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Lackluster realty sector could cause rents to fall
Oversupply, low demand and 

seasonal lull in activity are having 
a dampening effect on the realty 
sector in Kuwait. Property market 
analysts say that with the sector likely 
to witness further stagnation in the 
coming months, the year could very 
well end with realty in red and a fall in 
rents in many areas. 

The Secretary General of the Real-
Estate Union Qais Al-Ghanim, warned 
that unless activity and demand picks 
up in November and December, a 
period when residents usually seek 
to rent new apartments, the new 
year could witness sharp drop in 
apartment rents, even by as much as 
KD50 in some areas. He added that in 
such an eventuality, other sectors of 
the economy could also be negatively 
impacted. Pointing to one of the 
reasons for the glut in realty supply, 
the Secretary-General said that a 
large segment of investors in Boursa 
Kuwait (Kuwait Stock Exchange), 
who have no experience in the realty 
business, shifted to the property 
sector because of easy access to bank 
loans at low interest rates. They then 
began investing in apartments or 
constructing new buildings without 
enough knowledge about the market 
or doing due diligence.

Continued on Page 16

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC), the state-owned 

holding company for Kuwait’s 
energy enterprises, said in a recent 
statement that Kuwait’s Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry had 
approved its proposal to set up a 
new oil company in the country.

The new enterprise, called 
Kuwait Integrated Petrochemical 
Industries Company (KIPIC), will 

become the ninth subsidiary of KPC 
and will be the largest oil company 
in the country with a capital of 
KD1.8 billion and a paid-up capital 
of KD450 million.

KIPIC is expected to execute 
major downstream projects, 
including the construction of the 
615,000 barrels per day (bpd) 
green-field Al-Zour Refinery, 

Continued on Page 14

Huge fire engulfs Shuwaikh warehouses on Saturday morning. See Page 14

Kuwait to set up new oil companyMinister of 
Education and 

Minister of Higher 
Education Dr. Bader 
al-Issa has stressed 
that the integrated 
education reform 
program seeks to 
enable students to 
acquire skills suited to the modern 
age so that they are eventually 
able to play an effective role in 
achieving the country's sustainable 
development.

The program, which 
is being carried out 
in collaboration with 
the World Bank (WB), 
aims to bring about a 
quantitative change 
in education and to 
bring it in line with 
Kuwait’s sustainable 

development, Al-Issa said following 
his meeting with WB officials last 
week. The minister emphasized the 
importance of the program 

Continued on Page 14

Intended education reforms aim to 
equip students with modern skills
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Soft drink manufacturers seem to be 
following in the footsteps of the infamous 

tobacco industry in using their power to 
influence law makers and buy silence from 
the medical community. A recent report from 
Boston University revealed the close nexus 
between big beverage manufacturers and 
many revered medical organizations that were 
supposed to be protecting the interests of 
consumers. 

The new study into the funding of health 
organizations in the US found that the two 
biggest soft drink manufacturers, Coca-Cola 
and PepsiCo, sponsored at least 96 national 
health organizations between 2011 and 2015. 
Moreover, the study showed that during the 
same period, the soda giants campaigned 
against at least 28 public health bills that were 
aimed at lowering soda intake and improving 
general diet. 

This lobbying by the beverage giants against 
public health is particularly deplorable as it 
comes at a time when sugary drink consumption 
has become a major public health concern, and 
has been closely associated with number of 
non-communicable diseases, including obesity, 
diabetes, and heart disease.

The revealing new study, conducted by 
Daniel Aaron and Dr. Michael Siegel of Boston 
University, provides insight into the funding 
that national health organizations received 
from soda giants over the past 5 years. The 

fund recipients included 63 public health 
groups, 19 medical organizations, seven health 
foundations, five government groups and two 
food supply groups. Of these, 83 accepted 
money from Coca-Cola, one accepted money 
from PepsiCo, and 12 accepted money from 
both companies. It is worth noting that unlike 
Coca-Cola, PepsiCo does not publish a list of 
organizations it provides finance to, so the 
researchers say it is likely that even more health 

organizations received funding. Researchers 
are now certain that there is a well-established 
link between sugary drinks and obesity. The 
average American consumes around 175 liters 
of soda a year, one of the highest in the world; 
the country also has an adult obesity rate of 
nearly 38 percent, which is among the highest 
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funding health organization, buying silence

in the world. Given the well-established link 
between sugary drink intake and diabetes, it 
is surprising to find that both the American 
Diabetes Association and the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation were among the health 
organizations that accepted funding from the 
soda giants. 

The American Diabetes Association accepted 
$140,000 from Coke between 2012 and 2014, 
while the American Heart Association received 
more than $400,000 from the company 
between 2010 and 2015. And the National 
Institutes of Health received nearly $2 million 
from Coke between 2010 and 2014. 

The research suggests that big soda companies 
are not only hampering efforts to improve public 
health and nutrition, but that some health 
organizations were in effect colluding with the 
soda giants to subvert and dampen reports of 
the health risks of these beverages. Supporting 
this view is a report that appeared in the New 
York Times last year, which revealed that Coca-
Cola funded a ‘neutral organization’ which called 
itself the Global Energy Balance Network. The 
network was engaged in shifting public health 
messaging away from fat and sugar rich foods 
and beverages, and instead emphasizing that 
exercising was more important to overall health.

Despite there being a clear-cut case of 
‘conflict of interest’, many health organizations 
had no qualms in accepting funding from 
the beverage giants. Some of the health 
organizations that were implicated in taking 
money from Coke and Pepsi claim that they 
remain unbiased in their assessment and 
coverage of industries concerned. They maintain 
that they can continue to remain objective and 
serve public health goals while also accepting 
money from soda companies. 

This is not always true. In 2010, Save the 
Children, a group that advocated for soda taxes, 
dropped the cause after they received more than 
$5 million from Coco-Cola and Pepsi. Similarly, 
in 2012, the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, 
which received $875,000 in funding from Coca-
Cola, issued a statement declining support for 
proposed limit on soda portions in New York, 
arguing instead that nutrition education should 
be emphasized. 

In the same vein, the National Association 
for Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
and the Hispanic Federation have both 
publicly opposed anti-soda initiatives despite 
disproportionately high rates of obesity in black 
and Hispanic communities. This is not surprising, 
given that between 2010 and 2015, the NAACP 
received more than $1 million in donations 
from Coke and that between 2012 and 2015 the 
Hispanic Federation accepted $600,000 from 
the beverage giant.

Since research in the early 2000s first linked 
excessive consumption of sugar with obesity, 
weight gain, and other health problems — 
especially in children — the US food industry 
has been bankrolling media campaigns, health 
organizations and myriad other ‘public-health’ 
initiatives that try to make their products less 
harmful than they actually are. 

Corporate sponsorship from food industry 
to subvert health campaigns is not something 
new.  As far back as 1965, the sugar industry was 
reported to have funded Harvard scientists to 
publish health research that turned attention 
away from sugar towards fat as the major culprit 
behind heart diseases.  

Coke says that since 2010 it has spent 
more than $120 million on academic research 
and partnerships with health organizations 

involved in curbing obesity. However, what it 
leaves unsaid is that between 2011 and 2014, 
the company also spent more than $6 million 
a year campaigning against health bills and 
proposals. During the same period, PepsiCo 
spent more than $3 million annually and the 
American Beverage Association — the trade 
association that represents America's non-
alcoholic beverage industry — spent $1 million 
a year lobbying to defeat laws to tax and label 
sugary beverages.

In 2009 alone, when the US government 
proposed a federal soda tax to curb obesity that 
would help finance health care reform, Coke, 
Pepsi and the American Beverage Association 
together spent a combined $38 million in 
lobbying against the measure, which ultimately 
failed to become law.

The researchers say, much like previous 
investigations into the tobacco and alcohol 
industries showed, their results suggest that the 
soda industry is using ‘corporate philanthropy’ 
as a marketing tool to "silence health 
organizations that might otherwise lobby and 
support public health measures against these 
industries." Now, most organizations refuse 
tobacco money. Perhaps soda companies should 
be treated similarly.

The researchers recommend that health 
organizations refuse sponsorship from the soda 
industry and seek out alternative funding in 
order to avoid becoming embroiled in devious 
corporate marketing strategies.

Tobacco industry in the United States is notorious for using money to buy political influence and 
favorable media coverage so as to circumvent and scuttle laws detrimental to the industry. It 

now appears that the tobacco industry is not alone in such insidious behavior. 

The American Diabetes Association 
accepted $140,000 from Coke between 
2012 and 2014, while the American 
Heart Association received more than 
$400,000 from the company between 

2010 and 2015.
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Do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you.’ What a simple 

and logical concept — a straightforward 
way to resolve knotty moral dilemmas. 
Yet, at a time when distinguishing right 
from wrong seems to be more difficult 
than ever, this classic postulate, the 
‘Golden Rule’, seems to be going out of 
fashion.

The ethical norm of reciprocity 
pervades human history, beginning 
with the ancient civilizations in Egypt, 
Greece, India, and China. It is among the 
only intellectual threads that connect 
the teachings of virtually every major 
religion and those of philosophers 
through the ages, from classical Rome’s 
Seneca the Younger to Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau and John Locke, and on to 
Jean-Paul Sartre and John Rawls.

The Golden Rule is the backbone of 
our modern understanding of universal 
human rights and forms the core of 
the modern social contract. It is the 
starting point of our interactions with 
one another within our communities 
and on a global basis. It underpins 
the rise of today’s sharing economy, 

exemplified by Uber and Airbnb. It even 
guides our personal relationships.

But the Golden Rule is under assault, 
and those with the most influence are 
leading the charge. Politicians, even in 
the world’s supposedly enlightened 
democracies, are refusing to provide 
refuge to desperate people fleeing 
brutal war; making little, if any, effort 
to address high and rising economic 
inequality; and are all but ignoring the 
factors driving civil-rights movements 
like America’s Black Lives Matter.

This lack of empathy is frightening, 
and it is not limited to politics. At a 
time when business has massive — 
perhaps even excessive — influence 
worldwide, companies, in their drive for 
profit or power, often disregard their 
own societal obligations.

Consider the case of Theranos, 
a biotech company founded by 
Elizabeth Holmes in 2003 that 
promised to revolutionize blood tests. 
For several years, the company’s 
“Edison” blood-testing devices were 
lauded as groundbreaking. Theranos 
boasted reputable financial backers, 
partnerships with a large number of 
pharmacies, and a board that seemed 
very impressive on paper. Its valuation 
skyrocketed to $9 billion.

Last year, the truth came out: 
Theranos was all smoke and mirrors. 
Not only were the vast majority of 
the lab tests the company offered 
conducted on traditional machines; 
many of the results it was producing 
were inaccurate. In fact, it later 

emerged that Theranos had stopped 
using the Edison machines altogether 
in the summer of 2015, and had voided 
results from them that had been issued 
since 2014, sending tens of thousands 
of corrected reports to physicians and 
patients.

But Theranos could not void the 
damage. It was, after all, in the health-
care industry; it wasn’t selling socks 
or soap. Its mistakes had real-world 
consequences for the many patients 
who had based their health decisions 
on erroneous data.

It is hard to fathom the hubris and 
callous disregard for human beings that 
enables a CEO and management team 
to play with people’s health and hopes 
in such a manner. Holmes, who was 
touting her company’s transparency 

and reveling in its massive valuation 
long after she knew that the Edison 
machines were not cutting it, did not 
just break the Golden Rule; she melted 
it down.

And she has plenty of company. 
The Panama Papers – the leaked files 
of the world’s fourth-largest offshore 
law firm, Mossack Fonseca – provided 
a glimpse of the lengths to which 
people go to hide their assets and avoid 
paying taxes. Major multinationals 
like Apple, Amazon, and Starbucks 
have structured their businesses to 
minimize taxes to such an extent that 
they are now facing sanctions from the 
likes of the European Union. The New 
York Times recently disclosed that US 
presidential candidate Donald Trump is 
a tax-avoidance enthusiast, as well.

Trump calls tax avoidance “smart.” 
Most people, including me, call it 
selfish, insidious, irresponsible, and 
a breach of the social contract that 
enabled him and his family to accrue 
their wealth in the first place. Any 
society that made a virtue out of his 
reckless and self-serving behavior could 
not function, much less prosper.

Yet such behavior is increasingly 
common, with serious consequences. 
In the United Kingdom, political 
leaders stoked fears and made 
impossible promises – ultimately 
bringing about a vote to ‘Brexit’ the EU. 
The new president of the Philippines, 
Rodrigo Duterte, has launched what is 
essentially a war on human rights, while 
pursuing an isolating path of aggressive 
behavior toward other countries.

The Trump campaign may be 
collapsing under the weight of its 
standard-bearer’s personal history; but 
an important reason it got this far is 
that it advanced the lie that American 
workers would benefit from the 
construction of a wall – both literal and 
metaphorical – around the country. 
The truth, however, is that Trump’s 
isolationist approach – which will not 
die with his defeat next month – would 
have the opposite impact.

The reciprocity norm has been 
virtually omnipresent since the dawn 
of human civilization. Yet we cannot 
take it for granted. We must not lose 
sight of its value, in our personal or 
professional lives, and we must not 
allow our leaders to do so, either.
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AFRICA

Ecobank renews commitment to fight epidemics
The fight against epidemics in 

Africa received a boost last week 
with the announcement by Ecobank 
that it had renewed its ongoing 
partnership with the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, 
for a further three years. 

Ecobank, a pan-African banking 
conglomerate with banking 
operations in 36 African nations, and 
Global Fund, a nonprofit, international 
financing organization that aims 
to attract and disburse additional 
resources to treat and prevent HIV 
and AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, 
began their partnership in 2013.

A signing ceremony was held 
in Montreal, Canada on the side-
lines of the Global Fund’s Fifth 
Replenishment Conference that took 
place there on 16 – 17 September, 

and saw donors pledge more than 
$12.9 billion for the next three years. 
Canada’s Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau hosted the event attended 
by Heads of State, government 
officials and hundreds of private 
sector and development leaders from 
across the globe. The event, held 
under the theme ‘Changing Africa: 
Enabling growth through the private 
sector,’ also pooled together high-
level audience composed of business 
leaders and development experts. 
The initial partnership between 
Ecobank and Global Fund included a 
cash contribution of $1.5 million, as 
well as training and resource building 
for a similar amount, which was 
aimed at strengthening the financial 
management capabilities of grant 
recipients in Nigeria, Senegal and 

South Sudan. 
The renewed partnership is 

intended to support Global Fund 
in its fight against epidemics and 
hopefully accelerate the end of HIV/

AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria on the 
continent. According to the terms of the 
new agreement, Ecobank Foundation 
will also work with the Global Fund 
to build the partnership into an 

engagement and advocacy platform 
for organiztions and individuals who 
share a vision of accelerating the 
transformation of Africa.

As a partnership between 
governments, civil society, the 
private sector and people affected by 
diseases, the Global Fund mobilizes 
and invests nearly US$4 billion 
annually to support programs run 
by local experts in more than 100 
countries and supports attainment of 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
adopted by the United Nations.

Programs supported by the Global 
Fund partnership have put 9.2 million 
people on antiretroviral treatment 
for HIV, provided 15.1 million people 
with TB treatment and distributed 
659 million mosquito nets to protect 
families from malaria.

The World Trade Organization’s 
(WTO) largest annual outreach 

event the Public Forum, which 
was held at WTO headquarters 
in Geneva on 27 – 29 September, 
saw widespread participation by 
representatives from civil society, 
academia, business, the media, 
governments, parliamentarians and 
inter-governmental organizations. 

The theme for this year’s forum, 
‘Inclusive Trade’, was especially 
relevant given the changing 
business environment and slowing 
growth witnessed in many 
economies around the world. The 
forum called for encouraging small 
enterprises, women and innovative 
businesses to take an active role in 
the global trading system. Citing 
that no part of the world has 
been successful in trading globally 
without first learning to trade with 
its neighbors, the forum urged 
greater multilateral trade both 
regionally and internationally.

African representatives at the 
forum were eager to push forward 
greater intra-continent trade 
saying that economic integration 
among African nations was critical 
to the continent’s long-term 
growth and success. Addressing 
the forum, the Secretary-General 
of UN Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) Mukhisa 
Kituyi said: "African countries are 
boosting intra-regional trade and 
deepening economic integration 
at a time when many politicians in 
the global North are raising doubts 
about the benefits of trade.”

“Africa is widely noted for its low 
levels of intra-regional trade, but 
in fact the levels are much higher 
when North Africa is removed 
from the analysis. For instance, in 
East Africa, intra-regional trade 
is closer to 26 percent, the same 
level as in Latin America,” added 
the Secretary-General. Meanwhile, 
African nations are moving ahead 
with preparations for a Continental 
Free Trade Area (CFTA), which will 
bring together more than one billion 
people in 54 African countries with 
a combined gross domestic product 
of more than $3.4 trillion. 

Change is already happening. 
In the space of a year, the time 
required to move a container from 
Mombasa in Kenya to Kampala in 
Uganda has dropped from 48 days 
to four. "That is progress," said Mr. 
Kituyi, “more intra-African trade 
will lead to fairer, more equitable 
growth and the creation of more 
and better jobs, as well as help 
achieve the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals.”

Intra-continent trade, 
economic integration

improves across Africa

President Yoweri Museveni of 
Uganda announced last week 

that the country is close to finalizing 
plans to operate a national airline. 
Speaking at the country’s 56th 
Independence Day celebration 
the president explained that the 
national airline was allowed to close 
down earlier because it was running 
at a loss and many Ugandans were 
not traveling by air. 

But things have changed said the 
president noting that today Ugandans 
spend in excess of US$420 million 
annually on air travel. ‘‘Therefore, 
the government has decided to start 
a national airline to stop the outflow 
of this money and to end travel 
inconveniences to Ugandans. We 
are now finalizing the modalities,” 
Museveni said. Aside from reviving 
the national airline, the president also 
revealed the government is putting 
in place plans to ensure the country 
achieves its industrialization goals. 

He underlined the importance of 
investors and asked officials to avoid 
delays in dealing with investors. 
‘‘The other effort has been in the 
area of providing cheap finance for 
the manufacturers.  We are going to 
give capital to Uganda Development 
Bank (UDB) to the tune of 50 billion 
shillings ($14.75 million) this financial 
year and gradually increase this to 
500 billion shillings, so they can lend 
it out to manufacturers.”

He also noted that the purchasing 
power of Africa was continually 
rising, hence manufacturers were 
sure to have access to an integrated 
market locally across the continent 
and globally. ‘‘While purchasing 
power outside Africa is declining or 
stagnant, the purchasing power in 
Africa is going up. The purchasing 
power is one of the most important 
stimuli for production and growth,” 
he said.

Uganda to revive national airline

Kenya will sell a 15-year 
infrastructure bond to raise up 

to US$296 million this month to fund 
road, water and energy projects, the 
country’s central bank announced 
last week.

The bank said the bond will 
have a 12 percent coupon and will 
take bids until 18 October before 
auctioning the bond the following 
day. An estimated 5.56 trillion 
shillings (US$55 billion) investment 

into infrastructure development 
for Kenya is already planned, the 
majority of which will focus on 
telecommunications and power 
generation infrastructure.

Kenya’s infrastructure 
investment as a percentage of GDP 
rose from 18 percent in 2000 to 
hit a high of 22.4 percent in 2014 
before receding to 21.2 percent 
last year and is projected to rise 
to 22.5 percent this year. Despite 

having made significant progress 
in infrastructure development 
in recent years, the country’s 
infrastructure indicators remain 
below the levels found in Africa’s 
middle-income economies, like 
Egypt or Nigeria.

Analysts say bringing Kenya’s 
infrastructure up to the level of the 
region’s middle-income countries 
could boost annual growth by more 
than three percentage points.

Kenya to sell 15-year infrastructure bond
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An estimated quarter-million 
young people in Syria are missing 

out on college as a result of the civil 
war there. Now, thanks to the Institute 
of International Education, charities, 
philanthropists, and foundations 
have united to help refugee students 
find higher-education opportunities, 
and to provide safe havens for 
lecturers and professors persecuted 
by the Syrian regime.

The Platform for Education in 
Emergencies Response will connect 
college-ready Syrian refugees with 
refugee-ready colleges. In time, PEER 
will serve as a conduit to higher 
education for displaced students 
worldwide, and it will cater to all 
education levels, by providing web-
based information, points of contact, 
and much-needed counseling and 
support.

PEER is one project the Catalyst 
Trust for Universal Education – an 
education charity founded by former 
New York University President John 
Sexton – is now supporting. The 
Catalyst Trust is also looking at 
projects to rethink school auditing, 
spur social-impact investing in the 
education sector, and introduce 
curricula to encourage inter-faith 
coexistence. Any projects the Catalyst 
Trust supports will have to prove 
their scalability and share the goal of 
providing universal education, for the 
first time, to an entire generation of 
young people.

With 260 million children not in 
school worldwide, education needs 
more champions to match the 
enthusiasm of advocates in, say, the 
global-health and environmental 
movements. There is more room 
for innovation in education 
than in any other international-
development sector, especially as 
digital technologies and the Internet 
become more accessible even in the 
world’s poorest regions.

The education sector has so 
far been too slow to adapt to our 
changing world. Despite momentous 
technological advances, classrooms 
– unlike workplaces or homes – have 
remained largely unchanged since the 
nineteenth century. It is past time for 
reforms that empower teachers and 
transform schools into twenty-first-
century learning hubs.

In recent years, private-sector 
funding options – such as venture 
capital, targeted-investment funds, 
and new asset classes – have opened 
up countless new opportunities 
for education-sector social 
entrepreneurs. However, as with 
technology, the public and nonprofit 
sectors have been slow to keep up; 
both still need to recognize the value 
of social enterprises focused on 
education.

This gap points to a unique 
opportunity to realize social 
enterprise’s underappreciated 
potential. To grasp this opportunity, 
we should first acknowledge that 
too many ideas emanating from 
the nonprofit sector are stillborn or 
unfeasible, often for lack of finance. 
So we should do more to provide seed 
capital for education start-ups like 
Catalyst, which can then help to scale 
up successful pilot programs.

This strategy will create a virtuous 
cycle whereby initial innovations 

spur further innovations across the 
education sector. Reformers should 
take a lesson from Sir Ronald Cohen’s 
pioneering work in social-impact 
investing. 

And, indeed, the Catalyst Trust is 
already exploring how best to measure 
outcomes in developing countries’ 

school-assessment systems, and 
determining which metrics are most 
relevant to unique educational 
environments. A team of New York 
University professors – building on 
previous findings from UNESCO and 
the Brookings Institution – will work 
with a global network of researchers 
at local universities in several 
countries to examine the most 

appropriate methods for evaluating 
success and failure in education 
systems worldwide.

In another effort, the Catalyst Trust 
is looking at pilot projects in human-
rights education across Eastern 
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and 
the United States to determine how 
school curricula can best cultivate 
inter-faith understanding. It is time to 
counter the extreme idea, currently 
popular in Western politics, that 
coexistence is impossible. Schools 
are the first places where we can 
and should be promoting inclusive 
citizenship.

A curriculum fostering inclusion 
must go beyond optimistic appeals 
to universal religious dictums such 
as ‘love thy neighbor’ and the Golden 
Rule. To that end, the Catalyst Trust 
hopes to support the development of 
curricula that teach pupils the value 
of diversity for strengthening social 
cohesion and harmony.

In its effort to help refugee 
students, the Catalyst Trust 
is examining how companies, 
foundations, and public-sector donors 
can make resources more consistently 
available for displaced people. Every 
time there is war or a natural disaster, 
the international community passes 
the hat for donations to finance 
UN peacekeepers or World Bank 
development grants. But education 

for displaced people is lost in this 
framework between humanitarian 
aid, which focuses on immediate 
needs such as food and shelter, and 
development aid, which targets 
longer-term projects. The Catalyst 
Trust hopes to help shape a better 
system that delivers emergency aid 
more effectively and accounts for 
neglected needs like education.

There are many worthy projects 
that deserve consideration by 
organizations such as Catalyst. One 
example is a pilot that would help 
the two million students who are 
blind or visually impaired, and whose 
educational needs have long been 
neglected. With new technology, we 
can now leapfrog the 150-year-old 
braille system and instantly render 
text into audio recordings, making all 
types of learning materials accessible 
to the visually impaired. This 
technology is ready to be deployed so 
long as we can muster the resources 
to train teachers and visually impaired 
students to use the new tools.

For anyone who cares about 
education, our task is clear: to furnish 
millions of poor people, especially 
in the remotest parts of the world, 
with the innovations they need to 
transform and improve their lives 
through learning. As the Catalyst 
Trust intends to show, a little social 
enterprise goes a long way.

Gordon Brown  
Former Prime Minister and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer of the United Kingdom, is 
United Nations Special Envoy for Global 
Education and Chair of the International 
Commission on Financing Global 
Education Opportunity.  

With 260 million children 
not in school worldwide, 
education needs more 
champions to match the 
enthusiasm of advocates in, 
say, the global-health and 
environmental movements.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Education Needs Social Enterprise 
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Harry Potter 
and the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 1 As 
Harry races against time 
and evil to destroy the 
Horcruxes, he uncovers 
the existence of three 
most powerful objects in 
the wizarding world: the 
Deathly Hallows.

Inferno: When Robert 
Langdon wakes up in an 
Italian hospital with amnesia, 
he teams up with Dr. Sienna 
Brooks, and together they 
must race across Europe 
against the clock to foil a 
deadly global plot.

Starring: Tom Hanks, 
Felicity Jones, Omar Sy, 
Ben Foster, Sidse Babett 
Knudsen Irrfan Khan

Directed by: David Yates
IMDb rating: 7.7

Directed by: Ron Howard
IMDb rating: 6.9

Directed by: Oliver Stone
IMDb rating: 7.4 

Directed by: Vijay
IMDb rating: 6.0

Starring: Cherami Leigh, Robbie Daymon
Directed by: Kerr Xu

Snowden: The NSA’s 
illegal surveillance 
techniques are leaked 
to the public by one of 
the agency’s employees, 
Edward Snowden, in the 
form of thousands of 
classified documents 
distributed to the press.

Tutak Tutak 
Tutiya: A simple man’s 
life gets complicated 
when he finds out that his 
new wife is possessed.
Starring: Tamannaah 
Bhatia, Karishma Gulati, 
Esha Gupta, Amy Jackson, 
Farah Khan, Prabhudheva, 
Murli Sharma, Sonu Sood, 
Rajiv Thakur

Starring: Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Shailene Woodley, 
Melissa Leo, Zachary Quinto, Tom Wilkinson, Scott 
Eastwood, Logan Marshall-Green, Timothy Olyphant, Ben 
Schnetzer, LaKeith Lee Stanfield, Rhys Ifans, Nicolas Cage

CI
N
EM

A

Some of the movies now showing at 
Cinescape & Grand Cinemas 

Starring: Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, Emma 
Watson, Helena Bonham Carter, Robbie Coltrane, 
Warwick Davis, Ralph Fiennes, Michael Gambon, 
Brendan Gleeson, Richard Griffiths, John Hurt, Jason 
Isaacs, Alan Rickman, Fiona Shaw, Timothy Spall, 
Imelda Staunton, David Thewlis, Julie Walters.

IBAK to organize 
coaching for children

The Indian Badminton Association 
Kuwait (IBAK), supported by 

Kuwait Badminton Federation will be 
organizing its annual coaching program 
for children.  Coaches will be appointed 
to train students based on their level 
of competence.  Selected children 
will either be sent to India or will be 
coached under expert coaches if found 
to be of potential and co-operation 
form the parents is solicited. For more 
information: Visit, www.ibakwt.org. 

A famous school of dance in 
Kuwait, Heart Beatz announces 

admissions open for new student 
batches. The school trains dancers in 
hiphop, acrobatics, Indian traditional 
dance and more. There is no age bar 
on admissions and a separate class for 
adults is also available. Admissions are 
open in Mangaf, Abbasiya and Salmiya. 
For more information: Call, 99607245, 
65000927.

Kala (Art) Kuwait, a leading progressive 
art and socio cultural organization among 
the Indian community in Kuwait will 
be conducting ‘NIRAM 2016’ painting 
competition, in association with ‘AMERICAN 
TOURISTER’, on the occasion of Children's 
Day at Indian Community School, Khaitan, 
at 2pm. The program will include painting 
competition for the Indian school students 
and a ‘Marathon Open Canvas Painting’ 
competition for parents, visitors and guests. 

The painting competition will be 
conducted in four different age groups: 
Group A (LKG to 1 std), Group B (2 to 4 
std), Group C (5 to 8 std) and Group D (9 
to 12 std). The media for Group ‘A’ and ‘B’ 
will be crayons while Group ‘C’ and ‘D’ will 
be watercolors. Crayons and watercolors 
should be brought in by the participants. 
Stamped drawing papers will be supplied by 
the organizers. Clay modeling competition 
also will be conducted for students from 
class 7 to 12. Clay will be provided by the 
organizers. Besides the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 
merit prizes, ten percent of the participants 
will be awarded with consolation prizes. 

For further details and to register, visit 
the Around Town page of our Times Kuwait 
website.

The IMPROVengers are back with a new 
improvised evening of mirth at the Live 
Theatre, Discovery mall from 8pm. It is adults 
only night of live improve comedy and the 
seat prices start from KD 5. To book online: 
Visit: SiKtkts.com

11     NOVEMBER

TRASSK to celebrate 10th 
Anniversary: Thrissur Association of 
Kuwait will be celebrating its 10th anniversary 
at the American International School Maidan, 
Hawally from 4pm to 10pm. 
The Ambassador of India to Kuwait, H.E. Sunil 
Jain will be inaugurating the event. 
Renowned entrepreneur Padma Shri C. K. 
Menon is the chief guest. The event will be 
followed by the vibrant performances of 
association members and famous artists 
from Kuwait and Kerala.

Fit4Life Expo: A two-day Health and 
Fitness Expo called Fit4Life expo will be held 
on 21 and 22 October. The expo will enable 
participants to kick start a healthy life style 
in an easy and fun way. People of all ages 
and genders are welcome to check out gyms, 
dieticians, food supplements, food plans and 
sports under one roof. To know more: Call, 
50508796 or visit, www.fit4lifeq8.com

Radisson Blu will be holding a 3 Km long 
fun run at 9am. Registration is free and 
the process will be held at the Viking Club, 
starting 7:30am. Transportation will be 
provided from the club to the starting line. 
For more information and to 
register visit @radissonblukuwait. 

Kuwait Rising Winter 
Session: In collaboration with Kuwait 
Rising, Red Bull Music Academy will be 
organizing an evening of live performances 
by artists from the Middle and South East to 
be held at DAI (Yarmouk). The doors to the 
event will open at 5pm. The event will feature 
El Rass, Muqata’a, Nadah El Shazly and Sulk 
Station. The ticket price is set for KD15 and 
students are entitled to a special discount by 
presenting their IDs. For more information 
and to book your tickets: Call, 99820696.

Pakistan Sports Association Kuwait blood 
donation camp will be held at the Central 
Blood Bank, Jabriya, from 1pm to 6pm. For 
more information: Call, 97899392 or E-mail, 
maqbool.ah@gmail.com. 

Red Bull Bar Bahr: Combining two 
sports, quad bike and Jet Ski, Red Bull Bar Bahr 
will be held at Marina Crescent Arabian Gulf 
Street at 2pm. Quad race is conducted on a 
tailor-made track with challenging obstacles, 
the riders have to go through (mud, water, 
bumps and curves). The first quad racer to 
cross the line will hand his teammate the key 
to the jet-ski in order to start racing on water. 
For more information: Visit, www.redbull.com Jungle Master 2 

Candy Planet: Join 
Rainie on summer vacation 
and find a sugar rush 
adventure, when her mom 
is accidentally turned into a 
living candy. Now, Rainie and her pals must soar to the 
sweetest destination in the galaxy, Candy Planet, in 
hopes of turning her mom back to how she was.
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Personal Development - Unnai Arinthal, a 
Tamil program was organized by Group 

of Tamilnadu Associations, Jamal Mohamed 
College Alumni Kuwait Chapter, Islamic Guidance 
Center, Majlis Ihiya Sunna Kuwait, Kunimedu and 
Muthiyalpet Welfare Associations, on 8 October 
at Ali Tower, Mirgab.

The event was headed by NQG Stationeries 
MD, Shainsha and Travel Club Travel & Tourism 
General Manager, Ameer Ahamed.

CMN Saleem, founder of Tamilnadu 
Educational Front and Annai Khadeeja Islamic 
College for Women, gave a brainstorming 
speech. The event was attended by more than 
50 elite guests. 

Muneer Ahamed from MISK, Mohamed 
Salih from IGC and Amanullah Khan from KMJK 
managed the stage, while Br. Asmath from JMCA 
was the host of the event. Alwany Razack and 
Mohamed Arif Maricar were the photographers.

Tamilnadu Associations organize
personal development program

Telangana Chaitanya Sravanthi (TCS) in 
association with Kuwait India International 

Exchange Company, W.L.L, (KIIEC) conducted 
an ‘Awareness Cum Training’ session for its 
members and guests on 22 September, at the 
M/s Global Technology Company hall.  

TCS President, Srinivas Vaidyula welcomed 

all and highlighted the importance of the 
event. The event partners of KIIEC then made a 
presentation of their products and services to 
the members of TCS.

The presenters were honored for their effort 
in empowering and training the TCS Kuwait 
members. 

TCS-Kuwait holds joint seminar 
in association with KIIEC

Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Carlos 
De Tejada held a reception on 11 October at 

the Symphony Style Hotel to mark his country’s 
National Day. 

A large gathering of diplomats, Kuwaitis, 
Spanish nationals and media personnel 
attended the reception to celebrate the 
occasion.

Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for 
European Affairs Ambassador Waleed Al 
Khubaizi, who was the chief guest for the 
occasion, told journalists on the sidelines of 

the reception that Kuwait and Spain enjoyed 
a close and cordial relationship and that the 
warm friendship between the two countries 
was bound to grow.

Spain celebrates National Day
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Staff Report

The guests were treated to a traditional and tasty 
Mexican culinary experience at the Jumeirah Hotel that 

gave them a glimpse and flavor of Mexico. 
The Molay dish she introduced at the reception was 

widely applauded and appreciated for its unique taste. The 
sauce encompasses a wide variety of over 20 ingredients 
with flavors that range from bittersweet to spicy, and a 
consistency that can be soupy or thick like barbeque sauce. 
Most mole sauces are brown and combine unique flavors 
such as hot peppers and chocolate. 

Following the reception, Sofia spoke to The Times Kuwait 
about the increasing popularity of Mexican cuisine the 
world over and her own personal interest in popularizing it. 

“My passion for cooking began as early as five, when I 
used to watch my mother cook,” Sofia revealed adding that 

she always liked to 
watch and then try it 
out herself. 

Armed with a 
degree in hotel 
management and 
having worked in 
a famous five-star 
hotel in Mexico, 
Sofia’s experience 
and knowledge 
eventually led her 
to start her own 
catering business. 

With about 25 years of experience Sofia has achieved a 
remarkable success in her field in a relatively short time.

Today she is popular in her home country for her 
traditional style of cooking and innovation. “Mexico has 
a great history of gastronomy as it has a lot of different 
areas as well as Spanish influence in its food. Moreover 
Spanish cuisine itself is influenced from different parts of 
the world,” she said.

“Food tradition is very important and every country 
should stick by its traditions; this is what makes them 
unique,” she said. Preparing traditional Mexican food is not 
difficult and even though it takes a long time to prepare the 
unique taste and flavor are incredible.

Sofia agreed that people’s tastes are changing and 
keeping up with changing taste and demand is a constant 
challenge.  “The demand today is for less oil and spice; I like 
to innovate and keep up with new trends and experiment,” 
she added.

The food industry has become a multi-billion dollar 
industry and the demand for new, innovative, creative and 
healthy recipes is become the order of the day. Chefs like 
Sofia are playing their part in ensuring that the interest 
in food continues and her mission to popularize Mexican 
cuisine is already making inroads.

This is the most representative  soup of mexican 
gastronomy, it has traditional  flavors and 

textures  of the chile, tomato, avocado,  coriander  
and  corn tortillas.

(6 persons)

3 Garlic cloves
½ Onion cut into cubes
3 Tomatoes
6 cups of Chicken stock
1 tsp of vegetable oilOil
½ cup of coriander 
Salt and Pepper
 3 cups of Fried  corn Tortillas cut  in julienne
Chile pasilla, Fried and crushed *any dry chile 
2 Avocados   into Little cubes
16- gr. of fresh cheese cut into cubes
½ cup of  sour Cream
Lemons to serve

Roast the garlic cloves, onion and tomatoes, in a pan.
Peel the tomatoes and grind them with the garlic, 
onion,. 
Add chiken stock. 
Heat the oil into a pan and fried the tomatoe sauce. 
Until it is reduced.
Pour in the rest of the chicken stock and the coriander 
, let it boil .
Add salt and pepper to taste.
Cut the dry chili  into rings and fried very quickly, 
reserve
Serve the soup very hot, witn avocado cubes, fresh 
cheese, a spoon of  cream and fried tortillas.
 Add some crush chili and  some lemon  juice.

CORN TORTILLA SOUP

Mexican cuisine 
gaining global popularity

Sofia Rangel is a young, energetic and passionate chef; this is immediately noticeable on just the 
first encounter.  Visiting Kuwait for the first time last month, Sofia introduced authentic Mexican 

cuisine to the large gathering of invitees at the Mexican National Day reception.
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The Embassy of the Republic of Korea 
hosted an official reception on 9 

October  to celebrate the  anniversary 
of National Foundation Day and Armed 
Forces Day at Al-Jumeriah Hotel, 
Kuwait. Chief guests on the occasion 
were the Minister of Social Affairs and 
Labor & State Minister for Development 
Affairs & Planning Hind Al-Sabeeh and 

Minister of State for Housing Affairs 
Yasir Abul.

Also in attendance were Kuwait’s 
Chief of Army Staff and Director of 
Training at the Directorate of Operations 
and Planning in the Ministry of Defense 
Brigadier Meshal Abdullah Meshal along 
with Government officials, members of 
the diplomatic corps, special invitees, 

members of the Korean community in 
Kuwait and media personnel.

The Korean Ambassador H.E. Yoo 
Yeonchul in his address to the gathering 
reiterated the special ties Korea holds 
with Kuwait particularly in the political 
and economic fields. He announced 
that a Korean health center would soon 
be opened in Kuwait 

LOCAL

South Korean Embassy hosts reception 
on National Foundation Day

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

The Gym Team Zumba class 
on Friday will feature male 

trainers on stage. Dancers and 
choreographers of Vilma Santos, best 
known for her movie screen title, ‘Star 
for All Seasons’ will hit the stage.

Louie Tepace and Robert Serrano, 
currently employed at the Oxygen 
Gym in Kuwait, have been dancing for 
Santos both on screen and live. 

In addition to this, fitness trainer 
Ricky Laxa of Radisson Blu Hotel and 

Colombian Zumba trainer Alexander 
Romero of Viking Club will provide an 
hour and half of Zumba training.

Last Friday, Donanly Ilagan, current 
Philippines beauty title holder in 
Kuwait and personal trainer at Steam 
Gym, Sofie Omar of Boxhill College 
Gym and Ga See Marie of Stretch Gym 
delivered an impressive line-up of 
routines due to popular demand. 

The Gym team will also hold a 
‘Haloween morning’ workout session 
on 28 October where the participants 
will be asked to come dressed in for 
the occasion. 

One of the highlights of The Gym 
Team’s events is its participation in 
the Viking Club’s Fun Run, scheduled 
for 22 October and Back to the 90’s – 
A dance for Honeylet, a fitness dance 
event for the benefit of a one year old 
down syndrome girl with congenital 
heart and in need of money for 
surgery.

Several Filipino organizations have 
also been invited to participate in 
the event for donating used clothes 
and toys for children, to be held on 
4 November. The Gym Team is under 
the patronage of Ida Pellaud.

‘Star for All Seasons’ dancers and choreographers to hit Gym Team stage
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TVS Hyder Group organizes
seminar on 'Education Guide to Life'

Smart Indian school held its 
inauguration ceremony on 6 

October. Eminent personalities including 
Ambassador of India to Kuwait, H. E. 
Sunil Jain and senior scientist from 
CSIR, Government of India, Dr. N. 
Gopalakrishnan attended the event.

The event commenced with the 
recitation of the Holy Quran, followed 
by invocation dance and a musical 
rendition by the teachers of Indian 
Educational School.

Principal of IES, Mr. Premkumar 
introduced Mahesh Iyer, Principal of 
Smart Indian School, and welcomed 
all the dignitaries. He strengthened 
on the importance of listening to 
children and highlighted the role of 
parents in their upbringing.

H. E. Sunil Jain, highly appreciated 
the Chairman of Bhavans Middle East, 
N.K Ramachandran Menon for setting 
up another landmark in the history of 

Bhavans. He expressed his confidence 
that SIS will reach great heights under 
the leadership of Mr. Iyer.The guest 
of honor, Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan, 

gave an eye opening discourse of 
leading a meaningful and positive 
life. He stressed on the importance 
of imparting values of empathy in 

our children and to lead a useful life. 
Vice Principal of SIS, Marie Christiane 
delivered the vote of thanks followed 
by the Indian National Anthem.

Smart Indian School holds inauguration ceremony

TVS Hyder group organized a 
seminar on ‘Education Guide to 

Life’ on 7 October at 5 pm at Dasma 
Teachers Society Hall in Kuwait City. 
The main agenda of the seminar 
was to create awareness about the 
importance of providing education.

TVS Hyder Group Chairman 
Dr. S. M. Hyder Ali presided over 
the function. He highlighted the 
importance of education and insisted 
on providing the same.

CMN Saleem, founder of 

Tamilnadu Education Movement, 
editor of the Islamic Magazine 
‘Samooga Neethi Murasu’, founder of 
the Annai Khadeeja Islamic College 
for Women, coordinator of ‘Annai 
Ayisha Islamic College for Women 
– Perambalur’, was the guest of the 
event. In his address, Mr. Saleem 
emphasized on the importance of 
education, especially law studies. 

The function was organized by TVS 
Hyder Group, Haja, Abdul Raheem, 
Sahubar Ali, Abbas and Amanulla.

REDTAG, the region’s favourite 
home grown value fashion 

and homewear brand has recently 
launched its winter collection.

The women’s collection ranges 
from suede waistcoats and oversized 
knit cardigans to classic belted 
trench coats. REDTAG also has 
abundance of accessories reflecting 
the trend on international catwalks 
of models strutting the runway 
with arms of bangles and long, 
layered necklaces. For quiet nights 
in this winter, fur lined pyjamas from 
REDTAG’s nightwear collection are 
also available. For those who prefer 
lighter night-time wear, mix and 
match from the coordinating pyjama 
shorts and lightweight cotton tees.

In menswear, Athleisure at 
REDTAG offers absolute comfort 
and style for the fashion-conscious 
men. Luxury sweatpants, suede 
sports jackets and oversized hoodies 
make it easy to be relaxed and 
comfortable, no matter what you are 
doing. Pair a lightweight navy gilet 
over a classic check shirt and cuffed 

denim jeans for a sporty but stylish 
look.In the childrenswear section, 
the girls’ winter collection features 
casual knit leggings and cute jumper 
dresses for a day time look with fur 
trimmed cardigans and dainty little 
dresses for evening glamour. 

Little boys stay snug and cosy in a 
traditional Fair Isle Knit jumper with 

classic jeans or for a more modern 
version, REDTAG has their check 
sweatshirt featuring contrasting 
sleeves. Top the look off with a 
warm Puffa jacket and bobble-
topped beanie for maximum winter 
cuteness overload.

The winter collection is now 
available across all REDTAG. 

REDTAG unveils its special winter collection
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The English School Fahaheel recently held 
the Macmillan’s Coffee Morning event for 

their staff. The event was organized with the 
help of the sixth form 
students. 

The World’s Biggest 
Coffee Morning is 
Macmillan’s biggest 
fundraising event for 
people facing cancer. 

Last year alone 
Macmillan's raised £25 
million and this year 
they are aiming for 

more. As part of its annual efforts in helping 
charities, ESF hopes it can make a difference in 
assisting those in need.

ESF holds Macmillan's 
Coffee morning

The Indian Community 
School Kuwait, Senior, 

conducted an interactive 
session with a former student, 
who is now serving as a 
lieutenant in the Indian Army. 

The programme took place 
in the school auditorium on 10 
August at 11:30am. It provided 
a rare opportunity for the 
students to gain an insight into 
the work and life of officers of 

the Indian military service. 
Principal and senior 

administrator Dr. V. Binumon 
welcomed the chief guest 
and introduced him to the 
gathering. In the interactive 
session, Lt. Mathews shared 
his personal experiences 
that not only inspired the 
students but also stirred their 
patriotism. 

The students were 
highly enthusiastic and even 
expressed their desire to 
become part of the Indian 
Army. 

Lt. Mathews also presented 
a video which showed the 
adventurous life of soldiers. 

ICSK students interact with
ex-student lieutenant Aron Mathews

Siemens has 
appointed Herbert 

Klausner (53) as Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of 
the company’s operations 
in Kuwait, effective from 1 
October. 

Klausner joins the 
regional management 
team from the Power and Gas 
Division at Siemens AG in Germany, 
where he headed Large Gas Turbine 
Berlin Operations. His career at 
Siemens spans 34 years, including 
positions in Kuwait, Indonesia, 
Austria and Germany. 

“We are pleased to welcome 
Herbert Klausner to the regional 

management team. 
Having worked in Kuwait 
previously, his knowledge of 
the market and customers’ 
needs are invaluable. We 
look forward to continuing 
our growth story in 
Kuwait under Herbert’s 
leadership,” said Dietmar 

Siersdorfer, CEO of Siemens Middle 
East and UAE. Klausner’s current 
post marks a return after eight 
years to Kuwait, where he held 
the position of Group Manager for 
Power Generation, Transmission and 
Distribution, Automation & Drives, 
Industry Solutions, and Siemens 
Building Technologies.

Siemens appoints Herbert Klausner 
CEO of Kuwait operations

Porsche Centre Kuwait, Behbehani 
Motors Company, has announced 

the arrival of the new, stronger and 
sportier 718 Cayman and 718 Cayman 
S with an exclusive launch event at 
the contemporary Kuwaiti fine-dining 
destination Dar Hamad.

The entirely redeveloped 
mid-engined sport coupé was 
showcased to existing customers 
and enthusiasts at the event. The 
new 718 Cayman boasts more power, 
increased torque, a higher top speed 
and a stylish redesign and follows 
the traditional four-cylinder, mid-
engine approach implemented in 
Porsche’s infamous 718 race cars of 
the 1950s and 1960s. 

Commenting on the arrival of the 
new 718 Cayman, Roger Kyriacou, 
General Manager of Porsche Centre 
Kuwait, said: “The new 718 Cayman 
carries forward a history which is 

rare in the automotive industry. 
With such a vast redevelopment, 
the car has been elevated to another 
level in terms of power, performance 
and design.”

Porsche Centre Kuwait celebrates 
arrival of the new 718 Cayman

In an attempt to reduce the 
number of expats in Kuwait, 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior Sheikh Mohammed 
Al-Khalid Al-Sabah has issued a 
ministerial decision to amend some 
provisions of the expatriate residence 
law and has raised the minimum 
salary of applicants for family visas 
family from KD 250 to KD 450.

Item one of the decision states 
that an expatriate who wishes to 
bring his family to Kuwait should 
have a minimum salary of KD 450. 
The applicant must also be working 
in the same profession as registered 
on his residence. However, for those 
who are already in the country under 
family visa and those who were born 

in Kuwait can be exempted only by 
the Director General of Residence 
Affairs.

Item 2 states that 14 categories 
would be exempted from the KD 
450 minimum salary condition. 
They are: advisors, judges, public 
prosecution staff, legal experts and 
researchers in the public sector; 
doctors and pharmacists; professors 
at universities, colleges and higher 
institutes; public school principals 
and vice-principals, education 
supervisors, teachers, social advisors 
and laboratory assistants in the 
public sector; academic, financial and 
economic consultants; engineers; 
imams, preachers, muezzins 
and Quran teachers; librarians 

in government establishments 
and private universities; health 
ministry staff including nurses, 
paramedics, technicians and social 

service workers; social workers and 
psychologists in the public sector; 
journalists, media staff and reporters; 
coaches and players affiliated with 

sports associations and clubs; 
pilots and flight attendants; and 
washers and buriers of dead bodies. 
According to the Director General of 
Public Relations and Security Media 
Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash, the new 
decision will not be implemented 
retroactively.

This means that those who are 
currently present in the country 
with salary less than KD 450 will 
be exempted and the residence of 
people under their sponsorship 
will be renewed. He further noted 
that those presently in the country 
and working in professions other 
than their discipline can be issued 
family visa based on exemptions and 
decisions from authorities.

Kuwait raises minimum salary for family visas
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The JW Marriott Kuwait, 
Courtyard by Marriott Kuwait, 

Residence Inn by Marriott Kuwait 
and the prestigious Arraya Ballroom 
held ‘Together we’re better’ event 
on 9 October at Arraya Ballroom 
to celebrate Marriott and Starwood 
merger. 

The event was attended by 
more than 200 associates from 
the different Marriott properties 
in Kuwait. The event commenced 
with a speech by the Cluster General 
Manager of Kuwait Marriott Hotels, 
George Aoun, in which he explained 
the details related to the merger 
and what it means for both guests 
and associates. After that, all the 
attendees enjoyed a delicious cake 
which was tailored to fit the theme 
of the celebration.

The acquisition of Starwood 
makes Marriott International the 
world’s largest and best hotel 
company. Marriott now offers the 

most comprehensive portfolio of 
brands including leading lifestyle 
brands, a significant global footprint, 
and leadership in the luxury and 
select-service tiers as well as the 
convention and resort segment. 

In addition, the company now 
has best-in-Class Loyalty Programs. 
Marriott Rewards – which includes 
the Ritz-Carlton Rewards – and SPG 
are the most recognized and awarded 
loyalty programs in hospitality. 
Together, these programs will offer 
members more benefits when they 
link their accounts, as well as new 
destinations for SPG and The Ritz-
Carlton Rewards members.

“We are happy to join thousands 
of Marriott associates around the 
world to celebrate this historic 
milestone. The company now 
offers the best brands, best loyalty 
programs, and best opportunities 
for guests and associates, said 
George Aoun.

Marriott Hotels in Kuwait celebrate
Marriott and Starwood merger

Turkish Naval Corvette TCG büyükada (F-512) 
will be arriving in Kuwait on 17 October for a 

three-day port visit. The visit is aimed at further 
strengthening bilateral ties and cooperation 
between Turkey and Kuwait. Both countries have 
traditionally enjoyed close, friendly relations which 
cover a broad spectrum.

TCG büyükada is designed, developed and built 
by Turkish engineers at Tuzla (Istanbul) Naval 
Shipyard as part of MILGEM Project and laid down 
on 22 January 2008, launched on 27 September 2013.

It is a guided missile corvette which is powered 
by two Diesel and one LM-2500 Gas Tribunes. Its 
tonnage is 2400 tone.

TCG büyükada’s weapons system include: 
1x76 mm OtoMelara Super Rapid Gun, 2x12, 7mm 

Aselsan STAMP, 8-Harpoon surface to surface 
missile system, 21xRAM (PDMS) surface to air 
missile, 2x324mm MK-32 and MK 46 Torpedoes, 6x 
DSH Anti-sub rockets, as well as electronic warfare 
systems. 

TCG büyükada also has S70B- Skyhawk 
Helicopter abroad. The ship is commanded by 
Commander Berke Uraz, and manned by 20 
commissioned officers, 69 petty officers and 37 
seamen. This is the second goodwill visit of TCG 
büyükada to Kuwait. The first was on 17 March 2015 
to participate in ‘Eagle Resolve – 2015’ International 
Naval Exercise.

TCG büyükada can be visited on the Shuwaikh 
Port No B-6, on 17 and 18 October, between 2pm to 
5pm and on 19 October between 10am to 12pm.

Turkish Naval Corvette 'TCG büyükada (F-512)' to visit Kuwait

The koolest programme has 
kicked-off at the exciting kid-sized 

metropolis KidZania. Children can now 
enjoy Beebop’s World Circus and fun 
acrobatic, live street performances, 
illusion tricks and exciting sumo suit 
challenges until 5 November. 

The programme aims to encourage 
children to use their creativity, 
imagination and develop their artistic 
skills as important tools for fun-
integrated learning. 

Fernando Medroa, Vice President 
of Leisure and Entertainment at 
M.H. Alshaya Co. said: “Introducing 
this program comes in line with our 
vision to provide children with the 
best learning experience by using fun, 
creative and out-of-the-box ways. The 
idea is to help children understand 

how imagination and creativity are two 
essential tools that can urge them to 
explore, experience and learn about 
new things around them.”  

Throughout the month, children 

can maximize their circus fun by using 
their Circus Pass to enjoy free goodies 
including face painting, slushies and 
exclusive access to the circus and 
illusion workshops. 

KidZania hosts Beebop’s World Circus

Nakare Satishchandra 
Shetty, entrepreneur and 

social worker was honored 
with H.F.F (Humanity First 
Foundation) award at the 
fourth H.F.F. festival, held in the 
auditorium of Cidco exhibition 
center, Navi Mumbai, on 25 
September.

Mr. Shetty is currently the 
Managing Director of Oriental 
International General Trading 
& Cont. Co in Kuwait. He is 
also running a successful business in the 
name of Oriental Restaurant and Oriental 
Confectionary, along with Salmiya Playschool 
and China Village Takeout.  Over time he 

has extended a helping hand 
towards various social causes 
with the help of different 
associations. He is also involved 
in donating funds to schools in 
India and other Philanthropic 
activities in Kuwait and India. 

Humanity First Foundation 
is a non-profit organization 
based in Navi Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. Their major focus 
is on promoting social welfare 
through activities such as blood 

donation camps, donating to orphanages, 
free health checkups and more. They attempt 
to provide support to the underprivileged 
section of the society with dignity.

N. Satishchandra Shetty honored at fourth H.F.F. Festival
United Arab Emirates flag carrier Etihad 

Airways has increased links to Africa with 
the signing of a codeshare agreement with South 
African low-cost carrier (LCC) kulula.

The codeshare, effective from 30 October will 
see Etihad placing its EY code on flights to several 
kulula services from Johannesburg to the South 
African cities of Cape Town, Durban, George and 
East London. Etihad operates into Johannesburg 
from its Abu Dhabi hub. The new agreement will 
allow passengers to check in at Abu Dhabi for 
South African destinations via Johannesburg and 
for baggage to be transferred to connecting flights.
The codeshare will bring the number of African 
destinations to 23 through its existing codeshare 
partnerships with Kenya Airways, Royal Air Maroc, 
and strategic equity partner Air Seychelles.

Gulf carriers such as Etihad, Emirates and Qatar 
Airways, as well as Turkish Airlines, have been 

ramping up their penetration of African routes 
in recent years, and several African flag carriers 
have seen traffic start to drain away to the Middle 
East hubs. “Kulula is an innovative and award-
winning airline and this new codeshare agreement 
demonstrates Etihad Airways’ growing ambitions 
to strengthen our operations across Africa,” Etihad 
CEO Peter Baumgartner said.

“Through the agreement, kulula will 
give inbound passengers direct access from 
Johannesburg to four key destinations along South 
Africa’s renowned coastline, and I am certain the 
extended reach offered through this partnership 
will appeal to business and leisure travelers alike.”

Erik Venter, CEO of kulula’s parent company, 
Comair, welcomed the addition of Etihad to the 
LCC’s growing list of strategic airline partnerships 
and said it would be seeking “additional 
opportunities to expand on the relationship.”

Etihad Airways strengthens African connections
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The Australian Business Group in 
Kuwait organized a networking 

event followed by a lecture by Dr. 
Usameh Jamali, Advisor to the Chairman 
at the Australian College Kuwait on 
‘Middle East Issues: Palestine, Iraq & 
Oil’ at the Australian ambassador’s 
Residence.  

Over 80 business leaders from 
various companies in Kuwait attended 
and engaged in key issues and business 
affecting them across the region.

The Australian Business Group was 
founded in 2009 with the support of 
the Australian Embassy in Kuwait and 
its commercial arm, AusTrade. It aims at 
promoting trade and other relationships 

between Australia and Kuwait through 
providing a networking forum for 
members to develop their business 
activities.

The group annually hosts up to a 
dozen business or social events, with 
an emphasis on fostering networking 
opportunities for business leaders in the 
community, while embracing Australian 
culture and lifestyle. 

The group is made up of a host of 
nationalities, a majority of whom are 
either Australians working for Australian 
businesses here in the Gulf, or have a 
personal association with Australia. 

It currently has sixty members, 
including ten corporate members.

Australian Business Group 
organizes networking event

A.R. Albisher and Z.A. Alkazemi, 
the Authorised General 

Distributor of Mercedes-Benz in 
Kuwait welcomed His Excellency 
Karlfried Bergner, the newly appointed 
Ambassador for the German Embassy 
in Kuwait, to their Shuwaikh facilities.

The tour provided the opportunity 
to discover how one of Germany’s 
most renowned luxury brands – 
Mercedes-Benz – is represented in 
Kuwait and to explore the extensive 
range of Mercedes-Benz vehicles 
available. 

A.R. Albisher and Z. Alkazemi 
welcomes German Ambassador

Taiwan celebrates 105th anniversary of ‘Double-Tenth Day’

Taipei Commercial 
Representative Office 

Chief in Kuwait Timothy 
Hsiang, held a reception on 
9 October at the J W Marriot 
Hotel to celebrate the 105th 
National Day or ‘Double-Tenth 

Day’ of the Republic of China.
The day commemorates 

the start of the Wuchang 
Uprising of 10 October, 1911, 
which led to the collapse of 
the Qing Dynasty in China and 
establishment of the Republic 

of China on 1 January, 1912.
The reception was attended 

by a sizeable gathering of 
special invitees, students of 
the Taiwanese community 
studying at Kuwait University 
and members of the media.
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A business delegation 
from Gujarat led by IAS, 

Principal Secretary to the 
Government of Gujarat and 
Managing Director, Gujarat 
Narmada Valley Fertilizers & 
Chemicals Ltd. (GNFC), Dr Rajiv 
Kumar Gupta, visited Kuwait 
from 9 to 10 October. 

The delegation comprised 
of representatives from 
Reliance Industries Ltd., Adani 
Ports and SEZ Ltd (Adani 
Group), GNFC, Kiri Industries 
Ltd., Dasaldhan Chemicals Pvt. 
Ltd., Thana Acid & Chemical 
Co., Dineshchandra R. Agrawal 
Infracon Pvt. Ltd., Federation of 
Indian Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (FICCI), Invest 
India and KPMG in India. On 9 
October, the delegation held 
meetings with Undersecretary 
in the Ministry of Commerce 
& Industry, H.E. Khaled Al-
Shamali,; CEOs of Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation, KOC, 
KNPC, PIC, KPI and Kuwait 
Foreign Petroleum Exploration 
Company.  

On the same evening, KPMG, 
Kuwait organized a networking 
event for the delegation 

with the participation of the 
members of Indian Business 
and Professional Council, 
Kuwait wherein an MOU for 
cooperation in promotion and 
development of economic and 
commercial exchange between 
the Government of Gujarat and 
IBPC, Kuwait was signed.  

On 10 October, the 
delegation met Director 
General of the Kuwait Ports 
Authority, H.E. Sheikh Yousef 
Abdullah Sabah Al-Nasser 
Al-Sabah. The Embassy in 
association with KCCI organized 
a Business-to-Business (B2B) 
meeting at the KCCI, wherein 
the KCCI delegation was led by 

H.E. Dirrar Yusuf Al-Ghanim, 
Board Member. 

The visiting delegation 
highlighted the advantages of 
investing and doing business in 
Gujarat during their meetings 
in Kuwait.  It also provided an 
opportunity to the members of 
the delegation to explore trade 
and investment opportunities 
in Kuwait.

During their meetings, the 
Gujarat Delegation extended 
invitation to the Kuwaiti 
dignitaries to participate at 
the ‘Vibrant Gujarat Global 
Summit 2017’, to be held in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat from 10 
to 13 January 2017.

Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit delegation visits Kuwait

Continued from Page 1

as it materializes the vision of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, to bring about an evolution in education 
so as to help the new generation acquire new 
skills and knowledge in sciences so as to achieve 
the country's comprehensive development. 

"The ministry entered the second phase 
of the program, which is titled ‘Technical 
cooperation program to improve education at 
schools’”, the minister said.

He further noted that the second phase of 
the program is already being implemented, 
with new curricula, modern teaching methods 
and training courses being provided to teachers 

at primary schools. He expected that the 
strategic partnership with WB would further 
contribute to developing the curricula and 
provide training for teachers on how to acquire 
new effective skills. 

This is especially important in view of the 
fact that education faces some problems like 
increasing number of students at the same 
grade, little experiences of teachers, external 
influences on students and others.

The Ministry of Education and WB started 
cooperation in 2003. Kuwait benefited from 
the bank's experiences pertaining to the first 
program of developing education in 2004, 
while the second one began in 2015 and will run 
until in 2019. 

Intended education reforms aim to 
equip students with modern skills

Continued from Page 1

which is expected to raise Kuwait’s 
refining capacity to 1.4 million bpd. A new 
petrochemical complex and Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) import terminal associated with 
Al-Zour Refinery will also come under the 
mandate of KIPIC. Speaking about the new 
company, the Deputy CEO of Mina Al-Ahmadi 
Refinery Ahmed Al-Jeemaz said that 40 
percent of production from Al-Zour Refinery 

will be devoted to low-sulfur to fuel power 
stations in the country.

The new company is likely to be listed 
on the Kuwait Stock Exchange with around 
50 percent of the new company is likely to 
be offered as shares to citizens. Acting oil 
minister Anas al-Saleh had said in July that the 
government planned to sell minority stakes 
in a number of state-owned subsidiaries over 
the next four years, but that this would not 
include upstream operator Kuwait Oil Co.

Kuwait to set up new oil company

Firemen battled raging fires that broke out on 
Saturday at three warehouses in Shuwaikh 

Industrial area. The three warehouses, which 
were storing electrical, electronic and wedding 
accessories, were engulfed by a fire which broke 
out about mid-day. 

Firemen from Shuwiakh, who immediately 

responded to the emergency situation, arrived 
on the scene and began isolating the fire so as 
to stop it from spreading to nearby warehouses. 
The fire which engulfed a 4,000 square meter 
area was eventually extinguished but not before 
it had totally gutted the three premises. There 
were no reports of any injuries.

Three warehouses in Shuwaikh gutted by flames

A member of the Municipal Council and 
Chairman of Farwaniya Governorate 

Committee Nayef Al-Sour affirmed that Kuwaiti 
women married to non - Kuwaitis are suffering 
from discrimination in terms of laws relating to 
them. He called for an end to such discrimination 
by amending the relevant laws and regulations.

In a press statement, Al-Sour pointed out that 

these women lived in rented apartments and 
their salaries are insufficient in covering their cost 
of living. 

He further revealed that most of them are not 
working and their husbands have passed away, 
stressing that he wonders where the justice and 
good living is, which was guaranteed to these 
women by the Kuwait Constitution.

Kuwaiti women married to 
expats face discrimination

The Indian Embassy Auditorium was 
the venue for the third Dinkar Poetry 

Competition held on 14 October. Organized by 
Maurya Kala Parisar in association with Indian 
Embassy, the event witnessed participation by 
a large gathering of students their parents and 
teachers. 

The Deputy Chief of Mission at the Indian 
Embassy Shubashis Goldar, who presided over 
the prize distribution ceremony, felicitated the 
winners and lauded the new initiative by the 
embassy to provide a Certificate of Excellence 
to one student from each of the Indian Schools 
in Kuwait for academic excellence in Hindi. He 
also praised the efforts by Maurya Kala Parisar 
in holding the Dinkar Poetry Awards. He said 
that he was especially pleased to observe 
that so many students participated in the Self 
Written Poetry category. 

Amatulla Tapiya of SIMS received the 
1st Prize in Self Written Poetry Category A 
Mohammad Mehdi of Indian Central School 
and Hadiya Khan of Salmiya Indian Model 
School received 2nd and 3rd Prize respectively in 
Category A. In the recitation category for Class 
VI to VIII (Category B) Batul Rokadiya of SIMS, 
Sanskar Mishra of Indian Community School 

Jr. and Iqra Qureshi of Integrated Indian School 
received 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes respectively. 

In recitation category for Class IX to XI 
Category C, Karniya of Integrated Indian 
School, Ummal of Indian Learners Own 
Academy and Ayisha Wafiath of ICSK Khaitan 
received the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes. 

Certificate of excellence for Academic 
excellence in Hindi were awarded to the 
following students: Sakshi Sreenivasan (ILOA), 
Vishakha Jayram (IEA), Tanu Prasad (IIS), 
Mohammed Mishal (ICSK-Khaitan), Habeeb 
Talha Shahan (ICSK-Senior), Tanya Christine 
Suares(ICSK-Amman), Jonah Jeejo (Integrated 
IS), Yashica  Sharma (KIS), Qunoot Khaleeq 
(SIMS), Pabitra Bansal (FAIPS), Ilyas Husain Ali 
Saifuddin (CS), Sweeney Mathias (IPS) Asma 
Khanam Patan (IES), Sudharsan Rathnakumar 
(ICS). The competition was judged by noted 
litterateur Umesh Sharma, Nasim Zahid, 
Ibrahim Sang-e-Raja, Dr. Navneet Gandhi, 
Aamir Diwan, Kamal Ansari, Qamar Minto, 
Saeed Nazar, and Uday Prakash.  Mamuna Ali 
Choglay and Shabih Ahmad joined the above 
poets in a wholesome and much appreciated 
Mushaira anchored by Afroz Alam, which was 
the closing event of the day. 

Third Dinkar Poetry Competition
celebrates Hindi poetry
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Thailand’s King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej, the world’s 

longest reigning monarch, 
died aged 88 on Thursday, 13 
October at his hospital bed in 
Bangkok. A statement from 
the royal household bureau 
said the monarch “passed away 
peacefully.” The royal body was 
taken from hospital to the palace 
on Friday afternoon.

Prime Minister of Thailand 
Prayuth Chan-ocha, appeared 
on domestic television channels 
minutes after the announcement 
to say that the nation would 
observe a year-long mourning 
period. The prime minister 
added that Crown Prince Maha 
Vajiralongkorn would ascend 
the throne following a mourning 
period.

King Bhumibol’s death ends 
seven decades on the throne of 
a monarch who was seen as a 

unifying figure and a source of 
stability in Thailand, a country 
that has weathered more than 
a dozen military coups since the 
king ascended to the throne at 
the age of 18 in 1946.  Though King 
Bhumibol had been absent from 
public life for years, his presence in 
the background has been a uniting 
influence in the country’s frequent 
political maelstrom. His death 
throws a politically tempestuous 
Thailand into a storm of 
uncertainty that is unprecedented 
in its modern history.

Many of his subjects regarded 
the king as close to divine and 
reverence to the monarch is an 
inviolable aspect of life in Thailand 
with a strict lèse-majesté law. 
His image is displayed in shops, 
restaurants and homes and his 
death leaves a genuine void in the 
hearts and minds of people across 
the country.

Thailand mourns the passing away of 

King Bhumibol Adulyadej

Sheraton Hotels & Resorts 
announced today the reopening 

of Sheraton Oman following a 
transformative renovation of its 
guestrooms, public spaces and food 
and beverage offerings. Owned by the 
Al Hashar Group in association with 
Twenty14 Holdings, the 230-room hotel 
has been a landmark in Muscat for over 
three decades ensuring guests can 
experience more in the heart of the city.  

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Chairman of Al Hashar Group Sheikh Al 
Muhannad Al Hashar, said, “Sheraton 
Oman, the tallest building in the 
country, has played a key role in shaping 
the hospitality sector in Oman since it 
first started business in 1985. The hotel 
interior has been completely redesigned, 
leaving the exterior shell as it is. With 
this magnificent transformation, the 
hotel is well positioned not only to be a 
leader in the sector but also to support 
the efforts of the Ministry of Tourism 
in promoting the country’s tourism 
potential at the international level.”

Adding to this, the Chairman of 
LuLu Group International, the owner 
of Twenty14 Holdings, M.A. Yusuffali 
stated: “We are delighted to partner 
with Al Hashar Group in re-launching 
this iconic and landmark property in 
Muscat, one of the most vibrant cities 
of the region. Sultanate has always been 
and will be a vibrant country for tourism 
and MICE and I am sure, the re-opening 
of Sheraton Muscat will give further 
boost this sector.”

“The Sheraton Oman is one of the 
most iconic hotels in Oman and it gives 
us great pleasure to open the property 
to travelers and members of the local 
community. We are delighted to further 
strengthen our portfolio in the region 
with this new landmark property,” said 
Adeeb Ahamed, Managing Director, 
Twenty14 Holdings.

Sheraton Oman features 230 
modern and spacious rooms, including 
27 suites with panoramic views of the 
Al Hajar mountain range. Showcasing 
interiors with distinctive touches of 

Omani culture, all rooms are outfitted 
with the Sheraton brand’s signature 
amenities and services, including the 
Sheraton Signature Sleep Experience. 

The hotel also features a range of 
leisure facilities such as the state-of-
the-art Sheraton Fitness & Spa with 
Technogym equipment, with a separate 
gym for ladies.   

For business travellers, the hotel 
offers nine meeting rooms, two 
boardrooms and the Oman Ballroom 
which is designed to pay tribute to the 
splendour and generosity of Omani 
hospitality. 

Sheraton Oman is poised to offer its 
guests an elevated modern experience 
nestled in its original location at the top 
of Ruwi - the financial and business hub 
of Muscat.

An ideal setting to experience 
Muscat, Sheraton Oman is half an hour 
away from Muscat International Airport 
and offers easy access to the Old Town, 
the Muttrah Souk, the Fish Market and 
the National Museum of Oman.

LuLu International and Al Hashar Group 
announce opening of renovated Sheraton Oman

Al Jalila Children’s, the UAE’s first specialized 
children’s hospital which began outpatient 

operations in August, provides a comprehensive 
schedule of outpatient clinics and support services 
covering pediatric specialties and subspecialties. 

The ultra-modern facility located in the heart 
of Dubai is equipped with state-of-the-art medical 
technology and staffed by a team of expert pediatricians 
and highly qualified pediatric nursing and paramedical 
staff. Al Jalila Children’s encompasses six dedicated 
Centers of Excellence: Heart Centre, Neurosciences 
Centre, Kidney Centre, Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Centre, Critical Care Centre and a Cancer and 
Blood Disorders Centre.  The Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Centre is unique to Al Jalila Children’s 
and is a first in the region. 

The hospital is owned and administered by the Al 
Jalila Foundation, a global philanthropic organization 
established by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister 
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Ruler of Dubai, 
to position Dubai and the UAE at the forefront of 
medical innovation. The foundation is fully funded by 
the generosity of donors. With 100 percent of funds 

donated to Al Jalila Foundation being invested into 
medical research, education and treatment in the UAE. 

Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the Al 
Jalila Foundation Dr. Raja Easa Al Gurg speaking at 
the launch of the hospital’s outpatient wing said: 
“The commencement of Al Jalila’s Outpatient Services 
is another important step to achieve His Highness 
Sheikh Mohamed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum’s, UAE Vice 
President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, vision to 
redefine pediatric healthcare in the UAE and the region. 

Malala Yousafzai, Pakistani 
activist for female 

education and the youngest 
person to receive the Nobel Peace 
Prize, will be a key speaker at the 
second ‘Investing in the Future’ 
(IIFMENA) conference, which will 
take place on 19 – 20 October in 
Sharjah, UAE. 

The second IIFMENA 
conference, being held under the 
theme, ‘Building the Resilience of Women and 
Girls in the Arab Region’, is organized by The 
Big Heart Foundation (TBHF), a Sharjah-based 
international humanitarian body dedicated to 
aiding vulnerable people worldwide, and in 
collaboration with the United Nations Entity 
for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 
Women (UN Women).

The event is being held under the patronage 
of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin 
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Member of the Supreme 
Council and Ruler of Sharjah, and his wife, 

Sheikha Jawaher Bint Mohammed 
Al Qasimi, Chairperson of TBHF and 
Chairperson of the NAMA Women 
Advancement Establishment 
(NAMA).

The IIFMENA conference is 
expected to provide a platform 
for highlighting the need to 
incorporate women and young 
girls into decision-making through 
economic empowerment, paying 

attention to their specific needs in education, 
skills-training and employment. 

The two-day forum will bring together 
government officials, representatives 
of international and non-governmental 
organisations, advocates of gender equality, 
academics and a number of experts and media 
personalities from across the world.

According to organizers, Malala Yousafzai 
was chosen as a key speaker at the event, as 
she is role model for girls and women across 
the world. 

Malala Yousafzai to be key speaker
at IIFMENA Conference in Sharjah

Specialty hospital for children opens in UAE
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Researchers behind a new report 
argue that humans have already 

achieved their maximum possible 
lifespan. The investigators believe 
that the oldest people on record have 
hit the ceiling of longevity.

Since 1900s, the human lifespan 
has steadily increased as a result of 
improved healthcare and diet. In the 
United States and other countries, 
the average lifespan has gradually 
increased from around 47years in 
1900 to around 79 years today. Since 
the 1970s, the age of the oldest 
people on earth has also risen. 
However, researchers believe that we 
have now touched the upper limits of 
maximum age.

Analyzing the Human Mortality 
Database, which collates information 
regarding mortality and population 
data from over 40 countries, 
researchers found that since 1900 
each birth year a larger fraction of 
people survived beyond the age of 
70. This pointed toward a steadily 

increasing average life expectancy. 
However, when the team 

investigated survival improvements 
for people aged 100 and above from 
the start of the previous century, 
a different picture emerged. When 
studying this older cohort, they 

saw that gains in survival peaked 
at around the age of 100 and then 
dropped rapidly - irrespective of the 
year they were born.

To further understand this 
finding, the team looked at 
maximum reported age at death 

in the International Database on 
Longevity. Specifically, they looked 
at people who reached 110 or older, 
anywhere between 1968-2006 in 
the four countries with the largest 
numbers of people reaching these 
ages, namely the US, Japan, France, 

and the UK. They found that the 
age at death for these super-
centenarians increased swiftly 
from the 1970s to the 1990s. Then, 
in the mid-90s, they plateaued. 
Researchers put the average 
maximum human lifespan at 115 
and they calculated the absolute 
maximum lifespan of a human to be 
125 years.

The researchers conclude that 
further progress against infectious 
and chronic diseases may continue 
boosting average life expectancy, 
but not maximum lifespan. While 
it is conceivable that therapeutic 
breakthroughs might extend 
human longevity beyond the limits 
calculated, such advances would 
need to overwhelm the many genetic 
variants that appear to collectively 
determine the human lifespan. They 
suggest that perhaps resources spent 
on increasing lifespan should instead 
go to lengthening the duration of old 
age spent in good health.

Humans have reached maximum lifespan

Eating oats 
can help lower 
cholesterol
Nutritionists have been 

singing praises on the health 
benefits of eating oats for more 
than 50 years. Researchers have 
long known that eating oats can 
lower cholesterol levels and thus 
reduce a person’s risk of developing 
cardiovascular disease.

Previous research on the benefits 
of eating oats had confirmed that it 
helps lower the level of harmful LDL 
cholesterol, which collects on the 
walls of blood vessels and can cause 
blockages or blood clots. 

Now, new research is revealing 
that eating oats also reduces two 
other cholesterol markers — non-
HDL cholesterol (total cholesterol 
minus the healthy HDL cholesterol) 
and apolipoprotein B, or apoB, 
which carries bad cholesterol 
through the blood — that provide an 
even more accurate assessment of 
cardiovascular risk. This was found 
to be especially true for people 
with metabolic syndrome and Type 
2 diabetes, since they typically do 
not have elevated LDL cholesterol 
levels. Researchers say that oats 
are a rich source of beta-glucan, a 
viscous soluble fiber, which seems 
to be responsible for the beneficial 
effects. The first study of its kind, 
published in 1963, found that 

substituting white bread with oat 
bread containing 140g of rolled oats 
lowered LDL cholesterol.

The new study looked at 58 
clinical trials involving almost 4,000 
people from around the world that 
assessed the effect of diets enriched 
with oat beta-glucan, compared 
with controlled diets, on LDL 
cholesterol, and, for the first time, 
on non-HDL cholesterol and apoB 
as well.

Diets enriched with about 3.5 
grams a day of beta-glucan fiber 
from oats were found to not only 
improve LDL cholesterol, but also 
non-HDL cholesterol and apoB, 
when compared to control diets.

Researchers add that since it 
could prove difficult for people 
to consume the recommended 
amount of oat fiber by eating oat 
meal alone, it is recommended that 
people increase their consumption 
of oat bran. For example, one cup 
of cooked oat bran (88 calories) 
contains the same quantity of 
beta-glucan as double the amount 
of cooked oat meal (166 calories). 
Oat bran can also be eaten as a 
cereal, used in some baked goods or 
sprinkled on other foods.

Taxing sugary drinks can lower 
consumption and reduce obesity, 

type 2 diabetes and tooth decay, says 
a new report by the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

Fiscal policies that lead to at least 
a 20 percent increase in the retail 
price of sugary drinks would result in 
proportional reductions in consumption 
of such products, according to the 
report titled Fiscal policies for Diet 
and Prevention of Non-communicable 
Diseases (NCDs). Reduced consumption 
of sugary drinks means lower intake 
of ‘free sugars’ and calories overall, 
improved nutrition, and fewer people 
suffering from overweight, obesity, 
diabetes and tooth decay.

Free sugars refer to monosaccharides 
(such as glucose, fructose) and 
disaccharides (such as sucrose or table 
sugar) added to foods and drinks by 
the manufacturer, cook or consumer, 
and sugars naturally present in honey, 
syrups, fruit juices and fruit juice 
concentrates.

“Nutritionally, people do not 
need any sugar in their diet. WHO 
recommends that if people do consume 
free sugars, they keep their intake 
below 10 percent of their total energy 
needs, and reduce it to less than 5 
percent for additional health benefits. 
This is equivalent to less than a single 
serving (at least 250 ml) of commonly 
consumed sugary drinks per day," 
says Dr. Francesco Branca, Director of 

WHO's Department of Nutrition for 
Health and Development. The WHO 
report adds that fiscal policies should 
target foods and beverages for which 
healthier alternatives are available. 
Other findings from the report include:

Subsidies for fresh fruits and 
vegetables that reduce prices by 10-30 
percent can increase fruit and vegetable 
consumption. 

Taxation of certain foods and drinks, 
particularly those high in saturated 
fats, trans fat, free sugars and/or 
salt appears promising, with existing 
evidence clearly showing that increases 
in the prices of such products reduces 
their consumption

Excise taxes, such as those used 
on tobacco products, that apply a set 
(specific) amount of tax on a given 
quantity or volume of the product, 

or particular ingredient, are likely to 
be more effective than sales or other 
taxes based on a percentage of the 
retail price; Public support for such 
tax increases could be increased if the 
revenue they generate is earmarked 
for efforts to improve health systems, 
encourage healthier diets and increase 
physical activity.

A number of countries have taken 
fiscal measures to protect people from 
unhealthy products. These include 
Mexico, which has implemented an 
excise tax on non-alcoholic beverages 
with added sugar, and Hungary, which 
has imposed a tax on packaged products 
with high sugars, salt or caffeine levels. 
Countries, such as the Philippines, 
South Africa and the United Kingdom 
have also announced intentions to 
implement taxes on sugary drinks.

World Health Organization
calls for taxing sugary drinks

Continued from Page 1

Large billboards in front of many buildings 
offering specific rents, is a clear indication of the 
inexperience of the new landlords and the plight 
they really are in, said Al-Ghanim. He added that 
many investors are also now panicking as they 
are worried that the Central Bank of Kuwait may 
in the near future impose stringent regulations 
on property credits.

Other factors leading to a subdued real 
estate market include the distribution of a large 
number of subsidized plots and homes by the 
government, and the shifting of many expatriate 
investors from realty to the business sector. Al-
Ghanim advised citizens planning to purchase 
realty plots to wait till January, when prices 
are forecast to drop further. Meanwhile, the 

National Bank of Kuwait (NBK), the country’s 
premier private bank, in its latest monthly 
assessment of the market, noted that the 
real estate market remained soft throughout 
summer. The NBK Economic report for August 
2016 shows that overall sales across all sectors 
of the realty market totaled KD1.58 billion year-
to-date (ytd), down 26 percent from the same 
period last year. August’s price performance, 
as reflected in NBK’s real estate price indices, 
continued to reflect an ongoing gradual 
correction that started in 2015, with some signs 
of slowing down. 

Sales in the residential and investment 
sectors were down about one-third from last 
year, with the residential sector continuing to 
lag both, last year’s transactions by 10 percent 
and KD sales by 12 percent. The NBK residential 

home price index registered 156.5 points in 
August, retreating by 12.8 percent y/y and was 
down 3.4 percent for the month. The NBK 
residential home price index has been trending 
downward since the beginning of 2015, when it 
peaked at 186 points in January 2015. Similarly, 
the NBK residential land price index retreated 
in August; at 182.8 points, the index is off 8.1 
percent y/y. 

In its assessment of the realty investment 
sector, NBK found that the seasonal lull in 
activity pulled the sector’s sales down to a 
5-year low. Sales for the investment sector 
totaled KD54 million, 34 percent lower 
than August of last year with smaller single 
apartments (for investment) representing 57 
percent of total transactions. The sector’s 
activity remained weak with 76 transactions, 

half the transactions recorded in August of 
last year.  The latest data published by the 
Public Authority for Civil Information (PACI) for 
June 2016 also reveals that out of the 152,170 
homes in the country, 87 percent were used for 
residential purposes whereas 12 percent of total 
homes remained vacant. The number of vacant 
homes has been steadily declining — from 25,773 
in June 2004 to 18,275 in June 2016. 

However, the current strong demand 
for limited homes and the subsequent high 
premium on residences, could both suffer 
once government distribution of subsidized 
housing plots and built-homes gathers steam. 
The government tripled its annual housing 
distributions to over 15,000 units in 2015 from 
around 5,000 the previous year. In 2016, it plans 
to distribute more than 12,000 units.

Lackluster realty sector could cause rents to fall
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Barcelona: Spain’s second city and 
the self-confident capital of Catalunya 
– Barcelona vibrates with life, and 
there is certainly not another city in 
the country to touch it for sheer style, 
looks or energy. It has long had the 
reputation of being the avant-garde 
capital of Spain, its art museums are 
world-class, its football team sublime, 
while its designer restaurants, bars, 
galleries and shops lead from the 
front. As a thriving port, prosperous 
commercial centre and buzzing 
cultural capital of three million 
people, the city is almost impossible 
to exhaust – even in a lengthy visit you 
will likely only scrape the surface.

The White Towns of Andalucía: 
Poised like dabs of white frosting atop 
the steep crags of southern Andalucía, 
the White Towns are not just beautiful, 
they speak of this region's long and 
fascinating history. West of Gibraltar, 
mountains rise straight from the sea, 
and among them hide these White 
Towns, each on its hilltop. Most 
spectacular is Arcos de la Frontera, 
whose plaza beside the Gothic church 
ends vertiginously in a 137-meter cliff, 
affording views across a valley of olive, 
orange, and almond orchards. Its maze 
of winding cobbled streets lead past 
cafes and craft shops selling ceramics 
and pottery to a Moorish castle.

City of Arts and Sciences: When Va-
lencia diverted the course of the river 
that had repeatedly flooded the city, 
it was left with a broad, flat riverbed 
spanned by bridges. It was upon this 
clean palette that the brilliant Spanish 
architect Santiago Calatrava created a 
breathtaking ensemble of structures 

that have become a magnet for afi-
cionados of contemporary architec-
ture. Not only the buildings, but the 
museums, arts venues, and aquarium 
form a series of tourist attractions 
that rank among Spain's most popular. 
Europe's largest oceanographic aquar-
ium, L'Oceanogràfic, was built in the 
shape of a water lily with buildings dedi-
cated to different aquatic environments 
from the tropics to the poles.

Plaza Mayor: The throbbing heartbeat 
of Spain's vibrant capital city, Plaza 
Mayor has played an important part 
in Madrid life since the 16th century, 
when Philip II entrusted the task of 
designing it to his favorite architect 
Juan de Herrera, builder of the 
Escorial. It has served as the stage for 
ceremonial events - the proclamation 
of a new king, the canonization of 
saints, the burning of heretics - and 
public entertainment such as chivalric 
tournaments and bullfights. The cafes 
reaching out onto its pedestrian-only 
stone pavement, and the restaurants 
shaded under its arcades are Madrid's 
living room, popular meeting places 
for Madrileños and tourists alike.

Mount Teide: The highest peak in 
Spain, this ancient but still simmering 
volcano is one of Europe's top natural 
wonders. Mount Teide and the 
Caldera de las Cañadas, a gigantic 
volcanic crater, together form 
the Teide National Park, at the center 
of the island of Tenerife. In listing 
the park in 2007, UNESCO cited its 
natural beauty and ‘its importance in 
providing evidence of the geological 
processes that underpin the evolution 
of oceanic islands.’

Costa del Sol beaches: With the 
record as Europe's sunniest place, 
and mile after mile of white sand 
lapped by gentle seas, it is no wonder 
that the Costa del Sol beaches are 
the goal of sun-starved northern 
Europeans looking for sun-and-sand 
getaways. The beaches are not Costa 
del Sol's only attraction for tourists. 

Revitalizing its hub city of Málaga has 
made this coast even more alluring to 
everyone. Yachtsmen love the smart 
marina of Puerto Banus, and avid 
golfers head west from Marbella's 
old-world charms to Nueva Andalucia, 
known as Golf Valley for its more 
than 50 courses. A few steps from 
the beach in Marbella is the old town 
of whitewashed houses and well-
preserved remains of the Moorish 
Castillo.

Alhambra: The Alhambra is Granada 
and Europe’s love letter to Moorish 
culture, a place where fountains trickle, 
leaves rustle, and ancient spirits seem 
to mysteriously linger. Part palace, 

part fort, part World Heritage site, 
part lesson in medieval architecture, 
the Alhambra has long enchanted a 
never-ending line of expectant visitors. 
As a historic monument, it is unlikely it 
will ever be surpassed.

Alcázar: Built primarily in the 1300s 
during the so-called 'dark ages' 
in Europe, the castle's intricate 
architecture is anything but dark. 
Indeed, compared to our modern-day 
shopping malls, the Alcázar marks one 
of history's architectural high points. 
A UNESCO World Heritage site since 
1987, it was originally founded as a fort 
for the Cordoban governors of Seville 
in 913. Since then it has been expanded 
or reconstructed many times. 

Mezquita: It is impossible to 
overemphasize the beauty of Córdoba’s 
great mosque, with its remarkably 
serene and spacious interior. One of 
the world's greatest works of Islamic 
architecture, the Mezquita hints, with 
all its lustrous decoration, at a refined 
age when Muslims, Jews and Christians 

lived side by side and enriched their 
city with a heady interaction of diverse, 
vibrant cultures. 

Barcelona's Sagrada Familia and 
Gaudi Sites: Antoni Gaudi took the 
architectural style known as Art 
Nouveau a step farther. The fanciful 
and outrageous buildings he created 
in Barcelona have become landmarks, 
the signature attractions of this 
Catalan city. Foremost is The Sagrada 
Família church, officially the Temple 
Expiatori de la Sagrada Família or the 
Holy Family Church of the Atonement. 
One of Europe's most unconventional 
churches, it is also unfinished, so as 
you look down from its tower you can 
see the work in progress below.

The Prado and Paseo del Artes: The 
Prado alone ranks with the world's 
top art museums for the riches of its 
collections. But add the Reina Sofia 
National Art Museum, the Thyssen-
Bornemisza Museum, and the Caixa 
Forum, all along Madrid's mile-long, 
tree-shaded boulevard, and you have 
what may be the world's highest 
concentration of priceless art treasures. 
It is no wonder this is known as El Paseo 
del Arte - Boulevard of the Arts. 

TRAVEL

SPAIN
The grandeur of a caliph's palace, sybaritic sun-drenched Mediterranean beaches, the staccato stamp of a flamenco dancer's heels, the awed hush of 
pilgrims entering the cathedral at Santiago de Compostela after weeks of walking El Camino. You can find the soul of Spain in tourist attractions such as 
these, which represent the country's tumultuous history, rich culture, and enchanting natural beauty. From the sunlight playing endlessly off the ‘scales’ 
of Gehry's Guggenheim Museum and the throbbing street life of La Rambla and Plaza Mayor to the forest of columns and Moorish arches disappearing 

into the silent expanse of Cordoba's Great Mosque, Spain exudes a vibrant energy and a captivating blend of past and present

Madrid: The Spanish capital since 
1561, Madrid celebrates itself and 
life in general around the clock. A 
vibrant crossroads, Madrid has an 
infectious appetite for art, music, 
and epicurean pleasure, and has 
turned into a cosmopolitan, modern 
urban center while fiercely preserving 
its traditions. The modern city 
spreads east into the 19th-century 
grid of the Barrio de Salamanca 
and sprawls north through the 
neighborhoods of Chamberí and 
Chamartín, but the Madrid you 
should explore thoroughly on foot 

is right in the center, in Madrid's 
oldest quarters, between the Palacio 
Real and the midtown forest, the 
Parque del Buen Retiro. Wandering 
around this conglomeration of 
residential buildings with ancient 
red-tile rooftops, punctuated by 
redbrick Mudejar churches and 
grand buildings with gray-slate roofs 
and spires left by the Habsburg 
monarchs, you are more likely to 
grasp what is probably the city's 
major highlight: the buzzing activity 
of people who are elated when they 
are outdoors.

Cuisine: One of Spain’s most famous 
dishes is Tortilla Espanola – a delicious 
‘Spanish omelet’ that is made with egg, 
potatoes, and olive oil. Many Americans 
usually eat it with ketchup or hot sauce. 

Festivals: Spain is the land of fiestas 
or festivals. The biggest festivals of 
international fame are the bull running 
of Pamplona, the fireworks of Las 
Fallas in Valencia, the mock battles 
of Moros y Cristianos in Alcoy and the 
massive Seville Fair in Seville. 
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(Al Egaila)

DIY scrubs 
   for every 
skin type
Exfoliation helps in getting rid of dead skin 

cells, dirt and grime and should be made 
an important part of your skin care regimen. 
While there are many facial scrubs available, it is 
great to use readily available ingredients for the 
job. It is important to remember that different 
skin types have different requirements and this 
should reflect in the ingredients you use for your 
home made scrub as well.

Oily skin: People with oily skin should regularly 
exfoliate to prevent breakouts and blemishes 
caused by excessive oil secretion which clogs 
your pores. However, it is also important to note 
that over exfoliating could result in excess sebum 
production which would be counterproductive.
The recipe:
• 1Tbsp Baking soda - This cleanses and 
exfoliates.  
• 1 Tbsp Lemon juice – Acts as a natural astringent
• 1Tsp Honey – Has antibacterial/antiseptic 
properties and moisturizes the skin

Dry skin: The problem with exfoliating dry 
skin is that sometimes, it could cause further 
dryness. This does not mean that you should 
skip the scrubbing. The key is to use moisturizing 
ingredients while putting together that DIY 
scrub.
The recipe:
• 1 ½ Tbsp Warm olive oil – Has anti-aging 
properties and enhances exfoliation
• 1 Tbsp Brown Sugar – Exfoliates the skin and 
helps fight bacteria 
• 1 Tbsp Honey – Hydrates/moisturizes skin

Sensitive skin: Exfoliating sensitive skin can be 
tricky because you never know how your skin will 
react. The best way to work with this skin type is 
by using ingredients that are soothing.
The recipe:
• 1 Tbsp Oats – Soothes and gently exfoliates 
skin
• 2 Tbsp Yogurt – Tightens pores and brightens 
complexion
• 1 Tsp Honey – Fights bacteria and moisturizes 

Scrub away: Once you have prepared your 
mixture, rub it into your skin with wet fingers 
for one to two minutes and rinse off with cool 
water. For best results, steam beforehand and 
moisturize afterwards.

MAX, the largest and 
most trusted value 

fashion brand in the region, has 
announced the launch of its 
latest men, women and children’s 
collection for Winter 2016.

The new collection borrows 
its theme from the fashionable 
bygone era of the 1970s, and is 
available across all MAX stores in 
Kuwait. The collection features a 
range of apparel and diverse color 

palate that epitomize the casual 
style of daytime and the classic 
sophistication of the evening. 

The range for ladies has 
adopted a relaxed look to capture 
the spirit of winter. This season 
also sees the return of the layered 
look, with longer hemlines 
and belted waistlines paying 
homage to the classic silhouette. 
Furthermore, the line between 
casual and formal attire is 
blurred, with luxury applications 
such as embellishment and 
dulled metallics adding appeal to 
daywear items.

The men’s range of smart 
casual styling reverberate the 
retro theme. The collection has 
a relaxed feel, accentuated by 
comfortable shapes and cuts that 
have continued to be a trend for 
the past couple of seasons. 

The fashion collection for 
children features fun hues of sour 
green, teals and rusted woodland 
dark hues. There is quilt detailing 
in dresses, trousers and skirts, 
suggesting a strong comeback of 
the 70s fashion era. The Winter 
2016 clothing line is now available 
in store across Kuwait. 

Centrepoint recently unveiled its 
Autumn-Winter 2016 collection, 

which features a variety of men, 
women and children’s clothes that 
will leave you looking for occasions 
to step out in style.

Splash’s silhouettes and 
textures for the season are 
reflective of the free - 
spirited gypsy-vibe of 
the 70s influenced 
by artisanal 
craftsmanship using 
spice shades of 
cinnamon, saffron 
and mustard 
blend. Midseason 
the colour palette 
becomes much richer using the 
jewel tones of deep burgundy, bright 
crimson, emerald, teal and celestial 
blue. 

Taking inspiration from the 
season’s runways, the brand’s 
women’s wear offers knitted capes, 

pleated skirts with cold shoulder 
detailing. Fringe details, eyelets and 
ruffled sleeves gives the collection a 
romantic Victorian vibe. The evening 
wear dresses form an integral part of 
the range. 

The women’s footwear 
range from Shoe Mart 
includes stylish trends 
in ‘Rag and Bone Girl’, 
‘Radical Rustic’ and ‘Royal 
Goth’. From ankle-length 
boots and high-heeled 
sandals in earth tones, 

athleisure sneakers and chunky 
platforms to complement 
rugged styling; to slip-ons, 

ballerinas, and heels in rich 
fabrics and patterns, the 

collection is vast. 
Splash’s menswear 

range is dominated 
by the fall trends of 
Bespoke Tech with 
unstructured 
blazers and 

technical joggers being the 
key pieces. 

The Grunge Core trend 
is all about the muted 
tones with torn elements, 
androgynous cardigans 
and Parkas being the core 
pieces.  For the ultimate 

masculine appeal the Minimal 
Military makes a strong comeback 
which promotes clean lines, 
understated military elements and 
boxier silhouettes.

Key pieces are Cargo Joggers, 
aviator bomber Jacket and 

slim biker pants. Shoe Mart’s 
sophisticated silhouettes 
in Blue and Brown offers 
durable and practical 
options. Perfectly tailored 

brogues, super-comfortable 
lace-ups, and high-energy 

sneakers are the highlights of the 
range.

Babyshop’s stylish range for little 
girls features diverse blend of trends. 
The winter collection is packed with 
colours, shapes, designs and patterns 
to lift spirits and beat cold chills. 

The defining winter fabrics for 
this collection feature knitwear, 
quilted, suede and faux fur that 

allows dressing up 
for winter comfort 
without leaving behind 
style. Contemporary 
dresses, trendy 
‘sportswear’ 
with fashionable 
t-shirts and jogging 
suits enhanced with 
intricate details along 

with cardigans and 
ponchos complete 
the winter feel.  

For dapper little 
boys, the collection 
features a sporty 
street style, dynamic 
yet conventional 
look combined with 
colour block and 
intense prints with fun 
patterns. Cartoon and 
Superhero characters also play a 
prominent role in this collection and 
are characterized by strong and richly 
coloured palettes. A selection of 
heavy fabrics and knitwear across jog 
pants, hoodies, sweat tops, T-shirts 
and jackets are also available.

The seasonal collections are 
available in all of Centrepoint stores 
located in Al Rai, Avenues, Hawally, 
Salmiya, Fintas, Jahra, Fahaheel, 
Sulaibhikhat, Kuwait City and 

Khaitan.

Max launches Winter 2016 
collection across all stores in Kuwait
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Project Noto, one of Google's 
most ambitious undertakings 

ever, reached a milestone last week 
with the company announcing that 
Noto now supports 800 languages 
and 100 writing scripts.

Noto is short for 'No Tofu. Outside 
the typographic world, tofu is 
something to eat — but to insiders, 
it is those annoying rectangles 
that appear on the screen when a 
computer does not have a font to 
display the characters in a document 
or on a Web page. Noto is Google’s 
answer to tofu. 

Google, alongside Monotype, one 
of the world's leading companies 
specialized in digital typesetting and 
typeface design, launched an open-

source initiative to develop a font 
family called Noto. The Noto typeface 
family, which has both serif and sans 
serif letters in up to eight weights, 
along with numbers, symbols, 
musical notations and emojis is 
capable of providing a harmonious 
look and feel to the display of nearly 
all languages in the world, even rarely 
used languages. 

All Noto fonts can be downloaded 
for free from https://www.google.
com/get/noto/.

Hundreds of researchers, 
designers, linguists, cultural experts 
and project managers around the 
world were involved with the ongoing 
process of developing Noto. New 
scripts are added to the Unicode 

Standard, which is a character coding 
system designed to support the 
worldwide interchange, processing 
and display of written texts 
representing the diverse languages. 
Essentially, the standard aims to 
establish a unique combination of 
numbers for every character in every 
written language ever written.

"The aim of the Noto project is to 
provide digital representation to all 
the scripts in the Unicode Standard," 
said Kamal Mansour, a linguistic 
typographer at Monotype. "That in 
particular is something that many 
different language communities 
could not afford to do on their own."

As happens with Google projects 
from time to time, Noto began as 

an internal project. "Our goal for 
Noto has been to create fonts for our 
devices, but we're also very interested 
in keeping information alive," said Bob 
Jung, director of internationalization 
at Google.Google believes it's really 

important to preserve even dead 
languages, he added, and "without 
the digital capability of Noto, it's 
much more difficult to preserve that 
cultural resource."

When adding languages to 
Noto, priority is given to widely 
used languages, but it's important 
to support other languages, too, 
even if no one is still speaking 
them, said Google Product 
Manager Xiangye Xiao.

"There are some characters 
you can only see on stones," she 
explained. "If you don't move them 
to the Web, over time those stones 
will become sand, and we'll never be 
able to recover those drawings or that 
writing."

New universal language font from Google

The global PC industry continued its downslide in the 
3rd quarter of 2016. According to analyst firm Gartner, 

worldwide PC shipments in the third-quarter of the year 
fell 5.7 percent to 68.9 million units. That marked the 
“eighth consecutive quarter of decline in PC shipments, 
the longest duration of decline in the history of the PC 
industry," Gartner said in a preliminary press release 
issued last week

Weak back-to-school sales and lower demand in 
emerging markets were among the reasons cited by the 
firm for the smaller shipments. But the broader issue is 
more existential than that. "The PC is not a high priority 
device for the majority of consumers, so they do not feel 
the need to upgrade their PCs as often as they used to," 
said Gartner analyst Mikako Kitagawa. "Some may never 
decide to upgrade to a PC again." 

The threat, of course, comes from smartphones, 
which have more aggressive upgrade cycles than PCs 
and have over time grown powerful enough to compete 
with desktop and laptop computers at performing less 
intensive tasks. Tablets too have become more capable 
and are increasingly becoming viable laptop replacements.

PC makers are feeling the pressure. HP, Dell, and Asus 
each had low single-digit growth, but Acer, Apple, and 
Lenovo all experienced declines, with Apple and Lenovo 
each suffering double-digit drops. Meanwhile, the rest 
of the PC market, which collectively ships more units per 
quarter than any of the big-name brands, is down more 
than 16 percent.

These results do have some bright spots. The PC makers 
that did experience year-over-year growth did so largely 
on the strength of 2-in-1 devices and strong sales in the 
US, which indicate a clear direction for the market going 
forward. There is also evidence that cheaper notebooks are 
becoming a more attractive replacement option as older 
computers get either handed down or given away. While 
the PC shipment report does not include Chromebooks, 
early indicator shows that Chromebooks exceeded PC 
shipment growth.

The PC market continues to consolidate, as the top six 
accounted for a record high 78 percent of PC shipments 

in the third quarter of 2016. Preliminary numbers show 
that Lenovo continued to be the worldwide market leader, 
with HP a close second. But Lenovo has recorded six 
consecutive quarters of year-over-year shipment declines, 
while the nearest competitors, HP  and Dell, have recorded 
shipment growth since the second quarter of 2016.

Preliminary Worldwide PC Vendor Unit Shipment 
Estimates for 3Q16 (Thousands of Units)

  3Q – 2016 3Q – 2015 3Q-
2016/2015

Brand Shipments Market 
Share (%)

Shipments Market 
Share (%)

Change

Lenovo 14,434 20.9 14,789 20.2 -2.4
HP Inc. 14,058 20.4 13,744 18.8 2.3

Dell 10,111 14.7 9,856 13.5 2.6
Asus 5,397 7.8 5,271 7.2 2.4

Apple 4,946 7.2 5,709 7.8 -13.4
Acer 4,613 6.7 5,370 7.3 -14.1

Others 15,386 22.3 18,359 25.1 -16.2
Total 68,945 100 79,098 100 -5.7

Data includes desk-based PCs, notebook PCs and ultra-
mobile premiums (such as Microsoft Surface), but not 
Chromebooks or iPads.

PC industry continues two-year downslide

Kiara Nirghin, a 16-year-
old school girl from South 

Africa, is the recipient of this year’s 
Google Science Prize. Her scientific 
innovation aimed at combating 
drought in her native South Africa 
was adjudged to be the winner of 
the Google Science Fair.

A 11-grade student at St. Martin's 
High School in Johannesburg, 
Kiara’s innovative project, titled 
‘Fighting drought with fruit’, aimed 
to combatting drought through 
retaining soil moisture by recycling 
waste peels from the orange juice 
manufacturing industry.

She used the orange peels to 
develop a cheap super-absorbent 
material to help retain water in 
soil. The innovation comes at a 
critical time when southern Africa is 
struggling from a drought brought 
about by the El Nino climatic 
condition. The young scientist 
conducted experiments that 

spanned couple of months to test 
water absorption abilities of orange 
peel, resulting soil moisture and 
growth of a plant. She finally came 
up with an ‘orange peel mixture’ that 
could absorb 76.1 percent of water, 
which was significantly greater than 
other chemical Superabsorbent 
polymers (SAP) such as acrylic SAP, 
starch SAP and pectin SAP. Also, the 
holy basil plant she grew had more 
flowers grew to a healthier height 
and had a healthier appearance that 
other plants grown in other SAP 
material.

In her submission to the Google 
Science Fair, Kaira hoped to apply her 
solution on fields in South Africa as 
a means of helping farmers to save 
money and also save their crops. The 
Google Science Fair competition is 
open to young people between the 
ages of 13 to18; Kaira who beat peers 
from around the world was awarded 
a scholarship worth $50,000. 

South African school girl 
wins Google Science Prize3Q 2016 3Q 2015






