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Contracts worth over $4.6 billion awarded
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International fashion 
week in Kuwait city

Models walked the runway in beautiful designs created by 
International, regional and local designers at the Kuwait 

International Fashion Week held from 7 to 11 May at Al Hamra Business 
tower. Beautiful wedding dresses, evening wear, and Kuwaiti Abayas 
among other styles were part of the designer collections on display.  

With oil price hovering in the 
US$50 to $55 range and the 

government remaining committed 
to its development plan, the projects 
pipeline in Kuwait has witnessed 
sustained capital spending on 
infrastructure contracts since early 
January. In the first-quarter of 2017, 
the government awarded projects 
worth $4.6 billion, with a further $20 

billion worth of contracts likely to be 
awarded in the latter half of this year.

According to a report by the 
National Bank of Kuwait, the country’s 
top commercial bank, although the 
oil sector continued to dominate the 
contracts awarded in the first quarter, 
a significant portion of projects were 
also awarded in the housing sector.

The oil sector witnessed eight 

projects, worth a combined total 
of $2.2 billion, being awarded in the 
first-quarter of 2017, including the 
$1.3 billion Kuwait Oil Company’s 
Gathering Center 32 project, which 
was awarded to Petrofac. Work 
on Gathering Center 32, which is 
expected to commence soon and 
is slated to be completed by mid-
2020, will have the capacity to 
produce about 120,000 barrels per 
day of oil and will be the first sour 
gathering center to be developed in 
the Burgan field.

KOC awarded another three 
projects pertaining to water 
facilities at Gathering Centers in the 
south, south-east and east of the 
country. The three contracts, which 
averaged $225 million each, are 
expected to be completed between 
the fourth-quarter of 2019 and first-
quarter of 2020.

The report from the country’s 
top lender also showed that China 
Gezhouba Group won the $708 
million contract for the second of 
four infrastructure contracts in South 
Mutlaa city, a strategic development 
plan project by the Public Authority 
of Housing Welfare (PAHW). The 
project is scheduled to be completed 
by March 2019.

Continued on Page 13

 H.H. the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, and 

the President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, inaugurated Kuwait’s $4.34 
new passenger terminal project. 
The landmark project is being built 
by the Turkey-based construction 
company Limak Insaat and local 
construction firm Kharafi National. 

The duo won the deal in 2015, 
after offering the lowest bid price of 
KD1.312 billion dinars for the work. 
Once the expansion is complete, 
the airport will have the capacity 
to handle 25 million passengers per 
year and accommodate all aircraft 
types through 51 gates and stands.

   Abdulrahman  Al Mutawa, the 
Kuwaiti Minister of Public Works, 
said: “This project is designed to 
handle 25 million passengers a year 
and is scalable for an additional 25 
million in the future.

"In addition, the airport will 
include solar panels placed on the 
roof to generate enough energy to 
power 10 percent of the terminal’s 
electricity consumption making it one 
of the best airports in the world once 
construction is completed." Air traffic 
at Kuwait International has increased 
by 10 percent annually in the last 10 
years with the number of passengers 
reaching 12 million in 2016.

Kuwait begins work on new 
passenger terminal
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This week, Chinese President Xi Jinping will 
host a summit for many of the leaders of the 

65 countries engaged in his “one belt, one road” 
(OBOR) initiative, a pioneering program that will 
channel billions of investment dollars toward 
infrastructure projects across Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. Despite a strong economic case for the 
project, reactions have been mixed.

The main impulse driving the OBOR initiative 
is physical connectivity: efficient infrastructure 
enhances productivity, fosters investment, and 
lowers the costs of trade. With effective channels 
for the exchange of goods and well-connected 
information networks, growth accelerates, 
economic opportunity increases, and inequality 
narrows.

The good news is that such infrastructure can 
be built in an efficient and cost-effective manner. 
The key is cooperative efforts that exploit each 
country’s respective comparative advantage, be 
it capital, technological know-how, logistical or 
construction capabilities, raw materials, or even 
industrial goods. Such an approach can jumpstart 

development in low-income countries, and help 
emerging economies bypass the dreaded middle-
income trap.

But making physical connectivity work requires 
not only massive amounts of funding; policy 
coordination and regulatory harmonization are 
necessary as well. In the short term, infrastructure 
investment can be impeded by significant political, 
sovereign, and financial risks.

For starters, there is the risk that political 
leaders will prioritize short-term interests above a 
long-term vision. For example, they may try to win 
votes with reductions in road tolls or water tariffs, 
causing otherwise good infrastructure projects to 
produce net losses. They may also lack motivation 
to raise funds for big projects, unless those efforts 

would translate into actual votes. It does not help 
that many countries are also grappling with public 
debt, which makes it difficult for them to borrow 
from multilateral development institutions. With 
limited fiscal space, governments might need 
to resort to levying taxes – a politically difficult 
solution – to pursue infrastructure investment. 
They might also have to reduce investment in 
other critical areas, like education, health, or 
environmental protection.

Private investors, for their part, may be neither 
willing nor able to hold illiquid assets for the 
entire gestation and construction process. That 
process is long in the best of times; in developing 
countries with weak institutional capabilities, it is 
often drawn out substantially, creating massive 

additional costs. Many national authorities 
are attempting to address this by improving 
governance and providing an enabling environment 
for infrastructure investment, including by 
promoting public-private partnerships. But 
successes have been far and few between.

China sees all of this. It recognizes the urgency 
with which developing countries need investments 
in roads, railroads, power plants and grids, 
airports, and seaports, as well as the challenges 
they face in securing them. And it is well aware of 
the potential benefits of connectivity, particularly 
if it extends beyond the Asia-Pacific region.

Since introducing the OBOR initiative, China 
has often been accused of attempting to wrest 
greater control over the developing world, and 
even to replace the United States as the dominant 
global superpower. Some, pointing to the 
historical record, warn of the “Thucydides Trap”: 
a rising power will eventually try to challenge 
an established one. But such warnings overlook 
a crucial lesson of that record: the challenges 
almost always end badly. China is well aware of 
how the Thucydides Trap has ensnared both the 
dominant power and the challenger, even after the 
challenger might seem to have won. This has not, 
however, stopped politicians from stoking fears 
about China and the OBOR initiative.

Sri Lanka is a case in point. Until recently, it 
had welcomed – and even sought – infrastructure 
investment from China. When politicians began 
to attempt to win support by sowing doubts 
about China’s intentions, however, the prevailing 
mood vis-à-vis China turned from appreciation 
to indignation. Those politicians then accepted 
financial support from the US and India, but that 
money never came.

Continued on Page 4
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China’s Not-So-Cruel Intentions

Keyu Jin       
Keyu Jin, a professor of economics at the London 
School of Economics, is a World Economic Forum 
Young Global Leader and a member of the 
Richemont Group Advisory Board.
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Performance for the passionate: Nikon 
D7500 is ready to exceed expectations for 

photographers geared up to hone their craft
New DSLR leverages its award-winning D7000 

series pedigree, while introducing advanced 
imaging technologies in a lighter, compact body 
to keep up with a photographer’s adventures 

Middle East and Africa – Designed to fuel 
the passions of photographers is the new Nikon 
D7500, announced today by Nikon Middle 
East FZE. Nikon’s newest DX-format DSLR 
combines the performance of class-leading 
DSLR photography with outstanding agility and 

operability, creating endless possibilities for core 
photography enthusiasts and those on a quest to 
perfect their craft. 

D7500 Primary Features
• Expressive, professional video in 4K: Ultra-

high quality, bold and sumptuous video 
content of the Northern Lights or the urban 
landscape of a bustling concrete jungle can 
be created with support for 4K UHD video in 
2160/30p format for both regular5 and time-
lapse formats. Users looking to record longer 
videos and produce short films are able 
to simultaneously record files on external 
HDMI-compatible devices as uncompressed 
data, and the DSLR’s own memory card. 
Sharing and viewing of videos on smart 

devices is also made more seamless with the 
option to write files in MP4/AAC format.

• Image quality that defies limitations: With 
the new D7500, photographers are able to 
push their cameras to the limit in challenging 
shooting environments. Go out to the deserts, 
explore the vast tropical forests and its flora 
and fauna, and capture images of vibrant 
true-to-life colours, thanks to the updated 
Nikon DX-format 20.9-megapixel CMOS 
sensor and a high-performance EXPEED 5 
image-processing engine. High-definition 
image quality with minimised noise, even in 
low-light environments, is maintained with 
an ISO range up to 512001 . 

To aid photographers experimenting with new 
aesthetic styles, the camera automatically 
recognises and analyses each shooting scene and 
adjusts accordingly when the new Auto Picture 
Control option is selected. When this option is 
enabled, the DSLR intelligently determines the 
optimal colour adjustment by fine-tuning the 
tone curve, colour and sharpness, within the 
camera, delivering consistency across multiple 
images taken with continuous shooting. This 
allows for softer skin depiction in timeless 
portraits and an enhanced contrast for vibrant 
landscapes. 

The D7500 also incorporates flicker reduction 
for still images which reduces exposure variations 
under flickering light sources.

• Life in the fast lane: The tracking and capture 
of subjects in movement has also been made 
easier with an array of new features that 
ensure speed and precision. A 51-point AF 
system and high-speed continuous shooting 
at up to approximately 8fps3 help to ensure 
those spontaneous action moments of 
a marathon or a surfer’s wave, are never 
missed. For photographers looking for greater 
freedom and creative control, the D7500 has 
the ability to shoot up to 50 shots2 in 14- bit 
lossless compressed RAW, with extended 
buffer capacity. This speed is accompanied 
by a 180K-pixel RGB sensor, also found in 
the D500, which supports an Advanced 
Scene Recognition System for improved face 
detection performance for auto-area AF and 

enhanced subject acquisition performance 
for group-area AF and 3D tracking. To 
prevent blown-out highlights, the new option 
for highlight-weighted metering6 is also 
available.

• Processes made easy: Expanded multiple 
exposure options and in-camera RAW 
processing options are now available as new 
features. Individual images and composition 
or partially overlaid images that make up a 
multiple exposure shot can be previewed 
while shooting, with the option to save 
all or selected images to be combined on 
a computer after shooting. The enhanced 
multiple exposure also simplifies the image 
creation process by providing the option to 
delete or retake the last image.

• Keeping up with the travels: For photographers 
on the move, convenient handling and greater 

manoeuvrability are provided from a slimmer 
and lighter DSLR body of approximately 
720g7 . The camera’s lightweight and slim 
form is ergonomically designed with a deeper 
handgrip that is both comfortable and secure 
to hold for hands of all sizes, especially during 
handheld shooting without a tripod. This is 
due to the adoption of a monocoque body 
structure, which reduces both size and weight 
without sacrificing durability or strength.

• Convenient connectivity: Equipped with 
support for SnapBridge4 , photographers 
are able to remain conveniently connected 
to their smart devices. Built-in Wi-Fi® and 
Bluetooth® enable the continuous transfer8 
of images and video files to a paired smart 
device9 via the SnapBridge mobile application 
for on-the-go social sharing. SnapBridge 
also provides a suite of additional functions, 
such as remote shooting, automatic update 
of camera’s time and location information, 
embedding of credit information, reception 
of firmware updates as well as automatic 
uploads and cloud storage on NIKON IMAGE 
SPACE 10 .

Availability
The D7500 will be available from June 2017 with 
the AF-S DX NIKKOR 18-140mm f/3.5-5.6G ED VR 
lens. For more information on the new D7500, 
and other Nikon products, please visit 

http://m.mydslrlearningkw.com/
http://instagram.com/nikonmea
https://www.facebook.com/NikonMEA/

Nikon 100 Year 
Anniversary Since 
the company was 
established in 1917, 
Nikon has cultivated 
its status as a 
pioneer of optical 
technologies in 
Japan and overseas. Guided by our corporate 
philosophy of “Trustworthiness and Creativity,” 
we provide a wide range of technologies, 
products and services globally by harnessing 
our advanced technologies, the core of which 
encompasses opto-electronics and precision 
technologies. We are proud to celebrate our 
100th anniversary in 2017.
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To secure a low-carbon future and 
begin to address the challenge of 

climate change, the world needs more 
investment in renewable energy. So 
how do we get there? No system of 
power production is perfect, and 
even “green” power projects, given 
their geographic footprint, must be 
managed carefully to mitigate “energy 
sprawl” and the associated effects on 
landscapes, rivers, and oceans.

Hydropower offers one of the 
clearest examples of how the location 
of renewable energy infrastructure 
can have unintended consequences. 
Dam-generated electricity is 
currently the planet’s largest source 
of renewable energy, delivering 
about twice as much power as all 
other renewables combined. Even 
with massive expansion in solar and 
wind power projects, most forecasts 
assume that meeting global climate 
mitigation goals will require at least a 
50% increase in hydropower capacity 
by 2040.

Despite hydropower’s promise, 
however, there are significant economic 
and ecological consequences to 
consider whenever dams are installed. 
Barriers that restrict the flow of water 
are particularly disruptive to inland 

fisheries, for example. More than 
six million tons of fish are harvested 
annually from river basins with 
projected hydropower development. 
Without proper planning, these 
projects could jeopardize a key source 
of food and income generation for 
more than 100 million people.

Consequences like these are not 
always apparent when countries plan 
dams in isolation. In many parts of 
Asia, Latin America, and Sub-Saharan 
Africa, hydropower is an important 
source of energy and economic 
development. But free-flowing rivers 
are also essential to the health of 
communities, local economies, and 
ecosystems. By some estimates, 
if the world completes all of the 
dam projects currently underway or 
planned without mitigation measures, 
the resulting infrastructure would 
disrupt 300,000 kilometers (186,411 
miles) of free-flowing rivers – a length 
equivalent to seven trips around the 
planet.

There is a better way. By taking a 
system-scale approach – looking at 
dams in the context of an entire river 

basin, rather than on a project-by-
project basis – we can better anticipate 
and balance the environmental, 
social, and economic effects of any 
single project, while at the same 
time ensuring that a community’s 
energy needs are met. The Nature 
Conservancy has pioneered such a 
planning approach – what we call 
“Hydropower by Design” – to help 
countries realize the full value within 
their river basins.

Even one dam changes the physical 
attributes of a river basin. Multiplied 
through an entire watershed, the 
impact is magnified. 

Hydropower projects planned 
in isolation not only often cause 
more environmental damage than 
necessary; they often fail to achieve 
their maximum strategic potential 
and may even constrain future 
economic opportunities.

As a result, even dams that meet 
their power-generation goals may 
fail to maximize the long-term value 
of other water-management services 
such as flood control, navigation, and 
water storage. Our research shows 

that these services add an estimated 
$770 billion annually to the global 
economy. Failure to design dams to 
their fullest potential, therefore, 
carries a significant cost.

In the past, some developers have 
been resistant to this sort of strategic 
planning, believing that it would 
cause delays and be expensive to 
implement. But, as the Conservancy’s 
latest report – The Power of Rivers: 
A Business Case – demonstrates, 
accounting for environmental, social, 
and economic risks up front can 
minimize delays and budget overruns 
while reducing the possibility of 
lawsuits. More important, for 
developers and investors, employing 
a holistic or system-wide approach 
leverages economies of scale in dam 
construction.

The financial and development 
benefits of such planning enable 
the process to pay for itself. Our 
projections show that projects 
sited using a Hydropower by Design 
approach can meet their energy 
objectives, achieve a higher average 
rate of return, and reduce adverse 

effects on environmental resources. 
With nearly $2 trillion of investment 
in hydropower anticipated between 
now and 2040, the benefits of smarter 
planning represent significant value.

System-scale hydropower planning 
does not require builders to embrace 
an entirely new process. Instead, 
governments and developers can 
integrate principles and tools into 
existing planning and regulatory 
processes. Similar principles are being 
applied to wind, solar, and other 
energy sources with large geographic 
footprints.

Completing the transition to a 
low-carbon future is perhaps the 
preeminent challenge of our time, and 
we won’t succeed without expanding 
renewable-energy production. In 
the case of hydropower, if we plan 
carefully using a more holistic 
approach, we can meet global goals 
for clean energy while protecting 
some 100,000 kilometers of river that 
would otherwise be disrupted. But if 
we don’t step back and see the whole 
picture, we will simply be trading one 
problem for another. 

Giulio Boccaletti  
Chief Strategy Officer and Global 

Managing Director for Water at The 

Nature Conservancy.

ISSUES

Even one dam changes 
the physical attributes of 
a river basin. Multiplied 

through an entire 
watershed, the impact 

is magnified. 
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Today, Sri Lanka’s government has little 
choice but to rekindle its relationship with China. 
Fortunately for Sri Lanka – and other OBOR 
participants – China’s intentions are far from 
malicious. Its real goal is to lead an inclusive and 
cooperative integration process that benefits all 
participants.

And, in fact, China may well be the best-
equipped country for the job. In the US, a 
major infrastructure upgrade is long overdue, 

with politics, among other factors, impeding 
progress. By contrast, China has, in the words 
of Jeffrey D. Sachs, “proved itself highly effective 
at building large and complex infrastructure” 
that “complements industrial capital” and has 
“attracted foreign private-sector capital and 
technology.”

Of course, China may be accused of advancing 
its own agenda for any action that it takes abroad. 
And, to some extent, such accusations would be 
true, just as they are whenever a global power 
intervenes abroad, whatever the motivation. 

The US-led Marshall Plan was aimed not just at 
supporting the reconstruction of Western Europe 
after World War II, but also at reviving markets 
for US exports and containing the Soviet Union.

This is not to say that China could not have 
done anything better in pursuing the OBOR 
initiative. On the contrary, it could have been 
more effective in making the economic case for 
physical connectivity. 

And Chinese companies could have taken 
more care to understand and appreciate 
local customs and cultures, thereby avoiding 

unnecessary tensions with local people, as well 
as to ensure environmental sustainability.

But these lapses are fixable – and are being 
addressed, both by Xi’s administration and 
Chinese companies investing overseas. The bigger 
challenge lies in creating a designated institution 
to coordinate the many OBOR initiatives. On this 
front, success will be possible only if countries 
avoid allowing politics to cloud their judgment. 
There is no defense for rejecting an economically 
sensible global initiative just because China is the 
one leading it.

China’s Not-So-Cruel Intentions
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If all else fails, try the previously unthinkable. 
It is not a bad principle for economic policy in 

the best of times. Today, it may be just what is 
needed: many Western countries – certainly the 
United States, Japan, and Germany, probably the 
United Kingdom, and soon much of the rest of 
the eurozone – should pursue direct government 
intervention in wage bargaining, especially for 
the lowest earners.

Japan has spent the last 15 years struggling 
with slow growth, anemic household demand 
(especially among poorer families), and rising 
inequality and poverty. Similar conditions now 
prevail in the US as well; indeed, they helped 
Donald Trump to be elected president, by 
creating a sufficiently large group of what he 
quite reasonably called “forgotten Americans.” 
And before Trump’s victory, such conditions 
spurred the UK’s so-called “left behind” to vote 
for Brexit.

Without a sharp increase in wages – mainly 
statutory minimum wages – populism will 
continue to thrive, and most Western economies 
will remain saddled with slow growth. Inequality 
not just of income and wealth, but also of 
perceived political voice and influence, will 
continue to grow. And the temptation to pursue 
shortsighted solutions – such as closing borders 
and implementing protectionism – will become 
irresistible.

Yet the suggestion that governments should 
act directly to raise the price of lower-skilled 
labor is likely to be met with sharp intakes of 
breath and sotto voce comments that I must 
be mad. Don’t I know that 
higher minimum wages risk 
causing unemployment? 
Haven’t I heard of the “rise of 
the robots” and the growing 
power of automation, more 
generally, to destroy jobs? 
Don’t I believe in market 
solutions?

The answer to all three 
questions is “yes.” But 
policies need to be tailored 
to conditions, and they need 
to reflect choices between 
the competing interests of 
different groups. (Indeed, that 
is the whole point of politics.) 
And current conditions, 
together with the interests 
of the “left behind,” indicate 
that the once-unthinkable 
has become essential, if not 
inevitable.

The main reason why 
governments are leery of 
intervening in wage setting 
is the memory of the failed 
wage and price controls during 
the period of high inflation in 
the 1970s – controls that gave 
rise to large and troublesome distortions. But a 
second, more current reason relates to lobbying 
from businesses, which argue that corporate 
competitiveness depends on cheap labor. 
Governments also have their own self-interest to 
consider: the public sector often employs a lot of 
minimum-wage earners.

But it is time to take courage. Fiscal policy – 
cutting taxes or raising public spending – is too 

constrained by high government debt to be much 
use in stimulating demand, and attempts to use 
it to redistribute resources from rich to poor have 
created their own problems. Monetary policy – in 
particular, the vast money-printing “quantitative 
easing” programs pursued by central banks in 
recent years – has run out of space, too, with 
price inflation ticking up and central-bank 
balance sheets a record size. Wage intervention 
is virtually the only option left.

Moreover, the risks of raising the minimum 
wage are probably not as great as they have 
been made out to be – at least not now. To be 
sure, there are times when such wage increases 
can risk killing employment. But today is not 
one of those times: countries like the US, Japan, 

Germany, and the UK are at 
virtually full employment.

The risk in these 
countries is not the risk of 
rising unemployment, but 
stagnating wages, which has 
caused household demand to 
remain depressed or grow only 
sluggishly, thereby deterring 
businesses from investing. 
In the US, low wages at the 
bottom end of the labor 
market have discouraged 
millions of working-age 
individuals from even seeking 
employment. That certainly 
can help to reduce the official 
unemployment rate, but it 
does little for the economy.

The US federal minimum 
wage of $7.25 per hour is one-
third lower in real (inflation-
adjusted) terms than it was 
at its peak in 1968. Japan’s 
average statutory minimum 
wage of ¥823 ($7.40) per 
hour is barely higher. Even 
where the authorities have 
taken steps to raise minimum 
wages – the UK since last year, 

as well as US states like California and New York, 
which are targeting a $15 hourly minimum wage 
by 2020 – they are not moving fast or far enough. 
Japan is raising its minimum wage only slightly 
faster than inflation.

Inequality remains the scourge of our era, 
with the bargaining power of the lowest-skilled 
workers severely undermined by automation and 
developing-country competition. If “forgotten” 

Bill Emmott       
Bill Emmott, a former editor-in-chief of The 
Economist, is Chairman of the Wake Up 
Foundation.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

The Wages of Wage Fear

Inequality remains the 
scourge of our era, with 
the bargaining power of 

the lowest-skilled workers 
severely undermined 
by automation and 
developing-country 

competition.

VIEWPOINT

groups are not to be permanently left behind and 
alienated, governments must take bolder action.

In the 1960s, Japan’s “income doubling” 
plan helped it to develop a consumer economy. 
Perhaps the time has come to introduce a 
“minimum-wage doubling” plan, implemented 

over a few years, thus giving business the 
chance to adjust. For leaders who have received 
the financial support of the very rich and the 
electoral support of those left behind, such a 
plan would seem to be a political winner. Any 
interest, President Trump?
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For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 
http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

D n ng
IN KUWAIT

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at editor@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

Cereal Killer Café

Trapani Cincchetteria

Murouj Complex. Call 9887 9111.

Gulf Road ‘strip’ across from Seif Palace. Call, 2245 8292

Ahmed Al-Jaber Street, Kuwait City

Popular dish: Grilled Tenderloin steak topped with creamy balsamic 
rosemary sauce and grilled mushroom.

Brought to you by the creators 
behind Melenzane, this sister 

restaurant promises a taste of Italy 
with every bite. Named after the 
capital city of the Trapani province 
in Sicily, Trapani takes influences 
from parts of Italy as a whole, and 

incorporates those tastes with the 
palates of Kuwait’s locals to create 
fusion dishes to be enjoyed by all. 
Specializing in Italian-style tapas 
(cicchette), a trip to Trapani is a trip 
dedicated to sharing good stories and 
even better food.

Pizzetta

Popular dish: Roasted Portobello and cherry tomato pizza.

Popular dish: Collossal crunch cereal

W ith a name like Pizzetta you 
automatically think pizza. 

But get ready for a slight change and 
an eye opening experience. The inside 
utters simplicity with a tint of chic, 
a spice of rustic, and a dash of old 

school. Clean and comfortable, all 
their dishes are oven cooked and even 
the pizzas are prepared on a grill. As 
soft, funky music plays in the air, the 
smell of food from the kitchen will 
grab your attention. 

T his cereal-dedicated eatery 
from the UK is now open in 

Kuwait, and serves as the perfect hub 
to satisfy your love for the famous 
breakfast food. With a vast selection 
of different cereals from around the 
world, as well as different varieties 
of milk to top them off with, you will 
always be able to find your favorite 
cereal of choice. So start your day off 
right and pay them a visit.

Frozen vegetables are a convenient way to add produce 
to your daily diet. Frozen food companies package 

vegetables such as peas, carrots, beans, broccoli and corn 
when they are fresh, preserving them by deep freezing. 
Although they are just as nutritious as fresh, it is how you 
prepare them that affects their taste and nutrients. For 
instance, boiling them in water can reduce their water-
soluble vitamins. Cook them the right way to avoid mushy 
vegetables and add flavor with fresh or dried herbs.

The nutritional truth: Do not mistake the plastic 
packaging as a sign of less healthful ingredients. Frozen 
vegetables actually rival fresh ones in terms of nutrition, 
as they get picked and flash-frozen at peak ripeness when 
they are in a nutrient-rich state. In some cases, like when 
the produce must travel far distances, frozen products 
may even prove healthier, since vegetables continue to 
lose nutrients from the time they are picked to when you 
finally add them to your meal. Plus, frozen vegetables 
are preserved without additives, unlike their canned 
cousins. Some products do contain extra sugar, salt, and 
other ingredients, so be sure to check the labels before 
purchasing. 

Shopping advice: If you have not looked lately, the 
modern frozen aisle contains more than just peas and 
carrots. Today, you will find purple cauliflower florets, 
rainbow chard, artichokes, and okra, to name a few new 
arrivals. Many of these options also come pre-chopped 
and parboiled, meaning minimal preparation time for 
you. With all these options available, the question rises, 
when should you not buy frozen vegetables?

The answer is simple, stick with fresh options when the 
ingredient, like carrots or broccoli, are available fresh for 
most of the year - or when the vegetable is the star of a 
dish or you need a firmer structure. For one, you will be 
happier with the results, and they often prove just as easy 
to prepare and are equally budget-friendly.

Cooking advice: Depending on the vegetable and the 
recipe, thawing techniques will differ. But one rule holds 
true across the board: Do not boil. Boiling will add 
more moisture to the product, increasing chances of an 
unpleasant ‘mushy’ texture and the loss of water-soluble 
vitamins. So skip the boil and simply steam or microwave 
the vegetables with two tablespoons of water after 
thawing. For most recipes, you can even skip the thaw. 

Whether steaming or adding them to a cooked stew, 
use vegetables straight from the freezer to retain as 
much structure, color, and flavor as possible. When you 
add frozen vegetables to a dish in-progress, it is best to 
add them near the end of the cooking time to prevent 
them from breaking down too much. 

That being said, not all frozen vegetables can adapt to 
the same recipe. Some vegetables do best blended into the 
background of a dish; others easily spotlight in dips and 
stir fries; and a small group can take center stage on the 
plate. By following the guidelines below, you will be able to 
use frozen vegetables to the best of their abilities. Better 
yet, you will be able to skillfully swap them into recipes 
when you do not have the fresh stuff on hand. Here is what 
you need to know about incorporating frozen vegetables 

into different types of recipes:

Cold: Bite-sized items - like frozen corn, peas, bell pepper 
strips, green beans, and chopped artichoke hearts - only 
need a quick thaw or steam before they are ready for the 
plate. Mix with cooked grains or sturdy greens for a not-
sad desk lunch or toss with tangy dressing and let them 
stand on their own.

Crispy (and casseroled): Frozen asparagus, Brussels 
sprouts, broccoli florets, okra, butternut squash, 
and cauliflower tend to get a soggy feel when 
roasted or sautéed. It is best to lend them texture 
through breading and/or frying. When in doubt, use these 
ingredients in casseroles or gratins, or anything with a 
crispy coating.  

Baked: You can add almost any frozen vegetable 
to a frittata straight from the package. Or add them 
to muffins, savory pie fillings, or puffed pastry pinwheels.  

Mixed: Whether you choose meatballs, falafel, or gnocchi, 
most frozen vegetables do well when used as part of a 
patty. Give thawed or steamed ingredients, like spinach, 
sturdy greens, and florets, a fine chop by hand; for tougher 
items, like carrots and green beans, a quick whirl in the 
food processor is recommended. 

Swirled: Mix spinach, collard greens, chard, and kale with 
sour cream or yogurt for a quick and easy dip or blend with 
garlic and onions for a chunky pesto. 

Souped and stewed: Want a foolproof way to use frozen 
vegetables? Make a soup or stew. The tenderness of most 
thawed vegetables makes for better soup, especially 
for blended soups. When making textured soups, just 
remember to add frozen ingredients towards the end of 
the cooking time and not before.

Smashed: Forget the avocado and give butternut squash, 
carrots, and other ‘mushy’ frozen vegetables a chance. 

Cooking with 

frozen 
vegetables
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Frozen vegetables are a convenient way to add produce 
to your daily diet. Frozen food companies package 

vegetables such as peas, carrots, beans, broccoli and corn 
when they are fresh, preserving them by deep freezing. 
Although they are just as nutritious as fresh, it is how you 
prepare them that affects their taste and nutrients. For 
instance, boiling them in water can reduce their water-
soluble vitamins. Cook them the right way to avoid mushy 
vegetables and add flavor with fresh or dried herbs.

The nutritional truth: Do not mistake the plastic 
packaging as a sign of less healthful ingredients. Frozen 
vegetables actually rival fresh ones in terms of nutrition, 
as they get picked and flash-frozen at peak ripeness when 
they are in a nutrient-rich state. In some cases, like when 
the produce must travel far distances, frozen products 
may even prove healthier, since vegetables continue to 
lose nutrients from the time they are picked to when you 
finally add them to your meal. Plus, frozen vegetables 
are preserved without additives, unlike their canned 
cousins. Some products do contain extra sugar, salt, and 
other ingredients, so be sure to check the labels before 
purchasing. 

Shopping advice: If you have not looked lately, the 
modern frozen aisle contains more than just peas and 
carrots. Today, you will find purple cauliflower florets, 
rainbow chard, artichokes, and okra, to name a few new 
arrivals. Many of these options also come pre-chopped 
and parboiled, meaning minimal preparation time for 
you. With all these options available, the question rises, 
when should you not buy frozen vegetables?

The answer is simple, stick with fresh options when the 
ingredient, like carrots or broccoli, are available fresh for 
most of the year - or when the vegetable is the star of a 
dish or you need a firmer structure. For one, you will be 
happier with the results, and they often prove just as easy 
to prepare and are equally budget-friendly.

Cooking advice: Depending on the vegetable and the 
recipe, thawing techniques will differ. But one rule holds 
true across the board: Do not boil. Boiling will add 
more moisture to the product, increasing chances of an 
unpleasant ‘mushy’ texture and the loss of water-soluble 
vitamins. So skip the boil and simply steam or microwave 
the vegetables with two tablespoons of water after 
thawing. For most recipes, you can even skip the thaw. 

Whether steaming or adding them to a cooked stew, 
use vegetables straight from the freezer to retain as 
much structure, color, and flavor as possible. When you 
add frozen vegetables to a dish in-progress, it is best to 
add them near the end of the cooking time to prevent 
them from breaking down too much. 

That being said, not all frozen vegetables can adapt to 
the same recipe. Some vegetables do best blended into the 
background of a dish; others easily spotlight in dips and 
stir fries; and a small group can take center stage on the 
plate. By following the guidelines below, you will be able to 
use frozen vegetables to the best of their abilities. Better 
yet, you will be able to skillfully swap them into recipes 
when you do not have the fresh stuff on hand. Here is what 
you need to know about incorporating frozen vegetables 

into different types of recipes:

Cold: Bite-sized items - like frozen corn, peas, bell pepper 
strips, green beans, and chopped artichoke hearts - only 
need a quick thaw or steam before they are ready for the 
plate. Mix with cooked grains or sturdy greens for a not-
sad desk lunch or toss with tangy dressing and let them 
stand on their own.

Crispy (and casseroled): Frozen asparagus, Brussels 
sprouts, broccoli florets, okra, butternut squash, 
and cauliflower tend to get a soggy feel when 
roasted or sautéed. It is best to lend them texture 
through breading and/or frying. When in doubt, use these 
ingredients in casseroles or gratins, or anything with a 
crispy coating.  

Baked: You can add almost any frozen vegetable 
to a frittata straight from the package. Or add them 
to muffins, savory pie fillings, or puffed pastry pinwheels.  

Mixed: Whether you choose meatballs, falafel, or gnocchi, 
most frozen vegetables do well when used as part of a 
patty. Give thawed or steamed ingredients, like spinach, 
sturdy greens, and florets, a fine chop by hand; for tougher 
items, like carrots and green beans, a quick whirl in the 
food processor is recommended. 

Swirled: Mix spinach, collard greens, chard, and kale with 
sour cream or yogurt for a quick and easy dip or blend with 
garlic and onions for a chunky pesto. 

Souped and stewed: Want a foolproof way to use frozen 
vegetables? Make a soup or stew. The tenderness of most 
thawed vegetables makes for better soup, especially 
for blended soups. When making textured soups, just 
remember to add frozen ingredients towards the end of 
the cooking time and not before.

Smashed: Forget the avocado and give butternut squash, 
carrots, and other ‘mushy’ frozen vegetables a chance. 
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Bedanga Bordoloi

The writer is Kuwait market leader for 
EY’s Climate Change and Sustainability 
Services. The views are personal.

Food loss and waste is an area in 
the food and agriculture sector 

where adaptations to climate change 
are important. Food loss and waste 
generates about 8 percent of global 
greenhouse gas emissions.

A recent study predicts that 
emissions associated with food waste 
could increase further. Hence, the 
message for World Food Day, observed 
on October 16, was that 'Climate is 
changing. Food and agriculture must 
too'.

Meeting the food needs of a growing 
population in India (1.7 billion by 2050) 
while reducing food loss and waste 
poses a serious challenge. Wasting 
a kilogram of wheat and rice would 
mean wasting 1,500 and 3,500 litres of 
water respectively that goes into their 
production.

Globally, almost 250km3 of water 
and 1.4 billion hectares of land are 
devoted to producing food that is 
lost or wasted. According to Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), 
every year around 1.7 billion tonnes, or 
almost one third of food produced for 
human consumption, are lost or wasted 
globally. The associated economic, 
environmental and social costs of this 
loss are around $1 trillion, $700 billion 
and $900 billion per year respectively.

In India, the value of food wastage 

(harvest and post-harvest losses 
of major agricultural produce) is 
estimated at around 92,000 crore 
per annum at 2014 wholesale prices. 
In the food value chain, 24 percent 
of global food loss and waste occurs 
at the production stage, 24 percent 
during handling and storage, and 35 
percent at consumption. These three 
stages taken together account for 
more than 80 per cent of global food 
loss and waste. Quantifying food waste 
along the value chain by leveraging the 

recently released UN Global Food Loss 
and Waste Protocol as a framework can 
help India. 

The following solutions can be 
envisaged for solving India’s food waste 
problem.

Prevention solutions: Upstream 
solutions include promotion of resource 
efficient and regenerative agricultural 
practices ( precision and organic 
agriculture); improved access to low-
cost handling and storage technologies 
( evaporative coolers, metal silos). Real 
time wireless sensors can monitor the 
storage conditions of perishable food 

as it is transported, and transmit this 
data to clients to alert them if things 
are going wrong. Mega food parks are 
being commissioned in India to increase 
the processing of perishables. Other 
solutions include using active intelligent 
packaging for perishables; optimizing 
food packaging; tapping businesses 
that buy unwanted food/produce 
directly from distributor/manufacturer 
for discounted retail sale; expansion 
of secondary markets for items with 
cosmetic damage; tray-less dining, 

encouraging sale of off-grade produce. 
Technology would be central to 
addressing food waste; but the ultimate 
success will depend on our readiness to 
change attitudes of stakeholders along 
the value chain.

Recovery solutions: Approximately, a 
fifth of food at social events goes waste. 
Many city-based 

organizations are tackling this issue 
along with hunger. Some of these 
organizations collect excess food from 
parties and distribute it in slum areas.

Some businesses are involved in value 
added processing, making healthy fruit 

snacks from surplus produce or donated 
food. Mobile apps are being developed 
for crowdsourcing data on hunger spots 
and which take requests for donation of 
excess food. Various community level 
initiatives like gleaning networks, food 
banks and social supermarkets can help 
in redistributing food to 184 million 
undernourished Indians in need; thus 
helping fight poverty.

These steps are critical when India 
ranks lowly at 97 among 118 countries 
according to the 2016 Global Hunger 
Index. In US, the PATH Act of 2015 made 
permanent an enhanced tax deduction 
for donating food, increasing business 
incentives to involve in food recovery.

Italy adopted a law that earmarked 
approximately $10 million to reduce one 
million tonnes of wasted food a year by 
offering incentives to businesses who 
donate food to charities, including $1.8 
million annually to fund innovative food 
waste reduction projects, as well as $2.5 
million to buy food for the poor.

Recycling solution to manage food 
waste can include compost/energy/
biogas production or redistribution and 
diversion as animal feed. Other uses can 
include organic manure and starch for 
household consumption.

Food waste prevention is an integral 
part of the Europe’s new package to 
stimulate its transition towards a 
circular economy, which will boost 
competitiveness, foster sustainable 

growth and generate new jobs. Assessing 
food loss and waste and developing 
effective policies along the value chain 
can help solve the food waste problem 
and thus contribute towards food 
security and sustainability. Wasting 
food going forward would tantamount 
to wasting a secure future.

Small but concentrated efforts 
against food waste are the need of the 
hour. Worldwide, 795 million people, or 
one-ninth of the global population, face 
hunger.

In India, we have 48 million or two 
in five children below the age of five 
affected by stunting. Transforming 
the food system in India will help to 
transform our future, as food waste 
includes wastage of natural capital.

Implementing the right strategies 
will help halve per capita global food 
waste at the retail and consumer levels, 
and reduce food losses along production 
and supply chains, including post-
harvest losses.

Achieving this target is crucial as it 
would reduce the number of hungry 
people and ease the pressure on natural 
capital. Setting up a network of food 
waste innovation incubators with 
dedicated support would help nurture 
innovations in reducing food loss and 
waste. Segregation of waste would be 
instrumental in accurately evaluating 
the impact of waste in key areas such as 
greenhouse gas and resource recovery.

LOCAL

Creating awareness and educating customers on the need for adequate insurance protection 
at optimum cost is a subject on which hardly anybody talks or writes. With more than 50 
years’ of experience in the insurance industry, and over 20 years with a leading insurance 
and re-insurance broking company in Kuwait, Ramesh Kohli who currently heads Aarkay 

Insurance is an indisputable expert on all matters related to insurance.

Believe it or not, there is a stark 
image deficit in the eyes of 

customers about the 'after sales 
service' provided by insurers. This is 
not a new development; customers 

have over the years begun to feel that 
they are being short-changed on the 
promises made to them. 

Promises not kept is a common 
complaint. Promises in respect of 

documents delivery, amendments, 
premium rates, adjustment of 
refunds, claim settlement, quantum 
of loss, payment of loss, and follow 
up, are some of the common areas 

of grievance, both in respect of time 
taken and quantum. 

Why is it so?
Standard contract wordings: 

Almost all Insurance contracts are 
'standard' and Insurers do not easily 
agree to making alterations as per 
the requirements of trade, commerce 
and individual requirements. The 
standard excuse one hears is that, “it 
is international practice and 

Continued on Page 18

Importance of insurers being more customer friendly
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LuLu Hypermarket, the 
largest hypermarket in the 

region, launched their much-
anticipated Mango Passion 2017 
Festival at its Qurain outlet on 
10 May. 

The 11-day festival was 
inaugurated by Talal Al-Qurifh 
& Fahad H Al-Qurifh during a 
ceremony in the presence of LuLu 
top management, shoppers and 
well-wishers.

The promotion, which is 
common for all LuLu outlets, 

offers 50 varieties of delectable 
mangoes with origins from 
eight countries - India, Malaysia, 
Kenya, Thailand, Uganda, Sri 
Lanka, Brazil and USA.  Shoppers 
should not miss the opportunity 
to try popular and exotic types 
of mangoes such as Alphonso, 
Kesar , Daseri,  Rajapuri, Mango 
Round, Green Sweet Mango, 
Tommy Atkins  and Waterlilly 
that are now exclusively available 
at LuLu outlets. It is a pure 
pleasure to savor the sweetness 

of mangoes, and with different 
types of mangoes having their 
own unique flavor and texture, 
shoppers are spoiled for choice 
during the promotion. Large 
cutout displays of mangoes 
reflecting the theme of the 
promotion adds charm to the 
shopping experience.

The Mango Passion fest 2017 
is an incredible venture by LuLu 
Hypermarket to satisfy cravings 
for delicious and exotic fruits at 
reasonable prices.

LuLu Hypermarket launches 
Mango Passion Fest 2017

A jewellery designer by accident, 
Suzanne Kalan stunning collections 

have received international applause 
for their innovative use of baguette 
diamonds. Suzanne was in Kuwait 
recently to participate in Jewellry Arabia 
exhibition and took time off to speak to 
The Times in an exclusive interview

“I wanted to do something unique 

by making my jewellery look different,” 
she says adding that she came up with 
a concept of innovative use of baguette 
diamonds with scattered settings. She 
also developed the Vitrine concept 
which means showcase in French. 
Custom cutting gemstones flat on top 
and bottom to reveal a classic diamond 
panel behind the stone.

Suzanne hails from a background in 
jewellery with almost her entire family 
in the jewellery trade. Having spent 4 
years of her early childhood in Kuwait, 
Suzanne moved to Canada and then 
eventually settled in Los Angeles.

Even though her entry into jewellery 

design was by accident she has almost 
29 years of experience behind her having 
evolved from fashion to fine jewellry 
and making a mark in the trade. Her 
collections are now sold all over the 
world and gaining popularity in the Gulf 
for their unique and exclusive designs.

“The Gulf region is a very strong 
market and the Arab woman knows how 
to wear, enjoys wearing and knows the 
value of diamonds,” Suzanne points out. 
Stores in Dubai, Jeddah, Qatar and Kuwait 
sell her brand and she is in talks to give 
dealership to a Kuwaiti based outlet as 
well. Besides an evident love of color and 
large scale in her jewelry, Suzanne Kalan’s 

designs are infused by a seesawing duality 
between symmetry and asymmetry, 
beautifully manifested in every piece 
and design. Suzanne Kalan has become a 
favourite amongst A-list names and her 
jewelry has garnered the admiration of 
celebrities like Rihanna, Katy Perry and 
Kate Beckinsale, and hence becoming a 
regular on many’s wish list.

Being tasteful and artistic the price 
range is just as vast. A few thousand 
dollars to almost $60,000 for her top 
end collections, her designs have been a 
huge attraction at the exhibition.

The collections are available 
worldwide at Harronds, Moda Operandi, 
Neiman Marcus and various other 
exclusive jewellery outlets.

Kuwait Episcopal Churches Fellowship (KECF) organized 
the Combined Worship Service for 18 Episcopal parishes in 

Kuwait at Shlomo hall, Abbasiya on Monday, 8 May. Presbyters 
from all these parishes attended the worship service prepared 
by Rev. Fr. Aby Paul.

Rev.Fr. Jacob Thomas delivered the message from the word of 
God. After the worship service, welcome was given for Rev. V.T. 
Yesudas, the new Vicar of St. Peter's Mar Thoma Church and farewell 
was given for Very. Rev. Thomas Ramban, Vicar of St. Gregorios 
Indian orthodox Maha Edavaka, who is getting transferred.

Rev.Fr. Aby Paul, Vicar of St. George Universal Syrian 
Orthodox Reesh Church worked as the convenor. The parish 
choir led the singing sessions. The vice-president of KECF Rev. 
Fr. Aby Paul welcomed the gathering and the KECF President 
Rev. Saji Abraham rendered the vote of thanks.

KECF is a unique fellowship of 18 Episcopal Churches in 
Kuwait, which includes the Orthodox, Jacobite, Marthoma, CSI, 
Evangelical and Knanaya Churches.

KECF holds Combined Worship Service
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See the northern lights: The northern lights are one of 
nature's great displays: a mysterious, multicolored show in 
which the night sky is suddenly lit up with a wondrous glow 
that twists and swirls like a heavenly lava lamp. It occurs 
most commonly in the Arctic region, and in recent years 
the chance of enjoying the spectacle has become a prime 
reason to fly north for a winter break, despite the often high 
costs and the cold.

Visit the Galápagos Islands: The Galápagos is probably 
the most famous wildlife-watching destination in the 
world. This remote archipelago is a land of stark lava 
formations, cactus forests, lush green highlands, turquoise 
bays and quintessential tropical beaches. Within minutes 
of landing on this dot in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, 
you can be face-to-face with more strangely fearless and 
curious animals than anywhere else on Earth.

Visit the Amazon: The Amazon is a 4,400-mile river with 
thousands of tributaries. It is a 2,600,000-square mile 
basin, draining rivers and streams in eight countries, as well 
as French Guiana. Its broadleaved forest is the largest on 

the planet and its biome - the forest combined with the 
savannah, floodplains and rivers - is a region of immense 
diversity, sheltering more than 30,000 plant species, 1,800 
fish, 1,300 bird species, 311 mammals and 165 types of 
amphibian.

Trek through the Himalayas: Home to the highest peaks 
on the planet, the Himalayas begin in Pakistan stretching 
across India, Bhutan and Nepal until reaching China in the 
east. This is a majestic landscape of mountains, deep valleys 
and glaciers, dominated by Mount Everest at 8,848m above 
sea level. The country most closely identified with the 
Himalayas is Nepal, home to eight of the world's 10 highest 
peaks, including Everest. 

Marvel at the Taj Mahal: A first visit to Agra could easily 
trigger an attack of Agra-phobia. With its notorious sprawl 
and congestion, this north Indian city has, on the face of 
it, little to lure visitors...apart from what is arguably the 
world's most famous building. 

Visit the Grand Canyon: The Grand Canyon's immensity, 
sheer intensity of light and shadow at sunrise or sunset, 
even its very age, scream for superlatives. At about two 
billion years old, the layer of Vishnu Schist at the bottom 

of the canyon is some of the oldest exposed rock on the 
planet. The three rims of the Grand Canyon – South, North 
and West – offer quite different experiences and, as they 
lie hundreds of miles and hours of driving apart, are rarely 
visited on the same trip. 

See America from its greatest river: From its source up in 
Minnesota, Mississippi river flows south for 3,700km to the 
Gulf of Mexico, touching 10 states and acting as a drainage 
basin for 41 percent of the land mass of the contiguous 
US. The Mississippi is great because so much of America’s 
history and culture has been lapped by its muddy waters. 
The river was the lifeblood of American Indian life and the 
starting point for the westward expansion at the beginning 
of the 19th century that gave birth to the modern US. 

Continued on Page 12
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When it comes to traveling the globe, life is short. There is an endless sea of sights to see and experiences to immerse yourself in, so narrowing 

down your bucket list is no easy feat. Here is a list of some of the top sites and activities you can add to your bucket list.

Walk the Great Wall of China: The Great Wall is 
far more than a triumph of engineering. It is a direct 
link with the legendary emperors of China's past, 
and seems to embody our sense of China as a nation 
separate from the rest of the world. To see the wall 
- made from brick, stone, tamped earth and wood 
- snaking away over the parched mountainsides of 
northern China - is to imagine more than two millennia 
of cultural isolation and political resistance.
Travel the Silk Road: The term 'Silk Road', though 
coined in the 19th century by a German explorer, 
evokes a romantic era when caravans of camels, 
horses and mules transported everything from 
jade and gunpowder to rhubarb and, of course, silk 
between China and the Levant. Associated with Marco 
Polo, Coleridge (Kubla Khan and Xanadu), Western 
notions of the Orient, and legendary trading hubs such 
as Kashgar and Samarkand, it represents for modern 
travellers a myth-laden high road through a wild and 
exotic landscape.
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Steeped in history with ancient 
archaeological sites, countless 
islands, sandy beaches, and a balmy 
Mediterranean climate make Greece one 
of Europe's prime tourist destinations. 
Besides the capital, Athens, top things 
to see on the mainland include the 
Acropolis Hill and Museum and the 
monasteries of Meteora. But most 
people come here to catch a ferry to 
the islands; Santorini, Mykonos, Hydra-
Poros-Aegina,  Rhodes, Corfu, and 
Crete are the most popular.

Athens is the historical capital of Europe, 
with a long history, dating from the first 

settlement in the Neolithic age. In the 5th 
Century BC (the “Golden Age of Pericles”) – the 
culmination of Athens’ long, fascinating history 
– the city’s values and civilization acquired a 
universal significance.  Ancient and modern, with 
equal measures, bustling Athens will inspire you 
with  Iconic monuments that mingle with first-
rate museums, lively cafes and al fresco dining. 

Acropolis: Considered the symbol of Athens and 
Greece, and indeed of Western civilization, 
the Acropolis is a rocky mound rising in the 
heart of modern Athens and crowned by three 
magnificent temples dating from the 5th century 
BC. The best known and most distinctive is the 
Parthenon, originally made up of 58 columns 
supporting a roof and decorated by ornate 
pediments and a frieze.  Acropolis Museum: 
Opened in 2009, the Acropolis Museum is now 
one of Athens' most-visited tourist attractions. 
Designed by Swiss architect Bernard Tschumi, it 
is an ultra-modern glass and steel structure with 
light and airy exhibition spaces, built specifically 
to display ancient finds from the Acropolis. 
Top things to see here include the 6th-century 
BC Moschophoros (statue of a young man 
carrying a calf on his shoulders) and the highly 
controversial Parthenon marbles. 

Hydra: The favorite island of the jet set, 
whose old traditional beautiful stone houses 
and mansions silently witness to a long and 
turbulent story.  The small narrow stone paved 
streets await you to explore them on foot or by 

the island’s tradi-tional “vehicle” the saddled 
donkeys… captivating walks along the old 
seaside promenade crystal clear waters, radiant 
fine craft shops and the beauty of Hydra will 
conquer you! 

Poros: Although it is the smallest of the three 
islands that we visited, its attraction is the 
narrow strait offering a most enchanting view of 
the town of Poros. 

Aegina: The largest of the three islands. 
Apart from its harbor,  the Temple of Afea  
(archeological site) or the Church of Saint 
Nektarios, whose relics are on display. 

Nafplio: Often cited as Greece's most beautiful 
city, Nafplio is a popular weekend destination 
for wealthy Athenians. The car-free old town 
is filled with neo-classical mansions and 
proud churches, and overlooked by the 18th-
century Palamidi Fortress. Nearby attractions 
include Tiryns, Epidaurus Theater, and Ancient 
Corinth.

Rhodes Town: This UNESCO-listed town is 
one of Greece's top tourist destinations. It is 
enclosed by an impressive fortification system, 
including monumental towers and gates built 
by the Knights of St. John after they took 
control of the island in the 14th century. The 
car-free cobbled streets of the old town are 
a joy to explore on foot. Nearby attractions 
include the pretty hillside coastal town of 
Lindos, and Marmaris on the Turkish coast, 

which can be visited by excursion boat. 

Corfu Town: On the Ionian Sea, off the west 
coast of mainland Greece, Corfu is one of the 
country's most-visited island destinations. 
The capital, Corfu Town, is a UNESCO World 

Heritage site, thanks to its elegant Italianate 
architecture. Explore its romantic pedestrian-
only streets to discover two 16th-century 
fortresses, and the arcaded Liston, lined by old-
fashioned cafes. 

Santorini: The most dramatic of all the Greek 
islands, Santorini is best known for the cliff-
top towns of Fira and Oia, which lie on the 
west coast, overlooking the deep, blue sea-
filled caldera. Made up of typical Cycladic 
whitewashed cubic buildings, many of which 
have been converted into boutique hotels with 
infinity pools, both Fira and Oia are considered 
romantic destinations, popular for weddings 
and honeymoons. 

Mykonos: Greece's most glamorous island 
destination, Mykonos is noted for its chic 
boutique hotels, classy seafood restaurants, 
and live music venues. Other attractions 
include Paraportiani (a whitewashed church in 
Mykonos Town) and numerous sandy beaches 
along the island's south coast. The island 
is particularly popular with international 
celebrities.

Gulf Air, the Kingdom of Bahrain’s national 
carrier, joined forces with Aktina Travel 

Group, the leading travel organization in 
Greece, taking select GCC media members 
from Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to the 
Greek capital Athens for a 4-day visit where 
they experienced the comforts of flying with 
Gulf Air, stayed at one of the leading five star 
hotels in Athens and enjoyed some of the 
city’s most notable touristic sights and tours. 

Operating four weekly flights between 
Bahrain and Athens on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, Gulf Air recently 
enhanced its flight schedule to the Greek 
capital with newly introduced morning flights 
to complement its afternoon flights – giving 
passengers more flexible and convenient flight 
timings and allowing for better connectivity 

for passengers from across the GCC wishing 
to visit Greece. The airline has also promoted 
the Kingdom of Bahrain in Greece, launching 
a Gulf Air-sponsored Bahrain travel guide in 
Athens ‘101 Things to See and Do in Bahrain’ 
– a comprehensive travel guide to Bahrain, 
helping to inform potential visitors about 
Bahrain’s tourism and hospitality assets.

Gulf Air flights can be booked online 
at gulfair.com, the airline’s one-stop-shop 
website, where customers can also find a 
suite of additional online services offering 
hotel bookings, car rental, travel insurance 
and the Gulf Air Tours service that gives 
passengers access to a variety of travel add-
ons such as sightseeing tours, museum 
passes, tours, excursions, local activities and 
airport transfers at their final destination.

GCC Media take off with Gulf Air to Athens

A combination of natural beauty and fascinating history
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Dive the Great Barrier Reef: The Great Barrier 
Reef in Australia is a place that generates 
superlatives - but instantly transcends them. 
Rated as one of the seven wonders of the 
natural world, it stretches for 2,300 kilometres 
(1,430 miles) along the Queensland coast - from 
Bundaberg to the Torres Strait. In addition to 
being the world's largest coral reef ecosystem, 
this World Heritage Site is also the planet's 
largest protected marine area, supporting 400 
types of coral, 1,500 species of fish and 4,000 
types of mollusc. 

Set foot on Antarctica: Accessible only 
from November to March, Antarctica has no 
towns, no villages, no habitation bar the odd 
research station or expedition hut; just grand, 
icy, unpredictable wilderness. Even if you are 
travelling there on a cruise ship, as most people 
do, the solitude and the emptiness will envelop 
you and bring you down to scale.

See the landscapes and wildlife of Namibia: 
Of all the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa, 
Namibia is arguably the most comprehensively 
tourist-friendly. Not only does it have exceptional 
wildlife - including a quarter of the world's 
cheetahs and the last free-ranging population 
of black rhino - and a well-developed network 
of parks, reserves and safari lodges, but the 
landscapes of its coastline and deserts are some 
of the most photographed and gasped over in 
the world, meriting a visit in their own right.

Take a trip to the Arctic: The Arctic remains 
one of the world's uncharted regions, for reasons 
which are obvious: in winter the pack ice is more 
than 10ft thick and covers a vast expanse of sea, 
and even in summer huge slabs and bergs are 

constantly drifting. This constitutes a formidable 
obstacle even to nuclear icebreakers. But the 
Arctic Ocean, the smallest and shallowest of 
the Earth's oceans, is rich in marine and bird life. 
The polar bear and the melting ice are central to 
the narrative of global warming that dominates 
our times - to see these for yourself will add to 
your knowledge and heighten your awareness of 
what is at stake.

See one of the driest places on Earth: Other 
than the poles, Chile’s Atacama Desert is the 
driest place on Earth. As a result, it is almost 
entirely without greenery, shade, cities or 
pollution. For landscape photographers – and 
idle dreamers – the setting is inspiring, with 
wind-sculpted canyons and salt lakes providing a 
backdrop that looks Martian. Atacama is also one 
of the world’s foremost stargazing centres, with 
three major international observatories taking 
advantage of its clean air and huge night skies.

Discover paradise in French Polynesia: It 
might be the intense blue of a bewitchingly 
tranquil lagoon, or a night sky filled with South 
Pacific stars. Maybe a silhouette of volcanic 
peaks dramatically lit by a tangerine sunset, 
or a lunch of poisson cru (raw fish marinated 

in coconut milk) under the palms to a backing 
track of lilting Polynesian tunes. Sooner or later, 
every visitor to these tropical islands has to 
concede that yes, this really is paradise. 

Soak up the majesty of South Island: Scenic 
roads, well-marked trails and peaceful cruises, 
combined with the pellucid waters and the 
temperate rainforests that cling desperately to 
steep mountains make this place a wonderful 
place to hike, bike, paddle, sail, fly or take 
photographs.

Visit a lost city: Jordan has only been painted on 
to the global atlas since 1921, but every empire 
that has risen in the Middle East has, at some 
point, coveted and conquered the land east of 
the River Jordan and the Dead Sea which makes 
up the modern Jordanian state. 

Unforgettable 
Travel Destinations17

Continued from Page 10

The annual 'Global Muslim Travel Index' 
(GTMI), compiled by international credit-

card issuer Mastercard, and CrescentRating, a 
leading authority on global halal travel, has once-
again ranked Malaysia as the top destination for 
travelers to Muslim countries, while Singapore 
was ranked the best by travelers going to non-
Muslim countries. 

Malaysia, with an index score of score of 82.5 
clinched the top spot, ahead of the United Arab 
Emirates (76.9), Indonesia (72.6), Turkey (72.4) 
and Saudi Arabia (71.4), among travelers going to  
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) countries.

Meanwhile, among non-OIC countries, 
Singapore took the top spot with an index score of 
67.3, followed by Thailand (61.8), United Kingdom 
(60.0), South Africa (53.6) and Hong Kong (53.2). 
The GMTI for 2017, which covered a total of 130 
countries to benchmark destinations in the Muslim 

travel market, contained several new and updated 
insights on halal travel and tourism market.

 The index showed that a number of non-OIC 
destinations in Asia moved up the rankings; a result 
of the concerted effort to adapt their services to 
cater to and attract the Muslim travel market.

The rankings saw Hong Kong make up the 
top five for the non-OIC destinations, with Japan 
moving up two places to take the sixth spot with 
Spain entering the top 10 for the first time and 
Singapore remaining the only non-OIC destination 
in the overall top 10. Over and above, Indonesia, 
Japan and Taiwan saw the biggest improvements in 
ranking on the overall top 10 list.

The research showed that the Muslim travel 
market would continue to grow at a fast pace with 
the sector estimated to grow to US$220 billion in 
2020 and expected to grow a further $80 billion, to 
reach US$300 billion by 2026. 

Malaysia, Singapore 
rank as top destinations by 

global halal travelers
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The population of Kuwait increased from 
less than one million to 4.33 million over 

the past three decades — from 1975 to 2016, said 
Assistant Secretary General for Consultancy 
and Developmental Support at the Supreme 
Council for Planning and Development Talal 
Al-Shammari.

Al-Shammari made the statement at the 

26th Meeting of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Human Settlements Program, 
which he attended as representative of the 
council. The meeting is being held in Norway 
from May 8-12, 2017 under the patronage and 
in the presence of Kenyan President Uhuru 
Kenyatta. 

Al-Shammari disclosed that Kuwaitis 

constitute 31 percent of the population 
compared to 69 percent non-Kuwaitis as of 
June 2016. He said Kuwaitis below 21 years old 
constitute 55 percent of citizens’ population, 
while those above 65 years old constitute 
four percent. 

He confirmed the government has been 
working hard to achieve 40:60 population ratio 

between Kuwaitis and non-Kuwaitis by 2030, in 
addition to providing the labor market with the 
required national manpower. 

Taking advantage of the opportunity given 
to him to deliver a speech on behalf of the 
council, Al-Shammari assured the assembly 
that Kuwait has been focusing on economic 
diversification.

Kuwait population rises to 4.33 million

ICSK Amman conducts teachers’
training session on autism

A very informative class to identify 
autistic children was organized in Indian 

Community School Kuwait (ICSK) Amman 
on 9 May for the Pre-Primary teachers. 
Ambili Babu from Applied Behavior Center, 
Kuwait led the interactive session in a very 
interesting way. She explained in-depth the 
main behavioral pattern of an autistic child 

and elaborated on the steps to identify the 
characteristics of the child.

It was emphasized that the parents along 
with teachers can help the child to learn, if 
identified at the right time. The class was very 
enlightening with a lot of insight into a very 
serious disorder, which is left unnoticed or not 
corrected at the tender age.

By Gasper Crasto

Kuwait-based Goan Domnic Fernandes, 
hailing from Raia, has done extremely well 

especially with his tiatr ‘Maim Pai Tim Maim 
Pai’. The drama, which had 24 shows organized 

all over Goa recently, is now all set to be staged 
during the Silver Jubilee show in Kuwait.

‘Maim Pai Tim Maim Pai’, apparently based 
on a true story from Kuwait, will feature 

many Kuwait stars and musicians in the show 
scheduled for 19 May at Salmiya Indian Model 
School (SIMS). 

Dominic Fernandes began acting and 
directing dramas at a tender age of 14 years. His 
first drama was ‘Dothiche Axek Lagon’.  He later 
went on to stage ‘Piso’, ‘Dukh’, ‘Posro’ (23 shows) 
among others all over Goa.

Domnic has been working in Kuwait since 
2001 and is strongly involved in supporting 
church activities, Konkani language and drama. 
He is president of the popular Kuwait Konknni 
Mogi (KKM), an organization that has been 
enriching the Konkani language and supporting 
dramas among Goans for quite some years now. 
Along with KKM, Domnic has been instrumental 
in presenting regular Konkani shows in Kuwait in 
the last 5 years.

The Goan Community in Kuwait wishes 
Domnic all success for the Silver Jubilee show of 
‘Maim Pai Tim Maim Pai’.

First overseas Goan Director to stage silver jubilee

Indian Learners Own Academy (ILOA) 
organized its 7th Investiture ceremony on 26 

April with the support of students and school 
faculty. The Investiture Ceremony encouraged 
the young students to move forward in their new 
beginnings as leaders of the school.

The Chief Guest and other esteemed 
dignitaries entered the auditorium followed 
by the advent of the new School Council. The 
distinguished Chief Guest of the day was Dr. 
Subramaniam Neelamani, Senior Research 
Scientist with Coastal Management Program, 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR). 
Also present on the occasion was the Chairman 

of the School, D. K. Sharma. During the 
ceremony, the wonderful dancers of ILOA put 
forth a classical dance performance.

The Chairman D. K. Sharma along with the 
Chief Guest Subramaniam inducted the newly 
elected members of the Student Council of 
the school with badges and sashes. Narayanan 
Seshan of Class XII was appointed as the Head 
Boy and Sumaiya Parveen was appointed as the 
School Head Girl. An oath was administered by 
the Principal as students pledged to take up new 
responsibilities and bear duties in accordance 
with the school. She also congratulated them and 
apprised them of the expectations of ILOA.

ILOA holds Student Council Investiture

Continued on from Page 1

As per a development plan follow-
up report for the fourth quarter of 2016, 
work on South Mutlaa project is 12 percent 
complete. The PAHW has so far distributed 
most of the 30,000 plots that it held to 
applicants; however, construction permits 
for the distributed plots will not be available 
until road and infrastructure construction is 
complete. 

Project awards during the first-quarter 
also included work on Kuwait’s airport. The 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 

awarded one of the eleven sub-projects 
pertaining to the expansion of Kuwait 
airport. The project has been awarded to a 
joint venture of Avic International & HOT E&C 
for a value of $489 million and completion is 
expected by March, 2022. 

This project includes construction of 
new runways in addition to extending 
existing ones and enhancing supportive 
infrastructure.

Analysts with Kuwait’s top bank remain 
optimistic on the construction sector in 
the country and expect it to remain health 
throughout 2017.

Contracts worth over $4.6 billion awarded
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Free yoga classes: NYF is 
offering free yoga, breathing, 
meditation and reiki classes 
by a well-experienced female 
yoga teacher for all age groups. 
Classes will be assigned on 
the basis of health issues, 
stress and any other problems. 
For more information and to 
register: Call, 99315825.

Free fitness classes: B.FIT 
Studio is offering free fitness 
classes: Zumba, Masala 
Bhangra workout, aerobics, 
toning and much more, in 
Salmiya. For more information: 
Call, 65077062.

LOCAL
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The Beatles Sing-Along 
Concert: Ahmadi Music Group 
(AMG) will be organizing The 
Beatles Sing-Along Concert on 18 
and 19 May, at Dasman Bilingual 
School, at 7:30pm. Also performing 
at the concert will be the Messila 
Beach Blues Band. The sing-along 
concert is open to all and further 
information on ticket prices will be 
available on registration. For more 
information and to register: Visit, 
www.ahmadimusicgroup.com or 
call, 6618 4192.

Peter Pan: The Never Ending Story: 
An extraordinary theatre production, 
‘Peter Pan – The Never Ending Story’ 
musical will be held on from 18 to 20 
May, at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Cultural Center, Gulf Road, from 8 to 
10pm. This theatre version is a mix 
of spectacle, magic, stunning visual 
effects and soul warming music. The 
show consists of actors, dancers, 
stuntmen, acrobats and magicians. 
To book your tickets: Visit, www.
jacc-kw.com

Snow White in the Smurfs 
Village: An event especially for 
children, Snow White in the Smurfs 
Village will be held from 18 to 20 
May, at the Live Theatre, Discovery 
Mall, from 7:30 to 9pm. Further 
details will be available on booking. 
The ticket prices will depend on the 
seating preference (Platinum KD15, 
Gold KD 10, Silver KD7 and Bronze 
KD5). For more information and to 
book your tickets: Visit, www.tktti.
com or call, 50200300.

Sur: All India Cultural Association 
(AICA) and Salmiya Indian Model 
School (SIMS) will be organizing a 
tribute to Badey Ghulam Ali Khan by 
his grandson Ustad Raza Ali Khan, at 
SIMS premises, at 7pm. The evening 

of ghazals is open to all and tickets 
have to be booked in advance. For 
more information and to book your 
tickets: Call. 99199642/97611788/667
51264/66214362.

BeInspired Mud Run: Provision 
Events is back with yet another fun 
run, the BeInspired Mud Run which 
will be held at Inspire Gym, at 7pm. 
Participants can enter in either 1, 2 
or 3 laps of the actual horse racing 
track. This is either a distance of 
2.4km/4.8km or 7.2km at night. For 
more information and to register: 
Visit, www.events.pro-vision.com. 

Sal Houdini concert: Palm 
Tree Events and Funology will be 
organizing a live concert featuring 
Sal Houdini, at the Radisson Blu 
Hotel, from 7pm to 9pm. Sal 
Houdini is well known for his hit 
single, “I Keep Falling.” DJ Ozone 
and Sons of Yusuf will also be 
performing at the concert. For 
more information and to book your 
tickets: Visit, www.funologykw.
com or call, 66031940, 99998501 or 
97851957.

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

The Philippine Embassy in Kuwait 
with the Philippine Overseas 

Labor Office organized a musical 
and comedy concert on Friday at the 
Kuwait National Museum Theater. 
Five artists from the Philippines; 
Comedienne singers Vicky Nonato 
and Janet Dancalan, talented singer 
and vocalist Mar Louis Mabasa and 
comedian singers Rey Pumaloy 
and Ate Gay delivered a successful 
entertaining afternoon.

The event kicked off with the 
Philippines and Kuwait National 
Anthems followed by a brief remarks 
from the Ambassador of the 
Philippines to Kuwait H.E. Renato P.O. 
Villa. Plaques of appreciation were 
presented to Salman AHA Boland, 
Superintendent of Museums and 
Kuwait National Museum and to 
Engr Ali Hussain Al Youha, Secretary 
General of National Council for 
Culture Art and Literature. In a brief 
remark, Boland commented that the 
Philippine Embassy and Filipinos are 
always welcome to hold events on 
the premises and congratulated the 
Philippines for celebrating its 119th 
Independence Day. 

The show featured Dancalan 
and Nonato, noontime soap opera 

and film actresses, comedienne and 
singers, who aside from performing 
comical commentaries and jokes, 
rendered a repertoire of popular songs 
to the delight of everyone. Popular 
young singer and vocalist Mark 
Mabasa impressed everyone with his 
remarkable voice, which caused the 
audience to scream for more. Mabasa 
returned to the stage and delivered an 
accapella song. Rey Pumaloy, popular 
TV hosts, show business reporter, 
singer and comedian, featured a 
lineup of popular hit tunes. The finale 
showcased comedian Ate Gay, a male 
impersonator of a popular movie 
actress Nora Aunor giving a half hour 
performance of hilarious jokes and 

songs. Winners of the raffle draws 
received gifts, gold items and a return 
ticket to the Philippines courtesy 
of the Philippine Airlines and other 
sponsors.

“I thank the Filipinos in Kuwait 
for their generosity, kindness and 
warm welcome which made our visit 
and stay in Kuwait unforgettable. I 
hope we can return to perform for 
them again,” commented Nonato. 
Mabasa also thanked everyone for 
the warm welcome and for the 
chance to perform for Filipinos in 
Kuwait. Pumaloy, who has performed 
in Kuwait a few times, expressed his 
thanks to everyone who came and 
watched the show. 

Philippine Embassy organizes concert 
in celebration of 119th Independence Day

The Directorate General of 
Residence Affairs (DGRA) 

has registered deportation orders 
against 19,730 expatriates of various 
nationalities during 2016, which 
roughly work out to 54 people a day 
for violating residence and labor laws.

According to statistics, a copy 
of which has been obtained by the 
daily, more than 1,000 expatriates 
were deported by direct order from 

the Assistant Undersecretary for 
Nationality and Passports Affairs, 
Major-General Mazen Al-Jarrah, 
including a large number of those 
who were arrested for selling alcohol 
and drugs, treason and fraud.

The number of those who were 
refused entry visas was 11,191 that 
mean the sponsors forbidden to issue 
visas under Article 20 or Article 18. As 
for the inspection rounds organized 

by the directorate on companies, 
the statistics indicated of the 880 
companies 526 were administratively 
shut down either owned by first 
degree relatives of former ministers 
or former MPs.

The statistics also showed 46,609 
absconding reports were filed during 
2016, most of them men. This is in 
addition to 20,551 absconding reports 
filed against drivers. 

DGRA registers deportation orders 
against 19,730 expats in 2016

The Indian Community School (ICSK) Khaitan 
celebrated World Book Day on 23 April with 

excitement. 
A special assembly was conducted by the students of 

classes VII – IX to mark the importance of reading books. 
A motivational video was presented that encouraged 
students to push themselves every day and to become 

the very best version of themselves.
The highlight of the day was the Fancy Dress show 

where students from classes VII - IX dressed up as their 
favorite book heroes, literary characters and exhibited 
the spirit of an ardent book reader. Concluding the event, 
the principal delivered an inspiring speech and highlighted 
the significance of reading books. 

ICSK Khaitan celebrates world book day
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Recent statistics revealed 
that the number of traffic 

incidents increased by 300 from 
February to March 2017. According to 
statistics, the total number of traffic 
incidents in March 2017 was 5,504 
compared to 5,209 in February 2017. 
In February, Hawally Governorate 
came first in terms of the number of 
accidents recorded at 1,392; Capital 
Governorate followed with 1,302; 
Farwaniya Governorate with 932, 
Ahmadi Governorate with 833, Jahra 
Governorate with 382 and Mubarak 
Al-Kabeer Governorate with 368.

In March, the Capital Governorate 
topped the list with 1,498 accidents; 
followed by Hawally Governorate 
with 1,364; Farwaniya Governorate 

with 909; Ahmadi Governorate 
with 913; Mubarak Al-Kabeer 
Governorate with 444 and Jahra 
Governorate with 376.

The types of traffic accidents 
recorded were collisions, overturning 
vehicles and hit-and-run. Meanwhile, 
the Public Relations and Security 
Media General Department in the 
Ministry of Interior announced that 
the General Traffic Department (GTD) 
has started installing 60 new speed 
cameras – ‘TraffiTower 2.0’

According to a press statement 
issued by the department, the 
installation of new traffic speed 
cameras is in compliance with the 
directive of Interior Minister Sheikh 
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah to intensify 

efforts to restore traffic order and 
discipline on all roads in Kuwait. These 
new cameras will monitor motorists 

who drive beyond the speed limit on 
various roads, as well as improve the 
level of traffic safety.

These cameras have the ability 
to monitor both lanes of the road, 
including the emergency lanes, 
at the same time and to capture 
anyone who drives beyond the speed 
limit. The cameras can also monitor 
trucks plying on certain roads during 
undesignated hours.

The department added new 
cameras had earlier been installed 
on Sabah Al-Awal (First Ring Road), 
indicating the installation will 
continue along the remaining roads 
which need monitoring of speed 
limits and in key areas. The security 
establishment represented by GTD 
explained that it will continue 
exerting efforts to ensure discipline 
on the roads and safety of motorists.

Number of traffic accidents rises by 300 from Feb-March ’17

Maurya Kala Parisar (MKP), 
a cultural and social 

association of people in Kuwait 
from Indian states of Bihar and 
Jharkhand, marked Maurya 
Manch 2017 at the Indian Embassy 
auditorium on 5 May in the presence 
of a large number of guests.

Eminent doctor, Rajya Sabha MP 
and ex-Union Minister Dr. C. P. Thakur 
was the chief guest at the event. Dr. 
Thakur, a renowned physician from 
Bihar, is a gold medalist from Patna 
Medical College and Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians UK with 
more than 250 medical publications 
to his credit.  

Maurya Manch 2017 was 
inaugurated jointly by the chief 
guest Dr. C. P. Thakur and Mr. 
Subhashis Goldar, Deputy Chief of 
Mission, Indian Embassy in Kuwait. 
Mr. Goldar, in his inaugural address, 

commended MKP for its laudable 
role in showcasing the shades of 
Indian culture in general and Eastern 
India in particular. Dr. Thakur, 
in his keynote address, was very 

appreciative of events and programs 
conducted by MKP, particularly 
the poetry competition for young 
Indians in Kuwait in memory of noted 
poet Sri Ramdhari Singh Dinkar.

MKP felicitated Kuwait based 
Indian litterateurs Dr. Arvind Raina, 
Dr. Navnit Gandhi, Amir Diwan 
and Nazneen Ali. Noted poet Afroz 
Alam, who happens to be the Vice-
President of MKP, was also felicitated 
for his contribution to literature. 
Two of the MKP members, Shakir 
Raza Khan and Divya Ritwik, were 
also honored for their distinguished 
contributions to Maurya activities.

Maurya children Avika Sinha, 
Raunak Deo, Harsh Ranjan, Syed 
Shayaan Hoda, Eman Adbul Hamid 
Nakhwa, Elham Abdul Hamid 
Nakhwa, Ebrahim Abdul Hamid 
Nakhwa, Umang, Sanjeevani Rai,  
Mohd.Shazaibhussain Ansari, 
Rudrakshi Rai, Astha Bhardwaj, 
Daksha Mrinal,  Bhavya Sweta Mrinal, 
Adeeba Taqui Hasan, Naaillah Hasan 
and  Shubhangi Rai, were awarded 
for achievements in academics 

and extra-curricular activities. The 
cultural jamboree started with a 
Vandana followed by a magnificent 
Bharatanatyam performance. 
Carrying on its ethos of promoting the 
splendid past of Bihar, a presentation 
titled ‘Bihar ki Aitihasik Yatra’ was 
staged after which sweet and soulful 
melodies were sung.  

Special attractions of the event 
were Magahi and Maithili Anchalik 
songs as well as fine synchronized 
dance sessions on popular 
Bollywood songs by a motley group 

of kids. A lively skit highlighting the 
toils of a wannabe groom drew huge 
applause. 

Two winners from MKP’s poetry 
recitation competition held earlier 
during the year, Batul and Sanskar, 
recited poems from Dinkar in 
their electrifying style. The event 
had a raffle draw at the end with 
interesting prizes.  

A painting competition for 
Maurya kids showcasing the 
grandeur of Bihar and Jharkhand 
were on display at the auditorium. 

Maurya Kala Parisar  celebrates 

Maurya Manch 2017
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(Al Egaila)

Head of the Parliament’s 
Economic Committee Sa’ad Al-

Khanfour announced that the cost for 
hiring domestic workers will be about 
KD 400 after the domestic labor 
recruitment company will officially 
launch operations on 1 September, 
affirming that the building specified 
for the company is ready.

He explained that the company 
will be responsible for hiring 
domestic workers and completing 

all relevant legal and medical 
checkup procedures. The domestic 
workers will not be delivered to the 
citizens before all these procedures 
are completed. Services related to 
immigration, medical checkup and the 
criminal investigation will be available 
in the building of the company. Al-
Khanfour revealed that the company 
is not expecting to make more 
than 10 percent profit. Meanwhile, 
economic researcher Mohammad 

Ramadan prepared a study related to 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
having a state company for recruitment 
of domestic workers.

As per his study, the total cost will 
eventually increase from 424 fils per 
hour to 600 fils per hour. If the law is 
enforced perfectly, the total cost will 
increase especially when considering 
the specified conditions of 12 working 
hours per day with breaks, one day off 
per week, one month annual vacation 

with full salary, and indemnity that is 
equivalent to one-month salary per 
year of service. The study revealed 

that domestic workers currently 
work about 16 hours per day without 
weekly off, or paid annual vacation 
or indemnity. Ramadan said, “Even 
though the initial cost has been 
reduced from KD 1,500 to KD 650, 
these conditions in the law will in the 
end lead to increased costs”, adding 
that international organizations will 
follow-up the enforcement of law No. 
68/2015 to ensure actions that violate 
human rights are brought to an end.

Launch of labor Recruitment Company lowers
domestic labor hiring to KD 400

Forbes Middle East revealed the 5th edition of the 
Top Indian Leaders in the Arab World at a gala 

ceremony hosted at The Westin Dubai Mina Seyahi 
Beach Resort & Marina Dubai on Wednesday. The annual 
event honors some of the most pioneering and inspiring 
Indian business leaders in the Middle East.

Shri Vipul, Indian Consulate General of India to the 
UAE, graced the occasion as the guest of honor and 
presented the awards to the winner. The 2017 edition of 
the list included business leaders from various sectors 
like retail, industrials, healthcare, banking and finance, 
both in top owners and top executive management 
categories. Out of the 100 in the top owners list, over 
90 percent of them were based in UAE. Diversified 

companies dominated the awards list, followed by retail 
and real estate while luminaries from 24 other sectors 
were also honored at the event.

In recognition of his contribution to the retail sector 
in the region, M.A. Yusuff Ali was honored for the fifth 
year running. Many other noted owners and founders 
were also honored during the ceremony, including, 
Adeeb Ahamed, MD, Lulu Financial Group & Twenty14 
Holdings, Ravi Pillai, MD, RP Group of Companies, Dr. 
Shamsheer Vayalil, Founder & MD, VPS Healthcare, Dr. 
Azad Moopen, Chairman and MD, Aster DM Healthcare, 
Mr. Rizwan Sajan, Founder & Chairman, Danube Group, 
Shaji Ul Mulk, Chairman, Mulk Holdings and Adnan 
Chilwan, Group CEO, Dubai Islamic Bank, among others.

Top Indian leaders in the Arab world 
honored by Forbes Middle East

Upasana dance studio, one of the 
famous dance schools in Kuwait, 

conducted Arangettam 2017 on 7 April 
at American International School, 
Hawally. Chief Guest for the evening, 
Vineeth Radhakrishnan (renowned 
dancer and south Indian actor) 
inaugurated the function by lighting 
the traditional lamp in the presense 

of Dr. Methil Devika (Classical Dancer, 
Scholar and Upasana Consultant), 
Prathibha Menon (Director, Upasana) 
and Murali Menon.

The guests for the evening 
wished the students the very 
best for their debut classical 
presentation. A souvenir was 
released by Radhakrishnan at the 

function. The performances of the 
students were accompanied by live 
music from Vasudevan Namboothiri 
(Upasana faculty) on Nattuvangam, 
Kottayam Jamaneesh Bhagavathar 
on vocals, P.V.Anilkumar Vadakara on 
Mridangam, Murali Krishnan on Veena 
and Sri. Balamurali on violin.

Bharathanatyam. Mohiniyattam 

and Kuchipudi students at various 
branches of Upasana Studio delivered 
a stunning debut performance 
after years of rigorous training 
under the extraordinarily talented 
faculties Vasudevan Namboothiri 
and Kalamandalam Priyam Anand. 
The senior batch presented an 
elegant Mohiniyattam performance 

choreographed by their mentor Dr. 
Devika. 

The spectacular performances 
of Upasanites, accompanied by live 
music, proved to be a memorable 
experience for the audience. Dr. Devika 
addressed the students, expressing 
her joy at witnessing such an effort by 
the Upasana team.

Upasana dance studio conducts Arangettam 2017

NSH was honored with the GCC 
Best CSR Gold Award - 2017 for 

its excellent employee welfare activities 
and Corporate Social Responsibilities in 
an award ceremony held at the Hilton 
Hotel. NSH Global Village Harmony 
is a registered voluntary association 
connected with the Embassy of India in 
Kuwait.

Sabu, NSH Vice President received 
the award from the Chairman of 
American Society of Safety Engineers, 

Eng. Fadhel Al Ali and Youssef Al Qallaf, 
Kuwait Oil Company. Sabu expressed his 
appreciation to the General Manager 
Harikumar, Project Managers and other 
managers for the teamwork and HR 
Manager Pani J Anthony for their leading 
role in the welfare activities. 

On the sidelines of the award 
ceremony, Sabu inaugurated the Green 
Mesh exhibition. Project Manager PV 
Santhosh Kumar, Chandan, Hareesh, KR 
Mohan were among those present.

NSH awarded GCC Best CSR Gold Award
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MP Safa Al Hashem said she was adamant 
that a tax be imposed on remittances by 

expatriates. The tax will be between three and 
five percent and will thus take into consideration 
the differences between the foreigners with 
low income, such as drivers and domestic 
helpers, and the others who usually make high 
remittances, she said.

Al Hashem, the only woman in the 
50-member parliament, has been spreading a 
movement by lawmakers to press for taxing 
remittances, arguing that it would limit the 
amount of cash transferred out of the country 
to re-invest it in the local economy and would 
allow for extra revenues for the state.

Last week, the governor of Kuwait’s central 
bank said he did not support the proposal. “The 
bank does not support taxes on remittances 
because their negative impact on the overall 
economy is far greater than the expected 
income,” Mohammad Al Hashel said.

 “The remittance figures being circulated in 
the media are exaggerated. We must take into 
consideration that the imposition of such a tax 

entails operational and administrative costs 
and expatriates will most likely resort to other 
channels to transfer their money to their home 
countries in a bid to avoid paying the extra fees.”

However, Al Hashem, on Sunday, 7 May, 
rejected the governor’s statement. “The 
statement by the governor of the Central Bank 
is purely political and is part of the policy of 
courtesy pursued by the government. He was 
wrong when he said the tax would not constitute 
a source of income,” she said.

“In fact, it is exactly the opposite. The 
remittances by expatriates are $14 billion and 
the imposition of taxes of three to five percent 
will mean that 0.03 percent of the value of 
the remittances will constitute an additional 
income for the state.”

Al Hashem claimed that some Gulf countries 
have imposed a six percent tax on remittances. 
“It is normal that some money exchangers 
would be unhappy about the tax on remittances 
because it would mean less money gained for 
them. As for the claim that the tax would create 
a parallel or a black market, the government, the 

Central Bank and the Ministry of Finance have to 
assume their responsibilities and ensure a tight 
monitoring and control of the situation,” she 
said.

Lawmakers who opposed the proposal 
to introduce a tax on remittances assailed 
as “nonsensical” and argued that it would 
have negative impacts on both Kuwaitis and 
foreigners and would exacerbate negative 
sentiment within the community.

 “We do understand the significance of 
discussing the issue of high numbers of foreigners 

living in Kuwait and the negative effects on 
the country’s demographics, but we cannot 
tolerate making life harder and economically 
more challenging for expatriates who have been 
legally recruited nor do we accept threatening 
them every now and them with deportation,” 
the lawmakers said.

MP Mohammad Al Hayef said imposing 
taxes on remittances was a violation of Islamic 
principles. “In Islam, people who earn money 
are requested to contribute 2.5 percent of their 
income to the community under the pillar of 
Zakat,” he said.

 “However, Zakat is an annual duty while 
remittances can be made every month. 
Therefore, it is not acceptable from a religious 
perspective. At the same time, we have to 
appreciate that it is not fair to impose taxes on 
people who leave their country and live away 
from their family to make money and then they 
are asked to pay taxes on their remittances. We 
really need to be cautious because by imposing 
such a tax, we might be opening a window for 
money smuggling,” he said.

MP Hashem supports tax on remittances

The British School of Kuwait 
(BSK) hosted its annual Duke of 

Edinburgh International Award (IA) 
ceremony at the Shakespeare Theatre 
for Bronze, Silver and Gold award 
winners for 2016/17. Presented by 
the charismatic Sixth Form students 
Sayed Almoosawy and Meral Al-
Shair, parents and honoured guests 
watched high quality presentations, 
speeches and videos summarising 
the year’s events.

The 60 BSK participants in 
attendance were also fortunate 
to have their awards presented by 
the first Arab to climb the highest 
mountains on all seven continents, 
Zed Al Refai. Group Captain Finlay 
McLean, Defence Attaché at the 
British Embassy, was guest speaker 
and joined Zed with the presentation 
of awards.

The evening illustrated the IA 
becoming further embedded within 
the BSK community and with 
expeditions for the Gold, Silver and 
Bronze Award students completed 
to Sri Lanka, Cyprus and the UAE 
respectively, the achievements 
accomplished were outstanding. 

It was highlighted that over 
KD5000 has been raised and sent 
to the Dhading region of Nepal 
to help with the damage caused 
in the 2015 earthquake. BSK are 
continuing their partnership with 

Nepal and its children by supporting 
the fundraising activities for a 
new earthquake resistant school 
building.

In his address, Group Captain 
McLean spoke warmly on the theme 

of leadership in the community and 
Zed Al Refai also provided anecdotes 
from his own expeditions and 
inspiration and encouragement to 
the students to ‘reach for the sky’ 
with their ambitions. 

BSK celebrates Duke of Edinburgh Award winners

Gulf Bank is proud to have won 
‘Best Mobile Banking Experience 

in the Middle East’ at the Arabian 
Business Kuwait Awards held on 7 
May, 2017 at the Jumeirah Messilah 
Beach Hotel.

Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant 
General Manager for Corporate 
Communications at Gulf Bank said: 
“Recognition of Gulf Bank’s innovative 
and easy to use mobile banking app 
continues with another Middle East 
regional recognition, this time at 
the Arabian Business Magazine’s 

Kuwait Awards. Our ‘Blinking to 
Bank’ app is the first combination 
fingerprint / facial recognition to be 
launched in the Middle East and one 
of the few available worldwide. This 
innovation underlines the Bank’s 
strategy for moving its customer base 
over to digital, while also exceeding 
our customers’ mobile banking 
expectations.”

Arabian Business is the Middle 
East’s leading weekly business title - 
focusing on the English speaking and 
Arabic speaking business community. 

Gulf Bank awarded Best Mobile 
Banking Experience in the Middle East

The Uzbekistan Embassy 
announced in a press release that 

the country’s 16th traditional festival 
‘Silk and Spices’ will be held on 26-28 
May in Bukhara. Its goal is to preserve 
the existing cultural heritage and level 
of artistic skill, as well as to support 
folk crafts such as gold embroidery, 
hand weaving, carving, carpet weaving, 
building craftsmanship and fine arts.

The program of the festival 
includes performances of folklore 
ensembles from the regions of 
the country, national games and 
amusements, master classes, tasting 
of Uzbek pilaf at the event "Palov 
Sayli" and a fashion show from young 
designers of Uzbekistan.

The atmosphere of the eastern 
fairy tale will always recreate the 

colorful procession that will bring 
the guests of the festival thousands 
of years ago, when caravans loaded 
with silk and spices traveling from 
China to Europe, passing through 
mountain passes and lifeless deserts 
and stopped in blossoming oasis.

For anyone interested master 

classes on pottery, blacksmithing, 
gold embroidery, carpet weaving, 
coin aging and much more will be 
held. The organizers of the event will 
be the Khokimiyat of Bukhara region, 
the Bukhara regional branch of the 
State Committee for Tourism and the 
association of artisans 'Hunarmand'.

Japanese Anime 'Ninja 
Hattori' broadcast on KTV1

With the support of the Embassy of Japan in Kuwait, and Japan 
Foundation, Kuwait Television - Channel one- is showing the 

Japanese anime series 'Ninja Hattori' daily, since its start on Saturday, 6 
May at 6 am.

Ninja Hattori, originally a manga by Fujiko Fujio published in 1964, was 
made into an anime series. The story of Ninja Hattori is about a ninja boy 
named Hattori, who helps another boy named Kenichi to solve his problems 
at school, with friends and family. The story shows the value and depth of 
friendship between two children.

Uzbekistan Embassy announces the 
16th ‘Silk and Spices’ traditional festival
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With the World Health Assembly (WHA) 
online registration closed on Tuesday, 

Taiwan is being left out of the WHA. Beijing 
issued a reminder that adherence to the "1992 
Consensus" was a requirement for participation, 
and it was clear "which side is responsible" for 
Taiwan being left out of the WHA.

The World Health Organization (WHO), as a 
specialized agency of the United Nations (UN), 
must deal with Taiwan in accordance with the 
one-China principle, which is reflected in UN 
General Assembly Resolution 2758 and WHA 
Resolution 25.1.

Taiwan had been participating as "Chinese 
Taipei" in the WHA since 2009 as an observer. 
This special arrangement was made through 
cross-Strait consultations against the backdrop 
of the peaceful development of cross-Strait 
relations and on the political foundation that 
both sides of the Taiwan Strait adhere to the 

1992 Consensus. The current administration 
of Taiwan, the Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP), however, has not recognized the 1992 
Consensus and its core connotation that both 
sides belong to the same China, damaging the 
political foundation for cross-Strait relations 
and leading to the suspension of cross-Strait 
communication mechanisms.

The DPP administration refuses to recognize 
the 1992 Consensus, which embodies the one-
China principle, and this created an obstacle for 
Taiwan's participation in the WHA.

The prerequisite and foundation for Taiwan's 

participation in the WHA no longer exists, and 
this has affected [Taiwan's] involvement, which 
had lasted eight years.

The DPP should bear full responsibility 
for the island's absence from the World 
Health Assembly (WHA) this year. The DPP 
administration should reflect on the reasons 
why Taiwan will be absent from this year's WHA, 
and any attempt to pass the buck or shift the 
focus will not succeed.

The mainland values the interests of Taiwan 
people in the health sector and multiple 
measures have been adopted to promote 

cross-Strait exchanges in this regard. Experts 
from Taiwan can participate in WHO-related 
technical meetings and activities, while the 
WHO may also send experts to the island when 
needed. These arrangements, made under the 
one-China principle, ensure timely and effective 
responses from Taiwan in instances related 
to public health both on the island and other 
places around the world.

The mainland's stance toward Taiwan's 
participation in activities held by international 
organizations had remained clear and consistent; 
there must always be a proper arrangement 
based on the one-China principle made through 
cross-Strait consultations.

Only by doing this can cross-Strait 
institutional exchanges be resumed and both 
sides will be able to engage in consultations 
on Taiwan's participation in activities held by 
international organizations. 

The current administration of Taiwan should bear full responsibility 
for the island's absence from the World Health Assembly

Republic of China's admission to World Health Assembly
In response to the article that appeared in Issue 845 of The Times Kuwait, under the title, 
'Leaving no one behind: WHO urged to invite Taiwan to WHA', the Embassy of The People's 
Republic of China in Kuwait, provided the following:

Continued from Page 7
re-insurers will not support it” or that it is the company policy. The fact, 

however, lies in lack of effort on the part of the insurer. World market is 
always prepared to innovate, alter and improve Policy wording, practice and 
implementation. Only adequate effort, persistence and presentation is required.

Lack of empathy for insured: Having signed on the dotted lines, insurers 
then hardly show any empathy for the insured. Promises made at the time 
of product sales are usually exaggerated on one or the other premise by 
the marketing teams, which are never verified per terms of the contract. 
Except for a few insurers, contract (policy) wordings are cumbersome and 
not easily understood by a common customer. Only at the time of loss, the 
reality is understood. Efforts should be made to simplify policy wording with 
explanation of 'technical jargon' in simple language. Marketing staff should be 
trained to advise on benefits and exceptions, as well as deduction provisions 
per event and other intricate matters in detail. This will go a long way in 
avoiding the disputes or dissatisfaction at later stage. 

Delays in asessment and settlement of claims: Time and again, the 
insured complains of inordinate delays in respect of settlement of claims, 
which may occur due to many factors, such as, inaction or delayed action of 
insured, loss assessor, or company executives. Insured is required to provide 
the claim bill with supporting documents, such as invoices, stock inventories, 
bill of lading, repair estimates, official reports from government authorities 
such as the fire brigade,police and others as required. Most difficulties arise 
due to delay in obtaining reports from government departments. 

Insured is well-advised to move in time and follow up for early submission 
of reports, since insurer cannot approve without clear cut evidence from 
government departments. Traffic-court judgments in case of claims arising 
due to or involving motor vehicle accidents are a must and follow up is 
desirable. Settlement of claims can be prejudiced if particulars of the insured, 
their premises, locations, names of employees or limits are incorrect. Insured 
is advised to ensure correctness of salient information on receipt of the 
policy document. Experience has shown that year after year, insured keeps 
on renewing or extending the cover without change in the subject matter 
insured or other salient information. Insurer cannot effect any change at 
renewal unless properly advised by insured. Accordingly, a proper review of 
requirements should be made and advised before each renewal. 

Major alterations in sum insured, subject matter of insurance, locations 
or other data during the period of cover should also be advised promptly and 
amending endorsements to policies be obtained. Act in time and save nine.

Third party administration for claims: To reduce their cost of administration 
in servicing claims, insurers opt to service some policies through third-party 
administrators (TPA), who aim to reduce the liability of the insurer, without 
offering proper explanation to insured. On the one hand the contact with 
the insurer is broken and on the other, the redressal mechanism of disputes 
is shattered.  One cannot deny the economic and administrative benefits of 
TPA but insurers must ensure that complaints against the actions of TPA 
are attended by responsible and sympathetic executives of the insurer to 
maintain long lasting friendly relations with insured.

Redressal of disputes: Generally two types of disputes can arise in claims. 
Disputes of 'liability of insurer' and 'quantum of loss / offer for settlement'. 

Both Insurers and insured should attempt to resolve disputes by mutual 
discussion and agreement. In absence of any mediation mechanism, the 
disputes in respect of admissibility of liability or otherwise may result 
in court cases. The policy provision for referral to arbitration in case of 
quantum dispute are cumbersome and lengthy. These are both expensive 
and time consuming and leave a bitter taste with insured. It is believed that 
an ombudsman established by Association of Insurers can be of great value, 
both to the insurer and insured. 

Importance of insurers being 
more customer friendly

S A H RIZVI

Emitting black cloud of smoke at intervals as it used 
to roll on the railway tracks; the steam engine 

had majesty and some sort of romanticism with its 
movement.  It added so many idioms to the English 
language, “as it steamed past,” “let the steam go off” 
and “on the track” were all colloquial derivates from the 
steam engine.

First introduced in India during the British rule in 
1850’s, the steam engine had a long lifespan for almost 
120 years when the black beauty was slowly phased out 
in 1970’s , giving way to modern invention like diesel 
and electric locomotives.  But the majesty of this black 
beauty left an indelible impression on Indian folklore.

“The new generation has not seen steam engine in 
motion, the huffing and puffing, its thunderous noise 
like us who travelled on these trains propelled by steam 
locomotives,” said Tarun Thakral, Managing Trustee of 
India’s first Heritage Transport Museum.

“Steam locomotives are wonderful to behold as you 
can experience the raw power of a machine,” Tarun 
said, before adding that unlike modern electric or diesel 
locomotives which start instantly, Steam locomotives 
take hours to get going, and must let off steam when being 
shut down – literally spewing energy away in a wondrous 
display of power and might. The sight, the sound and the 
smell all conjure up images of an era gone by. Tarun has 
a reason to be proud as the Heritage Transport Museum 
has recently completed the restoration of its 1953 Jung 
Steam locomotive. This provides a chance to experience 
a 1950's Steam Engine and rediscover the magic of the 
bygone era of Steam Railways. The steam engine was fired 
on Saturday on a 100 meter track, wheeling in its stride 
with noise and smoke that was once associated with it.

Built in 1953 by Arnold Jung Lokomotivfabrik (Arnold 
Jung Locomotive Works), a locomotive manufacturer 
established in 1885, in Kirchen, Rheinland-Pfalz, 
Germany, it stands 12.5 feet tall and 31 feet long, and 
weighs over 47 tons in service. The locomotive can carry 
1,320 gallons of water and over 4 tons of coal to feed its 
voracious appetite. It operates on a 5 feet 6 inches track 
gauge (broad gauge) T. There is an interesting history 

behind this locomotive though it was lying in a derelict 
condition in Indian state of Bihar for the last couple 
of decades. Rohtas industries had purchased six such 
locomotives between 1953 and 1957 and this locomotive 
was the first to arrive and named RIL - 2.

After persuading the Indian Railways (Heritage cell) 
this locomotive was acquired by the Museum in a scrap 
condition in October 2016. A team of engineers from 
Chennai headed by M.S. Rangaswamy along with the 
Museum's own team ensured that this locomotive is 
back on tracks steaming again.

Tarun said it is indeed a proud moment for the 
Heritage Transport Museum as it dedicates this 
locomotive to the people of India. For the first time in 
India a private museum has a fully functional steam 
locomotive.Restoration work on the Museum's other 
steam locomotive, a 1921 Kerr Stuart is due to begin in 
the winter of 2017. The Heritage Museum has another 
reason to be proud as many of its collection are figured 
in the postage stamp issued by the Indian Postal 
department celebrating the mode of transport in India. 
The stamp was released at a gala function inside the 
Museum last month.

Steam engine fires again with full glory 
at India’s Heritage Transport Museum

FOCUS
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A reception was held on 9 May at the Embassy of the 
Russian Federation to mark the 72nd Anniversary 

of the end of World War II in Europe and victory over 
Nazi Germany in 1945. Ambassadors of the Republic of 
Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation, 
the Republic of Tajikistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan 
conjointly hosted the event that witnessed the gathering 
of members of the diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti officials, 
special invitees and media personnel. 

In an ode to the past, students of the Russia school 
and compatriots performed popular songs and dances 
created during the Great Patriotic war. The Moscow 
Cossack Choir, who were special guests on the occasion, 
performed traditional Cossack songs and dances. 
Concluding the show, the artists and guests sang the 
famous ‘Victory Day’ song in unison.

Reception commemorates 
victory of World War II

Taiwan highlights best of 
country with Trending Taiwan 

The Taipei Commercial Repre-
sentative Office in Kuwait held 

a presentation ceremony into the 
progress and business opportunities 
in Taiwan with a ‘Trending Taiwan’ 
reception at the Sheraton Hotel. In 
attendance were members of the 
diplomatic corps, business associates 
and other guests.

Representative of Taipei 
Commercial Office to Kuwait Ray 
H.W, who has a distinguished 
career spanning over 32 years, 
pointed out the new vision and 

development strategies of Taiwan 
and stressed the importance of 
exploring and promoting mutually-
beneficial business cooperation. He 
mentioned that Taiwan has many 
thriving next generation industries 
in various fields such as Information 
and Communication Technology, 
Biomedical R&D, green technology 
industry, smart machinery and 
national defense as well as secured its 
position in the Asian Silicon Valley.  

He indicated new technologies 
such as energy producing glass 
windows and development of new 
agricultural techniques among others. 

With regards to the trade profile of 
the country, he stated that the World 
Trade Organization named Taiwan the 

17th largest exporter and 18th largest 
importer of merchandise in 2015

On the country’s tourism 
industry, he noted that it ranked as 
the 7th best destination for Muslim 
travellers, largely due to fostering an 
atmosphere that was friendly towards 
Muslim visitors. 

He acknowledged the similarities 
between Taiwan and Kuwait, 
noting their comparable support 
for peace and humanity, before 
bringing attention to his country’s 
humanitarian aid efforts and medical 
missions. He noted that Taiwan 
donated $225 million during the 
2008 China Sichuan earthquake, and 
following the Japanese Tsunami of 
2011, made a donation of $252 million. 




