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Human rights keystone of Kuwait’s development, prosperity  

A draft bill submitted to the 
National Assembly by five 

parliamentarians, calls for slashing 
the number of expatriates over the 
next five years.

According to media sources, if 
approved the law would reportedly 
see the setting up of Higher National 
Committee, to be headed by the

Continued on Page 5

Draft law to cut expat numbers
submitted to Parliament

As part of Kuwait’s continued 
affirmation and commitment to 

human rights on both the national 
and international levels, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs held a symposium 
last week on Kuwait’s support for 
human rights in all its forms.

The symposium, which was 
organized at the Saud Nasser Al-Sabha 

Kuwait Diplomatic Institute, underlined 
Kuwait’s genuine desire to forge 
ahead towards the propagation and 
promotion of human rights as linchpin 
for the prosperity and development of 
societies. The event which was held on 
the occasion of adopting law no.21/2015 
on the rights of children, saw the 

attendance of a host of dignitaries and 
diplomats led by the Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah. 
Other speakers and attendees at 
the symposium included the Deputy 
of the International Committee for 
Child Rights at the United Nations, 
Amal Al-Dosari; Head of the National 
Society for Child Protection, Dr Siham 

Al-Fraih; Head of the Child Protection 
Department at the Ministry of 
Health, Dr. Mona Al-Khawari and the 
Undersecretary of the Appeals Court, 
Consultant Dr. Adel Al-Failakawi. 

The Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs began the symposium 
by pointing out that the Kuwaiti 

constitution enshrined the rights 
of children in its articles 9 and 10, 
which the law 21/2015 later specified. 
“Kuwait has ratified many conventions 
on child rights, out of which the most 
significant one is the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and its two 
protocols, which became part of the 
national law,” he said.  

Clarifying that law 21/2015 includes 
97 articles that provide complete 
protection to children in all aspects, 
including health, social education, 
cultural and legal, in addition to the 
disabled, Al-Jarallah added, “The 
constitution and other laws secure 
the protection of children to assure 
a suitable environment for their 
upbringing.” He went on to note that 
the purpose behind the symposium 
was to draw social awareness to 
the law and to underscore the 
achievements made by Kuwait in 
this field through local laws and 
international conventions.

The fact that the symposium was 
held at the Kuwait Diplomatic Institute 
was significant in that it highlighted 
the keenness of Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to leverage its diplomats and 
diplomatic missions abroad to project 
the true picture of the situation of 
human rights in Kuwait 

Continued on Page 10



2
25 - 31 December, 2016         The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.com

In conflict zones, it is children 
who often bear the brunt of the 

violence. Last month, repeated air 
strikes on a school compound in Idlib, 
Syria, killed at least 22 children; and 
children in the previously besieged 
Syrian city of Aleppo have, for 
months, had no way to escape near-
constant bombardments. 

Just a few weeks before that 
report, a bomb was detonated 
outside a school in Southern Thailand, 
just as parents were dropping off 
their children. The blast instantly 
killed a father and his four-year-old 
daughter, and injured ten others. 
Brad Adams of Human Rights Watch 
described the bombing as an act of 
“incomprehensible brutality”: “Calling 
this a war crime does not fully convey 
the harm done to the victims, or the 
far-reaching impact such attacks have 
on children in the region.”

And just weeks before the Thailand 
bombing, on August 13, air strikes on 
a school in Yemen’s northwestern 
Saada region killed ten children and 
injured about 30 more.

Given these recent examples, 
there is clearly a need to prevent 
attacks — by state and armed non-
state actors alike — on educational 
institutions and facilities. That is 
why Education Above All (EAA) has 
established its advocacy program, 
Protect Education in Insecurity and 
Conflict (PEIC).

The rationale underpinning PEIC is 
straightforward: education provides 
critical opportunities for children and 

young people, and this is especially 
true for those living in conflict zones. 
Schools and universities give students 
a vital link to normality, while 
encouraging them to maintain hope 
and pursue their aspirations. They 
not only train the next generation 
of doctors, journalists, lawyers, 
and community leaders; they also 
furnish children with mentors, food, 
water, and knowledge about basic 
health and sanitation. And yet, as the 
attacks on schools in countries such 
as Syria, Yemen, and Sudan show, 
what are supposed to be safe havens 
often are under direct threat.

If children can still attend school 
during conflicts, they will be the green 
shoots that emerge to re-rebuild their 
war-torn societies when the fighting 
is over. To protect students’ basic 
human right to education, universities 
and schools in conflict zones should 
be shielded in the same way that 

health-care facilities are. Indeed, like 
hospitals, schools concentrate one of 
the most vulnerable populations in 
any society. 

Attacks on children and 
schools often draw international 
condemnation, but words alone are 
clearly not an effective deterrent. 
Thus, PEIC’s mission is to use the 
enforcement mechanisms available 
under international law to strengthen 
our collective political will to prevent 
attacks on educational facilities. EAA 
wants to ensure that education is 
recognized as being fundamental to 
human development — and thus is 
accorded the fullest protection.

We should be creating a world 
where everyone who wishes to learn, 
teach, or conduct academic research 
can do so in peace and with dignity. 
But this shared ambition requires 
shared action, because it will take 
collaboration, cooperation, and 

mutual trust to develop the new 
international arrangements needed 
to protect educational institutions 
in conflicts. Toward that end, and 
in partnership with the Global 
Coalition to Protect Education from 
Attack, PEIC has taken a leading 
role in promoting the Safe Schools 
Declaration, which includes a promise 
to protect “schools and universities 
from military use during armed 
conflict.” This clause is essential 
for safeguarding schoolchildren, 
teachers, and facilities during times 
of war. We hope that, in time, the 
Declaration in its entirety will become 
a universally recognized international 
standard.

In September, Albania became the 
56th country to sign the Declaration, 
and the Albanian government has 
now publicly committed to protecting 
education during periods of armed 
conflict. In making this pledge, 

Albania has joined countries such as 
Iraq, where there is a pressing need 
to safeguard children’s futures, as 
well as Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Italy, 
Kenya, Nigeria, New Zealand, Norway, 
Qatar, and South Sudan.

EAA is committed to preventing 
schools from becoming battlegrounds, 
and it is calling on all countries that 
have not yet signed the Declaration 
to do so. Signing the Declaration 
amounts to a political commitment 
to protect education, even during the 
most savage conflicts — which is to 
say that it is a commitment to protect 
the world’s children. 

It is in every country’s interest 
to guarantee that today’s students 
will have the opportunity to serve 
as tomorrow’s leaders. As the world 
watches schools being destroyed in 
Syria, Yemen, and other conflict zones 
the Safe Schools Declaration is more 
important than ever.

Peter Klanduch 
and Maleiha Malik   
Peter Klanduch is Senior Program 
Manager, Protect Education in Insecurity 
and Conflict, Doha. Maleiha Malik is 
Executive Director of Protect Education in 
Insecurity and Conflict, Doha.

Protecting education in conflict zones 
EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT
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Across the globe, nearly 50 million 
children have been uprooted, 

more than half of them by conflicts 
not of their making, and millions 
more migrating in the hope of finding 
a better, safer life. 

Children represent a 
disproportionate and growing 
proportion of those who have sought 
refuge outside their countries of 
birth: they make up about a third of 
the global population but about half 
of all refugees. In 2015 around 45 
percent of all child refugees under 
UNHCR’s protection came from Syria 
and Afghanistan.

Over 28 million children have been 
driven from their homes by violence 
and conflict within and across 
borders, including 10 million child 
refugees; 1 million asylum-seekers 
whose refugee status has not yet 
been determined; and an estimated 17 
million children displaced within their 
own countries.

More and more children are 
crossing borders on their own. In 

2015, over 100,000 unaccompanied 
minors applied for asylum in 78 
countries – triple the number in 
2014. Unaccompanied children are 
among those at the highest risk of 
exploitation and abuse, including by 
smugglers and traffickers.

About 20 million other 
international child migrants have left 
their homes for a variety of reasons 
including extreme poverty or gang 
violence. Many are at particular risk 
of abuse and detention because they 
have no documentation or they have 
uncertain legal status. There is no 
systematic tracking and monitoring 
of their well-being and children easily 
fall through the cracks.

Over half of the world’s refugees 
are children. Many will spend their 
entire childhoods away from home, 
sometimes separated from their 
families. They may have witnessed or 
experienced violent acts and, in exile, 
are at risk of abuse, neglect, violence, 
exploitation, trafficking or military 
recruitment.

Children caught up in chaos
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AFRICA

The roundtable, co-launched by 
Ambassador Mervat El Tallawy, Director 

General of the Arab Women Organization, and 
Leila Mokaddem, Resident Representative of 
AfDB in Egypt, stressed on the importance of 
economically empowering women and enabling 
them to play a bigger role in the development of 
their communities and countries.

During the opening speech, El Tallawy 
expressed pleasure with the AWO's cooperation 
with the African Development Bank, given the 
critical need to economically empower women 
of Africa. She stressed that the roundtable is part 
of a larger program supporting entrepreneurship 
amongst women, which impacts the national 
economy at the macro level, as well as the family 

and individual livelihoods at the micro level. El 
Tallawy also assured that this roundtable will be 
the beginning of future events that will further 
strengthen the organization's work in the field 
of entrepreneurship.

In her opening remarks, Mokaddem pointed 
out that gender-based inequalities continue to 
persist despite efforts made. She said: "Women 
represent almost half of the population of the 
African continent. However, African women 
do not have many chances for empowerment 
as compared to their male counterparts. 
The lack of African women's empowerment 
represents a lost opportunity for all African 
States, particularly in fields that create new 
jobs, boost economic growth and improve 
standards of living." Commenting on the role 
of the AfDB in promoting women in business, 
Mokaddem said; "AfDB spares no effort to 
support and empower women economically 
via initiatives and programs financed by the 
Bank in African countries, including Egypt 
and North Africa. One of the most successful 
initiatives the Bank financed in Egypt was the 
'Rural Income and Economic Enhancement' 
project in collaboration with the Social Fund for 
Development. The objective of the project was 
to improve the standard of living and raising 
income levels of Egyptian families, both women 

and men, in the rural settings by supporting 
agribusiness initiatives."

The sixth Arab Women Organization 
conference, chaired and sponsored by the First 
Lady of Iraq, focused on the role of business women 
in Arab States and the need to work together to 
transform challenges into opportunities. The 
conference called on associations to promote 
businesswomen and entrepreneurs while at the 
same time advocating for policy reforms at the 
national and regional levels towards women's 
economic empowerment.

In her concluding remarks, Mokaddem 
said, "Women in our region encounter many 
challenges, including financial as well as social 
challenges related to cultural norms and societal 
pressures. Gender equality is an important 
foundation for a free market economy and 
represents a key step towards inclusive and 
sustainable development. Women's economic 
empowerment will have ripple effects on 
improving productivity, increasing economic 
growth, creating employment and improving 
the distribution of wealth and social justice."

AfDB showcases opportunities for women's economic empowerment
The African Development Bank (AfDB), through its Egypt Country Office, co-organized a roundtable discussion with the Arab Women 
Organization on the "The Role of Businesswomen in Achieving Women's Economic Empowerment", during the sixth Arab Women 

Organization (AWO) conference in Cairo on December 13 and 14.

Ethiopia last week inaugurated the US$1.57 
billion Gibe III hydro plant located 450km 

southwest of the capital Addis Ababa on the 
River Omo. With 10 turbines, each with a capacity 
of 187MW, the Gibe III will increase Ethiopia’s 
total electricity output to 4,238 megawatts.

With a capacity of 1,870MW, Gibe III is the 
third plant on the Gibe-Omo hydroelectric 
cascade. The others are Gibe I and Gibe II, which 
are already operating. The government plans to 
build Gibe IV and V further downstream.

Construction of Gibe III, which began in 
July 2006, was financed by the Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) providing a 
loan that covered 60 percent of the construction 
cost and the Ethiopian government footing the 
remaining 40 percent. The dam was constructed 
by Italian firm Salini Impregilo and Dong Fang 
of China. Electricity from the eco-friendly hydro 
plant will be transmitted through a 400 kilovolt 

line stretching up to the outskirt of Addis Ababa 
- Kaliti power plant and is expected to boost 
regional power interconnection.

Last year, Ethiopia commissioned the first 
phase of electricity generation at the Gibe III 
plant from three turbines with an output of 
561MW. Estimates indicate that the nation has 
45, 000 MW of exploitable hydro-power energy 
source. Inaugurating the dam, the tallest in the 
world, Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam 
Dessalegn indicated apart from feeding the 
growing energy need of the country, it would 
also boost hard currency earnings by exporting 
energy to neighboring countries.

The prime minister also noted that the dam 
project is eco-friendly and allows downstream 
regulated flow all the year round. In addition, 
inhabitants would benefit from fishery and 
the accompanying infrastructural facilities 
undertaken in the area.

Customs officials in Nigeria have 
confiscated 2.5 tonnes of ‘plastic rice’ 

smuggled into the country by unscrupulous 
businessmen. A total of 102 sacks, each 
containing 25kg, was seized in the raid.

Speaking about the seizure, the customs 
chief in Lagos, Haruna Mamudu, said the fake 
rice was intended to be sold in markets during 
the festive season. Rice is the most popular 
staple food in Nigeria. It is not clear where 
the seized sacks of rice came from but rice 
made from plastic pellets was found in China 
last year. The fake rice looks, feels and weighs 
the same as real rice, and except for a faint 
chemical odor, it is quite indistinguishable 
from the real stuff. However, when cooked, it 
turns into sticky goo that is clearly uneatable.

Customs officials have sent a sample to 
the laboratories to determine exactly what 
the ‘rice’ is made of. They are also warning the 
public not to consume the mystery foodstuff 

as it could be dangerous.
Fake food scandals are thankfully rare in 

Nigeria when you compare it to countries such 
as China, noted the official. Investigations 
are under way to establish how much of the 
contraband has already been sold.

The customs official called on "economic 
saboteurs who see yuletide season as a peak 
period for their nefarious acts to desist from 
such illegal" business activity that harms the 
health of citizens.

Plastic rice seized in Nigeria

Ethiopia launches massive hydro-power plant
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The Ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
Kuwait H.E. Almas Abdramanov 

hosted a reception on Monday, 19 
December at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
to commemorate the 25th Anniversary 
of his country’s National Day. Assistant 
Foreign Minister for Follow-up and 
Coordination Affairs Ambassador 

Nasser Al-Sabeeh attended the 
gathering as a special guest, and was 
joined by members of the diplomatic 
corps, Kuwaiti officials and media 
attended the function. 

In his speech to the attendees, 
Kazakhstan Ambassador Abdramanov 
stated, “For 25 years of independence, 

our country has been showing 
progressive growth to become a 
member of the world community. One 
of the most important directions of 
policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
is to build friendly cooperation with 
the Arab world include the State of 
Kuwait.” He discussed the positive and 

cordial relations between Kazakhstan 
and Kuwait, saying that they have 
many common perspectives in the 
trade economic region. Mentioning 
the opening of Embassies in Al Kuwait 
and Astana, he said, “We hope 
that we will use our new common 
opportunities together.”

Kazakhstan embassy marks country’s 25th National Day

The cast, choir and crew of ‘Scrooge’, the 
Secondary Production performed recently at 

the British School of Kuwait (BSK) the stage show 
based on the novella ‘A Christmas Carol’ written by 
the British author, Charles Dickens in 1843.   

‘Scrooge’ tells the story of a bitter old 
money lender named Ebenezer Scrooge and his 
transformation into a gentler, kindlier man after 
visitations by the ghost of his former business 
partner Jacob Marley and the Ghosts of Christmas 

Past, Present and Yet to Come.Strong performances 
were in abundance, with students growing into their 
characters and bringing the play to life. The simple 
yet striking set depicting life in Victorian London, 
the elaborate costumes and dramatic make-up, 
added to the atmosphere of the beautiful story. 

Scrooge was an overwhelming success and all 
students involved grew visibly in confidence and 
experience during rehearsals and particularly during 
the three performances. 

BSK’s stages production of Scrooge

Continued from Page 1

interior ministry, to oversee the country’s 
demographic structure so as to arrive at a balance 
between expatriates and Kuwaiti citizens. Currently, 
the 1.3 million Kuwaiti nationals make up only 30 
percent of the total population of 4.4 million with 
expatriates accounting for 3.1 million or nearly 70 
percent of the total.

The legislation if approved will stipulate that 
the size of any single foreign community should not 
exceed 30 percent of total foreigners in Kuwait. At 
present, Asian and Arab expatriates form the bulk 
of foreigners in the country, with Asians accounting 
for 55 percent and Arabs making up 39 percent of 
the foreign population. The rest of the expatriates, 
including those from Africa, Europe and Americas, 

together make up only 6 percent of the number of 
expatriates in Kuwait. However, the draft law proposes 
that domestic helpers, contract workers and children 
of Kuwaiti women married to non-Kuwaitis should be 
exempt from this demographic culling process.

A similar draft law had previously been submitted 
before parliament in its earlier legislative term, but it 
never came up for debate by the interior committee 
because of perceived difficulties in implementing it.

Earlier in the month, many parliamentarians had 
voiced strong opposition to the government’s reform 
plans that aim to close the widening budget deficit 
through fuel subsidy cuts and utility price hikes. The 
lawmakers are particular incensed at government 
moves to cut wages and streamline jobs in the public 
sector, which employs more than 90 percent of the 
national workforce. 

Draft law to cut expat numbers
submitted to Parliament
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For a complete list of featured restaurants, visit 
http://www.timeskuwait.com/News_Dining In Kuwait

D n ng
IN KUWAIT

Every week, our 'Dining in Kuwait’ section features selected 
restaurants in the country that provide sumptuous cuisines from 
around the world. Want to feature your restaurant in our ‘Dining 

in Kuwait’ section and reach out to our wide reader base? 
Email us at editor@timeskuwait.com with a brief about your 

restaurant along with images in high resolution.

INN & Go Kuwait Plaza Hotel will be at the center of Kuwait‘s New Year 
celebrations this year as the hotel is offering a luxurious room package, 

festive menus among other exciting promotions. On New Year’s Eve, the place 
will be lit as it hosts a stunning Countdown Party.

Festive Celebrations packages
Dine and celebrate with style for New Year’s Eve for only KD20 per person 

including open seafood buffet, welcome drinks, live entertainment and festive 
décor to dine and celebrate your stay for only KD70. The package includes a 
New Year’s Eve gala dinner, deluxe room for 2 persons, breakfast and lunch at 
Al Dallah, early check in and late checkout. 

Celebrate New Year at 
INN & Go Kuwait Plaza Hotel

Watch the New Year unfold 
at Zafran amidst a live band 

performance and award winning food.  
Zafran invites families and friends to 
enjoy its wide range of deliciously crafted 
north-west Indian classics all made 
from fresh, high quality ingredients and 
seasoned with home-ground spices.

Located at Light Complex, 
Mahboula and led by a team of highly 
skilled and experienced chefs, the 
New Year’s Eve menu is diverse for 
those in love with the tastes of Indian 
cuisine. Whether guests choose to 
dine in the relaxed indoor ambience 
of the restaurant or opt to revel in 
the festivity at its stunning terrace, 
Zafran will certainly set the mood for 

a definitive New Year's celebration. 
Countdown to New Year 2017 while 
enjoying scrumptious offerings from 
Tandoori kebabs and wholesome 
curries to regional favorites such as 
Laal Maas and Rogan Josh, fragrant 
biryanis and signature dishes like Aloo 
Tikki and Butter Chicken, enjoy an 
array of savory delights with heart-
warming ambience and service at 
exceptional value.

The evening will commence at 7:00 
pm. To make a reservation please call: 
22285203

Located in the Light complex 
in Mahboula, Zafran has fantastic 
external seating with ample parking 
and easy access.

Celebrate New Year’s Eve 
at Zafran with a live band 
performance and award-winning food

Chocolate — it is a word 
as sure to bring a smile to 
many a ‘sweet-loving’ face 
as it is likely to strike fear in 
the hearts of many a ‘sweet-
making’ cook at home.
 But cooks looking to make delectable 
chocolate desserts do not have to feel 
intimidated, all they have to do is be 
armed with the right ingredients and 
be aware of the intricacies of working 
with the ‘dark stuff’.

Novice chocolate cooks can 
start slow and build their skillset 
by baking a simple chocolate cake 

or chocolate cookie that use a few 
simple ingredients and are pretty 
much foolproof to bake.  

Remember, you do not need 
expensive gadgets or hard-to-
source exotic ingredients to make an 
incredible chocolate dessert. Often 
the best cakes and desserts are 
made with simple, easily available 
ingredients.

Here are a few simple techniques 
and a couple of recipes for chocolate 
desserts that are bound to impress 
family and friends this holiday season.

Chocolate to choose: The best 
chocolate to use is not necessarily the 
most expensive. But remember, some 
chocolate is made for eating and 
some made for cooking. Chocolate 
made for eating sometimes has less 
fat so it becomes thick when melted. 
Look for chocolate with cocoa butter 
(compound chocolate replaces cocoa 
butter with vegetable fats). However, 
any good-quality chocolate will give 
great results.

Smooth operator: The microwave 
is the best way to melt chocolate; 
it's so much easier and allows for 
no problems with the chocolate 
absorbing moisture.  Use a plastic 
container and melt your chocolate - 
either finely chopped chocolate from 
a block, or chocolate buttons - on 
high in 30-second increments, stirring 
really well in between. The other 
method, using a double boiler on the 
stove, is more traditional. Ensure the 
bowl fits snugly on the saucepan, so 
no steam escapes and water doesn't 
come into contact with the chocolate, 
which will cause it to seize and 
become lumpy and granular.

Temper trap: Don't be intimidated 
by tempering, the process is used 
to ensure the finished chocolate 
products are shiny and that prevents 
any cloudy blotches from appearing. 
Be careful to only temper chocolate 
that contains cocoa butter, and only 
then if you plan on using it on its 
own as a decoration or for dipping. 
Your dessert making can benefit 
from you utilizing the 50/50 method, 
which is simply using the melting 
method already described until the 
chocolate is half liquid, half solid, 
and then stirring vigorously until it 
is all melted. Then, the chocolate is 
tempered. Untempered chocolate 
used as an ingredient in a recipe also 
works perfectly fine.

Big dipper: Using a special dipping 
fork is the easiest way to ensure a 

professional finish to your chocolate 
product, but a normal fork and a 
skewer to balance can be used at 
home to equally good effect. Simply 
submerge in the melted chocolate, 
lift and drain until only a thin layer 
of choc remains. This will prove it 
is wonderful to eat. Tap to remove 
excess, wipe the base and place on a 
baking paper lined tray to set.

Magic mousse: This is one of the first 
chocolate desserts people tend to 
make, and it is a great dish to do to 
build chocolate skills. It's important 
to have a really intense chocolate 
flavor but the mousse itself has to be 
really aerated and light. The simplest 

mousse can be made by pouring 
boiling cream over melted chocolate 
and whisking to make a ganache. Fold 
through whipped cream and you have 
a mousse that is simple and quick. 
Then you can go onto something more 
complex, adding whipped egg whites 
to create a different texture and flavor.

Finishing touch: When making 
chocolate decorations, if you use 
baking paper because it is porous it 
will have a matt finish. If you want a 
shiny finish, use plastic wrap.

Gloss and glam: Ready to glaze a 
cheesecake or choc mousse cake? 
Remember to always glaze a frozen 
cake which will ensure the glaze sets 
cleanly. The gelatine in the glaze 
provides the shine.

dessert creation tips
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Bangladesh Embassy in 
Kuwait observed the 45th 

Anniversary of the Victory Day of 
the people's Republic of Bangladesh 
at the Chancery. To mark this 
auspicious day the Ambassador 
of Bangladesh to Kuwait H.E. S.M. 
Abul Kalam, hoisted the National 
Flag ceremoniously in the presence 
of Embassy officials, officials of the 
Bangladesh Military Contingent, 

Bangladesh Biman, members of 
the community in Kuwait including 

freedom fighter of Bangladesh 
and media representatives. A 

documentary film was shown during 
the program.

The highlight of the discussion 
was participation of leaders and 
members of the Bangladesh 
community and various socio-
cultural organizations, who 
highlighted the significance of the 
day. They also touched upon the 
history of struggle for the self-
emancipation of the people. 

The Bangladeshi Ambassador 
in his concluding speech paid 
deepest homage and rich tributes 
to the Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muibur 
Rahman, three million martyrs, 
two hundred thousand women, 
and all the freedom fighters for 
their extraordinary contributions 
and great sacrifices during the 
Liberation War in 1971.

LOCAL

Bangladesh Embassy marks 45th Anniversary of Victory Day

Volkswagen Kuwait is now offering 
customers exclusive aerodynamic 

packages by Oettinger Sportsystems GmbH 
to enhance the already, powerful and dynamic 
characteristics of the Golf GTI. 

The aerodynamic packages, available through 
Volkswagen Accessories, enhance the sporty 
characteristics of the model while emphasising 
the dynamic transitions between front and rear 
with side skirting. Andrew Savvas, Brand Director 
Volkswagen Middle East, said, “The Golf GTI is 
one of our best-selling models in this region – 
it’s an absolute powerhouse. Our customers 

can now accentuate the GTI model’s sports 
car styling with motorsport inspired, exclusive 
aerodynamic packages to emphasise the already 
powerful designs of our most iconic model.”

Oettinger, from Germany is a traditional 
tuning company and for more than 70 years, has 
specialised in enhancing Volkswagen models. 
The all-new exclusive aerodynamic packages 
are developed from high quality RIM and tested 
in wind tunnels under extreme conditions to 
ensure that the ultimate customer will enjoy 
an enhanced driving and styling with their 
Volkswagen sports car. 

Striking Oettinger aerodynamic 
packages for Volkswagen Golf GTI

Cambridge International Examinations 
recognizes exceptional performance of 

learners around the world by acknowledging 
the success of high achievers in the 
International General Certificate of Secondary 
Education (IGCSE) examinations.    

The Principal, VP, Supervisor, staff and the 
management of Jabriya Indian School are 
delighted to congratulate Hadi Mohammad 
Mahmoud Tobi who scored a commendable 
199 out of 200 in IGCSE Mathematics. 

This is the highest score in Mathematics 
in the entire Kuwait. Another noteworthy 
achievement was earned by Sayed Mujtaba 

Haider, who bagged the highest learner award 
with the highest score in Islamiyat English. 
Both the subject examinations were held in 
May-June 2016. 

The individual subject teachers were 
congratulated and appreciated by the 
Principal for their teaching contributions 
and guiding the students towards their 
outstanding success awards in the IGCSE 
Examinations.

Besides these Outstanding Award winners, 
a good number of Jabriya Indian School 
students received an encouraging distinction 
grades A (51) and A (52) in IGCSE subjects.

Jabriya Indian School students receive
Cambridge Outstanding Awards
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US-Cuba relations thaw with first 
visit by US President in 90 Years
21 March: US President Barack 
Obama becomes first sitting US 
president to visit Havana since the 
1959 Cuban Revolution, which led to 
over five decades of hostilities and 
sanctions between the US and Cuba. 
Speaking during the visit, President 
Obama admitted that "what we did 
for 50 years did not serve our interests 
or the interests of the Cuban people." 
In August 2015, the two countries had 
opened their respective embassies in 
Washington and Havana

Panama Papers reveal hidden 
wealth of rich and famous

03 April: International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) 
publishes the first stories along 
with 150 documents detailing the 
operations of the Panama-based law 

firm Mossack Fonseca. Journalists 
from 107 media organizations in 80 
countries were involved in analyzing 
the over 11.5 million documents that 
disclosed the financial and attorney–
client information of 214,488 offshore 
entities handled by Mossack Fonseca. 
Among the highlights from the leaked 
documents were the widespread use 
by the rich, famous and politically 
connected of shell corporations for 
fraud and tax evasion. 

The ‘Greatest’ is no more

03 June: American professional boxer 
and activist, born Cassius Marcellus 
Clay in 1942, who later changed his 

It was a year of achievements: of ground-breaking discoveries in space, science, medicine and 
technology; of shattering records in individual athletic events and new benchmarks in sports 
and games. It was the year when politics rose to its heights and also sunk to its nadir; it was the 
year when peace prevailed and longstanding conflicts were resolved, it was also the year when 
simmering discontent boiled over into violence. The year gone by saw many stalwarts in music, 
entertainment and literary fields fade away, while a raft of young and energetic artistes moved 
in. It was the year of the Olympics, of presidential elections, of new beginnings and sad endings. 

If nothing else, it was a year as disparate as any other. 

The year in retrospect

Iran nuclear deal sees 
sanctions dismantled

17 January: After more than a 
decade of sanctions for allegedly 
not complying with its international 
nuclear obligations, the United 
States, European Union and the 
United Nations agree to lift nuclear-
related economic sanctions on 
Iran and release around US$100 
billion of its assets. This came 
in the wake of the report by 

international inspectors that Iran 
had followed through on promises 
to dismantle large sections of its 
nuclear program and reduce its 
stockpiles of fissile materials and 
centrifuges. As part of the deal to 
ease sanctions, Iran also agreed to 
provide the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) access to all 
nuclear facilities so as to monitor 
and verify the country’s compliance 
with the agreement.

01 June: The Gotthard Base Tunnel 
(GBT), a railway base tunnel 
through the Alps in Switzerland 
begins initial operations. With 
full operations commencing on 
December 11, the full route length 
of 57.09 km makes GBT the world's 
longest and deepest traffic tunnel 
and the first flat, low-level route 
through the Alps. The base tunnel 
bypasses most of the Gotthard 
Railway, a winding mountain route 
opened in 1882 across the Saint-

Gotthard Massif, and establishes a 
direct route usable by high-speed 
rail and heavy freight trains. In 
true Swiss fashion, the $12 billion 
project, which was 20 years in the 
making, saw completion ahead 
of schedule. Meanwhile, another 
engineering marvel opened for 
traffic in Central America. On June 
26, Panama expanded its century-
old canal linking the Pacific and 
Atlantic Oceans making it passable 
for large container ships. 

15 July: A coup d'état attempt 
in Turkey by a faction within the 
Turkish Armed Forces is thwarted 
by forces loyal to the state. 
The coup organizers cited an 
alleged erosion of secularism, the 
elimination of democratic rule, a 
disregard for human rights, and 
Turkey's loss of credibility in the 
international arena as reasons 
for the coup. The government 
accused the coup leaders of being 

linked to the Gülen movement, 
led by Fethullah Gülen, a Turkish 
businessman and influential cleric 
who lives in Pennsylvania, United 
States. Since the coup, the Gulen 
movement, which is designated 
a terrorist organization by the 
Republic of Turkey, has seen its 
members working in the media, 
academics, law enforcement and 
in public life being arrested by the 
authorities.  

name to Muhammad Ali, dies at his 
home in Arizona. Arguably one of 
the most significant and celebrated 
sports figures of the 20th century, 
Ali was known as an inspiring, 
controversial, and polarizing figure 
both inside and outside the ring. 
At age 22 in 1964, he won the WBA, 

WBC and lineal heavyweight titles 
from Sonny Liston in an upset. He 
set an example of racial pride for 
African Americans and resistance to 
white domination during the 1960s 
Civil Rights Movement. In 1966, two 
years after winning the heavyweight 
title, Ali further antagonized the 
white establishment in the US by 
refusing to be conscripted into 
the military, citing his religious 
beliefs and opposition to American 
involvement in the Vietnam War. 
Ali's actions as a conscientious 

objector to the war made him an 
icon for the larger counterculture 
generation. After retiring from 
boxing in 1981, Ali devoted his life to 
religious and charitable work. In 1984, 
Ali was diagnosed with Parkinson's 
syndrome, which his doctors 
attributed to boxing-related brain 
injuries. 

United Kingdom votes 
to leave the EU

23 June: The United Kingdom European 
Union membership referendum, also 
known as Brexit referendum, takes 
place in the United Kingdom (UK) and 
Gibraltar to measure public support 
for the country either remaining a 
member of, or leaving, the European 
Union (EU). The referendum results in 
51.9 percent of voters favoring leaving 
the European Union. The protracted 
process of leaving the EU is expected 
to take several years, and the UK 
government has announced that it 
intends to start the formal process of 

invoking Article 50 of the Treaty on EU 
by March 2017, which would put the 
country on course to complete the 
withdrawal process by March 2019. 

Juno probe enters orbit 
around Jupiter

5 July: Exactly a month short of five 
years since its launch on August 2011, 
NASA’s space probe Juno covers a 
distance of 2.8 billion kilometer to 
enter into orbit around the planet 
Jupiter. The probe is expected to 
conduct a 20-month scientific 

investigation of the planet, during 
which it will measure Jupiter's 
composition, gravity field, magnetic 
field, and polar magnetosphere. 
It will also search for clues about 
how the planet formed, including 
whether it has a rocky core, the 
amount of water present within the 
deep atmosphere, mass distribution, 
and its deep winds, which can reach 
speeds of 618 kilometers per hour. 
Following the completion of its 
mission, Juno will be intentionally 
deorbited into Jupiter's atmosphere.

Solar-powered aircraft 
circumnavigates the Earth 
26 July: More than 16 months after 
it took off from Abu Dhabi on 9 
March, 2015, Solar Impulse 2, the first 
solar-powered fixed wing aircraft, 
successfully circumnavigates the 
Earth and lands back in Abu Dhabi. 
During its nearly 42,000 kilometer 

multi-stage trip, the Solar Impulse 
was piloted alternatively by Swiss 
engineer and businessman André 
Borschberg and Swiss psychiatrist 
and aeronaut Bertrand Piccard. 
In July 2015, after completing the 
longest leg of its journey, from Japan 

  Coup d’état in Turkey

World’s longest traffic 
tunnel opens and a canal
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29 September: Global CO2 
levels exceed 400 ppm at the 
time of year normally associated 
with minimum levels. Despite its 
relatively small concentration in 
the Earth’s atmosphere, CO2 is a 
potent greenhouse gas and plays a 
vital role in regulating our planet’s 
surface temperature. The global 
annual mean concentration of CO2 
in the atmosphere has increased 
by more than 40 percent since the 

start of the Industrial Revolution, 
from 280 ppm, the level it had 
for the last 10,000 years leading 
up to the mid-18th century, to 
399 ppm as of 2015. The present 
concentration is the highest in 
at least the past 800,000 years 
and likely the highest in the past 
20 million years. The increase has 
been caused by anthropogenic 
sources, particularly the burning of 
fossil fuels and deforestation.

5 August: The 2016 Summer 
Olympics opens to great fanfare 
in Rio de Janeiro’s 74,738-seat 
Maracanã Stadium in Brazil. 
Officially known as the Games of 
the XXXI Olympiad, the Rio 2016 
sees more than 11,000 athletes 
from 205 National Olympic 
Committees participate in multi-
sport events. The event, which drew 
to a conclusion on 21 August, was 
marked by controversies, including 

the instability of the country's 
federal government; health and 
safety concerns surrounding the 
Zika virus and significant pollution 
in the Guanabara Bay; and a 
doping scandal that targeted the 
Russian team and prevented the 
participation of its athletes in the 
Games. The United States led the 
medal tally with a total haul of 121 
medals, followed by China with 70 
and Great Britain with 67.

  Global CO2 levels

Rio 2016 Summer

to Hawaii, the aircraft's batteries 
sustained thermal damage that took 
months to repair. Solar Impulse 2 
resumed the circumnavigation only in 
April 2016, when it flew to California, 
then across the US to New York and 
then over the Atlantic to Spain. After 
a short stopover in Egypt, the Solar 
Impulse finally landed in Abu Dhabi 

Paris Agreement gathers threshold 
to enter into force
5 October: The threshold of 55 
Parties to the Convention accounting 
in total for at least an estimated 
55 percent of the total global 
greenhouse gas emissions depositing 
their instruments of ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession 
is achieved with the ratification by 
the European Union. This crossing 
of the 55/55 number leads to the 
Agreement’s entry into force a 
month later on 4 November and the  
first session of the Conference of the 
Parties serving as the Meeting of the 
Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA 

1) taking place in Marrakech, Morocco 
from 15-18 November. Meanwhile, 
an epic El Niño in the tropical 
Pacific Ocean helped set global-
temperature records in the first five 
months of the year. This put 2016 on 
track to become the third straight 
warmest year in a row.

Fidel Castro passes away

25 November: Global 
revolutionary icon, communist 
leader and politician Fidel 
Alejandro Castro Ruz, Prime 
Minister of Republic of 
Cuba from 1959 to 1976 and 
then President from 1976 
to 2008, passes away at his 
home in Havana. Under his 
administration, which came 
to power following the Cuban 
Revolution in 1959, Cuba 
became a one-party socialist 
state; industry and business 
were nationalized, and state 
socialist reforms implemented 
throughout society. His anti-
imperialist moves antagonized 
Cuba’s big and powerful 
neighbor the United States, 
which would go on to oppose 
Castro's government, and 
unsuccessfully attempt to 
remove him by assassination, 
economic blockade, and 
counter-revolution. Countering 
these threats, Castro formed an 
alliance with the Soviet Union 
and allowed the Soviets to place 
nuclear weapons in Cuba in 
1962. This sparked off the Cuban 
Missile Crisis, which until it was 
diffused 13 days later, threatened 
to ignite a nuclear confrontation 
between the two super powers 
during the Cold War.

The year gone by was not without 
its share of cowardly attacks 

that claimed the lives and limbs 
of hundreds of innocent people 
around the world. The deranged 
deviants who go by various names 
in different parts of the world had 
only one thing in common, to cause 
as much mayhem by killing and 
maiming unarmed people. Whether 
the innocent bystanders were out 
strolling in the streets, enjoying a 
music concert, praying in a church 
or in a mosque, the infidels had only 

one wish, to destroy. But they failed 
and failed miserably. 

The resilience of people 
everywhere and their determination 
not to allow a bunch of brain-dead 
morons to dictate how they should 
lead their lives came through 
strongly  after each dastardly 
attack. A tolerant society where 
people live together in peace and 
harmony is the most fitting reply 
to deviants everywhere; it is a 
reverberating response that says 
their evil will never triumph.

Trump weaves his way 
to White House

8 November: Donald John Trump 
is set to be the 45th President of 
the United States. In what has been 
described as a seismic upheaval, the 
president-elect stunned pollsters 
and pundits by decisively winning an 
election marked by a populist and 
polarizing campaign. The triumph 
of Trump, 70, a braggart real-estate 

developer with no government 
experience and a penchant for saying 
the wrong things at the wrong time, 
was a powerful rejection of the 
established media, business and 
government forces that had allied 
against him. The president-elect’s 
victory was  a decisive demonstration 
of power by the largely silent, vastly 
ignored,  mostly blue-collar white and 
working-class voters who felt that 
the promise of the United States had 
slipped their grasp following decades 
of globalization, multiculturalism 
and political correctness.

Nobel Prizes: 
Greatest benefit to Mankind
10 December: In 1895, Alfred 
Nobel signed his last will and 
testament, giving the largest 
share of his fortune to a series 
of prizes in Physics, Chemistry, 
Physiology or Medicine, 
Literature and Peace - the 
Nobel Prizes. In 1968, Sveriges 
Riksbank (Sweden's central 
bank) established The Sveriges 
Riksbank Prize in Economic 
Sciences in Memory of Alfred 
Nobel. Since 1901, the Nobel 
Prizes have been presented to 
the Laureates at ceremonies. 
The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded 
in Oslo, Norway and the Nobel 
Prizes in Physics, Chemistry, 
Physiology or Medicine and 
Literature and the Prize in 
Economic Sciences are awarded 
in Stockholm, Sweden.
Eleven persons were awarded 
Nobel Prizes in 2016. 
David J. Thouless, F. Duncan M. 
Haldane and J. Michael Kosterlitz 
– Physics
Jean-Pierre Sauvage, Sir J. Fraser 
Stoddart and Bernard L. Feringa 
– Chemistry
Yoshinori Ohsumi – Physiology or 
Medicine
Bob Dylan – Literature
Juan Manuel Santos – Peace
Oliver Hart and Bengt 
Holmström – Economic Sciences 
(Sveriges Riksbank Prize in 
Memory of Alfred Nobel) 

Gravitational Waves Are Real

11 February: When it comes to 
scientific discoveries it does not get 
much bigger than a fundamental 
discovery about the nature of reality, 
which is exactly what physicists at the 
Laser Interferometer Gravitational 
Wave Observatory (LIGO) served up 
this year, when they confirmed the 
existence of gravitational waves, not 
once, but twice. It turns out that 
spacetime is not a rigid box. Rather, 
it is a rippling ocean, alive with 
subatomic waves generated when 
black holes, neutron stars, and other 
incredibly massive objects collide. 
Called gravitational waves, these 
spacetime ripples were first ‘heard’ 
by LIGO’s detectors last September, 

although the discovery was not 
announced until February. Then on 
15 June, LIGO physicists detected 
gravitational waves again, and now, 
they are on the hunt for even more.

India demonetizes 
Rs500 and Rs1000 currency notes
8 November: In an unexpected 
nation-wide live televised address 
at 20:15 Indian Standard Time (IST) 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced that banknotes of Inr 
500 and Rs1000, which accounted 
for 86 percent of currency in 
circulation, would no longer be legal 
tender beginning at midnight. The 
issuance of new Rs500 and Rs2,000 
banknotes in exchange for the old 
banknotes was also announced. 

The government claimed that the 
demonetization was an effort to 
stop counterfeiting allegedly used for 
funding terrorism, as well as to crack-
down on corruption and black money 
in the country. However, in the days 

   Scumbags 0 : Rest of the world 100

following the demonetization, 
banks and ATMs across the country 
faced severe cash shortages, 
causing hardship to ordinary people, 
small businesses, agriculture and 
transportation. 
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The Alumni Association of India’s 
Premium Institutions, IITs & IIMs, 

organized its spectacular annual open 
quiz program Q8OQ~2016 for the 
third year running on 17 December at 
the auditorium of the Gulf University 
of Science and Technology (GUST). 

Though in its third year, IIT-IIM Alumni 
Association’s quiz has become very 
popular among the quiz enthusiasts 
and general public alike.

The quiz was conducted by the 

very renowned quizmaster Giri 
Balasubramanium from India, 
popularly known across the world 
as ‘Pickbrain’. Pickbrain holds 
seven Limca records for quizzing 
achievements and has hosted 
more than 1250 shows across 65 
destinations of India. He has also 
hosted quiz shows in USA, Sri Lanka, 
Singapore and the Middle East Region.

The Association President, Peeyush 
Jain welcomed the dignitaries, 
quizmaster, and the enthusiastic quiz 
fraternity and thanked all for making 
this event a grand success. The Indian 
Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Dr. Sunil 
Jain in his inaugural speech recalled 
his nostalgic moments with his alma 
mater of IIT-Delhi and reaffirmed 
the grueling hours spent at these 

prestigious IITs prepares students 
to perform and excel in their chosen 
field. 

The six teams that qualified for the 
finals of QOQ16 were The Passouts, 
Wasta from British School of Kuwait, 
Blowing in the Wind, Hillarious 
Democrazies, FAIPS and This is what 
we came for. The QOQ16 winning 
team was Hillarious Democrazies 

with team members Noufal B., Amar 
S. and Mayukh. The First Runner-
up Team was Blowing in the Wind 
with team members Debanjan B., 
Dwaipayan and Plessey M. and the 
second Runner-up Team was The 
Passouts comprising of Akshit T., 
Shannon S. and Pradeep K. T. All the 
teams received a handful of gifts and 
hampers.

 IIT-IIM Association’s Annual Open Quiz 2016 a resounding success

Continued from Page 1

and the country’s commitment to protecting and 
preserving this universal right. Elaborating on this, the 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs made it clear that the 
ministry seeks to develop the capacities of its diplomats 
through intensive training courses, in order to propagate 
and promote the principles of human rights and raise 
awareness of Kuwait’s commitment to these endeavors.

In this regard, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
published a number of books pertaining to human 
rights in Kuwait, which covers the most important 
legal and constitutional basis relevant to these rights 
in the country. The book also draws focus on all the 
actions taken by Kuwait with regard to human rights, 
and indicates the role of each governmental entity 
concerned with these rights. 

The books published by the foreign ministry, in 
cooperation with other ministries, governmental 
institutions and other entities, form part of a 
development project titled, ‘The Promotion of the Role 
and the Efforts of the State of Kuwait in the field of 
Human Rights’. Among the monographs published are 
one on, ‘Human Rights in State of Kuwait – Fundamentals 
and Basis’ and another on ‘Rights of the Child in the 
State of Kuwait 2015’. These two books serve as a basic 
reference for everything that is relevant to human rights 
and children’s rights in the State of Kuwait.

The book on human rights reads: “Human rights are 
by their very nature values and entitlements guaranteed 
and secured by all codes, laws and international 
conventions, in accordance with domestic and 
international frameworks. 

When we state that that they are entitlements, this 
means that they are inherent and linked to man’s life. 
Thus they are mandatory for states; even their progress 
and development are contingent on the availability of 
such rights and their protection for everyone residing on 
their territories. Linking such rights to divine codes and 
laws serves to buttress them, render them axiomatic, 

and limit the chances of undermining them, violating 
them or compromising them.” In this context, it is 
worth noting that Kuwait is signatory to and party to 
numerous human rights and international humanitarian 
law conventions. The country had put its signature to 
two significant international human rights documents, 
the Geneva Convention of 1949, and the Convention for 
the Suppression of the Trafficking in Persons and of the 
Exploitation or the Prostitution of Others in 1959, even 
before Kuwait gained its independence in 1961. These 
signatures were later ratified and codified into law in 
1967 and 1968 respectively.

Kuwait has also made into law in 1968, the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination, which it signed in 1966. In 1994, 
the country enacted the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women, which it signed in 1979; and in 1996 issued a 
law on the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Penalty, which 
was signed in 1984. Kuwait is also a signatory to and 
has enshrined in law the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in 1991 and the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities in 2013.

Since joining the International Labor organization in 
1960, Kuwait has also ratified 19 conventions relevant 
to the basic rights of workers, most important among 
which are the prohibition of forced labor, discrimination 
in treatment in professional employment, prohibition of 
the employment of children below the age of work, and 
the elimination of the worst forms of their exploitation. 

Kuwait’s commitment to human rights is not only 
enshrined in its constitution and enacted through its 
laws, it is also highly relevant that in the opening page 
of the book on human rights, His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah states: 
“Commitment to the Principles of human rights, as the 
linchpin of a free and dignified life, with the rights and 
freedoms they encompass, will provide stability for our 
homelands and equanimity for our peoples.”

Human rights keystone of Kuwait’s development, prosperity 

With the aim to nurture a love 
for robotics from a young age, 

the Kidobotikz program invites school 
students to experiment, learn and 
explore the various field of robotics 
and find their own interest. As with 
successive Kidobotikz offerings, kids will 
work together in small teams and take 
full advantage of the uniquely designed 
Kidobotikz’s high-tech robotics 

development stations. Open a new 
world of knowledge, enjoyment and 
standard of education with the kits as 
students complete the different levels, 
developing various skills along the way.

The intent of Kidobotikz  is to inspire 
kids to take on challenges confidently 
and show an understanding of 
engineering as they gain from hands-on 
experience. 

KIDOBOTIKZ offers 
challenging courses for children

LOCAL
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Tajikistan would like to inform 

you that a new electronic system of visa 
processing and issuance for foreign nationals 
and stateless persons will be introduced in 
diplomatic missions and consular offices of 
the Republic of Tajikistan overseas and the 
Main Consular Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan 
on 1 January 2017. 

The new system’s objective is to simplify 
the Tajik visa processing procedures and it 
is another step in introduction of electronic 
public services. Now foreign nationals 
and stateless persons need to submit the 
necessary documents to obtain a Tajik visa in 
the diplomatic missions and consulates of the 
Republic of Tajikistan overseas and to extend 
their visas in the Main Consular Department 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Tajikistan at www.visa.gov.tj. 

Depending on the results of pre-assessment 
consular officers may invite applicants via 
email for necessary processing procedures.

It should be outlined that a Tajik visa to be 
issued in the country’s airports upon arrival 
will also be processed via the website of www.
visa.gov.tj. As a result of pre-assessment, the 
system sends visa confirmation to applicants, 
which needs to be presented before departure 
and in consular offices in airports as a 
supporting document to obtain a Tajik visa 
With a view to preventing misunderstanding, 
we would like to inform you that the new 
electronic system for Tajik visa processing is 
not associated with the Tajik e-Visa System. 
The Tajik e-Visa is processed at www.evisa.tj. 
It is a single entry visa issued for the period of 
90 days, but its holder can stay in Tajikistan 
not more than 45 days starting from the 
arrival date. E-Visa is not subject to extension 
except force-majeure situations

Tajikistan to introduce 
electronic visa processing

The inclusion of female security 
personnel in the National 

Assembly Guard is considered 
as another victory for women 
empowerment in Kuwait.

After reaching several key 
positions within the public and 
private domains, the ambition to be 
included in the state's security and 
armed forces took years to achieve.

With their determination and 
willingness to protect Kuwait, 
women finally attained their 
position alongside men in service 
of the country. Speaking to local 
media, a number of female and male 
security personnel expressed their 
satisfaction with the current status 
quo, affirming that they were eager 
for more gains in the future.

Assistant Secretary for the 
National Assembly Guard General 
Khaled Al-Waqeet commended the 
performance of the female unit, 
saying that the work they have carried 
out so far was tremendous despite 
numerous pressures.

"There are five female personnel 
currently on duty at the National 
Assembly," said the General, revealing 
that 14 female cadets were being 
trained to join the current force.

The National Assembly is one of the 
most important sites in the country 
which required a huge amount of effort 
to secure, said General Al-Waqeet, 
adding that female security officers 
carried out the same duties to inspect 
visitors, protect officials, and fend 
off any harm that might be inflicted 

on parliament. The parliamentary 
guards will cooperate with Kuwait 
National Guard (KNG), the Interior and 
Defense Ministries to further develop 

the security staff at the National 
Assembly, said Al-Waqeet.

On her part, Officer Entisar Al-Sahli 
said that the process of becoming a 

guard involved six months of training.
"At first, our male colleagues 

felt a bit apprehensive, but with 
time, they began to accept us as 
their peers," said Al-Sahli, affirming 
that she gained a lot of experience 
operating as a parliamentary guard. 
Sharing a common goal and purpose 
really breaks down social and gender 
barriers, the officers agreed, saying 
that both male and female personnel 
were now working side by side and 
shoulder to shoulder to serve Kuwait.

The male security personnel said 
they were glad to be working with 
their female colleagues, affirming 
that the men and women of the 
National Assembly Guard will stand 
as one in face of all dangers and 
adversaries.  

National Assembly's female security force
is a victory for women empowerment

Hundreds sign condolence book
for slain Russian diplomat

The Russian embassy in Kuwait 
City opened a condolence 

book to honor the memory of 
slain Russian Ambassador to 
Turkey Andrei Karlov. Members 
of the diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti 
officials and Russian nationals 
paid tribute and expressed their 
condolences to the respected 
diplomat.  The Russian President 
Vladimir Putin awarded the 
Russian ambassador the title of 
the Hero of Russian Federation 
for his many contributions to 
Russia's foreign policy. 

The Public Authority for Manpower is 
planning to establish a database of labor 

force in public and private sectors, reports a 
local daily quoting informed sources.

They revealed that the authority has 
already commenced executing its directives 
towards this objective through the 
formation of a special committee.

The sources indicated that the database 

will include complete information of the 
labor force such as names of employees, 
civil ID numbers, job designations, 
registered salaries on work permits and 
their entry/exit information to and from 
the country.

They added that the database will be 
under the supervision of the database 
management team of the authority.

Public Authority for Manpower to 
establish a labor force database

LOCAL
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ICSK Amman inaugurates 
the play room library

A mini Library for the Pre-primary section of The Indian Community 
School (ICSK) – Amman was facilitated as a part of renovation of the 

play room. Principal Rajesh Nair. C formally inaugurated the Library on 13 
December and encouraged the children to read and fire their imagination 
through the beautiful world of books. Indian Youth Society (IYS) - Kuwait presents ‘Dhoom 

Machale’-season 4, an event for enthusiastic participants 
to show off their dancing talent in a group or solo and be 
judged for their skill. The last date for registration is 6 January. 

IYS announces ‘Dhoom Machale’ season 4

The Indian Community School Kuwait (ICSK) 
- Khaitan Branch celebrated their Arts 

Fest Khoj 2016 with a spectacular prize giving 
ceremony on 26 November. Pushpinder Kanwal, 
the Deputy Secretary of Beas Cultural Society 
Kuwait was the Special Guest of Honour. Many 

acclaimed persons including Vinukumar Nair, the 
Honorary Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of ICSK along with other administrators, guests 
from Beas Cultural Society, parents and students 
graced the occasion.

The event saw a classical music recital paying 

homage to the late Balamurali Krishna, the 
renowned vocalist and composer of India. 

A total of 3926 students participated in 
the Arts Fest 2016 and 467 awards were given 
out in four categories.  The Chief Guest Mr. 
T. Premkumar conferred ‘Kalathilakam’ and 

‘Kalaprathibha’ titles for each category. The 
evening clearly belonged to the children, who 
enthralled the audience with their breathtaking 
performances that encompassed Solo dance, 
Hindi recitation, English speech, Folk dance, 
Cinematic dance and Mime.

ICSK Khaitan honors talents at Arts Fest

His Highness the Amir's 
patronization of the ceremony 
marking conclusion of the 
festivities for designating the 
State of Kuwait as the Capital of 
Islamic Culture affirms the higher 
leadership's ardent advocacy 
of culture and its role for the 
community's progress, Sheikh 
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, the Minister 
of State for Youth Affairs,said.

His Highness the Amir earlier this 
week patronized the culminating 
festivity, capping a string of activities, 
workshops, artistic and poetic 
events for celebrating the country's 
designation.

Elaborating, Minister Sheikh 
Salman Sabah Al-Salem said, 
"Selecting Kuwait as the Capital of 
Islamic Culture 2016 was tantamount 
to international recognition of the 
significant Kuwaiti cultural message; 
such a message goes deep into history 
and crosses borders enlightening 
nations and communities.”

“The Kuwaiti culture, nowadays, is 
in its golden age due to the unlimited 
support from the supreme Kuwaiti 

leadership,” he said, lauding year-long 
creative and serious activities under 
chairmanship of His Highness the 
Premier. He expressed satisfaction 
for hosting cultural ministers from 
other countries in the Amir-sponsored 
closing event, adding that the activities 
affirmed the Kuwaiti Arab and 
Islamic cultural identity as well as its 
interaction with nations of divergent 
civilizations and cultures.

Such a visionary approach at this 
level had been affirmed by His Highness 
the Amir at the United Nations in 2008 
during the civilizations and religions' 
summit.

Participation of a large number 
of personalities and delegations 

from the other nations in the 
closing festival boosted values of 
compassion, brotherhood, openness 
and co-existence among nations, as 
well as bolstered the approach to 
renounce extremism and terrorism, he 
continued.

More than 800 activities had been 
held during the year-long celebrations, 
he said, singling out as a distinguished 
achievement inauguration of Sheikh 
Jabar Al-Ahmad Cultural Center.

He also mentioned the honoring of 
Al-Azhar Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Al-Tayeb 
by His Highness the Amir and ISESCO's 
honoring of the General Supervisor 
Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiyah Sheikha 
Hessa Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

Cultural capital closing ceremony affirms Kuwait's cultural message
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CRIME

General Department of Public Relations 
and Media Security at the Ministry of 

Interior (MoI) urges Kuwaitis and expatriates to 
review the expiry date of passports held by their 
domestic workers to avoid exposing them to 
legal procedures and fines.

The department has observed lately a spike in 
the rate of residency law violations and General 
Department of Investigations, while dealing with 
relevant cases, discovered that most violations 
happened because sponsors forgot the period of 
residency renewal for their workers—especially 
when sponsors traveled abroad and their 
workers waited for their return, and the cases 
led to accumulation of fines that prevented the 
violators from traveling.

The expatriate residency law number 17/1959 
and Article 15 of expatriate residency law number 
640/1987 have been activated since 1 January, 
2016. The aforementioned laws stipulate that 
expatriates should not be granted residence visa 
beyond expiration of their passports.

Therefore, sponsors are expected to check 
the expiry date of passports and residence visas 
of their workers.

Immoral acts topped 
the list of e-crimes

Incitement to practice immoral acts topped the list of e-crimes 
in the country as per the statistics issued by the e-crimes 

department.  This is followed by the violation of security laws, 
piracy, hacking and inciting hatred, reports a local daily.  The statistic 
added crimes of spreading hoax reports, selling rare animals and 
violating the intellectual property (patents or copyrights) laws 
came in fourth place.

Filipinas selling pork in Mahboula

Personnel from Criminal Evidences Department have 
arrested four Filipinas for possessing 35 kilos of pork. During 

interrogation they admitted to trading in the meat and said they 
planned to sell it during the New Year celebration. The arrest 
came following a tip-off from a police agent that the Filipinas 
were selling pork in Mahboula. They have been referred to the 
concerned authorities. Police are looking for the US citizen.

Raid in Hassawi finds spoiled groceries

Street Hawkers Team affiliated to General Sanitation and 
Road Works Department at the Farwaniya Branch of Kuwait 

Municipality conducted an extensive inspection campaign to 
remove make-shift markets in Al-Hassawi (Souq Sekka) and 
confiscated three truckloads of fruits and vegetables unfit for 
human consumption after issuing 22 citations for various violations. 
Director General of General Sanitation and Road Works Engineer 
Saad Al-Khureinej affirmed success of the campaign carried out 
in coordination with the Ministry of Interior, supported by 25 
cleaning workers from the Municipality that led to confiscation 
of three truckloads of spoilt fruits and vegetables plus issuance of 
16 citations against street hawkers with six violations against ice 
cream vendors. He noted the campaign will continue to eliminate 
the negative phenomenon that paints the governorate ugly.

23,663 confiscated liquor bottles destroyed

With instructions from the Director General of Investigations 
Major General Fahad Al-Dosari, the committee formed 

destroyed a quantity of liquor in the presence of high ranking officials.
Major General Dosari stated 23,663 bottles of alcohol were 
destroyed in two days, indicating the team destroyed 9,091 bottles 
of the contraband on Tuesday and 14,572 bottles on Wednesday. He 
commended efforts of the 15-member team that spent two months 
enumerating large quantities of liquor and opening parcels seized 
from suspects in different governorates.

Traffic crackdown results 
in citations for traffic offenses

In a recent campaign covering Hawalli, Farwaniya and Capital 
governorates, officers from the General Traffic Department 

issued 1,464 citations for various traffic violations. The operation 
conducted upon directives from the Undersecretary of Interior 
Ministry Lieutenant General Sulaiman Al-Fahad resulted in the 
issuance of 1028 citations against motorists driving without seat 
belts and 436 citations for using mobile phones while driving. In a 
statement, General Traffic Department confirmed the campaign 
will continue over an indeterminate period throughout the six 
governorates to restore sanity on the roads, indicating violators will 
be reprimanded in line with traffic rules and regulations.

MoI urges sponsors to check expiry dates of their domestics’ passports

Winter Festival, KidZania’s 
most thrilling and 

anticipated program of the 
season, is back with more exciting 
activities to give children an 
exceptional winter experience 
about the winter environment, in 
a festive and fun setting. 

In partnership with Burger 
King and Crocs, KidZania’s Winter 
Festival kicked off on 15 December, 
2016 and will continue until 4 
February, 2017.

This year, ‘Winter from around 
the World’, KidZania’s spectacular 
theater show, is set to take 
children on a fun winter adventure 
to experience winters across 
different parts of the world. From 
traditional clothing to folkloric 

performances and natural winter 
phenomenon, kids will get a real-
life insight of what winters around 

the world feels like. 
With its sub-zero temperatures, 

the Ice House welcomes children 

to see artistically-crafted winter 
sculptures that will introduce 
them to the most famous 
landmarks from around the world.

At the heart of KidZania; 
the city’s Central Plaza, the Ice 
King and Queen will once again 
perform live mime shows and 
street performances, and unfold 
magical winter tales. To maximize 
their winter fun, children can also 
request their very own ‘FroZen 
Pass’ to enjoy exclusive fun 
features. 

Winter Festival is an annual 
program that takes place at 
KidZania during the winter season 
and is aimed at educating children 
about the northern cold climates 
and the animals that live there. 

KidZania’s Winter Festival is back with more ice that’s twice as nice
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Easy ways 
to fake thicker

eyebrows
Fuller arches mean a more youthful-
looking you, but not everyone is lucky 
enough to be blessed with a thick pair of 
brows. Fortunately, it is super easy to fake 
thick brows, thanks to the right application 
and products. Here are some easy ways to 
create amazing brows:
Find a pencil that flatters 
your brow color:  No 
matter your hair color, a 
taupe, gray pencil is like 
a magic wand for your 
brows. Why? Because it is 
universally flattering, which 
means it complements any 
brow hair color. Choose a 
product that also contains 
conditioning ingredients, 
like saw palmetto, biotin, and panthenol.  Another 
effect of a good product is one whose formula glides 
on and adheres to your skin flawlessly, creating the 
look of natural hairs.

Pick up a powder:  Powder is pretty versatile 
because you can use it to fill in your brows with a 

thin, angled brush included in brow kits that is 
perfect for a precision application.

Alternatively, you can add dimension to your 
brows using a brow powder duo palette, which 
features lighter and deeper shades that help you 
create perfect angular thick brows. 

Another reason to choose brow powders is 
because they are easier than pencil to buff away, 
make use of the spoolie brush included in a kit in 
case you accidentally fill in your brows too much. 

Groom and tint your brows at the same time: If 
you want to brush your brows into place and add 
a hint of tint simultaneously, make sure you pick a 
product for that very purpose. Read the reviews for 
brow kits and find one that gives a woman the best 
eyebrow arches with a feathered look and leaves 
behind a slight tint that won’t be too dark. You have 
to search for the product for your specific needs. 

Use the right tools: You want gorgeous, wildly 
bushy brows, but you will also want to keep them 
somewhat groomed. To make sure your arches stay 
in tip-top shape at all times, pick up a sharp tweezer, 
with an angled tip for precision plucking, to ensure 
that you only grab the hairs that fall outside your 
desired shape. If you are not sure what shape best 
suits your face, make an appointment at any salon 
to get the perfect brows right then. Afterwards, you 
can take notes, and work on maintaining the shape 
of your brows that suit your face. 

Conceal bald patches with a brow crayon: 
Whether you need to camouflage sparse spots or 
fake the look of fuller brows, a brow crayon product 
has you covered. You can get extra use from this 
product by doubling it as an eyebrow pencil to get 
the perfect taupe or darker brown shadow that you 
can blend out using the tip of your finger. 

Tint your brows temporarily: For women with 
patchy brows that they are constantly filling in, a 
brow tinted tattoo marker will be your new best 
friend. This type of brow product has a marker with 
a pointed tip to make it easier to draw on crisp hair-
like strokes — it tints your skin for several days, 
keeping you from having to reapply it daily. 

It’s time you met potter’s clay, 
the latest it-color to take over 

fashion. The must-have shade 
combines brick red and rust with 
a hint of copper and some burnt-
orange goodness thrown in to 
give you a vibe between bold and 
relaxed. Get in on the trend with 
these style tips.

Outerwear: Cooler 
temperatures call for longline 
coats and trusty toppers, but 
instead of hitting up your tried 
and true shades of gray and 
camel, opt for the stylish-yet-
safe hue of potter’s clay that 
is well worth the investment. 
If you’d prefer to go classic, it 
doesn’t get any better than 
a duster-length wool coat, 
a statement outerwear that 
is guaranteed to turn heads, 
thrown over any outfit you own. 
Or how about a bomber jacket 
which is great for those sporty 
types into athleisure fashion.  

Complete outfits: When it 
comes to cold weather, you 
immediately think about 
layering potential. Layer your 
way to street style perfection 
by opting for separates that are 
just shy of in-your-face orange 
or head-turning red. There is 
no question that boho-inspired 
blouses instantly lend a touch of 
sophistication to whatever look 
you’re wearing, especially when it 

is in a less expected color. Pair a 
trendy blouse with a trend-right 
patent leather in the same color 
to upgrade your outfit to It-girl 
status. 
Dresses: Sometimes a girl needs 
to make an entrance, and a 
knockout dress that sidesteps 
the traditional LBD is the best 
way to do it. Consider a trendy 
sweater dress your go-to option 
for cool wintry nights. A little 
texture does wonders for your 
style statement, so pair a ribbed 
knit dress with your favorite pair 
of black boots to scream chic 
fashion. 
Footwear: Splurging on a pair 
or two of irresistible potter’s 
clay colored kicks is an absolute 
must. This color on velvet 
booties is absolutely perfect, 
right down to the sizzling 
burnt-orange color. Choose 
mod-inspired boots in ultra-
luxe velvet that will bring an 
insta-chic appeal to a closet 
full of embroidered dresses and 
decked-out denim. Alternatively, 
your second best choice is slip-
on mules that add to any look. 

Accessories: Accessories have 
always been the most efficient 
way to take a look from zero to 
street-style bait in no time flat. 
This season, consider soft gloves, 
minimalist crossbodies and 
statement scarves among some 
of your most trusted wardrobe 
workhorses.

You can look unbelievably 
cute with a fabulous fringed 
infinity scarf as there is nothing 
like some trusty knits to keep 
you dependably warm ‘n’ toasty 
all winter long. If you are talk 
about a fun way to incorporate 
the color into your look. Nab 
a pair of trendy tassel earrings 
to add some warmth to your 
beauty game.

Thinking outside the box 
with your beauty regimen 

means your makeup just got a 
whole lot more versatile. There 
are so many other uses for your 
makeup products than just what 
is written on the box. Though, 
it is always best to err on the 
side of caution, and research 
your products to make sure 
they are safe to use on multiple 
areas of your face. After that, 
the possibilities are endless and 
could even save you time and 
money when in a pinch. Here are 
some tips.

Mascara as eyeliner: Think of 
your mascara as an all-over-
eyes secret weapon. Before you 
use it to thicken and curl your 
lashes, use it like liquid liner to 
create a graphic lined eye. With 
the tip of an angled eyeliner 
brush, gently grab some 
product from the wand of your 
mascara, and then lightly run 
the brush along the back of your 
hand. This ensures the product 
is blended into the brush so 

that you can apply a clean, 
clump-free line. 

Eyeliner as shadow: Only have 
a pencil on hand? After you 
line your eyes, you can create a 
glamorous smokey eye. Pro tip: 
You don’t have to have black on 
hand. Any eyeliner hue will do to 
create a smokey eye shadow. First, 
draw the liner on the outside 
corners of your eyes, going slightly 
into the crease of your lids and 
into your upper lash line — when 
you are done, it should look really 
graphic. To blend, gently tap your 
finger to smudge the product 
onto your lids and into your 
crease. The liner should get lighter 
the more you blend. So, to create 
a more legit smokey eye look, 
blend more into the center of your 
lids to create that gradient.

Eye shadow as brow color: Say 
you have your base face on and 

but only have your eyeshadow 
palette around. Don’t just stop 
at a done-up lid. Give yourself an 
extra kick for that special outing 
by using your shadow as brow 
color. Sweep the shadow into 
your eyebrows with an angled 
brush (or even a cotton swab) 
for a little extra drama. Fuller 
eyebrows can totally change your 
look, not to mention make you 
feel a little more put together.

Lipstick as blush: Blush can put 
the life into a tired or makeup-
less face in seconds. What do you 
do if you don’t have any? Simply 
grab your lipstick, lip liner or 
even tainted lip balm and apply 
directly to the apples of your 
cheeks. The trick here is to blend 
and you only need your finger to 
do this. Tap and make tiny little 
circular motions going up and 
away from the center of your 
face to blend flawlessly.

Makeup   hacks
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Over the next year, we are going to start 
seeing devices with Bluetooth connections 

that are faster and work over much longer 
ranges than what can currently be achieved.

That should all happen thanks to the 
changes in Bluetooth 5, a new standard that 
launched last week. Companies are now able to 
begin building and certifying devices that work 
with Bluetooth 5, the first round of which are 
expected to begin rolling out in the next two to 
six months and could include major products by 
the end of the year.

The details of Bluetooth 5 largely have not 
changed since they were first announced earlier 
this year. When in its common low-energy 
format, Bluetooth connections should be able 

to reach up to twice the speeds and up to four 
times the distance of what they can today, 
according to Bluetooth SIG (Special Interest 
Group) that oversees the standard.

Even though Bluetooth 5 lunched last 
week, it may be several years before we really 
start to notice any difference it makes. First, 
device manufacturers have to adopt the new 
standard; and then, you actually have to go 
and buy those devices. Until you are using a 
smartphone, laptop, fitness tracker, and so on 
that take advantage of Bluetooth 5’s changes, 
any improvements may be slight.

The new spec is also supposed to make 
Bluetooth beacons — the small radios that 
let stores and stadiums push ads and other 

targeted info to your phones — work more 
efficiently. And it is supposed to let Bluetooth’s 
wireless signal adapt on the fly to avoid Wi-Fi 
and LTE, steering clear of congested airwaves 
as a way to help all of a device’s wireless 
connections maintain their performance.

Chuck Sabin, Bluetooth SIG’s director 
of business strategy, says the goal of these 
improvements is to “increase the overall quality 
of the connections and the interoperability of 
these connections,” making Bluetooth a better 
option for the growing number of Internet of 
Things devices trying to fill up your home. 

The reliability of Bluetooth connections has 
been another trouble point over the years, and 
it sounds like this update is doing at least some 
amount of work to correct for that. 

Though Bluetooth devices may drain more 
power by broadcasting over a longer range, he 
says, that should be made up for by their faster 
speeds, allowing radios to be on for shorter 
periods of time.

New Bluetooth 5 with faster speeds, longer range

Flash fades 
as Chrome

drops support

Google said last May that it would 
eventually block Adobe Flash Player 

content on Chrome. Last week, the 
company is making good on its promise. 

Google is making HTML5 the preferred 
and default way to display website content 
in a change that will take place over the 
next couple of months. This means that 
unless a website has an HTML5 content 
player, video content will not automatically 
display. All Flash content will be blocked, 
unless users manually enable it on a site-
by-site basis.

At first, permission requests will only 
pop up on sites that users are visiting for 
the first time, but by October, every site 
will require user permission to run Flash. 
One percent of users on the current version 
of Chrome will see this feature. Everyone 
should have an updated version of Chrome 
by February, when the most recent beta 
version goes stable.

Google is not the first company to block 
Flash content. Last year, Facebook made 
every video on its website play in HTML5 
by default across all browsers. Even Adobe 
told people to stop using Flash last year, so 
really, Google’s update is for the best.

Panasonic announced last 
week that it has developed a 

new kind of IPS LCD display with a 
1,000,000:1 contrast ratio, making 
it competitive with the far more 
expensive OLED technologies. 
The new technology offers a 
massive improvement over most 
of today's LCD displays, which 
tend to have an average of about 
a 1,800:1 contrast ratio.

While traditional backlit LCD 
panels tend to be cheaper and 
easier to make, they also feature 
a worse contrast ratio and less 
deep blacks when compared to 
OLED monitors, something that 
Panasonic’s new technology 
hopes to address.

The disparity in image quality 
is caused by the fundamental 
technologies of OLED versus LCD. 
OLED displays work on a pixel-by-

pixel basis, only lighting up where 
there is an image to display (and 
allowing for the deep, true blacks 
that the technology is known 

for), but LCDs use a backlight that 
illuminates all of the display cells 
at once. If you increase brightness 
of that backlight to get a brighter 
picture, you start to wash out 
the display, while lowering the 
backlight's intensity will get 
better blacks, but at the expense 
of crisp, bright colors. 

Panasonic's new technology 
works by using light-modulating 
liquid crystal cells, which are able 
to control the light at each point 
on a pixel-by-pixel basis to reap 
the same benefits as OLED is able 
to offer. If tests are successful, the 
new technology still could find a 
way into improving the quality of 
LCD displays in the future.

New LCD displays with quality of OLED screens

In a new test version of Windows 10 
(build 14965), released late last month 

to Windows Insiders, Microsoft has added a 
virtual trackpad for its operating system.

Microsoft describes the feature as a way to 
control external monitors with a tablet and 
no mouse. It is designed to sit in the taskbar, if 
selected, and provide a virtual trackpad on the 
screen that can be used to control the mouse 
and right-click or left-click options. You can 
now enable a touchpad icon in the notification 
area, and you can tweak the trackpad gestures 
in the main Windows 10 settings panel.

It is an interesting addition that will be 
welcomed by Windows 10 tablets users who 
are not using a keyboard or trackpad, or those 
who connect tablets up to second displays 
regularly.  Alongside the virtual trackpad, 
Microsoft is also tweaking its Sticky Notes 
app for Windows 10. More languages and 
regions are now supported, adding the ability 

to recognize emails, URLs, phone numbers, 
addresses, and stocks in a number of new 
countries. 

Microsoft is also improving its Windows 
Ink features, with quick access to pen settings, 
options to shrink and expand the protractor 
with a mouse, and improved performance of 
the Sketchpad app when lots of digital ink is 
used. Windows 10 testers are now able to 
experiment with all the new changes, as they 
roll out worldwide to testers in the fast ring.

Google urges type-C 
devices be interoperable

With nearly all new flagship devices touting USB-C 
ports, fast-charging could soon become a de-facto 

standard for battery chargers. Google is now ‘strongly’ 
recommending that vendors of all type-C devices should 
support full interoperability with standard type-C 

chargers.
While Google has 

embraced its own 
version on its new Pixel 
devices, the company is 
not so keen on letting 
everyone implement 
their own version. 

In newly released 
Android Compatibility 

Definition papers issued for its latest Android operating 
system Nougat, the company stops short of an outright 
ban on technologies like Qualcomm’s Quick Charge, 
though it does take a pretty clear stand, “strongly 
recommending” against it.

Microsoft adds virtual trackpad,
tweaks Sticky Notes app




