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Delayed, denied salaries leave expatriates in limbo

Friday, 4 November, was a 
historic day in the annals 

of world history with the Paris 
Agreement on Climate Change 
officially entering into force and 
setting the global community 
determinedly on the path towards 
a sustainable future.

The Paris Agreement is 
undoubtedly a turning point in 
the history of common human 
endeavor, capturing the combined 
political, economic and social will 
of governments, cities, regions, 

citizens, business and investors to 
overcome the existential threat of 
unchecked climate change.

The landmark Agreement, 
adopted by consensus on 12 
December at the 21st Conference 
of Parties (COP21) in Paris, has 
so far been signed by 192 out of 
the total 197 members who are 
signatories to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC). More 
importantly, of the 192 members 

Continued on Page 14

Paris Agreement entry into force, 
boosts COP22 in Marrakech

The recent oil price slump and 
subsequent sluggishness in the 

local economy has had an unintended 
victim — the expatriate at the bottom 
of the totem pole. 

Many construction and contracting 
companies, once flush with cash and 
jobs, have seen their fortunes tumble 
as projects get deferred, downsized or 
downright cancelled in the economic 
downswing. With money that used 
to flow freely suddenly drying up, 
companies have had to resort to 
cutting costs, laying-off workers, 
delaying salaries, or in some cases 
simply refusing to pay their employees.

Continued on Page 14

Ricky Laxa
Staff Writer

An Overseas Filipino Worker 
committed suicide Friday 

morning in a rest room located inside 
the workers’ camp of a leading local 
construction company. 

The lifeless body of Joey Dizon was 
discovered by a cleaner after a foul 
smell began emanating from one of 
the rooms in the accommodation. 

The door was broken open to reveal 
the decaying body of Dizon hanging 
from the ceiling. The authorities 
were notified and the body moved to 
the mortuary. The young worker was 
last seen alive by his roommates on 
Thursday evening when he sold a pair 
of his shoes to another co-worker and 
handed over his wallet to his cousin.  
Sources from inside the camp say that 
Dizon was quiet, easy going person, 

Continued on Page 14

Depression, non-payment of salary ends Filipino's life 

Philippine Assistant 
Labor Attaché Lilly Guerrero
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This month, we will have a chance 
to chart a course toward a 

stronger, safer global society, where 
power belongs to the many, not to 
the few, and where those who have 
run roughshod over our environment, 
human rights, and public health will 
be held accountable. I am not talking 
about the United States’ presidential 
election.

To be sure, the US election will be 
immensely consequential; but endless 
punditry and horserace politics have 
obscured two groundbreaking events 
that begin on November 7: meetings 
of the parties to the World Health 
Organization Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control (FCTC) and the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Superficially, international law 
lacks the drama of a presidential race, 
and can undoubtedly seem stuffy at 
best and irrelevant at worst. But if one 
digs a little deeper, one finds an almost 
Shakespearean struggle between 
democracy and unbridled greed. At 
each conference this month, the 
international community will make 
decisions that will affect the outcome 
of this struggle, and which could begin 
to solve some of today’s most vexing 
global issues. 

Both the FCTC and the UNFCCC 
allow for governments to rein in 
global corporations’ unchecked power, 
which is a root cause of many other 
problems, from economic inequality to 
social injustice and broken democratic 
systems. Global corporations are 
enormous, and their influence affects 
almost every aspect of our lives. To 
understand the reach of their power, 
one must look no further than the 

billions of dollars they spend on 
elections; their lobbying to gut worker 
and environmental protections in trade 
agreements such as the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership and the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership; 
and fossil-fuel corporations’ relentless 
drive to derail climate-change policy.

Global corporations have 
disproportionate power because they 
can operate across national borders; 
this means that no single local or 
national government can effectively 
regulate them. The crucial function 
of international frameworks such as 
the FCTC and UNFCCC is to provide 
concrete tools for governments to 
set national policies on issues ranging 
from public health to climate change 
and global inequality.

For example, Colombia was a 
stronghold for the tobacco corporation 
Philip Morris International two decades 
ago, and comprehensive tobacco-
control legislation in that country 
was long unthinkable. But in 2009 – 
just six years after the World Health 
Organization adopted the FCTC and 15 
months after Colombia ratified it – the 
Colombian government enacted one 

of the strongest tobacco-control laws 
in the world.Likewise, governments 
worldwide are adopting measures that 
are proven to reduce smoking rates 
and save lives, including graphic health 
warnings, marketing restrictions, and 
laws requiring tobacco products to be 
sold in unbranded packaging.

But the FCTC’s work is not done, and 
governments are now pushing for legal 
liability to be a part of national-level 
corporate-accountability frameworks. 
If they are successful in negotiations 
at the FCTC conference this month, 
governments will have the tools they 
need to make Big Tobacco pay for the 
damage it has done. Such an outcome 
would mean that governments could 
recoup hundreds of billions of dollars 
in tobacco-related health-care costs 
and force the release of internal 
industry documents.

The FCTC is effective because it 
includes a hard-won provision that 
explicitly prohibits corporations from 
influencing policymaking. At the 
UNFCCC conference next week, some 
governments will hold up the FCTC as a 
strong precedent to argue that the fossil-
fuel industry must be excluded from 

ongoing climate negotiations, owing 
to its conflicts of interest with sound 
climate policy. Industries responsible for 
climate change must not be entrusted 
to solve it. Only by removing them from 
the equation can we implement truly 
groundbreaking measures – such as 
renewable-energy systems owned and 
operated by communities – that put 
people and our planet’s survival above 
the industry’s bottom line.

For as long as we’ve had public 
regulatory institutions, corporate 
interests have sought to co-opt 
them. Big Tobacco, Big Oil, Big Food, 
and Big Pharma have tried to bully, 
buy, and bribe their way into our 
public international spaces, all with 
the same goal in mind: to fend off 
regulation that would disrupt business 

as usual. Costs to human life or the 
planet rarely enter into their calculus. 
Democracy advocates in civil society 
and government have managed to 
push back against global corporations, 
but much of their progress hangs in 
the balance this month. Will attendees 
at the FCTC and UNFCCC conferences 
defend democratic principles, or will 
they defer to big business?

There is no denying that we live 
in a truly global world; when the 
causes of our biggest problems are 
global, our solutions must be as well, 
which requires that we first address 
the fundamental issue of corporate 
interference. The possibilities of 
what can be achieved by bringing 
international law to bear are too 
promising to ignore.

Kelle Louaillier  
President of Corporate Accountability 
International 

Putting democracy above the bottom line

The UAE and Qatar have earned top 
rankings in the global prosperity 

index, with UAE retaining its spot as 
the most prosperous country in the 
Middle-East and North Africa (MENA) 
region.

The London-based think tank 
Legatum Institute's Prosperity Index 
2016 ranks the UAE first in MENA 
region and 41st globally (out of a total 
149 countries ranked), down from No. 
30 in 2015 rankings owing to weaker 
global oil prices.

Ranked at No. 46 globally, GCC 
peer Qatar follows the UAE on the 
prosperity rankings while Bahrain is 
ranked at #67, and Oman and Kuwait 
at #70 and #71, respectively. Saudi 
Arabia is ranked at #85.

The Index shows that the UAE 
reached its pole position in regional 
prosperity rankings by making the 
biggest absolute prosperity gain over 
the past decade. According to the 
report, the UAE's success has largely 
been driven by reforms to open up and 
diversify the economy.

The report states that "a concerted 
effort by policymakers to seek 
international best practice has sparked 
further market liberalization and a 
much improved business environment 
that have helped to close the UAE's 
prosperity deficit".

Global prosperity is at its highest 

point in the past decade, says the 
report, which ranks New Zealand at #1 
in the world on prosperity, followed 
by Norway, Finland, Switzerland and 
Canada. Bringing the bottom of the 
rankings is Yemen (#149), proceeded 
by Afghanistan, Central African 
Republic, Sudan and Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

The UK is ranked at #10 in the 
world while the US ranks at #17. The 
Philippines ranks at #60 in the world, 
India ranks at #104, Bangladesh ranks 
at #114 while Pakistan ranks at #139.

The report also finds that India 
and China were the biggest drivers of 
prosperity over the past 10 years. "That 
the biggest gains have been made by 
poorer countries is unsurprising, but 
China and India stand out. Together, 
they account for almost 40 percent of 
the growth in global prosperity over 
the past decade."

UAE, Qatar rank high in 
global prosperity index
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The Rome Statute “is in conflict and 
inconsistent with” South Africa’s 

law on diplomatic immunity, said 
South African Justice Minister Michael 
Masutha, while announcing Pretoria’s 
decision. The move by South Africa came 
just three days after Burundi announced 
its decision to withdraw from the court 
following plans by the ICC to investigate 
political violence that followed the 
president’s decision last year to pursue 
a third term. 

The South African announcement 
follows a controversy last year 
when Sudanese President Omar al-
Bashir visited Johannesburg for the 
African Union summit. Despite an ICC 
arrest warrant against the Sudanese 
President over alleged war crimes, 
South Africa failed to arrest him 
citing diplomatic immunity. This move 
invoked considerable condemnation 
from international human rights 
organizations and legal groups. 

While the decision by Burundi could 
be dismissed as an attempt by the 
president to avoid international scrutiny, 
the announcement by South Africa is 
much more significant. The country 
was among the principal supporters 
for the establishment of the ICC. There 
is rising concern that decision by South 
Africa and Burundi could pave the way 
for other African states to leave the ICC; 
already Namibia, Uganda and Kenya 

have raised the possibility.
So is there growing disillusionment 

with the ICC in Africa? When the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) was 
established in 2002, it was, at least 
on paper, seen as a noble venture. The 
Rome Statute of 1998, the multilateral 
treaty that resulted in the establishment 
of the ICC as an intergovernmental 
organization and an international 
tribunal, allowed it to investigate and 
prosecute cases of genocide, crimes 
against humanity and war crimes crime, 
especially when states were unable or 
unwilling to do so.

However, over the years, the court 
has struggled with a lack of cooperation 
from the major powers, including the 
United States and Russia, which has 
not ratified the Rome Statute and 
China which is not even a member. It 
is therefore highly hypocritical for the 
United States to judge African nations 
while maintaining that its own actions 
cannot be judged.

The court is also under the shadow 
of accusations and perceptions that it is 
biased against Africa in its investigations 
and prosecutions. Of the ten situations 
and 23 cases that the court is officially 
investigating, nine situations are in 
Africa and, not surprisingly, every one of 
the 39 individuals indicted by the court is 
African. Could this be construed as sign 
of a prejudiced court? 

Not so, claims Fatou Bensouda of 
Gambia, who has been Chief Prosecutor 
of the court since December 2011. "I 
do not think that the voices of a few 
leaders, or of a few people from Africa, 
should be used to disregard the support 
that we still have in Africa… I think it is 
correct to say that most of our cases or 
all of our cases at the moment are in 
Africa. But that is not the whole picture, 
we are undertaking preliminary probes 
in other places," she said in a recent 
media interview. Moreover, six of the 
nine African cases handled by the court 
were brought by African governments 
and that two were referred by the 
United Nations Security Council. Only 
the Kenyan cases were initiated by 

the court’s prosecutors.Despite the 
rehashed rebuttals of discrimination, 
the perception among many Africans 
that the ICC is a neo-colonial institution 
pursuing a Western agenda aimed at 
undermining and punishing African 
leaders from small, weak African states 
that do not toe the line, while ignoring 
crimes committed by richer and more 
powerful states is prevalent. Some of 
the most horrific mass atrocities in 
recent years have taken place outside 
of Africa, and the ICC has not opened 
even preliminary investigations into 
any of those incidents. There is also the 
criticism about the judicial efficiency 
of the ICC. In its 14 years of operation, 
the court has completed only 17 

proceedings, with 22 still ongoing. Of 
the 17 that were completed, six have had 
charges against them dismissed, two 
have had charges withdrawn, one case 
was declared inadmissible, four have 
died before trial, one has been acquitted 
and only three have been convicted. It 
delivered its first judgment in 2012, a 
full decade after its formation and two 
more in the years that followed. Three 
convictions in over 13 years and more 
than a billion in expenses cannot by 
any stretch of imagination be labeled as 
judicial efficiency. Justice delayed as they 
say is justice denied.

Perhaps what is needed is an African 
court for Africa capable of acting 
impartially as a tribunal for crimes 
committed on the continent. The 
African Court on Human and People's 
Rights, which was established under the 
auspices of the African Union in 2006, 
is a step in the right direction. It needs 
to be reinvigorated and supported so as 
to enable it to undertake investigations 
and prosecutions efficiently and 
independently.

The Court has jurisdiction over 
all cases and disputes submitted to 
it concerning the interpretation and 
application of the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples' Rights, as well 
as any other relevant human rights 
instrument ratified by the States 
concerned. 

ICC and its relation with African states
Last month the International Criminal Court in The Hague requested South Africa and Burundi to reconsider their decisions to withdraw 
from the institution. This followed an announcement by South Africa that it had notified United Nations Secretary-General of its intent 

to withdraw as a party to the Rome Statute that established the court in 2002. 

Rising temperatures due to 
climate change could see 

Uganda lose over 260 billion Shilling 
(US$76 million) by 2050, warns the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) in its latest communiqué.

Marking this year: World Food 
Day on 16 October, the UN agency 
noted that more than 90 percent of 
all natural disasters facing humanity 
today are related to climate change. 
It cautioned that the effects of 
climate change will continue to have 
a negative impact on environment, 
natural resources and development 
initiatives. This, the agency said, would 
have a disproportionate bearing on 
the poorest and most vulnerable in 
society. Poverty afflicted families 
living in rural areas and depending 
on agriculture for food and livelihood 
would end by bearing the brunt of 
climate change.

According to FAO, there has 
been a 0.2 degree Celsius increase in 
temperatures every decade in Uganda 
since 1960 and this may increase by 
up to 5.3 degree Celsius by 2080. The 
increase in temperatures increases 
transpiration and water loss from 
soils, thereby destroying seedlings 
and crops.

"There are projections of rainfall 
decrease by 133mm to 188mm by 
2080 and also a shift of seasons. The 
cumulative losses and damages could 
cost Uganda Shs260 billion between 
2010 and 2050,"said Alhaji M. Jallow, 
FAO's country representative in 
Uganda. Reiterating this, the Director-
General of the National Agricultural 
Research Organization (NARO), Dr. 
Ambrose Agona, said: "The drought 
we experienced this year caused many 
farmers to lose up to 100 percent of 
some their other crops." 

Local villagers had high hopes 
when they first heard that 
foreign and domestic companies 
would start mining in their 
hometown of Kayelekera on the 
northwestern shores of Lake 
Malawi. The government and the 
companies promised jobs, better 
schools and improved access to 
healthcare for the village. 

What the villagers did not realize, and 
the government and companies failed to 
inform them, was the risks and dangers 
involved in developing and operating the 
mines. They were only told that it would 
involve relocation when representatives 
of a coal mining company ordered them 
to leave their homes.

"We only heard about the relocation 
when we saw the bulldozer coming," one 
villager said. "I did not know anything. 
They made me move at noon when they 
came to demolish our houses. They 
just left me outside," she wailed. Such 
stories of atrocities by resource mining 
companies are widespread throughout 
the resource-rich continent

Over the past 10 years, the 
government of Malawi has promoted 
private investment in resource 
extraction as a way to diversify 
its economy. The Karonga district, 
in which Kayelekera falls, is the 
country's test case. Malawi's only 
uranium mine opened there in 2009 

and two of the country's four biggest 
coal mines are there. 

Villagers say that in September 2013 
the coal mining company forced at least 
10 other households to move from their 
homes, which were near the company's 
office building. The mining company 
disputes this. Today, three years later, 
many of the villagers still do not have a 
roof over their heads.

As multinational companies, 
including those from Australia and 
Cyprus, start to prospect and mine 
in the Karonga and neighboring 
districts of Malawi, residents and 
non-governmental organizations have 
voiced serious concerns about potential 
environmental damage and the effect 
on their health, water, food and housing.

The government and companies 
operating in the Karonga district say 
they monitor the effects of mining on 

the environment and water sources. But 
villagers say they have never seen any 
results of any water testing. And they 
also do not have adequate access to 
healthcare facilities that were promised 
to them or where they could be assessed 
and treated for any mining-related 
health conditions.

Malawi is still new to mining, it 
should be especially careful not to 
repeat the mistakes made by resource 
mining in other countries in Southern 
Africa, including in neighboring Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. 

It is not enough to create a fertile 
investment climate for mining 
companies. Previous empirical 
experience shows how important it is for 
the government, investors and mining 
companies to develop their industry 
in a way that benefits the country and 
respects the rights of the people.

Uganda to lose billions
due to climate change

Failed promises leave embittered Malawians
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Mainstream politics, by 
definition, is ill equipped 

to imagine fundamental change. 
But last December in Paris, 196 
governments agreed on the need to 
limit global warming to 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels – an objective 
that holds the promise of delivering 
precisely such a transformation. 
Achieving it will require overcoming 
serious political challenges, reflected 
in the fact that some are advocating 
solutions that will end up doing more 
harm than good.

One strategy that has gained a lot 
of momentum focuses on the need 
to develop large-scale technological 
interventions to control the global 
thermostat. Proponents of geo-
engineering technologies argue 
that conventional adaptation and 
mitigation measures are simply not 
reducing emissions fast enough 
to prevent dangerous warming. 
Technologies such as “carbon capture 
and storage” (CCS), they argue, are 
necessary to limit damage and human 
suffering.

The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change seems to agree. In 
its fifth assessment report, it builds 
its scenarios for meeting the Paris 
climate goals around the concept 
of ‘negative emissions’ – that is, the 
ability to suck excess carbon dioxide 
out of the atmosphere.

But this approach ignores serious 
problems with the development 

and deployment of geo-engineering 
technologies. Consider CCS, which 
is the process of capturing waste 
CO2 from large sources like fossil-
fuel power plants and depositing it 
in, say, an underground geological 
formation, thereby preventing it from 
entering the atmosphere.

It sounds good. But what makes 
it economical is that it enables 
enhanced oil recovery. In other words, 
the only way to make CCS cost-
effective is to use it to exacerbate the 
problem it is supposed to address.

The supposed savior technology 
– bioenergy with carbon capture and 
storage (BECCS) – is not much better. 
BECCS begins by producing large 
amounts of biomass from, say, fast-
growing trees which naturally capture 
CO2; those plants are then converted 
into fuel via burning or refining, with 
the resulting carbon emissions being 
captured and sequestered.

But bioenergy is not carbon 
neutral, and the surge in European 
demand for biomass has led to 
rising food commodity prices and 
land grabs in developing countries. 
These realities helped persuade the 
scientists Kevin Anderson and Glen 
Peters recently to call carbon removal 
an “unjust and high-stakes gamble.”

What about other geo-engineering 
proposals? Solar Radiation 
Management (SRM) aims to control 
the amount of sunlight that reaches 

Lili Fuhr    
Heads the Ecology and Sustainable 
Development Department at the Heinrich 
Böll Foundation

Radical realism about Climate Change 

the Earth, essentially mimicking the 
effect of a volcano eruption. This may 
be achieved by pumping sulphates 
into the stratosphere or through 
‘marine cloud brightening’, which 
would cause clouds to reflect more 
sunlight back into space.

But blasting sulphates into the 
stratosphere does not reduce CO2 
concentrations; it merely delays the 
impact for as long as the spraying 
continues. Moreover, sulphate 
injections in the northern hemisphere 
could cause serious drought in 
the Africa’s Sahel region, owing to 
dramatic reductions in precipitation, 
while some African countries would 
experience more precipitation. The 
effect on the Asian monsoon system 
could be even more pronounced. In 
short, SRM could severely damage 
the livelihoods of millions of people.

If geo-engineering can’t save us, 
what can? In fact, there are a number 
of steps that can be taken right now. 
They would be messier and more 
politically challenging than geo-
engineering. But they would work.

The first step would be a 
moratorium on new coal mines. If all 
currently planned coal-fired power 
plants are built and operated over 
their normal service life of 40 years, 
they alone would emit 240 billion tons 
of CO2 – more than the remaining 
carbon budget. If that investment 
were re-allocated to decentralized 

renewable-energy production, the 
benefits would be enormous.

Moreover, with only 10 percent 
of the global population responsible 
for almost 50 percent of global CO2 
emissions, there is a strong case to 
be made for implementing strategies 
that target the biggest emitters. For 
example, it makes little sense that 
airlines – which actually serve just 7 
percent of the global population – 
are exempt from paying fuel taxes, 
especially at a time when ticket prices 
are at an historic low. Changes to land 
use are also needed. 

The 2009 International Assessment 
of Agricultural Knowledge, Science 
and Technology for Development 
charts the way to a transformed 
agricultural system – with benefits 
that extend far beyond climate policy. 
We must apply this knowledge around 
the world.

In Europe, the waste sector could 
make a significant contribution 
to a low-carbon economy. Recent 
research, commissioned by Zero 
Waste Europe, found that optimal 
implementation of the European 
Commission’s ‘circular economy 
package’ waste targets could save the 
European Union 190 million tons of 
CO2 per year. That is the equivalent 
of the annual emissions of the 
Netherlands!

Available measures in the transport 
sector include strengthening public 

transportation, encouraging the use 
of railways for freight traffic, building 
bike paths, and subsidizing delivery 
bicycles. In Germany, intelligent 
action on transport could reduce the 
sector’s emissions by up to 95 percent 
by 2050.

Another powerful measure would 
be to protect and restore natural 
ecosystems, which could result in the 
storage of 220-330 gigatons of CO2 
worldwide.

None of these solutions is a silver 
bullet; but, together, they could 
change the world for the better. Geo-
engineering solutions are not the 
only alternatives. They are a response 
to the inability of mainstream 
economics and politics to address the 
climate challenge. Instead of trying to 
devise ways to maintain business as 
usual – an impossible and destructive 
goal – we must prove our ability to 
imagine and achieve radical change.

If we fail, we should not be 
surprised if, just a few years from 
now, the planetary thermostat is 
under the control of a handful of 
states or military and scientific 
interests. As world leaders convene 
for the 22nd United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change to bring the Paris agreement 
into force, they should repudiate 
geo-engineering quick fixes – and 
demonstrate a commitment to real 
solutions.
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With only 10 percent of the 
global population responsible 
for almost 50 percent of 
global CO2 emissions, there is 
a strong case to be made for 
implementing strategies that 
target the biggest emitters.
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Doctor Strange: A 
former neurosurgeon embarks 
on a journey of healing only to 
be drawn into the world of the 
mystic arts.
Starring: Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Chiwetel 
Ejiofor, Rachel McAdams, 
Benedict Wong, Michael 
Stuhlbarg, Benjamin Bratt, 
Scott Adkins, Mads Mikkelsen, 
Tilda Swinton

Trolls: After the Bergens 
invade Troll Village, Poppy, 
the happiest Troll ever born, 
and the curmudgeonly 
Branch set off on a journey 
to rescue her friends.
Starring: Anna Kendrick, 
Justin Timberlake, Zooey 
Deschanel

Directed by: Scott Derrickson
IMDb Rating: 8.0

Directed by: Walt Dohrn, Mike Mitchell
IMDb Rating: 6.7

Directed by: Ewan McGregor
IMDb Rating: 6.2

Directed by: Adam Stephen Kelly
IMDb Rating: 3.9

Directed by: Babak Anvari
IMDb rating: 7.3

Under the shadow: 
As a mother and daughter 
struggle to cope with 
the terrors of the post-
revolution, war-torn Tehran 
of the 1980’s, a mysterious 
evil begins to haunt their 
home.
Starring: Narges Rashidi, 
Avin Manshadi, Bobby 
Naderi, Ray Haratian, Arash 
Marandi

American Pastoral: 
In 1968, a hardworking 
man, who has been 
a staple in his quaint 
community for years, 
watches his seemingly 
perfect middle class life 
fall apart as his daughter's 
new radical political 
affiliation threatens to 
destroy their family.

Kill Kane: A teacher's 
world is torn apart when 
his wife and children are 
brutally murdered at 
the hands of a ruthless 
gang. Left for dead and 
with no one to turn to, 
he takes matters into 
his own hands and hits 
the streets in search of 
justice.
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Some of the movies now showing at 
Cinescape & Grand Cinemas 

Bulgarian Concert: Dar al Athar 
al Islamiyyah Cultural Centre will be 
hosting a Bulgarian concert, featuring Anna 
Karadimitrova - soprano, Preslav Petkov - 
clarinet, Harriet Bushman - piano and guest 
violinist - Mariana Todorova at the Yarmouk 
Cultural Centre - Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyyah, 
from 7pm to 8pm. For more information: 
Visit, www.darmuseum.org.kw. 

NIRAM 2016: Kala (Art) Kuwait, a 
leading progressive art and socio cultural 
organization among the Indian community 
in Kuwait will be conducting ‘NIRAM 2016’ 
painting competition, in association with 
‘AMERICAN TOURISTER’, to mark Children's 
Day at Indian Community School, Khaitan, 
at 2pm.  The program will include painting 
competition for the Indian school students 
and a ‘Marathon Open Canvas Painting’ 
competition for parents, visitors and guests. 
The painting competition will be conducted 
in four different age groups: Group A (LKG 
to 1 std), Group B (2 to 4 std), Group C (5 to 8 
std) and Group D (9 to 12 std). The media for 
Group ‘A’ and ‘B’ will be crayons while Group 
‘C’ and ‘D’ will be watercolors. Crayons and 
watercolors should be brought in by the 
participants.  Stamped drawing papers will 
be supplied by the organizers. Clay modeling 
competition also will be conducted for 
students from class 7 to 12. Clay will be 
provided by the organizers. Besides the 
1st, 2nd, 3rd and merit prizes, ten percent 
of the participants will be awarded with 
consolation prizes. For further details and to 
register, visit the Around Town page of our 
Times Kuwait website.

Runq8: The largest charity run in Kuwait, 
Runq8 will be held at Marina Crescent Arabian 
Gulf Street, all day. The race length is 5 to 
10Km. The event is organized by the Fawzia 
Sultan Rehabilitation Institute to support 
children’s rehabilitation in Kuwait. All the 
money raised from the event goes towards 
offering subsidized care for children who 
otherwise would not be able to afford. For 
more information and to register: Visit, www.
runq8.org. 

CRYchess 2016: Friends of CRY 
Club (FOCC) will be holding a children’s 
chess tournament, 'CRYchess 2016' at the 
Gulf Indian School, Fahaheel, from 9:30am 
to 4:30pm. Students of 12th standard or 
younger are eligible to participate. The last 
date for registration is 19 November.
Grouping of players will be done as per 
age and depending on the total number 
of participants, in the Swiss pairing 
format.The top three winners in each 
group and the youngest participant will 
be awarded with a trophy and certificate. 
All participants will receive a medal 
and a certificate. For more details, visit 
the Around Town section of our Times 
Kuwait website.

Red Bull Bar Bahr: Combining two 
sports, quad bike and Jet Ski, Red Bull Bar 
Bahr will be held at Marina Crescent Arabian 
Gulf Street at 2pm. Quad race is conducted 
on a tailor-made track with challenging 
obstacles, the riders have to go through 
(mud, water, bumps and curves). The first 
quad racer to cross the line will hand his 
teammate the key to the jet-ski in order to 
start racing on water. For more information: 
Visit, www.redbull.com. 

KTAA Bazaar: Original designs, quilts, 
bags, table linens, silks, hand embroidery, 
designer jewelry and more will be exhibited 
and sold at the historic Beit Al Sadu, Sadu 
House, Arabian Gulf Street, Kuwait City, 
from 10am to 6pm.

Yellow Parade: With World Kindness 
Day fast approaching, the Yellow Parade 
is back for the third time. This November 
expect to see yellow bikes, buses and cars 
at the Gulf Road to promote #DriveKind. 
The parade is a means to spread awareness 
about showing empathy to others on the 
road and being kind to each other while 
driving. For more information and to register: 
Visit alnowair.com or call, 98002077.

Fall Festival: Al-Ghanim Bilingual 
School (GBS) will be organizing a Fall Festival 
at its premises, from 9am to 4pm. The 
event will include a variety of booths (gifts, 
accessories, fashion jewelry), live music, 
delicious delicacies, bouncy castles and 
much more. The event is free and open to 
all. For more information: Call, 25644953.

Q8 Open Quiz 2016: Following 
the grand success of Kuwait Open Quiz 
2015 (QoQ’15), IIT IIM Alumni Association 
in Kuwait is back again with QoQ’16. The 
event, probably the only quiz of its kind 
where contestants have no restrictions on 
age, nationality or profession will be held 
at the Indian Embassy Auditorium.
The inaugural 2014 as well as 2015 were 
a resounding success with more than 
100 teams (3 members a side) from 10 
nationalities participating for the crown. 
This year’s event will see prestigious 
schools competing with best of their 
teams.  This year’s competition, which 
will be inaugurated by Ambassador of 
India to Kuwait, H. E. Sunil Jain, will be 
hosted by renowned international quiz 
master Giri Balasubramaniam, popularly 
known as ‘Pickbrain’.  Mr. Giri is known 
for his distinctive techno savvy style of 
quizzing, sense of humor coupled with 
great flair and approachable easy nature. 
He holds seven Limca records for quizzing 
achievements and has hosted more than 
1250 shows across 65 destinations across 
India. Some of his popular shows include 
Tata Crucible, RBI quiz, TCS quiz and 
Times of India quiz. 
IIT-IIM Alumni Association, Kuwait 
invites all the quizzers to compete with 
enthusiasm, as besides the winners 
several other prizes will be awarded, 
including the audience awards. 
For more information and to register: 
Visit, contact@iitiimkuwait.com or www.
iitiimkuwait.com.

Winter Bazaar: The British Ladies 
Society will be holding their annual 
Winter Bazaar at The British School of 
Kuwait, Salwa, Block 1, Street 1, from 
10am to 4pm. Food and drinks will 
be available on purchase. For more 
information or to book a table: Contact, 
bazaar@theblskuwait.com.

Starring: Ewan McGregor, Jennifer Connelly, Dakota 
Fanning, Peter Riegert, Rupert Evans, Uzo Aduba, Molly 
Parker, David Strathairn

Starring: Vinnie Jones, Nicole Faraday, Sebastian Street, 
Sean Cronin, Dan Richardson, Conor Boru, Benjamin 
Way, Sarah Alexandra Marks, Michael Bailey.
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Tamilnadu Engineers Forum (TEF) 
organized its 7th Technological 

Innovations Conference & Exhibition 
(TICE), and 1st Engineering Excellence 
award ceremony on the 2 and 3 
November at the Radisson Blu 
Hotel under the theme ‘Challenges 
– Challenge with Innovations’.  The 
event was patronized by Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC), Kuwait 
National Petroleum Company (KNPC) 
and EQUATE.

KNPC CEO Mohammad Ghazi Al 
Mutairi inaugurated the exhibition on 
2 November and visited the exhibition 
booths, during which he was informed 
about the technology innovations by 
the exhibitors. 

Speaking on the occasion Al 
Mutairi called the Engineering 
Award ceremony and exhibition an 
important engineering forum in the 
country. He pointed out that Indian 
engineers were making significant 
contribution to the oil sector here 
and Kuwait was proud of their 
engagement in the sector.

He also noted such events were 
a good example of voluntary social 
contributions by TEF members and 
wished them all the luck in their 

future endeavors.
TEF’s 1st Engineering Excellence 

Awards (EEA) recognized projects, 
firms and professionals that 
demonstrated an exceptional 
degree of engineering excellence 
in terms of innovation, complexity, 
achievement and value contributing 

to the development and growth of 
the industry.  Awards were given to 
companies in different categories and 
it was the first ever recognition by an 
association to engineering firms in 
the country. 

On 3 November, KNPC Deputy 
CEO of Shuaiba Refinery Muthlaq 

Al Azmi inaugurated the exhibition, 
and in his speech applauded the 
efforts of the organizing committee 
and commended in particular the 
contribution of Indian community for 
assisting in the growth of Kuwait. 

National Petroleum Services 
Company (NAPESCO) Deputy 

Chairman and Managing Director 
Khalid Hamadhan Al Saif gave the 
keynote address to a gathering of VIP’s, 
delegates, special invitees, guests from 
the Ministries, Corporate companies 
and Engineering organizations. 

During the two-day conference, 22 
technical presentations were made 
by presenters who outlined various 
innovative technologies, highlighted 
pioneering solutions to technical and 
management challenges in addition 
to providing inventive answers to 
queries raised by the participants. 
Twenty six exhibitors displayed a 
variety of products in their booths 
and held discussions with visitors on 
various pertinent subjects. 

The EEA event witnessed visits by 
several important guests, including 
KPC CEO Nizar M. Al – Adsani, who 
was joined by senior management 
from KOC, KNPC, EQUATE and 
other major service providers. On 
the second day, the KNPC CEO 
Mohammad Ghazi Al-Mutairi graced 
the occasion accompanied by Indian 
Embassy Deputy Chief of Mission 
and Councilor Shubashis Goldar, who 
presented his felicitations for the 
event to the large gathering.  

TEF holds grand awards function 
and technical conference 
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Chili con carne, often referred to 
simply as chili by some people, is 

a spicy stew containing chili peppers, 
meat (usually beef) and often 
tomatoes and beans. Seasonings, 
including garlic, onions, and cumin, 
may be added to up the flavor. 

Chili is best loved for its full flavor 
and versatility and is great for serving 
a crowd or for a warm feel on a cold 
day. Chili is one of those recipes that 
belong on a must-make list. Here is 
how to make and master basic chili.

Types of chili: Although the 
classic version of chili is delicious 
and preferred by many, there are 
ample variations that can give the 
traditional recipe a fun twist. For 
instance, if you have any chicken 
leftovers, then why not go for white 
chicken chili? The white chicken chili 
recipe includes cannellini beans 
and spices, and tastes great when 
topped with shredded cheese, tortilla 
chips, chopped green onions, diced 
tomatoes, chopped fresh cilantro, 
sliced avocado and sour cream. The 
best part of preparing chili is that you 
can add whatever ingredients and 
flavors you love. 

How to enjoy chili: Chili is great for 
a weeknight dinner (plus, it makes 
great leftovers!) and it works for a 
get-together, too. A clever idea for 
a party is to make a chili bar: have as 
many variations of chili as you would 
like ready for your guests. Set up 

bowls full of toppings so everyone can 
customize their own chili. Some of the 
chili-ready toppings include shredded 
cheese, diced tomatoes, sliced 
avocados, diced red onion, chopped 
fresh cilantro, tortilla chips, chopped 
green onions and lime wedges.

Methods for preparing chili: Chili 
can be prepared on the stove top, in 

a skillet, or in a slow cooker. A no-
fuss chili with minimal cleanup can 
be made in a skillet or a one-pot 
recipe for the stovetop, but using the 
slow cooker makes for easy dinner 
preparations and gives the house a 
delicious savory smell. Because of 
its versatility, many different kinds of 
chili can be made in different ways: 
whether you are preparing chicken 
chili, family-favorite chili, or even 
chili-stuffed sweet potatoes, there is 
a version for both your stovetop and 
your slow cooker.

FOOD

Tip
s

• Soak wooden skewers in water for 30 
minutes before using them so they will 
not burn during cooking.

• If you prefer metal skewers, use square 
or twisted types, which will hold the 
food better than round ones.

• To keep food from slipping off skewers 
during cooking and turning, use two 
parallel skewers rather than one.

• When using foods with different 
cooking times (such as shrimp and 
beef), do not combine them on the 
same skewer. Instead, make skewers of 
just shrimp or just beef, start cooking 
the beef first, and then combine them 
on a serving platter.

Tricks for using skewers

     Preparing 

A spicy delight

Ingredients
½ kg ground beef 
1 large onion, chopped (1 cup)
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
1 tbsp chili powder
½ tsp salt
1 tsp ground cumin
1 tsp dried oregano leaves
1 tsp unsweetened baking cocoa
½ tsp red pepper sauce
2 cups organic diced tomatoes 
(canned), un-drained
1 can red kidney beans, un-
drained
Directions: In a 3-liter 
saucepan, cook beef, onion and 
garlic over medium-high heat (8 
minutes), stirring occasionally, 
until beef is brown and then 
drain.

Stir in the remaining 
ingredients except for beans. 
Heat on high until it starts 
boiling before reducing the 
flame. Then cover and simmer 
(one hour), stirring occasionally. 
Stir in the beans. Once again 
heat until it starts boiling. 
Reduce the flame to low; simmer 
uncovered (20 minutes), stirring 
occasionally until desired 
thickness is achieved.

  RECIPE



9
The Times Kuwait         06 - 12 November, 2016
www.timeskuwait.com

Nikita Ferrao
Staff writer

Marina Hall in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh 
was packed to the rafters on 
Friday  evening as   Arpan, a leading 
socio-cultural organization in 
Kuwait, celebrated their 17th 
Annual Day with a stage show 
that showcased dances from 
all over India. The evening's 
highlight was an electrifying 
performance by Delhi-based 
dance troupe ‘MJ5’.  Dubbed 
India's Moonwalk Magicians, the 
5-member, all-male MJ5 troupe 
came to prominence in 2013 when 
they won the inaugural season 
of India's Dancing Superstar, a 
dance reality show on the Star 
Plus television channel.

Since then the group has been 
holding stage performances in cities 
across India and the globe enthralling 
audiences everywhere with their 
creativity, unique style and innovative 
dance moves. 

"MJ5 was formed when we were 
in college. Although it has just been 
four years, our passion for dance 
existed long before. We met during 
our college cultural activities and 
this led to the formation of a strong 
bond which finally gave birth to 
MJ5,” said Karthik Ramaiah, one of 
the team members, in an exclusive 
interview with The Times Kuwait, on 
the sidelines of the show.

Kartik along with Alexander 
Dannis Antony, Himanshu Gola, 

Vishnu Kumar and Rohit Singh are 
the famous five that make up MJ5. 
Speaking about their big win in 
India’s Dancing Superstar, the group 
admitted that their win was totally 

unexpected and they were overjoyed 
with the recognition. Their life has 
not been the same ever since, with 
busy dance schedules all over the 
world. Besides performing in India, 
they have had stage shows in the 
UAE, Muscat, New Zealand, Thailand 

and China among others.  Inspired by 
the legendary Michael Jackson, MJ5 
are known for their animation dance 
style. “We love his style and try to 
incorporate some of his moves in 
our dance," says Karthik.  In response 
to how relevant their rendering of 

Michael Jackson's dances were to 
young audiences today, Karthik said, 
“Michael Jackson was a legend and 
the art he created in the form of 
music and dance will always be alive. 
I doubt if there is any dancer who 
does not consider him an idol. We 
have watched MJ’s dance style so 
many times on screen and practiced 
his every move so often that it now 
comes to us quite naturally. But our 
dance is not just an imitation of MJ, we 
have added our own improvisations 
and blended in our unique styles.” 

While many dance troupes claim 
that they adhere to a strict dance 
practice schedule, MJ5 appears to 

be more relaxed on that score. “We 
practice based on upcoming shows; 
sometimes it might be just for two 
hours, or it could go on all night, 
depending on how long it took us to 
get it perfect,” revealed Karthik.

Speaking about their future plans, 
he said that they were planning 
on starting their own MJ5 Dance 
Academy in Mumbai next year where 
they plan on training aspiring young 
dancers. Asked what advice he would 
give to young people looking to take 
up dancing, Karthik said, “Watch and 
learn from your favorite dancers, 
but do not blindly copy their style. 
Once you have the basics right, start 
incorporating your own style and 
rhythm to it.” 

He went on to note that Star Plus 
and other television channels were 
really doing a great job in promoting 
the growth of young artistic talent in 
India. “A few years back, when reality 
dance shows were not very popular, 
aspiring dancers did not have a chance 
to prove their capabilities. But today 
there are many channels holding such 
shows and this helps to boost young 
talent in the country.” 

Karthik concluded by congratulat-
ing Arpan Kuwait on their 17th Annual 
Day and added, “Indian socio-cultural 
organization such as Arpan, play a big 
role in supporting and encouraging 
the talent of youngsters abroad and 
this is really great.  I would also like to 
thank them for hosting us and giving 
us the opportunity to perform before 
a great audience in Kuwait. We look 
forward to coming back here.”

LOCAL

                    Sensational 
                         dance troupe 

performs in Kuwait
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The Turkish ambassador to Kuwait 
H.E. Murat Tamer hosted a 

reception at the embassy premises to 
commemorate the 93rd Anniversary 
of his country’s National Day on 30 
October. 

Gracing the occasion was 
His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
and the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance and Minister of 
Oil Anas Al Saleh as the guest of 
honors at the celebrations, which 
included members of the diplomatic 
corps, dignitaries, special invitees and 
media personnel.  

In his address to the gathering, 
Ambassador Murat reiterated the 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s address to the nation that 
emphasized the country’s growing 
economy and strong democracy, 
declaring that the failed coup d’etat 
of July 15 had reaffirmed the Turkish 
nation's unity, making it stronger, 
more astute and more resolute today. 

The Ambassador went on to 
praise the cordial relations between 
Kuwait and Turkey, and highlighted 
the many high profile visits between 
Heads of States and high ranking 
officials. He said, “During my stay 
in friendly Kuwait for the last 3.5 
years, there have been five visits 
by the Heads of State of both 
countries. In this year alone, we were 

honored with the visit of H.H. the 
Amir of Kuwait to Turkey within the 
framework of activities organized by 
the United Nations. 

This is in addition to the many 
visits on the level of Speakers of 
National Assembly and Ministers 
of Foreign affairs, as well as other 
Ministers on different occasions.” The 
Ambassador stressed that there is 

the possibility of more mutual visits 
in the near future as the leadership 
of both countries are keen to further 
the strong relations they share by 
employing every potential to achieve 
their planned goals. 

He mentioned that due to the 
support, mutual trust and confidence 
between the two countries, the 
construction sector in Turkey, which 

is ranked highly in the world, was able 
to participate in numerous projects 
in Kuwait to the value of$7 billion. He 
indicated that Limak Construction, 
which had won the tender for 
Kuwait International Airport’s new 
terminal construction, would give it 
a beautiful upgrade that would be 
highly regarded in the GCC and the 
entire region.

Turkish Ambassador 
hosts reception on National Day

ASSE Kuwait Chapter extends its congratulation 
to its chapter professional member Mr. Bala 

Siva Srikanth Adivi, who has been awarded the Global 
Region Safety Professional of the Year (SPY) 2016. 
The award recognizes his significant achievement 
in the profession as well as his outstanding service 
to the Kuwait Chapter and for ASSE as a whole in 
recognizing with first ever Global Region SPY Award. 
Michael Belcher, President 2015-2016 ASSE with 
Ashok Garlapati, Global Region Vice President, ASSE 
and Jitu Patel, Fellow ASSE presented the award at 
the Global Presidential reception during this year’s 
annual ASSE Professional Development Conference 
i.e. Safety-2016.

Bala Siva Srikanth Adivi wins
 Safety Professional of the Year

Telangana Chaitanya Sravanthi (TCS-Kuwait) 
celebrated their unique Bathukamma 

Festival on 7 October in the Community Hall 
of Fintas in the presence of its members and 
their families along with the invited guests. 
During the show, the children put up a dazzling 
semi-classical dance performance, and this was 

followed by a commendable maiden Prerini 
Dance for the first time in Kuwait, which is a 
unique dance form of Telangana region. The 
audience was enthralled by the lovely Telangana 
folk songs as well as a wonderful skit from 
the Ramayana. TCS, Kuwait also organized 
competitions where many received great prizes.

TCS-Kuwait celebrates Bathukamma Festival

Director General for 
Residency Affairs Major 

General Talal Marafie said 
that officers from the General 
Department for Residency 
Investigations and General 
Department for Residency 
Affairs recently embarked 
on inspection campaigns 
in Ahmadi and Hawally 
governorates during which they issued 13 
citations against domestic labor recruitment 
offices for violating law No. 68/2016.

They also arrested four abandoned 
domestic workers and 25 others who were 
dumped at the shelter and are awaiting their 

employers for investigations, 
and referred three individuals 
who were reported as 
absconding to the relevant 
authorities.

He revealed that 
the Domestic Workers 
Department received 1,057 
complaints from January 
2016 until end of October, 

indicating that these complaints included 37 
from domestic workers, 1,002 from employers 
and 18 from domestic labor recruitment 
offices. He added that the department solved 
majority of those problems and referred only 
12 to the relevant courts.

Raids conducted against maid hiring offices
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MoI recently seized 18,000 
bottles of illegal liquor worth 

KD15 million. Ministry of Interior 
Undersecretary Lieutenant General 
Sulaiman Fahad Al-Fahad said in a 
statement that officers at drug control 
department arrested two suspects of 
Kuwaiti and Iranian nationalities who 
tried to smuggle the largest-ever 
batch of alcohol into the country.

Gold thieves gang arrested: 
Farwaniya securitymen arrested a 
four member gang of Jordanians 
specialized in gold shop heist. While 
patrolling the area, securitymen 
saw the gang escaping, which led to 
a chase and resulted in their arrest. 
Investigations revealed the gang 
attempted to rob a gold shop but the 
owner was rescued by passersby and 
the gang took to their heels.

Securitymen also found $4,500 
and KD 2,260 in their possession. 
Further investigations revealed the 
gang robbed another gold shop in 
the area where they carted away 
gold worth KD 8,500. It also turned 
out that the four Jordanians entered 
Kuwait on visit visa. 

Five arrested for cashing forged 
cheques: Personnel from the Criminal 
Investigations Department arrested 
five members of an international 
network — two Kuwaitis, two 
Jordanians and a Saudi for cashing 
forged cheques sent from overseas.

These members reportedly 
deducted 10 percent of their 

commission and then sent the rest of 
the money to the original beneficiary 
from an unidentified Arab country. 
The Saudi expatriate admitted to 
forging 20 cheques drawn in favor of 
the Kuwait International Bank issued 
by an educational establishment 
for KD 200,000 with the help of a 
person in an Arab country. One of 
the Jordanians has been arrested 
for forging four cheques worth KD 
40,000.

Kuwaiti student arrested in New 
York: Attempts to release a Kuwaiti 
student, Nayef Al-Rashidi who was 
arrested in New York because his 
mobile phone contained ‘illegal 
photos and videos’ have failed, but a 
lawyer has been assigned to follow 
up the case. The assistant foreign 
minister said the ministry would spare 
no efforts to follow affairs of the 
Kuwaiti citizens. 

Beggar with two children arrested: 
An Indian woman was arrested 
in Hawally area for begging along 
with two children. According to 
the General Department of Public 
Relations and Media Security, the 
woman’s civil ID expired in 2012 and 
her children did not have theirs. The 
children were also discovered to be 
suffering from bad medical conditions 
due to which they were referred to 
the Infectious Diseases Hospital. 
During the investigation suspicions 
were raised concerning whether the 
children were hers. The suspect was 
referred to the concerned authorities 
and her sponsor was summoned for 
questioning.

KD15 million worth 
liquor seized

Indian Expat accused of 
facilitating entry of deported

An Indian expatriate who works 
for an aviation company 

was arrested for facilitating the 
entry of deported individuals and 
helping them obtain residencies. 
General Department of Residency 
Investigation Affairs had received 
information that the suspect 
was facilitating entry procedures 
for expatriates for different 
reasons and that he had collected 
amounts ranging from KD 1,000 
to KD 1,500.

156 arrested in crackdown

Ahmadi securitymen arrested 
156 individuals, issued 25 

traffic citations and seized three 
vehicles during a campaign 
launched in Sabah Al-Ahmad 
area based on instructions 
from Ahmadi Security Director 
Brigadier Abdullah Safa. 
According to security sources, 
the arrested individuals included 
134 loiterers who did not have 
any identification documents, 
six expatriates who were wanted 
for a number of lawsuits, 15 
violators of residency law and 
one individual wanted for a 
criminal case.

CRIME

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

placed Kuwait firmly among leading 
cultural venues in the region with the 
inauguration on Monday, 31 October, 
of the futuristic Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Grand Cultural Centre in Kuwait City. 

The Amir was received by Deputy 
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali 
Jarrah Al-Sabah, Minister of Information 
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs 
Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud 
Al-Sabah and the Minister of Education 
and Minister of Higher Education Dr. 
Bader Al-Essa.

Also present to welcome the Amir 
were H.H. the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Deputy 
Chief of the National Guard Sheikh 
Mishaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
H.H. Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Ahmad Al- Sabah, H.H. the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al- Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh 

Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Finance and Acting Oil Minister Anas 
Al-Saleh, former National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim and other 
senior state officials. The special guest 
on the occasion was Sheikha Moza bint 

Nasser Al Missned of Qatar.
His Highness the Amir expressed 

his appreciation for the speedy 
construction of the venue and the 
excellent preparations that went into 
the inauguration ceremony. He said 
the Center would boost and complete 
artistic, cultural and intellectual march 
of the dear homeland, adding that 

it would form a cultural and tourist 
landmark that attracts citizens, expats 
and visitors as well.

The cultural activities at the Center’s 
2000-seat opera house opened with 
a stellar performance by renowned 
Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli. Top 
Kuwaiti singers, artists and performers 
also took part in the event, which was 

attended by a large number of local and 
foreign dignitaries. 

The KD225 million Cultural Center is 
located on a sprawling 214,000 square 
meter area opposite the seafront in the 
heart of Kuwait City. It comprises of 
four buildings, a theatre centre, a music 
centre, a conference centre and a library 
for historical documents.

His Highness the Amir inaugurates iconic cultural center
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The Indian Community 
School Kuwait - Senior 

(ICSK) organized ‘Art Fest-
Paradigm 2016’ on 19 and 20 
October.

The fest provided an ideal 
platform for the ICSK students 
to display their intelligence 
and talents. Brigadier General 
Md. Nasimul Gani, afwc, psc 
was the Chief Guest for the 
occasion. Principal and Senior 
Administrator ICSK, Kuwait 
Dr. V. Binumon, welcomed 
the gathering. Distinguished 
guests, parents, ICSK alumni 
and honorary BOTs graced 
the occasion. The honorary 
members of the ICSK Board of 
Trustees graced the occasion 
with their presence. 

The competitions were 
conducted under category 4 
and 5 respectively on stage 
1 and 2 for Secondary and 
Senior secondary students. 
It was highly commendable 
that 70 percent of students 
participated in around 83 
events, both off-stage and 
on-stage. Abel Chris secured 

maximum point individually 
under category 4 and won 
the title of ‘Kalaprathibha’ 
and Shilpa Shaji Mohan was 
given the certificate and 
trophy for the ‘Kalathilak’ 

in the same category. Under 
category 5, Muhammad Basil 
secured maximum points 
individually and won the title 
of ‘Kalaprathibha’ and Fatema 
as ‘Kalathilak’ respectively.

LOCAL

‘Paradigm 2016’ showcases diverse 
talents of ICSK Senior students

As part of their commitment to enriching the 
Arab society through identifying, tackling, 

and resolving creative development issues in the 
region, the non-profit organization for Creative 
Education - NUQAT - announced the launch of 
their 7th annual conference in Kuwait – themed, 
‘The Seventh Sense – Powering the Creative 
Economy’

‘The Seventh Sense’ invites theorists, 
academics, artists, writers, designers and 
innovative thinkers from all practices to discuss 
the ‘mechanism’ of producing new ideas in 
humans, and how this potential can be developed 
to fuel more innovation in the Arab industries, 
thus powering the creative economy.

Nuqat’s 8-day conference, from 10 to 17 
November, will take place at the Amricani 
Cultural Centre and Saud Al-Nasser Al-Sabah 
Kuwaiti Diplomatic Institute (KDI), and with 
platinum sponsorships of the National Fund for 
SME Development, in addition to the cultural 
partnership of ’LOYAC’ ’LAPA’ and ‘Al Shaheed 
Park’. The Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Youth, Sheikha Al Zain Al-Sabah, will inaugurate 
the conference on 10 November. 

Commending the cultural event, Sheikha Al 
Zain, said: “We are very pleased and honored to 
be part of NUQAT’s cultural conference this year, 
with its definitive objectives that are conformant 
with the Ministry’s ambitions to cater for youth’s 
needs and aspirations. Our vision has always 
been to power a creative youth and a progressive 
generation, dedicated to innovation, and is an 
active partner in sustainable development. 
We strive to achieve this by supporting such 
initiatives, and we are pleased to represent Kuwait 
in a conference of such grand caliber.”

Cultural activist, and Founder and Director of 
Nuqat, Wakim Zeidan, stated: “Every year, Nuqat 
hosts one of the largest cultural awareness 
events in the world, which adheres to highest 
standards of event management. We tend to 
focus on pressing cultural topics that were very 
methodically researched, and are relevant to 
the Arab audience. Accordingly, ‘The Seventh 
Sense’ this year will provide a unique platform 
for its attendees to exchange ideas, share skills 
and spark collaborations on how man’s inventive 
skillsets and intuitive capacity for creation can be 
an exceptionally valuable resource in sustaining 
national and global economies.”

A very select group of panelists and speakers 
have been invited from all across the globe 
to participate in Nuqat’s annual conference. 
Among these leaders will be, Co-Founder of Atari 

Interactive company, Nolan Bushnell; renowned 
Cultural Leader, Soud Al-Sannoussi; famous 
Kuwaiti novelist, Sultan Al-Qasimi, and Minister 
of State for Federal National Council of the UAE 
Her Excellency Madam Noora Al-Kaabi.

Other prominent figures in government, 
technology, architecture and various business 
fields will deliberate on powering the creative 
economy, as Nuqat aims to reach for the 
professionals of the overall economy that should 
function with innovation at the core, and not just 
the creative industries.

Elaborating further, Founder and Content 
Leader of Nuqat, Hussa Al-Humaidhi said: “In 
addition to the exciting creative talks, discussion 
panels, roundtables and the workshops, there 
will be a whole cultural program in place with 
the opening of  art exhibitions and events of 
entertainment: Music, theatre, poetry, film 
screening, book signings and cultural tours. We 
will also hold design competitions and mental 
games during the conference.” 

Nuqat Founder, and Creative Mastermind, 
Sarah Al-Nafisi, added: “The different discussions 
and educational lectures that will take place in 
this conference will be taken region wide in order 
to trigger the conversations across all Arabian 
cities on the creative economy. Nuqat intends to 
establish and partner with organizations across 
the Middle East that share and apply the same 
vision for creative education.”

That zealous team of Arab visionaries founded 
Nuqat back in 2009, with great passion and rising 
optimism to fuel the creative dialogue and open 
new frontiers for cultural innovation. Since its 
inception, Nuqat has held many events and 
edifying workshops related to art and culture, 
and had hosted annual themed conferences, 
with creative educational content that is carefully 
researched, arranged and well presented to the 
modern Arab world. 

NUQAT announces launch of 
7th annual conference in Kuwait

In line with a pending special report on changes 
to Kuwait’s demographic structure, officials are 

considering halting the recruitment of expats in the 
public sector with the exception of those whose 
special experience means they cannot be replaced 
by nationals.

Sources at the Supreme Planning Council’s 
secretariat general said the number of Kuwaitis 
is continuously decreasing due to the growing 
percentage of expats in the country.

The report, which includes 12 recommendations, 
highlighted the building of 'labour cities' to control 
the number of expats entering and exiting Kuwait. 
Most of the recommendations in the report revolve 
around the reduction of expat workers and recruiting 

only those who can benefit Kuwait. Sources at the 
council also called for stricter measures to resolve 
relevant issues such as travel bans and immediate 
deportation procedures. 

Kuwait looks to ban expats 
from public sector jobs

In recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness month, 
Al Sidra association held an event in Al Shaheed 

Park on 26 October, during which cancer survivors 
Mrs. Dalaa Al-Mufti and Ms. Sharifah Al-Haqbani 
gave inspirational speeches regarding their journey 
to recovery and the valuable lessons they learned 
along the way. The two women educated the public 
and emphasized the importance of regular breast 
screening tests. Mr. Ali Dashti also explained the 

harmful effects of negative thinking and the ways in 
which people can work towards a better life through 
changing their outlook on life.  BSK students, 
Charity committee leaders and those who were in 
charge of organizing BSK’s Pink Saturday charity 
event that raised more than KD 4000, were invited 
to attend.  BSK students also got the chance to 
meet the spouse of the US Ambassador to Kuwait 
Catherine Silverman.

 BSK students participate in Al Sidra 
Breast Cancer Awareness event
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LuLu Hypermarket, the premier lifestyle 
shopping destination, prepares its valued 

customers for the winter season with its ‘Get 
Ready for Winter’ promotion, an offering of trendy 
comfortable winter wear at special prices. The 
promotion, available in all its outlets, includes a 
diverse and exciting range of winter clothing and 
accessories guaranteed to keep customers warm.  

Great offers are available during the special 
promotion of LuLu Hypermarket for all your 
needs from fashionable winter garments to chic 

footwear. The promotion promises unparalleled 
quality winter gear at unbeatable prices from 
popular brands such as Arezzo, Cortigiani, 
Debacker, Eten and John Louis.

Among the favored items in the winter 
clothing range are a number of stylish jackets, 
sweaters and winter clothing accessories that 
combine affordability with style. The promotional 
offer extends to the kids’collection that is fun, 
casual and enables your child to make a fashion 
statement at reasonable prices.

LuLu Hypermarket launches 
‘Get ready for winter’ promotion

Leaders Group Company 
for Consulting and 

Development continues 
preparations to host the 
Horeca Kuwait 2017, an 
exhibition that focuses on 
hospitality, catering and 
hotel equipment sectors. In 
this regard, Al-Othman and 
Al-Bisher Trading Company 
(OBTC) announced their 
participation in the event as 
a golden sponsor, stressing 
that the exhibition has 
proven the significance of 
specialized fairs in promoting 
trade exchanges amongst 
companies. 

Managing Director Jagdeep 
Sahani said, “OBTC is making 
sure to participate in the ex-
hibition in order to display its 
exclusive services and prod-
ucts that meet demand from 
Indian and Kuwaiti establish-
ments. The exhibition also 
meets the company’s vision 
in communicating with pres-
ent customers and wins the 
trust of new ones.” 

Mr. Jagdeep added, “Ever 
since its establishment in 
1974, OBTC has been keen 

on providing a large variety 
of international products 
and brands that match the 
highest quality and safety 
standards, while at the same 
time offer competitive prices 
under direct supervision 
from its board members.” 

Meanwhile, OBTC’s 
Administrative Director Jaten 
Sahani noted that OBTC was 
the exclusive agent, importer 
and distributor for over 50 of 
prestigious and multinational 
brands, and that it was 
ranked as one of the largest 
and most professional 
grocery and household 
housewares distributing 
companies, leading the 
industry in Kuwait.

He added that after 
four decades in business 
and two generations 
of management, OBTC 
managed to expand its 
services and now operates 
in both India and Kuwait 
with extended services all 
over the Middle East. 

Leaders Group is hosting 
the event in cooperation 
with the Hospitality Services 
Company at Mishref 
International Fair Grounds 
on 16-18 January, 2017. 

It is held under auspices of 
the Minister of Information 
and Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman 
Sabah Al-Salem AlHumoud 
Al-Sabah.

Thrissur Association of Kuwait (TRASSK) 
conducted a cricket tournament for its 

members with the participation of a total of 
8 teams from associations in different areas 
assembling at the Abbasiya cricket ground. 
The tournament was formally inaugurated by 
Sebastian Vathukadan, Association President, 
while Joseph Kanakan, Sports Convener, 
welcomed the players and audience. Abbasiya 

A area C team won the tournament and 
Abbasiya A-B team were the runner up.

The titles awarded to the deserving players 
were as follows: Best Batsman- Shafeek 
(Abbasiya B), Best Bowler-Vinu (Abbasiya A 
C), Best Wicket Keeper-Shameer (Jahra), Best 
Catch-Rejeesh (Fahaheel), Man of the Match- 
Yunis (Abbasiya A C) and Man of the Series- 
Shajahan (Abbasiya A C).

TRASSK conducts Cricket Tournament 2016

OBTC joins Horeca as golden sponsor

Statistics issued by the security authorities 
shows the government of Kuwait has 

deported nearly one million expatriates over the 
past 20 years for committing various offenses.

Some of the expats were deported after 
serving time in prison while others were 
deported administratively upon orders of the 
Ministry of Interior.

Fifty percent of those deported are 
believed to be Asians and others Arabs. Most 
of deportees were accused of bootlegging, 
trafficking in drugs, robbery, fraud, rape and 
kidnapping.

Those deported administratively without 
being referred to the judiciary were violators of 
residence and labor laws.

Nearly a million expats deported in 20 years

Kuwait, under financial stress due to low 
oil prices, plans to end all forms of public 

subsidies by 2020. A committee set up by the 
finance ministry to review all public subsidies 
said it plans to gradually reduce subsidies until 
it ends them completely by 2020.

Public subsidies and social aid are 
estimated in the current fiscal year’s budget at 
over $3 billion, about five percent of projected 
spending.

Kuwait has already lifted subsidies on diesel 
and kerosene which are being priced according 
to international oil price.

In September, Kuwait partially lifted 
subsidies on petrol sparking a political crisis 
that led to the dissolution of Parliament and 
calls for new elections. The government had 
also secured the backing of the Parliament 
before it was dissolved to raise electricity and 
water prices paid by foreign residents and 
businesses, but exempted Kuwait citizens.

But the government agreed to compensate 
citizens for raising petrol prices by offering 
each driver some 75 litres (20 gallons) of petrol 
free of charge each month.

The hike, ranging from about 40 to 80 
percent depending on the type of fuel, went 
into effect on 1 September as part of reform 
measures to plug a budget deficit resulting 
from low oil prices. It was the first such 
increase since 1998.

The OPEC member recorded a budget 
shortfall of KD 4.6 billion in the fiscal year 
which ended on 31 March. Kuwait is projecting 
a deficit of $29 billion in this fiscal year which 
started 1 April.

Kuwait plans to end all forms 
of public subsidies by 2020
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who have signed up to the Paris 
Agreement, 97 have ratified it as of 4 
November, 2016. The critical threshold 
needed for the Agreement to enter into 
force was achieved on 5 October of this 
year, when 55 members representing 
55 percent of global greenhouse gas 
emissions (55/55) ratified the pact. 
Following the one-month stipulated 
waiting period, the Paris Agreement 
officially entered into force on Friday, 
4 November. The ratification is timely 
in that it comes just ahead of 22nd 
Conference of Parties (COP22), and 
the 12th session of the Conference of 
the Parties serving as the meeting of 
the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP 
12), which are scheduled to be held 
in Marrakech, Morocco from 7 to 18 
November. 

The Ad Hoc Working Group on the 
Paris Agreement (APA), which was 
established at COP21and tasked with 
preparing for the entry into force of the 
Paris Agreement, is now responsible 
for convening the first session of the 
Conference of the Parties serving as 
the meeting of the Parties to the Paris 

Agreement (CMA1) during COP22. The 
APA is also mandated to prepare draft 
decisions to be recommended through 
the COP to the CMA1 for consideration 
and adoption by members at their 
various sessions in Marrakech. 

The Marrakech meeting is expected 
to focus on several substantive issues 
and challenges facing governments as 
they chart their way forward towards 
meeting the objectives of the Convention 
and implementing the Paris Agreement. 
Of particular concern will be continued 
efforts by countries to achieve the Paris 
Agreement's goal of keeping global 
temperature rise this century below 2 
degree Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 

With growing realization that 
limiting temperature rise to 2°C will not 
provide a sufficient guardrail against 
global warming, countries are being 
urged to increase their efforts to reduce 
emissions under the pre-2020 period of 
the Kyoto Protocol, as well as turn their 
post-2020 Paris pledges into concrete 
actions. 

The Marrakech meeting’s focus on 
pre-2020 action is reflected in a new 
report ‘Setting the Path to 1.5°C’, to be 
launched by a diverse coalition of civil 

society groups gathering for COP22. 
These groups made a splash last year 
with their analysis of countries' post-
2020 pledges, which highlighted how 
developing countries are as a whole 
much closer to taking on their fair 
share of the collective effort than the 
developed countries. 

Participating countries at COP22 will 
also discuss the 2016 review of the ‘loss 
and damage’ mechanism that develops 
policy frameworks to help communities 
deal with a variety of climate change 
impacts. 

Developing countries are stressing 
that developed countries have a moral 
imperative to provide necessary finance 
for ‘loss and damage’ caused by their 
unbridled emissions in the past.

Civil groups point out that although 
more than135 million people are 
at risk of displacement due to land 
degradation and  tens of millions risk 
being impoverished as their livelihoods 
are threatened, climate change policies 
which would help, such as the ‘loss 
and damage’ mechanism and its newly 
established displacement task force, 
remain under-resourced and funding 
for adaptation remains inadequate. 

Anticipating climate change to 
exacerbate displacement around the 
world, civil society groups meeting in 
Marrakech are also mounting calls for 
governments to address the gaps in legal 
protection for ‘climate migrants’.

A major conflict among countries is 
likely to arise in Morocco over finance 
after developed countries released a 
‘roadmap’ to the $100 billion per year 
which they have committed to find by 
2020. 

Developing countries and civil society 
groups have already severely criticized 
the roadmap for ‘double counting’ 
existing aid flows and exaggerating 
the rate at which public money can 
leverage private funds. Concerns over 
the new ‘roadmap’ also include the fact 
that it provides no scope for increased 
financing from developed countries and 
multilateral financial institutions over 
the pledges made in Paris. With the costs 
of developing countries' Paris pledges 
expected to exceed $4 trillion, these 
criticisms will have to be addressed 
if countries are to implement the 
Agreement successfully.

Also, many countries that are yet to 
ratify the Agreement say the 97 ratified 

members who form the CMA1 should 
not be making rules and taking decisions 
on how the Paris Agreement is to be 
implemented.  

If the concerns of these states are not 
allayed then difficulties could arise during 
the meetings.  With more than 20,000 
participants gathered in Marrakech, the 
question of who can and cannot take 
part in talks on how to implement the 
Paris Agreement has the potential to 
create further frictions with civil society 
groups calling on the UNFCCC to "kick 
out big polluters" due to their conflict 
of interest, resulting in a heated debate 
between countries. Of the 197 member 
states to the UNFCCC, 192 have signed up 
to the Paris Agreement; the five outliers 
are: Iraq, Nicaragua, Saudi Arabia, Syria 
and Uzbekistan. 

Although it will not match the high-
drama of Paris, the Marrakech meeting 
will nevertheless see some challenging 
questions raised over how to fairly 
increase pre-2020 ambition, as well as 
how to ensure that the $100 billion is 
really flowing to developing countries for 
projects that cut emissions and that help 
communities deal with climate change 
impacts.

Paris Agreement entry into force, boosts COP22 in Marrakech

The Indonesian embassy in association 
with the National Council for Culture, 

Arts and Letters (NCCAL) organized a show 
featuring traditional Indonesian dance and 

culture at the Abdulhusain Abdulridha 
Theatre, Salmiya on 29 October. 

The visiting Indonesian troupe performed 
traditional folk dances to the accompaniment 

of music renowned in the country. 
With graceful movements and rhythmic 

dance steps, and adorned in colorful garb, 
the troupe entertained the large audience. 

Their fascinating display also included 
a mask dance and elaborate costumes 
that highlighted the rich heritage of their 
country. 

Concert showcases Indonesian music and dance

Continued from Page 1

but in recent days he had told co-workers that his mother 
had been diagnosed with cancer and needed an urgent 
operation. But Dizon did not have the money; he had not 
received his salary for three months or the promised airline 
ticket to return home. “This is the third time such an incident 
occurred inside the workers’ camp and nothing has changed,” 
said a worker ruefully. 

According to sources who spoke with The Times Kuwait, 
there are more than 800 Filipino workers hired by this 
specific company and they are on contract with several local 
companies. “Conditions of workers vary depending on the 

contracts they are involved with, some receive their salaries 
on time but majority of workers’ salary schedules are erratic 
and in some cases they have not been paid from anywhere 
between two to six months,” stated the source. 

The Times Kuwait was also informed that workers in this 
company have always been the victims of repeated promises of 
salary payments that never materialize. “We have complained to 
the Philippine Embassy, but representatives from the company’s 
human resources department have been very uncooperative 
and in some instances unresponsive,” added the source. 

According to the records of the Philippine Labor Office, 
since 2014, the company has been asked to comply with the 
demands of its workers but repeatedly failed to respond. 
“On the recommendations of former Philippine Labor 
Attaché Atty. Cesar Chavez, the Philippine Overseas Labor 
Office issued a letter of order putting the company on a 
blacklist and disqualified it from hiring anymore Filipinos,” 
explained Philippine Assistant Labor Attaché Lilly Guerrero. 
She added that the embassy recently held a meeting with 
the human resources department of the company and they 
were requested to meet representatives from each group 
separately, since bringing together more than eight hundred 
Filipino workers was impossible. Even after such agreement 
was made, the company failed to comply. 

Meanwhile, the latest death in its workers’ camp has led 
the company to warn all the employees living there not to 
communicate with any media and threatened that anyone 
who violates will face serious repercussions. Employees have 
also been warned not to take any videos involving the case. 
In fact, it was The Times Kuwait journalist who reported the 
death of Dizon to the Philippine Labor Office on Sunday; the 
embassy officials had no knowledge of the case even though a 
couple of days had passed and the company had not bothered 
to inform the embassy of the incident.

“Some of us have received our salaries but many have not, 
it’s a struggle every day, although food and accommodations 
are provided but how do we explain to our families and children 
why we are unable to provide financial support to them back in 
the Philippines? We have sold even our personal belongings to 
be able to send money to our families back home, until when 
are we able to do this,” asked a worker. “We have forwarded 
Dizon’s case to our Assistant to Nationals Unit to pursue 
investigations and hold accountable whoever was responsible 
for causing this unfortunate incident,” said Guerrero. She 
added that Filipinos should not resort to such dire actions and 
should instead immediately come to the labor office for help.

Delayed, denied salaries 
leave expatriates in limbo

Continued from Page 1

Thousands of expatriates have 
been rendered jobless and left to fend 
for themselves. Seeking refugee with 
friends, or stranded in distant workers’ 
camps, many of these unfortunate 
workers are in total desperation. 
Without money to buy food, to send 
home to their families or repay earlier 
loans, some are seeking the ultimate 
opt out by ending their lives with a 
sheet or rope tied to the ceiling.

The most recent story was that of a 
young Filipino man who ended his life 
last Friday inside the workers’ camp 
of one of the largest construction 
companies in Kuwait.  Unable to 
cope with pressures brought on by an 
employer unwilling to pay salary arrears, 
mounting debt and no money to live 
on or send home, several hundred 
employees living in the same camp are 
at a crossroad. They are desperately 
seeking help from their embassies and 
pleading with the government to step 
in and solve their problems. For its part, 
the government has stepped up efforts 
to ensure timely payment of salaries and 
stipulated that non-payment of salaries 
is a violation of local laws. Nevertheless, 
many companies continue to flout 

regulation and deny workers their 
salaries. Labor-related problems and 
complaints are normal in a country like 
Kuwait where nearly 1,500,000 workers 
reside, a senior government official 
recently said. The official was responding 
to a report by Migrant Rights, a non-
profit organization that reports on the 
conditions of migrant workers in the 
Middle East, which claimed that nearly 
15,000 complaints of ‘unpaid wages 
and benefits’ have emerged in Kuwait. 
It is estimated that more than 10,000 
labor disputes are received annually. 
The complaints ranged from delayed 
payments, passport confiscation, failure 
to approve visa transfer papers, etc.  He 
said that the newly-established labor 
authority has its doors wide open to 
receive labor-related complaints. “The 
authority will not hesitate to intervene 
as soon as possible in order to find 
solutions that protect the rights of 
workers and employers at the same 
time,” he added.

Despite this assurance, powerful 
and callous companies still manage 
to ride slipshod over regulations and 
continue to deny the basic human 
rights of their employees. Filipino 
worker ends life due to depression and 
non-payment of salary.

Depression, non-payment of salary ends Filipino's life 
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In recognition of the former 
South African president Nelson 

Mandela’s efforts in spearheading 
the tenets of peace, democracy, 
freedom and reconciliation through 
various endeavors, South Africa 
and the world celebrates Nelson 

Mandela International Day. The day 
commemorates Mandela’s life and 
legacy, and is a global movement to 
encourage charity and volunteering 
in the interest of the collective 
community good. 

In line with these principals, the 

South African embassy in collaboration 
with the Al Kharafi Activity Kids Centre, 
organized a musical evening dedicated 
to African culture and tradition at the 
Centre’s premises on 29 October. The 
theme for the evening was ‘Take Action. 
Inspire Change’, which was emphasized 

during the arts fair held on the sidelines. 
As a special guest on the occasion, 

the South African Deputy Minister for 
Arts and Culture Rejoice Thizwilondi 
Mabudafhasi, who was part of the 
South African Fine Arts delegation 
on a recent visit to Kuwait, was 

present along with the South African 
Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Mzolisa 
Bona. The arts exhibition showcased a 
colorful array of South African crafts 
as well as other imaginative creations 
from the center’s participants, with 
children enthusiastically involved. 

South African embassy and Al Kharafi Activity Kids Centre 
celebrate Nelson Mandela International Day

Last week, the Ministry of Information 
referred a private television channel to the 

public prosecutor for breaching the country’s 
newly enacted e-media law. The channel was 
accused of illegally covering news related to the 
country’s parliamentary elections. 

The new e-media law, which was 
implemented in July 2016, regulates all web-
based media. It obliges websites and other 
entities operating online, including electronic 
news services, bulletins, websites belonging to 
newspapers and televisions, to obtain a license 
from the government.

The law is meant to tackle unmonitored 
content which is produced, developed, broadcast 

or published through the internet or any other 
communications network. The law is said to 
guarantee freedom of use of electronic media 
for all citizens and expats in Kuwait. Authorities 
have also claimed there is no prior censorship on 
content circulated on electronic sites.

Nevertheless, the new law is quite 
comprehensive in its reach and interpretation. 
The first article in the e-media law says it 
pertains to publishing or broadcasting items 
and forms of a media service of electronic 
content that is produced, developed, 
upgraded, dealt with, broadcast, published 
or reached through the internet or any other 
communications network.

TV channel violating e-media
law referred to prosecutor

The General Traffic Department is to toughen 
penalties for those who commit grave traffic 

violations. As per new recommendations, reckless 
drivers are to be imprisoned for three days, fined 
KD150 and their cars impounded for three months. 
A fine of KD100 will also be imposed on those 
running red lights and on those who park in areas 
allocated for the disabled.

Furthermore, the Acting Assistant 
Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs at the Ministry 
of Interior Major-General Fahd Al-Shuwea, also 
issued a decision which allows traffic directors 
to refer traffic violators whose fines exceed 
KD50 to the court. The Traffic Department also 
decided to withdraw license plate numbers 
of vehicles intentionally obstructing traffic 
movement. 

Following this new decision, it was reported 
that a total of 197 plate numbers — 50 in Hawally 
Governorate, 38 in the Capital Governorate, 40 in 
Farwaniya Governorate, 20 in Jahra Governorate, 
20 in Ahmadi Governorate and 29 in Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Governorate, were removed on the first 
day of its implementation.

The department affirmed that the campaign 
is in accordance with Article 42 of the Traffic Law 
which states, “The General Traffic Department is 
allowed to withdraw driving license or vehicle plate 
number or both as administrative withdrawal for a 
maximum period of four months.”

Unhappy with this decision, several drivers who 
were affected on the first day of its implementation 
argued that the department did not give proper 
guidelines or definition of obstruction of traffic.

They pointed out that when the plate number 
was withdrawn, the driver was not able to move 
the vehicle because it did not have a plate number, 
which meant the vehicle would continue to 
obstruct the traffic. They said not knowing what 
to do with your car after the plate number is 
withdrawn is a clear indication that the law needs 
more explanation.

Those who gave their opinion on this matter 
suggested it would have been better if the General 
Traffic Department constructed more parking 
areas, in coordination with Kuwait Municipality, 
for those who end up parking their vehicles in no-
parking areas due to the lack of such spaces.

Traffic violators to face heavy fines, jail-term
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This small island has big wonders in store for 
the tourist. See the world’s oldest living tree 

in Anuradhapura, stand awestruck by hundreds 
of elephants gathering in Minneriya, meditate in 
a 2000-year-old temple, exchange smiles while 
strolling a mellow village, marvel at exotic birds and 
wildflowers, try to keep count of the little dishes 
that come with your rice and curry or stroll past 
colonial gems in Colombo, and all this before hitting 
the many glorious beaches and phenomenal surf. 

Sigiriya: Rising from the central plains, the iconic 
rocky outcrop of Sigiriya is perhaps Sri Lanka's single 
most dramatic sight. Near-vertical walls soar to 
a flat-topped summit that contain the ruins of an 
ancient civilization, thought to be once the epicenter 
of the short-lived kingdom of Kassapa, and there are 
spellbinding vistas across mist-wrapped forests in 
the early morning.

Adam’s Peak: Located in a beautiful area of the 
southern Hill Country, this lofty peak has sparked 
the imagination for centuries and has been a focus 
for pilgrimage for more than 1000 years.

Famously known as Adam’s Peak (the place 
where Adam first set foot on earth after being 
cast out of heaven), some believe that the huge 
‘footprint’ crowning the peak belongs to St Thomas, 
the early apostle of India. The pilgrimage season 
here begins on poya day in December and runs until 
Vesak festival in May. During the pilgrimage season 
pilgrims and tourists alike make the climb up the 
countless steps to the top.

Hill country and Kandy: Occupying the island’s 
southern heartlands, the sublime green heights of 
the hill country are a world away from the sweltering 
coastal lowlands – indeed nothing encapsulates the 
scenic diversity of Sri Lanka as much as the short 
journey by road or rail from the humid urban melee 
of Colombo to the cool altitudes of Kandy or Nuwara 
Eliya. The landscape here is a beguiling mixture 
of nature and nurture. In places the mountainous 
green hills rise to surprisingly rugged and dramatic 

peaks; in others, the slopes are covered in carefully 
manicured tea gardens whose neatly trimmed lines 
of bushes add a toy-like quality to the landscape, 
while the mist and clouds which frequently blanket 
the hills add a further layer of mystery.

Uda Walawe national park: With herds of 
elephants, wild buffalo, sambar deer and leopards, 
this Sri Lankan national park rivals the savannah 
reserves of Africa. In fact, for elephant-watching, 

Uda Walawe often surpasses many of the most 
famous East African national parks. The park, which 
centers on the 308.2-sq-km Uda Walawe Reservoir, 
is lightly vegetated but it has a stark beauty and 
the lack of dense vegetation makes game-watching 
easy. 

Horton plains national park: Placed in the middle 
of the island nation of Sri Lanka, the Horton Plains 
National Park is a showpiece for the country’s peaks 
and valleys.  The park is also home to an innumerable 
selection of flora and fauna. Established in 1988, the 

park has become a prominent destination for visitors 
who seek to explore Sri Lanka’s natural side.  Where 
once the region served as big game hunting grounds, 
the terrain’s visitors have replaced rifles and trophies 
with camera and memories.

Peradeniya Botanic Gardens: At one time these 
beautiful botanical gardens were reserved exclusively 
for Kandyan royalty. Today even commoners are 
allowed into what are, at 60 hectares, the largest 
and most impressive botanic gardens in Sri Lanka.

Some of the major highlights include a fine 
collection of orchids and a stately avenue of royal 
palms. Also there is a giant Javan fig tree on the 
great lawn. Covering 2500 sq metres, it is like a giant, 
living geodesic dome.

Cave temples: The beautiful Royal Rock Temple 
complex sits about 160m above the road in the 
southern part of Dambulla. Five separate caves 
contain about 150 absolutely stunning Buddha 
statues and paintings, some of Sri Lanka's most 
important and evocative religious art. Buddha 
images were first created here over 2000 years ago, 
and over the centuries subsequent kings added to 
and embellished the cave art.

SRI LANKA
With a geographical outline like a pear and refreshingly 
idyllic surprises everywhere on the island, Sri Lanka rightfully 

claims to be the ‘Pearl of the Indian Ocean’.

   Sites to see

Sri Lankan cuisine has been influenced by many 
historical, cultural, and other factors. The 
central feature of Sri Lankan cuisine is boiled 
or steamed rice, served with a curry of fish, 
chicken, beef, mutton, or goat, along with other 
curries made with vegetables, lentils, or fruits.

Dishes are accompanied by pickled fruits or 
vegetables, chutneys, and sambols. Especially 
common is coconut sambol, a paste of ground 
coconut mixed with chili peppers, dried Maldive 
fish, and lime juice.

    Cuisine

Colombo: Sri Lanka's capital and largest city, 
Colombo, is at first glance a confusing jumble of 
bustling streets, modern office blocks, peeling 
colonial buildings, and downcast apartments. 
Besides this, there are also fine restaurants, a 
buzzing nightlife scene, good museums, parks, 
and beautiful Buddhist temples. The beach 
resort of Mt. Lavinia is only a short taxi ride 
from the downtown area and offers a golden, 
sandy beach and sunset view to die for. As an 
exciting blur of colors and cultures, Colombo 
presents a neatly packaged microcosm of this 
island nation.

Galle: At first sight, Galle is an endlessly 
exotic, bursting with the scent of spices and 
salty winds, and yet also, with its wonderful 
collection of Dutch-colonial buildings, a town 
of great beauty. Classic architecture melds 
with a dramatic tropical setting to create a 
reality that is endlessly interesting. Above all 
else, Galle is a city of trade and, increasingly, 
art. Today, the historic Fort area is crammed 
with little boutique shops, cafes and hotels 
owned by local and foreign artists, writers, 
photographers, designers and poets – a third of 
the houses are owned by foreigners.
Tangalle: Lapped by lazy azure waters, the 
coconut-colored beaches around Tangalle 
are simply astonishing. Tangalle itself marks 
the dividing line between the picture-perfect 
tropical coves that dominate much of the 
southwest coast and the long, wave-lashed 
beaches that one will find in the southeast 
corner of the island.

Anuradhapura: The ruins of Anuradhapura are 
one of South Asia’s most evocative sights. The 
sprawling complex contains a rich collection 
of archaeological and architectural wonders: 
enormous dagobas, soaring brick towers, 
ancient pools and crumbling temples, built 
during Anuradhapura’s thousand years of rule 
over Sri Lanka. Today, several of these sites 
remain in use as holy places and temples; 
frequent ceremonies give this place a vibrancy 
that is a sharp contrast to the ambience at 
Polonnaruwa.

   Cities to visit
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Global population is projected to 
reach nearly 10 billion by 2050 and 
to feed this population surge, the 
world will have to nearly double 
its food production. But already, 
fishing, farming and rearing cattle 
and fowls for food is increasingly 
becoming unsustainable.  

With water sources drying up faster than 
they can be replenished and food resources 
depleting, rearing insects for food could very 
well be the answer to humanity's future 
population bulge and dietary deficit. 

A two-year old study by the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) called 
‘Edible insects: Future prospects for food and 
feed security’ estimated that around two 
billion people around the world already include 

insects in their diet, and nearly 2,000 insect 
species are consumed globally. According 
to the report, the insects most commonly 
consumed are beetles (31%), caterpillars (18%) 
and, bees, wasps and ants (14%).

Although insects form part of the regular 
diet in some countries, eating bugs and worms 
is not exactly the most appetizing thought in 
many others. But, appetizing or not, we could all 
soon be forced to nibble on insects to meet our 
nutritional needs. 

With more than a billion people, or nearly 
13 percent of current world population, still 
remaining chronically hungry, and three billion 
more to feed by 2050, eating insects could be 
the only viable option. 

The idea of turning a crop pest into a best 
crop is increasingly gaining the attention of 
agriculture and nutrition researchers, as well 
as policy makers around the world. Not only 
are insects found in abundance in most parts 
of the world, they have also been shown to be a 
good source of protein. Nevertheless, the ability 
of insects to supply other nutritional needs of 
humans had not been thoroughly studies. 

New research now aims to plug that gap in 
knowledge by examining the nutritional profile 
of insects in detail and, in the process, determine 
whether insects can fill the same nutritional 
needs as beef.

The team behind the study analyzed the 
nutritional profiles of four insects, namely 
crickets, grasshoppers, buffalo worms and 
mealworms. They assessed the mineral content 
of each species, especially the calcium, iron, 

copper, manganese, magnesium, and zinc levels, 
and also calculated how much of each nutrient 
would likely be absorbed, using a model of 
human digestion.

For example, the iron levels were measured 
in terms of how much ferritin — a protein that 
stores and releases iron in almost all living 
creatures — was produced in the researchers' 
gut model. Levels of ferritin correlate with the 
amount of iron stored in the body.

The study showed that cricket and sirloin 
beef had higher levels of iron, calcium, and 
magnesium. Importantly, crickets contained 
the greatest available amount of iron, trumping 
even beef. Additionally, the group found that 
the copper, zinc, manganese, magnesium, 
and calcium in crickets, grasshoppers, and 
mealworms were more readily available for 
absorption than the same nutrients in beef.

The researchers concluded, “Commonly 
consumed insect species could be excellent 
sources of bioavailable iron and could provide 
the platform for an alternative strategy for 
increased mineral intake in the diets of humans."

In short, insects are capable of providing 
much of the nutrition humanity needs at a lower 
financial and environmental cost. The greatest 
struggle, however, will be changing perceptions 
toward insects as food. But that may not be an 
option in the very near future.

Bugs trump beef in nutritional value

There has been a long held view 
that when blood transfusions 

are needed, it may be best to use the 
freshest blood, but new research 
reveals that this is not true. 

The study, which examined 
almost 31,500 patients at six 
hospitals in four countries, showed 
that having a transfusion with the 
freshest blood did not reduce the 
proportion of patients who died 
in hospital. Though it has been 
a contentious issue for long, the 
new research finally puts an end 
to the question about whether 
stored blood could be harmful and 
fresher blood would be better. The 
study provides strong evidence 
which should reassure clinicians 
that ‘fresher is not better’ and that 
transfusion of fresh blood does not 
improve patient outcomes.

The new study comes as good 
news to blood suppliers worldwide 
as having a supply of stored blood 

helps to ensure that blood is 
available when a patient needs it.

The study showed mortality 
rate was 9.1 percent with people 
receiving the freshest blood, and 
8.7 percent among those receiving 
the oldest blood. There was 
no significant difference when 
looking at the patients' blood type, 
diagnosis, hospital or country.

Blood transfusions are a 
common medical intervention and 
advances in blood storage now 
allow blood to be stored up to 42 
days before transfusion. The usual 
practice is to use up the blood that 
has been in storage the longest. 
But, because there are biochemical, 
structural and functional changes 
in the blood during storage, there 
had been concerns about the use of 
'older' blood.

The new study will hopefully 
reassure blood banks and doctors 
that aging blood is not bad blood.

Old blood is as good as new

For many people reading a book is often the perfect way to 
relax and release everyday stresses. New research reveals 

that reading offers some very real benefits for health and well-
being; here are just five of them.

Reducing stress: Nearly two-third of all human illnesses and 
disease can be traced to or aggravated by stress; it raises the risk 
of stroke by 50 percent and that of heart disease by 40 percent. 
Studies have shown that reading can reduce stress by as much 
as 68 percent — this is higher than listening to music or going 
for a walk. Researchers behind the study found that just six 
minutes of reading can help slow down heart rate and reduce 
muscle tension. “Reading is more than a simple distraction 
from real life, it involves active engagement of the imagination 
with the printed word stimulating creativity and causing an 
altered state of consciousness,” say the study authors.

Slowing cognitive decline: As we age, simple cognitive tasks 
that we once took for granted, such as remembering a name, 

a face or a phone number becomes more challenging. New 
studies show that reading can help slow down or even prevent 
cognitive decline and may even help put off more severe forms 
of cognitive impairment, such as Alzheimer’s disease. 

In 2013, a study by researchers from Rush University Medical 
Center in Chicago, IL - published in the journal Neurology - 
found that reading and other mentally stimulating activities 
may slow dementia.

From tracking around 300 adults, with average age of 89, for 
nearly six years and then analyzing their brain after death, the 
researchers found that those who engaged in reading, writing, 
and other mentally stimulating activities in early and late 
life showed less physical evidence of dementia, such as brain 
lesions, plaques, and tangles.

Improving sleep: For many people smartphone screens have 
replaced books as the source for bedtime reading. However, a 
study published earlier this year found that the light emitted 
from smartphones and other digital devices reduces the 
production of melatonin — the hormone that aids in the sleep 
process — thereby resulting in shorter sleep duration and 
poorer sleep quality. Meanwhile, reading a book in bed was 
found to promote better sleep by easing the transition between 
wakefulness and drowsiness.

Enhancing social skills: Reading has been shown to enhance 
social skills by broadening people’s views and increasing their 
ability to understand the beliefs, desires and thoughts of 
others. Studies have shown that individuals who regularly read 
score much higher in tests of empathy than non-readers and 
that those reading fiction score higher than those reading non-
fiction.  One reason for this disparity between readers could be 
that fiction allows the reader to engage with the characters, 
which may lead to increased empathy with others in reality. 
As humans, our lives are social; we constantly make social 
arrangements with other people — with relatives, friends and 
even strangers we meet just once. Fiction can augment and 
help us understand our social experience.

Boosting intelligence: Studies have shown that reading can 
increase an individual's vocabulary, which has been linked with 
greater intelligence. 

Reading improves
health, well-being
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Women love lipstick, but one complaint is 
the need to reapply it every few minutes. 

However, if you apply lipstick the right way, you 
can cut down on application time. Here are some 
tips on how to apply lipstick the right way, and 
have it stay in place all day.

Exfoliate and moisturize lips:  To avoid 
dehydrated and flaky lips, you have to exfoliate 
the night before a big event. You may either 
use a lip scrub or a toothbrush with coconut 
oil and gently massage lips. Not only does this 
increase blood flow to the lips, causing them to 
look bigger, but it also gets rid of dead, rough skin.

Next step is to moisturize with vitamin E or 
a nourishing lip balm overnight for best results. 
In the end, you get beautiful plump, moisturized 
lips that will hold the color longer.
Use invisible lip liner:  Line lips with an invisible 
wax lip liner before lipstick application as it will 
grab onto color to help it last. Not only does it 
hold lipstick in place and prevent feathering, but 
it also keeps lipstick looking sharp and perfectly 
drawn.

For ultra-long wear, first line the outside of 
lips with an invisible lip liner before you fill in lips 
completely with lip liner in a shade that matches 
the lipstick shade you will be using. This will define 
lips, intensify color and provide even longer wear. 
Follow with your favorite lip product.
Layer lipstick with lip stain: For those extra-
long days when you need your lip color to work 
harder, add a lip stain on top of your favorite 
lipstick. Try to get a close match to your favorite 
lip product, and apply on top for more dimension 
and longer wear.
Prime lips with concealer: Women are born 
with pigmentation on their lips, which can 
change the way a lipstick looks when blended 
with one's natural color. A way to neutralize this 
is with foundation or concealer. 

Use a wet makeup sponge to apply the 
concealer or foundation to the lips. Take a lip 
brush and apply your favorite lip product on top.  
Simply swiping the lipstick on top of the concealer 
or foundation will make the color appear dull or 
muted. To ensure full pigment payoff, apply with 
a lip brush, and make sure to apply a couple coats 
for longevity. 

Lipstick
hacks 

Although makeup is the easiest way to hide 
these dreaded guys, certain products and 

application techniques can draw attention to 
them rather than minimize their appearance. 
Here are some tips for dealing with acne-
scarring. 

Prime time:  Before you apply so much as 
a drop of makeup, you should always prime. 
Prep your complexion with a primer that will 
smooth over any problem areas. You should 
choose a product that is smoothing and 
seems to fill in the scarring while brightening 
the whole face.

Avoid the glow: Makeup formulas that 
have a lot of luminosity, dewiness, or a high 
shimmer content tend to bring out texture 
and really emphasize the difference between 
the flat skin and the raised skin throughout 
the scarring. Avoid anything glow-like, and 

that includes most highlighters. 
On the flip-side, matte products are the 

best because of their ability to absorb light and 
soften the appearance of the textured areas. 
Selectively highlight: Rather than dusting a 
highlighting powder all over your face, stick 
to areas you really want to accentuate like 
your cheekbones. Just remember: Don't put 
highlighter on any areas of your face that you 
don't want to draw attention to.

Stipple, don't swipe: Stay away from 
wispy or buffing strokes, as they can cause the 
scalier bits of skin to become more prominent 
and leave a grainy effect. Instead, you should 
press on the foundation into the spots that 
need the most coverage, and then take a larger 
brush to blend the product into place with a 
bouncing motion. To finish, use whatever is left 
on the brush to lightly tint the rest of the skin.

Matte it up:  Just like with your foundation, 
you should opt for a cover-up that is both 
matte and highly pigmented. Focus on a 
concealer that is super-opaque and matte, 
and does an incredible job smoothing out 
the unevenness in the skin texture. To apply 
the concealer, dot it onto specific areas with 
a flat brush, which allows you to press the 
product into the skin seamlessly.

Color-correct: For more stubborn marks 
that still show through a layer of concealer, 
give color-correcting a whirl. You can layer 
a good color correcting product under your 
regular concealer to cancel out any dark spots. 

Set your work: To keep all your hard work 
in place, set your makeup with a setting spray. 
Not only will it extend the life of your base, 
but it won't leave a dry, powdery effect on the 
skin like many pressed and loose powders do.

Makeup choices 
                               for those with 

           acne scars
If you are guilty of perennially picking at your pimples or you have battled 
cystic bumps since your teenage years, chances are you have been plagued 
by an acne scar or two. The dark marks and crater-like indentations linger, 

take weeks and sometimes months to see themselves out.

When it comes to off-duty dressing, denim 
reigns supreme, but there is another 

streetwear staple that brings just as much 
versatility to the table: the hoodie. This essential is 
about as laid-back as it gets, earning itself a place 
of prestige among your most treasured weekend 
threads. However, if you pick the right styles, you 
can pair them alongside the biggest fall trends — 
daytime metallics, velvet and embroidered ankle 
boots — for a sartorial result that reads chic. It 
also has a great comfort and cool factor. Here 
are some fashion-forward ways to wear your new 
favorite fall layering piece.

Pretty prints: Find a sweatshirt with a colorful 
logo and coordinate it—not in a too matchy, 
match way—with a trendy skirt. If it's still chilly 
out, get creative with your prints and slip on a pair 
of graphic tights. A glam hoodie looks even better 
paired with patterned clothing items like a midi 
skirt or floral maxi dress.  If your hoodie is one of 
those pretty types that make you look all girly, 
flaunt it over a fancy skirt or stylish dress to give it 
a casual vibe so you can wear it for a day out. 

Fur real: Off-the-clock is your hoodie’s home 
turf, but instead of doing the expected joggers-
and-sneakers thing, dress it up with a few luxe 
extras. Add texture and volume by throwing a 

shaggy faux fur coat over a printed hoodie. 
Mix it up: Go for an upbeat vibe by layering 

a neutral hoodie under a shearling-lined leather 
jacket and tucking it into a pair of denim culottes. 

 For the ultimate mix of up- and downtown cool, 
pop an oversized sweat over a pair of embroidered 
jeggings. You can even stun a crowd by keeping 
a statement coat handy and wear whatever you 
want underneath—including a hoodie.

Sporty spice: Play the layering game to 
give your go-to sweatshirt a whole new look. 
Athleisure can be sexy—just tuck an edgy printed 
hoodie into a slicked-out leather pencil skirt. 
Bridge the sultry and sporty together with athletic 
socks and patent pumps. 

Shades of monochrome: Pretend your gray 
gym-ready hoodie is elegant cashmere knit by 
pairing it with a pair of wide-leg trousers in a 

similar hue. Then, break up the monochrome 
foundation with an abstract print duster coat. 

Another method to elevate your neutral tops, 
improve a black hoodie by going monochrome 
with a streamlined wool coat, cropped tapered 
trousers and a minimalist chic bag. Of course, 
a cool pair of kicks brings back the sportswear 
element — and keeps you comfy when you are on 
the go. Though if you really want to turn heads, 
you can attempt the very striking hoodie and 
pants combo adorned in one print.  

Glam hoodies: Ditch your standard cotton 
cover-up in favor of burgundy or a bold velvet 
number that was practically made for breaking it 
down on the dance floor. Amp up the after-dark 
edge with a sequin skirt or sleek trousers. Finish 
the look with some brilliant shiny accessories to 
give this final ensemble the oomph it needs. 

Fashionable 
HOODIES
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Digital advertising spend 
increased to $32.7 billion 

during the first six months of 2016, 
according to the latest report from 
the Interactive Advertising Bureau 
(IAB), a leading trade group for 
digital publishers and advertisers.

This figure is an increase of 19 
percent from the same period last 
year, and it represents an all-time 
high. The industry’s continued 
growth was driven in large part 

by the impressive numbers from 
the mobile side, where ad revenue 
increased 89 percent to $15.5 
billion — mobile accounted for 47 
percent of all digital advertisement 
spending, making it bigger than 
desktop search.

Analysts believe, this is an 
inflection point, with mobile set 
to become the big story going 
into the future. The report, which 
was prepared for the IAB by 

PricewaterhouseCoopers, showed 
that mobile spending was up across 
all categories. 

Mobile video, for example, 
increased 178 percent to $1.6 billion, 
while mobile search increased 105 
percent to $7.4 billion. Meanwhile, 
things are declining on the desktop 
side, with desktop search down 
12 percent to $8.9 billion, and 
desktop display down 7 percent to 
$6.3 billion.

Digital revenue up 19 percent in first half of 2016

Innovative touch bar 
highlight of new MacBook Pro 

Apple last week unveiled a new MacBook Pro that replaces 
the function row on the keyboard with a touch screen. 

The new mini Retina display will change functions depending 
on the app you are using. Nevertheless, it looks like the general 
function keys will still be there around the customizable area. 
For instance, in the top-left corner is a touch button replacing 
the Escape key and at the very right, there will be a Siri button, 
the two volume buttons and a single brightness button that 
probably triggers 
another menu.

The keyboard itself 
is almost identical to 
the butterfly keyboard 
found on the tiny 
MacBook and this could 
cause some people who 
find the keys annoyingly 
small to grind their teeth 
in frustration. Apple has 
compensated for the 
smaller keyboard with an 
absolutely massive track-
pad where your palms are 
likely to rest most of the time — hopefully the track-pad will have 
palm-rejection software. The screen is, of course, beautiful — and 
it is funny to note that a beautiful Retina Display is basically a 
staple on Apple products now. And, yes there is a regular 3.5mm 
headphone jack, the removal of which from the latest iPhone had 
caused so much consternation. The presence of only Thunderbolt 
/ USB-C ports without any other connection options is also likely 
to cause disquiet among some users. 

Getting down to hard numbers, the 13-inch model starts at 
$1,499 for a basic model with no Touch Bar, two USB-C ports, 
a 2.0GHz dual-core Intel Core i5 processor, and a 256GB SSD. 
Go up to $1,799, and you add in the Touch Bar, two more USB-C 
ports, and a 2.9GHz Core i5 processor, with the 13-inch model 
topping out at $2,899 for a maximum spec of a 3.3GHz dual-core 
i7, 1TB SSD, and 16GB of RAM.

All of the 15-inch models include the Touch Bar, and start at 
$2,399 for the base 2.6GHz quad-core i7 processor, 16GB of RAM, 
a 256GB SSD, and a 2GB AMD Radeon Pro 450 graphics card. 
Prices max out at a whopping $4,299 for the most powerful 
MacBook Pro that Apple will sell you, with a 2.9GHz quad-core 
i7, 2TB SSD for storage, 4GB Radeon Pro 460, and 16GB of RAM.

The Chinese company Xiaomi stole 
the headlines in the last week of 

October, despite contending with bigger 
tech launches by the likes of Microsoft, 
Apple and Tesla. 

Xiaomi’s concept phone Mi Mix, which 
will be available for sale only in China, 
is a 6.4-inch flagship phone stylishly 
crafted by iconic French designer Philippe 
Starck, pairing an edge-to-edge all-screen 
front 92 percent display, with a ceramic 
back. The smartphone is packed full of 
impressive components and innovative 
technology. A piezoelectric speaker 
negates the need for an ear-piece by 
generating sound using the metal frame 
of the phone. The bottom bezel houses 
the front facing camera, which means can 
rotate the phone to take selfies.

Inside the device is a Snapdragon 821 
chipset, 4 GB RAM and 128 GB internal 
storage, putting the Mi Mix on par with 
the Google Pixel. Other specs include 

a headphone jack, fingerprint sensor, 
16-megapixel rear camera and a 4,400 
mAh battery. While the removal of the 
sensors and earpiece from the top bezel is 
quite challenging these are features that 
Apple is rumored to be working on for 
next year's iPhone 8.

This feature alone indicates Xiaomi 
wants to compete at the high end of the 
smartphone mark and at a retail price of 
just over $516 it will likely push other top-
end competitors off the shelf. A premium 
version will sell for $590 and boast 6GB 
RAM and 256GB storage. 

Xiaomi unveils ceramic smartphone with near full-screen  

Driving is about to change beyond 
all recognition. Starting in the next 

decade, Bosch will introduce a new system 
to the market that will enable cars to drive 
themselves on freeways or expressways. This 
will not only increase road safety, but more 
importantly, it will also open up new options 
for the driver, such as resting, relaxing, 
reading e-mails, or writing – without any risk 
to safety. So what is new?

The key differentiator is a modern human 
machine interface (HMI) that operates the 
vehicle. In the future, the HMI and the car’s 
web connectivity will together facilitate a 
new driving experience. Soon, checking and 
adjusting mirrors, seats, and driver settings 
upon getting into the car will be a thing of the 
past. Via a newly developed interior camera, 
Bosch’s test vehicle recognizes its drivers 
and then promptly loads the appropriate 
user profile with the preferred vehicle 
configuration as well as their most frequent 

destinations. All drivers need to do is select 
the destination and the calculated route. 
Then, they immediately receive information 
about which stretches of the route must 
be driven manually and which ones are 
suitable for letting them sit back and relax. 
To ensure that drivers do not fall asleep 
during automated driving and can therefore 
safely retake control at any time, the interior 
camera continuously monitors the drivers’ 
eye movements. If their eyes remain closed 
for too long, a warning sounds; if there is still 
no response, the car then safely comes to a 

stop on its own.
According to a recent survey, 42 percent 

of those surveyed drive and make calls with 
their phone held to their ear. As many as 
44 percent admit to reading and 23 percent 
admit to actually texting while driving; 25 
percent say they read e-mails while driving. 
By itself, the act of telephoning while driving 
raises the risk of an accident by a factor of two 
to five. A driver who glances at a smartphone 
for only three seconds while traveling at a 
speed of 120 kilometers per hour is actually 
driving blind for 100 meters. A self-driving car 
cannot be distracted by a text message. With 
a 360-degree view, its sensors constantly 
monitor the traffic situation.

 Bosch used a test vehicle to show what 
this future relationship between car and 
driver might look like during the ITS World 
Congress developer conference that took 
place in Melbourne, Australia in mid-
October.  

Bosch reinterprets automated driving






