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PACI teams with F5 to offer 
improved security, application 
delivery infrastructure

Memories of a lifetime…
N.S. Das leaves 

Kuwait after 42 years 

9 10LOCAL LOCAL

Lawmakers call for speeding up pending projects
Last week, while approving the estimated 

capital expenditures in the general 
budget for fiscal year 2017-18, lawmakers 
called on the government to speed up 
projects under construction. 

Giving their nod to nearly KD2.9 billion 
of expenses for construction projects and 
maintenance, as well as for purchase of 
equipment and machinery, the legislators 
pointed out that it was now incumbent on 
the government to ensure projects were 
completed without any further delay. 

Speaking on the legislative approval, the 
Budgets and Final Accounts Committee 
Chairman MP Adnan Abdul Samad noted 
that since parliament had given an early 
approval, the government needed to 
immediately complete all pending projects. 
He called on the relevant authorities 
to purchase the needed equipment and 
machinery to complete projects, especially 
given that over the past five years the cost of 
renting such equipment and machinery had 
reached over KD296 million. Revealing that 
there were 524 projects in various stages of 
implementation, the lawmaker said people 

had a right to see the benefits of capital 
expenditures, which accounted for around 
14 percent of the general budget.

Kuwait, which is home to the largest per 
capita oil reserves and fourth-largest total 
reserves of crude oil within OPEC, has seen its 
public finances dwindle due to rapid decline 
in oil revenues since mid-2014. Oil income, 
accounting for nearly 90 percent of Kuwait’s 
revenues, dropped from KD33 billion 
($108.6bn) in 2013 to KD16 billion ($51.8bn) 
in 2015. This prompted the government 
to table its first budget deficit in over 15 
years. Nevertheless, considerable financial 
buffers built in the years leading up to 2014 
are helping cushion budget deficits, and giving 
the government enough leeway to push ahead 
with spending on key public investments. The 
government’s 2015-2020 Kuwait Development 
Plan, which received an allotment of KD47 
billion ($155bn) from Parliament last year, is 
designed to include several developments in 
infrastructure, utilities and housing projects. 
A key focus of this mega-development plan 
is to enhance integration of the private sector 
into traditionally state-controlled areas of the 
economy and develop Kuwait into a financial 
and commercial center that attracts foreign 
investments. 

Contribution to the five-year develop-
ment plan is projected to come from the gov-
ernment (49.3%), oil sector (33.8%) and pri-
vate sector (16.9%), and is envisioned to raise 
the non-oil sector’s contribution to the GDP 
from 45 percent in 2010-2013 to 64 percent 
by 2020. A crucial ingredient to the success 
of this plan is developing the country’s con-
struction industry, which is already among 
the strongest performers in the GCC region. 

Continued on Page 16

Nearly a month after being assured of 
salaries by the company’s management, 
and weeks after being guaranteed 
payments by no other person than the 
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind 
Subaih Barrak Al-Subaih, workers of 
Kharafi National, a leading construction 
company in the country, still continue to 
languish in desperation. 

Now reports are coming in of yet 
another company — Mushrif Trading 

& Contracting — a leading civil construction 
and infrastructure company in Kuwait and 
the region, reneging on their promise to pay 
salaries to workers.

Last week, hundreds of workers from 
Mushrif Trading & Contracting approached 
the Indian Embassy seeking the ambassador’s 
support for obtaining their long due salaries. 
In their letter of grievance submitted to 
the embassy, the workers complained that 
they had not been paid their salaries for two 
months, and that their plight was becoming 
increasingly precarious by the day.

Over 2,750 employees, working for various 
projects of Mushrif Trading & Contracting, 
are believed to be affected by the company’s 
decision not to pay the monthly salaries of 
employees. On receiving a petition from the 
workers, the Indian Ambassador to Kuwait 

H.E. Sunil Jain has dispatched a formal letter 
to Minister Al-Subaih drawing her attention 
to the issue and requesting her immediate 
intervention so as to ensure the workers do 
not continue to suffer and that they are paid 
their pending salaries. The embassy also sent a 
similar letter addressed to the Acting Director-
General of the Public Authority for Manpower

For the record, in late-March, following 
Minister Al-Subaih’s direct intervention, the 
Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) was 
asked by the Social Affairs Ministry to revoke 
the bank guarantee provided by Kharafi 
National and pay salaries directly. However, 
the workers said that so far they have received 
no payments, neither from Kharafi National 
nor from MEW.

Companies in Kuwait that are alleged to 
have repeatedly held back the salaries of their 
employees are not small-time operations. 
These are well-established organizations with 
a track-record of working profitably on public 
and private sector projects for more than 30 
or 40 years. These are companies that often 
tout their ISO certifications attesting to the 
quality managements systems they have in 
place. These are companies that frequently 
extol the virtues of their human resources and 
claim that employees are their greatest asset. 

And yet, at the drop of the hat, these 
companies abandon their greatest asset in the 
street and ask them to fend for themselves.

Yet another local company
defaults on salary payments
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Latin America, in particular South America, 
has been in crisis for years. Yet foreign 

capital, both direct and financial investment, 
has continued to flow into the region. This is 
unprecedented.

In the past, the interruption of financial flows 
– or “sudden stops” – has been an essential 
feature of crises in Latin America and elsewhere 
in the developing world. The Latin American 
debt crisis of the 1980s brought an eight-year 
interruption. The Asian financial crisis that 
erupted in mid-1997 and subsequently spread 
across the emerging economies caused an 
interruption lasting six years. The interruption 
associated with the Great Depression of the 
1930s lasted several decades.

Yet these dynamics seem to be changing. 
After the collapse of the US investment bank 
Lehman Brothers in 2008, capital flows were 
interrupted for only about a year. Indeed, despite 
the magnitude of the initial shock, capital flows 
and risk margins had essentially normalized by 
2009, when bond financing in Latin America 
began to surge, soon reaching triple the pre-
2008 average. 

The shocks that have occurred since then have 
had an even smaller impact on financial flows. In 
2013, the US Federal Reserve began to roll back 
its bond-buying program, and commodity prices 

collapsed in mid-2014. In late 2015 and early 2016, 
developments in China roiled financial markets. 
More recently, Donald Trump was elected US 
president, and the Fed moved forward with its 
first two interest-rate hikes.

Yet the longest interruption in bond financing 
brought about by these shocks – which took 
place during the second half of 2015 – lasted 
just six months. The commodity-price collapse 
in 2014 caused Latin American risk spreads to 
grow, but only by 1.5 percentage points, which 
was about one-third the impact of the Lehman 
Brothers shock.

More remarkably, the Fed’s two recent 
interest-rate hikes have had no perceptible 
impact on risk margins and financial flows, 
though higher rates have been transmitted 
to Latin America. Trump’s election increased 
Latin American risk margins by less than one 
percentage point, and that premium had 
disappeared by the end of the year.

At the same time, all Latin American 
countries, with the exception of Venezuela, have 

retained access to private external financing. 
Brazil had access to capital markets even at the 
peak of its political crisis last year. Last April, 
Argentina pulled off the largest bond issue 
in Latin America’s history, after a settlement 
with 'holdout' creditors from an earlier debt 
rescheduling ended its pariah status in markets. 
Ecuador has carried out several bond issues 
as well. During the first quarter of 2017, bond 
issuance in Latin America was up 53 percent year 
on year, and it came at a lower cost.

Even Mexico, one of the main targets of 
Trump’s protectionist rhetoric, has suffered 
no adverse impact on its external financing. 
While Trump’s victory did trigger a depreciation 
of the Mexican peso, the exchange rate soon 
normalized and has returned to pre-election 
levels.

Does this mean the days of sudden stops 
in external financing and abrupt capital-flow 
reversals are over?

Not exactly. Latin America’s recent success 
at avoiding financing interruptions can be 

attributed to two main factors. The first is 
regional: Latin American countries experienced 
a sharp reduction in their debt ratios from 2003 
to 2008. With the commodity boom during 
this period sustaining massive accumulation of 
foreign-exchange reserves, the region’s external 
debt, net of reserves, fell from more than 30 
percent of GDP to less than 6 percent.

The second factor is global. Low interest 
rates in developed countries since the financial 
crisis have made those markets less attractive 
to investors, who have sought higher yields in 
emerging economies. Whether Latin America 
can continue to avoid sudden stops in the 
face of new shocks depends on whether these 
conditions persist.

As it stands, the region’s debt ratios are 
rising, but only moderately; on average, they 
remain well below the levels that prevailed 
at the beginning of this century. Adjustment 
policies have helped, no doubt at the cost 
of significant growth slowdowns and even 
recessions. Similarly, though developed-country 
interest rates will continue to rise until they are 
eventually normalized, the process is occurring 
slowly, even in the US.

Latin America’s recent ability to avoid 
sudden stops in external financing is good 
news, and it seems likely to endure. This gives 
the region’s governments some macroeconomic 
breathing room, allowing them to avoid further 
contractionary policies and enabling their 
economies to participate in the global recovery 
that is now underway.

José Antonio Ocampo 
Professor at Columbia University and Chair of the 
UN Economic and Social Council’s Committee for 
Development Policy, was Minister of Finance of 
Colombia and UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Economic and Social Affairs. 

Capital keeps flowing into Latin America 

During the first quarter 

of 2017, bond issuance in 

Latin America was up 53 

percent year on year, and 

it came at a lower cost.
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adamantly refusing to allow Syrians to escape 
the carnage by coming to the US as refugees, 
and after making clear only last week that the 
US would do nothing to topple Assad, Trump 
saw pictures of children foaming at the mouth 
after another chemical gas attack, and changed 
his mind.

Suddenly Obamacare, chaos in the White 
House, wild tweets and political incoherence, 
as well as a summit with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, for which Trump had appeared 
unprepared, were utterly forgotten. The same 
New York Times that had been in high dudgeon 
about the president from the moment he 
came to power now devoted almost every 
column inch to the steadfastness of the 
commander-in-chief, who had acted to teach 
the world (meaning China, Russia, and North 
Korea) a fine lesson.

And not just the New York Times; the Wall 
Street Journal hailed Trump’s move, of course, 
but so did the Washington Post’s David Ignatius, 
who claimed that “the moral dimensions of 
leadership” had now found its way into the 
Trump White House. Brian 
Williams, anchorman on 
MSNBC, was so excited by 
images of the missile attack 
that he could find only one 
word for them: “Beautiful!”

You would have to have a 
heart of stone not to enjoy 
seeing Assad get a bloody 
nose. Bombing your own 
civilians, or indeed anyone, 
with poison gas is a ghastly 
war crime. But striking an 
airfield is not a strategy and 
will do little to bring Syria’s 
civil war to an end.

Those Tomahawk strikes 
have, however, distracted 
attention from Trump’s 
political problems. And that, more than a heart 
that suddenly began bleeding, must be at least 
part of the explanation for his action. Trump 
may not know much about the world, and his 
ignorance of foreign policy may be boundless, 
but he has been a master of one particular art: 
self-promotion through the manipulation of 
traditional and social media. He knows how 
to grab the news. His aim, as a reality TV star, a 
marketer of his brand, and a politician, has been 
consistent: recognition as the world’s greatest, 
toughest, most powerful, and most beloved man.

One way of tapping into the fears and 
resentments of millions of Americans, who were 

disillusioned by endless wars, was to promise 
to put America first, by withdrawing it from 
foreign entanglements — in trade, multinational 
institutions, and especially military conflicts. As 
he put it very recently: “I’m not, and I don’t want 
to be, the president of the world.”

But now he has stumbled onto the best 
way to achieve his goal of being applauded as a 
tough guy: military action. His efforts to portray 
himself as a great president have faltered, but as 
commander-in-chief he appears to have scored 
a big victory where it really matters to him: the 
mass media. 

People may have grown sick of the wars 
unleashed by George W. Bush, but the reaction 
to Trump’s Tomahawks even in the august New 
York Times has made one thing clear: when 
the commander-in-chief confronts an enemy 
abroad, people will support him, as though it 
were their patriotic duty. 

And if bombing an air base is a mark of 
moral leadership, questioning it is not just 
unpatriotic, but also immoral, as though one 
does not wish to do something about those 

poor children subjected to 
Assad’s poison gas. Even 
if Trump’s Tomahawks do 
not solve the conflicts in 
the Middle East, and even if 
they actually make matters 
worse, he has achieved an 
important victory at home. 
In the eyes of many critics, he 
now looks presidential. And 
he may have repaired, if only 
temporarily, a serious rift 
among the Republicans.

Indeed, some of Trump’s 
fiercest opponents have 
been neoconservatives, the 
same people who promoted 
Bush’s war in Iraq. They 
hated his promises to 

withdraw from foreign conflicts. Now they will 
probably rally around him.

Trump still has no strategy, not in the Middle 
East, and not in Asia, where North Korea’s 
dictator, Kim Jong-un, is doing his best to grab 
the news and provoke Trump by testing nuclear 
devices and long-range missiles. But Trump 
now knows what to do to be admired as a 
great leader. A US aircraft carrier strike group is 
already on its way to the Korean Peninsula. An 
attack on North Korea, unlike a runway in Syria, 
could actually lead to nuclear war. But Trump’s 
moral dimension has been restored. It will be 
‘beautiful’.

VIEWPOINT

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Trump the War President? 

Ian Buruma  
Professor of Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Journalism at Bard College, is the author of Year 
Zero: A History of 1945. 

Trump may not know much 
about the world, and his 

ignorance of foreign policy 
may be boundless, but 

he has been a master of 
one particular art: self-

promotion.

Nothing seemed to be going right for 
Donald Trump during the first 11 weeks 

of his presidency. Federal courts blocked his 
attempts to ban citizens from six Muslim-
majority countries from entering the US. 
He failed to repeal former President Barack 
Obama’s signature health-care legislation 
(“Obamacare”), because so-called moderates 
in the Republican Party thought his proposed 
replacement was too harsh, and extremists 
thought it wasn’t harsh enough.

Moreover, Trump’s national security adviser, 
General Michael Flynn, had to step down 
because of dodgy dealings with the Russians, 
and members of his inner circle at the White 
House are fighting like cats and dogs. The New 
York Times and the Washington Post have both 
called Trump a liar. His approval ratings were 
dipping to 35 pecent, the lowest ever recorded 
for a new president.

Then, seemingly on the spur of the moment, 

Trump ordered an attack by 59 Tomahawk 
missiles on a Syrian air base. After years of 
horrendous bombings and torture by Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad’s forces, after 
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US President Donald Trump’s recently 
released 2018 budget blueprint proposes 

deep cuts in US foreign aid, prompting a discussion 
on the role of such spending in improving 
the health and wellbeing of the world’s most 
vulnerable people. This discussion is important, 
because, when it comes to reducing many of the 
world’s greatest inequities, aid matters as much 
as ever – and perhaps even more – for reasons 
that are not widely understood.

In the last 25 years, foreign-aid programs 
have helped usher in an era of unprecedented 
progress in the developing world. Child 
mortality and extreme poverty have been 
halved. Innovative multilateral partnerships like 
the Global Fund and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance 
— of which the United States is the largest 
funder — have saved millions of lives, as they 
have reduced the burden of infectious diseases 
such as malaria, HIV, and tuberculosis. The Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation has been proud to 
collaborate with these initiatives in reducing the 
costs of vaccinations and other interventions, 
thereby boosting their measurable impact on 
global health.

Experience shows that health and 
development programs pay enormous economic 
dividends. For every dollar invested in childhood 
immunizations, for example, developing 
countries realize $44 in 
economic benefits.

Yet most people are 
unaware of the tremendous 
progress that development 
aid has enabled. In a recent 
survey of 56,409 people 
in 24 countries, only one 
in 100 knew that global 
poverty has been reduced by 
half. More than two-thirds 
thought extreme poverty 
has increased. Such popular 
misperceptions reinforce a 
pessimistic narrative that 
renders foreign aid budgets 
politically vulnerable.

Compounding the problem, 
donor-country populations 
often overestimate the 
amount of money their 
governments spend on aid. In 
the US, foreign aid comprises 
less than 1 percent of the 
federal budget, yet a recent 
public opinion survey found 
that 73 percent of Americans 
believe aid contributes ‘a great 
deal’ or ‘a fair amount’ to the 
national debt.

There is one more misperception clouding 
donor countries’ judgment: the idea that aid 
to developing countries is an act of sheer 
generosity, with no tangible benefits for the 
donor. The truth is quite the opposite. Indeed, 
it is in developed countries’ own interest, in 
both security and economic terms, to help fund 
development programs.

Without aid funding, rising poverty and 
instability can draw developed countries 
into faraway conflicts and bring instability to 
their doorsteps, in the form of immigration 
and refugee crises, as well as pandemics. By 
contrast, when aid is used to support rising 

incomes in developing economies, it can create 
export-oriented jobs at home. Of America’s 
top 15 trading partners — that is, self-sufficient 
countries that consume US goods and services — 
11 are former aid recipients.

Many more developing countries are taking 
ownership of their future. They are contributing 
more to their own development, through 
domestic public programs supported by smart 
tax and fiscal policies. And they are placing a 
high priority on investments in critical areas, 
including education, basic health care, and 
increased agricultural productivity — the building 
blocks of a self-sufficient and prosperous future. 
Private business and capital are also expanding 

their role in development 
projects.

Still, for now, donor aid 
remains essential to fill gaps 
in domestic funding, to 
address market failures, and 
to encourage more private-
sector investment. And 
make no mistake: despite 
the tremendous gains of the 
last couple of decades, much 
work remains to be done to 
sustain progress on health 
and development.

More than a billion people 
still live on less than a dollar 
per day. Every year, more 
than three million babies die 
in their first month of life. 
Addressing these and other 
enduring problems — part of 
the ambitious set of health 
and development targets 
that United Nations has 
set for 2030, as part of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals — would be all but 
impossible without the 
continued delivery of 
development aid.

This is not to say that existing aid programs 
are perfect. On the contrary, we must be 
vigilant about continuing to improve them. But 
complaints that aid money is not being used as 
effectively as it could be greatly exaggerate the 
problem. The truth is that, thanks to extensive 
experience designing and implementing cost-
effective aid programs, poorly used funds 
represent a tiny fraction of the total invested in 
aid.

The bigger problem is a lack of information. 
That is why those of us in the development field 
must work hard to improve communication with 
policymakers and the public, demonstrating 

SPOTLIGHT

Experience shows that 
health and development 
programs pay enormous 

economic dividends. For every 
dollar invested in childhood 

immunizations, for example, 
developing countries realize 
$44 in economic benefits.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Truth about Development Aid 

Mark Suzman 
Chief Strategy Officer and President of Global 
Policy and Advocacy at the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation 

how development aid works and the progress it 
has facilitated.

Despite current uncertainties, I am optimistic 
that progress in global health and development 
will continue. Having been involved in these 
areas for nearly two decades, at the UN and now 

at the Gates Foundation, I know that the case 
for development aid is clear and compelling. I 
believe the world will not turn its back on the 
historic challenge of reducing disparities in 
global health, eliminating extreme poverty, and 
building a more equitable and secure world.
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Last week as thousands marched 
across South Africa calling for 

President Jacob Zuma to step down 
or be removed, the country’s already 
troubled economy is sliding further 
down the slope. 

President Juma’s decision on 30 
March to sack his widely respected 
finance minister Pravin Gordhan, 
and deputy finance minister, Mcebisi 
Jonas, on charges of colluding with 
international investors to topple him 
and take control of the economy, 
spooked international markets. 

Global ratings agencies responded 
by downgrading South Africa’s credit 
ratings, with Standard & Poor’s 
Global (S&P Global) being the first 
to downgrade South Africa to junk 
status. This was followed four days 
later by another leading ratings 
agency, Fitch Ratings, lowering the 
country’s economic prospects to junk 
level. A third ratings agency, Moody’s, 

is yet to make its decision known.
In the immediate aftermath of 

the downgrades, both the South 
African Rand and the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange (JSE) fell sharply, 
fueling street protests calling on the 
president to step down. Three of the 
ruling African National Congress’ 
(ANC) top six leaders also added 
their voice to the public anger, with 
Deputy President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
Secretary-General Gwede Mantashe 
and Treasurer-General Zweli Mkhize, 
publicly criticizing the president’s 
decision to sack the finance minister 
and reshuffling his cabinet. This 
unprecedented show of dissent 
within the ANC was followed by 
the ANC’s alliance partners in the 
government, the powerful Congress 
of South African Trade Unions and 
the South African Communist Party, 
as well as veterans and stalwarts 
of the liberation struggle calling on 

President Zuma to step down.
Following a consultation process, 

Parliament has now announced that 
the motion of no confidence under 
Section 102 of the Constitution will be 
scheduled for debate in the National 
Assembly on Tuesday, 18 April 2017.

The no confidence motion is 
another Rubicon moment for the 
ANC and South Africa. It will only 
take a little over 50 of the ANC's 
comfortable majority of 251 (out of 
400) MPs to help the opposition carry 
the motion and end the president’s 

political career. But the president 
has been known to survive similar 
dissent since he took office in 2009. In 
November of last year he is believed 
to have overcome opposition within 
the party at a closed door meeting 
of the ANC Executive Council, when 
at least four ministers called for his 
ouster.

President Zuma appears unruffled 
by this latest challenge to his 
authority; he said the sacked ministers 
were working to topple him and that 
his cabinet reshuffle was designed to 
accelerate his campaign of 'radical 
socio-economic transformation'. 

If the no confidence motion on 
18 April fails to oust the president 
it could further alarm international 
markets and this is not something 
that the South African economy 
needs as it is increasingly dependent 
on capital inflows to finance its debt 
and fiscal deficits.

South Africa's economy in crisis as president faces no confidence motion

Top African
travel destinations
Morocco hogged the limelight in 

the annual Best African Travel 
Destinations by the world’s largest travel 
website, TripAdvisor.  Marrakech, the former 
Moroccan Imperial capital, was ranked the 
best destination on the continent by visitors 
to the site.

Following closely in second place was the 
small Moroccan town of Merzouga, lying 
on the fringe of Sahara Desert, close to the 
Algerian border. Cape Town Central in South 
Africa was ranked third, Fes in Morocco took 
fourth position while Arusha in Tanzania was 
rated fifth overall.

Diani resort town in Kenya took the sixth 
position, Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe was 
seventh, Zanzibar Island was eighth, and 
Livingstone in Zambia was ninth while Nosy 
Be Island, off Antsiranana in Madagascar 
completed the list of top ten destinations on 
the continent.

In global rankings, Bali in Indonesia was 
voted the best destination in the world while 
London and Paris were ranked second and 
third best respectively. Rome took the fourth 
position, New York City in the United States 
was fifth, Crete in Greece was sixth while 
Spain's Barcelona was seventh overall.

The TripAdvisor's best destinations in 2017 
were voted based on millions of reviews from 
travelers across the world. With more than 60 
million members and over 170 million online 
reviews and opinions, the places selected 
for the top honors are quite a vindication on 
what those spots offer visitors in terms of 
attractions, hotels, restaurants and other 
related travel-related businesses.

Since gaining independence from France 
in 1977, Djibouti has steadily carved out 

a regional role through its strategic and 
commercial relevance at the junction of Africa 
and the Middle East, and at the confluence of 
the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, overlooking 
a passage of water used by 30 percent of the 
world's shipping transiting from and to the 
Suez Canal.

Djibouti is viewed as offering some of the 
most prime military real-estate in the world, 
both to counter piracy threatening that key 
shipping lane and to shore up regional stability. 
In 2014, the US military agreed a 10-year 
extension to its presence in Djibouti, with an 
option to extend for another 10 years. The US 
pays 60 million dollars a year to lease Camp 
Lemonnier, which it has turned into its African 
headquarters.

In 2016 China finalized plans for a new 
base in Obock, a small port a couple of hours 
by ferry from Djibouti City northward across 
the Gulf of Tadjoura. When complete, about 
10,000 Chinese personal will occupy the base, 
which China has leased for an initial 10-years at 
20 million dollars per year in rent.

Other foreign military already stationed in 
Djibouti, include those from France, Germany, 
Netherlands, Spain and Japan; together they 
number around 25,000 personnel according to 
some estimates.

But it is not just military rents that prop up 
Djibouti’s economy. Recently-acquired Chinese 
investment totaling more than 12 billion dollars 
is funding the building of six new ports, two new 
airports, a railway, and what is being touted as 
the biggest and most dynamic free trade zone 
in Africa, potentially giving the capital, Djibouti 
City, an edge over its rivals.

In early 2017, the new Chinese-built 4-billion-
dollar railway officially opened linking Djibouti 
to the Ethiopian interior and which could 
eventually connect to other Chinese-built 
railways emerging across the African continent.

Djibouti's location has always been its most 

precious resource — devoid of a single river or 
the likes of extractable minerals, it produces 
almost nothing. Nevertheless, for nearly 150 
years it has attracted armies, mercenaries, 
smugglers, gunrunners and traders: anyone 
and everyone concerned with the movement 
or control of merchandise. And that trend only 
seems set to increase.

Many are upbeat about Djibouti’s future 
potential. "Ethiopia has a population 100 times 
larger than Djibouti's but it only imports and 
exports six times as much," says Aboubaker 
Omar, chairman and CEO of Djibouti Ports and 
Free Zones Authority. "Imagine the day that 
demand matches Ethiopia's population size."

"About 2 million African customers travel 
to Dubai each year," says Dawit Gebre-ab, with 
the Djibouti Ports and Free Zones Authority 
overseeing the city's commercial infrastructure 
development. "We know what is on their 

shopping lists, and they could be coming here 
instead." However, others are not so optimistic 
about Djibouti's current strategic and economic 
upswing — a healthy 6 percent a year, and likely 
to surpass 7 percent amid the construction 
boom. They complain of a country run by a 
business-savvy dictatorship that has reaped 
profits from its superpower tenants while not 
doing enough to relieve widespread poverty. 

Most of Djibouti’s locals have not seen any 
improvement in their lives or livelihood from 
the recent construction boom. According 
to latest estimates, 60 percent of the labor 
force is unemployed and 42 percent of the 
population lives in extreme poverty. For these 
underprivileged and unemployed people, 
dreams of their country becoming a future 
Dubai is of little interest; finding work and 
feeding their families is their immediate 
concern.

Djibouti - The commercial and 
military hub on the Horn

Not that long ago Djibouti was known for little more than French legionnaires, atrocious heat 
and its old railway line to Addis Ababa in Ethiopia. Nowadays, however, this tiny republic of only 
about 900,000 people on the Horn of Africa coast has big plans, including turning its capital into 

a thriving commercial hub, and a military center for anyone willing to pay the rent.
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in the report — the usual trio of HSBC, Barclays 
and RBS, plus Lloyds and Standard Chartered — 
reported combined profits of £9 billion ($12bn) 
in global tax havens, equivalent to 67 percent of 
their profits.

Oxfam found that £522 million ($671m) of 
the £9bn was made in six UK-linked tax havens, 
where they paid just 7 percent tax on their 

profits, compared to the UK corporate tax rate of 
20 percent. Luxembourg and Ireland are the most 
favored tax havens, accounting for 29 percent of 
the profits banks posted in tax havens in 2015. 
The 20 biggest banks posted €4.9 billion ($5.4bn) 
of profits in the tiny tax haven of Luxembourg in 
2015 — more than they did in the UK, Sweden and 
Germany combined.

Even if we concede that morality and finances 
are antonyms in the parlance of modern banking, 
it is still hard to accept that banks repeatedly 
get away after  engaging in disingenuous acts 
and morally-bankrupt behavior. Clearly, this 
happens because of inadequate deterrents and 
consequences for individual bankers who engage 
in such wanton behavior. 

At the most, a bank found guilty of fraudulent 
activity is fined a relatively paltry sum and no 
individual banker is found culpable and sent 
behind bars. On the contrary, top management in 
such banks are often rewarded with fat bonuses 
and get to retire with hefty golden handshakes.

Many developing nations are being cheated out of 
the money needed to tackle poverty and inequality 
by corporate tax dodgers, with poor countries being 
hit the hardest. 

Tax dodging by multinational companies costs 
poor countries over $100 billion every year. This is 
enough money to provide an education for the 124 
million children who are not in school and fund 
healthcare interventions that could prevent the 
deaths of at least six million children.

ISSUES

We do the right thing. We have a single, 
simple purpose – to serve customers well… 

We want to be trusted, respected and valued by 
our customers, shareholders and communities, 
reads the corporate statement by the Royal 
Bank of Scotland (RBS), one of United Kingdom’s 
leading banks. Despite this, RBS has not served its 
customers well and they certainly have not been 
doing the right thing. In September 2010, the 
bank agreed to pay a fine of £28.59 million (then 
around $45mn) after admitting to breaches of 
the law on pricing information. Exactly six years 
later, the bank was once again in the dock, this 
time over alleged wrong doing in selling securities 
mortgage in the United States. The bank struck a 
deal with the authorities whereby they admitted 
to no fault but agreed to pay a fine of $1.1 billion. 

But RBS in not an outlier in global banking 
circles as evidenced by the repeated acquiescence 
of guilt and agreements to pay fines by some 
of the leading banks in the UK, Europe, US and 
elsewhere. The insidious behavior of leading 
banks is only symptomatic of the deeper malaise 
affecting financial systems in many countries.

Recently several banks in the UK, accused of 
complicity in an international money laundering 
scam, came out with canned responses that 
smelled of hogwash and was just as revolting.

Similar responses from spokespersons of the 
accused banks included: 

Barclays: "Barclays complies with the rules 
and regulations in all the jurisdictions in which it 
operates and has systems and controls in place 
to mitigate the risk of the bank being used to 
facilitate financial crime. 

HSBC: "The bank has systems and processes 
in place to identify suspicious activity and report 
it to the appropriate government authorities."

UBS: "UBS applies a robust money-laundering 
prevention framework across its business 
operations globally, consistent with locally 
applicable regulations."

RBS: "We are committed to combating 

financial crime and money laundering in line with 
our regulations and have controls and safeguards 
in place to identify, assess, monitor and mitigate 
these risks." 

If all of these banks steadfastly comply with 
rules and regulations, and adhere to frameworks 
designed to thwart criminal activity, the question 
that comes up is, why were they standing in the 
dock accused of funneling illicit money?

Banks should realize by now that touting lofty 
principles and highlighting the robust systems and 
processes they have in place to prevent or mitigate 
risks, is no longer enough to regain the public’s 
trust that they nonchalantly violate repeatedly. It 
appears that today, the question most banks ask 
when evaluating a risky venture is, “Can we get 
away without being caught, or at least, without 
being punished?” Legality of the issue is often only 
an after-thought, and whether it is ethical correct 
or morally right is never even raised.

Now a new report by Oxfam, and Fair Finance 
Guide International, show that in 2015 Europe's 
20 biggest banks registered over a quarter of 
their annual profits from their subsidiaries in tax 
havens — well out of proportion to the number of 
employees or level of real economic activity that 
occurred there.

The report, 'Opening the Vaults’, traces this 
discrepancy between profits and activity level 
to the use by banks of tax havens to circumvent 
paying their fair share of tax. These tax-haven 
subsidiaries also facilitated tax dodging and to 
circumvent regulations and legal requirements 
for the banks’ high-value clients.

The research was made possible by new 
European Union (EU) transparency rules that 
require European banks to publish information 
on the profits they make and the tax they pay in 
every country they operate. The report finds:

Subsidiaries in tax havens account for 26 
percent of the profits made by the 20 biggest 
European banks — an estimated €25 billion (then 
$27.5bn) — even though these branches account 
for only 12 percent of banks' turnover and 7 
percent of the banks' employees.

Subsidiaries in tax havens are on average twice 
as lucrative for banks as those elsewhere. For 
every €100 of activity, banks make €42 of profit in 
tax havens compared to a global average of €19.

It would appear that bank employees in tax 
havens are four times more productive than the 
average bank employee — generating an average 
profit of €171,000 per year compared to just 
€45,000 a year for an average employee.

In 2015, European banks posted at least €628 
million ($691m) in profits in tax havens where 
they employ nobody. For example, the French 
bank BNP Paribas made €134 million ($147m) tax 
free profit in the Cayman Islands despite having 
no staff based there.

Some banks are reporting profits in tax havens 
while reporting losses elsewhere. For example, 
Germany's Deutsche Bank registered low profits 
or losses in many major markets in 2015 while 
booking almost €2 billion ($2.2bn) in profits in 
tax havens. Meanwhile, the UK banks included 

Europe’s biggest banks make 

mockery of morality
Even if we concede that morality and finances are antonyms in the parlance of modern banking, it is still hard to accept 

that banks repeatedly get away after  engaging in disingenuous acts and morally-bankrupt behavior.

The 20 biggest banks posted €4.9 

billion ($5.4bn) of profits in the tiny 

tax haven of Luxembourg in 2015 — 

more than they did in the UK, Sweden 

and Germany combined.
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If there is one ingredient that 
generates polarizing opinions, it is 

the chili pepper: Some people cannot 
get enough of them, while others try 
to avoid it at all cost. But chilies are 
to be  found everywhere in modern 
and traditional cuisines. Universally 
recognized for packing a spicy punch, 
chili infused dishes are denoted with 
red stars on some menus.

Chilies are defined as any 
pepper that include the chemical 
compound capsaicin. Capsaicin, 
unlike other compounds found in 
food, is a chemesthetic (a chemical 
that activates receptors associated 
with pain and touch) so it produces 
a burning sensation, rather than a 
taste or smell. In short, the more the 
capsaicin, the more the spice. 

Here is everything you need to 
know about chilies:

Buying and storing: Fresh chilies, 
particularly popular variations like 
jalapeños can be found in the produce 
aisle of nearly any grocery store. 
Before purchasing, make sure that 
they are firm to the touch, and that 
the skin is unblemished and smooth, 
rather than wrinkled. Wrinkled chilies 
are past their prime, and will not yield 
a lot of flavor. Chilies can be stored 
for up to two weeks in a dry paper 
towel inside of a plastic bag, placed 
either in your refrigerator or in a cool, 
dark place, like an enclosed pantry. 

Cooking with chilies: You probably 
know by now that it is a bad idea to 
touch your eye after handling a chili, 
but some chilies contain so much 
spice that it is necessary to handle 
them with gloves, as the oils can 
burn bare skin. If you do not have any 
gloves at the ready, coat your hands 
in oil before handling particularly hot 
peppers - the oil from the peppers 
will stick to the oil, rather than to 
your skin. If you accidentally touch 
hot pepper, soak your hands in milk 
or yogurt until the burning sensation 
subsides - the idea being that chili oil 
is more soluble in fats and oils than it 
is in water.

For those who are not huge fans 
of spice, there are several ways to cut 

down on the heat. The majority of the 
spice, or capsaicin, is contained in the 
spongy white mass directly under the 
stem that holds the seeds. To reduce 
the spice, remove this part of the chili, 
along with the seeds, using a spoon or 
paring knife. For recipes that require 
an entire chili, try to remove the 
seeds by first removing the stem and 
going in through the top to maintain 
the structure of the chili. Once done, 
submerge the chili in cold water for 
several minutes to further remove 
heat, then drain and pat dry. 

Varieties of chilies: There are 
countless variations of peppers, but 
there are only about ten that you 
need to know about because of their 
popularity. Three of the greatest 
variations between peppers are their 
color, origin, and spice level, measured 
in Scoville units. For reference, 
Tabasco contains five thousand to 
ten thousand Scoville heat units 
(SHUs), while ghost peppers can 
have as many as one million SHUs. 
A good rule of thumb is: The smaller 
the pepper variety, the spicier the 
chili. The majority of the peppers 
mentioned here will fall somewhere 
between one thousand to a hundred 
thousand Scoville units.

Cayenne peppers are often used 
in dishes like chil and salsa. In its 
purest form, it can be rated as high 
as fifty thousand SHUs, but is far less 
spicy in its powdered form, which 
is commonly used. It is also a key 
ingredient in many hot sauces.

Jalapeños are the most readily 
available peppers and are used for 
mild dishes like green salsa. When 
smoked and dried, they are called 
chipotles.

Thai chilies, also known as the 
bird's eye chili in its dried form, 
is commonly found in Southeast 
Asia, and measures around hundred 
thousand SHUs. It is used extensively 
in Thai and Vietnamese cuisines, in 
curries, stir-fries, and Thai salads.

Serranos are similar to jalapeños 
but are crisper and spicier - they 
are often used in Mexican cuisine 
in dishes such as pico de gallo and 
guacamole.

Poblano, also known as ancho 
chilies when dried, are much larger 
than other pepper variations and are 
very mild. They are found in dishes 
like chilies rellenos.

Habaneros are extremely spicy, so 
only use them if you have an appetite 
for heat. They can be delicious 
in salsas. And then there are the 
incredibly spicy chilies for thrill-
seekers, like the ghost pepper, or bhut 
jolokia, and the Carolina Reaper. Both 
have enjoyed the title as the spiciest 
pepper in the world, and are used, 
highly diluted, in some hot sauces and 
dishes by the truly brave.

Using whole chilies versus dried 
or powdered: As with other produce, 
fresh chilies contain the most flavor, 
but some recipes call for dried or 
powdered variations. The best dried 
chilies are those that have been 
sun-dried and are slightly flexible, 
rather than completely dried out. The 
benefit of dried chilies is that they 
can be stored in a cool, dark place 
for up to a year or can be ground into 
powder. Many recipes call for chili 
powder which is a primary ingredient 
in chili con carne. This powder is not 
pure chili, but rather a combination of 
dried chili pods and other spices like 
cumin, oregano, and garlic powder. 
Still, chili and chili powder can be used 
interchangeably for most recipes. 
Similarly, chili flakes are made out 
of a variety of dried and crushed red 
chilies, including ancho, bell, and 
cayenne.

Chilies
Explore 
the hot 
world of
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PACI teams with F5 to offer
improved security, application

delivery infrastructure

The British School of Kuwait (BSK) 
hosted their annual Art, Design 

& Technology Exhibition 2017 at the 
Euston Gallery on the BSK campus.

The school was delighted to 
welcome German Ambassador H.E. 
Karlfried Bergner, accompanied by 
the German Cultural Attaché, Horst 
Blasinger, who opened the exhibition 
as well as presented prizes to the 
winning students of the competition 
to design the artwork for the United 
Buddy Bear, awarded to BSK by the 
German Government. The embassy 
officials spent the evening perusing 
the artwork and interacting with 
teachers, parents and students.

The exhibition showcased the 
work of students from Reception 
to year 13 and was well attended by 

students, parents and VIP guests. The 
Art and Design & Technology teams, 
along with the Lower and Junior 
Phases, presented work of a diverse 
nature including drawings, paintings, 
ceramics, photographs, and 
sculpture. Students across the Middle 
and Upper departments showcased 
the development of their work in the 
studio spaces with demonstrations 

of sculpting, wood turning and metal 
work proving to be popular with the 
visitors. Visitors were particularly 
impressed with the high standard 
of artwork on display from the Year 
11 Fine Art examination students, 
as well as the work displayed by the 
photography and graphic design 
students on the new suite of Apple 
computers.

Throughout the evening, the BSK 
Brass Quintet entertained guests 
in the courtyard entrance with a 
selection of music. The exhibition 
continued during the week and 
was especially busy during Parent 
Consultation Days.  An added 
exhibition of final examination pieces 
will be on show in the gallery prior to 
Ramadan.

The British School of Kuwait 
hosts annual Art Exhibition

Staff Report

The recently concluded Bossa Nova 
concert, which was organised by 

the Embassy of Brazil in cooperation 
with Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyya as 
part of the ‘Waves of Brazil’ cultural 
program, drew a huge applause from 
audiences who attended the first-
ever Bossa Nova concert held in the 
country.

Renowned couple Olivia and 
Francis Hime performed to a full 
auditorium and entertained audiences 
with their unique style and rhythm 
creating waves of appreciation from 
an international audience present at 
the concert. 

Belonging to the second generation 
of Bossa Nova singers, Olivia and 
Francis have enhanced this genre 
of music that has gained increasing 
popularity beyond the borders of 

Brazil. They have performed on the 
famous Copacabana Beach in Rio in 
front of an audience of over 30,000 
people, giving the music an amazing 
exposure.

Bossa Nova style started in the 
1950s on the beaches of Rio de Janeiro. 
The genre can be traced back to its 
inventors, Antonio Carlos Jobim (Tom 
Jobim), a gifted composer, and Joao 
Gilberto, guitarist and singer, both from 
Rio. It was discovered by a musician 
from America who had traveled to 
Brazil and jammed with these two 
gentlemen. It then quickly spread 
throughout America, especially during 
the era of jazz music, around the 1960s.

The influence of Jazz on Bossa Nova 
and vice versa is a unique blend of 
rhythm that now forms the body and 
soul of this music. “Brazilian music is 
very rich and Brazilians like music very 
much,” Francis points out in a recent 

chat with The Times Kuwait.
The couple have performed on 

many continents including Europe, 
Asia and Africa spreading harmony 
and creating awareness of this unique 
form of Brazilian music. “The melody 
between Bossa Nova and Jazz has 
a striking difference,” reveals Olivia 

adding that harmonisation between 
the two is unique.

Olivia and Francis have been 
married for years, and got to know 
each other during childhood. Most 
of their lives were spent and evolved 
performing on stage with their passion 
and love for music.  “Music is what 

binds me and my wife. We share our 
talents with everyone. This is our life 
— we are connected to people through 
our music. We are working and 
learning every day,” said Francis, who 
is a well-known composer in Brazil 
with 26 popular albums and counting.  
“We go around the world to promote 
Brazilian music,” he added.

The accomplished and famous 
musician-couple have extremely 
successful careers spanning decades; 
their love for music and each other 
seems inseparable and it reflects on 
the brilliant performance they gave at 
the concert in Kuwait.

The Ambassador of Brazil H.E, 
Norton Rapesta revealed that a grand 
symphony is being planned soon, as 
part of the Waves of Brazil program 
and in celebration of 50 years of 
bilateral cooperation between Kuwait 
and Brazil.

The Public Authority for Civil 
Information (PACI) revealed how 

it is improving services for citizens 
and residents in the country by using 
highly secure and application-centric 
infrastructure. 

PACI, which issues civil identity cards 
and delivers a range of e-government 
services — including Public Key 
Infrastructure and Geographic 
Information Systems — has teamed up 
with global security and application 
delivery experts F5 Networks to adapt 
to fast-paced development across 
Kuwait and its increasingly connected 

citizenry.   “Kuwait is growing fast and 
PACI’s infrastructure is relied upon 
by a large number of government 
entities, so we need to ensure that we 
are operating on the absolute cutting-
edge when it comes to the availability, 
scalability and security of our services,” 
said Musaed Al-Asousi General 
Director, PACI.

“Our data cannot be compromised 
and we must be available 24/7. F5 helps 
ensure PACI’s infrastructure delivers a 
world-class service that improves the 
lives of citizens and gives us accurate 
data to help shape critical decision-
making. This is particularly true when 
it comes to strengthening our cyber-
security capabilities to withstand the 
rise of application-layer attacks in the 
region,” he added.

F5 is delighted to support PACI’s 
continued evolution and innovation 
as they adapt exciting growth across 
Kuwait,” said Taj El Khayat, Gulf, Levant 
& North Africa Director, F5 Networks.

Olivia and Francis enthral audience with Bossa Nova concert
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By Reaven D'Souza
Managing Editor

The mild-mannered, good-humored Das, who always 
appears with a genuine smile on his face, has been a 

popular and well-loved figure among the Indian community 
in Kuwait. After spending the major part of his working life 
in Kuwait, Das is now preparing to bid adieu to the country 
he refers to as his “second-home”, and return to India to 
enjoy a semi-retired life there. Recently, The Times Kuwait 
had the privilege to spend some time with him, discussing 
his years in Kuwait and the changes he witnessed, both to 
the country and the people, over the decades.

In 1975, arriving in Kuwait as a young graduate fresh 
out of college, the then 23-year-old Das had a bright 
future to look forward to. Kuwait was in the midst of a 
heady oil boom, jobs were plenty, qualified personnel 

were few, and competent people could afford to pick and 
choose a profession that suited them. In the case of Das, 
journalism was his passion and shortly after finishing his 
visa-formalities he joined Kuwait's first, and then only, 
English language daily newspaper, the Kuwait Times. He 
immediately struck a chord with the publication's founder 
and editor-in-chief, the late Yousef Saleh Alyan, who took 
him under his tutelage and appointed him initially in the 
editorial department.

Throughout his career of 42 years in Kuwait, Das remained 
dedicated to the daily paper, growing professionally with 
the publication while working in different departments 
of the newspaper. Even when he worked at the Ministry 
of Health’s Blood Bank, he would return every day in the 
evening to work at Kuwait Times. For many Indians, Das was 
the face of Kuwait Times and became the ‘go-to’ person 
when someone needed something published. Never one to 
turn his back on anyone seeking his assistance, or shy away 
from raising issues faced by the community, Das often 
leveraged his professional connections and vast social 
network to help the needy and those in distress.  

“In the 1970s, everything in Kuwait was small scale,” said 
Das with his infectious smile as we sat down in our office 
for the cordial chit-chat. “Buildings were only a few floors 
tall, the skyscrapers that you see dotting Kuwait's skyline 
today were practically non-existent; there were no malls 
and the popular market place for most things was the 
traditional souk. There were very few highways and traffic 
jams were quite unheard of. Kuwait's total population in 
the mid-seventies was less than a million; the number of 
Kuwaitis were around 300,000 and expatriates accounted 
for a little over 680,000,” recalled Das, citing statistics of 
that period. 

“There were only a handful of populated suburban 
areas, and the Salmiya suburb was only beginning to gain 
popularity among Indians, mainly due to presence of the 
Indian Community School located there. The crime rate 
was also small, in fact, quite negligent; one could leave 
their front-doors unlocked without fear of getting robbed 
or move about safely at any time without being mugged. In 
general, even the cost of living was much lower than what 
it is today; you could rent a one-bedroom flat in Salmiya 
for around KD35 per month,” said Das.

“Back then, the total population of Indians in the 
country was about 22,000 and we were a very close-

Mem ories of a l ifetim e……

N.S.Das 
leaves Kuwait after 42 years

Not many people can claim the length of experience or breadth of knowledge 
in print media, as journalism veteran N.S. Das; even fewer people can claim the 
depth of friendships and network of acquaintances that he developed over a 

professional and social life spanning more than four decades in Kuwait. 

Throughout his career of 42 years in Kuwait, 
Das remained dedicated to the daily paper, 
growing professionally with the publication 
while working in different departments of 
the newspaper.

Along with former South Korean Ambassador (L-R1), Publisher and Founder Editor-in-Chief of Kuwait Times 
(L-R3) and former Indian Ambassador M. Ganapati (L-R5)

Lighting the lamp at the Indian Educational Exhibition

Sri Lankan Cricketer S. Jayasuriya
With former ambassador of Nepal and Indian ambassador Sunil Jain
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knit community. We often met and got to 
know each other very well, mainly through the 
frequent events and celebrations arranged by 
the only Indian cultural organization of that 
time, the Indian Arts Circle (IAC). Whether it 
was a cultural event, such as a musical program 
by the legendary Indian singer Muhammad 
Rafi, a social gathering such as a family picnic, 
or a badminton sporting tournament, the IAC 
was the center for meeting and greeting other 
community members. When the late Dhirubhai 
Ambani, the founder of Reliance Industries, 
India’s multi-sector business behemoth, arrived 
in Kuwait to promote his company’s Initial 
Public Offering (IPO) in 1977, I had the honor to 
accompany and introduce him to many of the 
Indian business stalwarts in Kuwait. 

“In the mid-eighties, the country's population 
began to boom, growing by more than 70 
percent, and this growth was also reflected 
in the number of Indians in the country. When 
Kuwait Times decided to launch a Malayalam 
section with its daily edition, I was on the 
committee overseeing its launch. And, one of 
the reasons cited by the committee, for coming 
out with a Malayalam section, was the growing 
number of people from Kerala in the country. 
The publication, which was the first Malayalam 
daily paper to be published outside India, was 
extremely popular among Keralites. For many 
of them who could not read the English edition 
of our paper, the Malayalam section was often 
their only connection to what was happening 
in the country, as well as back in India and 
elsewhere around the world. 

“During this period, I had the opportunity 
to witness first-hand many historic events 
in the country, including the aftermath of 
the Souk Manakh Crisis, the consequences 
of the eight-year Iran-Iraq conflict. I was 
also on hand to cover the first-ever visit to 
Kuwait by then Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi. To mark the momentous occasion, 
Kuwait Times came out with a huge 80-page 
special supplement. More than anything, the 
heartfelt and overwhelming welcome given 
on that occasion to the Indian premier by the 
Kuwaiti leadership, attested to the strong 
historical links and the bonds of friendship 

that exist between the two countries.
“No one in Kuwait was prepared for the 

rude shock of Iraqi invasion in August 1990 
and understandably there was wide-spread 
panic and fear among people. With nearly 
all businesses shut down, many Indians were 
stranded without money to buy food or to 
arrange for their transport back home. The 
Indian government, with assistance from the 
Indian embassies in Kuwait, Iraq and Jordan, 
along with our national-carrier, Air India, and 
several prominent community members, did a 
truly phenomenal job of organizing and safely 
evacuating the tens of thousands of Indians 
stranded here, and in Iraq, back home.  

“I would like to add that the assistance 
provided by the embassy and the Indian 
government was not limited only to Indians; 
several hundred third-country nationals were 
also aided with food supplies and transport out 
of Kuwait. We left Kuwait in a convoy in late 
September and after several days of painful 
experiences and unforgettable memories, 
landed safely in Mumbai.”

In April 1991, just two months after the 
Liberation of Kuwait, Das was back in the 
country and immediately became engrossed in 

getting Kuwait Times back into circulation. “The 
whole country was in shambles, with large-
scale reconstruction and rehabilitation work 
beginning to emerge everywhere. There was a 
boom in most sectors of the economy, especially 
in the construction and in retail resupplying 
sectors. Many Indian businesses took advantage 
of the vast opportunities presented in the 
reconstruction of Kuwait and prospered. 

“The Indian community began to grow 
significantly after the Liberation and soon 
crossed the 750,000 mark. Today, there are 
a little over 900,000 Indians and we form the 
largest expatriate community in the country. 
Indians are engaged in every sector of the 
economy, from blue-collar workers to skilled 
technicians and professionals in every field. 
In the place of the single cultural organization 
that represented Indians in the seventies, today 
we have over 230 social, cultural and voluntary 
associations officially registered with the Indian 
embassy. 

“I have witnessed this country transform 
itself, from a low-profile country of less 
than a million into an energetic and vibrant 
nation of more than four million people; a 
small developing country has turned into a 

global humanitarian center. The desert has 
transformed into a lush garden of greenery, 
a sleepy little city has metamorphosed into a 
futuristic city of gleaming skyscrapers, multi-
level flyovers and mega-malls. And, as is to be 
expected with development and modernization 
anywhere, the people have changed too — some 
for the better and some for the worse.” 

“I also believe all this wonderful change has 
been made possible by the wise and visionary 
leadership of Kuwait's rulers, the government 
and, of course, the people — including the 
hundreds of thousands of expatriates from 
around the world who come here and contribute 
to making this a better place to live and work, 
for everyone.” 

Das who has a large extended family of 
brothers, cousins and nephews in Kuwait, is 
happily married to Usha, and the two have a son 
Manu and a daughter-in-law Anju. “While my 
greatest wealth is my family, I am also thankful 
for the many, many friends I had the privilege of 
meeting and knowing throughout my life,” said 
Das in conclusion.

Though he plans to lead a retired life, knowing 
Das, we are sure he will continue to be actively 
engaged in community affairs, helping those 
around him in whatever way he can.

 We wish him the very best. 

More than anything, the heartfelt 
and overwhelming welcome given 
on that occasion to the Indian 
premier by the Kuwaiti leadership, 
attested to the strong historical 
links and bonds of friendship that 
exist between the two countries.

With friends during a farewell held for Ambassador of Laos With friends and Mrs Usha Das extreme right

During the wedding of his son Manu and daughter-in-law Anju and wife Usha
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Yanni Concert: Yanni, a Greek 
new age keyboardist and composer, 
who popularized the combination of 
synthesizers with a full-scale symphony 
orchestra, will be hosting a concert at 
the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Cultural 
Center, Gulf Road on 20 and 21 April, at 
9pm. For more information and to book 
your tickets: 
Visit, www.jacc-kw.com.

Al Corniche Burgan Bank TRI 
Festival: Organized by Pro vision 
sports management, Al Corniche 
Burgan Bank TRI Festival, a two-day 
event celebrating sports, healthy 
lifestyle, fitness and fun will be held at 
the Al Corniche club. Sprint, Aquathlon 
and Junior Aquathlon will be held 
on 21 April from 7am, and Sprint and 
Super Sprint Triathlon on 22 April 
from 6:30am. The event is open to all. 
Racers have the option to participate 
individually or in a relay team. For more 
information and to register: Visit, www.
events.pro-vision.com.

COMFEST- Comic Festival 
Convention: A three-day pop 
culture convention combining film 
and TV, comics, anime, games, cosplay 
and music will be held on 27, 28 and 
29 April at Mishref Fairground, 4A, 
from 4pm to 11pm. The event will bring 
upon the ultimate fan experience with 

For publication of your announcements, upcoming activities or local events 
please email us at editor@timeskuwait.com
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Jewellery Arabia Kuwait: A 
four-day event, Jewellery Arabia Kuwait 
will be held from 22 to 25 April at the 
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel in 
Kuwait City. This event will showcase 
products such as Diamond jewelry, 
pearls, gems stone, gold, antique 
jewelry, semi-precious and precious 
metals, clocks, finished jewelry and 
much more. The event is open to all.

Jazz concert: A memorable night of 
Jazz classics will be held at the Yarmouk 
Cultural Centre, from 7pm. During 2015, 
musicians from Bulgaria, Uzbekistan, 
UK and USA gathered in Kuwait to put 
on a concert called "When Classical 
meets jazz”. The concert showed their 
charismatic approach to introducing 

Peak of Al Hamra: A vertical race 
inside Kuwait’s tallest building, Al 
Hamra Tower will be held from 9am. 
Individual participants have to climb 
60 floors, while team relay has 30 
floors each, and fun run, five floors. To 
register: www.events.pro-vision.com

Music Concert: Humood Al 
Khudher: Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Cultural Centre will be organizing a 
music concert featuring Humood Al 
Khudher, from 8pm to 10pm. Born in 
1989 in Kuwait, Humood Al Khudher 
developed interest and passion for 
art and music at a very young age. He 
has released many singles and music 
videos over the past decade. For more 
information on the event and to book 
your tickets: Visit, www.jacc-kw.com 

Music Concert – Badshah: 
Indian Youth Society Kuwait will be 
showcasing Badshah, a rising rapper 
from India at the Al-Shaheed Park 
Amphitheatre, from 8pm. Badshah 
started his career as a rapper with 
‘Begani Naar’ in 2006 with Yo Yo Honey 
Singh. He has also worked with Gippy 
Grewal, Aastha Gill and Diljit Dosanjh. 
For more information on this event and 
to book your tickets: Call, 66361912.

popular classical pieces and arias 
through innovative jazz arrangements. 
Following the success of that project, 
some of the artists will be coming 
to Kuwait for this concert. One of 
the performers is a great Bulgarian 
musician, Ventzi Blagoev who will be 
performing the trumpet. The concert is 
free and open to all.

Creative Knowledge - 
Introduction to Motion 
Graphics: Reyada Collaborative 
Workspace, a platform for rising 
generation of innovative thinkers, in 
collaboration with Lamees Nijem, a 
motion graphics and 3D artist with 
over five years of experience in the field 
of animation and moving media, will 
be organizing the Creative Knowledge 
- Introduction to Motion Graphics 
workshop on 23 April, 25 April and 
27 April in Crystal Tower, 24 Floor, 
Ahmad Al-Jaber St. Kuwait City, from 
6:30pm to 8:30pm. This workshop 
aims to introduce students to the 
principles and elements of motion 
design. For more information and to 
register: Call, 22970270.

Gift Boxes and Frames 
Workshop: An event for girls aged 
9 years to 14 years, Gift Boxes and 
Frames Workshop will be held at 
the TIES Center from 6pm to 8pm. 
The workshop, headed by Eman Hab 
Al-Rumman, will demonstrate how to 
make gift boxes and beautiful frames 
with a professional look. The workshop 
is free of cost but prior registration 
is required to attend. For more 
information: Visit, www.tiescenter.net 
or call, 25231015.

international line-up of celebrity and 
entertainment guests, artists and 
cosplayers. For more information and 
to register: Visit, www.comfestkw.com 

Indian Embassy spends 
over KD25,000 on welfare

of distressed Indians

A press release from the Indian Embassy states that in 2016, a total of 
KD25,024 was spent from the Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF) 

on helping distressed Indians in Kuwait.
This amount included air-tickets worth KD11,327 spent on repatriating 

154 workers back to India, and KD2,723 spent on air-lifting 14 handicapped 
patients. In addition, a little over KD5,500 was disbursed as aid for those 
financially challenged to help them return home. The embassy press 
release also clarified that KD5,456  was spent on transporting the mortal 
remains of 40 deceased Indians back to their families in India.

The new batch of LKG students of 
Indian Community School Kuwait 

(ICSK) Amman started on 9 April, and 
they enjoyed a fun-filled day along 
with their parents on the first day of 
their schooling. 

Other activities included a dance 
show, spot games and gifts. Principal 
Rajesh Nair. C and Pre-Primary 
supervisor Julie Anthony led the 

orientation that was given to the 
parents, where the care to be taken in 
the early ages and about the routine of 
the school was explained. 

The friendly environment 
brightened up the students, who 
beamed with happiness on seeing 
the colorful classrooms and later, 
they took home the chocolates 
and gifts.

ICSK Amman welcomes 
LKG tiny tots

NSH organizes lunch with workers
NSH arranged a lunch for its seven thousand employees as 

part of the successful completion of the 20 Million LTI free 
man-hours. The workers mingled with members from the top 
management during the lunch.

Sharing lunch with workers would develop mutual trust and 
boost productivity, hailed clients including Sakaki Masato, Joe 
Coetzee, Morales Marcos, Lee Won Yong, Kim Kwang In, Suzuki 
Kenji, Takedomi Kazuki, Tony Lane and H.Y. Park, Sau Kim.

Feeling the plan was well received by the clients, KNPC – CFP 
– MAA and employees, MAA Project Manager PV Santhosh and 
his dynamic team said that the lunch helps build a different kind 
of relationship and improves interaction between employees and 
upper management, while fostering a strong work relationship and 
makes for a joyful work environment.
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Security authorities in Kuwait have freed 
two women from Sierra Leone and 

arrested two men from Uganda for human 
trafficking. The case emerged when the police 
received a tip-off about women being held by 
two Ugandans in an apartment in Salmiya.

An investigation was launched and after 
securing a legal warrant, the police raided the 
flat where they found two Sierra Leoneans 
in a terrible state physically and mentally, 

according to a security source. The police 
also found bank notes, plane tickets and visa 
forms for several Africans.

The two women said that they were taken 
from their home country in West Africa to 
neighboring Guinea overland after showing 
the authorities documents they were on their 
way to the Senegal further north.

The victims spent two weeks in Guinea 
before they ended up in Kuwait after 

promises from the Ugandans that they would 
be offered good positions and salaries of 
KD600 each. However, the Sierra Leoneans 
were told in Kuwait that they would work 
as domestic helpers and when they refused, 
they were held inside the apartment, the 
source added.

“The two women were taken to an asylum 
centre to receive proper health care following 
the humiliations and pains they suffered from 

the two Ugandans and which lasted about 
one month since they were taken out of their 
home country and moved to Guinea then to a 
flat in Kuwait,” the source said.

“ Inves t igat io ns have reveale d that  th e 
t wo Ugan dans we re tr af f i ck ing in  humans 
in  par tn e r ship  with a cco mp l i ces  in  b oth 
Ugan da an d Guin ea.  T h ey wi l l  b e  refe r re d 
to th e co mp e te nt  auth o r it ies  fo r  le gal 
a c t io n.”

Two arrested in Kuwait for human trafficking

Popular Brazilian husband and wife duo 
Francis and Olivia Hime performed a 

set of Bossa Nova songs to a large gathering 
in a concert titled ‘Waves of Brazil’. 

The event, which was held at the Yarmouk 
Cultural Centre on 9 April, was organized 
by the Brazilian embassy in cooperation 
with Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah.  Burgan 
Bank and Qatar Airways were backers of 
the event.

The musical session featured solo and 
duet performances by Francis and Olivia, 

whose song choices characterized the 
soothing richness of Bossa Nova, a genre of 
Brazilian music that many consider a lyrical 
fusion of samba and jazz.

Brazilian couple performs 
Bossa Nova music at concert

Science International Forum (SIF), Kuwait in 
association with Kuwait National Exchange 

organized its Annual Science Gala for the 
academic year 2016- 2017 on 31 March, at the 
American International School, Hawally. 

The ceremony was inaugurated by Indian 
Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain. 
Internationally renowned physicist, Prof. Sibaji 
Raha, former Director of prestigious BOSE 
Institute, Kolkata graced the function as chief 
guest for the evening, alongside other eminent 
scientists from Kuwait Institute for Scientific 
Research (KISR).

Manish Jain, one of India's best science 
communicators, gave a presentation on ‘Play 
with Science’ and added that he has dedicated 
his life to help students learn science through 
simple toys and ensure education is fun. 

The 21 Sastra Prathibhas benefited from the 

opportunity to personally interact with the 
scientists in the morning session organized at 
IBIS Hotel, Salmiya.

The winners and outstanding performers 
of Sastra Prathibha Contest 2016-17, Young 
Scientist's-program 2016-17 (KCSC), the project 
guides for the selected teams at KCSC and the 
declared team with the best presentation at 
KCSC were honored with trophies and certificates 
jointly by the distinguished guests of the evening.

Mr. Premkumar, Principal, Indian 
Educational School (Bhavans) along with the 
students and teachers received the ‘Acharya 
J. C. Bose Sastra Puraskar’ for their overall 
achievement in the Sastra Prathibha Contest.  
The Science Gala proved to be a memorable 
experience for students, parents and teachers 
in Kuwait to listen to the top academic and 
scientific brains of India.

SIF Kuwait conducts 
annual Science Gala
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Indian Youth Society (IYS) proudly announces for 
the first time ever in Kuwait the Dynamic King 

of Rap ‘Badshah’ on 28 April at Al-Shaheed Park 
Amphitheater.

‘Badshah’ has ruled the hearts of billions with 
his super hit rap numbers adding up to his fame, be 
that the Tamma Tamma Again, Humma song , Kaala 
Chashma, Akkad Bakkad, Selfie le le re, Saturday 
Saturday, Abhi to party shuru huyee hai, the Break 
up song, dj waley babu and many more.

This young stylish Punjabi Civil Engineer from 
Delhi captured the chart-list and will be in Kuwait 
to energize Shaheed Park and have you tapping 
your feet to his very special beat. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to see him live sharp at 7 pm in Al-
Shaheed Park, Kuwait City on Friday, 28 April, 2017.

DJ Waley Babu Fame female singer Astha Gill 
and famous Punjabi singer Gurinder Rai will be 
performing live with Badshah for the first time ever in 
Kuwait with his full live band and group of musicians. 
An amazing experience awaits those eager fans, 
and the evening is prepared to be a memorable one 

for them. For further details contact: 66512932, 
66361912, 69030423, 50989083 & 66367438 

E-mail: info@iyskuwait.com; iyskuwait@gmail.
com; www.indianyouthkuwait.com

BADSHAH to perform live in Al-Shaheed Park

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Monday 

patronized and attended the inauguration of the 
new main headquarters of the Central Bank of 
Kuwait (CBK).

His Highness was greeted by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Finance Anas Khaled 
Al-Saleh and CBK Governor Dr. Mohammad Al-

Hashel and CBK's board members.
The Ceremony was attended by His Highness 

the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanim, Sheikh Jaber Al-Abullah 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikh Faisal Al-Saud Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime 

Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, President of the Supreme Judicial Council, 
high ranking Kuwaiti dignitaries and officials. 

Minister Al-Saleh expressed in his speech his 
deep thanks for His Highness the Amir's patronage 
and congratulated CBK's team for launching their 
new building. He also expressed his gratitude 
and appreciation to all the former CBK's' teams, 

boards of directors, and governors. The minister 
addressed His Highness the Amir by saying that 
His Highness' strategic vision of transforming 
Kuwait to a financial and commercial center is 
based on having a strong banking and financial 
sector of prominent supervisory and observatory 
systems through enhancing monetary and 

financial stability policies.
He called on Kuwaiti banks to reconstruct their 

financial resources by offering the appropriate 
tools for giant projects and their financing needs, 
as well as partnership plans between the public 
and private sectors.

He also called for further financial freedoms 
and openness on international markets and 
to avoid abidance to the traditional banking 
activities. CBK cherishes an international integrity 
indicated by various international credit rating 
agencies, he affirmed.

The banking and financial sectors in Kuwait are 
distinguished for having two separate approaches, 
namely the traditional banking industry and the 
Islamic banking sector.

For his part, Central Bank of Kuwait Governor 
Dr. Mohammad Al-Hashel thanked His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah for attending and patronizing the ceremony.

Al-Hashel said that Kuwait's banking and 
financial sectors are one of the basic pillars of 
improving the national economy, adding that CBK 
is keen on supervising the State's banking system.

The financial stability is a main demand to 
support CBK's monetary system as the bank is 
working hard to consolidate trust of the national 
currency, he added.

He pointed out that the beginning was at the 
establishment of the Kuwaiti monetary council in 
1960 to look into measures to issue the currency 
and coins.

He added that then, the Central Bank of Kuwait 
(CBK) was established by virtue of the Law No. 32 
of 1968 to issue the national currency on behalf 
of the State, maintain the relative stability of the 
Kuwaiti Dinar, and secure its free convertibility 

into foreign currencies, and to serve as a financial 
adviser to the government,  Al-Hashel said.

CBK's establishment, hence, was in response 
to the need to keeping pace with domestic 
and international developments, particularly 
in view of the increasingly important role of 
the monetary and financial policy contributing 
to the advancement of social and economic 
development in the country, CBK Chief noted.

He asserted that by the opening of this new 
landmark headquarters of CBK, "We renew the 
covenant to this country", asking Allah Almighty 
to protect Kuwait's stability and security, and to 
continue the path of prosperity and progress.

His Highness the Amir patronizes, 
attends CBK's new building inauguration

Kuwaiti multilingual band the Al Hassan 
Brothers debuted their first album ‘Mi Luna’ 

and released their first music video on 12 April, 2017 
both produced by AJNA Records.

Al Hassan Brothers consists of Ali Al Hassan, 
Haitham Al Hassan, Mahmoud Al Hassan and 
Hassan Al Hassan Al Hassan, a group of four Kuwaiti 
guitarists who draw inspiration from various 
sources in the music scene in Kuwait.  The group was 
formed in the summer of 2015 and was signed to 
AJNA Records in 2016 under the guidance of music 
composer Nawaf Gheraibah.

‘Mi Luna’ is comprised of 12 tracks, performed in 
English, Arabic and Spanish. The album is composed 
of contemporary guitar melodies performed in 
various languages and their music pieces echo a 
range of music genres ranging from flamenco, Rock 
and Kuwaiti folk.

Their first single ‘Yo the Quiero’ is a beautifully 
haunting song composed about the loss of a loved 
one. The video was presented for the first time at 

the press conference on 12 April at the Center for 
Arts in Shuwaikh.

Al Hassan Brothers will be performing at the Al 
Shaheed Park Amphitheater on 20 April, and will be 
backed by seven members of their supporting band: 
a drummer, bassist, two percussionists, an electric 
guitarist and a special Bahraini guest: guitarist 
Hamanino. The free concert is open to the public.

Kuwaiti band Al Hassan Brothers 
release debut album ‘Mi Luna’

LOCAL
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Last week Microsoft began rolling out its 
latest Windows 10 update. Roll-out of the 

Creators Update, will take place in a phased 
manner across the world, starting with newer 
machines first, says a Windows blogpost. The 
Creators Update includes several small and 
welcome additions, aimed at boosting the 
Windows PC experience. 

Cortana setup: If you clean install Windows 
10 Creators Update or simply purchase a new 
PC with Windows 10 preinstalled, then you will 
notice Cortana, the Windows Assistant, shows 
up to guide you through the setup process. 
Cortana will use your microphone and speakers 
to listen to commands, including setting up a 
Wi-Fi network and keyboard layout.

It is a neat feature, but you can always use 
your keyboard and mouse instead of your 
voice if you want to set up Windows 10 in a 
more traditional manner. Either way, the entire 
process of setting up Windows 10 has been 
greatly simplified, especially if you compare it 
to how long and complicated it took to get a 
Windows machine ready just 10 years ago.

Picture-in-picture: This feature allows you 
to watch a film or TV show from the built-in 
Movies & TV app and pop the window out so 
it is always on top. Similarly, Skype will place 
calls above other windows so you can keep 
watching content or video-calling on Skype 
while you browse or work in other apps. Only 
some of Microsoft's own apps support picture-
in-picture right now, but all developers will be 
able to include the feature in app updates.

Night light: Microsoft has built its own version 

of F.lux into Windows 10 with the Creators 
Update. Dubbed ‘Night Light’, you can allow 
Windows 10 to reduce blue light from a screen 
after sunset or at a specific time in the evening. 
It is much like what is already available on 
iOS, macOS, and Android, but at least you do 
not need a third-party app to enable this on 
Windows anymore.

Dynamic lock: This new feature is designed 
to be the opposite of Windows Hello, the app 
used to sign you on using facial recognition, 
which incidentally has also become faster with 
the update. Known internally at Microsoft as 
‘Windows Goodbye’, the Dynamic Lock lets you 
automatically lock a Windows 10 PC when you 
are away from it. You can pair Bluetooth devices 
like a phone or wearable, and Windows 10 will 

sense once the Bluetooth connection is too far 
away and lock the PC.

Paint 3D: As the name suggests, it is a 3D 
version of Microsoft’s built-in Paint app, and it 
is not just an update but has been totally rebuilt 
and modern. You can build 3D objects in Paint 3D 
or import ones created by community members 
from Remix 3D. It is also a lot more touch-
friendly than the regular Paint app, and you can 
use a stylus like the Surface Pen to annotate 
and create objects. Once you are finished with a 
Paint 3D creation, it can easily be shared to the 
Remix 3D site or even used on a Windows Mixed 
Reality headset or HoloLens.

Inking in Windows photos: The Photos app 
has been updated to allow support for inking. 

This allows you to pick a photo and annotate it 
and share it easily via email or social networks. 
Unfortunately, inking in the new update is still 
not everywhere. Even in apps like the built-in 
email client, you canot simply jot notes down 
inside an email or annotate an attached image. 
Microsoft has a long way to go to bring inking 
to the center of Windows 10, but features like 
inking in the Photos app and Windows Ink are a 
sign it might eventually happen.

Microsoft Edge improvements: The Edge 
browser gets a tweak with the update that lets 
you set tabs aside and save them for use later on. 
It is essentially a method to save a snapshot of 
your current browser window. If you are a heavy 
user of tabs then it is a welcome feature, but for 
everyone else the new buttons that enable the 
feature are likely to be confusing.

Microsoft is also adding ebook support and 
the ability to view 360 videos to Edge. You can 
download and purchase ebooks through the 
Windows Store, and sample 360 videos are 
available in the Movies & TV app.

Better control over updates and privacy: This 
will have a big impact for those wishing to better 
control updates. You can now pause updates for 
a week, or configure active hours in Windows 
10 for up to 18 hours a day. This should reduce 
complaints about Windows 10 automatically 
rebooting machines for updates, and provide 
the ability for users to control them better.

Microsoft is also tweaking its privacy controls 
in Windows 10 Creators Update. You will be 
prompted to review and configure features like 
diagnostics, speech recognition, location, and 
relevant ads. 

Windows 10 Creators Update launches with several new features

Facebook Messenger is making it 
a little easier to split your dinner 

tab with friends. And the company 
is likely hoping that a new addition 
to Messenger’s payments feature 

means that you will skip Venmo, 
the popular free digital wallet that 
lets you make and share payments 
with friends. Users on Android and 
desktop PC can send payments to 
and split payments between groups 
of people. The feature is initially 

being launched in the United States.
As with any direct peer-to-peer 

payments, the group payments 
feature is free to use without hidden 
fees; all it takes is linking your 
account with a debit card.

You can send cash to (or request 
it from) everyone in the group chat 
or just certain participants. When 
requesting, you can either specify an 
amount from each person or just tell 
Messenger to split a total amount — 
with or without yourself included. 
Money is transferred to your bank 
account within five business days, 
perhaps not quite as quick as the 
reliable next-business-day deposits 
from Venmo. The group chat will 
include updates on who has paid, so 
you can shame friends who are tardy 
in paying their share.

Google’s latest AI toy may be 
its most clever: an automated 

drawing bot that analyzes what you are 
doodling in real time to suggest a more 
polished piece of clip art to replace 
it. Called AutoDraw, the software is 
another of Google’s ongoing creative 
machine learning demonstrations that 
it releases as part of its AI Experiments 
series. It uses the underlying technology 
behind the company’s experimental 
image recognition software to identify 
potential objects and pairs that with a 
database of neat and simplistic hand-
drawn images.

The company says AutoDraw is a 
“drawing tool for the rest of us,” and 
by us it means aesthetically impaired 
individuals who cannot even doodle 
a circle without making it look like a 
square. AutoDraw pairs the magic of 
machine learning with drawings from 
talented artists to help you draw stuff 

fast,” says Google. The actual tech under 
the hood comes from another Google 
AI experiment called Quick Draw, which 
uses machine learning to analyze human 
drawings and get better over time at 
guessing what they are.

Quick Draw was a neat distraction, 
but AutoDraw is a gem with some very 
tangible benefits for non-artists looking 
to add art to everything from fliers and 
party invites to custom birthday cards. 
Of course, AutoDraw is not perfect. A 
lot of the times the program will suggest 
some truly bizarre replacements and 
it is impossible to know really how the 
software arrived there. Write some 
English text and it could make some 

really whacky suggestions. But then, 
that probably gives you an opportunity 
to get really weird and experimental, 
like turning a taco into a boomerang.

In other cases, AutoDraw feels truly 
novel and clever, like when it appears 
to understand doodling shorthand for 
turning a pair of triangles into a fish.

It is a ton of fun to play with and 
it could easily be the first of the many 
Google-made experiments that could 
truly take-off with the general public. 
Google seems to know this, too, 
which is why it made the tool free and 
accessible through the mobile web, so 
you can access it on both your desktop 
and on a tablet or smartphone. 

Facebook Messenger now supports 
group payments between friends

Google’s doodle bot turns crude drawings into glorious clip art
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Research teams from the 
National Institutes of Health 

in the United States, the University 
of Tokyo and other international 
research institutions have identified 
the first inhibitor of an enzyme long 
thought to be a potential drug target 
for fighting disease-causing parasites 
and bacteria. 

The teams, led by NIH's National 
Center for Advancing Translational 
Sciences (NCATS) and University 
of Tokyo scientists, sorted through 
more than one trillion small protein 
fragments called cyclic peptides to 
uncover two that could shut down 
the enzyme. The finding could set the 
stage for the potential development 
of new types of antimicrobial drugs 
that could have potential impact 
on the lives of millions of people 
worldwide.

The target enzyme, called cofactor-
independent phosphoglycerate 
mutase (iPGM), is found in both 
parasites and bacteria. Several types 
of parasitic roundworms have iPGM, 
including those that cause devastating 
infectious diseases, such as lymphatic 
filariasis and river blindness, which 

affect over 150 million people living 
in mostly tropical regions. The 
enzyme is also found in bacteria, 
including Staphylococcus aureus, 

which can cause the hospital-borne 
infection MRSA (methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus), and Bacillus 
anthracis, which causes anthrax.

iPGM is one of many essential 
enzymes the roundworm needs to 
survive. Enzymes are proteins that 
jumpstart chemical reactions and 
IPGM is part of a common biological 
process called glycolysis, which helps 
make energy for cells. 

While the same important process 
occurs in human cells, it relies on a 
different form of the enzyme. As a 
result, a drug that targets iPGM and 
kills the roundworm would likely 

leave the human counterpart alone. 
However, previous attempts by 

researchers at finding a compound 
to block the enzyme have failed 
mainly on account of target sites 
on the surface of iPGM being short-
lived. Because of the enzyme's 
unusual design, the reserch team 
sought a different type of drug than 
the typical small molecule drugs. 

The researchers built a library 
mixture of more than 1 trillion 

small peptides and then went a step 
further by adding an amino acid to 
the peptides to create ring-shaped 
cyclic peptides. 

The scientists hypothesized this 
would have the needed shape and 
structure to attach to the enzyme 
surface and disable the enzyme. 
The researchers sifted repeatedly 
through millions of cyclic peptides 
before eventually finding two cyclic 
peptides that bound tightly to only 

the iPGM enzyme and also shut down 
its activity. Current anti-parasitic 
drugs, such as ivermectin, mainly 
work on the early larval stages of the 
worm and the treatment must be 
given annually or semiannually for as 
long as a decade. For years, scientists 
have tried to find a more effective 
drug that also worked against the 
adult worm and the later stages of 
infection. 

The team behind the research said 
the inhibitor peptides they found and 
dubbed 'ipglycermides', which might 
work on all life stages of the worm, 
could become a broad spectrum 
anti-parasitic and anti-bacterial 
treatment that could be delivered 
acutely, akin to an antibiotic.

The group's next steps will be 
to find ways for cyclic peptides to 
enter cells. "If we can find ways to 
put cyclic peptides into cells, then 
this would open up new targets that 
small molecule drugs have a difficult 
time addressing. Ipglycermides 
represent a fertile yet uncultivated 
landscape between small molecule 
drugs and protein biologics,” said the 
researchers.

International research identifies potential anti-microbial drug

Moldable 
scaffold for bone

A team including researchers at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in New York is 

developing a new material that can be used 
to replace skull bone lost to injury, surgery, or 
birth defect. The bioactive foam is malleable 
when exposed to warm saline, allowing 
surgeons to easily shape it to fit irregular 
defects in the skull, where it hardens in place. 
Once implanted in the skull, specially coated 
pores within the foam attract bone cells, 
naturally regenerating bone to replace the 
foam, which dissolves over time.

The foam is intended as an alternative to 
materials currently used to treat gaps in the 
skull. Most commonly, such gaps are filled 
with a bone graft surgically harvested from the 
patient, such as from the hip. Such rigid bone 
grafts are often difficult to harvest, and cannot 
be readily manipulated to fit within irregularly 
shaped bone defects, compromising healing.

Experts in bone tissue engineering will 
now test various formulations of the foam 
in vitro and then recommend the most 
successful formulations for further pre-
clinical testing, and provide insight on why 
some foams are more or less successful in 
promoting bone growth.

The project began about five years ago, 
and has already shown good biocompatibility 
in preliminary tests in small animal models. 
Many more years of refinement and testing are 
required before a product reaches surgeons as 
a treatment option. The researchers say that 
a moldable bone-promoting scaffold could 
have broad use if it is successful. "It takes 
advantages of the body's own healing ability, 
and it's a low-cost, 'off the shelf' solution 
that would not need to be pre-tailored to the 
individual defect."

The health benefits of extra-virgin olive oil 
are well-known, but less is known about 

the biological and physiological mechanisms 
behind these benefits. New research shows 
that a compound found in extra-virgin olive 
oil can reverse the adverse health effects of a 
high-fat diet.

Researchers at the University of Chile set 
out to investigate the effects of a compound 
found in extra-virgin olive oil on the health of 
mice. The compound called hydroxytyrosol is 
well-known for its antioxidant properties and 
is suspected of being the reason behind the 
many health benefits of olive oil. New research 
now shows that hydroxytyrosol also has a 
protective effect on the liver, at least on the 
liver in mice.

The research team examined the effects of 
hydroxytyrosol on mice that were fed a diet 
high in fat. Especially, they looked at certain 
enzymes that play a key role in the synthesis of 
some health benefitting polyunsaturated fatty 
acids that are known to improve cardiovascular 
health, brain function, and cell growth, as 
well as lower LDL cholesterol, the so called 
‘bad’ cholesterol. By contrast, high-density 
lipoprotein (HDL) cholesterol is known as the 

"good" cholesterol because it transports the 
cholesterol from other parts of the human 
body back to the liver, where it is processed and 
eliminated.

The researchers fed four groups of mice, 
each comprising 12 to 14 rodents, either a 
high-fat diet (consisting of 60 percent fat) 
or a control diet (with only 10 percent fat). 
Additionally, some mice were also administered 

5 milligrams of hydroxytyrosol per kilogram of 
body weight over a period of 12 weeks. In the 
mice that had been fed a high-fat diet, both 
the total cholesterol levels and the levels 
of LDL-cholesterol increased, while the HDL 
cholesterol remained unchanged. However, 
hydroxytyrosol seemed to reduce the negative 
effect of these types of cholesterol in the mice 
that had taken it. A high-fat diet also seemed to 
raise the markers of insulin resistance. Again, in 
the mice that had also taken hydroxytyrosol, 
these markers were reduced. However, they 
were not as low as the levels of the mice 
that had been on a regular diet. Importantly, 
mice that had been on a high-fat diet showed 
decreased levels of the liver enzymes that help 
to synthesize the beneficial polyunsaturated 
fatty acids. The reduction in the liver enzymes 
was connected with an imbalance in the fatty 
acids found in the liver, brain, and heart.

However, the mice whose high-fat diet 
was also supplemented with hydroxytyrosol 
showed enzymatic activity and fatty acid 
composition similar to that of the mice 
that were fed a normal diet. This suggests 
that hydroxytyrosol may have reversed the 
damaging effects of a high-fat diet.

Olive oil compound reverses
high-fat diet damage 

Continued from Page 1

Several mega-construction projects, 
worth an estimated total of KD70 billion 
($230bn), are currently underway or in various 
phases of planning in Kuwait. In August 
2016, the government approved investments 
totaling KD4.8 billion ($15.75bn) as part of 
the development plan for the period 2017 to 
2018. Disclosing this, the Secretary-General 
of country’s Supreme Council for Planning 
and Development Khaled Mahdi said that the 
state budget would contribute KD1.6 billion 
of this total.

Aside from construction developments in 
the oil sector, several strategic projects in the 
health, transport and sewage sectors include 
the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital in South 

Surra, in the health sector; and the expansion 
and development of Kuwait International 
Airport (Terminal 2), as well as, the Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway across Kuwait Bay, 
in the transportation sector.

In a further boost to the construction 
industry, a consortium of South Korean 
construction companies was recently 
awarded the contract to build the KD1.2 
billion ($4bn) eco-friendly, smart, residential 
city in Kuwait. In early April, Kuwait’s Minister 
of State for Housing Affairs and Minister of 
State for Services Yasser Abul, signed a KD12. 
5 million ($41m) contract with representatives 
from Korea Land and Housing Corporation 
for the design and planning of South Saad Al-
Abdullah City. 

The project, which is expected to 

accommodate between 25,000 and 40,000 
households, is headed by the South Korean 
consortium of Posco A&C, and Hyundai 
Architects and Engineers Associates 
Company. The consortium of urban architects 
and builders plans to build the smart city so 
that it is environmentally friendly, efficiently 
organized and well-connected. 

The South Korean Ministry of Land, 
Infrastructure and Transport, which is 
behind the project, will help put together 
the consortium by 2018 and set up a special-
purpose company to oversee the start of 
the project by 2019. The South Koreans are 
pinning great hopes on this project, as they 
plan to use it as a showcase for winning 
similar eco-friendly city construction projects 
in other countries in the Middle East.

Lawmakers call for speeding up pending projects
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Ranked as the world’s biggest 
landlocked nation, Kazakhstan 
stretches out from Siberia in the north 
up to the deserts in Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan to the south, and from 
the Caspian Sea in the west to China in 
the east. The vast country is covered by 
five climatic zones and two time zones 
offering visitors a geographic diversity 
that includes snow-capped mountains, 
glaciers, coniferous forests, large rocky 
canyons, pristine mountain lakes and 
amazing rivers among many others. 

Almaty: This leafy city with a backdrop of the 
snowcapped Zailiysky Alatau has always been 
among the more appealing Russian creations 
in Central Asia. This is Kazakhstan’s main 
transport hub and a place many travelers pass 
through. Stay a few days and you will find that 
Almaty is quite a sophisticated place — one for 
enjoying green parks and excellent museums, 
shops and markets, and for eating, drinking and 
partying in some of Central Asia’s best selection 
of restaurants, cafes, bars and clubs. This is not 
to forget the great mountain hiking and skiing 
which are available right on the doorstep.

Aksu-Zhabagyly Nature Reserve: This 
beautiful 1319-sq-km patch of green valleys, 
rushing rivers, snowcapped peaks and high-
level glaciers, abutting the Kyrgyz and Uzbek 

borders, is the oldest (1926) and one of the most 
enjoyable and easiest visited of Kazakhstan’s 
nature reserves. The diversity of life in this 
area where mountains meet steppe is great for 
botanists, birders and nature lovers in general. 
Some of Kazakhstan's best nature guides are 
based locally, making this also a good base for 
visiting other regional attractions including the 
Karatau mountains, steppe lakes, deserts and 
historical/cultural sites like Turkistan and Otrar.

Palace of Peace & Accord: This beautiful, glass-
and-steel pyramid was opened in 2006 as the 
home for the triennial Congress of World and 
Traditional Religions, hosted by Kazakhstan. 
The half-hour tour shows you a 1,350-seat opera 
hall, the 3rd-floor atrium where the religions 
congress is held, and the apex conference room 
with windows filled with stained-glass doves. 
Full of symmetry and symbolism, the pyramid is 
beautifully illuminated and a highlight of the city.

Central State Museum: Almaty’s best museum 
takes you through Kazakhstan’s history from 
Bronze Age burials to telecommunications 
and the transfer of the capital to Astana, with 
many beautiful artefacts. Hall 1 deals with 
archaeological finds and early history up to 
Chinggis Khan (Genghis Khan). Next to it is the 
‘Open Collection’, an exhibit of outstanding 
ancient gold adornments, mainly from Scythian 
burials between the 6th and 3rd Centuries BC. 
The ethnographic display in hall 2 features a 
finely kitted-out yurt and some beautifully 
worked weaponry and horse and camel gear, 
in addition to musical instruments and exotic 
costumes going back to the 18th century. Halls 
3 and 4 deal with the 20th and 21st centuries, 
including exhibits on some of Kazakhstan’s 
many ethnic groups. 

Karaganda Ecological Museum: Run by a 
dedicated environmental NGO, Karaganda 
Ecological Museum has to be the most 
imaginative museum in the country. Everything 
can be touched, and this includes large rocket 
parts that have fallen on the steppe after 
Baykonur space launches and debris collected 
from the Semipalatinsk Polygon, the primary 
testing venue for the Soviet Union's nuclear 
weapons. Other display topics include the saiga 
antelope and chemical safety in Kazakhstan. 
The guided tours, available in English, are well 
worth it and are best requested in advance.

Yasaui Mausoleum: The main chamber of the 
mausoleum dedicated to the 12th-Century Sufi 
saint and poet Kozha Akhmed Yasaui is capped 
with an 18 meter-wide dome, above a vast, 
2000kg, metal kazan (cauldron) for holy water, 
given by Timur. Around this central hall are 34 
smaller rooms on two floors. Yasaui’s tomb 
lies behind an ornate wooden door at the end 
of the main chamber. The right-hand corridor 
contains the tomb of Abylay Khan, leader of 
Kazakh resistance to the Zhungars in the 18th 
century. Off the main chamber's far left corner 
is the mausoleum’s carpeted mosque, with a 
beautifully tiled mihrab (Mecca-facing niche). 
Except in the mosque, visitors to the mausoleum 
do not usually remove shoes though women 
normally wear headscarves.

Khan Shatyr: Astana's most extraordinary 
building, the Khan Shatyr is a 150m-high, 

translucent, tent-like structure made of ethylene 
tetrafluoroethylene (ETFE), a heat-absorbing 
material that produces summer temperatures 
inside even when it is minus 30 degrees Celsius 
outside. Touted as a 'lifestyle center with world-
class shopping', from outside it resembles 
nothing so much as a leaning circus tent, while 
the multilevel interior contains yet another 
shopping mall and food court and also several 
other attractions for children and adults. These 
include a drop tower, flume ride and 500m-long 
monorail and, on the top level, the Sky Beach 
Club with a big swimming pool, sandy beach, 
palm trees and water slide, where those who 
can afford it can imagine they are on a tropical 
coast in the middle of the Eurasian steppe. 

Bayterek Monument: An Astana centerpiece, 
the 97m-high Bayterek monument, is a white 
latticed tower crowned by a large glass orb. This 
embodies a Kazakh legend in which the mythical 
bird Samruk lays 
a golden egg 
containing the 
secrets of human 
desires and 
happiness in a tall 
poplar tree, beyond 
human reach. A lift 
glides visitors up 
inside the egg, where 
you can ponder 
the symbolism and 
enjoy expansive 
views. A plaque 
invites visitors to 
place a hand on a 
gilded hand print 
of the right hand of 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, the first and incumbent 
President of the independent Republic of 
Kazakhstan. Visitors are encouraged to make a 
wish while placing their hands on the president’s 
handprint and gazing eastward towards his 
palace. 

Land of the Great Steppe

Astana: The country's new capital has risen 
fast from the northern steppe and is already 
a showpiece for 21st-century Kazakhstan. It is 
scheduled to go on rising and spreading into 
a city of over one million people by 2030. Its 
skyline grows more fantastical by the year as 

landmark buildings, many of them by leading 
international architects, sprout in a variety of 
Asian, Western, Soviet and wacky futuristic 
styles. Several spectacular structures are 
open to visitors and it is hard not be impressed 
by the very concept of the place. 
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Timeless and universally flattering, 
wrap dresses are great for 

showing off your womanly curves while 
concealing your problem areas. A dress 
goes with everything, is appropriate 
for any occasion, and never goes out 
of style. If you are curious about which 
type of wrap dress to pick to flatter 
your body shape, keep on reading for 
some assistance.

If you’re petite: Be careful of midi 
lengths that fall on your calves as it 
may swamp your frame. Your best 
options are knee-length or maxi length 
styles that can create an illusion of a 
taller frame.  You have to be wary of 
wrap dresses with exaggerated details 
like embellishments and full or wide 
cuts as they can easily overpower your 
smaller frame. Do your fashionista 
side right by investing in a dress with 
vertically oriented pinstripes that help 
to visually elongate your silhouette.
If you’re tall: A long torso and even 
longer legs may seem like enviable 
assets, but they do have a way of 
making it difficult to wear even modest 
hemlines. Take advantage of your tall 
frame by embracing maxi lengths in 
wrap dresses, but pay attention to 
proportions, so your hemlines and 
waistlines hit in just the right spots. 
If you have full hips and thighs: 
Whether you are gearing up for a party 

or are attending your younger sister’s 
graduation, you need a dress that can 
stand on its own. Wrap dresses with 
fit-and-flare, mermaid, or free-flowing 
styles that cinch at the waist are just 
perfect for your figure. The best figure 
flattering choice is a maxi dress with 
a hemline that hits your leg at its 
slenderest point, either just beneath 
the knee or just below the swell of 
your calf to ensure you look fashion-
forward and comfortable.
If you have perfect curves: For 
hourglass bodies with perfect 
proportions, wrap dresses were made 
for you. Lose the frills for a smoking 
maxi that boasts tie closure, allowing 
you to adjust the dress to fit exactly 
where needed. 

This type of maxi is the perfect 
combination of style and comfort, 
you just have to make sure your wrap 
dress highlights the slimmest part 
of your waist and the perfect curves 
on your hips. It’s worth mentioning 
that a fine jersey fabric not only feels 
comfortable, but looks so incredibly 
luxe. Meanwhile wrap dresses in a 
tulip-style give your legs a longer and 
leaner look.
If you have a tummy: Wrap dresses 
are perfect for defining the slimmest 
part of your torso. For those girls with 
a tummy, an empire style or high-waist 
style of wrap dresses with a forgiving 
silhouette will conceal your stomach. 
Other selections that work best for 
your figure are dresses with a sleek 
A-line as opposed to styles featuring 
ruching or pleats that add bulk where 
you don’t want it. A well-cut wrap 
dress will fit and flatter your top half 
and then flutter over your middle, 
enhancing your bust and camouflaging 
the rest. Try a sleeveless, colourful 
style for summer.

Wonderful 
WRAP 
DRESSES 
For Your Shape

The cut crease eyeshadow look is 
slowly becoming the ultimate 

going-out makeup for many women. 
Mainly cause of its highlight - a razor-
sharp line where the shape on your 
lid ends and the one on your crease 
begins, that makes it a show-stopper. 
Moreover, it is very versatile; you can 
create your own version using different 
contrasting shadows, or try similar 
tones for a subtle effect. Once you have 
experimented with a few looks, you 
can even try a double cut crease.

Another bonus is that the look 
works for all eye shapes, whether you 
have monolid, hooded or deep-set 
eyes, you can tweak the eyeshadow to 
enhance your eyes.  Here are some tips 
on how to create the look.

Set the base: Patience is required for 
this eye makeup look, and you may 
have to attempt a few tries if you have 
never done it before. To start the look, 
apply an eye primer to the entire lid. 
Next, brush on a base shadow to the 
lid, before using a white highlight on 
the brow bone and inner corners of 
your eye. 

Start sketching:  Use any eyeliner you 
like to sketch a V-shape starting from 
the crease in the middle of your eye 
and connecting to the outer corner of 

your eye. Make the line thicker toward 
the outer corner, and use less pressure 
toward the inner corner, to make 
the liner thinner and lighter. The cut 
crease should be sharp, and to achieve 
the effect, use a fine-tipped shadow 
brush along your crease to create the 
crisp line.

Blur it out: Next, use an eye shader 
brush to blend your eyeliner out 
toward the outer corner of your eye. If 
you can, try to keep the bottom of your 
cut crease a sharp line. 

Add some color: Using the top line 
of your eyeliner as a guide, apply any 
chosen eye shadow over the line and 
slightly above it, blending in toward the 
inner corner of your eye. You can also 

clean up any mistakes along the way 
with your white eyeshadow.

Flair for the dramatic: Wing out your 
eyeliner for added drama. This step is 
optional, but almost too gorgeous to skip.

Finishing touch: Run the same 
eyeshadow you used on your eyelids (or 
an eyeliner in a corresponding color) 
along your lower lashline for another 
subtle pop of color. There, you have the 
perfect crease cut eyeshadow look. 

Play around with choices: When 
in doubt, go for a gold eyelid with a 
neutral crease. It is a fierce evening look 
that is different than your usual cat 
eye. You can also switch up your usual 
blended smoky eye with a cut crease 
design, allowing your old eyeshadows 
to feel like new. Maybe you want 
extra flair for a special evening out, 
then just add a slash of glitter along 
your crease. Do you normally put your 
darker shadows on your lid and reserve 
the lighter shades for under your brow 
bone? Switch things up by applying the 
lightest color on your brow bone and 
the darker one in the crease.

  Amazing cut crease 

Eyeshadow 
                      looks

Splash, the home grown fashion 
retailer, has announced the 

launch of its Perfume & Bath and 
Body range titled ‘Heart of Gold’, 
with three options for both men and 
women. 

The fragrance was created in 
Paris with the pricing set at KD 9 
for EDP and KD 4.5 for shimmering 
Bath & Body range across Splash 
stores. The Oud collection for 

men is comprised of three unique 
interpretations of this exquisite 
smoky sensual ingredient resulting 
in fragrances that can only be 
described as liquid gold. 

Pure OUD has a deep sensual 
scent, Black OUD boasts a sensual 
interpretation of OUD while White 
OUD promises to be an enticing 
laid-back modern classic. 

The Oud collection for women has 

three very favorable scents to delight 
the senses; Pure Gold is a mixture 
of flowers paired with leather, Rose 
Gold is a fragrance that beguiles with 
juicy notes of pear, raspberry and 
saffron, and White Gold is an elegant 
fragrance. 

‘Heart of Gold’ is available across 
all Splash stores in Centrepoint and 
at Splash -The Avenues, Phase II and 
at Salam Mall- Salmiya.

Splash launches the ‘Heart of Gold’ line

LIFESTYLE
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The Sudanese President Omer al-Bashir and 
the Kuwait’s Amir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad 

al-Sabah Tuesday have discussed bilateral 
cooperation between the two countries in the 
various fields.

Al-Bashir and his accompanying delegation 
on Tuesday arrived in Kuwait on a two-day 
official visit upon an invitation from the Amir. 
They were received at Kuwait airport by the Amir 
and a number of senior officials.

The two sides held a round of talks on bilateral 
relations besides regional and international 
issues of common concern and they are 
expected to sign a number of agreements on 
joint cooperation in the various domains.

Also, the meetings discussed Kuwait’s 
support for the Arab food security plan that 
was approved by the Arab leaders at their recent 
meeting in Amman.

During the meetings of the 3rd Arab 
Economic and Social Development Summit in 
Riyadh in 2013, al-Bashir launched an initiative 
to achieve Arab food security through offering 

investment opportunities in agriculture and 
livestock in Sudan. Last February, Sudan’s 
Investment Minister Mudathir Abdel-Ghani said 

his country offered 220 investment projects to 
achieve the food security plan, pointing that 
Arab agricultural and livestock investment in 

Sudan represents 85 percent of the total foreign 
investment in the two sectors.

The Foreign Minister of Sudan, Prof. Ibrahim 
Ghandour, said in a press statement following 
the meeting that the two sides assured the 
keenness to strengthen further the relations 
between Sudan and Kuwait, adding that the 
Amir of Kuwait has appreciated Sudan's stances 
in supporting the issues of the Arab nation.

President Al-Bashir, on his part, has affirmed 
that Sudan is a genuine part of the Arab nation, 
lauding the continuous Kuwaiti support to 
Sudan since the independence while Amir of 
Kuwait has affirmed his country's political and 
economic support to Sudan.

Prof. Ghandour pointed out that the Amir of 
Kuwait has congratulated Sudan on the lifting of 
the US sanctions that were imposed on it.

The Foreign Minister indicated that the talks 
covered the overall situations in the Arab World, 
adding the views of the two countries were 
identical concerning the developments in Libya, 
Syria, Yemen, Somalia and Iraq.

Sudanese President visits Kuwait

Kuwait diplomatic missions
increase, costs do too

Kuwait has increased the number of 
its diplomatic missions abroad and 

subsequently their expenses, the foreign 
minister announced on Wednesday. The 
number of the diplomatic mission abroad 
increased from 80 in 2006 to 105 now, thus 
their expenditures have soared by 300 
percent, said Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, also the First Deputy Prime 
Minister, during a parliamentary debate on 
State departments' allotments.

With hike of the number of the missions 
over 11 years, "it is normal that the cost of 
rents increases," he said, acknowledging 
that he was not satisfied with the mounting 
costs, indicating his favoring for purchasing 
plots instead of renting offices to house 
the missions. The minister indicated that 
he was facing some obstacles at this level, 
namely time-wasting red tape, affirming the 
approach to switch to the purchasing plots as 
a better option.

In response to the enquiries made by 
some private hospitals in Kuwait about 

recruitment of Indian nurses. The Indian 
Embassy has reiterated that to streamline 
the recruitment of Indian nurses for work 
in Kuwait, the Government of India has 
restricted since May 2015 the recruitment 
of nurses through a few designated State-
run recruiting agencies and placed nurses 
under the “ECR” regime so that emigration 
clearance through E-Migrate becomes 
mandatory for them for any employment 
in any of the 18 ECR countries (including 
Kuwait).

Presently, there are six State Manpower 
Corporations in India which are authorized 
for recruitment of Indian nurses abroad:

I. Non–Resident Keralites Affairs 
Department  (NORKA-ROOTS),NORKA 
CENTRE, Thycaud Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala, E-mail mail@norkaroots.net , Tel. 
0091-471-2330530

II. Overseas Development and 
Employment Promotion Consultants Ltd. 
(ODEPC),T.C. 27/741(3), Ambalathumukku, 
Vanchiyoor. P.O, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala, E-mail – odepc@sify.com, Tel. 
0091-471-2576314

III. Overseas Manpower Corporation 
Limited (OMCL), No.42, Alandur Road, 
Thiru-vi-ka Industrial Estate, Guindy, 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, E–mail overmcl@
gmail.com , Tel. 0091-44-22505886, 
22502267, 22500417.

IV. Uttar Pradesh Financial 
Corporation, Government of Uttar 
Pradesh (UPFC).14,/88, Civil Lines, 

Kanpur-208001, Phone: EPABX: +91-512-
2530041-44 Fax:+91-512-2530073, +91-512-
2533743 mail headoffice@upfcindia.com, 
upfcknp@dataone.in

V. Telangana Overseas Manpower 
Company (TOMCOM) Govt. of 
Telangana, Govt. IT Campus, Vijaya Nagar 
Colony, Masabtank, Hyderabad-500057. 
009140-23221705.  E-mail:  tomcommd@
gmail.com

VI. The Overseas Manpower Company 
of Andhra Pradesh (OMCAP).  ITI Campus, 
Vijayawada (OMCAP), Krishna (Dist), 
Andhra Pradesh -520008, Tel/Fax: 91 0866 
2484948, Email: omcapl@gmail.com

The process of recruitment of Indian 
nurses under E-Migrate system is easy, 
transparent and user-friendly. Recruiting 
Agencies in Kuwait that are keen to recruit 
Indian nurses for Kuwait should register 
themselves with the E-Migrate system.

The Embassy has an E-Migrate Help 
desk in its premises – for those wishing to 
register in E-Migrate system.  

Greek tourist 
visa in 24 hours

Ambassador of Greece 
to Kuwait H.E. Andres 

Papadakis affirmed that the 
process for Kuwaiti citizens 
to obtain Greek visa is simple, 
indicating that the visa will be 
issued within 24 hours, and those 
who own property in Greece can 
obtain a long-term visa.

Ambassador Papadakis 
mentioned that he wants to 
experience Ramadan life in Kuwait 
after hearing so much about it 
before his appointment as an envoy to the country. He remarked 
that living in the country during the period will be a new experience 
for him and will give him an opportunity to observe the culture and 
tradition of Kuwaitis. The ambassador expressed delight over the 
fact that Kuwaitis are open to foreigners, hospitable, and highly 
educated, adding that they always welcome him to their homes 
with open arms. 

Ambassador Papadakis mentioned the tasty meals he has 
enjoyed in Kuwait, especially Al-Zubaidi meals, which he found 
to be the best. Regarding travel to his country, he declared that 
Greek Airways will launch direct flights to and from Kuwait 
starting from June 2017, revealing that the flights will be only 
two and a half hours long. He expressed hope that this facility 
will boost the rate of tourism between both countries.

The ambassador revealed that the trade volume between 
both countries stands at around 20 million Euros, regardless 
of the increase within the past few years, but opportunities are 
abound now to raise this status. He indicated that the Greek 
community in Kuwait constitutes around 400 people, most of 
whom are teaching in secondary and tertiary institutions while 
the rest are working in some private companies.

Indian embassy highlights E-Migrate
system for recruiting Indian nurses






