
America shuts the 
schoolhouse door on refugees 

Lamenting the decision 
by the United States to 

withhold over half of its annual 
funding for the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA), the former Prime 
Minister and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer of the United Kingdom, 

Gordon Brown, writes that, unless the funding gap is 
bridged, millions of Palestinian refugees, men women 
and children, could soon be denied food, medical care 
and livelihood, as well as education.

Read full story on Page 16
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Spree of activity witnessed in 
the country’s construction 

sector in recent years is clearly 
waning. Fewer new contracts, tighter 
monetary conditions, frequently 
changing policies and priorities, as 
well as administrative and regulatory 
weaknesses have left many firms with 
a liquidity crunch that has forced them 
to file for bankruptcy.

In its latest economic update on 

Kuwait, the National Bank of Kuwait 
(NBK) the country’s leading private 
lender, said that in 2017 the total value 
of contracts awarded across all sectors 
fell by 28 percent. Citing data from 
Middle East Economic Digest (MEED), 
the bank said that value of projects 
awarded in the year gone by amounted 
to KD4 billion, which was below the five-
year average of KD5 billion. The report 
pointed out that while there was a surge 
in contracts awarded in the power and 
water sectors, relative to previous years, 

this was more than offset by a slowdown 
in other sectors, notably transport 
and construction. The total of 30 
construction contracts awarded in 2017 
amounted to only around KD500 million, 
compared to the 21 projects worth KD1.2 
billion that were awarded a year earlier. 
Budgetary constraints together with 
bureaucratic hurdles and delays in the 
bidding phase, has meant that many of 
the construction projects slated for 2017 
are now likely to surface only in 2018. 

Continued on Page 10

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and algorithmic 
reporting would profoundly impact 

media and publishing industry than all other 
revolutions that came before it, while providing 
more time for creativity, predicted UAE Minister 
of State for Artificial Intelligence, Omar bin 
Sultan Al Olama. 

The minister was delivering his keynote 
address at the 13th iteration of the World 
Association of Newspapers and News Publishers 
(WAN-IFRA) Middle-East Conference. The 
event, which was organized in association with 
Dubai Production City, was held in Dubai from 
28 February to 1 March. 

Held under the theme of ‘Roadmaps 

for Transformation’ the two-day event 
brought together over 300 media experts, 
publishers, journalists, policymakers, and other 
stakeholders from around the globe for a series 
of industry talks and sessions. The sessions 
on modern publishing platforms, as well as 
content and commerce, provided publishing 
executives an ideal opportunity to discover the 
latest in regional and global trends, and best 
practices in the publishing and media industry. 
The conference aimed to attract, foster and 
empower young innovative talent in the region, 
and explore the outlook for news media 
companies amidst the rise of digital content. 

Saying that “I just want to share a few facts 

and perspectives about change”, happening in 
the publishing industry, the UAE minister for AI 
added in his keynote address,

Continued on Page 11

Artificial Intelligence to impact publishing industry
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On the occasion of International Women’s 
Day that falls on 8 March, Ambassador of 

Canada to Kuwait H.E. Martine Moreau hosted a 
reception with the attendance of women leaders 
in the community whose important work have 
contributed to the empowerment of women 

and girls and the advancement of their rights and 
freedoms here in Kuwait and throughout the world.

The theme for this year’s International Women 
Day was #PressforProgress, with the objective 
being to press for increased gender equality and 
empowerment of women and girls around the 

world. Canada has chosen to step up efforts in 
this regard with the adoption in June 2016 of a 
feminist foreign policy seeking to reduce extreme 
poverty and to build a more peaceful, inclusive, 
and prosperous world. A policy that recognizes 
that promoting gender equality and empowering 

women and girls is the most effective approach 
to achieve this goal. Furthermore, advancing 
gender equality and women’s empowerment will 
be a central priority of Canada’s G7 Presidency 
and the G7 Summit to be hosted in Charlevoix, 
Quebec in June 2018.

Canadian Ambassador hosts reception on International Women’s Day

Kuwait has reportedly imposed a ban on 
recruiting Bangladeshis to work in the 

country. Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah 
ordered the ban and directed the interior ministry 
to apply it, said a security source on 5 March.  The 
source attributed the decision to irregularities 
and abuses by traffickers in work and residency 
permits for Bangladeshis whose numbers have 
increased remarkably following the recent lifting 
of a ban on their recruitment. 

The ban on issuance of work visas to 
Bangladeshi expatriates who hold residencies of 

articles 17, 18 and 20 does not apply to those who 
obtained visas on or before Sunday, 4 March which 
was when the ministerial decision in this regard 
was issued. The abuses were mainly related to 
the employment of domestic helpers despite the 
existence of strict regulations, security agencies 
said in the reports that triggered the ban.

Some Bangladeshis are recruited to work in 
the Arabian Gulf countries through a complex 
process that involves private agents and brokers 
and results at times in recruitment malpractices 
and deceptions.

Kuwait reinstates ban on Bangladeshi workers

UAE Exchange Centre Kuwait, one of the 
leading Remittance and Foreign Exchange 

brands in Kuwait, inaugurated its new branch in 
Canada Dry Street, Shuwaikh and 24th branch 
in Kuwait. The outlet at Shuwaikh was launched 
in the presence of Mohammed H Al Muhareb, 
Managing Partner, UAE Exchange Centre Co 
WLL, alongside Supin James, General Manager, 
Krishnakumar Eacharath, AGM – Operations, and 
other dignitaries. The function was attended by 
leading personalities and members of all 
communities residing in Shuwaikh.

Mohammed H Al Muhareb, Managing Partner, 
UAE Exchange Centre Co WLL, Kuwait, said, “We 

are the leading Money Transfer House in Kuwait 
for the last 31 years and trusted by millions of 
people. We thank each one of you for the trust 
shown to us. We are known for our quality and 
customer-centric approach.” The Branch, located 
in Shuwaikh Industrial Area, boasts of services like 
Bank Transfers (Direct Credit/Flash Transactions/
NEFT & RTGS), Western Union, Instant Cash and 
Foreign Currency services for all customers. The 
exchange house has direct online remittance 
arrangements with India, Nepal, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Philippines, Egypt Pakistan and other 
countries.  Instant Credit to major Banks in India 
also available from this branch.

UAE Exchange Kuwait opens new branch in Shuwaikh

EEAK (Egyptian Engineers Association of 
Kuwait) organized a 5 km marathon run on 

2 March in Salmiya, from McDonalds Restaurant 
in the beach area to the Kuwaiti Engineers 
Association grounds at Dasman. The 5th EEAK 
Marathon Race saw participation from a large 
gathering of 350 people of different nationalities, 
gender and age groups. 

The EEAK decided to hold the 5 km marathon run 
as one of the rising concerns of the expat community 
in Kuwait is the sudden health issues affecting the 
majority of people caused mostly by a disinterest 
in physical activities among the new and old 
generation.  With the aim to encourage the expats 
in Kuwait to dedicate time for sports activities 
and daily exercises, the marathon run was held to 
highlight the importance of physical exercises to 

avoid adverse health conditions like obesity.
After the run, the final ceremony of the event 

was organized at Dasman ground where all 
attendees received medals, and the winners were 
given trophies and cash prizes. The event was 
attended by Madam Hind Al Hazzah, Chairman 
Public Authority for Sports, Kuwait who thanked 
EEAK for their noble project and appreciated the 
works of other participants like Shifa Al Jazeera 
Medical Center.  

As part of social responsibility, the Shifa 
Group conducts free medical camps like this in 
different regions of Kuwait on a regular basis.  
The Group stands for ‘Prevention is Better than 
Cure’ and strongly encourages everyone to 
take better care of their health by engaging in 
physical activities daily.

EEAK organizes successful marathon race
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A reception to mark the 10th anniversary 
of Saulat Ali Khan's book ‘Destiny's 

Destination’ was held last week at an exclusive 
gathering of diplomats and well-wishers.

During the reception, copies of Destiny’s 
Destination, which traces Mr. Khan’s exciting 
and extraordinary journey from a young boy 
to a successful businessman in Kuwait, were 
presented to the Ambassadors of Guyana, Laos, 
Malaysia, Uzbekistan and Romania. 

The book, which was launched at a glittering 
ceremony 10 years ago by well-known Indian author 
and former minister of state for external affairs 
Shashi Tharoor, is a memory-evoking compendium 
of photographs and letters that takes us back on a 
journey spanning nearly half a century.

The book documents Mr. Khan's rare ability 
to meaningfully touch other people's lives, a 
gift he has carefully cultivated during his four 
decades stay in the country.

Reception held to mark 10th year anniversary of Destiny's Destination

The Regional United Nations 
Development Program 

dedicates special concern for 
empowering women in Kuwait, 
said the program regional director. 
Murad Wehbeh, also the Assistant 
United Nations Secretary General, 
said on Saturday that the program 
policy aims at maintaining 
cooperation on a sustainable basis 
and in a manner that would not 
contradict with the Kuwaiti culture.

The program works with 
communities to empower women 
and limit violence against them 
so they may contribute to the 
civil society development. It also 
seeks to encourage Arab women in 
emerging communities to venture 
into the world of business.

About his first visit to Kuwait, 
Wehbeh said it was fruitful and 
successful by all standards, noting 
that he had held talks with the 
Minister of State for Social Affairs, 
Labor and Minister of State for 

Economic Affairs, Hind Al-Sebeeh, 
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled 
Al-Jarallah and Secretary General 
of the General Secretariat of the 
Supreme Council for Planning 
and Development, Dr. Khaled Al-
Mehdi, who all expressed great 
readiness for cooperation with the 
UN agency.

The visit aimed at expressing 
gratitude to the State of Kuwait 
for its limitless support for the 
UN and its agencies, its stances 

toward international peace and 
relief missions, backing sustainable 
development in troubled nations 
namely Syria, Yemen and Iraq.

Wehbeh praised Kuwait's support 
for needy nations namely countries 
that host refugees and face 
difficulties in securing their needs. 
He indicated at the UNDP activities 
in Lebanon and Jordan affirming that 
the Kuwaiti aid eased some of the 
burden borne by these nations in 
accommodating the refugees.

At the local level, the UNDP 
cooperation with Kuwait has 
resulted in great success in 
empowering the women, he 
said, also indicating coordination 
at other levels namely the 
environment. Moreover, he praised 
the Kuwaiti leaders for adopting the 
policy ‘of open doors and minds’ in 
cooperating with the UN agencies.

The UNDP aspires, this year, to 
more support from Kuwait and 
other donating nations to countries 
neighboring Syria, which host 
millions of refugees ‘so we may 
contribute to improving economic, 
social and political conditions in 
them’.  The UNDP renovates and 
builds schools, hospitals and other 
vital facilities in countries hosting 
refugees, he said, noting that a 
third of the people in Lebanon are 
refugees, which is a major challenge 
in the face of the Lebanese 
Government and the concerned UN 
agencies. 

UNDP dedicates special attention to Kuwaiti women empowerment
5,275 ‘illegal’ Sri Lankans return 

home since beginning of amnesty

A total of 5,275 Sri Lankan nationals staying 
illegally in the country have returned home 

since the beginning of the amnesty period 
that the Interior Ministry granted to foreigners 
who violated the Residency Law, quoted Sri 
Lankan Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Kandeepan 
Balasubramaniam.

According to the ambassador, the Embassy 
of Sri Lanka in Kuwait has so far issued 7,500 
new passports. He said the embassy receives 
about 75 new passport applications daily 
from those who want to leave the country. He 
expects that around 8,000 Sri Lankan nationals 
will benefit from the amnesty and leave before 
the grace period ends.

He disclosed many Sri Lankans, who violated 
the Residency Law, want to transfer to new 
sponsors and they are ready to pay fines but 
the required approval of the previous sponsor 
hinders them from doing so. He hopes to discuss 
with the ministry the possibility of canceling the 
condition to obtain approval from the previous 
sponsor to transfer to another sponsor.
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Movie Magic: A one day workshop 
led by eminent personalities from 
Indian film industry, will be held 
in Al Ardiya, from 8:30am to 5pm. 
The workshop offers practical 
introduction to film making and 
visual media creation. The entry 
fee is set at KD10. For more 
information and to register: www.
moviemagic2018.wufoo.com. 

Mommy and Me Market: On 
the occasion of Mother’s Day, 
Mommy and Me Market will be 
held at the Salwa Al-Sabah Hall, 
from 10am to 10pm. The event 
will include all day entertainment 
package, hourly raffle prizes 
and shopping. Vendors are 
welcome to open their shops 
upon prior registration. For more 
information and to register: Call, 
66991983 or 65636570 or email at 
events@smyrnablue.com. 

The Golden Age Circus: The 
Touristic Enterprises Company 
(TEC) and Cirque Madona 
Bouglione are organizing the 
Golden Age Circus at the 
Entertainment City, Doha, till 31 
March. The circus takes visitors 
through a magical journey that 
will help them see the beauty 
and wonder of the world through 
the circus’ eyes. The spellbinding 
spectacle features more than 
a dozen of the world’s finest 
circus performance acts that will 
captivate viewer’s senses with 
a breathtaking medley of circus 
art, music, technology and sheer 
fantasy. For more information: 
Visit, www.eventat.com.  

Perfume Exhibition: Apollo 
Perfume Exhibition is being 
organized by Apollo French 
Perfume, on Thursdays and 
Fridays, at Farwaniya Block 
5, Fhd Aldwilla Street, beside 
Root Clinic until 30 March. The 
event is offering discounts up 
to 90 percent on all purchases. 
For more information: Call, 
97233431, 90084354, 96624946, 
55251803, 97233132.
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Spartan Gear Personal Trainer 
Course: A 10 days intensive course 
for becoming a professional 
personal trainer, Spartan Gear 
Personal Trainer Course will be 
held at Al Salmiya Sports Club, 
Block 3, Street 8, TFW Kuwait Dojo. 
Certificates will be awarded upon 
completion. For more information 
and to register: Visit, http://www.
tfwkuwait.com/ or call, 50133525.

Lady Soft Run: A 6-km run 
exclusively for women, Lady Soft 
Run will be held at Boulevard, 
Salmiya from 8am. The entry fee 
is set at KD5. Further information 
will be available upon 
registration. To register: Visit, 
www.events.pro-vision.com.

Kuwait Yacht Show: The biggest 
sea event of the year, Kuwait 
Yacht Show 2018 will be held 
from 27 to 30 March, at Marina 
Crescent, from 4:30pm to 9pm. 
For further updates: Visit, www.
kuwaityachtshow.com. 

Intermediate Writing Workshop: 
A two-hour writing workshop by 
Razan Al-Sharikh will be held at Al 
Shaheed Park, Soor Street, from 
25 March to 22 April (Sundays 
only) from 7pm to 9pm. This 
workshop is intended for those 
who have tried their hand at 
writing in the past and are now 
interested in digging deeper. 
The event is free of charge and 
for adults only. Applicants are 
requested to submit a sample 
of their fiction writing (no less 
than 1000 words) by 15 March. 
Limited seats available. For more 
information and to register: Visit, 
www.eventbrite.com. 

Study in Canada: Glinks 
International will be offering 

Flare Fitness Festival: The first 
fitness festival for students and 
non-students of Gulf University 
of Science and Technology alike, 
Flare Fitness Festival will be 
held at GUST, at 10am. The 2km 
hindrance race is open to public, 
while the rest is for students 
of GUST only. The festival will 
also have vendors, activities and 
games. For more information 
and to register: Visit: www.
events.pro-vision.com.

unique opportunities to interact 
with officials of top Canadian and 
New Zealand schools, colleges 
and universities at the Study 
in Canada event which will be 
held at Courtyard by Marriott, 
Al Shuhada Street, Kuwait City, 
from 12pm to 4pm. Applications 
will be provided on the spot. 
Students are requested to carry 
their passport copies, academic 
mark sheets and laptops. The 
event is free of cost. For more 
information: Call, 6555 3128 or 
Email, apply4@glinksgroup.com 

for
  Thought

        The Week

Martin Luther King Jr. 
American activist

A genuine leader is not a 
searcher for consensus but a 
molder of consensus.

Badr al Samaa Group of Hospitals, a 
leading healthcare provider in the 

country, is offering a comprehensive package 
to mark its first anniversary of launching its 
healthcare and specialized services in Kuwait. 
The promotion, ‘Celebrate Badr Al Samaa’s 
first anniversary with Good Health’ runs 
until the end of March and allows patients 
to avail of a full-body checkup package. 
The full checkup includes: BP Check, Sugar 

test, Cholesterol, SGPT (Liver Screening), 
Creatinine (Kidney Screening) and a doctor 
consultation. During the promotion 
period, General Medical consultation will 
be available as a special price of KD1 and 
specialty clinics for only KD4, with a 50 
percent discount being offered on Lab test, 
X-rays and scanning.

For more info, Call: 24759250/70/80, 
Mob: 60689323 and Whatsapp: 60689323.

Badr Al Samaa marks first anniversary 
with Good Health promotion

The British Academy of Sport (BAS) 
organised its eighth successful trip to 

the cleanest and greenest country in Asia: 
Singapore. A group of twenty students 
and three teachers enjoyed a fun-filled 
adventure holiday as part of their  The six-
day trip was packed with over ten sports 
activities including swimming, high ropes, 
laser tag, trampoline, cycling, bubble soccer, 
luge, saber tag, beach volleyball and stand 
up paddle at top class venues.  

BAS students also enjoyed a variety 
of attractions such as the Gardens by the 
Bay with its twenty first century space 
age Botanic Garden; the Night Safari; the 
amazing Universal Studios of Singapore 

and Sentosa Beach. A special surprise 
for the students was to visit the Kuwait 
Embassy in Singapore where they met 
with the Kuwaiti Ambassador to Singapore 
H.E. Yacoub Alsanad, to congratulate 
him on the occasion of Kuwait’s National 
and Liberation Day. The trip culminated 
with an Awards Evening where students 
participated in the traditional ‘BAS Got 
Talent Show’ and all received medals and 
certificates.

The next important event at BAS will be 
the 3rd Women’s International Volleyball 
Tournament which will take place on Friday, 
30 March and is organized in collaboration 
with the Serbian Embassy. 

BAS visits Singapore
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The art of Serving People is not 
Everybody's cup of Tea. It takes 
more than Ambience, more than just 
a Smile. It takes a very special 
warmth that lights up a Service...
That is gracious and attentive coupled 
with Amenities and Discreteness.
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Philippine Ambassador 
to Kuwait H.E. Renato 

Pedro Villa denied a malicious 
post tweeted by a Kuwait 
recruitment agency owner 
accusing a Filipino head of a 
non-government organization 
of encouraging household 
workers to refuse work and 
escape. These women in turn 
are placed to work part time 
on services such as weddings 
and other functions. Philippine 
Embassy reported to local 
ministries concerned and urged 
for action to be taken against 
these malicious tweets.

In an interview with the 
Philippine Ambassador Renato 
Pedro Villa, he said that upon 
seeing the tweet posted by the 
Kuwaiti owner of a recruitment 
agency for domestic helpers, 
headed off to the office of 
domestic helpers under the 
Residency Affairs Department 
and reported the malicious 
tweet posted earlier. “Filipino 
organizations refer to the 
embassy HSWs those who 
require rescue especially those 
who suffer sexual abuse and 
physical maltreatments, the 
embassy in turn requests 
for police assistance so 
the rescue can take place,” 

said Ambassador Villa. The 
Philippine envoy added that 
rumors circulated earlier that 
runaways HSWs are available 
for re hire in exchange of 
the amount of KD600. The 
Ambassador Villa stressed, 
“This is totally unfounded, 
our HSWs in the shelter are 
bound for repatriation either 
under the amnesty program 
of the embassy or with 
domestic affairs department. 
Announcements have been 
posted outside the premises of 
the embassy stated that there 
are no such news.” He also 
mentioned that a verbal note 
has been sent to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs as to the 
possible measures and actions 
the Filipino could adopt against 
malicious attacks and other 
forms of cyber allegations via 
Twitter and other forms of 
social media.

 Dr. Chie Umandap, a staff 
at the Ministry of Dental and 
the head of a Filipino NGO in 
Kuwait and whose face and 
name were posted by the owner 
of recruitment agency allegedly 
accusing him of inciting HSWs 
to refuse work and escape. 
The tweet  stated, “This man 
of Filipino nationality works 
in the Ministry of Health and 
has an account on Facebook 
through which he organized 
the smuggling of workers to 
the Philippine embassy and 
operates them in concerts, 
weddings and events, so please 
ask the Ministry of Interior 
to follow up this account 
and asked to investigate”. 
Umandap said that he was 
not surprised when the tweet 
came out as he was informed 
of a plot to have him deported 
and that an agency owner in 
the Philippines is behind the 

move. “I immediately informed 
the Philippine Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs and Secretary 
of Labor and Employment 
that fabricated news has been 
posted on Twitter and asked 
their departments to investigate 
on the matter. I also reported 
the incident to the Ambassador 
who in turn sent a verbal note 
to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Kuwait. A legal case is 
finally being pursued by a group 
of lawyers against the owners 
of the Philippine and foreign 
recruitment agencies,” said 
Umandap.

Umandap stated that AKO 
OFW, the NGO which he heads, 
does not perform rescue but 
collects and submits reports of 
abuses and request for rescues 
to the embassy. 

He thanked the active 
members of AKO OFW for 
their hard work and dedication 
and the Philippine Ambassador 
for his support and prompt 
action to report such cases. “I 
urge all NGOs and advocates 
not to stop extending help to 
our distressed Filipino workers 
and that you don’t have to 
be physically present to help 
during the rescues, we have a 
department in the embassy 
that coordinates these cases 
with local authorities,” said 
Umandap.

Philippine Embassy reports malicious tweets 
by Kuwait recruitment agency

Belgian trio headlines 
‘Mapping Roots’ concert

A musical night titled ‘Mapping Roots’ featuring talented 
musicians Michel Vrydag, Bram Weijters and Daniel Jonkers 

was organized by the Belgium Embassy in cooperation with Dar 
al-Athar al-Islamiyyah (DAI) at the Yarmouk Cultural Centre 
on 4 March. The trio gave a rousing performance in a program 
that drew from their collective experience with various musical 
genres from jazz to pop.

Michel Vrydag, a bassplayer and composer, is active on the 
Jazz scene, and has performed with many noteworthy bands in 
the music industry including Paul Di’Anno, the original singer of 
the legendary Iron Maiden. His performances have even taken 
him across Europe, and India.  

Bram Weijters, an extraordinary Antwerp based pianist and 
composer, has made a name for himself in Belgian hip hop, 
alongside popular singer-songwriters and alternative bands.

Daniel Jonkers, drummer, is a well-known name in the 
improvisational and alternative pop scene in Belgium and The 
Netherlands. His work is evident in several albums like Tim 
Finoulst Trio (Narrative), Toni Mora Quartet (Beyond Words) 
among others. He has also toured across Europe and Asia.

The Embassy of Bangladesh celebrated the 
inclusion of the historic 7th March 1971 speech by 

the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman as part of the world's documentary heritage 
of the UNESCO Memory of the World International 

Register at the embassy premises on 7 March. The 
event was attended by officials of Bangladesh 
Embassy, Bangladesh Military Contingent (BMC), 
representatives of Biman Bangladesh Airlines and a 
large number of Bangladeshi community members.

The Bangladesh Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. S.M. 
Abul Kalam along with other officers placed floral 
tributes before the portrait of the Father of the 
Nation. The messages given by the Hon'ble President 
and Hon'ble Prime Minister were read out by Defence 
Attache and Counsellor (Labor) of the Embassy. 

The highlight of the event was the discussion that 
saw participation from the leaders and members 
of the Bangladeshi community as well as various 
socio-cultural organizations. They highlighted the 
significance of the 7th March speech by the Father of 
the Nation and its inclusion in UNESCO Memory of 
the World International Register. 

The Bangladesh Ambassador Abul Kalam 
summed up their discussion and reiterated that the 
historic 7th March speech by the Father of the Nation 
will continue to enthrall the Bangladeshi people and 
will continue to inspire succeeding generations to 
work towards a happy and prosperous 'Sonar Bangla', 
which was a dream of the Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

Bangladesh Embassy celebration commemorates
inclusion of Rahman speech into UNESCO Register

Indian Educational School (IES) ushered in 
its new set of Class 12 students for the year 

2018-19 on 4 March. Students were given a 
warm welcome to class 12 with a heart-stirring 
motivational speech by the principal Premkumar, 
who inspired the students to play hard and work 
harder. He also encouraged the students to aim 
for the best. This was followed by speeches 
by the honorable and dedicated Mr. Suresh v 

Balakrishnan, who motivated the students and 
wished them all the best for the challenges they 
had to face during the year.

Then, thought-provoking games were organized 
by Mussarat Parkar that was greatly enjoyed by the 
students. After wishing all the students all the 
best once again, they were led to their classrooms 
where they began their highly anticipated Class XII 
with a cheerful demeanor.

New batch of Senior Secondary students inducted into IES
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A lmost everybody loves 
macaroni and cheese, the 

classic and quintessential comfort 
food. There is a reason it is a common 
favorite among kids, grandparents 
and everyone in between — it is 
simple, filling, delicious, and covered 
in cheese. As it turns out, you do 
not need to be a gourmet chef, or 
resort to the boxed, ready-to-prepare 
Macaroni and Cheese, in order to 
make this tasty dish at home. So 
without any further ado, read on to 
find out how to prepare this quick, 
easy and incredibly delicious dish.

Prepare the béchamel sauce: For 
a whole box of pasta, melt 1/2 cup of 
butter and whisk in an equal amount 
of flour to make a roux. Once done, 
start whisking in your dairy (you can 
use whole milk or heavy cream). For 
however much butter you use, add in 
eight times as much milk or cream. So 
if you used 1/2 cup of butter, you will 
need four cups of milk or cream. Whisk 
in your liquid gradually, then stand 
over the pot, stirring, until it is thick 
enough to coat the back of a spoon 
(about 8 to 10 minutes).

Once your béchamel is thick, add 
in some seasonings: Salt and pepper 
are classics, but you can also add in a 
dollop of mustard for pucker, about 
a teaspoon of paprika for smokiness, 
a shake of cayenne pepper for spice, 
and a few grates of nutmeg for a little 
je ne sais quoi. If you like it spicy, you 
could up the heat with more cayenne 
or a dash of hot sauce. At this point, 
go ahead and preheat your oven to 190 
degrees Celsius.

Add your grated cheese: Here, you 
can go with two parts of Gruyère to one 
part sharp Cheddar. Want something 
akin to the boxed dinners of your youth? 
Go with 100 percent Cheddar. Want 
something a bit funkier? Add some 
diced creamy blue cheese or smoked 
Gouda, or even a little crumbled goat 
cheese. It is recommended to steer 
clear of any non-melty cheese such as 
feta or Parmesan. 

Opt for about three cups of cheese 
for a béchamel made with one stick of 
butter. The more cheese you add, the 
denser and gooier your mac and cheese 
will be. If you add less cheese, the end 
result will be creamier and looser. Stir 

the cheese into the hot béchamel until 
the consistency is relatively smooth 
and most of the cheese is melted. Do 
not forget to reserve a half cup or so 
of your cheese to sprinkle over the top.

Time for the add-ins: Think of this 
step like taking a trip to your favorite 
frozen yogurt shop or pick-n-mix 
candy store, only instead of mochi or 
gummi bears you can add in chopped, 
hearty greens, cooked meats, roasted 
vegetables, or shredded crab or 
lobster meat. If you do not like meat, 
try adding some depth with sautéed 

mushrooms or caramelized onions.

Cook your noodles: While all this 
is going on, cook your noodles in 
generously salted water for about 

two minutes or so less than the box's 
recommendation.

Your pasta will continue cooking in 
the cheesy, rich sauce and will absorb 
all the goodness in the oven. When 
it comes to selecting pasta, choose 
something with plenty of ridges and 
nooks and crannies, so it can hug all 
your sauce and mix-ins. 

Fold your cooked pasta into the 
béchamel mixture. Start with only 3/4 
of the pasta you cooked; less pasta 
equals more sauce and results in 
goopier macaroni and cheese. More 
pasta would mean less sauce and more 
block-like wedges of mac that you can 
cut out of the pan and sauté in butter. 

Pour the macaroni mixture into 
a buttered pan. If you live for crispy, 
caramelized noodles, you could even 
spread the whole thing out on a sheet 
pan. Sprinkle your reserved cheese 
over the top. You can also cover the 
macaroni and cheese with some 
chopped, toasted bread for crunch 
or go with anything from large cubes 
of bread to blitzed, sandy crumbs. 
Toasting the bread in a bit of butter 
or oil before sprinkling it atop your 
macaroni is recommended.

Baking: Bake your macaroni and 
cheese for about 30 minutes, or until 
the top is golden and bubbling. Once 
done remove and serve while hot. 

Macaroni and Cheese
Easy-to-prepare
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The terminated contracts of 
expatriate employees of the 

public sector will not be renewed, said 
governmental sources.

They explained that these 
employees will not be allowed to 
work in any other institutions in the 
public sector. A new batch of Kuwaiti 
citizens with different educational 
qualifications will join the labor 
market to replace these expatriates in 

accordance with the requests for labor 
needs sent to Civil Service Commission 

(CSC) by different state institutions.
There will be no exceptions in terms 

of appointing expatriates in the public 
sector. Concerning the specializations 
that are not covered by Kuwaiti 
employees, a decision must be made 
by CSC to ensure these jobs are filled 
by expatriate employees. However, 
such positions are limited and their 
numbers are not big.

The sources highlighted the 
government’s decision, which 
obligates all state institutions to 

reduce the number of their expatriate 
employees per year until the fixed rates 
for each specialization are reached in 
2022 based on the government’s plan 
launched in September 2017.

They revealed that a list of 
expatriate employees who will be 
dismissed in the coming fiscal year, 
which starts from April 1, is being 
prepared along with those whose 
contracts have been terminated.

LOCAL

Pathanamthitta District 
Association (PDA) hosted a 

music and dance show on 25 February 
evening at Marina Hall as part of 
Kuwait National and Liberation Days 
celebrations. The event featured a 
variety of melodious songs from 
Malayalam Films mellifluously 
recreated by a group of renowned 
singers led by the singer, M.G. 
Sreekumar in the company of 
Abdulrahman, Mrudula Warrier and 
Sreya Jayadeep. Another highlight 
of the event was the classical dance 
by noted dancer and actress Dr. Tara 
Kalyan and her daughter Soubhagya 
Venkatesh, which offered an 
unforgettable experience for Kuwait’s 
expatriate community.

The melodies enriched by the 
instrumental music performed by the 
creative artists of Star Orchestra led 
by the exceptional talent of Anoop 
Kovalam, was a stirring musical 
session. 

Shri. Oommen George, 
Association’s Founder Member, and 
who served as Association’s President 
for many years and currently serving as 
patron, was honored during the event 
in recognition of his role and immense 
contribution for the formation 
and growth of the Association. 
Jleeb Al Sjuyouk Area Police Chief 
Colonel Ibrahim Abdul Razak Al Deel 
presented him a ‘Plaque of Honor’ 
and the Association’s Advisory Board 

Chairman, Binu John Philip decorated 
him with the traditional 'Ponnada'. 

Nikitha Murali Panicker, who 
excelled in engineering degree exams, 
Blood Donors Group of Kerala in 
Kuwait for their voluntary blood 
donation services, and Saji Koshy 
George, Kerala Hotel & Restaurant 
Association member for his support to 
the Association in its HOPE Scholarship 
events in Kerala, were honored during 
the august occasion.

Expats terminated from public sector cannot join another

PDA organizes music and dance show

A man recognized for having 
established himself as one of 

the most celebrated singers in India 
for his soulful voice, music and style, 
Padma Shri winner Kailash Kher with 
his band KAILASA will perform on 5 
April at American International School 
Kuwait. 

His contribution to Indian music 
spans across varied styles such as 
Indian folk and Sufi to many regional 
languages where he has successfully 
been a playback singer in more than 
1500 songs in movies. This popular 
playback singer of India has been 
honoured with many awards including 
the Prestigious Padmashree Award to 
account for his hit songs and albums.  
His private albums have also met 
with success, with some of his hit 
songs from super hit films including 
'Bahubali & Swades' and his hit albums 

'Allah key 'bandei', 'Saiyyan' and 'Teri 
Deewani' among others.

Fronting his band KAILASA as the 
lead singer, he has performed in over 
2000 concerts all over the world, 
gaining popularity for his unique 
style that blends Indian and western 
music together. Considered as one of 
the most popular independent music 
bands, they have released 6 albums 
since 2004, with all receiving critical 
acclaim.  Don’t miss the much-awaited 
show Kailash Kher - Live in Concert 
with the full team of musicians and 
singers performing for the first time 
ever in Kuwait.

After the massive success of 
Badshah Live in Concert in Al-Shaheed 
Park, IYS once again proudly brings 
Kailasa Live in Concert at the American 
International School Kuwait. So, 
Kuwait, let’s rock out the evening with 
Padma Sri Kailash Kher and his band 
Kailasa. Book your seats online at 
www.eventat.com.

Indian Youth Society, (IYS), is a 
non-profitable organization registered 
with the Indian Embassy of Kuwait 
by the initiative of a like-minded 
young Indians with the vision of 
honouring, encouraging, supporting 
and celebrating the Indian social 
and cultural values amongst the 
people of Kuwait. For further details, 
contact: 66512932, 66361912, 66367438 
and 60711700. E-mail: iyskuwait@
gmail.com; Website:  www.
indianyouthkuwait.com

Youngest Padma Shri winner 
Kailash Kher to perform Live in Kuwait

The launch of the ‘Ring the Bell’ initiative 
was held at Boursa Kuwait on 8 March, 

in cooperation with United Nations Women 
Empowerment and Gender Equality Unit (UN 
Women), UN Global Compact, and Sustainable 
Stock Exchanges Initiative (SSE) in order to raise 
awareness on empowering women in the economy. 
Coinciding with International Women’s Day, 
the initiative is a call for action for businesses 

everywhere to take concrete steps to advance 
women’s economic empowerment. 

Kuwait joins the global efforts and become the 
first in the GCC to participate in this initiative, which 
is organized in collaboration with the General 
Secretariat of the Supreme Council of Planning 
and Development, UN Women, United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), and Women’s 
Research and Studies Center at Kuwait University. 

Under this initiative, Boursa Kuwait will convene 
champion business leaders, investors, government, 
civil society and other key partners at the country-
level to raise awareness on the importance of 
private sector to advance Women Empowerment 
and to highlight the growing business and economic 
case for women’s economic empowerment. It will 
also showcase the concrete steps the private sector 
is taking to empower women in the workplace, 

marketplace and community, and demonstrates the 
link between Women Empowerment, sustainable 
development and business. 

To advance the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and promote uptake of the Women’s 
Empowerment Principles, ‘Ring the Bell’ encourages 
businesses to take action and showcase how stock 
exchanges can help advance the SDGs by promoting 
Women Empowerment. 

Kuwait first in GCC to Ring the Bell for Women Empowerment
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The conclusion to the United Goans 
Centre Interschool Under- 15 

Football Tournament 2018 between 
Indian English Academy School (IEAS) 
and the Carmel School of Kuwait (CSK) 
took place on 2 March.  Both schools 
began the match in high spirits hoping 
to take home the trophy. The IEAS 
players however persevered to the end 
with goals from No.07 Daniel Ezukam 
and No.11 Joshua D’Costa sealing their 
well-deserved victory. No.10 Aaron 
D’souza from IEAS was awarded 
Man of the Match for his impressive 

performance in the game.
The game was a perfect teaser 

for the United Goans Centre’s (UGC) 
42nd Edition Football Final between 
the All Kerala Football Club (AKFC) 
and the United Goans Centre Football 
Club. Following the outstanding 
performances by the school players, 
the senior players were more than 
ready to impress the crowd with their 
skills. The game ended 1-0 with AKFC 
taking home the title of Winners of the 
42nd UGC Football Final 2018.

The highly entertaining final was 

followed by the distribution of awards 
to the winners:

United Goans Centre Interschool 
Under - 15 Football Tournament 2018 
Awards:
Man of the Match – Aaron D’souza 
-Indian English Academy School
Winners Trophy and Medals – Indian 
English Academy School
Runners up Trophy and Medals – 
Carmel School of Kuwait
United Goans Centre 42nd Edition 
Football Tournament 2018 Awards
Man of the Match – Sanavas – All 

Kerala Football Club
Winners Trophy and Cups - All Kerala 
Football Club
Runners up Trophy and Cups - United 
Goans Centre Football Club
Joint Top Scorers of the Tournament – 
Sanavas – All Kerala Football Club
& Jaris – All Kerala Football Club
Best Goalkeeper - Alphas – United 
Goans Centre
Player with Most Potential – Martin 
– Goan Overseas Association (Goa 
Maroons)
Most Disciplined Team – Skynet 

Miracles Sports Club
The Chief Guest was Dr. Shanta 

Maria James and other guests included 
Dr.Thasin Khan and Muriel Alphonso 
and Mrs. Lubna from the Indian Women 
Association and Fr. Franco from the St. 
Therese Church, Salmiya Kuwait. 

In closing, the President of the 
United Goans Centre, Tony Alphonso 
thanked the Kuwait Indian Football 
Federation, the chief guest, the players, 
the club members and everyone 
involved in making the Football final 
such a successful event.

Reports have emerged that the government 
is studying a proposal to stop expatriates 

who suffer from cancer, diabetes, high blood 
pressure and several other non-contagious 
diseases from entering or obtaining residency in 
Kuwait.

The new report comes in the wake of a 
Ministry of Health publication that listed 22 
illnesses which would automatically deny 

residency to expatriates diagnosed with the 
diseases. Among the illnesses featured in the 
list are renal failure, vision problems, squinting, 
and tens of others.

In a statement following the publication, 
official sources said said that the listing was 
in line with a Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
decision that dates back to 2001.

Elaborating on the decision, the official said 

the main aim was to reduce the cost of expat 
healthcare on the country’s budget and to 
ensure that expatriates coming to the country 
were fit to work.

Kuwait already disqualifies people with 
contagious diseases from entering or leaving 
the country. Those diseases include Aids, 
Herpes, Hepatitis, Malaria, Leprosy, Syphilis, 
Tuberculosis, and Gonorrhea. However, this 

is the first time the country was said to be 
considering banning people with non-infectious 
illnesses from entering it.

The most recent move is set to be criticized 
by international human rights organizations 
because it is unusual to ban people from 
entering countries if the illnesses they suffer 
from are not infectious. 

Expatriates with non-infectious diseases to be denied entry, residency

The 42nd UGC Football Final 2018 ends with AKFC victorious

Shito-Ryu School of Karate held 
their quarterly belt up-gradation 

test on 9 March at the Kuwait Karate 
Federation Club. Over 300 students 
from 10 dojos, along with karate 
masters and family members were 
present at the event. The test was 
held under the supervision of Shito-
Ryu School Chief Sensei Prem Kumar 
and judged by Sensei Sulthan.

Main highlights of the event 
were Kata performances and fight 
sequences performed by students of 
all rankings, from white to black belts.

Speaking about the event, Sensei 
Prem who is a 6th Dan Black Belt 
said: “Just as a student’s school 

syllabus changes with time, so does 
the grade in karate. Students learn 
certain blocking, striking and kicking 
techniques, which they then perform 
at the test. 

On passing, they are awarded 
with a new belt along with the 
responsibility to learn new skills. It 
is only when the student reaches the 
level of black belt that we can proudly 
say his/her journey has truly begun.”

Shito-Ryu School of Karate has 
branches in Salmiya, Abuhalifa, 
Mehboula, Khaitan, Abbasiya, Reggai, 
Mangaf, Farwaniya and Fahaheel that 
together train over 800 students from 
the age of 5 years to 50 years. 

Shito-Ryu School of Karate
holds belt up-gradation test

The two-day CIGI 2nd Thematic 
conference hosted by Centre for 

Information and Guidance India (CIGI) 
Kuwait Chapter, was held on 1 and 2 
March, at Crown Plaza and concluded 
with a ground-breaking gala leadership 
Summit. The conference saw active 
participation from delegates from 
within Kuwait as well as from other 
Gulf States and India.

Dr. Amir Ahmed, Chairman of CIGI 
Kuwait chapter in his presidential 
address stressed CIGI’s greater roles 
of uplifting the weaker class of the 
society by education, and urged 
leaders to take up the daunting tasks. 

The summit was formally 
inaugurated by Shri Krishan Kumar 
Pahel, First Secretary, Embassy India, 
Kuwait and in his inaugural speech, he 
applauded CIGI’s two decades long 
activities in the field of Education in 
GCC as well as in India and appreciated 
CIGI for playing a unique role in the 
empowerment of the marginalized 

sector of the society.
Shri K.K. Pehel released ‘Compass 

- CIGI Hand Book 2018’, a reference 
careers guidance book.

Dr. A.B. Moideen Kutty – Director of 
the Kerala Government’s Directorate 
of Minority Welfare Department, in 
his keynote address explained various 
schemes, employment projects, 
scholarships and other benefits 
offered by the Government of Kerala 
for the minorities.

The two-day long CIGI Thematic 
conference witnessed several 
brainstorming sessions aimed 

to generate ideas that would 
eventually be transformed into 
projects. After the preparation of 
the functional Model, CIGI President 
P.A. Abdussalam summarized the 
discussion papers and the session 
concluded to the start of the final 
Leadership summit. The summit was 
attended by embassy officials, leaders 
of CIGI from India and various GCC 
chapters, prominent figures from 
Kuwait’s business and social arena, 
leaders of mainstream organizations 
active in Kuwait along with Kuwait TV 
and other media personalities.

CIGI 2nd International Thematic conference 
highlights social responsibility of leaders
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The global and regional powers, 
Afghanistan’s neighbors will 
attend the Tashkent International 
Conference “Peace Process, 
Security Cooperation and 
Regional Connectivity”

From the early days of his leadership of the 
country, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev defined building up 
constructive, mutually advantageous and good-
neighborly relations with Central Asian nations 
and cementing security in this part of the world 
as the principal foreign policy priority.

Uzbekistan’s leader detailed the international 
community about his strategic vision for 
ensuring regional security and stability in 
September 2017 at the 72nd Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly in New York City. In 
November later that year, during the Samarkand 
Conference “Central Asia: One Past and a 
Common Future, Cooperation for Sustainable 
Development and Mutual Prosperity”, President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev proposed a comprehensive 
program of joint efforts at the regional and 
international levels to secure enduring peace and 
stability in Central Asia, including Afghanistan.

The policy implications of the speeches 
by President of the Republic of Uzbekistan at 
those international forums, his examination 
of the current situation in Central Asia and 
Afghanistan and the prospects of developments 
have generated a reflective interest in the 
international community.

As the President has noted, “Central Asia, 
being in the heart of Eurasia, stands as a bridge 
connecting Europe and the Middle East, South 
and East Asia”. The region is rich in natural 
resources. There is a unique cultural and 
civilization potential, which has had a decisive 
influence on the development of many countries 
and entire regions.

In the meantime, according to President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Central Asia constitutes a 
crossing point of the interests of world powers, 
and the region adjoins the pivots of instability 
and conflict, experiencing the impact of all the 
downbeat processes occurring in the near and 
far abroad.

In this regard, the President of Uzbekistan 
was right in posing the question as to what 
developments the region can encounter. 
Will it go under the scenario of conflicts and 
confrontations or along the path of cooperation 
and progress?

The answer is obvious, that is, everything 
depends, first and foremost, on the willingness 
of the Central Asian states to assume 
responsibility for the common future of the 
region.

Bordering on all countries of Central Asia, 
Uzbekistan is unswervingly interested in the 
region becoming a zone of stability, sustainable 
development and good-neighborliness. As 
Uzbekistan’s leader has repeatedly stressed, 
peaceful, economically prosperous Central Asia 
is our most critical goal and key task.

Meanwhile, it is impossible to achieve those 
objectives without addressing one of the most 
pressing regional and global issues, namely, the 
conflict in the neighboring Afghanistan, which 
historically and geopolitically is an integral part 
of our common region.

Peace in Afghanistan is bedrock of stability 
and prosperity of Central Asia. Speaking at 
the international conference in Samarkand, 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev stated frankly that 
it is essential to refuse to divide the security 
threats into ‘our own and those of others’ and 
in fact adhere to the principle of indivisibility 
of security. A peaceful Afghanistan is able to 
ensure the shortest possible access for the 
nations of Central Asia to the harbors of the 
Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf, to connect 
India, Iran and Pakistan with the markets of 
Europe and the Middle East.

To this end, what comes to the fore of the 
problem is the formation of an extensive and 
solid international consensus on the basic 
issues of establishing peace and security in 
Afghanistan, supporting the efforts of Afghan-
owned, Afghan-led process for national 
reconciliation in the country.

Uzbekistan has always been and remains a 
fundamental advocate of a political settlement 
of the situation in Afghanistan, making its 
feasible contribution to the country’s socio-
economic development.

In this regard, Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s initiative 
to organize – on March 26-27 this year in Tashkent, 
jointly with the Afghan side – an international 
high-level conference on Afghanistan, “Peace 
Process, Security Cooperation and Regional 
Connectivity”, is an important part of the Uzbek 
leadership’s overall strategy to provide for 
regional security and stability.

Our country has been an active party to 
almost all international forums addressing the 
Afghan crisis, including the Kabul Process, the 
Moscow Format, the Heart of Asia – Istanbul 
Process, the International Contact Group on 
Afghanistan, the SCO-Afghanistan Contact 
Group, the Regional Economic Cooperation 

Conference on Afghanistan (RECCA).
During a UN Security Council session in 

New York on January 19, 2018, Uzbekistan and 
Afghanistan delivered a joint presentation of 
the forthcoming Tashkent forum.

The conference in Tashkent is due following 
the second meeting of the Kabul Process 
that took place on February 28 this year in 
Afghanistan’s capital. It will come to be a 
logical extension of the efforts undertaken by 
the international community to secure peace 
and stability in the country. President of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev and 
President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
Ashraf Ghani are to deliver keynote speeches at 
the opening ceremony of the conference.

Among those invited to the Tashkent meeting 
are the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
and Special Representative of the Organization 
for Afghanistan Tadamichi Yamamoto, the EU 
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy Federica Mogherini, as well as 
foreign ministers of China, Russia, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, 
Italy, Turkey, India, Iran, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

It is expected that the forum participants 
will convey their consolidated stance – at the 
regional and global levels – on the need for 
the soonest start of direct talks between the 
Government of Afghanistan and the Taliban 
Movement without any preconditions.

The conference is projected to result in the 
adoption of Tashkent Declaration anticipated to 
reflect the following key points:

First, the peace process ought to be Afghan-
led and Afghan-owned and in accordance with 
the provisions of resolutions and decisions of 
the UN General Assembly and Security Council;

Second, the guaranteed integration of the 
armed opposition into the political life of 

Afghanistan and its recognition as a legitimate 
political force is instrumental in the success of 
the peace process;

Third, the international community 
strongly opposes all forms and manifestations 
of terrorism without any distinction, and 
recognizes that the threats of transnational 
terrorism, drug trafficking and organized 
crime are common challenges to stability and 
sustainable development both for Afghanistan, 
the region and the world as a whole.

The Tashkent Conference is to follow the 
first meeting of the new format of cooperation, 
Central Asia + Afghanistan (“C5 + 1”), designed 
to discuss specific areas of interaction between 
the Central Asian nations and Afghanistan. 
The activity of this format will contribute to 
Afghanistan’s successful integration into the 
system of trade, economic and infrastructural 
relations with the states of Central Asia, the 
effective implementation of projects and 
programs of regional scale.

Initiating to hold the Tashkent Conference, 
Uzbekistan by no means intends to confine itself 
to arranging it as a one-time event, but continue 
with vigorous efforts – both bilaterally and 
multilaterally – to promote a peaceful political 
process in Afghanistan. As President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev’s foreign policy strategy finds its 
application, Uzbekistan is becoming a proactive 
contributor to and constituent part of the 
political process for a peaceful settlement to the 
Afghan conflict. Worth underscoring once again 
that the principal role and responsibility in this 
process belongs with the Afghans themselves, 
who must determine and build the future of 
their country.

The gracious goals set for the Tashkent 
Conference, as well as the participation in it 
of all permanent members of the UN Security 
Council, the SCO member states and the 
countries neighboring Afghanistan, including 
the five Central Asian nations, have been 
triggering a growing interest in the forum 
around the globe. 

We express hope that the outcomes of the 
international meeting in Uzbekistan’s capital 
city will come to be a vital milestone in the 
stabilization of Afghanistan, in the delivery of 
prerequisites for its sustainable development, 
enhancement of the Afghan people’s welfare 
and the latter’s engagement in the constructive 
processes in the region and the world in general. 

The success of the Tashkent forum should 
demonstrate the ability of the region’s states 
to resolve common grave issues through joint 
efforts by opening up extensive opportunities 
for peace and progress.

Tashkent to host a high-level 
conference on Afghanistan
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Defending the right of United States citizens 
to buy semi-automatic rifles or carry 

concealed weapons is akin to denying any human 
responsibility for climate change. Rational 
arguments are not the point. No matter how 
many schoolchildren are gunned down or what 
the scientific evidence may be for the effects of 
carbon dioxide emissions, people will not change 
beliefs that define their identity.

It follows, then, that the more liberals from 
New York or San Francisco, or indeed Houston, 
agitate for ways to control the sale of guns to 
civilians, the harder proponents of the right to 
own lethal weapons will fight back. They will 
often do so with the zeal of religious believers 
who feel that their God has been offended.

Collective identities have a history, of course. 
The US Constitution’s Second Amendment, which 
guarantees the right to keep and bear arms, was 
adopted in 1791, when citizens who had rebelled 
against the British monarchy thought they 
needed to protect themselves, if called upon, 
against an oppressive state. Interpretation of this 
amendment has been contested terrain, but the 
original idea was that citizen militias should be 
armed.

For many Americans, especially in rural 
areas and in the southern states, this collective 
entitlement became akin to a God-given individual 
right. Demagogues have had great success pitting 
such people against coastal and urban elites who 
supposedly want to strip them of this right. The 
fear that demagogues exploit is rooted in more 
than a shared taste for hunting, or a notion of 
self-defense. It is about who people think they 
are. Take away their gun rights, and they would 
feel culturally and socially annihilated.

But if this is the core of many Americans’ 
identity, it points to an odd contradiction in their 

national self-image. The Second Amendment is 
of course a legal concept. In a way, that is true 
of the US itself. As a country of immigrants, the 
US is not based on shared ancestry or culture. It 
is based on laws – the only way a people from 
so many different cultural backgrounds could be 
bound together in a common enterprise.

No wonder, then, that there are so many 
lawyers in the US, and why Americans are more 
litigious than, say, the Japanese, who rely more on 
customs and traditions. If the US can be said to 
have a civic religion, the Constitution is its holy 
writ. And that is precisely how conservatives 
treat the foundational laws, including the Second 
Amendment.

At the same time, however, many Americans 
cherish national myths, no less foundational in 
their way, which are in direct opposition to the 
idea of a nation of laws. In classical Westerns, the 
true American hero is the rugged gunslinger, the 
outlaw who knows right from wrong in his gut, 
the freedom-loving rambler who rides into the 
sunset on his trusted horse, a rifle slung across his 
shoulders. John Wayne arrives to save the citizens 
from the bad guys in black suits whose nefarious 
deeds undermine the liberty of the American 
frontier. But who are those villains dressed in 
black? They are bankers, lawyers, businessmen, 
and railroad builders, often representing the 
interests of powerful figures in the big cities on 

the East Coast. They employ fighting men of 
their own, to be sure, but the black-suited men 
come from a world of contracts, treaties, and big 
government.

The story of most Westerns is of a wide-open 
rural idyll, where man has found perfect autonomy, 
threatened by a state ruled by man-made laws. 

The only laws the Western hero respects are those 
laid down by God and his own conscience. And he 
badly needs his gun to defend them. The problem 
with the American myth is that this rural idyll of 
perfect individual liberty, this state of nature, 
as it were, cannot possibly be maintained in a 
highly organized state of banks, courts, business 
corporations, and legislatures. The Second 

Amendment is a sop to the myth, disguised by 
the fact that it is also encoded as law. Ronald 
Reagan understood the mythical yearning of many 
Americans better than most presidents, perhaps 
because he had acted in a number of Westerns 
himself. When he famously proclaimed that 
“government is not the solution to our problem, 
government is our problem,” he was talking like a 
gunslinger, even though he was officially speaking 
as the newly installed US president.

In a far coarser and more belligerent way, 
Donald Trump has followed Reagan’s example. 
In fact, he really is a kind of outlaw, with no use 
for norms of civility in government. In many ways, 
Trump has managed to combine the habits of a 
desperado with the interests of the men dressed 
in black suits, the corporate leaders, the bankers, 
and their political representatives in Washington.

Trump is a New York hustler who can tap 
into the fears of Bible Belt gun-lovers. If the 
US is riven by an escalating culture war over its 
national identity, Trump has the uncanny ability 
of personifying the worst aspects of both sides of 
the divide: the lawlessness of the gunslinger and 
the rapaciousness of the city slicker.

To overcome the dangerous fissures that 
are tearing its society apart, the US must find 
a president who can bridge the cultural divide. 
Alas, it could not have chosen a man less suited 
to the task.

Ian Buruma   
Editor of ‘The New York Review of Books’, is the 
author of Year Zero: A History of 1945. 
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As a country of immigrants, the US 
is not based on shared ancestry or 

culture. It is based on laws – the only 
way a people from so many different 
cultural backgrounds could be bound 

together in a common enterprise.

Gun Nation
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The government’s project priorities and policies 
that depend on oil prices, construction tenders that 
reward the lowest bidder, and labor regulations that 
keep changing by the week, as well as the drying up 
of access to easy credit, administrative shortcomings 
and payment bottlenecks, have all combined 
to create an environment that undermines the 
functioning, and sometimes the very existence, of 
many construction companies. 

Last week, around 13 local construction firms 
reportedly filed for bankruptcy proceedings with 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. In their 
bankruptcy filings the firms cited inability to 
complete their ongoing projects and fulfill financial 
commitments, including to their investors, creditors 
and employees. Investors and creditors of these 
firms are also said to have approached the ministry 
with complaints that over the past three years, 
profits in these construction firms have fallen by 
more than 80 percent. 

While the ministry is understood to have refused 
sanctioning the liquidation proceedings in order to 
protect the rights of shareholders and funds of small 
investors, it was not clear what the fate of thousands 
of employees working for these companies would 
be, or whether their salaries and other dues would 
be met before the firms were declared insolvent. 

Article 50 of Kuwait’s private sector labor law 

states that an employment contract is deemed 
terminated in case of a final verdict declaring the 
employer as bankrupt, or if the establishment 
is permanently closed. However, in the event, 
the establishment is sold, merged with another 
establishment or transferred by inheritance, 
donation or other legal action, the work contract 
shall remain valid under the same conditions and 
the obligations and rights of the original employer 
towards the workers shall be transferred to the 
employer who has taken his place.

Though it accounts for only a relatively modest 
proportion of Kuwait’s GDP — around 5.3 percent in 
2016 — construction is one of the biggest employers 
in the private sector. According to the Public 
Authority for Civil Information, there were around 
395,000 construction workers in Kuwait in 2016; 
all but 21,000 of them were expatriate employees. 
Construction sector accounts for around 18 percent 
of jobs in the private sector and just over 15 percent 
of all expatriate workers in the country. 

The large number of workers employed in the 
construction sector, the majority of whom are 
unskilled laborers unaware of any labor rights, 
means they often get exploited by unscrupulous 
employers. In recent years there has been a spate 
in number of protests against companies by 
employees seeking unpaid wages and other benefits, 
especially by workers employed in the construction 
and services sector. In early March of 2017, a large 

number of Indian employees of a contracting firm 
working at the West Doha Power Plant held a protest 
in front of their embassy to complain about unpaid 
salaries. This followed an earlier protest by hundreds 
of Bangladeshi service workers, who staged a sit-in 
at their labor camp in Mangaf and refused to go to 
work claiming they had not been paid salaries for up 
to four months. In January 2018, thousands of Indian 
workers protested over dismal living conditions in 
their camps and claimed they had not been paid for 
over six months by a leading construction company 
in Kuwait.

In Kuwait, it is illegal for expatriate workers 
to stage industrial action, including engaging in 
strikes or peaceful protests. Workers who engage 
in such activities are liable to face fines, jail-time or 
deportation. But the law also clearly specifies that 
employers are obligated to pay all their workers on 
time and in accordance with their labor contracts. 
Moreover, in case of company liquidation, salaries 
and other benefits of employees are legally accorded 
priority over other claims.

Despite the fall in oil prices in mid-2014 and 
consequent budgetary limitations, Kuwait has 
maintained support for several infrastructure 
projects deeming them a strategic priority for the 
country’s growth and development. As such, projects 
in the energy, infrastructure, health and housing 
sector have seen a strong resurgence in construction 
activity during the past few years. 

A study by BNC Network, a leading project 
research and business intelligence provider in 
the region, published ahead of ‘The Big 5 Kuwait’ 
construction show that was held in Kuwait in 
September 2017, estimated the combined value of 
the more than 700 construction projects currently 
active in Kuwait at KD70 billion, with a further KD10 
billion worth of developments in the concept or 
design phase. 

The infrastructure and other construction 
projects align with the country’s revamped strategic 
development plan, the New Kuwait 2035, which aims 
to transform Kuwait into a financial and commercial 
hub in the region. New Kuwait 2035 envisions 
among others, a greater role for the private sector, 
developing more projects through Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPP) models, and attracting Foreign 
Direct Investments (FDI) to diversify the country’s 
economy and wean it away from over-reliance on 
hydrocarbons. 

In the last few years, increased private sector 
engagements and joint ventures with international 
companies have led to significant progress in various 
construction projects. With more funding streams 
such as the PPP model and FDI being attracted to the 
country’s construction sector, it is sincerely hoped 
that some clause will be added to construction 
contracts to ensure that the poor workers who are 
helping to construct the ‘New Kuwait’ will at least be 
paid regularly, and on time.

Construction sector constrains bankrupt firms 
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Bobbi Gray   
Research Director at the Grameen Foundation, a global 
nonprofit dedicated to ending poverty and hunger. 

Boosting gender equality in developing countries 

On 8 March, the world will celebrate 
International Women’s Day, an annual 

opportunity to recommit to gender equality. This 
year’s observance comes at an important time 
for women’s rights, as global movements like 
#MeToo and #TimesUp are refocusing attention 
on the discriminatory practices that women 
confront in their social and professional lives.

But while women in the developed world are 
waging big battles over gender bias, women and 
girls in developing countries remain focused on 
smaller victories. On this International Women’s 
Day, we must not forget that in the world’s 
poorest communities, poverty, hunger, domestic 
violence, and discrimination remain endemic 
obstacles to gender parity.

I have studied gender and development in the 
Global South for 15 years. My research, which has 
included thousands of interviews with women 
from India to Burkina Faso, has centered on one 
question: How can the international community 
improve the welfare of the world’s poorest 
women? The answer, it turns out, is to help them 
do what they are already doing on their own.

One of the most effective ways to empower 
women anywhere, but especially in the developing 
world, is by promoting financial independence. 
In many areas, that means supporting ‘informal 
savings groups’, networks of like-minded women 
who pay dues to build a shared pool of resources. 
This money can then be drawn on to fund any 
number of items, such as small business expenses, 
school fees, or health-care costs.

Community-based savings groups — there are 
millions in Asia and Africa alone — are changing 
lives every day. I once met a woman in Burkina 
Faso whose son owes his life to the financial 
resources of a savings network. One evening, 
when the boy was violently ill with diarrhea, his 
mother called a taxi to take him to the nearest 
clinic. But taxis, like ambulances, must be paid 

for in advance, and the woman had no money. 
Fortunately, a neighbor who belonged to a health 
savings group was able to contribute and pay the 
fare. That immediate access to cash very likely 
saved the boy’s life.

Most savings group loans are similarly small. 
In Benin, for example, the average loan size in 
one group is just $9. But, in a country where the 
average annual income is less than $800, small 
amounts can make a huge difference.

Unfortunately, many savings groups, as 
important as they are, do not scale; most 
operate in isolation from official services, which 
weakens their effectiveness. Women in poor 
communities must rely on one another, but they 
also need access to government and international 
agencies if they are ever to escape from hunger 
and poverty. That is why my organization, the 
Grameen Foundation, is using digital technology 
and mobile phones to connect savings groups 
with other service providers.

One of our largest projects is in Burkina Faso, 
a desperately poor country in West Africa where 
an estimated 55 percent of the population is food 
insecure for at least a portion of the year. Since 
1993, we have worked with more than 73,000 
women in nearly 3,300 savings groups, bringing 
services directly to the women who need them. 
Our average participant is 40 years old, illiterate, 
and earns just $7 a week selling crops like sesame 
and peanut. When we began the program, only 
about half of the women we worked with said 
they felt empowered in their homes; many feared 

their husbands. Today, those sentiments are 
slowly changing. By serving as a bridge between 
informal savings groups and banks, health 
centers, schools, and agricultural extension 
services, we are helping women make better 
decisions about food use, nutritional practices, 
and spending. Our goal is to reduce poverty 
rates by strengthening asset-management skills, 
which would give women a greater voice in their 
communities. ‘Gender dialogue sessions’ that we 
host are also strengthening family bonds.

During each of my field visits, I have been 
amazed at how these efforts are affecting 
women’s lives. On one recent trip, I met Rasmata, 
a young mother who told me that thanks to the 
safety net of her savings group, she was managing 

to support her family despite her husband’s 
emigration abroad, her father’s recent death, 
and a lingering drought. She was diversifying 
her income, managing her finances, and even 
adopting climate-smart farming techniques. 
The best part was that she described herself 
as a “hard-working, respectful, rigorous, and 
ambitious woman.”

Those are adjectives that women everywhere, 
regardless of their financial situation or 
education, deserve to ascribe to themselves. So 
this week, as the world celebrates the incredible 
progress that women have made on the long 
march to parity, I will be thinking about women 
like Rasmata, who have accomplished so much 
despite having so little.

Continued from Page 1

 “We are at a crossroads today, some feel hope 
and some fear of being made obsolete. We must 
understand that change is important for the 
future.”

Highlighting the publishing industry’s 
adaptability, and its shifting relationship with the 
reader over the years in the face of three separate 
revolutions — the invention of the printing press, 
the computer age, and the internet revolution 
— Minister Al Olama said: “Readers have always 
read, but with the internet and social media, the 
delivery of news has changed and the relationship 
with readers has also undergone a sea change. 
But Artificial Intelligence will have a bigger and 
more profound change than all three of the earlier 
revolutions.”

The minister added that innovators in media 
are already collaborating with tech companies to 
find ways that smart machines can help in data 
processing and other automated tasks, which 
will streamline the newsroom workflow. He said: 
“Some people may view this change with fear, 
fear for the future. But I see great potential in 
this development. If we get rid of the repetitive, 
automated tasks that take up our time, we can 
then focus on the creativity for which our species 
is known. Humans can leverage technology for 

progress and for a better future.”
For his part, Majid Al Suwaidi, Managing 

Director, Dubai Media City, Dubai Studio City and 
Dubai Production City said, “In the MENA region, 
the market for New Media is expected to grow 
from US$1.7 billion in 2015 to $3.6 billion by 2020. 
Furthermore, more than 60 percent of the MENA 
media market is in the GCC region. We have all 
witnessed the change in the media landscape and 
how it continues to evolve,” said Al Suwaidi.

Pointing out that in order to leverage the huge 
potential for growth and maintain a competitive 
edge the industry must evolve through 
simplification and providing quality content, Al 
Suwaidi said, “Publishers need to create content 
that is engaging and relevant. Companies need 
to constantly innovate and be open to new idea 
to reach wider audience segment while staying 
connected with their current consumers.”

Meanwhile, the Director of Middle-East WAN-
IFRA Mechthild Schimpf pointed out that the 
exponential growth and adoption of consumer 
technologies drives new news media consumption 
patterns that force publishers to react rapidly and 
adjust their businesses accordingly. “By sharing 
industry best practices through our global events, 
we facilitate peer-to-peer connections for sharing 
and learning from one another’s experiences," 
said Mr. Schimpf.

Artificial Intelligence to impact publishing industry
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The East African Community 
(EAC) needs $78 billion in the 

next ten years to fund more than 
200 infrastructure projects in the six 
member states.

Leaders from the EAC member 
states including Tanzania’s president 
John Magufului, Kenya’s Uhuru 
Kenyatta, South Sudan’s Salva Kiir 
were hosted by Ugandan President 
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni at the 
regional bloc’s Joint Heads of State 
Retreat on Infrastructure and Health 
Financing and Development. The 
leaders agreed that the revenue 
will be internally and externally 
raised through borrowing and public 
private partnerships. Among the 
megaprojects seeking funding across 
the region are the Standard Gauge 

Railway (SGR), hydropower, as well 
as oil and gas projects that together 
could amount to over $62 billion.

 ‘‘We owe it to ourselves and the 
future generations to ensure that 
this region has efficient, interlinked 
and interoperable infrastructure to 
enable our people to increase their 
prosperity through the exchange 
of goods and services,” President 
Museveni said in his opening remarks.

South Sudan President Salvatore 
Kiir, whose country is the newest 
member of the regional bloc that 
includes Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Rwanda and Burundi, urged his 
counterparts to help end the civil war 
that has rocked his country since 2013.

The East African Community 
heads of state also resolved to 

expand access to specialized health 
care and cross border health services 
in the region to preserve the region's 
human capital base.

The leaders listed key health 

priority areas to be targeted in the next 
10 years, including safe and affordable 
healthcare and access to efficacious 
and affordable medicines, vaccines 
and other health technologies. The 

leaders also agreed to establish 
strong primary health care systems, 
increase surveillance to prevent 
disease like malaria, tuberculosis, 
HIV/Aids and non-communicable 
diseases, as well as strengthen 
national medical laboratories and 
regional rapid response mechanisms.

Meanwhile, President Museveni 
hosted President Kenyatta of Kenya 
at the launch of a one-stop border 
post between the two countries that 
promised to enhance efficiency at 
the border crossing. The border post 
combines the traditional two stops 
for border processing into one, as well 
as consolidates other border control 
functions in shared spaces between 
the two countries for exit and entry 
points.

EAC seeks billions to fund infrastructure projects

As Zero Day for Cape Town’s water supply to run dry approaches, another 
African capital is facing a prolonged period of water scarcity. Kenyan 

capital Nairobi’s Water and Sewerage Company announced last week that 
residents of the city will have to continue grappling with water rationing 
until at least 2026, when more dams are expected to be completed.

Revealing that water storage at the Thika dam near Ndakaini that 
supplies the capital had fallen by 49 percent to 34 million cubic meters, 
water utility authorities said, "Water rationing is set to continue until 
that time when the dams we are currently building are complete, which 
according to the master plan of water sources development in the city will 
be done by 2026 thereafter we shall be having enough water and surplus to 
take us up to 2035."

The dam at Ndakaini, which has a maximum storage capacity for 70 
million cubic meters of water, produces 430,000 cubic meters a day, or 
roughly 84 percent of water supplied to the Nairobi residents. The current 
situation has compelled authorities to enforce water rationing through the 
equitable distribution program so as to ensure every city resident gets a fair 
share of water.

The water utility company said that it was supplying the city with 
525,000 cubic meters of water a day against a demand of 760,000 cubic 
meters a day, but that they were working with the national government 
to come up with measures to ensure that the county gets sufficient water 
through both short-and long-term mechanisms.

The authorities blamed the water problems being experienced on 
prolonged drought, degradation of catchment, and global warming which 
has contributed to erratic weather patterns and inadequate rains. They 
added that on a short-term basis, the county was banking on the Northern 
Water collector tunnel project, set to be completed by 2020, that would 
boost the county with an additional 140,000 cubic meters.

On another note, the row over sharing oil revenues is threatening to 
delay Kenyan’s oil production plans. Residents of Turkana, the Kenyan 
region where oil was discovered in 2012, say they expect at least a third 
of oil revenues to be pumped into development of their county, but the 
central government has other plans.

The current Parliament passed a draft bill in 2016 allocating 10 percent 
of any state oil revenue to the local communities where it was discovered, 
20 percent to local government and 70 percent for the central government 
in Nairobi. A revised version due to be debated in parliament this month 
leaves local communities with only 5 percent.

Turkana, Kenya’s second largest county geographically, has long accused 
successive central governments of neglecting the territory. The local 
communities consider the new 5 percent provisions to be another slap in 
the face of Turkana, a barren land, where most of the inhabitants live in 
villages without electricity and running water.

Turkana MP, James Lomenen from the ruling Jubillee Party plans to draft 
an amendment to the bill on Oil Exploration, Development and Production. 
The legislation must be passed before large-scale oil production can begin. 
Meanwhile, the revenue sharing dispute has hampered the tight schedule 
of oil companies, eagerly waiting on the sidelines to gain the go signal.

Nairobi faces 
prospects of prolonged 
water rationing Arms proliferation is a global issue; nevertheless, 

available data shows that of the 640 million Small 
Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) circulating globally, 
over 100 million are in Africa. Even more worrying is that 
of the total weapons available, the majority, or around 
59 percent, were in the hands of civilians. Government 
armed forces accounted for 38 percent of the weapons, 
while the police had 2 percent and around 1 percent 
found its way into the hands of armed groups.

The influx of SALW has major implications for African 
countries, as many have experienced direct, indirect 
and consequential impact of weapons proliferation. 
Thousands of people, both civilians and military, are 
killed or injured by SALW each year on the continent.

Proliferation of SALW among civilians, even if does 
not cause death or injury, is still problematic as it can 
impact the socio-economic development of community, 
country and region. 

It leads to an increase in the rate of criminality, 
endangering civilians, preventing delivery of 
humanitarian and economic aid and contributing to 
rise in the number of refugees or internally displaced 
persons. Similarly, the number of recovered arms 
from robbers; not to mention the lingering militancy, 
terrorism, herdsmen and farmers' conflict and 
kidnapping further expose the magnitude of the influx 
of illegal arms and raises questions about the security 
of lives and property in Africa. 

Governments can do more; they can begin by ensuring 
that arms procured are legally acquired, properly 

accounted for and that legal dealers are tracked to 
ensure that arms do not get into wrong hands. Licensed 
gun-holders should be regularly audited and those 
possessing unregistered arms should be encouraged to 
obtain proper license within specified timeframes.

The government could also make sure the efficiency of 
border patrol units are boosted to stop illegal shipment 
of arms across porous borders, and that land, sea and 
air customs are manned by conscientious and ethically-
minded customs officials. Military units should also 
ensure better monitoring of their arms cache, especially 
in areas fighting insurgencies or in peace-keeping 
operations. Regional and international agreements 
should be signed to ascertain the movement of arms 
and ammunition.

Flow of small arms, light weapons, 
threaten African security

A fight is raging between telecom operators on one 
side, and the Uganda Communications Commissions 

(UCC), the Uganda Police Force, and State House on the 
other, over moves to monitor the US$12 billion (Shs44 
trillion) mobile money business.

At the heart of the tussle is a push by President Yoweri 
Museveni to get full access of the telecom data systems 
through the multi-billion technology called Intelligence 
Network Monitoring System (INMS) that government put 
in place last year.

While Uganda has multiple telecom companies, the 
fight to defend business secrecy appears to have been left 
to the two telecom giants — MTN Uganda, which says it 
controls 55 percent of the telecom market share or about 
11.2 million subscribers, and its main challenger, Airtel 
Uganda.

Although the government acquired INMS to 
monitor telecom data and voice operations, the current 
disagreements appear to stem from the push by 
government departments to pry into mobile money, which 
is the biggest cash cow of the telecoms. Mobile money, 
which has been growing very fast, had a value of US$12 
billion at the end of 2016. That is what the Uganda Police, 
State House, and the Ministry of ICT want to get involved 
in. Since telecoms started operating, they have been doing 
what is called self-declaration to the sector regulator, 
UCC. But with the entry of mobile money, which requires 

financial sector regulation, and the advent of cyber 
security and terrorism which implies roles for security 
agencies, several control wars have erupted.

 The tussle erupted in November of last year when UCC 
directed that telecoms grant the Uganda Police access 
to their Mobile Money operations data. The telecoms 
protested saying that Mobile Money services is regulated 
by Bank of Uganda and as such does not fall with in the 
category of services that should be monitored by UCC 
through the INMS.

President Museveni was directly involved in procuring 
the INMS technology and is keen to have access to all the 
data that the system can monitor, including Mobile Money 
operations and its links to national security issues.

Ugandan mobile money under scrutiny



CROATIA
Following devastating wars that ravaged the Balkans in the late 1990s, Croatia has once again emerged as one of Europe’s 
top tourist destinations. Like much of Europe, Croatia boasts its share of medieval cities and historic ruins, but what makes 
this country exceptional is its wealth of stunning natural attractions such as the Plitvice Lakes, the spectacular Adriatic 

coastlines and gorgeous islands. Here is an overview of the best places to visit in Croatia.
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Zagreb: The capital and largest city of Croatia, Zagreb is a vibrant 
metropolis packed with both historic and modern attractions. 
Located in northwestern Croatia, the city dates back to the 11th 
century when a diocese was first established by Hungarian King 
Ladislaus. Today, Zargreb is a sprawling cosmopolitan city and 
the heart of Croatian culture, academics and government. The 
city is divided into an Upper and Lower Town, with Upper Town 
being the historic core where tourists can walk down cobblestone 
streets and visit old, medieval churches and towers.

Split: Nicknamed the ‘Mediterranean Flower,’ Croatia’s second-
largest city, Split, is located on a peninsula off the Dalmatian 
Coast. The city’s main attraction is its historic core of beautiful 
Gothic and Renaissance architecture of which the Diocletian’s 
Palace is the crown jewel. Built between 298 and 305CE, this 
Roman Emperor palace complex is more like a small city itself 
with a maze of marble walkways and buildings containing 
shops, cafes and bars. Outside the historic center, tourists will 
find plenty to see and do including strolling along the seaside 
promenade, shopping at the lively Green Market and swimming 
at Bacvice beach.

Dubrovnik: Nicknamed the ‘Pearl of the Adriatic,’ the old 
city of Dubrovnik is one of the prominent places to visit in the 

Mediterranean. Located at the southern tip of Croatia, just off 
the Adriatic Sea, Dubrovnik was established in the 7th century on 
maritime trade. With orange rooftop houses sitting in contrast to 
the blue sky, Dubrovnik presents many sightseeing treasures. The 
historic district, the Old Town, is stuffed with many significant 
features such as the old, defensive walls, cobblestone streets, 
magnificent palaces and stunning churches. Just outside the Old 
Town are popular beaches like Banje and Lapad, while the nearby 
island of Lokrum offers even more beaches.

Zadar: A three thousand-year old city situated on a beautiful 
coastline rich in history is sure to draw tourists. Zadar, located 
on Croatia’s northern Dalmatian Coast, is such a city. Zadar could 
be called the ideal tourist getaway because it offers plenty to 
see and do without all the crowds of other popular destinations 
in Croatia. At the heart of the city is its Old Town which offers 
fantastic sightseeing attractions including Roman ruins, medieval 
architecture and numerous old churches. Besides the Old Town, 
tourists will find a string of beautiful beaches all along Zadar’s 
coastline where they can sunbathe, swim and relax.

Pula: Located at the southern tip of the Istria peninsula in the 
Adriatic Sea, Pula is a popular destination that has been attracting 
tourists as far back as ancient Roman times when fans flocked the 
city’s amphitheater to watch gladiator fights. Having been ruled 
by various government powers over the centuries, Pula today 
belongs to Croatia, and is best known for its wealth of Roman 
ruins and mix of cultures.

Rovinj: Located on Croatia’s Istrian peninsula in the Adriatic 
Sea, Rovinj is an archipelago of 20 islands with its Old Town set 
on a small peninsula. Narrow streets of cobblestone, stairways, 
arches and other interesting architecture make the Old Town 
a sightseeing adventure. Some of the Old Town’s historic gems 
include seven medieval city gates, the 12th century town clock 
and St. Euphemia’s Basilica, an imposing baroque church packed 
with many stunning art works. Also worth seeing are the scenic 

harbor, Carrera Street with its many shops and art galleries, and 
Grisia Street, which is lined with artists and souvenir vendors.

Hvar: One of the most popular places to visit in Croatia and in the 
Adriatic Sea, Hvar is a beautiful Croatian island off the Dalmatian 
Coast, favored for its landscapes of spectacular beaches, 
lavender fields and lush vineyards. Hvar’s main city, Hvar Town, 
is an attractive place featuring 13th century walls, marble stone 
streets, Gothic palaces, stunning churches and an imposing old 

fortress. The town square is one of Croatia’s largest and most 
beautiful, surrounded by many historic building like the 17th 
century Arsenal and the Cathedral of St. Stephen. The natural 
beauty of Hvar offers plenty of outdoor recreation, from hiking in 
the cliffs to swimming in the secluded coves and beaches.

Korcula: Best known as the alleged birthplace of the 
famous merchant traveler, Marco Polo, Korcula is a 50 
kilometer island located off Croatia’s Adriatic Coast. Korcula 
is comprised of lush green forests, vineyards, olive groves, 
sandy beaches and charming villages. The island’s main 
town, Korcula Town, is a historic, walled town with Venetian 
Renaissance architecture, colorful markets and plenty of 
tourist facilities.

Medieval cities, 
historic ruins and stunning 

natural attractions
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A combination of unhealthy behaviors among 
children could be the greatest predictors 

of whether or not they will experience obesity 
issues later in adulthood, say researchers at the 
University of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada.

The study found that rather than 
concentrating only on childhood eating habits 
to prevent obesity, public health efforts should 
also identify and correct poor behaviors that are 
often developed in early childhood.

Adolescents with obesity often maintain 
their weight status into adulthood, increasing 
their risk of developing cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes, and high blood pressure. 
The researchers recommended that health 
practitioners should be targeting clusters of 
risky behaviors using a comprehensive and 
multi-pronged approach.

Research shows that while calorie intake has 
not dramatically changed over time, habits such 
as lack of exercise, smoking, drug and alcohol 

use have increased.  It is increasingly important 
to target these risky behaviors together, and 
early, before they become habits, said the 
researchers.

The study involved Ontario students in 
grades nine and ten, ranging from 13 to 17 years 
of age and participating in the COMPASS Study 
— a nine-year study started in 2012 and funded 

by the Canadian Institute for Health Research.
Students reported risky behaviors at the 

beginning of the study, and their heights and 
weights were tracked for two additional years. 
Based on their reported behaviors, the teens were 
classified as Typical High School Athletes, Inactive 
High Screen-Users (‘Screenagers’), Moderately 
Active Substance Users, or Health Conscious. The 
researchers found that although the four groups 
saw similar increases to their weight status over 
the years that they were followed, students in 
the Health Conscious group had the healthiest 
body weight at start of the study. Intervening 
and modifying unhealthy behaviors earlier in 
childhood might have a greater impact than 
during adolescence. Health promotion strategies 
targeting higher risk youth as they enter secondary 
school might be the best way to prevent or delay 
the onset of obesity, and might have better public 
health outcomes over the longer term, said the 
team behind the study.

Obesity could be linked to early childhood behavior

Urine test reveals 
how body has aged

As people get older a substance indicating oxidative damage 
increases in their urine, and this new marker can be easily 

measured from urine samples, say researchers behind the 
discovery. 

Besides providing a potential method to measure how 
much the body has aged, the new marker, which measures our 
biological rather than chronological age, could help predict risks 
of developing age-related diseases and even the likely time-
frame for our death. While everyone born in the same year has 
the same chronological age, the bodies of different people age 
at different rates. This means that, although the risk of many 
diseases increases with age, the link between our age in years and 
our health and lifespan is relatively loose. Many people enjoy long 
lives, relatively free of disease, while others suffer chronic illness 
and premature death.

Some researchers consider normal aging to be a disease, where 
our cells accumulate damage over time. The rate of this cellular 
damage can vary from person to person, and may be dictated by 
genetics, lifestyle and the environment we live in. This cellular 
damage may be a more accurate indication of our biological age 
than the number of years since we were born.

Finding a way to measure biological age could help to predict 
the risk of developing age-related disease and even death. We 
also need to be able to measure biological age to know whether 
future treatments to slow aging are effective.

One mechanism thought to underlie biological aging involves 
oxygen, a molecule vital to our survival. In the free-radical 
theory of aging, oxygen by-products produced during normal 
metabolism can cause oxidative damage to biomolecules in 
cells, such as DNA and RNA. As we age, we suffer increasing 
oxidative damage, and so the levels of oxidative markers increase 
in our body. One such marker, with the catchy shortened name 
of 8-oxoGsn, results from oxidation of a crucial molecule in our 
cells called RNA. In previous studies in animals, researchers 
have found that 8-oxoGsn levels increase in urine with age. To 
see if this is true for humans as well, the researchers measured 
8-oxoGsn in urine samples from 1,228 people aged 2-90 years old, 
using a rapid analysis technique called ultra-high-performance 
liquid chromatography.

The research team found an age-dependent increase in urinary 
8-oxoGsn in participants 21 years old and older, showing urinary 
8-oxoGsn as a promising new marker of aging.

Interestingly, levels of 8-oxoGsn were roughly the same 
between men and women, except in post-menopausal women, 
who showed higher levels. This may have been caused by the 
decrease in estrogen levels that happens during menopause, as 
estrogen is known to have anti-oxidant effects.

Urinary 8-oxoGsn may reflect the real condition of our bodies 
better than our chronological age, and may help us to predict the 
risk of age-related diseases," concluded the researchers.

A new approach tested by researchers 
at the University of Iowa shows 

that de-identified data from a ‘smart 
thermometer’ connected to a mobile 
phone app can track flu activity in real time 
at both population and individual levels 
and the data can be used to significantly 
improve flu forecasting. 

Researchers found that the smart 
thermometer data are highly correlated 
with information obtained from 
traditional public health surveillance 
systems and can be used to improve 
forecasting of influenza-like illness 
activity, possibly giving warnings of 
changes in disease activity weeks in 
advance.

Using simple forecasting models, the 
research team showed that thermometer 
data could be effectively used to predict 

influenza levels up to two to three weeks 
into the future. Given that traditional 
surveillance systems provide data with a 
lag time of one to two weeks, this means 
that estimates of future flu activity may 
actually be improved up to four or five 
weeks earlier.

Analyzing de-identified data 
from commercially available ‘smart 
thermometers’ and their accompanying 
mobile app, the researchers recorded 
users' temperature measurement over a 
28-month study period, from September 
2015 to December 2017 and included over 
8 million temperature readings generated 
by nearly 450,000 unique devices. The 
smart thermometers encrypted device 
identities to protect user privacy and 
also gave users the option of providing 
information on age or sex. Readings were 

reported from all 50 states in the United 
States and were aggregated to provide 
region and age-group specific flu activity 
estimates. Researchers then compared 
the data from the smart thermometers 
to influenza-like illness (ILI) activity data 
gathered by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) from 
health care providers across the country. 
They found that the de-identified smart 
thermometer data was highly correlated 
with ILI activity at national and regional 
levels and for different age groups.

Current forecasts rely on this CDC data, 
but even at its fastest, the information 
is almost two weeks behind real-time 
flu activity. The new study showed 
that adding thermometer data, which 
captures clinically relevant symptoms 
(temperature) likely even before a 
person goes to the doctor, to simple 
forecasting models, improved predictions 
of flu activity. This approach accurately 
predicted influenza activity at least three 
weeks in advance.

Information of influenza activity 
received in advance can help alert health 
care professionals, coordinate response 
efforts, and anticipate clinic and hospital 
staffing needs and increases in visits 
associated with high levels of influenza 
activity. Knowing that flu activity is about 
to increase in a community may also 
prompt individuals to get a flu shot, stay 
home from work when they get sick, and 
seek medical help if their illness worsens.

Smart thermometer to improve flu forecasting

Scientists at Virginia Tech in the US 
are finding that there could be some 

truth to your grandmother's insistence 
that bugs prefer to bite you because you 
are 'sweeter'.

The study reveals that mosquitoes 
can rapidly learn and remember the 
smells of hosts and then use this 
information, incorporating it with 
other stimuli, to develop preferences 
for particular individuals within select 
vertebrate hosts.

However, the study also proved that 
even if an individual is deemed delicious-
smelling, a mosquito's preference can 
shift if that person's smell is associated 
with an unpleasant sensation. Hosts 
who swat or swipe at mosquitoes or 
perform other defensive behaviors may 
be abandoned, no matter how sweet.

Researchers demonstrated that 
mosquitoes exhibit a trait known as 
aversive learning by training female 

Aedes aegypti mosquitoes to associate 
odors, including human body odors, 
with unpleasant shocks and vibrations. 
Twenty-four hours later, the same 
mosquitoes were assessed in a Y-shaped 
olfactometer, in which they had to fly 
upwind and choose between the once- 
human body odor associated with 
unpleasant sensation in one arm of the 
Y-shape and a control odor in the other 
arm. The mosquitoes avoided the human 

body odor, suggesting that they had been 
successfully trained.

Unfortunately, there is no way of 
knowing exactly what attracts a mosquito 
to a particular human as individuals are 
made up of unique molecular cocktails 
that include combinations of more than 
400 chemicals. However, the study 
shows that mosquitoes are able to learn 
odors emitted by their host and avoid 
those that were more defensive.

"Understanding these mechanisms 
of mosquito learning and preferences 
may provide new tools for mosquito 
control," said one member of the study 
team. "For example, we could target 
mosquitoes' ability to learn and either 
impair it or exploit it to our advantage." 
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes are vectors 
for Zika fever, dengue fever, chikungunya, 
and yellow fever viruses, and can be 
found in tropical and subtropical regions 
throughout the world. 

Mosquitoes remember human smells, but also swipes
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Mobile spam calls have been a nuisance for years, but 
over the last few months, there seems to have been a 

surge of them. Every waking day brings with it a new barrage 
of such calls with automated services allowing spammers to 
make countless such calls with ease. 

Let us look at some of the different kinds of annoying and 
unwanted calls. First there are the Robocalls, automated, pre-
recorded phone messages that are annoying and have become 
frequent of late. In addition there are many unsolicited spam 
callers who try to sell you everything from snake oil to resort-
island property. Finally, there are the 
fraudsters, who often pretend to be 
someone they are not with malicious 
intent.

If you are as sick of these calls, 
as we are, here are a few options for 
fighting back.

Option 1: Block individual 
numbers one by one

This is probably a hopeless 
endeavor if you are aiming to 
completely eradicate Rbocalls, but 
if there is a particular number that 
keeps calling, it is fairly easy to block 
it forever from your iPhone or Android 
phone, provided your mobile service provider or mobile brand 
has the feature. Several Samsung and all Google branded 
phones automatically identify and deny spam callers access to 
your number.

On Android, the process is to go to the ‘Recent’ section of 
the Phone app, long press on the bothersome number, and 
choose block. On some Android phones, you will also be given 
the option of reporting the number as spam.

On iOS, just go to the Phone app, then your ‘Recent’, and 
tap the blue information icon to the right of the number you 
want to block.

Option 2: Protect yourself with third-party apps
There are a number of services such as Nomorobo, 

RoboKiller, Hiya, and others designed to prevent robocalls 
from ever ringing your phone. Most of them require a monthly 
(or annual) subscription. At their core, these services rely on 

a constantly updating list of robocallers, spammers, and 
fraudsters and use that database to stop nuisance calls. When 
a call comes in, the service runs it against their huge list of scam 
numbers. If it finds a match, the incoming call gets shut down 
before it reaches you. All of them allow you to maintain your 
own personal blacklist of numbers that might be bothering 
you and whitelist those you want getting through. 

Option 3: Use do not disturb to only allow calls from your 
contacts

On both Android and iOS, you can set each operating 
system’s Do Not Disturb mode to allow 

phone calls from only those people 
and businesses in your contacts list. 
This is a pretty drastic, sledgehammer 
solution to the problem of robocalls, 
and you are almost certainly going to 
miss calls that you would have liked 
to have answered. But those calls will 
go through to voicemail, and then you 
can add that number to your contacts 
for the future. 

Option 4: Complain to your 
mobile service provider

When all else fails and you are 
consumed by despair and anger over 

the never-ending interruptions, you can always report callers 
to your local mobile service provider, and hope they will take 
action against the offending caller. But this would not be of any 
help if the offending caller is your own mobile service provider. 

Option 5: Route the call to the voicemail
Tempting as might be to swear up and down at a robocaller 

or scammer, or your own mobile service provider, your best 
course of action is to leave them unsure as to whether they 
connected with an actual person. Do not say anything. Do 
not push buttons — even if the robotic voice says doing so will 
prevent further calls. Either just let it go through to voicemail 
or hang up if you mistakenly picked up the call.

To send a number permanently into voicemail in Android, 
add the number to your contact list and then click on edit 
(pencil icon). In edit mode, click on the three dots on top right 
of the screen and select the ‘All Calls to Voicemail’ box. 

The Australian government is 
considering a bill that would make 

it illegal for ISPs to falsely advertise 
high internet speeds by quoting the 
theoretical speeds rather than the 
actual speeds that users can obtain. 
Under the proposed legislation, lying 
about internet speeds would become 
a fineable offense that could cost ISPs 
that violate the law up to AUD$1 million.

Andrew Wilkie, a Member of 
Parliament who introduced the bill 
this week, said, “People are getting 
worse than dial-up speed when 
they’ve been promised a whizz-bang, 
super-fast connection.” He described 
one person complaining to him that 
they were charged for a 25 Mbps 
download speed and a 5 Mbps upload 
speed, but they were getting less than 
one-tenth of that. The proposed law 
would order ISPs to become more 
transparent about internet speeds and 

list typical speeds experienced by the 
average user, periods when internet 
traffic tended to be high, and any other 
factors that could affect service.

Last November, the United 
Kingdom also added more advertising 
regulation, forcing broadband 
providers to list average speeds 
instead of top speeds.

The problem remains in the 
US, where consumers routinely 
experience falsely advertised internet 
speeds. Last February, New York state 
attorney general Eric Schneiderman 
sued service provider Spectrum for 
misleading customers by advertising 
speeds that it allegedly knew it was 
unable to provide. The lawsuit is still 
ongoing as the case proceeds to trial; 
this month, the New York Supreme 
Court rejected Spectrum’s motion 
to dismiss the suit. Are providers in 
Kuwait listening?

Stop annoying spam calls on your mobile
Australia to ban ISPs from 

listing theoretical internet speeds

Google is officially rolling out Lens — the 
company’s visual search engine that can 

recognize what is in your images and can scan 
business cards — to all Android phones that 
have Google Photos app installed. 

Users of the app will now be able to scan 
things with their mobile and receive more 
information about the image, as well as create 
a contact from a business card or identify 
a landmark. Certain phones will eventually 
be able to access Lens through the Google 
Assistant, too, including flagships from 
Samsung, Huawei, LG, Motorola, Sony, and 
HMD / Nokia. Google says Lens is rolling out 
in batches, so you might have to wait until it 
comes to the turn of your mobile.

Google had announced the widespread 

launch of Lens at the Mobile World Congress 
in Barcelona last week. While all Android 
phones with Google Photos installed will 
be able to run Lens, it is not clear when this 
feature would be added to iOS devices. Google 
says Lens is designed to make sense of the 
visual world, but eventually the app could 
develop into identifying and annotating all 
objects easily, which sounds kind of dystopian.

Google Lens comes to all Android phones

Microsoft is rolling out an updated version 
of Skype for Android that is optimized 

for devices running older versions of the OS and 
which provides better audio and video quality 
for lower-end devices.

The new update will optimize the app for 
Android devices running versions 4.0.3 to 5.1. 

Microsoft says that this version “is lighter on 
both disk and memory consumption,” and it 
will provide better audio and video for those 
devices, in addition to better performance when 
the connection is not very strong. The update 
is expected to be rolled out worldwide in the 
coming weeks.

The approach looks a bit like what Google is 
doing with Android Go, a stripped-down version 
of Android that does not require as much 
processing power, RAM, or storage. Android 
Go phones are designed to work in areas with 
limited internet connectivity, and they come 
with apps that operate on such limited specs.

Facebook, Twitter and others have lighter 
version that uses less data. The emphasis on apps 
and sites that require less data and performance 
power is useful around the world, especially in 
places where the latest models of phones either 
are not available or affordable.

Microsoft optimizes Skype 
for low-end Android phones
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No international institution has done as 
much for children’s schooling on the 

ground for as long as the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA). And yet, no international 
organization has suffered an overnight funding 
cut as devastating as the one UNRWA now 
faces, after 70 years of serving the displaced and 
the desolate.

Today, some 60 percent of elementary- and 
middle-school children in Gaza attend UNRWA 
schools, their only schooling alternative being 
madrasas. Since Palestinian refugees do not 
enjoy legal protections or access to basic services 
under the Refugee Convention of 1951, those 
living elsewhere also rely on UNRWA schools. 
More than half of the 525,000 Palestinian 
refugees UNRWA supports live in Lebanon, 
Syria, and Jordan.

Yet the United States has now decided to 
withhold more than half of its planned funding 
for UNRWA — $65 million of $125 million, which 
is already far less than the $364 million delivered 
last year. The move will deal a powerful blow to 
efforts to confront the education emergency 
the world currently faces.

Already, there are some 75 million children 
in conflict and emergency zones who have had 
their education disrupted. Another 30 million 
children — ten million of whom are refugees — 
have been displaced, with most of them denied 
education. Add to that the 260 million school-
age children who are not in school for other 
reasons, and the scale of the problem is massive. 
Cutting UNRWA’s funding deepens this global 
education crisis.

And it is not just education that is at stake. 
When it was established in 1949, UNRWA offered 
a range of additional services, from food to health 
care, to some 750,000 Palestinians who had been 
expelled from their homes and lands when Israel 
was established the previous year. Over the last 
seven decades, the agency has helped more than 

five million people, by running schools, staffing 
clinics, leading sanitation efforts, and providing 
shelter for men, women, and children scattered 
across Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, the occupied West 
Bank, and the Gaza Strip.

Even today, while schools account for more 
than half of UNRWA’s program budget, the 
agency provides other important services for 
children and families, including humanitarian 
assistance and health care, which accounts for 
17 percent of its total budget. In 2016, its clinics 
had nine million patient visits.

Thus, emergency assistance for 1.5 million 
Palestinians in Gaza and Syria is also at risk, 
as a result of the funding cut. So, too, are the 
livelihoods of 60,000 Palestinians currently 
participating in UNRWA’s ‘Cash for Work’ 
program in the West Bank.

Those who receive loans through the agency’s 
microfinance department, which supports 
small local businesses, will also suffer, as will 
the Palestinian refugees who comprise more 
than 95 percent of UNRWA’s roughly 30,000 
employees, many of whom work to the limits of 
their endurance. No one should take for granted 
the sacrifice UNRWA staff make. In Syria, for 
example, 20 employees have lost their lives, and 
some 25 others have gone (and remain) missing 
since the beginning of the war in 2011.

UNRWA now faces the gravest financial crisis 
in its 70-year history, with a potential deficit 
this year as high as $446 million. While the 
agency receives contributions from more than 
100 donors, 80 percent of UNRWA’s funding — 
a total income of nearly $1.25 billion in 2016 — 
comes from just ten donors, with the US having 
long been the largest contributor. The European 
Union is the second largest, contributing $143 
million, and Germany, Sweden, and the United 
Kingdom are next, each contributing more than 
$60 million. But it would be difficult for these 
countries to fill the multi-million-dollar gap 
that the US cut creates.

Allowing up to a half-million schoolchildren 
to be relegated to the streets would mean 
creating a lost generation of children and 
exacerbating instability in the region. After 
all, beyond providing knowledge, UNRWA 
schools encourage civic engagement among 
young people, while helping to prevent child 
marriage, child labor, and child trafficking. More 
fundamentally, they give children hope.

Hope dies when boats capsize at sea, when 
families freeze to death on hazardous mountain 
journeys into exile, or when food convoys fail to 
make it to beleaguered towns and villages. But 
hope also dies when children find school gates 

locked, denying them the chance they deserve 
to plan and prepare for a future.

Worst hit, both financially and in terms 
of service provision, would be the refugee 
community in Gaza, where the agency provides 
aid to nearly 75 percent of the population 
and accounts for one-sixth of gross domestic 
expenditure. But in Syria, too, a half-million 
Palestinian refugees will lose some of the help 
on which they relied.

To be sure, some countries have already 
stepped up to the plate. Denmark, Finland, 
Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and the UK have all agreed to front-load their 
annual contributions. Several other countries 
are considering doing the same. And, in order 
to maintain quality education for Palestinian 
refugees, the Education Cannot Wait fund, 

established in 2016 to help children displaced in 
emergencies, will seek to deepen its cooperation 
with UNRWA. Yet measures like frontloading 
can take us only so far. If UNRWA does not 
receive additional bridge funding, it will run out 
of money in the next few months.

Pierre Krähenbühl, UNRWA’s commissioner-
general, is determined to continue UNRWA’s 
life-saving work. Under the banner ‘Dignity is 
Priceless’, he is now asking all with the means to 
provide the additional funding. One hopes that 
his call will be heeded at this month’s planned 
ministerial roundtable in Rome, with countries 
advancing next year’s contributions, as we await 
a change of heart by the US. Failure to bridge the 
funding gap would have serious consequences 
not just for the Palestinian children who depend 
on UNRWA, but also for peace and stability in 
the region.

Gordon Brown    
Former Prime Minister and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer of the United Kingdom, is United 
Nations Special Envoy for Global Education 
and Chair of the International Commission 
on Financing Global Education Opportunity. 
He chairs the Advisory Board of the Catalyst 
Foundation. 

America shuts 

the schoolhouse door
on refugees 

The United States administration led by 
President Donald Trump has decided 

to withhold more than half of its planned 
funding of $125 million for the year 2018. 
The US Department of State announced in 
mid-January, that the “funds were in freeze 
for future consideration” and contingent on 
major changes at the UNRWA. 

The cuts came following a series of 
messages that the US President made on his 
Twitter account in early January: "... We pay 
the Palestinians HUNDRED OF MILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS a year and get no appreciation 

or respect.
"... With the Palestinians no longer willing 

to talk peace, why should we make any of 
these massive future payments to them?"

In 2015, the year for which the latest 
figures are available at UNRWA, the top 
ten contributors to the agency’s fund 
together accounted for 87 percent of the 
total US$1,121,511,794 that was pledged by 52 
governments and the European Union. With a 
pledge of over $380 million, the United States 
contribution was over a third of the total 
pledges made in 2015. 

US slashes UNRWA funding

 While schools account for more than 
half of UNRWA’s program budget, 

the agency provides other important 
services for children and families, 

including humanitarian assistance and 
health care. In 2016, its clinics had nine 

million patient visits.




