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IMF urges Kuwait to undertake further subsidy reforms 

In its latest country report, the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

has urged Kuwait to persevere with 
its economic restructuring in the face 
of political pressures and added that 
the continuing low oil price scenario 
warranted even further subsidy 
reforms. The IMF projections showed Continued on Page 14

that Kuwait will need over KD35 
billion to finance its budget deficits 
over the next six years till 2022.

Following 16 years of budget 
surpluses, Kuwait posted its first 
deficit budget of KD4.6 billion in 
fiscal year 2015-2016. The budget 
shortfall, caused by low oil prices 

since mid-2014, has led the country 
to implement a series of economic 
reforms, including trimming 
subsidies on water, electricity and 
energy. The government raised the 
price of kerosene and diesel last year 
and followed that up with increasing 

Faced with insecurity 
from ongoing civil and 

sectarian conflicts, widespread 
unemployment and lack of future 
opportunities, it is no wonder that 
the perceived legacy of the Arab 
Spring continues to deteriorate 
among youth in the region. 

This year’s ‘Arab Youth Survey 
2016’ show that more than half of 
young Arabs today favor stability 
over democracy. Over 62 percent 
of respondents in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states 
and 58 percent in North Africa 
believed promoting stability was 
more important than democracy. 

Similarly, confronted with the 
daily struggle for existence, it was 
only natural that global climate 
change and environment issues 
feature low on the list of concerns 
for the younger generation in the 
region. The eighth iteration of 
the annual ‘Arab Youth Survey 

Arab youth prioritize 
stability over democracy 

The second Kuwait Children’s 
Science Congress was an 

overwhelming success with 
hundreds of student participants 
exhibiting creative and unique 
ideas to a distinguished panel of 
judges.

The annual science exhibition 
has become a much-awaited 
event among students as it 
provides them with a unique 
opportunity to showcase their 
scientific knowledge and aptitude.

 The event, which was organized 
by Science International Forum 
(SIF) Kuwait, witnessed creative 

and unique projects prepared by 
teams of aspiring young scientists 
being presented to excited parents 
and curious visitors to the show. 

On the sidelines of the 
prestigious exhibition, were spot 
contests such as the Sci-Fie, Art of 
Science and Math Genius contests 
where several hundred students 
participated as well.

The Times, Kuwait was the event 
partner for this prestigious event. 

Full coverage of the event 
and names of winners will be 
published in the next edition of 
The Times, Kuwait.

Overwhelming response at the Kuwait Children's Science Congress

2016’, conducted by leading Public 
Relations consultancy ASDA’A 
Burson-Marsteller, found that 
climate change ranked almost in 
the bottom of a list of concerns for 
young citizens across the Middle 
East and North Africa.  

Providing insights into the 
hopes, fears and aspirations of 
youth in the Arab world, the survey 
explored a wide range of topics 
from their views on the economy, 
impact of unemployment and 
declining oil prices, their views 
on women’s rights and other hot-
button issues relevant to youth.

Of the 27 key issues raised in 
the survey, concerns over ‘climate 
change and the environment’ 
placed at 26, above only ‘personal 
debt’. Luckily, the level of concern 
on environmental issues was not 
uniformly abysmal throughout 
the region. While only 49 percent 

Continued on Page 15



2
20 - 26 November, 2016         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.com

Wetlands, forests, and oceans 
absorb and store carbon, 

which makes them a vital asset for 
countries pursuing the Paris climate 
agreement’s targets for reducing CO2 
emissions. So how can we use them 
most effectively?

The Paris accord was concluded by 
196 governments last December, and 
came into force earlier this month. 
Now, its signatories are meeting in 
Marrakesh, Morocco, for the annual 
United Nations climate change 
conference. Several conference events 
specifically focus on how countries 
can use natural systems to meet their 
CO2-reduction targets.

While the climate-change 
challenge is immense, so, too, 
is the opportunity to accelerate 
sustainable development and ensure 
a better future for everyone on the 
planet. Under the Paris agreement, 
governments have committed to 
reducing their carbon emissions 
drastically, in order to keep global 
warming below 2°C. The vast majority 
of signatory countries have already 
presented national action plans for 
achieving this goal, and these plans 
will become more ambitious over 
time.

These Nationally Determined 
Contributions include renewable-
energy targets and proposals for 
sustainable transportation, energy 
efficiency, and education. In addition, 
countries should consider adopting 
policies to manage natural capital 
better. The Paris agreement itself 
recognizes the important role that 
natural ecosystems play in limiting the 
amount of carbon in the atmosphere, 
and governments should not neglect 
such powerful tools.

Governments will need to 
take action to conserve existing 
ecosystems — and restore and expand 
degraded ecosystems — in people-
friendly ways. This is particularly true 
of wetlands, which include all land 
areas, such as lakes, floodplains, peat-
lands, mangroves, and coral reefs, 
that are covered with water, either 
seasonally or permanently.

Peat-lands are particularly 
important. Though they cover only 3 
percent of the world’s total surface 
area, they store twice as much carbon 
as all forests combined. Peat-land 
soils are composed of carbon — 
in the form of decomposed plant 
material — that has accumulated 
for thousands of years; and when 

peat-lands are drained or burned, 
that carbon is released into the 
atmosphere. In fact, draining peat-
lands releases two times more carbon 
into the atmosphere than the aviation 
industry does.

In 2015, fires raged across 
Indonesia’s forested peat-lands, 
raising concerns worldwide about 
how much carbon was being released 
into the atmosphere, to say nothing 
of the far-reaching health effects. 
Indonesia’s government estimates 
that peat-land fires and deforestation 
alone account for more than 60 
percent of the country’s total 
greenhouse-gas emissions.

Conserving and restoring peat-
lands could significantly reduce 
global CO2 emissions, which is why, in 
2015, the Nordic Council of Ministers 
announced a commitment to preserve 
the region’s peat-lands. Almost 
half of Nordic countries’ peat-lands 
have been lost, and this ecosystem 
degradation contributes 25 percent of 
their total carbon emissions.

The Paris agreement entered 
fully into force in less than a year. 
This indicates that there is global 
momentum for concrete action to 
address the causes of climate change, 

as well as its effects, such as the 
disastrous floods, water shortages, 
and droughts already afflicting many 
countries.

That sense of urgency is not 
surprising. According to UN-Water, 
90 percent of all natural hazards are 
water-related, and they will increase 
in frequency and intensity as climate 
change worsens. But natural systems 
can mitigate them: wetlands act as 
sponges that reduce flooding and 
delay the onset of droughts; and 
mangroves, salt marshes, and coral 
reefs all act as buffers that protect 
against storm surges. And wetlands, 
oceans, and forests do far more than 
just absorb and store carbon; they 
also provide fresh water, and are a 
food source for nearly three billion 
people.

Countries have a readymade 
platform that they can use for their 
future wetland-conservation efforts. 
The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, 
an intergovernmental treaty under 
which 169 countries have committed 
to conserve and sustainably manage 
their wetlands, is an ideal vehicle to 
help them reach their CO2-reduction 
targets, as well as meet the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals for 

2030.
The Paris agreement’s long-

term objective is to achieve climate 
neutrality — no net greenhouse-gas 
emissions — in the second half of 
this century. Climate neutrality is 
necessary to keep global warming 
below 2°C; to reach it we must reduce 
emissions to the point that they can 
be fully and easily absorbed by nature. 
This was the natural cycle for millions 
of years before anthropogenic climate 
change began.

Climate neutrality can be 
achieved through political willpower, 
imaginative policies, new green 
technologies and clean-energy 
sources, and a multi-trillion-dollar 
shift in investment toward sustainable 
economic sectors and infrastructure. 
In addition, these measures’ success 
requires cost-effective investment in 
conservation efforts and expansion 
of natural capital. Only nature-based 
systems such as wetlands and forests 
can truly guarantee success  and a 
clean, prosperous future.

[Martha Rojas-Urrego is Secretary-
General of the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands. Patricia Espinosa is Executive 
Secretary of the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change.]

Mother Nature vs. Climate Change 

Martha Rojas-Urrego Patricia Espinosa 
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AFRICA

Throughout the campaign, 
president-elect Donald Trump 

focused largely on rebuilding America 
and rarely, if ever, shed light on his 
positions on US policy towards Africa. 
In his first major foreign policy speech 
in April 2016, however, he pointedly 
stated that any foreign policy will put 
American interests first.

One thing we know for sure is that 
Mr. Trump is a shrewd businessman 
and will be looking for where he can 
find the best deals. The Initiative 
for Global Development (IGD) 
is a network of CEOs and senior 
executives of sector-leading African, 
US and global companies operating in 
Africa. The leaders of IGD know and 
understand the mindset of a fellow 
business leader. They say that election 
of Mr. Trump could be a tremendous 
opportunity for Africa's private sector.

Dr. Mima Nedelcovych, President and 
CEO of Initiative for Global Development 
(IGD) says “Through the new 
communications and advocacy effort of 
IGD’s ‘Africa Investment Rising’ campaign, 
we aim to change the narrative on doing 
business on the continent by showcasing 
Africa's tremendous business and 
economic potential.” He adds that IGD 
will also present the new Administration 
in the United States with a set of strategic 
policy recommendations to influence 
and shape US-Africa policy on three key 
issues: (1) expanding access to power; (2) 
boosting trade and investment; and (3) 
transforming the agriculture sector in 
Africa.

When Trump enters office in 2017, he 
will discover a rapidly changing Africa. 
The rising influence of homegrown 
African businesses in the global 
economy reflects the changing realities 
on the ground. African businesses 
have emerged as the drivers of growth 
on the continent, creating more than 
80 percent of jobs in their countries. 
Even in years of generally depressed 
commodity prices, Africa is still home 
to some of the world's fastest-growing 
economies with an expanding middle 
class. Some 26 of Africa's 54 countries 
have achieved middle-income status 
within a short period of time.

This rapid progress and growth 
will certainly ignite greater US 
interest in Africa as a trading and 

investment destination. We know all 
African economies are not growing 
at the same speed, at the same time. 
Indeed, while some African countries 
have recently experienced a slowing 
of their economies and fluctuations 
in commodities prices, others with 
diversified economies are holding their 
own. Overall, African economies are 
resilient.

We will probably see one of the most 
visible changes at the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID), 
the US government agency that 
delivers economic, development and 
humanitarian assistance worldwide. 
President-elect Trump has clearly 
stated that the US will get out of the 
‘nation-building business’. USAID 

will likely take on a ‘trade, not aid’ 
and private sector-led development 
approach in earnest.

The Africa Growth and Opportunity 
Act (AGOA), the US-Africa trade 
law provides eligible countries an 
opportunity to expand their exports 
to the US market. Since 2000, trade 
flows from Africa to the US have nearly 
tripled, helping to spur market-led 
economic growth and development 
progress in Africa.

Given Trump's stance on limiting 
free trade, the status of renegotiating 
and expanding AGOA to additional 
countries is unclear. But with an 
"America first" approach, a Trump 
Administration may put in place 
protectionist trade policies that 

would curtail foreign exports into 
the U.S. market, yet make it easier 
for American companies to export to 
African countries and invest in African 
companies for mutual interest.

Africa's widening middle class 
now has the spending power and a 
rising demand for U.S. products. The 
McKinsey Global Institute report, 
Lions on the move II: Realizing the 
potential of Africa's economies, 
revealed that consumer spending by 
African households and businesses 
totals $4 trillion annually. Wake up, US 
companies, that number is nothing to 
sneeze at!

Lack of political will by Africa's 
leaders should be relegated to the 
past. Trump's mantra throughout his 
campaign focused on "minding your 
own people". In negotiating trade 
deals, it will be even more incumbent 
upon African government leaders to 
ensure that trade deals benefit their 
own countries and help to grow their 
own ‘middles’.

As engines of growth, African 
entrepreneurs and companies need 
their governments to improve 
regulatory environments, build an 
educated and skilled workforce, and 
expand access to finance to give small- 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
an opportunity to flourish and be 
about the business of creating jobs and 
bringing economic prosperity in Africa.

That time has come to mind the 
middle. The time has come to "make 
Africa great".

And representing the Nigerian 
Minister of Environment on the 
panel, United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
UNFCCC country focal point Peter 
Tarfa said ignoring the gender 
dimension in the implementation 
of the Paris Agreement would be 
suicidal.

"Climate Change vulnerability is more 
pronounced among women who are 
in the majority in most countries, and 
should be involved especially on critical 
issues such as climate finance," said Mr. 
Tarfa, adding that Nigeria is reviewing its 
National Climate Change Policy to make 
gender inclusivity more visible.

Meanwhile, representing the 
African Union Commissioner, 
Olushola Olayide had some good 
news for the African Working Group 
on Gender and Climate Change, 
announcing that the African Union's 
Climate Change Strategy is almost 
ready to be tabled for adoption.

The African Working Group on 
Gender and Climate Change 

has identified gender integration as 
a key component to the continent's 
implementation of the Paris 
Agreement.

Chairperson of National Gender 
and Equality Commission of the 
African Working Group on Gender and 
Climate Change, Winfred Lichuma, 
said integration is much more 
meaningful and could lead to positive 
results as opposed to mainstreaming, 
which has largely dominated the 
gender discourse, but with minimal 
impact.

"To achieve the required 
responsiveness, we need to move 
from gender mainstreaming to 
integration as it is much more deeper 
and addresses the inadequacies noted 
especially at implementation of 
policies and strategies," Ms. Lichuma 
told delegates at a side event on Day 
3 of the UN climate talks (COP22) in 
Marrakech, where an analysis of the 
Paris Agreement and gender in Africa 
was presented.

Ms. Lichuma explained that 
integration would ensure that the 
excluded gender is involved at all 
levels, as opposed to their needs just 
being mainstreamed in policies and 
strategies. Highlighting agriculture 
which is believed to be the main 
source of Africa's emissions and 
largely dominated by women, she 
bemoaned the failure by the Paris 
Agreement to include more explicit 
recognition of the gender dimension.

"The AU Climate Change Strategy 
is almost ready, and will soon be 
tabled to the high-level organ for 
adoption. I therefore encourage you 
to keep pushing the gender agenda 
at the negotiating table and ensure 
that it is part of the strategies for 
the implementation of the Paris 
Agreement," she said.

Africa's Agenda 2063 has a clear 
aspiration on gender, which is linked 
to youth development as the two have 
been identified key components to 
unlock Africa's development potential.

"Women and youth carry 
the burden of Africa's poverty, 
destitution, but the solution lies in 
empowering these two groups with 
agricultural solutions that work; all 
it requires is commitment," said Tabi 
Joda, a youth ambassador on climate 
change, explaining his involvement 
in the promotion of climate smart 
agricultural innovations to entice 
youths into agriculture.

Africa microfinance leaders meet 
to strengthen sector

The 17th African Confederation 
of Cooperative, Savings and Credit 
Association (ACCOSCA) summit, which 
took place in the Rwandan capital 
Kigali recently, focused on finding ways 
to strengthen the microfinance sector 
on the continent.

Speaking on the occasion, Executive 
Director of the Association of 
Microfinance Institutions in Rwanda 
(AMIR), John Peter Rwema, said that 
the summit presents Rwanda and 
continental sector stakeholders and 
experts an opportunity to engage 
and share experience so as to devise 
better mechanisms on how to further 
enhance African microfinance industry.

The five-day summit brought 
together over 1,000 delegates from 
Africa and beyond to discuss key issues 
affecting the sector on the continent.

Rwanda’s Minister for Trade, 
Industry and EAC Affairs, Francois 
Kanimba, said the summit was a 
platform for African Cooperatives to 

discuss mechanisms on how they can 
create integrated systems that work 
toward the continent's development 
agenda. 

"We intend to create linkages 
between co-operative financial 
institutions and other stakeholders to 
network, create partnerships, share 
experiences, good practices and come 
up with practical and innovative ways 
of addressing the many issues that 
face the co-operative sector," said the 
minister.

The annual summit attracted 
participants from 30 countries, 
including Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanzania, Seychelles, Botswana, 
Lesotho, Malawi, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Ghana, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Canada, 
Croatia, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Scotland and the USA. Microfinance 
institutions play a central role in 
governments' efforts to deepen 
financial inclusion, as well as boost 
household income and reduce poverty, 
especially among rural communities.

Microfinance leaders meet to 
strengthen sector

Gender integration key to implementing 
Paris Agreement 

Africa  a business opportunity in the making
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From the discovery of penicillin in 1928 to 
the introduction of the last of the main 

groups of antibiotics in the 1960s, humanity’s 
capacity to fight pathogenic bacteria has been 
transformative. But, over time, the number of 
antibiotics to which bacteria are susceptible 
has been dwindling, and some pathogens have 
become resistant to most or all existing drugs. 
As a result, once-treatable infections are 
becoming deadly again.

Already, antibiotic resistance is leading to 
an estimated 700,000 deaths per year, with 
financial costs reaching tens of billions of dollars. 
As antibiotic resistance continues to undermine 
our ability to treat cancers, transplant organs, 
and implant prosthesis, these figures will only 
rise.

Many factors have contributed to rising 
antibiotic resistance. Bacteria can reproduce 
and mutate rapidly, and they can establish 
something of a ‘genetic internet’ that enables 
certain pathogenic bacteria to ‘download’ 
antibiotic-resistant genes. Moreover, most 
antibiotics are natural products of soil bacteria, 
in which antibiotic resistance can occur naturally. 
When human-made antibiotics were introduced 
on a massive scale, the bacteria with resistance 
became the most prevalent.

Today, humans release about 100,000 tons 
of antibiotics per year. If those antibiotics 
were being used properly and saving lives, 
a reasonable cost-benefit analysis might be 
possible. But about 70 percent of them are used 
to make farm animals to grow a bit faster. The 
other 30 percent, while used to treat people, are 
often prescribed incorrectly or needlessly. And, 
because a substantial share of the used drugs are 
released into the environment with wastewater 
and manure, bacterial communities in soils, 
waters, and wildlife are also exposed.

If this abuse of antibiotics does not end, we 
will soon find ourselves without drugs to treat 
bacterial infections effectively. But while some 
steps are being taken — a high-level United 
Nations meeting last September produced 
proposals for some international measures — 
they are far from adequate.

What is really needed is an immediate 
worldwide ban on the agricultural use of 
antibiotics. Moreover, guidelines for the clinical 
use of antibiotics, which the medical community 
now follows as closely as those concerning how 
to pick a necktie, must be reviewed and strongly 
enforced. These two measures alone — both 
of which could be enacted by governmental 
regulatory agencies — would reduce the use of 
antibiotics by nearly 80 percent, slowing the rise 
of antibiotic resistance substantially.

Of course, getting governments to implement 
such measures will not be easy, because they run 
counter to powerful economic interests, the 
most obvious being the pharmaceutical industry, 
which sells $40 billion worth of antibiotics each 
year. While Big Pharma has a strong interest in 
continued antibiotic abuse, it has little interest 
in developing new antibiotics to tackle drug-
resistant bacteria. Drugs for chronic illnesses 
and cancer are better for their bottom line.

So Big Pharma is seeking ‘incentives’ to 
pursue research and development of new 
antibiotics, such as extended patents or tax 
breaks; the alternative would be to charge 
astronomical prices for new drugs. But the 
benefits of such incentives for pharmaceutical 
companies would far exceed the cost of the 
actual R&D pursued; they would be instruments 

to funnel public funds into private hands — the 
very hands that caused the problem.

Beyond all of these carrots, however, 
societies should consider using some sticks. I 
propose an initiative that rates pharmaceutical 
companies according to their contribution to 
solving the antibiotic-resistance problem; those 
that do not contribute should be punished with 
fewer sales. I call it NANBU (No Antibiotics, No 
Business).

NANBU would grant points to companies 
with vigorous research programs or with 
new antibiotics in the development pipeline. 
Companies that do not manufacture or sell 
antibiotics for agricultural purposes, or that 
refuse to promote the use of antibiotics for 
diseases that do not require such drugs, would 
gain points as well. Those that engaged in 
the opposite behaviors — selling antibiotics 
as livestock ‘growth promoters’ or actively 
encouraging physicians to prescribe the drugs 
— would lose points.

At first, virtually all drug companies would 
have negative scores. But, over time, the 
ratings could be adjusted, always according to 
scientifically sound advice from an independent 
group of experts. The ratings could then be used 
to guide drug-purchasing decisions.

For many kinds of relevant drugs, there are 
several options with similar efficacy and safety, 
produced by different companies. So clinicians 
could prescribe drugs mostly from highly rated 
companies, and avoid drugs from companies 
with low ratings. Patients could encourage 
such decision-making, and follow suit when 
purchasing over-the-counter drugs. Over time, 
antibiotics could become more profitable 
again, as engaged companies sell more of their 
other drugs and the need for costly incentives 
diminishes.

The key to NANBU’s success will be to 
ensure widespread understanding of the 
antibiotic-resistance threat and what is needed 
to combat it. This would give patients and 
doctors the impetus to regard NANBU ratings 
in making drug decisions, as well as to pressure 
their governments to take even stronger 
action. The use of a public awareness campaign 
to intensify pressure on governments to pursue 
necessary but difficult measures has worked 
before — for example, in advancing forest and 
fishery sustainability.

Public awareness was among the priorities 
highlighted at the UN meeting. To carry out 
that global effort, however, we need a new 
global institution that really is up to the task. 

NANBU, as an international NGO, would be able 
to cope with the transnational nature of most 
drug companies, while being protected from 
national-level lobbying or political pressure.

Antibiotic-resistant bacteria represent a 

global threat, and therefore cannot be addressed 
with national measures alone. The world must 
think and act together to preserve the huge gains 
to human health and wellbeing that antibiotics 
have enabled.

Antibiotics that work
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The Ambassador of Belgium to Kuwait H.E. Andy Detaille 
hosted a reception at his residence on the occasion of King’s 

Day in Belgium on Tuesday, 15 November. Acting Deputy Foreign 
Minister and Assistant Foreign Minister for European Affairs Walid 
Al-Khubaizi was the guest of honor. Members of the diplomatic 
corps, Kuwaiti officials and media personnel attended the 
reception. 

Ever since 1866, King’s Day has been celebrated each year on 
November 15 in honor of the Belgian Monarch.

Belgian Ambassador hosts reception on King’s Day 

Exhibition commemorates Kuwaiti-
Polish Archaeological Collaboration

Ambassador of the Republic of Poland 
to the State of Kuwait H.E. Grzegorz 

Olszak and Secretary General of the National 
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters Eng Ali Al-
Youha jointly inaugurated an exhibition titled 
'Ten years of Kuwaiti-Polish Archaeological 
Cooperation'. Photographs and documents 
were displayed of the Kuwait-Polish 
archaeological discoveries. 

Eng Al-Youha affirmed in his speech that 
he was pleased over the discoveries made 

during excavation, some of 
which are 10.000 years old, 
in Failaka Island in north of 
Kuwait. On his part, Polish 
Ambassador Olszak also 
showed his pleasure over the 
archaeological find, praising 
the cooperation between his 
country and Kuwait.

In the 10 years since the 
beginning of the Kuwait-
Polish cooperation, seven 
research projects were 
undertaken, four of which 
are still ongoing. On 
the Polish side, over 50 
researchers and students 

took part in these projects. Among them 
there were not just archaeologists, but also 
geologists, anthropologists, palaeobotanists, 
archaeozoologists, conservators, topographers 
and photographers. Their combined research 
resulted in the broadening of the knowledge of 
various aspects of Kuwait’s past. The common 
work done by the Polish visitors with their 
Kuwaiti colleagues afforded a great occasion to 
get to know each other better and forge new 
scientific and personal ties.

Smart Indian School (SIS) organized a grand 
event for the long anticipated Children’s day 

on 14 November at the school premises. 
The song of the day ‘Bachche Man Ke 

Sachche’ kept resonating with the students and 
they enjoyed a range of activities organized by 
the faculty. 

The teachers through their efforts gave the 

children a good time and a fun-filled day that 
was a befitting tribute to Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru.  

The highlight of the day was the entertaining 
musical drama ‘School Life – a rendezvous’ that 
emphasized the message ‘we stayed together, 
ate together and learnt together – a living 
together experience’.

Smart Indian School celebrates 
Children’s Day

Al Manshar Rotana spreads happiness 
through charitable initiative

Families and children of 
Kuwait Association for 

Care of Children in Hospital 
(KACCH) enjoyed another fun 
day at Al Manshar Rotana 
Hotel in Fahaheel on 10 
November.

General Manager Imad 
Zaboura commented: “Our 
‘Spreading Happiness’ 
initiative is now on its second 
year and we are very happy to 
doing it again with KACCH. 
Just like on the first year, we 
are so pleased to see the 
smiles of these little Angels, 
it brings colours and hope to 
everyone.” 

Children ages from 6 to 10 
years together with their families enjoyed a day of activities as well as gifts and games.  Children also 
relished a delicious buffet.
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RunQ8, the annual charity initiative organized 
by Fawzia Sultan Rehabilitation Institute 

(FSRI) and founding partner Agility, organized 
its sixth edition which witnessed involvement of 
more than 2,000 participants from across Kuwait 
on 12 November.  The participants gathered at 
The Scientific Center for the start of the two races 
that were marked 5km and 10km respectively. 
The competitive athletes and runners gave it 
their best, competing for the top prizes, while 
others opted to jog or preferred to walk leisurely 
in the company of family and friends.  

Aside from the regular categories, RunQ8 
introduced a new addition to their category list 
this year called the ‘Master Division’ to recognize 
the efforts of participants between the ages of 

55 and above.RunQ8 was clearly fun for everyone 
whether you used the opportunity to enjoy a 
fun outing or for runners to test their athletic 
abilities in the track competition. A RunQ8 
Village allowed the supporters of the runners to 
assemble where they could partake in a variety 
of offerings such as snacks, beverages and 
others from booths set up by local vendors and 
businesses. 

RunQ8 is one the most well-known charity 
sporting events that raises funds in support of 
FSRI’s Children’s Evaluation and Rehabilitation 
Center (CERC) - a non-profit pediatrics facility 
that helps children with disabilities get the 
specialized interdisciplinary treatment and care 
they need, often by subsidizing the cost.

RunQ8 Marathon - going the distance for charity

Images Med Clinic held a two-day seminar and workshop 
under the direction of Images Med Clinic owner and MRI and 

CT imaging consultant, Dr. Yehia Sulaiman, in association with 
Dr. Laurent Macron from the George Pomedo Hospital in Paris, 
and Senior Imaging technologist Salah Elzaaneen at Images 
Med Clinic. 

The conference and workshop was centered on the discussion 

of modern methods for patients with cardiovascular issues, and 
participants highlighted the latest technology and researches 
that would help patients in dire need. The workshop featured 
extensive lectures, including one that stressed on the best use 
protocols for MRI and CT imaging that would ensure patient 
safety. In addition, all present joined in an open conversation to 
debate these tests in Kuwait and their effectiveness particularly 

emphasizing their performance standards. Dr. Sulaiman spoke 
on the importance of such events to enhance the quality of 
services provided by Images Med Clinic and underscored how 
it will benefit the medical staff and improve patient care. He 
added that it was in the public interest that professionals 
should understand the latest international standards for MRI 
and CT imaging equipment available at Images Med Clinic.

Images Med Clinic organizes two-day seminar

Indian Muslim Association– Youth Wing (IMA- YW) hosted a dinner gathering at the Crowne Plaza 
hotel on 11 November, as part of their ongoing campaign against the wastage of resources, which 

is being held to commemorate the completion of 10 remarkable years of service to the society. The 
gathering was aimed at introducing IMA Youth Wing and showcasing its activities and achievements 
over the past decade to the attendees.

The main highlight of the evening was an interesting presentation by Adnan Tonse that introduced 
IMA Youth Wing to the audience and detailed its extensive work in the field of education, social 
welfare, environmental responsibility, spiritual trainings, career enhancement, cultural programs, 
sports and other diverse activities over the past 10 years. At the end of the presentation, he urged 
everyone present to join hands with IMA Youth Wing for a better tomorrow. A short Q&A session 
was held thereafter, where Wajid Hashmi interacted with the guests who expressed their interest in 
supporting the activities of the organization. 

IMA-YW hosts dinner gathering 
to mark 10 years of service
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Tip
s

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at editor@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

When preparing French fries, let raw 
potatoes stand in cold water for at least half 
an hour before frying to improve crispiness

If your cake recipe calls for nuts, heat them 
first in the oven, and then dust with flour 
before adding to the batter to keep them from 
settling to the bottom of the pan

Instead of adding raw garlic to sauces, sauté 
the garlic first for a milder flavor

Thriftier than whole joints of 
meat, quick to cook and easy 
to shape - mince is a much - 
maligned dream ingredient. 
Beyond reliable beef mince, 
almost all meats can be 
minced, but each version 
should be treated differently 
to fully enjoy the benefits. 

Buying: When purchasing, avoid 
anything with a grey tinge and try to 
pick the most vibrantly colored meat 
you can find.  If you are not sure what 
is in your supermarket pre-packaged 
mince, then head over to the butcher’s 
counter and ask them to take a whole 
piece of meat and mince it for you 
then and there. 

Also, when buying, consider the fat 
content of the mince. Beef mince, and 

sometimes lamb, is graded by its fat 
content, and remember that some fat 
is desirable as it adds flavour and helps 
keep the meat moist during cooking.

The standard fat content of mince 
is 20 percent, but you can opt for lean 
or extra-lean version. This will result 
in a healthier meal, but the leaner 
the meat the higher the tendency to 
dry out during cooking.  Pick certain 
mince for certain dishes - fatty lamb 
and beef make for juicy hamburgers, 
while leaner turkey or chicken mince 
work best when served as smaller 
meatballs or in a sauce.

Choosing: 

Lamb mince: This type of mince can 
be quite fatty, so make sure to look for 

mince that has more meat than fat. If 
you are buying from a butcher, then 
ask for neck or belly for a rich mince, 
and leg for a leaner version. Lamb 
mince can be used to prepare kofta 
kebabs and merguez sausages (red, 
spicy mutton or beef - based fresh 
sausage).

Turkey mince: This leaner mince is 
cheap and plentiful. It works well when 
served with strong herbs and spices as 
it is not as rich in flavor as the red. 

Due to its subtle profile, you can 
use turkey mince as a replacement for 
beef without altering the finished dish 
too much, but remember to take note 
of its fat content - extra lean turkey 
mince may dry out during cooking, 
so make sure to envelop it in lots of 
sauce. If you are planning on shaping 
it into patties or meatballs, try not to 
make them too thick. When preparing, 
separate the mince with your fingers, 
fry until crumbly and then serve with 
the sauce of your choice. 

Beef mince: This mince is used in a 
lot of classic dishes such as spaghetti 
Bolognese, beef burgers and chili con 
carne. Choose the leanness carefully.

While Bolognese and other rich 
sauces benefit from the flavorsome 

full-fat mince, neglecting to drain 
off excess grease after browning may 
flood the sauce with an oily layer.

On the other hand, burgers work 
well when made with fatty beef as 
they retain the juiciness throughout - 
chuck or flank are both well-marbled 
cuts. 

Vegetable mince: There are lots 
of different versions of textured 
vegetarian mince. It is often found in 
the freezer section of supermarkets, 
and is commonly made with soya 
beans. While soya mince lacks the 
natural flavour of mince made from 
meat, it absorbs other flavours easily 
and is also low on fat which is quite 
suitable for vegetarians. Vegetarian 
mince does not need to be browned, 
so it can be stirred directly into dishes. 

Prepare your own: If you are lucky 
enough to own a suitable appliance, 
mincer attachments can be bought 
separately so you can feed your choice 
of meat through to your desired 
coarseness. If you are in the mood 
for a lengthy kitchen session, you can 
always try chopping your own mince, 
but the result would be as perfect as 
with an appliance. 

Pad it out: While mince is a budget 
product, it is still made from expensive 
meat. Stretch it a little further by 
packing your sauces full of vegetables 
and lentils. Adding extra celery, sweet 
potato and other chunky vegetables 
to a sauce will help create body and 
reduce the need for more mince.

 Cooking with 

MINCE

Pizzeria Amami aims to be a 
traditional Italian pizzeria 

where visitors can enjoy pizza in the 

traditional way and from the freshest 
produce while appreciating a relaxing 
dining experience as if they were dining 
in Italy itself.

A unit of the Faisal Al Kazemi 
Group of Companies, Pizzeria Amami 
delivers authentic, traditional, tasty 
and simple Italian cuisine in a modern, 

unpretentious environment, while 
maintaining the comfortable feel of 
traditional Italy. Amami translates to 
‘Love Me’, which expresses the true 
heart of Italian cooking. 

Diners can watch the exuberant 
Italian chefs engage in food 
preparation in a relaxed-yet-distinctive 
contemporary theatre style open 
kitchen, with a huge olivewood burning 
oven. 

Welcoming and knowledgeable 
staff serve guests from Pizzeria 
Amami’s signature menu where 

one can savour the true tastes of 
Italy through a variety of dishes of 
traditional pizzas, pastas and desserts. 
All produced are handmade fresh and 
artfully crafted using only the freshest 
Italian ingredients. An experience at 
Pizzeria Amami will not be complete 
without tasting their famous espresso.

This restaurant offers a dine-in or 
take-away option, the informal and 
friendly atmosphere makes it the 

perfect venue for on-the-go executives 
looking for a quick, authentic Italian 
meal or simply a place for people to 
relax and drink coffee. It does not 
matter if you are catching up with 
friends or simply enjoying a well-
earned break yourself, Pizzeria Amami 
presents the perfect taste of simple 
traditional Italian cuisine in stylish, 
comfortable surroundings.

Pizzeria Amami 
The essence of Italy in the heart of Kuwait
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In Africa, Kuwait integrates 
humanitarian action with 

development
In its drive to deepen and expand relations 

with the African Continent, Kuwait juggles 
economic, development and humanitarian 
action with diplomatic one.

Relations with African nations have been a top 
issue in Kuwait's foreign policy. In this regard, 
the Kuwaiti government has unveiled several 
initiatives to give impetus to development 
marches in African developing countries. 
Kuwait hosting of the 3rd Afro-Arab summit 
in November 2013 and the initiative made by 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to allocate US$ one billion 
to finance development projects in African 
countries in five years, to come through low-
interest loans, have shown the Gulf country's 
great interest in fostering strong relations with 
Continent.

Kuwait has kept promises it made in the 
previous summit of meeting the needs of 
African countries of improving their economy, 
infrastructure, food security, agriculture and 
development projects; hence bettering the lives 
of its people. The 3rd Summit adopted a new 
partnership strategy and a joint plan of action.
Kuwait also launched a US$-one-million worth 
prize to scientific researches on topics focused 
on development in Africa. The winner of this 
year's edition of the prize would be honored in 
a ceremony to be held on Wednesday on the 
sidelines of the 4th Afro-Arab summit, which 
will be held in Equatorial Guinea on November 
23, 2016. The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development (KFAED), the state's agency for 
the provision and administration of financial and 
technical assistance to developing countries, 
have entered in partnerships with 30 African 
countries.

Moreover, the Kuwait Investment Authority 
has also pumped huge capitals into the 
infrastructure, energy, agriculture and industry 

sectors in Africa.
Earlier this month, Kuwait handed over a 

special project to enhance the medical services 
delivery system at the African Union Commission 
(AUC) Headquarters. Welcoming the project, 
the AUC Chairperson Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini 
Zuma said it was very important as it serves as 
a practical symbol of solidarity between the 
African Union and the government of Kuwait.

She then added that the AU has a memorandum 
of understanding with the government of 
Kuwait that includes the next phase after this 
one. "It will support the Africa Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), 
an institution critical towards building resilience 
and coordination in the continent to manage and 
prevent the spread of diseases.  Kuwait has also 
rushed to help African countries hit by the recent 
outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus,” She added.  
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah donated US$ five million to 
the World Health Organization and the United 
Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs to help qualify medical centers in the 
virus-hit countries to deal with the emergency.

Kuwait's non-government organizations such 
as Kuwait Red Crescent Society, the International 
Islamic Charitable Organization and the Islamic 
Heritage Revival Society have been providing 
financial, technical and humanitarian aid to 
many African countries. In recognition of his 
great humanitarian action, the United Nations 
proclaimed His Highness the Amir a "Humanitarian 
Leader" and Kuwait a "Humanitarian Center" on 
September 9, 2014. The 4th Afro-Arab Summit will 
be held in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, and will build 
up on resolutions made in the previous summit. It 
will focus on building foundations of respect, trust 
and common interest. It will also focus on finding 
common grounds on economic and sustainable 
development cooperation. 

The British Business Forum (BBF) held 
its monthly meeting on Wednesday, 16 

November at the British Embassy premises. 
The guest speaker for the evening was Reaven 
D'Souza, Managing Editor of The Times, Kuwait, 
who gave a useful insight to the gathering on the 
upcoming elections in Kuwait.

Addressing the packed hall of attendees, Mr. 
Reaven explained the various processes of the 
upcoming elections. He briefly touched upon 
constituencies, candidates, voter-registration 
and some other salient features of the elections.
As the oldest directly-elected parliament among 
Arab Gulf states, Kuwait's parliament is among 

the most powerful and vocal in the region. In this 
year's election, there are 483,186 eligible voters 
registered across the country, comprising of 
230,430 men and 252,756 women voters.
A question answer session, which followed the 
presentation, saw many interesting queries from 
the audience being answered by the speaker.

Donald Teale of the BBF gave away the raffle 
prizes and delivered the vote of thanks in addition 
to presenting a plaque to the guest speaker.
The British Business Forum (BBF) is a not-for-
profit organization for business people under 
the aegis and patronage of the British Embassy in 
Kuwait.

BBF members get an overview of Kuwait elections

Dasman Diabetes Institute (DDI), a leading 
campaigner for diabetes awareness 

in Kuwait, held an informative event to 
commemorate World Diabetes Day on Thursday, 
17 November, 2016 on its premises.  Visitors at 
the event could consult with diabetes specialists 
and dietitians who explained various facets 
of diabetes and promoted a healthy lifestyle.  
Around 1000 guests attended, showing their 
interest to prevent and manage this dangerous 
lifestyle disease.

The information offered included proper 
dietary habits, importance of physical activity 
and oral health. Aside from readily available 
information, visitors could take advantage 
of blood glucose testing, funduscopic and 
podiatric exams set up by DDI, in addition to 
receive nutritional, educational and fitness 

consultations by the Institute’s experts.  Many 
well-known organizations such as Kuwait 
Diabetes Society, Oral Health Program (Ministry 
of Health), LOYAC, Kuwait Finance House 
amongst others, were onsite to outline various 
options for people living with diabetes and 
encourage awareness among the general public.
The aim of the event was to prevent the 
complications of diabetes in people with 
diabetes through raising awareness about the 
difficulties, and empowering those affected 
by diabetes to proactively take control of their 
disease and improve their quality of life. 

Creating a fun and exciting environment, 
everyone benefited from the informative 
sessions while children enjoyed fun shows 
featuring mascots, a magic show, and other 
educational activities

DDI organizes annual Open Day 
commemorating World Diabetes Day 
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Winter is always a special time in New York! Now 
Kuwaiti customers can experience a taste of this 

season at Dean & Deluca, with a fine assortment of 
international seasonal delicacies and treats.

From 14 November to 2 January, store visitors can enjoy 
a selection of freshly baked goodies, including Panettone 
sweet bread loafs and their range of tasty fillings, seasonal 
mince pies stuffed with rich fruits and spices, and Stollen, 
Germany’s traditional holiday bread loaded with chopped 

dried fruits, nuts and spices, and dusted 
in powdered sugar. 
Throughout the season, the butchery 
section will offer the most delicious 
cuts to complete the holiday feast, 
including free-range turkeys, Australian 
lamb legs, American Angus beef and 
Scottish smoked salmon. 
Dean & Deluca has also put together 
an extensive selection of prepared 
foods, with everything from whole 
roast turkeys to all the delicious 
fixings needed to ensure your festive 
gatherings are extra-special. 
There are numerous sweet treats, 
including a wide range of scrumptious 
biscuits.  Chocoholics will be delighted 
with the holiday-themed selection of 

chocolates from world-renowned brands such as Bendicks 
Bittermints’ premium dark mint chocolate, traditionally-
handcrafted Whitakers Chocolates and Valrhona’s 
artisanal French chocolates. Dean & Deluca also offers 
gift hampers that can be personalized to the individual 
taste palettes of your loved ones, and the Build Your Own 
Gingerbread packs that bring back the winter fun with 
easy-to-assemble gingerbread house kits.

Taste the magic of winter in New York at Dean & Deluca

JW Marriott Kuwait sponsored 
the 4th blood donation campaign 

for the Pharaoh Bikers Motorcycle 
Club, the first and only Egyptian 
motorcycle club in Kuwait, which was 

organized in cooperation with the 
Kuwait Central Blood Bank (KCBB). 
The event took place on Friday, 11 
November at the luxurious Al Jahra 
Ballroom with more than 200 bikers 

participating in this great initiative. 
A special medical clinic was set 

up by the Central Blood Bank to allow 
the bikers to donate blood while 
also giving them the opportunity to 
undergo some basic health checks. 
The blood bank was able to collect 
more than 70 blood units.

The Doctors from the KCBB 
explained that blood is always 
needed in Kuwait, and mentioned 
that they are pleased with the 
generosity and level of awareness 
of both locals and expatriates in the 
country.

Commenting on the event, 
George Aoun, Cluster General 
Manager of Kuwait Marriott Hotels, 
said: “Sponsoring this great event 
reinforces Marriott’s ongoing 
commitment towards supporting 
every aspect of the local community 
and environment, while fulfilling its 
global 'Spirit to Serve' initiatives."

JW Marriott Kuwait sponsors blood donation drive

Expats to pay tax on remittances under government reforms
A local daily reported that the government is 

in the early stages of strategizing for taxing 
expat remittance and companies. The details 
mentioned in the media reveal that a special 
ministerial committee has outlined a package 
of economic and financial reform legislation 
that the new Cabinet will present, which will 
then be referred to the new parliament during 

December. As part of the reforms, there will be 
a 10 percent tax on companies and a 5 percent 
tax on expats’ money transfers.
The media has also mentioned that the 
government is expecting a strong reaction 
from the parliament, but will persist in 
spearheading economic reform as the 
government’s agenda is an important issue, 

as is security and the GCC security pact. The 
new tax additions are part of the government’s 
initiative to execute its reform plan early.  The 
plan follows the release of a report this week 
by the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
which indicated that it was necessary for 
Kuwait to trim its budget deficit by reducing its 
subsidies. 

Indian Educational School (Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan, Kuwait) joined 

hands with the CBSE and celebrated 
the National Education Day to 
commemorate the birth anniversary 
of the great scholar Maulana Abdul 
Kalam Azad, the first education 

minister of the Independent India on 
13 November. Colorful cultural events 
including enthralling group dances 
and a fascinating skit by the secondary 
students of IES, entertained the 
audience.

Natasha of grade 9 shed light on 
the life and accomplishment of the 
great scholar Maulana Abdul Kalam 
Azad and Nityansh of grade 6 recited 
a poem in Hindi on the lives of the 
national heroes of India.
The Principal extolled the efforts of 

the Departments of French, Hindi and 
Sanskrit for organizing such a function 
that manifested the essence of the 
day in its true spirit. The celebration 
ended with a feeling of pride and 
enlightenment in each spirited soul. 

Nearly 15 percent of development projects 
ready to be implemented

Around 15 percent of development 
projects are now ready to be 

implemented, says Minister of 
Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-
Sabeeh, describing the progress as an 
‘unprecedented achievement.’
Al-Sabeeh made these remarks after 
attending a workshop organized by 
a municipal committee dealing with 
development and reforms.
Moreover, she noted that the workshop 
featured discussions of 15 projects 
belonging to 10 government bodies, 
adding that four of these projects are 
now, "ready to be implemented."
Al-Sabeeh added that the remainder of 
the projects are being sorted out. On 
some impediments to these projects, 
she said that "a lot of them have been 
given clearance but require certain 
tweaks that have stalled their progress."

Bhavans rejoices over 
National Education Day

Nasser S. Al-Hajri Corporation 
(NSH), known for its humanitarian 

and welfare programs, organized 
a workshop for its employees to 
observe World Diabetes Day.

During the course of the 

workshop, Dr. Allen delivered a talk 
on how to manage and prevent the 
disease while project manager PV 
Santhosh, safety director Michael O 
Baili and corporate HR Manager Pani 
J Anthony gave in their inputs.

NSH Corporation conducts 
diabetes awareness event 
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CRIME

Kuwait airport bans entry of expats for bidding farewell to travelers

Director of Domestic Workers 
Department in the Interior 

Ministry Mohammad Al-Ajmi 
has announced the cancellation 
of licenses issued to 42 domestic 
labor offices due to failure to 
rectify their status as per Article 
50 of Domestic Workers Law 
Number 68/2015 and Item Seven 
of Article 17 of Ministerial Decision 
Number 2194/2016. Article 50 law 
number 68/2015 obliges licensed 
domestic labor offices to rectify 
their status according to the new 
law, or else, they will lose their 
license.
Article 17 of Ministerial Decision 

Number 2194/2016 stipulates 
withdrawal of license issued to 
a domestic labor office upon the 
instruction of the Interior Minister 
in certain situations: If the office 
violated licensing conditions, if it 
provided false information, in case 
of its dissolution, sublicensing 
activities, transformation of its 
branches into housing units for 
domestic workers, among others.
In a press statement, the Public 
Relations and Security Media 
General Department disclosed the 
affected domestic labor offices 
have been included on the security 
list barring issuance of visa. 

Licenses issued to 42 domestic 
labor offices revoked

Airport Security Department 
of Kuwait International 

Airport headed by its new director 
Brigadier Waleed Al-Saleh has 
decided to ban expatriates entry 
into the airport for bidding 
farewell to their traveling relatives 
and friends.
Seeing off their loved ones is now 
restricted to the main gate only.
The orders have been given to 
implement several security 
measures at the entrance gates on 
the first floor due to a number of 
reasons with congestion topping 
the list.
Expatriates are named as the 
reason behind the congestion as 
more people come to see off a 
single person or family. There are 
also communities who come with 
another agenda such as looking 
for compatriots who are traveling 

to their countries in order to give 
them bags to hand over to people 
who wait at the airports in those 
countries. 
These issues have resulted in 

congestion at the check-in zones 
which has now led to expatriates 
being banned from entering 
departure area except for when 
they are traveling.

Officers from the Residency Investigation Affairs General Department in the 
Interior Ministry arrested members of two dummy domestic labor offices, 
one of which encourages housemaids to run away from their sponsors by 
promising double their salary and the other operates as a daily maid services 
center. In a press statement, Public Relations and Security Media General 
Department disclosed the officers took action in response to a complaint 
from a Kuwaiti who said one of the dummy domestic labor offices is 
swindling citizens and expatriates.Investigations led to the arrest of two 
Egyptians: one a taxi driver in charge of transporting absconding maids for 
KD 250 monthly pay and the other who provides maids to citizens at a cost 
of KD 400. Both have criminal records and one of them is wanted by law for 
violating the Residency Law.

Fake doctor arrested: An Asian carpenter was arrested in Farwaniya for 
treating patients in their homes for an undisclosed amount. He was 
found to be in the possession of a kit full of pills and syringes. After 
receiving information about his illegal activities, he was put under 
surveillance by security forces and thereafter arrested. It was later 
discovered that he merely gave them painkillers. 

Fake maids offices busted

Fake doctor arrested

Criminal Detective Police (Farwaniya Security Command) arrested two 
Egyptians for forging residency renewal stickers at the Interior Ministry 
in exchange for money.  One of them has criminal records of three fraud 
cases worth KD 9,224 and 13 complaints. The officers raided the house of the 
suspects where they found two passports as well as several fake residency 
stickers and financial stamps, and many Interior Ministry transaction 
documents. 

Security officers at the Air Cargo Department in Kuwait International 
Airport arrested an Indian for attempting to smuggle marijuana through 
a parcel registered as homemade food ingredients. According to security 
sources, the officers stationed at the department suspected the parcel, 
prompting them to wait for the recipient to collect it. This led to the 
suspect’s arrest and he was referred to the concerned authorities.

Coast Guard Department foiled two attempts to smuggle 10 birds of prey 
and 101 bustards into the country via sea. A press release by the MoI stated 
that when the officers from the Coast Guard Department were patrolling 
the territorial waters in south of Boubyan Island, they stopped a boat based 
on suspicions and checked the details of the two individuals who were found 
to be Kuwaiti citizens.

Two nabbed in ‘iqama’ forgery

Indian drug peddler arrested

Attempt to smuggle falcons, bustards foiled

A Kuwaiti citizen was arrested for waylaying expatriates and robbing 
them of their possessions at knifepoint.In a press statement, the 
General Department of Public Relations and Media Security explained 
that the Operations Room of MoI received several complaints from 
expatriates staying near Amman Street that they were robbed of their 
cash and mobile phones by an unknown individual in deserted areas. 
The victims insisted that the assailant grabbed them, beat them and 
robbed them. Officers affiliated to Hawally Criminal Investigation 
Department launched investigations and arrested the Kuwaiti citizen. 
He later confessed to committing robberies not only in Amman Street 
but also in Khaitan. 

Kuwaiti arrested for robbing expats
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The Ambassador of Vietnam to Kuwait H.E. 
Nguyen Hong Thao hosted a reception in 

honor of his assignment to the International Law 
Commission (ILC) – United Nations on Thursday, 

17 November at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  
Vietnamese Ambassador Hong Thao became the 
country’s first-ever diplomat to be elected to the 
ILC in a ceremony held in New York on 3 November 

2016. In a gesture of appreciation for the support 
received, the Ambassador extended his thanks 
to the gathering of members of the diplomatic 
corps, dignitaries and media personnel. 

In his address to the gathering, the Ambassador 
showed his gratitude and appreciation for the 
honor having bestowed on him, and for the 
support he received. 

Vietnamese diplomat hosts reception on assignment to ILC

Usha Uthup spellbinds with 
multi-language concert

To mark the 10th year anniversary 
of its existence in Kuwait, The 

Kuwait Chapter of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of India 
(ICAI) organized ‘Usha Uthup Live 
in Concert’ at Cambridge English 
school, Mangaf on Friday, 18 
November.

Indian pop diva Padmashree 
awardee Usha Uthup along with 
her musicians Raja Narayan Dev 
(Keyboard), Amal Roy (Octapad), 
Nepal Chandra Shaw (Bass Guitar) 
and Benu Chatterjee (lead Guitar) 
provided spectacular entertainment 
for the large gathering.  

Usha rendered many popular 

English songs in her rich vocals, 
starting with ‘I believe in Music, I 
believe in love’ followed by songs 
titled ‘Sky fall’, ‘Stand by me’ among 
other hits.  

This was followed by a session of 
Indian songs such as ‘Don- Hai ye 
maya, Bulleya’, ‘Dum Maaro Dum’, 
‘Monica’, ‘Rambha Ho’ and others. 

Usha at 70 proved she was the 
complete package by presenting a 
highly energetic performance that 
was full of enthusiasm and fun. 
She also interacted well with the 
audience by encouraging a few lucky 
ones to dance and sing beside her on 
stage. 

The Elections' Affairs Department of the Interior Ministry 
is busy putting the last touches on the ballot boxes in 

preparation for the upcoming parliamentary elections 
which is to be held on 26 November.

The department's personnel have been working 
continuously to ensure the boxes are as transparent ahead 
of the elections. 

Some 363 candidates, including 15 women are running 
for elections. Some 483,186 eligible voters, both male and 
female will be heading over to the polling centers on 26 
November to vote for their desired candidates. 

The Interior Ministry has allocated some 4,000 personnel 
to supervise the elections. 

Ballot boxes ready for upcoming parliamentary elections

In every parliamentary elections, 
there are some who are ‘silent’ and 

not interested in voting for candidates 
and in case they do vote, they would be 
sure to turn the tables.

Candidates for the upcoming 
parliamentary elections are trying 
their best to bring those silent people 
to vote and exercise their right.

Such groups of people are called 
differently in every country, where 
some call them the ‘"Silent Majority’, 
‘Hesitant or Negative’ and in Egypt 
they are called the ‘Couch Party’.

This category of silent people are 
estimated between 10-50 percent 
according to semi-official statistics 
as their participation is linked to their 
mood, timing of the elections and to 
the nature of issues being addressed 
on the political and media arenas.

Political researcher and academician 
Dr. Ayed Al-Mannaa said that the silent 
majority in its political approach does 

not exist in Kuwait, however, there is a 
large number of people who have no 
interest in politics or in elections, but 
can make a change in the elections.

He added that such group is also 
found in the rest of the world and 
is becoming a target for candidates 
once they decided to break their 
silence and take part in presidential or 
parliamentary elections' process.

He attributed their rejection to take 
part to psychological, political and 
religious matters or to the failure of 
politicians to reach out for them and 
lure them into participating.

He said that such hesitant or 
silent group could heavily impact the 
elections and determine the identity 
of the next parliament should they 
decided to go ahead and vote.

'Silent majority' seen as a winning card in elections
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U.S. Defense Security Cooperation Agency 
said in a statement that the US State 

Department has notified Congress of the 
possible sale of F-15QA aircraft to Qatar for 
$21.1 billion and F/A-18E/F aircraft to Kuwait for 
$10.1 billion. Qatar has asked for the purchase 
of 72 of the fighter aircrafts with weapons and 

related support. Kuwait has requested to buy 
40 F/A-18E and F/A-18F aircraft and related 
equipment. Boeing Co is the prime contractor 
on the possible sale to Qatar, and Boeing, 
Northrop Grumman Corp, Raytheon Co and 
General Electric Co are the prime contractors 
on the Kuwait 

T he British School of Kuwait (BSK) was 
awarded the highest possible ranking of 

‘outstanding” placing it amongst the best 
schools, not only in Kuwait, but in the world 
in its most recent inspection in March 2016.  In 
2019, BSK will once again undergo inspection by 
the UK’s Department of Education and planning 

for this is already in full swing.
A group of 25 teachers at The British School of 

Kuwait recently took part in a three day course 
to become internal school inspectors. The 
course was led by John Cranfield who is a lead 
inspector for PENTA International, one of the 
leading independent providers of educational 
training, consultancy and inspection services in 
the UK. The main purpose of the course was to 
help develop teaching and learning within BSK 
thus improving the quality of education being 
offered. 

This investment in Continuous Professional 
Development demonstrates the commitment of 
the management of the school in ensuring that 
BSK’s mission to provide the people of Kuwait 
with a world class school is a never-ending 
process.

US approves possible sale of 
defense aircrafts to Qatar and 

Kuwait

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 

Al-Sabah Tuesday reiterated 
Kuwait’s commitment to joining in 
supporting the efforts exerted by 
the UN to combat the phenomenon 
of climate change. 

Addressing the 22nd Conference 
of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, also known as COP 22, 
held in Marrakech, Morocco, His 
Highness the Amir said Kuwait 
has participated effectively and 
constantly in the negotiations 
aiming to limit the negative impact 
of this phenomenon, based upon 
the principles and provisions and 
the implementation of the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, and the subsequent 
provisions until the Paris Agreement, 
since they constitute the legally 
binding instruments and the basis 
of joint cooperation.

His Highness the Amir called 
for taking into consideration, the 
disparity in shouldering the burden, 
the inequalities in capacities and the 
levels of sustainable development 
in the developing nations. He went 
on saying: “Coming a few days after 
the entry into force of the Paris 
Agreement, our meeting today 
on this important international 
occasion, with such prestigious 

level of participation; is proof 
of Moroccan King Mohammad 
VI’s concern to achieve what 
we aspire for, in addressing the 
phenomenon of climate change in 
a diligent manner, and 
realizing the magnitude 
of the challenges faced 
by our planet and its 
environment, reflect our 
earnest pursuit to reform 
the climate system and 
protect our planet and 
its environment, until 
it regains its natural 
balance.”

“In abiding by 
its international 
commitments, my 
country Kuwait, has 
voluntarily put well-
studied plans, based on 
scientific and economic 
research, within its 
available possibilities, 
to rehabilitate its oil 
installations, as its oil 
sector seeks to adopt a 
new strategy, founded on 
scientific and economic 
grounds, that aim to 
limit emissions, in 
addition to establishing 
mechanisms to improve 
energy efficiency, without 
jeopardizing its essential interests 

and its commitments to developing 
clean industry, while taking 
into consideration how to take 
advantage of the programs and 
the mechanisms established in the 

Framework of the Agreement,” His 
Highness the Amir noted.

Furthermore, the State of Kuwait 
is voluntarily seeking to introduce 
renewable energy resources in its 
development plans, to ensure a 
sustainable supply of energy for 

future generations, 
and as part of its 
contribution to 
limiting the emissions 
of greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere, 
as well as joining 
in the efforts of 
the international 
community to protect 
the climate system 
for present and 
future generations, 
he added. “In this 
context, I would like 
to assure you that we 
are about to complete 
the constitutional 
procedures for the 
ratification of the 
Paris Agreement on 
climate change,” he 
said.
“With much hope, 
we look forward to 
seeing the global 
consciousness and 
awareness that we 
have sensed in the 

cooperation to limit the effects 
of climate change, reflect on the 

Marrakech Conference, to constitute 
a turning point in addressing the 
impact of that phenomenon, and 
work towards achieving the goals 
of the Paris Agreement, through 
the adoption of resolutions for 
the phase preceding 2020 and 
beyond, in view of the amendments 
introduced and approved at the 
Doha Conference and to implement 
the items of the Paris Agreement,” 
His Highness the Amir added.

“My country Kuwait, also hopes 
that the developed countries will 
adhere to their pioneering role in 
reducing emissions, and assisting 
the developing countries, by making 
resources available to finance the 
transfer of technology, building 
capacities, as well as adapting to 
the negative effects resulting from 
climate change, and the negative 
effects arising from the response 
measures to reduce the impact of 
climate change, particularly the 
countries whose economies depend 
on the production and export of 
fossil fuels, as their main and only 
income,” he noted.

In conclusion, His Highness the 
Amir wished that the conference 
would be successful, and extended 
sincere thanks and gratitude to the 
Moroccan King, government and 
people for the warm welcome and 
generous hospitality.

H.H. Amir says Kuwait ‘committed’ to international 
fight against climate change

BSK staff participate in PENTA 
Training
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Donald Trump’s astonishing 
victory in the United States 

presidential election has made one 
thing abundantly clear: too many 
Americans – particularly white male 
Americans – feel left behind. It is 
not just a feeling; many Americans 
really have been left behind. It can be 
seen in the data no less clearly than 
in their anger. And, as I have argued 
repeatedly, an economic system that 
doesn’t “deliver” for large parts of 
the population is a failed economic 
system. So what should President-
elect Trump do about it?

Over the last third of a century, the 
rules of America’s economic system 
have been rewritten in ways that serve 
a few at the top, while harming the 
economy as a whole, and especially 
the bottom 80 percent. The irony 
of Trump’s victory is that it was the 
Republican Party he now leads that 
pushed for extreme globalization and 
against the policy frameworks that 
would have mitigated the trauma 
associated it. But history matters: 
China and India are now integrated 
into the global economy. Besides, 
technology has been advancing so 
fast that the number of jobs globally 
in manufacturing is declining.

The implication is that there is no 
way Trump can bring a significant 
number of well-paying manufacturing 
jobs back to the US. He can bring 
manufacturing back, through 
advanced manufacturing, but there 
will be few jobs. And he can bring jobs 
back, but they will be low-wage jobs, 
not the high-paying jobs of the 1950’s.

If Trump is serious about tackling 
inequality, he must rewrite the rules 
yet again, in a way that serves all of 
society, not just people like him.

What America’s Economy Needs from Trump 

Joseph E. Stiglitz 

Nobel laureate in economics, is 
University Professor at Columbia 
University and Chief Economist at the 
Roosevelt Institute. His most recent 
book is The Euro: How a Common 
Currency Threatens the Future of 
Europe. 

The first order of business is to 
boost investment, thereby restoring 
robust long-term growth. Specifically, 
Trump should emphasize spending 
on infrastructure and research. 
Shockingly for a country whose 
economic success is based on 
technological innovation, the GDP 
share of investment in basic research 
is lower today than it was a half-
century ago.

Improved infrastructure would 
enhance the returns from private 
investment, which has been lagging 
as well. Ensuring greater financial 
access for small and medium-size 
enterprises, including those headed 
by women, would also stimulate 
private investment. A carbon tax 
would provide a welfare trifecta: 
higher growth as firms retrofit 
to reflect the increased costs of 
carbon dioxide emissions; a cleaner 
environment; and revenue that could 
be used to finance infrastructure and 
direct efforts to narrow America’s 
economic divide. But, given Trump’s 
position as a climate change denier, 
he is unlikely to take advantage of this 
(which could also induce the world 
to start imposing tariffs against US 
products made in ways that violate 
global climate-change rules).

A comprehensive approach is also 
needed to improve America’s income 
distribution, which is one of the 
worst among advanced economies. 
While Trump has promised to raise 
the minimum wage, he is unlikely to 
undertake other critical changes, like 
strengthening workers’ collective-
bargaining rights and negotiating 
power, and restraining CEO 
compensation and financialization.

Regulatory reform must move 
beyond limiting the damage that the 
financial sector can do and ensure 
that the sector genuinely serves 
society.

In April, President Barack Obama’s 
Council of Economic Advisers 
released a brief showing increasing 
market concentration in many 
sectors. That means less competition 
and higher prices – as sure a way to 
lower real incomes as lowering wages 
directly. The US needs to tackle these 
concentrations of market power, 
including the newest manifestations 
in the so-called sharing economy.

America’s regressive tax system 
– which fuels inequality by helping 
the rich (but no one else) get richer 
– must also be reformed. An obvious 
target should be to eliminate the 
special treatment of capital gains and 
dividends. Another is to ensure that 
companies pay taxes – perhaps by 
lowering the corporate-tax rate for 
companies that invest and create jobs 
in America, and raising it for those that 
do not. As a major beneficiary of this 
system, however, Trump’s pledges to 
pursue reforms that benefit ordinary 
Americans are not credible; as usual 
with Republicans, tax changes will 
largely benefit the rich.

Trump will probably also fall short 
on enhancing equality of opportunity. 
Ensuring preschool education for all 
and investing more in public schools 
is essential if the US is to avoid 
becoming a neo-feudal country where 
advantages and disadvantages are 
passed on from one generation to the 
next. But Trump has been virtually 
silent on this topic.

Restoring shared prosperity would 
require policies that expand access to 
affordable housing and medical care, 
secure retirement with a modicum 
of dignity, and allow every American, 
regardless of family wealth, to 
afford a post-secondary education 
commensurate with his or her abilities 

and interests. But while I could 
see Trump, a real-estate magnate, 
supporting a massive housing 
program (with most of the benefits 
going to developers like himself), his 
promised repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act (Obamacare) would leave 
millions of Americans without health 
insurance. (Soon after the election, 
he suggested he may move cautiously 
in this area.)

The problems posed by the 
disaffected Americans – resulting 
from decades of neglect – will not 
be solved quickly or by conventional 
tools. An effective strategy will need 
to consider more unconventional 
solutions, which Republican 
corporate interests are unlikely 
to favor. For example, individuals 
could be allowed to increase their 
retirement security by putting more 
money into their Social Security 
accounts, with commensurate 
increases in pension benefits. And 
comprehensive family and sick 
leave policies would help Americans 
achieve a less stressful work/life 
balance.

Likewise, a public option for 
housing finance could entitle anyone 
who has paid taxes regularly to a 20 
percent down-payment mortgage, 
commensurate with their ability to 
service the debt, at an interest rate 

slightly higher than that at which the 
government can borrow and service 
its own debt. Payments would be 
channeled through the income-tax 
system.

Much has changed since President 
Ronald Reagan began hollowing out the 
middle class and skewing the benefits 
of growth to those at the top, and US 
policies and institutions have not kept 
pace. From the role of women in the 
workforce to the rise of the Internet to 
increasing cultural diversity, twenty-
first century America is fundamentally 
different from the America of the 1980s.

If Trump actually wants to help those 
who have been left behind, he must go 
beyond the ideological battles of the 
past. The agenda I have just sketched 
is not only about the economy: it is 
about nurturing a dynamic, open, and 
just society that fulfills the promise of 
Americans’ most cherished values. But 
while it is, in some ways, somewhat 
consistent with Trump’s campaign 
promises, in many other ways, it is the 
antithesis of them.

My very cloudy crystal ball shows 
a rewriting of the rules, but not to 
correct the grave mistakes of the 
Reagan revolution, a milestone on the 
sordid journey that left so many behind. 
Rather, the new rules will make the 
situation worse, excluding even more 
people from the American dream.

the price of petrol at the pumps in 
October of this year. It has promised 
to cut all subsidies by 2020

The subsidy reforms which were 
unpopular with large sections of 
society caused a political crisis that 
led to parliament being dissolved 
and a snap election being called 
for on 26 November. However, with 
many contestants vying for seats 
to the new parliament promising 
to stop any financial reforms that 
threaten the pockets of citizens, it is 
difficult to see how the government 
will continue with its economic 
restructuring program.

Though the authorities could be 
forced to roll-back the fuel price hike, 
at least for citizens, it is not clear 
how the country will move forward 
in financing its deficits, and ensure 
continued growth and development, 

without enacting serious economic 
reforms. In its report released on 
15 November, the IMF noted that in 
spite of the government’s reform 
measures, Kuwait’s “fiscal and 
external accounts have deteriorated 
markedly”. 

The IMF report encouraged the 
authorities to increase non-oil 
revenue and ‘to move ahead with 
their plans to further rationalize 
energy subsidies.” But the nearly KD2 
billion in annual energy subsidies 
are only part of the expenses that 
crimp the annual budget every year; 
the other is the equally humongous 
public sector salary bills. The IMF 
report’s call for also controlling this 
wage bill, which accounts for almost 
half of public spending, are unlikely 
to be implemented effectively, as 
citizens form the major chunk of 

employees in the public sector.
Earlier this year, cabinet approved 

a comprehensive plan aimed at 

controlling the wage bill, but the plan 
was met with fierce resistance from 
the recently dissolved parliament, 

IMF urges Kuwait to undertake further subsidy reforms 
Continued from Page 1

and it is difficult to see any new 
parliament voicing support for a 
plan that hurts income of citizens.

Without serious financial reforms 
and diversifying the economy from 
its over-reliance on oil, Kuwait 
would be hard-pressed to find 
the funds needed for its growth 
and development. The prevailing 
oil prices and budget deficit have 
already compelled Kuwait to dip 
into its sovereign wealth fund, 
estimated at around KD180 billion, 
and the government now plans to 
issue domestic and foreign bonds 
in order to cover its immediate 
financial needs. 

In a symposium on ‘The Path to 
Economic Diversification in Kuwait 
and other GCC Countries’,  held 
earlier this year in Kuwait, experts 
from the IMF called on the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) states to 
adopt a bold diversification strategy 
in order to prevent a marked decline 
in the living standards of these 
countries.

Organized jointly by the IMF 
Middle-East Center for Economics 
and Finance (CEF) and the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social Development 
(AFESD), the symposium put into 
perspective the implications of the 
decline in oil prices from above $100 
to around $45 per barrel today, which 
made economic diversification such a 
pressing policy issue. 

A key take-away from the 
symposium for governments in 
the region was that standard 
growth policy prescriptions may 
not be sufficient to achieve true 
diversification. While facilitating 
entrepreneurship is essential to 
diversification, so too is education, 
human capital investments and social 
development to ensure oil-dependent 
economies become innovative and 
sustainable economies. 

The subsidy reforms 
which were unpopular with 
large sections of society 
caused a political crisis 
that led to parliament 
being dissolved and a snap 
election being called for 

on 26 November.
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Before America and the world settle 
in firmly to the new Donald Trump-

based reality, let us take a little trip 
down the road not taken. Suppose we 
had woken up last Wednesday morning 
to a President-elect Hillary Clinton. 
And let us say that, instead of former 
Portuguese Prime Minister António 
Guterres, New Zealand’s Helen Clark 
or Bulgaria’s Kristalina Georgieva had 
been picked to succeed Ban Ki-moon as 
United Nations Secretary-General.

Clinton would have joined the 
United Kingdom’s Theresa May and 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
helping achieve critical mass in the G7. 
And a female UN Secretary-General 
would have placed women at the helm 
of two of the world’s three biggest 
international organizations (France’s 
Christine Lagarde already runs the 
International Monetary Fund).

With so many female leaders, we 
would have begun to answer the 
question: what happens when women 
run the world? Would the world be 
better for women? Would it even be 
different?

According to sociologists, female 
leaders are of two schools: Queen Bees, 
who are less likely to help other women 
advance, and Righteous Women, 
who make the advancement of other 
women a priority. Most early pioneers, 
such as the UK’s Margaret Thatcher, 
India’s Indira Gandhi, and Israel’s Golda 
Meir, were Queen Bees; all of them 
eschewed feminism. More recently, 

Righteous Women have prevailed. 
Leaders like Argentina’s Cristina 
Kirchner, Brazil’s Dilma Rousseff, and 
Iceland’s Jóhanna Sigurðardóttir have 
all sought, in one way or another, 

to empower women and help them 
advance in their countries.

Merkel and May have tended to be 
more like Queen Bees, while Clinton, 
Lagarde, Clark, and Georgieva are 
more like Righteous Women. To 
be fair, the first woman leader in a 
male-dominated culture must often 
outman the men. Seeking to advance 
other women can highlight her own 
womanhood and thereby weaken her. 

Clinton, for example, was the third 
woman US Secretary of State but the 
first who felt secure enough to be 
able to champion the cause of women 
and girls worldwide. As President, she 

pledged, half her cabinet would be 
women, and she would further the 
State Department initiatives launched 
during her tenure.

Yes, she also would have been careful 
to avoid being defined as a woman 
president. Still, just the presence of 
a plurality of women has an impact. 
For example, studies of US courts with 
multiple judges show that male judges 
are more willing to hear bias cases 

when one woman is on the bench, 
and significantly more willing when a 
second woman is added. “Each of us,” 
noted Sandra Day O’Connor, the first 
female member of the US Supreme 
Court, who was renowned for not 
wanting to be perceived as a ‘female’ 
justice, “brings to our job, whatever it 
is, our lifetime of experience and our 
values.” In other words, women bring 
a fresh perspective, heard clearly only 
when a critical mass of them is present 
in any institution.

Consider a woman’s perspective on 
conflict. Evidence does not support 
the stereotype that women are more 
pacifist than men – the peacemakers 
and settlers of male disputes. Women 
can be Amazons; recall Thatcher’s 
prosecution of the Falklands War and 
her admonition to George H.W. Bush 
not to “go wobbly” in the run-up to the 
first Gulf War. On the other hand, when 

men see wars, they naturally imagine 
the world of the warriors, whereas 
women see themselves in the women 
who must try to shelter their families 
from forces they cannot control. That 
is precisely the diversity of perspective 
that is vital to decision-making. And 
indeed, the Institute for Inclusive 
Security at Harvard’s Kennedy School 
has tracked the differences women 
make as part of peace negotiations.

An acute awareness of the 
magnitude of civilian suffering in 
conflicts such as the Syrian civil war or 
the ongoing horrors in the Congo Basin, 
and an appreciation of how cycles of 
violence perpetuate themselves over 
generations, can actually make women 
much more likely to urge the use of 
force in interventions. Former US 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
famously chided Colin Powell for his 
reluctance to involve the US military 
in the Balkans in the 1990s, in part 
because of her own family’s experience 
as Czech refugees from Communism.

Overall, a woman leader’s decisions 
are no more predictable than a male 
leader’s. Women are not monolithic: 
they have various ideological 
backgrounds and diverse governing 
styles. But when the world finally 
reaches the point when women are not 
a rarity at the tables of power, when 
their numbers reach a tipping point, 
their voices will be heard differently, 
and their opinions will hold more 
weight with the men around them.

Women came closer in 2016 than in 
any other era to reaching that tipping 
point. But we may still have to wait 
decades to find out what will happen 
when we finally do.

A Tipping Point Missed 

Anne-Marie Slaughter  Jay Newton-Small 

Merkel and May have tended to be more like 
Queen Bees, while Clinton, Lagarde, Clark, and 

Georgieva are more like Righteous Women.

[Anne-Marie Slaughter is President and 
CEO of New America. Jay Newton-Small is a 
correspondent for TIME and author of Broad 
Influence: How Women Are Changing the Way 
America Works.]

of young Arabs in the GCC said 
they were concerned about the 
environment, in North Africa over 
65 percent expressed concern on 
the topic. It was highest in Morocco 
where 70 percent of young said 
climate change was a concern. 

When it came to the leaderships’ 
ability to tackle climate change Arab 
youth were equally ambivalent but 
now in the reverse direction. While 
78 percent of youth in the GCC 
expressed confidence in the ability 
of their national government to deal 
with climate change, just 36 percent 
of young Arabs in North Africa and 
29 percent in the Levant said they 
were assertive of their national 
government’s ability to deal with 
climate change.

With climate change poised to 
have major impact on the Arab 

world in the coming years the lack of 
enthusiasm for climate related issues 
is more than just disconcerting; it is 
a cause for alarm. From the steady 
encroachment of the Sahara Desert 
on farmland in North Africa and 
this year’s heat wave that cut a wide 
swathe across Iraq, Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, to the enormous carbon 
footprint of GCC states, threats to 
the environment pose a very real 
danger to the region’s future. 

Top ten findings from the survey 
are that:

An overwhelming majority of 
young Arabs reject Daesh and believe 
the group will fail to establish an 
Islamic State. 

Lack of jobs and opportunities is 
seen as the number one recruitment 
driver for Daesh. 

Many young Arabs believe Sunni-

Continued from Page 1

Arab youth prioritize stability over democracy 
Shia relations are deteriorating and 
that religion plays too big of a role in 
the Middle-East. 

Saudi Arabia, UAE and the United 
States are seen as top allies in the 
region while Iran’s influence is on the 
rise.

Young Arabs are divided on the 
Iranian nuclear deal and the Syrian 

conflict. 
Five years after fighting for political 

freedom during the Arab spring, today 
most young Arabs prioritize stability 
over democracy.

Arab youth want their leaders 
to do more to improve the personal 
freedoms and human rights of 
citizens, particularly women. 

The UAE is viewed as a model 
country that is economically secure, 
and is the most favored nation to live 
in and set up a business.

Arab youth are increasingly 
concerned about falling oil prices, but 
most still believe they are entitled to 
subsidized energy. 

More young Arabs get their daily 
news online than from TV or print 
media.
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Researchers behind a new study say that by analyzing small bits of DNA in the blood, they are 
able to determine a cancer's subtype. They were also able to identify mutations that might 

make treatment less effective or worsen a patient's prognosis. 
The study authors said their findings add to growing 
evidence that noninvasive, blood-based biopsies may 
help detect cancer earlier by tracking its evolution. 
They said this test may also significantly change how 
the disease is treated.
"Now we can identify the subtype of the tumor, 
watch how it changes over time and begin to tailor 
our chemotherapy choices based on the presence 
or absence of specific mutations," said co-authors 
behind the study report. 
The study included 92 people. They all had a common 
form of non-Hodgkin lymphoma known as diffuse 
large B-cell lymphoma. The disease is biologically 

diverse, which means that patients with this disease tend to respond very differently to treatments.
Roughly one-third of those with the disease relapse, or develop treatment resistant tumors, the 
researchers said. They added that some people with mild, slowly progressing forms of the disease 
may suddenly develop aggressive cancer.
Using an advanced DNA sequencing technique, the research team pinpointed circulating tumor 
DNA in samples of the patients' blood. They compared these results with previous blood samples 
that were taken from the patients, as well as blood samples of tumor cells from invasive biopsies. 
The new approach will allow doctors to monitor patients over time with a simple blood test, and 
may help them identify transformation much earlier.
The researchers said they were able to detect the cancer's presence in the blood of patients who 
were relapsing six months before any symptoms appeared. In some cases, the blood test was able 
to predict a recurrence up to 2.5 years before symptoms appeared, the researchers said.
The study's authors said they were also able to use this DNA sequencing technique to figure out 
the type of cell from which the cancer originated. This helped the researchers predict a patient's 
prognosis. The researchers said they could also predict which patients would develop aggressive 
lymphoma even before symptoms were seen.
Through their study the researchers showed five distinct ways — by quantifying tumor burden, 
identifying disease subtype, cataloging mutations, predicting transformation and providing early 
warnings of recurrence — that circulating tumor DNA could yield potentially clinically useful 
information.

To a certain extent your birth year could predict the chances 
of you getting seriously ill or possibly dying from a future 

outbreak of an influenza virus of animal-origin, says a new study.
The team behind the new research studied two avian-origin 
influenza A (bird flu) viruses, H5N1 and H7N9, each of which 
already has caused hundreds of spillover cases of severe illness or 
death in humans. Both strains are of global concern because they 
might at some point gain mutations that allow them not only 
to readily jump from birds into humans, but also spread rapidly 
between human hosts.
Analyzing data from every known case of severe illness or death 
from influenza caused by these two strains, the researchers 
discovered that whichever human influenza strain a person 

happened to be exposed to during his or her first 
infection with flu virus as a child determines 
which novel, avian-origin flu strains they would be 
protected against in a future infection. This effect 
of ‘immunological imprinting’ appears to be 
exclusively dependent on the very first exposure 
to flu virus encountered in life — and is difficult to 
reverse.
When an individual gets exposed to flu virus 
for the first time, the immune system makes 
antibodies targeting hemagglutinin — a receptor 
protein shaped like a lollipop that sticks out 
from the virus surface. Like lollipops that come 
in different colors and flavors, influenza viruses 
differ from each other in the parts that make up 
their hemagglutinins. But each of the 18 known 
influenza A virus hemagglutinin subtypes falls 

into one of just two main ‘flavor’ groups.
Continuing with the lollipop analogy, if a person was first exposed 
to a human 'orange lollipop' flu as a kid, then, if later in life he or 
she encounters another subtype of flu virus, one from a bird and 
one that their immune system has never seen before but whose 
proteins also are of a similar 'orange' flavor, their chances of dying 
are quite low because of cross-protection. But the person who 
was first infected with a virus from the 'blue lollipop' group as 
kid, will not have any protection against the novel 'orange' strain’ 
of flu virus.
The results provide a functional explanation on why certain age 
groups are more likely than others to suffer serious or even fatal 

complications from an infection with novel influenza strains. Until 
now, there has been no way to predict which of the 18 subtypes 
of Influenza A might cause the next flu pandemic by successfully 
jumping from animals, and which age groups would be most at 
risk if this happened. 
The new study provides insights on both counts by revealing that 
immunological cross-protection appears to exist within each 
major branch of the evolutionary tree of influenza A. One branch 
includes human H1 and H2 viruses as well as avian H5, while the 
other includes human H3 and avian H7.
In the lollipop analogy, people born before the late 1960s were 
exposed to ‘blue lollipop’ influenza as children (H1 or H2). The 
researchers found that these older groups rarely succumb to 
avian H5N1 — which shares a ‘blue’ hemagglutinin — but often die 
from ‘orange’ H7N9. People born after the late 1960s and exposed 
to ‘orange lollipop’ influenza as children (H3) show the mirror-
image pattern: They are protected from H7N9 but suffer severe 
disease and death when exposed to H5 viruses mismatched to 
their childhood exposure.
Through their study the researchers show that there is a 75 percent 
protection rate against severe disease and 80 percent protection 
rate against death if patients had been exposed to a matched 
virus as children, but also that one can take that information and 
make predictions about H5N1, H7N9 and other potential causes 
of future pandemics.
The new study could help elucidate the exact mechanism 
underlying the immunological imprinting and find possible ways 
to modify it with a vaccine, preferably a universal flu vaccine that 
would provide protection against the strain that a person lacks.

Scientists at the Imperial College in London have developed 
a type of HIV test on a USB stick. The device uses a drop 

of blood to detect HIV, and then creates an electrical signal 
that can be read by a computer, laptop or handheld device. 
The disposable test could be used by HIV patients to monitor 
their own treatment and could enable such patients to be 
managed more effectively, especially in remote locations.
Early diagnosis of the infection using HIV tests and anti-
retroviral treatment has over the last 20 years resulted in 
reducing virus levels to near zero, and most HIV patients 
can now have normal life expectancy. Regular monitoring of 
viral levels is crucial in order to enable healthcare teams to 
check whether a patient is taking their medication, or that 
the medication is working as intended. 
Stopping medication mid-way through the treatment fuels 
HIV drug-resistance, where the virus develops resistance 
to the drug being administered and renders the treatment 
ineffective. The first indication of this is a rise in virus levels in 
the patient’s bloodstream.
However, routine HIV tests can only identify whether a 
person has been infected, it cannot detect the viral levels.  
At the moment, testing for viral levels often requires costly and complex equipment that can take a 
couple of days to produce a result. 
The new USB technology could allow patients to regularly monitor their virus levels in much 
the same way that people with diabetes check their blood sugar levels. The technology could be 
particularly powerful in remote regions in sub-Saharan Africa, which may not have easy access to 
testing facilities. Finding out quickly if a patient, particularly a baby, is infected with the virus is 
crucial to their long term health and survival.
The device, which uses a mobile phone chip, just needs small sample of blood. This is placed onto a 
spot on the USB stick. If any HIV virus is present in the sample, this triggers a change in acidity which 
the chip transforms into an electrical signal. This is sent to the USB stick, which produces the result 
in a program on a computer or electronic device.
In the latest research, the technology tested 991 blood samples with 95 percent accuracy. The 
average time to produce a result was 20.8 minutes.
The team behind the technology is also investigating whether the device can be used to test for other 
viruses such as hepatitis and for detecting bacterial and fungal sepsis and antibiotic resistance.

Chances of infection by flu 
pandemic depends on birth year

HIV test performed by USB stickDNA sequencing may help personalize 
cancer treatment
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Phnom Penh: Cambodia's capital is 
the frenetic heartbeat of the nation; 
a city of chaotic streets abuzz with 
motorbikes and car horns that can 
frazzle at first glance. For visitors, this 
is Cambodia's most cosmopolitan 
destination, with a café and 
restaurant scene unrivaled in the rest 
of the country. It is also home to a 
scattering of important historic sites 
that help unravel both Cambodia's 
modern and ancient history. 

Battambang: The countryside of rice 
fields and tiny villages surrounding 
the northwest city of Battambang 
holds some of the most tranquil rural 
scenery in Cambodia, and the area 
is home to swags of historic riches 
as well. All of this has made the 
city itself a popular destination on 
traveler itineraries. For history fans, 
the temples of Phnom Sampeau, 
Phnom Banan, and Wat Ek Phnom are 

all within day-tripping distance, while 
the famed Bamboo - a single-line rail 
track where ‘carriages’ made from a 
platform of wood and bamboo travel 
between Battambang's east bank 
and the tiny village of O Srav - is one 
of the most popular activities for 
visitors. 

Kampot: The laidback riverine town 
of Kampot has oodles of old world 
ambience. The compact central 
district is a joy to ramble around; full 

of surviving shop-house architecture, 
some of which has been painstakingly 
restored. Kampot's charm lies in its 
exceedingly chilled out atmosphere, 
and many a travelers find themselves 
waylaid here longer than they 
expected, having succumbed to its 
easygoing pace. 

Kratie: Spread along the banks of the 
mighty Mekong, Kratie has become 
a major destination for travelers 
due to its dolphin-watching tours. 
The endangered Irrawaddy dolphins 
are endemic to the Mekong, and 

environmental measures have now 
been put in place to try and help 
their dwindling numbers. Tourism has 
played a good role in trying to protect 
the dolphins by offering an alternative 
economy to fishing. To see the 
dolphins head to Kampi, just north of 
Kratie, where there are plenty of boat 
tours available.

Koh Rong Samloem: Just off 
Cambodia's south coast lie a 
scattering of islands just as beautiful 
as their Thai counterparts to the west, 
but much less visited. Compared to 
the now very developed islands of 
Koh Samui and Phuket, Cambodia's 
islands are a slice of laidback tropical 
bliss, where sun and sand take center 
stage, and the big resorts have yet to 
make their mark. Of all the islands, 
Koh Rong Samloem is one of the 
most beautiful with the long, sandy 
Saracen Bay home to a dozen beach 

hut resorts that offer a welcome 
respite from the world. It is really all 
about hammock-time here, but there 
is plenty of scuba diving activities on 
offer for the more active. 

Sihanoukville Beaches: In Kompong 
Som Province, Sihanoukville is a tale 
of two halves, with a bustling but 
drab central district and its shoreline 
area home to a vibrant beach resort. 
The beaches here are Cambodia's top 
destination for sand and sun holidays 
and are popular with both local and 
foreign tourists. There is something for 
every kind of beach-goer here. Sokha 
Beach and Independence Beach boast 
the luxury hotels. Brash Ochheuteal 

Beach and the Serendipity Beach area 
are the most popular sandy strips and 
in recent years have emerged as one 
of Southeast Asia's backpacker party 
areas. For a much quieter scene, go to 
Otres Beach with beach huts huddled 
directly on the sand, a sprinkling of 
classy boutique hotels, and a number 
of up-and-coming restaurants.

Sambor Prei Kuk: This pre-Angkorian 
temple site dates from the early 7th 
century when it was the capital of the 
Upper Chenla Empire. More than 100 
brick temples dedicated to various 
Hindu gods sit within the forest here, 
many half-swallowed by mammoth 
tree roots. Archaeologically, the site 

is extremely important, containing 
some of Cambodia's oldest surviving 
buildings. The most important 
temples in the area are found in 
Prasat Sambor, Prasat Tao, and Prasat 
Yeay Peau.

Banteay Chhmar: This mammoth 
temple complex sits consumed by 
surrounding jungle in Cambodia's 
lonely northwest, providing the 
perfect opportunity to discover 
the highlights without the crowds. 
It was built by the 12th-century 
Angkorian king Jayavarman VII, and 
the remarkable stone reliefs along its 
walls are some of the most intricately 
detailed you will see in the country. In 
particular, the spectacular bas reliefs 
depicting Avalokiteśvara on the south 
wall and the dizzying array of battle 
scenes depicted on the eastern walls 
are prime examples of the Angkorian 
era's artistry.

Cuisine: Salty, sweet, spicy and sour, 
Cambodian cuisine has all bases 
covered. The nation is home to a 
bounty of seafood and fresh, fragrant 
produce, which features prominently 
in soups, curries, stir-fries and salads. 
The complex spice blend kroeung 
features in many Cambodian foods. 

The culinary influence of Southeast 
Asia, along with China, India and 
France, can be seen in the country’s 
diverse array of foods. Popular dishes 
include chicken satay, stuffed kampot 
squid and the national dish seafood 
amok. 

Cambodia is a small country with a big history. Now a modest player on the world stage, this was once the seat of one of Asia’s most 
magnificent early civilizations, the mighty Khmer empire of Angkor, whose legendary temples continue to provide a touchstone 
of national identity – as well as attracting millions of visitors every year. Away from the temples, much of the country remains 

refreshingly untouristed and, in many places, largely unexplored.

This temple city is Cambodia's 
number one draw card. 
Accessed from the town of 
Siem Reap, the temples of 
the Angkorian period are so 
ambitious in scale and in the 
majesty of their construction, 
that Angkor Wat is rated as one 
of the world's must-see ancient 
sites. The temple of Angkor 
Wat itself, the world's largest 
religious building, is only one 
sliver of the site in total, and 
the sprawling circuit of temples 
deserves three days to explore 
if you want to understand the 
scope of the Angkorian period's 
architectural achievements. 

Angkor 
Archaeological Park

Located just north of the Royal Palace, the National Museum of Cambodia 
is housed in a graceful terracotta structure of traditional design (built from 
1917 to 1920), with an inviting courtyard garden. The museum is home to 
the world’s finest collection of Khmer sculpture – a millennium’s worth and 
more of masterful Khmer design. The museum comprises four pavilions, 
facing a pretty garden. 

National museum 
of Cambodia
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Reasons for

mascara
clumping
Mascara lovers everywhere understand that a 

clump in a perfectly good set of lashes ruins 
the entire look. Removing your makeup completely 
isn’t an option, and now you are stuck with a clump, 
so what do you do? You prevent clumps from ever 
happening in the first place with the tips below.

It is expired: Expired mascara gets dried out, plus 
bacteria gets into the formula, so you are not only 
putting old, dried mascara on your lashes — which 
causes clumping — but you are also putting your 
eyes at risk for a bacterial infection. Next time 
you get a new tube, write the date on the side of 
the mascara with a permanent marker. After six 
months, move on to a fresh mascara.
You are using too much: Two coats of mascara 
is fine, but after that things can get a bit thick. 
Piling on the mascara puts you at a greater risk 
for clumps. If you start to see clumps as you are 
applying, you have likely reached the limit. Use a 
fine pin or a mascara comb to separate lashes and 
do some damage control on any clumps that may 
have happened.

If that is not available, a trick is to grab a new 
clean toothbrush (a used toothbrush could lead to 
irritation or infection), and comb it through your 
lashes from root to tip. The bristles will grab the 
excess mascara and leave you with clump-free 
lashes.
Improper removal at night: Whether this means 
you are not using a waterproof eye makeup remover 
when you should be or you are not fully removing 
the mascara. Be warned that any dried mascara left 
on your lashes overnight will mean definite clumps 
when you go to apply over that in the morning. Be 
sure you have fully cleaned off your lashes before 
going to sleep to avoid mascara clumps in the 
morning.
Your wand is overloaded: If you notice that your 
wand has too much mascara build up, scrape the 
brush up against the inside of the tube to remove 
excess product. Then clean your wand off with a 
makeup-removing wipe. Now, it is just like new.  
Not wriggling right: When applying mascara, 
start deep at the base of your lashes and work 
your way to the tips in a zigzag motion. This 
will create a tightlining effect at your lash line 
and create the look of full, long lashes without 
clumps. If you really want a brush that will do 
the work for you easily, try a pulsating brush. 

Using the wrong formula:  While you love thick 
lashes, clumpy is obviously not a look you are 
fond of. If you have been using the same type of 
mascara and are consistently getting clumps, try a 
lengthening mascara formulated to prevent clumps 
and still give your lashes extreme length and curl.

ICONIC, the fashion different haven for the 
trendiest fashion in the region launched its 

Autumn Winter 2016 collection at its first ever 
youth fashion show which saw talent from 
across schools and universities walking the 
ramp. ICONIC groomed 40 budding models 
shortlisted from across Dubai to showcase 
their new collection to a 600 strong audience 
at Waldorf Astoria, The Palm.

The models sashayed down the runway in 
the brand’s latest collection which highlighted 
some of the major trends of the season.  With 
undertones of sports luxe the show was all 
about the cool urban culture vibes that one 
could see in the distant future.

The collections showcased key trends 
from the Winter’16 season and early trends 
from Spring’17. This included: Sartorial Chic - 
Contemporary tailoring is the key attitude for 
the season with clean and simple cut details. 
Flora Fladge - 60s Mod Culture of High life 
and Glamour. A Semi structured collection fit 
for a modern day woman, adourn with laces 
and embellishments that add sophistication. 
Dark Romance - An eclectic mix of Dark and 
Victorian Romance. The Printed Rosettes, 
embellishments, and dramatic mix fabrics 
make an urban glamorous look. Radical Rustic 
- A gobal traveller collection fit for adventures 
and comfortable wardrobe. The collection 
is inspired by the constant movement of a 
bohemian woman who aims to discover and 
rediscover the world. It is consists of eclectic 
color palettes of rust, brick red and other 
elements that fill the boho look.  

For men the collection included Hunting 
Dino- this casual outdoor collection features 
slim fit chinos, textured sweatshirts, and 
rugged denims thus giving it a rustic look. 
The leather jacket completes the look added 

with ruck sack and camouflage sneakers. 
Dino prints add pre-historic references to 
this playful collection. Playable - this winter 
16 capsule reflects the increasing demand for 
more considered elevated approach to boy’s 
active wear. A core palette of grey marl, ecru 
and back teams up with pops of red to make 
it a must have play solution. Gentlemen of 
Nevada - delivers an unexpected yet classic 
look. Opposing elements are brought together 
to create combinations highlighted with neat 
bottom turn ups and preppy belts. Deep 
red has been brought into play to lift up this 
collection. Boxy Puffer is paired with dobby 
button down shirt and denims to reflect the 
unexpected pairings. This collection is quirky 
treat in itself.

Head over to ICONIC and shop the latest 
autumn winter collection available at The 
Avenues, The Mall, Level 1, Salam Mall in 
Salmiya and Sama Mall.

ICONIC launches 
its Autumn Winter 2016

Collection at youth fashion show
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Though seven years late to the 
video-calling party, WhatsApp 

has begun rolling out the feature to 
its billion-plus users. If you are on 
WhatsApp and would like to use the 
feature then you would need to run 
an update, open the chat and tap the 
familiar video camera icon on the top-
right corner. 

Video chat on WhatsApp is quite 
similar to the experience on other video 
chatting apps such as Skype, FaceTime, 
Facebook Messenger, or Google Duo: 
two faces, one in a smaller window, 
with a handful of small features for 
changing the position of the chat 
windows or turning the camera 
around.

That video calls took until 
November 2016 to arrive on WhatsApp 
reflects the app’s cautious — some 
might say glacial — approach to 
product development. WhatsApp 
launched in 2009, but group chats did 
not come until two years later, and 
voice calls did not come until four years 
after that. But 2016 has been unusually 
productive for WhatsApp, which 
Facebook bought in 2014 for $22 billion. 
This year the company introduced a 

desktop client, end-to-end encryption, 
and features for writing and drawing 
on top of photos. The company 
also wants to mingle its data with 
Facebook’s, so as to eventually make 
money from businesses chatting with 
you on WhatsApp, but European Union 
is putting its foot down firmly on that 
idea.

Last month at a tech conference 
WhatsApp’s co-founders were asked 

ifthey felt pressure to make an app 
renowned for its simplicity more 
complex to allow for the features that 
make competitors like Snapchat more 
expressive. CEO Jan Koum replied 
that he is trying to strike a balance 
— but that lately the balance has 
tipped toward adding new avenues for 
expression. If nothing else, the arrival 
of video calling shows that those 
avenues are now under construction.

WhatsApp launches video calling 

Google Play Music gets a total overhaul

A very literally named device, the Anti-Snore Wearable is a band that wraps 
around a wearer’s arm. It vibrates whenever its companion iOS / Android 

app detects snoring in an effort to coax a person into turning over to his or her 
side. So the band tries to save your bed companion some passive aggressive side 
jabs. 

The band does not have a microphone inside, but pairs with a user's phone 
over Bluetooth. The downside of that pairing is a sleeper has to keep their 
phone near their bed all night, which some people might not be into. The app 
apparently relies on an algorithm to determine whether a sound is a snore 
or something else, like a car alarm. It also tracks sleep and snoring to try and 
optimize bedtime. It will retail for $77 and the associated app comes free

It is entirely possible the Anti-Snore Wearable can run into problems if it 
cannot distinguish a snore from other surrounding sounds, as is the case with a 
number of sensor based anti-snore products in the market. Ultimately, buying 
into the Anti-Snore Wearable comes down to whether you want to wear a band 
around your arm all night and whether you think your phone and this company's 
app can truly tell when you are snoring.

With Google’s approach 
to software increasingly 

centering on personalized 
recommendations and assistance, 
it is no surprise that the same 
contextual recommendations come 
to the search giant’s revamped music 
service, Google Play.

Using machine learning and clues 
like location, activity and weather, the 
app tries to serve up a smorgasbord 
of playlists that will match your 
mood and moment. Every time you 
open the app, it completely refreshes 
what you see, trying to serve the 
perfect selection. Tapping the app on 
Saturday night you could get options 
for a cocktail party playlist and 
some serious dancehall jams. When 
you open it on Sunday afternoon, 
you could get offered a playlist for 
relaxing at home and another for 
cooking dinner. The interface, based 
on cards, feels a lot like Google Now, 
and so does the approach to just-in-
time doses of pertinent information, 
in this case the tunes you need.

The more information that the 
machine learning algorithms have on 
you the better it will be able to tailor 
your music choices. For instance, when 
it locates that you are at the gym you 
visit every week, it could provide you 

with a workout playlist, or swap that 
out to show you a playlist for focusing 
when your location matches your 
office. If you travel to a new country 
for the first time, the algorithm 
would pick up on this and offer music 
to accompany your adventure or get 
you into the swing of local culture. 
Google Play Music relies on a diverse 
range of datasets connected to your 

Google account: from search history, 
to maps, to YouTube, and beyond.

While there are other music apps 
that can refresh your playlist every 
week they are not able to intuitively 
deliver a match based on a certain 
mood or activity. The team behind 
Google Play Music came out of 
Songza, a New York City startup. That 
company was all about building 

Take a Chapman Stick, add a lot 
of tech in its belly and jam a USB 

cable and you get something that 
looks vaguely like Instrument 1. For 
those uninitiated to electronic music 
instrument, a Chapman Stick is an 
electric musical instrument devised 
in the early 1970s. It is a member of 
the guitar family and usually has 10 
or 12 individually tuned strings and 
has been used on music recordings to 
play bass lines, melody lines, chords, 
or textures. Designed as a fully 
polyphonic chordal instrument, it can 
also cover several of these musical 
parts simultaneously.

The Instrument 1 is a completely 
new type of musical instrument 
developed by Artiphon and is now 
available to order for US$400. It can 
be played as a guitar or as a keyboard, 
but it also has pressure sensitivity and 

an accelerometer built in, which can 
add a layer of creativity on top.

To play the instrument, you can 
use the companion app that helps you 
pick sounds, tunings and so on. It is 
also MIDI-compatible, which makes 
it compatible with a large number of 
mobile and desktop apps for creative 
music creation, including GarageBand, 
Animoog, SampleTank, Ableton Live, 
ProTools, Logic, Mainstage and many 
others.

Musicians using the instrument for 
the first time recognize that there is a 
new wave of creative potential hidden 
in the equipment, but they also admit 
that there is very definite learning 
curve to get to grasps with it.

Early reports suggest that 
Instrument 1 is a jack of all trades and 
could very likely become the master 
of a new generation of musicians.

Artiphon introduces 
Instrument1 for musicians

Anti-Snore Wearable for snorers
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