
       18 - 24 June, 2017 www.timeskuwait.com   150 FilsIssue No 852 Established 1996

Kuwait-born film maker 
Bini Noble shines in 
Hollywood 

Defiant North Korea 
challenges UN 

Sanctions

07 03LOCAL

Projects continue despite financial constrains

INTERNATIONAL

The new security measure to 
inspect laptops at Kuwait Airport 

is not meant to scrutinize the content 
on the laptop but rather to ensure the 
electronics in the device are working 
only as intended, revealed a security 
source to The Times Kuwait.

The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) in a new directive 
last week notified that all passengers 
travelling with a laptop in their hand 
baggage from Kuwait Airport would 
have to ensure that their device was 
fully charged and ready for inspection 
by security staff.

Speculation on scrutinizing the 
content was rife after social media 
users spread rumors that content on 
the laptop was being checked. 

The United States recently 
disclosed that laptops posed a 
huge security concern with credible 
evidence that terrorists have gained 
expertise in building bombs that can 
be contained in smaller amounts of 
space. This led to a laptop ban on 
carry-on luggage on aircraft from 
select Middle-East countries to the 
United States.

As a precaution, most electronic 
devices such as mobile phone, laptops 
and cameras will be inspected to 
ensure that the devices only work for 
its intended purpose.

Passengers who fail to switch on 
the laptop on request by security 
staff will not be allowed to carry it 
onboard as hand-baggage.

Laptop inspection at Kuwait 
airport a security measure 

Kuwait’s tightened monetary position and 
its second consecutive budget deficit in 

fiscal year 2016/17, has not dampened the tempo 
of Kuwait’s infrastructure development plans. 
According to the latest economic report from the 
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK), the country leading 
private lender, Kuwait issued contracts worth 
KD1.4 billion in the first quarter of 2017. A further 
KD6.2 billion in projects are in the bidding stage 
and could be awarded in 2017. 

Though the contracts awarded in 1Q-2017 
marked a year-on-year decline of 12.5 percent and 
reflects the continued tightening of government 
finances. Kuwait’s continued compliance with 
OPEC-mandated oil production cuts is projected 
to see a drop in overall GDP by 2.4 percent in 2017. 
The six-month production cuts agreed by Kuwait 
in conjunction with other OPEC-members came 
into effect in January 2017 and were extended by 
a further nine-month period to March 2018, at 
the OPEC meeting in May. The approximately 1.8 
million barrels per day supply cut by OPEC and 
non-OPEC members is intended to deplete global 
oil stock surpluses and raise prices. 

As a result of oil production cuts, Kuwait’s 

average crude output is expected to shrink by 7-8 
percent in 2017. Accordingly oil revenues, which 
account for nearly 90 percent of the government’s 
income and nearly half of the country’s GDP, are 
once again set to fall in this fiscal year. With oil 
prices continuing to languish in the narrow US$50 
– 55 range, analysts believe Kuwait’s challenging 
economic situation is likely to remain for much of 
this year, and probably well into 2018. 

Despite these financial constrictions, the 
government has continued with its construction 
projects, especially its mega strategic 
constructions. Capital spending has increasingly 
been driving non-oil economic activity in 
recent years. And, last year’s budget deficit 
notwithstanding, capital expenditure is expected 
to exceed KD80 billion in 2017, up from around 
KD70 billion in the previous year. Expenditures 
on gross capital formation grew by 13 percent in 
2015 and could see real growth of 8-9 percent on 
average in 2017 and 2018. This could further push 
up the share of investment in the economy to 23 
percent — the highest level recorded in over 20 
years — says the NBK report.  

Continued on Page 19

Who Welcomes Most Refugees — 
not the US, not Europe 

With more people than ever 
fleeing home since World 

War Two and the world faced 
with the worst migration crisis in 
decades, the natural assumption 
would be that countries with 
the most capacity would be the 
ones stepping forward and doing 
something about the global 
refugee crisis. 

A recent survey across five continents showed 
that people mistakenly believe that wealthy Western 
countries are the ones opening their arms widest to 
welcome refugees. According to the survey conducted by 
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative (AHI), most respondents 
thought the United States, France and Germany accepted 
the largest number of refugees over the last decade.

However, Pakistan, Iran and Turkey welcomed the 
most refugees and asylum seekers over that time period 

— some 10 million people, according 
to data by the United Nations 
refugee agency (UNHCR) cited as 
part of the findings.

The United States and Germany 
took in some 3.5 million people, in 
the past decade according to AHI. 
The study cited no figure for France 
because it did not rank among the 
top 15 nations to have admitted 

refugees and asylum seekers over the last decade.
The survey of some 6,500 adults polled in 12 countries 

in February and March comes as more than 65 million 
people have been driven from their homes by war 
and poverty in the Middle East, Africa and elsewhere, 
according to UNHCR. Survey respondents lived in France, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, the United States, 
Argentina, Armenia, Iran, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Russia 
and Turkey.
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Last month, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping presided over a heavily 

orchestrated ‘Belt and Road’ forum in 
Beijing. The two-day event attracted 
29 heads of state, including Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin, and 1,200 delegates 
from over 100 countries. Xi called 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
the “project of the century.” The 65 
countries involved comprise two-
thirds of the world’s land mass and 
include some four and a half billion 
people.

Originally announced in 2013, Xi’s 
plan to integrate Eurasia through 
a trillion dollars of investment 
in infrastructure stretching from 
China to Europe, with extensions to 
Southeast Asia and East Africa, has 
been termed China’s new Marshall 
Plan as well as its bid for a grand 
strategy. Some observers also saw 
the Forum as part of Xi’s effort to fill 
the vacuum left by Donald Trump’s 
abandonment of Barack Obama’s 
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade 
agreement.

China’s ambitious initiative would 

provide badly needed highways, rail 
lines, pipelines, ports, and power 
plants in poor countries. It would also 
encourage Chinese firms to increase 
their investments in European ports 
and railways. The ‘belt’ would include 
a massive network of highways 
and rail links through Central Asia, 
and the ‘road’ refers to a series of 
maritime routes and ports between 
Asia and Europe.

Marco Polo would be proud. 
And if China chooses to use its 
surplus financial reserves to create 
infrastructure that helps poor 
countries and enhances international 
trade, it will be providing what can be 
seen as a global public good.

Of course, China’s motives are not 
purely benevolent. Reallocation of 
China’s large foreign-exchange assets 
away from low-yield US Treasury 
bonds to higher-yield infrastructure 

investment makes sense, and creates 
alternative markets for Chinese 
goods. With Chinese steel and cement 
firms suffering from overcapacity, 

Chinese construction firms will 
profit from the new investment. 
And as Chinese manufacturing 
moves to less accessible provinces, 
improved infrastructure connections 
to international markets fits China’s 
development needs.

But is the BRI more public 
relations smoke than investment 
fire? According to the Financial 
Times (FT), investment in Xi’s 
initiative declined last year, raising 
doubts about whether commercial 
enterprises are as committed as the 
government. Five trains full of cargo 
leave Chongqing for Germany every 
week, but only one full train returns.

Shipping goods overland from China 
to Europe is still twice as expensive as 
trade by sea. As the FT puts it, the BRI is 
“unfortunately less of a practical plan 
for investment than a broad political 

vision.” Moreover, there is a danger of 
debt and unpaid loans from projects 
that turn out to be economic “white 
elephants,” and security conflicts could 
bedevil projects that cross so many 
sovereign borders. India is not happy 
to see a greater Chinese presence in 
the Indian Ocean, and Russia, Turkey, 
and Iran have their own agendas in 
Central Asia.

Xi’s vision is impressive, but will it 
succeed as a grand strategy? China 
is betting on an old geopolitical 
proposition. A century ago, the 
British geopolitical theorist Halford 
Mackinder argued that whoever 
controlled the world island of Eurasia 
would control the world. American 
strategy, in contrast, has long favored 
the geopolitical insights of the 
nineteenth-century admiral Alfred 
Mahan, who emphasized sea power 

and the rimlands. At World War 
II’s end, George F. Kennan adapted 
Mahan’s approach to develop his Cold 
War strategy of containment of the 
Soviet Union, arguing that if the US 
allied with the islands of Britain and 
Japan and the peninsula of Western 
Europe at the two ends of Eurasia, the 
US could create a balance of global 
power that would be favorable to 
American interests. The Pentagon 
and State Department are still 
organized along these lines, with 
scant attention paid to Central Asia.

Much has changed in the age of 
the Internet, but geography still 
matters, despite the alleged death of 
distance. In the nineteenth century, 
much of geopolitical rivalry revolved 
around the ‘Eastern Question’ of 
who would control the area ruled 
by the crumbling Ottoman Empire. 
Infrastructure projects like the Berlin 
to Baghdad railway roused tensions 
among the Great Powers. Will 
those geopolitical struggles now be 
replaced by the ‘Eurasian Question’?

With the BRI, China is betting on 
Mackinder and Marco Polo. But the 
overland route through Central Asia 
will revive the nineteenth-century 
‘Great Game’ for influence that 
embroiled Britain and Russia, as well 
as former empires like Turkey and 
Iran. At the same time, the maritime 
‘road’ through the Indian Ocean 
accentuates China’s already fraught 
rivalry with India, with tensions 
building over Chinese ports and roads 
through Pakistan.

Continued on Page 3

Xi’s vision is impressive, but 
will it succeed as a grand 

strategy? China is betting on 
an old geopolitical proposition

Joseph S. Nye        
Professor at Harvard and author of Is 
the American Century Over? 

SPOTLIGHT

Xi Jinping’s Marco Polo Strategy
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Ambassador of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 

to Kuwait and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, His Excellency 
So Chang-sik, did not hold back on any 
issue in a recent lengthy dialogue with 
Kuwait’s Al Rai newspaper. The topics 
covered Korean nuclear weapons, the 
declared conflict with the USA and the 
threat of nuclear power, the double 
standards of the UN Security Council, 
the Palestinian cause, terrorism, the 
unification of Korea, and other thorny 
global issues. 
The ambassador also spoke about his 
country’s desire to live in peace, away 
from any provocations, praising the 
Kuwaiti policy and the wisdom of His 
Highness the Amir of Kuwait, and his 
role supporting peace and diplomatic 
solutions to all issues in the region.

Following is the dialogue: 

How do you describe North 
Korea-Gulf relations?

The relations between DPRK and 
the Gulf are very good, and we are 
cooperating with the Gulf countries 
under the banner of independence, 
friendship and peace. As you know, 
there is no embassy for the DPRK in 
the Gulf countries except Kuwait. We 
are very interested in developing our 
relations with Kuwait, which have 
been constantly developing from 
the beginning to serve the interest 
of our peoples. We are always with 
Kuwait and feel that if it is affected by 
anything, God forbid, it is as if Korea 
is affected. In addition, there is an 
exchange of visits between officials 
of both countries. In 2014, the Korean 
foreign minister visited Kuwait and 
met with His Highness the Crown 
Prince and the Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs.

Why do we not see military 
cooperation between North Korea 
and the countries of the region?

We do want such cooperation with 
the countries of the region but the 
United States and Western countries 
do not. However, if Kuwait asked us to 
cooperate in this regard, we are ready. 

Are there any signs of political 
solutions to the sanctions imposed 
by the Security Council on North 
Korea?

The sanctions recently imposed by 
the Security Council were not taken 
for the first time. Sanctions have been 
imposed since the establishment 
of our Republic in the Fifties of the 
last century, and we have become 
accustomed to them. Despite the 
pressure of these sanctions on us, 
we maintain peace and security in 
the Korean peninsula. And as you 
know, political solutions depend on 
the strength of the parties involved 

in the negotiations. Therefore, if we 
show weakness, the United States 
will dominate us as we have seen in 
many countries such as Iraq, Syria, 
Yugoslavia, Libya and Afghanistan, 
which were weakened by sanctions. 
As we know, when it is the law of 
the jungle, the strongest will be able 
to maintain existence and security. 
Therefore, our Republic had to possess 
the ability and development of nuclear 
deterrence for self-defense in order to 
protect the peace and security of the 
Korean Peninsula.

Does this mean there is a 
problem between you and the 
United Nations?

The sanctions decisions taken 
against the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea are documents in 
violation of the laws and customs, 
since in no page of the Charter of the 
United Nations and the provisions of 
international laws there is a clause 
that defines, a nuclear test, the launch 
of a satellite and the launch of an 
experimental ballistic missile alone as 
a threat to the international peace and 
security.

Moreover, our Republic has 
withdrawn from the Treaty on 
the Non-proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT) through legal 
procedures so as not to be subjected 
to any restriction of the international 
obligation banning the possession of 
nuclear weapons. And it is illogical 
that the launch of the satellite by our 
Republic is a problem, because it is a 
sovereign right of any sovereign state. 
That is why the United Nations did 
not present any legal evidence that 
the nuclear test by a country and the 
launch of the satellite violated any 
item of international conventions 
when they fabricated the sanctions 
resolution. This means that the 
United Nations has forcibly taken the 
resolution under the pretext that our 
actions are considered a threat and a 
violation of the previous decisions. 
Hence, the sanctions resolutions 
taken against our Republic are illegal

What is the reason behind this 
hostility between North Korea and 
the United States?

The United States has always been 
and still is keen on hostile policy 
against our country since the first 
day of South Korea’s occupation. 
The Korean War in the 1950s was the 
result of this American policy. After 
the war, the United States escalated 
political and military threats, on 
top of which were the intimidation 
of nuclear weapons more and more 
in an incitement of countries drawn 
in its orbit. As a result, the United 
Nations Security Council should have 
considered these American actions as 
a threat to peace and security against 

the world and placed them on the 
table for discussion and resolution 
in accordance with Article 39 of 
the Charter of the United Nations. 
But, the UN Security Council did not 
consider the invasion of the United 
States and the conspiracies of igniting 
the war against our country, not 
even once. It also did not make any 
effort to curb or ban these actions. 
As soon as the United Nations was 
established, the United States, being 
a permanent member, conspired to 
make the United Nations as its tool 
to achieve its ambition to control the 
world. After the change of balance of 
international forces following the end 
of the Cold War, the USA rushed for 
the establishment of the ‘New World 
Order’ under its leadership. 

Are you prepared to confront 
the United States?

Yes, we are ready to confront the 
American conspiracies and actions. 
As you know, our war with the United 
States began 70 years ago, and it was 
between the light Korean rifles and 
the heavy and nuclear US weapons. 
We won the war then, but now we 
have become a strong state, we have 
nuclear weapons, and the strategy 
has changed. The United States must 
stop its threats to us, to use nuclear 
weapons against us and stop its plots 
against us. There must be a peace 
agreement between us now.

Do you think that your recent 
nuclear tests have calmed the high 
tone against you and the talk about 
the possibility of negotiations 
between you and the new US 
administration?

We only want to change US policy 
against the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea. Our nuclear 
weapons are not negotiable. As 
you know, the US administration 
sent aircraft carriers to the Korean 
Peninsula. So if there is any attempt 
to harm our sovereignty, we will 
proactively strike with our nuclear 
weapons on any military base of the 
US all over the world. What the United 

States is doing is arrogance and it is 
just rhetoric. As the Korean proverb 
says, ‘The big acts arrogantly with the 
little ones, but when the little one 
grows bigger, the big backs down.’

What about the Russian and 
Chinese positions on North Korea 
with you?

These two countries are permanent 
members of the Security Council, they 
see everything that is happening and 
do not do their duty as they should. 
They conducted nuclear tests more 
than two thousand times.

How do you view your relations 
with South Korea?

They have recently elected a new 
president in South Korea and we 
hope that he will work for peace and 
security on the Korean Peninsula. 
The problems between us should be 
solved without foreign intervention. 
Foreign countries do not want the 
country to unite and have peaceful 
coexistence among our nations, 
because in the event of unification, 
Korea will become a great power in 
East Asia. I would like to pay tribute 
to the Kuwaiti policy, the wisdom 
of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait 
and his role in supporting peace and 
diplomatic solutions to all issues in 
the region.

What is your reply to those 
who say that your Gulf workforce 
is financing your nuclear 
experiments?

This is nonsense, because the cost 
of developing one nuclear weapon is 
between one billion and two billion 
dollars, depending on the type of 
weapon. Is our simple low-wage 
workforce capable of supporting such 
sums? These workers send some of 
their salaries to their families and 
live with the rest. This is the case of 
expatriate workers. The sum of what 
they send is about or two million 
dollars. Is this enough for hundreds of 
types of nuclear weapons, hydrogen 
and strategic weapons? This does not 
make sense. 

Why do you not use your 
development in all these types of 
weapons and military equipment 
to establish peace with everyone 
and start to develop your economy?

We have been under great pressure 
for many years, provoking attempts 
and maneuvers directed against us. 
This made us insist on strengthening 
our arsenal of weapons in order to 
be ready for any confrontation. If this 
policy against North Korea is changed, 
all things will resolve. We are a nation 
that yearns for peace and we love 
security. Yet, at the same time, we 
are not like some countries that are 
afraid and give up their basic rights. 
You cannot live in the forest if you are 
not a lion. We did not try to use our 
nuclear shields against any country. 
But as I said before, if anyone tries to 
insult us or encroach upon our lands, 
there will be a disaster.

How does North Korea view the 
Palestinian cause?

We support the rights of 
the Palestinian people to self-
determination and reject the 
settlement policy.

What about Syria?
Our relations with Syria are old and 

long and we hope that the Syrian issue 
will be resolved peacefully. But the 
USA and its famous policy of, ‘divide 
and conquer’, which have not changed 
for more than 100 years, seeks to 
divide these countries and divide them 
religiously, doctrinally and nationally 
so that they do not unite, because the 
US knows that their union is a force, 
and could lead to a depression of its 
economy in the sale of weapons. Even 
terrorism, it is made by USA starting 
from of al-Qaeda in Afghanistan 
and the ISIS. Osama bin Laden was 
a former CIA member but they kill 
everyone who disagrees with them.

Commenting on the UN sanctions 
imposed on his country, the North 
Korean ambassador asked: “Why 
double standards? If the nuclear 
tests, the launch of the satellite 
and the launch of the experimental 
ballistic missile are considered a 
threat to peace and security, why no 
resolutions were taken to impose 
sanctions against some countries 
that made nuclear weapons without 
any restriction away from the Treaty 
of the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons?”
“Why was the UN Security Council 
silent when Japan launched a satellite 
in January 2013 and South Korea 
launched the satellite in cooperation 
with the third country?” He asked, 
adding, “Yet, sanctions were imposed 
on us for the same reasons. Therefore, 
a law without justice is only an illegal 
law, even if it is polished”.

Defiant North Korea challenges UN Sanctions
“We will hit the US bases with nuclear missiles if they interfered with our sovereignty,” 

– Ambassador So Chang-sik

INTERNATIONAL

Continued from Page 2

The US is betting more on Mahan 
and Kennan. Asia has its own balance 
of power, and neither India nor 
Japan, nor Vietnam, wants Chinese 
domination. They see America as 
part of the solution. American 
policy is not containment of China; 

witness the massive flows of trade 
and students between the countries. 
But as China, enthralled by a vision 
of national greatness, engages in 
territorial disputes with its maritime 
neighbors, it tends to drive them into 
America’s arms.

Indeed, China’s real problem 
is ‘self-containment’. Even in the 

age of the Internet and social 
media, nationalism remains a most 
powerful force.

Overall, the United States 
should welcome China’s BRI. As 
Robert Zoellick, a former US Trade 
Representative and World Bank 
president, has argued, if a rising 
China contributes to the provision of 

global public goods, the US should 
encourage the Chinese to become a 
‘responsible stakeholder’. Moreover, 
there can be opportunities for 
American companies to benefit from 
BRI investments.

The US and China have much to 
gain from cooperation on a variety 
of transnational issues like monetary 

stability, climate change, cyber rules 
of the road, and anti-terrorism. And 
while the BRI will provide China with 
geopolitical gains as well as costs, it 
is unlikely to be as much of a game 
changer in grand strategy, as some 
analysts believe. A more difficult 
question is whether the US can live 
up to its part.

Xi Jinping’s Marco Polo Strategy
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The United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organization 

(FAO) says that more than half 
of West Africa’s fisheries are 
dangerously depleted due to 
overfishing in the waters off the 
region’s coast. 

Senegalese fishermen say 
that while previously they had 
to spend only a week at sea to 
have all the fish they needed, 
they now have to spend twice 
as long and travel much farther 
which means they have to carry 
more fuel and this added cost 
is cutting into their earnings. 
Local officials in Senegal blame 

foreign-owned industrial 
boats that have depleted fish 
stocks and destroyed marine 
habitats. They point out that a 
local fish called ‘thiof’ has now 
become elusive because these 
fish which are found among 

rocks no longer have a habitat 
as they have been destroyed by 
big industrial fishing boats. 

The officials admit that 
under-regulated fishing by 
locals has also contributed 
to the problem and the 

government was making an 
effort to streamline local 
fishing operations. Fish is the 
economic backbone of many 
Senegalese towns. The day’s 
catch is taken to the local 
smokehouse, turned into fish 
meal for export abroad or sold 
fresh at the market, where 
knife-wielding female vendors 
prep the fish for sale.

Scarcity has driven up the 
prices. The price of thiof per 
kilogram has doubled in the 
past five years, local officials 
said. The impact of overfishing 
is felt even in households.

More than 2,500 sites in Nigeria’s 
oil producing areas that have 

been contaminated by oil spills would 
require more than US$ 50 billion and 
more than 50 years to clean up, say 
experts in the field. They add that their 
gloomy assessment is made provided 
timely and massive deployment of 
suitable technologies and required 
equipment are made, and the needed 
experts and volunteers are found, to 
implement the cleaning operations.

There are many environmental 
problems in the oil and gas-producing 
areas of Nigeria, especially oil spills, 
including groundwater pollution, 
surface water pollution and damage 
to aquatic and shallow marine life; 
acid rain and air quality degradation 
due to gas flaring; and biodiversity 
loss. Environmental pollution is also 
an alleged contributor to the low 
life expectancy, of about 54.6 years, 
estimated for all parts of Nigeria. The 
conditions are worse in some areas of 
the Niger Delta because of the large 
number of both legacy oil pollution 
sites and more recent oil spills.

An independent United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) 
study, conducted at the request of 
the Federal Government of Nigeria, 

revealed the true nature and extent 
of oil contamination in Ogoniland. 
The report also provided a clear 
operational guidance on how that 
legacy can be addressed. The two year 
study of the environmental and public 
health impacts of oil contamination 
in Ogoniland is believed to be one 
of the most complex on-the ground 
assessments ever undertaken by 
UNEP.

Meanwhile, residents in the area 
expressed their dismay on the delay in 
commencement of implementation of 
the UNEP report and the politicization 
of the cleanup operations. The 
Environmental Rights Action/Friends 
of the Earth Nigeria (ERA/FoEN) 
claim that though nearly six years 
have passed since the UNEP report 
on the oil contamination in the area, 
“not a drop of oil” has been cleaned in 
Ogoniland.

However, the Resident Coordinator 
of United Nations in Nigeria, 
Edward Kallon, called on people of 
Ogoni impacted by environmental 
degradation to be patient while the 
clean-up recommended by the global 
body takes off. He stated that the 
remediation process involves technical 
approaches that needed a lot of time 

to be achieved appropriately. “We 
need time to allow the experts on the 
ground to do the critical analysis that 
are required before an investment is 
done,” he said.

For its part, Shell Petroleum 
Development Company of Nigeria 
Limited (SPDC), operator of the 
SPDC Joint Venture that operated in 
Ogoniland from the 1950s to the early 
1990s, attempted to wash its hands 
off its leading role in creating the 
environmental catastrophe. In just a 

15-year period from 1976 to 1991 there 
were reportedly 2,976 oil spills of about 
2.1 million barrels of oil in Ogoniland, 
accounting for about 40 percent of 
the total oil spills of the Royal Dutch/
Shell company worldwide 

In a report, the SPDC said that 
most of UNEP’s recommendations, 
including the creation of an 
environmental restoration fund, were 
directed at the Federal Government 
of Nigeria. The company added 
that while it welcomed the UNEP 
Report, and remained committed 
to its implementation, the cleanup 
operations had to be under the 
leadership and coordination of the 
Federal Government.

Meanwhile, scientists have warned 
that technically, it is impossible to 
clean up all the sites in Niger Delta. 
A screening system that combines 
cost, ecological, proximal population 
and other rational factors should 
be quickly developed for use in 
selecting about 100-150 sites for focus 
remediation, they said. They add that 
about 30 percent of the sites have 
become totally uninhabitable and will 
simply need to be evacuated because 
of the risk of cumulative exposure to 
contaminants

In just a 15-year period from 1976 
to 1991 there were reportedly 

2,976 oil spills of about 2.1 million 
barrels of oil in Ogoniland

Ogoniland clean-up to cost over $50 billion 

Severe drought that has affected parts 
of Ethiopia is likely to leave nearly 

eight million people without access to 
emergency food aid by the end of this 
month, says government and international 
humanitarian groups. 

Fluctuations in ocean temperatures, 
known to meteorologists as the Indian 
Ocean Dipole, which caused successive 
failed rains have created a series of severe 
back-to-back droughts in Ethiopia and 
the Horn of Africa region. In Ethiopia, the 
number of people now critically short 
of food is expected to rise by at least 
two million by next month, according to 
figures compiled by the government and 
its humanitarian partners.

Donors, international aid groups and 
the government say existing food aid for 
the current 7.8 million will run out as funds 
are critically short this year with Ethiopia 
receiving slightly more than half of the 
$930 million to meet requirements until 
July. World Food Program’s representative 
in Ethiopia, John Aylieff, said last week 
that the situation was dire, following a 
field trip to Warder in southeast Ethiopia, 

one of Ethiopia’s hardest-hit areas.  “We’ve 
got food running out nationally at the 
end of June. That means the 7.8 million 
people who are in need of humanitarian 
food assistance in Ethiopia will see that 
distribution cut abruptly at the end of 
June,” he added. According to United 
Nations Secretary-General’s humanitarian 
envoy for the region, Ahmed Al-Meraikhi, 
donor fatigue is a real factor on efforts to 
meet requirements. Famine in northeast 
Nigeria, together with South Sudan, 
Yemen and Somalia, constitute the worst 
humanitarian crisis the world has faced 

since 1945, the UN said in March.
Across the Horn of Africa, close to 17 

million people need humanitarian aid due 
to drought, including 2.6 million in Kenya 
and 3.2 million in Somalia, according to 
the UN. In the treeless plains littered with 
makeshift plastic homes in Ethiopia’s 
Warder, bordering Somalia, displaced and 
destitute pastoralists said their entire 
herds had been decimated. “We have had 
droughts before, but this time we have 
drought, diarrhea and disease,” said a 
49-year old mother who said her entire 
livestock had succumbed to illness.

Emergency food aid shortage in EthiopiaElection preparations 
gather steam in Kenya

As preparations for the high-
stakes Kenyan presidential 

elections slated for 8 August 
gathers pace, media houses in the 
country have released guidelines 
for the 2017 presidential debates. 

In order to avoid a crowded 
debate with all presidential 
contestants, only candidates who 
garner five percent of support 
in two reputed national opinion 
polls are to be included in the 
main debate. This cut off would 
ensure only candidates likely 
to win are able to explain their 
manifestos and be questioned by 
Kenyans. The two television and 
radio debates are scheduled for 
10 July and 24 July.

Incumbent, President Uhuru 
Kenyatta, and his main challenger, 
Raila Odinga, are definitely in 
the presidential debate. A third 
possible contestant is former 
High-School teacher, Mohamed 
Abduba Dida, who was the 
only other candidate to go past 
five percent in an opinion poll 
released by Ipsos on 30 May.  

In the meantime, the decision 
by Kenya’s electoral agency, 
the Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission (IEBC), 
to award the contract for printing 
ballot papers to a firm in Dubai 

has come in for questioning by 
the opposition. Last week, the 
IEBC awarded Al Ghurair Printing 
and Publishing Company in Dubai 
a US$24.2 million tender to print 
ballot papers. According to 
IEBC Chairperson, the firm had 
been given the contract as local 
printers were unable to deliver 
ballot papers as necessitated by 
the strict election timelines. 

Kenya’s opposition coalition 
challenges this assessment and 
alleges that several IEBC officials 
been found to have compromised 
the procurement process for 
election materials.

Meanwhile, the IEBC 
announced that it will 
temporarily employ around 
360,000 Kenyans to handle the 
45,516 polling stations spread 
across the country. The list of 
electoral officials includes more 
than 260,000 polling clerks 
and nearly 100,000 presiding 
and deputy presiding officers. 
Also being sought are 337 
logistics officers, 290 deputy 
returning officers for Kenya’s 290 
constituencies, as well as over 
5,000 electoral trainers, 580 
IT staff, and 2,900 ward-based 
educators, two for each of the 
country’s 1,450 wards.

Overfishing in West Africa leaves industry in crisis
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Fifty years after the Six-Day War, which marked 
the beginning of Israel’s occupation of East 

Jerusalem and the West Bank, the Middle East 
remains a region in seemingly perpetual crisis. 
So it is no surprise that, when addressing the 
region, politicians, diplomats, and the donor and 
humanitarian community typically focus on the here 
and now. Yet, if we are ever to break the modern 
Middle East’s cycle of crises, we must not lose sight 
of the future. And, already, four trends are brewing a 
new set of problems for the coming decade.

The first trend affects the Levant. The post-
Ottoman order that emerged a century ago, an 
order based on secular Arab nationalism, has 
already crumbled. The two states that gave 
weight to this system — Iraq and Syria — have lost 
their central authority and will remain politically 
fragmented and socially polarized for at least a 
generation.

In Lebanon, sectarianism remains the defining 
characteristic of politics. Jordan has reached its 
refugee-saturation point, and continued inflows 
are placing limited resources under ever-greater 
pressure. As for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
there is no new initiative or circumstance on the 
political horizon that could break the deadlock.

The Middle East is certain to face the continued 
movement of large numbers of people, first to the 
region’s calmer areas and, in many cases, beyond — 
primarily to Europe. The region is also likely to face 
intensifying contests over national identities as 
well, and perhaps even the redrawing of borders — 
processes that will trigger further confrontations.

The second major trend affects North Africa. 
The region’s most populous states — Algeria, 
Egypt, and Morocco — will maintain the social and 
political orders that have become entrenched over 
the last six decades of their post-colonial history. 
The ruling structures in these countries enjoy 
broad popular consent, as well as support from 
influential institutions, such as labor and farmers’ 
unions. They also have effective levers of coercion 
that serve as backstops for 
relative stability.

But none of this 
guarantees smooth sailing 
for these governments. On 
the contrary, they are poised 
to confront a massive youth 
bulge, with more than 100 
million people under the age 
of 30 entering the domestic 
job market in North Africa 
between now and 2025. And 
the vast majority of these 
young people, products of 
failed educational systems, 
will be wholly unqualified 
for most jobs offering a chance of social mobility.

The sectors best equipped to absorb these 
young Arabs are tourism, construction, and 
agriculture. But a flourishing tourism sector is not 
in the cards – not least because of the resurgence 
of militant Islamism, which will leave North Africa 
exposed to the risk of terror attacks for years to 
come.

Moreover, a declining share of the European 
food market and diminished investments in real 
estate undermine the capacity of agriculture 
and construction to absorb young workers. The 
likely consequences of North Africa’s youth bulge 
are thus renewed social unrest and potentially 
sizeable migration flows to Europe.

The Gulf used to provide a regional safety 
valve. For more than a half-century, Gulf countries 
absorbed millions of workers, primarily from their 
Arab neighbors’ lower middle classes. The Gulf was 
also the main source of investment capital, not to 
mention tens of billions of dollars in remittances, 
to the rest of the region. And many Arab countries 
viewed it as the lender of last resort. But, and 
herein lies the third key trend, the Gulf economies 
are now undergoing an upgrade, ascending 
various industrial value chains. This reduces their 
dependence on low-skill foreign workers. In the 
coming years, the Gulf countries can be expected 
to import fewer workers from the rest of the Arab 
world, and to export less capital to it.

The Gulf might even become increasingly 
destabilized. Several Gulf powers and Iran are 
engaged in a partly sectarian proxy war in Yemen 
— one that will not end anytime soon. And now 
five Sunni powers have turned on one of their own, 
Qatar, which has been pursuing its own regional 
agenda for a generation. The pressures being 
generated across the entire southern Arabian 
Peninsula could produce further political shocks.

That is all the more likely, given mounting 
domestic pressure for reform from a 
technologically savvy and globally engaged young 
citizenry. Reforming centuries-old social and 

political structures will be 
as difficult as it is necessary.

The fourth trend affects 
the entire Arab world, as 
well as Iran and Turkey: 
the social role of religion 
is becoming increasingly 
contested. The wars and 
crises of the last six years 
have reversed much of the 
progress that political Islam 
had made in the decade 
before the so-called Arab 
Spring uprisings erupted 
in 2011. With radicalism 
becoming increasingly 

entrenched, on the one hand, and young Muslims 
putting forward enlightened understandings of 
their religion, on the other, a battle for the soul of 
Islam is raging.

The problems implied by these four trends will 
be impossible for leaders, inside or outside the 
Arab world, to address all at once, especially at 
a time of rising populism and nativism across the 
West. But action can and should be taken. The 
key is to focus on socioeconomic issues, rather 
than geopolitics. The West must not succumb to 
illusions about redrawing borders or shaping new 
countries; such efforts will yield only disaster. One 
highly promising option would be to create a full-
on Marshall Plan for the Arab world. But, in this 
era of austerity, many Western countries lack the 

The Middle East is certain to 
face the continued movement 
of large numbers of people, 
first to the region’s calmer 
areas and, in many cases, 
beyond — primarily to Europe

Tarek Osman        
Author of Islamism: What It Means for the Middle 
East and the World and Egypt on the Brink.
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The Arab World’s Coming Challenges 
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resources, much less public support, for such an 
effort. Moreover, most of the Arab world today 
would not be able to make the most of it in any 
case.

What leaders, both within and outside 
the region, can do is pursue large-scale 
and intelligent investments in primary and 
secondary education, small and medium-size 
businesses (which form the backbone of Arab 
economies), and renewable energy sources 

(which could underpin the upgrading of regional 
value chains).

Pursuing this agenda will not stem the 
dissolution of the modern Arab state in the Levant. 
It will not generate workable social contracts in 
North Africa. And it certainly will not reconcile 
the sacred with the secular. But, by attempting 
to address young people’s socioeconomic 
frustrations, it can mitigate many of the longer-
term consequences of these trends.
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range of opportunities and dense professional 
and social networks. It is no coincidence that 80 
percent of economic output originates in cities: 
urbanization is the engine of economic growth.

But while it is easy to focus on success 
stories such as Singapore and Dubai, or on the 
impressive features of cosmopolitan centers 
such as New York or London, urbanization is not 
without its challenges.

By 2050, some 600 million people will live in 
the world’s 25 largest cities, none of which are in 
the European Union. Most are in Asia, followed 
by Africa, including Karachi, Pakistan; Kabul, 
Afghanistan; Khartoum, Sudan; and Kinshasa, 
in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. And some 
believe that by 2100, Lagos, 
Nigeria, will be the world’s 
largest city — showing how 
quickly Africa is catching 
up.

At the recent Chicago 
Forum on Global Cities, 
policy thinkers and 
practitioners — including 
past and current mayors 
from Amman, Chicago, 
Prague, Lahore, Rio de 
Janeiro, and Toronto 
— met for a couple of 
days to discuss common 
challenges on the road 
ahead. They all agreed 
that many solutions to 
future problems will 
come not from national 
governments, but from 
municipal and regional-
level policymakers.

Many cities and states 
in the United States are 
already bringing this point 
home, by ignoring US 
President Donald Trump’s 
renunciation of the Paris 
climate agreement, and 
doubling down on their own efforts to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions and achieve energy 
sustainability. Indeed, Pittsburgh Mayor Bill 
Peduto and Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo have now 
joined forces to combat climate change, giving 
the lie to Trump’s claim that he was elected to 
“represent Pittsburgh, not Paris.”

Climate change is one of three major 
challenges that will confront us in this new 
period of hyper-urbanization. Because all cities 
depend on energy, more needs to be done to 
improve sustainability and efficiency. Municipal 

and regional governments will need to step up 
their efforts to curb energy use, and introduce 
new green technologies, particularly in more 
rural areas.

The second challenge will be to address the 
effects of new digital technologies that are 
generally associated with the so-called sharing 
economy. Hardware and software applications 
that provide on-demand transportation, 
delivery, hospitality, and other services will 
revolutionize how cities operate and are 
organized; but adapting to these changes will 
require innovative new policies.

The third challenge relates to migration 
and its attendant 
security concerns. Global 
migration will likely 
continue to increase in 
the coming decades, with 
the very rich and the very 
poor alike flocking to 
megacities. Without the 
policies and infrastructure 
in place to absorb these 
new arrivals, megacities 
could fail, and degenerate 
into urban jungles that 
pose a security threat to 
surrounding regions and 
the world beyond.

Addressing these 
challenges will require 
deeper dialogue among 
global cities themselves. 
In the recent discussions 
in Chicago, there was 
a general sense that 
national governments, 
while important, do not 
approach most of these 
issues practically, or with 
the urgency they require. 
The Chicago dialogues, 
on the other hand, 
epitomized practicality, by 
finding common ground 

across wide geographic and cultural boundaries.
This implies that we should be careful not 

to exaggerate the differences between the 
most and the least advanced global cities. 
Security solutions in Toronto might very well 
be applicable in Karachi; and digital services in 
Singapore could eventually take root in Kabul.

Just as industrialism ushered in a new 
age for cities and countries, so, too, will 
digitization. To see the future that is taking 
shape, one need only look to the cities that are 
already shaping it.

FOCUS

By 2050, some 600 million 
people will live in the world’s 
25 largest cities, none of 
which are in the European 
Union; most are in Asia, 

followed by Africa.

Carl Bildt       
Former prime minister and foreign minister of 
Sweden 

We are now in the final days of the 
industrial age. Just as the second 

generation of steam engines propelled the 
Industrial Revolution forward, so, too, are 
new technologies advancing today’s digital 
revolution. But as technology races ahead of us, 
it is difficult to anticipate what the future holds.

One thing we do know is that the future will 
be shaped by two key trends: digitization and 
urbanization. And the possibilities introduced 
by the former will likely help us overcome the 
problems associated with the latter.

When the Industrial Revolution was first 
gaining momentum at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century, only a small percentage 
of the global population lived in cities. The 
world was still predominantly rural and 
agricultural, as it had been for thousands of 
years. But as industrialization accelerated, so 
did urbanization, as impoverished farmworkers 
flocked to factories.

We are now in another period of epochal 
change, and urbanization is accelerating again. 
In 1950, approximately one-third of the planet’s 

2.5 billion people lived in cities, whereas today, 
just over half of the world’s 7.5 billion people 
do. And by 2050, when the global population 
is expected to reach nine billion, an estimated 
two-thirds of all people will live in cities.

Urban areas are magnets for young people 
and entrepreneurs, because they provide a wide 

Urbanization 2.0 
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 BSK musicians excel
 in World Schools

competition in Spain

For the second music 
competition of 

the academic year, the 
British School of Kuwait 
(BSK) participated in 
the COBIS Senior School 
Music Festival, hosted 
by King’s College, Murcia 
in South-west Spain. 
The Council of British 
International Schools 
(COBIS) is a membership 
association representing 
over 500 organizations and hundreds of schools from all over the 
world.

The 2017 edition featured musical performances from 200 students 
performing in 15 different categories. In the solo section, Hai Wei 
Li (Current Young Musician of The Gulf – winner at St. Christopher’s 
School, Bahrain in January 2017) was placed second in the Key Stage 3 
Piano class. For the violin section, he performed ‘Symphonie Espagnol’ 
by Lalo and was again placed second in the Key Stage 3 String class due 
to exceptional competition. The second soloist was Vivian Sequeira, 
who took part in the Key Stage 4 String class on the violin for which she 
earned 1st place in this category. 

BSK prepared two ensembles for the competition, one in the small 
instrumental group category and one in the large instrumental group 
category. The first group was I Piccoli (Italian for the little ones) and they 
performed the 1st Movement of the Bach Double Violin Concerto. Their 
fresh and skillful performance ensured 1st place in this category.

The second ensemble was the showcase group La Camerata, which 
included all nine of the musicians, who had travelled to Spain. They 
performed two pieces, ‘La Bella Cubana’ by Jane White and the ‘Polka’ 
from ‘5 Pieces for 2 Violins’ by Dimitry Shostakovich. Their experience 
as a group was rewarded with the 1st place in the large instrumental 
ensemble category. For the first time at the COBIS Senior School Music 
Festival, the Jeremy P Hibbins Memorial Cup was awarded to the 
Best Ensemble and the inaugural winners were the British School of 
Kuwait. 

Kuwait-born film maker Bini Noble shines in Hollywood 
Nita Bhatkar Chogle

Bini Noble and I go a long way back when we 
both used to be in pig-tails and uniforms 

at the New Indian School in Kuwait. A smart 
kid, Bini was one of the many friends I made at 
school during the pre-invasion era. Today, she 
is an upcoming film producer in Hollywood and 
has made a place for herself in an industry that 
is known to be very much a man’s world. Coming 
from a non-film background, the daughter of 
a statistical researcher and a nurse, Bini shines 
through her hard work.   

How many people you know would quit a 
flourishing career to follow a dream? I am proud 
to know just one — Bini Noble. Born and raised in 
Kuwait, Bini not only followed her dream but also 
turned it into a reality. 

Back in 2013, Bini who was working as Head of 
Partnerships for Bombardier, the multinational 
aerospace and transportation company, left her 
job to take up film making. She moved on to study 
film production at the prestigious American Film 
Institute (AFI) and went on to produce eight short 
films and has collaborated on at least 20 others.

Focusing on strong thought provoking 
themes, she has also produced a feature 
film, Running Away, made for French 
Television that will be released soon. 
One of her short films, produced in 
2014 went to the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Arts , Newport, Palm 
Springs and Outfits, while three of her 
recent films have gone to some of the 
biggest festivals in the US, including the 
AFI Fest, LA Shorts, Austin Film Festival, 
Cinequest and several others. 

So why film making and why mid-career? 
“I’ve always wanted to help people, and make a 
difference in this fast-paced world we live in. For 
years, all I heard were   complaints about the 
political system, about the way women were 
mistreated in certain cultures, of various social 
causes that most felt powerless to change. Film 
and TV is a very powerful medium to bring about a 
change that can impact millions in one fell swoop. 
I wanted to be part of that change, and do my little 
bit, to make a difference by telling stories that 
would question your beliefs or raise awareness 
of things so one could make informed decisions,” 
said Bini.  

Film making was the best way she 
could pursue her interest in storytelling. 
As a child Bini’s father would make 
her write poems and stories or short 
synopsis of every story book she read. 
This helped hone her creative skills. 
That coupled with her late mother 
words when she got into AFI, “If you’ve 
gotten into this very prestigious school, 
there probably was a reason. Don’t 
question it - have faith. It’s all going to 

work out” was the fuel that Bini needed to forge 
ahead.

Was it not a big switch? “Not really. I was 
working in IT and Project Management, and 
the skill set I gained over the years, managing 
people, time and money came in handy while 
making the switch to producing and this aspect 
of filmmaking. Even being involved in the creative 
side, helping develop the storyline and ensuring 
the story conveyed the message the director 
wanted to convey, was an extension of what I liked 
to do,” highlighted Bini.

In 2015, Bini also published a book of 
philosophical shorts written by her best friend 
and partner titled, ‘Letters from your Soul’ and 

is currently working on another yet-to-be titled 
book. 

Future plans? “In a few years, I’m hoping I’d have 
directed and co-hosted a couple of documentaries 
and travel shows that I am passionate about, while 
working on multiple projects that I’ll choose, 
because of the idea/storyline,” explained Bini. 

Continued on Page 19
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There are different ways to prepare chicken wings: 
you can go for crispy and tender, or douse in 

homemade hot sauce butter or any of your favorite spices. 
It is true that deep-frying chicken wings gives them the 
crispiest, most succulent coat, but there is also something 
about roasting them in the oven: The hot sauce marinade 
bakes right into the meat, infusing it completely.

To better understand, read on to find out how you can 
prepare chicken wings the way you like them.

Prep your wings: As always, the better quality meat 
you get, the better the dinner is going to taste. Buy whole 
chicken wings and break them down into three parts 
yourself; not only will the meat be less expensive, but 
the butchering is quick work and you will have the added 
bonus of getting some wing tips in the mix. 

A whole chicken wing has three parts: the 
drumette (with a large end like a club), the wingette (flat, 
with two bones), and the tip (pointy, wing-like, and too-
often discarded). To break a wing down into these parts, 
slip your knife into one of the two joints, rocking it side to 
side until the blade slides through and separates the parts. 
You will not have to cut through bone, only the cartilage. 
Continue until all your drummettes, wingettes, and tips 
are free agents.

Play your crispy cards: A chicken wing should not 
be battered, as it gets all of its delicate crispness from 
dried, fried skin. So do not dredge, flour or dip. Instead, 
towel off as much moisture as you can using paper towels, 
and then:

Before roasting and even fridge-drying, toss your 
wings in a little salt and a bit of baking powder, which 
will both up the pH, and create bubbles on the surface of 
the chicken. For every ¼ kilogram of wings, toss with one 
scant teaspoon of baking powder before setting out to dry.

If you have the foresight, let your wings dry out, 
uncovered, in the fridge overnight, skin-side up like you 
would a whole chicken before roasting. The less moisture 
in the skin, the cracklier it is going to become in the oven. If 
you are making wings tonight, do not worry about setting 
them out to dry — just let them come to room temperature, 
towel them off thoroughly, and toss with baking powder 
and salt before roasting.

Prep your sauce or rub: Decide at the outset: Are 
you making dry-rub wings (coated in spices) or saucy ones? 

Saucy-rub wings: If you opt for saucy ones, then to make 
your own, blend fresh raw ingredients until smooth. Pour 
the slurry in a saucepan and melt enough butter into it to 
make it rich and creamy (for every one cup of sauce, use a 

half stick of butter). How spicy, how savory, or how sweet 
it ends up being, depends on what you pile in that blender.

Here is what to add to your wing sauce based on how 
you like your wings:

For heat: Warm-colored hot peppers (cherry peppers, 
cayenne peppers, red jalapenos, habanero peppers); dried 
chilies, reconstituted in warm water

For freshness: Citrus (grapefruit, lemon or lime) juice or 
zest

For heft: Red or yellow bell peppers; tomatoes; carrots
For richness: Garlic; shallots; onion
For sweetness: Honey; molasses; brown sugar
For pizzaz: Ginger; lemongrass; fresh turmeric; smoked 

paprika
Whiz your concoction in the blender with enough 

vinegar to make it smooth.
Dry-rub wings: For dry rub wings, you will want to toss 

together a flurry of ground spices and herbs, which you will 
actually toss the wings in before cooking them. For the 
most flavor, start with whole spices, toast them up in a dry 
skillet, and then grind them in a mortar and pestle before 
tossing with the wings.

Some ideas for dry-rub ingredients include: cayenne 
pepper, chili powder, paprika, garlic granules, onion 
powder, ginger powder, black pepper, brown sugar, celery 
salt, dry mustard, cumin, coriander and anything savory.

Bake: Opt for baking rather than deep frying as cooking 
top-down on a baking sheet in their own fat, gives you a 
delicious result. The wings will turn crisp if you stick to the 
above procedure. 

Heat the oven to about 232 degrees Celsius. Space 
the baking-powdered, salted wings (that have also been 
coated in spices, if you have opted for dry-rub) out on one 
or two baking sheets skin side up, slip them in when the 
oven is hot, and start a timer. The first side will take longer 
to brown—15 to 25 minutes- and then, once flipped, the 
other side will go quickly.

Once done, unstick the wings from the pan and let 
them rest for 5 to 10 minutes before tossing with the 
warm, buttery sauce, or serve them up with the sauce in 
a bowl on the side. 

Chicken Wings
Buffalo, Baked, or Otherwise
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Kuwait is setting up a 
committee to deal with 

attempts to use social media 
to spread rumors, target other 
countries or fuel sectarianism 
and sedition.

The governmental 
committee will compromise 
representatives from 
the ministries of foreign 
affairs, interior, information 
and endowments, it was 
reported on Wednesday.

 “The committee will 
monitor social media posts 
and other media reports 
that attempt to ignite 
sedition, fuel sectarianism, 
or attack iconic figures and 
policies in brotherly and 

friendly countries,” a ‘high-
level source’ was quoted as 
saying.

The interior ministry is 
to monitor all social media 
accounts and to refer 
abusers to courts while the 
information ministry is to 
set up a team to follow up 
on all violations in electronic 
and print media and refer 
violators to the public 
prosecution, the source 
added.

“The endowments 
ministry will be in charge 
of monitoring religious 
sermons and discourses. 
It will also be tasked with 
motivating religious figures 

to encourage unity and warn 
against discord. Preachers 
should not deliver political 
sermons.”

The foreign ministry 
will continue to assume its 
diplomatic roles abroad to 
help address rifts within the 
Arabian Gulf, the source said.

A security source said 

that ‘internet patrols” were 
monitoring microblogs and 
social media to deal with 
attempts to sow divisions 
within Kuwait and the Arabian 
Gulf or to deride religions and 
sects.

The source added that 
the cybercrime law applies 
to Kuwaitis living abroad and 

that violators would be held 
legally responsible for their 
abuse.

“If the court rules against 
them, we will contact 
the International Police 
(Interpol) to repatriate them 
in cooperation with the 
countries with which we have 
agreements,” the source said.

LOCAL

Buffalo, Baked, or Otherwise

Centrepoint launches 11th store in Kuwait
Centrepoint, the region’s largest 

fashion retailer, celebrated the 
opening of its 11th store in Kuwait. 
To mark the celebration, Centrepoint 
hosted an exclusive ribbon cutting 
ceremony, which was attended by 
Mdm, Wedad Al Abbdulrazzaq, 
Mdm, Abeer Al-Sumait, Mdm, Sula 
Al-Fulaij, members of the press and 
Landmark Group management. 
Attendees to the opening ceremony 
were treated to a preview of the 
store’s Ramadan and Summer 2017 
collection.

Located in Al Mutawa tower, Tunis 
Street Hawally, the new Centrepoint 
store offers the latest Ramadan and 
summer collection keeping in mind 
the needs of the local customer. The 
store has a wide selection of fashion, 
kids wear, footwear, accessories, 
cosmetics and home décor.

Speaking at the launch of the new 
store Saibal Basu, Chief Operating 
Officer, Landmark Group Kuwait said: 
“As an innovative, one-stop shopping 
concept, Centrepoint has received 
tremendous acceptance in Kuwait. 
Over the years we have grown 
considerably and this expansion 
encompasses our commitment to 
our customers in Kuwait and the 
region. Our success is a testimony 
not only to the quality of products 
and services we offer, but also to 
the practicality of having a single 
destination that meets the shopping 
needs of the entire family.”

There is a wide variety of apparel 
to choose from at the various 
Centrepoint outlets in Al Rai, 
Avenues, Salmiya, Fintas, Jahra, 
Fahaheel, Sulaibhikhat, Kuwait City, 
Khaitan and Hawally.

 Kuwait Airways Engineering
 Department holds 

farewell function

Aircraft Maintenance Staff at engineering department, Hangar 
conducted a farewell function for colleagues Salman Arif and 

Manoj Kumar at the Kuwait Continental Hotel in Kuwait City on 19 
May. It was coordinated by the colleagues at Aircraft Maintenance 
Section.

  The event was presided by Engineer Mr. Khaleel, who was joined 
by other lead hand mechanics K. Sethu, R. Murthy, M. Nassif and 
staff at hangar department.  The welcome address was given by 
Leading Hand Mechanic Mr. Faud, while Engineers Mr. Raju, Mohan 
Menon, Khawar and Wassy Ali reminisced on their association with 
the departing colleagues.  A memento was also presented to Mr. 
Salman and Mr. Manoj at the function.

Kuwait sets up massive media 
monitoring committee 

A security source 
said that ‘internet 
patrols” were 
m o n i t o r i n g 
microblogs and 
social media to deal 
with attempts to 
sow divisions within 
Kuwait and the 

Arabian Gulf



10
18 - 24 June, 2017         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comLOCAL

LuLu opens 7th hypermarket in Al Jahra

The Middle East retail major, LuLu Group 
further consolidated its presence in Kuwait 

by opening their 7th Hypermarket in Al Jahra 
on 14 June. The new hypermarket was formally 
inaugurated by General R. Fahad Ahmed Al-
Amir, Governor of Al Jahra in the presence of 
Yusuffali MA, Chairman of Lulu Group and other 
top government officials.

Ideally located at the Jahra Mall in Al Jahra, 
the 130,000 sq. ft. hypermarket is easily 
accessible from nearby suburbs and residential 
areas. Apart from the usual world class features 
and product range, the new LuLu hypermarket 
also boasts of many key features such as 
enhanced space for Free From range products, 
local produce section and organic products.

Speaking to media during the inauguration 
ceremony, Yusuffali MA said, “Kuwait has been 
a very key market for us and we have been 

always bullish about the market scenario here. 
The positive responses we have been receiving 
from day one have been very encouraging and 
we intend to continue build on our success and 
explore new opportunities here.”

“The Kuwaiti economy is very stable and 
forward-looking under the wise leadership 
of H.H. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, the Amir of this great country. 
We intend to contribute to the all-round 
growth here, including new investments to 
providing job opportunities to the Kuwaiti 
youth,” he added. 

Other top dignitaries present at the event 
were Indian Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Sunil 
Jain, Mayor of Jahra, Ramadan Khalaf al Harbi, 
Lulu Group Executive Director Ashraf Ali MA, 
CEO Saifee Rupawala, COO Saleem VI, and 
Regional Director Mohd. Haris. 
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PRAYER TIMINGS - KUWAIT

  Day            Ramadan    Date         IMSAK           Fajr             Sunrise      Dhur             Asr               Magrib        Isha

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

June 18
June 19
June 20
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 24

3:01 AM
3:01 AM
3:01 AM
3:01 AM
3:02 AM
3:02 AM
3:02 AM

3:11 AM
3:11 AM
3:11 AM
3:11 AM
3:12 AM
3:12 AM
3:12 AM

4:49 AM
4:49 AM
4:49 AM
4:49 AM
4:49 AM
4:50 AM
4:50 AM

11:51 AM
11:51 AM
11:51 AM
11:51 AM
11:52 AM
11:52 AM
11:52 AM

3:25 PM
3:25 PM
3:25 PM
3:25 PM
3:26 PM
3:26 PM
3:26 PM

6:52 PM
6:52 PM
6:52 PM
6:52 PM
6:53 PM
6:53 PM
6:53 PM

8:22 PM
8:22 PM
8:22 PM
8:22 PM
8:23 PM
8:23 PM
8:23 PM

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Priced at a reasonable KD8 per 
person (KD4.75 for children 

under the age of 12), the Ramadan 
Iftar buffet at Zafran Indian Bistro is 
a not-to-be-missed experience this 
Holy Month. 

Wholesome but well-balanced, 
the buffet leaves guests, satisfied and 
nourished but not uncomfortable, 
according to Chef Gaurav Singh, 
Zafran’s Head of Culinary, who 
carefully put together  the Ramadan 
offering to exemplify the spirit of the 
Holy Month.

Guests can break their fast with 
fruits and dates available on each 
table followed by a light lentil soup. 
The ample buffet, which changes on 
a daily basis throughout the month, 
also includes a variety of kebabs and 
popular Zafran starters as well as 
some of the Indian Bistro’s signature 

curries including Butter Chicken, Dal 
Tadka and Chicken Biryani. The meal 
ends on a sweet note with a dessert 
display that includes everything 
from Gulab Jamun and Umm Ali to a 
healthy fresh fruit salad. “Ramadan 
is a time of reflection and family and 
there’s no better place to enjoy this 
time with your loved ones than at 
Zafran, where the cosy and inviting 
ambiance combines with exemplary 
service and a tastefully-crafted Iftar 
buffet that satisfies but doesn’t 
overwhelm,” added Chef Gaurav.

The Ramadan menu/iftar buffet is 
available throughout the Holy Month 
at Zafran Indian Bistro. Located in the 
Lights complex, the restaurant has 
fantastic external seating with ample 
parking and easy access. To make 
a reservation, please call: 00965 
97281007

Turkish Airlines, Europe’s best 
airline for the fifth year in a 

row, hosted a Ramadan Ghabkah in 
honour of its media journalists, travel 
agents and corporates in Kuwait, who 
supported them in recent years.  

The celebratory evening, which 
held at the Jumeirah Messilah Beach 
Hotel & Spa, Kuwait, was attended 
by the Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait 
H.E. Murad Tamer, the Ukrainian 
Ambassador, the Korean Ambassador 
and a group of dignitaries as well 
as local media, travel agents, and 

corporates. They were treated to an 
evening of Turkish hospitality by senior 
representatives of Turkish Airlines.  

Sami Aydogan, General Manager, 
Turkish Airlines, Kuwait, said: “We are 
delighted to host such a gathering for 
all our distinguished guests who have 
supported us over the years. Travel 
agents and corporate partnerships 
have been crucial to achieving our 
growth-based goals and we hope to 
continue our relationship. Kuwait is 
increasingly becoming an important 
destination for Turkish Airlines as in 

this summer we will operate more than 
50 weekly flights.” Kuwait is one of 
the centres of commerce and tourism 
within the GCC, and an excellent 
market of opportunity in terms of 
expansion for Turkish Airlines. In 
its push for global connectivity, the 
airline has added several new flights 
to and from Kuwait, which now 
include destinations such as Croatia, 
France, Colombia and Panama. 
Turkish Airlines also has direct flights 
from Kuwait to Trabzon, Bodrum, 
Izmir and Antalya in Turkey.

Turkish Airlines hosts 
Ramadan Ghabkah

Celebrate the spirit of Ramadan at 

Zafran Indian Bistro

Dar Al Sabah Welfare Association 
(DAWA) organized a Grand Iftar 

banquet on Thursday, 8 June at Al 
Bastaki International Hotel, Kuwait.

The auspicious Iftar, headed by DAWA 
President Moulavi B.Mohamed Ali 
Rashadi, was attended by distinguished 
personalities, different association 
heads, DAWA members and Muslim 
Jamath members in Kuwait.

Honorable Chief Guest Ambassador 
of India to Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain, special 
guests First Secretary of Indian Embassy 
Krishan Kumar Pahel, Social Secretary of 
Indian embassy K. Abdullah Kollorath 

and Indian Embassy staff member 
Mohammad Ashfaq Durrani were part 
of the audience. 

Former President of Indian frontliners 
Dr. Abdul  Razzak Rumane, Chairman 
of TVS Hyder Group Dr. S.M. Hyder Ali 
and MMK State Organized Secretary Br. 
Advocate Thanjai I.M. Badusha were also 
part of the gathering. 

Br. Mohamed Goush – Velldon Real  
Promoters , Moulavi  Nasar Saddiq 
Rabani – TUWAK,  Vibin–  Malabar 
Gold , Br. Basheer Batha – KKMCC  and 
Br. Mahboob Basha–  KKIC delivered 
speeches about Dar Al Sabah.

DAWA hosts Grand Iftar banquet
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 Badr Al Samaa Medical Centre
hosts Iftar gathering

Badr Al Samaa Medical Centre, 
a leading hospital for quality 

affordable healthcare, hosted an Iftar 
gathering at its Farwaniya premises 
on 15 June. An important ritual of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, the Iftar 
gathering brought together Board of 
Directors, management and staff of 
Badr Al Samaa, as well as well-wishers 
and the media. On the occasion, 
guests could avail of a free fasting 
blood sugar and cholesterol checkup.  
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Smart Indian School 
(SIS) held an awareness 

campaign on 11 June among 
the students of Classes 5 to 
8 under the dedicated and 
nature loving personalities 
– Kamal Jain, a teacher and 
volunteer of ‘The Art of Living 
Foundation’, Shalini Udhani 
Bajaj, Student Counselor of 
Salmiya Indian Model School 
and Mr. Gopal, Chartered 
Accountant of NBK Bank, 
who himself is an ardent 
practitioner of Kitchen 
Composting for over a 
decade. 

The demonstration on the 
destruction of the flora and 
its aftermath was carried out 
in the form of a tableau. Then, 
an interactive session by the 
eminent speaker Mr. Gopal 
ensured the queries from 

students were answered.  
The importance of bringing 
up organic plants with the 
focus of reducing waste and 
benefiting the environment 
had been the subject of 

the day with the hands-on 
experience administered by 
Mr. Gopal.  The event was 
graced by the Principal, Vice-
Principal, KG Supervisor and 
the teaching faculty.

Kozhikode District NRI Association 
(KDNA) hosted an Iftar gathering on 3 

June at Community Hall, Jleeb Al Shouyukh.
The function was highly auspicious with 

the presence of distinguished guests from 
the various sectors of the society including 
social, cultural, religious, political and media 
in addition to the participation of a large 
number of association members and family.

Association President Suresh Mathur 
presided over the function and a prominent 
Islamic scholar Ashraf Ekarool highlighted the 
significance of Iftar.   

Abid I Black, Hamza Payyanoor, Varghese 
Puthukulangara, Thomas Mathew Kadavil, 
Sharafudin Kannoth, Chacko Geroge Kutty, 
Mustafa Madyamam, and others were part of 
the gathering that honored the Grand Iftar.

LOCAL

Cool ‘Sunshine’ in ICSK Summer Camp 2017
The Indian Community 

School Kuwait (ICSK) gave 
a splendid start to the Summer 
Camp ‘The Sunshine 2017’ in 
a grand ceremony organized on 
Sunday, 11 June 2017 at the ICSK 
Senior branch.  The camp was 
officially inaugurated by Dr. Vinod 
Warrier, Internist, Mubarak Al 
Kabeer Hospital who was the 
Chief Guest of this occasion. In 
his inaugural address the Chief 
Guest stressed how important it 
is for kids to be physically active 
to lead a healthier life. 

Dr. V Binumon, Principal 
and Senior Administrator of 
ICSK, in his felicitation address, 
emphasized the substantial role 
of physical and creative activities 
in the early days of childhood. 
The esteemed presence of Amer 
Muhammed, Hon. Secretary to 
the ICSK Board of Trustees, added 

significance to the inaugural 
ceremony. 

 ‘The Sunshine 2017’ offers a 

variety of activities and training 
in Yoga, Karate, Aerobics, Magic, 
Music, Dance, Art & Craft, Diner’s 
Choice and more. Several field 
trips of educational value and 
games training classes are also 
arranged for a duration of one 
month from 11 June to 13 July, 2017. 
School transportation is available 
for the campers. The timings are 
from 8.00 am to 12.00 noon. 

 KDNA hosts Grand IftarSIS organizes kitchen 
 composting campaign 

TIES Center holds Ghabga for Ladies
Shabana H. Shaikh

On Sunday, 11 June, the TIES Center, a social and 
educational hub for expats in Kuwait, generously 

hosted a ghabga for TIES’ female students, teachers, 
volunteers, club members, speakers and visitors at their 
premises in Shuhada. The event was to honor the dedication 
of homemakers, who prepare meals during Ramadan for 
family and friends, while they themselves fast. The ladies 
feasted on a sumptuously laid-out buffet, including an array 
of desserts, and enjoyed a well-deserved, relaxed evening 
until mid-night.

The theme of the ghabga was gratitude. There was a 
presentation and two activities that emphasized gratitude 
and helped the ladies understand how to implement the 
feeling in their lives.

TIES Center is an ideal place to get a taste of local culture 
and traditions, and their events are often informative and 
interesting. Ghabga, too, is a Kuwaiti tradition, used for 
a special feast in the month of Ramadan, held after the 
Taraweeh prayers, and between Futoor and Suhoor meals. 

The tradition of Ghabga goes back to the olden days, when 
Kuwaiti families invited their friends, neighbors and family 
members to share meals. The word itself originates from the 
Arabic word Ghabooq, which is the practice of eating dates 
and drinking laban during the night. Amongst those attending 

the ghabga last week, some were learning about it for the first 
time and thanked the center for giving them the opportunity 
to experience it.

During Ramadan, the TIES Center also opens their door 
to anyone who would like to have iftar at the center on all 
Wednesdays, where they serve the main course, salads, 

and drinks. Everyone is welcome to visit and it is a perfect 
opportunity to experience iftar with friends and other visitors, 
sharing in the blessings and engaging in a positive cultural 
dialogue. If you haven’t already visited, be sure to attend their 
last iftar for this Ramadan on Wednesday, this week. I can 
personally attest to a pleasant evening.
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Calculating a person's waist-to-height ratio 
is the most accurate and efficient way of 

identifying whether or not they are at risk of 
obesity in clinical practice, says a new study by 
Leeds Beckett University in the UK.

The conventional measurement of obesity 
used by doctors is the BMI. Although there are 
benefits to this method, there is concern that 
a lot of people are being classified as obese by 
BMI when they are not, or are being missed by 
this classification when they need to be referred 
for help. Currently the most accurate way to 
measure obesity in a clinical environment is by 
examining the whole-body fat percentage and 
visceral adipose tissue (VAT) mass (the fat stored 
around the abdominal region where most of 
internal organs lie) using the latest dual-energy 
X-ray absorptiometry (DXA) scanner. 

Whole-body fat percentage and specifically 
VAT mass are associated with health conditions 
including insulin resistance, type 2 diabetes 
and cardiovascular disease, which are not fully 
accounted for through simple BMI evaluation. 

The team behind the new study gathered 
accurate whole-body and abdominal fat data 
using a DXA scanner and then calculated five 
predictors of whole-body fat and VAT, which 
could be easily replicated in a GP's office, fitness 

center or at home. The five predictors tested 
were: BMI, waist circumference (WC), waist-to-
hip ratio (WHR), waist-to-height ratio (WHtR) 
and waist-to-height ratio0.5 (WHtR0.5).

The results showed that the best predictor 
of both whole-body fat percentage and VAT in 
both men and women was waist-to-height ratio 
(WHtR). The simple waist circumference divided 
by height measurement is not a new method of 

obesity classification; however, despite evidence 
supporting its use, it is still not routinely 
measured in clinical settings. 

The waist-to-hip ratio (WHR), a measure 
regularly recommended by fitness instructors 
and used in clinical practice, was found to be a 
very poor predictor of obesity according to both 
measures. Also, in current clinical practice, it 
is common to calculate BMI for an indication 

of whole-body fat and waist circumference for 
abdominal obesity.

The researchers said their research showed 
that WHtR is a more accurate alternative to 
these two measures and also a more time-
efficient measure. In addition, their WHtR cut-
points aligned broadly with current guidelines 
that adults and children should keep their waist 
circumference to less than half their height. 
Put simply, it is more important, especially 
for cardio-metabolic conditions that your 
belt notch goes down than the reading on the 
weighing scales.

By introducing this alternative and more 
accurate measure into clinical settings, more 
men and women would potentially be referred 
to programs, such as weight management, to 
receive help in improving their health. We have 
also shown how these simple measurements 
may be used as surrogates by GPs and other 
health care professionals when DXA scans are 
unavailable or inaccessible.

A better way to identify obesity
Waist-to-height ratio

Lab on a chip to measure 
health, germs, pollutants

A wearable device that continuously analyzes your sweat or 
blood for different types of biomarkers, such as proteins 

that show you may have breast cancer or lung cancer, could be 
readily available in a few years’ time.

Engineers at Rutgers University in the US have invented a 
biosensor technology — known as a lab on a chip — that could 
be used in hand-held or wearable devices to monitor your health 
and exposure to dangerous bacteria, viruses and pollutants.

The scientists say their invention is really important in 
the context of personalized medicine or personalized health 
monitoring as the technology enables true labs on chips. The 
technology involves electronically barcoding micro-particles by 
passing them through electrical fields so they can be identified 
when used to test for health and disease indicators, bacteria and 
viruses, along with air and other contaminants. 

In recent decades, research on biomarkers, such as proteins 
or DNA molecules that are indicators of health and disease, 
has revealed the complex nature of the molecular mechanisms 
behind human disease. That has heightened the importance of 
testing bodily fluids for numerous biomarkers simultaneously.

"One biomarker is often insufficient to pinpoint a specific 
disease because of the heterogeneous nature of various types of 
diseases, such as heart disease, cancer and inflammatory disease," 
said the team behind the invention. "To get an accurate diagnosis 
and accurate management of various health conditions, you need 
to be able to analyze multiple biomarkers at the same time." Bulky 
optical instruments are the current technology for detecting and 
measuring biomarkers, but they are too big to wear or add to a 
portable device. Electronic detection of micro-particles allows 
for ultra-compact instruments needed for wearable devices. The 
Rutgers researchers' technique for barcoding particles is, for the 
first time, fully electronic. That allows biosensors to be shrunken 
to the size of a wearable band or a micro-chip. The technology is 
greater than 95 percent accurate in identifying biomarkers and fine-
tuning is underway to make it 100 percent accurate, the team said. 

A small tool that could analyze a swab sample of what is on the 
doorknob of a bathroom or front door and detect influenza or a 
wide array of other virus particles; or testing a salad at a restaurant 
for dangerous E. coli or Salmonella bacteria, are not too far off. The 
team behind the invention says their tool could be commercially 
available within about two years, and health monitoring and 
diagnostic tools could be available within about five years.

Biomedical engineers 
have created a 

technology that might 
provide weeks of glucose 
control for diabetes with a 
single injection, which would 
be a dramatic improvement 
over current therapies.

By creating a controlled-
release mechanism for a drug 
and optimizing its circulation 
time in the body, this new 
biopolymer injection has 
the potential to replace daily or weekly 
insulin shots with once-a-month or 
twice-a-month treatments for type 2 
diabetes.

Many current treatments for type 2 
diabetes use a signaling molecule called 
glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP1) to cause 
the pancreas to release insulin to control 

blood sugar. However, this peptide has 
a short half-life and is cleared from the 
body quickly.

Now researchers have created a 
technology that fuses GLP1 to a heat-
sensitive elastin-like polypeptide (ELP) in 
a solution that can be injected into the 
skin through a standard needle. Once 
injected, the solution reacts with body 

heat to form a biodegradable 
gel-like ‘depot’ that slowly 
releases the drug as it dissolves. 
In animal experiments, the 
resulting therapy provided 
glucose control up to three 
times longer than treatments 
currently on the market.

Currently, the longest-acting 
glucose control treatment on 
the market, dulaglutide, requires 
a once-weekly injection, while 
standard insulin therapies are 

often injected twice or more every day.
The researchers also said that 

because the drug is synthesized inside 
E. coli bacterial cultures instead of 
mammalian cells, it is cheaper and faster 
to produce, making it a potential target 
for use in developing countries once it is 
commercialized.

Consumers in Adelaide, Australia 
are taking part in a University of 

Adelaide research study to help realize 
the potential for edible insects as a food 
industry.

Consumer attitudes are being put 
to the test at Adelaide Central Market 
with an offering of roasted crickets and 
ants, mealworm cookies and cricket 
energy bars.

"We want to further investigate 
consumers' attitudes towards edible 
insects, evaluate taste preferences and 
consumers' willingness to buy such 
products," said researchers behind the 
study. "We will also be asking consumers 
questions relating to food neophobia 
— reluctance to eat novel or new foods 
— and will also be interested to see if a 
consumer's ethnicity influences their 
acceptance of edible insects."

In a preliminary online survey of 820 
Australian consumers, the researchers 
found that 20 percent had tried edible 
insects. Of those surveyed, 46 percent 
said they would be willing to try a cookie 
made from insect flour. Consumers also 
said they were most likely to try flavored 
or roasted insects and least likely to want 
to try cockroaches or spiders.

In Australia, edible insects remain an 

emerging agricultural industry. Consumer 
research is needed to improve consumer 
acceptance of edible insects, so as to 
realize their potential as an alternate 
protein source, said the researchers. 
For the taste test, the researchers 
chose products that consumers are 
most likely to react positively towards 
and represented a good spread of the 
available insect products in Australia's 
marketplace.

The researchers hope to be able to 
pinpoint target markets for edible insects 
and ways of encouraging their uptake 
by consumers not only in the domestic 

market, but also as a high-value product 
for the export market.

Edible insects could play a role in global 
food security. Issues such as climate 
change, increasing global population, 
scarcity of agricultural land and rapidly 
changing consumer preferences, 
particularly in developing countries 
where there is increasing demand for high 
quality animal protein.

These food security issues will only be 
overcome by a shift in food consumption 
habits, particularly when we are talking 
about meat consumption. Edible insects 
could provide one solution. 

Edible insects to help global food security
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There is nothing more depressing or empty looking than a blank wall. 
But decorating with art can be tricky, so much so that it is easy for us 

to get scared off before we even begin. To avoid making some of the most 
common decorating faux pas with art, check out these rules on what to do 
or not to do when using art to decorate.

Do not think that art has to be expensive. You can hang gallery walls 
of family photographs or mount pieces of fabric or wallpaper. There are a 
growing number of affordable online galleries available to peruse.

Do use your walls as a showcase for your own photographs. Have your 
photos blown up and then use a spray adhesive to mount them on a piece 
of foam core. Do not hang artwork too high. The center point of either a 
single picture or a grouping of works should be at eye level.

Do hang art in every room in the house. Do not forget about the dining 
room, bathroom and even the kitchen. Do not hang a tiny piece on a big wall. 
If you have a small piece you want to hang, put it in a frame that has a large 
mat. Do use picture-hanging hooks rather than nails or screws. They can 
take a large amount of weight (up to 50kg for some sizes). Use two hooks 
per piece because it helps it remain level. Do not try to hang art by yourself. 
It is always better to have at least two people so one can hold it in place 
and the other can step back and make sure the placement is correct.

Do treat several pieces as one unit during the hanging process.
Do not hang pieces too far apart from each other. Approximately 5cm 

(sometimes less) on either side and below and above is enough space.
Do plan out a photo wall in advance. Place them on the ground in front 

of the wall and play around with the arrangement until you find one that 
satisfies you. Do not forget about balance and end up hanging all the large 
pieces in one area and all the small ones in another. The same goes for 
similar frames. Mix things around until you feel they are visually balanced.

Do lean artwork against a wall in some areas. A piece sitting on a console 
table or mantle leaning against the wall can look very stylish. Layer a few 
pieces together for a striking display.

Dazzle in your finest this 
festive season with Iconic’s 

Eid collection, your perfect bet to 
add glamour to the celebrations. 
Make a statement by stepping out 
in key pieces from the collection like 
glamorous maxi dresses, evening 
gowns, matching sets and floaty 
blouses. 

If sequins are not your style, opt for 
a more oriental themed outfit with 
Asian motifs, florals with a metallic 
twist. Add a tropical twist to your 
looks this season with maxi dresses 
in summer floras, tribal details in 
bright summer hues.  Channel the 
Victorian era in structured feminine 
silhouettes with jewel details for that 
touch of elegant glamour when you 
attend lavish gatherings with friends 
and family. Step away from the usual 
and explore the more glam side with 

a collection that embodies a daring 
fashion in pieces with a touch of 
metallic, lurex, and reptile print. 

Men don’t need to feel left behind 
with a festive collection that’s just 
as impressive as the women’s line. 

Tailored blazers teamed with printed 
tees and fitted trousers will have 
you looking dapper and ready for the 
celebrations.

Let ICONIC help you make your 
fashion choices this season while you 
spend that much need quality time 
with your family. Head over to ICONIC 
and shop the latest Eid collection 
available at The Avenues, The Mall, 
Level 1, Salam Mall in Salmiya and 
Sama Mall, Fintas.

ICONIC presents stunning

Eid collection

There is a certain kind of woman 
who appears effortlessly styled 

wherever she goes. This woman is 
known as a fashion girl — the type who 
just understands outfit proportions, 
layering tricks, and how to pull off the 
trend of the moment. To help you be 
that fashion girl, here are some styling 
secrets fashion girls live by.

Master the basics first: Fashion girls 
aren't above the basics; they just know 
how to rock them. T-shirts, skinny 
black pants, and a classic pump are all 
among stylish women's must haves.
Change your look with layers: In a 
fashion girl's closet, a sheath dress 
isn't just a sheath dress, it might also 
be a jumper. They look to transform 
staples like a great LBD into a fabulous 
day dress by adding a collared shirt or 
pretty blouse underneath. Just start 
experimenting with your layers; you 
never know what combinations you 
will love.
Never be afraid to mix prints: 
Whoever said you couldn't wear stripes 
with polka dots had no idea just how 
cool they would look together. Fashion 
girls never play by the rules; they enjoy 
mixing up splashy prints with ease. If 
you're new to the print game, look 
for patterns that have a similar color 
scheme to start, then work your way 
up to bolder, brighter combinations.
Roll up your sleeves: There is more 
than one way to wear a button-down. 
It might just be the easiest trick in 
the book, but rolling up your sleeves 

makes a big difference. It depends on 
the shirt and the look you're going for, 
but rolled sleeves feel more lived-in 
and a little more purposefully styled.
Belt it: For waist definition or an 
added outfit perk, belting has value. 
A skinny one lends polish to finish an 
ensemble, while a wider leather belt 
can define curves and slim the body.
Embrace new trends: You will never 
see a really chic girl going full-throttle 
into this season's trends. Instead, 
fashion girls take on the season's 
must-have pieces, like overalls or 
statement shades, and mix them 
with no-fail favorites, like ankle-strap 
heels and a great tee, to give it their 
own spin.
Have a uniform: Sure, fashion 
girls are bold and brave when it 
comes to trends, but they are also 
pros at crafting their own personal 
style. Sometimes, it's not about 
knowing every trend, it's just about 
comprehending what works for you.
Add a striped shirt to anything: 
It's a known fact in the fashion world 
that striped shirts go with everything. 
You can even try pairing your trusty 
shirt with slacks or ankle pants in 
a different stripped print. They are 
perennially chic and easy to style, 
calling to mind great Parisian fashion 
icons every time you do. 

Styling 
    tricks 

fashion girls 
live by
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Amazon creating supermarkets 
without sales people and doing 

delivery using drones, McDonald’s 
replacing all its cashiers with self-
serve kiosks, and Caterpillar investing 
in driverless tractors, are just a 
glimpse of what the future holds 
as many traditional jobs are lost to 
automation.

The World Economic Forum 
predicts that by 2020 over five million 
jobs, in fields like manufacturing and 
customer service, will disappear. 

Meanwhile, the demand for jobs 
that require technical skills continues 
to rise and not be met. Jobs that 
require coding skills are multiplying 
and growing fifty-percent faster than 
the market overall. As more industries 
become digitized and compound the 
need for technical talent, the problem 

only becomes more exacerbated. 
In the increasingly competitive 

market for talent, tech companies 
are leading a new type of labor 
innovation: retraining as the new 
recruiting. Although investments 
in computer science education and 
vocational schools will be invaluable 
in the long run, retraining offers 
a more immediate solution. As 
companies in other industries race to 
be on the forefront of innovation, they 
should adopt not just Silicon Valley’s 
technological contributions, but also 
the blueprints for retraining talent. 

Rather than pour more money 
into the recruiting battle, companies 
should test strategies for developing 
the technical talent they need by 
looking to retrain in house. Rather 
than recruit outsiders, many 

companies are finding it more efficient 
to retrain their own staff, especially 
if there are staff who are likely to be 
retrenched as a result of automation.

Enabling employees from within 
has allowed companies to not only fill 
open technical roles faster, but also to 

retain the institutional and product 
knowledge that employees had 
already developed. Tech companies 
are also pioneering new training 
programs for their own staff to develop 
emerging skills, rather than going out 
into the recruiting market to seek an 

ideal candidate., Companies in other 
industries should also be looking at 
developing similarly resourceful and 
nimble training practices to develop 
their existing talent. A commitment 
to educating and up-skilling workers 
also allows companies to differentiate 
themselves in the recruiting process. 

As employers strive to retain and 
recruit their workforce, providing 
employees the opportunity to develop 
new skills and progress in their 
careers is one of the most competitive 
benefits companies can offer.

Whether it is to develop technical 
talent that has yet to exist or to 
provide career opportunities for 
existing employees, companies at 
every stage are beginning to use 
retraining as a dynamic tool for 
developing a modern workforce.

Tech industry shows retraining is the new recruiting

Logitech reveals wireless 
charging mouse pad

Logitech has just revealed a new Powerplay 
technology that builds wireless charging 

directly into its mouse pad, allowing compatible 
wireless mice to charge constantly while on the pad. 

The wireless charging tech built inside 
the Powerplay mouse mat is proprietary to 
Logitech, and the company claims it took more 
than four years of research and development 
to make it a reality. It cannot be overstated just 
how ingenious and appropriate this is; the only 
skepticism is about whether it works quite as well 
as Logitech promises. The idea of the wireless 
charging causing no interference to the wireless 
data transfer for the mouse to communicate with 
a PC certainly needs to be tested. If it works as 
advertised, though, Powerplay pads would never 
need to look back

Alongside the Logitech G Powerplay, which 
is to be priced at $99.99 and released in August, 
Logitech has also announced the first two mice 
officially compatible with it: the G903 and G703. 
The G903 is a very modest upgrade from the G900 
while the G703 is practically identical to the well 
liked G403; both of the two new models use the 
PMW3366 optical sensor and just add improved 
switches rated to last longer. The G903 will cost 
$149.99 and the G703 will be $99.99 when they go 
on sale later this month.

AndroidPay users will now be able to use 
their Google’s mobile wallet for Android 

devices to transfer money from one country 
to family and friends in another, using 
the services provided by WorldRemit, the 
remittance startup connected to around 120 
million mobile money accounts globally.

Android Pay will be used for paying into the 
app; those receiving the money can specify any 
mobile bank account to collect the transferred 
funds. This is a first for Android Pay, which up to 
now has been used for in-app and contactless 
payments and to make person-to-person (P2P) 
transfers to people in the same country, but 
never international P2P money transfers.

Google has seen some interesting recent 
milestones since launching Android Pay in 2015, 
including a recent partnership with PayPal, 
integrating it with Facebook’s Messenger for 
group payments, and an expanded payment 
API to boost ubiquity for Android Pay across 
many more apps and transactional scenarios.

Android Pay today has around 25 million 
users across 15 countries, and linking up with 
WorldRemit, and eventually other remittance 
companies, could give usage of the wallet a 
boost, both in terms of user numbers and also 
transactions.

According to World Bank estimates, 
remittances were a $442 billion market in 
2016. Only a small part of that runs through 
new apps like WorldRemit’s and gets 
terminated (that is, the money gets picked 
up) in mobile wallets: a significant proportion 
still runs on legacy platforms such as Western 

Union and MoneyGram, and terminates at 
physical stores. However, there are still 2 
billion people in the developing world who 
are ‘unbanked’ — that is, without traditional 
bank accounts — but about half a billion are 
already using their mobiles as bank accounts 
(essentially, paying money into and out of 
their mobile voice and data accounts). So 
unsurprisingly, remittance companies have 
spotted an opportunity to move some of the 
huge market for remittances to mobile.

A large proportion of WorldRemit’s users are 
in developing markets, and about 60 percent 
of its customers are using Android devices, 
and the company already claims a 74 percent 
market share of all international remittances 
going into mobile money accounts, so adding 
Google’s payment platform was a logical 
move. For Google, this could be a way to tap 
more people who are already Android users 
but have yet to make the move to activate and 
use Android Pay.

Android Pay now used for international P2P transfers

Instagram’s new ‘archive’ 
feature available to 

everyone from this week, 
allows users to hide any of 
their posts from anyone 
else – either permanently or 
indefinitely. 

You can archive any photo 
or video on your profile by 
tapping the ‘three-dot’ button 
in the top right of the post, and 
then selecting ‘archive’.

After being archived, these posts move into 

a special section of the app 
located at the top right corner 
of your profile. This archive 
page and all the posts inside it 
are only visible to you. You can 
opt to eventually unarchive a 
photo and ‘show on profile’, or 
just leave it there forever for 
your personal records.

The feature is slightly 
reminiscent of Snapchat’s 
Memories section, which is 

designed to hold photos and videos you capture 

for posterity, but do not necessarily want to 
share with friends or on your story. The only 
difference is you cannot post an Instagram 
directly to the archive folder — the photo has to 
be in the public domain at least for a second so 
you can switch pages and add it to your archive.

It will be interesting to see if Instagram ever 
launches a feature to keep a photo private from 
the start — almost like a built-in ‘finstagram’, 
which is what some people call their second, 
‘fake’ and secret Instagram account designed to 
memorialize personal photos and maybe share 
them with very close friends and family.

Instagram launches ‘archive’ feature to hide photos
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In Trinidad: Capture the town’s classic colonial 
vibe: Cuba is famously a country frozen in time 
— something both frustrating and alluring — 
and nowhere is the time warp more evident 
than in Trinidad. The bright Spanish colonial 
architecture, cobblestone streets, and numerous 

horse-carts make a stroll through town akin to 
walking onto a 1850s movie set. Plaza Mayor, 
flanked by the golden-hued church Iglesia 
Parroquial de la Santisima Trinidad, is the place 
to point your camera lens back through history. 

Find the music: Trinidad and pretty much 
all Cuban cities have live music happening 
on or around every corner. Stop by the small 
plaza midway up the stairs next to the Iglesia 
Parroquial off Plaza Mayor for the nightly salsa 
show, or simply take a seat on any bench and 
wait for a guitarist to wander past.
Spend the night in a casa particular: In a town 
chock-full of colonial-style mansions decked out 
with antique rocking chairs, vintage chandeliers, 
and sunny courtyards, it is an especially smart 
plan to stay in a casa particular (private bed-
and-breakfast). 

In Santa Clara: Pay homage to Che Guevara: 
No matter how you feel about Argentinian 

revolutionary ‘El Che,’ Santa Clara is the city to 
revisit his massive mark on history. In addition 
to the big draws of Che Guevara Mausoleum, 
which houses his remains, and the Tren Blindado 
park exhibit, which details the battle of Santa 
Clara, keep an eye out for the smaller displays, 
too. 
Check out vibrant Parque Vidal: Set right in 
the center of town, it is impossible to miss Vidal 
Park, an open-air theater. The park is surrounded 
by eye-catching examples of colonial, Art Deco, 
and neo-classical architecture. Snag a seat and 
watch the drama unfold in the most charming 
of settings.
Eat traditional food at a local paladar: Dining 
at paladares, small family-run restaurants, is 
one of the best ways to discover local Cuban 
cuisine. The only trick is that many bill in 

national pesos rather than the convertible 
pesos (CUCs) most tourists carry. Cuba operates 
with two different currency systems, which can 
be incredibly confusing at times, but it is well 
worth to carry a bit of both types of cash. 

In Santiago de Cuba: Follow your ears: The 
sounds of Santiago de Cuba alone will reel 
you in — trumpets, bongos, guitars, clapping, 
stomping, you name it. Live music is happening 
all over this vibrant city, but one of the best 
places to catch traditional beats is at Santiago’s 

Casa de la Trova. The doors are flung wide to 
spirited Heredia Street late afternoon till late 
night. Hit the small dance floor, cram yourself 
onto one of the narrow benches, or join the 
crowds grooving right outside.
Climb the Padre Pico steps: Calle Padre Pico 

is one of the most famous streets in Santiago, 
thanks to its famous stairs. Commissioned in 
1899 by Emilio Bacardi Moreau, the staircase 
has become a city symbol. The steps stand at 
the gateway to Tivoli, Santiago’s picturesque old 
French quarter, settled by Haitian colonists in 
the late 18th century. Walk them as you wander 
through, snapping photos

In Baracoa: Peruse the bustling main drag: 
Half the fun of getting to laid-back Baracoa, 
a city separated from the rest of Cuba for 450 
years due to a mountainous buffer zone, is the 
windy, vista-filled road you will take. Called La 
Farola (The Lighthouse Road), this paved path 
was a gift to the city’s loyal revolutionaries from 
Fidel Castro in 1964. It snakes through pine-
coved mountains to sink into a lush tropical 
paradise. Everything is walkable in this small 
settlement, and the action —performance art, 
buskers, hawkers, shows, and much more — 
happens right out in the street.

Sample a beloved local concoction: 
Sweet cucurucho, a tasty mix of coconut, sugar, 
honey, nuts, guava, papaya, and more (each 
blend is different), is a foodie craze just waiting 
to happen. Ingeniously packaged in a palm frond 
and secured with a hook for easy transportation, 
simply scoop out the delicious paste with your 
fingers and pop it into your mouth. Locals claim 
the campesinos (country people) make the 
best stuff, so look out for roadside sellers just 
outside of town.
Watch for rogue waves: Baracoa’s expansive 
coastal road, Los Martires Avenue, is reminiscent 
of Havana’s Malecón. A long wall hugs the 
Atlantic, with views of the open sea, waving 
palms, and purple mountains in the distance. 
Strong waves surge mightily against the rocky 
edge, though — sometimes right over the top. 

When in 

Five must-visit cities

CUBA 
Like its Caribbean neighbors, Cuba 
boasts some great strips of sand. 
But the real soul of this country 
lies within its vibrant cities. 
From legendary Havana, colonial 
Trinidad, liberal Santa Clara, music-
loving Santiago de Cuba, and off-
the-beaten path Baracoa, here are 
some other compelling reasons to 
explore this storied island.

In Havana: Wander the energetic 
side streets: The biggest city in the 
Caribbean, Havana is an overwhelming 
mix of magnificently dilapidated colonial 
architecture, rickety bicycle-taxis, and bright 
1950s cars. This is a place where life is lived 
out in the open, so to experience it fully, do 
not just hit the main streets of Old Town and 
Habana Vieja. Instead, make your way down 
a few residential blocks. You might just see a 
rough-and-tumble game of street baseball, 

be offered a fresh sandwich for mere cents, 
or get pulled into an impromptu dance party. 
Discover the ultimate people-watching 
destination: The Malecón, a promenade 
along the city’s coastline, is never empty. 
By day, fishermen line the rocky outcrops 
beyond the cement ledge while hawkers 
and food carts cater to passerby; at night, 
this is the meeting place for lovers, sunset-
gazers, and anyone looking for cheap 
entertainment. 
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New oil and gas tenders accounted for KD672 

million of the total contracts awarded in 1Q-2017, 
but it is project initiatives in the construction, 
power and water sectors that account for much 
of the KD6.2 billion in contracts currently out for 
tender. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Public Works 
(MPW), which contracts out the government’s 
construction and mega-projects, is set to award 
a further KD2.3 billion, or 37 percent of total 
contracts, between second and fourth quarters 
of 2017.

With the government’s commitment to its 
ambitious Kuwait National Development Plan 
(KNDP) which was renamed in early 2017 as ‘New 
Kuwait’ or ‘Kuwait Vision 2035’, the projects 
pipeline appears to be bright. The  New Kuwait 
plan, which envisions transforming the country 
into a regional financial, cultural and trade hub, 
will bring together a number of ongoing initiatives 
into a renewed and more comprehensive vision 
for the country’s development, which includes 
structural and fiscal reforms, as well as capital 

spending plans. 
The development plan targets investment of 

KD34 billion through 2020, about a third of which 
will come from the private sector. While the MPW 
acts as the government’s general contractor, 
the building work itself is subcontracted to the 
private sector. Thirteen major construction 
contracts, valued at over KD2 billion are currently 
being implemented through the ministry’s 
construction division, while an additional set 
of projects, valued at KD1.8 billion are at the 
design stage. A number of schemes are also 
being implemented as public-private partnership 
projects (PPP), including the Al-Zour North and 
the Khairan Integrated Power Generation and 
Water Desalination projects. 

Some of the mega-projects under 
implementation by the MPW include the Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah Causeway (SJSC), the 
Mubarak Al Kabeer Port in Boubiyan Island and a 
major airport expansion at Kuwait International 
Airport.

The Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah Causeway 

(SJSC), which is scheduled for completion in 
November 2018, is currently one of the largest 
infrastructure ventures in Kuwait and the region. 
Once complete, the route will span 37.5km in 
length making it the fourth-largest causeway 
in the world. The SJSC, which will start from Al 
Shuwaikh Port in the capital, has two spans — 
a larger one extending across Kuwait Bay to Al 
Sabiyah region in the north-east, and a shorter 
span linking to Doha region, lying to the west of 
Kuwait City.

The causeway’s link to Al-Sabiyah is of strategic 
importance to the country, as the government 
has approved the master-plan for developing its 
futuristic Silk City in that area. The mega-city is 
projected to accommodate 700,000 residents 
within a designated urban area of 250 km, with 
the first phase expected to be completed by 
2023. According to the original blueprint, the city 
is planned to be a vital hub in attempts to revive 
the ancient Silk Route linking Asia to Europe. 

Another project aimed at bolstering Kuwait’s 
marine transport and infrastructural capacity 

is the KD3 billion, Mubarak Al Kabeer Port. The 
2-square kilometer commercial container facility 
is aimed at supporting Kuwait’s future economic 
growth by acting as trade and transport hub in 
the northern Gulf.

A major airport expansion project is also being 
implemented at Kuwait International Airport 
aimed at boosting Kuwait’s global connectivity. 
In May, a consortium led by Turkish construction 
company Limak Insaat began construction 
work on the KD1.3 billion passenger terminal. 
Simultaneously, a KD149 million project for 
the construction of new runways and related 
work at the airport was awarded in the first 
quarter of 2017. On completion, slated for 2023, 
the expanded airport will cover an area of over 
700,000 square meters and have the capacity to 
handle 25 million passengers annually.

With the government’s renewed commitment 
to ‘New Kuwait’, the projects pipeline looks 
upbeat, but future funding could become 
challenging, unless oil prices pick up or fiscal 
adjustments are introduced. 

Projects continue despite financial constrains

Turkish FM visits Kuwait for talks on Gulf crisis

  Romanian Ambassador visits
The Times Kuwait office

Ambassador of Romania to Kuwait H.E. Daniel Tanase visited The 
Times Kuwait offices last week and met with Managing Editor 

Reaven D’Souza. Several issues related to regional and international 
developments were discussed.

Turkish embassy marks Ramadan 
 with special diwaniya gathering

The Ambassador of the Republic 
of Turkey to Kuwait H.E. Murat 

Tamer marked the Holy Month of 
Ramadan with a special gathering 
at the Turkish Embassy Diwaniya on 
Monday, 12 June. The event included 
diplomats, members of the Turkish 
community and media.

Kuwait-born film maker Bini 
Noble shines in Hollywood

Continued from Page 7

Since we met last, Bini has been in discussions on projects in the Bollywood 
film industry. She is soon going to co-produce Bollywood music-director 
Krsna’s international music label ‘Panoctave Music’ that will launch a myriad 
of music talent around the world. She has also started writing and developing 
some scripts that will be co-productions with some directors and producers/
production companies in India. 

Creative, talented, hardworking and a woman who stands tall and strong, Bini 
has all the ingredients for success and is sure to shine bigger and brighter in the 
years to come.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
arrived in Kuwait on Thursday and held talks 

with First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Sabah on ways to 
resolve the ongoing standoff between Qatar and 
its Gulf neighbors — Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 
Bahrain.

The Turkish foreign minister discussed with his 
Kuwaiti counterpart “regional and international 
developments,” and was apprised of the mediation 
efforts undertaken by His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah to resolve the 
situation.

The three Gulf countries, along with Egypt, 
Libya, Yemen and the Maldives severed all relations 
with Qatar on 5 June citing security and stability 
concerns and accusing Qatar of sponsoring 
terrorism. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Cavusoglu had met with 
Qatar’s emir Shaikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and 

the country’s Foreign Minister Shaikh Mohammad 
Bin Abdul Rahman Al Thani. The Turkish foreign 
minister also plans to visit Saudi Arabia on Friday 
for talks with King Salman.

“We want to hear the views of Saudi Arabia 
regarding possible solutions and will share with 
them our views in a transparent way ... We pay a 
great attention to our relations with them,” Mr. 
Cavusoglu said.

“We are trying hard to prevent any escalation 
and find a quick solution to the crisis ... Resolving 
the crisis is not through taking (boycott) decisions 
but through dialogue,” Cavusoglu said.

The crisis has put Turkey in a delicate position 
as Ankara regards Qatar as its chief ally in the Gulf 
but is also keen to maintain its improving relations 
with the key regional power Saudi Arabia. Turkey 
is also eager to maintain workable relations with 
Iran, Saudi Arabia’s foe with whom Doha’s critics 
say Qatar maintained excessively close ties.






