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Disrupting 
Climate Change 

Kuwait leads Arab 
countries in quality of 

drinking water

6 10FOCUS LOCAL

Economic outlook for MENA region remains subdued 

Kuwait's Minister of Justice 
Dr. Faleh Al-Azab, on a visit 

to The Netherlands, met and held 
discussions with the Vice-President 
of the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) Abdulqawi Yusuf on Thursday, 
5 October.

The meeting, held at the ICJ 
Headquarters in The Hague, was 
attended by the Ambassador 
of Kuwait to The Netherlands 
H.E. Shamlan Al-Roumi, and Chair 
of Financial Committee at the 

Permanent Court of Arbitration, 
Tareq Al-Shumaimery

During the meeting the two 
sides exchanged views on issues 
related to international peace 
and justice. "I was very happy 
to welcome to the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague His 
Excellency Faleh Al-Azab, the 
Minister of Justice of Kuwait," said 
Judge Yusuf following his meeting 
with the minister.

Continued on Page 2

International Court of Justice praises 
Kuwait’s role in promoting peace  

Growth in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) region 

is expected to fall from 3.2 percent 
in 2016 to 2.1 percent in 2017 before 
making a slow climb to 3.1 percent 
in 2019, says the World Bank (WB) 
in its latest economic appraisal of 
the region.

Growth in the MENA region 
throughout 2017 has been held back 
by ongoing geopolitical tensions 
and conflicts, as well as fiscal 
consolidations and production cuts 
among many oil exporters. Modest 

improvements in growth among 
some oil importers were more than 
offset by the adverse effects of 
production cuts on the economies of 
oil exporters in the region, especially 
among the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states struggling to implement 
key structural reforms.

The failure of oil prices to surge to 
anticipated levels, despite nine months 
of OPEC-mandated production cuts, 
has left many petroleum exporters 
with reduced revenues to transfer 
to their general budgets. This has 

tightened liquidity in the banking 
sector, which is significantly reliant on 
public sector deposits, and dampened 
non-oil activity. Compliance to the 
OPEC production cut agreement of 
November 2016, which has been higher 
than expected, has left each of the five 
main oil exporters in the region — Iran, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
— with a production shortfall of over 
one million barrels per day in the first 
two quarters of 2017, compared to 
their respective production levels in 
October 2016. 

On the other hand, the economies 
of oil importers in the region, 
which had gradually been gaining 
momentum since 2016, have now 
been impacted by the increase in price 
for petroleum imports.  Higher oil 
prices, along with an increase in food 
costs and currency depreciations, 
have led to rising inflation in many of 
these countries. 

In contrast, though persistently 
subdued oil prices and currencies 
that are pegged to the US dollar have 
helped keep inflation below 3 percent 
in most GCC states, appreciation of 
the real exchange rate in Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE have hindered their 
adjustment to low oil prices.

Continued on Page 6

Consecutive budget deficits brought on 
by relatively low oil prices in recent years 

have led to fiscal consolidation drives, and 
efforts aimed at transforming and diversifying 
the economy, in Kuwait and other Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states. 

However, with public coffers strained to 
the seams, any economic transformation in 
the region will require greater private sector 
participation in the economy, says a new 
report by management consulting firm Oliver 
Wyman. “Robust economies rely on a dynamic 
private sector,” said Jeff Youssef, Partner, 
Oliver Wyman Middle East, who co-authored 
the report titled, 'Bridging the Infrastructure 
Gap: Engaging The Private Sector in Critical 
National Development’. 

“The delivery of sound and reliable 
infrastructure, from roads and bridges to 
public utilities, is a fundamental driver of 
economic growth, and the demand for such 
services is expected to surge over the coming 

years. Unfortunately, governments in the 
region are increasingly finding it difficult 
to allocate the necessary funds for the 
infrastructure projects needed to cope with 
this projected increase in demand,” noted 
Mr. Youssef.

He added that boosting private sector 
participation in the economy would allow 
governments to benefit from the private 
sector's ability to inject capital and expertise 
in infrastructure development projects in the 
region. Annually, nearly 4 percent of the global 
GDP, or nearly US$2.7 trillion is being invested 
each year in infrastructure worldwide. 

However, it has been estimated that an 
annual spend of $3.7 trillion would be needed 
to meet the global growth in infrastructure 
demand. Therefore, there is an annual gap 
in worldwide infrastructure investment of 
nearly US$1 trillion, or a 27 percent shortfall, 
notes the Oliver Wyman study. 

Continued on Page 10

PPP projects to help bridge
infrastructure gap in GCC
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The Congress of South African Trade 
Unions, the country’s largest labor 

organization, recently held what were billed 
as the largest popular protests since the end 
of apartheid, over chronic corruption and 
state capture. In Moldova, citizens continue 
to protest a controversial electoral law that 
favors the country’s two largest political 
parties, at the expense of smaller movements. 
In the United States, professional football 
players are taking a knee during the national 
anthem to draw attention to police violence 
against black people.

As different as these examples of public 
protest are, they have one thing in common: they 
reflect efforts by ordinary citizens to hold not 
just their governments, but also companies and 
other institutions, to account. Such actions, and 
the right of citizens to organize and participate 
in them, are essential to a vital democratic 
society, especially during tumultuous times.

There is no doubt that these are tumultuous 

times. US President Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un have been exchanging 
incendiary rhetoric, causing many to fear a war 
on the Korean Peninsula – and perhaps a nuclear 
clash. Large-scale natural disasters — hurricanes 
in Puerto Rico, floods in South Asia, earthquakes 
in Mexico — have brought massive damage and 
loss of life, and not nearly enough relief aid.

Moreover, corruption scandals have erupted 
far beyond South Africa, including in Brazil and 
South Korea, yet the links between business and 
government across the world remain complex, 
close, and opaque. Far-right populists have made 
great political strides in Western democracies, 
most recently in Germany. And, all the while, 
income inequality continues to grow.

Against this background, it is easy to see 
why ordinary people the world over are feeling 
increasingly helpless. But it is in the most 
trying times that we show who we really are. 
And, from small gestures between neighbors 
and large private contributions to crisis-relief 
efforts by major companies, there have been 
plenty of stories of humanity, individually and 
institutionally, that offer reason for hope. 
Indeed, such actions, and the sense of personal 
accountability they reflect, are what enable our 
societies to progress and thrive.

As we well know, without rules and 
accountability, government officials and 
business leaders cannot always be counted 
on to do the right thing. Moreover, given their 
influence over policy and the economy, their 

ethical and moral failures have far-reaching 
consequences.

Yet, while the need to hold government 
to the highest ethical standards is generally 
agreed (if not necessarily implemented), many 
argue that companies should be free to pursue 
profits at any cost. Like government, however, 
companies are ultimately run by people in order 
to serve people; they must therefore also be 
accountable to people.

The key to enforcing this accountability is 
active citizenship. Taught in schools around the 
world, from Canada to the United Kingdom, 
active citizenship means political participation 
at every level. It is not just a nice idea; it a 
dynamic and vital concept that individuals, 
organizations, and institutions should be 
putting into practice every day.

The ethos of active citizenship applies in every 
sphere. Speaking up about a controversial issue 

in a board meeting not so long ago, I felt it was 
important to note that I was speaking not just 
as a board member, but also as a person. That 
recognition, however trite it may sound, served 
as a powerful reminder of a broader lesson: 
that one must maintain one’s sense of right and 
wrong, regardless of the circumstances.

Convincing oneself that a decision is purely 
pragmatic, in order to avoid knotty ethical 
questions, is not an option. If I, as a person, 
believe in protecting the environment, or seek 
in my personal life and business to protect my 
own security and privacy, I cannot abandon 
those beliefs in the boardroom in the name of 
profit. Avoiding active discussion, in an effort 
not to have to confront the more nuanced 
ethical implications that might emerge, is no 
less disingenuous.

Being an active and engaged citizen means 
being authentic and empathetic; it means 
considering not only what an issue means for 
us, individually, but also how it affects others. 
Active citizenship means standing up for what 
we believe in, whether it be a government free 
of corruption or law enforcement free of racism.

An ethos of personal integrity and 
authenticity may seem powerless in the face 
of unbridled greed and narcissism. And yet 
the difficult and trying times in which we 
find ourselves reflect the need to place more 
emphasis, not less, on the values we claim to 
uphold, and on devising ways to realize those 
values in our communities and countries.

SPOTLIGHT

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Lucy P. Marcus 
CEO of Marcus Venture Consulting 

The Power of Active Citizenship 

Continued from Page 1

"We here are always delighted to 
exchange views with the ministers 
of justice from all over the world 
because our work is about peace and 
justice," he said.

"And, since Kuwait has also been 
playing an extremely important role 
in the promotion of peace, it is in the 
great interest for us to discuss with 
Kuwaiti authorities about their efforts 
to promote peace in the world, and to 
also lend our support  to whatever 
efforts Kuwait is undertaking in this 

regard," he added.
For his part, Minister Al-Azab 

said he was honored to visit the ICJ 
and meet with its Vice-President. He 
said the ICJ had expressed praise for 
the humanitarian role played by His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, as well 
as the role of the State of Kuwait 
in international mediation and 
peace efforts whether in the Gulf or 
around the world. "Today, from this 
international reference point of the 
ICJ, we have been honored to hear this 
praise," he added. After the meeting, 

the Kuwaiti delegation made a tour 
of the ICJ. Observers in The Hague 
note that Justice Yusuf, who hails 
from Somalia is a favorite candidate 
to become the next ICJ president 
when elections are held for the post 
in February. Earlier in the day Minister 
Al-Azab visited the embassy of the 
State of Kuwait in The Hague to meet 
with the diplomatic staff there.

The ICJ, established in 1945 under 
the UN Charter, began work in 1946; it 
is composed of fifteen judges elected 
to nine-year terms by the UN General 
Assembly and the UN Security Council. 

International Court of Justice praises Kuwait’s role in promoting peace  

Being an active and engaged citizen 

means being authentic and empathetic; it 

means considering not only what an issue 

means for us, individually, but also how it 

affects others. 
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Earlier this month, Liberian President and 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf warned that Africa would continue to 
be stalked by poverty, hunger, and famine until 
governments provide smallholder farmers with 
secure rights to land. She was speaking from 
experience, both personal and political.

Sirleaf and her tiny West African country are 
perfect examples of the steep toll that insecure 
land rights take on individuals, communities, 
and countries. Disputes over land ownership 
were a key driver of Liberia’s bloody 14-year civil 
war. And overlapping claims to land continue to 
foment conflict and impede foreign investment. 
Not even the president is immune to weak 
land-tenure laws; squatters invaded a four-acre 
parcel that Sirleaf bought in 1979, and refused to 
move for years.

Stories like these can be heard across the 
continent. According to the World Bank, 
more than 90 percent of Africa’s rural land is 
undocumented. Overlapping and conflicting 
land-management systems are the norm, 
as are inaccessible, out-of-date, incomplete, 
inaccurate, or nonexistent land records. But 
while dysfunctional systems of land tenure have 
no doubt cost African governments millions 
in foreign investment, they have hurt African 
farmers most directly.

Africa’s small family farmers – already 
burdened by soil degradation, climate change, 
and resource competition fueled by surging 
populations – face an even more challenging 
bureaucratic hurdle: no paper to prove that 
the land they call home is theirs. Uncertain 
of their ability to control their farms into the 
next season, farmers’ planning horizons shrink. 
Instead of investing in terraced fields, planting 
trees, and buying high-quality fertilizer, Africa’s 

farmers seek to maximize short-term profits. 
This is particularly true of female farmers, who 
face an additional thicket of discriminatory land 
laws and customs.

Studies show there is no way to reduce 
poverty, improve nutrition, or achieve other key 
development goals without strengthening land 
rights, especially for women. Secure rights to 
land are simply a prerequisite of development.

In Tanzania, women with secure rights 
earn three times more than their landless 
counterparts. In Nepal, children whose mothers 
have secure land rights are 33 percent more 
likely to be well nourished. And in Zambia, in 
areas where women’s land rights are weak and 
HIV infection rates are high, women are less 
likely to make investments to improve harvests 
– even when their husbands are not HIV positive. 
These women anticipate that they will be forced 
off their land if and when they are widowed, and 
that expectation depresses farm investment, 
affecting harvests and family nutrition for years.

Given that there are 400 million female 
farmers, such findings suggest the high global 
costs – measured in terms of lost productivity 
and unrealized economic potential – of insecure 
land rights for women.

In Africa, the signs of insecure land rights 
are literally etched into the landscape. 
In some regions, poor recordkeeping and 
weak administrative structures have forced 
landowners to post notices in their fields or on 
their homes, warning prospective buyers that 
they may be duped into purchasing parcels from 
people who are not the legitimate owners. In 
many countries, there is simply no way to know 
who owns what piece of property.

Communities with clear legal control over 
land manage those resources more assiduously 
than those with shaky tenure. The same can 
be said for individuals. In Ghana, farmers with 
strong land rights are 3 percent more likely to 
plant trees. In Ethiopia, farmers are 60 percent 
more likely to invest in preventing soil erosion 
when they have secure rights to their plots.

But while the evidence is clear, nearly one 
billion people worldwide continue to lack secure 
rights to the land they rely on for a living. As the 
Cadasta Foundation and Habitat for Humanity’s 
Solid Ground campaign recently demonstrated 
in a new online survey, these uncertainties have 
far-reaching consequences. Weak land rights 
can limit farmers’ access to crop insurance, 
make it difficult for their children to register for 
school, and can even contribute to higher rates 
of suicide.

Currently, Liberia’s Senate is considering 
legislation that would dramatically strengthen 
land rights for farmers, including female 
farmers. Many other countries in Africa (notably 
Rwanda and Zambia) and in Asia (including 
Myanmar and India) have done, or are planning 
to do, the same. These efforts should be 
supported, expedited, and replicated.

Yet people are not waiting for their leaders 
to act. Innovative technologies are already 
providing a path forward for communities 
in countries with unwilling or incapable 
governments. Advances in GPS, drones, and 
cloud computing have given communities 
the ability to document land, with or without 
official recognition or support. Together with 
the Cadasta Foundation, communities from 
Nigeria to India are using hand-held devices to 
map property and support land claims with 
hard evidence, thereby allowing for incremental 
strengthening of tenure.

Liberia’s drive to spearhead a continent-wide 

overhaul of land rights is welcome; leaders 
like Sirleaf clearly understand the challenges 
that come with weak land laws. But structural 
changes will take time. In the absence of more 

assertive government intervention, it will be 
up to communities and individuals to leapfrog 
conventional efforts and fill in the blank spaces 
on the map.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Frank Pichel 
Chief Programs Officer and co-founder of the 
Cadasta Foundation 

Securing land rights for poor farmers 

Weak land rights can limit farmers’ 
access to crop insurance, make it 
difficult for their children to register 
for school, and can even contribute to 

higher rates of suicide.
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Ethiopia and the World Bank signed 
a deal on 29 September designed 

to fund the country’s pro-poor policies 
and improve governance.

The US$1.3 billion loan and grant 
agreement would see the global 
lender disburse $700 million as a 
loan to Ethiopia in order to “improve 
equitable access to basic services and 
strengthen accountability” in various 
sectors, including in education, health 
and agriculture. The remaining $600 
million would be given as a grant to 
finance the East African country’s 
‘Rural Productive Safety Net’ scheme, 
which is handing out cash or food 
to 8 million people in exchange for 
participation in public development 
projects.

Ethiopia has reported needing 
urgent humanitarian assistance for 
about 8.5 million people who are 

affected by a severe drought. The 
failure of successive rainy seasons has 
been blamed by meteorologists on 
fluctuations in ocean temperatures 
known as the Indian Ocean Dipole 
(IOD). The inclement weather pattern 
arising from IOD has created severe 
back-to-back droughts in the Horn of 
Africa, including in Somalia and Kenya 
where famine has been declared in 
some regions. Signing of the loan and 
grant deal with the World Bank comes 
on the heels of a visit to Ethiopia by 
a delegation from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) from 13 to 26 
September. During their visit the IMF 
team held discussions with Prime 
Minister, Hailemariam Desalegn, the 
Governor of National Bank of Ethiopia 
Teklewold Atnafu and Minister of 
Finance and Economic Cooperation 
Abraham Tekeste among others.

In a release issued after their visit, 
the IMF team lauded the resilience of 
the economy and praised the economic 
measures taken by the government in 
2016/17, despite the fall in global prices 

for key exports and what it said was 
a ‘re-emergence’ from a debilitating 
drought situation. Other high points the 
IMF delegation raised included growth 
in the country’s Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP), prudent budget execution and 
the narrowing of current account deficit 
and debt accumulation. The Ethiopian 
authorities were also lauded in the areas 
of its drive towards implementation of 
pro-poor policies, efforts at mobilizing 
more internal revenue and financial 
inclusion measures. 

Despite the successes, the 
IMF delegation pointed out some 
areas that needed attention 
by the government, including 
enhancing reforms to improve the 
business climate and undertaking 
macroeconomic and financial policies 
aimed at reducing external imbalances 
and liabilities. The IMF also noted that 
a more flexible exchange rate would 
help competitiveness, while improving 
the economic statistics would further 
support policymaking and investor 
confidence.

Ethiopia inks billion-dollar deal with World Bank

Social workers and community 
welfare activists in Zambia 

have blamed Chinese investments 
in casinos for the proliferation of 
gambling that has impaired lives 
and livelihood of families and led 
to an increase in social ills across 
communities.

“In a country plagued 
by debilitating poverty it is 
reprehensible that young children 
and adults are being lured with 
Bonanza machines and other 
gambling attractions,” said Edem 
Djokotoe, a Zambian journalist. 

"Every small town and district 
in every province I have travelled 
to have gambling centers run by 
Chinese. I have seen old people 
and other beneficiaries of social 
cash transfer programs fritter away 
their money on gambling and slot 
machines,” said Mr. Djokotoe. 

Social workers say that they have 
often found under-age children 
gambling with stolen money and 
housewives playing Bonanza with 
food ration money. 

It is not the first time that 
Chinese investments have spurred 
resentment among the local 
people. China is one of Zambia’s 
oldest and largest foreign investors, 
with bilateral trade between the 
two countries expanding from 
less than $100 million in 2000, 
to over $4 billion in 2016, mainly 
from export of copper from 
Zambian mines to China. Chinese 
state-owned enterprises have a 
domineering presence in Zambian 
economy, including in the mining, 

infrastructure, agriculture and 
energy sectors.

Despite these huge investments 
and trade volumes, Chinese 
companies have often been 
accused of breaking laws and 
involving in illegal practices, 
including strip-mining whole 
areas without any regard for the 
environmental or social costs to 
Zambia. In addition, labor disputes 
between Zambian workers and 
their Chinese employers are all 
too common and, in 2010, two 
Chinese managers were charged 
with attempted murder after they 
opened fire on protesting workers.  
In June of this year, the Zambian 
authorities arrested 31 Chinese 
citizens on suspicion of illegal 
copper mining. Chinese officials 
claimed there was no evidence 
of any illegal activity, and, that it 
was over zealous officers engaging 
in “selective law-enforcement 
against Chinese nationals.”

“It appears the biggest Chinese 
investment in Zambia today is not 
in mining but in casinos. This is not 
investing in the economy or in our 
prosperity, it is a path to Zambia’s 
perdition,” said Mr. Djokotoe. He 
added, “The Chinese government 
knows its citizens have a weakness 
for gambling and that is why 
casinos are illegal all over China, 
except in the autonomous special 
administrative region of Macau, 
a former Portuguese territory. If 
gambling dens are not good for 
China and its people, why is it good 
for Zambia?” 

Chinese gambling 
dens cause social 
problems in Zambia 

Rwandan president Paul Kagame 
and Nigerian business magnate 

and Africa’s richest man Aliko Dangote 
were among the guest speakers at an 
event last month in New York on the 
sidelines of the 72nd session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 
The meeting hosted by the Corporate 
Council for Africa (CCA), the US 
business organization focused on 
connecting business interests in Africa, 
provided an opportunity for business 
leaders and international diplomats to 
hear about and openly converse on the 
challenges posed and opportunities 
offered by Africa as it transitions into 
a global economic hub. 

In his speech, President Kagame 
called on the rest of the world to see 
Africa as a partner and rejected the 
notion that Africa is characterized 
by corruption. “Corruption is not 
African, it’s just corruption. People 
have developed a misconception that 
corruption is the way of life in Africa. 
This is far from the truth.”

 President Kagame explained 
that the wrong notion has affected 
investments in the continent from 
companies and businesses who in 
some cases allocate funds for bribes. 
“In fact, in Africa when corruption 
occurs, it involves non-Africans … A 
lot of what happens in Africa, happens 
around the world,” he added. 

Underscoring the ongoing 
movement to diversify African 
economies from its reliance on 
natural resources, Mr. Dangote, 
speaking about Nigeria’s over reliance 
on oil revenues, said: “We should 
pray that oil prices remain low. This 
helps wean us off the dependency on 
revenues from petroleum. We must 
take oil to be the icing on the cake. 
We already have the cake."  The cake, 
being agriculture; Dangote who plans 
to invest $3.8 billion in sugar and rice 
and $800 million in dairy production 
in the next three years in his native 
Nigeria, said that by developing 
agriculture, Africa could become the 
food basket of the world. The Dangote 

Group plans to increase its production 
of sugar to 1.5 million metric tons a 
year by 2020 from 100,000 tons now 
and is seeking to add 1 million tons of 
rice. The company also plans to have 
50,000 cattle producing 500 million 
liters of milk a year by 2019. 

In addition to agriculture Mr. 
Dangote cited Nigeria's vast mineral 
resources and gas as well as the 
need to manufacture more goods 

locally for domestic consumption. 
Both he and President Kagame cited 
continued need for heavy investments 
in education and connected the need 
for young people to be well trained 
for the jobs of tomorrow.

Often cited as one of the most 
inspiring business leaders in the 

world today and a model for young 
entrepreneurs, Mr. Dangote offered 
advice to Americans who tend to 
rely on outdated news and wrong 
perceptions of Africa, "Don't be lazy. 
Go there and find the real story for 
yourself. Things have changed." He 
noted the Rwanda success story as 
an example of positive change, good 
governance and leadership, and 
where corruption has been cured. 

The CCA session was moderated 
by Rosa Whitaker, former US Trade 
Representative and author of the 
AGOA (African Growth Opportunity 
Act), whose business consultancy 
is credited for helping both African 
governments and US companies 
develop commerce.

Corporate Council for 
Africa hosts African leaders
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Having failed to “repeal and replace” the 
2010 Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”), 

US President Donald Trump’s administration 
and the Republican congressional majority have 
now moved on to tax reform. Eight months 
after assuming office, the administration has 
been able to offer only an outline of what it has 
in mind. But what we know is enough to feel a 
deep sense of alarm.

Tax policy should reflect a country’s values 
and address its problems. And today, the United 
States, and much of the world, confronts 
four central problems: widening income 
inequality, growing job insecurity, climate 
change, and anemic productivity growth. 
America faces, in addition, the need to rebuild 
its decaying infrastructure and strengthen 
its underperforming primary and secondary 
education system.

But what Trump and the Republicans are 
offering in response to these challenges is a 
tax plan that provides the overwhelming share 
of benefits not to the middle class — a large 
proportion of whom may actually pay more 
taxes — but to America’s millionaires and 
billionaires. If inequality was a problem before, 
enacting the Republicans’ proposed tax reform 
will make it much worse.

Corporations and businesses will be 
among the big beneficiaries, a bias justified 
on the grounds that this will stimulate the 
economy. But Republicans, of all people, should 
understand that incentives matter: it would be 
far better to reduce taxes for those companies 
that invest in America and create jobs, and 
increase taxes for those that do not.

After all, it is not as if America’s large 
corporations were starved for cash; they are 
sitting on a couple of trillion dollars. And the 
lack of investment is not because profits, 
either before or after tax, are too low; after-tax 
corporate profits as a share of GDP have almost 
tripled in the last 30 years.

Indeed, with incremental investment largely 
financed by debt, and interest payments being 
tax-deductible, the corporate tax lowers 
the cost of capital and 
the returns to investment 
commensurately. Thus, 
neither theory nor evidence 
suggests that the Republicans’ 
proposed corporate tax 
giveaway will increase 
investment or employment. 
The Republicans also 
dream of a territorial tax 
system, whereby American 
corporations are taxed 
only on the income they 
generate in the US. But this 
would only reduce revenue 
and further encourage 
American companies to 
shift production to low-
tax jurisdictions. A race to 
the bottom on corporate 
taxation can be prevented 
only by imposing a minimum rate on any 
corporation that engages in business in the US.

America’s states and municipalities are 
responsible for education and large parts of the 
country’s health and welfare system. And state 
income taxes are the best way to introduce a 
modicum of progressivity at the subnational 
level: states without an income tax typically 
rely on regressive sales taxes, which impose a 
heavy burden on the poor and working people. 
It is thus perhaps no surprise that the Trump 
administration, staffed by plutocrats who 

are indifferent to inequality, should want to 
eliminate the deductibility of state income 
taxes from federal taxation, encouraging states 
to shift toward sales taxes.

Addressing the panoply of other problems 
confronting the US will require more federal 
revenues, not less. Increases in standards 
of living, for example, are the result of 
technological innovation, which in turn depends 
on basic research. But federal government 
support of research as a percentage of GDP is 
now at a level comparable to what it was 60 
years ago.

While Trump the candidate criticized the 
growth of US national debt, he now proposes 
tax cuts that would add trillions to the debt 
in just the next ten years – not the “only” $1.5 
trillion that Republicans claim would be added, 
thanks to some growth miracle that leads to 
more tax revenues. Yet the key lesson of Ronald 
Reagan’s ‘voodoo’ supply-side economics has 
not changed: tax cuts like these do not lead to 
faster growth, but only to lower revenues.

This is especially so now, when the 
unemployment rate is just over four percent. 
Any significant increase to aggregate demand 
would be met by a corresponding increase in 

interest rates. The ‘economic 
mix’ of the economy would 
thus shift away from 
investment; and growth, 
already anemic, would slow.

An alternative framework 
would increase revenues 
and boost growth. It would 
include real corporate-tax 
reform, eliminating the 
tricks that allow some of the 
world’s largest companies 
to pay miniscule taxes, in 
some cases far less than five 
percent of their profits, giving 
them an unfair advantage 
over small local businesses. It 
would establish a minimum 
tax and eliminate the special 
treatment of capital gains 
and dividends, compelling 

the very rich to pay at least the same percentage 
of their income in taxes as other citizens. And it 
would introduce a carbon tax, to help accelerate 
the transition to a green economy.

Tax policy can also be used to shape the 
economy. In addition to offering benefits to 
those who invest, carry out research, and create 
jobs, higher taxes on land and real-estate 
speculation would redirect capital toward 
productivity-enhancing spending, which is 
the key to long-term improvement in living 

standards. An administration of plutocrats — 
most of whom gained their wealth from rent-
seeking activities, rather than from productive 
entrepreneurship — could be expected to 
reward themselves. 

But the Republicans’ proposed tax 
reform is a bigger gift to corporations and 
the ultra-rich than most had anticipated. It 
avoids necessary reforms and would leave 

the country with a mountain of debt; the 
consequences — low investment, stalled 
productivity growth, and yawning inequality 
— would take decades to undo.

Trump assumed office promising to “drain 
the swamp” in Washington, DC; instead, the 
swamp has grown wider and deeper. With the 
Republicans’ proposed tax reform, it threatens 
to engulf the US economy.

An administration of 
plutocrats, most of whom 
gained their wealth from 

rent-seeking activities, 
rather than from productive 

entrepreneurship, could 
be expected to reward 

themselves. 

Joseph E. Stiglitz   
Nobel laureate in economics is University Professor 
at Columbia University and Chief Economist at 
the Roosevelt Institute. His most recent book is 
The Euro: How a Common Currency Threatens the 
Future of Europe. 

Déjà Voodoo 
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After a season of record-breaking hurricanes 
in the United States and floods across 

Asia, it would be easy to despair about the 
accelerating pace of climate change. Yet, 
despite the apocalyptic omens, an energy 
transformation big enough and fast enough to 
curb the spike in global temperature remains 
within reach. Better still, we do not need to wait 
for new inventions to implement the changes 
we need; the transformation can happen right 
now, with profitable solutions delivered by 
businesses and driven by markets.

Limiting the increase in global temperature 
to within 2 degree Celsius of preindustrial 
levels — the target set by the 2015 Paris climate 
agreement — will require decreasing reliance 
on fossil fuels, and changing how the world 
grows crops, harvests timber, and uses land. 
New research by the Rocky Mountain Institute 
(RMI) shows that both outcomes are possible, 
and that, together, the impact can ‘positively’ 
disrupt the trajectory of climate change.

According to our analysis, there are 
pathways for the future supply and demand 
of energy, and for how forests and land store 
carbon, that, if followed, will dramatically 

slow the pace of warming. By accelerating the 
clean-energy transition that is underway, it is 
possible to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions 
below what would be expected under current 
consumption patterns.

This scenario is not as far-fetched as some 
might believe. The world is already switching 
to cleaner energy, to electric mobility, and to 
smarter power and land-use systems faster 
than anyone, including experts, anticipated.

And it is not the first time the pace of 
change has exceeded expectations. In 1980, 
for example, AT&T hired McKinsey & Company 
to forecast the number of mobile phones that 
would be in use in the US within two decades. 

The consultants predicted that by 2000, the 
US mobile phone market would support about 
900,000 devices. In fact, over 100 million phones 
were sold that year. Today, the planet has more 
phones than people. Solar and wind energy 
have suffered similarly flawed projections. For 
decades, experts at the International Energy 
Agency and the US Energy Information Agency 
underestimated how quickly supplies from these 
sources would grow. They consistently guessed 
low, increasing their forecasts only slightly every 
year, without ever catching up to reality. But as 
clean-energy businesses innovated, the cost 
of production from wind and solar declined. 
Energy became cheaper, and usage increased as 
a result. Government models typically do not 
account for such expanding returns.

Another reason for underestimating the 
speed of today’s energy transition is that the 
scale is different from previous conversions 
to new technologies. When people switched 
from burning wood to burning coal, and then 
to burning oil, the ‘new’ energy sources came 
from very large capital projects, like coalmines, 
offshore oil and gas fields, and refineries. The 
high costs of deploying these projects were then 
passed on to consumers.

By contrast, in today’s energy market, 
consumers have more control. Consider how 
easy it is to install rooftop solar panels; it 
can be done in a single day. Millions of small 
machines — photovoltaic cells, wind turbines, 
batteries, and smart appliances — are driving 
today’s energy transformation. Each new device 
in this distributed system is cheap and pays off 
quickly, so experimentation is affordable, and 
the technology can improve rapidly. The result 

is a huge field of global competitors, with faster 
innovation and new business models that are 
helping to achieve economies of scale.

The hardware of the clean-energy revolution 
has more in common with mobile phones and 
laptops than with mines and refineries. Because 
it can be sold in very large markets, with 
scalable production chains and still-maturing 
technologies, the transition to cleaner power is 
happening faster than many experts predicted 
it would. 

Still, not even a rapid shift toward ‘greener’ 
energy will be enough to keep global average 
temperature within 2 degrees C of preindustrial 
levels. To achieve that, the world will also need 
to take more greenhouse gases out of the 
atmosphere. Fortunately, that, too, is possible. 
By incorporating carbon-reducing strategies into 
agriculture and land conservation, more heat-
trapping gases can be locked up in forests and 
soils. But while the techniques already exist, 
success will require increasing the use of no-
till farming, adopting permaculture principles, 
better managing wetlands, and using rotational 
grazing techniques, among other measures.

The power of markets to drive radical changes 
in energy and land use is great, but as the storm 
season of 2017 should remind us, the climate 
emergency we face requires vigorous and urgent 
action. Transforming the way people acquire 
and consume energy, and use land, will require 
strong incentives and policy frameworks to set 
the course for success.

But do not despair: there is still time to save 
our climate. The transformation has already 
begun – and it will play out faster than most 
people expect.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Jules Kortenhorst 
CEO of the Rocky Mountain Institute 

Disrupting Climate Change 

Continued from Page 1

Meanwhile, prompted by significant current 
account and fiscal deficits, many of the governments 
in the region have initiated fiscal consolidation 
programs that feature government expenditure 
cuts, subsidy reforms and new Value Added Tax 
(VAT) regimes. But these fiscal drives to prop up 
the economy have had an unintended consequence 
of negatively impacting household incomes. The 
regional VAT of 5 percent, which is expected to be 
implemented across the GCC at the start of 2018, is 
expected to increase the cost of living by around 2.5 
percent in 2018, and 0.5 percent in each year from 
2019 – 2022. The recent decision by GCC countries to 
curtail or reduce subsidies for fuel and utilities such 
as water and electricity has increased the pressure 
on households. The impact of a weaker dollar on 
imports of countries pegged to the dollar is also 
expected to drive consumer price inflation to higher 
levels in the coming years.

With the fiscal break-even prices for most oil 
exporters in the region remaining above current and 
short-term projected oil prices, many countries are 
increasingly looking to overcome their fiscal deficits 

and support their fiscal consolidation measures 
by debt issuance. Supported by benign global 
financing conditions, renewed investor risk appetite 
since the start of 2017, and driven by the need to 
finance fiscal deficits, international bond issuances 
in the region have been resilient, amounting to 
more than $45 billion in early 2017. GCC economies 
have also embarked on efforts to promote equity 
investor confidence, including in the context of the 
impending initial public offering of Saudi Aramco, 
the state oil company, under what is expected to be 
the largest valuation on record.

However, economic growth of the oil exporters 
in the region will mainly depend on whether OPEC 
decides to extend its production cuts beyond 
March 2018, when they are next up for review. If 
OPEC decides to maintain production cuts, which 
increasingly seem likely, then governments in the 
region will come under further pressure to find 
new revenue sources to stop public debt from 
accelerating. The WB report concludes by noting 
that with more than four-fifths of the region’s 
economies projected to have fiscal deficits in 2017, 
several years of fiscal adjustment lie ahead for 
both oil exporters and importers in the region.

Economic outlook for MENA region remains subdued
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In 2016, the government of Kuwait 
has deported 31,000 expatriates, 

which roughly works out to 85 people 
per day or one person every fifteen 
minutes, said knowledgeable security 
sources that confirmed the trend 
of deportations has been very high 
unlike in the past.

Detailing the nationalities of the 
deportees, the source said, the Indians 
topped the list with 24 percent, the 
Egyptians came in second place with 
20 percent, the Filipinos 15 percent, 
Ethiopians fourth with 14 percent, the 
Sri Lankans fifth with 7 percent and 
the Bangladeshis sixth with 6 percent.

The sources noted these six 
nationalities constitute the bulk 
of the deportees with 86 percent 
while other nationalities constitute 
14percent. The source added the 
people were deported for various 

reasons such as violation of residence 
and labor laws, committing crimes, 
serious traffic violations, fraud and 
a majority of them for trafficking in 
drugs and alcohol.

The sources pointed out about 
10,000 have been deported in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Health because they were ‘UNFIT’, 
15 were found to be carriers of the 
AIDS virus and a majority of the 
Arab deportees were infected with 
Hepatitis. The source said the Interior 

Ministry is currently pursuing about 
75,000 expatriates who are believed 
to be violators of residence and 
labor laws, and most of whom are 
believed to be hiding in residential 
and industrial areas, farms and 
livestock pens. The sources added 
the prison administration takes 
care of the deportees and they are 
held at the deportation center for 
no more than one week – the time 
needed to arrange for the ticket and 
documentation. The sources went 

on to say some sponsors cooperate 
with the administration and book 
the tickets from the travel offices 
inside the prison and this helps 
the deportation of the person in a 
maximum of three days from the date 
of booking the ticket.

The sources pointed out, however, 
there are some expatriates who stay 
at the deportation for longer periods 
of one or two months because of the 
lawsuits filed against them and they 
cannot be deported until a verdict is 
issued by the court.

Indians top list of 31,000 expats deported in 2016

Integrated Indian School paid 
tribute to Father of the Nation

Integrated Indian School (IIS) celebrated the 149th 
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of 

the Nation on 2 October. The occasion was graced by IIS 
Director Anubhav Mehrotra and Manager Mohammed Ali. 
A special assembly was conducted which portrayed the 
importance and significance of Gandhi Jayanti. 

Song and dance performances by the students depicted 
the theme of Gandhi Jayanti in an incredible manner. The 
quotes by Gandhiji showcased by the students illustrated 
the virtues of non-violence, tolerance, humility, forgiveness 
and peace. IIS Principal Arul Dharmaraj Thomas gave an 
inspirational speech in which he shared some anecdotes 
from Gandhiji’s life story. 

Indian Educational School (IES) (Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan) organized the eighth 

edition of KQ Matters - an exciting quizzing 
extravaganza at the IES auditorium on 29 
September, 2017.  

The proud finalists of the KQ Matters 2017 
made it to the grand finale by beating 75 teams 
from 12 schools in the preliminary round of KQ 
Matters held in May. The distinguished presence 
of the Chief Guest, Ambassador of Brazil to 
Kuwait H.E. Norton De Andrade Mello Rapesta, 
added elegance to the cerebral extravaganza 
that saw attendance from N.K. Ramachandran 
Menon, Chairman, Bhavans Middle East, T. 
Premkumar, Principal, Indian Educational 
School, Mahesh Iyer, Principal, Smart Indian 
School (SIS), and Rathi Ravindran, Principal, Jack 
and Jill, Mangaf.

After an info-packed quizzing session of two 
hours, Mr. Iyer, Principal, SIS announced the 
names of the winners amid great jubilation. The 
formidable quizzers of Indian English Academy 
School (IEAS) (Don Bosco) Jason Miranda 
and Gladwin Sabu won the first position. The 
second position was bagged by Ahmed Hamza 

and Master Mohamed Umar Nawaz of Indian 
Community School (ICSK) (Senior). The third 
place was won by the dauntless duo Ushasi 
Nandi and Yash Yadunath of Gulf Indian School. 
The quizzers of IEAS kissed the Champions 
Trophy amid applause. A cash prize of KD 500, 
certificates and an ever-rolling trophy were 
presented to the champions by the Chief Guest. 
The first runners up from ICSK received a cash 
prize of KD 300, trophies and certificates. The 
second runners up received a cash prize of KD 
200, trophies and certificates. All the finalists 
were accorded certificates and mementos 

for their brilliant performance.  The country 
winners of the Green Olympiad in all the 3 
levels, Mohammed Shazib Khan (Grade 6), 
Kevin George (Grade 8F), and Vysakh Vinod Nair 
(Grade10) were also honored by the Chief Guest.

In his address to the gathering, the Brazilian 
Ambassador Rapesta urged the young quizzers 
to analyze the current affairs as they unfold, 
and to learn lessons from them as the present 
always influences the future. Mr. Menon, 
Chairman, Bhavans Middle East presented the 
Chief Guest with a memento as a token of 
Bhavans’ gratitude and love. 

Bhavans’ KQ Matters 2017 displays the power of knowledge
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The Ambassador of Germany to Kuwait H.E. 
Karlfried Bergner hosted a reception to 

commemorate the country’s National Day on 3 
October at the Regency Hotel. Deputy Foreign 
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah was the chief guest 
at the function, which was attended by members 
of the diplomatic corps, Kuwaiti officials, special 
invitees and media personnel. 

Speaking to the media on the eve of his 
country’s National Day, Ambassador Bergner 
lauded the trade ties between Germany and 
Kuwait. “Trade relations with Kuwait are very 

good. We are looking forward to beefing them 
up in renewable energy and environmental 
cooperation," Ambassador Bergner said. 

He also extolled the "very distinguished" 
bilateral relations with Kuwait, and keenness 
of the political leaderships in both countries 
to enhance them even further on all levels, 
especially following the official visit to Germany 
by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in April 2010.”

Bergner acknowledged Kuwait’s election as 
a non-permanent member of the UN Security 

Council for a two-year term and extended his 
congratulations. Last June, Kuwait gained votes 

of 188 members out of 192 at the UN, with its 
membership officially starting in January 2018. 

The ambassador also noted that the UN 
bestowing His Highness the Amir with a 'Leader 
of Humanitarian Action' status, and honoring 
Kuwait as an ‘international humanitarian 
center’ were matters with which Germany 
could relate to, as the country currently hosts 
a large number of refugees. He added that 
there was strong cooperation on the refugees 
and humanitarian issues between his country 
and Kuwait.

German Embassy holds reception on National Day

LuLu Hypermarket, the leading retailer in 
the region, launched the 11-day Festival of 

Egypt promotion at all its outlets on 5 October.
The festival was inaugurated at the 

Hypermarket's Al-Dajeej branch by His 
Excellency Yasser Atif, Ambassador of  the Arab 
Republic of Egypt to Kuwait, along with the top 
management from LuLu Hypermarket, in the 
presence of a large crowd of shoppers and well-
wishers.

The Festival of Egypt, which runs from 4 
to 14 October, showcases the wide diversity 

of Egyptian foods including specialty cheese, 
fresh fruits, tender vegetables, fish, meat and 
olives. Among the products being highlighted 
at the festival are luscious mangoes, oranges, 
strawberries, grapes,watermelons and 
pomegranates.

A cultural extravaganza is also being held 
as part of the festival and features traditional 
music and dances of Egypt, including the famous 
Saidi horse-dance, zaffa the marriage procession 
dance and the vibrant tanoura. In addition, 
special magic shows and painted clowns will 

entertain children on the evenings of 5 and 6 
October. The promotion period will also witness 
several competitions, including clay modeling 
and a fashion show of traditional costumes for 
children below the age of 12.

The Festival of Egypt once again reiterates 
LuLu Hypermarket commitment to interacting 
with their customers at every touch-point. 
The promotion also creates opportunities for 
people from different communities to come 
together and enjoy each other's cultures, 
cuisines and foods.

New medical fees
adds KD 300 million 

to state revenues

Economic experts are expecting the state 
revenues to double after the new charges 

for medical services offered to expatriates 
are applied. They said the revenues, due to 
the increased charges of medical services, are 
expected to increase from KD 130 million to KD 
300 million, which is higher than the revenues 
of last year.

The experts affirmed that the fruits of 
the hike in medical charges will be evident in 
the budget of 2018/2019. They expected the 
revenues from some medical services such as 
dialysis, Xray, medical tests, and artificial limbs 
to rise from KD 9.5 million this year to KD 16 
million in the coming year.

Ministry of Finance had previously approved 
to set the budget of Ministry of Health for the 
fiscal year of 2017/2018 at KD 2 billion and 800 
million, which includes KD 9 million to be 
offered as bonus for excellent performance.

Meanwhile, economic expert Yahya Kamshad 
stressed the new medical charges must be 
enforced without any exception in order to allow 
the decision to produce the required result which 
is to solve the budget deficit. Another economic 
expert Bader Al-Otaibi said the decision will 
help in increasing the non-oil revenues, which 
will in turn positively affect the public budget. 
According to sources from Ministry of Finance, 
the estimated budget of Ministry of Health for the 
fiscal year of 2017/2018 is about KD 2.1 billion with 
11 percent increase compared to the previous year. 
Meanwhile, a number of expatriates lamented 
about the increase in the charges of medical 
services, stressing that the process began with 
the increase in fuel prices, followed by increase in 
electricity and water tariffs and now the medical 
services. The average salary of expatriates is 
about KD 400 per month, half of which goes for 
paying rent while the other half is never enough 
to cover the remaining expenses such as for 
education, transportation and food.

LuLu Hypermarket launches Festival of Egypt
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Money Trade Coin (MTC), the 
new age cryptocurrency, 

began trading on 17 September, 
following its promised listing on 
Nova Exchange. The listing event 
was held at the prestigious Burj Al 
Arab, Dubai, and was highlighted by 
the attendance of H.E. Sheikh Saqer 
Al Nahyan along with a list of 40 VIP 
selected honor guests. 

Speaking at the listing event, 
Money Trade Coin Founder and CEO, 
Amit Lakhanpal, who had promised 
earlier this year to list the newly 
created coin on at least one crypto-
currency public exchange, said the 
next step would be to go live on more 
exchanges, including but not limited 
to C6, Coinex, Poloniex and their own 
private exchange. 

The launch of MTC in Dubai was a 

bold statement that the economy has 
evolved towards the adoption of new 
technologies, as a complementary 
tool to support the traditional 
applied methods. The investors 
demand has increasingly swept from 
the traditional practices to the digital 
currency as a secure alternative to 
safeguard wealth, eliminate costs, 
increase efficiency and flexibility, and 
save time while transacting. 

Money Trade Coin is unique in its 
features by being a registered certified 
entity and its owner and founder, 
Mr. Lakhanpal, is a well-known 
businessman, whose other businesses 
include heading the Flintstone Group, 
which covers diverse fields as real 
estate, construction and equipment, 
technologies, Infra solutions, general 

trading, media and movie production, 
hospitality and entertainment. 

Alongside its listing, MTC, 
reflecting the vision of its owner, 
has taken a further step to promote 
the propagation of “correct 
knowledge about crypto-currencies” 
by launching the Cryptocurrency 
E-Academy, which aims to educate 
the young generations about the 
benefits of using and trading digital 
currencies.

As a pioneer in the digital currency 
industry, MTC is set to expand its 
market penetration rate and is eyeing 
the Emirate of Dubai to be the bridge 
for its new expansion. Dubai in itself 
is a platform that attracts all types 
of multinational investors, who 
are avid for new technologies and 

constantly searching for the “Next 
Big Hit”, said Mr. Lakhanpal. Faithful 
to its investors, MTC management 
has launched the process to establish 
itself in Dubai, UAE supported by the 
office of Khalifa Bin Huwaidan Al Ketbi 
Advocates and Legal consultants.

Very few would have foreseen 
Dubai shifting fundamentally 
as a government towards the 
implementation of 100 percent 
blockchain technology by 2020, 
however this virtual dream became 
a reality under the directive of H.H. 
Sheik Mohammed Bin Rashed Al 
Maktoum, the ruler of Dubai with 
an aim to increase productivity and 
create financial sector jobs. The 
government is currently interested 
in the cryptocurrencies that use 

blockchain to underwrite their 
transactions and MTC is one of them. 
The management of MTC is willing to 
work hand in hand with regulators 
and governments to improve the 
education about these technologies 
and their implementation. 

Money Trade Coin, presents itself 
with an ultra-secure wallet through 
multi-level verifications and is the 
world’s first fully secured crypto-
currency, which implements the 
highest standards of compliance with 
regard to the Know Your Customer 
and Anti-Money-Laundering laws, 
and follows international directives 
issued by Central Banks and other 
regulatory agencies, including 
retaining records of all transaction 
for more than ten years. 

MTC lists on cryptocurrency exchange, launches trading

Kerala Pravasi Welfare 
Association (KPWA)-Kuwait 

Chapter successfully organized a 
free Medical Camp and Expatriate 
Welfare Workshop on 29 September, 
in coordination with Metro Medicals 
Group and Indian Doctors Forum (IDF).

The event was inaugurated by Sri 
Hamza Payyannur, (CEO and Vice 
Chairman, Metro Medical Care), 
who also announced a 20-25 percent 
discount for around 800+ camp 
attendees for follow-up treatments 
for the next 6 months. Dr. Abhay 
Patwari (IDF), Sri Aniyan Kunju (WKK), 
Sri Raghunathan (Thanima Kuwait), 
Sri. Shafaz Ahamed (Lulu Exchange 
Marketing Manager) preceded with 
the felicitation speeches. Around 
45 well trained and committed 
KPWA volunteers facilitated and 
supported the attendees to utilize 
the opportunity for free checkups 

and helped with registration for 
NORKA and Welfare Scheme by the 
Government of Kerala. Officials stated 
that around 800+ common men could 
utilize the free medical checkups and 
consultations, in addition to the 400+ 
who will gain by applying for NORKA 
and Welfare Scheme to prepare for a 
future back in the motherland. 

Prominent doctors from Indian 
Doctors Forum (IDF) and Indian 
Dentists Alliance Kuwait (IDAK) gave 
very useful healthcare related classes 
for the attendees. IDF Doctors 
presented the following classes; 
Expatriate and Cardiac Issues by Dr. 
Hassan Kha, Expatriate and Kidney 
failures by Dr. Syed Rahman, Food 
habits and Diabetes by Dr. Noble 
Zachariah and from IDAK, Teeth and 
Care by Dr. Prathap Unnithan, which 
delivered very useful information and 
was knowledgeable for the listeners.

KPWA- Kuwait Chapter successfully 
organized free medical camp 

and expatriate welfare workshop

Ronald in 
exclusive 
visit to ESF
The English School Fahaheel (ESF) 

kicked off the new academic year 
with a host of events including an 
exclusive visit by Ronald McDonald, 
the popular clown mascot of the 
McDonald's fast-food restaurant 
chain. Ronald performed for 
the Lower School students in an 
entertaining and interactive event.

Badr Al Samaa Medical Centre, Farwaniya 
is offering reduced Medical Fees and other 

charges following the introduction of increased 
medical charges by the Ministry of Health (MOH) at 
Government Polyclinics and Hospitals in Kuwait. Badr 
Al Samaa Medical Centre have reduced their fees for 
consultations, lab tests and xray/scans for the benefit 
of the expat population in Kuwait.

In light of the Government clinics hiking their 
prices for services from 1 October onwards, Badr Al 
Samaa Medical Centre is offering to the public free file 
opening charges, in addition to reduced fee structure 
in General Medicine Clinics and other Specialty Clinics.

Moreover, they have as part of their staff an eminent 
panel of Doctors from India and other countries.

Dr. Rajesekharan (Urologist), Dr. Justin 
Stephen (General Surgeon), Dr. Aswathy Mohan 
(Ophthalmologist), Dr. Gehan Yousry (Gynecologist), 
Dr. Pragathi Nambiar (Gynecologist), Dr. Rashmy 
Richard (Pediatrician), Dr. Rajesh (Orthopedician), 
Dr. Swapna Mariam (Radiologist), Dr. Nitin Sivadas 
(General Physician), Dr. Feroz Iqbal (Internist), Dr. Lenin 
V John (General Physician), Dr. Sowmya R Shetty (ENT) 
and Dr. Arun Kumar (General Physician) are the expert 
panel of doctors leading the clinical department.

Badr Al Samaa Medical Centre, Farwaniya is open 
to the public from 7 am to 12 am Midnight.

Tel: 24759250 / 60689323

Badr Al Samaa Medical Centre, 
Farwaniya reduces medical charges
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Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Electricity and Water Eng. 

Mohammad Bushehri said Friday, 
6 October, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) rated Kuwait 
as the top Arab country in terms of 
the quality of sanitation, drinking 
water and hygiene.

WHO assessment comes in 
recognition of Kuwait's relentless 
efforts to ensure the safety of 
drinking water and provide the 
water stations and laboratories 
with the state-of-the-art 
equipment, he told reporters 
this evening. He commended the 
efforts being made by Kuwaiti 
engineers and technicians to ensure 
quality of drinking water, sanitation 
and hygiene through regular checks 
and tests.

WHO is working with Kuwait and 

other partners around the globe 
to implement the Global Analysis 
and Assessment of Sanitation 
and Drinking-Water (GLAAS), Eng. 
Bushehri pointed out.

This initiative aims to provide 
policy- and decision-makers at 
all levels with a reliable, easily 
accessible, comprehensive and 
global analysis of the investments 
and enabling environment to make 
informed decisions in this regard, 
he added.

Continued from Page 1

The report points out that, 
whereas more than 50 percent of 
infrastructure projects are privately 
funded in developed economies, 
private investments in emerging 
markets and developing economies 
(EMDEs) remain limited. Today, 
nearly 70 percent of infrastructure 
projects in EMDEs are financed by 
government budgets, 10 percent 
by multi-development banks, and 
the remaining 20 percent by private 
investors.

Though in recent times, the 
contribution of the private sector 
to infrastructure investments has 
increased, unfortunately, many 
privatization and public-private 
partnership attempts have failed, 
mainly due to the government’s 
inability to recognize and counter 
the potential risks from increased 
private-sector involvement. 

Five major risks, identified in 
the report, which could lead to the 
failure of collaborations between 
the private and public sectors 
are: Limited local private sector 
experience; Lack of sustained 

political commitment; Over-
staffing in public sector labor 
force; No clarity on expectations 
and poor agreement design; and 
poor regulatory framework and 
environment.

The report outlines how 
preparation is vital to effective 
execution when it comes to increased 
public-private collaborations, and 
recommends a four point plan 
for GCC governments: defining 
objectives; setting up an effective 
central authority to oversee the 
programs; developing clear and 
transparent procedures; and 
creating a clear plan. 

It is growingly obvious that 
governments in the region can 
no longer rely on public funds to 
meet the growing demand for 
public utilities; but, failing to meet 
the infrastructure demand means 
missing out on significant economic 
opportunities. The report concludes 
by urging greater and more efficient 
private sector involvement in the 
economy, and calls on governments 
in the region to enhance the 
attractiveness of infrastructure 
opportunities for the private sector.

Kuwait leads Arab countries 
in quality of drinking water 

The Central Statistical Bureau 
(CSB) said Monday, 25 September 

that the workforce in Kuwait, 
excluding housekeepers) hit 2,009,071 
in last June. The figure reflects 
increase by 70,828 or 3.6 percent from 

the corresponding month last year, 
according to the CSB quarterly report 
that surveyed the period ending on 30 
June, 2017.

The total workforce, including 
housekeepers, hit 2,684,334, 
increasing by 83,929 or 3.2 percent 

in this period with the private sector 
remaining the main employer. The 
private sector absorbed 60.3 percent 
of the total workforce while the 
Kuwaiti workers represented only 4.4 
percent of such workers. The Kuwaiti 

workforce grew from 348,792 to 
358,854, an increase of 2.9 percent 
from June 2016, with the public sector 
employing 80 percent of them.

The number of Kuwaitis employed 
by the public sector went up 3.3 
percent from 277,935 to 287,236 in 

the period surveyed. The number of 
female workers rose by 3.9 percent 
and the male workers by 1.6 percent. 
Meanwhile, the ratio of Kuwaiti 
workforce to the total workforce 
went slightly down from 18 percent in 
June 2016 to 17.9 in last June.

The number of non-Kuwaiti 
workers went up by 3.8 percent from 
1,589,451 to 1,650,217. The report 
noted that there were no remarkable 
changes in the structure of the various 
groups of nationalities working in 
Kuwait. The expats from the group of 
Asian non-Arab countries continued 
to be the largest group for workers in 
Kuwait, accounting for 50.3 percent, 
followed by those from the Arab 
countries who represent 30.1 percent.

The number of Indian workers in 
Kuwait went up by 6.6 percent from 
519,466 in June 2016 to 553,781 in last 
June while the number of Egyptians 
grew by 2.4 percent to 463,804.

The percentage of Kuwaiti workers 
with bachelor degrees went up 
from 35.1 to 36.8 percent while the 
percentage of non-Kuwaiti workers 
with bachelor degrees rose from 20.5 
to 22.7 percent. 

Indian workers in Kuwait increase by 6.6 percent

PPP projects to help bridge
infrastructure gap in GCC

The Indian embassy announced that on 20 September, 
Shri M.J.Akbar, Hon’ble MOS (External Affairs) strongly 

raised the problems of Indian workers in Kharafi National 
with Kuwaiti authorities. 

Hon’ble Minister Social Affairs & Labour of Kuwait 
has assured most immediate response and relief 
to our distressed workers. As advised by Kuwaiti 
authorities, a list of 2,084 Indian workers in Kharafi 
National has been handed over to concerned Kuwaiti 

Authorities on 1 October, 2017. This list is available on 
Embassy’s website.

Distressed Indian workers who have not yet shared their 
particulars with labour wing (labour@indembkwt.rog) 
of Indian Embassy, may please send the requisite details 
immediately. Please avoid repetition so that there is no delay 
in submission of additional list(s). All efforts are being made 
by the Indian Embassy in close cooperation with Kuwaiti 
authorities to provide assistance to our distressed workers.

List of distressed Indian laborers
in Kuwait companies published

Acting Undersecretary at the 
Ministry of Interior Major-

General Fahd Al-Shuwea has issued 
instructions to all traffic departments 
in the six governorates to activate the 
traffic law concerning parking vehicles 
in ‘No Parking’ zones and vehicles 
which cause traffic jam.

A traffic source said the registration 
number plates will be withdrawn for 15 
days after citing the violation and the 
law shall be applied on all citizens and 
residents. According to the source, 
these instructions were issued after 
it was discovered the number plates 
were returned to the owners of car 
soon after they pay the fines or rather 
there was indifference in the behavior.

The source said the purpose of 

the law is not to collect money but to 
reduce traffic congestion in residential 
and commercial areas due to vehicles 
parked indiscriminately. The source 
revealed Major-General Al-Shuwea is in 
the process of withdrawing the car plate 
numbers of vehicles which are parked 
on pavements and tow the vehicles to 
the vehicle-detention garage.

Traffic department gets 
tough on illegal parking

The Indian Community School 
Kuwait (ICSK) Amman 

celebrated the birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi by organizing 
various programs on 2 October, 
2017. The day began by remembering 
Mahatma Gandhi, reciting his 
slogans and his favourite bhajan 
‘Raghupathi Raghava Raja Ram’. 
The students of primary wing 
represented the school in the 
celebration organized by the 
Embassy of India.

The KG section organized a Fancy 
Dress Competition, ‘Dress up as 
great Leaders’ to mark the occasion. 
Students of Class VI conducted a 
special assembly in remembrance 
of the great leader. A cleanliness 
drive was organized for senior 
students to make them understand 

the value of labor. The dignity of 
labour, also known as the dignity 
of work, is the philosophy practiced 
by Gandhiji that all types of jobs 
are to be respected equally and no 

occupation is considered superior.
Principal Rajesh Nair in his 

address reminded the students to 
uphold the values and principles 
taught by Gandhiji. 

ICSK Amman pays tribute to Gandhiji
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Embassy of the Republic of Malawi 
celebrated their country’s 50th National 

Day with a reception at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
on 2 October. Assistant Foreign Minister for 
African Affairs Ambassador Hamad Al-Meshan 
was the guest of honor at the gathering that 
saw attendance by members of the diplomatic 

corps, Kuwaiti officials, invitees and media 
personnel. Deputy Ambassador Alison Liwande 
alongside Kuwait’s ministry of foreign affairs 
officials cut the ceremonial cake. 

In his speech, Ambassador Al-Meshan 
mentioned that Kuwait has allocated to Africa a 
fund of $1 billion for 54 different projects in the 

fields of agriculture, water, roads and hospitals 
and energy, and Malawi would benefit from the 
development projects. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Ambassador 
Liwande lauded Kuwait’s contribution to the 
development of infrastructure in Malawi, 
pointing out the financing of five economic and 

developmental projects in the fields of roads, 
telecommunication, education and health. He 
expressed his appreciation towards His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah for the support given to Malawi, adding 
that he is looking forward to developing trade, 
economic and tourism ties with Kuwait.

Malawi embassy marks country’s National Day

The Embassy of Canada is 
organizing a 'Study in Canada' 

exhibition to be held on Sunday, 
29 October at 6:00 pm at the 
Symphony Style Hotel, Symphony 
Style Mall, Arabian Gulf road, 
Salmiya. All interested students 
and their parents are invited to 
attend. The exhibition will feature 
representatives from the 12th 
annual Edu-Canada Middle East 

and North Africa (MENA) Tour, who 
will be visiting Kuwait from 29-30 
October, 2017. 

Representatives of around 10 
leading Canadian institutions will 
be available to meet students, 
parents, teachers and guidance 
counselors to present the 
advantages of studying in Canada.

For more information: www.
kuwait.gc.ca; call: 22563025

The Study in Canada exhibition

An interactive, informative and 
interesting training course 

in Personality Development was 
conducted for the teaching and 
non-teaching staff of the Indian 
Community School Kuwait (ICSK) 
Junior on 23 and 30 September, 2017. 
The objective of the course was to 
provide a new perspective about 
various personalities that would in 
turn help the teachers to understand 
behavioral traits and inherent 
qualities of pupils.

Praveen Madhavan of Project 
Seers, a professional expert, well 
versed in corporate training and 
project management was the 

resource person of eminence. Sherly 
Dennis, Principal ICSK Junior, urged 
the participants to make best use of 
the course and provide the best and 
positive teaching learning experience 
for their students. The two-hour 
sessions consisted of well-paced 
presentations and in the core session, 
Don Lowry model of 4 different 
personality types, namely; Orange, 
Gold, Blue and Green was introduced.

The workshop concluded with a 
lively question and answer session. 
A memento was presented to Mr. 
Madhavan by Mrs. Dennis, Principal 
ICSK Junior and C Sheeja, Vice 
Principal.

ICSK Junior holds workshop 

on Personality Development Marriott Hotels in Kuwait 
are offering their guests 

exclusive deals and benefits on 
rooms. The special weekend 
promotion offers GCC nationals 
and residents discounts of up to 30 
percent on rooms and suites at JW 
Marriott Kuwait City, Courtyard 

by Marriott Kuwait and Residence 
Inn by Marriott Kuwait City. In 
addition, the package also includes 
complimentary buffet breakfast, 
free WIFI, and free meals for 
children under 6 years old.

To add to the exclusive benefits, 

guests can enjoy free access to the 
swimming pool and health club. 
Free valet parking and shared airport 
transfers will also be available along 
with early check-in and late check-
out, subject to availability. 

A superb dining experience 
can be enjoyed at The Terrace 
Grill restaurant at JW Marriott 
Kuwait, known to be one of the 
best steakhouses in Kuwait. The 
restaurant offers an extensive menu 
of the finest meat cuts and seafood. 
Other interesting cuisines can be 
tried at the Japanese Kei restaurant 

offering sushi and Teppanyaki. The 
much-celebrated Indian restaurant 
Soul and Spice in Courtyard by 
Marriott is well known for serving 
flavorsome Indian dishes, in addition 
to Sushi restaurant which offers 
a wide array of mouth-watering 
Japanese delicacies.

Moreover, Blendz restaurant, 
located at the lobby of Residence 
Inn by Marriott Kuwait City, offers 
its guests a unique flavor of modern 
recipes in a very relaxed ambience 
making it a perfect place to spend 
time with family and friends.

The senior students of Smart Indian 
School (SIS) sparkled at their 

'Talent Show' in the school’s auditorium 
on 25 September. The main aim of this 
event was to showcase the students' 

talents as well as to make them aware 
of their own potential. The participants 
clad in costumes gave a marvelous 
demonstration of their varied talents 
on stage, which garnered applause 

from the audience. The moments were 
cherished in the hearts of the children. 
The program concluded with a thank 
you to the Principal Mahesh Iyer for 
making this show possible.

SIS Seniors displayed their talents

The perfect weekend getaway at Kuwait Marriott Hotels
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Public health response to 
dangerous Zika and dengue 

viruses could be revolutionized 
by a quick, cheap and simple 
test that involves nothing more 
complicated than dipping a test-
strip in a sample of blood.

The test accurately diagnoses 
Zika and dengue, and also 
can differentiate between the 
two mosquito-borne viruses, 
which is something that even 
commercially available tests now 
find difficult to do accurately.

Scientists at the Institute 
for Medical Engineering and 
Science, at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in the US, 
developed the test strip, which 
contains antibodies that react to 
the presence of Zika or dengue 
virus, and gold nanoparticles that 
respond to the antibody reaction.

To use the new test, which 
resembles a pregnancy test strip, 
a medical professional would 

need to dip the strip into a tube 
of either blood serum or whole 
blood from the patient. If the 
antibodies on the strip recognize 
the viral proteins of zika or 
dengue, the gold nanoparticles 
respond by appearing as a dot 
or line on the strip. The test can 
not only differentiate Zika from 
dengue, it can also distinguish 
among four different strains of 
dengue.

Researchers checked the 
accuracy of the test by testing 
blood serum samples taken from 
people in regions where Zika 
has hit hardest, including Brazil, 
Colombia, Guatemala, India, 
Mexico and Panama. The test 
proved to be 80 to 90 percent 
accurate in detecting Zika and 
other related viruses. The team 
said it would take about a year 
to get the test out on the market 
and would be available for less 
than a dollar a strip.

Judging people
based on their
brand choices

There may be more to people who judge others by 
the brand of clothes they wear, the cars they drive or 

electronic gadgets they use. New research suggests that 
people who have what is known as a ‘flexible mindset’ 
are less likely to judge people based on the brands they 
use. Individuals with this mindset believe that behavior 
varies significantly over time and across different 
situations, so they are less inclined to make assumptions 
about someone's character based on brand choice at one 
point in time.

As opposed to those with a flexible mindset, people 
with more of a ‘fixed mindset’ tend to believe that one's 
behavior is consistent over time and across situations, 
and thus predicts the person's personality. Researchers 
found that people with this mindset were much more 
likely to make judgments about people based on the 
brands they used. 

In one of the experiments for the study, participants 
viewed a picture of a man driving a car that was either 
a Mercedes Benz or a car without a visible brand 
name. They were asked to rate the person on a list of 
personality traits. Then the participants answered a 
series of questions that were used to evaluate whether 
each participant was more partial to a fixed or a flexible 
mindset.

The study revealed that participants with a fixed 
mindset rated the man driving the Mercedes as more 
sophisticated than the man driving a car without a 
visible brand name. But the participants with the flexible 
mindset rated the two men as equally sophisticated. The 
researchers showed the same effect when participants 
viewed a picture of a woman eating a box of Godiva 
chocolates versus a box of chocolates with no visible 
brand name.

In a culture that is filled with opportunities to judge 
social status and character based on brands, these 
research results offer hope that not everyone lives by 
that standard, said the team behind the study. Yet there 
are still people with a fixed mindset whose perceptions 
of others are influenced by brand choices. To appeal to 
consumers who do not want to be judged by the fixed 
mindset population, marketers could offer certain 
products that minimize the display of the brand's name 
on the item, the study suggests.

Depression is a very common 
disorder affecting people 

globally. According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO) there 
are more than 300 million afflicted 
by depression around the world. . In 
the US alone, the economic burden 
of depression has been estimated at 
over $200 billion per year.

Doctors prescribe various 
treatments for depression,, including 
medication, psychotherapy, cognitive 
behavioral therapy or a combination 
of these approaches, but often not 
very successfully.

Now scientists at universities and 

health institutes in the UK, Norway 
and Australia, who conducted 
collaborative studies that examined 
data from nearly 34,000 people 
collected over a period of 11 years, 
found that as little as one hour of 
exercise each week, regardless of 
intensity level, could help prevent 
depression.

As Prof. Harvey explains, "We've 
known for some time that exercise 
has a role to play in treating 
symptoms of depression, but this is 
the first time we have been able to 
quantify the preventive potential of 
physical activity in terms of reducing 

future levels of depression."
"These findings," he adds, "are 

exciting because they show that 
even relatively small amounts of 
exercise - from 1 hour per week - 
can deliver significant protection 
against depression."

The researchers analyzed data 
from one of the largest population 
studies conducted so far— the 
Nord-Trøndelag Health Study 
(HUNT) that took place from 1984 
to 1997 in Norway. The team found 
that those who did not engage in 
any physical exercise in the HUNT 
study were 44 percent more likely 

to develop depression than their 
peers who exercised for one or two 
hours each week.

The protective effect of exercise 
was also observed, regardless of its 
intensity. "Most of the mental health 
benefits of exercise are realized 
within the first hour undertaken each 
week," explained the research team. 
"With sedentary lifestyles becoming 
the norm worldwide, and rates of 
depression growing, these results 
are particularly pertinent as they 
highlight that even small lifestyle 
changes can reap significant mental 
health benefits," they added.

Deterring depression through exercise

The discovery of a naturally occurring 
protein that protects the eye from 

glaucoma — one of the leading causes of 
blindness — has led scientists to believe 
they may be on the threshold of a new 
strategy to prevent blindness.

Glaucoma is an overarching term 
used for a number of eye diseases that 
generally result from a buildup of eye 
pressure, which damages the optic nerve 
linking the eye to the brain. The disruption 
of eye signals to the brain can result in a 
loss of vision.

Precise mechanisms by which glaucoma 
damages the optic nerve damage were 
previously unclear. Now, researchers at 
the Macquarie University in Australia say 
they may have found the damage causing 
link.  The research team found that a 
protein called neuroserpin, which plays 

a key role in eye health, is inactivated 
in glaucoma patients. Their analysis 
revealed that neuroserpin is deactivated 
in response to oxidative stress caused 
by environmental factors. Oxidative 
stress creates an imbalance between the 
production of molecules called reactive 
oxygen species (ROS) that damages cell 
structures, and the body’s ability to cope 
with the harmful effects of ROS.

Neuroserpin has already been known 

to block the activity of an enzyme called 
plasmin that induces damage in nerve 
cells. Over a period of time, the inactivity 
of neuroserpin in glaucoma patients leads 
to an increase in activity of plasmin that 
gradually digests and destroys the eye 
tissue, leading to the adverse effects 
associated with glaucoma.

There is currently no cure for glaucoma, 
but there are treatments that can help 
to slow progression of the disease if it is 
detected early enough. The researchers 
hope that their findings will open the door 
to new strategies designed to prevent or 
treat glaucoma. In future studies, the 
team plans to investigate whether or 
not antioxidants — molecules that help 
to prevent cell damage caused by ROS 
— could be an effective treatment for 
glaucoma.

Averting blindness with a natural protein

Continuous glucose 
monitor for 

diabetic patients

The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 
approved the first finger-stick-free blood sugar 

monitoring system for people with diabetes aged 18 
and older. The FreeStyle Libre Flash Glucose Monitoring 
System developed by Abbott Diabetes Care, involves 
placing a small sensor wire placed on the skin’s surface 
that continuously monitors blood sugar (glucose) levels. 

People with diabetes 
can wave a mobile 
reader above the 
sensor wire to check 
their glucose levels. 
After a 12-hour start-
up period, it can be 
worn for up to 10 
days, the FDA said.

The system does 
not provide real-
time alerts on its 
own and cannot 
warn patients about 
low blood glucose 
levels while they are 
sleeping, warned 
the FDA. Potential 
risks associated with 

the system include low or high blood sugar if data it 
provides is inaccurate and used to make treatment 
decisions, the FDA said. Some patients may also have 
mild skin irritation around the area where the sensor 
wire is inserted. People with diabetes either do not make 
enough insulin (type 1 diabetes) or cannot use insulin 
properly (type 2 diabetes). When the body does not 
have enough insulin or cannot use it effectively, sugar 
builds up in the blood. High blood sugar levels can lead 
to heart disease; stroke; blindness; kidney failure; and 
amputation of toes, feet or leg, according to background 
information in the FDA news release. 

A ’dipstick’ test for 
Zika, dengue viruses
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According to the latest research 
from Counterpoint’s Market 

Monitor service, global smartphone 
shipments grew 3 percent year on 
year (YoY), reaching 367 million units 
in second-quarter of 2017. 

The Counterpoint report also 
showed that Chinese brands now 
hold a record 48 percent of global 
smartphone market share, with six 
of the top ten brands being Chinese. 
With their overseas smartphone 
shipments increasing year on year, 
Xiaomi, Vivo, Oppo and Huawei were 
the fastest growing Chinese brands 
that continued to scale aggressively 
beyond mainland China.

Huawei, China’s leading 
smartphone maker, surpassed Apple’s 
global smartphone sales for the first 

time in June of this year. Thanks to the 
company’s consistent investment in 
R&D and manufacturing, as well as 
aggressive and creative marketing, 
Huawei came in only behind Samsung 
in global sales. Driven by its strong 
performance in emerging markets, 
Huawei shipped a record second 
quarter shipments of 38.4 million 
units, up 20 percent annually. 

Brands are striving hard for new 
forms of hardware differentiation 
including bezel-free, alternative 
aspect ratio and dual screen 
smartphones. Currently such 
hardware differentiation is happening 
at the flagship level but we can expect 
such design changes to percolate to 
lower price bands in time. This will 
augment growth in the mid-range 

smartphone segment from later in 
2018 said Counterpoint in its report.

The competitive landscape is also 
changing drastically across many 

regions. In developed markets the 
top three brands are strengthening 
their hold. In emerging markets 
meanwhile, rankings continue to 

be volatile, with new players also 
entering the top-ten rankings within 
a few quarters of launch. This has 
led to various strategies by OEMs 
to counter competition, including 
tie-ups with telecommunication 
operators, cutting down excessive 
portfolios and even offering devices 
for free. “We expect further 
innovation, and desperation, in go-to-
market strategies by different OEMs 
as they struggle for traction in fast-
moving market environments,” said 
Counterpoint.

Meanwhile, Samsung led the 
smartphone market by volume with 
a market share of 22 percent in Q2 
2017, with its smartphone shipments 
recording a marginal growth of 4 
percent annually during the quarter.

Chinese brands dominate global smartphone shipments

The inaugural launch of a 
stratospheric balloon by startup 

launch company World View, took 
place on 30 September from their 
headquarters in Tucson, Arizona in 
the US. 

World View aims to carve out a 
niche territory in commercial space 
business by launching super high 
altitude balloons that can operate 
at stratosphere altitude, beyond the 
upper edge of Earth’s atmosphere. 
The balloons, which cost substantially 
less than low-Earth Orbit satellites, 
could be used for long-term site 
observation, weather monitoring, and 
even defense applications.

The company, which handcrafts 
its gigantic stratospheric balloons 
at its Tucson plant, on what is one 
of the longest continuous tables in 
the world, said that eventually their 
balloons could even be deployed 
with a passenger pod for use by 
stratosphere tourists and science 
crews. World View CEO Jane Poynter 

said that the first launch from 
Tucson was “another important 
milestone in our series of Stratollite 
development and demonstration 
missions, which are helping us 
perfect our overall technology and 
operations as we move closer to 
a routine long-duration, station-

keeping Stratollite platform.”
The company recently celebrated a 

milestone with a record 27-hour flight 
for one of its balloons, but eventually 
World View hopes to be able to run 
commercial operations where its 
balloons can remain aloft for months 
at a time.

Everyone it appears wants to 
get on the Internet of Things 

(IoT) bandwagon, and Intel is no 
different. The globally leading 
chipmaker announced last week that 
its newly developed Intel Secure 
Device solution will help companies 
provision IoT devices in a secure and 
automated manner.

Dipti Vachani, vice president and 
general manager for the Internet of 
Things Group at Intel, said the company 
has developed a free software 
development kit (SDK) to help the 
industry solve a huge problem around 
provisioning IoT devices. “If a firm is 
installing hundreds of smart bulbs, all 
of which communicate over WiFi, how 
do you do it in a secure way?,” asked 
Ms. Vachani. The SDK gives companies 
a way to provision automatically and 
ensure that whatever the device — a 
smart light bulb, a sensor on a piece 
of equipment or a video camera — is a 
sanctioned device and can be installed 
securely automatically without 
human intervention.

“This is particularly important 
when you are talking about IoT scale. 
This is a process that can benefit 
from automation because humans 
simply can’t keep up. When hundreds 
of devices are being deployed, it 
could take months or years to do 
it manually. A machine can do it in 
hours or days,” she noted. To make 

this work, Intel needs to work with the 
entire ecosystem, starting with the 
IoT device manufacturers to buy into 
this system. If they are Intel Secure 
Device solution-aware through the 
SDK, the next step is the silicon level 
of machines that are provisioning 
these devices. Finally it requires the 
IoT platform vendors to also buy in, so 
that the provisioning can take place 
on their systems.

An employee installs the Intel-
aware device, which communicates 
to a server, which is part of an 
IoT platform. All of the parties 
understand this is a sanctioned device 
because the SDK has connected them 
all together and the provisioning 
process takes place automatically 
behind the scenes with little or no 
human touch required. This will 
require Intel winning over the industry 
to implement, of course, but it already 
boasts and impressive set of partners 
on all three parts of the system. 
Intel is offering this solution for free 
because they see it in their interest 
to advance the IoT industry, and 
provisioning has been a substantial 
obstacle to this point. “It takes a 
village to scale IoT. We are talking 
about lots of players coming together 
and that’s the challenge in IoT. It’s 
hard to do something like this with a 
lot of companies, and it’s something 
we are able to do at Intel,” she said.

Intel offers secure 
solution for IoT vendors

As North American cities vie for the chance to be chosen 
by Amazon as the home for its second headquarters, 

one city in the state of Georgia has offered to change its name 
to Amazon if the company agrees to build its headquarters 
there.  The city council of Stonecrest, Georgia voted 4 to 2 
last week to change its name to Amazon, Georgia and give 
the company 345 acres of land if Amazon selects it as the 
HQ destination.

Though Amazon, Georgia may not have the same ring 
as say, Toyota City in Japan, it definitely makes for a more 
unique offer in a competition that has drawn bids from cities 

across the US. “While there are several major US cities that 
want Amazon, none offer the branding opportunity that we 
are now offering this visionary company,” said Stonecrest’s 
mayor, Jason Lary.

And it is exactly the kind of romantic proposal Amazon 
wants to hear. The company is asking cities to provide 
incentives like tax credits, fee reductions, relocation grants 
and more in order to become the second headquarters. 
The offer by Stonecrest definitely falls under the ‘and more’ 
category.  Amazon’s home remains Seattle, Washington, 
which would seem to take at least that one state out of the 
running for the second headquarters.

Rebadging itself as Amazon, Georgia is exactly the 
differentiator that the tiny city of Stonecrest, which was 
formed just last year and has a population of 20,000, 
desperately needs if it has any hope of competing against 
the likes of big cities like New York, Dallas, and others that 
are bidding for the headquarters.. Amazon said it expects 
eventually to bring as many as 50,000 jobs and invest as 
much as $5 billion in whichever location it chooses. The 
online retail giant has set October 19th as the deadline for 
accepting proposals for its second headquarters.

World View 
launches 

stratospheric balloons

Cities vie to host Amazon’s new HQ

Facebook is testing facial 
recognition as a way to verify a 

user’s identity and let them regain 
access to their account if they have 
been locked out. Facebook said 
the feature is optional and will 
only be available on devices that 
users have already used to log into 
their accounts. “It is another step, 
alongside two-factor authentication 

via SMS, that we’re taking to make 
sure account owners can confirm 
their identity,” Facebook said in a 
statement.

Facebook said the facial 
verification would occur during the 
account recovery process and would 
be another option down the line for 
people who are locked out of their 
account and cannot access two-

factor authentication.
In April last year, Facebook said 

it was working on a feature to 
automatically tag videos of a user 
and their friends to make posts more 
searchable. It already does that for 
photos: Facebook’s DeepFace can tell 
with 97 percent accuracy whether 
two pictures are of the same person. 
Face recognition, though convenient, 

has traditionally been easy to trick; 
there have been complaints that 
Samsung S8’s facial scanner can be 
fooled with just a photo. Facebook 
admitted that facial scanning is not 
the most secure of authenticating 
someone’s identity, but that it has 
also trained neural networks capable 
of recognizing people by their hair, 
body shape and posture.

Facebook tests facial logins
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Natural-looking 

foundation

Foundation can do a really 
good job of flattering your 

skin, other times, not so much. 
Pigments settle into fine lines. 
Powders cake over blemishes. 
Textures clash. Shades don't 
match. That foundation that you 
applied to make your skin look 
better, actually ends up making it 
look a lot worse. Read on for some 
tips on applying the most natural-
looking foundation possible. 

Do a lot of prep: Start with a 
soothing toner or mask, then 
massage in oils, serums, face 
creams, and eye creams in small, 
circular motions — waiting a few 
minutes between each step to 
allow them to settle. If you don't 
have proper hydration in the skin 
and you go to put on foundation, 
your skin freaks out. Moreover, 
dehydrated skin will suck up any 
moisture in the product and leave a 
finish that looks fake and obvious. 
If you have oily skin, continue with 
your regular routine, but don't 
skimp on that massage, which 
boosts circulation and makes the 
skin look brighter.
Rethink your primer:  Just 
because it's called primer doesn't 
mean you should smear it all over 
your face. Your best bet is using a 
cocktail formula — smooth on an 
oil-controlling primer in the T-zone 
and a silicone-based one for the 
rest of the face. Most people who 
have oily skin really have some 
form of combination skin. And 
when you put a matte primer over 
a dry area, it will take away the 
moisture and make it look cakey.
Conceal before foundation: If 
you start slapping on foundation 
without concealing blemishes or 
undereye circles first, you're going 

to overcompensate and end up 
using way too much product — and 
it will show. Instead, take care of 
them with a lightweight concealer 
first. Then, assess how much 
foundation you need from there.
Add depth:  If you want to fool 
everyone into thinking you're 
not wearing makeup and just 
have naturally great skin, this is 
for you. Suck in your cheeks and 
swipe the darker shade across the 
indentation, then blend out and 
tap the highlighter above. 
Blush first: It sounds crazy, but 
applying blush before foundation 
will give your skin a natural-looking 
flush. Be sure to only use cream 
formulas — layering a powder 
blush under a liquid foundation is 
a disaster.
Go drop by drop: Majority 
of women use way too much 
foundation. If you can, buy a 
foundation with a dropper rather 
than a pump — as one pump 
typically over-dispenses product. 
Blend a few small drops from the 
center of the face outward with a 
damp Beautyblender or a damp 
foundation brush. That keeps it 
from soaking up the product and 
makes it look more natural, not 
like you tried to cover something. 
And resist the urge to lay down a 
full foundation. Just apply it in the 
areas you need it. It's meant to 
perfect, not to mask.
Choose wisely: When it comes to 
choosing a formula, liquids tend to 
look the most natural. Choose one 
that is medium to light-coverage 
and buildable (rather than a full-
coverage one which has a tendency 
to look thick). Avoid anything that 
is overly luminous or overly matte. 
You may prefer matte but it makes 
the skin look really dry.
Set your work: Now that you are 
finished, set the areas that are 
prone to slide (like your T-zone) 
with a light dusting of translucent 
powder. Your best option is a 
pressed one, as you're more 
likely to over-apply messy loose 
formulas.

Sculptural jewelry 
is comfortably 

in the middle of 
the other two 
extremes of minimal jewelry 
and statement jewelry. In general, 
sculptural pieces are easily wearable, 
modern, and graphic—expect sleek 
structured geometric shapes that are 
neither too subtle nor too loud. It’s 
jewelry you can throw on last-minute 
for a more polished look, or layer over 
other jewelry to punctuate an already 
put-together outfit.
To get you acquainted with this 
timeless jewelry trend, here are some 
styling tips to copy now.

All in the family:  A fool-proof way 
to match all your sculptural jewelry 
is to keep all your metals within the 
same color family. Gold on gold on 
gold is, well, a golden look.

The solo bracelet: Get to know the 
one-and-done maneuver: wear a 
large statement cuff by itself to easily 
dress up a naked wrist. Get a modern 
look, with a braided version that 
makes for a great standout piece.

Double the wrist party: Wear a 
watch by itself on one wrist and a 
major stack on the other wrist for a 
balancing act that works. You can 
keep the color palette bright and 

cheerful like a pink and mint combo 
for a fun spring look.

Keep it minimal: If an outfit calls for 
simplicity, ease up on the finger bling 
as well. Here, one or two simple rings 
do the trick. Sometimes a single spike 
is all the edge a ring set needs, you 
can rock quite a few stunners when 
the time comes. Alternatively, add a 
touch of whimsy to your stack with a 
handpainted ring.

Down the line: Perhaps the easiest 
way to pack a (jewelry) punch is to 
wear the same ring on every finger. 
It's the no-fuss way to add uniformity 
to your hand. Moreover, add a 
beautiful bit of sparkle with delicate 
hand twisted rose-gold rings. 

Add a watch: If you're unsure about 
how to layer sculptural bracelets, 
incorporate a watch into the stack. A 
timepiece effectively adds texture.

Mix materials: Don't be shy about 
piling on different materials of 
jewelry—the key to effortlessness 
is confidence and intention. When 
layering, make sure you mix the size 
and scale of your bracelets. A thin 
leather wrap bracelet is perfect for 
complementing a chunky chain and 
oversized watch.

Mix metals: Go ahead and 
experiment with precious metals, 
beads, twisted chains and other 
textures. A beautiful mixture of 
textures, heights and patterns can 
make your stack of bangles looks 
amazing. If you are going for an edgier 
look, silver, gold, rose gold and bronze 
all play nicely together.

Stack delicate bangles: Unsure 
about how to start a bracelet stack? 
Take it slow with two or three 
similarly-shaped bangles of varying 
thickness. If you are carrying all 
the color in your outfit, go with a 
more subtle stack like a white and 
gold collection. That way you are 
complementing, not clashing, with 
your bright colors. 

Coordinate the bag: Make your 
accessories matchy-matchy by styling 
silver jewelry with a silver purse.

Trendy
sculptural
Jewelry 

The ultimate 
matte makeup 
         tutorial
If you have naturally oily skin, 

you’re all too familiar with 
midday shine. You glance at yourself 
in a mirror only to realize that your 
face is more reflective than the new 
metallic shadow you are wearing. 
Staying matte throughout the day is 
no easy feat, so here are three tips 
to stay matte all day. 

Prime:  Using a primer is super 
important to keep your foundation 
from slipping and sliding 
throughout the day, and it’s key to 
keeping your natural face oils from 

shining through your makeup. You 
should also make sure that you have 
the right order of products. Making 
sure that you are starting with a 
primer, then a foundation, concealer 
and setting powder.
Add oils to your skincare routine: 
By doing this, your skin will feel 
that there is already enough oil so 
it won’t produce any excess oils to 
overcompensate . 
Set it: Setting powder is the best 
to keep you matte, or you can try 
setting spray to help keep the 
makeup on. You can even try using 
the powder before foundation to 
soak up oils.
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Long a favorite destination for North 
Americans, Mexico is also becoming 

increasingly popular with tourists from Europe 
seeking to enjoy the country's seemingly endless 
sunshine, stunning scenery, and beautiful sandy 
beaches - not to mention its astonishingly rich 
cultural heritage. The country is also rich in flora 
and fauna, as it is spread across climate zones 
that encompass everything from arid deserts to 
lush tropical rainforests.

Mexico City: Sprawling, thrilling and thriving 
with culture, Mexico City is not just one of the 
largest cities in the world, but one of the most 
exciting to visit. Traveling here is like taking a 
trip through time: you can climb pre-Hispanic 
pyramids, snap photos of colonial buildings and 
dine at an avant-garde restaurant–all in one day. 

Guadalajara: Second only to Mexico City 
in size, Guadalajara, capital of the state 
of Jalisco, has successfully conserved its 
unique mix of colonial and native Tapatíos 
influences. Famous for its broad avenues 
flanked by picturesque parks and fine old 
buildings notable for their European flair, 
Guadalajara is a hotbed of traditional 
Mexican culture, from the mariachi music 
that seems to emanate everywhere, to its 
fascinating Charreadas, a type of rodeo 
that is usually accompanied by festivities 
such as dancing, singing, and plenty of 
great food.

Chichén Itzá: The magnificent Mayan city of 
Chichén Itzá is one of Mexico's most visited 
archaeological sites, as well as one of the biggest 
and best restored. Highlights of a visit to this 
UNESCO World Heritage Site are numerous, 
from the massive El Castillo - also known as the 
Pyramid of Kukulkán, and at 30 meters high, 
the site's tallest structure - to the Caracol, an 
almost 1,000-year-old observatory that stands 

testament to just how advanced the Mayans 
were. Also of interest are the site's numerous 
statues, including many examples of the famous 
Mayan Chacmools holding their sacrificial vessels 
as they continue to protect these old temples.

Guanajuato: Designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site thanks to its many old colonial 
buildings, winding lanes, and narrow alleys, 
Guanajuato is a city that just begs to be explored 
on foot. Known as an art city, Guanajuato is 
home to many fine galleries as well as interesting 

museums, none more so than the Museum of 
Quixote, dedicated to the works of Spanish 
writer Miguel de Cervantes.

Copper Canyon: Chihuahua, one of Mexico's 
most northerly states shares the border with 
New Mexico in the US and is home to one of the 
country's most visited natural attractions, the 
stunning Copper Canyon. In a region known as 
the Sierra Madre Occidental and consisting of 
a spectacular group of deep canyons, Copper 
Canyon is in fact larger and deeper than its better 
known cousin, the Grand Canyon. Taking its 
name from the distinctive copper green coloring 
along its steep canyon walls, these amazing 
natural structures were formed by six rivers 
that converge in the Rio Fuerte before draining 
into the Gulf of California. Thanks to the area's 
increased popularity as a travel destination, 
there are numerous options available to those 
wanting to explore this area of outstanding 
natural beauty.

Cancún and the Mayan Riviera: Lying along 
a beautiful stretch of coastline on the Gulf of 
Mexico are the resort destinations of Cancún, 
Playa del Carmen, and the island of Cozumel, 
collectively known as the Mayan Riviera. This 
magnificent area on the tip of the Yucatán 
Peninsula attracts millions of visitors each year 
and boasts numerous fun activities such as 
dolphin and stingray swims, snorkeling among 
reefs and tropical fish, as well as scuba diving 

in the world's largest underwater museum, a 
spectacular collection of sculptures submerged 
at depths of up to eight meters.

The Ancient Fortress of Tulum: Famous as 
the only fortified Mayan settlement located on 
the coast, the ancient city of Tulum is one of the 
Yucatán Peninsula's most visited attractions. In the 
Mayan Riviera and within easy reach of the beaches 
of Cancún, Playa del Carmen and Cozumel, the 
site's well-preserved ruins can be seen for miles 
around due to their location atop 12-meter high 
cliffs overlooking the beautiful Caribbean Sea. 
Tulum is also famous for its tall walls, giving the 
site the feel of a fortress and suggesting a military 
as well as religious significance.

Mexico City's Historic Center: A 15-square-
kilometer UNESCO World Heritage Site boasting 
more than 1,400 important colonial buildings 
from the 16th to the 19th centuries, it is here in 
the Historic Center that you will find most of 
Mexico City's major attractions, many within 
walking distance of Constitution Square, the 
city's bustling main plaza, including the National 
Palace, the Metropolitan Cathedral, and the 
Templo Mayor with its Aztec relics. Adding to 
the whole experience are the huge volcanic 
mountains overlooking the city, Popocatépetl 
and Iztaccíhuatl, each over 5,000 meters tall 
and offering a perfect excuse to get out and 
explore the stunning scenery in this part of the 
Mexican Highlands.

MEXICO A blend of Mesoamerican
cultures, Spanish traditions 

and contemporary arts
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