
      15 - 21 October, 2017 www.timeskuwait.com   150 FilsIssue No 868 Established 1996

SRI LANKA 
Celebrates 
One Big Tea Party 

8SPECIAL REPORT

Kuwait tops in PPP projects across region

with 
this issue

Staff Report

Former United Nations 
Secretary General Ban Ki-

moon praised the compassion 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al 
Sabah, as unprecedented among 
world leaders. 

“I have met so many leaders 
during my tenure as Secretary-
General of United Nations who have 
a passion for leadership, but His 

Highness the Amir’s compassion 
is unparalleled and exemplary,” he 
pointed out. Elaborating on this, 
he added that during his tenure 
the number of refugees grew from 
11 million to 65 million and the UN 
had appealed for contribution from 
all its member states. “Kuwait, a 
small country, rose to the occasion 
under the leadership of His 
Highness the Amir in contributing 
to the needy and helpless. 

Continued on Page 6

Compassion of H.H. the Amir
remarkable: Ban Ki-moon

Public-private partnership (PPP)  
projects that are being implemented 

or under planning in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) region grew by 
116 percent in value during the past 12 
months, says a new report by Middle 
East Economic Digest (MEED).

The new report by MEED, the 
leading business intelligence 
publication in the region,  titled, ‘PPP 
in the Middle East & North Africa 2017’ 
shows that nearly 155 PPP projects 
worth a combined US$185 billion, are 
currently underway or being planned 
across the MENA region. Notably, 
these projects do not include those 

in the energy sector. Despite nearly 
a year of sustained production cuts 
by OPEC, oil prices continue to be 
sluggish and still remain way below 
the more than $100 per barrel luster it 
enjoyed prior to mid-2014. This sharp 
fall in revenue for most oil-exporting 

countries in the MENA region meant 
that many projects previously 
funded by the public sector had to be 
scrapped, shelved or toned down.  

The MEED report looks at the 
region’s plans to involve the private 
sector and use PPP to deliver many 
of the government infrastructure 
and services projects that were 

facing a dubious future. The new 
projects facing a revival include in 
the transportation, housing and 
healthcare sectors.

Most of the PPP projects planned 
or underway in the region are in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states. With about $44.4 billion 
worth of PPP projects planned by 
the Kuwait Authority for Partnership 
Projects (KAPP), the main body for 
implementation of PPP projects in the 
country, Kuwait has by far the biggest 
PPP pipeline in the region. 

Libya, with $36 billion worth of 
projects, the UAE with $27.6 billion, 
Bahrain with 20.6 billion and Saudi 
Arabia’s newly formed National Center 
for Privatization (NCP) delivering 
$17.5 billion worth projects, make up 
the top five countries in value of PPP 
projects. These five countries together 
accounted for nearly 80 percent of all 
planned PPP ventures in the region.

The transport sector, with almost 
$93 billion worth of projects has the 
biggest value of PPP projects, with rail 
and aviation accounting for the bulk 
of planned projects. Saudi Arabia has 
the biggest number of transport 

Continued on Page 10
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climate change are optimistic that a tipping 
point is approaching. Sales of electric cars have 
increased dramatically in recent years; some 
750,000 were registered in 2016 — nearly half in 
China. Still, it is human nature to resist change, 
and many prospective buyers remain hesitant. 
That is why addressing consumption bias must 
be the highest priority over the next few years. 
Several changes are needed to ensure that 
growth in EV usage and sales continues.

For starters, consumers must overcome the 
belief that zero-emission mobility is only for 
wealthy people in developed countries. Every 
year, 6.5 million people die from polluted air, 
and 92 percent of the world’s population lives in 
places where the air is unsafe to breathe. Vehicle 
emissions are a major contributor to dirty air 
everywhere. Investing 
in electric mobility 
and infrastructure — 
including electrified 
public transportation, 
charging stations, and 
electric car-sharing 
programs — will help, 
not hurt, development.

Support for such 
investments requires 
people to reject the 
false promise of ‘clean’ 
fossil fuels. Some 
industry officials insist 
that electric cars are not 
ready for mass rollout, 
and that a better 
solution would be to 
build more efficient 
gasoline and diesel 
engines. This is the story 
we hear most often 
from car dealers in Latin 
America. But such views are as inaccurate as 
they are self-serving.

I have been fortunate to experience firsthand 
what electric mobility feels like, and how it is 
superior to gasoline- and diesel-only cars. I have 
traveled for thousands of miles across several 
countries on all-electric road trips. Once a driver 
experiences the clean, silent, and powerful 
technology, it is difficult to hand back the keys. 
Governments and consumer groups everywhere 
must work together to put more people behind 
the wheel of these inspiring vehicles.

Finally, we must address the structural 
imbalances that persist in our transportation 
policies. Simply put, those who suffer most from 

‘dirty’ mobility have the weakest political voice. 
For example, data from the United Kingdom 
show that it is often the poorest people that 
walk or take buses. Development of zero-
emission public transit, therefore, is rarely a top 
priority for government leaders. To sway them, 
advocates must sharpen their defenses of the 
economic and social benefits of zero-emission 
mobility, such as the positive effects on public 
health.

Changing course will take time. In Costa 
Rica, my organization is working to encourage 
businesses and governments to sign an ‘electric 
mobility pact’ to encourage investment in EV 
infrastructure. In early 2018, we will open an 
online registry, and by the end of next year, we 
aim to have 100 public and private organizations 

on board. Costa Rica’s 
legislature is also 
debating a bill to provide 
tax incentives for 
electric transportation.

Others in Latin 
America are finding their 
own ways to promote 
electric mobility. In Chile, 
for example, the focus is 
on solar power and the 
link between mining and 
EV manufacturing.

But political changes 
alone will not push 
EVs into the fast lane. 
To do that, customers 
will need to embrace 
a new clean-mobility 
narrative. In Costa Rica, 
we pride ourselves on 
the fact that nearly 
all of our electricity is 
produced by renewable 

sources, including hydroelectric, geothermal, 
and wind. This gives us an incentive to lead the 
global transition from gas-powered vehicles to 
electric cars, buses, and trains. We Costa Ricans 
are striving toward “un país sin muflas” — a 
country without exhaust pipes. Expanding that 
goal globally is the ultimate objective.

To be sure, pushing the electric engine past the 
gas-powered relic will remain an uphill battle. 
But new technologies, like better batteries and 
speedier charging stations, will help accelerate 
the transition. Just like the CEO of Shell, I, too, 
believe that the transition to electric mobility 
is inevitable. What we see on the roads today is 
just the beginning.

SPOTLIGHT
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Monica Araya 
Founder and Executive Director of Nivela, leads 
the citizens group Costa Rica Limpia, and is 
Vice President of Costa Rica’s Electric Mobility 
Association. 

A world without exhaust pipes 

Every year, 6.5 million people die from 
polluted air, and 92 percent of the 
world’s population lives in places where 

the air is unsafe to breathe.

The efficient movement of people is crucial 
for any society. When transportation 

networks function well, they drive economic 
development and literally bring people together. 
But in many parts of the world, mobility is a 
matter of life and death; it is dirty, unsafe, and 
chaotic. Pollution and congestion from trucks, 
buses, and cars are daily hazards for millions, 
especially in emerging countries.

Fortunately, big changes are coming to how 
humans move. For the first time since the 
mid-nineteenth century, when the modern 
internal combustion engine was invented, its 
demise is within sight. Car manufacturers have 
announced plans for scores of electric models, 
and politicians in several European countries 
have put an expiry date on gasoline and diesel 
cars, with leaders in India and China aspiring to 
do the same.

Companies around the world are making bold 
predictions that electric mobility is the future of 
transportation. Even those with the most to lose 
from a shift away from fossil fuels understand 

that electric vehicles (EV) are inevitable. In 
July, even Ben van Beurden, the CEO of Shell, 
conceded that his next car will be electric.

More people are arriving at the same 
conclusion, and those of us who have been 
championing EVs as one of the solutions to 
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The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season, which 
officially began on June 1 and will end on 

November 30, is likely to be the most expensive 
on record. Hurricanes have killed close to 300 
people in the region this season, and damage 
estimates so far stand at $224 billion. On a 
scale that measures the accumulated cyclonic 
energy of hurricanes, this season is the first to 
have recorded three storms each rated above 
40. Fortunately, one of those three, Hurricane 
Jose, remained mostly at sea, where it did little 
harm; but Hurricanes Irma and Maria caused 
widespread destruction in the Caribbean, 
including Puerto Rico. Irma had an accumulated 
cyclonic energy of 66.6, the third-highest ever 
recorded.

Hurricane Harvey had less energy but brought 
record-breaking rain and flooding to Houston 
and other parts of Texas and Louisiana. Harvey 
may be the most expensive storm in US 
history, even exceeding the cost of rebuilding 
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
Employment figures show that the United 
States lost 33,000 jobs in September, which 
analysts attribute to the hurricanes. Then, just 
as the season seemed to be winding down, 
Hurricane Nate caused at least 24 deaths in 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Honduras, before 
heading for the US.

Harvey, Irma, and Maria were extraordinarily 
powerful storms. But the number of lives lost 
and the amount of damage caused reflect 
human decisions. 
Houston’s notorious 
laissez-faire approach to 
zoning allowed houses 
to be built on flood 
plains. Between 1996 
and 2010, the Houston 
Chronicle has reported, 
the region lost 54,000 
acres of wetlands, 
where some of the 
rainfall could have been 
absorbed. Storm-water 
drainage capacity failed 
to keep pace with the 
expanding paved areas. 
In a city with more 
far-sighted planning 
controls, there would 
have been fewer lives 
lost and less damage.

Planning ahead 
can save vast sums. 
According to an 
independent study for the US Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, a dollar spent 
on disaster mitigation saves taxpayers $3.65, on 
average, and saves society an additional $4.

The cost-benefit ratio is even higher in 
developing countries. In Bangladesh, where 
millions of people live on fertile but flood-
prone river deltas, the non-profit organization 
Islamic Relief found that by raising the land on 
which people lived, it could provide long-term 
protection from floods at a cost of $525 per 
family. Otherwise, the family was likely to lose 
everything in a major flood, and would then 
need over $575 in emergency aid in a single 

month. Bangladesh has also saved many lives by 
building storm shelters and providing advance 
warnings of coming storms.

Despite the clear and mounting evidence 
of the cost-effectiveness of timely action to 
mitigate the damage storms cause, the world 
spends far more on post-disaster aid and 
reconstruction than it does on mitigation, and 
this is especially true in poor countries. That’s 
understandable, because even in good times, 
poor countries have little to spare.

But it should be easier to change the 
balance of spending from humanitarian aid 
organizations. United Nations and World Bank 
reports indicate that from 2000 to 2008, rich-
country governments devoted 20 percent of 
all aid spending to disaster relief work, but less 
than 1 percent to disaster prevention.

Two elements of human psychology 
contribute to our irrational neglect of preventive 
measures. We are not good at giving the 
appropriate weight to low-risk events, however 
catastrophic they may be, and we are more 

concerned about saving 
identifiable people than 
about saving lives when 
we don’t know whose 
will be saved.

The first failing is 
demonstrated by the 
need for legislation 
to ensure that people 
in cars buckle their 
seatbelts, even though 
any rational cost-benefit 
calculation would 
indicate that doing so 
is the sensible choice. 
The second is reflected 
in our willingness to 
spend almost unlimited 
sums to rescue trapped 
miners, and our 
reluctance to pay for 
higher safety standards 
that would save more 
lives at lower cost. We 

empathize with the trapped miners, but we 
cannot identify with the people whose lives will 
be saved by stricter safety measures. Yet every 
‘statistical life’ saved will turn out to be the life 
of an identifiable person.

Finally, what of the storms themselves? We 
think of hurricanes as natural and irresistible 
events, so all we can do is reduce the loss of 
life and the damage they cause. Yet climate 
scientists have been warning us for decades 
now that the continued emission of greenhouse 
gases is causing our planet to become warmer. 
Although it is impossible to attribute any 
particular storm to climate change, we know 
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and founder of the non-profit organization, The 
Life You Can Save; his most recent books are 
One World Now, Ethics in the Real World, and 
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Unnatural Toll of Hurricanes 

United Nations and World Bank 
reports indicate that from 2000 to 
2008, rich-country governments 
devoted 20 percent of all aid spending 
to disaster relief work, but less than 1 

percent to disaster prevention.
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that when tropical storms form over warmer 
water, they strengthen and become more 
intense. Climate scientists have therefore 
predicted more frequent and more damaging 
hurricanes.

The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season adds 
to the mounting evidence in support of that 
prediction. The cost of repairing the damage 

must be taken into account in the cost-benefit 
discussion of switching to clean sources of 
energy and reducing methane emissions from 
the meat industry. The question is not whether 
we can afford to switch to clean energy and more 
environmentally friendly foods, but whether we 
can afford to continue living with a warming 
planet and all its consequences.
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AFRICA

Income inequality in Africa highest in south
The widest gaps in income 

between the rich and the poor 
in Africa are to be found in five 
southern African nations, as well as 
the Comoros and the Central African 
Republic, says a pioneering new study 
by the United Nations on income 
inequality on the continent.

Titled ‘Income Inequality Trends 
in sub-Saharan Africa: Divergence, 
Determinants, and Consequences’, 
the report was released by the 
Africa bureau of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP).

Among southern African nations 
where income inequality is worst are 
South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, 
Zambia and Lesotho. In contrast, 
income is more equitably distributed 
in countries in which agriculture 
plays a more prominent role in 
economies. 

“Countries like Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Niger, Burundi, and Guinea, which are 
characterized by egalitarian access 
to land for productive engagement, 

especially in agriculture, appear to be 
performing better and rank among 
the most equal in the world,” says the 
report.

Moreover, the study adds, the 
inequality in southern and central 
African countries where the oil and 
mining sectors are important is 
getting worse, while the gap between 
rich and poor is narrowing in countries 
where agriculture dominates, which is 
mostly in west Africa.

Comparing income inequality 
across-the-board in Africa to that 
globally, the agency says that 
despite the growth in gross domestic 
product in recent years and an overall 
reduction in income inequality, 
sub-Saharan Africa remains one of 
most unequal regions in the world. 
The study attributes high levels of 
inequality to concentration of land in 
the hands of a few, and to weak access 
to agricultural assets by others.

The UNDP's Assistant 
Administrator and Director for 

Africa, Abdoulaye Mar Dieye, says in a 
preface to the report: “When growth 
occurs in sectors characterized by 
high asset concentration, high capital 
absorption and skilled-labor intensity, 
such as mining, finance, insurance, 
and real estate and the public sector, 
overall inequality rises. 

By contrast, inequality falls or 
remains stable if growth takes place 
in labor-intensive manufacturing, 

construction and agriculture.” He 
associated inequality with “highly 
dualistic” economies, in which a small 
“labor elite” work in government, 
multinational companies and 
the resource sector, while most 
workers earn much less in the 
subsistence or informal sectors. He 
cited government tax policies as 
contributing to inequality when they 
fail to redistribute spending to areas 

such as health, education and social 
protection for the vulnerable and 
marginalized.

“Policies which reduce poverty 
do not necessarily reduce income 
inequality, for instance, quality 
education and enhanced productivity 
are potent tools for poverty 
reduction, yet if unaccompanied 
by progressive taxation and well-
targeted social protection, they could 
accelerate income disparities,” said 
the UNDP official.

As well as calling for better social 
protection for the poor, he said 
policies to promote industrialization 
and increase the productivity of 
the informal sector of the economy 
are needed. “To achieve the (UN's) 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
governments, private sector actors, 
civil society organizations and 
development partners must focus 
on rapidly reducing poverty and 
income disparities simultaneously,” 
he concluded. 

President Ameenah Firdaus 
Gurib-Fakim, who has headed 

the island nation of Mauritius 
since 2015, is part of an exclusive 
club of three women currently 
leading African nations. The other 
two in the triumvirate are Liberian 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and 
Namibian Prime Minister Saara 
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila.  

The president, a biodiversity 
scientist with a doctorate in 
organic chemistry, who chairs the 
leadership group of the Coalition 

for African Research and Innovation 
(CARI), was recently in Washington 
D.C. to meet with the Gates 
Foundation about CARI's work.

The idea of CARI, she said, is to 
build up funding and infrastructure 
for African scientists "who are 
working in key areas of health, 
sustainable development, energy, 
water — you know, all the issues 
which will help the African 
continent to be successful on their 
sustainable development goals."

She recognizes that climate 
change and food insecurity are 

urgent problems in Africa, which 
is struggling with increasingly 
frequent droughts and other 
weather-related disasters. "What 
we are witnessing is the disruption 
of climate change, so food security 
will be impacted," she said. "It is 
also a given that if you improve 
agricultural productivity by 1 or 
2 percent, you will remove 40 to 
50 million people out of absolute 
poverty, so we need to relook this 
sector."

Mauritius already has one of 
the strongest economies in Africa, 
based on exports of sugar and 
textiles and a banking sector that 
draws in many foreign businesses 
attracted to the island's stable 
politics and favorable banking laws. 

When President Sirleaf leaves 
office in January, Gurib-Fakim 
will be the only remaining female 
head of state on the continent.  "I 
am an endangered species," she 
quipped recently during a media 
interview. She added, “The need 
for more female leadership goes 
beyond just numbers; it is a matter 
of capitalizing on the talent of the 
entire population instead of just 
half of it.”

"You cannot win a football 
match, for example, if you leave 52 
percent of the team on the bench," 
she said. "So, if we want to make a 
dent in many spheres, we need to 
take on board women's intuition. 
We need to take on board women's 
capacity, and we need to bring the 
women on board because we're 
bringing a different dimension to 
the thought process." Pointing out 
that many of Africa's herders and 
farmers are women, the president 
said, "We must not be coy about it, 
women feed Africa."

Improving agricultural 
productivity 

decreases poverty

In a bid to reinvigorate domestic consumption of the 
country’s major export product, Ghana’s President 

Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo has promised to initiate 
a program that will ensure every student receives free 
chocolate or cocoa products every day.

He said the decision is tied with the government’s plans 
of boosting the local consumption of cocoa products from 
the world’s second largest producer of the cash crop. “Our 
target is to provide every Ghanaian student with a bar of 
chocolate or cocoa beverage each day whilst in school 
… [Government agencies] are to ensure the sustained 
provision of cocoa beverages and chocolates to school 
children from primary school to secondary level,” he said 
while speaking on the occasion of World Cocoa Day and the 
70th anniversary of the country’s cocoa pricing company, 
Ghana Cocoa Board.

Ghana is the second largest exporter of cocoa in the 

world after neighboring Ivory Coast. The West African 
country produced an estimated 909,493 metric tonnes in 
July, 2017, Ghana’s biggest harvest in six years. It is estimated 
that Africa consumes only 4 percent of chocolate products 
from the continent.

Ghana promises free chocolate for students

Last week, the United States lifted the trade and 
financial embargo that it had first imposed on Sudan 

in 1997, in response to alleged human rights violations 
and terrorism concerns in the African country. In 2006, 
the US government layered on more sanctions for what it 
said was Sudan’s complicity in committing violence in the 
Darfur region. 

Removing the punitive sanctions, which had practically 
cut Sudan off the global financial system for nearly 
two decades, President Donald Trump said the country 
had made significant progress in fighting terrorism and 
in easing humanitarian distress. The US also secured 
Khartoum’s commitment not to pursue any new arms 
deals with North Korea. Despite the removal of trade 
sanctions, Sudan would still remain on the US list of state 
sponsors of terrorism — alongside Iran and Syria — which 
entails banning the sale of US weapons and restricting aid 
to  the country, said US officials. They also warned that any 
back-sliding on the part of Sudan would immediately lead 
to reinstating the sanctions.

Also, the US decision to lift sanctions would not, at 
least for the moment, make any changes to the arrest 
warrant issued by the International Criminal Court against 
Sudanese President Omar Hassan Al-Bashir, who stands 
accused of orchestrating genocide in Darfur. Nor would it 
affect the status of Sudanese officials subject to sanctions 
by the United Nations for human rights violations during 
the Darfur conflict. State Department spokeswoman 
Heather Nauert said the sanctions relief was in recognition 

of Sudan’s “sustained positive actions” but that more 
improvement was needed. The lifting of sanctions 
reflects a US assessment that Sudan has made progress 
in meeting Washington’s demands, including cooperation 
on counter-terrorism, working to resolve internal conflicts 
and allowing more humanitarian aid into Darfur and other 
rebellious border areas, the official said.

The lifting of sanctions is expected to unfreeze Sudanese 
government assets and could benefit a range of businesses 
in Sudan, including its key energy sector. The economy 
has been reeling since South Sudan, which contains three-
quarters of former Sudan’s oil wells, seceded in 2011. 
However, rights groups have expressed reservations on 
the lifting of sanctions. “It sends the wrong message to lift 
these sanctions permanently when Sudan has made so little 
progress on human rights,” said Andrea Prasow, deputy 
director of the Washington office of Human Rights Watch.

Sudan free of US sanctions, 
rights groups unhappy
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For the last few years, the global economy 
has been oscillating between periods of 

acceleration (when growth is positive and 
strengthening) and periods of deceleration 
(when growth is positive but weakening). After 
over a year of acceleration, is the world headed 
toward another slowdown, or will the recovery 
persist?

The current upswing in growth and equity 
markets has been going strong since the summer 
of 2016. Despite a brief hiccup after the Brexit 
vote, the acceleration endured not just Donald 
Trump’s election as US president, but also the 
heightening policy uncertainty and geopolitical 
chaos that he has generated. In response to this 
apparent resilience, the International Monetary 
Fund, which in recent years had characterized 
global growth as the “new mediocre”, recently 
upgraded its World Economic Outlook.

Will the recent growth spurt continue over 
the next few years? Or is the world experiencing 
a temporary cyclical upswing that will soon be 
subdued by new tail risks, like those that have 
triggered other slowdowns in recent years? 
It is enough to recall the summer of 2015 and 
early 2016, when investor fears of a Chinese 
hard landing, an excessively fast exit from zero 
policy rates by the US Federal Reserve, a stall in 
US GDP growth, and low oil prices conspired to 
undercut growth.

One can envision three possible scenarios for 
the global economy in the next three years or so. 
In the bullish scenario, the world’s four largest, 
systemically important economies — China, 
the eurozone, Japan, and the United States 
— implement structural reforms that boost 
potential growth and address 
financial vulnerabilities. By 
ensuring that the cyclical 
upswing is associated with 
stronger potential and actual 
growth, such efforts would 
produce robust GDP growth, 
low but moderately rising 
inflation and relative financial 
stability for many more years. 
The US and global equity 
markets would reach new 
heights, justified by stronger 
fundamentals.

In the bearish scenario, 
the opposite happens: the 
world’s major economies 
fail to implement structural 
reforms that boost potential 
growth. Rather than using this 
month’s National Congress of 
the Communist Party as a catalyst for reform, 
China kicks the can down the road, continuing 
on a path of excessive leverage and overcapacity. 
The eurozone fails to achieve greater integration, 
while political constraints limit national 
policymakers’ ability to implement growth-
enhancing structural reforms. And Japan 
remains stuck on its low-growth trajectory, as 
supply-side reforms and trade liberalization — 
the third ‘arrow’ of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s 
economic strategy — fizzle out.

As for the US, the Trump administration, in this 
scenario, continues to pursue a policy approach, 
including a tax cut that overwhelmingly favors 
the rich, trade protectionism and migration 
restrictions that may well reduce potential 

growth. Excessive fiscal stimulus leads to 
runaway deficits and debt, which results in 
higher interest rates and a stronger dollar, 
further weakening growth. Trigger-happy 
Trump could even end up in a military conflict 
with North Korea, and, later, Iran, diminishing 
America’s economic prospects further.

In this scenario, the lack of reform in major 
economies will leave the cyclical upswing 
constrained by low trend growth. If potential 
growth remains low, easy monetary and credit 
policies could eventually lead to goods and/or 
asset inflation, eventually causing an economic 
slowdown, and possibly an outright recession 
and financial crisis,– when asset bubbles burst 
or inflation rises. The third, and, in my view, 
most likely scenario lies somewhere between 
the first two. The cyclical upswing, in both 
growth and equity markets, continues for a 
while, driven by the remaining tailwinds. Yet, 
while major economies pursue some structural 

reforms to improve potential 
growth, the pace of change is 
much slower, and its scope 
more modest, than is needed 
to maximize potential.

In China, this muddle-
through scenario means 
doing just enough to avoid a 
hard landing, but not enough 
to achieve a truly soft one; 
with financial vulnerabilities 
left unaddressed, distress 
becomes all but inevitable 
over time. In the eurozone, 
this scenario would entail 
only nominal progress 
toward greater integration, 
with Germany’s continued 
rejection of true risk-sharing 
or fiscal union weakening 
incentives for struggling 

member countries to undertake tough 
reforms. In Japan, an increasingly ineffective 
Abe administration would implement minimal 
reforms, leaving potential growth stuck below 
1 percent. In the US, Trump’s presidency would 
remain volatile and ineffective, with a growing 
number of Americans realizing that, despite his 
populist pretense, Trump is merely a plutocrat 
protecting the interests of the rich. Inequality 
rises; the middle class stagnates; wages barely 
grow; and consumption and growth remain 
anemic, at barely close to 2 percent.

But the risks of muddling through extend far 
beyond mediocre economic performance. This 
scenario represents not a stable equilibrium, 
but an unstable disequilibrium, vulnerable to 

VIEWPOINT

Is the world experiencing a 

temporary cyclical upswing 

that will soon be subdued 

by new tail risks, like those 

that have triggered other 

slowdowns in recent years?

economic, financial, and geopolitical shocks. 
When such shocks eventually emerge, the 
economy will be tipped into a slowdown or, if 
the shock is large enough, even recession and 
financial crisis.

In other words, if the world does simply 
muddle through, as seems likely, it could, 

within three or four years, face a more bearish 
outlook. The lesson is clear: either political 
leaders and policymakers demonstrate the 
leadership needed to secure a better medium-
term outlook, or downside risks will materialize 
before long, and do serious damage to the 
global economy.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Nouriel Roubini  
Chairman of Roubini Macro Associates and 
Professor of Economics at the Stern School of 
Business, New York University  

Three Scenarios for the Global Economy 
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Julia Gillard 
Former prime minister of Australia, is Board Chair 
of the Global Partnership for Education. 

Closing the Education Gender Gap 

Completing primary school in Niger was never 
a certainty for Aishetu Mahmoudu Hama, 

given all the obstacles that stood in her way. “It 
was hard to study,” she recalls. “We sat on the 
ground – sometimes on a mat, sometimes just in 
the dirt.”

But Aishetu persevered, and she is now a 
23-year-old university student. Aishetu knows 
that without school, her life chances would likely 
be confined to herding, farming, getting married, 
and having a lot of children. There simply would 
be no other opportunities for her to pursue. Like 
the female teachers who inspired her to learn, 
Aishetu wants to be a role model to younger girls 
and her own siblings. She hopes that her story 
will motivate them to complete their education, 
too. On this International Day of the Girl, Aishetu 
stands as proof of the difference that education 
can make for girls and the people around them. 
But the struggles that Aishetu overcame also 
remind us that education remains beyond reach 
for far too many girls.

Consider one appalling statistic: The number 
of girls not attending school, despite having 
fallen by 40 percent since 2000, still stands at 
130 million. This helps to explain why women 
struggle more than men to find meaningful, 
well-paying work, and why the share of women 
in the global workforce persistently lags behind 
that of men. Making matters worse, even where 
girls’ educational attainment has grown rapidly, 
commensurate improvements for women in the 
workforce have remained elusive. According to a 
2015 study by the World Economic Forum, ‘while 
more women than men are enrolling at university 
in 97 countries, women make up the majority 
of skilled workers in only 68 countries and the 
majority of leaders in only four’.

These gender gaps represent a major 
generational challenge for large and small 
businesses alike. Worldwide, companies are 

already struggling to find enough qualified 
workers for their increasingly automated work 
processes. The International Commission for 
Financing Global Education Opportunity reported 
last year that nearly 40 percent of employers are 
having difficulties recruiting workers with the 
right skills.

Businesses investing in lower-income countries 
also need their workers to be healthy. This is 
more likely when mothers are educated: they 
and their families tend to be healthier than in the 
case of less educated mothers. In fact, research 
shows that if all childbearing-age women were 
to complete secondary education, the number 
of children dying before age five would drop by 
about 350,000 each year.

The businesses investing in developing- and 
emerging-market countries that are home to 
most out-of-school girls thus have an interest 
in helping girls get the education they deserve. 
If educational outcomes improve, we will likely 
see far more women pursuing the higher-level 
technical training that today’s workplaces are 
demanding. To put 130 million additional girls 
into school, we will have to overcome an array of 
stubborn barriers. In many countries, educating 
girls is not considered important, owing to 
expectations that they will work exclusively 
at home or on the family farm. Early marriage, 
sexual assault, a lack of sanitary facilities for 
menstruating girls, and humanitarian crises are 
just some of the factors that make completing 

an education more difficult for girls than for boys. 
And in remote areas in particular, school fees and 
arduous commutes pose further challenges.

Even if these cultural, political, and geographic 
hurdles can be cleared, wealthier countries will 
need to commit far more resources to educating 
girls in developing economies than they have in 
the past. Shockingly, the share of donor countries’ 
overseas development aid that is allocated for 
education has shrunk over the last six years, 
and is now smaller than it was in 2010. Donor 
countries urgently need to reverse that trend. The 
Global Partnership for Education has been one 
the leading catalysts in educating girls over the 
past decade and a half. Thanks to GPE funding, 
an additional 38 million girls in developing 

countries were enrolled in primary school from 
2002 to 2014. To build on that progress, GPE will 
hold a financing conference, co-hosted by the 
Senegalese and French governments, on February 
8, 2018, in Dakar. We are appealing to donors 
around the world to help us reach $2 billion in 
annual funds by 2020.

With sufficient funding, GPE can support the 
education needs of 870 million children in more 
than 80 countries. And it can help developing 
countries build education systems that will 
give girls like Aishetu the chance to realize their 
potential. When girls and women are empowered 
through education, they can and do transform 
the world for the better. Investment in their 
potential is a bet that can’t lose.

 OCTOBER 11 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL CHILD

Nurture education as a force to transform socially, 
economically and politically the lives of girls and adolescents.

_ Irina Bokova - UNESCO Director-General

The number of girls not 

attending school, despite 

having fallen by 40 

percent since 2000, still 

stands at 130 million. 

Continued from Page 1

This is among the many reasons that a 
special award as humanitarian leader of the 
world was given to His Highness the Amir,” said 
the former top UN representative.

Ban Ki-moon, who visited Kuwait last week 
to deliver his first lecture after relinquishing 
his role as the UN Secretary-General, spoke at 
the Sheikh Saud Al Nasser Diplomatic Institute. 
Addressing young Kuwaiti and senior foreign 
ambassadors in the country on the topic of 
‘Leadership of Kuwait in a changing World’, 
Mr.Ban praised the Kuwaiti leadership for their 
role in mediating the political and diplomatic 
crises among GCC countries. He referred to 
the mutual respect and non-interference 
which were among the cornerstones of Kuwait 
foreign policy and he strongly supported the 
Kuwaiti efforts and leadership on this subject.

He also brought up the subject of North 
Korea in his address, where he explained the 
current status and the provocations taking 
place. He commended Kuwait’s decision to 
downsize the North Korean mission and also 
reduce the number of North Korean workers in 
the country. He added that by 2019 there would 
be no North Korean workers in the country 
and that this showed a firm resolution by the 
leadership to demonstrate their commitment 
to UN resolutions, especially since Kuwait was 
poised to serve as a non-permanent member 
of the UN Security-Council next year.

Interestingly, touching on the subject of 
what the future would look like for humanity, 
the former Secretary-General pointed out that 
humanity was on the cusp of entering the 4th 
Industrial Revolution and Artificial Intelligence 

was increasingly taking over roles from 
humans; this, he said, was of grave concern.

Ban Ki-moon, who is also credited with 
making the Paris climate agreement possible, 
said that climate change was one of the 
many causes he worked hard to make it 
happen; other causes included education and 
eradication of conflict.

Saying that the world was going through 
immense suffering from conflicts that were 
mostly created by people, Mr. Ban said that 
leaders were responsible for this, because they 
showed a lack of leadership and sincerity

He concluded by saying that he was confident 
Kuwait and all neighboring leaders would 
exercise their leadership to make the world a 
better place than it was now. He said Kuwaitis 
were known to open their heart before opening 
their house and that it was very important to 
work together for lasting solutions.

Compassion of H.H. the Amir
remarkable: Ban Ki-moon
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Interning at a museum is the last 
thing you would expect from a fast-

food fueled generation that lives and 
breathes online. But that is exactly 
what Kevin Mathew, a young Indian 
teenager, did two years back when 
he volunteered as a docent at the 
Dar al-Athar al- Islamiyyah (DAI), the 
Kuwait-based international cultural 
organization. 

Kevin, the son of Soly Mathew, who 
works at Gulf Bank and Bency Mathew, 
a homemaker, hails from the south 
Indian state of Kerala, and moved to 
Kuwait with his family as a young boy. 

He is currently a student at the New 
English School, Kuwait.

As a teenager whose streaks of 
individuality were just beginning 
to emerge, the docent program at 
DAI helped him further explore and 
expand his passions and interests.

In a recent interview with The 
Times, Kevin detailed how interning as 
a docent was a rewarding experience 
that gave him the opportunity to learn 
so much more.

“The internship at DAI instilled in 
me a keen interest for the culture 
and history of the Middle-East 

and encouraged me to expand my 
knowledge and understanding of the 
field. I continued to intern as a docent 
in the museum for two years, and 
was then inspired to initiate a similar 
program, but one led by students, at 
the Tareq Rajab Museum in Jabriyah. 
This led to what has now become 
popular as the Tareq Rajab Docent 
Program (TRDP),” said Kevin.

The eponymous Tareq Rajab 
museum, founded by the late Tareq 
Rajab and his wife Jehan Rajab, houses 
over 30, 000 items, including rare 
manuscripts, miniatures, ceramics and 
other traditional artifacts. Working 
at the museum provided Kevin with 
close exposure to some of the most 

exquisite collections of Islamic culture 
from around the region and the 
Islamic world. Elaborating on the TRDP 
initiative, Kevin said, “My internship 
with the DAI taught me a lot and I 
wanted to share the opportunity with 
other students who were interested 
in Middle Eastern art, culture and 
heritage, and were just as enthusiastic 
in learning and expanding their 
knowledge in these fields. I discussed 
the possibilities of starting TRDP with 
the present directors of the Tareq 
Rajab Museum, Dr. Ziad Rajab and Nur 
Rajab. They were fully supportive and 

it was their trust and guidance that 
enabled me to take the idea forward 
and turn it into reality.

“The extensive process of recruiting 
and training new docents, and getting 
them enthusiastically engaged through 
various workshops and games, helped 
build up to the first event we held at 
the Tareq Rajab Museum earlier this 
year. Along with the rest of our docent 
team, I spent hours of my free time 
dedicated to ensuring the success of 
the event, which was attended among 
others by the ambassadors of several 
countries, including that of Australia, 
India, Kenya, Malaysia and Turkey,” said 
a visibly excited Kevin. 

He proudly described the impact 
that nurturing other docents had 
on him, “Watching the students 
we train grow into knowledgeable 
young adults is an experience I will 
always remember. We kept our initial 
group small, which brought us closer, 
encouraged us to share our ideas and 
passions and created a circle of like-
minded people who continue to grow 
together, constantly supporting each 
other in our collective and individual 
endeavors. This collaborative work 
has pushed us to keep the program 
growing, including more students 
in the future and exposing them to 
the same experience we were lucky 
enough to enjoy.”

“The TRDP is important in that it not 
only exposes young students to Middle 
Eastern history and culture, and trains 
them to disseminate this knowledge 
among visitors to the museum; it also 
helps revitalize the museum through 
promoting it among citizens and 
residents in Kuwait. The TRDP is slowly 

expanding into more museums and 
is slated to begin at the Tareq Rajab 
Museum of Islamic Calligraphy in the 
upcoming year,” Kevin clarified. 

An avid volunteer deeply interested 
in social work, Kevin has also 
been actively engaged in student 
empowerment projects back home in 
India. During his holidays, he volunteers 
with the Vidya Foundation, a local non-
governmental organization (NGO) that 
promotes quality education among 
economically disadvantaged children 
in India. Lack of quality education is a 
significant social issue that challenges 
India’s growth and development. After 
his first experience interacting with 
the children at these schools, Kevin 
says he is determined to remain a 
lifelong volunteer with the foundation. 

Recently, Kevin was given the 

opportunity to present a talk at the 
TEDx Shuwaikh event held at the 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center on 
the topic of ‘How Challenges Turn 
into Opportunities’. “The TEDx talk 
allowed me describe my journey with 
the TRDP and my exposure to Middle-
Eastern culture and heritage, through 
the museums in Kuwait,” said Kevin, 
who incidentally was the youngest 
speaker to present at a TEDx event, 
held in Kuwait. 

Currently, Kevin is focusing more on 
his passion for the sciences. An aspiring 
mechanical engineer, he finds himself 
occupied with exams and university 
applications. In spite of his busy 
scholastic schedules Kevin continues 
to balance his various interests and 
exams with the excitement for what 
the future holds.

INTERVIEW

Turning Challenges into Opportunities 
Kevin Mathew

Kuwait could resort to charging fees for the use 
of some roads following recommendations 

put forward by “serious” studies to improve traffic 
network. “All studies suggest that there should 
be a fee for the use of some roads,” said Ahmad 
Al Hussan, the Assistant Undersecretary for Road 
Engineering at the Ministry of Public Works.

 “However, there should be alternatives for these 
roads so that the motorist has the choice of which 
road he or she wants to use,” he said on Monday.

Al Hussan said that charging fees on the use of 
roads was becoming a necessity. “All the serious 
studies carried out in this regard indicate the need 
to impose fees on the use of some roads, provided 
that it is imposed thoughtfully and not randomly. 
The purpose of these fees is not the collection of 
funds, but rather organizing traffic and developing 
the road system,” he said.

Works Minister Abdul Rahman Al Mutawa in 
July presented a memo to the cabinet calling for 

imposing tolls for the use of Sheikh Jaber Causeway.
The causeway, one of the longest in the world, 

with a total length of 43.14km, is expected to be 
inaugurated by the end of 2018. 

In his memo, Al Mutawa said that the ministry 
conducted studies that compared the under-
construction causeway to other water links in the 
Arabian Gulf, Europe and Asia and found out that 
most of the countries imposed tolls on vehicles to 
help cover for operation and maintenance costs. 

The fees on the roads and on the causeway will 
be imposed on all users, including Kuwaitis and 
expatriates.

MP Safa Al Hashem has been pushing for 
introducing taxes for expatriates, who make up 
two-thirds of the total population, on using roads. 
The lawmaker, the only woman in the elected 
parliament, said her suggestion was aimed at 
addressing the demographic imbalance and 
reducing traffic congestion in the country.

Traffic tolls considered for road development and traffic control
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SRI LANKA 
     Celebrates 

One Big Tea Party 

If you are cold, tea 
will warm you. If 
you are heated, it 
will cool you. If 
you are depressed, 
it will cheer you. 
If you are excited, 
it will calm you.

Staff Report

Not just romantic landscapes, rising mountains, lush 
forests, golden beaches and great food, Sri Lanka is also 

known for some of the finest tea produced in the world under 
the brand Ceylon Tea.

One cannot miss the diverse flavours of tea that Sri Lanka 
produces in its three distinct agro-climatic zones that are each 
unique to the area it is produced. Known as a tea connoisseur’s 
paradise, the country’s reliance on tea as a major source of 
income is evident by the importance the industry is given by 
the government.

Sri Lanka recently held one of the biggest ‘Tea Parties’ in the 
world that we were fortunate to experience. Celebrating 150 
years of the Tea industry, the International Tea Convention saw 
more than 300 specialists from the global tea trade attend and 
deliberate on the various aspects of global tea industry.

Prime Minister of Sri Lanka Ranil Wickremesinge in his 
remarks to the large gathering applauded the industry’s 
contribution to the economy of the country and urged the 
industry to innovate and use best practices in its efforts to 
further expand. He pointed at some of the challenges facing 
the 150-year old industry that now needed new ideas and 
techniques.

Navin Dissanayake, the minister of Plantation Industries, 
took the opportunity to thank the entire industry for their 
contribution to the economy over the years. In his address he 
retraced the history of the growth of the industry and also 
factors that lead to Sri Lanka’s prominence as a tea producer. 
Giving an honest overview, Dissanayake did not mince words 
to highlight some of the shortcomings that needed to be 

addressed. While the industry needed overhauling it was 
headed in the right direction with some bold decisions being 
taken during the past few years, said the minister.

Sri Lanka tea market is characterised by a growing share of 
small tea growers, with their share of the tea market being 72 
percent and accounting for up to 40 percent of tea exports. 
Moreover, the Colombo tea auction still holds a significant 
position in the world with almost 6.5 million kilogrammes of 
tea auctioned annually.

TEA FESTIVAL
Celebrating Tea may not be as easy as one can imagine, but 

the Sri Lankan Tea Board headed by its chairman Dr. Rohan 
Pethipagola and his able associates made it an unforgettable Tea 
Party. The colorful and spectacular Ceylon Tea ceremony with 
professional dancers synchronised movements and music gave 
guests a glimpse of the hospitality and tradition that Sri Lanka 
is famous for. The ceremony was a fascinating experience that 
highlighted Ceylon Tea for the unique and special qualities it had.

Sri Lankan tea has come a long way in the 150 years of its 
existence, and, since its commercialisation, the industry has 
transformed the lives of millions of people and helped them 
overcome challenges by turning them into opportunities. But 
as Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe pointed out, the 150th 

— Sir William Gladstone

anniversary was an excellent occasion to reflect 
and remind the world once again about tea and the 
values that stand behind it, as well as the people 
who do everything to ensure that the quality of Sri 
Lankan tea is preserved and increased.

HISTORY
The heritage of Ceylon Tea is a history that Sri 

Lankans proudly narrate. A Young Scotsman, James 
Taylor who planted the first tea bush brought from 
Assam on Loolecondera Estate in 1867 over 10 acres 
of tea, as an alternative to coffee, over a five year 
period. In 1872 the first shipment was exported 
giving birth to the world famous Ceylon Tea brand 
and the beginning of a billion dollar industry that is 
treasured to this day. 

Diverse Flavors
Sri Lankan Tea is characterised by seven regions 

namely NuwaraEliya, Uda Pussellawa, Dimbula, 
Uva, Kandy, Sabaragamuwa and Ruhana. This 
diversity gives the country an edge as it allows 
them to develop speciality teas that cater to the 
discerning tastes of tea drinkers around the globe.

A Tea like no other
The country has come a long way since its first tea 

export and today Sri Lanka is the largest exporter of 
Black Orthodox tea in the world, accounting for 6.2 
percent of world tea production. It has a share of 
16.9 percent in global tea exports. The unique taste 
and quality are just some of its features, grown 
in pristine environments in a salubrious climate, 
Ceylon Tea is the cleanest tea in the world grown 
according to stringent environmental practices and 
the only tea awarded ozone friendly status by the 
Montreal Protocol.  

Pure pleasure in a cup
A good cup of tea is one of life’s greatest 

pleasures. Tea revives and refreshes the spirit; it 
improves mood, disposition and blood circulation. 
Research is continuously uncovering the numerous 
health benefits of tea. The polyphenols are found in 
most plants, tea is unique in having huge amounts 
of polyphenols. Tea is good for heart and immune 
system. It helps reduce the risk of diabetes and 
cancer. It promotes healthy teeth. Tea also aids 
digestion contains low quantities of sodium and 
can be drunk by those with high blood pressure. 
It keeps one hydrated and is also said to slow the 
ageing process.

Leaf to Cup
The process of producing tea is one that requires 

both craftsmanship and technique. Plucking of 

leaves is done manually by workers; as they pass 
between rows of tea bushes they ensure only two 
leaves and one unopened leaf bud are selected 
to ensure the final product is of required quality. 
These leaves then go through a process called 
withering, which takes away the moisture, followed 
by rolling, which breaks up the cell structure of the 
leaves and release the natural juices and enzymes 
which give tea its characteristic flavour. This 
process is followed by fermentation also known as 
oxidization, turning the leaves into coppery brown 
color through absorption of oxygen. The leaves 
are then passed through a process called firing by 
passing the tea through a hot air chamber. The tea 

is then passed though the final stage of grading and 
sorting before being packed.

Tea Tasting
The art of tea tasting is an acquired and highly 

prized skill. All tea produced in Sri Lanka is assessed 
by expert tea tasters and teas are required to 
conform to ISO 3720 standards. No tea that is 
without this certification can be exported or even 
released to the domestic market in Sri Lanka.

Dr Rohan Pethipagola, Chairman of Tea Board

Prime Minister of Sri Lanka Ranil Wickremesinge 

Navin Dissanayake, the minister of 
Plantation Industries with Times Managing Editor 

Reaven  D'Souza
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The Ambassador of Cyprus to Kuwait H.E. Charalambos 
Hadjisavvas and the Honorary Consul Fahed Abdulrahman 

Al Mojil hosted a reception to mark the 57th anniversary 
of the Independence of the Republic of Cyprus and the 50th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between Cyprus and Kuwait. 

The event, held on Sunday, 8 October at the Sheraton Hotel, 
was patronized by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cyprus H.E. 
Ioannis Kasoulides, who is on an official visit to Kuwait to mark the 
anniversary of the two countries' diplomatic relations. Kuwait and 
Cyprus established relations at the ambassadorial level in 2005.

Members of the diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti officials, dignitaries 
and special invitees were present at the reception. 

During his visit the Cypriot Foreign Minister also held a meeting 
with his Kuwaiti counterpart, First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign-Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, 

during which both ministers felicitated the 50 years of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries. 

The two foreign ministers also expressed their satisfaction 
with the ongoing strong and deep bilateral relations between 

Cyprus and Kuwait in all fields and pledged to continue working 
to further the historic and friendly relations between the two 
nations. Following their meeting the two ministers also inked a 
memo on energy cooperation.

Cyprus celebrates Independence Day

At the British School of Kuwait 
(BSK) on Thursday, 5 October, 

the Year 1 students enjoyed the 
theme ‘KAPOW!’ by coming to 
school dressed as their favorite 
superhero character.  During the 
day, the students took part in a 
variety of activities that encouraged 
group work, problem solving, 
communication and language 

and thinking skills. This term, the 
Year 1 students are learning many 
skills and knowledge through an 
engaging, fun, creative superhero 
themed topic. For example, to learn 
the importance of a healthy body 
and lifestyle, the students were 
involved in a superhero workout. 
It was a fantastic day for students 
and teachers. 

BSK Superhero Day soars to success

Friends and family are invited to 
Al Manshar Rotana Hotel from 15 

till 21 October to celebrate Diwali, the 
festival of lights. During this special 
week, relish a varied and plentiful 
selection of Indian delicacies starting 
from the freshness of Jal Jeera and 
Nimbu Pani to flavorsome Dosa, 
Paratha, Tandoori Chicken, Seekh 
Kebab and the popular Papadi Chaat 
and Gulab Jamun. Complete your 

experience with the delectable masala 
chai! Failaka restaurant will transform 
into a traditional Indian setting 
reminiscent like the old times where 
you get to taste the richness of Indian 
fare for just KD 9.999 per person.

Celebration will start from 
6:00pm till 11:00pm. For reservations 
and more information, call +965 2393 
1263 or email: failaka.almanshar@
rotana.com.

Celebrate Diwali 
at Al Manshar Rotana
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The Spanish embassy hosted a 
reception to commemorate 

the country’s National Day at the 
Symphony Style Hotel on 11 October. 
The Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait 
H.E. Carlos Saenz de Tejada welcomed 
the Chief Guest Kuwait's Deputy 
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah, 
as well the gathering of members of 
the diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti officials, 
dignitaries and special invitees. 

In his address to the audience, 
the Spanish ambassador Tejada 
mentioned Catalonia's disputed 
independence referendum, stating, 
“We are one people and it's impossible 
to be separated. What happened 

was not acceptable from all, and the 
Spanish government's stance of the 
independence issue is clear and backed 

by friendly countries.” He expressed his 
optimism for a diplomatic solution to 
the crisis and open dialogue following 

the government's suspension of the 
independence declaration. Regarding 
Spain's relations with Kuwait, Tejada 

lauded the strong and deeply rooted 
bilateral relations between the two 
countries, where Spain has cooperated 
with Kuwait in various domains, 
mainly politics, economy and culture. 
He added that a growing number of 
Kuwaitis are visiting Spain every year 
and many are settling in the country 
to manage businesses. For his part, 
Kuwait's Deputy Foreign Minister 
Khaled Al-Jarallah noted the diverse 
commercial, economic and investment 
relations Kuwait has with Spain.

On political issues, the Minister 
Al-Jarallah pointed out that Kuwait 
and Spain share similar views on many 
regional and international issues. 

Spanish embassy marks National Day

The Criminal Evidences Department of 
the Ministry of Interior will install 12 

new sophisticated devices at the Kuwait 
International Airport to detect forged 
passports, local media reported. 

The new devices have proved to be highly 

efficient at international airports around 
the world. These devices detect minute 
changes or amendments in the passport 
data, especially passports of countries which 
have yet to issue MRP (machine readable 
passports).

Kuwait Airport to install sophisticated devices to detect forged passports

The Korean embassy in Kuwait will 
commemorate the 38th Anniversary of 

the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the Republic of Korea and the State 
of Kuwait with a host of activities from Sunday 
to Wednesday, 15 to 18 October. A visit by the 
Republic of Korea Navy (ROKN) Cruise Training 
Task Group (CTTG ) will be the highlight of the 
celebrations. 

With regards to the celebrations, the 
Ambassador of Republic of Korea to the State 
of Kuwait H.E. Yoo Yeonchul stated, “I’m quite 
pleased to announce that the two Korean 
military ships, Destroyer Kang Gam Chan 
accompanied by the support military vessel 
Hwanchun, will visit the Shuwaikh port of 
Kuwait. The visit is the first of its kind in the 
history of Kuwait-Korea bilateral relations, and 
will set a new horizon of our two countries’ 
cooperation in the field of defense, enhancing 
our bilateral relations to a new level.”

The itinerary of the celebrations includes 
a welcome function to be hosted by the ROK 
Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Yoo Yeonchul 

followed by a public opening of ROK ship 
Kang Gam Chan, and Hwacheon. As part of 
activities, a defense exhibition promoting 
ROK's cutting-edge defense technology will 
take place on ROK ship Hwacheon during the 
ship opening day. On Tuesday, 17 October, ROK 
Midshipmen will play the ROK-Kuwait soccer 
match against Kuwaiti servicemen. Later in 
the day, joint cultural performances will be 
held at Jaber Al Ahmad Culture Center Concert 
Hall featuring performances from the Korean 
Orchestra, a Navy entertainment Group, and a 
taekwondo performance team.

Exciting activities planned 
for 38th Anniversary of 

ROK-Kuwait diplomatic relations

Salmiya Indian Model School (SIMS) organised 
the 2nd Season of SCIMA (Science Math) Fest 

at their campus on 4 and 5 October, 2017. The 
fest took off with the SCIMA Kaleidoscope, which 
featured a Science Exhibition where students 
displayed working and nonworking models 
on various subjects.  There was also a section 
dedicated to Mathematics with stalls for math 
games, puzzles and other activities. 

The Grand Finale of SCIMA ExQUIZit, the Inter 

School Quiz competition, happened on 5 October 
in the school auditorium. The Ambassador 
of Tajakistan to Kuwait H.E. Dr. Zubaydullo 
Zubaydov was the chief guest at the gathering of 
teachers and students of participating schools as 
well as management, staff, parents and students 
of the host school. 

Indian Community School, Amman proudly 
lifted the winners’ trophy while the team from 
Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan’s were the runners up. 

SIMS organizes second successful SCIMA
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Taipei Commercial Representative Office in the State of Kuwait 
organized a reception to honor Taiwan’s Double 10 Day or the 

106th Anniversary of the Founding of the Republic of China (Taiwan). 
A gathering of more than 300 guests was present at the function 

held at the Marina Hotel on 9 October, 2017. The gathering included 
members of the diplomatic corps, members of the Taiwanese 
community, Kuwait officials, students from Taiwan and special 
invitees.  Taiwanese Representative Ray Mou led a group to sing the 

national anthem of the Taiwan. In his speech, he lauded the mutual 
respect shared between the island of Taiwan and mainland China, 
particularly their common historical background that can bring the 
people closer together, rather than drive them apart.

Reception held to honor 106th Anniversary of Taiwan 

By Nita Bhatkar Chogle
Special to The Times

Students of the Indian English Academy School (IEAS) 
welcomed guests to a mesmerizing ‘The World of Stories’ 

exhibition recently. The exhibition included a delightful mix 
of colorful, magical and interactive storytelling brought to 
life by the students in costumes. 

Father Lionel Braganza, Principal of the school played his 
part with a hat and cape along with other head teachers in 
the school.  In his welcome speech, Fr. Lionel emphasized 
the importance of reading and how it led to the birth of this 
wonderful exhibition. Thomas Quinn, a teacher at Kuwait 
English School was invited as the Chief Guest. 

The 46 tales that were brought to life included a variety 
that appealed to all age groups. Lion King, Cinderella, 
Snow White, and Ali Baba occupied spaces on the ground 
level while Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Alice in 
Wonderland, Finding Nemo and classics like Macbeth, King 
Lear and others were put up on the higher floors.

The famous writer Stephen King rightly said, “Books are 
a uniquely portable magic.” Jenny Robert, primary section 
English teacher and one of the key drivers of the exhibition 
explained the importance of reading, saying, “Children have 
to go back to books. It helps to get the parents involved. 
The books bring families together. Even if you read one 
page together, it inculcates reading habits, improves their 
vocabulary and helps them gain more knowledge that 
enables them to interact with others.”

Walking through the corridors and experiencing each 
of the exhibits was truly an out of this world experience 
with both children and adults equally excited. What was 
amazing was the dedication of the students participating 

in each of the stories. Varying from Class I to Class IX, the 
children patiently played their parts in their superbly created 
costumes. Indeed, the exhibition was a remarkable feat by 
the young children as well as the teachers and parents who 
surrounded and supported them.

The students, teachers and even parents collaborated 
to transform almost all the classrooms into this wonderful 
world of stories. While just the planning began six months 
earlier, execution was started during the vacation period. 
After the holidays we had regular meetings and we took 
stock of the progress. The set up itself took a full two 
days. Starting on Tuesday evening, it was completed on 
Wednesday night for a full dress rehearsal.

The school teachers were so full of praise for the parents 
that came forward and helped put the exhibition together 
with their efforts on the sets, costumes and several other 
important elements. Aarti Rohtagi, Class teacher of grade 
IV who was also instrumental on the exhibition, said, “There 
were 80 teachers and about 45 children from each class. All 
classes were involved. The parents were a big help. Without 
them we wouldn’t be able to put up such a big act. ” 

The school was also generous enough to open its doors 
to students from other school in the morning for organized 
tours, and in the evening, the general public visited the 
exhibition.

A stories based performance by students of the school 
added its own life to ‘The World of Stories’ with each group 
portraying different stories in full costume and songs 
chosen to match the theme.  The hallways were packed as 
expected and a little difficult to get around in the evening, 
but well worth the time and the sweat. Truly a feast for the 
eyes and the mind. 

Well done IEAS! 

IEAS creates mesmerizing 
‘The World of Stories’ exhibition

Continued from Page 1

PPP projects planned in the region with the kingdom’s aviation sector in particular 
witnessing a rapid increase in activity, as the kingdom’s General Authority of Civil 
Aviation (GACA) seeks to deliver on its promise to privatize all of Saudi Arabia’s 27 
airports by 2020.

Another sector that has attracted significant private sector interest is affordable 
housing. Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the UAE are the major markets for PPP 
driven housing projects. Meanwhile, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Egypt are also 
seeking the PPP path to deliver social infrastructure projects in the healthcare and 
education sectors.

Private sector financing to fund public sector projects and services is not a new 
concept; it has been in vogue since the mid-1990s in many countries in the MENA 
region. But the majority of those projects were limited to the utilities sector for 
Independent Power Plants (IPPs) and Independent Water and Power Plants (IWPPs), 
which have benefitted from assured purchases by the government at prices favorable 
to investors. Outside the energy sector, PPPs have had a checkered history of buy-in by 
private investors.  

The PPP path aims to encourage the private sector in designing, building, financing 
and operating public sector infrastructure and services. However, with nearly 60 
percent of PPP projects still in the planning stage, and slated to be awarded only in 
the next five to six years, sustained political and popular support will be needed, says 
the report. 

Overcoming legislative, financial and capacity hurdles will be key to delivering on 
the region’s PPP plans. “The transition from full government control to private-sector 
control requires a host of difficult changes to be implemented.... It requires new skills 
and technical capacity, and it requires not just a change in business models but also in 
political mindset,” commented MEED editorial director Richard Thompson.

PPP Projects Coverage by Country

 Country  Number of PPP Projects*  Value of PPP Projects**

Kuwait  17  $44.4bn
Libya  3  $36bn
UAE  13  $27.6bn
Bahrain  9  $20.6bn
Saudi Arabia  15  $17.5bn
Iran   2  $14.3bn
Tunisia 34  $9bn
Iraq   2  $5.9bn
Morocco  9  $4.2bn
Oman  11  $2bn
Jordan  19  $1.6bn
Egypt   8  $1bn
Qatar  9  $0.9bn
* In planning and execution stage
* * not inclusive of all projects; indicative value based on data availability

Kuwait tops in PPP projects across region

The Hungary Cultural Exhibition was 
launched at the National Library of 

Kuwait (NLK) on 11 October. Secretary-
General of the National Council for 
Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) Eng 
Ali Al-Youha inaugurated the exhibit 
alongside the NLK's Director General 
Kamel Al-Abduljalil and Hungarian 
Minister of State for Cultural and 
Science Diplomacy István Kerékgyártó 
with the attendance of members of 
the diplomatic mission. The exhibition, 

ongoing till 19 October, aims to promote 
Hungarian culture, heritage, and tourism 
through a variety of rare Hungarian 
books dedicated to Kuwait, in addition 
to photographs and documentary films 
that illustrate the well-known cultural 
and historical sites in Hungary.

Minister Kerékgyártó expressed his 
gratitude for the warm welcome given by 
the organizers of the event, and lauded 
the strong ties between Kuwait and 
Hungary.

Hungary cultural exhibition 
launched at Kuwait National Library
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Deciding on a parenting style is often 
challenging. Is it better to be strict or 

more lenient? Is ‘helicopter parenting’ the 
right approach to guiding their children's 
choices? A new study at Yale University argues 
that modern parenting styles are shaped by 
economic factors that incentivize one strategy 
over others.

The study asserts that parents are driven 
by a combination of altruism — a desire for 
their children to succeed — and paternalism 
that leads them to try to influence their 
children's choices, either by molding their 
children's preferences or restricting them. 
These motivations manifest in three parenting 
styles: A permissive style that affords children 
the freedom to follow their inclinations 
and learn from their own experiences; an 
authoritative style in which parents try to 
mold their children's preferences to induce 
choices consistent with the parents' notions of 
achieving success; and an authoritarian style 
in which parents impose their will on their 
children and control their choices.

The researchers, postulating that 
socioeconomic conditions drive how much 
control or monitoring parents exercise on their 

children's choices, applied their model across 
time periods and countries. They found that 
parenting became more permissive in the 
1960s and 1970s when economic inequality 
reached historic lows in industrialized 
countries and parents could realize a return 
on letting children learn from their own 

experiences. Across countries, they document 
a link between parenting, on the one hand, and 
income inequality and return to education, on 
the other hand. 

Using the World Value Survey, where 
people are asked which attitudes or values 
they find most important in child rearing, 

they identify permissive parents with those 
emphasizing the values of imagination and 
independence in rearing children, whereas 
authoritarian and authoritative parents are 
those who insist on the importance of hard 
work and obedience, respectively. They show 
that parents in more unequal countries are 
less permissive. The same pattern emerges 
when they consider redistributive policies. In 
countries with more redistributive taxation, 
more social expenditure, and even stronger 
civil right protection, parents are significantly 
more permissive.

The researchers assert that their theory 
can help explain the recent rise of ‘helicopter 
parenting’, a version of the authoritative style in 
which parents seek to influence their children's 
choices with a combination of persuasion and 
intensive monitoring. They argue that the style 
gained hold in the United States as economic 
inequality increased, inducing a shift to more 
intensive parenting to strengthen children's 
drive for achievement and prevent them 
from risky behaviors. Meanwhile, they argue, 
more permissive parenting remains popular 
in Scandinavian countries, where inequality is 
lower than it is in the United States.

Economic factors influence parenting style

Bilingual children 
learn new languages 

more easily

It is often claimed that people who are 
bilingual are better than monolinguals at 

learning languages. Now, the first study to 
examine bilingual and monolingual brains 
as they learn an additional language offers 
new evidence that supports this hypothesis, 
researchers say.

The study, conducted at Georgetown 
University Medical Center, suggests that early 
bilingualism helps with learning languages 
later in life. "The difference is readily seen 
in language learners' brain patterns. When 
learning a new language, bilinguals rely more 
than monolinguals on the brain processes that 
people naturally use for their native language. 
Bilinguals also appeared to study the new 
language more quickly than monolinguals," said 
the researchers. In the study, 13 bilingual college 
students with Mandarin-speaking parents, 
who learned both English and Mandarin at an 
early age, were matched with a comparison 
group that consisted of 16 monolingual college 
students, who spoke English fluently.

The researchers studied Mandarin-English 
bilinguals because both of these languages 
differ structurally from the new language being 
learned. The new language was a well-studied 
artificial version of a Romance language, 
Brocanto2, which participants learned to 
both speak and understand. Using an artificial 
language allowed the researchers to completely 
control the learners' exposure to the language.

The two groups were trained on Brocanto2 
over the course of about a week, while 
their natural brain activity as the brain 
processed the new language was recorded on 
electroencephalograph (EEG) machines. The 
researcher found clear difference between 
the two groups. By the end of the first day 
of training, the bilingual brains, but not the 
monolingual brains, showed a specific brain-
wave pattern, termed the P600, which is 
commonly found when native speakers process 
their language. In contrast, the monolinguals 
only began to exhibit P600 only towards the 
last days of the training. 

Researchers from the University of 
Nebraska, Harvard Medical School and 

Massachusetts University of Technology (MIT) 
have designed a smart versatile bandage that 
could eventually heal various chronic wounds or 
battlefield injuries more efficiently and quickly.

The bandage consists of electrically 
conductive fibers coated in a gel that can be 
individually loaded with infection-fighting 
antibiotics, tissue-regenerating growth factors, 
painkillers or other medications.

A microcontroller no larger than a 
postage stamp, which could be triggered by 
a smartphone or other wireless device, sends 
small amounts of voltage through a chosen 
fiber. That voltage heats the fiber and its 
hydrogel, releasing whatever cargo it contains.

A single bandage could accommodate 
multiple medications tailored to a specific type 
of wound, the researchers said, while offering 
the ability to precisely control the dose and 
delivery schedule of those medications. 

The combination of customization and 
control could substantially improve or 

accelerate the healing process, through its 
dose-dependent drug delivery. The ability to 
release multiple drugs with different release 
profiles is a big advantage in comparison with 
other systems and has the potential to be 
applied in many different areas of biomedical 
engineering and medicine, said the researchers.

The team added that their smart bandage 
could be used to treat chronic skin wounds that 
stem from diabetes, as well on the battlefield 
where its versatility and customizability, 
whether to stimulate faster healing of bullet 
and shrapnel wounds or prevent the onset of 
infection in remote environments could be very 
beneficial.To evaluate the potential advantages 

of their smart bandage, the research team ran 
a series of experiments. In one, the researchers 
applied a smart bandage loaded with growth 
factor to wounded mice. 

When compared with a dry bandage, the 
team's version regrew three times as much 
of the blood-rich tissue critical to the healing 
process. In another experiment, an antibiotic-
loaded version of the bandage was found to 
eradicate infection-causing bacteria. 

Though the researchers have patented 
their design, it will need to undergo further 
animal and then human testing before going to 
market. That could take several years, though 
the fact that most of the design's components 
are already approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration should streamline the process.

In the meantime, the researchers are also 
working to incorporate thread-based sensors 
that can measure glucose, pH and other health-
related indicators of skin tissue. Integrating 
that capability would allow the team to create 
a bandage that could autonomously deliver 
proper treatments.

Smart bandage for better, faster healing

A new study by researchers Brigham Young University in the US, shows 
that when it comes to receiving bad news, most people prefer 

directness and candor, with very little buffer.
The researchers found that most people value directness over an 

extended and overly polite lead in to the bad news.  If someone is 
delivering bad news about a work-related or social relationship — think 
"I'm sorry, you're fired" or "I'm breaking up with you" — the recipient of 
the news might prefer they ease into it with a small buffer, such as, “We 
need to talk”, which would give them the few seconds needed to process 
that bad news was coming. 

But when it comes to receiving negative information about physical 
facts, such as “you’re dying” or “the water is toxic”, most people want it 
straight up without any easing in. "If your house is on fire, you just want to 
know that and get out. Or if you have cancer, you'd just like to know that. 
You don't want the doctor to talk around it," said the research team

For the study, 145 participants were offered varied forms of hypothetical 
visual, textual and verbal bad news. With each bad-news scenario, they 
were given two potential deliveries. They then ranked each received 
message on how clear, considerate, direct, efficient, honest, specific 
and reasonable they perceived it to be. They also ranked which of those 
characteristics they valued most. The study found that participants, for 
the most part, valued clarity and directness over other characteristics.

Previous research and advice on delivering bad news has been mixed, 
mainly because it had been shaped in a way that makes bad-news delivery 
easiest for the deliverer, which led to buffers that dragged out uncertainty 
for the bad-news recipient. The new survey was framed in terms of the 

recipient of bad news and which version they found least objectionable. 
The study found that people on the receiving end prefer to get it straight. 

Though the buffer in giving bad news is almost always a bad idea, 
there are cases when it can be valuable, even necessary. For instance, 
when trying to make a persuasive case for someone to change a firmly 
held opinion, strategic buildup can play an integral role. People are touchy 
about their belief systems, so any message that affects their belief system 
or their ego identity, needs to be buffered, concluded the researchers.

Bad news – give it straight
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When it comes to figuring out how to 
style leather leggings, the trickiest 

part is always figuring out what shoes look 
best when paired with the sleek trend.

This is a fashion conundrum, as there is quite 
the difference of opinions. Some stylish 
women say to never wear heels with leather 
leggings, while others vowed completely the 
opposite. This goes to show just how many 
different approaches you can take when 
figuring out how to style leather leggings. 
Here are some tips to shoes that would never 
work with the style, plus the ones they are 
doable.

Avoid cowboy boots with leather 
leggings:  Never wear cowboy boots with 
leather leggings, brown and black leather is 
a tricky combination, and the casual shoes 
with a more streamlined pant style just don't 
really fit. Instead, opt for cool combat boots 
with a modern edge. 

Don’t mix leather with leather:  Avoid 
wearing leather leggings with patent leather 
shoes, as the look would appear too busy and 
excessive. Non-athletic sneakers are stylish, 
versatile and comfortable all at the same 
time, and they make leather leggings look 
cooler and more wearable. Also, don’t even 
bother mixing leather boots with leather 
leggings—especially an over-the-knee style. 
They would just look too gauche. Go the 
classy route with bright but sleek slingbacks.

Short ankle boots are a no:  When it comes 
to leather pants, ankle boots work best. You 
can even contrast a sleek pair of black leggings 
by styling them with suede ankle boots. The 
chunky heel will be comfortable, and the 
height will help lengthen your leg.
  However, short ankle boots create a weird gap 
between the shoes and the pants so stay away 
from those. Also, wearing heels and leggings, 
including leather ones, are just too much for 
a classy look. The skin-tight pants with the 
going-out shoes add more much 
edge than required.  Hence, when 

picking your shoes, your best option is a classic, 
sleek black ankle boots with a nice pointed 
shape that elongates the line of leg.

Flats are wrong:  While a heeled sandal 
feels fancy enough to wear with sleek leather 
pants, a casual flip-flop or lace-up flat sandal 
feels out of place paired with this cool staple. 
Espadrilles with leather leggings are included 
in the shoes to avoid. Rather, heeled sandals 
add major wow-factor to any sleek leggings. 
Worse with wedges:  Wedges are too clunky 
to pair with leather leggings. Opt for a style 
a bit more feminine like pointy-toe pumps. 
The best part of the style is you can play 
up the sultriness of leather leggings with a 
pair of print 
shoes while 
introducing 
an element of 
sophistication.

LIFESTYLE

Youthful
hair st yle tips

You worry a lot 
about keeping your 

skin youthful, but have 
you ever considered 
how your hairstyle 
might be another culprit 

that is aging you? See: wispy bangs, limp locks, 
or chopping all your hair off once you have hit a 
certain age. The truth is, you can make simple 
hair changes that instantly leave you looking 
fresh-faced and, more importantly, give you a 
confidence boost. Here are some tips to help you 
look youthful by managing your hairstyle. 

Go for full-on fringe: Bangs can be worn by 
anyone and are an easy way to make a dramatic 
hair change. A fringe brings out a youthful look 
if they are on the fuller side rather than thin and 
wispy, which can age you. The key is to cut your 
hair at an angle and never straight across. You 
want the outer edges to gradually get longer to 
help frame your face and blend in with the rest of 
your hair. Not ready for bangs? Pick a side and try 
the side-swept fringe.

Add some va-va-volume: Naturally straight 
and limp hair gets more pronounced with age, 
and the longer it gets, the less volume there 
will be at the root. Now is the time to reach 
for volumizing products, including shampoos, 
conditioners, and styling agents. Another tip is 
to keep your hair at about shoulder length to 
prevent it from falling flat.

Shine on: Dull hair can drag you down, but a 
head full of shiny hair can take years off. Hair 
that is vibrant and shiny looks healthier and 
more youthful. Your best bet is an oil finishing 
spray onto damp or dry hair for extra glow and 
softness.

Consider length and layers: It's a common 
misconception that the older you get, the shorter 
your hair should be. Thick hair looks the most 
youthful at shoulder length or longer. The only 
downside to longer hair is the weight. To avoid 
weighing your hair down and achieving a younger 
look, add in subtle layers to give hair movement 
and volume. Moreover, subtle layers paired with 
a sea salt spray create a no-fuss morning routine 
and effortless style.

Shampoo strategically: One way to maximize 
shine and keep hair healthy is to not wash your 
hair every day and to shampoo strategically. 
Overwashing strips your hair of its natural oils, 
resulting in brittle hair and unwanted split ends. 
When shampooing, it's important to apply 
shampoo only at the roots, as it is the oiliest 
area. Condition only the middle shaft of the 
hair down to the ends, rinsing with cold water 
to rehydrate and seal the cuticle. In between 
washes, dry shampoo is your best friend.

Also try using a shampoo that's formulated 
specifically for aging hair, preferably one with 
ingredients to hydrate and protect hair from 
future damage as well as make hair noticeably 
softer, shinier, textured, and more manageable.

Is it really okay that you have held on to 
the same lipstick for years for those rare 

occasions you need a bright orange lip? What 
is wrong with keeping a blusher forever 
because nostalgia? The thing is over time; 
your makeup begins to not match or doesn't 
fit your skin type. Your skin and lifestyle has 
changed, and it's important to remember 
that what worked for you when you were 16 
doesn't necessarily work when you are 30.

Here are signs that prove it is time to 
reassess the contents of your makeup bag.

Your foundation doesn't match: There's 
nothing worse than applying your foundation 
and noticing that it leaves a dark line at your 
jawline or that it is too light and makes your 
skin seem ashy. Fear of a foundation line 
causes some women to forgo foundation 
altogether, as it's the ultimate makeup faux 
pas. When you see it happen, you should 
take the time to find a better match. A better 
product will make your complexion look 
perfect, and all of your other makeup will 
look best on skin that resembles skin.

Your mascara flakes: It's so easy to just 
keep swiping on whatever mascara you have 

handy. Some women consistently use old 
mascara or a formula that is familiar but 
flakes and smudges. The effects are horrific 
and are the first thing people notice when 
they see a smudged black eye area. Do 
yourself the courtesy of finding something 
that accentuates your lashes and doesn't 
make you look a crazy cat lady. 

Your concealer doesn't help: The under-
eye concealer that seemed to work in your 
20s won't help you in your 30s or 40s. Life 

takes a toll, you get less sleep, and you are 
stressed-out, and suddenly, you find that 
your under-eye area betrays you. Also, as fine 
lines start to develop, a dryer concealer that 
once worked will suddenly make you look like 
you have aged beyond your years.

If you apply your concealer in the morning 
and your dark circles are still visible, then this 
is a clue that you need a new product. 

Your eyeliner smudges: When you are 
young and carefree, you apply eyeliner in the 
morning and it magically is still there the 
next morning. 
As you age, this magic staying power goes 
away. Longer days, coupled with adult life 
that could include exhaustion, allergies, and 
general wear and tear, equals eyes that water 
and are prone to smudging.

Secondly, women often choose one shade 
that they think works for them and never 
make a change. This is a mistake. If you have 
been wearing your signature purple or teal 
eyeliner for years, try to move outside of your 
comfort zone and try a more neutral color. 
Same goes for those brown eyeliner users; 
branch out and try a plum or slate.

Signs your makeup is not working  

Shoes
and leather 

leggings 
combos
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Google announced a slew of products at its special launch 
event on 4 October, including its flagship phones, the Pixel 2 

and Pixel 2XL, as well as the Home Max and Home Mini speakers. 
While the flagship phones took pride of place at the launch, the 
potential to set the tech world on fire were the Home Max speaker 
and the Pixel Buds earphones infused with smart tech.

Rishi Chandra, who looks after Google Home products, 
speaking during the launch event said, "Just like the Pixel 
reimagined the camera, the Max will do the same with sound. 
Max is our first speaker with Smart Sound, a new audio experience 
powered by Google's artificial intelligence.” 

He pointed out that the speaker was capable of figuring out the 
room where it is placed, its dimensions and directions, so as direct 
sound in the most appropriate manner around the room. In other 
words, in songs where loud sound or more subtlety is needed, the 
Max will automatically adjust the sound. It will also see how noisy 
an environment is and accordingly adjust its own sound. 

Some of the other interesting features on Google Home include 
the ability to turn on or off a bunch of smart home devices when 
it hears the “Good Morning” or “Good Night” phrase commands. 

In addition, if you have Google Chromecast connected to your TV, 
you will be able to turn the TV on or off using the Home. Another 
simple but practical use of the speaker is to find your phone. You 
can now say, “OK Google, find my phone,” and Google will start to 
ring your phone. On Android devices the phones will ring even if 
they are in silence mode. 

Google has also added over 50 new games and skills to Home, 
as well as empowered the device to read stories to keep kids 

entertained. And finally, there is a small but important update to 
the Home’s phone calling feature: now when you make a phone 
call through the Google Home, it can display your own phone 
number on the caller ID to whoever you are calling. Previously, it 
would just display a random number, which meant a very good 
chance of someone not picking up.

The other show-stealer at the launch event was the sleek 
wireless earphone, Pixel Buds, which carry a list price of $159. The 
Pixel Buds are straight out of the future and if they work even 
half as good as what Google is claiming, the Pixel Buds will set 
the tone for the world of future where there will be almost no 
language barriers. This is because the Pixel Buds can do translation 
in real-time. "Pixel Buds can even translate between languages in 
real time using Google Translate on Pixel. Say you're in Italy, and 
you want to order your pasta like a pro. All you have to do is hold 
down on the right earbud and say, 'Help me speak Italian.' As you 
talk, your Pixel phone's speaker will play the translation in Italian 
out loud. When the waiter responds in Italian, you'll hear the 
translation through your Pixel Buds," said Adam Champy, product 
manager for the Pixel Buds.

Home and Pixel earbuds steal show at Google launch

IT firms to spend billions
on original video content

Facebook has joined the ranks of Amazon, Netflix and Apple in 
spending billions on buying original video content. Facebook 

recently announced that it is going into the next year “willing 
to spend as much as $1 billion” on original video content, for its 
revamped ‘Watch’ video tab. 

Facebook’s plan is that Watch, its original video-viewing hub, 
and all of the original content it buys for it, will make TV, like 
everything on its platform, a social experience. As far back as last 
June, it was reported that Facebook was willing to pay up to $3 
million per episode for centerpiece shows, and was also interested 
in original sitcoms with episodic budgets in the six-figures. 

Vice President of Media Partnerships at Facebook, Nick Grudin, 
said, “We're funding these shows directly now, but over time we 
want to help lots of creators make videos funded through revenue 
sharing products like Ad Break.” Eventually, Facebook wants to 
pay nothing for the original shows, instead offering the creators a 
45 percent share of their ad revenue.

Even a $1 billion investment is still a fraction of what 
Facebook’s digital competitors, like Netflix ($6 billion in 2017) 
and Amazon ($4.5 billion) shell out. Last year, Facebook put up 
$50 million to pay celebrities and brands to make content for its 
Live platform. As of April, the company has been touting this 
as a success, announcing that one in five videos shared on the 
platform are live-streamed. Earlier this month, it was reported 
that the company was offering “hundreds of millions” to music 
publishers in exchange for the rights to songs in the background 
of user-generated content.

Chinese tech giant Alibaba 
Group announced last week 

that it plans to invest more than $15 
billion over the next three years into 
a global research and development 
(R&D) initiative called Alibaba 
DAMO Academy. The initiative, 
aimed at creating technological 
collaboration worldwide, is 
expected to help the company 
reach its goal of serving two billion 
customers and creating 100 million 
jobs by 2036. 

DAMO, which stands for 
Discovery, Adventure, Momentum 
and Outlook will be led by Alibaba 
Group chief technology officer Jeff 
Zhang and would initially recruit 
over 100researchers. 

The Academy plans to open 
laboratories in seven cities around 
the world: Beijing and Hangzhou in 
China; San Mateo and Bellevue in 
the U.S.; Moscow, Russia; Tel Aviv, 
Israel; and Singapore.

The Academy’s current advisory 
board includes professors from 
Princeton, Harvard, MIT, the 
University of Washington, Columbia 
University, Beijing Institute of 
Technology, Peking University and 
Zhejiang University. Research will 
focus on a wide array of areas, 
including data intelligence, the 
Internet of Things, financial tech, 
quantum computing and human-
machine interaction.

Alibaba now joins other major 
Chinese tech firms, such as Huawei, 
Baidu and Tencent, in setting up labs 
and working closely with technology 
researchers and universities in 
the US and other countries. These 
programs give companies the 
benefit of dipping into new talent 
pools without having to convince 
potential hires to move to China, and 
also potentially luring them away 
from rivals like Amazon, Facebook, 
Google and Apple.

Windows 10 to control 
smart home devices 

Windows 10 users will soon be able to treat their 
PCs more like smart home hubs. If latest reports 

are to be believed, the new ‘connected home’ menu that 
has been added to Microsoft’s voice assistant, Cortana, 
will allow users to sign into and gain control of smart 
home services. It is currently compatible with Wink, 
Insteon, Nest, SmartThings, and Hue and is expected to 
roll out by as early as next week. 

Microsoft was earlier reported to be working on 
a new HomeHub feature that would create a family 
environment on the PC with shared access to calendars 
and apps. The idea was also to enable Windows 10 to 
serve as a smart home hub for connected devices.

While Microsoft works on those features, it is 
also said to be preparing for the release of a Harman 
Kardontoils away on those features, it's also preparing 
for the release of Cortana-powered Invoke speaker 
from Harman Kardon, which will be the first speaker to 
include the assistant. 

It is not exactly clear when it will go on sale, but 
an early listing on Microsoft Store priced it at $199. 
Microsoft is clearly getting serious about competing 
with Google, Amazon, Apple, and even Samsung for 
control of the smart home.

Alibaba Group to invest 
in global R&D programs






