
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah will open the first session of the 
15th legislative term of the National 
Assembly at 10am on Sunday, 11 
December.

On Saturday, His Highness the Amir 
congratulated His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah for accepting and 
bearing the premiership responsibility, 
and wishing him success in his tasks. 
Earlier on Saturday, His Highness the 
Amir issued a decree tasking the prime 

minister to form the new cabinet. 
His Highness the Amir later hosted 

the newly-formed Cabinet of the 
State of Kuwait following the Prime 
Minister presenting the minister 
tasked with various portfolios.

The line-up of the newly formed 
cabinet includes new and old faces. 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah, was reappointed, as the 
First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, as was 
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah as the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Defense, 
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior, Anas Nasser Al-Saleh, the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Finance, Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, the 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, 
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, the Minister of 
Information and Minister of State 
for Youth Affairs, Hind Barrak Al-
Sabeeh, the Minister of Social Affairs 
and Labor as well as Minister of State 
for Economic Affairs, Yaser Abul, the 
Minister of State for Housing Affairs 
and Minister of State for Utilities.

Jamal Mansour Al-Harbi has been 
appointed as Minister of Health, 
Khaled Nasser Abdullah Al-Roudan, 
as the Minister Commerce and 
Industry, Abdulrahman Abdulkareem 
Al-Mutawa', as Minister Public Works, 
Essam Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq, 
the Minister of  Electricity and Water 
as well as the Minister of Oil, Dr. Faleh 
Abdullah Al-Azeb, the Minister Justice 
and the Minister of State for National 
Assembly Affairs, Dr. Mohammad 
Abdulatif Al-Fares, the Minister of 
Education and Minister of Higher 
Education, Mohammad Nasser Al-
Jabri, the Minister of Awqaf and
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Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
Al-Saud left Kuwait Saturday, 

concluding an official two-day visit to 
the country where a meeting with His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was held.

He was seen off at the Kuwait 
international airport by His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah, His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 

Continued on Page 15

The newly-formed cabinet, 
named by His Highness the 

Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
Saturday, is the 34th in the history of 
Kuwait since 1962 and the Premier's 
seventh since he was named Prime 
Minister in December 2011.

The first cabinet in the history of 
Kuwait was chaired by the late Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah 
in January of 1962.

The second, third and fourth 
cabinets were chaired by the late 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-

Sabah - the 12th ruler of Kuwait 
- from January 1963 to November 
1965.

The 13th ruler of the country, the 
late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, was in charge of 
the cabinet from December 1965 
to December 1977. In his duration, 
he covered the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
eighth, and ninth governments.

The late His Highness the Father 
Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah 
Al-Salem Al-Sabah governed 11 
governments — the longest ruling 

Continued on Page 15

Saudi King concludes 
official visit to Kuwait

Cabinets through the ages
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Islamic Affairs as well as Minister 
of State for the Municipality. In his 
cable of congratulation to the Prime 
Minister, His Highness the Amir 
appreciated the tremendous efforts 
exerted by His Highness the Prime 
Minister to form the new Cabinet, 
and praised the efforts exerted by 
the ministers for bearing such a 
responsibility with all dedication and 
loyalty. His Highness the Amir hoped 
they will be successful in performing 
their duties.

In his cable to the Prime Minister, 
His Highness the Amir said that "great 
responsibilities and ambitious economic 
aspirations sought by the homeland and 
citizens are awaiting you, which require 
tremendous efforts be harnessed to 
speed up the peaceful development 
in the country." His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad added that 
such would only be achieved through 
working as a team, positive cooperation 
between the legislative and executive 

authorities as well as mutual keenness 
to tackle issues of citizens' concerns.

His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad also said that he is fully 
confident in the ability of the ministers 
to bear the responsibility, urging them 
to work on resolving problems affecting 
the citizens and facilitating tasks, 
according to laws and regulations. 

Reciprocating to the Amiri cable of 
congratulation, His Highness the Prime 
Minister expressed deep gratitude 
to His Highness the Amir for tasking 
him, anew, with forming the Cabinet 
"while we are at the threshold of a new 
phase in the march of development 
and prosperity, under your sagacious 
leadership and guidelines; this depicts 
the precious confidence you have 
accorded in me and the brothers, 
the ministers, who have accepted to 
cooperate for fulfilling the duties in 
the most satisfactory manner that may 
appease His Almighty, Your Highness 
and all of the citizens of Kuwait." 

His Highness the Premier, who took 
the oath in front of His Highness the 

Amir and His Highness the Crown 
Prince, said he, along with the ministers, 
is honored to shoulder the responsibility 
under the critical circumstances in 
the history of precious Kuwait and 
in an atmosphere distinguished with 

popular participation and re-embracing 
democracy as a method and mode of 
action, in the face of various challenges." 

Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak expressed 
hope he would succeed in realizing 
the Kuwaiti people's aspirations, 
outlook and constructive instructions 
of His Highness the Amir for pushing 
forward the process of construction, 
development, combating corruption 
and making reforms for sake of further 
progress and prominence." 

The swearing-in ceremony was 
attended by the Minister of Amiri 
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister 
of the Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh 
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah, the Amiri Diwan 
Undersecretary Ibrahim Mohammad 
Al-Shatti, the Cabinet Secretary 
General Abdulatif Abdullah Al-
Roudan, the Director of His Highness 
the Amir's Bureau Ahmad Fahad Al-
Fahad, the Head of the Amiri Protocol 
Sheikh Khaled Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah 
Al-Nasser Al-Sabah and the Director 
of His Highness the Premier's Bureau 

Ahmad Mahmoud Al-Rahmani. 
In a speech delivered at the first 

meeting of the newly-formed cabinet, 
His Highness the Prime Minister stressed 
that the next phase in the history of 
Kuwait should see real reformation 
and progressiveness based on serious 
decisions that will transfer the country 
to a better place, where citizens are 
secured for generations to come.

He promised to exert all efforts to 
overcome challenges, plan smartly and 
execute effectively in order to build 
a better future for this country. He 
pointed out that the first features of this 
plan, which himself and his ministers 
will strive to achieve, is to follow the 
visions and directions of His Highness 
the Amir and work to materialize these 
visions into reality. 

He also emphasized that the 
government and the National Assembly 
should work together to find the right 
solutions for various pending issues 
where each authority exercises its full 
authority without any interference 
from the other. 

LOCAL
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Democratic governments in the 
West are increasingly losing 

their bearings. From the shift toward 
illiberalism in Poland and Hungary to 
the Brexit vote in the United Kingdom 
and Donald Trump’s victory in the 
United States’ presidential election, a 
particularly lethal strain of populism is 
infecting societies – and it is spreading.

The appeal of populism is 
straightforward. Faced with stagnant 
wages and a declining quality of 
life, people feel frustrated – all the 
more so when their leaders keep 
telling them that things are getting 
better. Then the populist appears and 
promises to shake things up, to defend 
the interests of the ‘people’ (though 
really only some of them), and offers 
something arguably more attractive 
than feasible solutions: scapegoats.

At the top of the list of scapegoats 
are the ‘elites’ – established political 
parties and corporate leaders. Rather 
than protecting the ‘people’ from 
economic pressure and insecurity, this 
group, the populist declares, thrives 
on the people’s pain. By advancing 

globalization — by forcing ever-more 
openness down the people’s throat 
— they have accumulated massive 
wealth, which they then protect 
through tax avoidance, offshoring, 
and other schemes.

But it is not just the elites who are 
blamed. Yes, they have betrayed the 
people. But one way they do so is by 
foisting upon the people equal rights 
and opportunities for minorities, 
immigrants, and foreigners, who 
‘steal’ jobs, threaten national security, 
and undermine traditional ways of life.

Trump won the US presidency 
partly because of his pledges to deport 
millions of undocumented immigrants 
and ban Muslims from entering the 
country. The Brexiteers promised 
to end free immigration from the 
European Union. After the vote, 
Britain’s Home Secretary Amber Rudd 
suggested that firms hiring foreigners 
should be named and shamed.

Today’s populism advances a 
toxic new xenophobia, one that 
threatens to fracture our societies. 
For politicians, it offers an easy means 
of quickly transforming people’s fear 

Democracy was toppled by 

xenophobes in the 1930s not 

because of the strength of 

the anti-democratic parties, 

but because of democratic 

leaders’ failure to uphold their 

countries’ constitutions.

and powerlessness into an intoxicating mix of anger and 
authority. It persuades intimidated (often elderly) voters 
that, in the parlance of the Brexiteers, they can “take 
back control” of their lives and their countries, primarily 
by rejecting foreigners.

Demography makes the new xenophobia particularly 
dangerous. In much of the West, societies are becoming 
increasingly diverse. Hispanics now account for 17.6 
percent of the US population. One-third of Londoners 
were born outside the UK. In France, an estimated 10 
percent of the population is Muslim. And an estimated 20 
percent of Germany’s population have some immigrant 
background.

In this context, when politicians campaign for votes 
by advancing antagonistic and divisive identity politics, 
they sow the seeds of animosity, mistrust, and violence 
within their own societies. When candidates repeatedly 
call Muslims dangerous, for example, no one should be 
surprised by a surge in anti-Muslim hate crimes, as has 
occurred in the wake of both the Brexit vote and Trump’s 
victory. Such divided societies require a rising level of 
coercion and force to control.

Diversity should be a strength, one that helps 
societies to flourish. That is why it is so important to 
combat the new xenophobia. One way is by encouraging 
and enabling social mixing, interaction, and deliberation 
among diverse groups. Extensive psychological research 
shows that intergroup contact reduces people’s sense 
of threat, heightening the possibilities for building trust 
across society.

If community centers, schools, and public locations 
are places where people of different religions, cultures, 
and race meet, xenophobia is less likely to take root. Even 
living in an area where others mix can help. This is why 
the new xenophobia has largely been resisted in Europe’s 
most diverse cities.

A second way to combat the new xenophobia is to 
reinforce the protection of civil liberties. This means 
upholding the rule of law, even in the face of terrorist 
threats, and ensuring the independence of judges.

Yet, lately, there have been ominous moves in the 
opposite direction. Leaders in Hungary and Poland have 
been dismantling constitutional protections; France has 
used a lengthy state of emergency to suspend rights; and 
British and American politicians have publicly denigrated 
judges. Democracy was toppled by xenophobes in the 
1930s not because of the strength of the anti-democratic 
parties, but because of democratic leaders’ failure to 
uphold their countries’ constitutions.

A third way to fight the new xenophobia is through 
innovation. For example, though the Internet is often 
viewed as a great equalizer, social media are contributing 
to fragmentation. The content to which people are 
exposed is filtered, whether through self-selection or 
algorithms.

The result is echo chambers in which like-minded 
people reinforce shared convictions, creating increasingly 

Ngaire Woods   
Dean of the Blavatnik School of 
Government and Director of the Global 
Economic Governance Program at the 
University of Oxford 

The New Xenophobia 
EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

polarized silos. But, if social media platforms were 
reconfigured in innovative ways, they could have 
the opposite impact, creating spaces for citizens 
from diverse backgrounds to interact.

The threat posed by the new xenophobia 

should not be underestimated. Today, no less 
than in the past, the rejection of diversity is 
tantamount to the rejection of democracy. That 
is why it must be defended, before its opponents 
gain any more ground.
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Abubakar Adam Ibrahim is a Nigerian writer 
and journalist. He is the author of the novel 

Season of Crimson Blossoms, which recently 
won the Nigeria Prize for Literature, one of the 
richest literary prizes in the world. Besides 
being awarded the 2013 Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
Fellowship in Colombia and the 2015 Civitella 
Ranieri Fellowship in Italy, Abubakar is listed 
in the Hay Festival Africa39 list of the most 
promising Sub-Saharan African writers under 
the age of 40. 

I started my interview by asking him about 
the literary roots he grew with 

Well, I suppose that all writers encounter a 
certain kind of story-telling tradition at some 
point in their lives that helps them launch as 
writers, for some, it comes earlier than others. 
Storytelling was a natural instinct for me and it 
started with drawing pictures that told stories. 
We used to have a strong story-telling tradition 
with old women narrating stories to eager 
children by the fireside. I think mine was one 
of the last generations that enjoyed this kind 
traditional storytelling because, as children, 
we had a girl, who was older than us telling us 
stories in the evenings, sharing folklores and 
morality tales as old people used to do. By the 
time I was a teenager it was clear writing was my 
preferred choice of artistic expression and I have 
worked on building my craft ever since.

Do you think that when Wole Soyinka won 
the Noble prize in literature, he gave the 
Nigerian authors a world stand to launch 
their careers and works?
Every success by an author has resonance within 
the literary communities that identify with that 
author. When Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart 
became one the most read literary text by an 
African Writer, it inspired, and I imagine it still 
does, generations of writers. The same can be 
said with Soyinka’s Nobel Prize win and it was 
the same when Ben Okri won the Booker Prize. 
But for different generations, there are different 
inspirations and moments that are pivotal to the 
literary trajectory of a people.

How is it good or not to write in a country 
with multi-language people like Nigeria?

It has always been a preoccupation for certain 
writers what language they should write in. For 
me, it was easy to choose to write in English. It is 
not a language that dictates to me, but one I see 
as a vehicle to convey my stories to the widest 
possible audience. For a country like Nigeria with 
anything between 500-700 languages, there 
has to be a common language that unifies all 
these ethnic nationalities and English happens 
to be convenient medium. I write human stories, 

stories that explore the human condition so I 
want people from all over the world to be able to 
access these stories.

Could you give us your behind-the-scene 
story of publishing your work with an African 
publishing house in London?

Well, I have had my Nigerian publishers, 
Parresia, who published my debut, a collection 
of short stories in 2012. It was natural they would 
publish the Nigerian edition of my novel. Finding an 
international publisher though was challenging. I 
was told that the writing was beautiful but the 
story was not “for a certain market.” As absurd 
as that was, it was, of course, understandable 
because I did not feel the need to water down my 
story to satisfy the taste of certain markets. It 
was a story that I felt needed to be told the way it 
was told to capture its complexities. Fortunately, 
Cassava Republic, a Nigerian publishing house 
was at that point setting up business in London 
with the aim of taking African stories to the world 
and they took interest in the manuscript. They 
were so passionate about it that it was natural to 
publish with them and I am happy I did. We are 
having an exciting ride.

How do you introduce your most recent novel 
Season of Crimson Blossoms in few sentences 
to African and Asian readers?

Season of Crimson Blossoms is the story 
of Binta Zubairu, a devout Muslim woman, 
mother and grandmother, who at 55 starts 
an explicit relationship with a criminal named 
Hassan Reza, who is 30 years younger than her. 
Set in a conservative Muslim community, the 
relationship between the two lovers did not go 
down well with the community and with Binta’s 
children, who are all older than her lover.

You won the 2016 NLNG Nigeria prize for 
literature on the 12October 2016. It is one of the 
largest prizes for the literature in Africa and one 
of the richest ones in the world. I congratulate 
you on this unique achievement, but I would 
like readers to know more about the prize.

As you mentioned it is one of the richest 
literary prizes in the world. It is awarded every year 
and rotates among the genres of prose, poetry, 
drama and children literature so the next prize for 
prose will be awarded in the next four years. This 
is the 12th year of the prize and this year is the third 
time the prose prize is being awarded.

Considering your work in the field of 
journalism, how much positive and negative 
is it being a writer and a journalist at the 
same time?

The only negative I guess is that journalism 
takes more time from my creative writing 
but otherwise, the two have complemented 
each other for me. I have always been a writer 
and journalism was something I wanted 
to do to access people. The two have been 
complementary for me.

Speaking of your future projects…
I am working on a couple of projects. I have 

a novel I am working on and there might be a 
collection of short stories but it is still early days 
for the novel so we will see how that goes.

The New World 
Literary Voice from Nigeria

A joint venture agreement signed last week 
between Nigeria and Morocco will see 

the construction of a new gas pipeline that 
will connect the two nations. Extensions to 
this pipeline could see the network expand to 
cover several other countries in Africa and on 
to Europe.

The agreement will see both countries 
undertaking studies and implementing concrete 
steps with the aim of promoting a regional gas 
pipeline project that will transport Nigeria’s 
gas resources to several West African countries 
and Morocco. The project aims to create a 
competitive regional electricity market with 
the potential to be connected to the European 
energy markets.

No timeline was given for when the pipeline 
construction work will start and how much it 
will cost. Nigeria is rich in hydrocarbons but 
produces little electricity, making its industries 
uncompetitive. Its economy now faces a 
recession caused by a plunge in crude prices. 
Militants in its oil producing heartland of the 
Niger Delta have also blown up pipelines in a 
quest for a bigger share of Nigeria’s oil wealth, 
which has cut crude output this year.

In a separate agreement, Nigeria and the 
Kingdom of Morocco also decided to develop 
integrated industrial clusters in the sub-region 
in sectors such as manufacturing, Agro-business 
and fertilizers to attract foreign capital and 
improve export competitiveness.

New gas pipeline
to link Nigeria, Morocco

The Nelson Mandela Children's Hospital in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, which officially 

opened its doors on 2 December, is only the 
fourth specialized healthcare facility dedicated 
to children in Africa. 

Speaking at the launch ceremony, South 
Africa’s Health Minister, Dr. Aaron Motsoaledi, 
said the hospital which is classified as a central 
hospital will serve as a referral facility for the 
country and the region.

Minister Motsoaledi said the hospital was a 
fulfillment of one of Nelson Mandela’s greatest 
dreams. "This is an auspicious day for both the 
memory of Madiba and the children of South 
Africa and the region. Mandela loved children. I 
am sure that he would have been very proud of 
the Nelson Mandela Children's Fund as well as 

the Nelson Mandela Children's Hospital Trust, 
which worked tirelessly to raise funds for the 
erection of this beautiful building," he said

According to the UN Children's Fund, in South 
Africa there are over 1.2 million children with 
either one or both parents dead. It makes these 
children vulnerable, especially when they get 
ill and need specialized care," he said. The new 
world class hospital with 48 critical care beds is 
only the fourth of its kind on the continent, while 
a country like Canada has 23 such hospitals. 

"This hospital is a monument to the love, care 
and service of Madiba himself; it is a monument 
of excellence," said Graça Machel, widow of the 
country's first President. The hospital, she said, 
speaks to the fact that every child deserves the 
best of its society.

New Children’s Hospital
in South Africa a monument

to Nelson Mandela
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Italian embassy concludes Italy week with food exhibition
The Italian embassy 

concluded its week-
long Italian festival that 
celebrated various aspects 
of Italy in multifaceted ways 
with a range of events from 
exhibitions to concerts. The 
many promotional activities 
of the Italian festival aimed 
to enhance and improve 
relations between Italy and 
Kuwait, as well as encourage 
the appreciation for Italian 
culture. 

On the final day of the 
‘Italian Week’, held from 27 
November to 4 December, an 
exhibition of Italian cuisine 
titled, ‘Healthy Food, Italian 
Food Reception’ was held 
on Sunday, 4 December 
at the Regency Hotel. The 
Italian Ambassador to Kuwait 
H.E. Giuseppe Scognamiglio 
attended the gathering 
alongside members of the 
diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti 
officials and well-wishers. 

Kuwait’s Interior Ministry has 
said that in a rare gesture and 

taking into consideration the good 
and strong ties with India, it would 
not imprison or penalize the over 
24,000 illegal Indian workers, if they 
report for deportation or transfer of 
job visas.

“We are lenient towards Indian 
workers but have asked them 
to strictly follow the rules and 
regulations. The Immigration 
Department is ready to help them 
in the deportation process,” said 
Major General Talal Ibrahim Marafie, 
who heads the department, while 
speaking to a group of Indian 
journalists on a recent visit to Kuwait.

There are around one million 
Indian workers in Kuwait, who 
contribute immensely to the 
development of the country. The 
latest figures from the General 
Department of Residency show that 

there are 921,666 Indians in Kuwait 
with an overwhelming majority 
(79%) of them being males (725,620) 
and 21 percent or 196,046 being 
females, 

Major General Marafie said there 
were multiple reasons for overstay 
by illegally residing Indians. In most 
cases, workers leave their sponsors 
and work for other companies for 
financial benefits or better jobs. 
There are also cases where the 
sponsor is abroad and when visas 
expire there is no one to help the 
workers get their travel documents 
legalized. Some sponsors retain the 
passports of workers. He said the 
government was keen to help illegal 
workers if they directly report to us.

Adding that the Immigration 
Department will make necessary 
arrangements for their deportation, 
Major General Marafie noted that in 
some cases, the workers would have 

to pay a small amount as a penalty, 
but in most cases, even this has been 
waived. He said that 2,018 illegal 
Indian workers had already been 
helped to leave the country without 

any penalty.
However, the Major General 

made it abundantly clear that if 
any of the workers had indulged in 
malpractices, they would not be 

spared. With regard to the subject 
of non-payment of dues to the 
workers, he said the government 
attached great importance to this 
critical issue. Senior Interior Ministry 
official Mohammed Ajami added that 
thousands of such cases had been 
resolved. The Ministry also offers 
legal assistance to workers to fight 
their cases in court. 

The verdict has to be given 
within one month’s time so that 
the workers do not suffer any delay. 
The government has also formed a 
committee of lawyers to help foreign 
workers in settling their dues. The 
government has also proposed 
certain changes in the labor laws 
under which workers would have 
the right to retain their passports 
and travel documents. Moreover, 
sponsors will be made responsible to 
pay dues within a one-month period 
or face legal action.

Amnesty for illegal Indian workers

Indian embassy 
announces multilingual

helpline in India

For the benefit of foreign tourists 
visiting India, Government of India  has  

introduced a 24X7 Toll Free Multi-Lingual 
Tourism Helpline, available in several 
international languages, namely, Arabic, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 
Chinese, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish. 
This service is available on toll free number 
1800111363 or on a short code 1363 and 
operational 24X7 (365 days in year) offering 
a “multi-lingual help desk”. The objective 
of this multi-lingual help lines is to provide 
information relating to travel and tourism 
in India to the domestic and international 
tourists and send alerts to concerned 
authorities during the time of distress, if any, 
while travelling in India.

The Embassy advise to all tourists 
travelling from Kuwait to India to avail this 
facility in international  language of their 
choice by using the Multi-Lingual Tourism 
helpline so as to make the visit safe and 
enjoyable.

Nasser S Al Hajri (NSH) has been honored 
with the first Excellent CSR Award for its 

humanitarian services. In a glittering function 
conducted by the Tamil Nadu Engineers Forum 
(TEF) during the first excellent engineering 
awards ceremony in Radisson Blu Hotel, NSH’s 
HR Manager Pani J Anthony received the award 
from Mohammed Ghazi Al Mutairi, Kuwait 
National Petroleum Company’s (KNPC) CEO who 
expressed appreciation for their efforts including 
the programs such as UN International Day 
against drugs abuse for the youngsters, UNESCO’s 
International Literacy Day, and national level 
events for the student community. 

NSH Global Village Harmony is registered 
with the Indian Embassy in Kuwait. The Deputy 
Chief of Mission of Indian Embassy in Kuwait 
Shubashis Goldar showed gratitude for the 
services rendered by NSH. Mr. Anthony was 

accompanied by the Vice President of NSH Global 
Village Harmony D. Harikumar. Mr. Anthony 
thanks the moral support from the Managing 

Director Dr. Ravi Pillai, Country Manager Sabu 
and his colleagues that played a helping hand in 
achieving the award.

NSH honored with Kuwait's 
Excellent CSR AWARD
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Home Centre, the largest home retailer 
in the Middle East, is set to ring in the 

festive season with its new seasonal collection. 
Reflecting the essence of the season, this year’s 
festive ensemble includes trendy decorative 
items and a range of decorated Christmas trees. 

Aside from versatile entertaining essentials, 
you can also shop for the perfect gift with 
Home Centre’s range of tasteful gifting options. 
This season, the brand’s outlets are the one-
stop solution for customers seeking every kind 
of aesthetic or functional home décor item. 

Home Centre celebrates Christmas
with new seasonal collection

Kuwait Airways, the official 
national carrier of the State of 

Kuwait has received the first of its 10 
ordered Boeing 777-300ER aircraft.

Following on from the aircraft’s 
reveal in October, at Boeing’s factory 
in Everett, near Seattle; the aircraft, 
sporting the new livery and branding 
of Kuwait’s official national carrier, 
was provided a water canon salute 
and welcomed by a delegation from 
the airline, headed by Rasha Al Roumi, 
Chairperson and CEO, and Kamil Al 
Awadhi, Deputy CEO. Also present 
were, Kuwaiti Minister of State for 

Housing Affairs, H.E. Yasser Hassan 
Abul; US Ambassador to Kuwait, H.E. 
Lawrence R. Silverman; and President of 
the DGCA, H.E. Sheikh Mubarak Salim Al 
Sabah, as well as other senior officials.

Once the Boeing 777- 300ER 
undergoes its flight tests, it will begin 
its route to London, the exact dates 
of which are yet to be revealed. The 
delivery of the Boeing 777- 300ER 
represents another positive step 
forward for the Arabian Gulf-based 
airline, in support of its previously 
announced five-year transformation 
strategy, in September this year.

Kuwait Airways welcomes new B777-300ER plane

Telangana Chaitanya 
Sravanthi, (TCS) -Kuwait in 

association with Life Insurance 
Corporation (LIC) International, 
W.L.L, conducted an awareness 
seminar on the topic of ‘Personal 
Investment and Insurance 
Options’ for its members and 
their guests on 10 November 
at the M/s Global Technology 
Company (GTC) hall. TCS Kuwait 
organized for the second time 
this year a joint awareness 
seminar, this time with a reputed 
firm M/s LIC International, 
Kuwait.

The seminar included Dewesh 
Kumar, Regional Country 
Manager, LIC-Int, M.G.Shaker, 
Senior Consultant, LIC-Int, 
Vijaya Kumar, Trainer from 
Heartfullness Organization, 
along with the other Advisors, 
Sreeram Taduri, and E. 
Prabhakar, in the presence of 
all the Executive Committee 
members of TCS, Kuwait.

TCS President, Srinivas 
Vaidyula welcomed all the 
eminent guests, the presenters, 
and the fraternity of TCS. He 
highlighted the importance 
of the event proceedings, 
which included presentations 
on Personal investment and 
Insurance, and Heartfulness 
program benefits. Dewesh 
Kumar, RCM, LIC International, 
Kuwait, highlighted the glorious 
journey of their firm during the 

last four decades doing a service 
of absolute commitment, total 
dedication, proven reliability and 
promptness from their staff and 
senior management to various 
residents of Kuwait including the 
vast Indian diaspora. 

The event partners, LIC 
International Company, a 37 years 
old exchange company, made a 
presentation of their products 
and services to the members of 
Telangana Chaitanya Sravanthi 

(TCS). Top class customer service 
and responsiveness is the key 
differentiator of the Company. 
Customers from Kuwait and 
India look towards  the company 
for information, analysis and 
guidance on NRI schemes, 
taxation, exchange rates, saving 
and investment options.

All the presenters were 
honored for their effort in 
empowering and training the 
TCS, Kuwait members. 

TCS organizes awareness 
seminar on personal 

investment and insurance

The English School Fahaheel's (ESF) traditional pantomime thoroughly entertained the 
audiences in November. The classic tale of ‘Hansel and Gretel’ was full of great music, 

colorful outfits and good humor. 

ESF charms crowd with seasonal pantomime
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Mahboula

Mahboula - Blk 9 - Levels Mall , Main Costal Road  209 - Near Hardees

23733 020  &  23733 040  &  9555 4590

mahboula@mughalmahal.com   -    info@ mughalmahal.com

• Main Costal Road Location                  • Ample Car parking

• Speedy Access to Branch    • Spacious Modern Design with 100 Seats
• Designated Hospitality manager to Welcome you All

Cosy & Leisure Dining with great Value for Money

On the 25th Anniversary of the National Day 
of Kyrgyzstan, the country’s Ambassador to 

Kuwait H.E. Jusupbek Sharipov hosted a reception 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on 5 December. The 
Assistant Foreign Minister of Asia Department 

Ambassador Ali Sulaiman Al-Saeed was the Chief 
Guest for the occasion, which also witnessed 
the participation of members of the diplomatic 
corps, senior government officials, special guests 
and media personnel. Speaking on the occasion, 

Ambassador Al-Saeed stressed that Kuwait 
was keen to maintain cordial ties with countries 
regionally and internationally. He confirmed 
that Kuwait is planning to open an embassy in 
Kyrgyzstan, and stressed that comprehensive 

steps will soon be taken to widen the bilateral ties 
between the two countries. 

The event saw a display of some of the 
traditions and music of Kyrgyzstan that offered a 
glimpse of the country’s rich culture and heritage.

Kyrgyzstan embassy commemorates country’s National Day

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

The Gym Team in collaboration with 
ZPavanoo Zumba group held a two hours 

nonstop Cardio workout and Zumba on Friday 
morning at the main court of Qadsia Gym and 
Sports Complex in Hawally. The two prominent 
Zumba groups in Kuwait showcased ten 
different instructors from both groups featuring 
varied steps and routines from Latin beats to 
contemporary rhythms.

The event kicked off with brief remarks 
from the head instructor of ZPavanoo 
Sarah Dacara who welcomed the Gym Team 
members and trainers. Ricky Laxa of Viking 
Club of Radisson Blu Hotel spearheaded the 
warm up followed by ZIN Zara, ZIN Bebez and 
ZIN Khleyr of Z Pavanoo. The other half of the 
workout was led by ZIN Sofie, ZIN Janice, and 
ZIN Blanche of the Gym Team.

Both teams also announced the possibility 
of merging into one Zumba group and find 
an adequate place to accommodate its huge 
numbers of members and followers who attend 
its weekly classes. A collaboration charity 
project will also be held on the 16 December 
at Qadsia main court. ‘Latino Caliente’ will 
feature 10 different instructors will lead Zumba 

choreographies to Latin music and recommends 
use of green and red colors to celebrate the 
festive hues of the season. 

Two Latino Zumba instructors will lead the 
workouts that include Tessy Cabrera from Peru 
Alexander Romero from Colombia and other 
Zumba trainers: Blanche Bravo, Janice Capili, 
Sofie Omar, Helen Rahi, Sarah Dacara, Lyle 
Colina, Malyn Yu, Mynnha Bernardo Dy, Robert 
Serrano, Marl Louie Teppac and more.  A charity 
box will be available during the day which will 
collect used and new blankets and bed sheets 
which will be donated to the Filipinos and other 
nationals who are currently in jail. 

Blanche Bravo, one of the Gym Team’s 
coordinators expressed her gratitude to 
ZPavanoo for its generous invitations to 
have the instructors be a part of its weekly 
event and in turn the organizer of Z Pavanoo 
Edelyn Lucban thanked The Gym Team for its 
collaboration with the group and expressed 
hope that a merger between two groups will 
happen soon. The Z Pavanoo holds classes 
every Friday at Qadsia Main basketball court 
every Friday from 8 am till 10 am and The Gym 
Team conducts its Zumba classes at the Chai 
Al Dhaha Ballet Hall of the Radisson Blu hotel 
every Friday from 8 am till 9:30 am and is under 
the patronage of Ida Pellaud.

The Gym Team and ZPavanoo gather 
blankets for women in jail via Zumba class
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Tip
s

When slicing garlic, sprinkle on a little salt 
so the pieces will not stick to your knife or 
the cutting board

To enhance the taste of vegetables, slightly 
roast them with a little olive oil before using 
them in your recipe

When packing for picnic, to keep sandwiches 
from becoming soggy, pack lettuce and 
condiments in separate containers. Add just 
before serving

Here is everything you need to know about the different 
flours and where to use them.Whole Wheat vs. White: 

Wheat's seed head is made of three portions: the germ, the 
bran, and the endosperm. White flour is stripped of the 
bran and germ, leaving behind the fine, pale endosperm. 
It is more shelf-stable than whole wheat flour, but has a 
milder flavor and less nutritive qualities. 

Whole wheat flour on the other hand, is made from 
grinding all three portions of the seed head. It is more 
absorbent than white flour, thus requiring more liquid. This 
results in extra-sticky dough.

Bleached vs. Unbleached: White flour is sometimes 
treated by bleaching, either with chlorine or benzoyl 
peroxide. Bleaching flour damages its starch and protein 
content, and speeds up the ‘curing’ process, which would 
occur naturally over the course of a couple of weeks. Cured 
flour is easier to work with, making dough less gummy and 
more flexible. Bleached white flours also absorbs more 
liquid than unbleached white flours, and rise better than 
whole wheat flours.

WHEAT FLOURS
Most of the common types of wheat flour (bread, pastry, 

and more) are available as both white and whole wheat.

All-Purpose Flour: This flour contains just the seed 
head's endosperm, making it much more shelf-stable than 
whole wheat flour. Unfortunately, that also means that it 
contains less nutritious qualities, like fiber and protein. All-
Purpose flour can be bleached or unbleached. 

It is best used to prepare cookies, bread or any baked 
goods. To get tender baked goods, sift first.

Bread Flour: With a high protein content, bread flour is 
made from hard wheat and contains a greater amount of 
gluten than All-Purpose, which is made from softer wheat 
varieties. When worked by hand-kneading or processing 
with a dough hook in a stand mixer, the gluten is developed 
and contributes to a chewier consistency, which is desirable 
in artisan breads. Bread flour is best when used to prepare 
extra-chewy baked goods such as pretzels and bagels. 
Avoid using it to prepare tender cakes and pastries.

Pastry Flour: With a fine texture and lower protein content 
thanks to soft wheat varieties, pastry flour is the go-to for 
sweets for many serious bakers. Many commercially-available 
pastry flours are bleached, although some prefer unbleached. 
It is best used to prepare pound cakes, muffins and pie crusts. 

Cake Flour: Similar in protein level to pastry flour (about 
8-9 percent), cake flour is milled to an ultra-fine consistency. 

It is also traditionally bleached. Bleaching slightly damages 
the flour's starches, allowing them to absorb more liquid 
and rise higher — an ideal quality in lofty cakes. 

Sponge cakes are best prepared with cake flour. 

00 Flour: Ground to extreme fineness, this flour is made 
from soft wheat varieties, and is frequently used in Italian 
pastas. The fineness of the grind makes 00 dough easy to 
roll to extreme thinness. Avoid using 00 flour on bread as 
the grind is too fine.

ALTERNATIVE-FLOURS
Although there are dozens of alternative flours 

available, here are the most common ones used. 

Spelt: Although spelt is technically a form of wheat, it is 
often considered in the ‘alternative’ flour guide. It is an 
ancient grain, and many with sensitivity to conventional 
wheat products find they are able to easier digest spelt. It 
has a mild nuttiness, natural sweetness, and is relatively 
easy to work with. Spelt is best used to prepare breads, 
pizza crusts, cookies and more.

Rye: Although a grain, rye is not a subset of wheat. It has 
a tangy flavor and natural gumminess when processed. 
Breads baked with rye stay fresh for a longer time.

Buckwheat: Naturally gluten-free, buckwheat flour is 
blue in hue and has a very nutty flavor. It absorbs lots of 
moisture, so adjust accordingly when baking — the batter 
may require extra liquid. Pancakes, noodles and dense 
cakes are best prepared with buckwheat. 

Rice: This flour has a granular, coarse texture and is 
gluten-free. Combine it with softer, finer oat flour for more 
malleable dough. Rice flour produces best sponge cakes, 
noodles, fritters and tempura batters. Do not use rice flour 
to prepare bread.

Oat: Made from ground oats, this flour has a superfine 
and fluffy texture. It is sweet in taste, with one of the 
most approachable ‘whole grain’ flavors. Oat flour when 
combined with wheat flour makes excellent bread. Oats 
are gluten free, so they need the structure from a high-
protein flour to stand up to the bread-baking process. 
Compensate for their lack of gluten with a high-gluten 
option, like bread flour.

Nut Flours: Made simply from pulverized nuts, these 
are easy to DIY with a food processor. They can be very 
powdery, and, of course, contain no gluten. Most common 
is almond flour, also known as ‘almond meal.’ Cookies and 
tarts can be prepared with nut flour, but do not use it to 
prepare bread.

Different flours 
and where to use them

Flour is an important pantry staple in many baking projects — from 
cookies and cakes, to quick breads and pies. 
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Director of Operations at 
the General Department of 

Civil Aviation Engineer Saleh Al-

Fadaghi disclosed the new Kuwait 
International Airport Terminal will 
have the capacity to accommodate 
nearly 4.5 million passengers in a year.

He further added that the new 
terminal will add capacity of about 10 
percent to accommodate the traffic 

of Kuwait International Airport 
every year. He revealed the terminal 
will be dedicated to Kuwait Airways 
Corporation and other companies 

that offer services to the airline.
He stressed that over 12 million 

passengers have used the airport so 
far this year, adding that the airport 
was designed to accommodate 
6 million passengers, which 
will increase to 11 million upon 
completion of the new terminal. 
Al-Fadaghi indicated around 45 
international companies operate in 
the airport. The new airport project, 
which is scheduled to be completed 
in six years and which will cost nearly 
KD 1.3 billion is considered as one of 
the major projects in the country and 
a stepping stone for the execution of 
other projects.

LOCAL

New airport terminal to accommodate more passengers

The Cuban embassy in Kuwait opened a condolence book from 
28 November to 4 December in memory of Cuban Revolutionary 

Fidel Castro Ruz, who died on 25 November, 2016. A huge number 

of visitors including members of the diplomatic corps, dignitaries, 
Kuwaiti officials, businessmen and media personnel signed the book, 
offering their commiserations over the recent death of the former 

Cuban  Prime Minister and President. They with their words shared 
sentiments evoking sympathy and admiration to the eternal leader, 
who became an icon and example of dignity and patriotism.

Huge number of sympathizers sign condolence book at Cuban embassy

Turkish Airlines, Europe’s best 
airline for the sixth year in 

a row, welcomed its partners 
and stakeholders to an evening 
reception as it celebrated its 
continued market growth in 2016.

The event which was held at JW 
Mariott in Kuwait City, welcomed 
the airline’s top major companies 
and organizations, members of 
Turkish Corporate club, from all 
over the country, as well as key 
journalists, who have supported 
the airline over the years. 

Sami Aydogan, General Manager, 
Turkish Airlines, Kuwait City, said: 
“Today is a very important day for 
us as we continue to witness strong 
growth from our Kuwaiti market. 
It is also imperative that we have 

all our corporate customers 
with us here as they have been a 
crucial part of our growth, and will 
definitely prove to be a catalyst in 
our growth plans for the future.” 

Turkish Airlines in Kuwait 
today flies to a large number of 

countries globally, which include 
111 destinations from Europe and 15 
destinations from USA and Canada. 
The airline has also recently opened 
a new office in Kuwait City, which 
will assist in catering to the growing 
demands of its customers.

Turkish Airlines hosts Annual Corporate Ceremony

Tablez, the brand retailing 
company is all set to unfold a 

new chapter in the retail landscape, 
in association with Grupo Cortefiel, 
one of Europe’s leading fashion 
retailers. In a gala ceremony held at 
the Shangri-La Hotel in Bengaluru 
on Thursday, 8 December, 
Tablez signed a master franchise 
agreement with Grupo Cortefiel to 
bring two of its brands, Springfield 
– a youth-oriented casual fashion 
brand and Women’secret – 
an innerwear, swimwear and 
sleepwear brand to India.

The agreement outlines plans 
for 60 stores in India over the next 
five years. The first store is slated 
to open by April 2017 in Bengaluru. 

Adeeb Ahamed, Managing 

Director, Tablez, said, “We are 
pleased to sign this master 
franchise agreement with Grupo 
Cortefiel. We see tremendous 
potential for brand retailing in 
India and we are delighted to have 
aligned with Grupo Cortefiel, 
which has an outstanding track 
record in fashion retail.”

Antonis Kyprianou, Group 
Franchise General Manager, Grupo 
Cortefiel, said, “It has been our 
long intention to enter the market 
in India, as its one of the most 
important markets but at the same 
time challenging. With Tablez 
team we share the same vision 
and passion for this market and for 
this reason we decided to partner 
together on this challenge.” 

Tablez signs Master Franchise 
agreement with Grupo Cortefiel
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The Indian Community School 
Kuwait (ICSK) organized a Mega 

Arts Fest for the first time, with more 
than 80 different types of competitions 
in various categories in two days, three 
venues and six stages.

This first-of-its-kind event attracted 
the participation of more than 2,000 
students from all the Indian Schools in 
Kuwait. In the inaugural address by the 
Chief Guest, Ambassador of Britain to 
Kuwait H.E. Matthew James Lodge gave 
an inspiring speech. Next, the address 

by Guest of Honor, Sudha Chandran, 
Cine Artist and Dancer was an eye 
opener for the listeners. The Special 
Guest Dr. Resul Pookutty had kindly 
consented to give away about 600 
prizes for Category 1, 2 and 3 (individual 
and group), which was indeed a 
wonderful gesture.

Kala Prathiba and Kala Tilak (in each 
category) were given 4gm. of Gold and 
a Crystal Trophy. The organizers as well 
as the parents and participants were 
deeply touched by this gesture.

Cultural events presented on stage 
by ICSK students mesmerized the 
audience prior to the distribution of 
prizes for Category 4 and 5 (Individual 
and group) and the Kalathilak and 
Kalaprathiba, special awards for 
Categories 1,2,3,4,5 and the distribution 
of the overall Trophy. 

The live concert by Stephen 
Devassy, a gold medalist from The 
London School of Music, picked up the 
momentum to give the Mega Arts Fest 
a befitting finale.

ICSK organizes Indian Schools' Mega Arts Fest 2016

Indian Educational School, 
(Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Kuwait) 

(IES) emerged victorious bagging two 
‘Kalathilakam’ (the acme of artistic 
talents) awards to its credit at the 
ICSK Mega Arts Fest. 

Bhavanites proved their might and 
mettle yet again with an astonishing 
array of achievements in almost all 

the realms of the Art Fest. More 
than 20 Bhavanites were crowned 
and accolades were bestowed upon 
them during the prize distribution 
ceremony held on 2 December, 2016. 
Reine Mary John and Nakshathra 
Neeraja Binu of Bhavans bagged the 
‘Kalathilakam’ awards of categories 1 
and 2 respectively. 

Bhavans achieves a remarkable
feat in ICSK Mega Arts Fest

The Kenyan embassy in Kuwait marked the 53rd Anniversary 
of the country’s Independence Day with a reception at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel on 6 December. The Ambassador of Kenya 
to Kuwait H.E. Ali Abbas welcomed the gathering made of 
members of the diplomatic corps, dignitaries, local Kenyans and 
media personnel. 

Kenyan embassy celebrates National Day
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The Romanian Ambassador 
to Kuwait H.E. Daniel Tănase 

hosted a reception to mark his 
country’s National Day. The event, 
which took place on 4 December at 
the Sheraton Hotel, was attended 
by Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Undersecretary Khaled Al-Jarallah, 
as Chief Guest, along with members 
of the diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti 
officials and media personnel.

In his speech on the occasion, the 
Romanian Ambassador expressed his 
appreciation for the cordial welcome 
he received from Kuwait's leadership 
headed by H.H. the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He 
described the relationship between 
the two countries, which began 53 
years ago, as solid and growing, and 
that various opportunities continue 

to exist for greater cooperation 
between Romania and Kuwait. 

For his part, Minister Al-Jarallah 
stated that the Kuwaiti-Romanian 
relationship was strong and that 

both sides intended for such 
relations to continue developing 
in various aspects. Speaking on 
behalf of Kuwait and its people, he 
stressed that they fully appreciate 

the diplomatic relationship between 
Kuwait and Romania, and he went on 
to predict a promising future with 
stronger cooperation in different 
fields like tourism and investment. 

Romania's National Day, 
also called ‘Great Union Day', 
falls on 1 December and  honors 
the declaration of the union of 
Transylvania with Romania.

Romanian Ambassador hosts National Day celebrations

Ooredoo, Kuwait's fastest 
network in 2016, launched 

its exclusive Nukhba program 
for its elite customers on 
Monday, 5 December.  The 
program's tailored services 
cater to the needs of elite 
customers.

Speaking at a press 
conference, Ooredoo Kuwait's 
Corporate Communications 
Senior Director Mijbil Alayoub 
said: “The launch of Nukhba 
reiterates our investment in 
this important, and stems from 
our deep-rooted belief in our 

values of caring, connecting 
and challenging.”

Elaborating on the features 
of Nukhba, Ooredoo's Director 
of VIP and Direct Sales Jassim 
Abdulrahim said: “We're 
proud to be launching such a 
comprehensive package, which 

can be tailored to cover all the 
needs of our elite customers. 
Nukhba plans include exclusive 
benefits such as discounts and 
VIP invitations to certain events 
throughout the year.”

He also noted that Nukhba 
customers can benefit from 

an exclusive concierge service 
that can be availed at most 
valet parking spots in Kuwait, in 
addition to entering VIP lounges 
in most international airports.

Nukhba plans also include 
an unparalleled service giving 
customers 30 percent off 
international calls, in addition 
to Ooredoo Passport plans 
which give customers up to 168 
of roaming internet and 100 
minutes and roaming SMS for 
KD 10 a week only.

All Nukhba customers 
additionally get enrolled 
automatically in the Nukhba 
tier of Nojoom Program, 
a special rewards points 
program that gives customers 
points for every KD spent on 
using Ooredoo's services. The 
points can then be redeemed 
with vouchers from any of 
Ooredoo's partners, which 
include prominent retailers, 
hotels, airline companies, spas, 
restaurants and many more 
premium service providers.

Ooredoo's Nukhba Lounge 
was inaugurated on the same 
day, where customers can enjoy 
an unparalleled reception in an 
ambience that reflects Nukhba’s 
brand spirit. Customers can 
enjoy the hospitality while 
waiting to meet their account 
managers at the lounge on 
Ooredoo Head Office's 5th 
Floor where a special section 
is designated to test the latest 
devices and offerings from 
Ooredoo, including the latest 
tablets, smartphones and 
routers.

Ooredoo launches ‘Nukhba’ 
for its elite customers
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Moana: In Ancient 
Polynesia, when a terrible 
curse incurred by Maui 
reaches an impetuous 
Chieftain's daughter's 
island, she answers the 
Ocean's call to seek out the 
demigod to set things right.

Starring: Auli'i Cravalho, 
Dwayne Johnson, Rachel 
House

The Last King: In the year 
1206 Norway is raged by civil 
war. The King's illegitimate 
infant son, Håkon Håkonsson, 
which half the kingdom wants 
killed off, is guarded in secrecy 
by two men. A story which 
changed the course of the 
country's history.
Starring: Michael Aasen, 
Anders Dahlberg, Jonathan 
Oskar Dahlgren

Directed by:  Ron Clements, Don Hall
IMDb Rating: 8.2

Directed by: John R. Leonetti
IMDb Rating: 6.4

Directed by: Nils Gaup
IMDb Rating: 6.1

Directed by: Marcus Dunstan
IMDb Rating: 5.8

Directed by: Brad Peyton
IMDb Rating: 5.5

Wolves at the Door: Four 
friends gather at an elegant home 
during the Summer of Love, 1969. 
Unbeknownst to them, deadly 
visitors are waiting outside. What 
begins as a simple farewell party 
turns to a night of primal terror as 
the intruders stalk and torment 
the four, who struggle for their 
lives against what appears to be a 
senseless attack
Starring: Katie Cassidy, Elizabeth 
Henstridge, Adam Campbell

The Neighbor: Set in Cutter Mississippi, the film follows a 
man who discovers the dark truth about his neighbor and the 
secrets he may be keeping in the cellar.
Starring: Josh Stewart, Melissa Bolona, Jaqueline Fleming

Incarnate: A scientist with the 
ability to enter the subconscious 
minds of the possessed must 
save a young boy from the grips 
of a demon with powers never 
seen before, while facing the 
horrors of his past.
Starring: Carice van Houten, 
Aaron Eckhart, David Mazouz
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Some of the movies now showing at 
Cinescape & Grand Cinemas 
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15 December

17 December

18 December

21 December

22 December

1 January

GulfRun Karting Endurance 
Race: A 24 hour annual go-carting race, 
GulfRun Karting Endurance Race will be 
held at Sirbb Circuit, from 4:30pm. The 
race will have 20 teams participating with 
the number of drivers ranging from four to 
twelve. Each team will race continuously 
for 24 hours to win the title of first place. 
The race is a part of the Sodi World series 
and points received are accumulated and 
recorded in the SWS website. For more 
information and to register: Visit, www.
gulfrunkarting.com. .............................

Basics of photography: A free 
session on Basics of Photography will be 
held at Crop Media, Dar Al Awadi, 2nd 
floor, Ahmed Al-Jaber St. Sharq, from 7pm 
to 9pm. The event is free and open to all, 
but prior registration is required. Also, 
participants have to bring in their own 
DSLR camera to the session. For more 
information and to register: Visit, https://
goo.gl/T5yE0R. 

.............................

The Australian University of Kuwait Open 
Mic Night, brought to you by Fikir AUK in 
collaboration with Kuwait Poets Society, 
will be held at the AUK auditorium, form 
6pm to 8pm. The event will feature 
poetry and acoustic music acts. Poets 
and acoustic musicians with instruments 
playing or singing orginal pieces or 
covers are welcome to participate. Each 
performer will be given 5 – 7 minutes to 
perform. Both Arabic and English pieces 
are accepted. For more information and to 
register: Visit, www.kwpoetssociety.com

Q8 Open Quiz 2016: Following 
the grand success of Kuwait Open Quiz 
2015 (QoQ’15), IIT IIM Alumni Association 
in Kuwait is back again with QoQ’16. 
The event, probably the only quiz of its kind 

where contestants have no restrictions on 
age, nationality or profession will be held in 
the GUST Auditorium.
The inaugural 2014 as well as 2015 were 
a resounding success with more than 
100 teams (3 members a side) from 10 
nationalities participating for the crown. 
This year’s event will see prestigious 

schools competing with best of their 
teams. This year’s competition, which will 
be inaugurated by Ambassador of India 
to Kuwait, H. E. Sunil Jain, will be hosted 
by renowned international quiz master 
Giri Balasubramaniam, popularly known 
as ‘Pickbrain’.  Mr. Giri is known for his 
distinctive techno savvy style of quizzing, 
sense of humor coupled with great flair and 
approachable easy nature. 
He holds seven Limca records for quizzing 
achievements and has hosted more than 
1250 shows across 65 destinations across 
India.  Some of his popular shows include 
Tata Crucible, RBI quiz, TCS quiz and Times 
of India quiz. IIT-IIM Alumni Association, 
Kuwait invites all the quizzers to compete 
with enthusiasm, as besides the winners 
several other prizes will be awarded, 
including the audience awards. For more 
information and to register: Visit, contact@
iitiimkuwait.com or www. iitiimkuwait.com.
Pawathon: A walkathon will be held for 
animals at the Mishref walking path, Al 
Waha or Oasis, from 3pm to 11:30pm. The 
walkathon will also include a number of 
activities for kids of all ages. Although 
this event is held in support of animals, 
getting your pet is not allowed. For more 
information: Call, 55517444 or 66871424.

Food Photography: For all food 
lovers, food photography program will be 
held on 18, 19 and 20 December, from 5pm 
to 7:30pm. The event is an opportunity for 
food lovers to professionally photograph 
restaurants and food projects of chefs. 
The event requires participants to be fully 
aware of the basics of photography. For 
more information and to register: Call, 
22247574, 66122260.

Food exhibition: An 11 day event, 
Food Exhibition will be held from 21 
December to 31 December at the Kuwait 
International Fair Ground, Kuwait City. 
The event will showcase various products 
from the food and beverage industry.

Slava’s snow show: A stage 
spectacle created and staged by Russian 
performance artist Slava Polunin, Slava’s 
Snowshow will be held from 22 to 25 
December, at Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed 
Cultural Center.
The show which won the Drama Desk 
Award for Unique Theatrical Experience 
was also nominated for the Tony Award 
for Best Special Theatrical Event.
For more information and to book your 
tickets: Visit, www.slavasnowshow.com.............................

Winter fashion fair: One of the 
biggest exhibitions in Kuwait, winter 
fashion fair will be held from 22 to 31 
December, at the Kuwait International 
Fair Ground, Kuwait City. The event will 
showcase products such as gifts, home 
accessories, design and lifestyle articles, 
fashion accessories, tableware and kitchen 
accessories and much more. 

Sunrise photography: Make 
a memorable sunrise in your life, in 
association with Q8 Clicks and Q8 
Photography Workshops will be held at 
the Kuwait Towers at 6:00am. This one 
day event offers a great opportunity for all 
photography lovers to capture the beauty 
of sunrise. For more information: Call, 
55845092, or visit, www.fotografiaq8.com.
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Fake visas and 
work permits issued

Public Authority for Manpower, after discovering the issuance 
of a large number of fake visas and work permits, has been 

coordinating with Ministry of Interior to take strict actions for 
confronting this phenomenon. They affirmed that the authority will 
take strict procedures in this regard with the help of the office of the 
Assistant Undersecretary for Citizenship, Passport and Residency 
Affairs Major General Sheikh Mazen Al-Jarrah and will consult the 
office for each transaction to determine if it is fake or real.

Fake doctor rapes woman

An Egyptian expatriate raped a 25-year old Filipina woman four 
times after claiming he is a doctor and demanding to carry out 
medical examination on her. According to security sources, the 25-
year old Filipina went to Farwaniya Police Station and reported that 
she was raped. She explained that she was working as a housemaid 
in the flat of an Egyptian expatriate when the latter caught hold of 
her hand and demanded to carry out her medical examination.

LOCAL

CRIME

Citizen arrested for publishing false news

A Kuwaiti citizen, Khalifa Ali Al-Hashash was arrested for 
publishing false news over domestic affairs through social 
media, said the Ministry of Interior (MoI). The nature of the 
false news Al-Hashash published was not specified, only that 
he was arrested in front of his house and referred to the public 
prosecution.

Duo wanted in kidnap bid arrested

Two Kuwaiti citizens who kidnapped a Kuwaiti girl in Salmiya 
area and eventually had to let her go in Jabriya area due to the 
intervention of three youths, have been arrested. The Kuwaiti 
girl was found standing in front of her building in Salmiya area 
when two men in a 4WD vehicle approached her and bundled 
her into the vehicle. However, when they met with a minor 
accident in Jabriya area, the girl escaped with the help of three 
youths who took her back home. Using the details provided by 
the victim, investigations were launched and the two suspects 
were eventually arrested separately.

Syrians ‘forging’ documents for loan caught

Personnel from the Criminal Evidences Department have arrested 
two Syrians for forging documents to help obtain credit facilities and 
bank loans in return for money. The suspects were arrested after the 
security authorities received information that the men had turned 
their apartment in Hawalli into an office to issue forged documents, 
particularly salary certificates, to people who wished to obtain loans. 
Based on this information, securitymen armed with a search and 
arrest warrant raided the apartment and caught the men redhanded.
Canadian drug peddler held: Officers from the Criminal Evidence 
Department in the Interior Ministry arrested a Canadian born in 
1977 for trafficking and consuming drugs, in addition to planting 
marijuana in his house in Sabah Al-Salem. In a press statement, 
the Public Relations and Security Media General Department in the 
ministry disclosed that its criminal security counterpart received 
information about the illegal activities of the suspect who was then 
put under surveillance. 

Minister of Social Affairs and 
Labor and State Minister for 

Planning and Development Hind Al-
Sabeeh issued a decision on reforming 
the working conditions of foreign 
managers in the private sector.

The decision allows foreign 
managers to handle more than one 
company at the same time. The 
minister has instructed the relevant 
departments at the ministry to take 
the necessary action in this context 
when issuing work permits for foreign 
managers.

Before this decision, a foreigner 
was not allowed to occupy a 
managerial post unless his residency 
is registered under the company 
where he is working. This prevented 
the appointment of a foreigner as 
manager in more than one company 
even if the latter belong to the same 
group of companies.

Expat managers allowed to handle more than one company

The Indian Community School Kuwait (ICSK) 
Amman organized its annual art festival 

‘AURA 2016’ at its auditorium on 26 November. 

The students participated wholeheartedly in the 
art competition, displaying their skill through 
vivid art works that impressed the gathering.  

The event was graced by the esteemed Chief 
Guest, other distinguished guests, honorable 
judges and students.

ICSK Amman conducts its Arts Fest – AURA 2016
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Warnings of the rise of so-called 
superbugs – disease-causing 

microbes that are resistant to many 
(or all) antibiotics – have been coming 
thick and fast in recent years. What 
many people seem not to realize is 
that superbugs are already here – 
and they are already killing people. 
A prime example is Candida auris, a 
multidrug-resistant fungal infection 
that is emerging as a serious global 
health threat.

C. auris was first identified in Japan 
in 2009, in the ear of a patient who 
complained of an infection. (Auris 
is Latin for ear.) Since then, C. auris 
has been documented as the cause 
of wound infections, bloodstream 
infections, ear infections, and 
respiratory infections in countries 
across four continents, including India, 

Kuwait, Pakistan, South Africa, South 
Korea, and countries in South America.

In the United States, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
reports that the fungus infected 13 
people from May 2013 to August 
2016, four of whom have died. While 
it remains unclear whether those 
deaths were due to the C. auris 
infection or to underlying health 
conditions, the need to address the 
scourge of C. auris – which has led 
to the deaths of up to 70% of those 
infected – cannot be disputed.

There is evidence that C. auris is 
spread in health-care settings. Indeed, 
the fungus seemed to have a greater 
effect on people with serious long-
term conditions. As they frequent 
hospitals, and nursing homes, they 
come into contact with many health-
care professionals, caregivers, and 
pieces of medical equipment, all of 
which could spread the fungus onto 
their skin or into their bodies.

In the United Kingdom, 50 C. auris 
cases were reported at London’s Royal 
Brompton Hospital alone from April 
2015 to July 2016. Of the 13 US cases, 
four – two in Illinois, one in Maryland, 
and one in New Jersey – occurred at 

the same health-care institutions 
at different times, and genome 
sequencing showed that patients 
treated in the same hospital in New 
Jersey had nearly identical strains.

Not only are Candida infections 
particularly common in hospitals, 
but their fatality rates also seem to 
be higher among patients in hospitals 
and, specifically, intensive-care 
facilities. After all, such patients are 
already in an immune-compromised 
state, and have been using antibiotics, 
which can kill off healthy bacteria.

But the main reason C. auris 
represents such an acute threat 
is that treatment options are 
severely limited. While most C. auris 
infections are treatable with a class of 
antifungal drug called echinocandins, 
some have demonstrated varying 
levels of resistance to echinocandins, 
as well as to the other two classes of 
antifungal drugs, azoles and polyenes.

Even when the drugs do work, 
they are relatively toxic: azoles and 
polyenes are nephrotoxic (damaging 
to the kidneys), and echinocandins 
are hepatotoxic (damaging to the 
liver). Most are also fungistatic, 
meaning that they stop fungi from 

replicating, but do not kill them. And 
they interact with drugs that patients 
may be taking for other long-term 
conditions, such as chemotherapy 
agents and immunosuppressants.

Moreover, developing new 
antifungal drugs is not a priority 
for pharmaceutical manufacturers. 
Antifungal drugs are more difficult 
to develop than antibacterial drugs, 
because fungal cells are eukaryotic, 
like human cells, rather than 
prokaryotic like bacterial cells. As 
a result, drugs must be selective 
enough to work on the fungal cells, 
without damaging human cells. And, 
while the global market for human 
antifungal therapeutics is worth 
over $6 billion and growing, owing 
to population aging and growing 
risks from fungal infections, generic 
competition is strong. So even if 
companies do invest in breakthrough 
drugs, cheaper options will soon be 
available, reducing profit margins 
considerably. In lieu of effective 
treatments, controlling the spread of 
C. auris becomes all the more critical. 
This requires, first and foremost, 
better diagnosis.

C. auris is not easy to identify. 

Because biochemical-based tests 
cannot differentiate between C. auris 
and other invasive Candida infections, 
several cases of C. auris were initially 
misidentified as C. haemulonii. Many 
microbiology laboratories currently 
do not routinely differentiate Candida 
isolates or use yeast identification 
methods. Hospitals and medical 
centers need molecular techniques to 
identify C. auris accurately.

Once diagnosed, C. auris patients 
need to be isolated; medical 
equipment must be thoroughly 
disinfected; and strict precautions 
need to be enforced for health-
care workers. Otherwise, outbreaks 
among already vulnerable people 
could become even more common.

The spread of C. auris highlights 
the need for coordinated local and 
international public-health initiatives 
to address the emerging problem 
of drug-resistant infections in 
hospitals. If private pharmaceutical 
companies are not going to invest in 
the development of novel or more 
effective drugs and new and better 
diagnostics, the public sector has to 
step in. The rise of the super-fungi 
must be stopped.

ISSUES

Melvin Sanicas  
Regional medical expert at Sanofi Pasteur 

Stalking a killer fungus 

President Tsai Ing-wen of the Republic of China reiterated his 
country’s sovereignty over the South China Sea Islands and 

all rights over their relevant waters at the opening of a special 
exhibition on 9 December, emphasizing recent government 
measures with regard to issues in the South China Sea.

“I once again reiterate that the government will staunchly 
safeguard our country’s territorial sovereignty in the South China 
Sea, and insists upon all legal rights over the relevant waters in 
accordance with international law and the law of the sea,” President 
Tsai said at the exhibition, jointly organized by the Ministry of 
the Interior and Academia Historica, Sustainable Governance 
and Enduring Peace: An Exhibition Commemorating the 70th 
Anniversary of the Recovery of the South China Sea Islands.

The president pointed out recent government measures, 
including stepping up protection of Taiwan fishermen in the 
Dongsha (Pratas) and Nansha (Spratly) Islands, and boosting 
law enforcement with regard to fishing boats from other 
countries operating illegally. Through various mechanisms, 
the government has also expressed the ROC position to the 
international community, calling on all parties concerned to set 
aside differences and promote joint development.

Multilateral scientific cooperation based on Taiping Island 
has also been initiated, while the Coast Guard Administration 

continues to conduct humanitarian rescue in the relevant 
waters of Taiping Island and Dongsha Island, and staged 
a cross-agency humanitarian assistance exercise on 29 
November, demonstrating how Taiping Island serves as a base 
for humanitarian assistance and supply. The government is also 
cultivating more experts on the law of the sea.

President Tsai expressed her appreciation to all those who 
have been stationed on Taiping Island, and held a videoconference 
with Commander Wang Mao-lin on the island to thank personnel 
currently stationed there. 

Minister of the Interior Yeh Jiunn-rong said there have been 
many changes since the recovery of Taiping Island in 1946, 
including passage of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
and challenges arising from climate change, rising sea levels, 
and atmospheric circulation testing the government’s wisdom 
in the administration of the island. The exhibition shows how 
government agencies have implemented the president’s South 
China Sea policy through measures on conservation, humanitarian 
aid and rescue, scientific research, and climate change, Yeh added.

The chronological presentation of the exhibition’s three 
themes —‘Historical Developments’, “’Key to the Southern 
Territories’, and ‘Sustainable Peace’— displays the government’s 
important policy decisions and history of governance in recovering 
the South China Sea Islands. Also featured are the natural and 
cultural aspects of Taiping Island, as well as the achievements 
made under the peaceful administration of the island. The ships, 
ROCS Taiping and ROCS Chungyeh, arrived at Taiping Island 
70 years ago on 12 December, an important historic moment in 
completing the recovery of the South China Sea Islands. 

ROC marks 70th anniversary of recovery of South China Sea Islands
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Jayalalitha first came to 
prominence as a film actor in the 

mid-1960s. A prolific and versatile 
actor and dancer, she appeared over 
a period of 20 years in more than 140 
films in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and 
Malayalam language films. 

Her co-star in many of her Tamil 
movies was M. G. Ramachandran, 
or MGR as he was popularly known, 
a Tamil cultural icon who leveraged 
his immense popularity with the 
masses to form in 1972 the political 
party ADMK (Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam). He later added the All 
India (AI) tag to the party name and, 
in 1982, while serving his second-term 
as Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, he 
inducted Jayalalitha into the AIADMK 
as Propaganda Secretary.

Jayalalitha’s rise within the party 
ranks was meteoric; while serving 
as Propaganda Secretary, she was 
elected to the Rajya Sabha, India’s 
Upper House of Parliament. After 
MGR's death in 1987, Jayalalitha 
proclaimed herself his political heir 
and, having successfully fought off 
the faction headed by MGR’s widow 
Janaki Ramachandran, emerged as 
the sole leader of AIADMK. From 
1989 she was the general secretary of 

the party, whose cadre revered her as 
their Amma (mother) and Puratchi 
Thalaivi (revolutionary leader), 
among other honorifics.  

In 1991, Jayalalitha led her party 
to a resounding victory in the state's 
Assembly elections, trouncing the 
ruling DMK (Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam) party, led by her bête 
noire and veteran politician Muthuvel 
Karunanidhi. She was sworn in as 
the state's 10th chief minister and 
became only the second woman to 
occupy the top legislative seat in 
Tamil Nadu. 

She would go on to occupy the 
chief minister’s chair four more times 
in her 15-year political career. During 
this period, the see-saw swings of 
political power in Tamil Nadu would 
see the DMK and AIADMK repeatedly 
fall and rise to power in the state.

As chief minister, Jayalalitha's 
dictatorial style of functioning was 
criticized by her opponents and over 
the years various corruption charges 
were leveled against her. Despite 
taking an official salary of only a rupee 
a month, she was accused of amassing 
a huge fortune in money, land and 
gold. Her public displays of wealth, 
culminating in a lavish wedding for 

her foster son in Madras in 1995, were 
often condemned the opposition and 
highlighted in the media. 

In September 2014, a special 
court convicted Jayalalitha in a 
Disproportionate Asset case and 
sentenced her to imprisonment for 

four years and a fine of Rs100 crores. 
She had to step down as chief minister 
— it was the third time that she was 
being convicted and the second time 
that she had to vacate the chief 
minister's seat. However in May 2015, 
the High Court in the neighboring 

state of Karnataka acquitted her and 
subsequently she once again took up 
the post of chief minister.

During her various tenures as chief 
minister, Jayalalitha was also praised 
for taking many popular decisions, 
such as restricting the liquor and sand 
quarrying business to government 
agencies, banning of lottery tickets, 
and prohibiting sale of tobacco 
product near schools and colleges. 

She encouraged women to join 
the state police force by setting 
up all women-police stations and 
commissioning 150 women into 
the elite level police commandos. 
The AIADMK’s policies were 
mainly directed towards the 
poorer segments of Tamil society 
– the homeless, rickshaw pullers, 
underprivileged and destitute 
women. Her government was 
also credited for bringing about a 
centralization of the massive noon 
meal scheme for children.

Last September, she fell severely 
ill and, following a 75-day period of 
hospitalization, succumbed to cardiac 
arrest on 5 December. She was laid to 
rest alongside the memorial to her 
mentor MGR at Chennai's Marina 
Beach on Tuesday. 

Last week, Tamil Nadu also lost 
another of its stalwarts, the 

writer, journalist, political analyst 
and actor Cho Ramaswamy, who 
died on Wednesday, 7 December, 
aged 82.

A former Rajya Sabha member, 
Mr. Ramaswamy was ailing for some 
time and had been hospitalized. He 
had personal rapport with many 
politicians in the country, including 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
called him a multi-dimensional 

personality, towering intellectual, 
great nationalist and fearless voice 
who was greatly respected and 
admired. The late Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister J. Jayalalitha was also a close 
friend and used to seek his views on 
political and social issues.

He founded and edited the political 
magazine Thuglak and was fearless in 
criticizing the ruling government in 
the state or at the center.

A multi-faceted personality, Mr. 
Ramaswamy was also a play writer 
and a stage actor. He wrote, directed 
and acted in over 20 Tamil plays 
which were performed over 5,000 
times. He also wrote the screenplays 
for 14 films, directed four movies 
and acted in 180 others alongside 
such veteran Tamil film-stars such 
as M.G. Ramachandran, Sivaji 
Ganesan, Jayalalitha, Kamal Hassan, 
Rajinikanth and others. 

He is survived by wife, son and 
daughter.

Tamil Nadu mourns loss of Jayalalitha
Film-star turned politician and, arguably one of India’s most powerful female political leaders, Jayalalitha Jayaram, Chief Minister of the southern Indian 
state of Tamil Nadu died aged 68. She had been hospitalized for over two months and passed away, on Monday, 5 December. following a massive cardiac 

arrest. She was laid to rest with full state honors at Chennai’s Marina Beach on Tuesday, in front of tens of thousands of her loyal supporters. 

Cho Ramaswamy - passing away
of a legendary iconoclast

Continued from Page 1
of a prime minister in the history of 

the country. Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah 
chaired the 10th to the 20th cabinets 
in a period that extended from 1978 
to 2001.

In 2003, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah took charge of the 21st 

government. This followed by the 
22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th and 
28th cabinets that were under the 
presidency of His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah - from 2006 to 2011.

Since December 2011, His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak have been head of the 

government. He chaired the 29th, 
30th, 31st, 32nd, 33rd and newly-
named cabinet - the 34th.

The smallest cabinet in the 
history of Kuwait was that of 2011. It 
comprised of only 10 ministers. while 
the largest cabinet in the history 
of the country was that of 1990, 
consisting of 22 ministers.

National Assembly through the ages

Saudi King concludes 
official visit to Kuwait

Continued from Page 1

Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikh Faisal 
Al-Saud Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah, Amiri Diwan Affairs Minister Sheikh Nasser 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-

Hamad Al-Sabah, head of the honorary delegation, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Mohammad 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister of the 
Amiri Diwan Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah 
Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and 
Acting Minister of Oil Anas Al-Saleh, ministers, senior 
officials of the Army, the Police, Kuwait National Guard 
(KNG) and the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD). 
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The escalation of radicalism, 
violence, and civil wars in the 

Middle East since the so-called Arab 
Spring revolts began in 2010 has 
exacted a massive toll in human 
lives and welfare. The need to build 
effective states that support peace, 
provide greater opportunity and 
prosperity, and protect human rights 
could not be more urgent.

Already, the violence that has 
surged in the last few years has left 
more than 180,000 Iraqis and 470,000 
Syrians dead. Moreover, 6.5 million 
Syrians have been internally displaced, 
and another 4.8 million driven from 
the country altogether. They have 

often been tortured in prisons and 
humiliated in refugee camps. An 
estimated 70-80 percent of the 
victims are civilians, most of them 
women and children.

In fact, according to the Syrian 
Center for Policy Research, half of 
the refugees and internally displaced 
people are under the age of 18. This 
has a major impact on their future 
prospects. UNICEF reports that 2.1 
million children in Syria and 700,000 
Syrian refugee children are out of 
school. A total of 80,000 child 
refugees in Jordan lack access to an 
education.

But all of these human costs 
are symptoms of a deeper problem 
and, contrary to popular belief, that 
problem is not Islam. The fact that 
radical Islamists or jihadists are 
Muslim does not mean that their 
religion, not to mention their ethnicity 
or culture, is inherently violent.

Watching Western news, it is easy 
to see why so many blame Islam. 
From the brutality of the Islamic State 
(ISIS) in Syria and Iraq to the terrorist 
attacks carried out by al-Qaeda to the 
stoning of adulterous women under 
Sharia law in Afghanistan, Middle East 
violence is almost always attributed to 
the religion. As a result, Islam is often 
viewed primarily as a threat.

But, as the Canadian philosopher 
Charles Taylor explains, the real 

threat is not Islam itself, but 
‘block thinking’. Islamic extremists 
comprise less than 0.5 percent of the 
global Muslim population, yet their 
worldview dominates media coverage 
not just of Islam, but also of political 
developments in the Middle East. By 
erasing the huge differences among 
Muslims, such coverage reinforces a 
single, simplistic perception of Islam. 
That is block thinking. And, as Michael 
Griffin documents in his book Islamic 
State: Rewriting History, such thinking 
is gaining ground in the United States 
and Europe.

As a result, many have embraced 
Samuel Huntington’s theory of a 
‘clash of civilizations’, which assumes 
that Islam is at odds with modernity. 
But that assumption ignores the ideas 
and impact of Islam’s early reformers 
– figures like Muhammad Abduh and 
Jamaleddin al-Afghani – who continue 
to influence Muslims everywhere.

The most lasting impact of the first 
reformist wave was the establishment 
of a salafi (conservative traditionalist) 
movement, which came to regard 
the modern state as a means to 
improve the lot of Muslims. Today, 
Muslim thinkers – such as Iran’s 
Abdolkarim Soroush, Tunisia’s Tahar 
Haddad, Pakistan’s Fazlur Rahman, 
Morocco’s Fatema Mernisssi, Egypt’s 
Qasim Amin, and Sudan’s Mahmud 
Muhammad Taha – continue to 

explore the connections between 
Islamic thought and modern values. 
While radical Islamists strongly 
oppose their work, these thinkers have 
had a huge influence on generations of 
Muslim intellectuals worldwide.

None of this is to say that religion 
does not play a role in Middle East 
violence. On the contrary, such 
violence – including sexual assault 
and arbitrary deprivation of individual 
and public freedoms – is widespread 
and multifaceted, owing to the 
combination of religious beliefs, 
cultural tradition, race and ethnicity, 
war, and politics that influences 
it. Even the recruitment of jihadist 
fighters can be viewed as a form of 
religion-based violence, much like 
child marriage and honor killings.

But none of that means that Islam 
is inherently violent. Resorting to 
fuzzy – and often bigoted – cultural, 
religious, or ethnic explanations 
is a recipe for ill-advised action, or 
no action at all. What the Middle 
East needs are effective social and 
economic strategies and policies that 
tackle the complex non-religious 
reasons behind the violence – and its 
decidedly non-religious effects. While 
cultural, ethnic, and religious factors 
may need to be considered, they are 
not the main causes of unemployment 
and marginalization.

Middle Eastern governments must 

commit to pursuing bold and creative 
policies that address the inadequate 
education, high unemployment, and 
pervasive corruption that are helping 
to fuel violence and unrest in the 
region. Such efforts should aim to 
advance democratization, economic 
development, and the emergence of 
a strong civil society and progressive 
media. The key is not to ‘Islamize’ every 
issue, but rather to develop real policy 
solutions that meet people’s needs.

Education is of course critical 
to success: school curricula must 
become more inclusive, to broaden 
students’ knowledge of religions 
and cultures. More broadly, schools 
should also embody the separation 
of church and state — and well-
protected religious freedom — that 
will be needed to end religion-based 
violence in the Middle East.

Large-scale violence like that 
occurring in the Middle East causes 
devastating harm to individuals, 
erodes the capital base, hampers 
productivity, and undermines 
economic growth. Its impact on 
political, social, and economic 
structures needs to be addressed, 
and the capacity of the state to do 
so should not be underestimated or 
overlooked. But so long as the state 
frames or seeks to legitimize its 
policies in religious terms, the violence 
will not stop.

Moha Ennaji     
President of the South North Center for 
Intercultural Dialogue and Migration 
Studies in Morocco and Professor of 
Linguistics and Cultural Studies at 
Fez University, his most recent books 
include New Horizons of Muslim 
Diaspora in North America and Europe, 
and Muslim Moroccan Migrants in 
Europe. 
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Bishkek: Green and bustling but 
short on sights, the location of 
the country's capital is more of 
an attraction than its forgettable 
architecture. Just occasionally, when 
the air is exceptionally clear, the 
Kyrgyz Ala-Too materialises as if by 
magic to create a grand mountain 
backdrop. For travellers, Bishkek is 
most useful as a comfortable place to 
pick up a visa or two while planning 
their Central Asian adventure.

Karakol: Fourth largest city in 
Kyrgyzstan, Karakol has limited sights 
but is a good base from which to 
access some of Central Asia's best 
skiing and most gloriously accessible 
Alpine treks. 

Arslanbob: The Babash-Ata 
Mountains form an impressive wall 
of snow-sprinkled crags behind 
the elevated 'oasis' of Arslanbob. 

Ethnically Uzbek and religiously 
conservative, the very large village 
sprawls almost invisibly along a 
network of tree-shaded lanes, 
and is surrounded by a vast tract 
of blossoming woodland that 
constitutes the world's largest walnut 
grove. The real attractions around 
Arslanbob are hikes, horse-treks, 
cycle-rides or ski-adventures in the 
surrounding mountains and forests. 

Suleiman Too: This five-peaked 
rocky crag seems to loom above 

the city wherever you go. It has 
been a Muslim place of pilgrimage 
for centuries, supposedly because 
Prophet Mohammed once prayed 
here. Its slopes are indented with 
many a cave and crevice each reputed 
to have different curative or spiritual 
properties. 

Seven Bulls: South West Karakol 
is one of Kyrgyzstan's most 
photographed natural features, a 
lush valley of Jeti Oghuz – an abrupt 
serrated ridge of ferric-red sandstone 
cliffs that are vertically diced into a 
series of rounded bluffs – called the 
‘Seven Bulls’ from which the valley 
takes its name. Approaching the 
valley, another rock formation which 
resembles a ‘broken heart’ can be 
seen. In the valley is the Djety Orguz 
State Zoological reserve. Nearby 
is the village of Jele Debe - where 

eagle hunting demonstrations are 
organized.

Waterfalls: With its layout, 
impressive setting and part-timbered 
older mud-brick architecture, the 
village's atmosphere at the signature 
waterfalls in Arslanbob is worth 
sampling. Just beyond the top of 
the smaller, more accessible Twin 
Waterfall, a footpath leaves behind 
a melee of souvenir stalls and 
crosses the stream to zigzag up for 
15 minutes, cutting through a walnut 
grove, to emerge onto an upper bank 
with glorious views over the Babash-
Ata peaks. The narrow 80 meter 
ribbon of the Long Waterfall can be 
made out in the distance.

Lake Sary-Chelek: At the foot of 
the Chatkal mountain range, at an 
altitude of 1,873m above sea level, 
there is one of the most beautiful 

lakes in the world - Sary-Chelek. 
It appeared as a result of a strong 
earthquake. Its sweet water is so 
clear, that multicolored stones at the 
bottom of the lake and darting, timid 
fish are in full view.  
Sary-Chelek is situated in the center 
of a National reserve. Here you can 
see diverse flora and fauna (300 
species of plants, 32 species of trees, 
80 types of bushes, 38 species of 
animals and 157 species of birds). 
Grand mountains occupy most of the 
reserve, resting their snow-covered 
peaks against the sky. 

Ala Archa National Park: This park 
is an alpine national park in the Tian 
Shan mountains of Kyrgyzstan, 
established in 1976 and located 
approximately 40 km south of the 
capital city of Bishkek. The park, which 
includes the gorge of the Ala-Archa 
River and the mountains surrounding 
it, is a popular destination point for 
weekend picnickers, hikers, horse 
trekkers, skiers as well as mountain 
climbers looking for challenging ice, 
rock and mixed routes. The park is 
open year round, although the most 
popular season is late summer and 
early fall.

Petroglyphs: Directly north of the 
former airport runway is an extensive 
field of glacial boulders, many with 
pictures scratched or picked into their 
surfaces. The Saka priests used this 
sacred site for sacrifices and other 
rites to the Sun god and they lived 
in the settlements that are currently 
underwater in the Cholpon-Ata bay.

Some of these petroglyphs date 
from the late Bronze Age, but most 
are Saka-Usun (8th century BC to 
1st century AD), while the later 
engravings date from the Turkic era. 
Most are of long-horned ibex. In 
the most striking petroglyph, which 
directly faces the ticket booth, several 
ibex are being hunted with tame 
snow leopards. Late afternoon is a 
good time to view the stones, most of 
which face west or south. 

KYRGYZSTAN
Pearl of Central Asia

Kyrgyzstan is a nation defined by its natural beauty: joyously unspoilt mountainscapes, stark craggy ridges, and rolling summer pastures 
(jailoos) are brought to life by semi-nomadic, yurt-dwelling shepherd cultures. Add to this a well-developed network of homestays and 

visa-free travel, and it is easy to see why this country is the gateway of choice for many travellers in Central Asia. 

Horseback riding:  The real way 
to see Kyrgyzstan is by the saddle 
of a horse. There are several 
tourist agencies that can make it 
happen for you, as the Kyrgyz are 
famous horsemen dating back 
to the days of Ghengis Khan. It is 
said that all Kyrgyz are born on 
a horse, although with growing 
urbanization that seems to be 
less common.
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Stop spreading 
colds and flu

It is easy to spread germs that cause colds, flu and 
other serious illnesses, including whooping cough 

and severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS).
That is why you need to protect yourself and take 

steps to avoid infecting others. Here is what medical 
experts recommend you do if you have a cold or flu.

• Do not have close contact with people who are sick.
• If you are sick, stay at home without going to work 

or school.
• When you cough or sneeze, cover your mouth and 

nose with a tissue.
• Wash your hands often. Use soap and warm water 

and wash for at least 20 seconds. If soap and 
water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
• Clean and disinfect often-used surfaces at home, 

work or school, especially when someone is sick.
• Get plenty of sleep.
• Get regular physical activity.
• Take steps to ease stress.
• Drink plenty of nonalcoholic fluids to stay well-

hydrated.
• Follow a healthy, well-balanced diet.

On the eve of world AIDS Day on 1 
December, South Africa launched a 

landmark clinical trial on the efficacy of a 
new HIV vaccine that scientists hope will 
help eradicate the disease.

Ever since the HIV virus was identified in 
1983, finding a vaccine against it has been 
the ‘Holy Grail’ that scientists have been 
pursuing in vain. Now, a newly developed 
experimental vaccine promises what could 
be a breakthrough in the battle against AIDS. 

Although antiretroviral medicaments 
have helped stop AIDS from being a death 
sentence on those infected, experts believe 
that the epidemic can only be stopped with 
a vaccine.

Over the course of next four years, 5,400 
sexually active men and women in South 
Africa aged 18 – 35 will participate in the new 
clinical study known as HVTN 702, which will 

be the first new human HIV vaccine study in 
over seven years.

The choice of South Africa as the trial site 
was based on the country having one of the 
highest HIV infection rates in the world. 

According to the United Nations AIDS 
agency, with over 1,000 people infected 
every day the country has a 19.2 percent 
infection rate and more than seven million 
South Africans living with the virus. 

The experimental vaccine regimen 
being tested in HVTN 702 study is based on 
the one investigated in the RV144 clinical 
trial of 16,000 people in Thailand in 2009, 
where it was found to reduce the risk of 
infection by 31.2 percent for three-and-a-
half years after the first vaccination. 

The new regimen aims to provide 
greater and more sustained protection 
than the RV144 regimen and has been 
adapted to the HIV subtype that 
predominates in southern Africa. First 
results from the new study are expected 
in late 2020.

The new trial is being carried out by 
the US National Institutes of Health, the 
South African Medical Research Council, 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Sanofi Pasteur, GlaxoSmithKline and the 
HIV Vaccine Trials Network. 

South Africa launches HIV vaccine trial

People spend on average a third of their 
day at work. A new analytical study shows 

that the stronger we identify with the people or 
organization we work with the better it is for 
our health.

While many people assume that finding the 
right job that fits your personality and skills is 
the key to a healthy work life, the new meta-
analysis shows that health at work is determined 
to a large extent by our social relationships in 
the workplace and, more particularly, the social 
groups we form there.

Previous studies on the relationships 
between people and their workplaces focused 
on issues of satisfaction, motivation and 
performance in organizations, but much less 
on health and well-being. This new study, which 
covered 150 countries and involved more than 

19,000 people in 58 work environments, shows 
that both performance and health are enhanced 
to the extent that workplaces provide people 
with a sense of 'we' and 'us.'

The positive psychological benefit may stem 
from the support provided by the work group 
but also the meaning and purpose that people 

derive from membership in social groups. "We 
are less burnt out and have greater well-being 
when our team and our organization provide 
us with a sense of belonging and community,” 
say the study authors. The authors also found 
that the health benefits of identifying with the 
workplace are strongest when there are similar 
levels of identification within a group — that is, 
when identification is shared. So if you identify 
strongly with your organization, then you get 
more health benefits if everyone else identifies 
strongly with the organization too.

As part of their work, the researchers also 
recommend exploring the role of leadership. 
This is because other findings indicate that how 
leaders manage teams and groups has a strong 
influence on the social identification-health 
connection. 

Work relationships found to affect health

Researchers in the United States have created 
an artificial red blood cell that can pick 

up oxygen in the lungs and deliver it to tissues 
throughout the body. This innovative development, 
which can be stored in a powder form, could one 
day revolutionize emergency medicine and provide 
trauma victims a better chance of survival.

Freeze drying the artificial blood into powder 
form makes it easier for emergency response 
teams to carry it with them in an ambulance or in 
backpack. Packed in plastic intravenous (IV) bags 
the artificial blood could remain useable for a year 
or more. When they need to use it, they spike the 
bag with sterile water, mix it, and it immediately 
becomes ready to inject.

The artificial blood cell, which is about one-
fiftieth the size of a normal red blood cell, is 
made from purified human hemoglobin proteins 
that have been coated with a synthetic polymer. 
Hemoglobin is the component inside red blood 
cells that carries oxygen throughout the body.

The hunt for an artificial blood substitute has 
been underway for more than 80 years, but the 
closest prior attempts have failed in two major 
ways. Earlier versions could capture oxygen in the 

lungs, but then would not effectively release the 
oxygen after traveling out to tissues and organs. 

There was also an unintended reaction between 
‘naked’ hemoglobin and nitric oxide, a substance 
released by the lining of blood vessels that allows 
the vessels to relax and open up. The hemoglobin 
consumed the nitric oxide molecule and caused a 
constriction of the blood vessels leading to heart 
attacks and strokes.

The new artificial blood cells are coated 
by a synthetic polymer that solves both these 
problems. The coating reacts to the pH level of 
blood as it travels through the body. It captures 
oxygen when blood pH is high, and releases oxygen 
when blood pH is low.

Blood pH is high in the lungs, is low in tissue, 
and is even lower in tissue that does not have 
enough oxygen. The polymer coating also keeps 
the hemoglobin from reacting with nitric oxide 
in the bloodstream, thus preventing dangerous 
constriction of the blood vessels.

There is also one more major benefit with the 
artificial blood cell coating. Because the polymer 
coating is immune silent, the artificial blood can be 
used in anyone regardless of blood type.

Lab tests involving mice and rats have proven 
that the artificial red blood cells can effectively 
deliver oxygen to needy tissues, the researchers 
reported. They replaced up to 70 percent of the 
mouse's blood volume with the blood substitute, 
without any discernable side effects. The mice 
with artificial blood were indistinguishable in their 
behavior from mice that received transfusion from 
another mouse, said the researchers.

However, the artificial red blood cells will 
never totally replace the real thing. For one 
thing, they cannot remain in the bloodstream 
anywhere near as long as regular red blood cells. 

A normal red blood cell circulates about 120 
days. The artificial cell can currently circulate at 
best for half a day. Moreover, the artificial cell 
is designed solely to deliver oxygen, and leaves 
out a number of other essential functions that 
normal red blood cells provide.

Those other functions include antioxidant 
protection of tissues, regulation of blood flow, 
assistance in immune response, and aid in 
forming blood clots and scabs. 

The new cells, which can be described as 
artificial oxygen carriers, could at best buy time 
for trauma victims until they arrive at a proper 
hospital with proper blood transfer facilities. 
Besides emergency settings, the artificial blood 
also could be used to help keep donated organs 
alive on route to a recipient, and supplement a 
hospital's regular blood supplies during complex 
surgeries such as open-heart bypass.

The researchers caution that artificial blood 
could also take as long as 10 years before being 
readily available to public, if at all. It still has to 
undergo successful testing in primates and then 
in humans before being approved by regulatory 
authorities.  

A step closer to artificial blood
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Amazon Go, a brick-and-mortar 
grocery store by online retail 

giant Amazon, allows customers 
to take what they need and leave 
without having to wait in line and pay 
for it at a cash-counter.

The system is believed to 
involve cameras that capture your 
movements as you walk into the 
store, then identify who you are 
based on facial recognition and an 
Amazon app that you scan when you 
enter the store.

Once you are in the store, 
cameras, microphones and cellular 
triangulation follow you around as 
you navigate the aisles to see where 
you are browsing and what items you 
pick up. 

As you are shopping, sensors in 
the inventory shelves monitor when 
which items are being picked up. The 
sensors watch for whether the item 

gets put back down on the shelf or 
not, and may even check if the weight 
of the item changes from its original 
state. This is likely designed so people 
are correctly charged if they pick up 
a food or drink and begin consuming 
them while they are still in the store.

Static cameras watching the shelf 
also determine whether multiples 
of the same item are taken, such as 
several sticks of gum or a few bags 
of chips. If you pick up several bags of 
chips just to get the one on the inside, 
the camera is capable of knowing that 
you ended up putting the other bags 
of chips back as well. 

The cameras can even go so far 
as to determine your skin tone color. 
Amazon says this is used to identify 
the shopper’s hand to see whether 
they actually pick up anything off a 
shelf, but combine that with the fact 
that Amazon knows what you are 

buying and who you are down to your 
skin color and this is pretty next-level 
market research data; not to mention, 
kind of creepy.

There are still some unanswered 
questions: what if you go shopping 

with a friend and they pick up 
something and hand it to you? Whose 
account gets charged for that item? 
How does Amazon determine if two 
people who enter the store together 
are family members in the same 

household account? What happens if 
they separate in the store and leave at 
different times? 

It is important to note that these 
are all just ways Amazon could 
implement the technology in the 
future — this is not the final version 
of what is going to be done in-store, 
which has only opened in beta to 
Amazon employees. 

Meanwhile, Amazon’s ambitious 
physical retail plans extend 
well beyond its new cashier-less 
convenience store. According to a 
report from The Wall Street Journal, 
Amazon hopes to ultimately operate 
more than 2,000 grocery and 
convenience stores across the US in 
a number of different formats. The 
grand plan is probably for Amazon, 
the biggest online retailer in the US, 
to become the logistics backbone of 
retail, both online and offline. 

Amazon Go the new cashier-less store

External SSD
with USB-C

USB-C is here to stay, so it may 
be time to start investing in 

some compatible external drives. 
And the EX1, the first external 
drive from SSD manufacturer 
Plextor, looks like it will fit the bill 
nicely.

SSDs in general are faster and 
more reliable than disc-based 
drives, with Plextor claiming read 
/ write speeds of 550 MBps for 
the EX1. Additionally, the use of 
an SSD allows the EX1 to be much 
smaller than most disc drives, 
which is a nice plus point. And, 
the fact that uses USB-C, means 
you can connect it to an Android 
phone with a C-port in addition to 
the usual support for Apple and 
Windows computers.

The EX1 comes in 128 GB, 256 
GB, and 512 GB capacity options, 
and offers a choice between a 
gold or silver anodized aluminum 
housing. No pricing has been 
announced.

OK Google, the voice command 
that can be used with everything 

from Google Home to the Pixel 
smartphone, is finally coming to 
Android Auto. According to reports, 
tThe search giant is in the process of 
slowly rolling out the hands-free, hot 
word-based command for its in-car 
infotainment software.

Android Auto is software that runs 
either on your vehicle’s dash display or 
on your smartphone and brings all of 
your apps into your car. But until now, 
those apps needed to be controlled 
by touch, which can be dangerous and 
distracting for drivers.

When Android Auto eventually 
surfaces for compatible vehicles, 
drivers will be able to use the 
voice command ‘OK Google’ to get 
directions, check the weather, or 
change their music. A spokesperson 
for Google confirmed that the feature 

was being rolled out, but noted that it 
will take some time for the update to 
reach all supported Android phones 
and systems.

During Google’s annual 
developers’ conference this past 
spring, the company teased a version 
of its Android Auto software that 
would run entirely on an Android 
phone and not require a new car or 
aftermarket dashboard display. That 
capability started popping up for 
Android users last month.

The new Android Auto app, which 
is an updated version of the existing 
app, offers a completely streamlined, 
easy-to-navigate phone interface for 
when you’re driving in a car. It also 
limits the amount of notification 
alerts you see, and includes the 
options to have your text messages 
read aloud to you and to respond to 
them using voice. 

More than one million 
Google accounts have been 

breached by Android malware 
dubbed ‘Gooligan’, security firm 
Check Point reported last week.

The malware roots infected 
devices and steals authentication 
tokens that can be used to access 
data from various Google apps 
including Gmail, Google Docs, 
G Suite and Google Drive. It 
potentially affects devices running 
Android 4 and 5.

Devices are infected when their 
users download legitimate-looking 
apps from third-party Android app 
stores, or click on poisoned links in 
SMS or other messages that lead to 
infected apps, Check Point said.

Experts believe Gooligan could 
be a variant of Ghost Push which 
Google last year identified with 
more than 40,000 apps.  Gooligan-
infected apps send data about 
infected devices to the campaign's 
command and control server, then 
download a rootkit such as Vroot 
or Towelroot. Once the device is 
rooted, Gooligan downloads a new 
malicious module that allows it to 
steal a user’s Gmail account and 
authentication token information, 
which bypasses Google's two-
factor authentication and other 

security mechanisms.
Some of the apps infected by 

Gooligan include ‘Perfect Cleaner’, 
‘WiFi Enhancer’,’"Memory Booster’, 
‘Battery Monitor’ and ‘Weather’.

Meanwhile, Google has removed 
from Google Play apps associated 
with the Ghost Push family, and 
apps that benefited from installs 
delivered by the malware. It also 
has improved Verify Apps to 

protect users in the future. Google 
has also notified users known to 
have been affected by Gooligan and 
has removed their Google Account 
tokens and provided them simple 
instructions to sign in securely. 

While devices with up-to-
date security patches are safe, 
experts warn that so security 
patch can override a user intent 
on downloading and installing 
potentially harmful apps on their 
devices.

Android accounts
ransacked by Gooligan

Command Android
Auto with ‘OK Google’






