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Assurances to pay, 
as workers still 
remain unpaid

Domestic labor 
offices in Kuwait 
faces huge crisis

9 11LOCAL LOCAL

The latest Construction Intelli-
gence Center (CIC) reveals that 

the construction sector in Kuwait is 
likely to continue being the main ingre-
dient spurring economic growth in the 
country.

The report titled ‘Construction in 
Kuwait – Key Trends and Opportunities 
to 2020’ and published by Timetric, 
a leading provider of online data, 
analysis and advisory services on 

key global financial and industry 
sectors, notes that Compound 
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) for 
Kuwait construction sector will be 
6.44 percent for the period 2016-
2020. This growth will be mainly from 

government initiatives and public-
private partnership projects that aim 
to boost infrastructure development 
and enhance production from the 
country’s oil and gas industry.

Reinforcing the Timetric report, 
a new study by Business News for 
Construction (BNC), a primary source 
for information on the construction 
industry in the Middle East, shows 
that over KD15 billion (US$50bn) 
worth of projects are in the initial 
stages of construction in Kuwait. 
Moreover, 11 projects under the 
concept or design phases are worth 
KD300 million ($1bn) or more, and 
have a combined estimated value 
of KD10.3 billion ($33.8bn), the BNC 
report disclosed.

The combined estimated value 
of all 722 active projects in Kuwait 
is KD71.5 billion ($234bn), with the 
urban construction sector listing 
the highest number of projects, 
representing nearly 73 percent of all 
construction activities in the country. 
An estimated KD9 billion ($29bn) 
worth of building projects, including 
the South Saad Al Abdullah New City 
KD1.22 billion ($4bn) and the Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad City KD910 million ($3bn).

Continued on Page 13

Construction sector, catalyst for economic growth

US President Donald Trump’s 
brilliant idea to build a 1,600-

km long wall along the US-Mexican 
border to keep out illegal Mexican 
immigrants is just as ineffectual as 
Kuwaiti lawmaker Safa Al Hashem’s 
call for taxing remittances of for-
eign workers.

The US president and the Kuwaiti 
lawmaker both claim their aim is 
to keep out illegal migrants who 

unduly access the country’s social 
care resources and expropriate jobs 
from national manpower. 

In America, Trump’s wall 
has run into a funding problem. 
Building the magnificent wall 
would cost the American taxpayer 
somewhere between US$20 and 30 
billion — money which the Trump 
administration is finding hard to find. 

Continued on Page 4

Trump’s wall and taxing remittance
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pesticides. The leak killed an estimated 15,000-
20,000 people, and left several thousand more 
with permanent disabilities. The plant was 
understaffed, and had substandard operating 
and safety procedures. None of the six safety 
systems that could have prevented the accident 
was operational.

The Bhopal tragedy remains the world’s worst 
industrial disaster. But it is just a small part of 
an enormous tableau of needless suffering. The 
World Health Organization estimates that there 
are three million cases of pesticide poisoning 
worldwide each year, leading to up to 250,000 
deaths.

In 1996, for example, insecticide-treated 
brown beans, purportedly stored for planting, 
found their way onto the market in Nigeria, a 
‘leak’ connected with the 
deaths of a number of people 
in the southwest region of the 
country. In 2013, in India, an 
organophosphate pesticide 
killed 23 children, who 
ate a lunch of tainted rice, 
potatoes, and soy.

These sorts of tragedies 
happen even when guidelines 
for pesticide registration and 
use are in place. In Nigeria, 
for example, the National 
Agency for Food and Drug 
Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) banned 30 
agrochemicals (pesticides 
and fertilizers) in 2008, after 
a number of deaths and poisonings. But it was 
inadequate to prevent the deaths from pesticide 
poisoning of 18 people in Nigeria’s Ondo state in 
2015.

And the danger of inadequate regulation is 
not limited to acute disasters. The accumulation 
of toxic substances from chemicals applied both 
in the field and in storage also contributes to the 
continuous decline in the quality of our natural 
environment – namely, our soil, water, and air.

More than 250 studies have linked 
agrochemicals to several types of cancers, 
including cancers of the brain, breast, colon, 
liver, lungs, prostate, and thyroid. Children, in 
particular, seem to be susceptible to the toxic 
effects of pesticides: research shows that the 
increased incidence of childhood leukemia 
and brain cancer could be the result of early 
exposure. And exposure to such chemicals has 
been linked to a variety of birth defects.

All of this paints a grim picture of what could 
happen in the US if the EPA’s opponents — who 
now include the agency’s director — get their 
way. In 2006 and 2007, the US used more than 
five billion pounds of pesticides annually — and 
that was with EPA regulations in place. Without 
adequate regulation, those quantities are likely 
to rise. Of course, the US is not the only country 
at risk from excessive use of organophosphates. 
While pesticide use in developing countries 
is much lower than in the US, data from the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) show a steady increase 
in countries in Africa and Asia. Farmers in these 
regions are understandably looking for easy 
ways to reduce crop losses and increase their 
income. And there are few regulations in place 

to stop them.
In fact, the FAO reports 

that most pesticide-poisoning 
cases occur in developing 
countries, precisely because 
health standards there tend 
to be inadequate or non-
existent. The UN report 
found that only 35 percent 
of developing countries 
had regulatory guidance on 
pesticide use, and all of them 
struggle with enforcement.

Developing countries must 
implement more effective 
mechanisms for monitoring 
the agrochemicals that are 
in circulation. They must also 

work to reduce the use of toxic chemicals to 
control pests and increase yields, especially by 
promoting organic alternatives that do not pose 
widespread health and environmental risks.

Such organic methods were used for 
centuries before the advent of modern synthetic 
pesticides in the 1940s. For example, organic 
manure can help boost crop yields, as can bio-
pesticides, derived from plants. Such natural 
methods, which are both effective and non-
toxic, should be adopted not just in developing 
countries, but around the world.

Synthetic pesticides may have a place in 
helping to feed an increasingly hungry world, 
especially in developing countries. But we must 
imagine how many unnecessary poisonings and 
deaths will occur unless they are deployed with 
the utmost care and restraint. If Americans 
cannot imagine that, Pruitt’s dream, if not 
reconsidered, will become their nightmare.

More than 250 studies 
have linked agrochemicals 
to several types of cancers, 

including cancers of the 
brain, breast, colon, liver, 

lungs, prostate, and thyroid.

SPOTLIGHT

A new report issued by the United Nations 
(UN) takes a controversial stance on 

synthetic pesticides. The conventional wisdom 
is that they are essential to feed the world’s 
growing population, which is expected to hit 
nine billion by 2050. But the report’s authors 
call our reliance on synthetic pesticides “a short-
term solution that undermines the right to 
adequate food and health for present and future 
generations.” They are right.

As a scientist from Nigeria whose work 
focuses on controlling post-harvest losses, I 
have seen first-hand what happens when the use 
of synthetic pesticides is not properly regulated. 
Yet much of the world is still following the 
conventional wisdom, with dire consequences 
for public health.

The United States seems poised to increase 
its already extensive pesticide use further. Last 
month, former Oklahoma Attorney General 
Scott Pruitt was confirmed as director of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. Pruitt, 
who sued the EPA many times in his previous 
job, seems intent on slashing its budget and 
dismantling many of its regulations, including 
those for pesticides, which are essential to 
ensuring food safety.

Anybody who consumes food grown or 
produced in the US should now be worried. 
Indeed, dismantling the EPA amounts to arming 

a public-health time bomb — one that has 
detonated repeatedly in developing countries.

In 1984, a pesticide-manufacturing plant 
in Bhopal, India, released 27 tons of methyl 
isocyanate, a gas used to produce some 

Mojisola Ojebode  
Nigerian biochemist and the founder and product 
developer at Moepelorse Bio Resources, is a Global 
Innovation through Science and Technology (GIST) 
awardee and an Aspen New Voices fellow. Follow 
her on Twitter @OjebodeMojisola.

The Pesticide Threat 
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The global oil market is a volatile place. 
But, abstracting from high-frequency 

fluctuations, average annual world prices (in US 
dollars) plummeted about 60 percent between 
2012 and 2016. So how do countries like Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Venezuela cope with a 
collapse in the price of their dominant (and in 
some cases, only) export?

A textbook response suggests that a 
government should adjust fiscal expenditures in 
response to permanent (or very persistent) drops 
in export and budget revenues. A government can 
finance external and fiscal deficits if the shock is 
perceived as short-lived.

Highlighting the dramatic economic effects 
of oil producers’ reversal of fortune, the figure 
below compares the sum of the balances (surplus 
or deficit) in the general government’s budget 
and the external balance, as measured by the 
current account, for 18 oil producers, with both 
components scaled to nominal GDP. In the 
majority of cases, the twin surpluses of 2011, prior 
to the peak in oil prices, gave way to substantial 
twin deficits in 2016. A swing amounting to 30 
percentage points of GDP (and sometimes much 
larger) is not uncommon in this group. The fact 
that the twin deficits remain so large in most 
cases is an indication that even with substantial 
adjustment efforts in some countries, much of 
the shortfall in export and fiscal revenue was 
financed with new domestic and external debt. In 
hyperinflationary Venezuela, printing money was 
the primary method of government finance.

Some countries, notably Saudi Arabia, which 
issued the largest volume of external debt of any 
emerging market in October 2016, started with a 
clean balance sheet — no outstanding debt and a 
high stock of assets. But even with such favorable 
initial conditions in ‘stocks’, the combination 
of record or near-record twin deficits financed 
through reserve losses and US dollar-denominated 
debt has led to a spate of credit-rating downgrades, 
with the most recent coming from Fitch last week. 
Of course, not every downgrade is followed by a 
default; but the direction is hardly encouraging, 
especially given the pace of deterioration.

Will an oil-price recovery reverse this trend?
Cycles in oil and commodity prices are 

notoriously difficult to predict. Some oil-market 
bulls nowadays are pointing to a recovery in global 
demand. Arguments for this view range from 

those emphasizing comparatively low inventories 
in Europe, Japan, and other places, to those 
pointing to the recent surge in North America of 
consumer purchases of gas-guzzling vehicles, like 
SUVs and trucks. 

But the bullish view is by no means 
unchallenged. Prevalent among the reasons 
listed by those forecasting a continued slump in 
oil prices are some of the old usual suspects. The 
Saudis’ inability to rein in production among some 
of OPEC’s poorer members in dire need of foreign 
exchange is an old (and usually relevant) story. 
Complicating matters for Saudi efforts to stabilize 
prices is the comparatively new challenge of rapid 
growth in US production.

Indeed, the most recent data indicate that the 
recent setback in the WTI Crude Oil price has not 
slowed the growth in the Crude Oil Rotary Rig 
Count, which increased sharply in the week ending 
March 24. The rise took the Rig Count to its highest 
level since September 2015, as US production has 
replaced cutbacks by OPEC and other producers, 
and US inventories have set new record highs each 
of the last five weeks.

Judging from their actions, the governments 
of several oil-producing countries appear to 
be betting that the slide in oil prices is either 
over or about to end soon. Gulf countries are 
forecast to issue sovereign debt in possibly record 

FOCUS

How to Handle an Oil Shock

Carmen Reinhart  
Professor of the International Financial System 
at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of 
Government 

magnitudes. As for external debt, these countries 
are expected to drive the bulk of 2017 sovereign 
issuance, according to a recent report by Bank 
of America Merrill Lynch, which estimates that 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Kuwait, together with 
Argentina, will account for 37 percent of the total. 
Like Saudi Arabia until recently, Kuwait has no 
external sovereign debt outstanding.

If oil prices fail to recover, however, this surge in 
debt issuance could backfire. Furthermore, issuing 
dollar-denominated debt carries an additional 
risk and cost in the event of currency depreciation 
(or devaluation) for those with an exchange rate 

pegged to the US dollar. While the future of oil 
prices is uncertain, the fate of countries that 
have treated adverse shocks as temporary and 
reversible, and were then proven wrong, has 
seldom been encouraging. 

The fact that international financial markets 
welcome the placement of new debt by countries 
with obviously large and unresolved twin deficits 
primarily reflects their search for any kind of yield 
in an era of exceptionally low global interest rates. 
These countries’ leaders should not interpret 
demand for their debt as a vote of confidence in 
their policies and economies.

Continued from Page 1

Recent simulations by the United States 
Government Accountability Office suggest 
that a potential fine of 7 percent on remitters 
without legal status in the US would raise 
less than $1 billion in revenue, and chances 
are the revenue would fall below the cost of 
tax administration to administer and enforce 
the tax. Even if we assume that is $1 billion 
in the Trump Wall kitty, we still need to find 
another couple of billions before the concrete 
pumps will even begin moving to the border. 
But the administration’s attempts to find more 
funds by cutting medical and other social care 
to those who need it the most and can least 
afford it were recently trumped by lawmakers 
in the Senate. 

And, though he had promised to make the 
Mexican government pay for the wall during 
his election campaign, President Trump failed 
to convince his Mexican counterpart President 
Enrique Peña Nieto about the merits of the 
wall, even after he pointed out the wall’s 
potential to keep out unsavory Americans. 

Moving to the Middle-East, and specifically 
to lawmaker Safa Al-Hashem’s repeated calls 
to tax the remittances of expatriates, we find 
that it is just another bad idea that lacks any 
merit other than it plays well to her electoral 
constituency. 

Here, we present not just one, but six 
reasons on why taxing outward remittances is 
a stupendously flawed idea.

A tax on remittances will raise the cost of 
remittances; this will be in direct contravention 
to the G20 commitments and the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, 
to which Kuwait is a signatory. It especially 

contravenes with the Sustainable Development 
Goal #10 which calls for reducing remittance 
costs and increasing financial inclusion.

Poor migrant workers are highly sensitive to 
the costs of remittances. A tax on remittances 
will drive these flows to unregulated, informal 
channels, which not only reduces the tax 
revenue with the upcoming VAT in 2018, but 
also increases the cost of tax administration 
and encourages informal channels of money 
flows that raise security risks.

A tax on remittances, especially if it is 
applied selectively to the nationals of a country 
or a region, can redirect flows through third 
countries. The US ban on remittances to Iran 
has forced Iranians in the United States to send 
money through Europe and elsewhere. 

Remittance channels are used also for 
small-value transfers for purposes of trade, 
tourism, investment and philanthropy, these 
latter variables will also be impacted by a 
tax on remittances. Revenue raised from a 
tax on remittances will be negligible relative 
to Kuwait’s revenues. The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) recently estimated that 
a remittance tax of 5 percent across the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states would result 
in revenue of around $4 billion or 0.3 percent of 
GDP of the GCC countries in 2016.

A tax on remittances may drive expatriate 
employees and entrepreneurs to other 
countries with lower taxes. The IMF notes 
that in the past, such taxes have not worked. 
In Gabon (in 2008) and Palau (in 2013), tax 
collections were found to be insignificant.

Those are just five reasons why taxing 
outward remittance is not such a “eureka” 
discovery; we have several more if anyone 
would be interested to know. 

Trump’s wall and taxing remittance
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British Prime Minister Theresa May blinked 
more than once as she prepared to invoke 

Article 50 of the Treaty of Lisbon and initiate 
Britain’s exit from the European Union. According 
to May, Brexit will transform the United Kingdom 
into what she calls “Global Britain.” But what lies 
ahead is really anyone’s guess. The UK has long 
been shorn of its empire; now it will be shorn of 
Europe, too.

Singapore, Switzerland, and Norway are often 
mentioned as models for the UK to follow as it 
pursues its own trade policies outside of the EU. 
This is ironic (or perhaps fitting), given that all 
three are small countries that do not share Great 
Britain’s sense of self-importance in world affairs.

The experience of small states is instructive 
for the UK. From the view of New Zealand or 
Singapore, it is fanciful to think that concluding 
new free-trade agreements with large emerging 
markets such as China and India will come easily 
for the UK. The gestation period for FTAs is long 
even under favorable conditions; and today a 
protectionist cloud hangs over the United States 
and potentially other countries. Signing a new FTA 
with the ‘America First’ Trump administration will 
not be the cakewalk that UK 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson 
and others have promised.

It is telling that the same 
small economies that know the 
most about global engagement 
are consistently pessimistic 
about Brexit. Economic 
policymakers from the Nordics 
and the Netherlands to 
New Zealand and Singapore 
understand that regional 
integration matters, and that 
Brexit will have large negative 
effects.

In the coming months, the 
world’s small, open economies 
will function as canaries in 
the coal mine for the global 
trade system. Small countries 
on the periphery of the EU, such as Norway and 
Switzerland, have learned that benefiting from 
EU integration requires limiting the scope for 
independent domestic policymaking. Given these 
countries’ experience, the Brexiteers should rein 
in their expectations for how much control they 
can realistically ‘take back’.

May’s government has made various 
announcements indicating the types of post-
Brexit policy changes it will pursue. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Philip Hammond, for example, has 

talked about a low-tax, light-regulation model. 
But this model’s success in city-state settings such 
as Singapore, Hong Kong, or Dubai is no guarantee 
that it will work for a G20 economy. Meanwhile, 
May has suggested that the UK will, once again, 
embrace industrial policy, though it remains 
unclear what she means by this.

The UK has always had a high degree of 
autonomy to shape its own economic strategy, but 
Brexit will probably force policymakers to craft a 
comprehensive agenda that makes the country’s 
priorities explicit. As they do, they should 

learn from successful small 
economies.

For starters, small countries 
invest heavily in knowledge 
and human capital at all levels, 
from compulsory, vocational, 
and university education to 
lifelong-learning programs. 
These investments enable 
more people to take advantage 
of the opportunities that 
globalization provides, while 
also increasing productivity 
and wages.

Second, small countries 
have growth policies 
specifically geared toward 
boosting their competitive 
strength in the global economy. 
These measures can take a 

variety of forms, from investment in high-quality 
infrastructure and human capital, to sectorial 
policies that assist certain industries. But all are 
meant to ensure the country’s position near the 
productivity frontier, and within key international 
economic clusters.

Third, because small countries are highly 
exposed to external shocks, they have a range of 
measures in place to manage economic risks and 
ensure resilience. These include well-developed 
social insurance, flexible labor markets, active 

The upcoming Brexit 
negotiations will pose a 

generational challenge for 
the UK. But, beyond handling 
those talks well, the UK also 

needs to develop policies 
that will enable it to navigate 

an ever more challenging 
international environment. 

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

From Great Britain to Little England

Michael O’Sullivan and David Skilling   

labor-market policies, and the fiscal space to 
pursue countercyclical stimulus policies (small 
economies tend to be fiscally conservative, partly 
for this reason).

The upcoming Brexit negotiations will pose a 
generational challenge for the UK. But, beyond 
handling those talks well, the UK also needs to 
develop policies that will enable it to navigate an 
ever more challenging international environment. 
This will require it to do things very differently 
than it has in past decades.

In fact, the UK’s survival could depend on it. 
Brexit, and UK policymakers’ failure to develop 
a coherent, robust economic strategy has 
breathed new life into the Scottish independence 
movement. Many are confident that the 
small-economy model would work well for an 
independent Scotland. To be sure, Scotland has 
significant economic exposures that it needs to 
address, and it might need the security of a larger 
economic unit. But it is not obvious that the UK 
provides such security, especially now that it is on 
a path to leave the EU’s single market and customs 
union.

Independence would allow Scotland to 
develop policies that are more in line with other 
successful small economies – not least by 
retaining EU membership. As Scotland confronts 
the strategic challenges of Brexit, it will also have 
an opportunity to develop policies that are better 
suited to it.

Britain chose to leave the EU because it had 
an outsized opinion of itself. But it will soon have 
to follow a small-country model, like that of 
Switzerland or Norway. Forty years after leaving 
New Zealand in the lurch to join the European 
Economic Community, the UK might soon have 
less access to the European market than New 
Zealand does. Its journey from Great Britain to 
Little England may well be complete.

Michael O’Sullivan is Chief Investment 
Officer in the International Wealth Management 

Division at Credit Suisse. David Skilling is 
Director of Landfall Strategy, a Singapore-based 

economic advisory firm. 

Following on the heels of Brexit, the business 
community is working on plans for a biz-exit. 

Those from overseas have been cancelling plans to 
move in, while those based here look to move out.

Over half of the CEOs who responded to 
a recent KPMG survey said they believed that 
the UK’s ability to do effective business will be 
hindered after leaving the EU. Many businesses 
have begun contingency planning, which involves 
looking at quietly shifting operations on to the 
continent. The key word is ‘quietly’. Most of those 
surveyed — and we are talking about 100 CEOs 
from businesses with turnovers ranging from 
£100 million to £1 billion — probably will not be 
moving their headquarters away from the UK, 
a radical step that tends to generate negative 
headlines. However, setting up European 
subsidiaries, relocating operations, diverting 
investment; all of those can be accomplished 

quietly and with a lot less fuss, bit to the 
detriment of the UK economy’s long-term health.

Lloyd’s of London, the venerable insurance 
market which recently said it was looking at 
setting up a continental hub, is by no means alone.
In another survey by PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
over half of the 115 firms polled declared that 
the general impact of the referendum vote was 
negative, with a mere one in 10 seeing any upside. 
Many of those surveyed were considering their 
options, including either restructuring or out-
and-out relocation.

Unfortunately, there still appears to be a 
perception in some quarters that Europe will 
allow the UK to have its cake and eat it. Real life 
does not work that way; why Europe should agree 
to share their cake and then also wipe the British 
faces clean for them, has never been explained by 
either sides on the Brexit divide.

Brexit and Biz-exit – why you cannot have a cake and eat it too
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According to a new report 
released on the eve of World 
Water Day, by the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) in partnership with 
the Boston Consulting Group 
(BCG), the demand for water 
in South Africa is expected to 
exceed supply by as much as 17 
percent in 2030. 

The report attributes high water 
usage to the agriculture sector, 

which uses around 63 percent of 
water, followed by the municipal and 
industrial sectors, at 26 percent and 11 
percent respectively.

"Water is not something we 
can assume will be there when we 

need it, at the quality we need it. 
Climate change is expected to result 
in more erratic supplies of water so 
that means we need to get ready to 
do more with less," said Christine 
Colvin, senior manager in the fresh 
water unit at WWF. Colvin suggests 
introducing better farming and 
forestry methods in water-rich areas, 
as well as commercializing water 
technologies. She encouraged people 
to be more water conscious and to get 
involved in water governance through 
partnerships, in order for South Africa 
to be a water-smart economy.

"We need to urgently bring in 
new technologies for more water-
efficient irrigation and industrial 
processes to reduce demand from 
the big users. Water conservation 
is necessary along the whole water 

value chain," said Colvin. South Africa 
has been facing a prolonged water 
crisis, coupled with drought around 
most parts of the country. The report 
states that, in the fourth-quarter 
of 2015, the agriculture sector lost a 

total of 37,000 jobs. According to the 
report, one of the reasons for low 
water levels in dams and reservoirs is 
the over-use of stored water. Recent 
rains experienced in some areas had 
improved water levels in some of the 

province's dams, resulting in water 
restrictions being lifted in the region, 
but this did not mean that people 
should stop using water sparingly.

"The state of future water 
governance is a critical uncertainty 
and one which needs to be addressed 
by the private sector, as well as 
government. Stronger collaboration 
on shared resources like water will 
be critical for water security," said 
Colvin. Water demand was outpacing 
supply, with demand expected to 
grow further.

According to Wazimap, an online 
project that provides access to South 
African census and elections data, 
76.9 percent of the South African 
population, or around 40 million 
people, get their water from a 
regional or local service provider. 

Water demand in South Africa to exceed supply in a decade

The tenth annual meetings 
of African finance ministers, 

which was due to run from 23 to 
28 March in the Senegalese capital, 
Dakar, was abruptly adjourned 
over a dispute on the status of the 
Saharan Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR).

The meeting, jointly hosted 
by the African Union (AU) and 
the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (UNECA), 
was suspended after days of 
negotiation failed to reach a 
breakthrough on Morocco’s 
objection to participation by the 
SADR delegation.

SADR is the government 
proclaimed by the Polisario 
independence movement of 
Western Sahara, a former Spanish 
colony. The group launched a 
rebellion against colonial rule, 
prompting Spain's withdrawal in 
1976.  However, following Spain’s 
withdrawal, Morocco claimed the 
phosphate-rich region as part of 
its territory and sent troops to 
reinforce its claims, sparking a war 
between Moroccan and Polisario 
forces.  

Over the years, the SADR has 
won recognition from dozens of 
countries and was admitted to full 
membership of the Organization 
of African Unity (OAU) – the 
African Union's predecessor – in 
1984. Morocco walked out of the 
OAU in protest over Western 
Sahara's admission. More than 

three decades later in January 2017, 
Morocco re-joined the African 
Union, marking the first time 
that the pan-African organization 
enjoyed the membership of all 55 
nations on the continent.

Although the SADR is an AU 
member, it has not been admitted 
to the United Nations. The 
joint sponsorship of the finance 
ministers' sessions by the AU 
and the UN's Africa economic 
commission became a basis for the 
dispute over participation.

During one acrimonious session 
in Dakar, Morocco looked isolated, 
with some delegates, including 
representatives from two of the 
continent's giants - Nigeria and 
South Africa - arguing for the 
continuation of the meetings with 
SADR's presence. The UNECA faced 
a more delicate dilemma.

UNECA's Deputy Executive 
Secretary, Giovanie Biha, said 
that although UNECA recognizes 
Morocco's right to reject a non-
member state, "the ultimate 
decision rests with member states". 
She noted that UNECA was only a 
secretariat.

Announcing the adjournment, 
the organizers said they had taken 
into account the different positions 
presented and were unable to find 
a legal and diplomatic solution 
that would allow the meeting to 
proceed as a joint one. He said a 
new date will be communicated to 
member states.

Dispute blocks
economic talks

Kenya last week began selling 
its first mobile-phone-based 

government bond as part of an 
ambitious plan to broaden the pool 
of investors in government securities.

Finance Minister, Henry Rotich said 
the government is initially making a 
limited offer of 150 million shillings 
to test the system called ‘M-Akiba’ 
before a bigger offer in June.

“M-Akiba is about financial 
inclusion, we want to get as many 
Kenyans to be included in the financial 
sector. With about 23 million Kenyans 
now having mobiles, they can easily 
access this product and they will be 
fully participating in the financial 
system ,“he said.

Central Bank Governor, Patrick 
Njoroge said the bond, called 
M-Akiba, allows people to invest 
as little as 3,000 Kenyan shillings 
($29.20).

“The first time, we will provide 

securities, government securities to 
the entire population — a point where 
you can buy a security for as little 
as 3,000 shillings. It is remarkable, I 
don’t think this is something that we 
can take lightly,” he added.

Kenya pioneered the use of mobile 
money in 2007 with M-Pesa, a money 

transfer service, by telecoms operator 
Safaricom. M-Pesa allows users to 
transfer cash and make payments on 
even the most basic mobile phone. 
In partnership with local banks, 
Safaricom has since expanded the 
service to offer savings, lending and 
insurance products.

Phone-based bonds tap small investors in Kenya

Zimbabwe and probably one of Africa's biggest annual 
festival and workshop program, Harare International 

Arts Festival (HIFA) is to make a welcome return in May, 
after a year’s absence from the scene. 

The festival showcases the best of local, regional and 
international arts and culture in a comprehensive festival 
program of theatre, dance, music, circus, street performance, 
fashion, spoken word and visual arts.

HIFA Festival, which dates back to 1999, has received 
recognition for its support of arts and culture in Zimbabwe 
and is seen as a major contributor to promoting and 
developing African culture. HIFA is now the largest cultural 
event in Zimbabwe and among the eight major festivals in 
Africa. This year’s HIFA 2017 festival, being held under the 
theme of ‘Staging an Intervention’, was launched last week 
at a function in Harare, with organizers promising the event 
will be “as good as it has always been”.

"We chose this theme because we are holding the event 
in the midst of confusion and anxiety, not only in our country 

but the world over. So we are going to intervene and say let's 
stop being negative. 

You will see a different look, we are saying enough is 
enough; let's celebrate, let's be positive and look into the 
future and bring people into the country," HIFA Executive 
Director, Maria Wilson told a press conference at the launch 
ceremony. She said they would work with more or less the 
same artists they have been working with in the past who 
are involved in music, arts and the spoken word among 
other creative forms.

The music program for the week will see artists from 
Zimbabwe as well as from across the globe participating. 
Among those taking part will be the United Kingdom's 
biggest selling opera superstar, Noah Stewart, Cameroonian 
singer, guitarist and musical story teller, Kareyce Fotso and 
Timo ODV, a South African singer, songwriter and producer 
among others. There will also be a dance program involving 
an interactive dance piece from the UK, Tim Casson and 
Friends, a theatre program featuring a mixture of styles and 
genres from Zimbabwe, Kenya and UK. The Youth Zone and 
the Global Quarter will also be some of the main features at 
this year's extravaganza.

HIFA Associate Executive Director Tafadzwa Simba, said 
despite the tough economic situation, they had managed 
to get sponsors for each of the six days of the festival. "It 
is really not only about sponsors supporting the event, it 
is an ideal of what Zimbabwe should be like. Everything 
is basically in place and we have friends who have started 
crowd funding initiatives. These are people from outside 
the country who are augmenting what we have put 
together," he said. 

Harare Arts Festival makes
a comeback in May
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Mahboula

Mahboula - Blk 9 - Levels Mall , Main Costal Road  209 - Near Hardees

23733 020  &  23733 040  &  9555 4590

mahboula@mughalmahal.com   -    info@ mughalmahal.com

• Main Costal Road Location                  • Ample Car parking

• Speedy Access to Branch    • Spacious Modern Design with 100 Seats
• Designated Hospitality manager to Welcome you All

Cosy & Leisure Dining with great Value for Money

LOCAL

Crowne Plaza Kuwait Al Thuraya City, one 
of the leading luxury-hotel brands in the 

country, organized a gala reception for its patrons, 
business people and media personnel in the lavish 
setting of its Silk Restaurant on 27 March. More 
than 300 invitees basked in the luxury of the hotel 
where they were treated to the hotel’s famed 
hospitality and interacted with top members of 
the hotel’s management and heads of various 
departments. 

Aside from live entertainment, guests had 
the opportunity to sample cuisines of the hotel’s 
finest restaurants, including from Al Noukhaza 
Seafood, Sakura , Ayam Zaman and Shabestan, 
where food stations had been set up to present 
various culinary delights.

Crowne Plaza Kuwait Al Thuraya City
 hotel hosts gala reception

Minister of Social Affairs and Labor H.E. Hind 
Al Subaih was awarded the French medal 

of the ‘Order of the Knight’ by the Ambassador 
of France H. E. Christian Nakhle on behalf of the 
President of France, during a special ceremony 
held last week at the ambassador's residence. 
The honor was bestowed upon Al Subaih for her 
long and outstanding service to Kuwait as well as 
enhancing Kuwait- France relations.

Addressing the gathering, Ambassador Nakhle 
praised the distinguished service of the minister 
in public office over a period of 20 years and 
congratulated her for receiving the prestigious 
award from the President of France.

Al Subaih in her remarks to the guests 
expressed her gratitude to the French President 
and her pride to be the first Kuwaiti woman to be 
awarded with this honor. She acknowledged the 
support and cooperation of all the employees 
and colleagues for her success and reiterated 
that their support was a crucial part of the award. 
The minister then dedicated the award to H.H. 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah, H. 
H. the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al 

Sabah and H. H. the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber 
Al Mubarak Al Sabah, and to all the people of 
Kuwait for their support and encouragement. 

She also praised the friendly relations 
between Kuwait and France in all areas and 
hoped to further enhance the friendly relations 
through mutual cooperation. She also disclosed 
that Kuwait planned to establish a national 

leadership school, in collaboration with France, 
for enhancing training and governance activities.

Meanwhile, France on Thursday lavishly praised 
Kuwait's role in supporting cultural development 
over the decades and on several levels. This 
acknowledgement came from the French Prime 
Minister Bernard Cazeneuve, during an official 
ceremony which he hosted to mark the inauguration 

of a new library at the Arab World Institute (IMA) in 
Paris, which Kuwait helped to refurbish. 

The inauguration was co-hosted by Kuwait’s 
Minister for Diwan Affairs and Acting Information 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Mubarak Al-Sabah 
and attended by H.E. Sami Mohammad al 
Suleiman, Kuwait’s ambassador to France. The 
event was overseen by Jack Lang IMA president 
and Mojeb Al-Zahrani, the institute’s director-
general. 

The French prime minister added that it was 
"thanks to the generosity of the State of Kuwait" 
the IMA library was refitted and underwent an 
ambitious refurbishment. "I want to tell you 
how much the investment of your country in 
the achievement of this library attests also to 
the quality of our bilateral relations and to the 
strength of the ties that have been forged over 
the years," the French Prime Minister told Sheikh 
Mohammad. He added that Kuwait's actions 
in the culture domain would help build bridges 
between peoples and cultures at a time when 
some are seeking to erect barriers between 
nations and populations.

France honors Minister of Social Affairs Al Subaih

Kuwait will sign a partnership agreement 
with Oman for the Duqm oil refinery in 

the Gulf Arab Sultanate on April 10, Kuwait's oil 
minister said on Thursday.

The 230,000 barrel per day facility is part of 
the vast industrial zone that is Oman's biggest 
single economic project and aims to diversify 
its economy away from oil.The agreement 
with Kuwait comes after Oman failed to reach 
an agreement with Abu Dhabi's state-owned 
International Petroleum Investment Co (IPIC).

Kuwait set to sign deal for Oman oil refinery
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Slice and dice: Your first step should be to gather your 
main ingredients, starting with the meat. Take about ¼ 
kilogram of meat-beef or lamb-per person you are serving. 
You can use less, but ¼ kilogram will ensure that you have 
leftover. The meat should be cut into 1 ½ inch cubes. The 

next in the process is potatoes. Waxy potatoes such as red 
potatoes hold their shape the best. Peel them if you like, or 
just scrub them clean, then cut into pieces that match the 
size of your pieces of meat. Carrots are a classic ingredient 
that will never go out of style. If you are not a carrot 
fan, you can opt for turnips, parsnips, or squash, such as 
delicata. You can add as much or as little as you like. The 
final ingredient is onion. About half an onion per person 
should do the trick: dice it up and you are ready to go. 

Sear: Once you have all your ingredients sliced and diced, 
it is time to start cooking. If you are going to use your oven, 
preheat it to 162 degrees Celsius. If you plan on using your 
slow cooker, then set it to low. In case of the oven, grab a 
heavy Dutch oven. If you are using your slow cooker, grab a 
large heavy skillet. 

Heat the pot or skillet over high heat with a swirl of 
neutral oil in it, and season your meat generously with salt 
and pepper. Work in batches if required and sear your 
pieces of meat by placing them at least an inch apart. Then 

turn them every three or five minutes until they are deeply 
browned on all sides. Set aside on a plate, or right into the 
slow cooker.

Build your flavor: Once all the meat is seared and 
removed, turn the heat down to medium and add your 
diced onions. Sauté until the onions start to soften and get 
translucent. Scrape up all the browned bits on the bottom 
of the pan as you do this. Known in French as the ‘fonds,’ 
these browned bits are the secret flavor-building block of 
any stew. Now, add some tomato paste and stir until it 
coats the onions. 

Next, deglaze using chicken or beef stock and then start 
stirring and scraping until everything is bubbling.

To get more flavor into your stew, add some aromatics. 
For a classic flavor add a couple of bay leaves and a few 
sprigs of fresh thyme and rosemary. This is where you can 
play with personalizing the flavor of your stew.

Let it simmer: Now that you have got your flavor-packed 
liquid ready, either pour it over the meat into the slow 
cooker, or add your meat back into the Dutch oven.

Check your liquid level: If you are working in the Dutch 
oven, you want the meat covered almost completely with 
liquid. If it is not, add more stock, or even just water until it 
is, then cover with a lid, slip it in the oven and let it simmer. 
Check every hour or so and add more liquid if required and 

give it a stir. Keep cooking until the meat is just fork tender 
(three hours). At that point, add the potatoes, veggies and 
enough liquid to keep everything three-quarters of the way 
covered. Keep cooking for another 45 minutes to an hour, 
until the potatoes and vegetables are also fork tender.

If you are working with the slow cooker, add your 
potatoes and veggies right along with the meat, and 
make sure the whole lot is covered a bit more than three-
quarters of the way. Seal with the lid, then let it cook on 
low for at least seven to eight hours, until the meat and 
potatoes are fork tender.

Finish with a hit of acid and season to taste: After 
all that slow, mellow cooking, you need a bit of acid 
to brighten and balance the flavor of the stew. So give 
it a taste by adding some salt, a splash of vinegar or 
citrus juice and stir. You can also use sour cream or 
yogurt instead of more traditional acids, which will 
help thicken the liquid.

      Prepare 

DELICIOUS STEW
                              from scratchLike a good chili or chicken noodle soup, homemade 
stew is one of those dishes that is just good to have 
in your cooking arsenal. It is a dish that will serve 
you through cold lazy days and unexpected family 
visits. Preparing one is easy and is sure to nourish 
you through several meals. Follow these simple 
steps to prepare your stew from scratch.
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Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Mrs. 
Hind Al Subaih has assured that the 

strictest action has been taken to resolve the 
delay in paying salaries to around 3,000 workers 
at a leading contracting company. 

Speaking to The Times Kuwait, she said that 
all legal action has been taken against the 
company, including suspension of their file with 
the Social Affairs and Labor Ministry and making 
arrangements to en-cash the bank guarantees 
provided by the company to the Ministry of 
Electricity and Water (MEW) for the contract, so 
as to enable paying the workers.

"We have informed the Ministry of Electricity 
and Water to make arrangements to pay the 
affected workers directly as soon as possible so 
as to ensure that the reputation of Kuwait is not 
harmed due to violations by such companies," 

she stated. Al Subaih assured that payments 
would be made every 10 days, so that arrears 
of over six months’ salaries would be cleared 
in the shortest possible time. However, The 

Times Kuwait has been informed by the Indian 
embassy and the affected workers that so far no 
payments have been made. Nevertheless, the 
workers said they were hopeful of receiving their 
long overdue wages, following the assurances 
given by the Minister Al-Subaih.

Kuwait government has been serious in 
clamping down on visa trading and labor 
violations by companies who bring in laborers 
but cannot provide them with jobs. 

Thousands of files have been suspended and 
referred for investigation after the Ministry 
of Social Affairs and Labor found them to be 
bogus companies. No arrests or convictions 
have been made so far.

Al Subaih further stated that the ministry 
had informed the Indian embassy to bring to 
their notice any labor violations taking place 

within a period of one month, rather than 
wait for months before raising the matter so 
that the concerned authorities can take action 
against the erring companies, more quickly and 
effectively.

The overdue salaries of around 3,000 workers 
have become a major issue of concern within 
the Indian community, as the living standards 
of the affected workers have deteriorated 
considerably over the past months. Recently, a 
Kuwaiti humanitarian volunteer organization 
arranged for free meals to be distributed in the 
workers camp. While this gesture was no doubt 
a welcome relief for the thousands living in 
the camp, the workers lamented that all they 
wanted was the salaries owed to them for their 
months of sweat and hard labor, and the right to 
return home safely to their families.

LOCAL

Assurances to pay, as workers still remain unpaid

Kuwait Oil Tankers Company 
(KOTC) will celebrate 60 years of 

achievements since being established 
in April of 1957 by a group of investors 
believing that oil will be the main 
source of income in Kuwait for many 
years to come.

According to KOTC, the 
government became a partner to 
KOTC in 1976 with a 49 percent share 
capital, thereby providing a strong 
and vital boost to its development, 
according to KOTC.

Three years later, in June 1979, in 

conformity with plans to bring all 
its oil operations, from the well to 
the ultimate consumer, under one 
corporation, the government acquired 
full control of the Company's capital. 
When Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC) was established in January 

1980, KOTC assumed responsibility 
for the transportation sector of KPC.

Two years after its establishment 
in 1959, KOTC took delivery of the first 
crude oil tanker "KAZIMAH" 49,000 
Metric Tons. It was the vanguard 
of oil tanker flying the Kuwaiti flag 

and in those days it was considered 
a super tanker. By 1975, the fleet had 
been expanded to transport over one 
million Metric Ton of crude oil, but due 
to the expansion of refinery capacity 
in Kuwait, product tankers were 
also acquired along with liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) carriers.

By 2001 the fleet reached 25 
vessels of different sizes and purposes 
which had deadweight capacity of 3.2 
million metric tons. The fleet reached 
its maximum number in 1993 with 
38 vessels and capacity of 4.1 million 
metric tons. In the last decade, KOTC 
modernized and developed its fleet by 
building new tankers and scrapping 
the very old ones. 

In line with the company's 
mission and strategy to maintain 
a high standard fleet to cater for 
KPC's requirements, the Fleet New 
Building Projects Group (FNBPG) 

handles all issues pertaining to fleet 
renewal projects. KOTC's tankers 
are considered one of the most 

environment friendly vessels, with 
systems to reduce oil consumption 
and gas emissions. 

KOTC celebrates 60 years of transporting oil

Shifa Al Jazeera Medical Center, 
a trusted name for affordable 

healthcare, will mark World Health 
Day and Woman’s Day with a special 
event tailored for women on 7 April. 
On this date, women can participate 
in the SHIFA Woman Care Plus event 
where free clinical examinations by 
gynecologists will be offered and 
a free seminar on Breast Cancer 
Awareness will be conducted.

As part of its women-oriented 
promotions, a range of woman care 
packages will be promoted that 

include free clinical examinations by 
gynecologists, in addition to a range 
of discounts for Breast Examinations, 
Pelvic Ultrasounds, Papsmears and 
Gynecological examinations, as well 
as for USG Breast tests for those who 
require it. For free registration and 
appointments, all those interested 
can contact: 65959534

Shifa Al Jazeera gives 
special promotions for women
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Yanni Concert: Yanni, a Greek 
new age keyboardist and composer, 
who popularized the combination of 
synthesizers with a full-scale symphony 
orchestra, will be hosting a concert at 
the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Cultural 
Center, Gulf Road on 20 and 21 April, at 
9pm. For more information and to book 
your tickets: Visit, www.jacc-kw.com.

Live Music: Institut Francais de 
Koweit will be organizing a live music 
concert with 7 _ Mood, Ema Shah 
and Abzy Anglez in Jabriya, Block 12, 
St. 6, Villa 41, at 8pm. Prior booking is 
required and the ticket price is set at 
KD 5. Street vendors will be available 
at the event. For more information 
and to book your tickets: Visit, info@
institutfrancais-koweit.com or call, 
25319734, 66266980.

Al Corniche Burgan Bank TRI 
Festival: Organized by Pro vision 
sports management, Al Corniche 
Burgan Bank TRI Festival, a two-day 
event celebrating sports, healthy 
lifestyle, fitness and fun will be 
held at the Al Corniche club. Sprint, 

LOCAL
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Photography and Zines: 
Manifesto13, an art studio that offers 
long term courses to unleash the 
artistic potential of their students, will 
be organizing Photography and Zines 
sessions at its premises in Hawally, 
Al-Mulla Complex, Ibn Khaldoun St., 
Block 216, Bldg. 14. The classes will be 
held from 3 April to 15 May (Mondays 
only), from 4pm to 6pm. This course, 
facilitated by PhD candidate Belal 
Jammal, will be a mix of theoretical and 
practical overview of photography and 
zine-making, visual communication, 
and digital and print media. The 
program is open to teens and adults. 
For more information and to register: 
Visit, www.manifesto13.com

Immortal Entertainment Show: 
Stand-up comedy, dance and illusion 
will come together at the Immortal 
Entertainment Show, conducted by 
MJ of Q8, in Jabriya, near Mubarak 
Hospital, from 6 to 7:30pm and 9 to 
10:30pm. The show is for audience aged 
13 years and above. Tickets are priced 
according to seating preference: VIP (KD 
40), Class A (KD 30), Class B (KD 25) and 
Class C (KD 15). For more information 
and to book your tickets: Visit, www.
tktti.com/ie, or call, 65838322.

Concert and Dance Show: 
Popular dance celebrity Bader Al 
Shuabi and his professional dancers 
will be performing for the first time 
in Kuwait in Prokart Circuit, Sixth Ring 
Road, Farwaniya from 7:30pm to 9:30 
pm. The event prior to the concert 
will commence at 4pm. Tickets will be 
priced at: VIP KD 10 and standard KD 5 
(this does not include entrance fee of 
KD 3). To book your tickets: Visit, www.
eventat.com. 

Capturing Moving Moments 
by Tarek Jamal: A workshop 
organized for cinema lovers, film 
students and filmmakers who are in the 
beginning of their careers, will be held 
at the Yarmouk Cultural Centre. The 
workshop will be held on two days: 8 
April from 10am and 9 April from 2pm. 
No previous technical knowledge is 
required to attend this course. The fee 
is set at KD 35. To register: 
Visit, www.nuqat.me. 

Aquathlon and Junior Aquathlon will be 
held on 21 April from 7am, and Sprint 
and Super Sprint Triathlon on 22 April 
from 6:30am. The event is open to all. 
Racers have the option to participate 
individually or in a relay team. For more 
information and to register: Visit, www.
events.pro-vision.com.

Jewellery Arabia Kuwait: A 
four-day event, Jewellery Arabia Kuwait 
will be held from 22 to 25 April at the 
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel in 
Kuwait City. This event will showcase 
products such as Diamond jewelry, 
pearls, gems stone, gold, antique 
jewelry, semi-precious and precious 
metals, clocks, finished jewelry and 
much more. The event is open to all.

Jazz concert: A memorable night of 
Jazz classics will be held at the Yarmouk 
Cultural Centre, from 7pm. During 2015, 
musicians from Bulgaria, Uzbekistan, 
UK and USA gathered in Kuwait to put 
on a concert called "When Classical 
meets jazz”. The concert showed their 
charismatic approach to introducing 
popular classical pieces and arias 
through innovative jazz arrangements. 
Following the success of that project, 
some of the artists will be coming 
to Kuwait for this concert. One of 
the performers is a great Bulgarian 
musician, Ventzi Blagoev who will be 
performing the trumpet. The concert is 
free and open to all.

Peak of Al Hamra: A vertical race 
inside Kuwait’s tallest building, Al 
Hamra Tower will be held from 9am. 
Individual participants have to climb 
60 floors, while team relay has 30 
floors each, and fun run, five floors. To 
register: www.events.pro-vision.com

The JW Marriott Hotel Kuwait 
City, Courtyard by Marriott Hotel 

Kuwait City, Residence Inn by Marriott 
Kuwait and Arraya Ballroom managed 
by Marriott International participated 
in the Earth Hour 2017 - a global 
environmental event that took place 
on March 25 - to raise awareness about 
the importance of protecting the 
environment. All the four properties 
have successfully observed Earth 
Hour 2017 by taking energy-saving 
measures for one full hour from 8.30 

pm to 9.30 pm, further underscoring 
the company’s international 
commitment to environmental 
sustainability. Moreover, guests were 
invited to participate in this global 
initiative by minimizing electric usage 
to as low as possible. 

Restaurants at the JW Marriott 
Kuwait, especially Crossroads 
Restaurant and Terrace Grill 
Restaurant, celebrated the Earth 
Hour 2017 by hosting candle-lit 
dinners.

Marriott Hotels in Kuwait
participate in Earth Hour 2017

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

The Gym Team in partnership with 
ZCrew Q8 and in cooperation 

with Fit in Time, Nanay Eden and 
Pilates and More held a zumba class 
on Friday morning featuring five 
presenters leading the team to retro 
80’s music.

The event kicked off with Blanche 
Bravo, a certified Zumba trainer 
from Edge Gym of Holiday Inn Hotel, 
who danced and led the group to 
popular 80’s tune. Bravo a certified 
Zumba instructor and group fitness 
trainer is also a professional hiphop 
and ballroom dancer. Mynnah Anna 
Bernardo Dy of Champions Health 
Club followed immediately with her 
sets of funk music and routines. Dy 
a ZIN, group fitness trainer is also a 
professional dancer on television. 

Jamie Red of Rush Gym took the 
stage after Dy. Red, who works for Rush 
Gym women, a certified fitness and 
zumba instructor, and he encouraged 
everyone to enjoy a series of high 
impact routines to the music of the 
80’s. Finally, Janice Capili and Anne 
Pobre of Pilates and More, both certified 
fitness trainers and Zumba instructors, 

took turns to energize the crowd with 
their powerful moves and music.

Capili of Pilates and More 
Women’s Gym urged everyone to 
try Zumba and enjoy the music as 
well as the routines it offers. She 
also stressed the health benefits of 
the class to regular participants and 
invited everyone to visit Pilates and 
More and check the other classes 
they had on offer. Tess Badiola of Fit 
in Time also explained their presence 
in the event and their support to 
health awareness. She said that the 
Electronic Muscle Stimulator Fit in 
Time serves as alternative workout 
to those who want to achieve fast 
results and less time involved. She 
encouraged everyone to try the 
machine. Nanay Eden Restaurant, the 
first Filipino casual dining restaurant 
in Kuwait also announced its official 
opening on the 14 April and invited 
everyone to try their dishes. 

The Z CrewQ8 is composed of 
instructors from different gyms who 
come together on Friday at Chai Al 
Dhaha Hall of Radisson Blu Hotel. 
The tma is under the patronage of 
Mrs. Ida Pellaud, wife of the General 
Manager of the hotel. Classes starts 
at 8:30 am.  

The Gym Team and Z Crew Q8
holds Retro 80’s Zumba Class
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Owners of recruitment companies and 
domestic labor bureaus have warned that 

the domestic labor market in Kuwait is bound to 
face a huge crisis.

They indicated that the cost of recruiting 
domestic workers from the Philippines has been 
increasing erratically due to some measures 
taken by the Kuwaiti Embassy in Manila, which 
includes medical tests in eight clinics through a 
private company, instead of 19 clinics as it was 
before.

They explained that the Kuwaiti Embassy 
in Manila took sudden measures after seeking 
approval from the Ministry of Health of the 
Philippines, which entailed an introduction of 
new medical test measures for labor force.

Ali Al-Ali, one of the owners of domestic labor 
recruitment companies said he wonders why the 
Kuwaiti Embassy in Manila, despite the court’s 
verdict regarding this matter, is persisting on 
following the new measures instead of restoring 
to the old system, which is basically the system 
used by majority of the GCC countries in this 

aspect. He said, “The surprising aspect regarding 
this issue is the cost of conducting medical tests 
after reducing the recognized clinics from 19 to 
just 8. It has increased by 500 percent, from 240 
pesos to 8,400 pesos. This cost has to be borne 
by the owners of the recruitment bureau, which 
means the cost for recruiting domestic workers 
from the Philippines will increase from KD800 
to KD1,300.”

Meanwhile, Indonesia said its ban on its 
citizens traveling to the Middle-East to work as 
maids would continue, despite a new law that 
allowed domestic helpers to travel overseas for 
employment. 

Domestic helpers make up more than a third 
of the six million Indonesian working abroad. 
Thousands of Indonesian women travel to 
places like Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan and 
Malaysia every year to become maids, attracted 
by promises of higher salaries despite reports 
of widespread abuses and near slave-like living 
conditions. Jakarta had previously said it would 
stop sending maids overseas from this year, on 

the grounds of protecting the women, sparking 
concerns it would push more poor Indonesians 
desperate for jobs into illegal migration.

However a senior official at the Manpower 
Ministry said last week that Jakarta would not 
go ahead with the ban but it has been in talks 
with countries to ensure Indonesian maids are 
treated in a "humane" way. 

"We are not stopping Indonesians going 
overseas to become domestic workers but we 
want better protection for them," said Soes 
Hindharno, director for the protection and 
placement of Indonesian migrant workers 
abroad.

He said this includes preventing what he 
called "multi-tasking work" by Indonesian 
maids to reduce exploitation. "If they are 
housekeepers, they are housekeepers — they 
clean, cook and iron. If they are babysitters, they 
are babysitters — you can't ask a babysitter to 
bathe your dog," he said.

Migrant activists welcomed the decision, but 
said more needed to be done to combat human 
trafficking including ensuring women were 
made aware of their rights before leaving for 
work overseas.

Since 2015, Indonesia has banned women 
from going to 21 Middle Eastern countries 
following a series of abuse cases. Mr. Hindharno 
said the ban on maids going to the Middle-East 
for employment would still remain in place.

LOCAL

Domestic labor offices in Kuwait faces huge crisis

The British School of Kuwait (BSK) hosted its 
Annual Press celebration where more than 

25 journalists and photographers from a variety 
of both English and Arabic newspapers attended. 
They enjoyed entertainment from student groups 
and interactive fun activities.

During the event, Madame Vera Al Mutawa 

MBE presented certificates to the attendees to 
show appreciation for their constant support of 
the school and its daily happenings. The occasion 
illustrated great interest the BSK community has 
with developing a strong relationship with the press 
and with celebrations like this; BSK will continue to 
show gratitude to the support it is receiving.

BSK hosts Annual Press celebration

Arif Jamil, a respected 
member of the Islamic 

Centre of Kuwait (ICK), 
suffered a fatal heart attack 
in Kuwait on 25 March. He 
worked as a Sales Manager 
at the Oracle Consulting 
Services Company in Kuwait.

He was highly regarded for his 
friendly demeanor and his work 
in many community service 

endeavors. He co-founded, as 
well as operated and supervised 
the sell-out of a Business News, 
Views & Features portal for 
Media, Advertising & Marketing 
professionals in the Middle East.

A resident of Karnataka, 
Mr. Arif is survived by his wife 
and four children. He will be 
deeply mourned by all who 
knew him.

Arif Jamil passed away

Several visitors to the Farwaniya Hospital 
have expressed frustration over what they 

describe as indifference and a messy situation 
within the premises, citing traffic congestion at 
emergency parking spaces and parking lots at 
the outpatient area.

They lamented the parking lots are insufficient 
for the large number of cars prying the hospital. 
Kuwaiti citizen Mohammad Al-Mutairi said the 
population of Farwaniya Governorate exceeds 
one million, thus one hospital is inadequate for 
the massive population. He wondered how a 
governorate with almost half a million people 
should be treated equal with Farwaniya.

Another citizen Khalid Al-Hamad 
corroborated his compatriot and noted 
Farwaniya Governorate needs a minimum of 

four public hospitals to cater for its numerous 
visitors. He stated the major problem include 
littering of the premises, which is unbefitting 
of such a hospital. He observed that people 
can easily notice many potholes around the 
hospital’s fence.

In his comment, another Kuwaiti Hamed Ali 
was surprised to see naked electricity cables 
on top of electricity poles within the hospital. 
He is worried that any child could fall victim to 
carelessness leading to an unfortunate accident.

Umm Mohammad complained about heavy 
traffic congestion in front of the emergency 
parking spaces. She cited an ugly scenario at 
the Internal Medicine Department where some 
patients sometimes access consultation rooms 
only to be referred to other colleagues, because 
the doctors are busy on their phones. She 
declared the doctors usually redirect patients to 
get their papers signed from former colleagues 
with the hospital stamp.

She also said the orthopedic section is the 
best within the casualty unit.  Meanwhile, 
Thaher Aziz noted the kind of treatment 
patients receive mostly entails dispensing of 
‘Adol’ and ointments. He noted patients hardly 
get enough antibiotics, while service at the 
outpatient clinics is clumsy, but far better than 
the casualty units. He also urged the ministry to 
increase the number of doctors to alleviate the 
problems patients face.

Several visitors at ‘hospital’ decry 
poor conditions within its premises
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A Kuwaiti lawmaker who has called 
for the taxation of foreigners has 

said her stance was outcome of her 
patriotism for the country and not 
because of xenophobia.

Safa Al Hashem, Kuwait’s only 
female lawmaker, has called for 
taking strict measures to address 
the demographic imbalance in the 
country. Downplaying her recent 
comments regarding foreigners, she 
said on Thursday that she had “full 
respect” for expatriates in Kuwait.

“But, I had to sound the alarm 

regarding the demographic imbalance 
when citizens are outnumbered by 
foreigners by two to one,” Al Hashem 
said. “Regardless of how much a 
country is wealthy, the overuse of its 
services inevitably drains its resources 
and undermines its society. There 
are many unskilled and untrained 
foreigners doing odd jobs in Kuwait,” 
Al Hashem said.

“I do not see why they [expatriates] 
get upset. I do understand that 
anything that comes free is received 
with great pleasure. However, there 

are realities on the ground. I did not 
call for preventing expatriates from 
visiting Kuwaiti hospitals and getting 
medicines. I simply said they should 
pay for it. In Egypt, I was once told 
to leave a hospital because it was 
exclusively for Egyptians. I did not 
mind and left,” she added.

Defending her proposal to impose 
road taxes on foreigners. Al Hashem 
said she wanted to help solve the 
problem of traffic congestion.

“We have a traffic situation that 
requires prompt solutions, and we 

have cases of foreigners owning up to 
six cars,” she said.

She also proposed that 
expatriates be allowed to get a 

driving license after a minimum 
stay of two years in the country. Al 
Hashem said she was also shocked 
when a minister recently proposed 
to recruit plumbers from Egypt. 
She dismissed claims that Kuwaitis 
would never do such menial jobs.

Foreigners make 70 percent of 
Kuwait’s total population of 4.4 
million. Al Hashem’s repeated calls 
to impose taxes on foreigners have 
sparked a heated debate in the 
country on ways to deal with the 
demographic imbalance.

MP defends tax on expatriates in Kuwait

Padmasri Shobana's Trance 
to be held on 8 April

The Life Again Foundation is celebrating the ‘World Health Day 2017’ 
for the first time in Kuwait with Padmasri Shobana's Trance on 8 April 

at American International School, Maidan Hawalli, Kuwait at 6 pm. The 
program is organized by Life Again Kuwait team. The entire program will be 
conducted in English and Arabic language to reach a larger audience.

The decision to shut down 
Kuwait's long-running Shuaiba 

refinery was the result of thorough 
studies that found the facility to 
be unfit for business, Minister of 
Oil Essam Al-Marzouq said on 
Thursday.

Speaking to the press, Al-
Marzouq, who is also Minister of 
Electricity and Water, said that the 
decision to close the refinery on 
Friday is largely an economical one 
and that the establishment will still 
be used to store oil products.

Moreover, he noted that the 
country seeks to boost its oil refining 
capacity to meet the growing needs 
of the local market, adding that the 
closure of Shuaiba refinery will not 
be detrimental to oil production.

On future projects, he said that 
Kuwait will sign a deal to partner 
with Oman's Duqm refinery, which 
has a capacity of 200,000 barrels 
per day, on April 10th.

On a related note, the Minister 
of Oil said that Kuwait National 
Petroleum Company's (KNPC) 
‘Clean Fuel Project’ would be 84 
percent complete by the end of the 
month, with an expected total cost 
of KD four billion (US$13 billion).

He also pointed out that an 

ad hoc committee tasked with 
monitoring the progress of an OPEC 
decision to slash oil production is 
not looking into ways to extend the 
accord, as such decisions are left to 
the discretion of OPEC oil ministers, 
who are set to meet on May 26. 

Oil Minister cites stagnation for Shuaiba refinery's closure
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Gulf Investment Corporation 
(GIC) has announced plans to 

establish a pharmaceuticals complex 
focusing on high-end generic drugs 
for cancer treatment.

The plan follows the company's 
acquisition of a significant minority 
stake in Sudair Pharmaceuticals 
Company, the owner and the 
developer of Sudair Specialized 
Pharmaceuticals Complex in Saudi 

Arabia. The company said in a 
statement that the plant will be the 
first of its kind in the Middle East.

Mohammad Abdulaziz Al-Fares, 
head of Diversified Projects Division 
– GIC, said: “The corporation has 
entered as a major investor with a 
stake of 35 percent of the share capital 
of Sudair Pharmaceuticals Company, 
which will enhance the role of the 
corporation in the development of the 

specialized pharmaceutical industries 
sector in the region.

"In addition, this type of vital 
investment will effectively contribute 
to the support of drug security by 
providing these products of a sensitive 
nature to a critical segment of patients 
at competitive prices in accordance 
with the highest international 
standards."

Dr. Yasser Al-Obaida, CEO of 

Sudair Pharmaceuticals Company 
added: “This investment is part of the 
company's plan to build and attract 
partnerships of a strategic nature that 
will open new horizons for further 
nationalisation."

GIC said it has invested in more 
than 50 projects in the region in 
various and diversified sectors in 
partnership with institutions from 
private and government sectors.

GIC plans pharmaceutical complex to focus on cancer

Continued from Page 1

Urban constructions aside, most of the 
remaining mega-construction projects, either on 
the anvil or already being implemented, are in the 
hydrocarbon industry. In fact, over a third of all 
project investments in the country are currently 
in the oil and gas sector. As part of its five-year 
development plan for the period 2015-2020, 
the government is investing over KD30 billion 
($100bn) to improve the efficiencies of upstream 
and downstream hydrocarbon.

Petrochemical Industries Company (PIC), a 
subsidiary of state-owned Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC), has awarded a contract 
to Foster Wheeler for the integration project 
between PIC’s proposed grassroots Olefins 
III-Aromatics II complex and another KPC 
subsidiary,t the Kuwait National Petroleum 
Company’s (KNPC) 615,000 barrel per day Al-
Zour refinery complex, now under construction in 
southern Kuwait.

The integrated Olefins III – Aromatics II 
project, which is expected to need an investment 
of KD2.4 billion ($8bn), is part of KNPC’s Clean 
Fuels Project, which aims to upgrade, expand, 
and transform the 270,000 barrel per day Mina 
Abdullah Refinery and 466,000 barrel per day 
Mina Al Ahmadi Refinery into an integrated 
800,000 barrel per day merchant refining 
complex at an estimated cost of nearly KD4 
billion ($13bn).

Beyond public spending to support 
construction projects in the oil and gas industry, 
emerging sectors such as healthcare, education, 
transport, tourism and travel, are other main 
growth drivers of the construction market in 
Kuwait. In the hospitality and tourism sector, 
the Kuwaiti Government is investing over 
KD300 million ($1bn) aiming to attract 440,000 
overnight visitors by 2025 (up 60% from 2015), 

and creating 30,000 jobs over the next ten years. 
The construction projects align with Kuwait's 

Vision 2035 plan, which aims to transform Kuwait 
into a financial and commercial hub in the Gulf 
region. The Vision 2035 plan also identifies 
developing the country’s road, railway, port and 
airport infrastructure as key drivers of future 
growth.

The country is currently exploring the details 
of constructing a KD6 billion ($20bn) urban metro 
system and a KD2 billion ($6.6bn) railway line as 
part of the proposed GCC regional railway system. 
However, the 160-km, 4-line metro network with 
nearly 70 urban and suburban stations has faced 
a series of delays. In late 2015, the newly created 
Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects (KAPP) 
announced that the project was now back on 
track with the government owning 10 percent and 
50 percent sold through an initial public offer. The 
remaining 40 percent will be held by the private 
developer of the project. 

In January 2015, Kuwait’s Municipal Council 
also endorsed plans for the Kuwaiti section of 
the trans-GCC line, which will connect Al Abdali 
on Kuwait's border with Iraq along a corridor 
to neighboring Saudi Arabia, where it will then 
link up to the rest of the regional GCC network. 
But, as each country faces new fiscal realities 
arising from lower oil prices, all six GCC nations 
have begun to rethink the $25 billion project’s 
time-line, which was originally slated for a 2018 
completion. 

Undoubtedly, in order to create an efficient 
operating environment for businesses to thrive 
and for the country's economy to grow, the 
expansion and improvement of facilities and 
infrastructures in multiple sectors are key. Despite 
delays, and shortcomings in some projects under 
development,  this is nevertheless an excellent 
time for construction industry players to make 
business in Kuwait, concludes the BNC report.

Construction sector, catalyst 
for economic growth

Yusuff Ali MA, Managing Director, Lulu 
Group International, has topped the list 

of 11 people from the south Indian state of 
Kerala included in the sixth Arabian Business 
Indian Rich List released by the Arabian 
Business magazine. 

Other eminent Keralites in the list include 
Dr. Ravi Pillai, Chairman, RP Group, Mr. 
Adeeb Ahamed, Managing Director, Lulu 
Financial Group, Mr. Sunny Varkey, Founder 
and Chairman, Gems Education, Mr. PNC 
Menon, Chairman, Shobha Group, Dr. Azad 
Moopen, Chairman, Aster DM Healthcare, Mr. 
Faisal Kottikolon, Chairman, KEF Holdings, 
Dr. Shamsheer VP, Managing Director, 
VPS Healthcare, Mr. Mohammed Koroth, 

Chairman, KM Trading, Mr. Joy Alukkas, 
Chairman, Joy Alukkas, Mr. K Muraleedharan, 
Managing Director, SFC Group.

1 out of every 5 richest Indians on the list 
are Keralites and have a combined worth of 
more than $20 billion, reflecting the south 
Indian state’s growing influence in the regional 
economic scene.

The selection process for the annual list 
included estimating the value of assets of 
the persons on the list, shareholdings and 
projected company value were it to be floated 
on the stock market. 

The team also took into consideration the 
value of the holdings in equities, bonds, real 
estate and other assets.

Eleven Keralites among top richest Indians in GCCCRIME

Six Ethiopians held for 
running bogus 

domestic labor office

Officers from the General Department of 
Residence Investigations raided a bogus 

domestic labor bureau in Mahboula area run by 
six Ethiopians who were arrested during the raid.

According to a press release, the department, 
after receiving a tip-off about the bogus office 
involved in activities of deception and fraud 
targeting citizens and expatriates, gathered 
information to verify the allegations. Armed with 
search and arrest warrant, the officers raided the 
office and arrested six Ethiopians, discovering 
that there are involved in several cases including 
absconding. 

Bangladeshi caught 
forging work permits

Detectives from the General Department 
of Residence Investigations arrested two 

Bangladeshi expatriates for forging work permits 
to bring Bangladeshi workers to the country at a 
cost. The arrest came after a person reported that 
he was cheated by the duo when they claimed 
that they are able to get work permits. Intensive 
investigations were carried out and the security 
teams discovered that the suspects have been 
producing work permits and sending them to 
Bangladesh. When they checked the systems, the 

work permits were found to have been forged, 
and the suspects were subsequently arrested.

Around 2,600 thefts 
reported in 2016 

Statistics released by the Ministry of Interior 
for 2016 shows that total number of reported 

thefts during the year were 2,600, and that 1,462 
of them were felonies and 1,138 misdemeanors, 
equivalent to 7 crimes per day. 

The statistics also show the theft of vehicles, 
shop break-ins and houses is the most common 
type of crime. The statistics added the thefts 
have become widespread in recent times. Most 
common are car break-ins parked in front of 
Kuwait homes, residential areas and market 
markets and workplaces.

Sri Lankan sorcerer nabbed

Personnel from the Criminal Investigations 
Department have arrested a Sri Lankan 

sorcerer, identified as S.A.B., and handed him over 
to the concerned authorities. Police investigations 
revealed the sorcerer claimed he had special powers 
to solve problems and cure psychological illnesses 
for KD 250. Police then set a trap for the suspect and 
caught him red-handed in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh while 
attempting to cure a police agent. Police have seized 
from the man’s house marked police currency 
and witchcraft tools. The suspect said his clients 
included VIPs and claimed he was aware of the one 
who was monitoring his activities.



14
02 - 08 April, 2017         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comHEALTH

Physical therapy could be just as 
effective as surgery in treating 
carpal tunnel syndrome (CTS), 
says a new study conducted 
by scientists at the King Juan 
Carlos University in Spain.

Carpal tunnel syndrome occurs 
when the median nerve, which 

runs from the forearm into the palm 
of the hand, becomes squeezed at the 
wrist. It often arises from repetitive 
motions required for work, such as 
computer use or assembly line work.

Researchers behind the new study 
said that physical therapy, especially 
the so-called manual therapy, 
improved hand and wrist function 
and reduced pain as effectively as a 

standard operation for the condition.
Moreover, after one month, 

physical therapy patients reported 
better results than those who 
underwent surgery.

The team behind the study 
suggested that physical therapy 
should be the first therapeutic 
option for almost all patients with 
CTS. If conservative physical therapy 
fails, then surgery could be the next 
option, they added. An added benefit 
of therapy over surgery is the huge 
savings in cost.

Symptoms of CTS usually start 
gradually, with patients noticing 
numbness and weakness in the hand 
and wrist. Surgery for the condition 
generally involves cutting a ligament 
around the wrist to reduce pressure 
on the median nerve.

Surgery is especially recommended 
when there is muscle weakness 
or atrophy from the nerve being 
compressed at the wrist. However, 
operations can have their own 
complications. Studies show 
that approximately 25 percent of 
individuals undergoing surgery for 
carpal tunnel syndrome experience 
treatment failure with half of those 
requiring an additional surgical 
procedure.

For their study, the researchers 
in Spain observed 100 women 
who suffered from carpal tunnel 
syndrome. Half of them underwent 
physical therapy while the other half 
had surgery to rectify their problem.

For three weeks, the therapy 
patients received weekly half-hour 
manual therapy sessions — meaning 

therapists only used their hands. 
The therapists focused on the neck 
and the median nerve. They also 
applied manual physical therapy to 
the shoulder, elbow, forearm, wrist 
and fingers. On their own, patients 
performed neck-stretching exercises 
at home.

After one month, the therapy 
group reported greater daily function 

and greater ‘pinch strength’ between 
the thumb and forefinger compared 
to the surgery patients. After 
three, six and 12 months, however, 
improvements were similar in both 
groups. All participants experienced 
similar reductions in pain.

While the study was not conclusive 
as it included only women, the team 
recommended that manual physical 
therapy techniques should become 
a standard of practice for physical 
therapists working with patients who 
have carpal tunnel syndrome.

According to the researchers, 
almost half of all work-related 
injuries are linked to carpal tunnel 
syndrome. And, more than one-
third who undergo surgery for the 
condition are not back at work eight 
weeks later.

Differentiate 
between a sprain, 
a strain or a tear

Sprains, strains and tears are different types of 
injuries, and it is important to know how they differ.

A sprain is the overstretching or tearing of ligaments, 
which are the tissues that connect bones to each other 
and stabilize them.

Sprain: This occurs when the joint is forced into an 
unnatural position. They happen most often in the ankle 
but can occur at any joint, such as the wrist or knee.

Symptoms of a sprain include joint or muscle pain, 
inflammation, hampered movement, tenderness and 
bruising. A mild sprain should take approximately seven 
to 10 days to heal

A torn ligament is considered a severe sprain that will 
cause pain, inflammation, bruising and result in ankle 
instability, often making it difficult and painful to walk. 
Recovery from a torn ligament may take several weeks, 
and should be done under the supervision of a health-
care provider.

Strain: This happens from overstretching or tearing of 
a muscle or a tendon, which connects the muscles to the 
bones. It can occur from a single incident or over time.

An acute strain is an instantaneous stretch or tear of 
the muscle or tendon, whereas, a chronic strain stems 
from repetitive motions over time that place stress on 
the muscle or tendon.

Symptoms of a strain include muscle spasms, 
weakness, cramping, immobility, pain, bruising and 
swelling. It can take a few weeks for symptoms of a mild-
to-moderate strain to ease.

Tear: This is caused by a ripping of tissue in ligaments, 
muscles or tendons.

Typically, the worse a tear, the more inflammation and 
pain a person will experience, and the longer it will take 
for the injury to heal.

In general, the treatment for sprains, strains and tears 
involves a plan called ‘RICES’ — Rest, Ice, Compression, 
Elevation and Stabilization.

However, for some severe tears, such as those of the 
anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) in the knee, surgery may 
be needed.

It is normal to experience some discomfort during 
the healing process from any of these injuries, but 
there should not be any sharp pain. If you are not seeing 
improvements within 24 hours or the pain is getting 
worse, you should contact a health-care provider.

Physical therapy just as effective as surgery for CTS

New research suggests that it may 
soon be possible to use the sun’s 

energy to power artificial limbs.
Researchers at the University of 

Glasgow in the United Kingdom had 
previously developed an ‘electronic skin’ 
covering for prosthetic hands made 
from graphene, a transparent substance 
that is stronger than steel. Graphene's 
transparency allows around 98 percent 
of the light that strikes its surface to 
pass through it. This makes it ideal for 
gathering solar energy. 

In their new study, the scientists 

integrated photovoltaic cells into their 
graphene skin. Photovoltaic cells generate 
power when illuminated. The graphene 
skin requires just 20 nanowatts of power 
per square centimeter. That is easily 
provided by even the poorest-quality 
photovoltaic cells currently available, the 
research team noted.

Currently, energy generated by the 
graphene skin's photovoltaic cells 
cannot be stored. But the scientists are 
investigating methods to channel unused 
energy into batteries, so it can be used 
when needed. The research has the 

potential to lead to energy-independent 
artificial limbs.

Solar-powered prosthetic limbs

A new smartphone device developed 
at the Harvard Medical School 
in Boston in the United States, 
promises to provide men with the 
ability to check the health of their 
sperm in the privacy of their home. 

The new device analyzes semen using a 
disposable rubberized microchip that 

is designed to enclose and handle samples. 
The microchip is slid into the device that 
can then be attached to the smartphone. A 
smartphone app then does a video scan of 
the sample and roughly five seconds later 
an analysis is produced. 

The analysis meets World Health 
organization (WHO) standards in terms 
of healthy sperm concentrations and 
sperm motility or movement. He results 
meet s The semen sample is kept within 
the microchip, so it never enters the 
smartphone. But a smartphone app is able 

to scan and video the sample. So far, the 
tests have shown 98 percent accuracy.

The inventors of the device say the next 
step is to get clearance from the US Food 
and Drug Administration, which could take 
up to years, if all goes well.

More than 45 million couples re 
estimated to struggle with infertility 
worldwide. Male infertility alone is 
implicated in roughly 20 percent of all 
infertility cases, while about one-third of 
all cases involve male infertility alongside 
female infertility. The study team puts the 
latter figure at about 40 percent.

Researchers have also found that 
most male infertility is linked to either an 
insufficient amount of sperm or ‘abnormal’ 
sperm that suffer from impaired mobility 
or from an atypically short life span, 
researchers have found.

Diagnosis typically entails a doctor's 
examination and laboratory analysis 
including semen-quality analysis and 
blood tests. However, this can be an 
awkward experience for many men who 
are embarrassed at visiting an urologist. 
Moreover, clinical examination and care 
can also prove expensive as well as difficult 
and time consuming.

In nearly 400 tests done with regular 
examination as well as with the new device, 
researchers found that the smartphone app 
results successfully matched laboratory 
test results in nearly all cases. 

In addition to accuracy, the new device 
also provides privacy with the information 
from the tests limited to only the patient. 
All the analysis is performed on the phone 
and, since the data is stored on the phone, 
it can be deleted at any time.

Although the team did not put a price 
on the app/device package, they said that 
when and if it becomes available to the 
public it would be a ‘low-cost’ procedure.

Check sperm health 
with smartphone device

Brain implant could
help paralyzed people

A paralyzed man has been able to feed 
himself by using his thoughts to send 

messages from implants in his brain to 
receptors in his arm.

Bill Kochevar, who was paralyzed in 
a cycling accident eight years ago, said 
he was "wowed" to regain control of his 
right arm. Researchers say this is the first 
time anyone has been able to restore 
brain-controlled reaching and grasping in 
a person with complete paralysis. But the 
technology is a long way from being used 
outside the lab. 

For the study, Kochevar had surgery 
to place sensors in the motor cortex area 
of his brain, the area responsible for hand 
movement. He then spent four months 
using the sensors to command movements 
of a three-dimensional virtual arm. After 
this, he had 36 electrodes implanted in his 
arm and hand to electrically stimulate his 
hand, elbow and shoulder muscles.

The researchers used a decoder to 
translate his brain signals into commands 
for the electrodes in his arm. He was then 
able to intuitively command his arm to 
move. "I was making it move without 
having to really concentrate hard at it. I 
just think 'out' and it just goes," he said.

Previous research has seen a system 
with electrodes on the skin help people 
move their hands. 
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IKEA is finally getting into the 
home automation game with 

its own system for smart lighting. 
The new range of products called 
Trådfri — which means ‘wireless’ 
in Swedish —  is built around the 
ZigBee Light Link standard for 
connected lights (the same as 
Philips Hue). The system seems to 
have rolled out to select European 

countries last fall, but is expected 
to release in more countries 
starting in April.

The core of the Trådfri system is a 
gateway device that connects to the 
internet via an ethernet connection 
and creates a local Trådfri network 
to connect local bulbs. Like most of 
IKEA products, the Trådfri system 
has an aggressive pricing scheme, 
with a base set of the internet 
gateway, a remote, and two Trådfri 

bulbs costing roughly US$85.40. 
But the most interesting part of the 
system is not in the internet gateway, 
it is a colorful standalone motion-
controlled dimmer switch that can 
dim lights simply by rolling it around 
in your hand. The dimmer switch can 
also work independently from the 
connected system, and is the cheapest 
part of the range, with a light and a 
dimmer switch costing $20.41.

Additionally, IKEA is selling 
a series of LED Floalt panels, 
along with illuminated doors for 
its  various storage units that 
will also be compatible with the 
Trådfri system, and which serve as 
a powerful early indicator of how 
Ikea might leverage its existing 
modular systems to incorporate its 
smart home systems.

Currently, the Trådfri system 
only shows up on IKEA’s Swedish 
website, with the products 
expected in stores by 31 March, but 
it stands to reason that we could 
see the system make its way to 
other countries in the near future.

IKEA enters home 
automation with smart hub

Nearly everything you have read from leaks about the 
Samsung Galaxy S8 is true. And that is a good thing. The 

two models, S8 and the larger S8+ that Samsung launched on 
Wednesday 29 March, have as predicted, edge-to-edge display, 
lack a physical home button, launches the company’s new voice 
assistant Bixby and a button dedicated to it on the side, and it 
has the dock (DeX) that enables the phone to morph into a PC.

Taken together the two models are a nice pair of hardware 
with the defining characteristic being the super AMOLED 
display on both units. The 5.8-inch S8 and 6.2-inch S8+ both 
have a resolution of 2,960 x 1,440 pixels to provide a pixel density 
of 570ppi and 529ppi respectively. The screen monopolizes 
around 80 percent of the phone’s front; this means, among 
other things, that Samsung has managed to make a really 
large-screen phone that does not feel big or bulky.

Interestingly, while the company dropped the big physical 
home button up front, it has added a whole new button on 
the left side, just below the volume rocker, pointing to just 
how important of a feature it believes its new smart assistant 
Bixby will be both for the S8 and Samsung’s whole ecosystem 
of connected devices moving forward. Like Amazon before it, 
the company is hoping its new proprietary home assistant will 
be the start of something much larger.

 One of the few places the company has not pushed things is 
in battery capacity with 3,000 mAh in the S8 and3,500 on the 
8+. The company is tossing in a new Gear VR headset/controller 

bundle, as well as AKG-branded ear buds for those who pre-
order the phone. 

One important feature that many leak reports prior to 
the launch missed out is that Samsung’s new flagships are 
the first to the market with the new version 5.0 of Bluetooth. 
The new wireless protocol should offer some great benefits 
over the latest standard, Bluetooth 4.2, which was released 
in December 2014. The most immediate gains will be in audio, 
speed, and range. Bluetooth 5.0 offers twice the speed and four 
times the range as Bluetooth 4.2, meaning you will be able to 
maintain connection up to about 240 meters away from the 
phone with compatible devices depending on the environment.

Samsung’s Galaxy S8 and S8+ 

launches with predicted features

Two-factor
authentication
on Instagram

Instagram CEO Kevin Systrom 
confirmed last week that two-factor 

authentication is now available to all of 
the app’s users worldwide. The company 
first announced plans to roll out two-
factor over a year ago in February 2016 

— and it was late to adapt the important 
security measure even then. 

To enable it, head into your 
settings menu and you should see the 
option right above the ‘posts you’ve 
liked’ section. When two-factor 
authentication is enabled, Instagram 
will send your mobile number a security 
code whenever your account is accessed 
from a new device. That code is required 
before the login can be successfully 
completed. Unfortunately, Instagram 
does not support the use of third-party 
authenticator apps like Authy or Google 
Authenticator.

You can also save backup codes in 
the event that you lose access to your 
phone. Instagram cleverly includes 
options to copy those codes or 
screenshot them for saving elsewhere 
directly from the app.

Audio calls now 
available on Google Duo

Google’s Duo messaging app, which recently launched 
voice calls in Brazil, is now rolling out this feature to 

users across the rest of the world.
The initial launch came as part of a series of product 

launches specific to Brazil, and Google, at the time, teased 
that an international expansion was just days away. Now 
Duo users outside of Brazil have the option of audio calls.

On a related expansion note, Google has also 
partnered with Truecaller to integrate Duo calling into 
the company’s smart calling app. That partnership is 
effective in India, where Truecaller claims to have 150 
million registered users. Google launched Duo last year as 
an emerging market-friendly take on services like Apple’s 
FaceTime-iMessage and WhatsApp, which has gotten 
audio and video calling in recent years. Google said last 
week that audio calls were a much requested feature, and 
the additional is entirely logical if Google wants to be the 
center of its users’ communication needs. 

The company currently also offers other voice call apps 
such as Hangouts, which it recently 

split up into separate apps Chat 
and Meet; Google Voice, which just 
got a rare update, and Messenger, 
a service focused on Rich 
Communications Services (RCS).

Yet none of those properties 
comes close to the global 
popularity of rivals WhatsApp 
or Messenger, both of which are 
owned by Facebook and claim 
more than a billion monthly 
active users each.

NASA launches its
free media library 

If you like outer space and dream of wishing you were up 
there instead of behind a desk at your job, then NASA’s 

announcement last week should bring some cheer to your 
life. The US space agency launched a new web-based search 
engine for much of its catalog of images, video and audio files, 
which you can browse by keyword and metadata, so that you 
never have to remember the dismal reality that you still remain 
earthbound ever again.

NASA’s Image and Video Library website at https://images.
nasa.gov features big, easy to find search bar where you can 
type things like ‘asteroid’, ‘supernova’, or ‘moon’ to find exactly 
what you are looking for. You can also filter only specific 
kinds of content, and sort results by their upload date, or by 
popularity. All the content on the site is embeddable, and 
there are multiple download resolutions to choose from. 

The site also shows image metadata, so you can see what 
equipment was used when they were captured. There is also 
a caption file available for all video, so you can easily include 
subtitles with clips when reposting.This is a terrific resource for 
media covering news or interested in space science, and a great 
way to just kill time even if you are not planning on repurposing 
any of the available media. 
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If you’re living in black and white 
clothing, this trend’s fresh palette is 

rich jewel tones and they are making this 
season’s pieces all the more enticing. They 
look amazing piled on in complementary, 
contrasting, and shades of the same hue. 
Color stories rife with color blocking, 
textural, and tonal play give these looks a 
leg up on style — and to make it easier to 
help you give your own looks a lift, here are 
some tips on how to work the jewel trend.

Incorporate the jewel toned hues 
on your accessories: If the depth and 
intensity of jewel tones scare you, try 
wearing bright colors as accents for 
your next outing. The three primary 
colors work really well together if you 
are just starting out– just make sure it 
complements your entire ensemble. 
Some of the luxurious jewel tones include 
ruby red, emerald green, amethyst purple, 
sapphire blue, topaz yellow and so on. If 
your wardrobe consists of neutrals and 
classic prints, think of adding some pop of 
color with your accessories like a necklace, 
bags and such. For example, you can think 
of wearing an emerald bib necklace that 
will add some flair to your classic white 
blazer and leopard print pants. 

Bring on the jewel colors for your 
outfits:  Classic silhouettes will help 
keep the jewel color grounded in 

sophisticated — rather than shocking — 
territory. You could probably start with 
tailored trousers in a rich hue teamed 
with a sleek black turtleneck that is just 
as cozy. Alternatively, you can take a luxe 
turn with a satin robe or a traditional 
blazer draped over your outfit. 

Mix jewel tones with neutral or 
even bright hues for a modern 
statement:  depending on your 
personality, you can tone down your 
jewel tones with neutral shades or 

intensify them with bold colors. 

Make your look spring-inspired with 
playful prints in jewel tone hues:  
Spring is the perfect time to show off 
your fun prints, especially in jewel tone 
hues that can make you look equal 
parts stylish and polished. You can try 
various ready outfits and create unique 
looks like Modern Bohemian. It is also 
quite fun to pair dressy items with more 
casual pieces to create an outfit that is 
perfectly balanced and stylish.

Most Genius 
Hair Tips 
There happens to be an excess 

of some insane-sounding 
beauty hacks in magazines, so it 
can be hard to figure out which are 
actually safe and effective.

To help girls make the right 
choice, here are some genius hair 
tips and tricks.

Deep condition with a shower 
cap: While slathering a deep 
conditioning treatment through 
your hair before showering will give 
good results, it doesn't always fully 
repair super-dry texture. An easy 
fix: Your shower cap. A shower cap 
helps trap the heat generated from 
your scalp, and this heat opens the 
cuticle, allowing the conditioner to 
penetrate more deeply.

Use carrot juice to stop breakage: 
Carrot juice is key when it comes 
to preventing breakage. It's packed 
with Vitamin A and Beta Carotene, 
which are good for your skin and 
hair. Plus Vitamin C and E can boost 
circulation to your scalp, so take it 
both internally and externally to 
double the benefits. Either apply 
the raw juice to your whole head on 
its own, or combine it with a deep 
conditioner to really kick it into high 
gear. Either way, your hair will be 
stronger and healthier after just a 
few applications. Pro tip: Do a patch 
test on your hair before applying the 
carrot juice to ensure it won't stain 
overly porous strands orange.

Remove build up from hot tools 
with nail polish remover: You 
know that crusty build up that 
appears on your curling wand 
after a couple of uses? Turns out, 
it can actually suck moisture out 
of your hair. Instead of breaking 
out the cleaning supplies, though, 
an easy fix is already sitting in 
your medicine cabinet. Make sure 

the iron is off and cooled before 
applying nail polish remover.

Use a powder brush to smooth 
flyaways: Powder brushes are 
genius for dealing with annoying 
flyaways because they won’t 
disrupt the style or shape of your 
hair once it's been locked into 
position. Simply spray a powder 
brush with hairspray and glide it 
over your hair in the direction that 
smooths the flyaways down.

Easily braid hair by starting it in 
front of your face: This technique 
works if you have long hair that 

is one length. This is 
because the braid won't 
stay together when flipped 
over the head if you have 
got layers. Also, your hair 
should have enough grip 
to stay together, so second 
(or third) day texture comes 
in handy here. Otherwise, 
there's always this cult-
favorite texturizer.

Paint on brow product to 
create an even hairline: Cowlicks 
and odd growth patterns can leave 
people with a naturally uneven hair 
line, so you can use brow products 
to make the hairline appear even 
and straight. This is great for 
making a thin hairline look thicker, 
but be sure to keep the color the 
same as your roots or one shade 
lighter. One last thing: Be sure to 
blend meticulously.

Get rid of dandruff using lemon 
and salt: The anti-fungal properties 
in lemon make it a good resource 
for those fighting dandruff. Its 
natural acidic properties aid in 
clarifying and ridding your scalp of 
buildup or dead skin cells, and the 
salt acts as an excellent exfoliator. 
Not only does the salt loosen and 
remove flakes, it also stimulates 
circulation to your scalp so your 
hair grows faster. This hack is great 
for absorbing excess oil in your 
roots, however, be sure to only use 
the solution on your scalp because 
it can dehydrate the ends of your 
hair if used too often.

LIFESTYLE
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It is one thing to be a beauty 
rule shaker and breaker, and it’s 

another to wear a timeless beauty 
trend well. Take, for instance, red 
lipstick. The rouge pout is about as 
classic a look as they get, but it is also 
one of the trickiest to wear. 

Shades can easily clash 
with your skin tone if you don’t 
have an eye for undertones, and 
try on top of that finding the 

perfect hue to complement your 
complexion and your clothing – 

it’s difficult. But, once perfectly 
painted, its sophisticated feel is 

unparalleled. So, when you want 
to know which red lip color you 
should be wearing with your 
favorite dress, read on.  

A bright red dress: 
When wearing red, you will have 

to be more cautious of what lip 
shade of red you will be wearing. 

Typically, your lips should match 
your dress pretty closely so the red 
undertones don’t clash. So, if you are 
getting down with the holiday and 
wearing bright, Valentine’s Day red, 
rock the same vibrant hue on your 
lips. For those with light complexion, 

choose a true 
red with a 
s h i m m e r i n g 
vibrancy. Those 
with medium 
complexion, can 
pick up a lipstick 
with orange-y 
undertones and 
also hints of 
blue, as the high-
pigmented, full-
coverage lipstick 

will help balance out the finish of 
your golden skin.

And those with dark complexion, 
can go for cherry red lipstick that 
leaves your lips with a perfect sheen, 
rather than an over-glossed finish.

A nude dress: With nude garments, 
your choice of red is a lot more flexible 
— basically anything goes. So, why 
not go for it with a red that has deep 
berry undertones? This is a fun way to 
still rock that traditional red lip but 
with a little more sophistication and 
depth. Girls with a light complexion 
can pick a lipstick with blackberry 
undertones in a lipstick pencil for a 
great finish. Medium complexion girls 
should probably find their perfect 
soft reddish coral satin finish lipstick 
that will stand out beautifully. Girls 
with a dark complexion should opt 
for a slightly deeper red with a berry 
finish.

A pink dress:  Pink is another 
shade you want to pay close attention 
to in terms of making sure your lip 
color doesn’t clash with your garment.  
If you are wearing a light pink, opt for 
a coral-y magenta red color on your 
lips. This way, you can play up the 
brightness in the dress but still keep 
the tone in the red family. If your 
preference is a hot pink dress, a fiery 
red would work if you are down for a 
really bold modern look. Girls with a 
light complexion can choose a lipstick 
with gorgeous coral undertones.

Medium complexion looks best 
with a rich magenta nourishing 
lipstick and the beauty of dark 
complexion is heightened with a 
lipstick in a fuchsia base, as the color 
will read a bit more coral on a deeper 
complexion.

Pair your 
     lip color 

with 

   your dress

 Amazing jewel tones



17
The Times Kuwait         02 - 08 April, 2017
www.timeskuwait.com TRAVEL

Australia is also a land of staggering contrast 
and spectacular beauty. Along the coast, 

visitors can explore vibrant multicultural cities, 
safari across vast sand islands, trek through 
ancient rainforests, and dive the Great Barrier 
Reef. In the outback, rugged national parks 
and red-earthed deserts offer the ultimate in 
adventure travel. Top it all off with a laidback feel 
and friendly people and it is no wonder Australia 
scores top billing on bucket lists around the world.

Melbourne: Australia's second largest city, 
Melbourne is a popular stop on many Australia 
itineraries. Galleries, theaters, restaurants, shops, 
and a distinctly European feel are the main draws 
of this sophisticated city. It is also a green city 
with parks, gardens, and open spaces occupying 
almost a third of its total area. Highlights include 
the Royal Botanic Gardens, the National Gallery 
of Victoria, and the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Shoppers flock to the elegant Royal Arcade 
on Bourke Street, as well as Chapel Street, the 

Melbourne Central Shopping Center, and the 
Queen Victoria Market, which has been selling 
fruits, vegetables, clothes, and crafts for more 
than a century. 

Sydney: Sydney offers plenty of historical and 
contemporary Australian flavor. The marvelous 
Sydney Opera House looks like a great origami 
sailboat, floating peacefully in a harbor. Wander 
the narrow cobblestone streets of The Rocks 
and then take in a street performance on the 
Circular Quay before heading into the Museum 
of Contemporary Art. The views from the Sydney 
Tower Eye observatory are epic — use this chance to 
get to know the layout of the city from high above.

The Daintree: World Heritage rainforest, a river, 
a reef, laid-back villages and the home of its 
traditional custodians, the Kuku Yalanji people, 
are all a part of the Daintree. It encompasses the 
coastal lowland area between the Daintree and 
Bloomfield Rivers, where the rainforest tumbles 
right down to the coast. It is a fragile, ancient 
ecosystem, once threatened by logging but now 
protected as a national park. Part of the Wet 
Tropics World Heritage Area, the spectacular 

region from the Daintree River north to Cape 
Tribulation features ancient rainforest, sandy 
beaches and rugged mountains.

Great Barrier Reef: The World Heritage-listed 
Great Barrier Reef is one of the largest living 
structures on the planet. In 1975, the Great Barrier 

Reef Marine Park was established to protect its 
fragile ecosystems, which include more than 
3,000 coral reefs; 600 continental islands, 
including the beautiful Whitsunday group; 300 
coral cays; and inshore mangrove islands. One 
of the seven wonders of the natural world, the 
park stretches for 2,300 km along the state 
of Queensland, on Australia's east coast. The 
astounding array of marine life includes soft and 
hard corals, more than 1,600 species of tropical 
fish, sharks, dugongs, dolphins, turtles, rays, and 
giant clams. Those who prefer to stay dry can 
view the reef from underwater viewing stations 
and glass bottom boats. 

Kakadu National Park: Also a vibrant, living 
acknowledgement of the link between the 
Aboriginal custodians and the country they 
have nurtured and respected for thousands of 
generations, Kakadu National Park encompasses 
almost 20,000 sq km. It contains a spectacular 
ecosystem and a mind-blowing concentration of 
ancient rock art. The landscape is ever-changing 
— periodically scorched and flooded, apparently 
desolate or obviously abundant depending on 
the season. In just a few days you can cruise 
on billabongs bursting with wildlife, examine 
25,000-year-old rock paintings with the help of 
an indigenous guide, swim in pools at the foot 
of tumbling waterfalls and hike through ancient 
sandstone escarpment country. 

Sydney Opera House: Shaped like huge shells 
or billowing sails, this breathtaking building 
on Sydney's Bennelong Point graces the list of 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites and is one of the 
world's great architectural icons. The location is 
stunning. Water surrounds the structure on three 
sides and the Royal Botanic Gardens border it to 
the south. Visitors can enjoy a meal at one of the 
restaurants or take a tour of the building, which 
encompasses theatres, studios, a concert hall, 
exhibition rooms, and a cinema. But it is far more 
impressive viewed from a distance. One of the 

best sites to photograph the Opera House is Mrs. 
Macquarie's Chair in the Royal Botanic Gardens or 
from aboard a harbor cruise.

Sydney Harbor Bridge: Along with the Opera 
House, the Sydney Harbor Bridge is one of 
Australia's most famous icons. Affectionately 
called ‘The Coathanger’, this impressive feat of 
construction is the largest steel arch bridge in the 
world. It was completed in 1932, 40 years before 
the Sydney Opera House. Rising 134 m above the 
harbor, the bridge spans 500 meters connecting 
Sydney's north shore to the central business 
district. In addition to the pedestrian path, two 
railway lines extend over the bridge as well as 
eight lanes for road traffic, the direction of which 
can be switched to accommodate traffic flow.

Thrilling landscapes, cosmopolitan cities and rich heritage
Australia is a land of dreams. From the sacred legends of the aboriginal Dreamtime when the great spirits conjured the coral reefs, rainforests, 
and scorched, red deserts, to armchair travelers who describe Australia as their dream destination, the Land Down Under deserves all the hype. 
The world's smallest continent and largest island, Australia is almost the same size as the United States, but with a population the size of New 

York State and some of the quirkiest wildlife on the planet. 

Fraser Island: World Heritage-listed Fraser 
Island, between Bundaberg and Brisbane off 
Australia's east coast, is the largest sand 
island in the world and one of Australia's 
most unique four-wheel-drive adventures. 
Along windswept Seventy Five Mile 
Beach, visitors can see the rusted hulls of 
shipwrecks, the colored sandstone cliffs 
of The Cathedrals, and the bubbling fish-
filled rock pools called Champagne Pools. 
Venturing inland, highlights include crystal 
clear freshwater creeks and lakes, some fed 
by springs, others perched amid towering 
sand dunes, and ancient rainforests filled 
with an amazing diversity of plants and 
animals. Sharks, dolphins, and whales prowl 
the waters and the island's fauna includes 
wild horses, dingoes, bats, sugar gliders, and 
more than 300 species of birds. 

Blue Mountains National Park: A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, beautiful Blue Mountains 
National Park lies 81 km west of Sydney and 
is a popular day trip from the city. Named 
for the blue haze emanating from the many 
eucalyptus trees, this stunning park protects 
more than 664,000 acres of bush land and 
encompasses dramatic gorges, waterfalls, 
aboriginal rock paintings, and 140 km of 
hiking trails. The most famous attractions 
in the park are the towering sandstone rock 
formations called the Three Sisters. 
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The Indian embassy held at press 
conference at its premises on Thursday, 

30 March, during which Indian Ambassador 
to Kuwait H.E. Sunil Jain highlighted some of 
activities undertaken by the embassy over the 
past months aimed at strengthening bilateral 
relations with Kuwait, resolving issues faced by 
the Indian community and enhancing services 
provided to the public by the embassy.

Ambassador began the press-meet by 
revealing that Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had been extended an official invitation 
to visit Kuwait by his Kuwaiti counterpart H.H. 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 
The visit, to be held at a mutually convenient 
date to be finalized soon, will be the first by 
an Indian prime minister in more than three 
decades. It will be recalled that Prime Minister 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Hamad Al-Sabah had visited 
India in 2013.

The ambassador also disclosed that an 
invitation had been extended to the former 
Prime Minister of Kuwait H.H. Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah to visit India, as part of 
the Distinguished Visitors Program organized 
by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. On 
the topic of strengthening bilateral trade and 
economic relations, Ambassador Jain noted 
that an India – Kuwait Joint Ministerial Meeting 
(JMM) will be held in Kuwait, in September of 
this year. The Indian side will be represented 
by Minister of State for External Affairs M.J. 
Akbar and the Kuwaiti side is to be headed by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister 
Anas Khalid Al-Saleh.  Ambassador Jain also 
announced that a visa-waiver program for 
diplomatic and special –passport holders of 
both countries is currently under discussion 
and will be finalized soon. 

Speaking about steps taken to improve 
consular services and resolve some of the 
problems faced by community members, the 
ambassador said that two new agencies will 
be appointed to offer outsourced services to 
the public. The six new centers — double the 
number of outsourcing centers available now 

— will help provide better and faster passport, 
visa and attestation services to the public the 
ambassador said. He also noted that in 2016, 
the embassy had delivered 96,000 passports, 
issued 14,000 visas and attested 95,000 
documents.

Revealing that the Ministry of Civil Aviation 
in India had approved in principle the request of 
two India-based private airlines, Indigo Airways 

and Go air to operate services to Kuwait, the 
ambassador said this would help boost air 
connectivity between India and Kuwait, and 
enhance services and schedules offered to 
passengers. He also added that the two 
national carriers, Air India and Kuwait Airway, 
were discussing a code-sharing program 
that would further help ease problems for 
passengers between the two countries.

Ambassador 
Konah K. Blackett

In a press-release dated 29 March, the 
Embassy of the Republic of Liberia to Kuwait 

announced with profound sorrow the sad 
demise of His Excellency Konah K. Blackett, 
Ambassador of Republic of Liberia accredited 
to the State of Kuwait. The ambassador 
passed away on Tuesday, 28 March, at the St. 
Nicholas Hospital in Lagos, Nigeria, while en 
route to Kuwait to resume his duties.

The embassy communiqué added that a 
book of condolence will be opened at the 
embassy, with the dates and timing of the 
event to be communicated shortly

Since arriving in 2010, as Liberia’s first 
ambassador to Kuwait, the late envoy had 
worked to strengthen bilateral relations in 
all fields and promote investments in his 
country’s economy. During his tenure, several 
bilateral agreements and Memorandum of 
Understandings were signed, as well as a Joint 
Commission for Cooperation set up between 
Kuwait and Liberia.

Ambassador Konah was a widely respected 
member of the diplomatic community in 
Kuwait and his sad demise leaves behind many 
friends and colleagues who will miss him 
greatly.

May his soul Rest in Peace.

In Memoriam

Dipl  mat
The

To commemorate the 46th Anniversary 
of the country’s Independence and its 

National Day, the Ambassador Bangladesh to 
Kuwait H.E. S. M. Abul Kalam held a reception 
on 26 March at the J.W. Marriott Hotel.

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Khaled 
Al-Jarallah was the chief guest at the gathering 
that included members of the diplomatic 
corps, Kuwaiti officials, members of the 
Bangladeshi community and media personnel. 
A selection of traditional food items from 
Pakistan was presented at the event.

Reception held for National Day of Bangladesh

Indian embassy highlights strength 
and resilience of Indo-Kuwait relations

The Ambassador of India to Kuwait H.E. 
Sunil Jain announced during a press 

conference held at the Indian embassy 
premises on 30 March  that His Highness 
the Prime Minister  Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah has extended an invitation 
to  his counterpart, the Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to visit Kuwait. 

According to the Indian Ambassador, the 
invitation was delivered to Prime Minister 
Modi in Delhi recently and that the visit 
date would be finalized based on the mutual 
convenience of both countries. 

The invitation, which has been on the 
anvil for some time, will be a major highlight 
in the long history of Kuwait-India relations. 
When it occurs, it will be only the second 
visit to Kuwait by an Indian prime minister; 

the first visit was 35 years ago by then Prime 
Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi in 1981. The 
Prime Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah visited India in 
November 2013.

The visit by the Indian premier is eagerly 
awaited by the large Indian community in 
Kuwait. Prime Minister Modi has in the past 
visited several Middle Eastern countries 
with a thriving Indian community, and held 
successful discussions with the top level 
leadership in those countries. 

His most recent visits were in 2016 to Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar, and in 2015 to the UAE.  
During his official visit to UAE, the Indian 
premier delivered a rousing speech before a 
gathering of thousands of Indian expats at the 
Dubai cricket stadium.

Kuwait Prime Minister invites 
Indian Premier to visit country



19
The Times Kuwait         02 - 08 April, 2017
www.timeskuwait.com Dipl  mat

The

The Ambassador of Greece to Kuwait H.E. 
Andreas Papadakis hosted a reception at 

his residence on the occasion of his country’s 
National Day on 26 March. Minister of Social 
Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for 
Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh attended the 
gathering as the chief guest. Members of the 
diplomatic corps, businessmen, professionals 
and media attended the reception. In her 
address to the gathering, Minister Al-Sabeeh 
lauded the close and friendly ties between 
Kuwait and Greece.

Greek ambassador hosts reception on country’s National Day

Canada plans to promote 
mega enterprises in Kuwait's 

infrastructure, with prospected 
participation of other foreign 
entrepreneurs according to the 
partnership formula bonding the private 
and public sectors, says the nation's 
envoy in Kuwait.

Ambassador of Canada to Kuwait 
H.E. Martin Morrow, in a statement to KUNA on fringes 
of a seminar held by the embassy, indicated that she 
was awaiting "some details" from her government 

concerning the aspired investments in 
Kuwait.

Jim Quick, President and CEO at 
Aerospace Industries Association of 
Canada, expressed readiness, in a 
statement at the forum, to help narrow 
the technological gulf between Kuwait 
and his nation Quick, whose country is 
the third globally in aircraft production, 

elaborated saying that the global fleet is forecast to 
grow by five percent, with 40,000 planes, worth US$5.9 
trillion, expected to be put in operation in coming years. 

Canada aspires for mega enterprises in Kuwait

The World Food Program (WFP) 
honored Kuwaiti Ambassador 

to Italy Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah in appreciation of his efforts in 
representing Kuwait in the program 
and his role in the humanitarian field.

The program's Executive Director 
Ertharin Cousin handed the honoring 
certificate to Sheikh Ali late Friday, 
in ceremony attended by senior UN 
officials and Kuwait's permanent 
delegate to UN organizations Yousif 
Juhail.

During the event, Cousin hailed 
the efforts of the ambassador in the 
last four years. She noted that the 
WFP shares a strong partnership 
with Kuwait in aiding millions in need 
around the world.

She also spoke of Kuwait's 
prominent role in supporting Syrian 
refugees everywhere, including the 
three donors conference hosted by 
the country to aid Syrians affected by 
the ongoing war.

On his part, Sheikh Ali expressed 
the greetings of His Highness the 

Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to the outgoing CEO.

He also expressed Kuwait's 
appreciation for the program's role 
in facing humanitarian crises around 
the world.

Meanwhile, the two sides 
discussed boosting their joint work 
to include charitable organizations 
from Kuwait and the GCC countries 
to support those affected by the 
war in Yemen. 

WFP honors Kuwaiti Ambassador
to Italy for his humanitarian role






