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Kuwait continues to hold 
“extremely large” government 

and external net asset positions that 
allow the authorities to gradually 
implement reforms, said rating 

agency Standard and Poor’s (S&P 
Global) in its latest assessment of 
the country’s economic and financial 
wellbeing.

Significant stock of financial 
assets means that public and 
external balance sheets of Kuwait 

will remain strong over the next 
two years and provides for a stable 
economic outlook, said the agency 
while affirming the country’s AA/
A-1+ ranking for long and short-
term foreign and local currency 
sovereign credit.

“We expect these strengths 
to offset risks related to volatile 
oil prices, Kuwait’s undiversified 
economy, and rising geopolitical 
tensions in the region,” the agency 
said in its appraisal. It also cautioned 
that it would lower ratings if it found 

a lower assessment of monetary 
flexibility in Kuwait, or if the 
country’s domestic political stability 
deteriorated, or if geopolitical risks 
were to significantly escalate.

The agency pointed out that its 
ratings were constrained by the 
concentrated nature of the country’s 
economy and regional geopolitical 
tensions. Kuwait derives around 55 
percent of GDP, more than 90 percent 
of exports, and about 90 percent 
of fiscal receipts from hydrocarbon 
products. Given this high reliance on 
oil sector, S&P view Kuwait’s economy 
as undiversified.

While expressing skepticism 
about the potential for immediate 
economic reforms in the country, 
the agency added that it would 
raise the ratings if political reforms 
enhanced institutional effectiveness 
and improved long-term economic 
diversification.

High levels of accumulated fiscal 
and external buffers lend support to 
the healthy assessment on Kuwait, said 
S&P. Clarifying this, the agency added 
that though the sharp fall in oil prices 
since 2014 caused some deterioration 
in Kuwait’s income levels, 
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Global automotive corporation 
Daimler AG, owner of the 

world-class Mercedes-Benz luxury 
marque, has ended its 64-year 
relationship with its Kuwaiti partner 
Abdul Rahman Albisher & Zaid 
Alkazemi Company. 

In an official statement confirming 
the end of the distributorship, Diamler 

AG said: “Daimler is now in the 
process of selecting a new distributor 
for Mercedes-Benz in Kuwait.

An internal-document circulated 
in mid-June among management 
staff at Albisher & Alkazemi had 
disclosed that Diamler AG would 
be terminating its six-decade old 
distributorship with the company 
by the end of 2018. 

Continued on Page 8
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Diamler to decide on 
new distributor in Kuwait

Eid Al-Adha holiday to be 
held from 19 to 23 August

The Eid Al-Adha holiday will 
begin on 19 and end on 23 

August, it was announced by the 
Kuwait's Cabinet. The council noted 
that the work in ministries and 
government institutes would halt 
for that entire period.
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Drowning is a global epidemic. It may not 
fit within the traditional definition of 

an epidemic, but it warrants such a label. The 
World Health Organization (WHO) published a 
standalone report in 2014 outlining the dangers 
of this phenomenon — particularly as a leading 
cause of death for children. According to the 
report, drowning claims 372,000 lives per year 
with the majority of them being children. A key 
limitation behind these deaths is the lack of 
public understanding on the seriousness and 
frequency of this issue. This is partly due to the 
fact that data collection remains sparse and as 
such, contextualizing the urgency of this issue is 
quite difficult.

Locally, drowning has taken the lives of so 
many young children in Kuwait, and while no 
official statistics are available, several medical 
professionals and child’s-rights activists work 
to educate the public about this issue. Kuwait 
Child’s Rights Society (KCRS) is a non-profit 
organization under Kuwait Medical Association 
that promotes the rights of children to have a 
healthy development and a safe environment.

According to KCRS, home safety is extremely 
important when you have young children. During 
summer, many parents do not realize that 
children may accidentally drown in swimming 
pools. KCRS vice-president Dr. Hind Almazeedi 
offered some tips for parents about pool safety 
based on recommendations from the American 
Academy of Pediatrics:

1) Children who are swimming should always be 
supervised by an adult at all times. Make sure 
the adult is not distracted by their mobile 
phone or laptop.

2) Swimming pools must have surrounding 
protective fences with a gate that automatically 
locks. Fence must be at least 4 feet high and 

gaps must be less than 4 inches. Latch of the 
gate must be at least 54 inches high.

3) Teach children not to run near pools.
4) Make sure there are no toys near the pool when 

it is not being used so that children do not play 
next to the pool.

5) Always check a swimming pool’s depth yourself 
before children swim.

6) Use a pool alarm if possible.

Dr. Hanan Al Razzuqi, the President of KCRS 
and an Emergency Medicine Physician working 
for the Ministry of Health of Kuwait stated the 
following: “Due to the Kuwaiti environment 
being so hot and children’s outdoor activities 
being so limited, most of their activities are either 
indoor or involve water outdoors. Children start 
swimming at a very young age and are involved in 
various water activities. I have seen several cases 
of drowning at work. Unfortunately, some of 
them were extremely devastating and these are 
the ones that could have been easily preventable. 

I cannot state any data on prevalence as we 
do not have a trauma registry yet, but this is 
something we are working on. In some of the 
cases I have seen, the child survives but there was 
one where he survived but ended up with brain 
damage due to prolonged hypoxia. One of the 
most memorable cases that I remember was of a 
young 7-year-old boy who was out with his family 
on a fishing trip, and he fell overboard. His family 
immediately noticed and went back to get him. 
But it was a windy day and it took them around 

5 minutes to find him. The child wasn’t wearing 
a life jacket but according to his father, he knew 
how to swim. The waves were too strong for him 
and he ended up drowning. He was found by his 
father and immediately brought to the hospital. 
When he arrived to the Emergency Department, 
he was pulseless; we tried to resuscitate him 
but were unsuccessful.  Breaking the news to his 
anxious family was one of the most difficult things 
I had to do. From a fun filled day to a tragic ending. 
Something that could have easily been prevented 
caused this family so much pain. I met the mother 
a few years later, and according to her, the death 
of her son has affected her family dynamics and 
she had to go through extensive therapy to be 
able to live a “semi-normal” life. All her children 
are now too afraid to go anywhere near the water, 
and her husband ended up quitting his job to seek 
treatment as he felt very guilty for losing his son. 

In my opinion, more awareness campaigns 
regarding the issue would prevent such tragic 
accidents especially closer to the summer time. 
They would include ways to stay safe around water 
(using life jackets etc.), importance of trained life 
guards in all public swimming pools, methods to 
keep home pools safe for toddlers and children. 
According to the WHO, campaigns regarding 
children should now be targeted towards them 
rather than the parents as they have been shown 
to be the most effective. Drowning is one of the 
leading causes of death in children and spreading 
awareness on the issue should be as important 
as spreading awareness on the importance of 
vaccinations.”

No child’s life should be lost over a cause that 
could have been prevented, we urge all readers 
to be mindful of their children’s behavior and 
activities around pools or the beach. There is no 
such thing as being too cautious when it comes to 
protecting the lives of our children. 

To learn more about Kuwait Child’s Rights 
Society, please visit 

@kcrsgroup on Instagram and Twitter.

Drowning a major cause of death among children

The Embassy of Guyana in collaboration 
with National Council for Culture, Arts 

and Letters (NCCAL) organized a concert titled 
‘Caribbean Musical Safari’ that showcased visiting 
performing-artist Michael George, of the ‘One 
Man Steel Band’.

The concert, which was part of NCCAL’s 
13th Summer Cultural Festival, was held at 
Abdulhussain Abdulridha Theater on 4 August. 
The Ambassador of Guyana to Kuwait Professor Dr. 

Shamir Ally welcomed the gathering that included 
members of the diplomatic corps, Kuwait officials 
and members of the local and expat communities 
in Kuwait. 

Michael George, a Trinidad native who lives 
in the United States, gave his energetic and 
inimitable versatile solo performance on the 
steelpan, an instrument shaped like steel drums. 
The steelpan, which produces exhilarating musical 
tones that replicate the sounds of an entire band. 

often forms the main percussion instruments in 
annual carnival festivities of Trinidad & Tobago, 
the Caribbean island nation with its distinctive 
traditions.

During the evening’s entertainment, Michael 
performed a variety of popular songs, while 
sharing interesting facts about the nature and 
beauty of the Caribbean.  Among the songs 
rendered by the artist were, ‘Under the Sea’ from 
Disney’s The Little Mermaid, ‘Island in the Sun’ by 

Harry Belafonte, The Lion Sleeps Tonight by The 
Tokens, ‘Lean on Me’ by Bill Withers and ‘What a 
Wonderful World’ by Louis Armstrong. 

In his address to the gathering, the Guyanese 
Ambassador expressed his thanks to all persons 
involved in making the enchanting special night 
come to life.

A solemn two-minute silence was held on the 
occasion in honor of the martyrs of the 2 August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait.

Enchanting musical performance from the One Man Steel Band



3
The Times Kuwait         12 - 18 August, 2018
www.timeskuwait.com

Director of Labor Relations at Public 
Authority for Manpower (PAM) Abdullah 

Al-Marri revealed that the department has, since 
the beginning of 2018, received about 12,800 
absconding reports that were filed by employers 
against the workers registered in their files.

He explained that 244 expatriate workers 
canceled their residencies in Kuwait and 
returned to their home country since the 
beginning of 2018 after they lodged complaints 

with the department.
About 4,315 individual labor complaints 

have been referred to the court since the 
beginning of this year, as it was difficult for 
the Labor Relations Department to settle 
them. Al-Marri insisted that the cancelation of 
residencies is the responsibility of Ministry of 
Interior and not PAM.

He disclosed that complaints can be lodged 
either via the Labor Relations Department or 

through the website of PAM using the username 
given to the concerned worker by PAM when he 
recorded his phone number with the authority.

Al-Marri explained that the complaints 
lodged by workers are of two types. The first 
type concerns work permits. Complaints in this 
regard have to be studied to decide if the work 
permit can be transferred or cancelled.

The second type concerns individual 
complaints such as the financial rights of the 

workers or if their passports are held by their 
employers. The time period for the department 
to settle a complaint is two weeks.

If the departments fails to do so within 
this period, the complaint is referred to the 
court. Al-Marri affirmed that the involved 
parties in a dispute have the right to appeal 
the decision taken by the relevant sections 
affiliated to the Labor Relations Department 
within a few weeks.

Absconding cases filed by employers reach 12,800 in 2018

Around 24 Kuwaiti 
students with disabilities 

successfully completed a 
month-long retail Internship 
program, as part of an ongoing 
collaboration between retail 
franchise operator M.H. 
Alshaya Co. and Kuwait’s 

Society for the Guardians of 
the Disabled (KSGD).  The 
program concluded with an 
award ceremony conducted 
at the IHOP Restaurant at 
The Avenues to celebrate the 
interns’ accomplishments 
during their work experience.

With the partnership now 
in its ninth year, the internships 
help students with disabilities 
familiarise themselves with 
the work environment, as they 
work part-time and receive 
supervised retail training 
at branches of Starbucks, 
Debenhams and Mothercare, 
for a period of four weeks.

During the ceremony, 
certificates were presented 
by KSGD’s guest of honour 
H.E AbdulLahad Mbaki, the 
Dean of Diplomatic Corps 
and Ambassador of Senegal 
to Kuwait; the Honorary 
Chairperson of the Kuwait 
Sport Club for the Physically 
Disabled, Sheikha Sheikha Al-
Sabah; KSGD Chairwoman, 
Rehab Borsili, in addition to 
representatives from Alshaya.

Alshaya congratulates students on 
completion of summer internship program

Association of Muslim 
Professionals (AMP) in 

association with Universal 
Institute conducted a ‘CV 
writing and Interview Skills 
Workshop’ on 4 August, at the 
Universal Institute in Salmiya. 
It was attended by members 
of AMP from different fields 
of work, fresh graduates and 
seasoned professionals. 

Fareeha Mazhar (Business 
Associate of Universal Institute) 
shared a presentation on the 
different training programs 
and courses that are being 
successfully run by the institute 
for more than 10 years.

The event was presented 
by Mohammed Sami (SHRM 
USA and CIPD UK), a great 
and inspiring certified trainer 
of Universal Institute. During 
the interactive session, 
the attendees shared their 
experiences of getting 

interviewed and learned how 
different situations at the time 
of interview should be handled 
to ensure a successful interview. 
The audience benefited from 
the training skills, expertise 
and experiences shared by 
the trainer. At the end, AMP 
presented participation 
certificates to all the attendees 
and momentos of appreciation 
to Universal Institute. 

After the success of this 
session, AMP would like to 

organize more of these sessions 
on a regular basis to ensure 
that most members of the 
community benefit from this.

AMP in a pursuit to serve 
the Indian community has 
been doing similar events in 
the past; conducting SDL’s 
(Skill Development Lectures) 
across various skill areas.. i.e, 
Microsoft office, Financial 
Tools, Career Counselling and a 
mega event (Job fair) which was 
conducted in May 2018. 

AMP and Universal Institute organizes 
CV writing and interview skills workshop

Pakistan Business Center (PBC) Managing 
Director Hafiz Muhammad Shabbir hosted 

a dinner at Crowne Plaza Hotel in honour of 
Michael George, a visiting musician from USA, 
who recently headlined a show in Kuwait. 

The dinner reception was attended by 
Ambassador of Guyana to Kuwait H.E. Dr 
Shamir Ally and his wife, Maryann Beebe-Ally 
alongside ambassadors from Pakistan, South 
Korea, Kenya and Venezuela. Also in attendance 

were Qatar Airways Country Manager and 
other invited guests.

Michael George, also known as the one 
man band, wowed the audiences with his skill 
on the Steel Pan drums. During the show, he 
won hearts with his creative and emotionally 
charged performance of beloved songs. 
Felicitation speeches were delivered by the 
diplomats, who also thanked the hosts for the 
wonderful evening. 

PBC hosts dinner in honor
 of Michael George
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Kuwait’s Central Bank has 
denied media reports that 

the total bad debts for expatriates 
in Kuwait during the past four years 
reached $1.8 billion, saying that the 
figures are “altogether incorrect.”

The figures stem from a report 
released by a local newspaper last 
month which cited sources that 
reported a large proportion of the 
debts belonged to foreigners who 
were laid off by the government, 
with 85 percent owed to local 
banks and 15 percent to financial 
facilities companies.

A statement from the Central 
Bank of Kuwait, however, said the 
banking authority “assures that 
all the figures contained in that 
report are altogether incorrect, 
whether at the level of numbers 

or debt classification.” The 
statement added that the bank 
has not published any related data 
except what is published in its 

quarterly statistics, and pointed 
to a 1.4 percent improvement in 
non-performing loan rations as 
proof of the “financial soundness 

and strength of the Kuwaiti 
banking sector.”

“Furthermore, the data 
published by the Central Bank of 
Kuwait in this regard do not relate 
to the bad debts owed to banks or 
financial companies by a specific 
category of customers,” the 
statement added. 

“Therefore, the Central 
Bank of Kuwait underlines the 
importance of referring to its 
official reports and periodicals for 
the correct financial and economic 
information.”

The bank also urged Kuwait’s 
media outlets to “exercise caution”, 
noting that false and misleading 
information “may adversely 
affect the financial and economic 
conditions of the country.”

Bahrain-based Investcorp has announced 
that its Gulf Opportunity Fund 1 (GOF1) 

has completed the sale of its remaining 15.65 
percent stake in Gulf Cryo Holding Company to 
other shareholders of the Company.

Established in 1953 in Kuwait, Gulf Cryo is a 
manufacturer, distributor and service provider 
of industrial gases operating in the MENA and 
Turkey region.

The company manufactures industrial, 
medical and specialty gases which are delivered 
by pipeline, in bulk or in cylinders to a wide 
range of industries and applications.

Investcorp did not give a value to the stake 
sale but it is Investcorp GOF1’s third exit in the 
GCC region following the sale of UAE-based 
Redington Gulf in 2012 and the Tadawul listing 
of Saudi-based L’azurde in 2016.

Tristan de Boysson, co-head of Corporate 
Investment for MENA at Investcorp, said: “The 
sale of Gulf Cryo marks an important addition 
to Investcorp’s successful exits in the region. 

We are very proud to have worked alongside our 
equity partners, namely the Al Huneidi family 
as the founder and majority shareholder.”

Amer Al Huneidi, Gulf Cryo’s chairman, 
added: “Our partnership with Investcorp 
started in 2009 as we were looking for a value-

added partner to help Gulf Cryo achieve its 
full potential. “We look forward to continuing 
this momentum, benefitting from a larger 
geographic footprint, and a superior asset base 
to embark on the new opportunities that lie 
ahead.”

Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister 
for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh revealed 

that the rate of Kuwaitis for positions related to 
politics, law and Islamic affairs during the five 
years after the issuance of the Kuwaitization 
decision by Civil Service Commission (CSC) has 
been determined as 88 percent.

Minister Al-Saleh said determining this 
rate required determining the total number 
of Kuwaiti employees in this set of jobs and 
comparing them to the number of expatriate 
employees who occupied these positions during 
the period prior to the issuance of the decision.

In response to a question submitted by 
MP Ahmad Al-Fadhel, the minister affirmed 
that the determination of 88 percent as the 
rate of Kuwaiti employees for law-related jobs 
depended on a number of factors including 
educational background of either highly 
qualified or others who can be employed in 

those positions during the five years after the 
issuance of the decision.

He said the decision took into consideration 
the demands of the labor market as well as 
the number of expatriate employees on who 
the Kuwaitization policy will apply. Minister 
Al-Saleh stressed the need to ensure 12 percent 

of the positions are occupied by expatriates in 
order to maintain the stability of work for the 
allotted five years so that the Kuwaiti employees 
acquire the needed experience, indicating that 
the 88 percent does not cover judiciary and 
legislative positions as well as positions in the 
Public Prosecution. The minister highlighted 
that the legal justification for classifying those 
jobs into one set is based on the governmental 
classification approved by CSC.

He affirmed that CSC had completed a study 
which resulted in the freezing of 3,140 contracts 
with expatriate employees since July 1, 2018 as 
a prelude to making cancellation in the budget 
of the coming fiscal year, adding that Ministry of 
Finance has been addressed to take the relevant 
procedures in this regard. Minister Al-Saleh 
explained that the total number of employees 
in law-related positions in governmental bodies 
linked to the integrated systems of civil service 

information is 7,052 Kuwaiti citizens and 1,271 
expatriates.

The number of Kuwaiti graduates from the 
College of Law and registered under CSC as of 
December 31, 2017 reached 41. They had been 
nominated for jobs in the governmental bodies 
but they refused those positions. In addition, 
the minister denied the news published in a 
local newspaper which quoted His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah during the recent Cabinet 
meeting. In a press release, he affirmed that 
His Highness the Prime Minister is following up 
all the procedures and decisions taken by the 
ministers for confronting corruption. Al-Saleh 
stressed the keenness of the government to 
confront administrative and financial corruption 
based on the prepared program, as well as to 
take tough actions against those involved in 
corruption.

LOCAL

Law-related jobs to favor Kuwaitis

Samsung Galaxy 
Note9 is now available
for pre-order in Kuwait

Don’t miss your chance to be among 
the first in Kuwait to own the super 

powerful Galaxy Note9 that is available for 
pre-order from 10 till 24 August from major 
retailers, operators and Samsung brand 
stores. Customers who pre-order the device 
will be the first to experience the powerful 
S-Pen, the enhanced battery and the most 
powerful camera available amongst other 
innovative features.   In addition to that, 
they will get the JBL headphones with the 
128 GB version and the JBL headphones 
and JBL Bluetooth speakers with the 512 
GB version. However, stocks are limited 
and pre-orders are fulfilled on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

The new Galaxy Note9 boasts a 
4,000mAh battery, the largest ever on 
a flagship Galaxy phone for long-lasting 
power and two internal storage options 
–128GB or 512GB with the ability to insert 
a microSD card. Galaxy Note9’s camera is 
Samsung’s smartest yet, with advanced 
noise reduction technology, and a Dual 
Aperture lens, which adjusts to light just 
like the human eye. It employs scene 
optimizer and flaw detection for stunning, 
lifelike images.

Now with Bluetooth Low-Energy (BLE) 
support, the new S Pen delivers an entirely 
new way to use the Note. With just a click, 
it’s now possible to take selfies and group 
pictures, present slides, play music and 
videos, and more.  

The Samsung Galaxy Note9 will be 
available for pre-order across major retailers 
and Samsung brand stores in Kuwait. The 
device is offered in Midnight Black, Lavender 
Purple, with matching S Pen, and Ocean 
Blue with a Pearl Yellow S Pen. 

Bahrain’s Investcorp sells stake
in Kuwait industrial gases firm

Central Bank refutes rumors of retrenched expats in bad debt

The Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) 
issued a decision to grant work permits 

for non-Kuwaiti partners in Kuwaiti companies 
provided they submit an application using 
the form prepared by the concerned labor 
department.

The decision, which is part of ongoing efforts 
to regulate work in the private sector, stipulates 
the requirements for granting work permits 
to non-Kuwaiti business partners as follows: 
copy of the memorandum of association of 
the company; certificate from the Ministry 

of Commerce and Industry mentioning the 
names of partners and their shares provided 
the non-Kuwaiti partner’s share of the capital 
is not less than KD 100,000; budget approved 
by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry; and 
payment of corresponding fees.

Work visas to be issued for 
expat business partners
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The art of Serving People is not 
Everybody's cup of Tea. It takes 
more than Ambience, more than just 
a Smile. It takes a very special 
warmth that lights up a Service...
That is gracious and attentive coupled 
with Amenities and Discreteness.
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As part of the governmental procedures 
aimed at dealing with the scandal of fake 

certificates, Civil Service Commission (CSC) has 
revealed the names of the employees who are 
involved in the scandal.

It asked the concerned authorities to 
take necessary action in this regard such as 
cancelation of appointment decisions, job 
privileges and financial allowances that those 
individuals receive on the basis of their fake 
certificates.

CSC asked the institutions where these 
employees work to start the process of 
retrieving the money that those employees had 
received illegally either willingly or based on 
relevant legal and judiciary actions. According 
to sources, the first batch of employees involved 

in the scandal of fake certificates is not big.
The list was approved in accordance with a 

letter referred by Ministry of Higher Education. 
There are expectations and more batches will 
be announced in the next few days after the 
completion of the relevant audit process.

Meanwhile, the Criminal Court adjourned 
the case filed against an Egyptian expatriate 
and a Kuwaiti citizen who are accused of 
forging certificates. The case was adjourned 
to September 5 for notifying the rest of the 
defendants.

During the court session on 9 August, the 
Egyptian defendant had denied all charges 
leveled against him by the Public Prosecution 
including the charges of forging official 
documents and helping others commit forgery 

as well as receiving bribes for the accreditation of 
their educational certificates. Furthermore, CSC 
disclosed that it intends to change the approach 
of dealing with the appointment policy.

It declared that it will nominate a number 
of citizens for positions in some government 
organizations based on the requirements of 
the latter. It will nominate a small number of 

citizens for these positions at regular intervals 
instead of announcing long lists once every two 
months. In this regard, sources said the new 
policy aims at accelerating the appointment 
process and reducing the waiting list as well 
as avoiding supplying some government 
bodies with a large number of employees that 
sometimes reach hundreds.

In addition, Ministry of Higher Education 
revealed that it will start receiving applications 
for scholarships from high-school graduates of 
the 2018/2019 academic year from Wednesday, 
15 August to Monday, 27 August. Those 
interested in applying must visit the website 
of the ministry – www.mohe.edu.kw where 
they can view details related to the required 
documents and the available specializations.

CSC has names of culprits of fake certificate scandal

The passing away of Kuwait’s iconic 
comedy-actor Abdulhussein Abdulredha 

marks its first year today, with his fans still 
in bereavement. He was announced dead at 
the age of 78 in one of London’s hospitals last 
year. His side-splitting slapstick comedy in 
the 1960s; dapper and dashing performances 
during the 1970s, and mature and well-
rounded productions in the 1980s and beyond 
seared his name in the history of Arabic 
culture and arts.

Frequently referred to as Kuwait’s fourth 
Tower, Abdulredha was in many ways and seen 
by many of his fans of different generations 
as the personification of the Kuwaiti man, 
whether it was for his political humor, social 
rants, or even his own speech and appearance.

One year death anniversary of beloved Kuwaiti actor

LOCAL

Amani Hajji is nothing if not stubborn, 
for 20 years, she has refused to give 
up on her dream of making opera 
mainstream in her native Kuwait. 
A soprano by training, and with her 
trademark bob haircut, Hajji is Kuwait’s 
first opera singer with a small but 
dedicated local following.

The 51-year-old’s journey has not been 
easy. When she first enrolled in Kuwait’s 
National Conservatory in 1985, her parents 
banned her from singing anywhere outside 
the walls of the school. 

Fifteen years later, Hajji appeared onstage 
at the Cairo opera house. The audience 
settled in for an interlude of oriental folklore. 
Instead, they were treated to Giacomo 
Puccini’s repertoire.

Hajji has since been invited back five times 
to perform works by the Italian composer, 
still her favourite, to Arab audiences in Italian 
or German. Puccini, she believes, is also the 
most relatable to Kuwaiti music lovers’ ear, 
with his emotive, late Romantic style.

Kuwait opened its first opera house in 2016 
- but Hajji was not invited to appear onstage. 
That’s when she found out about her own 
dedicated fan base who - to her surprise 
- had been following her career for years. 
“The Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli opened the 
venue, and a lot of Kuwaitis were outraged by 
my absence,” Hajji told media, adding, “That’s 
how I discovered that I had an audience who 
knew who I was and who loved me.”

Hajji was first introduced to opera as a 
teenager, when she saw a television special 
that caught her eye. “I loved music in general, 
and in my first year in high school I saw an 
interview with Ahmed al-Baqer, who founded 
Kuwait’s conservatory. I decided to register for 
lessons. I started to train and then discovered 
opera, thanks to an Egyptian teacher here in 
Kuwait,” she said.

She has since represented her country 
in music festivals in Bahrain, Italy, Ukraine, 

Turkey, Morocco and elsewhere. Shortly after 
her initial snub by Kuwait’s opera house, 
she made it on stage in her native country 
performing with the Bucharest Philharmonic 
Orchestra.

Hajji credits her oriental roots with helping 
Kuwaiti audiences relate to the classical 
works of Puccini and others. “Even if they 
don’t understand the language, the audience 
appreciates the music, the way it is sung. I 
have my own style. It’s sentimental, a contrast 
to the Western way of interpretation,” she 
said. Now an instructor herself at Kuwait’s 
national conservatory, she is starting to sense 
a budding interest in opera at home.

Most of them, however, are men - and 
Hajji still has her eye on finding a female 
star pupil. “There is so much raw talent 
that we’re working to train musically,” Hajji 
said, and added, “But I’ve always dreamt of 
singing a duet with another female Kuwaiti 
opera singer.” Kuwait’s conservatory is highly 
popular in the Gulf and for years has drawn 
students from neighbouring countries - 
some of whom have had to stand up to their 
families to follow their passion. Opera houses 
have also begun to pop up across the region, 
with Dubai and Oman each home to a venue. 
But there is still cultural pushback against the 
genre, some say.

Ahmed Kandari, an opera teacher at 
Kuwait’s conservatory, had to face his family’s 
disapproval over his choice to study opera. 
Today, he is fighting to introduce music into 
Kuwait’s educational system. “High school 
education is marked by the total lack of a 
music curriculum,” he said, “We have to 
start introducing it earlier, and growing 
our education, to help teach the public 
appreciation of different musical styles and 
genres.” The work of Hajji, and Kandari, has 
inspired youth beyond Kuwait. Ahmed Saleh 
al-Jazali, from Oman, is enrolled in the opera 
program at Kuwait’s conservatory. With the 
support of his family, he says his goal is to 
become his country’s first opera singer. “I’m 
working on it - I’m going to sing in German 
and Italian,” he said.

Kuwait’s first female Soprano
brings Puccini to the Gulf
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Oil is very necessary for cooking, 
and there are a number of good 

healthy oils that can enhance your 
health and your culinary creations. 
Special oils have to be used for cooking 
that have healthy benefits.

Here are a few great picks, 
Coconut oil: Contains healthy fats 
called medium-chain fatty acids 
(MCFAs) such as Lauric acid and 
Capric acid, which have anti-microbial 
properties, so this oil supports the 
immune system. It is best used as an 
alternative to butter and margarine in 
medium-heat bald.
Olive oil: They have the highest 
percentage of heart-healthy fat of 
any oil. Its antioxidants provide anti-
cancer benefits. It is best used in salad 
dressings and for sauces recipes. 
Walnut oil: Health benefits include 
lowering the risk of heart diseases, 
as this oil is rich in antioxidants and 
contains melatonin that regulates 
your digestive system.  It is best used 
in baking, dipping, stir-frying and for 
salad dressings. 
Canola oil:  It is rich in essential 
omega-3 alpha-linolenic (ALA) and 
omega -6 linoleic acid that help 
prevent heart diseases.  Best used for 
baking and stir-frying. It is also useful 
for sautéing vegetables or adding in 
salad dressings. 
Avocado oil: Filled with 
Monounsaturated fat that helps to 

reduce your risk of heart disease, cancer 
and diabetes. It lowers LDL cholesterol 
and raises HDL cholesterol. You will 
find it beneficial for dipping frying and 
grilling. Don’t forget one teaspoon of 
unsaturated oil has 45 calories, so be 
careful about the portion. 

Never use olive oil for your omelette 
or for any stir frying. This oil will be 

transformed to Trans-fat and so it 
loses all its health benefits. 

To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Healthy oil consumption 
Ask Mira : Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness 
and has joined The Times Kuwait team in 
a new weekly column discussing nutrition 
and answering queries. You can send in your 

questions to askmira@timeskuwait.com

For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 
http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

D n ng
IN KUWAIT

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at editor@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

Marilyn vos Savant
American columnist, author and lecturer

 Thought
  for the         e

week
Being defeated is often 
a temporary condition. 

Giving up is what makes it 
permanent. 

If you have heard of the saying 
‘Bigger is Better’, then Texas 

Roadhouse, popular American 
family-friendly restaurant has lived 
up to this expectation through the 
introduction of three of the largest 
burgers in Kuwait on 7 August. Driven 
by the promise of delivering legendary 
experiences, the new burgers are now 
ready to serve across stores in Kuwait.

As all good things come in three’s, 
part of the iconic Texan menu will 
include the classic 100 Angus beef 
patty as the centerpiece of each 
burger. The Triple Threat Burger 
is topped with beef bacon and 

American cheese and comes with a 
Triple Threat of fried jalapenos, spicy 
rattlesnake patty alongside its very 
own spicy mayo dressing.

Living up to its name, the Texas 
Melt Burger, combines the chain’s 
award-winning Chili, all topped 
with American cheese, tortilla 
chips, onion, lettuce, tomato and 
homemade Ranch dressing. Creating 
double the fun is the new Double 
Barrel Burger that includes BBQ beef 
topped with homemade Coleslaw, 
American cheese, onion, lettuce and 
tomato.

To ensure the perfect meal, every 
burger is completed with a delicious 
pickle spear and a side of fries. 

Commenting on the launch of 
its new additions to the menu, 
Peter Scodellaro, Business Director 
at Texas Roadhouse said: “Owing 
to Kuwait’s growing appetite for 
increased options, innovative recipes 
and memorable times, we identified 
the right mix of flavors and brought 
together offerings that define 
creativity and zest, all while staying 
true to our premium quality. “

Inspired by the traditional 
roadhouses, Texas Roadhouse 
currently boasts over 500 restaurants 
around the globe producing fresh, 
handcrafted servings. 

Texas Roadhouse brings
three legendary 

Burgers to Kuwait

Frozen hash browns can be used in a multitude of 
ways. When fried or baked, they add a surprising 

pop of crunch to an otherwise texture-less dish. When 
slightly cooked and thawed, they take on a starchy quality, 
blending literally into the background, acting as a binder 
in fish cakes and even creamy soups. They can be molded 
into quiche crusts and nests and pancakes, letting you play 
with your food and, often swap out gluten and wheat-filled 
ingredients. They are recipe- and snack-ready — straight 
from the package. Stick with hash browns when craving 
rib-sticking, comforting snacks.

Hash brown quiches: Making dough from scratch takes 
time, effort, and usually, flour. So when you need to skip 
a classic crust — for either time or dietary-related reasons 
— use hash browns instead. It’s a quick solution that not 
only offers a gluten-free and crunchy base, but also a really 
adorable presentation.
Hash brown waffles: Waffle irons are quickly proving to 
be more than a one-trick pony. And for your next brunch, 
get a quick potato fix with hash brown waffles. Slightly 
cook the hash browns in a hot skillet until thawed, about 
5 minutes. Then transfer to a bowl and mix with other 
ingredients from your favorite hash brown waffle recipe 
or your imagination, say for example, sour cream, sliced 
onions, spices, and egg.

Of course, you can also add other shredded root 

vegetables, like beets and sweet potatoes, too. Then, 
once mixed, scoop a handful of the batter into a hot, 
greased waffle iron and cook until crispy. Serve as is, with 
yogurt or fried eggs on top. Go beyond breakfast and use 
like sandwich bread, filling two waffle slices with ham 
and cheese, or the fixings for a BLT (Bacon, Lettuce, and 
Tomato) sandwich.
Hash brown tater-tots: If you wish to skip the store-
bought tots, but aren’t ready to commit to shredding 
your own potatoes for a total DIY operation, then take a 
shortcut with hash browns. Add some nutritional value to 
this favorite snack by mixing in some chopped broccoli or 
shredded zucchini. And of course, adding a little Parmesan 
or cheddar cheese never hurts.
Hash brown crab or fish cake: Hash browns get a little 
gluey when thawed, which makes them the perfect flour- 
and egg-free binder for fish cakes, shrimp cakes, and even 
broccoli cakes. Simply cook the hash browns in a hot skillet 
until just thawed, about 5 minutes. Then transfer to a bowl 
and let cool to the touch. Use your hands or the back of a 
fork to press the hash browns until they take on a mashed-
potato smoothness. Add cooked and flaked or chopped 
seafood to the bowl or your veggies. Add in spices and 
herbs, mix until combined, and then form patties. Fry in a 
shallow pan of oil until brown and crispy, about five to six 
minutes per side.

Make a meal 
out of frozen
 hash browns
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On the occasion of the 51st 
anniversary of the founding of 

the Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), diplomats of the 
ASEAN member states gathered for 
a reception at the Malaysian Embassy 
on 7 August.  The event was graced by 
Assistant Foreign Affairs Minister of 
Kuwait Ali Sulaiman Al-Saeed, along 
with the current chairman of ASEAN 
and Ambassador of Thailand to 
Kuwait H.E.  Dusit Manapan, as well 
as a host of other dignitaries.

In his address to the gathering, 
Ambassador Dusit said, “Today 
marks the 51st anniversary of the 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations since it was founded in August 
1967. If we compare ASEAN with a 
human, ASEAN today is a matured 
adult full of life experiences. As a 

regional grouping, it has shouldered 
responsibilities for promoting well-
being and a more secure, stable and 
peaceful environment for its people, 
that region, as well as for the world.” 

He pointed out that ASEAN has 
been consistent in its aspirations 
in pursuing its aims and purposes 
enshrined in the Bangkok Declaration, 
namely to accelerate economic 
growth, social progress, cultural 
development and promote regional 

peace and stability.
Ambassador Dusit noted that 

ASEAN has grown to become a highly 
competitive economic community 
of 10 vibrant and fast-growing 
economies with a total population 
of about 620 million people, adding 
the ASEAN community’s combined 
output exceeds $2.5 trillion. He 
added, “We have a good reason to 
be proud of our success, even though 
there are still many challenges 

ahead to overcome.” Ambassadors 
of the ASEAN Community in 
Kuwait comprises the nine resident 
ambassadors of Brunei Darussalam, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, 
and Vietnam, and one non-resident 
ambassador of Singapore. 

LOCAL

ASEAN commemorates the 51st anniversary of its foundation

For many people a summer heatwave means 
a chance to enjoy sunny weather at the 

beach or in the park.
A lot of people suffer from low levels of 

Vitamin D, the ‘sunshine’ vitamin. So the fine 
weather tends to result in an elevated mood 
in many people, especially as sunshine records 
have been broken across the continent.

The fine weather may have been good news 
for sun-worshipers and the seaside holiday 
trade, but many other aspects of everyday life 
have been impacted.

Water shortages have begun to hit 

agricultural output. Poor grazing has forced 
farmers to bring out fodder saved for the 
winter months to supplement the meager 
grazing available to cattle. Scandinavia has been 
particularly badly affected. Sweden has strict 
rules on the importation of animal feed.

Although much of Europe has been 
exceptionally dry and sunny, there have been 
some exceptions. Southern Europe, from 
Iberia through southern Italy to the Balkans 
and Turkey, has seen twice the average rainfall 
through the period from May to July.

Much of this rainfall has come with 

thunderstorms and flash flooding has been 
widespread. Unfortunately the rapid runoff rarely 
makes its way into the rivers and watercourses, 
so even these regions may not escape the threat 
of drought as autumn approaches.
Captions: 1. Temperatures have again been 30+ 
degrees Celsius in recent days across much of 
Europe, including Paris. 2. The Netherlands has 
seen temperature records extending as far back 
as the 18th century being broken in the current 
heatwave. 3. Brain freeze: keeping zoo animals 
cool during the heatwave has been a concern 
across the continent.

Europe’s relentless heatwave
CLIMATE

1 2

3
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The 18th Asian Games, with the theme of 
‘Energy of Asia’, will be inaugurated on 18 

August and will include 40 sports in Jakarta and 
Palembang involving over 11,000 athletes from 
45 Asian countries and regions. 

The Asiad flame is scheduled to arrive in 
Jakarta on 17 August where it will be received 
by Indonesian President Joko Widodo before the 
opening ceremony on the next day in Jakarta’s 
landmark Gelora Bung Karno stadium. 

A total of 18 provinces across Indonesia are 
scheduled to hold the Asiad torch relay that 
kicked off in Yogyakarta on July 18. The flame 
was lit in the middle of last month in India’s 
Dhyan Chand National Stadium in New Delhi 
that hosted the first Asiad in 1951. 

For the first time, the Asian Games are being 
co-hosted in two cities; the Indonesian capital of 
Jakarta (which is hosting the Games for the first 
time since 1962), and Palembang, the capital of 

the South Sumatra province. Events will be held 
in and around the two cities, including venues in 
Bandung and province of West Java and Banten.

Total cost for the games was projected as 
$3.2 billion. By 2015, the central government 
had allocated a budget of IDR 3 trillion (US$ 224 
million) to prepare for the Games, with regional 
administrations also expected to supply some 
part of the funding. However, by July 2018, the 
budget allocation for the Games had been 

reported to be IDR 6.6 trillion including IDR 869 
billion from sponsorships.

In July 2018, Indonesia Asian Games 
Organizing Committee (INASGOC) released 
the medal design to public, featuring the Asian 
Games logo and the batik style of all Indonesian 
regions, reflects the cultural diversity of 
Indonesia and their unity.

Indonesia all set to host Asian Games

Continued from Page 1

 We are constantly analyzing our sales 
structures. This is part of Daimler’s strategy of 
always offering the best.”

Though reasons behind the decision to divorce 
the distributorship and seek a new partner were 
not given, speculation has been rife that ongoing 
feud between shareholders in the Kuwaiti firm 
led Diamler AG to take the decision. Among 
the contenders looking to take up the new 
Mercedes-Benz distributorship are stalwarts 
on Kuwait’s automotive scene and already own 
distributorship for various international vehicle 
brands.

Incidentally, one of the largest shareholders 
in Diamler AG is the Kuwait Investment 
Authority (KIA) which holds a 5.33 percent stake 

as of November 2017. According to the German 
financial market regulator, BaFin, other large 
shareholders include the global investment 
management firm BlackRock, with a 5.95 
percent stake and Renault-Nissan alliance with 
a 3.1 percent hold in the company. 

In early February of this year it was reported 
that Chinese car manufacturer Geely, the current 
owner of Volvo and Lotus sportscars, was looking 
to purchase a 3 percent stake in Diamler AG. But 
Daimler executives had then said they saw no 
need to take on another industrial partner in 
China because there is significant capacity for 
expansion in a venture jointly run with China’s 
BAIC Motor.

The KIA relationship with Diamler AG dates 
back to November 1974, when the Authority 
acquired a 14 percent stake in the company for 

$329 million that has since grown in value to 
over $6 billion.

A high-profile ceremony was held in 2014 at the 
Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart, Germany, 
to mark 40 years of this partnership. The event 
was attended by Kuwait’s Prime Minister, His 
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of 
Daimler AG, Dr. Manfred Bischoff, the Chairman 
of the Board of Management of Daimler AG and 
Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars, Dr. Dieter Zetsche, 
and the then Finance Minister and Chairman of 
KIA, Anas K. Al-Saleh.

Speaking on that occasion, Dr. Zetsche, 
thanked KIA for its four decade-long loyalty 
as a strategic Daimler investor. “Today, we 
are stronger than ever before. We are posting 
record sales figures, have the world’s most 

valuable premium passenger car brand and are 
the world’s leading global commercial vehicle 
manufacturer… “Our success is the success of 
our shareholders… Our finest days are yet to 
come”.

However, the move to terminate the 
company’s long-standing relationship with its 
Kuwait distributor and take the brand to a new 
dealer, will probably determine whether those 
fine days will come any time soon in Kuwait, or 
soon enough for Diamler AG. In its latest report 
on sales, the company said it had sold a total of 
833,000 vehicles in the second-quarter of 2018, 
a 1 percent increase over the same period a year 
earlier. But the $2.1 billion in net profits that the 
company garnered in the same quarter were 
significantly less than the $2.9 billion it made in 
the second-quarter of 2017.

Diamler to decide on new distributor in Kuwait

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Jorge Moreira da Silva     
Development Co-Operation Director at the OECD 
and former Minister of Environment and Energy of 
Portugal. 

Prevention Is the Best Migration Cure 

With newspapers full of stories about 
the challenges migrant families face, it 

might be tempting to assume that the causes of 
displacement are also being addressed. In most 
cases, however, such an assumption would be 
wrong. Today, solutions to forced migration 
focus almost exclusively on aiding refugees 
after they flee, rather than targeting the reasons 
for their flight. To resolve the world’s refugee 
crises, the causes require as much attention as 
the effects.

Why would parents risk their lives, or the lives 
of their children, to leave home and journey into 
the unknown? And what can be done to keep 
families from being forced to migrate in the first 
place? These are among the key questions that 
colleagues and I have attempted to answer in 
a new OECD study, States of Fragility 2018. The 
findings are as illuminating as they are troubling.

By 2030, more than 80 percent of the world’s 
poor will live in an area defined as ‘fragile’ — a 
status that may reflect any number of political, 
social, security, economic, or environmental 
causes. Unfortunately, if current trends hold, 
far too little development aid will be allocated 
to address the factors contributing to fragility. 
In 2016, for example, just 2 percent of the $68.2 
billion in official development assistance (ODA) 
that went to places affected by fragility was 
used for conflict-prevention activities, and only 
10 percent went to peace-building initiatives. 
There is no other conclusion to draw: we must 
change how ODA is allocated.

According to the United Nations Refugee 
Agency, a record 68.5 million people were 
forcibly displaced in 2017. Many of these people 
hailed from just five countries — Afghanistan, 

Myanmar, Somalia, South Sudan, and Syria. But, 
while countries hosting refugees have an urgent 
need for money to support long-term relocation 
efforts, most ODA is still channeled to short-
term solutions. Humanitarian initiatives, such as 
food and shelter, accounted for roughly a third 
of all ODA last year, and that share has been 
climbing for nearly a decade.

By contrast, funding for construction of 
schools, hospitals, and other infrastructure 
continues to lag. While it is understandable that 
donors would gravitate toward solutions that 
offer immediate assistance to the displaced, 
neglecting refugees’ long-term needs is 
shortsighted. Simply put, the international 
community’s ambition for aid must evolve 
beyond keeping people alive; it must also offer 
migrants a future.

If allocated properly, ODA can be a powerful 
tool in preventing conflict and reversing the 
trends that contribute to fragility. Moreover, 

this type of spending is often a source of hope 
for migrants, given that in many crisis-affected 
areas, ODA is among the most reliable funding 
sources. That is particularly true as emergencies 
age, because funding levels typically drop as 
donations from other sources dry up.

To be sure, reversing current ODA spending 
trends will not be easy. Fragility manifests in 
myriad ways, and addressing challenges as 
diverse as violent extremism, climate change, 
organized crime, and gender discrimination 
will require a new playbook for development 
spending.

Still, the need for actions has become urgent. 
If unaddressed, conflict, violence, and other 
forms of fragility will set development gains 
back decades, further fueling the very dynamics 
that lead to instability in the first place. Unless 
the international community changes its 
approach to investing in fragile regions, the 
world will fail to achieve a key objective of 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals: to 
leave no one behind. Spending on long-term 
solutions also makes financial sense. According 
to the UN and World Bank, if more money were 
allocated to conflict-prevention programs, up to 
$70 billion could be saved annually in refugee-
relocation costs. While the world has accepted 
the premise of cost-effective prevention in 
health care (by promoting regular screenings 
and checkups, for example), this philosophy has 
yet to be applied to policymaking on migration. 
This can and should change.

The global migration crisis — the worst 
since the end of World War II — has consumed 
huge sums of financial and political capital. To 
address it effectively, the focus must shift to 
improving stability and security, and hope for 
better futures, in the places where migrants 
originate. And that means the development 
community, and especially official donors, must 
rethink their priorities and policies.
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Staff Report

The first phase of renewed economic 
sanctions on Iran by the United States, 

which came into effect on 6 August, has led the 
European Union to launch an updated Blocking 
Statute aimed at protecting EU companies from 
the US sanctions.

In response to the snapback US sanctions, 
the High Representative of the European Union 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica 
Mogherini, along with the Foreign Ministers 
JeanYves Le Drian of France, Heiko Maas of 
Germany, and Jeremy Hunt of United Kingdom, 
issued a joint statement on 7 August, expressing 
their regret at the US move and vowing to 
protect EU companies from the sanctions.

The EU communique stated that the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) signed 
with Iran, “is working and delivering on its goal, 
namely to ensure that the Iranian program 
remains exclusively peaceful.” The statement 
pointed out, “Iran’s compliance with the JCPOA 
—confirmed by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in 11 consecutive reports — 
remains a key element of the global nuclear non-
proliferation architecture, crucial for the security 
of Europe, the region, and the entire world.”

The communique added, “We are determined 
to protect European economic operators 
engaged in legitimate business with Iran, in 
accordance with EU law and with UN Security 
Council resolution 2231. This is why the European 
Union’s updated Blocking Statute enters into 
force on 7 August to protect EU companies 
doing legitimate business with Iran from the 
impact of US extra-territorial sanctions.”

The updated Blocking Statute by the EU 
aims to protect EU companies doing legitimate 
business with Iran from the US sanctions. The 
statute prohibits EU companies from respecting 
the sanctions, and from recognizing any foreign-
court rulings that enforce them. According to the 
statute, EU operators can recover “any damages, 
including legal costs, caused by the application 
of the laws specified in its Annex or by actions 
based thereon or resulting therefrom”.

To recall, on 14 July 2015, the JCPOA, often 
referred to as the Iran Nuclear Deal, was entered 
into on one side by the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
and on the other side by the P5+1 (Permanent 
Members of the UN Security Council — China, 
France, Russia, United Kingdom and United 
States + Germany) and the European Union.

The JCPOA aims to curb Iran’s assertive nuclear 
program by redesigning, converting and reducing 

its nuclear facilities in exchange for freeing 
up tens of billions of dollars in oil revenue and 
frozen assets in Western financial institutions.  
On 8 May 2018, the US announced its decision 
to unilaterally withdraw from the JCPOA and to 
snapback sanctions imposed earlier on Iran. The 
US also announced a two-phase ‘wind-down’ 
period before the sanctions would come into 
effect. The first phase of the wind-down ended 
on 6 August, triggering the prohibition of dollar-
denominated financial transactions with Iranian 
financial institutions, trade in gold and other 
metals, as well as in the automotive and aircraft 
sector. The second phase of sanctions that is 
slated to come into force on 4 November will 
target the Iranian Central Bank and the country’s 
oil, shipping and port operations.

The sanctions prohibit US companies and 
non-US subsidiaries of US companies from 
engaging in any business activities with Iran or 
Iranian individuals and entities named in the US 
government’s ‘Specially Designated Nationals’ 
(SDN) list. The US prohibitions could have been of 
little concern for international companies were 
it not for additional clauses in the sanctions. 
These Secondary Sanctions state that any party 
must comply with these prohibitions when that 
party is involved in a transaction that is made in 
US Dollars or when a US bank or US company is 
also involved in that transaction. 

The Secondary Sanctions also threaten to 
impose severe measures on non-US companies 
who enter into transactions with certain 

industry sectors and with certain entities and 
individuals in Iran. These measures could include 
a complete exclusion of the non-US company 
from the US market and from transactions 
with all US companies worldwide, as well as the 
potential to list them as SDN.

The US sanctions and the EU’s Blocking Statute 
puts European banks and financial institutions in 
the proverbial ‘rock and a hard place’ situation. 
If they provide EU companies trading with Iran 
with access to dollar-based accounts, they will 
face the wrath of the US treasury. If they fail 
to provide access they could end up being sued 
by their customers as outlined in the updated 
Blockade Statute introduced by the EU.

The US sanctions on Iran once again reveal 
the unilateral and hegemonistic approach of 
the current US administration in its relations 
with the global community. Had the sanctions 
imposed on Iran been limited to US companies 
and their subsidiaries, its impact would have 
been relatively minimal and could be shrugged 
off merely as an extension of the government’s 
continued mistaken policies. 

But the extraterrestrial dimensions of the 
sanctions mean they now impact the entire 
world economy, since much of the global 
banking system continues to be denominated 
in US Dollars, and world commodity markets 
are mostly priced and traded in dollars. These 
two factors on their own are strong deterrents 
to any company wanting to do business with 
Iran. Once the second phase of sanctions 
on Iranian oil supplies come into force on 
4 November, it is feared that its impact on 
international trade could quickly scale up and 
jeopardize the faltering revival that the global 
economy is currently witnessing. 

US sanctions, EU statute, global firms in fix

Continued from Page 1

as well as in its fiscal and external metrics, 
the large fiscal and external assets that were 
accumulated owing to past oil windfalls have 
afforded policymakers space to phase in fiscal 
reforms gradually. The assets also allow the 
country to counter the decline in hydrocarbon 
sector by increased spending under Kuwait 
National Development Plan, particularly on 
infrastructure projects. 

The agency forecast that economic activity 
would pick up in the country over the next 
four years after having contracted in 2017. “We 
expect rising oil production from the second 
half of 2018 and public investment to drive 
real GDP growth of 2.8 percent on average 
over 2018-2021,” it said.

Over the medium term, S&P anticipated 
Kuwaiti oil output to rise to over three million 
barrels per day (bpd) by 2020, from around 
2.7 million bpd currently, part of Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation plans to raise oil 
production capacity to four million bpd by 
2020. It predicted oil prices of Brent crude 
to average US$65 per barrel in 2018, before 

falling to $60 per barrel in 2019 and $55 per 
barrel over 2020-21.

Over the next few years, it expected several 
projects in power, infrastructure, and housing, 
currently in various stages of implementation, 
to be launched and completed. Although 
domestic politics remains contentious, 
with strong parliamentary opposition to 
fiscal austerity, S&P did not anticipate any 
significant risk to the management of public 
finances or the economy.

The government’s policy response to 
lower oil prices has been fairly limited and 
gradual, given the large fiscal buffers, 
opposition in parliament, and the political 
will to maintain the social contract with its 
population and preserve the welfare state. 
“We expect reform momentum aimed at 
diversifying revenues will slow further in 
the context of higher oil prices during 2018, 
particularly the introduction of VAT, leading 
to continued central government budget 
deficits,” warned the agency. The government 
plans to meet financing needs by balancing 
debt issuances and asset drawdown, subject 
to parliamentary approval.

Rating agency reaffirms 
AA ranking for Kuwait

The US sanctions and the EU’s 
Blocking Statute puts European 
banks and financial institutions 

in the proverbial ‘rock and a hard 
place’ situation. 
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Daniel Gros    
Director of the Brussels-based Center for European 
Policy Studies. He has worked for the International 
Monetary Fund, and served as an economic adviser to 
the European Commission, the European Parliament, 
and the French prime minister and finance minister. 

Europe’s Trade Coup

SPOTLIGHT

All has gone quiet on the transatlantic 
trade front, with last month’s agreement 

between US President Donald Trump and 
European Commission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker having dispelled fears of an all-out tariff 
war. The deal was surprising, but perhaps it 
should not have been.

At the core of the agreement concluded by 
Juncker and Trump was the understanding that 
the European Union and the United States will 
“work together toward zero tariffs, zero non-
tariff barriers, and zero subsidies on non-auto 
industrial goods,” with no new trade barriers in 
the meantime. But the potential for a free-trade 
agreement is not the point; what matters is the 
end to the escalation of tit-for-tat measures, set 
in motion by Trump’s decision to impose tariffs 
on US imports of European steel.

The US president has the power to impose 
tariffs and other trade barriers unilaterally, in 
the interest of national security. That is why 
Trump has been able to launch his own personal 

trade war, without so much as consulting the 
US Congress. A full-scale trade agreement, 
however, would need congressional approval. 
Given the myriad special interests that such a 
deal would mobilize, it is highly unlikely that any 
trade agreement, even one limited to industrial 
products, will materialize any time soon.

Historically, the US has been able to conclude 

trade agreements only when a coalition of 
actors that would benefit from better export 
opportunities secured more votes than those 
who were vulnerable to import competition. 
When trade is considered an economic issue, it 
is usually possible to assemble such a coalition, 
because the benefits of trade liberalization 
outweigh the costs.

But this has often proved more difficult in 
the US than elsewhere, because trade plays a 
relatively small role in the US economy. Goods 
exports may be Trump’s main focus, but the 
reality is that they account for less than 10 
percent of GDP. Direct employment in exporting 
industries does not play a significant role in the 
US labor market.

In Europe, by contrast, exports account 
for more than 25 percent of GDP in most 
countries; in Germany, the figure exceeds 50 
percent. When an economy is so dependent 
on trade, it becomes much easier to make the 
case for liberalization, which is why Europe 
has long been more enthusiastic than the US 
about a transatlantic free-trade agreement. 
Negotiations for such an agreement — the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
— stalled during President Barack Obama’s 
administration.

Beyond the deal itself, Juncker apparently 
made a personal promise that the EU would 
buy more US agricultural products. This pledge 
is both empty and easy to fulfill. It is empty, 
because the European Commission has no 
budget to buy US soybeans or any means to 
impel EU consumers to do so. It is easy to fulfill, 
because China has already imposed tariffs on 
US soybeans in retaliation for US tariffs on 
its exports, meaning that non-US soybean 
producers are now likely to shift their exports 
to the Chinese market, freeing up the EU 
market for US producers. The main impact of 
Chinese tariffs on US soybeans will thus be the 
redirection of global soybean flows.

But China’s role extends beyond soybeans. 
In fact, it is the trade dynamics with China 
that explain Trump’s willingness to reach an 
agreement with Juncker in the first place. A 
tariff on imports to the US has a much greater 
impact if Chinese exporters are the only ones to 
encounter it. A 25 percent duty on, say, aircraft 
engines from China would allow manufacturers 
elsewhere to gain market share, whereas if 
everyone had to pay the same tariff, the playing 
field would be unchanged.

Ensuring that the EU does not face the same 
tariffs as China is particularly significant, because 
European suppliers are Chinese exporters’ main 
competitors in many industries. Given that the 

EU also competes with the US in the Chinese 
market, European industry might actually gain 
(marginally) from a Sino-American trade war. So 
long as the US and China are battling it out on 
trade, the transatlantic truce represents a coup 
for Europe.

The truce is not nearly as good for China. 
While the country’s leaders have continued 
to pay lip service to free trade, they have so 
far proved unwilling to take into account the 

grievances of both the US and Europe. If China 
wants allies in its trade war with the US, it will 
have to revise many domestic regulations and 
practices that constitute de facto discrimination 
against foreign competitors.

Thus, the EU-US deal has brought to the fore 
the real question China’s leaders face: whether 
to maintain strong government support 
for domestic industry. While protectionist 
measures might have been defensible 20 years 
ago, China’s economy is far more competitive 
today. Whatever benefit China derives from 
such measures may well be outweighed by an 
escalating trade war, especially now that the EU 
is safe and China will have to face the US alone.

So long as the US and 
China are battling it out 

on trade, the transatlantic 
truce represents 

a coup for Europe.
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Multivitamins do not help with heart health
A new study on multivitamins and heart 

health reiterates what medical experts 
have been saying for years — they do not do 
much to prevent cardiovascular disease.

The report, by researchers at the University 
of Alabama in the United States, is based on 
a meta-analysis of 18 different studies that 
spanned more than 16 years. In all, about 2 
million people were involved with some of the 
participants followed consistently for over 12 
years.

The general concept that multivitamins and 
supplements in the form of pills are beneficial 
to your health is not wrong per se. For example, 
pregnant women, children, and specific adult 
populations, such as people with cancer, should 
take certain types of vitamins. But their role 
in reducing cardiovascular disease has for long 

been debated, With the exception of omega-3 
fatty acids in the form of supplements, the role 
of other vitamins and supplements in reducing 
cardiovascular disease has long been debated.

According to critics, the best defense for 
good heart health is a healthy lifestyle that 
includes consistent exercise, adequate sleep, 
and a diet that relies on whole foods, with an 
emphasis on fruits and vegetable. Nevertheless, 
the misperception that multivitamins can 
mitigate unhealthy eating, in particular, 
continues to exist in the public consciousness. 
Researchers hope their new meta-analysis will 
better educate the public about multivitamins 
and heart heath.

A possible exception for doctors to 
recommend multivitamins to patients with 
cardiovascular disease is when patients have 

difficulty making their diet nutritionally diverse. 
If patients are already consuming a healthy 
daily diet that includes fruit and vegetable, 
doctors could additionally recommend eating 
oat bran in the form of oatmeal, which has 
been proven to lower cholesterol, and take a 
daily dose of soluble fiber, which also helps to 
keep cholesterol from getting absorbed into the 
blood stream. 

According to a 2017 survey, around 76 percent 
of Americans take dietary supplements. Roughly 
42 percent said they were taking supplements 
for overall health and about 26 percent said 
it was to improve heart health. According to 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH), in 
2014 Americans spent $36.7 billion on dietary 
supplements, of which $5.7 billion dollars went 
toward multivitamins.

Cricket, anyone?

Summer heat may not be the best time to 
go out and exercise yourself with a game 

of cricket, but that should not stop you from 
trying cricket for your health — we mean, with 
a bowl of crickets, the edible insect variety.

A new clinical trial has shown that 
consuming crickets can help support the 
growth of beneficial gut bacteria and that 
eating crickets is not only safe at high doses 
but may also reduce inflammation in the 
body.

Researchers at the University of Wisconsin 
in the US studying the effect of crickets on 
the human microbiome — the bacteria in the 
gut — have found that it helps support the 
growth of beneficial bacteria in the intestine 
and that eating crickets is not only safe at high 
doses, but may also reduce inflammation in 
the body. 

Eating insects, a long and honored tradition 
in different parts of Asia and Africa, is gaining 
traction in Europe and elsewhere in the West, 
as a sustainable, environmentally-friendly 
protein source compared to consuming 
livestock. 

Raising insects for protein not only helps 
protect the environment, but also offers a 
more healthful option than meat in many 
wealthy countries with high-meat diet. 

More than 2 billion people around the world 
regularly consume insects, which are also a 
good source of protein, vitamins, minerals 
and healthy fats. 

Crickets, like other insects, contain fibers, 
such as chitin, that are different from the 
dietary fiber found in foods like fruits and 
vegetables. Fiber serves as a microbial food 
source and some fiber types promote the 
growth of beneficial bacteria, also known as 
probiotics.

In the study, participants ate either a 
control breakfast or a breakfast containing 
25 grams of powdered cricket meal made into 
muffins and shakes. Over a four-week period, 
each participant served as their own control 
by switching the breakfast diets for two 
weeks. The researchers were also blinded on 
which diet each participant was at any given 
time.

Following the study, participants reported 
no significant gastrointestinal changes or side 
effects and the researchers found no evidence 
of changes to overall microbial composition 
or changes to gut inflammation. They did 
see an increase in a metabolic enzyme 
associated with gut health, and a decrease in 
an inflammatory protein in the blood called 
TNF-alpha, which has been linked to other 
measures of well-being, like depression and 
cancer.

Additionally, the team saw an increase 
in the abundance of beneficial gut bacteria 
like Bifidobacterium animalis, a strain that 
has been linked to improved gastrointestinal 
function and other measures of health in 
studies of a commercially available strain 
called BB-12.

But, the researchers say, more and larger 
studies are needed to replicate these findings 
and determine what components of crickets 
may contribute to improved gut health.

Marketing claims that hookah smoking is less 
hazardous than cigarette smoking is just a 

lot of smoke reveals a new study on the subject. 
Researchers at the University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA), found that just a half-hour of 
hookah smoking resulted in the development of 
cardiovascular risk factors similar to what has 
been seen with traditional smoking. 

Researchers measured heart rate, blood 
pressure, arterial stiffness, blood nicotine and 
exhaled carbon monoxide levels in 48 healthy, 
young hookah smokers before and after 30 
minutes of hookah smoking. The study showed 
that a single session of hookah smoking 
increased heart rate (by 16 beats per minute) 
and blood pressure; and significantly increased 
measures of arterial stiffness, a key risk factor 
in the development of cardiovascular conditions 
such as heart attack or stroke. The increase 
in arterial stiffness was comparable to data 
seen from cigarette smokers after smoking a 
cigarette.

The new findings challenge the idea put 
forward by many hookah establishments that 
flavored hookah tobacco smoking is a healthier 

alternative to tobacco smoking. According to 
the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
cigarettes cannot contain any artificial or 
natural flavors (other than tobacco or menthol), 
but this prohibition does not apply to hookah.

This probably helps explain the growing 
popularity for flavored hookah. Studies have 
shown that as cigarette use continues to decline, 
hookah smoking is rising, especially among 
youth and particularly among college students.

Results of the new study are particularly 
concerning because it measured what appears 
to be the lower limit of hookah use (half an 
hour). Typically, a hookah session can last for 
several hours, potentially increasing the levels 
of nicotine and other toxins being absorbed in 
the body.

Stiffening of arteries and the aorta are 
important signs of progression of hypertension, 
which raises the risk of heart attacks, stroke and 
other cardiovascular disorders. Previous studies 
have shown that cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, 
cigars and most recently e-cigarettes produce 
similar rates of arterial stiffening seen in this 
hookah use study.

Hookah safety claims go up in smoke



Guyana is blessed with a dramatic 
topography and majestic forests, 
huge mountains, miles of rivers, 
waterfalls and untouched beaches. 
With so much natural treasure close 
at hand, your tryst with adventure 
is inevitable.  Here are some of the 
best places to travel to in Guyana.

Surama: This traditional Amerindian village in 
the forest-covered Pakaraima mountains 300km 
south of the capital Georgetown is home of the 
Makushi tribe.

The Surama people run the show here as part 
of a community-based tourism initiative with 
a tour operator based in Georgetown. There 
are four huts just outside the village, which 
are basic, but dry and cool. Guides take you on 
a tour of the village to watch the pounding of 
cassava and on dawn walks across the Rupununi 
savannah and up Surama mountain.

Nearby is the 30m-high Iwokrama Canopy 
Walkway and a hammock camp on the river 
edge that provides a base for canoe trips on the 
Burro Burro river to see giant otters, tapirs and 
spider monkeys.

Kaieteur Falls: Watching 1140 metric tons of water 
shooting over a 250m cliff (the world’s highest 
single-drop falls) in the middle of an ancient jungle 
with few tourists in sight, is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. Depending on the season, the falls 
are from 76m to 122m wide. The trail approaching 
the falls is home to scarlet Guianan cock-of-the-
rock birds, and miniscule golden frogs (best seen 
in the rainy season and/or in the morning), which 
produce a potentially fatal poison.

The North Rupununi: The North Rupununi 
savannas are Africa-like plains scattered with 
Amerindian villages, small islands of jungle and 
an exceptional diversity of wildlife. Rivers full 
of huge caimans and the world’s largest water 

lilies (Victoria amazonica) cut through plains 
of golden grasses and termite mounds, and a 
mind-boggling array of birds fly across the sky. 
In the background the Pakaraima Mountains 
loom, more verdant hillsides than vast peaks, 
but which nonetheless give the landscape a 
touch of drama. On a human level, the North 
Rupununi feels like a tight-knit community 
spread over a vast area – everyone knows 
everyone and strangers are warmly welcomed. 
The heart of the north Rupununi is the village 
of Annai, a crossroads for Amerindian peoples 
with a few sleeping options and an airstrip.

Iwokrama Rainforest:  Established as a 
protected reserve in 1996, this exceptional 

region is home to South America’s largest cat, 
the jaguar, and the world’s highest recorded 
number of fish and bat species, not to mention 
the world’s largest freshwater fish, otters, river 
turtles, anteaters, snakes, rodents, eagles and 
caimans. While wildlife can be tough to spot, 
birders will love the canopy walkway located in 
the middle of the reserve, and excursions run by 
the two big lodges here aim to get you into the 
jungle to see its unique inhabitants yourself. 

Shell Beach: This is one of the least developed 
areas of the entire South American coastline; 
the only human additions are in the form of 
temporary fishing huts and small Amerindian 
settlements. From March through to August, 

Shell Beach becomes the nesting ground for 
four of the world’s eight endangered species of 
marine turtles: leatherback, green, hawksbill 
and olive ridley. All four species of sea turtles 
are protected in Guyana by the Protected 
Areas Act of 2011 and the Fisheries Act 2002. 
Most of the world’s sea turtle nesting sites are 
visited by only one or two species, adding to the 
exceptionality of Shell Beach.
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Wild beauty and extensive history 

Georgetown: Georgetown is Guyana’s capital, 
on South America’s North Atlantic coast. The 
city is culturally connected to the English-
speaking Caribbean region and home to 
British colonial architecture, including the tall, 
Gothic-style St. George’s Anglican Cathedral. 
A clock tower rises above Stabroek Market, 
popular for local goods. The Guyana National 
Museum presents details of the country’s 
history, which is fascinating to explore.

The Walter Roth Museum of Anthropology 
has artifacts from indigenous Amerindian 

tribes. Close by are the State House, where 
the president lives, and the National 
Library of Guyana, originally funded by 
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. The 
sprawling, tropical plant–filled Botanical 
Gardens to the east includes a zoo with 
many birds. Nearby, the National Gallery 
of Art is set within the grand, 19th-century 
Castellani House. Georgetown is also a 
jumping-off point for trips to Guyana’s 
densely forested interior, where Kaieteur 
Falls features a wide, single drop.

The best of 
Guyanese Cuisine

Guyanese cuisine is similar to the rest 
of the Anglo Caribbean, especially 

Trinidad, where the ethnic mix is somewhat 
similar. The food reflects the ethnic makeup 
of the country and its colonial history, and 
includes Ethnic groups of African, Creole, 
East Indian, Portuguese, Amerindian, Chinese 
and European (mostly British) influences 
and dishes. The food is diverse and includes 
dishes such as curry, roti and cookup rice 
(the local variation on the Anglo-Caribbean 
rice and peas. The one pot meal while not 
the national dish is one of the most cooked 
dishes. With its various versions, according 
to what type of meat, beans and other 
ingredients available, is a true reflection of 
the country.

Dishes have been adapted to Guyanese 
tastes, often by the addition of herbs and 
spices. Unique preparations include Guyana 
Pepperpot, a stew of Amerindian origin made 
with meat, cassareep (a bitter extract of the 
cassava), and seasonings. Other favourites 
are cassava bread, stews, and metemgee, a 
thick rich type of soup with ground provision, 
coconut milk and large dumplings (called 
Duff), eaten with fried fish or chicken. 
Homemade bread-making, an art in many 
villages, is a reflection of the British influence 
that includes pastries such as cheese rolls, 
pine tarts (pineapple tarts), and patties.

Curry is widely popular in Guyana and 
most types of meat can be curried: chicken, 
seafood, goat, lamb, and even duck. 
Guyanese-style Chow Mein is another dish 
cooked regularly in many homes.

Caribbean ground provisions (known 
colloquially as provisions) are part of the 
staple diet and include cassava, sweet potato, 
and eddoes. There is an abundance of fresh 
fruits, vegetables and seafood on the coast.

Another food item worth mentioning 
is Kurma, a wonderful dessert snack that is 
sold by street vendors and is very popular 
in Guyana where there is a huge Indian 
influence on the region’s food. Kurma, known 
as mithai in Guyana is a delicious fried dough 
snack which is coated in a lovely sugar glaze, 
flavored with ginger and cinnamon.

Most individuals use fresh fruits to make 
their own beverages, which are called ‘local 
drink’, which are made from readily available 
fruits or other parts of plants. Popular 
homemade drinks are Lime Wash (like 
lemonade), pine drink (from a pineapple), 
mauby (made from the bark of a tree); sorrel 
drink (made from hibiscus), and peanut 
punch.
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From the end of World War II to the mid-
2010s, economic globalization progressed 

relentlessly through expanded trade, 
proliferating capital flows, faster and cheaper 
communication, and, to a lesser extent, human 
migration. Yet, even as these linkages have 
deepened and multiplied, the global economy 
has remained fundamentally a collection of 
national economies, each embedded in national 
politics. This is now changing.

 In the democratic countries that have built 
the market capitalism that dominates the 
world today, the building blocks of the economy 
— taxation, public spending, and regulatory 
frameworks — are enacted by the legislature 
and interpreted by the legal system. This lends 
legitimacy to them and the economic activities 
they facilitate.

But a shift is occurring: global markets 
already are more important than national 
markets for small and medium-size countries, 
and they are approaching that status for large 
economies. In less than a decade, it will be 
the huge world market, rather than national 
markets, that allocates capital, finance, 
and skilled labor. Many firms will be truly 
multinational, with headquarters located in 
one place (probably where tax liabilities can be 
minimized), production and sales happening 
largely elsewhere, and managers and workers 
sourced from all over the world.

The emergence of such a truly global 
capitalism — a process that, to be sure, is far 
from complete — means that markets will no 
longer be embedded in the politics or regulatory 
systems of various nation-states. If they are to 
produce desirable outcomes, they will need to 
be embedded more deeply in, and regulated 
more effectively by, global institutions.

Of course, international economic 
institutions — from the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank to the economic bodies 
of the United Nations and the World Trade 
Organization— already exist and have long 
served as platforms for member states to adopt 
shared rules. The IMF and the WTO, in particular, 
have acquired some real regulatory authority in 
macroeconomic and trade policy, respectively.

Domestic politics were largely eschewed in 
establishing and sustaining these international 
institutions. Though treasuries, central banks, 
and trade ministries, especially of the advanced 
countries, acted politically, they did so with very 
little public debate. Even today, the average 

citizen in the United States, France, or India 
knows little about what the WTO actually does.

In other words, the emergence of a global 
market is not embedded in any legitimacy-
conferring political process. Multilateral 
institutions are thus viewed as elitist, making 
them a political target. This is reminiscent of the 
European Union’s ‘democratic deficit’, which has 
fueled resistance to further integration.

In fact, resistance to global capitalism 
is also rampant and rising. In particular, US 
President Donald Trump espouses a kind of ‘go-
it-alone’ neo-nationalism. Far from deepening 
multilateral structures, he wants to dismantle 
them, dislodging the global market from the 
regulatory institutions in which it is already only 
weakly embedded. At both the national and 
international levels, Trump believes that the less 
regulation, the better.

The EU, meanwhile, pursues the opposite 
line. Despite the internal challenges it faces, it 
continues to try to regulate markets beyond 
national borders. This year alone, the European 
Commission has imposed over €5 billion ($5.8 
billion) in fines on Alphabet Inc., Google’s 
parent company, and Qualcomm for breaching 
antitrust restrictions. And with its General 
Data Protection Regulation, the EU has sought 
to tighten restrictions on the use, sharing, and 
control of personal data. Because the EU has 
such a large market, such actions have a far-
reaching impact. But when it comes to setting 
truly international standards, the EU obviously 
falls short. This has become all the more 
true with figures like Trump actively working 
against its efforts and espousing deregulation 
at a time when the level of global economic 
interconnectedness demands just the opposite.

Allowing major multinational companies, 
which are already reaping massive profits and 
crowding smaller players out of entire industries, 
to avoid paying much tax does far-reaching 
damage, not least by exacerbating inequality and 
weakening public budgets. But such firms can be 
regulated effectively only through multilateral 
cooperation. Likewise, the only way to make any 
headway on combating the effects of climate 
change is for all countries to work together.

The realities of today’s global economy 
demand that we make multilateral institutions 
work. That means not only increasing the 
clout of existing institutions — here, reform 
is a prerequisite — but also establishing new 
institutions, such as a Global Competition 
Authority. None of this will be possible without 
a real global political debate.

Of course, the emergence of a global politics 
has far-reaching potential implications for 
traditional ideas about democracy, not to 
mention national sovereignty. At the same 
time, however, allowing the global market to 
function without adapted regulation, enacted 
by legitimate and effective international 
institutions, would amount to abandoning the 
essence of democracy. The challenge ahead 

When it comes to democracy, 
national sovereignty, and 

globalization, we can have any 
two, but never all three.

-  Dani Rodrik
Harvard economist 
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Former Minister of Economic Affairs of Turkey 
and former Administrator for the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), is Senior Fellow at the 
Brookings Institution.

Global Politics for a Globalized Economy

has been presented by Harvard economist 
Dani Rodrik in the form of a trilemma: when it 
comes to democracy, national sovereignty, and 
globalization, we can have any two, but never 
all three. Rodrik advocates less globalization 
and more democracy. Nationalists like Trump 
prefer strengthening the nation-state, in 
ways that could weaken both democracy and 
globalization, at least in the longer term.

In the medium term, however, further 
globalization seems unavoidable, meaning 
that it is the nation-state, and national politics, 
that must be constrained. One way to lend 

legitimacy to the new global politics would be 
to ensure that it is grounded at the local level. 
This will require local political leaders to adopt 
a narrative that explains how global problems 
impact their constituents. Climate change is a 
successful example of this form of localized 
global politics.

Whatever institutional arrangements are 
chosen, ensuring that a new global politics 
strengthens, rather than undermines, 
democracy is the central political challenge 
of the twenty-first century. We can no longer 
afford to shy away from it.



PAKISTAN
INDEPENDENCE
14TH AUGUST

Pakistan Independence Day.  We feel extremely gratified to be a Pakistani.  

We solemnly pray for Pakistan’s safety and unanimity.  Let us make sincere efforts in 
adding to Pakistan’s progress towards its reputation and economic growth.  Pakistan is a 
gift from Allah and we all must sacrifice every dim & nickel and our lives for it. 

Let us strengthen our new government to increase production, accelerate our exports, 
reduce imports and depend more on our Pakistani products.  Let us help the government 
to improve law and order situation and promise ourselves to respect country’s rules and 
regulations.  Let us be a wonderful nation with new image of Pakistan.

Hafiz Muhammad Shabbir
Director - Pakistan Business Center - Kuwait
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Huawei overtook Apple and moved up into 
second place in market share of worldwide 

smartphone shipments in second-quarter of 
2018 according to data from industry analyst 
IDC. The company shipped over 54 million 
handsets in the second quarter compared to 
the 41.3 million iPhones that Apple sold. Both 
contenders are still a long way from smartphone 
leader Samsung that sold 73 million units in the 
second-quarter. 

“The arrival of Huawei in the second position 
marks the first quarter since 2Q10 where Apple 
has not been the number one or two smartphone 
company in terms of market share,” IDC said in 

its press release.
According to IDC’s figures, Q2 market share 

breaks down as follows: Samsung had 20.9 
percent, Huawei had 15.8 (a new record for the 
company), and Apple had 12.1 percent share. 
Xiaomi and Oppo rounded out the top-five list. 
Apple is expected to release as many as three 
new iPhone models in September, so Huawei’s 
time in the second-place spot might be short-
lived.

But the big jump — an increase of 41 percent 
in shipments for Huawei year over year — was 
driven in large part by the company’s Honor 
brand. IDC says Honor phones accounted for 

two thirds of the near 16 million jump that 
Huawei made in the quarter. Nearly 4 million 
Honor devices were shipped outside China.

 Even on the more premium side, Huawei 
fared very well, with the P20 and P20 Pro 
drawing “strong demand” throughout the 
quarter. Huawei led market share in China and 
accounted for 27 percent of shipments there. 

Huawei’s jump to second position comes 
despite it being an insignificant player in the 
vast US mobile market. Concerns over Chinese 
government spying have derailed the company’s 
hopes of growing its business and partnering 
with major carriers in the US. 

Huawei overtakes Apple in market share

Blockchains 
begin 

impacting 
businesses

Blockchains are unobtrusively 
impacting lives of ordinary 

people who may not even be aware 
of the technology that they use on 
a daily basis. The technology, which 
first emerged around ten years ago 
to protect digital cryptocurrencies 
like Bitcoin, is today being used by 
companies in a wide range of sectors 
for other types of deal-flow.

The concept behind blockchain 
technology is that it automatically 
records an official and tamperproof 
account of digital transactions. That 
information is then accessible online 
to the public, giving buyers the 
ability to verify the claim online, as 
opposed to merely trusting the label 
on the product. The technology also 
cuts out the middle-man, so that 
third-parties like banks or lawyers, 
do not need to be paid to process or 
validate agreements.

Governments are also 
increasingly adopting 

blockchain technology to ensure safe 
and corruption-free transactions. 
In the UAE, the government is 
going ahead with plans to convert 
50 percent of all its government 
transactions to blockchain as part 
of its Strategy 2021. This is expected 
to result in cost savings of around 
US$3 billion annually and reduce 
labor time by 77 million hours each 
year.

Blockchain also threatens 
to disrupt the MENA region’s 
remittance industry and change 
the way that money is sent back 
home by millions of expatriates 
in the region. With blockchain 
certifying these transactions 
automatically, the fees commonly 
charged by bank intermediaries 
will completely disappear. Some 
experts forecast that this could 
one day render financial institutions 
unrecognizable.

India-based ride-hailing company 
Ola has announced plans to 

expand to the UK, which will become 
its first market in Europe. 

Ola, which was founded in 2010 
and it covers over 110 cities in India, 
ventured overseas for the first time 
when it launched in Australia earlier 
this year.

 The company, which hopes to 
challenge industry-leader Uber and 
other cab-hailing apps, is hoping 
to use the move into the UK as a 
springboard for entering Europe. 
The company has raised around $3 
billion from investors that include 

SoftBank, the Chinese duo Tencent 
and Didi Chuxing, and DST Global. It 
was last valued at $7 billion. 

Though Ola’s UK service has not 

gone live still, the company said it 
will “soon” begin offering licensed 
taxi and private hire bookings 
initially in South Wales and Greater 

Manchester. Ola plans to expand 
that coverage nationwide before 
the end of this year. The move into 
the UK will mean Ola will be taking 
on the likes of Uber, which has been 
struggling to get its act rolling in 
London. 

Uber’s gung-ho attitude to 
business — ‘launch first, apologize 
later’ — has seen it run into issues 
with regulators. It is only recently 
that Uber won a provisional 15-month 
transport license for London after 
the city’s transportation regulator, 
Transport for London (TfL), rejected 
an earlier application.

Ola heads to Europe, takes on Uber

Samsung builds memory 
chips with better battery life

Thin phones may be the trend for high-end 
smartphones, but thin phones are often not 
compatible with long battery life.  Last week, Samsung 
announced that it has begun mass production of 
its latest memory chips for “next-gen flagship” 
smartphones, which are designed to address battery 
drain through improved efficiency.

Samsung’s second-generation 10nm class 16Gb LPDDR4X 
(Low Power, Double Data Rate, 4X) Mobile DRAM chip 
achieves the current 4,266 Mbps data rate seen in flagship 
smartphones, but does so with a power decrease that is up 
to 10 percent.

Things get even more interesting when Samsung 
combines the chips, creating an 8GB LPDDR4X mobile 
DRAM package by using four of the 10nm-class 16Gb 
LPDDR4X DRAM chips (16Gb=2GB). That might look like 
a lot of inscrutable text, but the result is a package that is 
more energy efficient overall and 20 percent slimmer than 
the current design.

The new energy-efficient chip “should first hit the 
market late this year or the first part of 2019,” said Sewon 
Chun, senior vice president of memory sales & marketing 
at Samsung Electronics. This move is a major change in 
Samsung’s chip lineup because it involves a 70 percent 
expansion in production. The new memory chips should 
arrive just in time for the new wave of Galaxy flagships — 
but probably not the Note 9 coming later this month.

Meanwhile, it has been reported that 
with the release of the latest version 

of Chrome, Google will begin marking all 
unencrypted websites as insecure. The 
change will apply equally to all HTTP sites, 
which will now display a ‘Not Secure’ image 
in the address bar. HTTPS-enabled sites will 
be unaffected by the change.

First announced in February, Chrome’s 
design shift is the latest move in a 
multipronged push by Google for more 
encryption on the web. Login sites have 
displayed similar ‘not secure’ warnings 
since 2016, with gradually escalating alarms 
for expired certificates. 

Google has also subtly boosted HTTPS-
enabled sites in search rankings since 2014, 

a significant incentive for webmasters to 
adopt the protection.

HTTPS is a form of web encryption that 
secures the connection between the user 
and the sites they visit. 

Websites and ad networks served 
without encryption are vulnerable to 
malware injection, a common tactic for 
low-level cybercriminals.

HTTPS certificates and protocols are 
widely available — and often free of charge. 
That availability has spurred greater 
adoption in recent years. Google’s own 
HTTPS statistics show that 84 percent 
of pages loaded by US Chrome users are 
currently encrypted, compared to just 47 
percent in July 2015.

Chrome marks unencrypted
websites as insecure
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Slavery that left an inedible pockmark on 
human history did not end with its abolition 

in the 19th century, it continues unabated 
around the world in various contemporary 
forms, shows a new survey on global slavery.

The Global Slavery Index 2018, compiled by 
the international human-rights group, Walk 
Free Foundation, in association with the United 
Nations’ International Labor Organization 
(ILO) and the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), reveals that in 2016 there were 
more than 40 million people living in modern 
slavery worldwide. 

Of the total enslaved more than 66 percent 
(over 26 million) were in the Asia-Pacific region, 
with nearly one-third of them living in India 
alone. An overwhelming 71 percent of people in 
bondage, or around 29 million, were women and 
girls; and, one in four of the victims of slavery, 
over 10 million, were children between the ages 
of 5 and 15.

With regard specifically to this region, the 
global slavery index reveals that among the 
tens of millions of migrants living in the six 
Gulf countries of Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Oman, there 
have been many documented cases of contract 
violations and exploitation of human rights. 
This was often facilitated by unscrupulous 
recruitment agents working in cohort with local 
citizens, and using the sponsorship (khafala) 
system prevailing in the region, to enslave 
migrant workers, especially domestic workers.

The Index also found that female migrants 
were sometimes duped to the region under 
the pretext of sham marriages and then forced 
into sexual exploitation or domestic servitude. 
Enslaved domestic workers often experience 
excessive work hours, low wages, physical abuse 
and restriction of movement, as well as the 
withholding of their passports. 

Some employers disgracefully justify these 
actions by claiming that withholding passports 
and other documents is the only way to ensure 
that the workers will honor their contracts. 
However, what they fail to realize, or deliberately 
ignore, is that any contract which involves the 
use of force, whether explicit or implicit, is a 
form of modern slavery. Incidentally, the Global 

Slavery Index for 2018 also shows that the 
weakest response to modern slavery, relative to 
a country’s GDP, came from governments in five 
countries, Hong Kong, Singapore, Brunei, Qatar 
and sadly, Kuwait.

Slavery, arising from one person’s desire to 
dominate another and to treat them as chattel 
has been with mankind since ancient times. The 
history of cultures across continents is replete 

with instances of subjugation of people from 
one sect or tribe by another. 

In many places, including across Europe 
and in the Americas, slaves were historically 
considered as de jure property that could be 
bought, owned, sold and bequeathed at the 
discretion of the slave-owner. This led to the 
flourishing transatlantic slave trade from 
Africa to Europe and America that began in 

the 16th century and continued well into the 
19th century.

Although slavery is condemned and outlawed 
universally today, the primal human instinct 
to prevail over another continues to exist in 
various pernicious forms. Contemporary slavery 
is no longer about yoking humans as a form of 
property, it is more about exploiting the poverty 
and weaknesses of others and controlling 
their lives and livelihood. The Global Slavery 
Index categorizes slavery under two broad 
forms — forced labor and forced marriages. 
In 2016, an estimated 25 million people were 
in forced labor, while 15 million were in forced 
marriage relationships. The majority of those 
in forced labor — around 16 million — were 
being exploited in the private sector, such as in 
domestic work, construction, agriculture and 
other industries. Another five million were in 
forced sexual exploitation, and a little over four 
million, or 16 percent of the total, were in forced 
labor imposed by repressive states. 

Of the total forced into marriages, 6.5 million 
cases had occurred in the past 5 years (2012-2016) 
and the remainder had taken place prior to this 
period but continued into it. Some 37 percent of 
this total, or around 5.6 million of those forced 
into marriages were children.

The slavery survey found that in most forced 
marriages, the girl being wedded off had no say in 
her marriage and was usually traded in exchange 
for money, favors, or to fulfill family obligations. 
In forced labor, people were coerced to work 
against their free will from fear of punishment, 
by threats to their lives and that of loved ones, 
or to repay insurmountable debts.

Modern slavery usually occurs in places 
where law and order breaks-down, where 
enforcement of law is weak, and where 
corruption is rife. It also happens when certain 
groups in society remain outside the purview of 
labor laws, such as illegal migrants, temporary 
laborers and domestic workers. More than 
anything else, contemporary slavery exists 
because poverty exists. When a person is 
sinking in abject poverty they will tend to grasp 
at any offer of help, no matter how dubious 
or dehumanizing the offer is. This human 
tragedy arising from the desire to pull oneself 
out from the quagmire of impoverishment, is 
readily exploited by the modern-day slave-

drivers. Slavery raises its ugly head whenever 
and wherever poverty, crises, conflicts or 
autocratic rule tends to prevail. It exists in the 
battle-fields and refugee camps of Africa and 
West-Asia, it exists in the fields and factories 
of South- and East-Asia, in the global supply-
chains of multinational firms, in the brothels 
of Eastern Europe and in secretive gulags of 
authoritarian states. The Slavery Index shows 
that contemporary slavery occurs blatantly in 
poor developing countries in the Asia-Pacific 
region (66%), in sub-Saharan Africa (13.6%), 
as well as in the Middle-East and North Africa 
(6.7%), and the Eurasian region (6.1%). 

But it also exists covertly in the Americas and 
in Western Europe, where 7.4 percent of total 
enslaved globally are found. A legion of silent 
migrant laborers numbering in the hundreds of 
thousands are exploited across the developed 
world each day. These workers, often provided 
by inhumane human traffickers, work in various 
industries, including the hospitality, agriculture, 
construction and cleaning industries, and 
as domestic workers. The hospitality and 
leisure sector include hotels, restaurants and 
entertainment venues, as well as in the seedier 
side of hospitality such as in the sex trade. 

In addition to providing women and girls for 
sexual exploitation, human traffickers provide 
temporary migrant workers for seasonal work 
on farms and in the agriculture, cleaning and 
construction industries in the United States; for 
chicken farms and for the food processing and 
packing industry in the United Kingdom. Migrant 
workers are also forced into the sex industry and 
as domestic workers in France, and as laborers 
on the tomato farms of Spain, among other 
places in Europe and the Americas.

The global index of contemporary slavery 
reveals the deep-seated discrimination and 
inequalities that continue to exist in the world, 
it also exposes the general public’s shocking 
apathy to this exploitation. This has to stop, and 
we all have a role to play in changing this reality 
– government, business, civil society and every 
one of us, including you and me.

The 18th century slavery abolitionist,  William 
Wilberforce, once said, “You may choose to look 
the other way, but you can never say again that 
you did not know” . You too, can now never say 
that you did not know.

Shameful slavery 
in modern societies

In some situations — clothes, food, 
smartphones, jewelry and other 

consumer goods may bear, wittingly or 
unwittingly, the traces of exploitation. 

Gleaming new skyscrapers may owe 
some of their shine to the sweat of 

bonded laborers

– António Guterres
UN Secretary-General




