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Oil continues to hold sway over global economy
Staff report

With benchmark Brent crude prices 
hovering around $62 per barrel 

in late November, oil looks set to round 
off a fifth consecutive month of gains. 
November’s price also marks the first full 

month since 2014 that Brent has remained 
over the $60 barrier. From its mid-
January 2016 low of $29 per barrel, Brent 
has been on a rising trajectory, more 
than doubling in the nearly two years. 
Meanwhile, West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI), another international oil 
benchmark, ranged close to its highest 
level in 2017 at $57 per barrel.

Among the reasons cited for the rise 
in oil prices are a growth in demand from 
a global economy gaining momentum 
and persistent geopolitical risks. But 
central to the bullish sentiment on 
oil is probably the successful strategy 
adopted by several OPEC and non-OPEC 

members to cut production in a bid to 
trim oil surplus inventories worldwide. 
Uncharacteristically, the oil producers 
have managed to remain compliant with 
their decision on production cuts for 10 
straight months since its implementation 
from January of this year. 

 The rare display of unity in removing 
excess oil from the market has been 

further buoyed by recent remarks 
from top OPEC sources. The oil-cartel 
has hinted that the production cut 
agreement, which was set to end in 
March 2018, could be extended to end 
of next year. OPEC is scheduled to 
meet at their headquarters in Vienna 
on 30 November to make a call on this 
and other related matters.

OPEC crude supply in September 
2017 stood at 32.75mbd (million 
barrels per day), down nearly 2 percent 
from the 33.39mbd in September 2016. 
Meanwhile, commercial crude and 
product inventories have also been 
seen to fall worldwide. Among the 
35-nation Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
bloc stocks have been declining since 
their peak in July 2016. 

According to the OPEC Monthly 
Oil Movement Report (MOMR), 
inventories of the OECD bloc were 
down to 2.996 billion barrels in 
August, a fall of 3.5 percent (98 
million barrels) from the 3.094 billion 
barrels a year earlier. Despite August 
2017 levels bringing OPEC close to its 
five-year average target level of 2.825 
billion barrels, the fact is much of this 
reduction reflects the target level, 
which is a rolling average.

Continued on Page 5
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Kuwait and Malaysia enjoy 
excellent relations in all 

spheres of activity revealed Kuwait’s 
ambassador to Malaysia, H.E. Saad 
Al Asousi, in an exclusive interview 
with The Times, Kuwait at his office 
in Kuala Lumpur recently. 

“Our age-old relations are both 
historic and excellent and on the right 
path as we are among the first Arab 
nations to open an embassy in Kuala 
Lumpur, and likewise Malaysia opened 
their first embassy in the region in 
Kuwait,” disclosed the ambassador. 

A well-seasoned diplomat with over 
22 years of experience, Ambassador 
Asousi has served in Nigeria, Greece, 
Pakistan, UAE and Iran, prior to taking 
up his assignment in Kuala Lumpur. He 
has established an excellent rapport 
with his hosts, calling them wonderful, 
hospitable and peaceful people.

Continued on Page 8

Kuwait-Malaysia relations
on the right path: Asousi
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year by 2050, simply by linking the climate and 
growth agendas.

There is no time to waste; climate change 
has already arrived. This year’s record-breaking 
drought in the Marshall Islands, apocalyptic 
storms in the Caribbean, and devastating floods 
in Bangladesh and the US demonstrate this.

As the United Nations Environment 
Programme recently reminded us, even if 
every country hits its existing 2030 emissions-
reduction targets, we will be unable to 
limit warming to below 1.5° Celsius above 
preindustrial levels — the threshold, recognized 
in the Paris agreement, beyond which the 
impact of climate change becomes far greater. 
Our chances even of staying within the more 
conservative, and dangerous, 2° Celsius limit 
will be slim.

To ignore this reality is to gamble with the 
existential future of 
many island countries, 
not to mention the 
prosperity of the global 
economy. Without a 
sharp rise in global 
ambition for emissions 
reductions by 2020, 
we will be unable to 
save the world’s most 
vulnerable countries. 
And if runaway climate 
change takes hold, no 
country will be immune 
to its effects.

Unfortunately, things 
will get a lot worse 
before they get better. 
That is why we must step 
up our efforts to boost 
our resilience to the 
climate effects we won’t 
be able to avoid, and 
address the associated 
security consequences.

In the meantime, we 
must urgently increase 
the ambition of our 
climate commitments. 
Fortunately, several 
upcoming events offer 
an opportunity to do 
just that. We need to 
seize that opportunity with both hands.

Next month, French President Emmanuel 
Macron will host a conference to mark the 
two-year anniversary of the Paris agreement. 
And next September, California Governor Jerry 
Brown will host his own summit to galvanize 
greater action by cities, companies, and other 
non-state actors. The biggest opportunity, 
however, will come in 2019, when UN Secretary-
General António Guterres convenes world 
leaders in New York for the biggest climate 
gathering since the Paris talks.

We need to build an arc of ambition across 
these events that can, in the words of our friend 
Tony de Brum, the late Marshallese foreign 
minister and untiring climate warrior at the Paris 
conference, deliver a pathway to survival for the 
most vulnerable.

Some significant players are already going 
above and beyond their pledges. A number of 
others, including the Marshall Islands, are set to 
bring forward new targets by 2020, to augment 
their current targets, which reach only as far as 
2025. Still others — including France, India, and 
New Zealand — have said informally that they 
are eager to do more.

The truth is that almost all countries have the 
capacity to do more, especially if the support is 
there and the opportunities are identified. The 
imperative now is to create the right political 
conditions both to motivate and facilitate action. 

As more countries signal 
their ability to increase 
the ambition of their 
commitments, still 
more will follow.

At the same time, we 
must ensure that every 
sector, as well as every 
country, does its fair 
share. This includes, for 
example, international 
shipping, which, if it 
were a country, would 
be the world’s sixth-
largest emitter.

Next year’s ‘Talanoa 
Dialogue’ — to be 
convened by Fiji, which 
last week became the 
first island state to chair 
UN climate talks — will 
help countries identify 
exactly how they can 
achieve the goals set 
in the Paris agreement. 
That dialogue, which 
countries should 
approach in good faith, 
must be a springboard 
for further action. 

To that end, the re-
cent Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate 

Change report laying out pathways for keeping 
the temperature rise below the 1.5°C threshold 
will be crucial. The science remains key. 

The Paris talks proved that political success is 
possible, if leaders are given the right platform, 
if civil society mobilizes behind them, and if 
the world acts in unison. To get the rest of the 
way to a sustainable future, we must apply 
this lesson again. The catchphrase at the Bonn 
conference was ‘further, faster, and together’. 
Our collective challenge is to translate a nice-
sounding slogan into reality.

VIEWPOINT

 Without a sharp rise in 
global ambition for emissions 
reductions by 2020, we will be 

unable to save the world’s most 
vulnerable countries.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Hilda Heine and Kevin Rudd   
Hilda Heine is President of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands. Kevin Rudd, the 26th prime 
minister of Australia, is currently President of the 
Asia Society Policy Institute.
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When Donald Trump was elected US 
president a year ago, some said the end 

of the Paris climate agreement was nigh. Yet, 
as the latest round of global climate talks in 
Bonn, Germany, has shown, the world’s political 
leaders are more committed to the deal than 
ever. This is good news, but the fact remains 
that countries’ commitments do not yet add up 
to enough to turn the tide – and our window of 
opportunity to act effectively on climate change 
is rapidly closing.

Trump’s decision to withdraw the United 
States — the world’s largest historical 
carbon dioxide emitter — from the Paris 
agreement dealt the accord a major blow. 
Many of America’s closest allies, including 
both of our countries, the Marshall Islands 
and Australia, were deeply disappointed by 
the move, which was shortsighted, for both 
America and the world.

But it is hard not to take heart from the 
fresh wave of global resolve Trump’s decision 

has unleashed, both globally and within the US 
itself. Almost every major US state, city, and 
company has now pledged to do more to ensure 
that their country can meet its commitments, 
despite the Trump administration’s opposition.

The fact that climate action is now the 
worlds’ biggest economic opportunity has 
certainly helped. According to the Trump 
administration’s own analysis, more than twice 
as many Americans are now working in the solar 
industry than in coal, oil, and gas combined. 
And earlier this year, the OECD indicated that 
we could boost global growth by 5 percent per 
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In response to climate change, land is key. 
Today, agriculture, forestry, and other land 

uses account for roughly a quarter of global 
greenhouse-gas emissions. But adopting 
sustainable land management strategies could 
provide more than one-third of the near-term 
emission reductions needed to keep warming 
well below the target — 2°C above pre-industrial 
levels — set by the Paris climate agreement.

Conservation organizations like mine have 
long been working to balance the interaction 
between people and nature. But only recently 
have we fully grasped just how important land-
use management is in addressing climate change. 
With the development of remote sensing, 
artificial intelligence, and biogeochemical 
modeling, we can better forecast outcomes, 
and develop strategies to manage and minimize 
adverse consequences.

Some of the most promising ways to mitigate 
climate change are what we call “natural climate 
solutions”: the conservation, restoration, and 
improved management of land, in order to 
increase carbon storage or avoid greenhouse-
gas emissions in landscapes worldwide. The full 
potential of these solutions is detailed in a new 
study produced by my organization, the Nature 
Conservancy, and 15 other leading institutions.

Among the most important natural climate 
solutions is protecting ‘frontier forests’ — 

pristine woodlands that serve as natural 
carbon sinks. Intact tropical and northern 
forests, as well as savannas and coastal 
ecosystems, store huge amounts of carbon 
accumulated over centuries. When these areas 
are disturbed, carbon is released. Preservation 
of frontier habitats also helps regulate 
water flows, reduces the risk of flooding, and 
maintains biodiversity.

Reforestation is another important natural 
solution. Globally, an estimated two billion 

hectares (4.9 billion acres) of land has been 
deforested or degraded. Because trees are the 
best carbon-capture-and-storage technology 
the world has, reversing these numbers would 
bring a significant reduction in global carbon 
levels. We estimate that the world could capture 
three gigatons of CO2 annually — equivalent to 
taking more than 600 million cars off the roads 
— simply by planting more trees.

A third category of natural solution is 
agricultural reform. From field to fork, the 
food sector is a major contributor to climate 
change through direct and indirect emissions, 
and by its often-negative effects on soil 
health and deforestation. Recognizing these 
risks, 23 global companies – including Nestlé, 
McDonald’s, Tesco, and Unilever, recently signed 
a commitment to halt deforestation in Brazil’s 
Cerrado savanna. The region, which covers a 
quarter of the country, has come under growing 
pressure from production of beef, soy, and other 
commodities, together with the associated 
infrastructure.

As the Cerrado pledge demonstrates, when 
governments and businesses come together to 
address land-use challenges, the impact is potent. 
Natural climate solutions have the potential 
to reduce CO2 emissions by an estimated 11.3 
billion tons a year — equal to a complete halt in 
burning oil, according to our study. 

Continued on Page 6

SPOTLIGHT

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Justin Adams     
Global Managing Director for Lands at the Nature 
Conservancy 

Natural Solutions to Climate Change 
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AFRICA

As the recent political 
turmoil in Zimbabwe 
dies down following the 
resignation of long-term 
president Robert Mugabe, 
we take a look at how 
democracy is unfolding 
across the continent and 
reflect on some of the 
African presidents who 
were forced out of power 
in recent years. 

The political narrative is changing 
across much of Africa as more and 
more states throw out long-term 
serving presidents from power and 
elect new leaders. Tellingly, this 
change is coming about mainly 
through the ballot box with a little 
coaxing from different quarters.

But the power transition has not 
always been smooth. In some cases, 
as in Libya, the desired changeover did 
not materialize and instead it has left 
a lacuna that continues to embroil 
the country in chaos and violence. In 
some other places, armed conflict or 
democratic pressure were needed to 
oust long-ruling leaders from power.

West Africa leads the pack in the 
number of leaders ousted from power and 
here we look at three of them. However, 
we start off with the most recent entrant 
into this list, Robert Mugabe.

Zimbabwe: After 37 years in power, 
the 93-year-old President Robert 
Mugabe, who is reported to have 
once said that, “only God can remove 
me”, finally, tendered his resignation 
to Parliament. The resignation letter 
was read out by the Parliament 
Speaker even as impeachment 
proceedings against the former 
president got underway in Parliament 
on Tuesday, 21 November.

In the letter, delivered exactly 
a week after the military staged a 
coup against him, Mugabe who had 
until then resisted pressure from the 
public, the army and his own party to 
step aside, said he was resigning to 
allow a smooth and peaceful transfer 
of power, and that his decision was 
voluntary.

Apparently, the army stepping 
in to remove elected presidents is 
now an accepted democratic norm, 
especially if the ousted leader is an 
outspoken critic of the West.

The Gambia: After more than two 
decades of ‘bossing, the Gambia, 
President Yahya Jammeh was finally 
forced out of the country through 
diplomatic pressure from neighboring 
countries. 

Since taking power from the 
country’s first president, Dawda 
Jawara, in a bloodless coup in 1994, 
Jammeh has led his country, winning 
three presidential elections. With 
no term-limits for President, he was 
believed to be on his way for a fourth 
consecutive poll victory in the 2016 
election. 

The shock came on 2 December 
when the election commission 
announced that opposition coalition 
candidate Adama Barrow had 
defeated the incumbent. After 
initially conceding defeat, Jammeh 
reversed his own decision, cancelled 
the election results and called on the 
country’s Supreme Court to annul 
the elections. 

The regional bloc, Economic 
Community for West African States 
(ECOWAS), the African Union (AU) 
and the United Nations then stepped 
in and issued a joint statement calling 
for Jammeh to step down, as did the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC). Pressure from these quarters, 
along with mediation by Guinea’s 
Alpha Conde and Mauritania’s 
Mohammed Ould Abdel Aziz, finally 
convinced Jammeh to fly out to 
Conakry, the capital of Guinea and 

onwards to his current base, Malabo 
in Equatorial Guinea. When last seen, 
Jammeh was working on his farm 
clearing weeds.

Burkina Faso: Following the murder 
of his predecessor Thomas Sankara 
in 1987, Blaise Compaoré took over 
as President of Burkina Faso and 
continued to be elected back to 
office in 1991, 1998 and 2005. His 
attempt to call for a referendum 
to scrap term limits ahead of 2015 
polls back-fired and led to a youth 
uprising that eventually toppled him 
in October 2014. 

Compaoré went into exile in 
neighboring Ivory Coast and Michel 
Kafando subsequently became the 
transitional President of the country. 
A coup attempt in September 
2015, by troops loyal to Compaoré, 
was thwarted by pressure from 
the AU and ECOWAS and Kafando 
was reinstated. Following general 
elections in November 2015, the 
country has returned to stability 
under democratically elected 
President Roch Marc Kabore. 

Ivory Coast: Former colonial-
ruler France had to send its troops 

to ensure the ouster of former 
Ivorian leader Laurent Gbagbo 
and his escort to the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague 
where he currently faces charges 
of war crimes and crimes against 
humanity.

Much like the story of Yahya 
Jammeh, losing an election cost 
Laurent Gbagbo his presidency. 
In 2010, he lost the election to 
incumbent President Alassane 
Ouattara and refused to accept the 
verdict. The United Nations Security 
Council adopted a resolution 
recognizing Ouattara as winner of 
the elections, based on the position 
of the ECOWAS and AU, both of 
which suspended Ivory Coast from 
all its decision-making bodies and 
membership.

The country plunged into a civil 
war and atrocities and human 
rights violations were allegedly 
committed by both sides in the 
conflict. 

In 2011, local rebel forces along 
with French troops arrested 
Gbagbo, along with his wife and 
other top aides. His wife is currently 
facing charges back home while 
Gbagbo battles it out in The Hague.

‘Dethroned’ African presidents

Equatorial Guinea 
ruling party wins elections

Legislative, senatorial and municipal elections in Equatorial Guinea 
that were held on 12 November, saw the ruling Democratic Party of 

Equatorial Guinea (PDGE), which has been in power for nearly 40 years, 
once again win nearly 100 percent of the votes cast.

The president of the National Electoral Commission (NEC), Clemente 
Engonga Nguema Onguene announced on Friday that the PDGE and its 14 
allied parties received all 75 seats at the senatorial level, and won 99 seats 
in the legislative Chamber of Deputies, with the opposition Citizens Party 
for Innovation (CI) winning only a single seat.

Of the nearly 300,000 eligible Equatorial Guinean voters, 84 percent 
turned up to cast their votes on polling day. In a country where multi-
party system was introduced in 1991, incumbent President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema has been in power since 1979. The 74-year-old leader is one of 
Africa’s longest serving presidents. The opposition denounced multiple 
“frauds” and “irregularities” on the day of the vote as internet access was 
cut off and remained very restricted until the announcement of the results 
on Friday night. The NEC announced the results while reiterating that “No 
protest of the results or claim has been officially recorded.”

The World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office 
for Africa has just released a new report — Africa 

Nutrition Report — which reveals among other things that 
under-nutrition continues to persist in the region, and that 
the number of stunted children is on the increase. Ironically, 
the report also indicates that a growing number of children 
under five years old are overweight. 

The Report describes the current status in relation 
to six global nutrition targets that member states have 
committed to achieve by 2025, and underscores findings 
from the recently released Global Nutrition Report.

The nutrition targets call for a 40 percent reduction 
in the number of children under-five who are stunted, 50 
percent reduction of anemia in women of reproductive 
age, 30 percent reduction in low birth weight, no increase 
in childhood overweight, increasing the rate of exclusive 
breastfeeding to at least 50 percent and reducing wasting 
syndrome to less than 5 percent.

The Report, the first of its kind by WHO in the African 
region uses data from national surveys of forty-seven 
countries dating as far back as 2000, as well as joint 
malnutrition estimates published annually by UNICEF, 
WHO and the World Bank.  According to the WHO Regional 
Director for Africa Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, “The numbers and 
trends highlighted in the report show that we need to work 
harder to avoid the long-term consequences of malnutrition 
and poor health on our children’s future prosperity, including 
the increased risk of diet-related non-communicable 
diseases such as diabetes and hypertension.” 

The Report points out that while the prevalence of 
stunting decreased between 2000 and 2016, the absolute 
numbers of stunted children are in fact increasing: from 
50.4 million in 2000 to 58.5 million in 2016. 

Stunting, or impaired growth and development happens 
when children experience poor nutrition, disease and lack of 
psychosocial stimulation. It typically occurs before a child 

reaches the age of two, and the long-term consequences 
include poor school performance, low adult wages, lost 
productivity and increased risk of nutrition-related chronic 
diseases in adults. Stunting also has economic implications; 
worldwide, between 3 to 16 percent of GDP is lost annually 
due to stunting alone. Wasting, or low-weight compared to 
the height of a child, is a strong predictor of mortality among 
children under five. The Report finds that many countries in 
the African region still have wasting rates above the target 
of 5 percent or below, and persistent famine, flooding, and 
civil crises in some countries pose enduring challenges to 
meeting the target.

While overweight rates in African children might still be 
low, the proportion and numbers are increasing in all age 
groups. Joint UNICEF, WHO and World Bank 2016 estimates 
show that the number of overweight children in Africa 
increased by more than 50 percent between 2000 and 2015. 
The Report found that 24 countries have rates between 3 
and 10 percent, while 5 countries have rates above this 
range: Algeria (12.4 percent), Botswana (11.2 percent), 
Comoros (10.9 percent), South Africa (10.9 percent) and 
Seychelles (10.2 percent).

Malnutrition continues to rise in Africa
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Being poor is a highly shameful experience, 
degrading one’s dignity and sense of self-

worth. While the manifestations and causes of 
poverty differ, the humiliation that accompanies 
it is universal. Recent research conducted at the 
University of Oxford found that from China to 
the United Kingdom, people facing economic 
hardship, even children, experience a nearly 
identical assault on their pride and self-esteem.

Yet, despite the clear evidence linking 
poverty to psychological distress, policies 
tacking poverty do not typically take shame 
into account. Rather, poverty reduction efforts 
tend to focus on tangible manifestations of 
deprivation such as lack of income or education. 
As a result, solutions to poverty often implicitly 
assume that more material wealth or improved 
living conditions will automatically translate 
into non-tangible benefits, including improved 
mental wellbeing.

This lack of focus on 
the ‘psychosocial’ side of 
poverty — the interaction 
between social forces 
and individual attitude or 
behavior — is misguided. 
If we are to alleviate 
human suffering and 
achieve the UN’s 
premier Sustainable 
Development Goal 
of ending poverty ‘in 
all its forms’ by 2030, 
addressing the intrinsic and instrumental roles 
that shame plays in poverty must be front and 
center in our efforts.

The crippling sense of dishonor that 
accompanies poverty, and impedes people from 
taking positive action to improve their situation, 

has been seen around the world. In India, the 
shame associated with crop losses and financial 
stress has pushed farmers to substance abuse and, 
in extreme cases, suicide. In Tanzania, researchers 
studying bilingual education have found that a 
fear of being mocked can prevent students with 
weaker English skills from participating in class. 
And in Uganda, poor high school students say 
the inability to pay fees, purchase uniforms, or 

obtain school supplies 
is a constant source of 
humiliation. To address 
poverty-related shame, 
and adequately account 
for the role shame plays 
in perpetuating poverty, 
a number of steps must 
be taken.

For starters, 
policymakers should 
recognize the 
problem. Rather than 
seeing shame as an 

unfortunate byproduct of living in poverty, 
human development planners should consider 
how poverty undermines human dignity. The 
Nobel economics laureate Amartya Sen, one of 
the most influential voices on poverty reduction, 
has long argued that shame is a driver of 

FOCUS

The issue of shame, and the 
need to take it more seriously 
in poverty-reduction policies, is 

slowly gaining traction.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Keetie Roelen    
Research fellow and co-director of the Center for 
Social Protection at the Institute of Development 
Studies 

Poverty is also a Psychosocial Problem 

‘absolute’ poverty. Taking shame seriously must 
be part of any poverty-reduction strategy.

Moreover, shame, a lack of self-confidence, 
and low self-esteem can negatively impact 
how people view their ability to affect change, 
sustaining a perception of inadequacy that can 
be debilitating and trap them in poverty. 

To help people escape, human development 
strategies must consider how to bolster personal 
agency, aspiration, and self-efficacy — the belief 
in one’s ability to influence events that affect 
one’s life. Finally, policymakers must be aware 
that programs aimed at reducing poverty, if not 
properly implemented, can actually increase 

feelings of shame. For example, researchers 
working in India in 2005 found that Indian 
women stopped going to health clinics in order 
to avoid debasing treatment by health workers 
— to the detriment of their own wellbeing and 
that of their children. Women in South Africa 
applying for child support grants have reported 
similar experiences, as have food bank users 
in the UK. In fact, many respondents in Britain 
said the stigma of receiving free food was so 
severe that ‘fear’ and ‘embarrassment’ were 
common emotions.

The issue of shame, and the need to take it 
more seriously in poverty-reduction policies, 
is slowly gaining traction. Academics who 
research human suffering have recognized that 
‘recipient dignity’ is a crucial component of 
successful poverty alleviation. For example, a 
2016 review of cash transfer programs in Africa 
found that the absence of stress and shame 
enhanced confidence in recipients, leading to 
improved decision-making and productivity. 
Building on such evidence, the University of 
Oxford is extending its research on the ‘shame-
poverty nexus’, to study how the international 
development sector can ‘shame-proof’ anti-
poverty policies.

Programs aimed at reducing poverty are 
moving in the right direction, but much 
work remains to be done to integrate the 
psychosocial component of poverty into 
policy and planning. Only when policymakers 
truly grasp that dignity and self-respect are 
unavoidable prerequisites in the struggle 
against deprivation — rather than outcomes of 
its alleviation — will the world have a fighting 
chance of eradicating poverty in all its forms.

Continued from Page 1

For its part, the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in its ‘World Economic Report’ in October 
noted that the global upswing in economic 
activity is strengthening, with global growth 
projected to rise to 3.6 percent in 2017 and 3.7 
percent in 2018. Reflecting this global growth, 
the International Energy Agency (IEA) has revised 
its assessment of global demand for crude, now 
maintaining that demand could significantly 
outstrip supply by the end of 2017. 

The IEA has pegged demand growth in 2017 at 
1.6mbd, which, if OPEC maintains its production-
cut supplies at current levels, could mean a gap 
of 1.3mbd over expected global supply growth. 
Global stocks are expected by year end to be 
drawn down by 130 million barrels.

However, the IEA report added that the 
scenario could change dramatically in 2018, when 
supply growth is projected to outstrip demand 
growth. The agency projects demand growth of 
1.4mbd and non-OPEC supply growth of 1.5mbd, 
with the United States expected to be the largest 
contributor to non-OPEC supply growth, with as 
much as 1.1mbd of crude oil coming on stream. 

Meanwhile, the latest weekly report from the 
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) points out that oil 
prices posted their first week-on-week decline in 
almost five weeks on 17 November, with Brent 

closing down 1.3 percent to $62.7 per barrel and 
WTI down 0.3 percent to $56.5 per barrel. Prices 
were under pressure for most of the week on 
reports that Russia was hesitant to commit to an 
extension of its output cut agreement with OPEC 
and preferred to wait until March 2018 before 
making a decision. Market despondency was 
also fueled by latest US petroleum data, which 
showed crude production hitting another shale-
era high last week at 9.65mbd. 

In its most recent ‘World Investment Report 
2040’, the IEA predicts that total US crude 
and refined products output could likely reach 
16.9mbd by 2025, with shale surging by a further 
34 percent to reach 9mbd by 2025. These figures 
will make the US the “undisputed global oil 
and gas leader for decades to come, surpassing 
Saudi Arabia and Russia,” remarked an Executive 
Director of IEA, last week.

US shale output will, however, begin to decline 
after the middle of the next decade, which will 
see OPEC increasing its market share of the 
total crude and petroleum liquids market to 46 
percent by 2040 from the current 43 percent. 
However, the growing elephant in the room that 
most analysts seem to discount is renewable 
energy. As it becomes increasingly efficacious and 
cost-effective, adoption of sustainable energy 
by various sectors of the economy could pose a 
formidable challenge to conventional energy.

Oil continues to hold sway over global economy
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Climate change is a scientific 
fact, and its effects are already 

being distinctly felt around the world, 
threatening human health, the places 
we inhabit, and the sustainability of 
our socioeconomic systems.

We need to recognize that the 
planet’s wellbeing is inextricably 
linked to humanity’s survival, and 
seize the opportunity to transform 
the way we live through direct actions 
on multiple fronts. 

Taiwan, an island nation, is 
heavily exposed to the worst effects 
of climate change. In response to 
global calls for climate action, we 
have introduced the Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction and Management Act, 
and formulated the National Climate 
Change Action Guidelines on how to 
control and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

In order to build capacity for clean 
energy generation in Taiwan and 
improve air quality, the government 
has set an ambitious target of an 
overall energy mix of 20 percent 

renewables and 50 percent natural 
gas, with coal dropping to 30 
percent, by 2025. Similarly, it has 
amended the Electricity Act to spur 

the development of green energy, 
adopted the Energy Development 
Guidelines and, through public 
participation, developed the Energy 
Transformation White Paper to help 
accelerate the transition. It also 
provides incentives, such as those 
involving financing, investment 
capital, funding channels, and 
personnel training, to enlist the help 
of business and industry in developing 
green energy technologies. 

In short, Taiwan is doing all it can 
to combat climate change in line with 
the Paris Agreement, and is striving to 
cut carbon emissions to 50 percent of 
2005 levels by 2050.

In the endless pursuit of economic 
development, societies the world 
over have made excessive use of fossil 
fuels and squandered Earth’s natural 
resources. We are paying a heavy price 
today with not only climate change, 
but also serious environmental 
destruction and pollution. 

Taiwan’s efforts over the years 
to promote recycling and waste 

reduction have caught the world’s 
attention. In May 2016, the Wall Street 
Journal published an article entitled 
‘Taiwan: The World’s Geniuses of 
Garbage Disposal’. It points out that 
Taiwan, once dubbed Garbage Island, 
has since become a recycling poster 
child, ranking among the top three 
countries in the world for its initiatives 
to promote a circular economy. These 
include creating an industrial value 
chain, setting up special circular 
economy zones, and exploring 
business opportunities to make the 
necessary industrial transformation. 
It is hoped that, by 2022, Taiwan will 
have become a circular economy hub 
in Asia, with a healthy regenerative 
economy that can continue to grow 
while reducing waste, and help light 
the way towards a sustainable world.

Leaders around the world, 
including the Pope, are increasingly 
calling for more to be done to 
combat the threats brought by 
climate change. The leader of 
Taiwan, President Tsai Ing-wen, has 

pledged that this country will be 
an unrelentingly positive force in 
pursuing the solutions so desperately 
needed to preserve our planet for 
future generations. 

Through bilateral agreements 
and multilateral cooperation, 
Taiwan has for a long time now 
quietly gone about fulfilling its role 
as a responsible member of the 
international community. We want 
nothing more than to work with 
other countries, and do all that can 
be done to tackle climate change. 
We will happily share our experience 
and knowledge in environmental 
protection, particularly with those 
countries that really need help. 
Taiwan wants to be a contributor 
to the green energy policies, green 
industries, and green employment we 
must create to protect our planet.

— Lee Ying-yuan 
Minister, Environmental Protection 

Administration
Republic of China (Taiwan)

Protecting our planet through 

multiple climate actions

Lee Ying-yuan 

Continued from page 2

One recent study calculated that if Brazil reached zero 
deforestation by 2030, it would add 0.6 percent of GDP, or 
about $15 billion, to its economy. Communities also reap 
secondary benefits — such as rural regeneration, improved 
food and water security, and coastal resilience — when 
natural climate solutions are implemented.

Yet, despite the data supporting better land-use 
decision-making, something is not adding up. In 2016, the 
world witnessed a dramatic 51 percent increase in forest 
loss, equivalent to an area about the size of New Zealand. 
We need to buck this trend now, and help the world realize 
that land-use planning is not simply a conservation story.

Some countries are moving in the right direction. The 
Indian government, for example, has set aside $6 billion 
for states to invest in forest restoration. In Indonesia, the 
government created a dedicated agency to protect and 
restore peat-lands, bogs, and swamp-like ecosystems that 
have immense CO2 storage capabilities.

But they are the exceptions. Of the 160 countries that 
committed to implementing the Paris climate agreement, 
only 36 have specified land-use management in their 
emissions-reduction strategies.

Overcoming inertia will not be easy. Forests, farms, and 
coasts vary in size, type, and accessibility. Moreover, the 
lives of hundreds of millions of people are tied to these 
ecosystems, and projects that restore forest cover or improve 
soil health require focused planning, a massive undertaking 
for many governments. One way to get things moving, 
especially in the agricultural sector, would be to remove or 

redirect subsidies that encourage excessive consumption 
of fertilizers, water, or energy in food production. As Indian 
government officials reminded their peers during a World 
Trade Organization meeting earlier this year, meaningful 
agricultural reforms can begin only when rich countries 
reduce the “disproportionately large” subsidies they give 
their own farmers.

Supporting innovation and entrepreneurship can also 
help power change. New processes and technologies in 
landscape planning, soil analysis, irrigation, and even 
alternative proteins such as plant-based meat are making 
agriculture and land use more sustainable. Similarly, 
changes in the construction industry, which is turning to 
more efficiently produced products like cross-laminated 
timber (CLT), can help reduce carbon pollution.

Finally, financing options for natural climate solutions 
must be dramatically increased. While payments to conserve 
forests are starting to flow under the UN’s REDD+ program, 
and the Green Climate Fund has committed $500 million 
for forest protection payments, total public investment in 
sustainable land use remains inadequate. According to the 
Climate Policy Initiative, public financing for agriculture, 
forestry, and land-use mitigation attracted just $3 billion 
in 2014, compared to $49 billion for renewable energy 
generation and $26 billion for energy efficiency.

At the UN climate change meeting that just concluded 
in Bonn, Germany, global leaders reaffirmed that the 
world cannot respond adequately to rising temperatures 
if governments continue ignoring how forests, farms, and 
coasts are managed. Now that there is a firm consensus, 
governments must act on it.

Natural Solutions to Climate Change ESF displays excellence in sports

The English School Fahaheel (ESF) proved their excellence in sports once 
again. ESF sports captain Shujaa came 2nd and vice sports captain Ahmed 

came 3rd at the Hilton run held 17 November. Many other ESF students also 
participated and showed their athletic prowess.
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Images Diagnostic Center 
has consistently raised the 

standard of excellence as one of 
the most respected and innovative 
radiology practices in Kuwait. With 
unparalleled expertise and extensive 
knowledge, the experienced 
consultant radiologists at this Center 
are among the highly trained and 
trusted physicians within the medical 
community in Kuwait. 

The first institution in the Middle 
East to receive an accreditation 
as a Diagnostic Imaging Center of 
Excellence (DICOE), by the American 
College of Radiology the Center 
remains cutting-edge in offering 
patients with advanced technologies 
and services. Most of these diagnostic 
services are unmatched by healthcare 
providers within the region. 

Under the guidance and expertise 
of Radiology Consultant and 
Managing Director Dr. Yahya Slaiman 
the diagnostic center has reached 
heights of excellence, and it is with 
his commitment towards a promising 
future that the Center continues 
to explore and implement the 
finest quality imaging practices and 
diagnostic care.

In an exclusive interview with The 
Times Kuwait, Dr. Slaiman elaborates 
on the innovative and advanced 
radiological technology applied in 
the Center, while also providing an 
insight into the foreseeable future of 

national healthcare in the country.
“Diagnosis is the first step to 

identifying and understanding any 
medical ailment, hence we believe 
in ensuring that this is done so in 
the best possible manner and that 
diagnoses is of the highest possible 
quality, where no compromises are 
made when providing services to our 
patients,” said Dr. Slaiman.

Officially the only center in 
Kuwait that is exclusively devoted 
to diagnostic care, the Images 
Center carries out all diagnostic 
services, ranging from MRI scans to 
CT scans, Ultrasounds and more. 
It does so with great expertise and 
specialization, and by ensuring that 
the services provided are at par with 
the global advancements in the field 
of radiology. 

It is in line with this approach to 
implementing advanced technologies 
that the Center recently upgraded to 
the Signa Architect 3.0Tesla system 
for MRI scanning, the first of its kind 
not only in Kuwait but in the rest of 
the Middle East as well. 

As described by Dr. Slaiman, “The 
highlight of the 3.0Tesla model is the 
considerable increase in the number 

of channels, from a maximum of 
32 channels in other machines to 
128 channels in the new model. This 
significantly improves the quality of 
the images produced. The increase 
in the magnetic power to 3.0T in the 
new model produces remarkably 
precise scans, allowing the examiner 

to study the images in greater detail, 
unlike previously possible.” 

When asked to elaborate on the 
positive aspects of the technology 
for patients, Dr. Slaiman said, “The 
difference is felt in the shorter, 
quicker examination process and in 
the greater detail of the scans, as 
well as the comfort for patients. The 
machine is wider and considerably 
less noisy, which eliminates some of 
the discomfort and claustrophobic 
sensation otherwise associated 
with MRI procedures.”  He further 
clarified that, although it cannot 
compete with the comfort provided 
by open machines, the quality of the 
scan produced in a closed system 
such as this, is of significantly better 
quality, as they function on a power 
of 3.0T. “When compared to open 

machines that operate on a lower 
magnetic power of 0.5T, the outcome 
of the scan and the precision of the 
diagnosis is much higher on our 3.0T 
machine,” claimed the doctor. 

“When providing healthcare 
services for our patients, we do not 
believe in compromising and hence 
provide them with the best possible 
resources we have to offer,” he added.

The same can be said for the 
government’s approach to healthcare 
in Kuwait as well. As efforts are being 
made to encourage patients to seek 
specialized medical care from private 
healthcare facilities, the Ministry of 

Health has undertaken reforms that 
focus on improving the standards of 
services provided to those seeking 
medical care in the private sector. 

Dr. Slaiman believes that, as 
the need for private healthcare 
increases, it will improve the 
facilities, technology, professionals 
and over all services provided to 
the population. He optimistically 
concluded, “As they tackle challenges 
of understanding the needs of the 
patients and providing medical care 
that is easily accessible, the scope of 
the healthcare in Kuwait is only going 
to continue improving in the future.”

INTERVIEW

Images Diagnostic Center 

Imaging the unimaginable
Revolutionary approach to scanning with 3.0T Signa Architect
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Winners of the “Celebrate 
#Canada150” art 

competition organized by embassy 
of Canada,along with Kuwait Times 
were honored at an awards night 
held at the Four Seasons Hotel 
on 20 November. The chief guest 
of the event was the Education 
Minister of Kuwait, Dr. Mohammed 
Al-Fares, who was accompanied by 
other dignitaries. 

The Ambassador of Canada 
to Kuwait, H.E. Martine Moreau, 
welcomed the participants and 
guests to the closing awards 
ceremony of the competition. She 
shared that, “2017 has been a truly 
exceptional year for Canadian as 
we celebrate the 150 anniversary of 
our confederation as a country, or 
what is more commonly known as 
Canada150”. 

Nearly 12,000 students from 
over 100 public and private schools 
participated in the art competition. 
Ambassador Moreau expressed her 
appreciation for the participants 
and praised their efforts and 
passion. “Such active interest and 
enthusiasm by the young students 
in learning more about Canada and 
in celebrating our 150 anniversary in 
this way, speaks volumes about the 
special friendship Canada enjoys 
with Kuwait, and this has been 
very gratifying indeed,” she said. 
The goal behind the competition 
was to make students reflect their 
feelings and knowledge about 

the landmarks and colors Canada 
enjoys in the form of beautiful 
nature and civilized heritage that is 
mixed with people’s customs and 
cultures, animals, bird, forests and 
the beauty of its coasts, cuisine and 
the scenes of celebrations. 

For his part, the Deputy 
General Manager of Kuwait 
Times, Adnan Saad, expressed his 
gratitude to Ambassador Moreau 
for her support in making the 

event a success and applauded 
the students who shared their 
talents and said the competition 
allowed students to affirm their 
self-confidence and gave them 
the opportunity to express their 
reactions, abilities, artistic sense 
and feelings of awareness. 

The organizers thanked Kuwait 
Foreign Petrochemical Company 
(KUFPEC), Algonquin College of 
Kuwait, Petrochemical Industry, 
Ebla Computer consultancy, Air 
Canada, Lufthansa, SNC-Lavalin 
and Four Seasons Hotel for their 
participation and support. 

To commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of Canada’s 

Confederation as a nation, the 
Ambassador of Canada to Kuwait 
H.E. Martine Moreau held a reception 
on 21 November at the Four Seasons 
Hotel. Assistant Minister and Kuwait 
Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Reem 
AlKhaled was welcomed as the 
chief guest, as were members of the 
diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti officials, 
special invitees and media personnel.

In her opening remarks, Canadian 
Ambassador Martine Moreau said, 
“2017 has been a truly exceptional 
year for Canadians, as we celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of our 
confederation. During this milestone 
year, which has been named 
‘Canada150,’ Canadians at home and 
around the world are celebrating not 
only their inclusive ethnic, cultural 
and linguistic mosaic, but also their 
country’s natural beauty, rich history, 
heritage and longstanding democratic 

values.”As part of Canada’s endeavors 
to encourage celebrations across 
the world for people to participate 
in celebrating and exploring the best 
the nation has to offer, the Canadian 
embassy marked the occasion with 

a series of events held in Kuwait. 
Ambassador Moreau elaborated, 
“These include, of course, our national 
day reception (Tuesday) evening, 
last week’s very first Canada-Kuwait 
friendship hockey tournament and 
what has turned out to be a truly 
remarkable Canadian-themed 
student art competition organized in 
cooperation with Kuwait Times and 
Kuwait’s Ministry of Education.”

 "We share many common values 
that strongly underpin our close 
friendship and strong bilateral 
partnership - a partnership that seeks 
to enhance cooperation, strengthen 
commerce and expand shared 
expertise in a wide range of fields, 
while increasing and broadening 
people-to-people links. I am very 
confident that the excellent relations 
that exist between our two countries 
will continue to advance and 
prosper,” Ambassador Moreau said in 
conclusion. 

Reception held on Canada’s 150th anniversary of confederation
‘Celebrate #Canada150’ 

winners felicitated

Continued from Page 1

Kuwait’s young and energetic ambassador just recently 
also became the Dean of Arab Ambassadors in Malaysia, 
having completed his fourth year in the country. As the 
new dean for Arab diplomats, Ambassador Asousi is 
playing an increased role in coordinating and dealing with 
the Malaysian government and other Arab diplomats. 
He has used this opportunity to further cement ties and 
establish relationships with various diplomats and foreign 
ministry officials in Malaysia.

Since taking over in 2013, Ambassador Asousi has given 
a new impetus to bring Kuwait and Malaysia closer through 
several innovative initiatives, especially in the cultural field. 
On the political front there have been many bilateral visits, 

including the visits of two Sultans from Malaysia to Kuwait, 
as well as a parliamentary delegation visit from Malaysia 
to Kuwait last February. In addition, the Malaysian foreign 
minister has also paid an official visit to Kuwait. Other 
bilateral visits in the pipeline include invitations for the 
Prime Minister of Kuwait, and Speaker of the National 
Assembly, to visit Malaysia. Kuwait has also extended an 
invitation for the Prime Minister of Malaysia to visit Kuwait 
next year. So political relations have been both vibrant and 
dynamic, said the ambassador.

However on the economic front, trade between the 
two countries has remained stagnant due to a number of 
reasons. Among the issues Ambassador Asousi pointed 
out was the re-export of Malaysian goods to Kuwait 
through Jebel Ali port, which saw direct trade dealings 
drop significantly. Increased competition from neighboring 
countries like China and Indonesia has also led to importers 
from Kuwait opting to buy their products. The recent move 

by Malaysia to stop the import of LPG from Kuwait has also 
drastically reduced bilateral trade.

“I have also noticed that Malaysia has not participated in 
trade exhibitions or been active in promoting their products 
through delegations since a few years,” Ambassador Asousi 
pointed out. Kuwait has become an extremely competitive 
and price sensitive market, hence Malaysian businesses 
should promote their products assertively to ensure their 
market share, said the envoy.

Ambassador Asousi has used innovative methods in 
engaging with the local populace, including by holding 
cultural diwaniyas. These popular diwaniyas have been 
able to showcase Kuwait’s rich heritage and culture, 
and encourage people to people diplomacy. Through 
these interactions he has been able to bring greater 
understanding of  Kuwaiti food, weddings, fashion, lifestyle 
and various aspects of Kuwaiti society that have made a 
great impression among the locals. Some of the prominent 
dignitaries visiting the cultural diwaniyas include the 
Queen of Malaysia, the former Prime Minister Dr. 
Mahathir Mohammed, wives of diplomats and prominent 
women from Malaysian society. “We have a lot of Kuwaiti 
delegations visiting Malaysia; for the third consecutive year 
we are participating in the Putra Jaya International Festival, 
an Islamic culture event. There are also several Kuwaiti 
students studying in Malaysia which has an advanced 
education system,” the ambassador revealed 

Regarding tourism, Ambassador Asousi was glad 
that a media and tourism delegation from Kuwait visited 
Malaysia after a gap of many years. “I have been actively 
canvassing the great potential of tourism in Malaysia, and 
moreover, Kuwaitis get visa on arrival. And, though a lot of 
Kuwaiti tourists do visit Malaysia regularly, there is great 
potential to increase this tourism traffic as Malaysia is a 
favored destination with activities for the entire family,” 
the ambassador noted.

However a lot more should be done by way of promoting 
tourism such as through road shows, better connectivity 
of flights and competitive rates to encourage tourism. 
Kuwaitis are well known for their travel and are always 
keen on new and popular destinations and Malaysia can 
provide an excellent holiday destination for Kuwaitis.

He is a strong believer that diplomacy should not be 
restricted to political, economic and culture sectors, 
but should also encompass building relationships and 
friendships, and learning about each other’s country. The 
many interactions and connections that Ambassador 
Asousi has built during his tenure in Malaysia, has made 
him a popular diplomat and a true ambassador of Kuwait.

Kuwait-Malaysia relations on the right path: Asousi

Chief Executive Officer of the 
Health Assurance Hospitals 

Company — Dhaman, Dr. Ahmed Al-
Saleh denied rumors circulated on 
social media alleging health insurance 
fee will be increased to KD 130 from 
early next year. Dr. Al-Saleh noted it 
is impossible to increase insurance 
fee before inaugurating the Dhaman 
hospitals in 2020.

He stressed the company will 
organize a press conference in a couple 

of days to correct the wrong information 
passed to the public, while shedding 
light on the entire project. He reiterated 
the fees remain KD 50 for private sector 
employees, KD 40 for family residence, 
and KD 30 for children.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health is 
looking into the possibility of offering 
family insurance package to expatriates 
at competitive prices, said an official 
spokesperson of the ministry Dr. 
Ahmad Al-Shatti. 

No health fee rise for expats, 
affordable family plans a possibility

Ambassador Asousi wit his family
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When you travel, we know the way

Director of the General 
Public Relations and 

Security Media Department 
Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash 
announced that the ministry 
will deport any expatriate, who 
is repeatedly caught violating 
the recently introduced law of 
driving without a safety belt 
and using a mobile by hand 
while driving.

In a televised interview 
concerning the new traffic law 
and controversial penalties 
introduced for the above-
mentioned violations to 
impound the vehicle for two 
months, Al-Hashash pointed 

out that an expatriate who 
repeats the violation will be 
sent packing. The traffic law 
permits impounding of vehicle, 
while existing articles give the 
Minister of Interior the right 
to deport those who violate 

general order and laws of the 
country. 

He called on the public to 
adhere to traffic rules and co-
operate with the traffic officers 
for the safety of motorists and 
other road users.

Deportation for expats repeatedly breaking traffic law

Children’s day was celebrated at Salmiya Indian 
Model School (SIMS) with great enthusiasm 

on 14 November. The teachers and students 
remembered Pandit Jawarharlal Nehru, India’s first 
Prime Minister, and celebrated the love that he had 
for all children with a host of fun-filled activities 

and delicious snacks. The teachers prepared an 
hour long program for the kids with a variety of 
entertainment sessions. There were competitions 
like drawing and coloring along with other indoor 
games conducted by the teachers that had the 
children engaged for the whole day.

SIMS celebrates Children’s Day

The ‘Gulf Bank 642 Marathon’ was an 
unprecedented success with 6,000 

attendees and more than 130 nationalities 
represented in Kuwait’s most exciting walk/
run event. The event kicked off on Saturday, 
18 November at Souq Sharq with eager 
participants engaged in three distance 
categories (5km, 10km, and 21km).

Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant General 
Manager for Corporate Communications at 
Gulf Bank said: “The atmosphere at this year’s 
edition of the ‘Gulf Bank 642 Marathon’ was 
exhilarating and the event was a tremendous 
achievement. This is a very dear initiative for 
us, as it demonstrates both our commitment 
to social responsibility and our commitment 
to our beloved country, Kuwait. It is also a 
reflection of Gulf Bank’s strong support for 
Kuwaiti entrepreneurs, when we met the Pro-
Vision team in 2015, we saw Kuwaitis with a 

vision and determination to hold successful 
sporting events.”

A highlight of this event was that 
participants were able to tour the landmarks 
of Kuwait.  The leading social media influencers 
in Kuwait made special appearances, but 
the biggest surprise was the attendance of 
Kuwait’s soccer legends at this sporting event.  
Saad Al Hooti,  Fathi Kameel, Jasim Yacoub 
and Salah Al Hasawi came out for the day 
and inspired everyone. Gulf Bank also had 
the village area buzzing with their always fun, 
‘Catch the Cash’ game.  This game is exclusive 
to Gulf Bank and the crowd was eager for their 
chance in the money box.  

Gulf Bank and Pro-Vision Sports 
Management would like to thank the Kuwait 
government and governmental agencies 
whose contributions were crucial to a 
successful event day.  

Gulf Bank 642 Marathon
a huge success

Huawei never ceases to bring truly amazing 
innovations to its growing fan base. On 10 

November, Kuwait celebrated the arrival of the 
HUAWEI Mate 10, the ultimate in mobile phone 
sophistication, boasting intelligent speed, 
intelligent power and an intelligent camera.

The Huawei Mate 10 series is the first mobile 
phone to deliver Huawei’s breakthrough 
technology to its consumers - this includes 
artificial intelligence (AI) and machine-learning 
technology, which allows the phone to adapt to 
the user’s needs.

The Huawei Mate 10 series also offers 
Huawei’s SuperCharge and AI-powered battery 
management technology, which provides ultra 
high-speed charging and unparalleled battery 
retention. All this is packaged into a sleek and 

luxurious design. 
In addition to the Huawei Mate 10, the series 

offers Huawei Mate 10 Pro and the Porsche 
Design Huawei Mate 10 to debut in Kuwait at 
the end of the year, with the additional features 
of being water-resistant and dust-proof, which is 
ideal for the Kuwait climate.

The Huawei Mate 10 and Huawei Mate 10 
Pro cameras also have built-in features that 
allow the phone to swiftly adapt to different 
environments, allowing the user to better 
capture photographs in a range of situations. 

The HUAWEI Mate 10 series mobile phones 
all take advantage of the latest advanced 
technology to deliver the ultimate seamless 
experience to its customers, backed up by a full 
service center here in Kuwait. 

Huawei Mate 10 series, 
the intelligent phone arrives in Kuwait
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Czech Tourist Authority – Czech 
Tourism in cooperation with 

the Embassy of the Czech Republic 
and Qatar Airways jointly organized 
‘Czech Republic – Land of Stories’ a  
presentation and B2B road show on 19 
November at JW Marriott Hotel, Kuwait 
City. The event was an opportunity for 
tourism operators to network with 
Kuwaiti business partners.

The Ambassador of the Czech 

Republic to Kuwait H.E. Martin 
Dvorak and the Director of 

Czech Tourism Monika Palatkova 
inaugurated the function amidst a 
large crowd. A presentation outlined 
the major tourist attractions in the 
Czech Republic, and explored the 
benefits of visiting the country. Then, 
a seminar explained the mechanism 
of issuing Schengen visas. Concluding 
the evening, a lucky draw awarded 
winners with travel tickets from 
Qatar Airways.

Head of Mission of Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Ali Santel hosted a reception to commemorate the 34th Anniversary of his country’s National Day at Cliffs Complex on 21 November. Members of the 
diplomatic corps, dignitaries, Kuwaiti officials and media personal attended the function.

TRNC National Day marked with reception

Tourism road show highlights
opportunities in Czech Republic

By Natasha Fernandes

On the 17 November, Science 
International Forum (SIF) 

conducted an innovative program 
called Kuwait Children’s Science 
Congress. The exhibition is a platform 
for children to showcase their scientific 
knowledge and their analytical skills. A 
prize distribution ceremony for Ignite, 
a Science Writing Contest-2017 that 
encouraged contestants to explore the 
possibilities of science. 

Then, judges passed around to 
review the projects and interview the 
child scientists.

After a few hours the child scientists 
had to go through a viva session in 
which judges would ask relevant and 
tough questions to the students. This 
session was very important as it helped 
the students to focus on the areas 
where the young scientists needed to 
improve and correct.

The Indian Educational school had 
groups in both the Senior and Junior 
category. The junior category consisted 
of yet another two groups. One of the 
junior groups had done a project on 

the topic soap nuts. They stated that 
the modern generation needed to 
replace the polluting chemical soaps 
and detergents with eco-friendly, 
biodegradable, organic and non-toxic 
soap nuts, which is a multipurpose 
cleaning agent that can be reused up 
to six times. The other Junior group’s 
topic was the production of non-caloric 
sugar using Stevia Rebaudiana Bertoni 
(Sweet Tulsi). They felt that this is a 
boon for diabetic patients. They also 
believed that using sweet Tulsi has 
superior properties than many artificial 
sweeteners. 

The senior group did a project about 
Microbeads and talked about the 
devastating impacts of microbeads on 
the environment, the solutions and the 
things we as citizens can do. The topic 
is one of the many pressing issues in 
our world today since microbeads are 
found in various cosmetic products. All 
the innovations exhibited dealt with 
the most pressing issues which include 
the environment and health. Each team 
had done a lot of preparation prior to 
the exhibition. KCSC is a way to exhibit 
scientific knowledge and aptitude. 

SIF Kuwait organizes
Children’s Science Congress

VFS Global extends network with
 Italy Visa Application Centre

The Embassy of Italy in Kuwait has 
launched a new Visa Application 

Centre at Level 54, Arraya Tower, Al 
Shuhada Street in Kuwait City. 

In an official ceremony held 
on 23 November, the new centre 
was inaugurated by H.E. Giuseppe 
Scognamiglio, Ambassador of Italy to the 
State of Kuwait. The official operation 
of the application center is slated to 

commence on 26 November. 
Speaking at the inauguration, 

Ambassador Scognamiglio said, “I am 
very pleased to officially launch the 
new Italy Visa Application Centre in 
Kuwait City, which we are confident 
will provide the highest international 
standards of service and assistance, 
further enhancing and perfecting the 
quality of the current visa application 

process. Moreover, the new Italy Visa 
Application Centre will be a remarkable 
open window to our wonderful country, 
offering comprehensive touristic 
information and tailored counseling. We 
hope more and more Kuwaitis visit and 
enjoy our country.” 

Worldwide, VFS Global has served 
the Government of Italy since 2004, 
and currently manages visa processing 
operations for the Italian government 
in 28 countries from 66 visa application 
centers. Kuwait is the fifth country in the 
Middle East from where VFS Global will 
serve the Embassy of Italy.  

Key features include automated 
queue governance for smooth flow of 
applicants, a dedicated website for easy 
access to information, 100 percent secure 
handling of documents and personal 
information, delivery of passports back to 
the door-step, tourism information and 
more. The new centre promises efficient 
visa application processing services for a 
relaxed and enjoyable travel experience. 

Concluding the program of activities 
organized for Italy Week, the Italian 

embassy in collaboration with the Dar al-Athar 
al-Islamiyyah presented renowned Italian singer 
Arisa at a concert on 19 November at the Yarmouk 
Cultural Centre. A large gathering witnessed her 
performance comprised of soulful renditions 
from her repertoire of Italian songs. Arisa is a 
multifaceted talent with a laudable career as a 
singer, actress, writer and TV personality, who 
has performed in venues across the world. 

Arisa concert concludes Italy week
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The Ukrainian Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Volodymyr Tolkach 
welcomed guests at the reception organized on the occasion 

of the 26th Anniversary of the Independence Day of Ukraine.
The function, held at the Marina Hotel on 19 November, 

witnessed the attendance of Chief Guest Minister of Electricity 
and Water, the Minister of Oil Essam Al-Marzouq in addition to 
members of the diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti officials, special invitees 
and media personnel. In his speech to the gathering, the Ukrainian 
Ambassador Tolkach lauded the friendly relationship between 
Ukraine and Kuwait, and mentioned that many Kuwaitis have 
shown keenness to procure real estate in Ukraine, which will boost 
Kuwaiti investment in his country.

On his part, Minister Al-Marzouq pointed to a thriving and 
positive relationship between Kuwait and Ukraine, and denied that 
Kuwait is active in oil explorations in Ukraine.

Ambassador hosts reception marking Ukraine National Day

LuLu Hypermarket, the leading retailer 
and hypermarket chain in the region, 

introduced shoppers to the exotic food flavors 
of Italy with the launch of the Extraordinary 
Italian Taste campaign. 

The festival was inaugurated by Italian 
Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Giuseppe 
Scognamiglio on 20 November at the Al Qurain 
outlet of LuLu Hypermarket, in the presence 
of the hypermarket’s top management and a 
large gathering of excited shoppers.

The festival is being held to coincide with the 
‘Week of Italian Cuisine in the World’ — from 
20 to 26 November — which is a worldwide 
event dedicated to promoting Italian culinary 
and food tradition. 

The campaign is designed to improve 
awareness and penetration of high-quality 
food brands of Italy, by showcasing the 
wide range of Italian products available 
at LuLu outlets, as well as several new 

products directly sourced from various 
companies in Italy.

Among the products being offered at 
special prices during the promotion period are 
products from leading brands such as Crispo, 
Dececco, Fiorentini, Forno Bonomi, Gecchele, 
La Mole, Midi, Pozzi and Renna. 

The week-long campaign that will run till 
26 November also features several in-store 
promotions, live cooking demonstration 
and dedicated media and social network 
communication drives. During the campaign 
customers will have the opportunity to taste 
and buy freshly made pizzas, pastas, lasagna, 
tiramisu and many other popular Italian 
delicacies 

As part of the festival several large 
cut-outs, showcasing various touristic 
attractions in Italy are also on display, and 
they provide an appealing and informative 
setting for shoppers. 

LuLu Hypermarket launches 
‘Extraordinary Italian Taste’ campaignHamoud, a Class XII student of Integrated 

Indian School (IIS), a team member in Kuwait 
Cricket Team, played Asian Cricket Council (ACC) 
under 19 Asia cup qualifiers (western region) in 
Malaysia. His team won the first runner up in the 
finals. He was honored as the ‘man of the match’ 
against Maldives for taking 5 wickets in 4 overs, 
by giving away only 4 runs. He was recognized as 
the best cricketer of Kuwait team, in Malaysia as 
he was among the top wicket takers for the team, 
and fourth overall among the top bowlers. The 
management, principal, staff and students of 
IIS are proud of Hamoud and wish him to climb 
greater heights in cricket.

Amazing performance by Hamoud of IIS

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

Philippines leading real estate company, 
Filinvest held a full-day event for its property 

holders and clients along with families in Kuwait 
at the Qadisa Gym in Hawally on Friday. Around 
1,500 attendees participated in the event that 
was intended to celebrate early holiday festivities 
and Filinvest way of giving back to its clients as a 
gratitude for their support to the company.

The event kicked off with the Filinvest Group 
of Kuwait belting out a vocal rendition followed 
by an inspirational message from the Deputy 
Managing Director of Filinvest Emelia Lim. In a 
brief interview with The Times, Lim said that in 
2016, Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW) have been 
promoted as managers and for the year 2018 many 
OFW lives will change and they will return home 
rich. In January, some OFWs will return home in 
the Philippines and enjoy a tour of Asia, and these 
are the OFWs who excelled in the company.

Among the highlights of the event were raffle 
draws, games, a caroling competition, brief skit 
and sumptuous food shared with everyone. 
Remarkable inspirational speeches were also 
delivered by different speakers including Alex 
Sese, President of Freedom cares Corporation 
a support company for Filinvest investors and 
clients. The Freedom Cares Corporation offers 

bank financing assistance leasing and property 
management. Part of ‘Alaga’ buyers of Filinvest 
international. Sese also gave a motivational 
speech about a relevant topic ‘Why not give up 
on your investment’. Arjay Concepcion, Country 
Manager of Filinvest discussed further the 
importance of investment and the opportunity 
for investors to sell properties to pay for their own 
investments. Testimonials were also made by Lea 
Peralta and Emelia Lim. Peralta stated that she 
trusted Filinvest since it’s been tested by time as 
dependable and that she had acquired properties 
and are now generating income.

Sese also congratulated the Kuwait team for 
being constantly on top sales and extended his 
gratitude to all the buyers.

Filinvest holds family day in Kuwait

Smoother transition from Article 22 
visa to Article 18 for expat children

The Ministry of Interior has given its Social Affairs counterpart 
the go signal to approve the proposal to amend the status 

of expatriate children under Article 22 visa to Article 18 
(private sector) once they reach 21 years old without obtaining 
a letter of initial approval from the Residency Affairs General 
Department. In its letter to the Ministry of Social Affairs, the 
Ministry of Interior explained that this move aims to facilitate 
procedures and eliminate obstacles in amending the status of 
these children and transferring to work visa.
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The Czech Republic’s location at the heart of 
the former Austro-Hungarian Empire has seen a 
long history of raiding tribes, conquering armies 
and triumphant dynasties. This turbulent past 
has left a legacy of over hundreds of castles and 
chateaux scattered all across the region that are 
simply awe-inspiring and include grim Gothic 
ruins clinging to a dizzy pinnacle of rock, to 
majestic, baroque mansions filled with the finest 
furniture that Europe’s artisans could provide.

The immense pride the local population has for the 
region’s rich history and tradition is evidently reflected in their 
welcoming and hospitable demeanor towards tourists and 
travelers. This welcome attitude is most apparent in South 
Bohemia and Moravia, where a still-thriving folk culture sparks 
into life during the summer festival season. During this time, 
local communities from Český Krumlov to Telč to Mikulov don 
traditional garb, gather their musical instruments and join each 
other in celebrating their unique culture through song and 
dance, while inviting visitors to do the same. 

Prague: Prague’s maze of cobbled lanes and hidden courtyards 
is a paradise for the aimless wanderer, always beckoning you 
to explore a little further. One of Europe’s biggest and most 
beautiful urban spaces, Old Town Square is a bustle of activity 
that swallows you in with jazz bands and alfresco concerts, 
political meetings and fashion shows, seasonal markets during 
Christmas and Easter, all of which are watched over by Ladislav 
Šaloun’s brooding art-nouveau statue of Jan Hus, the 15th 
century Czech religious reformer. Just a few blocks away from 
the Old Town Square you can stumble across ancient chapels, 
unexpected gardens, cute cafes and local restaurants, with 
minimal touristic chaos.

Prague Castle (hrad to Czechs) — the largest ancient castle 
in the world according to the Guinness World Records — is 
undeniably the most popular attraction here. Looming above 
the Vltava River’s left bank, its brimming ranks of spires, towers 
and palaces dominate the city centre like a fairy-tale fortress. 
Within its walls lies a varied and fascinating collection of historic 
buildings, museums and galleries that are home to some of the 
Czech Republic’s greatest artistic and cultural treasures.

Bohemia: Beyond the serried apartment blocks of Prague’s outer 
suburbs, the city gives way to the luscious green hinterland of 
Bohemia, a land of rolling hills, rich farmland and thick forests 
dotted with castles, chateaux and picturesque towns. 

This is a region of surprising variety. Český Krumlov, in the 
deep south of Bohemia, is one of the most picturesque towns 
in Europe and is in a class of its own. Often described as a 
miniature version of Prague, this UNESCO World Heritage Site 
offers a stunning castle above the Vltava River, quaint riverside 
picnic spots, an old town square, Renaissance and baroque 
architecture and more. 

The lesser-known towns such as Třeboň in the south and 
Loket in the west exude an unexpected charm, an invitation for 
the traveler keen on escaping the crowds. Big cities like České 
Budějovice and Plzeň offer great museums and restaurants, 
while the famed 19th-century spa towns of western Bohemia 
retain an old-world lustre.

Kutna Hora: Enriched by the silver ore that veined the 
surrounding hills, the medieval city of Kutná Hora became 
the seat of Wenceslas II’s royal mint in 1308, producing 
silver groschen that were then the hard currency of Central 
Europe. Boom-time Kutná Hora rivaled Prague in importance, 
but by the 16th century the mines began to run dry, and its 
demise was hastened by the Thirty Years’ War and a devastating 
fire in 1770. The town became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
1996, luring visitors with an array of historic sites. 

Also referred to as ‘the country’s treasure chest’, the rich 
history in this town has given it an air of mystery that can be felt 
within its cathedrals, monasteries, nobleman’s houses, vaulted 
cellars and gems of Gothic and Baroque architecture, sculptors 
and urban corners.  A curious spectacle unique to this region is 
the descent into the Sedlec ossuary, a trip that fills you with awe 
and unease as you explore its altars, coats of arms, chandeliers, 
pyramids and obelisks made from the bones of plague victims.

Karlovy Vary: The Czech Republic is interwoven with healing 
springs like gold thread running through rare tapestry. Although 
a number of these are abundantly scattered throughout the 
country, Karlovy Vary, with its 12 hot healing springs is the real 
jewel in the crown of Czech spas. Legend has it that the now 
world-famous spa spring was discovered in the 14th century 
when the hunting party of king and Emperor Charles IV happened 
upon it. 

It is hard to resist Karlovy Vary’s carefree spirit and the sense 
of stately calm on the promenade that runs between splendid 
facades of grand houses and colonnades richly decorated 
with columns. Day trippers come to admire the grand 19th 
century spa architecture and to stroll through these impressive 
colonnades, sipping on the supposedly health-restoring waters 
from spouted ceramic drinking cups. Knowing that Peter the 
Great, Bach, Goethe, Casanova and Beethoven have taken the 
waters here just adds to the experience, and a trip to this serene 
region makes for a unique and restorative break. 

Moravia : The Czech Republic’s easternmost province, Moravia, 
is yin to Bohemia’s yang. If Bohemia is about towns and cities, 
Moravia is all rolling hills and pretty landscapes. The capital, 
Brno, has the museums and castles, but the northern city of 
Olomouc has captivating architecture and an unexpected 
number of important historical landmarks, including grand 
cathedrals, charming churches, splendid burghers’ palaces and 
monumental monasteries. 

The main square is among the country’s nicest, surrounded by 
historic buildings and blessed with a UNESCO-protected trinity 
column. The evocative central streets are dotted with beautiful 
churches, testament to the city’s long history as a bastion of the 
Catholic Church. Explore the foundations of ancient Olomouc 
Castle at the must-see Archdiocesan Museum, and do not 
forget to try the cheese, Olomoucký sýr or tvarůžky, reputedly 
the smelliest in the Czech Republic.

Czech Republic

12 TRAVEL
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Age, gender, personality and how 
often people drive, have all been 

identified as potential risk factors for 
becoming distracted while driving. 
Young men, extroverted or neurotic 
people, and people who drive more 
often were more likely to report being 
distracted, while older women and 
those who felt that they could control 
their distracted behavior were less 
likely to report distraction. This first-
ever study of how personal traits 
affect driver distraction, also proposes 
future directions for interventions to 
reduce distracted driving.

The World Health Organization 
estimates that more than one 
million people are killed in road 
traffic accidents each year. Driver 
distractions, including answering 
the phone, texting messages, or 
turning to talk to fellow passengers, 
are a factor in many accidents. The 
risk of being involved in an accident 
increases dramatically after just 
two seconds of distraction — so 
understanding and reducing driver 
distraction will help to save lives. 
Predicting and explaining distracted 

behavior is difficult, as people often 
do not intend to reduce their focus on 
driving, and may feel they have little 
control over it. Researchers have not 
previously examined the link between 
someone’s attitudes and intentions 
regarding distracted driving and 
how often they are distracted during 
driving. In addition, the link between 
distracted driving and gender, age 
and personality, is not completely 
understood.

Now, researchers at the Institute 
of Transport Economics in Norway 
have investigated these issues by 
surveying a large group of high-
school students and a group of adults 
in Norway. The surveys covered 
a variety of topics, including the 
frequency and type of distractions 
the participants experience during 
driving, their attitudes and intentions 
around driver distractions, and their 
personalities.

The surveys revealed that some 
of the most prominent predictors 
of distraction were age and gender. 
The study found that young men 
were among the most likely to report 

distraction. Others more prone to 
distraction include those who drive 
often, and those with neurotic and 
extroverted personalities.

People, who felt that distracted 
driving was more socially acceptable, 
or that it was largely beyond their 
control, were also more likely to 
report distracted driving. However, 
older women and those who felt that 
they could control their distractive 

behavior were less likely to report 
distraction.

The study also examined the 
effectiveness of an intervention to 
reduce distracted driving. Participants 
chose plans to reduce their distractive 
behavior by matching ‘if’ statements 
such as “if I am tempted to drive 
faster than the speed limit while on 
the highway” with ‘then’ statements 
such as “then I will remind myself 

that it is dangerous and illegal to do 
so.” A control group was provided 
with information about driving 
distractions, but made no plans. A 
follow-up survey two weeks later 
measured driver distraction in the 
two groups.

Both the intervention group and 
the control group showed a similar 
decline in distracted driving, meaning 
that the intervention itself was not 
effective. Simply being exposed to 
material about distracted driving and 
completing the survey may have been 
enough for the participants to become 
more aware of their distractions. 
Researchers believe one key to 
successful future interventions lies 
in allowing the participants to devise 
their own plans, rather than choosing 
from a list, so that they are more 
engaged. Interventions could also 
focus on the needs of high-risk groups.

Tailored interventions to reduce 
driver distraction could focus on at-
risk groups, such as young males with 
bad attitudes to distracted driving 
and a low belief that they can control 
their distraction.

Distracted driving risks predictable

Treating blindness
 with gene therapy

Researchers at the University of Iowa in the United 
States have revealed details of a pioneering gene 

therapy treatment that could one day see patients who 
lose their sight to an inherited retinal disease becoming 
well enough to navigate a maze on their own.

This new, first-of-its-kind gene therapy, which 
is currently under review by the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) for potential approval this year, 
offers hope to patients suffering from a condition called 
Leber Congenital Amaurosis (LCA). There are currently no 
treatments available for inherited retinal diseases, such 
as LCA, which usually begins in infancy and gradually 
progresses to eventually cause complete blindness.

Data from the first randomized, controlled, phase 
3 study of the innovative therapy showed that 27 of 29 
treated patients (93 percent) experienced meaningful 
improvements in their vision, enough that they could 
navigate a maze in low to moderate light. They also 
showed improvement in light sensitivity and peripheral 
vision, which are two visual deficits these patients 
experience.

Approval of the novel treatment could open the door 
for other gene therapies that could eventually treat 
the more than 225 genetic mutations known to cause 
blindness. For instance, it could be applied to retinitis 
pigmentosa, another inherited retinal disease caused by 
a defective gene. Or in the future, gene therapy could 
possibly provide key proteins needed to restore vision 
in more common diseases such as age-related macular 
degeneration.

LCA is rare, affecting about 1 in 80,000 individuals. 
It can be caused by one or more of 19 different genes. 
The treatment, called voretigene neparvovec, involves 
a genetically modified version of a harmless virus. The 
virus is modified to carry a healthy version of the gene 
into the retina. Doctors inject billions of modified viruses 
into both of a patient’s eyes.

Treatment does not restore normal vision. It does, 
however, allow patients to see shapes and light, allowing 
them to get around without a cane or a guide dog. It is 
unclear how long the treatment will last, but so far, most 
patients have maintained their vision for two years. More 
than 200 patients with LCA have participated in gene 
therapy trials since 2007.

The buildup of plaque in the heart’s 
arteries is an unfortunate part of 

aging. But elderly people with higher levels 
of the protein CXCL5 in their blood tend 
to have clearer arteries, say researchers at 
the University of North Carolina. The new 
finding could possibly point to a genetic 
basis for coronary artery disease (CAD), as 
well as potential opportunities to prevent it.

Researchers analyzed blood samples 
and heart scans from 143 people over age 
65. The analysis revealed that people with 
clear arteries had markedly higher levels 
of CXCL5, as well as genetic variants near 
the CXCL5 gene, compared with people 
with more plaque in their arteries. “CXCL5 
looks to be protective against CAD, and the 
more CXCL5 you have, the healthier your 
coronary arteries are,” said one research 
team member. “ 

Patients with no obstructed blood flow 
in the coronary arteries had higher levels of 
CXCL5 compared to patients with moderate 

levels or lower levels of CXCL5, who had 
increased severity of coronary obstructions. 
CAD is the most common cause of heart 
attacks and the leading cause of death in 
any countries. Despite increased awareness 
of its risk factors and a variety of available 
treatment options, CAD has remained a 
persistent public health challenge.

Previous studies linked CXCL5 to 
inflammation, leading some researchers to 
assume the protein was harmful. But recent 

research in mice suggested the protein 
could help limit plaque buildup by changing 
the composition of fat and cholesterol 
deposits in the arteries. The new finding 
offers the first evidence that CXCL5 could 
play a protective role in people, at least in 
the context of CAD.

In addition to offering clues about 
how CAD develops, the study opens new 
possibilities for prevention and treatment. 
For example, it may be possible to develop 
a drug that mimics the effects of CXCL5 or 
that increases the body’s natural CXCL5 
production to help prevent CAD in people at 
high risk. The protein could even potentially 
be leveraged to develop a new, nonsurgical 
approach to help clear clogged arteries.

One limitation of the study is that 
because all participants were referred for 
a heart scan, researchers did not include 
healthy patients. Further research is needed 
to confirm the role of CXCL5 in CAD and 
explore drug development opportunities.

Protein that protects against coronary artery disease

Researchers generally create high-
resolution images of cells by slicing, 

dicing, dehydrating, staining and embedding 
dead cells in resin. However, this view of 
cells, prevented researchers from gaining 
a view of the dynamic real-time processes 
that take place within living cells, such 
as metabolic reactions or responses to 
diseases or treatments.

Now researchers at Northwestern 
University in the US have developed a novel 
non-invasive imaging system that makes it 
possible to view the sub-cellular architecture 
of live cells at nanometer-scale resolution. 
Called Ultrasound Bioprobe, the technique 
combines ultrasound waves with atomic 
force microscopy, interacting with live cells 
to determine the changes in their mechanical 
behavior. Ultrasound Bioprobe uses 
ultrasound waves to non-invasively image 
deeply buried intracellular features. And its 
atomic force microscopy probe provides high 
sensitivity and mechanical contrast of the 
scattered ultrasound waves. The result is a 
non-destructive, remarkably high-contrast, 

nanoscale images of structures and 
components deep inside living tissues and 
cells. The new invention could provide clues 
for early diagnostics and potential pathways 
for developing therapeutic strategies. The 
scientists now plan to expand its technique 
to diverse biomedical applications, such as 
the nano-mechanics of soft tissues such 
as skin, enamels, and bones to probe their 

three-dimensional architecture down to 
nanoscale spatial resolution.

The researchers pointed out that since a 
significant variation in cellular nanostructures 
and mechanics can be directly influenced by 
the cancer conditions of a cell, the Ultrasound 
Bioprobe could even expand our fundamental 
understanding of the nanomechanics at play 
within cancer cells.

New imaging technique to
look inside living cells
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Eyebrow 
      mistakes 

Don’t underestimate the importance 
of good eyebrows, a flawless set of 
arches can do wonders for the entire 
face the way a good haircut can. 

Like eye color and face shape, all eyebrows 
are unique. Some are thin, some are thick, 
some are sparse and some are so full they don’t 
need any brow pencil. Half the secret of having 
good arches is understanding your natural 
eyebrows and how they should be shaped to suit 
your face. The other secret is avoiding some of 
the most common brow mistakes.

To prevent any brow regrets, here are some of 
the most common eyebrow mistakes:

Trying to shape eyebrows after getting them 
professionally done: You try to maintain your 
brows between visits, but you are unsure about 
what brow hairs to remove to achieve the 
desired shape. This can result in over-plucking 
or ruining the professional shape. If you are 
unsure about where to pluck your brows, then 
you should avoid the area altogether and only 
pluck the stray hairs. Let professionals handle 
the shaping.

Not maintaining brows while growing them 
out: Waiting for over-plucked brows to grow 
out can be a painful process, but there’s more 
to be done than just waiting. Use brow makeup 
to enhance eyebrows and create the shape as 
they’re growing out.

While letting brows grow, consider using a 
brow product to assist in the regrowth process 
such as a brow enhancer that will help create the 
desired look. After brows have grown out, visit a 
professional to get them shaped.

Using the wrong brush with brow products:  
Just like with any makeup, having the right tools 
to apply brow products is key. Using the wrong 
brushes with cream or powder products results 
in messy and unnatural lines. With the help of 
a thin, angled brush, you can make the strokes 
appear much more natural.

Filling in brows with a too-dark pencil:  
Another common brow mistake is women with 
dark hair using black pencils or powders to fill 
in their brows. The end result can be too harsh. 
Instead such women should use a dark brown 
pencil as opposed to black because the former 
is far more flattering.

Not using brow measurements: When it 
comes to filling in brows, don’t guess. Measure. 
And this is especially important for those with 
asymmetrical brows. Begin mapping out the 
start of the brow, the arch and where the brow 
ends with a brow pencil. Then outline the brow 
shape ensuring they are symmetrical. Next, 
fill them in and blend the color for a natural-
looking result.

Skipping brow gel:  Like a good hairspray, brow 
gel is the finishing touch that helps eyebrows 
stay in place. This gives them a groomed 
appearance and shows off their shape. Brow gel 
should be applied after the filler or color has 
been applied and blended. Those who don’t need 
any additional color can use a clear gel. 

Thinking brows should be identical:  Most 
women spend ages trying to get brows to 
look exactly the same, but brows are sisters, 
not twins, work to make each brow perfect, 
not identical. Stop trying to pluck brows until 
they are mirror images of each other. When 
applying brow products, define each one and 
ensure they’re balanced. In other words, check 
to make sure one brow isn’t drastically darker 
than the other.

Beach waves are the now-classic style 
featuring textured waves, meant to look 

like you just got back from a day of surfing. 
Women love this style because it is so versatile, 
and can be worn on the red carpet or with a 
t-shirt and jeans. Beach waves also enhance 
a women’s natural beauty by adding volume 
and movement to the hair. Here are some hair 
hacks to easily get flawless waves every time. 

The flat iron wave: This super quick style 
involves grabbing small sections of hair and 
alternating directions as you slide the iron 
down your strands.  

Second-day waves: Achieve perfect waves in 
your sleep — literally. Simply create a series of 
fishtail braids before bedtime and voila.

Brushed-out waves: For short-haired chicks, 
use some retro pin curls to start off your look, 
then brush them out for an ultra-modern 
loose wave. 

Beachy waves with a flat iron: For this look, 
you will need to create curls with a flat iron. 
Alternate the direction of your tool until you 
have a full head of waves, then tousle to your 
heart’s content. 

Wavy hair with minimal effort: A three-bun 
hack is the perfect way to get killer waves with 

minimal effort. Just don’t forget the salt spray. 

Flat-ironed waves:  Hack this shortcut 
to braided waves by applying a healthy dose of 
heat. Be sure to size your braids according to 
the length and thickness of your mane. 

Ponytail curl hair hack: Give your hair some 
extra bounce with this ridiculously easy loose 
curl hack. Simply put your hair in a high pony 
and curl your heart out. Be generous with 
your volumizing spray for this one. 

Pineappling: This overnight hack is perfect 
for creating sweet and simple tousled locks — 
and it’s an excuse to bust out our favorite ’90s 
trend: the scrunchie. Toss up your hair like you 
just don’t care and protect your waves while 
you slumber. 

Heatless headband waves: Your headband’s 
no one-trick pony. Get experimental with your 
wavy hair routine and try a twisted bedtime 
chignon for your next loose ‘n’ wavy ‘do. 

Blow dry wavy hair: As many of you wavy-
haired gals know, natural texture is not the 
easiest to maintain. So when it comes to 
rockin’ your born-with-them waves (minus the 
frizz), start using a diffuser while you dry as 
your new go-to move. 

Easy beach-wave hacks

There was a time when turtlenecks were 
considered frumpy or unflattering, but 

now they are seen as a winter staple that can 
make your outfit look stylish. Instead of styling 
them with jeans, now wearing a turtleneck 
is all about clever layering tricks. Everyone 
should own at least one black turtleneck or go 
the fashionista route by experimenting with 
textures and prints. 

Here are a number of surprisingly cool ways 
to wear modern turtlenecks, including under 
ruffled shirts, blouses and summer dresses 
paired with jeans. 

Layer with dresses: Placing a fine-knit 
turtleneck under a dress is how a true fashion 
expert layers. It’s especially ideal if it’s not 
quite cold enough for a big coat and you 
want to show off your whole outfit. Dress 
up in a floral, summery dress over a sweater 
in a complimentary color to get that show-
stopping look. However, when layering a slip 
dress over a roll-neck, keep the entire outfit in 
the same color.  You don’t have to always play 
it safe when it comes to this style tip, embrace 
unlikely print clashes like a striped jumper 
under a floral dress. You can also go for deep 
V-neck dresses that allow your sweater to be 
featured more prominently.

Layer with suits: There is nothing more 
popular than a bit of corduroy right now. Go 
for a roll-neck sweater to wear under a full 
corduroy suit. Another option is to reach for a 
turtleneck sweater to style with a tailored suit. 
Up the classy factor by going monotone with 
this combo. 

Play with skirts: An oversized knit over a skirt is 
a go-to winter outfit. And you can even have fun 
with this tip by playing with textures; a plaited 
path turtleneck can do wonders for a velvet skirt 
and cause some major texture envy.

Layer under shirts and blouses:  A roll-neck 
layered underneath a printed shirt or jumper 
adds an unexpected edge. If you’re feeling 

classy, ruffled Victorian blouses are a big trend, 
and they look striking when unbuttoned and 
layered over a colorful turtleneck. 

You can even work a turtleneck silhouette 
into your layering game this season by 
throwing a cropped turtleneck sweater over a 
long button-down tunic.

Layer with embellished sweaters: Turtlenecks 
have had an upgrade in 2017, and you will find 
many adorned with ribbons, ties and fluted 
statement sleeves. Say, you have a beautiful 
turtleneck with balloon Victorian sleeves, the 
sleeves are the focal point and you’ll want to 
keep the rest of your ensemble simple. 

Layer with outerwear: Ditch your statement 
coats for a turtleneck layered underneath 
two jackets will keep you toasty. Or layer two 
sweaters: a thin turtleneck underneath with a 
patterned crewneck on top for a chic effect. 
Looking to follow the oversized trend, pair 
your turtleneck with an oversized jacket to add 
more volume and dimension to any outfit.

Layer with sleek pants: Tie together a tailored 
look with a thin turtleneck tucked into a pair of 
pixie pants, or use a colorful one to brighten up 
dark culotte pants. 

   Trendy
turtlenecks 
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In recent years, fake news and other 
misinformation, online propaganda, and 

satirical content people believe to be true have 
filled the web via search engines and social 
media. This has resulted in people beginning to 
question the veracity of news organizations and 
the quality of their coverage.

Now, a nonpartisan effort called The Trust 
Project is working to address this situation by 
helping online users distinguish between reliable 
journalism and promotional content or 
misinformation.  A key part of that effort 
is something called ‘Trust Indicators’ 
that offer easy-to-access, transparent 
information about a news organization’s 
ethics and practices. 

The ‘Trust Indicators’ provide search 
engines and social media platforms 
the consistent technical standards 
they need to surface quality news. 
Technology partners of the Trust 
Project include among others, Google, 
Facebook, Bing and Twitter.

Facebook launched these 
indicators last week. Here is how 
it will work. On Facebook an icon will 
appear next to articles in the News 
Feed. When you click on this icon, you 
can read information the publisher has shared 
related to their organization’s ethics and other 
standards, the journalists’ backgrounds, and 
how the organization does its work.

On Google, the Trust Indicators will appear 
within Google News, Google Search, and in 
other Google products where news is found, 
the company explained in a blog post. However, 
Google says it is still determining how exactly 
the Indicators will be displayed.

The Trust Project itself was started by 
journalist Sally Lehrman of Santa Clara 
University’s Markkula Center for Applied 

Ethics, and is funded by Craigslist founder Craig 
Newmark’s Philanthropic Fund, Google, the 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, the 
Democracy Fund, and the Markkula Foundation.

“In today’s digitized and socially networked 
world, it’s harder than ever to tell what’s 
accurate reporting, advertising, or even 
misinformation,” Ms. Lehrman said, in a 
statement. “An increasingly skeptical public 

wants to know the expertise, enterprise and 
ethics behind a news story. The Trust Indicators 
put tools into people’s hands, giving them the 
means to assess whether news comes from a 
credible source they can depend on.”

Specifically, The Trust Project has released 
eight Trust Indicators created by leaders from 
over 75 news organizations that will offer 
additional transparency about an organization’s 
ethics and practices.

The indicators are: Best Practices: What Are 
Your Standards? Who funds the news outlet? 

What is the outlet’s mission? Plus commitments 
to ethics, diverse voices, accuracy, making 
corrections and other standards.

Author Expertise: Who Reported This? Details 
about the journalist who wrote the story, 
including expertise and other stories they have 
worked on.

Type of Work: What Is This? Labels to 
distinguish opinion, analysis and advertiser (or 

sponsored) content from news reports.

Citations and References: For 
investigative or in-depth stories, 
greater access to the sources behind 
the facts and assertions.

Methods:  Also for in-depth stories, 
information about why reporters 
chose to pursue a story and how they 
went about the process.

Locally Sourced? Allows people to 
know when the story has local origin or 

expertise.

Diverse Voices: A newsroom’s efforts to bring 
in diverse perspectives.

Actionable Feedback: A newsroom’s efforts 
to engage the public’s help in setting coverage 
priorities, contributing to the reporting process, 
ensuring accuracy and other areas.

The first news organizations to adopt the 
Trust Indicators are going live this month, 
including The German press agency dpa, The 
Economist, The Globe and Mail, the Independent 
Journal Review, Mic, Italy’s La Repubblica and 
La Stampa, Trinity Mirror and The Washington 
Post.  Several more outlets are expected to 
adopt these indicators in the coming months.

The Trust Project, increasing transparency of news

Wi-Fi on some 
international flights is 

about to get much better

Several major international airlines have 
announced plans to significantly improve 

Wi-Fi connectivity on their flights.
First, Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific Airlines 

and its subsidiary, Cathay Dragon, announced 
the selection of Gogo’s satellite-based 2Ku 
inflight connectivity for its Airbus A330 and 
Boeing 777 aircraft. The service is expected to 
go live mid-2018.

Meanwhile, Emirates Airline said it would 
be partnering with Thales to install satellite 
broadband Wi-Fi with speeds of up to 50Mbps 
on its Boeing 777X fleet. That would be an 
order of magnitude faster than Wi-Fi that is 
available in most flights today.

Domestic carriers in the US have made 
their own in-roads. JetBlue announced in 
January that it had completed its rollout of 
Fly-Fi, its free high-speed internet service, to 
its entire fleet of planes. And in October, Delta 
Air Lines began offering free access to in-flight 
internet for customers to access iMessage, 
WhatsApp, and Facebook Messenger on any 
flight with Gogo Wi-Fi. But since most in-flight 
Wi-Fi speeds cannot support high bandwidth 
activities like video streaming or photo 
sharing, third parties like Netflix are looking to 
get in the mix. 

Fake news, which has generally been 
associated with the political sphere where 

it is usually executed for ideological purposes, 
has now apparently taken on commercial 
dimensions. New research by digital risk 
monitoring firm, Digital Shadows, reveals 
that the sales of toolkits and services aimed 
specifically at causing financial and reputational 
damage for companies, is a growing trend 
among criminals.

One instance of such nefarious activity is the 
growth on the dark web of so-called ‘Pump and 
Dump’ services. The service works by gradually 
purchasing major shares in altcoin (crypto-
currencies other than Bitcoin) and drumming 
up interest in the coin through posts on social 
media. The tool then trades these coins between 
its multiple accounts, driving the price up, 
before selling these to unsuspecting traders on 
currency exchanges looking to buy while share 
prices are still rising. An analysis of the bitcoin 
wallet of one such popular service noted that 
it received the equivalent of $326,000 from 
criminals in less than two months. 

Similarly, Digital Shadows identified over ten 
services that allow user to download software, 
which controls the activities of social media 

bots. These work by controlling large numbers of 
bots — armies of computers that the individuals 
control — to post on specific types of forums on 
different topics. 

Unsurprisingly, media organizations are a 
particular target of purveyors of fake news. 
Digital Shadows analyzed the top 40 global 
news websites and checked over 85,000 
possible variations on their domain. In doing so, 
it discovered some 2,858 live spoof domains. 
Simply by altering characters on a domain and 
by using cloning services it is possible to create 
a fake website of a legitimate news organization 
that looks realistic. Retailers too were prime 
targets. One managed service offers ‘Amazon 
ranking, reviews, votes, listing optimization and 
selling promotions’ with pricing ranging from $5 
for an unverified review, $10 for a verified review, 
to a $500 monthly retainer. 

Organizations should proactively monitor for 
the registration of malicious domains and have 
a defined process of dealing with infringements 
when they occur. They should also monitor 
social media platforms for brand mentions and 
seek to detect the ‘bots’ through the content 
being posted, and the number of friends and 
followers.

Fake news being offered ‘as a service’




