
From Syria to Myanmar, children 
caught in the crossfire of conflict 

are victims of a double betrayal. 
Forced out of their homes in the 
biggest refugee crisis since World 
War II, they have now become the 

innocent victims of a broken promise 
that they would, even as refugees, 
be able to attend school. And, even 
as their circumstances worsen and 
their numbers increase, their plight 
is going all but unreported.

The loud cheering that has 
greeted past humanitarian 
aid pledges has given way to a 
shameful silence. As the news 
cycle churns on and coverage 
shifts to more sensational events, 
the 75 million children and young 
people worldwide whose education 
has been interrupted by forced 
displacement become less likely 
ever to return to the classroom.
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United Nations at 72 Nearly 30,000 expats 
cancel work permits, 

leave Kuwait
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Kuwait to promote global peace, security

Gordon Brown 
Former Prime Minister and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer of the United 
Kingdom, is United Nations Special 
Envoy for Global Education and Chair 
of the International Commission 
on Financing Global Education 
Opportunity. He chairs the Advisory 
Board of the Catalyst Foundation. 

A Double Betrayal 
for Refugee Children 

Kuwait, on assuming its non-permanent 
seat at the UN Security Council (UNSC) 

next January, would remain committed to 
preserving and strengthening world peace and 
security, said His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah

The Kuwaiti premier, representing His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, was speaking at the 72 session of the 
United Nations General Assembly in New York 
on Wednesday, 20 September. He added that 
Kuwait would work on enhancing UNSC role in 
conflict prevention, mediations and peaceful 
resolution of crises, as well as the promoting 
transparency within the Council.

His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, 
pointed out that the State of Kuwait, whose 
last UNSC membership was in 1978-79, sought 
to promote contribution of small countries 
in the different UN agencies. Kuwait, which is 
set to take over the UNSC rotating presidency 

next February, would work hard to activate 
international response to refugees, immigrants 
and displaced, said the prime minister. He also 
thanked all countries that voted for Kuwait's 
2018-19 UNSC membership and expressed his 
hope that "peace and security prevails in the 
whole world".

Since its membership to the United Nations 
in 1963, the State of Kuwait has made significant 
contributions to the work of the UN, and has 
been an active partner, working closely to 
promote the noble principles and purposes of 
the United Nations Charter. The Permanent 
Mission of the State of Kuwait to the United 
Nations, currently headed by Ambassador 
Mansour Al-Otaibi, is responsible for ensuring 
the State of Kuwait’s active participation at the 
United Nations.

Over the years, Kuwait has been an effective 
partner in the maintenance of international 
peace and security through its multilateral 

depth of knowledge and experience gained 
from its interaction and membership in various 
regional and international organizations, 
including the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), 
the Arab League, the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), the Group of 77 + China, and 
the Non-Aligned Movement.

In his speech before the General Assembly, 
His Highness the Prime Minister turned to the 

topic of international terrorism and stressed 
that “no one country by itself, no matter how 
much it tries, can confront or eliminate it”.  
Emphasizing that terrorism to any nationality 
or religion was “morally impermissible”, he 
noted that Kuwait continued to support Iraq 
and commended the progress made by the Iraqi 
Government in retaking territory. 

Renewing Kuwait's support for UN efforts 
to reach a political settlement in the Yemeni 
conflict and full backing for UN envoy to Yemen, 
Ismail Ould Sheikh Ahmad's, attempts to solve 
the conflict, Kuwait's Prime Minister said that 
the conflict had caused massive humanitarian 
and economic problems for the Yemeni people. 
He reiterated Kuwait’s readiness to host the 
Yemeni parties to sign a final peace agreement 
by saying, "We express our readiness again 
to receive our Yemeni brothers to sign a final 
agreement once they conclude it." 

Continued on Page 5
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The Philippines leads the 
Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) in 2017, works 
on its main principle, ‘Partnering 
for Change, Engaging the World’, 
which envisions an integrated, 
peaceful, stable and resilient ASEAN 
Community that actively takes 
a leading role as a regional and 
global player in advancing political-
security cooperation, sustainable 
economic growth and socio-cultural 
development in Southeast Asia and in 
the world. 

In an exclusive interview with The 
Times, Philippine Ambassador to 
Kuwait His Excellency Renato Pedro 
Villa talks about the Philippines’ 
ideals in leading the ASEAN 
Community in 2017.

The Times: Can you give us a brief 
background of the ASEAN?
Ambassador Villa: In August 1967, 
foreign ministers from Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore 
and Thailand and in 1984 met in 
Bangkok and issued the ASEAN 
declaration inviting all other 
countries in South East Asia sharing 
same objectives, aims and purposes.  
Brunei Darussalam joined. In the 

1990 Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos 
and Vietnam joined to form the ten 
countries of ASEAN.

The Times: What are the essential 
data which make ASEAN influential 
globally?
Ambassador Villa: The ASEAN 
inherently is influential globally due 
to its extensive land area covering 4.3 
million square kilometers making it the 
7th largest and with $2.3 trillion gross 
domestic production in 2016, the 7th 
biggest consumer base in the world. 
Moreover, if it were a country, its 625 
million people would make it the 3rd 
largest country after China and India. 

The Times: What has the ASEAN 
achieved in the past 50 years?
Ambassador Villa: ASEAN is founded 
on three pillars namely: 

Continued on Page 10

Partnering for change, engaging the world
Philippines chairs ASEAN 2017
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regulatory environment to advance their own 
digital capabilities, many developing countries 
risk being left behind.

One factor is that the effectiveness of 
existing global rules is being eroded. The World 
Trade Organization’s General Agreement on 
Trade in Services (GATS), for example, governs 
trade in services through different ‘modes of 
supply’. Many developing countries agreed to 
liberalize cross-border delivery of services (so-
called “mode one” trade), never anticipating 
just how dramatically the digital economy 
would revolutionize cross-border economic 
opportunities and enable more services to be 
delivered across borders. Today, these earlier 
commitments are becoming economically 
meaningful, increasing the pressure on many 
developing countries. In recent years, debates 
about how to govern the digital economy have 
intensified. Multinational digital firms, mostly 
based in the US, have pushed for globally 
harmonized rules that would 
provide predictability and 
limit the space for national 
governments to intervene in 
digital flows.

Supporting such efforts, 
the Obama administration 
made the digital domain a 
core part of US trade policy. 
Provisions on the free flow of 
data, together with prohibition 
of data localization and 
forced technology transfer, 
were included in so-called 
‘twenty-first-century trade 
agreements’, like the Trans-
Pacific Partnership and the 
Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership. The 
objective was to bring digital 
oversight to two major markets 
— the Asia-Pacific (under the TTP) and the European 
Union (under the TTIP) — as an important first step 
toward global rules in these areas.

Negotiations for digital rules under the TPP 
proved difficult, but ultimately were successful; 
the Obama administration overcame 
opposition by offering better market access for 
manufactured goods to some TPP partners.

TTIP negotiations proved more challenging, 
with some European states, particularly France 
and Germany, opposing the rules out of fear that 
they would enable US firms to dominate the 
European digital economy. ‘Digital catching up’, 
as colleagues and I have noted, is a key strategic 
objective for many European countries. The 
election of President Donald Trump in the US, 
who campaigned on a platform of protectionist 

trade rules and support for ‘traditional’ 
manufacturing industries, has called into 
question the future of digital rulemaking. 
Trump’s decision to withdraw from the TPP 
was received very negatively by the US digital 
industry. It remains to be seen how digital 
trade regulations will fare under the TTIP, which 
Trump has suggested he might revive.

Trump’s trade moves notwithstanding, efforts 
to update global rules governing the digital 
economy are continuing — within the WTO, and 
also as part of talks among the US, Canada, 
and Mexico to renegotiate the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. These debates will only 
become more urgent in the coming years. So far, 
regulatory ambiguity has not severely affected 
developing countries, and the economic costs 
to the global South have been minimal. That 
may change, however, if the world’s three major 
economies — the US, the EU, and China — were 
ever to harmonize their approach to regulating 

digital trade and global data 
flows. In such a scenario, 
the pressure on developing 
countries to accept digital 
rules would intensify.

Proponents of new rules 
could advise developing 
countries to accept them 
openly; arguing that to 
operate outside a global 
regulatory system would 
hurt domestic digital 
development and make it 
difficult to participate in new 
technological fields. But new 
rules could also revive the 
inequities wrought by the 
‘Uruguay Round’ of trade 
negotiations, which created 
the WTO and drove North-
South free trade agreements.

In multilateral and bilateral agreements, 
developing countries accept restrictions on 
their ‘policy space’ in exchange for better 
market access to advanced economies. Many 
scholars now believe this ‘bargain” undermines 
developing countries’ ability to enact policies 
that encourage economic diversification and 
structural change, making it more difficult 
for them to catch up economically and 
technologically with developed economies.

A new framework for digital trade and 
e-commerce must be crafted with these 
concerns in mind. As rules are created to 
manage how countries interact, regulators must 
work to ensure that digital-trade policies do not 
exacerbate the inequities that the traditional 
trading regime has exposed.

Shamel Azmeh 
Assistant professor of international development 
and international political economy at the 
University of Bath, he is also a visiting fellow at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science. 

While some countries 
have managed to take 

advantage of the current 
regulatory environment 

to advance their own 
digital capabilities, many 
developing countries risk 

being left behind.

Regulating Across the Digital Divide 

The increasing digitization of the global 
economy is changing how products 

and services are produced, distributed, and 
sold across borders. Technologies like cloud 
computing, artificial intelligence, autonomous 
systems, and “smart devices” are spawning new 
industries, and revolutionizing old ones.

But, while these changes could bring 
important benefits, the speed of digitization has 
also created daunting governance challenges, 
both within and across countries. Existing global 
rules — embedded in multilateral, regional, and 
bilateral trade and investment agreements — 
are being challenged by the new processes that 
digitization is enabling.

This is creating more space for national 
governments to intervene in the digital 
economy. China, for example, has established 
its own digital industries, using policies such as 
Internet filtering, data localization (requiring 
Internet firms to store data on domestic 
servers), and forced technology transfer to drive 

digital development. This has supported the 
emergence of major Chinese digital firms such 
as Tencent and Baidu, though it often has had 
adverse effects on freedom of expression and 
access to information. Governments elsewhere 
increasingly view such digital policies as a way 
to catch up with advanced digital economies, 
like the United States. But, while some countries 
have managed to take advantage of the current 
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Perhaps it is no accident that the 
promise of education for all school-
age refugees is not being fulfilled. No 
amount of goodwill can overcome an 
international aid architecture that 
remains stacked against children. 
Education spending is still caught 
between humanitarian aid, which 
focuses on the most basic necessities 
for survival, such as food, shelter, 
and medicine, and development aid 
programs, which are planned over 
years and are slower to respond to 
crises. As a result, education is often 
treated as a lower priority, the last 
to be funded and the first to have its 
financing redirected.

A case in point: the UN Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, recognizing gaps 
in aid spending, has, to its credit, 
just allocated an additional $45 

million to support relief operations 
in Afghanistan, the Central African 
Republic, Chad, and Sudan. But these 
funds, while vital, are not nearly 
sufficient, and only a tiny fraction 
will go toward education provision. 
Meanwhile, organizations like the 
United Nations Refugee Agency 

(UNHCR), the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), UNICEF, and UNESCO are 
doing laudable humanitarian work, 
but remain underfunded.

Last year, the Education Cannot 
Wait (ECW) fund was created to 
close the financing gap and ensure 
that education is protected when 
disaster strikes. It was a heartening 
development, supported by all UN 
agencies. But the disheartening 
reality is that financing has not kept 
pace with need.

Yet funding headwinds have not 
dampened ECW’s ambition under 
its new director, Yasmine Sherif. The 
young fund has swiftly marshaled its 
initial $120 million to promote quality 
education for 3.2 million displaced 
children and, in turn, to support 
17,000 teachers, with investments in 
and around Syria, as well as in Chad, 
Ethiopia, and Yemen.

Working with a network of 
partners focused on helping 
Syria’s refugees, ECW is addressing 
structural challenges, such as teacher 
remuneration and certification 
processes, while helping to create a 
new curriculum based on coexistence. 
Together with Lebanon’s Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education — a 

department under stress from the 
influx of a half-million Syrian refugee 
children — ECW is also helping to 
fulfill the goal of delivering a quality 
and relevant education for all young 
people aged 3-18. Such innovative 
initiatives represent important 
progress. But meeting the needs of 
the children who have been left out 
and left behind will take far more 
funds than ECW so far has at its 
disposal. In Syria, a devastating and 
protracted civil war has left more 
than seven million children in need 
of humanitarian assistance, and 
some 2.5 million without homes. In 
February 2016, the Supporting Syria 
and the Region conference in London 
attracted $1.4 billion in pledges for 
education, but only a fraction of 
those funds have so far made it to 
the front lines. The country remains 
in ruins, and reconstruction has yet 
to begin.

Syrian refugee children in Lebanon 
are at the sharp end of this failure. 
To be sure, an innovative initiative to 
ensure educational access for these 
children – a two-shift school program 
that uses the same classrooms as 
Lebanese children — frees up valuable 
space and materials, making it 
possible to deliver an education for 

only about $600 per pupil. The goal 
is to provide 540,000 Syrian and 
vulnerable Lebanese children aged 
3-18 some form of education this 
year, with 220,000 benefiting from 
the double-shift system.

Yet donors have contributed only 
$200 million so far – $100 million 
less than is needed. As a result, 
hundreds of thousands of vulnerable 
children could be left without access 
to education. Already, Lebanon is 
being forced to make painful cuts and 
surrender precious ground. Jordan 
and Turkey, which have also embraced 
the double-shift model, are facing 
similar dilemmas. Similarly, most of 
the 500,000 South Sudanese refugee 
children who have poured across the 
border into Uganda are unable to 
receive an education — despite the 
Ugandan government’s generous 
plan to provide them with places in 
schools — owing to a lack of funding. 
Then there are the thousands of 
children who are being besieged in 
Mosul, Iraq; shelled in Sana’a, Yemen; 
and forced to flee into Bangladesh 
from Myanmar’s Rakhine State. And 
so the cycle of under-provision and 
despair continues.

Yet the problem extends beyond 
schooling. Despite major initiatives, 

such as the Platform for Education 
in Emergencies Response (PEER), 
aimed at linking young people to 
higher-education courses, thousands 
of qualified young people have been 
unable to secure college and university 
places. This does not just undermine 
their own futures; it will impede their 
ability to use their skills to aid in their 
countries’ reconstruction.

People are not broken just by the 
wave that submerges the life vest 
or the convoy that does not make 
it to the besieged town. They are 
broken by the absence of hope — the 
soul-crushing certainty that there is 
nothing ahead for which to plan or 
prepare, not even a place in school.

The world’s refugee children 
typically lack passports that would 
enable them to cross borders 
more freely. But their real passport 
to the future is stamped in the 
classroom, not at a border crossing. 
Infrastructure can be rebuilt. But 
children can never get back years of 
education they have missed.

We must act now to ensure that 
this young generation of refugees 
is learning, not lost. Only then can 
we provide a foundation for true 
reconstruction and unleash the hope 
that all children deserve.
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AFRICA

Africa, which for centuries witnessed the 
exploitation of its human and natural 

resources by Western colonial rulers, is now 
increasingly being ravaged by autocratic rulers 
and corrupt politicians conniving with multi-
national corporations.

In addition to these loses, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), which tops the list 
of countries whose natural resources are 
plundered, faces yet another loss in the form 
of unpaid taxes. The country is estimated to 
lose up to $1.3 billion in revenue each year due 
to the failure to remit taxes by public bodies, 
tax agencies and state mining firms, as well as 
from the pillage of revenue through suspicious 
transactions. Investigations by London-based 
lobby Global Witness have found more than 
$750 million of DRC's revenue earned from 
mining went missing between 2013 and 2015, 
even as the country’s administration struggled 
to provide public services to citizens.

Global Witness said the state-owned mining 
company, Gécamines, and tax agencies held 
back from the Congolese national Treasury $149 
million in 2013, $314 million in 2014 and $291 
million in 2015. Though it is a public entity, the 
financial dealings of Gécamines are not available 
to the public as it does not publish any audited 

accounts, income, expenditure, debt repayments 
or whether any profit is paid to the state as the 
sole shareholder. DRC is wracked by political 
violence and unrest. A key cause of discontent 
with President Joseph Kabila's regime is the 
chronic lack of funding of basic public services, 
even as corruption and mismanagement of 
revenue agencies and Gécamines deplete over a 

fifth of proceeds from the national exchequer.
DRC is one of biggest and resource-rich 

countries in Africa; it is also among the poorest. 
DRC's minerals such as gold and cobalt attract 
huge investments from foreign firms; the 
country is Africa's biggest copper producer and 
also produces 60 percent of the world's cobalt. 
It is also a country where over 77 percent of the 

population lives on less than $2 a day. 
Up to $10 billion worth of copper and cobalt 

are believed to be extracted and exported each 
year from the DRC, yet only 6 percent of this 
revenue is reaching the national budget. 

An obscure law allows agencies to keep part 
of fines levied leading to fabricated fines in an 
effort to increase funds that are kept.Tax agencies 
annually fail to remit revenues of over $50 million 
to treasury. At its peak in the 1980s, Gécamines 
contributed 43 percent of DRC's budget revenue, 
with an annual output of about 500,000 tonnes 
of copper. It collapsed in the 1990s after decades 
of looting. In 2010, DRC transformed Gécamines 
to a commercial operation owned by the state.

An analysis of data from the Norway-based, 
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative — 
the global standard for the good governance of 
oil, gas and mineral resources — points to the 
need for transparency and accountability from 
the mining sector to tax agencies if the DRC is 
to avoid sliding into further conflict and chaos.

Zimbabwe, Mauritania, Nigeria, Equatorial 
Guinea, Sudan and Eritrea have also featured in 
the complex corruption web in the production 
and sale of commercial crude oil, natural gas and 
minerals, accounting for trillions of dollars in 
revenue loss for the continent.

DRC losing billions in unpaid taxes

Two women
jointly win 2017
Africa Food Prize
Professor Ruth Oniang’o of Kenya 

and entrepreneur Maïmouna Sidibe 
Coulibaly of Mali, share this year’s Africa 
Food Prize for their outstanding effort to 
improve farming in Africa. The joint winners 
were announced last week at the African 
Green Revolution Forum in the Ivorian 
capital Abidjan where they were awarded 
the prize money of $100,000.

Professor Oniang’o is a leading academic 
expert in Food Security and Nutrition in 
Kenya where she is the founder and leader of 
the Rural Outreach Program, a community-
based organization that supports farmers 
to produce and process yields at the 
grassroots.

She is also the founder and editor of the 
first peer-review journal on agriculture in 
Africa – African Journal of Food, Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Development (AJFAND).

On the other hand, Mrs. Coulibaly, an 
agro-industrialist, is the founder and owner 
of Faso Kaba Seed Company in Mali with over 
14 years of experience in the food production 
sector. She set up her company in 2003 to 
help solve the food shortage problem in Mali 
by producing and marketing agricultural 
seeds for the benefit of small farmers.

The second Africa Food Prize saw 643 
nominations from around the continent. 
The award was given an African identity only 
last year when it rebranded from its earlier 
name of Yara Prize to Africa.  

KPMG International, one of the 
world's 'big four' audit and 

management consultancy firms, 
began cleaning its South African 
stables, just weeks after allegation 
of the firm’s role in facilitating 
illegal business activities in the 
country.

Top leadership of South African 
unit of KPMG decided to step 
down, following the firm's alleged 
complicity in the scandal over 
corrupt practices by the Gupta 
family, who have been closely 
linked to President Jacob Zuma.

The South African unit of KPMG 
stands accused of assisting the 
Gupta family business empire to 
irregularly seize billions of rands 
worth of government contracts. 
The firm is also charged with 
having drawn up a damaging report 
on former South African Finance 
Minister Pravin Gordhan, which 
led to his firing and subsequently 

fueled factional infighting within 
the government and the ruling 
African National Congress (ANC). 

KPMG International, the 
parent company of KPMG South 
Africa, said that though an 
internal probe “did not identify 
any evidence of illegal behavior 
or corruption by KPMG partners 
or staff, it did find work that fell 

considerably short of KPMG’s 
standards.” As a consequence, it 
said, “top leaders of the South 
African company would step 
down, including the chairman, 
the chief executive officer and the 
chief operating officer.”

In addition, the company said it 
has offered to refund to the South 
African government R23 million 

($1.7 million), which it charged for 
a sub-standard investigative report 
on the South African Revenue 
Service that was used to discredit 
the former finance minister. Also, 
KPMG South Africa would donate 
R40 million ($3 million) — the total 
fees earned from Gupta entities 
since 2002 — to education and anti-
corruption NGOs.

KPMG has appointed human 
resources specialist, Nhlamu 
Dlomu, as its new South African 
CEO. She has vowed to clean up 
the company's image in South 
Africa. “My pledge and promise to 
the country is that we can and will 
regain the public’s confidence,” she 
said in a KPMG statement.

Apparently, a donation, a 
change in leadership and some 
hand wringing is all it takes for 
management consultants to ‘cut 
through complexity’ and get back 
to business as usual.

Corruption complicity see heads roll at KPMG South Africa 

Observers from the European 
Union (EU) say that though 

they found some technical problems, 
there was no evidence of vote-rigging 
in last month’s Kenya’s presidential 
election.

The Kenyan Supreme Court had 
also cited technical irregularities 
when it annulled the presidential 
election and ordered a re-run of 
the contest between incumbent 
President Uhuru Kenyatta and 
his challenger Raila Odinga on 17 
October.

In a statement the EU said it had 
examined 1,558 randomly selected 
scanned polling station results forms 
from 82 constituencies, out of a 
total of 41,000 polling stations and 
290 constituencies. The statement 
added that a small percentage of the 

forms were unreadable, others had 
mathematical mistakes, and others 
were missing data or signatures, but 
none of these were indication of a 
deliberate manipulation of the votes.

The opposition National Super 

Alliance led by presidential contest 
loser Raila Odinga, had alleged that 
the elections were marred by fraud 
and is threatening to boycott the 
re-run unless some demands are 
met, including the resignation of key 

officials from the Kenyan electoral 
body, the Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission (IEBC).

The EU observers admitted that 
a quarter of polling stations were 
severely late in posting their manually 
completed tallying sheets online. In 
some cases they only did so after the 
legal deadline for the opposition to 
mount court challenges to the results 
had passed. But again these were 
IT-related technical challenges that 
needed to be overcome before the 
upcoming polls.

For its part, the IEBC has expressed 
reservations about being able to 
comply with the 17 October deadline 
set for election, as the technology 
used to identify voters and transmit 
results needed to be upgraded to 
ensure a credible re-run process. 

EU says no evidence of rigging in Kenyan election
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The Mexican Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. 
Miguel Angel Isidro marked the 207th 

Anniversary of his country’s Independence Day 
with a reception on 18 September at the Jumeirah 
Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa.

The Assistant Foreign Minister for Economic 
Affairs Amal Al-Hamad was the chief guest of the 
function attended by members of the diplomatic 
corps, Kuwaiti officials and media personnel.

In his address to the gathering, Ambassador 

Isidro expressed his condolences towards 
his countrymen, who were affected by the 7 
September earthquake that struck Mexico, and 
requested a moment of silence.

Ambassador Isidro moved on to laud the 
prolonged 42-year relationship between Kuwait 
and Mexico that saw bilateral dialogue become 
more dynamic. He added that he hoped both 
countries would proceed to work together 
with the aim of reaching mutually beneficial 

opportunities of economic cooperation. On the 
sidelines of the function, Minister Al-Hamad 
announced the first meeting of the joint Kuwaiti-
Mexican committee in early January.

She pointed out that the committee's main 
objectives are beefing up economic cooperation 
and creating investment opportunities between 
the two friendly countries. She explained that the 
committee would tackle a wide array of economic, 
trade and investment issues. Al-Hamad also 

stressed that Kuwait signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the Mexican direct investment 
authority to promote joint investments. She 
concluded by highlighting Kuwait's keenness 
to strengthen economic, cultural and political 
relations between the two countries.

The function had a traditional touch due 
to the presence of authentic Mexican cuisine 
prepared by Mexican Chef Sofia and a booth 
filled with beautiful Mexican trinkets.

Mexican Ambassador marks 207th Anniversary of country’s National Day

Continued from Page 1

His Highness the Prime Minister reasserted 
Kuwait’s commitment to unity, sovereignty and 
independence of Yemen and also rejected any 
interference in its internal affairs. A solution to 
the crisis in Yemen, he added, should be based 
on outcome of national dialogue, the GCC 
initiative and its implementation mechanism 
and UN resolution 2216.

It will be remembered that in a bid to help 
reach a peaceful settlement, Kuwait had played 
host to the UN-brokered Yemeni negotiations for 
over three months in 2016, without the warring 
factions being able to reach a mutually acceptable 
peaceful resolution to the conflict. Kuwait has 
also rushed to help the Yemeni people and has 
allocated US$100 million to provide relief aid for 
the people in need to ultimately restore security 

and stability in the country. 
Meanwhile, on Friday, UN Secretary General 

Antonio Guterres commended Kuwait's role 
and contributions for supporting the UN 
operations and thanked the country for its 
vast humanitarian and development assistance 
around the world.

The UN chief made the remarks during a 
meeting with Kuwait's First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on the sidelines of 
the 72nd UN General Assembly.

For his part, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled thanked 
Mr. Guterres for supporting security and stability 
at the regional and international level. The two 
top diplomats discussed cooperation between 
Kuwait and the UN agencies ahead of the 
Gulf country's non-permanent membership 
in the UN Security Council for 2018-19. 

Kuwait to promote global peace, security

Gulf Bank and Al Sadu 
Society are ready to kick 

off the new season of their 
year-long series of educational 
workshops titled ‘Fun with 
Textiles’ aimed at developing 
children’s skills in crafts and 
textile art techniques and 
preserving Kuwaiti traditions 
and heritage. Activities started 
on 23 September and will run 
until mid-December 2017.

The program will include 
two free of charge workshops 
per month and children or 
their parents can simply 
register by sending an email to 
workshops@alsadu.org.kw. 

Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant 
General Manager for Corporate 
Communications at Gulf Bank 
said: “Sponsoring Al Sadu 

Society workshops comes in 
line with our corporate social 
responsibility program which 
supports events and initiatives 
that are focused on promoting 
Kuwait’s heritage, raising 
awareness of its culture, as well 
as supporting youth education”.

The workshops are free 
and open to children aged 6-12 

years, which require advanced 
registration. Each session is 
open to 12 attendees who will 
learn and develop creative skills 
in a relaxed and stimulating 
environment, with the assistance 
of professional bilingual 
instructors. The workshops are 
structured to ensure that it is 
fun, flexible and practical. 

Gulf Bank and Al Sadu Society resume ‘Fun with Textiles’ workshops
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The promise of crispy, juicy, 
oven-baked chicken is one 

that every cook wishes to achieve. 
This method involves coating 
chicken in breadcrumbs and then 
frying in hot oil.

While this technique is not 
quite as simple as shaking chicken 
with breadcrumbs in a bag, the 
results are worth the minimal 
extra effort. Toasted panko 
breadcrumbs give the chicken a 
golden, crispy exterior, while a 
paste of eggs and mayo keeps the 
chicken juicy.

What you need to know: This 
recipes calls for four boneless, 
skinless chicken breasts, but this 
technique works also on boneless, 
skinless thighs. The chicken bakes 
in a 218 degrees Celsius oven for 
15 to 20 minutes. 

The secret to juicy, quick-
cooking chicken: As you 
know, chicken breast comes in 
all different shapes and sizes. 
Pounding the chicken into thin, 
even pieces is key to keeping this 
crispy oven chicken juicy while it 
cooks. If pounding sounds more 
time-consuming than therapeutic 
to you, try this: Pound the chicken 
inside a large zip-top bag. The bag 
contains all the mess and will not 
slip and slide under the mallet or 
rolling pin.

The crispy chicken play-by-
play: Toast the breadcrumb 
coating: Toasting the panko 
breadcrumbs in the oven not only 
adds flavor and crunch, but also 
gives the chicken a golden hue. 
Cover the baking sheet in foil so 
you can remove the foil after the 
panko is toasted and use it as a 
tray for coating the chicken.

Pound the chicken: Place each 
chicken breast inside a large zip-
top bag and pound to about a 
1/4-inch thickness. You can use 
the flat side of a meat mallet or 
a rolling pin.

Coat the chicken with egg and 
mayonnaise: An egg coating is 
pretty traditional, but combining 
the egg with mayonnaise helps 
the coating stick to the chicken 
and stay moist in the oven.

Bake the chicken on a wire 
rack: This is the secret step that 
makes baking the chicken even 

faster and juicier. Elevate the 
chicken on a wire rack set inside a 
baking sheet to create airflow and 
circulation to efficiently cook it.
Serving: When serving, you 
can dress up the chicken with a 
delicious dressing of your choice 
and pair it with a salad. Or, you can 
chop into pieces and add to salads 
and pasta. 

Serves 4

Ingredients
2 cups panko breadcrumbs or saltine 
cracker crumbs
2 tbsp vegetable oil
1 large egg
1/4 cup mayonnaise
1 tsp kosher salt
1/4 tsp garlic powder
1/4 tsp freshly ground black pepper
4 boneless, skinless chicken breast
Equipment
Measuring cups and spoons
Knife and cutting board
Large zip-top bag
Meat mallet or rolling pin
Aluminum foil
Rimmed baking sheet
Wire rack
Mixing bowls
Paper towel

Instructions
• Arrange a rack in the middle of 

the oven and heat to 218 degrees 
Celsius. Line a rimmed baking 
sheet with aluminum foil.

• Spread the panko or cracker 
crumbs out onto the baking sheet, 
add the oil, and toss to coat. Toast, 
stirring halfway through, three to 
four minutes; set aside to cool.

• Place the egg, mayonnaise, salt, 
garlic powder, and pepper in a 
large bowl and whisk until smooth; 
set aside.

• Working with one chicken breast 
at a time, place inside a large zip-
top bag and pound with the flat 
side of a meat mallet or rolling pin 
to an even 1/4-inch thickness. Set 
the flattened chicken breast aside 
and repeat with remaining breasts.

• Pat the chicken dry on both sides 
with paper towels. This is just 
a little extra insurance that the 
coating will stick well.

• Transfer the chicken to the egg 
mixture and toss with tongs until 
well coated; set aside.

• Move the foil with the panko on it 
off of the baking sheet. Fit a wire 
rack into this baking sheet.

• Working with one piece of chicken 
at a time, press the chicken into the 
panko on all sides. Move the coated 
chicken to the wire rack. You may 
have leftover breadcrumbs.

• Bake until the chicken is cooked 
through and golden-crisp, 15 to 20 
minutes.

Recipe

Crispy, 
Oven-Baked 
Chicken
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LuLu Hypermarket, the leading regional 
retailer, once again launched its highly 

popular annual 'Food Fest' on 20 September at 
all its outlets.

The ten-day event was inaugurated at 
the Jahra branch of LuLu Hypermarket by 
the Manager of Jahra Municipality, Thareef 
Shakir Al-Muthairy, in the presence of top 

LuLu management and a large gathering of 
customers, well-wishers and media personnel.

The annual 'Food Fest' provides an 
opportunity for shoppers to see and  taste a 
wide variety of food items and diverse flavors 
from countries around the world.

The highlight of the Food Fest 2017 is a 
diverse range of food products that caters to 

various tastes of consumers, which are displayed 
uniquely and are on offer at very special prices. 
Taste sampling and different competitions 
offering attractive prizes make shopping at any 
LuLu Outlet during the Food Fest a excitingly 
wonderful shopping experience.

During the 10 days promotion period, all 
outlets of LuLu Hypermarket will feature large 

cut-outs of traditional cultural and social 
scenes of many countries from where the foods 
originate, further attracting shoppers to the 
diversity and distinction of the lands.

Food Fest 2017 is part of LuLu Hypermarket’s 
ongoing initiative to regularly interact with their 
customers through highly popular promotions 
and festivals.  

LuLu Hypermarket launches Food Fest

Bahrain Exchange Company 
W.L.L. (BEC), one of Kuwait’s 

leading worldwide money transfer 
and foreign exchange companies, 
has announced on 18 September the 
opening of its 43rd retail outlet in 
Omariya. 

Located behind Farwaniya Middle 
school - Boys, the new branch is 
BEC’s 5th in Farwaniya Area which 
is a heavily populated residential 
area in Kuwait. The branch, open 
from Saturday to Friday, 9am – 
9pm, will cater to the many locals 
and expatriates in the area, who 
require money transfer and currency 
exchange services. Customers 
can expect to receive BEC’s highly 
competitive rates on currency 
exchange and BEC’s full suite of 
money transfer services, including 
Cash Pick-up and Credit to Account 
through EzRemit and MoneyGram.

To celebrate the opening and 
to welcome new customers to the 
branch, BEC gave away 500 gifts 
to the first 500 customers who 
undertook a money transfer or 

currency exchange transaction. 
Commenting on the new branch, 

Mathews Varughese, General 
Manager of BEC said, “Part of 
our business strategy is to open 
convenient and accessible branch 
locations and to take BEC closer 
to our customers. As Farwaniya is 
highly populated with expatriates 
living and working there, we felt it 
was ideal to open another branch to 
meet the needs of customers in this 
busy area”.

BEC currently has 43 branches 
conveniently located across Kuwait 
and specialises in sending money 
around the globe safely and quickly 
to over 46,000 locations in 30 
countries through its own money 
transfer product – EzRemit.  Its 
global reach is extended to over 200 
countries through its partnership 
with MoneyGram an international 
remittance company. BEC also has 
its own online money transfer service 
allowing customer to send money 
fast, safe and securely from the 
comfort off their own home or office.

BEC launches new branch in Omariya

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 
fraternity in Kuwait celebrated 

its 11th Founder’s Day, in the school 
auditorium on 15 September, 2017 as 
a symbol of respect and gratitude 

towards the Founder and Chairman of 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan institutions in 
the Middle East, N. K. Ramachandran 
Menon, a great visionary.

The Chief Guest of the day was 

Bhavans basks in its excellence during Founder’s Day celebration
the Chairman’s better half, Madam 
Sudha Ramachandran. Principals and 
administrators of Bhavans Kuwait 
Fraternity graced the occasion with 
their esteemed presence among the 
gathering of teachers, parents and 
media.

The Junior Library christened 
'Tagore Library' was inaugurated by 
the Chief Guest before the formal 
function commenced. 

An invocation dance staged by 
the talents of Bhavans, marked the 
beginning of the cultural fiesta of 
the evening. The curtain was drawn 
to delineate the multi-dimensional 
life of the most powerful and 
perfect creation of God, woman. 
‘Sthree Parva,’ the epic dance drama, 
conceptualized by the principal, Mr. 
Premkumar, portrayed the lives of 
many legendary Indian women from 

the past and present. 
Madam Sudha Ramachandran, 

the Chief Guest of the day was 
bestowed upon the love and respect 
by the Bhavans, family in the form of a 
present by Mr. Premkumar.  

Mr. Ramachandran Menon, the 
Chairman, Bhavans Middle East, was 
also presented a gift on behalf of 
the Bhavans family, and a canvas of 
breathtaking scenic beauty. 
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Established in 1945 as per the Charter 
of the United Nations, the Security 

Council comprises of 15 members. Five of 
these members — People's Republic of China 
(PRC), France, Russia, the United Kingdom 
and the United States — are veto-holding 
permanent members, while the remaining 10 

non-permanent members are elected by the 
UNGA for a two-year term. The UNSC has 
primary responsibility for the maintenance 
of international peace and security and takes 
the lead in determining the existence of a 
threat to the peace or act of aggression. It 
calls upon parties to a dispute to settle it by 

peaceful means and recommends methods 
of adjustment or terms of settlement. In 
some cases, the Security Council can resort to 
imposing sanctions or even authorize the use 
of force to maintain or restore international 
peace and security. All Member States are 
obligated to comply with the Council's 
decision.

 Each member of the Security Council 
has one vote, with decisions on procedural 
matters taken by an affirmative vote of nine 
members. All other matters are decided only 
by an affirmative vote of nine members, as 
well as that of all five permanent members. 
The five permanent members have the right 
to veto any decision, even if the remaining 
14 members vote in support of a resolution. 
A member who is party to a dispute that is 
being considered by the UNSC is obliged to 
abstain from voting.

Established in 1945 under the Charter of the United Nations, 
the General Assembly is the main deliberative, policymaking 

and representative organ of the United Nations. Comprising all 193 
Members of the United Nations, the UNGA provides a platform 
for multilateral discussion on issues covered by the Charter. It also 
plays a significant role in the process of standard-setting and the 
codification of international law.

The General Assembly regularly meets under six main committees 
to discuss issues of concern to the global community. They are the 
Committee on: Disarmament and international security issues; 
Economic and financial issues; Social, humanitarian and cultural 
issues; Special political and decolonization issues; Administrative and 
budgetary issues; and Legal issues. The UNGA deliberates issues on 
its floor and passes resolutions through a voting process that grants 
each member of the UN a single vote. For routine issues, a simple 
majority is sufficient to adopt the resolution, however, for more 
important topics, the decision has to be made by two-thirds majority.

The Security Council, at its 1034th meeting, held 
on the 7th of May 1963 unanimously decided to 

recommend to the General Assembly that Kuwait 
be admitted to membership to the United Nations. 
Following this recommendation, the General Assembly, 
at its Fourth Special Session, in its 1203rd plenary meeting 
on 14 May, 1963, adopted resolution 1872 admitting the 
State of Kuwait as the 111th member state in the United 
Nations. His Highness the Amir, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who was then the Foreign Minister of 
Kuwait, addressed the General Assembly at its Fourth 
Special Session. The flag raising ceremony of the State 
of Kuwait at United Nations Headquarters took place on 
the 15 May, 1963.

FOCUSFOCUS

United Nations at 72
Delegates from around the world are gathered at the UN Headquarters in New York for the 72nd session of the United 

Nations General Assembly (UNGA), which is being held from 12 – 25 September. The UNGA as the main deliberative, 

policymaking and representative forum of the UN provides a unique platform for the multilateral discussion of the full 

spectrum of international issues covered by the UN Charter. Nevertheless, despite 72 years of deliberations, many of the 

goals aspired to in the UN Charter that established the global body in 1945, remain unfulfilled, or at best, continues to 

be works in progress. Below we provide an overview of the functioning of the United Nations of 193 nations.

Assists more 65 million refugees and people fleeing war, famine or 
persecution.

Protects peace through 117,000 peace-keepers in 15 operations on 
five continents

Fights poverty by helping improve lives of 1.1 million people

Assists over 67 countries a year with their elections

Vaccinates 45 percent of the world's children thereby saving 
3 million lives a year

Protects and promotes Human rights on the ground and through 
80 treaties or declarations

Provides food to 80 million people in 80 countries Supports maternal health by helping more than 1 million women 
a month

Works with 195 states to promote the Paris Climate Change Agreement, to holding the rise in global 
temperature to the 2 degree C above pre-industrial levels

The UN today

In June 1945, representatives of 50 countries 
met in San Francisco to draw up and sign 

the United Nations Charter. On 24 October, 
1945, the Charter was ratified by the Republic 
of China (ROC), France, the Soviet Union, the 
United Kingdom and the United States, along 
with a majority of the other 45 nations that 
drew up the Charter. Today, the United Nations 
has 193 members and October 24 of each year is 
designated as United Nations Day.

"If we fail to use it [UN Charter], we shall 
betray all those who have died so that we might 
meet here in freedom and safety to create it. If 
we seek to use it selfishly — for the advantage of 
any one nation or any small group of nations — 
we shall be equally guilty of that betrayal. " US 
President Harry Truman at the signing of the UN 
Charter on 26 June, 1945.

Coordinates a 

$22.5 
billion appeal for 
the humanitarian 

needs of 

93.5 
million people

UN History

UN General Assembly (UNGA)

Kuwait at the UN

UN Secretary GeneralUN Objective

According to the UN Charter, 
the United Nations has four 
purposes:

• To maintain international 
peace and security.

• To develop friendly 
relations among nations.

• To cooperate in solving 
international problems 
and in promoting respect 
for human rights. 

• To be a center for 
harmonizing the actions 
of nations.

Antonio Guterres, the 
67-year-old former Prime 

Minister of Portugal, is the 
current Secretary-General of the 
UN. He took over as the UN Chief 
following the end of the tenure 
of his predecessor Ban ki-Moon 
at the end of 2016. Between 
2006 and 2015, Mr. Guterres was 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees. He was the Secretary-
General of the Socialist Party of 
Portugal and the Prime Minister 
of the country from 1992 to 
2002. From 1999 to 2005 he was 
also President of the Socialist 
International, the worldwide 
alliance of democratic socialist 
parties.

UN Security Council (UNSC)
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The Ministry of Interior personnel dispersed about 50 
laborers employed by a private company at Zour Port.

This came after the Ahmadi Security Command 
received a call about the gathering of about 50 laborers. 
Police patrols rushed to the location where they found 

out that the laborers had gone on strike due to delayed 
payment of their salaries for a number of months. 
Securitymen then accompanied the owner of the 
company to the police station where he was obliged to 
pay the delayed salaries.

Workers paid salary after strike

Indian Learners Own Academy 
(ILOA) bagged the ‘Excellence in 

Quality’ Award at the International 
Conference held in Lucerne, 
Switzerland on 3 July, 2017. Europe 
Business Assembly (EBA) was proud 
to present ILOA, Kuwait as a leading 
educational industry provider. 

ILOA was awarded with the 
European Quality Award for the high 
quality of the Academy’s production 
and services, strong position in the 
national market and in international 
ratings, successful implementation 
of modern management 
technologies, high staff qualification 

and efficient marketing strategy. The 
award was received by Asha Sharma, 

Principal of ILOA in the presence of 
Chairman D.K Sharma.

ILOA receives ‘Excellence in Quality’ award

Flamant, the renowned Belgian 
furniture brand recently 

unveiled their latest collection 
at their showroom in Al Rai at 
the Al Jerawy Gallery. A brand fit 
for royalty, Flamant was granted 
the Royal Warrant by His Royal 
Highness King Filip of Belgium and 
each piece is created with respect 
for craftsmanship, using natural 
quality materials sourced from small 
workshops all over the world.

Flamant’s latest collection offers 
a multitude of styles that befits 
the Kuwaiti customer’s needs and 
aesthetic choices. From classic, 
country and Gustavian to modern 
vintage and contemporary urban 
design, Flamant merges past and 
present in perfect harmony making 
tradition and innovation, simplicity 
and design meet.

Housing everything a modern 
yet traditional home would need, 
Flamant offers customers in Kuwait 

the opportunity to purchase 
everything from beautiful living 
room sets, bedroom or outdoor 
furniture, dewaniya sets and all 
types of accessories both large and 
small. Flamant offers an ultimate 
design experience through inviting 
customers to Belgium to select 
unique and limited products designed 
to meet their style.  

Ehab Zurqieh, Brand Manager 
of Flamant, said, “Kuwait is a 
sophisticated market when it comes 
to design and aesthetic choices. 
Consumers in Kuwait take pride in 
perfecting their home and Flamant 
is the perfect choice for them. It is a 
brand that combines tradition and 
modernity and we have carefully 
selected pieces that will appease the 
customer base here in Kuwait.”

Flamant is located at Al Rai on 
Ghazali Road, next to Fantasy World 
and is open every day from 10am till 
10pm. 

Flamant launches new collection in Kuwait

Continued from Page 1

Political Security Community, 
Economic Community and Socio Cultural 
Community. Among the highlights were: 
in 1971 ASEAN signed the Declaration 
of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality; 
1976 signed Declaration of Concord 
and Treaty of Amity Cooperation; 1992 
signed the Free Trade Area; 1993 Regional 
Forum was established; 2003 signed 
the ASEAN Concord 2; in 2004 ASEAN 
and China signed the conduct of parties 
in South China Sea; 2005 established 
center for Bio Diversity; in 2007 signed 
the ASEAN Charter and adapted the 
economic blueprint; in 2009 adapted 
blueprint in economic and socio cultural; 
in 2009 established the committee on 
human rights; 2010 signed the ASEAN 
connectivity; 2011 established the 
ASEAN coordinating center for human 
assistance for disaster management; 
2012 signed the human rights declaration 
and in same year held convention 
on trafficking in person; and in 2015 
established the ASEAN Community. 

The Times: How has Philippines’ 
relation with ASEAN been over the 
past 50 years?
Ambassador Villa: Philippines as 
founding member has been active and 
has witnessed the odds and evens of the 
ASEAN group despite all the challenges 
Philippines remained steadfast as 
member. It has also chaired ASEAN 
three times in years 1992, 2006 and 2017.

The Times: How is ASEAN with 
Philippine President Duterte’s 
Administration?
Ambassador Villa: Philippines as 
chair will highlight ASEAN as model 
global player in the interest of its 
people. Philippines adapted the theme 
‘Partnering for Change, Engaging the 
World’, which captures and consolidates 
common goals for its peoples, forging of 
common identity as ASEAN. 

The six thematic priorities include 
people oriented ASEAN, peace, stability 
in the region, maritime security and 
cooperation, ASEAN resiliency to 
capture challenges environmental 
degradation and calamities. ASEAN has 
followed its way of consensus building 
consultation and noninterference in its 
domestic affairs. 

The Times: A message to the ASEAN 
Community and Filipinos
Ambassador Villa: The nine ASEAN 
countries have huge population in 
Kuwait and one of its goals is to 
establish a closer tie with the GCC. 
For the Filipinos, I know how focused 
they are with their work and probably 
similarly with other ASEAN nationals 
and that they would have limited 
knowledge of the ASEAN but I do hope 
they reach out to each other not only 
to their countrymen but other ASEAN 
nations and foster friendship and 
cooperation and that they consider 
visiting each countries as touristic 
destinations in the region. 

Partnering for change, 
engaging the world
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In its continuous endeavor to deploy 
smarter document solution strategies, 

Xerox and Alamana Industries launched 29 
new printers and multifunction devices at a 
roadshow held in Kuwait last week. The new 
range featured simple and secure on-the-go 
capabilities, cloud connectivity, and access to 
productivity boosting features and apps. The 
launch, the largest in the company’s history, 
addressed growing demand in technological 
advancements across multiple industry 
verticals, including healthcare, real estate, 
education, retail and many others. 

The new ConnectKey portfolio transforms 
traditional printing devices into smart, 
connected workplace assistants that reflect 
the evolving needs of today’s businesses. 
Personalized workflows, one-touch access to 
the cloud and multi-layered security features 
are the new print, copy and fax. 

 Constantly focussing on increasing 
customers’ productivity, efficiency and 
innovative approach towards how work is 
being done. At this historical launch, Xerox 
introduced a family of products in a variety 
of sizes, speeds and capabilities to match the 
needs of small-and-medium-sized businesses 
as well as large enterprises.

Speaking exclusively to The Times Pui Chi-
Li, head of marketing for the Middle East and 
Africa at Xerox  said the launch of ConnectKey 

not only promotes innovation in the workplace 
but also strengthens Xerox’s positioning in the 
Middle East region. Kuwait represents growing 
potential in document technology and, by 
strengthening our product offerings, we are 
enabling our key partners and expanding our 
channel network. Channel partners strive on 

technologies that empower them to expand 
their client base and grow their businesses.

The new products will be identified as the 
Xerox VersaLink® and Xerox AltaLink® series. 
The VersaLink devices are designed for small 
workgroups and distributed teams and include 
19 printers and multifunction printers (MFPs). 
The AltaLink series includes 10 MFPs designed 
for larger workgroups or print volume needs. 

Director of Public Relations and 
Information Department and spokesman 

of the Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) 
Aseel Al-Mazyad said that 29,710 expatriates 
have canceled their work permits and left the 

country in the first seven months of 2017. 
Al-Mazyad added PAM has completed 

918,011 transactions in the first half of this year 
related to transfer, renewal and cancellation of 
work permits.

Nearly 30,000 expats cancel work permits, leave Kuwait

Largest launch event in the company’s history delivered 29 new ConnectKey 
enabled devices to become connected workplace assistants

Xerox and Alamana launch new 
technology to transform the workplace

The Embassy of Italy in 
Kuwait has signed a 

contract with VFS Global on 
6 September, 2017, to launch 
a proficiently managed and 
modern Italy Visa Application 
Centre in Kuwait City.

The contract was officially 
signed by Ambassador of 
Italy to the State of Kuwait 
H. E. Giuseppe Scognamiglio, 
and Vinay Malhotra, Chief 
Operating Officer, Middle East 
& South Asia, VFS Global, at a 
signing ceremony held at the 
Embassy of Italy in Kuwait, on 
6 September, 2017.

Also present at the signing 
was Patrizio Dell'Arte, Head of 
the Consular Office of Italy in 
the State of Kuwait and Marita 

Bachhav, Head of Operations 
- GCC, Lebanon, Jordan & Iraq, 
VFS Global.

The new center, scheduled 
to launch in November 2017 
will be located at Level 54, 
Arraya Tower, Al Shuhada 

Street, Sharq, Kuwait, and 
will allow travellers to Italy 
from Kuwait submit visa 
applications and enroll 
biometrics in a comfortable, 
convenient and professionally 
managed environment.

VFS Global signs 4-year visa processing 
contract with Italian Embassy

Indian Youth Society-Kuwait (IYS) will present 
the much-awaited dance competition, 

‘Dhoom Machale – Season 4’, at the American 
International School in Hawally on 29 September. 
Following the success of previous Dhoom 
Machale shows, Season 1, 2 and 3, with the very 
talented Terence Lewis and Geeta Kapur, Season 

4 will feature famous Bollywood choreographer 
and dancing-show judge Mudassar Khan.

Mudassar Khan is an Indian dancer and film 
choreographer who was one of the three judges 
for the fourth season of the Indian dance reality 
show ‘Dance India Dance’. He runs his own hip-
hop school and is the owner of the dance group 

Sharpshooterz. He is also the man behind many 
of Bollywood mega-star Salman Khan’s popular 
movie dances.

‘Dhoom Machale’, a dance competition that 
brings out the best dancing talent in Kuwait, 
holds competition based on age-groups, with 
four levels — junior, pre-senior, senior and super-
senior. Auditions for Season 4 were held earlier at 
Salmiya Indian Model School and was judged by 
Dance India Dance winner Shyam Yadav.

Indian Youth Society, Kuwait is a non-profitable 
organization registered with the Indian Embassy 
in Kuwait, and is an initiative of like-minded young 
Indians with the vision of honoring, encouraging, 
supporting and celebrating the Indian social and 
cultural values among the people of Kuwait. 

The intention of IYS is to create a platform 
for organizing various cultural and sports 
competitions where people can showcase their 
talent and creativity.  The society also organizes 
social and cultural events that provide quality 
entertainment and where people can come 
together to interact harmoniously. For further 
details contact: 6512931, 66361912, 66367438 and 
60711700. E-mail: iyskuwait@gmail.com; www.
indianyouthkuwait.com

The Indian community School 
Kuwait (ICSK) congratulates 

Dr. V. Binumon, the Principal 
and Senior Administrator of 
the school on receiving the 
prestigious National award 
for the Best Teacher by the 
Honorable President of India.  

He received the prestigious 
National Award for The Best 
Teacher from the Honorable Vice 
President M. Venkaiah Naidu 
on 5 September in a solemn 
function at the Vighyan Bhavan, 
New Delhi. The award function 
was attended by Sri Prakash 
Javedekar, Union Minister 
for Human Resources, Sri 
SatyapalSingh and Sri Upendra 
Kuhvaha (both Ministers of 
State, HR) and Sri Anil Swaroop, 
the Secretary of Education.

Sixteen teachers were 
carefully selected under various 
categories for the award from a 
large pool of teachers working 

in various schools across India, 
Middle East and a number of 
countries. Dr. V. Binumon was 
awarded in the CBSE Principal 
category.

The award is well-deserved 
owing to the dedicated efforts 
of Dr. Binumon in the scenario 
of curricular and co - curricular 
activities of the school over 

the years and his many years of 
service in the field of education.

Dr. Binumon always pursues 
excellence, and his hard work 
and dedication have led the ICSK 
to greater name and fame. The 
mega art fest named ISMAF, 
first of its kind was initiated and 
conducted successfully under 
his leadership. 

Dhoom Machale – Season 4

ICSK Principal receives Indian President’s National Award
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The Indian Community School Kuwait 
(ICSK) – Amman was all ready to 

welcome its students in a splendid manner 
on the reopening day on 13 September 
following the summer holidays. Students 
were welcomed warmly by the Principal, Vice 
Principal, Teachers, School Senate members 
and Radio Amman team. 

ICSK Principal Rajesh Nair greeted the staff 
and students and emphasized that the school is 
looking forward to an exciting, productive and 
successful school year 2017-18.

ICSK Amman rolls-out red carpet to welcome students

On the occasion of the National Day of Nepal, 
the Ambassador of Nepal to Kuwait H.E. 

Yagya Bahadur Hamal hosted a reception on 20 
September at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. Gracing the 
function as the Guest of Honor was the Assistant 
Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs Amal Al-
Hamad. The large gathering in attendance at the 
event included members of the diplomatic corps, 
Kuwaiti officials, businessmen, members of the 
Nepali community and media personnel. 

In his speech, Ambassador Hamal touched on 
the importance of Nepal’s National Day, pointing 
out that the day marks the adoption of the new 
constitution of Nepal, which was passed by the 

Constituent Assembly for the first time in the 
history of Nepal on 20 September, 2015 and has 
since been celebrated as the country’s National Day. 

The Ambassador emphasized that Nepal is a 
peaceful, independent country, with vast potential 
of hydropower, minerals and other resources that 
can be utilized for the benefit of the country. 

In his statement, the Ambassador invited 
Kuwaiti citizens to visit Nepal to experience 
its beauty as well as to consider trade and 
investments in the country. Stressing that Nepal 
is one of the most beautiful countries with a 
rich biodiversity and fascinating culture, he 
urged Kuwaitis to visit Nepal. The ambassador 

also highlighted the country’s globally famous 
products, such as carpets, pashmina products 

and its famous tea. 
On the relations between Kuwait and Nepal, 

the Ambassador praised the close and friendly 
ties between the two countries since the 
establishment of diplomatic relations, which 
he said were based on a strong foundation of 
friendship, mutual support and cooperation. 
He expressed his appreciation to the Kuwaiti 
Government for their continued cooperation and 
support to his country. 

A Nepali cultural troupe enlivened the event 
with traditional dances and music and guests 
were treated to authentic Nepalese cuisine at the 
specially designed ‘Khana Corner’. 

Nepalese Ambassador hosts reception to mark country’s National Day

In partnership with the non-profit organization, 
INJAZ Kuwait, the TEDxAlShuwaikh event was 

held on 16 September at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Cultural Centre. At the event, representatives from 
INJAZ Kuwait spoke to hundreds of participants to 
further its cause in empowering young people to 
own their economic success. 

The INJAZ Kuwait vision for ‘inspiring and 
preparing young people to become successful, 
contributing members of the society’ is well 
aligned with the TEDxAlShuwaikh theme for 
this year; ‘Ideas Worth Spreading’.  High profile 

executives from INJAZ Kuwait, Dr. Samar Baqer, 
Abdulwahab AlZankawi and the INJAZ Kuwait 
CEO, Laila Al Mutairi, spoke to people on 
marketing for the Z generation, public speaking 
and pursuing a career in non-profit organisations. 

INJAZ Kuwait partners with TEDxAlShuwaikh to reach youth
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Nearly 13 years ago, Professor 
Jonathan Tilly, a reproductive 

biologist at Northeastern University 
in the US, was the first to challenge 
the long-held scientific belief that 
humans along with other mammals 
were born with a set number of eggs 
and had no ability to create new ones.

Now, Tilly and his colleagues 
have published a new study which 
unequivocally shows that stem cells 
in the ovaries are a critical piece of the 
mammal fertility puzzle, and may be 
harnessed to revolutionize fertility 
treatments and perhaps even delay 
menopause.

Males from every animal species 
can produce new sperm at any time. 
Female flies, fish, and birds can 
also make new eggs well into their 
prime. But for decades, the accepted 
paradigm in reproductive biology was 
that nature had not granted female 
mammals the same luxury as their 
male counterparts.

Professor Tilly first disproved 
this idea with a study, published 
in 2004, that found a group of 
stem cells in mouse ovaries were 
supporting production of new eggs. 
His paradigm-shattering discovery 

was met with debate, disbelief, and 
disparagement from the scientific 
community.

Over the years, as research groups 
all over the world started to confirm 
and reproduce his results in mice and 
other mammals, Prof. Tilly sought 
to show the phenomenon also held 
true in humans. And in 2012, he did 
just that by showing that the same 
group of ovarian stem cells found in 
mice also existed in reproductive-
age women. And he confirmed they 
served the same function of making 
new eggs.

In his latest scientific paper 
published in August of this year, not 
only reiterated that adult female 
mice can, and do, create new eggs 
from stem cells in the ovary, but also 
quantified the biological importance 
of these stem cells.

Using a method called suicide gene 
technology, where researchers can 
kill and resurrect cells on command, 
the research team found that mice 
produce about 60 to 70 new eggs 
per day. This is a significant number, 
considering mice only have about 
1,000-2,000 eggs in total. And even 
more importantly, they discovered 

that as mice age, their bodies slowly 
turn the transitional stem cells 
off. The ovarian stem cells are still 
present in the body, but they stop 
functioning. As a result, the ovaries 
stop producing new eggs. Once all 
the eggs are depleted, the ovaries 
eventually fail.

"This allowed us to conclude the 
reason ovaries fail with age isn't 
because their ability to make new eggs 
is gone, it's that the house these stem 
cells live in has fallen into disrepair," 
the professor said. "So theoretically, 
to keep ovaries going, you don't want 
to put more of the stem cells in, you 

simply want to repair their house."
In his latest study, Prof. Tilly also 

used a genetic technique called 
lineage tracing or fate mapping, 
where instead of removing the 
stems cells and relying on genetic 
engineering to mark them, scientists 
tracked cells in vivo based on their 
natural self-marking. This allowed 
the research team to follow the stem 
cells and confirm they made new eggs 
and healthy babies under natural 
conditions. Moreover, they found that 
those babies went on to have healthy 
offspring of their own.

“This indicates two important 

things; first, eggs made during adult 
life from the ovarian stem cells 
actively contribute to the pool of eggs 
that are used under normal conditions 
to make babies. And secondly, babies 
made from those newly formed eggs 
are totally healthy and reproductively 
fine, and their offspring are totally 
fine and have no issues," said the 
professor.

The discovery and understanding of 
these ovarian stem cells has sweeping 
implications. One is the possibility 
of harnessing them to produce 
an unlimited number of eggs. For 
women struggling with fertility, this 
would change everything. Regulating 
these stem cells may also enable 
control of the female biological clock. 
Tilly's lab has achieved this to some 
degree in mice, successfully halting 
menopause. Doing so had enormous 
health benefits on sensory, cognitive, 
bone, and body mass health in mice. 
Tilly suspects delaying menopause 
in women would similarly prevent or 
delay the multitude of health risks 
associated with human female aging, 
although he concedes there is much 
more work to do before this goal 
materializes.

Research gives birth to hope for infertility

Robots to deliver 
medication to the body
Tiny robotic drug deliveries could soon be 

treating diseases inside your body. For the 
first time, micro-motors — small autonomous 
vehicles the width of a human hair — have 
cured bacterial infections in the stomachs of 
mice, using bubbles to power the transport of 
antibiotics.

Researchers at the University of California 
San Diego in the US used micro-motors to 
administer a dose of antibiotics daily for five 
days on mice with bacterial stomach infections. 
At the end of the treatment, they found their 
approach was more effective than regular 
doses of medicine.

The micro-motors consist of a spherical 
magnesium core coated with several different 
layers that offer protection, treatment, and 
the ability to stick to stomach walls. After they 
are swallowed, the magnesium cores react 
with gastric acid in the stomach to produce a 
stream of hydrogen bubbles that propel the 
motors around. This process briefly reduces 
acidity in the stomach which triggers the 
release of antibiotics from the acidity-sensitive 
antibiotic layer of the micro-motor. Moreover, 
since the micro-motors are made of mostly 
biodegradable material, they get dissolved in 
the stomach leaving no harmful residues. 

Generally drugs used to treat bacterial 
infections, such as ulcers, have to be taken 
alongside proton pump inhibitors that suppress 
gastric acid production. But long-term use of 
proton pump inhibitors can lead to some nasty 
side effects including headaches, diarrhoea, 
fatigue and even anxiety or depression. So 
being able to use the micro-motors that 
simultaneously lower acidity and release the 
antibiotics in one dose is a big step forward.

The next step is to look at using micro-
motors in a larger animal study, followed by 
eventual trials in humans, said the researchers.

Scientists from Germany and at the European 
Synchrotron Research Facility (ESRF) in 

Grenoble, France, have come up with analytical 
evidence showing that micro and nanoparticle 
elements in tattoo ink travel inside the body to 
reach the lymph nodes.

Very few people who go in for a tattoo are 
concerned about the quality or composition of 
the ink used in the tattoos, but they need to pay 
attention to the potential impurities present in 
the ink that enters their skin, said scientists at 
ESRF. While many tattoo inks contain organic 
pigments, they also include preservatives 
and contaminants such as nickel, chromium, 
manganese or cobalt. 

Besides carbon black, the second most 
common ingredient used in tattoo inks is 
titanium dioxide (TiO2), a white pigment usually 
applied to create certain shades when mixed 
with colorants. TiO2 is also commonly used 
in food additives, sun screens, paints. White 

tattoos, and consequently TiO2 are often 
associated with delayed healing, skin elevation 
and itching following tattoos. 

Scientists have now managed to get a very 
clear picture on the location 
of TiO2 once it gets in the 
tissue. "We already knew 
that micro-level pigments 
from tattoos travel to the 
lymph nodes as these nodes 
become tinted with the 
color of the tattoo. What 
we didn't know is that they 
do it in a nanoparticle form, 
which may not have the 
same behavior as the particles at a micro level. 
And that is the problem: we don't know how 
nanoparticles react with tissues," said Bernhard 
Hesse, one of authors of the study and ESRF 
visiting scientist. The report states there is 
strong evidence for both migration and long-

term deposition of nano-sized toxic elements 
and tattoo pigments, as well as for the alteration 
of biomolecules that are sometimes linked to 
cutaneous inflammation and other adversities 
upon tattooing. The next step, the research team 
said, was to inspect further samples of patients 
with adverse effects in their tattoos, in order to 
find links with chemical and structural properties 
of the pigments used to create these tattoos.

Tattoo ink travels deep into body
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Google has introduced a new 
payment app in India called 

Tez (the Hindi word for “fast”). Tez 
features a technology called audio 
QR that allows users to transfer 
money using sounds to pair two 
devices. Labeled as the ‘cash 
mode option’, phones negotiate a 
connection using audio to identify 
the payer and payee. The sounds 
would be inaudible to human ears 
because they will be sent using 
ultrasonic frequencies. 

The feature is similar to other 
cash transactions that do not require 
the exchange of personal details like 
bank accounts and phone numbers. 

Cash Mode works with any phone 
with a mic and speaker and Tez app 
installed, and does not require an NFC 
chip. Google’s Audio QR technology 
is similar to Chirp, which also sends 
data encoded in ultrasonic audio. 
There are 300 million smartphone 
users in India, and phones with NFC 
are still relatively rare and expensive, 
with many users instead favoring 
entry-level and mid-tier devices. Tez 
is also a step beyond Google other 
payment platform, Android Pay, 
because it is linked to India’s Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI). Linkage 
to UPI allows users to link payment 
apps from all of the 55 banks that 

are currently on the country’s Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI). UPI is a 
system that allows numerous bank 
accounts to be linked into one mobile 
app, and enables secure peer-to-peer 
payment. Digital transactions have 
surged after the Indian Government 
banned high-value cash notes late 
last year.

Tez also facilitates bank-to-bank 
payments and is protected by Tez 
Shield, a data security platform 
from Google that detects fraud and 
protects user identity. Tez behaves 
like a chat app, using your contact list 
as a way to keep transaction history 
organized. People or businesses you 

have sent or received cash from are 
grouped together ‘like a conversation’, 
says Google.

The company says small businesses 
can also use the app to accept 
payments into their bank accounts, 

and it also accepts payments from 
mobile sites with just a few taps. Tez 
is available on both Android and iOS, 
and Google plans to release the app 
in other emerging countries including 
Vietnam, Indonesia, and Thailand.

Google’s Indian payment app 
uses sound to transfer money

Pi aims to extend
wireless charging

Wireless charging is not something new, it 
has been around for a while. But wireless 

charging is still pretty limited, particularly in 
terms of where your device can be while pulling a 
charge from the wireless charger. Generally the 
wireless charger is a pad on which your device has 
to sit in order to be charged; lift your phone a few 
centimeters above the pad and the charging stops.

Pi, a company that wants to change this 
limitation of wireless chargers is building a device 
—aptly named Pi Charger — that they say can 
charge multiple devices within about 30cm in any 
direction. It is not the full-room charging concept 
that other companies have spent years trying to 
tackle, but it provides a good bit more flexibility 
over a pad. The team says they are using resonant 
induction — the same concept that powers many 
other wireless charging devices — but their secret 
sauce is a beam-forming algorithm that lets them 
safely direct a magnetic field to wherever the 
device to be charged is sitting.

According to Pi’s co-founder John Macdonald, 
“Shaping magnetic field is an old idea but it was 
complicated process that was time intensive. 
What my co-founder Lixin did was to reduce this 
process through matrices to where you could get 
an optimal solution in just two clock cycles on a 
simple microcontroller.”

The device can charge from a distance of 30cm 
in any direction, above, below or to the sides. 
Also, the speed, with which it can charge devices, 
depends on the distance from the base unit; right 
next to the device, it charges at full speed. The 
further the device is from the Pi, the slower it is.

The name ‘Pi’ is a nod to both co-founders’ alma 
mater, MIT. The school celebrates Pi in a number 
of ways, including announcing admissions on Pi 
Day (March 14th — or 3/14); given that they spun 
the project out of an MIT lab, it only made sense 
to continue the tradition. The company began 
its life in MIT’s Computer Science and Artificial 
Intelligence Laboratory, otherwise known as 
CSAIL. After its founders met by chance in a class 
they decided to work out a deal with the school to 
turn Lixin’s work into a commercial project.

The company is also building phone cases for 
the sake of backwards compatibility, but in future 
when most mobile phones begin to adopt wireless 
charging this will no longer be a necessity. Pi’s 
team says they haven’t settled on an exact price 
for their charger yet, but they expect it to ship for 
under $200 sometime in 2018.

Huawei took a swipe at Apple’s much 
touted iPhone X launch last week, by 

promising to release “The Real AI Phone” 
next month. Not known for subtlety in its 
marketing materials, 
Huawei launched a 
Facebook video that 
brazenly targeted 
iPhone’s new ‘neural 
engine’ hardware 
dedicated to artificial 
intelligence (AI).

Huawei, which 
overtook Apple this 
month to become 
the world’s second biggest smartphone 
maker, behind Samsung, said it would unveil 
the “real AI phone” on October 16 with 
the launch of its new flagship the Huawei 
Mate 10. Putting dedicated AI chips in 
mobile devices is a big advantage, allowing 

for faster processing, longer battery life, 
and greater user security. And, Huawei 
has a pretty good claim to being ahead in 
the mobile AI world. At last month’s IFA 
consumer electronics tradeshow in Berlin, 
Huawei unveiled its latest system-on-chip: 
the Kirin 970, which comes with its own 
“Neural Processing Unit” or NPU.

Like Apple’s neural engine, the NPU is a 
set of processing cores within the phone’s 
chipset that are dedicated to running AI tasks. 
But it is possible Huawei’s AI integration can 
go deeper. With its previous flagship, the 

Mate 9, it used machine learning to adapt 
the device’s operating system to users’ 
habits, allocating processing power and 
memory to the most-used tasks. The Mate 
9 indicated Huawei’s ambition to leverage 
artificial intelligence on a system-wide level; 
the Mate 10 could prove Huawei’s lead in this 
direction. 

Perhaps this is what the company means 
when it promises to unveil the “real AI 
phone” next month — not just dedicated 
hardware, but software tweaks that take 
advantage of the latest machine learning.

Huawei 
to release 
‘real AI’

Following Google’s lead earlier 
this year, Microsoft has now 

added fact checking tags to results on 
its search engine Bing.

A fact check label might now 
appear below results from Snopes, 
PolitFact, and other fact checking 
organizations, making it much easier 
to see their ruling on any given claim. 
Rather than having to click into the 
link, the site’s verdict — true, false, or 
somewhere in between — will now be 
pulled out into the search preview.

The feature should help to call 
out incorrect stories, but only to an 
extent. If an illegitimate news story 
makes it into your Bing search results 
(or Google, for that matter), it will 
still appear unadorned. The hope, 
however, is that a fact checking article 
might appear alongside it, and with 
the article’s verdict pulled out and 
bolded, readers might see and take 
heed before clicking through.

Like on Google, the fact checking 
labels are not limited to just the 
major fact checking sites — there is 
some common code that websites 
can embed to let search engines pull 
out their information. That leaves 
the tag open for abuse by, of course, 
the same people making these false 

stories in the first place. But Bing says 
it is not guaranteeing that all websites 
that include a fact check tag will have 
their fact checks displayed; instead, it 
will try to confirm that sites “follow 
commonly accepted criteria for fact 
checks” before showing them.

The spread of fact checking 
labels follows the tumultuous US 
election, which saw false articles and 
Russian propaganda reach voters to a 
shocking new extent. This happened 
most infamously over social media, 
like Facebook, and Facebook has since 
begun adding its own fact checking 
tools. Google, meanwhile, began 
rolling out fact checking tags to its 
news sections late last year, before 
bringing them to search in April.

Microsoft adds fact checks
to searches on Bing

Augmented Reality for 
retailers, manufacturers

When you look at an IKEA catalog or its website, you 
might think you are looking at rooms full of Swedish 

sofas, coffee tables and stylish lamps, but what you are 
actually looking at is highly realistic, but digitally manipulated 
3D facsimiles. 

These same facsimiles are now being used to build the next 
generation of retail augmented reality (AR) apps that let you 
select and place furniture or appliances in your own rooms 
before deciding what to buy.

Colormass, a Berlin-based company, is now offering 
retailers or manufacturers of any tangible products a platform 
for creating an IKEA-like experience for their merchandise.

All that a manufacturing company, say a furniture 
manufacturer, needs to do is supply its production files that 
were created as part of its manufacturing process, along with 
information regarding textures, colors and other variables 
related to the product. Colormass then uses computer vision 
algorithms to convert these images into lifelike, but fabricated, 
3D files, which can be altered with different textures and 
colors available for the product, and subsequently embedded 
in different virtual scenes.
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For such a small country, it is surprisingly diverse in terms of 
people. Colorfully dressed hill tribes populate the higher 

elevations, while in the Lowland River valleys, coconut palms 
sway over the Buddhist monasteries of the ethnic Lao. Whether 
you are riding through the countryside on a rickety old bus or 
leisurely sailing down the Mekong, it is hard not to be won over 
by this utterly fascinating country and its people.

Vientiane: An unusually delicate, temple-strewn capital on the 
banks of the Mekong, Vientiane goes totally against the grain of 
Asian capitals, being a slow-paced, relaxing spot where you can 
hang around for more than just the tourist attractions. Home to 
hordes of ornate wats (temples) and littered with tuktuks and 
bigger jumbos, tourists spend days in Vientiane drifting out to 
the incredible out of town Buddha Park, or exploring the national 
symbol of Laos, the golden-spiked Pha That Luang.

Luang Namtha: The provincial capital of Luang Namtha is 
the largest city in northwest Laos. It is a destination popular 
with backpackers, many of whom stop here while hiking from 
China to Laos. It is a good place to start treks into the hills to 
visit ethnic hill tribes. Renting a mountain bike or motorcycle 
is a good way to travel to nearby villages and waterfalls. After 
a day’s ride, visitors can relax with an herbal sauna. Night 
markets offer an opportunity to sample a wide variety of local 
foods cheaply.

Phonsavan: The name Phonsavan means ‘hills of paradise’. 
Phonsavan is a good place to experience the U.S.’s Old West, 
only with Laotian characteristics. Since cattle raising is one of 
the city’s main businesses, it is not uncommon to see Hmong 
‘cowboys’ wearing violet and brown cowboy hats. The city even 
hosts bullfights during Hmong New Year. 

Nong Kiau: Sometimes called Nong Khiaw, Nong Kiau is a 
popular tourist destination in Luang Prabang Province because of 
its many walking, mountain climbing and biking opportunities. 
A must-see site is the bridge across the Nam Ou River that 
connects the two parts of Nong Kiau, and is a good place to see 
stunning views of the river and mountains. 

Si Phan Don: A beautiful set of islands, Si Phan Don is set 
against a scenic section of the Mekong River in Southern Laos. 
The Mekong is impassable to river traffic here due to the Khone 
Falls, a series of rapids that stretch 9.7 km of the river’s length. 

The Mekong below the falls has a small population of the highly 
endangered Irrawaddy Dolphins. The three principal islands that 
cater to tourists are Don Det, Don Khon and Done Kong. 

Tham Kong Lo: Also known as Kong Lo Cave, Tham Kong Lo is 
a limestone cave in Phu Hin Bun National Park. Located on the 
Phu Hin Bun River, the cave has been described as a geological 

wonder of Southeast Asia. The karst cave is more than 6.5 km 
long and up to 91 meters high. It contains an emerald-colored 
pool that locals believe is sacred, saying it reflects the skin color 
of Indra, a Hindu god. A boat ride through the cave is a not-to-
be-missed adventure. 

Bokeo Nature Reserve: The Bokeo 
Nature Reserve was created to 
protect its population of the black-
cheeked gibbon, rediscovered in 
1997, which was previously thought 
to be extinct. A visit to Bokeo 
Nature Reserve is not complete 
without a stay at the Gibbon 
Experience, an eco-tourism conservation project. Guests stay in 
tree houses and travel by zip line through the forests in search of 
the Black Gibbon. Besides the elusive black gibbon, visitors to the 
reserve may also see elephants, bears, tigers and wild buffalo. 

LAOS Ornate temples, 
river adventures and 

laid-back charm

Often overlooked in favor of its better-known neighbors, Laos remains one of Southeast Asia’s most 
enticing places. Once caught in the middle of the two Indochina wars, the landlocked country retains 
a slow, rather old-fashioned charm. Laos’ lifeline is the Mekong River, which runs the length of the 

country, at times bisecting it and at others serving as a boundary with Thailand.

The most popular place to visit in Laos, Luang 
Prabang is an historic city that once served as 
the capital of the Kingdom of Laos. Located at 
the confluence of the Mekong and Nam Khan 
rivers, the city has numerous Buddhist temples 
and monasteries, with monks walking through 
the city collecting alms in the morning. There 
are several waterfalls nearby, some of which 
offer elephant rides to visitors. A night market 
at the end of the town’s main street is a good 
place to buy souvenirs. Adventuresome eaters 
might want to try fried Mekong River moss, 
which is a local delicacy.

   Luang Prabang
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For more than 30 years in advanced 
economies, particularly the United 

States, wealth and income inequality 
have increased, real (inflation-adjusted) 
wages have risen slowly, and retirees 
have faced declining interest rates 
on savings. This has occurred while 
corporate profits and stock prices have 
risen sharply. Now, research I have 
conducted shows that these changes 
were primarily caused by the rise in 
modern information technology (IT).

IT has impacted the economy 
in myriad ways; the computer, the 
Internet, and mobile technology have 
transformed media, online retailing, the 
pharmaceutical industry, and countless 
other consumer-related services. IT has 
improved life enormously.

But, by enabling the rise of monopoly 
power, and by facilitating barriers to 
entry, the growth of IT has also had 
major negative economic, social, and 
political side effects, including the 
proliferation of ‘fake news’.

For starters, the very structure of 
the IT sector allows for the formation 
of monopoly power. IT has improved the 
processing, storage, and transmission 
of data, and IT innovators are the sole 
owners of major information channels 
that they actively work to prevent 
competitors from using.  

IT firms could defend their 
monopoly power through patents or 
by copyrighting intellectual property. 
But these routes require making trade 
secrets public. So, for strategic reasons, 
many firms forego legal protections, and 
consolidate a dominant market position 
by issuing ongoing software updates 
that, by default, serve as barriers that 
are difficult for competitors to breach. 
When potential new technologies 
emerge, bigger firms often acquire 
their challengers, either to develop the 
competing technologies on their own, or 
to suppress them.

Once an innovative firm establishes 
platform dominance, size becomes 
an advantage. Because the cost of 

processing and storing information has 
declined in recent years, a firm with a 
size advantage has smaller operating 
costs, and profits rise rapidly as the 
number of users multiplies (Google 
and Facebook are good examples). 
These cost and economies-of-scale 
advantages are almost impossible for 
competitors to overcome.

In addition, because these firms 
derive their power from information, 
their positions are enhanced by their 
ability to use their customers’ private 
information as a strategic asset. Indeed, 
many IT platforms are not producers 
in the traditional sense; they are public 
utilities that enable coordination and 
information-sharing among users in 
diverse fields. In short, IT enables the 
creation of barriers to market entry, 
and then encourages leading firms 
to become further entrenched. With 
the pace of IT innovation increasing, 
monopoly power is also rising.

In a recent paper measuring the 
economic effects of monopoly power, 
I approximated normal levels above 
which profits or stock values are 
not purely chance events, but rather 
reflective of monopoly power. With 
these levels, I measured the monopoly 
component of total stock values — 
what I call “monopoly wealth” — and of 
monopoly profits or rent. I then sought 
to determine how monopoly wealth and 
rent have evolved.

The figure above shows monopoly 
wealth as a percentage of total stock-
market value between 1985 and 

2015. As the data show, there was no 
monopoly wealth in the 1980s. But as 
the IT industry developed, monopoly 
wealth rose dramatically; it reached 82 
percent of total stock-market value — 
equivalent to some $23.8 trillion — in 
December 2015. This is the extra wealth 
gained by rising monopoly power, and it 
is continuing to grow.

To put in perspective the percentage 
of monopoly wealth, consider the 
related sharp rise in corporate leverage. 
In 1960, the percentage of all real 
corporate assets financed by debt was 
less than 20 percent. By 2015, that 
share had risen to about 80 percent, 
meaning that most capital held by 
public corporations today is owned 
and traded by bondholders. In other 
words, investors have agreed to finance 
corporate debt by using monopoly 
wealth as collateral, and most trading 
in the stock market can therefore be 
thought of as traded ownership of 
monopoly wealth.

As the following table shows, nine of 
the ten firms with the largest monopoly 
wealth in December 2015 are IT-related, 
focusing on mobile communications, 
social media, online retailing, and drugs. 
Similarly, most monopoly wealth among 
the top 100 firms, is being created by 
companies transformed by IT.

Income created by firms with 
monopoly power is divided into three 
types: labor income, normal interest 
income paid to capital, and monopoly 
profits. The data show that in the 1970s 
and early 1980s, monopoly profits were 

negligible. But since 1984, the share of 
monopoly profits has risen steadily; 
it reached 23 percent of total income 
produced by American corporations 
in 2015. This means that during the 
three decades before 2015, monopoly 
power caused the combined shares of 
wages and normal interest on capital to 
decline by 23 percent.

Rising productivity and capital 
accumulation increases wages and 
capital income, but monopoly power 
reduces these income shares. This 
partly explains why, during the 1985-
2015 period, wages exhibited sluggish 
growth and retirees faced declining 
interest rates on their savings.

Why, then, has rising monopoly 
power in the IT sector caused income 
and wealth to concentrate in fewer 
hands, leading to an increase in personal 
income and wealth inequality?

One part of the answer is that rising 
monopoly power increased corporate 
profits and sharply boosted stock prices, 
which produced gains that were enjoyed 
by a small population of stockholders 
and corporate management. But, given 

that many IT entrepreneurs were young 
at the start of their careers, with limited 
ownership of stocks, a more refined 
explanation is needed.

Since the 1980s, IT innovations 
have largely been software-based, 
giving young innovators an advantage. 
Additionally, ‘proof of concept’ studies 
are typically inexpensive for software 
innovations (except in pharmaceuticals); 

with modest capital, IT innovators 
can test ideas without surrendering 
a major share of their stock. As a 
result, successful IT innovations have 
concentrated wealth in fewer, and often 
younger, hands.

This was not true in the twentieth 
century, when major innovations in 
leading sectors such as automobiles 
required large investments of risk 
capital. With more investors needed, 
the wealth created was distributed more 
broadly.

The negative side effects of IT are not 
well understood, and public discussion 
of how to regulate the sector is urgently 
needed. Three considerations are 
critical. First, because most technology-
based monopoly power does not violate 
existing antitrust laws, regulating IT 
will require new measures to weaken 
monopolies. New concepts of the public 
interest are also needed for regulating 
new public information channels such as 
social networks. Second, standard views 
of business income and wealth taxation 
will need to be adapted to account for IT 
firms’ monopoly power. And, third, laws 

intended to protect private information 
should be reevaluated to ensure that 
IT companies are unable to profit from 
exploiting and manipulating it.

Above all, the public must develop 
a deeper understanding of the 
economic effects of IT, particularly how 
technologies that have improved the 
lives of so many are enriching the lives 
of so few.
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