Peru. 
Visitors can take a boat trip on the highest navigable 
lake in the world, look out over one of the deepest 
canyons in the world, try their luck sandboarding in 
the dunes, hike in the Andes, fish for piranha in the 
Amazon, explore the mysteries of the Nazca lines, 
walk through ancient ruins in the Sacred Valley, or 
experience modern Peru while wandering the streets 
of Lima. The diversity of the landscape, the people, 
and the experiences here make Peru one of the most 
unique destinations on the continent.

Lima: After Cairo, this sprawling metropolis is the second-
driest world capital, rising above a long coastline of crumbling 
cliffs. To enjoy it, climb on the wave of chaos that spans from 
high-rise condos built alongside pre-Columbian temples, and 
fast Pacific breakers rolling toward noisy traffic snarls. Lima is 
also sophisticated, with civilization that dates back millennia. 
Stately museums display sublime pottery; galleries debut edgy 
art; solemn religious processions recall the 18th century and 
crowded nightclubs dispense tropical beats. No visitor can miss 
the capital’s culinary genius, part of a gastronomic revolution 
more than 400 years in the making.

Arequipa's Historical City Center: At more than 2,300 meters, 
Arequipa is often regarded as Peru's most beautiful city. Set 
against a backdrop of snow-capped mountains, the city center 
is a designated UNESCO World Heritage Site. The city's main 
claim to fame is the old architecture constructed of sillar stone, 
a volcanic rock that radiates a bright color in the sunlight. Most 
of the colonial buildings in the historic city center are made from 
this stone, giving rise to its nickname of the ‘white city.’

Machu Picchu: Perched high upon a ridge, 300 meters above 
the Urubamba River, the majestic Inca City of Machu Picchu is 
one of the most dramatic settings of a ruined city anywhere in 
the world. Almost as impressive as the ruins themselves is the 
spectacular backdrop of steep, lush, and often cloud-shrouded 
mountains. Standing near the caretaker's hut, looking out over 
Machu Picchu, the jungle covered mountains, and the river far 
below, it is not hard to imagine why the Incas chose this place 
to build their city.

Lima's Plaza de Armas: One of the most pleasant places in Lima 
is the main square, Plaza de Armas (Plaza Mayor), in the heart of 
the city's historic district. Most of the buildings on the square, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, date to the mid-18th century. The 
highlights around the Plaza de Armas are the cathedral on the 
east side and Government Palace on the north. Also of interest 
are the Archbishop's Palace and the Casa del Oidor.

Cusco's Architectural Treasures: Walking through the streets 
of Cusco is like wandering through a museum, with history 
built upon history in this UNESCO World Heritage Site. Inca 
ruins have been used in the foundations of many of the lovely 
old colonial buildings lining the narrow roads, showcasing the 
city's long history. The main square, Plaza de Armas, in the city 
center is home to the Cathedral and La Compania, two equally 
impressive structures.

Sillustani: Situated outside the city of Puno and not far 
from Lake Titicaca, Sillustani is the site of some of the area's 

most impressive funerary towers. Standing as high as 12 meters, 
these structures were built by the Colla people around AD 600 
to bury their nobility. Most of the towers are set in a scenic area 
along the bank of Lake Umayo.

The Inca Trail: The famous Inca Trail is a four-day hike, which 
terminates at Machu Picchu, and is regarded by many as the 
highlight of their trip to Peru. This scenic trail is often more 
demanding than what many people are expecting, but also 
more rewarding. There are a couple of different starting points 
for the Inca Trail, but the traditional four-day hike begins at km 
82 of the Cusco - Aguas Calientes rail line. From this point, the 
trail passes more than 30 Inca ruins and traverses through some 
spectacular scenery. The most difficult portion of the trail is the 
second day of the hike, with a climb of 1,200 meters in elevation 
gain and two high passes.

Lake Titicaca: The sparkling blue water of Lake Titicaca is 
surrounded by rolling hills and traditional small villages, offering 
a mix of beautiful scenery and culture that sets it apart from 
other regions of the country. Sitting at 3,820 meters above sea 
level, Lake Titicaca is known for being the highest navigable lake 
in the world, but it is also an extraordinarily scenic area where 
visitors can relax and enjoy some tranquility. A boat trip to the 
islands and surrounding villages is the best way to appreciate 
the lake. One of the main tourist attractions is the Uros Floating 
Islands (Islas Flotantes), which sustain small communities of Uros 
Indians. These are man-made islands constructed of reeds that 
have sustained a traditional way of life since the time of the Incas.

Colca Canyon: Although it was once thought to be the deepest 
canyon in the world, Colca Canyon, twice as deep as the Grand 
Canyon, is the second deepest after nearby Cotahuasi Canyon. 
The canyon reaches a depth of 3,400 meters and is the result of 
a seismic fault between two volcanoes. At the base far below is 
a winding river.

Nazca Lines: The mysterious Nazca lines are an unusual sight 
that will leave visitors with a sense of awe. These huge images on 
the desert floor were relatively undiscovered until planes flying 
over the area in the 1920s saw the lines from the air and realized 
they formed distinct patterns and images. From the air, it is 
possible to see 70 different plant and animal drawings as well 
as hundreds of lines and other geometrical shapes. Although 
it is not known exactly who created the lines or how and why, 
theories hold that the lines were the product of the Paracas and 
Nazca cultures sometime between 900 BC and AD 600.

Puerto Maldonado and the Amazon: Just a half hour 
flight from Cusco, Puerto Maldonado is a key jumping-
off point for tours of the Amazon. This is a completely 
different experience than visitors will find in other parts 
of Peru, with hot humid jungle and a chance to see all kinds 
of unique wildlife. Caimans, capybara, monkeys, parrots, 
turtles, and piranhas are what visitors can expect to find in 
this part of the country.

PERU
Land of the Incas

12 TRAVEL
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More than a decade ago, I undertook a 
study, together with Graciela Kaminsky of 

George Washington University and Carlos Végh, 
now the World Bank’s chief economist for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, examining more 
than 100 countries’ fiscal policies for much of 
the postwar era. We concluded that advanced 
economies’ fiscal policies tended to be either 
independent of the business cycle (acyclical) or 
to lean in the opposite direction (countercyclical). 
Built-in stabilizers, like unemployment insurance, 
are part of the story, but government outlays 
also worked to smooth the economic cycle.

The benefit of countercyclical policies is that 
government debt as a share of GDP falls during 
good times. That provides fiscal space when 
recessions materialize, without jeopardizing 
long-run debt sustainability.

By contrast, in most emerging-market 
economies, fiscal policy was procyclical: 
government spending increased when the 
economy was approaching full employment. 
This tendency leaves countries poorly positioned 
to inject stimulus when bad times come again. 
In fact, it sets the stage for dreaded austerity 
measures that make bad times worse.

Following its admission to the eurozone, 
Greece convincingly demonstrated that an 
advanced economy can be just as procyclical 
as any emerging market. During a decade of 
prosperity, with output close to potential most 
of the time, government spending outpaced 
growth, and government debt ballooned (see 
below). Perhaps policymakers presumed that 
saving for a rainy day is unnecessary if this time 
is different and perpetual sunshine is the new 
normal.

Fast-forward to the United States in 2018. 
Trillion-dollar deficits as far as economists can 
project are prima facie evidence that the arc 
of fiscal policy in the US bends in the wrong 
direction. An aging 
population should be 
husbanding resources for 
the future, not spending 
on itself now. Of course, 
democracies have a 
long history of over-
rewarding current voters 
at the expense of future 
generations, but the 
current scale and scope of 
fiscal largess is mistimed 
to both the trend and 
cycle of the US economy. Most analysts believe 
the US is at or near potential output. Fiscal 
stimulus at such a time is plainly procyclical.

The previous round of fiscal stimulus dates to 
the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act, enacted in response to the Great Recession. 
The stimulus stretched past the immediate need, 
the ultimate price tag rose to $840 billion, and 
the net economic benefit remains debatable. Yet, 
even with these flaws, the legislation addressed 
the palpable cyclical reality of an unemployment 
rate touching 10%. This is what to expect in the 
exercise of discretionary policy, which is why the 
unemployment rate moves inversely with the 
federal budget deficit.

The Reagan tax cuts of the early 1980s came at 
a time when the unemployment rate was climbing 
to post-war highs, the economy was in recession, 
and the Federal Reserve battling inflation and 
keeping interest rates at or near record highs. 
The gross public debt at the time, at 31% of GDP, 
was small potatoes compared to today’s ratio of 

105%. The two main pillars of fiscal policy passed 
since December contravene the fundamental 
design principle of countercyclicality. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 and the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 are projected to put 
the deficit above $1 trillion by next year, even as 
most economists project the unemployment rate 
to move lower. Most Federal Reserve officials, for 
example, expect the unemployment rate to be just 
above 3.5% over the next three years, or almost 
one percentage point below their assessment of 
its natural rate. 

This forecast of excess demand is an important 
part of the Fed’s rationale for raising the policy 
rate and shrinking its balance sheet. The net 
result of fiscal and monetary policy moving in 
opposite directions is that the Fed will make the 
government debt created by this legislation more 
expensive. The scale is not inconsiderable. The 
Center for a Responsible Federal Budget forecasts 
that interest costs will be the fastest-growing 
component of the budget, eating up 14% by 2028.

True, the federal tax code is in dire need of 
improvement, and last year’s reform, especially 
the reduction in the corporate tax rate, should 
boost output in the longer term. But such a gain 

is hard to bank on, and 
there is no plausible 
way that reform pays 
for itself. Rather, the 
preferable strategy 
would have been to 
pair costly tax policy 
changes with revenue-
raising and expenditure-
cutting initiatives. In 
fact, this year’s budget 
deal goes further in the 
wrong direction, making 

it likely that the public debt exceeds nominal 
income within ten years. 

My concern about excessive government 
debt back goes a long way, both in terms of my 
research agenda and along the timeline of global 
economic performance. In work with Vincent 
Reinhart and Kenneth Rogoff examining a sample 
of advanced economies since the Napoleonic 
War, we found that periods of high debt were 
paired with long periods of weak economic 
growth. And in the current context, any adverse 
effect of debt on economic growth will intensify 
ongoing headwinds.

An aging US population implies lower 
participation in market activity. This, together 
with slower productivity, implies that rising 
entitlement spending will take a bigger slice of 
the income pie. Indeed, the Congressional Budget 
Office foresees increases in spending relative to 
GDP of about five percentage points in each of 
the next two decades. Some officials argue that 
foreign investors’ appetite for US government 
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Whatever Happened to Saving for a Rainy Day? 

This forecast of excess demand 
is an important part of the Fed’s 

rationale for raising the policy rate 
and shrinking its balance sheet.

debt – the rest of the world holds almost half 
of all outstanding Treasury securities, worth 
more than $6 trillion – insulates America from 
economic harm. Capital-account surpluses, 
mirrored in current-account deficits, summed to 
about $3.3 trillion from 2010 to 2017, compared to 
an $8 trillion aggregate federal deficit.

But those macroeconomic outcomes result 
from policy decisions abroad and the market-
clearing movements of financial prices. Officials 
in important emerging-market economies chose 

to accumulate Treasury securities, because US 
yields, albeit low, were higher than in other 
advanced economies. A confrontational stance 
on trade, together with greater reliance on 
government debt, may well extract a higher 
toll to balance flows of goods and services and 
of capital. Moreover, the US will be paying for 
its current excesses with the promise of future 
payments, and inefficient stimulus now will not 
give future generations the productive resources 
needed to make good on it.
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Date set for first inter-Korean summit since 2007

North and South Korea have agreed 
to hold the first inter-Korean summit 
since 2007 on April 27, South Korean 
government officials say after 
holding high-level talks with their 
North Korean counterparts.

The announcement last week followed 
preparatory talks in the border village of 
Panmunjom inside the Demilitarised Zone.

The South Korean delegation was led by Cho 
Myoung-gyon, the unification minister, while Ri Son-
gwon,  chairman of an agency that deals with inter-
Korean affairs, headed the team of officials from 
North Korea. The summit - only the third to take 
place since the 1950-1953 Korean War - is scheduled 
to be attended by North Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
and South Korean President Moon Jae-in.

According to Yonhap news agency, the pair will 
meet in the Peace House on the southern side of 
Panmunjon. The summit is expected to prove 
significant in the global diplomatic push to resolve 
the standoff over the North's nuclear programme.

Artists from both countries will collaborate for 
a show on April 3, the South's Yonhap news agency 
said. The talks will precede musical performances 
in Pyongyang in early April by a group of South 

Korean singers. The two sides will hold another 
preparatory meeting on April 4 to discuss protocol, 
security and media coverage issues. Al Jazeera's 
Kathy Novak, reporting from Seoul, said the 
announcement is "really quite a win-win situation 
for the South Korean president". 

"This is a sharp turnaround from where things 
were at the end of last year," she said. "Back then, 
the two countries technically were at war. Then the 
meetings followed in the lead-up to the Winter 
Olympics. It's quite a win-win situation for the 
South Korea president and now he's getting what 
he wished for."

With goodwill'
Against this backdrop, South Korea's 

presidential office said a Chinese official was 
heading to Seoul to brief President Moon about 
the summit this week between North Korea's and 
China's leaders. The two-day trip by Yang Jiechi, 
Chinese state councilor, follows talks earlier this 
week between Kim Jong-un and Xi Jinping.

On Wednesday, Chinese news agency Xinhua 
quoted Kim as saying the nuclear weapons issue 
could be resolved if South Korea and the US 
respond to North Korea's efforts "with goodwill".

"It is our consistent stand to be committed to 

denuclearisation on the peninsula, in accordance 
with the will of late President Kim Il-sung and late 
general secretary Kim Jong-il," Kim said, referring 
to his grandfather and father, according to the 
statement by China's foreign ministry.

"The issue of denuclearisation of the Korean 
Peninsula can be resolved if South Korea and the 
United States respond to our efforts with goodwill, 
create an atmosphere of peace and stability, while 
taking progressive and synchronous measures 
for the realisation of peace." A summit between 
North Korea's Kim and US President Donald Trump 
is also expected to take place by the end of May.

The fast-thawing relations between the two 
countries, just months after the North Korean 
leader boasted of having a nuclear button on his 
desk, started in January when cross-border talks 
took place before the 2018 Winter Olympics.

The Pyeongchang Games saw athletes from 
both sides of the border march under a unified flag 
at the opening ceremony of the event, which also 
saw a joint female ice hockey team.

North Korea's willingness to hold talks has 
been welcomed by most South Koreans, albeit 
with scepticism over Kim's sincerity in abandoning 
his nuclear arsenal through dialogue, according to 
a recent poll.

A survey conducted by RealMeter in South 
Korea on Monday said 73.1 percent of respondents 
welcomed North Korea's proposal for dialogue 
and willingness for denuclearisation.

Officials from both sides of the border agree 
on April 27 as date for high-level talks after meeting in Panmunjom.

Nobel winner Malala visits hometown in Pakistan for first time since shooting
Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala 

Yousafzai visited her hometown 
in Pakistan’s Swat Valley on Saturday 
for the first time since she was shot by 
a Taliban gunman as a teenager.

Roads leading to the 20-year-old 
education activist’s childhood home in 
Mingora were blocked off earlier in the 
day, and a helicopter was seen landing 
at a government guest house about 1 
km (half a mile) from her house.

“I was told by the family that it 
was very moving when Malala visited 
her home.” said Jawad Iqbal Yousafzai, 
who is from the same Pashtun clan as 

Malala and said he had spoken to her 
father, Ziauddin Yousafzai.

He said that the family was expected 
to also visit a local army cadet college 
as well as a tourist resort.

With its scenic mountains and 
rivers, Swat is popular with holiday 
makers in Pakistan.

Yousafzai has been visiting Pakistan 
since Thursday, her first trip home 
since she was shot and airlifted abroad 
for treatment. The government and 
military have been providing security.

It had been uncertain whether 
Yousafzai would be able to visit Swat, 

parts of which spent nearly two years 
under the Pakistani Taliban militants’ 
harsh interpretation of Islamic law, due 
to continued concerns for her safety.

 “I miss everything about Pakistan 
... from the rivers, the mountains, to 
even the dirty streets and the garbage 
around our house, and my friends and 
how we used to have gossip ...to how we 
used to fight with our neighbors,” she 
told Reuters in an interview on Friday. 
Two security officials told Reuters the 
trip by helicopter would likely be just 
for one day.

The Pakistani army wrested control 

of Swat back from the Taliban in 2009 
and the area remains mostly peaceful, 
but the Taliban still occasionally launch 
attacks including one on the military a 
few weeks ago.

The Taliban claimed responsibility 
in 2012 for the attack on Yousafzai 

for her outspoken advocacy for girls’ 
education, which was forbidden under 
the militants’ rule over Swat.

She wrote an anonymous blog for 
the BBC Urdu service as a schoolgirl 
during the Taliban rule and later 
became outspoken in advocating more 
educational opportunities for girls.

In 2014, Yousafzai became the 
youngest Nobel laureate, honored for 
her work with the Malala Foundation, 
a charity she set up to support 
education advocacy groups with a 
focus on Pakistan, Nigeria, Jordan, 
Syria and Kenya.
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How to Avoid a US-China Trade War

The announcement by the Trump 
administration that the United States will 

sanction China for intellectual-property theft 
is the latest salvo in a deepening trade dispute 
between the two countries. It follows Trump’s 
March 8 pledge to place higher tariffs on Chinese 
steel and aluminum – a move some predict could 
have dire consequences for the global trading 
system.

But while these penalties are generating 
frightening headlines – and rattling investors – it is 
the recent tax bill passed by the US Congress that 
will do more to exacerbate trade tensions between 
the US and China. Unless the implications of that 
move are fully appreciated, bilateral trade ties 
could worsen much more before they improve.

The new tax legislation will widen the US 
government deficit by $1-2 trillion over the next 
decade, a shortfall in national saving that will not 
be offset by an increase in private-sector saving or 
reductions in private-sector investment.

What this means for trade, and particularly 
trade between the US and China, is key. Because 
the US current-account deficit is the sum of 
investment minus private sector and government 
saving, the US current-account deficit is likely to 

increase – again, by as much as $2 trillion over 
the next decade. The US trade deficit will surge 
accordingly, and the annual bilateral deficit with 
China could grow by $50-100 billion.

When this happens, US politicians will need to 
cast blame, and China will be the likely scapegoat. 
In that case, the new US tax law – hailed by Trump 
as a victory for the American people – will come 
home to roost in the form of even more serious 
trade tensions. While the connection between 
the tax law and an increase in the US trade deficit 
is not well understood, its impact will be felt for 
years to come.

To be sure, Trump’s demand for stronger 
intellectual-property rights in China is justified, 
given many cases of patent and trademark 
infringement. In several sectors, including energy 
and telecommunications, China requires foreign 
firms to share proprietary technology with 
their Chinese partners as a condition of market 
access. Yet Chinese officials could be persuaded 
to strengthen intellectual-property protections, 
possibly through bilateral negotiations or World 
Trade Organization litigation.

The changing innovation landscape in China is 
one reason for optimism on this front. Simply put, 
Chinese firms would also benefit from a stronger 
intellectual-property-rights regime. In the 
past, foreign firms provided the innovation, and 
Chinese firms imitated foreign design. Protecting 
intellectual property was largely a one-way street; 
only the foreign firms benefited.

That is no longer true. Many Chinese firms 
innovate and have obtained patents not only 
in China, but also in the US. Chinese firms like 
Tencent, DJI, and Huawei are as innovative as 
any US company, and Chinese CEOs are pushing 
for stronger intellectual-property protection at 

home. With the need to compel multinational 
firms to transfer technology waning, and Chinese 
firms standing to benefit from intellectual-
property protection, the US and China can more 
easily find common ground.

This is not to say that negotiations would be 
easy. For starters, the Chinese view their policies 
on technology as a necessary response to rising 
labor costs at home, and as a hedge against US 
restrictions on high-tech exports to China. With a 
rising wage level, China’s labor costs now exceed 
those of India, Bangladesh, and Vietnam. As a 
result, a shift to more technically sophisticated 
production has become essential. If Chinese 

companies cannot buy high-tech products from 
the US, they are even more motivated to develop 
their own.

A second challenge to negotiations, if they 
occur, is dwindling support from corporate 
America. In the past, companies like Boeing, 
Caterpillar, General Electric, and Cisco were 
voices of moderation; they saw themselves as 
beneficiaries of China’s large markets and low-cost 
labor. But the business landscape has changed 
dramatically, and today these same companies are 
more likely to view Chinese firms as competitors 
– not only in China, but around the world as well.

If not properly managed, these forces will fuel 
a vicious cycle. The more restrictions the US places 
on technology exports to China, the more China 
will promote domestic technology. Conversely, the 
more Chinese firms innovate, the less enthusiastic 
US firms will be about helping their counterparts 
enter the US market.

Still, some form of grand bargain on 
intellectual-property rights is possible if the trade 
puzzle is properly mapped out. Strengthening 
intellectual-property rights in China is not a zero-
sum game; better protections can benefit both 
countries.

But the biggest puzzle piece of all is one few 
are talking about. If the US and China can’t find 
common ground on how to address the ballooning 
US trade deficit, progress on the big issues of today 
may become irrelevant tomorrow.

China’s trade surplus and the US trade 
deficit ultimately reflect saving and investment 
imbalances. The non-market “trade remedies” 
being considered by the US and China might 
produce a smaller trade imbalance between 
the two economies, but at the cost of a larger 
imbalance with the rest of the world. This could 
leave consumers and companies in both countries, 
and around the world, worse off.

Trump’s demand for stronger 
intellectual-property rights in China 

is justified, given many cases of 
patent and trademark infringement.

Continued from Page 10

“One of our missions as a library is to help raise 
the information literacy of our users – to help them 
develop critical thinking and judgement skills to find, 
recognize, and use the materials they need,” said Dr. 
Sohair Wastawy, Executive Director of QNL. “Our 
inaugural panel discussion and lecture will address 
many of the important issues and opportunities 
we face in a time of seemingly limitless access to 
information.”

On 19 April, the public are invited to attend a 
lecture by Dr. Essam Heggy, a planetary scientist at 
the Viterbi School of Engineering in the University of 
Southern California, and a ROSETTA co-investigator 
at the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Dr. Heggy 
will discuss the natural forces, such as evolving 
deserts and changing coastlines, that define Qatar’s 
past, present, and future. That evening, the Qatar 
Philharmonic Orchestra will perform as part of its 
monthly Philharmonic at the Library concert series.

The architecture of Qatar and the Arabian 

Gulf takes center stage with the launch of the 
‘Traditional Gulf Architecture Week; an exhibition 
and a conference’, which is open to the public 
and runs from 22–25 April. Islamic archaeologist, 
Professor Claire Hardy-Guilbert will open the 
Architecture Week with a lecture on Qatar’s 
traditional architecture, including palaces, houses, 
shops, farms, mosques, and fortresses. The lecture 
will be preceded by the opening of an exhibition of 
photographs of Qatar traditional buildings, taken in 
1985–1986 by the French Archaeological Mission in 
Qatar, and recently acquired by the QNL.

The conference that will follow brings together 
local, regional, and international experts on the 
architecture of the Arabian Gulf to discuss its 
traditions, influences, evolution, and functions. In 
addition to the public events, QNL will be hosting 
several invitation-only events following the grand 
opening, including ‘Libraries in Conversation: A Global 
Perspective,’ a workshop in which globally renowned 
librarians will challenge and discuss assumptions 
made about libraries in the 21st century. 

 Qatar National Library announces 
full slate of events to mark opening
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The two-day conference in Uzbekistan 
is part of efforts to encourage the 
Afghan government and the Taliban to 
engage in peace talks.

Senior diplomats and representatives from 23 
countries and two organisations have called on the 
Taliban to lay down arms and embrace the peace 
offer made by the Afghan government in a seven 
page, 24 item declaration pledging support to an 
Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace process in 
Tashkent last week.

On Tuesday, delegates from 23 countries and 
two organizations adopted a seven-page, 24 item, 
declaration pledging support to an Afghan-led and 
Afghan-owned peace process.

The conference was opened by Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani and his Uzbek counterpart Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev and attended by Foreign Ministers of 
Russia, all Central Asian republics, Pakistan, deputy 
ministers of Iran, China, India and the US and EU 
foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini and senior 
diplomats from the UK, Germany, UAE, Qatar 
among others.

Key points in the declaration 
included regional cooperation 
on fighting terrorism, eradicating 
drug production and smuggling 
and ensuring all security 
assistance to Afghanistan be 
provided through the Afghan 
government only.

In response, the secular 
northern neighbor to Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, 
extended a rare but welcome invitation – to host 
a regional summit as a follow up to the Kabul 
Process meeting. The last time Tashkent hosted a 
conference about peace in Afghanistan was the 6+2 
Contact Group’s meeting in July 1999.

Last week’s initiative, at the behest of Uzbekistan 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, resulted in a major 
show of support for Afghanistan in its fight against 
terrorism and as  Thomas Shannon, the US under 
secretary of state, said: “Good-neighborliness is an 
important first step.”

He said: “It is important to note the bravery 
and courage of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev for 
the organization of this conference. These are very 
important, we can say, revolutionary steps that 
contribute to the improvement of relations and the 
solution of many complex issues.”

Noting the severity of the situation in his 
neighboring country, Mirziyoyev said in his 
opening speech at the summit on Tuesday that 
the situation in Afghanistan has a direct impact 
on Uzbekistan.  “The security of Afghanistan is the 
security of Uzbekistan,” he said adding that “the 
involvement of all new players in the conflict has 
led to a worsening of the conflict. It has ceased to 
be purely Afghan, becoming increasingly a complex 
international problem.”

In line with this, regional countries, in particular,  
also strongly opposed any provision of financial 
support, material assistance or arms to the Taliban 
and Daesh. This new declaration, which is in essence 
a framework on how regional and international 
countries can assist Afghanistan with ending the 
ongoing war, was drawn up and approved at a 
Senior Officials Meeting ahead of the peace summit 

and adopted by delegates after 
the two-day ministerial-level 
meeting.

Among the participating 
countries that adopted the 
declaration was Pakistan and Iran 
as well as Russia, China, Qatar 
and India, the US, a number of 
European Countries and other 
Central Asian states.

All nations attending pledged to support 
Afghanistan’s peace process and agreed that 
a political settlement, led by Afghanistan, but 
supported by close regional counter-terrorism and 
counter-narcotics cooperation were key to peace 
and prosperity in Afghanistan.

The delegates also agreed to “respect 
sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and 
national unity of Afghanistan and the efforts of its 
people and government for bringing peace, stability 
and development to their country.”

They also pledged to support Central Asian 

states’ efforts to advance the peace process and 
socio-economic development in Afghanistan. 
Nations involved agreed to call on the Taliban “to 
recognize their share of responsibility for bringing 
peace and security to Afghanistan.” This would be 
done in the context of a mutually agreed format, 
the declaration stated.

The document also noted that a political 
settlement between government and the Taliban 
would be a “victory for all parties and a defeat 
for none.” According to the declaration, this move 
should guarantee the inclusion of the Taliban in the 
political process “as a legitimate political actor.”

It went on to state however that in turn, the 
Taliban needs to denounce all violence and cut 
ties with international terrorist groups including 
al-Qaeda, Daesh and other transnational terrorist 
organizations. In addition, the rights of women 
were noted and the need for full and meaningful 
participation by women in all aspects of 
Afghanistan’s society, including the peace process, 
was stressed.

Delegates who adopted the declaration 
also condemned recent attacks in Afghanistan 
and denounced terrorism in all its forms. They 
acknowledged the “serious and common threats 

emanating from the nexus between trans-national 
terrorism, narcotics and organized crime to the 
security and stability of Afghanistan, the region and 
the international community at large.”

The importance of strengthening cooperation 
with Afghanistan in the fight against narcotics 
was highlighted as was the fight against smuggling 
of weapons, which are sources of financing for 
terrorism. According to the declaration, delegates 
“recognize that terrorism, narcotics and organized 
crime are interlinked global threats and require a 
common strategy based on the UN Global Counter 
Terrorism Strategy.”

As item 20 of the declaration states, delegates 
“affirm that all security assistance to Afghanistan 
should be provided through the Afghan government 
and strongly oppose any provision of financial 
support, material assistance or arms to the Taliban 
and ISIS/Daesh, which only serves to destabilize 
Afghanistan and prolong the conflict.”

This declaration was adopted by Afghanistan, 
China, France, Germany, India, Iran, Italy, Japan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, 
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United 
States, Uzbekistan, EU and UN.

Tashkent holds peace summit on Afghanistan
INTERNATIONAL




