
Staff Report

The world is faced today with the challenge of 
coming together to plan and take tangible 

action in order to fulfill the planet’s common 
destiny, which is at risk from climate change. 
Whether we can we unite behind a common 
strategy should be a mute point at this stage, for 
there is no plan B, as there is no planet B.

On 12 December, two years to the day after 
the historic Paris Agreement on Climate Change 
was concluded in 2015, Paris was once again the 
venue for a ‘One Planet Summit’. 

The summit, hosted by French President 
Emmanuel Macron, brought together 
leaders, administrators, non-governmental 
organizations, civil society and ordinary 
people from around the world, in a bid to 
provide new tangible responses to mitigating 
climate change.

A main focus of the event was to determine 
how those working in public and private finance 
can innovate to support and accelerate the 
global community’s common efforts to fight 

climate change. The three main aims of the 
summit were, to take tangible and collective 
action both globally and locally; to innovate 
through creative and resourceful ways to adapt 
systems to the inevitable changes and step up 
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 
to support each other, especially the most 

vulnerable, in the common fight against global 
warming and its consequences.

Less than a week after the One Planet 
Summit, China announced its long-anticipated 
carbon cap-and-trade scheme. The last fortnight 
of the year also witnessed a flurry of activity as 
other countries announced innovative initiatives 

aimed at mitigating climate change. Here we 
look at some of these initiatives.

China: In mid-December, Chinese officials 
provided updates on the country’s long-
anticipated carbon cap-and-trade scheme, 
which aspires to be the biggest in the world. 
During a briefing in Beijing, Zhang Yong, Vice 
Chairman of National Development and Reform 
Commission announced that the carbon market 
will initially involve only the power sector, 
contrary to previous plans to include China’s 
8 biggest industries: electricity, chemicals, 
petrochemicals, construction, steel, nonferrous 
metals, paper, and aviation.

Due to a lack of accurate emissions data, the 
scope was narrowed down to only include power 
companies where emissions information is 
easier to collect. However, the country’s carbon 
market will still be bigger than the European 
Union’s equivalent. It will cover approximately 4 
billion metric tons of emissions with more than 
1,700 companies participating.
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The latest Oil and Gas Construction 
Analytics report by BNC Network, 

has found that the combined value 
of the 361 active oil and gas projects 
in the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) bloc exceeded US$331 
billion in November 2017.

The total value of construction 
projects in the hydrocarbon sector — 
which represents 30 percent of the 
GCC economy and 60 percent of the 
total exports value — constituted 2 
percent of all active projects in the 
region and accounted for 14 percent of 
total estimated value.

“In the third quarter of 2017, there 
were 17 projects with a combined 
estimated value of $22.05 billion 
announced in the GCC’s oil and gas 
sector,” said BNC, which specializes in 
analyzing countries and industries in 
the Middle-East from a construction 
perspective. The construction update 
comes at a time when the average oil 
price has recovered to $51.82 per barrel 
year-to-date in 2017, from the 13-year 
lowest average price per barrel of $42.55 
in 2016; but this is less than half of the 
$111.63 per barrel recorded in 2012.

The report added that the number 

of oil and gas projects in the GCC 
increased by 6 percent in Q3 compared 
to the previous quarter while the total 
estimated value of these projects 
increased by 5 percent. A total of 10 
oil and gas projects with a combined 
estimated value of $5.6 billion moved to 
construction from other stages during 
the third quarter of 2017. Meanwhile, 
a total of 15 oil and gas projects with 
a combined estimated value of $9.9 
billion were completed during the third 
quarter of 2017. The largest contract 
awarded in the third quarter was phase 
1 of Duqm Refinery and Petrochemical 
Complex located in Oman worth $2.75 
billion, the report noted.

Avin Gidwani, CEO of BNC Network, 
said: “The renewed optimism in the 
global economy and a slight increase 
in demand are reflected in the latest 
analytics by BNC Network. 

This also reflects that GCC 
governments are determined to 
invest more in hydrocarbon projects 
to increase output and exports of 
oil and gas products to fuel the 
global economic growth that is set 
to accelerate further in the next 
few years. 

Oil and gas projects dominate construction activity in GCC

Continued from Page 1

The carbon cap-and-trade 
scheme will allow the biggest 
corporate polluters to buy credits 
from companies that do not emit all 
their carbon allocation credits. This 
way, companies will be encouraged 
to reduce emissions in order to sell 
unused carbon credits. For now, 
only companies that emit more than 
26,000 tons of carbon per year will 
be included in the market, although, 
the threshold will decrease in the 
future. The ultimate goal is to cover 
more than 7,000 companies, which 
in total emit more than 3 billion 
tonnes of greenhouse gases. If this 
goal is met, it will turn the Chinese 
carbon market into the biggest in 
the world. Currently, the program is 
focusing on cutting emissions from 
coal-fired power plants to encourage 
power companies to accelerate the 
shift from coal to natural gas and 
renewable energy sources.

France: France has taken another 
bold step towards combatting 
climate change by passing legislation 
to end all oil and gas exploration 
and production by 2040. It will also 
ensure that no new exploration 
permits are granted within French 
territories from now.

While the nation is not a major 
oil producer, exploiting only 61,000 

barrels a day, the move is seen 
as an important signal to other 
nations to make the transition away 
from exploiting hydrocarbons. The 
United States is the current leading 
nation for petroleum production, 
moving almost 15 million barrels 
per day, followed by Saudi Arabia 
at 12 million barrels and Russia at11 
million barrels per day.

Commenting on the move, 
French Environment Minister 
Nicolas Hulot said on 20 December 
that the legislation means, “current 
generations can take care of future 
generations”. In September, he 
commented that the move will 
“allow us to progressively free 
ourselves…It will allow investors to 
go much further in their renewable 
investments. Currently oil and gas 
leave us dependent on geopolitics”.

Germany: New data has shown 
that renewable energy provided 
one-third of Germany’s electricity 
this year, with wind energy becoming 
the third largest electricity source 
surpassing natural gas and nuclear 
energy. 

On 21 December, the Association 
of Energy and Water Industries 
(BDEW) published its preliminary 
calculations for 2017, where it 
revealed that renewable electricity 
generation grew to a record 33 
percent, contrary to the 29 percent 

share in 2016.
In addition, the gap between coal 

and renewables in Germany’s power 
production fell from 11 to under 
4 percentage points in just one 
year. According to the association’s 
calculations, the share of coal in the 
country’s electricity generation mix 
fell from 40.3 percent in 2016 to 37 
percent in 2017. 

“The reduction of coal-fired 
power production is in full swing”, 
Stefan Kapferer, Chairman of the 
BDEW told journalists in Berlin, 
stressing that the declining trend 
is certain to continue over the 
next years as “nobody is investing 
in hard coal plants any longer”. 
According to current figures from 
the Federal Network Agency, six 
coal-fired power plants were shut 
down in 2017. However, he warned 
that if policymakers do not invest 
drastically in renewable energy 
generation and low-emission natural 
gas power plants, the phasing out of 
coal and lignite power plants will 
create a steep shortfall of available 
energy in 2023.

Finally, he warned that the 
transportation sector needs to 
increase its contribution to the 
national emissions reduction 
targets, stating that if Germany fails 
to meet its 2020 goals, the transport 
sector would be the “the main 
culprit”.

New Year brings thrust to Climate Change fight
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January 24: The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) Istanbul Cooperation 
Initiative (ICI) Regional Center opened in Kuwait 
at the Mishref Diplomatic Area.

February 2: Kuwaiti embassy in Jordan handed 
in donation of USD two million to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).

February 9: His Highness the Amir patronized 
the ‘Thank you to the coalition countries’ 
festival at Al-Shaheed park to mark the 56th 
Anniversary of Kuwait’s Independence Day and 
the 26th Anniversary of the Liberation Day.

March 6: On the occasion of Kuwait’s University 

golden jubilee the university granted His 
Highness the Amir the honorary doctorate for 
his major national, Islamic and international 
accomplishments at political, economic, social 
and humanitarian levels.

March 6: The Communication and Information 
Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA) 
and Huawei Company signed memorandum 
of understanding to develop Communication 
Industry in the country.

March 20: Representing His Highness the 
Amir, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and 
Acting Information Minister Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah Al-Sabah announced Kuwait’s 
pledge of US$5 million for a fresh fund for the 
protection of heritage in conflict zones during 
conference in Paris.

April 25: Kuwait announced the allocation of 
US$100 million to support humanitarian needs 
in Yemen during the conference of Yemen 
Humanitarian Response Plan 2017, held in 
Geneva.

May 9: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
paid a visit to the State of Kuwait during which 
he joined His Highness the Amir in laying the 

cornerstone of the new terminal at Kuwait 
International Airport.

2017 - Major events in Kuwait
Kuwait and the region were witness to many major events that dominated the news throughout 2017. As 

the year draws to a close, we look at some of the momentous events that took place in Kuwait.

January 30: His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah patronized and attended 
the launch of His Highness the Amir-
envisioned New Kuwait 2035.

April 26: His Highness the Amir patronized 
and attended the opening ceremony of Al-
Ahmadi Hospital.
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May 15: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah patronized and 
attended the opening ceremony of ‘Kuwait 
Capital for Arab Youth 2017’, and honored 
the winners of Kuwait Youth Excellence and 
Creativity Award, at Bayan Palace Theater.

May 21: His Highness the Amir delivered a 
speech before the Arab-Islamic-American 
Summit in the Saudi capital city of Riyadh.

May 24: KNPC signed a USD 6.25 billion loan 
agreement with seven export credit agencies for 
financing the clean fuel project.

May 29: Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Science (KFAS) signed two 
agreements, worth US$ 6 million, with the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to educate 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon and Jordan.

June 2: The State of Kuwait won a non-
permanent seat at the United Nations Security 
Council for two years as of January 2018.

June 6: In a bid to de-escalate the rising tension 
between Qatar and its GCC neighbors, as well 
as Egypt, His Highness the Amir held talks in 
Jeddah with Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz. 
This was followed by visits to the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar, where His Highness met 
with leaders of both countries.

June 12: Kuwait chaired the Executive Board of 
the World Food Program (WFP) for the current 
annual session, for the first time.

June 24: Minister of Health Jamal Al-Harbi 
inaugurated a unit for cancer treatment using 
stem cells transplant at the National Bank of 
Kuwait Pediatric Hospital.

June 28: Kuwait won a two-year membership in 
the executive council of the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC-
UNESCO) during the 29th Session in Geneva.

July 23: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received EU 
foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini, as 
part of diplomatic efforts aimed to resolve 
the Gulf crisis. 

August 17: Kuwait donated a sum of US$2.2 
million to the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA), as part of its annual financial aid to 
support the Palestinian people.

August 27: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on 
occasion of his visit to Kuwait.

September 6: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC) and US Chemical Company (DOW) signed 
a memorandum of understanding in mutual 
petrochemical industry and investment in the US.

September 7: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah delivered a 
speech during a joint news conference with US 
President Donald Trump at the White House.

September 17: His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
arrived in New York to chair a Kuwaiti delegation 
to the 72nd Regular Session of the UN General 
Assembly.

September 18: KNPC and Kuwait Petroleum 
International signed a USD 4.2 million contract 
for obtaining oils.

September 20: Representative of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, delivered 
Kuwait’s speech before the 72nd session of UN 
General Assembly in New York.

October 9: The Cabinet agreed on dissolving 
the Municipal Council and forming an interim 
undertaker body to assume its duties.

October 24: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah inaugurated 
the second session of the 15th legislative term.

October 30: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah signed a 
decree accepting the resignation of His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah’s Cabinet.

November 2: At least five Kuwaiti citizens 
were killed and 13 others injured during a road 

LOCAL

December 22: His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
opens Gulf 23 Football Tournament at 
Jaber International Stadium.

accident while visiting the southern Iraqi city of 
Karbala.

November 9: The UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics (UIS) chose Kuwait to occupy the Arab 
seat at the institute’s board of directors, on the 
sidelines of the 39th session of UNESCO general 
conference in Paris.

November 12: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, on the 
occasion of his official visit to the country and 
the two leaders inaugurated the international 
conference on suffering of child Palestinian.

November 21: Kuwait donated US$1 million to 
victims of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, which hit 
the Caribbean Sea region back in September.

December 5: His Highness the Amir opened the 
38th Summit of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in Kuwait.

December 7: His Highness the Prime Minister 

sponsored and attended the launch of Al-Zour 
Oil Complex projects.

December 9: Kuwait handed over a US$5 
million donation to the UN Palestinian Refugees 
Agency.
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As they celebrate Christmas, Germans are 
also remembering the dead from last 

year’s attack on a Berlin Christmas market by 
a migrant who had been denied asylum. That 
incident fanned the flames of public sentiment 
against immigration, and probably played a role 
in Chancellor Angela Merkel’s stunning failure 
to form a new a coalition government after 
the federal election in September. Within the 
German electorate, there are widespread fears 
that another wave of migrants like the influx 
two years ago will deluge the country.

But the facts on the ground have changed 
dramatically. On November 15, 2015, a migration 
command center in the German Foreign 
Ministry on Werderscher Markt in Berlin was 
tracking refugee flows at every potential border 
crossing on the route from Greece to Germany. 
Eventually, of 12 million displaced Syrians, one 
million arrived in Europe. And despite a massive 
response from the German government and 
members of the public, many asylum-seekers 
ended up sleeping on the streets and in railway 

stations. At the time, there were rumors of 
a migrant-fueled crime wave sweeping the 
country, though later research found little 
increase in crime along migration routes.

Two year later, much has changed. The 
German bureaucratic engine has been firing 
on all cylinders to process asylum claims and 
facilitate integration. Of 700,000 asylum 
applications in 2016, almost 300,000 were 

denied, and those people are waiting to be 
returned to their countries of origin. Greece, the 
first stop in the European Union for refugees 
from the Middle East, has started to close some 
refugee camps, after granting asylum to around 
50,000 people. And even Italy, the first EU port 
of call for African migrants, is now experiencing 
a decline in asylum applications.

Turkey, meanwhile, has stuck to its deal 
with the EU, whereby it receives financial 
aid in exchange for taking in Syrian refugees. 
Before the deal entered into effect in March 
2016, Turkey’s government had been actively 
encouraging migrants and refugees to continue 
to Europe; now, it is integrating refugees into 
Turkish society, and even trying to prevent high-
skilled migrants from leaving. Accordingly, the 
European Commission announced this month 
that it would provide another €700 million 
($830 million) in aid to Turkey.

The situation has also improved in Northern 
Iraq (Iraqi Kurdistan). Previously, the Syrian civil 
war and the rise of the Islamic State (ISIS) had 
displaced three million Iraqis and hundreds of 
thousands of Syrian 
Kurds. But now that 
ISIS has been defeated 
militarily and its 
territory reclaimed, 
refugee Kurds have a 
choice of either staying 
in Iraq or returning 
to Syria. Internally 
displaced Iraqis, on 
the other hand, are 
expected to return to 
whatever remains of 
their cities and homes 
— a process that has 
been accelerated by the Iraqi Kurds’ renewed 
push for independence this year.

Against this backdrop of relatively improved 
conditions, Lebanon stands out as an exception. 
Although Lebanon has a population of just 
four million people, it is now host to more 
than 1.5 million Syrian refugees. The result is 
a growing sense of refugee fatigue, which is 
threatening to destabilize the country’s fragile 
multi-confessional power-sharing arrangement. 
Already, the government’s rhetoric has started to 
focus on returning refugees to Syria, rather than 
on determining how best to provide for them.

As for the refugees themselves, many are 
visible in the streets of Beirut, the capital, but 
most are stuck in camps or temporary host 
communities, and lack adequate access to health 
care and schooling. And even when refugees 
are accommodated by schools and universities, 
they have limited employment prospects after 
graduating. Another lost generation is coming 
of age in a country that has long been riven by 

bungled integration efforts. Making matters 
worse, following the resignation and return 
of Prime Minister Saad Hariri, Lebanon is now 
experiencing a political crisis that has raised the 
specter of a return to civil war.

So, what can be done? Neighboring Jordan 
may offer one model to follow. Rather than 
integrating refugees, Jordan has until recently 
kept them largely confined along the Syrian 
border. At first, this left refugees with little 
access to education or labor markets. 

But, thanks to concerted efforts by the 
international community and funding from the 
EU, there are now several programs in place to 
stimulate investment, encourage companies 
to hire refugees, and create special economic 
zones on the border. The idea is that by spurring 
economic activity on the border, Syrian refugee 
communities and businesses can start to 
develop the capacity needed to rebuild post-
war Syria when the time comes. It is too soon to 
evaluate the full impact of these measures, but 
they are promising nonetheless. But Europe, for 
its part, must do far more than provide funding. 

The failure of European 
governments to manage 
the sudden influx of 
refugees in 2015 has 
fueled populism and 
intolerance in previously 
open societies.

True, this failure was 
partly due to genuine 
constraints, particularly 
in health-care and 
education systems. 
But it also reflected 
poor preparation, a 
lack of coordination, 

and insufficient investment. The refugee 
crisis is fundamentally a systemic challenge, 
because developments in one country can 
affect many other countries. As such, the crisis 
demands an EU-level and, indeed, a global 
response. Fortunately, for the first time since 
Syria’s civil war began, there is hope that the 
EU might muster an effective joint approach 
to the problem. In a wide-ranging speech at 
the Sorbonne in September, French President 
Emmanuel Macron injected new energy into 
EU policymaking in this area. And, inspired by 
the Jordanian model, EU policymakers can now 
begin to develop a more coherent, evidence-
based migration policy.

 Of course, much will depend on Germany. 
One hopes that its leaders will not let whipped-
up sentiments about migration torpedo a 
coalition agreement. They must recognize that 
German leadership in the EU and on the world 
stage is crucial for managing the migration 
challenge, not least in Germany itself.

FOCUS

SAUDI ARABIA|BAHRAIN|QATAR|OMAN|UAE|KUWAIT|INDIA

SHIFA

Working Hours 7am to 12 midnight
We accept all major insurance cards

÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷

Diabetology & Internal Medicine
Ob & Gynaecology
Paediatric
Dermatology & Cosmetology
Orthopedic surgeon
ENT
Ophthalmology
General Medicine
Dental
Physiotherapy
X-ray & Ultrasonography
Laboratory
Pharmacy

Farwaniya - Fahaheel
Healing Hands & Loving Care.....

SA

÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷
÷

Farwaniya -  Opp.Police station & Co operative Society - Tel:24 76 88 64
info@shifaaljazeera.com.kw - www.shifaaljazeeracom.kw

info@alnahilclinic.com -www.alnahilclinic.com - info@shifaaljazeera.com.kw 
Jleeb Al Shuyoukh,(Abbassiya) - Khalid hiqab Al ashhab st.Tel:24 34 70 90

Fahaheel - Mecca Street-Near Roundabout - Life Tower - Tel:239 19 020 
info@fh.shifaaljazeera.com.kw - www.shifaaljazeeracom.kw

The House of Total Health Care......

Fahaheel:   +965 65 95 95 34

Farwaniya: +965 24 73 40 00

Abbassiya:  +965 60 05 74 77

Contact us

HOTLINE

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Erik Berglöf 
Director of the Institute of Global Affairs at the 
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Evolution of the Refugee Crisis 

Although Lebanon has a population 
of just four million people, it is now 
host to more than 1.5 million Syrian 

refugees. The result is a growing 
sense of refugee fatigue, which 
is threatening to destabilize the 

country’s fragile multi-confessional 
power-sharing arrangement.
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As Christmas passes and New Year 
approaches, the United Kingdom 

is accelerating the rollout of a social 
security scheme only Ebenezer 
Scrooge could love. The ‘universal 
credit’ program replaces six different 
welfare benefits — such as the child 
tax credit and the housing benefit — 
with one. The goal is to incentivize 
employment, and to create an online 
system that is easier to use.

That is the idea, anyway. 
Unfortunately, the new system’s 
rollout has been rocky. A minimum 
42-day wait for the first payment 
has meant that some families have 
been left penniless for as long as six 
weeks. When money has arrived, 
many recipients have found that their 
benefits have been reduced. And in 
areas where universal credit has been 
widely implemented, referrals to food 
banks are increasing, as are evictions.

But, for all the dramatic headlines, 
there is a deeper, unreported problem 
with the UK’s welfare reform: rather 
than reduce poverty, it could actually 
exacerbate it.

In their pioneering 2013 book 
Scarcity: Why Having Too Little 
Means So Much, Harvard’s Sendhil 
Mullainathan and Eldar Shafir of 
Princeton University examined the 
conditions under which people make 
decisions regarding how they manage 
their jobs, families, and lives. Their 
study holds two lessons that should 
be considered in evaluating the latest 
overhaul of the UK’s welfare system.

The first lesson is that people, 
both rich and poor, often make bad 
choices when they lack a key resource, 
like money or time. For example, 
ruinously expensive ‘payday loans’ 
can be appealing to cash-strapped 
borrowers, even if the terms of these 
loans tend to push people deeper 

into debt. This is not because people 
lack education. In controlled studies, 
Mullainathan and Shafir asked 
Princeton University students to play 
a timed computer game in which 
they were given the opportunity to 
‘borrow’ extra seconds, even though 
doing so would mean forfeiting 
double the number of seconds from 
their overall time. Many took the 
opportunity, leading Mullainathan 
and Shafir to conclude that poor 
decisions can result from conditions 
of scarcity and stress.

Britain’s latest welfare reforms 
will push many recipients into a 
similar calculus, given that many 
of the poor have had their support 
reduced. This was not the original 
goal of the ‘universal credit’ system, 
but a government seeking to cut 
spending found slashing welfare to be 
irresistible. The result is a system that 
is £3 billion ($4 billion) less generous 
than the system it replaces.

It is estimated that some 1.1 million 
two-parent families will lose an 
average of £2,770 ($3,700) per year, 
while working single parents will lose 
an average of £1,350 ($1,800) per year. 
These reductions in benefits are likely 

to perpetuate a cycle of bad planning 
and decision-making. It is a vicious 
cycle; the more the poor are deprived 
of resources, the more damaging their 
decisions can become.

A second lesson from Shafir and 
Mullainathan applies to the limits of 
human ‘bandwidth’. We all know that 
drivers using mobile phones are far 
more likely to have accidents, or that 

students using laptops during lectures 
learn less. If people’s brainpower is 
distracted by a pressing concern, they 
perform worse in problem-solving 
situations.

Britain’s benefit system operates 
in a similar fashion; it is a voracious 
consumer of bandwidth. For example, 
the predecessor to the universal credit 
scheme, the Welfare Reform Act of 

2012, created caps to local housing 
allowances and total benefits, and 
under-occupancy penalties. Disability 
benefits and eligibility tests were also 
dramatically changed. And all of these 
‘improvements’ followed dozens of 
other changes, creating a maelstrom 
of bureaucracy that strained 
bandwidth and tested resolve.

Now come the new changes, 

which, in effect, create debilitating 
distractions for beneficiaries, forcing 
the poor to spend even more mental 
energy navigating yet another system, 
with new rules and procedures. This is 
akin to forcing people to use mobile 
phones every time they drive. It is 
unclear how parents and workers 
navigating a system intended to ‘make 
work pay’ are supposed to perform 

either role well.
Britain’s new program was 

championed as a way to reduce costs 
and incentivize better decisions, 
thereby moving more people into 
work and reducing benefit claims. 
But, so far, there is little evidence to 
support this rosy scenario.

By reducing benefits received by 
the poor, the government is ensuring 
that scarcity surges and poor 
decisions multiply. And by changing 
the system frequently and making it 
more complicated to access, Britain’s 
leaders are also forcing the poor to 
consume more mental bandwidth. 
Taken together, these factors are 
leaving welfare recipients worse off.

Policymakers should read 
Mullainathan and Shafir, and consider 
how their research could be applied 
to future welfare reforms. The goal 
should be benefits that are generous 
and stable enough to let people focus 
on finding work, while also helping 
their children with homework and 
looking after their own health. That 
type of system is possible to create. 
The alternative is a system that places 
additional burdens on those least able 
to bear them.

VIEWPOINT

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Ngaire Woods  
Founding Dean of the Blavatnik School 
of Government at the University of 
Oxford 

When Welfare Sabotages Lives 
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This Christmas, America’s gift to the world 
was a $285 million cut in the United 

Nations’ regular budget. Technically, the UN 
regular budget reflects a consensus decision 
of the body’s 193 member states, but the 
United States was clearly the prime mover in 
pushing for the cut. Indeed, Nikki Haley, the 
US ambassador to the UN, accompanied the 
Christmas Eve announcement with a warning 
that the US would be on the lookout for further 
reductions.

Ebenezer Scrooge could not have done 
better. The budget cuts will make it that much 
harder for UN agencies to prevent wars, help 
millions of people displaced by conflicts, feed 
and clothe hungry children, fight emerging 

diseases, provide safe water and sanitation, and 
promote access to education and health care 
for the poor.

President Donald Trump and Haley make 
much of the bloated costs of UN operations, 
and there certainly is room for some trimming. 
But the world receives an astounding return 

on its investments in the UN, and member 
countries should be investing far more, not less, 
in its organizations and programs.

Consider the sums. The UN regular budget 
for the two-year period 2018-2019 will stand 
at around $5.3 billion, $285 million less than 
the 2016-2017 budget. Annual spending will 
be around $2.7 billion. The US share will be 
22 percent, or around $580 million per year, 
equivalent to around $1.80 per American per 
year.

What will Americans get for their $1.80 per 
year? For starters, the UN regular budget includes 
the operations of the General Assembly, the 
Security Council, and the Secretariat (including 
the Secretary-General’s office, the Department 
for Economic and Social Affairs, the Department 
of Political Affairs, and administrative staff). 
When a dire threat to peace arises, such as the 
current standoff between the US and North 
Korea, it is the UN’s Department of Political 
Affairs that often facilitates vital, behind-the-
scenes diplomacy.

In addition, the UN regular budget includes 
allocations for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
the UN Development Program, the World Health 
Organization, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, the UN’s regional bodies (for Asia, Africa, 
Europe, Latin America), the UN Environment 
Program, the Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (for disaster response), 
the World Meteorological Organization, the 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime, UN Women 
(for women’s rights), and many other agencies, 
each specializing in global responses to crises, 
conflicts, poverty, displacement, environmental 
hazards, diseases, or other public needs.

Many of the UN organizations receive 
additional ‘voluntary’ contributions from 
individual countries interested in supporting 
specialized initiatives by agencies such as UNICEF 
and the World Health Organization. After all, 
those agencies have a unique global mandate 
and political legitimacy, and the capacity to 
operate in all parts of the world.

The silliness of the US attack on the size of 
the UN budget is best seen by comparing it to 
the Pentagon’s budget. The US currently spends 
around $700 billion per year on defense, or 
roughly $2 billion per day. 

Thus, the total annual UN regular budget 
amounts to around one day and nine hours of 
US military spending. The US share of the UN 
regular budget equals roughly seven hours of 
Pentagon spending. Some waste.

Trump and Haley are squeezing the UN budget 
for three reasons. The first is to play to Trump’s 

political base. Most Americans recognize the 
enormous value of the UN and support it, but 
the right-wing fringe among Republican voters 
views the UN as an affront to the US. A 2016 
Pew Survey put US public approval of the UN 
at 64 percent, with just 29 percent viewing it 
unfavorably. Yet the Texas Republican Party, 
for example, has repeatedly called on the US to 
leave the UN.

The second reason is to save on wasteful 
programs, which is necessary in any ongoing 
organization. The mistake is to slash the overall 
budget, rather than reallocate funds and 
increase outlays on vitally needed programs that 
fight hunger and disease, educate children, and 
prevent conflicts.

The third, and most dangerous reason 
for cutting the UN’s budget is to weaken 
multi-lateralism in the name of American 
“sovereignty.” America is sovereign, Trump and 
Haley insist, and therefore can do what it wants, 
regardless of opposition by the UN or any other 
group of countries.

In her recent speech to the UN General 
Assembly session on Jerusalem, where member 
states overwhelmingly rejected America’s 
unilateral recognition of Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel, Haley told the rest of the world: 
“America will put our embassy in Jerusalem. That 
is what the American people want us to do, and 
it is the right thing to do. No vote in the United 
Nations will make any difference on that.”

This approach to sovereignty is exceedingly 
risky. Most obviously, it repudiates international 
law. In the case of Jerusalem, resolutions adopted 
by the General Assembly and the Security 
Council have repeatedly declared the final status 
of Jerusalem to be a matter of international law. 
By brazenly proclaiming the right to override 
international law, the US threatens the edifice of 
international cooperation under the UN Charter.

Yet another grave danger is to the US 
itself. When America stops listening to other 
countries, its vast military power and arrogance 
often lead to self-inflicted disasters. America 
‘Firsters’ like Trump and Haley bristle when 
other countries oppose US foreign policy; but 
these other countries are usually giving good 
and frank advice that the US would be wise to 
heed. The Security Council’s opposition to the 
US-led war in Iraq in 2003, for example, wasn’t 
intended to weaken America, but to protect it, 
Iraq, and indeed the world, from America’s rage 
and blindness to the facts.

“Bah! Humbug!” said Scrooge. But Charles 
Dickens’s point was precisely that Scrooge was 
the great loser from his arrogance, miserliness, 
and insolence.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT
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Less than 25 years ago, Taiwan 
had a patchwork system of health 
insurance that included insurance 
provided for those who worked 
privately or for the government, 
or for trade associations involving 
farmers or fishermen. Out-of-
pocket payments were high, 
physicians practiced independently 
and most patients were less than 
happy with the system.

All that changed in early 1995 when the 
Taiwanese government selected Harvard professor 
of economics William Hsiao to head a task force 
assigned to revamp the country’s healthcare 
insurance system. The taskforce studied prevailing 

systems in various countries, including the United 
States, Canada, Britain, Canada, France, Germany, 
Japan and the United States, before choosing 
a ‘single-payer’ system that was effective and 
appropriate for the island nation.

Adopting a single-payer system like that 
of Medicare found in the US and Canada, and 
unlike the government-run system in Britain, 
led to several challenges in the initial phase. 
Although the country had been planning the 
change for years, its implementation was rapid 
following the establishment of democracy on 
the island in the 1990s. The system, including 
providers and hospitals, was caught somewhat 
off guard, and many felt that they had not been 
adequately prepared. The public, however, was 
much happier about the change.

Today, most hospitals in Taiwan remain 
privately owned, mostly nonprofit. Most 
physicians are still either salaried or self-
employed in practices, but the health insurance 
Taiwan provides is comprehensive. Both 

inpatient and outpatient care are covered, as 
well as dental care, over-the-counter drugs and 
traditional Chinese medicine.

The system adopted in Taiwan is not only 
much more thorough than Medicare is in 
the United States; access to it is also quite 
impressive. Patients can choose from pretty 
much any provider or therapy. Wait times are 
short, and patients can go straight to specialty 
care without a referral.

Premiums are paid for by the government, 
employers and employees. The share paid by 
each depends on income, with the poor paying a 
much smaller percentage than the wealthy.

Relative to the United States and some other 
countries, Taiwan devotes less of its economy to 
health care. In the early 2000s, it was spending 
5.4 percent of GDP, and by 2014 that number had 
risen to 6.2 percent. By comparison, countries in 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) spend on average more 
than 9 percent of GDP on health care, and the 

United States spends about twice that.
This is not to say the system is perfect. Taiwan 

has a growing physician shortage, and physicians 
complain about being paid too little to work 
too hard.Taiwan has an aging population and a 
low birthrate, which will push the total costs of 
care upward with a smaller base from which to 
collect tax revenue.

Taiwan has done a great job at treating many 
communicable diseases, but more chronic 
conditions are on the rise. These include cancer 
and cardiovascular and cerebrovascular disease, 
all of which are expensive to treat. Nevertheless 
for a country that spends relatively little on 
health care, Taiwan is accomplishing quite a lot.

Regardless of which insurance system is 
better, Taiwan’s revamp shows what is possible. 
It took just five years of planning and two 
years of legislative efforts to accomplish its 
transformation. That is less time than the United 
States has spent fighting over the Affordable 
Care Act, with much less to show for it.

INTERNATIONAL

Taiwan’s remarkable 
healthcare insurance revamp
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East African Community member states 
plan on collectively raising $55 billion to 

fund proposed flagship infrastructure projects 
designed to strengthen integration and boost 
socio-economic growth in the region.

Among the projects approved in a bid to 
further EAC bloc integration, development and 
connection are: The 1,443-km crude oil pipeline 
from Hoima in Uganda to Tanga in Tanzania, as 
well as the Hoima Oil Refinery in Uganda.

Construction of Mombasa - Nairobi - Malaba 
- Jinja Expressway linking cities in Kenya and 
Uganda Development of several airports and a 
unified upper Flight Information Region for EAC.

Other planned projects include construction 
of several standard gauge railway lines to link 
Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi and South 
Sudan; the construction of two hydropower 
projects that could benefit Tanzania, Burundi, 
Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo; 
the development of the LAPSSET economic 
corridor spanning Kenya, South Sudan and 
Ethiopia; as well as the development of Zanzibar 
Port in Tanzania.

Speaking at the regional fourth 
extraordinary sectoral council on transport, 
communication and meteorology (TCM) held 
in Arusha, Tanzania last week, Uganda’s State 

minister for Works and Transport, Aggrey 
Bagiire the chair of the committee said: 
“Infrastructure plays an important role in 
promoting regional integration. Henceforth 
we need to continuously enhance capacities 
of existing infrastructure to cope with future 
demands and to meet international standards 
and requirements.”

The council on TCM called for joint efforts 
between all stakeholders including Partner 
States, co-operating partners and the private 
sector in order to realize the huge financial 
investments required for infrastructure 
development in the bloc.

EAC to raise $55 billion for infrastructure projects

Nile X - Egypt’s First 

‘Indigenous’ Smartphone

Egypt becomes one of the world’s manufacturers of 
smartphones after unveiling an indigenous cell phone 

at the recent Cairo ICT trade fair.
The first ever cell phone made in Egypt was unveiled at 

the Cairo ICT fair which was held in early December.
During the fair, the minister of Communication and 

Information Technology, Yasser el-Kady presented the 
model to President Abdel Fatah el-Sisi. SICO Technology, 
a company affiliated to the country’s Ministry of 
Communication, manufactures the smartphone, branded 
Nilex. Nile X is not only 4G but comes with a number of 

features including, 13-megapixel 
dual camera, fingerprint sensor, 
4GB RAM, 64 GB storage, 5.7 HD 
display, and fast-charging feature. 
It runs on Android 7.0 Nougat.

The phone will be available in 
the market by end of December 
2017 according to Mohammed 
Salem, the Chairman of the Seiko 
Holdings. It is set to cost less than 
the imported phones of the same 

capacity at $112.4. According to Egypt Today, Nile X is made 
from 45 percent local components and is manufactured 
in a Seiko Technological factory in Assiut. SICO hopes to 
acquire 5 percent of the country’s mobile phone market 
within its first year of selling. It will have technical centers 
in various areas including Cairo, Giza, Alexandra, Sharkia, 
Luxor and Assiut.

According to Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology, the country had 98.2 million 
mobile phones users and 26.6m registered mobile internet 
users as at January 2017. There is no word yet on whether 
the Nile X smartphone will be available to the rest of 
Africa. The Cairo ICT fair is regarded as one of the biggest 
trade fairs that bring together different stakeholders in the 
information and technology sector. 2017 marks 21 years of 
the event. Apart from the smartphone, President el-Sisi also 
inaugurated new technological zones in Sadat-Menoufia 
and Assiut governorates and Egypt’s new e-Visa services. 
He stressed that supporting the youth and creating the 
appropriate ecosystem to support the technological 
innovation is one of the most important goals of Egypt.

Nhlanhla Mpati is tending 
his farm in Johannesburg, 

South Africa. Mpati is among a 
group of farmers in the country 
who are growing herbs and 
other crops on rooftops in 
urban cities.

He is part of project run 
by various organizations that 
wants to make more produce 
available in the inner city and 
provide jobs for entrepreneurs 
who want to farm but don’t 
have access to land.

Mpati grows basil and 
other herbs at the farm using 
a hydroponics system on top 
of the city’s Chamber of Mines 
building.

The technology allows one 
to grow crops using dissolved 
nutrient solutions in water 
instead of soil. It also helps 
farmers make use of limited 
spaces to grow crops.

“I’ve been growing basil 
for the past three years so I’m 
experienced with it but it was 
soil-based farming, nothing in 
hydroponics, this was my first 
grow and that’s why I chose 
basil. I knew how to grow the 
crop, it was very profitable and 
I knew I’d get a better price at 
market because it’s a crop that 
they’re currently struggling to 
get and that was validated with 
my first harvest,” said Mpati.

The plants are placed in 
pipes through which water 
and nutrients are pumped 
throughout the day.

Researchers say high food 
prices can be tackled through 
hydroponics, by making more 

food available locally instead of 
depending on produce coming 
in from farming regions.

About 100 buildings have 
already been identified where 
similar farms in the city will 
be set up. Mpati is able to 
produce over 100 kilograms of 
basil in 21 days. “For the current 
system we’re using is called 

NFT (Nutrient Film Technique) 
it’s a recycling water system. 
So I chose this specific system 
because it is a very efficient 
system when you’re growing 
vegetative crops; crops that 
produce a lot of leaf mass, 
like your basil, thyme, your 
rosemary, your mint, so you 
get a better yield, better 
quality.,” said Mpati. Some say 
hydroponics was used as far 
back as the Hanging Gardens 
of Babylon, one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world.

The program known as the 
Urban Agriculture Initiative 

was started by ‘Wouldn’t It 
Be Cool or (WIBC)’ a monitor-
ship and incubation outfit 
that offers advice and funding 
to young entrepreneurs from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, 
who have innovative ideas.

Dr. Michael Magondo is 
the head of Idea Sherpa at 
Wouldn’t It Be Cool.

“With this one of the 
things we were looking at was 
you know how do you create 
opportunities that create 
employment and we know 
agriculture is one of the biggest 
employers within the economy 
you know, but how do you bring 
agriculture to the city because 
the entrepreneurs we work with 
were predominantly around 
the city, here and in Pretoria. 
So we were looking at concepts 
about agriculture and slowly 
we started playing around with 
this idea and hydroponics the 
technology really opened up 

the opportunity to actually 
say you can do it, it doesn’t 
require a lot of effort and the 
technology exists it’s just 
bringing it into the right space 
and then creating a sustainable 
business model to allow those 
entities to be able to operate,” 
he said.

As land becomes scarce 
and water supplies dwindle, 
environmentalists are looking 
for more sustainable ways to 
produce food. Mpati sells his 
basil to restaurants like the 
city perk café where it’s used 
to prepare various meals and 
snacks. “We are also trying 
to get better quality food 
obviously at a good price as 
well, I think everyone in the 
market is in the same boat and 
as a keen restaurateur you’re 
always trying to improve the 
quality of your food, improve 
the quality of your produce. So 
when we heard about Nhlanhla 
and the hydroponics station on 
the roof that Chamber of Mines 
kind of gave them, we kind of 
hooked up straight away and we 
went and saw them. The beauty 
about hydroponics as you know 
is that it’s organic, pesticide-
free, there’s no hormones, 
there’s no preservatives, 
there’s no pesticides, nothing,” 
said city perk café owner, Alexi 
Lambropoulos.

Mpati is working on plans 
to expand his farm further and 
employ two workers to help 
as he exploits agribusiness 
opportunities cropping up in 
the city.

Farming on rooftops in urban South Africa

AFRICA
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With stunning sights and experiences 
just waiting to be explored, Argentina 
is an exotic canvas that is bound to 
satisfy travelers of varied interests, 
including culinary, cultural, nature 
treks, adventure and more. 

The country boasts of some of the most 
diverse topography in the world. From the 
highest peaks of the Andes to rich wetlands, 
deserts dotted with cacti, massive ice fields 
and arid steppes in Patagonia, cool lichen-clad 
Valdivian forests and Andean salt flats and much 
more. In addition to this, wildlife in the region 

that includes penguins, flamingos, capybaras 
to name a few, there is no limit to the natural 
wonder the region has to offer. 

Tourists are bound to be surrounded by 
parrillas (steak restaurants) everywhere they 
go, and in the land that perfected grilling 
wonderfully flavorful sides of beef, satisfying 
the carnal craving for juicy steaks is far from a 
challenge in Argentina.  

With a rich cultural portrait that gave the 
rest of the world the Tango and fútbol (soccer), 
the passion exuded by the local population 
is undeniably contagious. The distinctive 
Argentinean take on literature, cinema, music 
and arts, makes for a rich and edgy culture with 
both Latin American and European roots that 
you cannot help but be captivated by.

Buenos Aires: A lively city that at first appears 
to be a complex and concrete jungle, invites you 
in for a stroll that introduces you to a sense of 
beauty unlike any other. Although the limelight 
is directed toward the magnificent architecture 
that includes grand French and Italian influences, 
Buenos Aires is popular for the low-key, local 
barrios that are just as mesmerizing. The beauty 
of these traditional neighborhoods is further 
enhanced by colorful murals painted by artists 
involved in the city’s vibrant street-art scene. For 
these talented individuals, the city is their canvas.

Cementerio de la Recoleta is a cemetery 
that is one of the top attractions in Buenos 
Aires, where past presidents, military heroes, 

influential politicians and the rich and famous 
have made it past the gates. You can wander for 
hours in this incredible city of the dead, where 
the ‘streets’ are lined with impressive statues 
and marble mausoleums. 

Unique to this city is The Grand Splendid 
Theater in Barrio Norte, which was opened in 
1919 and then converted into a bookstore in 
2000. Most of the seating was replaced with 
bookshelves, but the original features have 
been preserved, including the beautiful painted 
cupola and balconies.

Ushuaia: Ushuaia is a resort town in Argentina, 
which is located on the Tierra del Fuego 
archipelago; the southernmost tip of South 
America (nicknamed the ‘End of the World’). 
The windswept town, which promises a wide 
range of activities for tourists and travelers, is 
perched on a steep hill and surrounded by the 

Martial Mountains and the Beagle Channel. It 
is the gateway to Antarctica cruises and tours 
to nearby Isla Yécapasela, known as “Penguin 
Island” for its penguin colonies. 

Chronicling the town’s history is The Maritime 
and Prison Museums, which is housed in a former 
jail. The Museo del Fin del Mundo displays tools 
by indigenous tribes such as the Yámana and 
screens nature and history films. To the west, 
along Chile’s border at the end of the Andes, 
Tierra del Fuego national park offers varied 
hiking trails for the adventurous traveler.  The 
Southern Fuegian steam-engine railway or ‘End 
of the World Train,’ originally built by convicts 
in the early 1900s, runs from west of Ushuaia 
to the park. Other activities offered include 
downhill and cross country skiing in the Martial 
Mountains. Opened in 1920, the Les Eclaireurs 
lighthouse is popularly known as the ‘Lighthouse 
at the end of the world’, and can be easily visited 
by boat tours along the Beagle Channel.

Salta: Sophisticated Salta is a popular 
destination among tourists, engaging them 
with its outstanding museums and the 
live música folklórica of its vibrant peñas (clubs 
that combine folk music and regional cuisine). 
It offers the liveliness of a larger city while 
retaining the comfortable pace of a smaller 
town that happens to have preserved more 
colonial architecture than most Argentinean 
destinations.

The city centers on Plaza 9 de Julio, an elegant, 
cafe-lined square bordered by the neoclassical 
Salta Cathedral and El Cabildo, an 18th-century 
town hall turned historical museum. 

Argentina 
An expanse of natural wonder
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As the year draws to here are 
a few ordinary women whose 
extraordinary lives or interesting 
experiences you may not have 
heard of, mainly because most 
mainstream media chose to 
ignore their stories. Here we take 
a look at seven such lives.

Manal al-Sharif: The Saudi activist for women’s 
rights who has steered the rights of women to 
drive in her conservative native land is writing 

her new memoir describing some of the trails 
she faced while challenging laws and mores that 
tend to keep women down in Saudi Arabia.

Emma Morano: Her singular achievement 
had to be her longevity. Her death on 15 April 
brought to close 117 years of life and claim for 
the title of oldest person in the world.  She 
credited her longevity to eating raw eggs and 
her lack of a husband.

Henda Ayari: The French activist and author 
filed a police complaint last October accusing 
the Swiss-born Muslim scholar Tariq Ramadan 
of sexually assaulting her in 2012. She created a 
storm when she denounced radical Islam and 
now, inspired by the #MeToo campaign, has 
accused the well-known Oxford professor of rape.

Olive Yang:  Born to royalty in Burma, Olive 
Yang, who died on 31 July, rejected her birthright 
to become a cross-dressing warlord and opium 
trafficker. The female war-lord, who is alleged 
to have had CIA connections and opium routes, 
used to, according to relatives, often wear boys’ 
clothes and frequently fall in love with her 
brothers’ girlfriends.

Asli Erdogan: Recently released from prison, the 
Turkish author who is awaiting trial is a novelist 
of the ‘dark and pessimistic’. She is currently 
struggling to process her own grim experience 
of spending months in Turkish prisons.

Letizia Battaglia: The 82-year-old Sicilian 
photographer’s images of the Mafia’s cruel 
campaign for control. She vividly chronicled the 

Palermo’s Mafia wars in the 1970s and ’80s for 
a local newspaper. Now, her images appear in 
museums and retrospectives as valued historical 
points of reference and as deeply moving slices 
of Sicilian life.

Yu Xiuhua: Born with cerebral palsy, she lived a 
quiet village life until her poems were discovered. 
She is now a literary sensation whose vivid, 
erotic poems are ‘stained with blood’.

Maryam Sharif: Daughter of ousted Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif is often associated with 
either being on the edge of power, or in prison. 
She recently emerged as the right hand of her 
father, but corruption charges are clouding 
her rapid rise as she increasingly spends time 
attending courts.

Women making silent waves in 2017
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Physical abuse decreases children’s cognitive 
performance, while non-abusive forms 

of physical punishment were associated with 
reduced school engagement and increased peer 
isolation, says a new study by researchers at 
Penn State University in the US.

The researchers found that children’s 
performances and engagement in the classroom 
are significantly influenced by their exposure to 
mild, harsh and abusive physical punishment in 
the home. 

While corporal punishment and physical 
abuse have been linked with reduced cognitive 
development and academic achievement in 
children previously, the new study is one of the 
few that simultaneously examines abusive and 
non-abusive physical punishment as reported by 
both children and caregivers.

Even if physical punishment does not result in 
serious physical injury, children may experience 
fear and distress, and this stress has been 
found to negatively impact brain structure, 
development and overall well-being.

“This punishment style is meant to inflict 
minor pain so the child will change their 
behavior to avoid future punishment, but it does 
not give children the opportunity to learn how 
to behave appropriately through explanation 

and reasoning,” said the researchers.
In this study, over 650 children and their 

caregivers were examined in three areas of 
physical punishment: mild corporal punishment, 
harsh corporal punishment, and physical abuse. 
The groups reported their use or experience 
with physical punishment and researchers 
then measured cognitive outcomes, school 
engagement, and peer isolation in the children. 
The data was analyzed to determine trajectories 
between cognitive and academic performance 
and how initial and varying exposure to physical 
punishment and abuse influences them.

“We found that while all forms of physical 
punishment and abuse are associated with 
declines in school engagement, only initial 
exposure to physical abuse has a significant 
negative influence on cognitive performance, 
and only harsh corporal punishment notably 
increases peer isolation in children and was 
observed in both child and caregiver reports. 
This suggests that preventing physical abuse 
could promote children’s cognitive performance, 
but it may not be enough to get children to be 
involved and well-adjusted in school,” said the 
researchers.

Considering that mild physical punishment 
can develop into physical abuse and that even 
these mild punishments have consequences 
on children’s cognitive and social school 
functioning, parent education on alternative 
forms of punishment may be one solution to 
prevent physical abuse.

Programs that reach parents during services 
that they regularly use may be one way to 
give them alternative punishment technique 
education. This could be through  medical 
professionals informing parents during a child’s 
health visit or staff members of an Early Head 
Start program providing parent education 
during the child’s enrollment. “Further research 
and efforts in these types of interventions needs 
to continue so we can learn more,” Font said.

Physical punishment impact children’s academic performance

Limiting a much-needed resource could 
lead to pathogens competing against one 

another and thereby prevent the emergence of 
drug resistance, say researchers at Penn State 
University in the US. The team demonstrated 
that harnessing rivalry among pathogens inside 
a patient could extend the life of existing drugs 
where resistance is already present and prevent 
resistance to new drugs from emerging. 

Drug resistance is hindering efforts to control 
HIV, tuberculosis and malaria, which collectively 
kill nearly three million people worldwide every 
year. It also complicates recovery from major 
surgeries and cancer chemotherapy. When 

a patient is infected with a drug-resistant 
pathogen, one alternative is to try other drugs, 
or unrealistically, wait for a new drug to be 
developed. 

By taking advantage of competition between 
parasites inside a host, the team managed to 
use an existing drug to successfully treat an 
infection, even when drug-resistant parasites 
were already there. Drug resistance originates 
when a pathogen, such as a parasite, virus, or 
bacterium, develops a genetic mutation that 
allows it to avoid being killed by the drug. But 
this resistance often comes with a cost, as drug-
resistant pathogens often do not acquire certain 

resources as efficiently as other pathogens, or 
they may require more of the resource. In the 
absence of drug treatment, the only thing that 
stops resistant pathogens from spreading is 
competition with the pathogens that are sensitive 
to drug treatment. 

By utilizing the natural force of competition, 
the team was able to control the resistant 
ones and to use conventional drugs to treat the 
sensitive ones. The researchers manipulated 
a nutrient in the drinking water of mice that is 
used by malaria parasites during an infection. 
This dietary intervention was used alongside 
traditional drugs as a sort of combination therapy.

The team treated mice infected with drug-
sensitive malaria parasites with traditional 
drugs. When mice were given the nutrient, the 
treatment failed in 40 percent of the mice, and 
the researchers confirmed that this was because 
drug-resistant strains had popped up. But when 
the nutrient was limited, the infection did not 
rebound in a single mouse. 

Moreover, when drug-treated mice were 
infected only with resistant strains and the 
nutrient was limited, the resistant parasites 
survived. But when drug-treated mice were 
infected with both sensitive and resistant 
parasites, limiting the nutrient stopped resistant 
parasites from growing at all — even when 
resistant parasites were initially present at far 
greater numbers than when they typically first 
appear in a host.

“This study is a proof-of-principle that an 
ecological manipulation can make it possible to 
continue using a drug,” said a team member, “even 
when resistant pathogens that would otherwise 
cause a treatment failure are present at great 
numbers. This work suggests a new direction of 
study that would allow researchers to capitalize 
on the natural competition between pathogens 
to control the emergence of drug resistance. 

Pathogen vs. pathogen to 
prevent drug resistance

The most dramatic divergence between 
humans and other primates can be found 

in the brain, the primary organ that gives our 
species its identity.

However, all regions of the human brain have 
molecular signatures very similar to those of 
our primate relatives, yet some regions contain 
distinctly human patterns of gene activity that 
mark the brain’s evolution and may 
contribute to our cognitive abilities, 
a new Yale-led study has found.

The massive analysis of 
human, chimpanzee, and monkey 
tissue published in a recent issue 
of the journal Science shows 
that the human brain is not only 
a larger version of the ancestral 
primate brain but also one filled 
with distinct and surprising 
differences. “Our brains are three 
times larger, have many more 
cells and therefore more processing power 
than chimpanzee or monkey,” said Andre 
M.M. Sousa, a postdoctoral researcher in the 
lab of neuroscientist Nenad Sestan and co-
lead author of the study. “Yet there are also 
distinct small differences between the species 
in how individual cells function and form 
connections.”

Despite differences in brain size, the 
researchers found striking similarities between 
primate species of gene expression in 16 

regions of the brain — even in the prefrontal 
cortex, the seat of higher order learning that 
most distinguishes humans from other apes. 
However, the study showed the one area of 
the brain with the most human-specific gene 
expression is the striatum, a region most 
commonly associated with movement.

Distinct differences were also found 
within regions of the brain, 
even in the cerebellum, one 
of the evolutionarily most 
ancient regions of the brain, 
and therefore most likely to 
share similarities across species. 
Researchers found one gene, 
ZP2, was active in only human 
cerebellum — a surprise, said the 
researchers, because the same 
gene had been linked to sperm 
selection by human ova.

The research team also 
focused on one gene, TH, which is involved in the 
production of dopamine, a neurotransmitter 
crucial to higher-order function and depleted 
in people living with Parkinson’s disease. They 
found that TH was highly expressed in human 
neocortex and striatum but absent from the 
neocortex of chimpanzees. Researchers also 
found higher levels of expression of the gene 
MET, which is linked to autism spectrum 
disorder, in the human prefrontal cortex 
compared to the other primates tested.

Difference between species related 
to small difference in brain
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When it comes to fashion for 
the New Year, a few rules 

make it easier to get dressed to 
exude sophistication and style. In 
2018, fashion should make you happy 
so here are some tips to follow.

Wear white out of season:  The 
color white is season-less, and 
wearing white doesn’t have to be 
boring and predictable. Go the 
sophisticated route by opting for a 

white blouse and some eye-catching 
neon accessories. In lieu of stark 
white (which can be intimidating), 
get creative with a slew of off-white 
and parchment hues that play well 
with navy, blush pink and even 
cognac leather. 

Experiment with jewelry and 
accessories:  Whether it’s an artsy 
statement earring you really like 
or a belt strap so long it extends to 
the floor, 2018 is the year to make 
your standout accessory be the 
focal point of your entire outfit. For 
everyday arm candy, find simple yet 
striking form factors that speak for 
themselves.

Pay attention to color trends: 
Ultra violet was deemed Pantone’s 
color of the year, and instead of 
picking up yet another pair of black 
slacks, try this happy shade that’ll 
earn you street style credit. If you’ve 
been on the fence about jumping on 
the brightly colored hair train, velvet 
is the fabric du jour, and nothing is 
more luxurious than purple velvet. 

Make sure your power suit has 
personality:  In 2018, your suit should 
be well-tailored and make you feel 
confident, and speak to who you are. 
Proceed to channel your inner lady by 
picking a suit embellished with ruffles 
or a bold print.  Another good choice 
is a tailored pantsuit in an edgy style 
such as cigarette trousers and a laid-
back chic blazer that is designed for 
modern-day girl bosses. 

When it comes to timeless pieces, 
invest in quality: If you wear a work 
blouse often, make sure you take 
care of it so it will last you a long 

time. If that means searching near 
and far for a top that fits you just 
right and might cost you a bit more 
cash, you’ll be grateful in the long run 
when you’re still wearing it in 2020.

Try out a new denim trend:  
With the lineup of extraordinary 
silhouettes hitting shelves, challenge 
yourself to abandon your old 
skinnies. Or at least give them a break 
for something new and eye-catching.

Rework old pieces in your closet 
in new ways: Remember when you 
styled your beret with a suit, neck 
scarf, and kitten heels? Freshen 
things up by working it with a simple 
blouse and flared jeans. The old you 
wouldn’t dream of doing that, now 
would she?

Invest in a professional blazer:  
You’ll need one in a neutral color 
that works for jeans and booties as 
it can for the office with trousers 
and pumps — or even over a cocktail 
dress. Go for a print or checks if that’s 
what you like. Just make sure your 
piece fits you well and is versatile 
enough to wear during any season.

Mismatched shoes can be done: 
There’s no better time to try the trend 
of mismatched shoes whether it’s 
by color or embellishment. If you’re 
worried about your outfit appearing 
costume-like or chaotic, just rock 
those crazy kicks with a monotone 
dress or jeans and a t-shirt.

You’ve all looked in the mirror at 
noon and seen faint black streaks 

on your upper lids from blinking, or 
had to wipe away black smudges 
from beneath your eyes at the end of 
the day.

You don’t have to resign yourself 
to a life of melting makeup, you can 
easily and totally prevent it from 
happening. Keep reading to find out 
some tips:

Skip the creams: If you have a 
tendency to slather your moisturizer 
all over your skin, eyelids and all, 
you’re basically creating the perfect 
smudging ground for your mascara, 
especially as your skin heats up and 
your eyelashes tap against your 
tacky lids ever few seconds. It is a 
similar issued for your cream-based 
eyeshadows; skip them and opt for 
powders instead.

Blot it out:  Your lids may just be a 
bit oilier than the rest of your face, 
and because oil inherently melts 
and dissolves the bonds in makeup—
including your mascara—you need to 
soak up any and all excess oil at the 
start of your makeup routine.

The best trick is after cleansing and 
moisturizing your face in the morning, 
take a powder-laced blotting sheet 
and gently press it over your eyelids 
and under-eyes to completely mattify 
your lids.

 Then, for good measure, do one 
more pass with the paper after 

applying your liner and eyeshadow, 
just in case any residual oils from your 
brushes or beauty blender have made 
their way onto your lids.

Prime yourself: When you are not 
using a face primer to blend up and 
over your eyes at the same time, 
take 20 extra seconds to dab on a 
designated eye primer to mattify 
your lids. Not only will it keep your 
shadows and liners from creasing and 
sliding, but it’ll also help prevent your 
mascara from leaving marks after a 
few hours.

Waterproof it: Water-resistant 
mascaras can be both difficult to 
remove and super drying on your 
lashes (all of which can cause lash 
loss and damage over time).  But, 
if you’ve already meticulously 
powdered, blotted, primed your lids, 
and also tested a different mascara 
formula, and you’re still dealing 
with smudging, try switching to a 
waterproof formula.
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If the title sounds improbable then you have 
never seen Zero Mass in work. Because that 

is exactly what Zero Mass does: harvest drinking 
water out of thin air, using a combination of 
materials science, solar power, and predictive 
data. The goal is to use this technology to go 
from a position of “water scarcity to water 
abundance,” said founder and chief executive 
Cody Friesen, regardless of whether you are in 
an area where access to clean water is a serious 
problem, or living in a place where bottled water 
is often half-drunk and discarded.

Zero Mass’s water-harvesting technology has 
been in the works for the past six years. It was 
first developed at Arizona State University, where 
Friesen was teaching engineering and materials 
science. Over the past couple years, Zero Mass’s 
panels — called Source — have been available 
to specific customers: multi-lateral institutions, 
recipients of emergency aid, investors, and friends 
of the company. But just a couple weeks ago, Source 
became more widely available to consumers in the 
US. At the highest level, Zero Mass “takes sunlight 
and air and we produce water,” Friesen said, as he 
showed me the Source panels. “As you drill into that, 
the air part of that equation is applying air into the 

materials that like water. So in the same way that 
when you leave the lid off a sugar bowl the sugar 
bowl gets a little clumpy, that’s because that sugar 
likes the water in the air. Our materials do exactly 
that.” “It’s a multi-step system. The middle strip of 
a Source panel is what you’d call a standard solar 
panel. On either side is a proprietary porous material 
that generates heat. Another proprietary material 
inside the panel absorbs the moisture from the 
air. Then the panel uses sunlight to take the water 
back out of those materials and produce a process 
that’s not unlike water forming on grass; basically, 
when warm air hits a surface colder than itself. At 
that point the condensed water ends up in a 30-liter 
reservoir under the panel,“ explained Friesen.

The water is then flowed through a mineral 
block that adds calcium and magnesium, and 
brings the PH up so it’s slightly alkaline,” Friesen 
said, adding that the final product has what he calls 
“perfect mouth-feel.” Each panel costs $2000 and 
produces an average of two to five liters of water 
per day, Friesen said. A two-panel array costs 
$4500: $2000 per panel, plus a $500 installation 
fee. Zero Mass’s network operations center, a 
small room lined with computer monitors is 
where engineers spend their days keeping a close 
eye on the performance of the panels distributed 
around the world, as well as changes in weather 
patterns that could impact water production. 
Each of the panels is connected, sending data not 
only to home base but also to the other panels in 
an array.

Zero Mass’s approach to harvesting water 
appears to be a technically sound process. And, 
as Friesen pointed out, Source’s total structural 
independence may be one of its most innovative 
features. But the company’s goal of making 
Source available to everyone, everywhere, is an 
ambitious one.

Pulling potable water directly from air

As part of Google’s ongoing effort to make 
ad-ridden websites more bearable, the 

company is introducing some new protections 
to Chrome. Over the next couple months, 
the browser will start blocking various types 
of annoying, unwanted redirects, where a 
website or ad suddenly loads a new page, 
either because it’s been hijacked by a bad 
ad or because it intentionally wants to force 
visitors to see one.

Google’s plan to block redirects will roll 
out in three parts. It will first start blocking 
ads from redirecting visitors to another site 
when they have not been clicked on. When 
that happens, you will instead see a toolbar 
on the page noting that a redirect has been 
blocked. After that, Google will start blocking 
a type of redirect that acts like a reverse 
pop-up: instead of clicking and having an ad 
pop up, the current website will redirect to 
an ad, while the link you clicked will open in 
a new tab. Google says this is “effectively a 
circumvention of Chrome’s pop-up blocker” 
and will begin preventing the original tab 
from being redirected.

And finally, Google will go after more 
nefarious websites that open new windows 
when visitors click on invisible overlays or 
advertising links that are disguised as buttons, 
like video playback controls.

The first two changes will come as part of 
Chrome 64 and 65. Chrome 64 is currently at 
Google’s ‘Canary’ release stage, meaning it is 
pre-beta software. Google says the changes 

should be released to everyone “in the first 
few months of 2018.” The third change will 
go into effect in January. Google is releasing 
a tool today called the Abusive Experiences 
Report that will let developers check to see 
whether their websites are compliant. If a site 
is not, its developers will have 30 days before 
Chrome will begin blocking the site from 
opening new tabs and windows.

Google previously announced plans to 
add an ad blocker to Chrome early next year, 
too. Though these new updates are not part 
of that initiative, they serve much the same 
function, making sure that some of the web’s 
worst ad offenders do not frustrate or take 
advantage of users.

Because of the huge scale of Chrome, 
Google is in many ways able to unilaterally 
set and enforce what the web can look like. 
That is good when it comes to something like 
this, where Google is looking out for users’ 
interests and the safety. But there is also a real 
risk to having so much power consolidated 
within a single company. 

It has been the norm for browsers to block 
pop-ups for well over a decade now, so these 
new updates are not at all unusual or even 
controversial. They are legitimately blocking 
annoying, spammy, and obviously unwanted 
behaviors, and it is hard to see another way 
that these kinds of practices can be stopped 
at scale.

Qualcomm recently published a somewhat 
self-congratulatory blog post that lauds 

the company and its Android partners for 
achieving a series of industry firsts that include 
wireless charging, dual-camera systems, OLED 
smartphone screens, edge-to-edge displays, 
and more.

Most of those things have now been 
released in latest versions of iPhones. Apple 
and Qualcomm are currently embroiled in what 
is turning into a vicious, global patent licensing 
dispute. So the timing of this adulation for 
Android — one day before Apple’s big September 

event — does not seem really coincidental. 
Xiaomi’s Mi Mix is rightly credited as the 

smartphone that ushered in the era of barely-
there bezels that has continued with the Galaxy 
S8 / Note 8 and LG G6 / V30. Qualcomm praises 
the Galaxy S8 for introducing iris scanning — but 
that was really the Note 7’s new thing if we are to 
be really specific. Bluetooth 5 is already available 
on both the Galaxy S8 and Note 8 . 

It is hard to dispute the general point that 
Qualcomm is making here. Android phones were 
certainly first to employ a lot of this technology 
and this showcases Android’s impressive 
hardware evolution over time.

We are working on inventing the next set 
of world firsts and collaborating with partners 
across the industry to get them into your hands, 
on a band around your wrist, or with lenses for 
over your eyes. Here’s to the next generation 
of mobile device start-ups and innovators, 
competing to bring you the next wave of class-
leading Android devices. As before, they’ll 
continue to pave the way for others to come, 
concluded Qualcomm in its blog post.

Google to block 
annoying 

website redirects

Qualcomm claims Android always
beats the iPhone to new features

Microsoft to launch
Near Share with 
Windows 10 update

Microsoft is testing a new Windows 10 
feature labeled ‘Near Share’ that will 

allow users to share documents or photos 
with other nearby computers through 
Bluetooth. The feature is meant to make file 
sharing easy and is already out in the latest 
Insider build (17035).

A new Near Share option will be available 
in the notification center, and the feature can 
be accessed through the main share function 
in Windows 10. Files will be shared wirelessly, 
and recipients will receive a notification when 
someone is trying to send a file. Microsoft’s 

addition comes close on the heels of Google’s 
‘Files Go’ app that was launched recently.

Alongside the new Near Share feature, 
Microsoft is also adding mute a tab to the 
Edge browser. Like Chrome, mute a tab will 
silence irritating auto playing videos or ads in 
a browsing session. Microsoft is also bringing 
Surface hardware into its Microsoft Store 
app, allowing Windows 10 users to purchase 
devices and accessories.




