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H.H. Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
(1929 - 2020)

Late Amir of the State of Kuwait

Humanity lost a leader

It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that The Times Kuwait mourns 

the sad demise of  His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, the late Amir of the State of Kuwait. 

See Page 7



            The Times Kuwait
04 - 10 October, 2020

www.timeskuwait.com2

On Wednesday, a special session of the 
National Assembly met to officially 
appoint His Highness Sheikh Nawaf 

Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah as the 16th Amir 

of the State of Kuwait.

Taking his oath of office in accordance with Article 60 of the 
Kuwait constitution, the newly appointed Amir said: “I swear to 
respect the constitution and the laws of the state, provide for 

the people’s freedoms, interest and money and safeguard the 
independence of the country and its territorial integrity.”

Following the swearing in, His Highness the Amir in a statement 
to the National Assembly, described his predecessor the late Amir 
as as a towering figure who “has given so much to his country, 
his people and his nation”. He added, “We will remember with 
all pride the directions of the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, 
which will continue to be a beacon for us.”

Earlier on Tuesday, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was named as Amir of Kuwait in line with 
the provision in the Kuwait constitution.In a statement read on 
state television on Tuesday evening, the Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Interior and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Anas Al-Saleh, on behalf of the Cabinet, stated: “Pursuant to the 
provisions of the constitution... the cabinet calls upon the Crown 
Prince, Sheikh Nawaf Al- Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, as the Amir of 
the State of Kuwait.” The statement added that the Cabinet prays 
for the success of the new ruler in his efforts to ensure the security 
and growth of the country. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad, 83, 
was temporarily given some of Amir’s constitutional duties on 18 
July  when the late Amir was admitted to hospital in Kuwait for 
medical treatment. On 23 July, when the late Amir left Kuwait for 
post-operative medical care in the United States, Sheikh Nawaf 
was appointed as Deputy Amir, based on the constitutional 
provision which states that in the absence of the Amir, the crown 
prince is appointed as acting ruler. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah 
was born on 25 June, 1937, as a half-brother to the late Amir and the 
sixth son of the tenth Ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah who ruled Kuwait from 1921 to 1950. Growing up in Dasman 
Palace, Sheikh Nawaf, following his secondary education in Kuwait, 
left Kuwait to attend university in the United Kingdom.

On his return to Kuwait, the young prince joined in the service 
of his country. The new Amir is one of the longest serving members 
of the Al-Sabah family in the government, with a history of over 
58 years of service to the nation. On 21 February, 1962, at the very 
young age of 25, he was appointed as governor of Hawally, a role 
he would continue to hold for the next 16 years. 

In 1978, he was for the first time inducted into the Cabinet 
headed by then Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah, 
as the country’s Minister of Interior. He continued to hold on to 
this post through consecutive Cabinets until 1988. During his 
ten-year tenure heading the interior ministry, he brought about 
various significant reforms aimed at transforming Kuwait’s police 

force into an efficient and modern security apparatus. 
On 26 January 1988, he was appointed as Minister of Defense 

and he continued in that role until the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. Following the liberation of Kuwait in February 1991, 
Sheikh Nawaf was appointed as the acting Minister of Labor and 
Social Affairs for a relatively brief period of over a year. In 1994, he 
was appointed as Deputy Chief of the Kuwait National Guard under 
the leadership of Sheikh Salem Al Ali Al Sabah, Chief of the National 
Guard. Sheikh Nawaf held this strategically important post for 
the next nine years bringing about changes to the form and 
functioning of the 26,000 strong independent paramilitary force.

In 2003, Sheikh Nawaf was once again inducted to the Cabinet 
headed by Sheikh Sabha Al Ahmad Al Sabah, as the First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior. In 2006, following the late 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah coming to the 
leadership of Kuwait, an Amiri Decree was issued on 7 February to 
officially designate Sheikh Nawaf as the Crown Prince of Kuwait.

Throughout his career in the service of the nation, His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Sabah has played a 
vital role in supporting programs that strengthen national unity 
and enhance cooperation among the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states and the wider Arab world. Over the years, he 
has been most notably a pillar of the government buttressing the 
country’s internal and external security, through his leadership of 
the interior, defense, and paramilitary forces of the state. 

The new leader is reportedly quite popular within the Al 
Sabah family and is said to have been a consensus candidate 
earlier as the Crown Prince and now as the Amir. He also enjoys a 
reputation for unassuming modesty and has largely maintained 
a low profile throughout his career. His Highness is married to 
Sharifa Sulaiman Al-Jasem Al-Ghanim, the royal couple have four 
sons and a daughter.

A new dawn 
in the history of Kuwait

His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah
Sworn in as the 16th Amir of the State of Kuwait

HH Amir says constitution 
guarantees “smooth 

transition” of leadership

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah said Wednesday the Constitution guaranteed 

a “smooth transition” of leadership to ensure “stability and 
sustainability,” and vowed to carry out his responsibility to 
his utmost best.

His Highness the Amir, in written remarks at the Record 
of Honor of the National Assembly, said the constitution 
of the State of Kuwait guaranteed smooth transition of 
leadership and constitutional-related authorities to avoid 
“constitutional vacuum” to ensure stability. He paid tribute 
to late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his 
humanitarian contributions. “The trust bestowed upon me 
by the Kuwaiti people is a trust in bear in my neck,” he said. 
He vowed the people to carry out his “responsibilities” to his 
utmost best and reiterated commitment to the constitution 
and democracy.

THE TIMES  REPORT
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In a world that faces the 
challenges of poverty, 
conflict, famine, natural 

calamities and oppression, 
Kuwait stood apart as a 
compassionate nation under 
the sagacious leadership of 
His Highness the late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah. 

The late Amir’s strong belief 
in peace and friendship and his 
commitment to helping people 
around the world has allowed the 

country to play a massive role in 
providing development assistance to 
an increasing number of developing 
countries, irrespective of geography, 
form of government or religious 
beliefs. In the service of humanity, 
Kuwait and its leadership are a 
splendid example of a country’s 
concern and dedication to alleviate 
the plight of the unfortunate 
throughout the world.

Kuwait, under the leadership of the 
late Amir prioritized economic and 
human development of its people 
by creating a safe environment, 
providing job opportunities and 
offering the best for a ‘cradle to grave’ 
welfare society.  At the same time, the 
country has been at the forefront of 
supporting global initiatives designed 

Late Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah was 

a Beacon of Hope for the World 
with an Agenda of Peace and Understanding 

for the economic development of less 
fortunate nations.

As a firm believer in the important 
role of the United Nations in 
confronting challenges facing peace, 
security and social justice around 
the world, the late Amir of Kuwait 
had said: “I would like to renew the 
commitment of  Kuwait — which 
has always been a firm and genuine 
supporter and an effective member 
of the United Nations, is still of the 
same conviction and shall remain so, 
out of its belief in the noble message 
of the United Nations – in the 
preservation of international peace 
and security, the dissemination of the 
principles of justice and equality and 
ensuring a life of dignity and welfare 
to the people of the world”. 

The late Amir of Kuwait’s first 
speech at the United Nations 
expressed full awareness of the 
role played by the international 
organization. He stated: “Kuwait’s 
participation in international 
activities clearly indicates that 
Kuwait’s independence and 
membership of the UN are not an 
end by themselves, but are rather a 
means by which Kuwait can share 
responsibility in improving the lives 
of the people in our country and in 
other countries.” 

The late Amir believed  strongly in 
tolerance, diversity and the necessity 
of cultural integration, not cultural 
conflict. Despite the challenges he 
had faced, the late Amir proved time 
and time again his immense ability in 
the twin fields of Kuwait’s domestic 
and foreign affairs.

The late Amir had dedicated 
himself to Kuwait and its people.  
However, he never lost sight of the 
needs of humanity in crises around 
the world.  He has generously 
donated to countries affected by the 
ravages of war, floods, earthquakes 
and other natural calamities 
without discriminating among 
nations because of their form of 
governments, beliefs or religion.

He believed that the youth are 
the real wealth of any nation. His 
vision was to transform Kuwait 
into a centre of hard work and 
innovation, a testament to progress 
and modernity. He believed in 

cooperation based on democratic 
dialogue and constructive criticism.

In August 2017, United Nations 
Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
expressed gratitude for Kuwait’s 
leadership in humanitarian action, as 
well as the “dialogue and promotion 
of understanding Kuwait has shown 
in relation to all conflicts in the 
region.” He added, “But it’s not only 
the humanitarian leadership of 
Kuwait, it’s the wisdom, the dialogue, 
the promotion of understanding 
that Kuwait has shown in relation 
to all conflicts in the region. Kuwait 
has no agenda. The agenda of 
Kuwait is peace; is understanding.” 
Mr. Guterres further noted the 
positive role played by the late Amir 
of Kuwait in the ongoing GCC crisis 
and recalled that when he was High 
Commissioner for Refugees (June 
2005 to December 2015) the late 
Amir of Kuwait presided over the 
three conferences to mobilize the 
international community to support 
the Syrian people.

The late Amir was the main 
mediator in the current 
Gulf crisis involving Qatar. 
Speaking in Washington DC 
on 7 September 2017 at a 
joint press conference with 
US President Donald Trump, 
the late Amir said the threat 
of war between Qatar and the 
Arab nations boycotting it for 
the past three months had been 
neutralised. “What is important 
is that we have stopped any 
military action,” the late Amir 
emphasized.

If one were to take a cursory glance 
at the world today and objectively 
analyse the contribution of world 
leaders to humanity as a whole, 
whether in the Americas, Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the 
Far East, it would be difficult to find 
a single leader who has contributed 
so immensely to peace, development 
and the alleviation of poverty around 
the world other than the late Amir of 
Kuwait. His benevolence has engulfed 
not only the region but several other 
countries around the world. 

No individual, anywhere in 
the world, be it presidents, prime 
ministers, monarchs or dictators, has 
been so dedicated to serving not 
only his own people, but humanity at 
large for such a long period, with the 
exception of the late Amir of Kuwait. 

The late Amir worked tirelessly to 
build peace, friendship and fraternity 
among nations, and had been an 
indefatigable supporter of holding 
dialogue and discussions to bridge 
disputes and discords between 
countries.

The innumerable peace and 
humanitarian initiatives of the late 
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah endeared 
him to the global community and 
made him a beacon of hope for the 
world. 

Donald Trump and the Amir of Kuwait 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at the White House.

THE TIMES  REPORT
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Late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah

A reign marked by 
Goodness and Generosity

BY REAVEN D'SOUZA
MANAGING EDITOR

News of the demise of the late Amir was announced 
to a shocked nation on the evening of Tuesday, 29 
September. In a televised address, Minister of Amiri 
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al Sabah said: ”With 

great sadness and sorrow, the Amiri Diwan mourns the passing of 
His Highness, the late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.” He expressed condolences and commiserations to 
the people of Kuwait, Arab and Islamic regions and the world, while 
praying for mercy on the soul of the deceased.

The mortal remains of Kuwait’s beloved Amir, who passed away 
in the United States, was flown back to the country on Wednesday 
and laid to rest in a simple funeral attended by close relatives. The 
late Amir, who was 91, had undergone successful surgery in Kuwait 
on 19 July, before being flown to the US for further medical care and 
recuperation on 23 July.

 Following a 16-hour flight from Kuwait, the US Air Force C-17 
Globemaster III plane landed at Rochester, in the US state of 
Minnesota. Rochester is home to the flagship campus of Mayo Clinic, 
one of America’s best hospitals, which had treated His Highness the 
Amir in the past. Two months ago, when the special flying hospital 
carried Kuwait’s widely admired leader to the US, no one would have 
thought that it would be the Amir’s final farewell to the nation he 
loved dearly, and to the people he held foremost in his heart.    

Here, we look back with esteem and pride on the life and 
achievements of the late Amir, which made him not only a deeply 
loved and respected leader in Kuwait, but also a global humanitarian 
leader, and an icon of peace and reconciliation around the world.

Born on 16 June 1929 as the fourth son of Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the tenth ruler of Kuwait, the late amir completed 
his primary education in the 1930s at the Al Mubarakiya School in 
Kuwait City. His further education was completed under private 
tutors in Kuwait and abroad. He began his public life in the service 
of the nation at the age of 25, when he was appointed as a member 
of the Central Committee of Municipality Council in1954. A year 
later, he was designated as the Chairman of Social Affairs and Labor 
Authority, and in 1956 as a member of the Higher Council of Country 
Affairs. From 1956 to January 1962 he served as the Chairman of 
Printing and Publishing Authority. 

Following Kuwait’s independence in June 1961, he was inducted 
as Minister of Information in January 1962, in the country’s first 
cabinet headed by Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salim Al-Sabah. Exactly a 
year later, on 28 January 1963, he was designated as the country’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, a post he would meritiously hold for the 
next four decades, and which would make him one of the longest 
serving foreign ministers in the world. During his forty-year tenure 
at the helm of the foreign ministry, Sheikh Sabah presided over 
some of the most critical periods in Kuwait’s history and earned a 
name in diplomatic circles as a doyen of diplomacy. 

As the country’s top diplomat for four decades, Sheikh Sabah was 
instrumental in shaping Kuwait’s foreign policies through an astute 
knowledge of global political shifts and balances. Nestled between 
three larger powers — Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia — Kuwait’s foreign 
policy since independence has had to tread a narrow path. To avoid 
being buffeted by the pulls and pressures of the three neighbors — 
often at odds with each other over regional and international issues 
— Kuwait has pursued a nuanced and balanced foreign policy.

As foreign minister, Sheikh Sabah also managed to weave an 
aura of neutrality that helped position Kuwait as a reliable and 
trustworthy intermediary in some of the region’s most intractable 
conflicts. In February 1978, when it was felt his services were needed 
more at home, he was designated as the Deputy Prime Minister in 
addition to his role as Foreign Minister. He would continue to hold 
these posts and steer the country’s foreign policies through difficult 
periods in consecutive cabinets headed by the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

Perhaps, his greatest challenge as foreign minister came in 
1990, when Iraqi forces under Saddam Hussein led a seven-month 
long vicious aggression and occupation of Kuwait.  Leveraging the 
strong relations that he had forged over the years with diplomats 
and leaders around the world, in particular with the five permanent 
members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), Sheikh 
Sabah was able to eventually get the UNSC to issue decision No.678 
in November 1990. 

The UN decision called on Iraq to unconditionally withdraw all its 
forces from Kuwait by mid-January 1991. Failure by Iraq to comply 

with UNSC demand led to the formation of a 35-nation 
coalition that swiftly liberated Kuwait in February 1991.

In 1992, he was appointed as First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister, and in the period leading to 2003 
additionally handled the roles of being a member of the 
Supreme Council of Planning, and Chairman of the Cabinet’s 
Joint Ministerial Committee on Priorities of Governmental 
Work. In 2003, when the then Amir, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah decided to separate the role of crown prince from that 
of the prime minister, Sheikh Sabha Al-Ahmad was chosen as 
the country’s fifth prime minister on 13 July 2003. 

Heading the cabinet as prime minister, Sheikh Sabha Al-Ahmad 
initiated several reforms, including among others the passage of a 
bill giving women the right to vote and run in elections to parliament. 
The government  bill, which was submitted to the National Assembly 
in May 2004, faced stiff resistance from parliamentarians opposed 
to granting suffrage to women. However, after nearly a year of 
continued political deadlock, Sheikh Sabah managed to successfully 
steer the bill through parliament and win its approval in May 2005. 
Passing the bill marked a victory for women’s empowerment not 
only in Kuwait but in the wider Arab region.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Following the demise of former Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah on 15 January, 2006 and the abdication due to health 
grounds of Amir Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah nine days later, the 
National Assembly nominated and approved Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad as the new Amir. He was sworn in on 29 January 2006 as 
the 15th Amir of the State of Kuwait.

Being a constitutional monarchy, with a constitution and 
elections to a unicameral parliament set up in 1962, the 
country has a vibrant democratic political system. While the 
Amir remains Head of State and Commander-in-Chief of the 
army, the executive rests with an appointed government, 
the legislative with 50 directly-elected representatives, and a 
judiciary headed by the Constitutional Court, which is widely 
considered as one of the most independent in the Arab world.

Kuwait is also considered as being among the freest in the 

Middle East in terms of civil liberties, political rights and in 
empowering women in the public sphere. From the early 2000s, 
the country has had one of the highest Human Development 
Index rankings in the Arab world, and is consistently ranked 
among the first in the region in global gender gap reports. 

Since 2006, the late Amir has persistently sought to guide 
Kuwait through political upheavals at home and tide over 
regional turbulences, by steering a middle ground that sought 
to reconcile differences and ensure disputes were settled by 
mediation rather than through military force. In 2011, as the 
Arab Spring uprising unfolded across the Middle East against 
prevailing oppression by authoritarian governments, and with 
promises of ushering in an era of reform, political stability and 
social justice, it was the lone voice of the late Amir that stood 
out among regional leaders, as a beacon of sanity, cautioning 
moderation, reforms, hope and conflict resolution through 
peaceful discussions and dialogue.

In a region known for its geopolitical fault lines and seemingly 
endless conflicts, the late Amir stood for building bridges, not 
burning them. He was a natural mediator with an intuitive 
understanding of local and regional fealties, who was trusted and 
respected by all factions in regional conflicts. Holding high the 
need and importance of Arab unity in a rapidly changing world, and 
advocating the power of discussions and dialogue, the late Amir 
worked tirelessly to avoid confrontation and realize reconciliation 
among rivals.

In mid-2017 when Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, and Egypt broke off diplomatic and other ties with Qatar 
over Doha’s outlier regional policies, it seemed like a rerun of the 
conflict that erupted in 2014 between the same two factions and 
over the same contentious allegations. Then, as in 2017, it was 
the late Amir who stepped in to try and mediate an amicable 
solution, however, while his initiatives in 2014 eventually led to 
rapprochement between the two sides, the same has not happened 
this time around. Perhaps, the best tribute to the late Amir that the 
two sides could pay would be to drop their differences and once 
again come together to coexist in amity and unity.

During his 14 years as Amir of Kuwait, the country witnessed 
remarkable achievements in economic, political and social fields. 
A visionary guide, with the humility to understand and accept that 
rapid change and radical reformation in the face of traditionalism 
would be hard to implement in Kuwait, he always called for a 
calibrated and steady approach to political and social reforms in 
various domains.

Under his visionary guidance, the country formulated a New 
Kuwait Vision 2035 strategic plan that calls for implementing 
energy and infrastructure developments, engaging in economic 
diversification, and encouraging greater private-sector participation 
in the economy. The late Amir’s vision was to transform Kuwait into 

A reign marked by Goodness and Generosity
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a financial, commercial and cultural hub in the region by 2035. If 
the authorities are able to achieve this ambitious vision of New 
Kuwait in a time-bound manner, it would be an outstanding 
legacy to the memory of the late Amir. 

On the humanitarian front, ever since he assumed power, 
the late amir had sought to position Kuwait as a center of 
humanitarian work. He raised Kuwait’s standing on the global 
stage by increasing the volume of supplies and relief aid to 
countries around the world inflicted by catastrophes and crises, 
both natural and man-made.

From the time the Syrian imbroglio first erupted and evolved 
into what has become one of the world’s biggest refugee crises, 
Kuwait has attempted to mitigate the situation through support 
for peace initiatives and dialogue between the warring parties. 
From 2013 to 2017, Kuwait hosted or co-hosted five International 
Humanitarian Pledging Conferences for Syria, with the first three 
conferences being held in Kuwait and the other two, co-hosted 
by Kuwait and the UK in London (2016) and along with the 
European Union in Brussels (2017). Together, these conferences 
were able to garner billions of dollars in pledges from donor 
countries around the world, including over a billion dollars from 
Kuwait, as its contribution to ease the suffering of Syrian people.

On a similar note, despite the fact that Kuwait was a victim of 
Iraqi aggression under Saddam Hussein, the country has extended 
significant relief and aid to Iraq under the directive of the late Amir. 
During a conference for Iraq’s donors in Washington in July 2016, 
Kuwait pledged $176 million to the Iraqi people and followed this 
act by hosting an international donors’ conference in 2017 to help 
Iraq rebuild areas devastated by the war against the Da’esh, the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) terrorist group.

Kuwait has also over the decades steadfastly lend its support 
to the Palestinian cause and under the late Amir’s stewardship the 
country has unwaveringly continued the support, both morally 
and financially. In addition to providing $300 million in support to 
the Palestinian Authority in a donor’s conference for Palestinians 
held in Paris on December 2007, the country allocated a further 

$200 million in 2009 to the Palestinian Authority in support of 
the reconstruction program in the Gaza Strip.

In 2011, after a catastrophic earthquake and tsunami hit 
Japan, the late Amir ordered a donation of five million crude 
oil barrels to Tokyo worth $500 million. The same year, Kuwait 
sent relief aid worth $10 million to Somalia in a bid to lessen the 
impact of drought and famine in the country. Whether it be in 
Bosnia Herzegovina, Lebanon, Turkey, Yemen or the Philippines, 
whenever a calamity strikes a nation, planes from Kuwait carrying 
tons of supplies and relief aid have been among the first to arrive 
on the scene.

The late Amir was one of those rare and remarkable selfless 
visionary leaders, untouched by the arrogance of power. 
His repeated calls for tolerance and moderation, and for 
transparency and accountability in public life, and for discussions 
and consensus in resolving regional conflicts, were prompted by 
farsightedness and the knowledge that peace whether between 
people or nations was critical to growth and development. 

In acknowledgement of his humane leadership and Kuwait’s 
exemplary responses to global humanitarian crises, the United 
Nations awarded the late Amir with a certificate of appreciation 
as a global ‘Humanitarian Leader’, and Kuwait was recognized as 
a center of humanitarian work. Presenting the award, the then 
United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said that the 
UN recognition was a recognition of the late Amir’s generous 
contributions, efforts, and continuous support towards the 
United Nations humanitarian operations to save lives and 
alleviate suffering around the world.

More than anything, the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was a leader who commanded honor by 
deserving it through actions that were driven by a genuine care 
and compassion for the welfare of his country, his people and for 
humanity at large.

 
Farewell dear Amir of Humanity

May the Almighty bestow mercy on his soul

A reign marked by Goodness and Generosity

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon presenting the global 
‘Humanitarian Leader’ award to the late Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (9 Sep. 2014)
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World mourns the passing away of 

H H Late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah

US President sends condolence 
cable to Kuwait’s Amir

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah received a cable of 
condolences Thursday from US 
President Donald Trump on the 
passing of His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Trump noted in the cable 
that His Highness late Amir was a 
friend and partner, underlining 

that he had honored him with the Legion of Merit, Degree 
Chief Commander.

His Highness the Amir replied in a cable expressing 
gratitude to U.S President for his sincere condolences and 
praised the solid and historic relations that bind the two 
friendly countries.

Czech Republic President praises 
late Kuwait ruler for friendly 
relations with country
Milos Zeman, President of the Czech Republic

With great grief in my heart, 
I received information on the 
passing of His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the late Amir of the State 
of Kuwait. HH Sheikh Al-Sabah 
became a beloved ruler and 
world-renowned statesman and 
political leader, tirelessly striving 
to appease adversarial parties in 

conflicts around the world, most notably in the Gulf region. 
His Highness was a very good friend of the Czech Republic 
and its citizens. He has always assisted in the development 
and flowering of friendly relations between our countries. I 
perceive his passing as a huge loss for Kuwait and its people, 
but also for world diplomacy. Your Highness, let me express 
on behalf of the Czech citizens as well as on behalf of myself 
the deepest condolences to the Kuwaiti people and the 
aggrieved family.

President conveys 
India’s condolences 

In a message on Twitter the 
President of India Shri Ram 
Nath Kovind expressed his deep 
condolences on behalf of India 
and the Indian people on the sad 
demise of the late Amir of Kuwait. 
“Deeply saddened at the demise 
of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah, Amir 
of the State of Kuwait. He was a 

great statesman, humanitarian leader and close friend of 
India. My condolences to His Highness’ family, the Kuwait 
Government and its people in this time of grief."

China mourns 
late Kuwait Amir

China mourned His Highness the 
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber AlSabah, who 
passed away. “The late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah was loved by the 
Kuwaiti people and respected by 

the international community, and played an important role 
in the development and prosperity of his country,” foreign 
ministry spokesman said in a statement. The late Amir, he 
added, contributed to peace and stability in the Middle 
East, and boosted relations between China and Kuwait.

France praises late Amir of Kuwait 
as a “man of peace, dialogue”

Jean-Yves Le Drian
Minister Of Europe 
and Foreign Affairs

France has learned with sadness 
of the disappearance of the 
Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah and 
offers its sincere condolences to 
the family of the Emir and the people of Kuwait.

Throughout his reign, Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah has led Kuwait on the path of stability and 
modernity. Man of peace and dialogue, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs for more than forty years then Amir of Kuwait from 
2006, he worked tirelessly to implement an enlightened 
and balanced diplomacy, to calm regional tensions, and the 
promotion of the values   of humanity.

With the passing of Sheik h  Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber 
Al Sabah, the Kuwaiti peo p le are losing a great leader, 
respected everywhere for t he values   of openness and 
dialogue that he embodied.

Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al J aber Al Sabah has helped 
strengthen the deep and sincere ties of friendship between 
France and Kuwait. France  expresses its friendship to the 
authorities and people of Kuwait and wishes His Highness 
Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah every success in 
his new function.

Japanese PM offers condolences 
over demise of Kuwait Amir

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga on Wednesday expressed 
his sincere condolences to the 
government and people of Kuwait 
on the demise of Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, saying it is a serious loss 
for the international community. 
“I was extremely saddened to 
hear the news of the demise of 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. I would like to extend, on behalf of the government 
and the people of Japan, my sincere condolences to the 
government and people of Kuwait,” Suga said in a message 
released by the government.

“Since the ascension in 2006, His Highness the Amir had 
led the social and economic development of Kuwait. With 
the close relationships with countries across the world and 
outstanding wisdom that he had cultivated over many 
years as Minister for Foreign Affairs and Prime Minister, His 
Highness had also played an important role for realizing 
peace and stability of the Middle East,” the premier said, 
adding that the late Amir was a highly respected leader from 
all over the world.

Highlighting a state visit to Japan by His Highness in 
2012, Suga expressed appreciation for great consideration 
Sheikh Sabah AlAhmad had given to strengthening relations 
between Japan and Kuwait, such as the generous and warm 
assistance during the large-scale disasters in Japan, including 
the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake. “The demise of His 
Highness, who was a great and wise leader, is a great loss 
not only to the Kuwaiti people but also to the international 
community. Japan is always with Kuwait as the people of 
Kuwait overcome their sorrow,” Suga added.

UK Prime Minister expresses 
condolences

In a message on his Twitter ac-
count, Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson of the United Kingdom 
noted: I am saddened to hear of 
the death of His Highness  the 
late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sa-
bah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah. 
Through his work as Foreign Min-
ister, Prime Minister and later as the Amir he made a per-
sonal contribution to regional stability and humanitarian 
assistance that will long be remembered. I sincerely hope 
the long and deep ties that unite our countries will continue 
, and through our cooperation and friendship we can con-
tribute to peace, prosperity and justice in the world.

I would like to offer my sincere condolences to the Al-
Sabah family and people of Kuwait.

Taiwan condoles Kuwait 
on loss of late ruler

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
ROC (Taiwan) expressed their 
condolences in a tweet that 
read, “We extend our deepest 
condolences to the government 
& people of Kuwait on the passing of His Highness the 
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
Taiwan joins the world in mourning the loss of a great leader 
celebrated for promoting peace, prosperity & stability.”

Philippines offers condolences over 
late Sheikh Sabah

Philippines on Wednesday 
extended condolences over His 
Highness the late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
The Philippine Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, in a press statement, voiced 
sadness over the demise of Sheikh 

Sabah, saying that Kuwait hosts 250,000 Filipinos who have 
contributed to promoting relations between both countries. 
It added that during the late Amir’s era, Kuwait has witnessed 
development for more than half a century since Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahmad became a foreign minister, then prime minister and 
finally Amir in 2006.
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Dutch King, Queen condole with 
Kuwait on loss of late ruler

King Willem-Alexander and Queen 
Maxima of the Netherlands on 
Wednesday expressed “great 
sadness” over the passing of His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “On behalf of 
the people of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands we convey our deepest 
sympathy to the people of Kuwait 
at this time of sorrow,” they said in 
a message. “Sheikh Sabah al-Sabah 
will be deeply missed,” it added.

A visionary Leader  departs from this earth 
never truly leaves, they are still alive in our 

hearts. The kindness you showed towards the 
community always reminds us to keep you in 

our prayers, truly you will be in our prayers, you 
will live in our heart.

Nobody can understand how hard is the 
separation of a great ruler, Amir of State 

of Kuwait. A Kind hearted visionary 
Leader, you will remain in our heart as 

an eternal memory. 

When we lose a loved one here on 
the earth, we gain an angel in 
heaven that watches over us. 
Our most sincere condolences 

to you.

Badr Al Sama Group of 
Hospitals and Polyclinics 
prays for your hearafter 

life to be blessed at 
highest level .

Badr Al Samaa Group of Hospitals, Sultanate of Oman, UAE, Qatar, Bahrain & India

UNESCO Chief mourns
late Amir of Kuwait

The Director-General 
of United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) Audrey Azou-
lay expressed on Tues-
day her deepest condo-
lences for the demise of 
Kuwait Amir Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 

Al-Sabah. On her Twitter account, Azoulay said she 
was “very sadden to learn the death of Kuwait’s 
Amir, a man of wisdom and a visionary for his coun-
try, very involved with UNESCO.

My sincere condolences to the people of 
Kuwait and their families.” Earlier, the Amiri Diwan 
announced the passing of His Highness the Amir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Indonesian President condoles 
Kuwait on loss of its great leader

Joko Widodo
President of Indonesia

Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo Wednes-
day offered condolenc-
es over the demise of 
His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

Widodo said in a press statement that he was so 
sad to learn about the death of Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Indonesia media also 
spotlighted the passing away of Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad, hailing the late Amir as the “architect 
of Kuwait’s foreign policy and a wise man in the 
Middle East region”

Queen’s condolences to Kuwait 
over death of Sheikh Sabah

The Queen of the United Kingdom has expressed her 
sadness following the death of the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah, saying she deeply valued his 
friendship towards the UK. In an online message, the 
monarch praised the late emir’s humanitarian work. 
The Queen wrote in the condolences, which were also 
shared on the royal family’s official Twitter account: 
“I was saddened to hear of the death of His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah. “Your 
distinguished brother devoted his life to the service of 
the State of Kuwait and especially its relationship with 
its allies and friends.

 “He will be long remembered by all who work for 
regional stability, understanding between nations 
and between faiths, and for the humanitarian cause.  “I 
have deeply valued his friendship towards the United 
Kingdom, and his memorable State Visit in November 
2012. “I offer Your Highness my sincere condolences. I 
offer also my sympathy to the people of Kuwait.

“May the long history of close companionship 
between our two families continue.”

The message was signed Elizabeth R, and 
accompanied on social media with a photograph of 
the Queen alongside Sheikh Sabah at Windsor Castle 
during his 2012 state visit.

Cuban President offers condolences 
on late Sheikh Sabah

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received 
Thursday a cable from Cuban Presi-
dent Miguel Diaz-Canel expressing 
condolences on demise of Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. The Cuban president 
underlined Sheikh Sabah’s prominent 
role in boosting bilateral relations between the two friendly 
countries, wishing that His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf and 
the Kuwaiti people would endure the grave event with patience.
His Highness the Amir replied in a cable, expressing gratitude to 
the Cuban president for expressing solidarity and solace over the 
grave event, wishing him good health and well-being.

UN Secretary General expresses 
condolences on Kuwait’s Amir demise

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah received Tuesday a call from UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
who expressed heartfelt condolences 
on passing away of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al Sabah. Guterres paid tribute for the 
deceased was “beloved friend” and a 

humanitarian leader who sought peace for humans everywhere, 
an official statement said. His Highness the Prime Minister 
thanked Guterres for his condolences.

Arab League mourns 
late Kuwait Amir

Arab League Secretary General Ahmad 
Abul Gheit mourned the passing way of 
His Highness Kuwait Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, describing 
him as a “unique Arab leader.” Abul 
Gheit in a statement said the Arab world 
has lost an iconic leader who was known 
for his wisdom “and commitment to 
dialogue as a mean to solve thorny 
problems.” He extended condolences 

for the Kuwaiti people for the passing away of His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah AlAhmad. Abul Gheit said the UN’s Humanitarian Leader title 
of His Highness the Amir was well-deserved. He ordered the flag to 
be flown at half-mast for three days.
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Malaysian PM mourns late Kuwait Amir

Spain pays tribute 
to late Kuwait ruler

The Spanish government ex-
pressed heartfelt condolences 
on passing away of His Highness 
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The 
foreign ministry, in a statement, 
said the late Kuwaiti leader be-
gan a very important phase in 

history of his country since he assumed office in 2006 fol-
lowing his service as foreign minister (1963-2003) and Prime 
Minister (2003-06). His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
contributed to making Kuwait a “State of moderation and 
a major diplomatic actor committed to peaceful resolutions 
of conflicts,” it said.

It cited His Highness the Amir’s personal commitment 
to restoring relations with Iraq following the liberation 
of the country from Saddan Hussein’s rule, as well as his 
mediation to address the Gulf crisis. The foreign ministry 
said His Highness the Amir had numerous humanitarian 
achievements, prompting the UN to name him Humanitarian 
leader in 2014. Kuwait women gained their political rights 
during his reign, it said, taking them to leading political 
positions. Spain and Kuwait will celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of the relationship next year, it said.

Turkish leader expresses condolences 
over demise of Kuwait Amir

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan expressed his sincere 
condolences on Tuesday to the 
Kuwaiti people for the demise 
of Late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. In his Twitter feed, the 
Turkish leader said, he received 
the news of Amir’s demise with 
“great sadness”.

On behalf of the Turkish nation, I convey my sincere 
condolences to the friendly and brotherly people of 
Kuwait. Earlier, the Amiri Diwan announced the passing of 
His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Canadian PM expresses sorrow 
over Sheikh Sabah demise

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, issued the following 
statement on the death of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir of Kuwait:

“It was with great sadness that I learned of the death of His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Emir of 
Kuwait. On behalf of the Government of Canada, I offer my 
deepest condolences to the Ruling Family, the Government 
of the State of Kuwait, and the people of Kuwait.

“His Highness Sheikh Sabah dedicated his life to the 
service of his country. He was recognized worldwide as a 
great humanitarian leader. Under his leadership, Kuwait has 
led humanitarian relief efforts and international development 
work in countries around the world, providing assistance to 
victims of conflict and those in need. His Highness will be 
remembered for his commitment to fostering dialogue and 
the peaceful settlement of disputes, as well as to promoting 
collaboration between nations to address global challenges.
“Canada and Kuwait enjoy a long-standing friendship, which 
continued under His Highness’ leadership, as demonstrated 
by our cooperation on regional security and the expansion 
of our economic ties. His Highness’ generosity towards the 
Canadian Armed Forces troops stationed in Kuwait will also 
not be forgotten. “Today, Canada joins the people of Kuwait 
in honoring their leader and his profound legacy.”

Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin said 
Wednesday the world has lost a great leader, His 
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who was an inspiration for many 
people to progress, prosperity, peace and stability 
in and outside Kuwait. Yassin, in a statement, said on 

behalf of the government and the Malaysian people 
he would like to extend the deepest condolences for 
the government and people of Kuwait for the passing 
away of His Highness the Amir on Tuesday. He prayed 
to Allah the Almighty to bestow blessings upon the 
deceased.

More condolence messages can be read at 
https://www.timeskuwait.com/news/category/tribute/
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Korean Ambassador offers 
condolences on passing of HH Amir

H.E. Dr. Hong Youngki 
Ambassador of the Republic of Korea

On behalf of the Korean people, 
I wish to extend my heartfelt 
condolences to Kuwaiti people 
regarding the passing away of the 
late His Highness Sheikh, Sabah 
Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah. His 
Highness was a humanitarian 
champion, a great leader 
devoted to peace, respected 
globally. Under his leadership, 

the bilateral relations between the State of Kuwait and the 
Republic of Korea have grown stronger and risen to a new 
level. I will mourn together with Kuwaiti people over this 
great loss.

Tajikistan Ambassador
expresses condolences on 
HH the Amir’s passing

Dr. Zubaydullo Zubaydov
Ambassador of the Republic of Tajikistan
Dean of the Asian Group of Ambassadors.

I with utmost sadness, grief and 
sorrow have acknowledged news 
about the death of His Highness 
the Amir of the brotherly State of 
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad 
Al Jaber Al Sabah.

Tajikistan Embassy along with 
the Islamic and Arab world, and 
people of all friendly nations 
mourns over the passing away of 

His Highness the Amir of the State of Kuwait.
At this time of irretrievable loss our prayers and thought 

are with honorable Al-Sabah family, all friend and brotherly 
people of Kuwait.

Indeed, Kuwait and the Arab world has lost the most 
precious man and leader.

May God have mercy on him.

Peruvian embassy condoles Kuwait 
over death of HH the Amir

Rolando Lozada
Chargé d’ Affaires of the 
Peruvian embassy

The Embassy of Peru in Kuwait would 
like to offer its condolences for the 
death of the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, a 
seeker of peace and understanding, 
and who distinguished himself by his great leadership and 
cooperation. A light of wisdom has just passed away.

EU Ambassador to Kuwait 
expresses condolences on passing 
away of HH Amir
H.E. Dr. Cristian Tudor
Ambassador – Head of Delegation
Delegation of the European Union to the State of Kuwait

I would like to express my deep 
sadness over the passing away 
of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah. My most 
sincere and deepest condolences 
go out to H.H. family, to the 
Government of the State of Kuwait, 
and to the people of Kuwait.

The European Union has the 
utmost respect for His Highness 
and his leadership. His vision earned Kuwait the respectable 
role of a regional and international mediator, and bestowed 
upon him the title of a ‘global humanitarian leader’. We have all 
benefited greatly from his experience and perseverance when 
it came to promoting dialogue and peace, and must now strive 
to preserve his legacy as we confront common challenges, both 
within the Gulf region, the broader Middle East and the global 
stage. The European Union and the State of Kuwait enjoy 
excellent relations, founded on our shared determination 
to advance the cause of peace and prosperity in the Middle 
East region and beyond. The European Union stays firmly 
committed to strengthen our bilateral ties as we strive to 
attain our shared interests for the benefit of our peoples.

His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad al-Sabah, may he 
rest in peace, leaves behind an invaluable legacy in world 
affairs. I am confident that the State of Kuwait will remain a 
regional and international leader for peace and a global actor 
for humanitarian relief. In this moment of sorrow, I would like 
to reassure that the European Union will continue to work 
towards consolidating a strong, enduring partnership with 
the State of Kuwait and its people.

Dutch Ambassador offers 
condolences on 
HH Amir’s passing
H.E. Laurens Westhoff
Ambassador of the Netherlands

Our heartfelt condolences on 
the death of HH Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. It’s a sad day for 
the people of Kuwait. Our hearts 
and prayers go out to all.

Swiss Ambassador offers 
condolences on 
HH Amir’s passing
H.E. Dr. Benedict Gubler
Ambassador of 
Switzerland to Kuwait 

I extend my deepest condolences 
to the Amiri Diwan, Al-Sabah 
family and to the people of 
Kuwait on the passing of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh-Sabah-
Al-Ahmad-Al-Sabah.

German Ambassador expresses 
condolences on passing of HH Amir

Stefan Möbs
German Ambassador to Kuwait

With deep sadness and a sense of 
great loss we have learned of the 
death of Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Today we mourn the passing 
away of a great statesman, a 
visionary leader and friend. With 
determination and empathy, Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah has continuously worked 

for the peaceful coexistence of all peoples in the Near and 
Middle East. Under his wise leadership the State of Kuwait has 
transformed into a country of peace, tolerance and prosperity. 
A country that also became a world leader in humanitarian 
assistance to others. A country that has earned worldwide 
respect. His Highness the Amir was a true friend of Germany. 
We owe great reverence to his memory.

In this sad hour, our deepest condolences and our sympathy 
go to the family of His Highness, his next of kin and to the 
people of Kuwait. “It is with great sorrow and sadness that we 
have received the news of the departure of His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Today we mourn the passing of a great man and a leader 
with a vision. His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah has been working diligently and with a firm will and 
determination to consolidate the peaceful coexistence of all 
peoples in the Middle East and the Near East.

With his wise leadership, he was able to transform Kuwait 
into a safe, tolerant and prosperous country. The country that 
came to be called the world leadership of humanity in helping 
others and which was respected by all nations. His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was a true friend of 
Germany. And the government of Germany will remain with him 
in its memory all the reverence. At this sad moment, we express 
our sincere condolences and deep sorrow to the family of His 
Highness, his family and the Kuwaiti people.

Indian Ambassador offers 
condolences on passing of HH Amir

H.E. Sibi George
Ambassador of India

On behalf of the Government and 
the people of Republic of India, 
including the Indian Community 
in Kuwait, I express my sincere 
and heartfelt condolences to the 
Government and people of the 
State of Kuwait on the sad demise 
of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir of 
the State of Kuwait. His Highness 

was a great leader, a statesman, and above all a humanitarian 
leader par excellence. His Highness was a voice of wisdom, 
balance and reason.

His Highness greatly contributed to the enhancement 
of the bilateral relations between India and Kuwait. The 
people of India will fondly remember His Highness. The care 
and affection that His Highness showered upon the Indian 
Community in Kuwait would be deeply cherished. I sincerely 
pray for the departed soul; may his soul rest in eternal peace.

Kenyan Ambassador conveys 
sadness over death of HH the Amir
H.E. Halima Mohamud
Ambassador of 
Republic of Kenya to Kuwait

The Embassy of the Republic 
of Kenya to the State of Kuwait 
expresses sincere and profound 
condolences to the Government 
and the people of Kuwait on the 
death of H.H. the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah on 29th September, 2020. 
The Ambassador and Staff of the Embassy join the Kuwait 
people in mourning the late Amir, truly a great leader and 
staunch friend of the Kenyan people.

Canadian Ambassador expresses 
condolences on passing of HH Amir

H.E. Louis-Pierre Émond
Canadian Ambassador to the State of Kuwait

It is with great sadness and grief 
that we learned of the passing 
of HH the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. Our deepest condolences 
and sympathies go to the Al-
Sabah family and the people of 
Kuwait. His great contributions to 
his country and to the world will 
never be forgotten. His tireless 

dedication to serving his country for the past 40 years made 
him an exemplary leader on the international stage and a 
steady advocate for peace and stability. He was celebrated 
as a humanitarian leader, and his efforts helped so many 
escape poverty and suffering. He was a true friend and ally 
of Canada who recognized the many pillars that kept our 
countries connected, notably trade, investment, education 
and humanitarian approaches to foreign policy. Kuwait and the 
world have lost a great statesman indeed.
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Tanzania Ambassador mourns 
remarkable leader

H.E. Aisha Salim Amour
Ambassador of Tanzania to Kuwait

I would like to extend my deepest 
condolences to His Highness the 
Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Sabah 
family and people of Kuwait on 
the passing of His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Tanzania mourns with you 
and celebrates the extraordinary 
life of this remarkable leader 

who devoted his life to peacefully protecting the security and 
stability of Gulf countries and World in general. The late His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was a true 
humanitarian whose contribution on the global stage was widely 
acknowledged. We recognize the outstanding and leading role 
of the late His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah in building and strengthening friendship and cooperation 
between the United Republic of Tanzania and Kuwait.

We surely belong to Allah and to him we shall return!
Inna Lillah wainna ilaih Rajiuun!

Bhutan offering prayers across the country 
in respect of HH late Sheikh Al-Sabah

H.E. Tshering Gyaltshen Penjor
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bhutan

On behalf of the members of the Royal Bhutanese 
Embassy in Kuwait, I express my personal 
sympathy, heartfelt and deepest condolences 
to the Government and the people of Kuwait on 
the sad passing away of His Highness Late Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah; an exemplary 
leader and the Amir of humanitarian known for his political wisdom, diplomacy 
and humanitarian effort.

Under the wise leadership of His Highness, Kuwait has not only achieved 
peace, progress and prosperity but also a high international standing in 
the global community. His Highness leaves behind a legacy of outstanding 
contributions to the advancement of peace and stability. The demise of 
His Highness is a great loss not only to Kuwait but also to the international 
community.

Bhutan highly values its friendship with Kuwait which is based on 
mutual goodwill, trust and respect that has been fostered by our leaders 
at the highest political levels and nurtures by our people over the years. 
The People of Bhutan had the utmost love, respect and admiration for His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah.

The Late Amir Sheikh Sabah was a good friend of Bhutan and contributed 
greatly to strengthening relations between Bhutan and Kuwait. To 
honour His Highness, the Royal Government of Bhutan has decided to 
fly the Bhutanese National flag at half-mast on 30 September across the 
country and in the Bhutanese embassies, missions and consulates abroad. 
His Majesty Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, King of Bhutan, offered 
prayers and Karmi Tonchoe (thousand butter lamps) for His Highness the 
Late Amir of Kuwait in Samdrupjonghar, as His Majesty is on a tour to the 
southeastern region of the country. Prayers were conducted by the people 
of Bhutan across the nation to pray for the departed soul to rest in peace 
in paradise.

In this hour of grief, we convey our deepest condolences, sympathy and 
deep sorrow to His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, members of Al-Sabah Ruling Family, Government of Kuwait 
and to the friendly people of Kuwait.

May the departed soul rest in peace and the people of Kuwait be granted 
fortitude and strength during this time of grief.

US Ambassador praises late 
Kuwait ruler for his wisdom 
and humanitarian efforts

H.E. Alina L. Romanowski
Ambassador of USA

HH Sheikh Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah was an exceptional leader who worked 
tirelessly to promote peace and unity in the 
region. He was known for his wisdom and hu-
manitarian efforts, with an impact on the lives 
of countless people around the globe. He was 
also a special friend to the United States, and 
one that we will never forget. The world has 
lost a great leader today. The Amir was a cher-
ished leader and special friend to the United 
States and his legacy will live on.

Austrian envoy extends condolences on demise of Kuwait ruler
H.E. Marian Wrba
Austria ambassador to Kuwait 

The Austrian Embassy mourns the passing 
away of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The Austrian 
Ambassador Marian Wrba, wishes to 
extend Austria’s deep condolences to His 
Highness’ family, to the Government of the 
State of Kuwait, and to the people of Kuwait.

Austria has the utmost respect for His 
Highness and his proven leadership. His 
Highness was a great statesman and visionary 
who tirelessly promoted peace and security. 
His wise guidance earned Kuwait a globally 
respected role of a successful regional 
and international mediator. We mourn the 
passing away of a truly great statesman, a 
visionary leader and a sincere friend of our 

country.  
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Italian Ambassador condoles the 
country on demise of HH Amir

H.E. Carlo Baldocci
Ambassador of Italy to Kuwait

The Ambassador of Italy to 
Kuwait, H.E. Carlo Baldocci, 
expressed heartfelt condolences 
to the family, to the government 
and to the people of Kuwait, for 
the passing away of the late Amir 
of Kuwait, H.H. Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

H.H. the Amir was a great 
leader as well as a man 

renowned for his wisdom and vision, whose efforts 
played a great role in the advancement, growth, and 
stability of Kuwait.

The Italian Government as well as the Italian community 
here in Kuwait extend sincere, the deepest condolences to 
Kuwait’s loss. We will never forget that His Highness was 
also a true friend of Italy.

Azerbaijani Ambassador offers 
condolences on HH Amir’s demise

H.E Elkhan Gahraman
Azerbaijan Ambassador to Kuwait

The news on the passing away of 
the Amir of Kuwait, His Highness 
late Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, deeply saddened 
us. I ask His Majesty for mercy the 
late leader and may his place be 
in Paradise. I express my deepest 
condolences to the family of the 
late Amir and the people and 
state of Kuwait, wishing everyone 
patience. I believe that the people and state of Kuwait will 
overcome this loss with endurance and take firm steps 
towards a bright future. I wish the friendly people and state 
of Kuwait great success on this path.

Under the leadership of HH, the State of Kuwait gained 
the love of its people and an influential position in the 
international arena. His Highness made great contributions 
to the maintenance of peace and security, the development 
throughout the world as a humanitarian leader and will live 
forever in the hearts of people with his good deeds. I can 
say with great confidence that the new Emir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah will successfully continue this 
glorious mission. The Republic of Azerbaijan is ready to 
continue the cooperation in the interests of our peoples and 
for the development of our states.

God sees what you are doing

Georgian Embassy expresses 
heartfelt condolences 
on HH Amir’s demise
Konstantin Zhgenti
Ambassador of Georgia

With Great sorrow and sadness, 
the Embassy of Georgia to the 
State of Kuwait expresses its 
heartfelt condolences to Al Sabah 
Family and to the Government 
and People of the State of Kuwait 
for the passing of the Amir H.H. 
Sheikh Sabah AL-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness 
was a great humanitarian leader and a friend to all nations.

Botswana Ambassador’s 
conveys sorrow on passing of 
HH Amir
Manyepedza P. Lesetedi,
Ambassador of 
Botswana to Kuwait

It is with profound sorrow that 
we learned of the passing on of 
His Highness, Sheikh Sabah al-
Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah, Amir of Kuwait, a Great Statesman 
and Leader. During this sad occasion, we pray to Almighty 
God, in His boundless mercy and compassion, to extend a 
hand of consolation and healing upon the Royal Family, the 
Government, and the people of Kuwait. His Highness will 
forever be remembered for his outstanding contribution 
not only to the economic and social advancement of Kuwait, 
but also for his unwavering commitment to peace and 
humanitarian causes which have earned Kuwait international 
acclaim and respect. May Almighty GOD grant His Highness a 
place of honour in His Kingdom.

Czech Ambassador offers deepest 
condolences on HH Amir’s passing

H.E. Martin Dvorak
Ambassador of the Czech Republic to Kuwait 

The Embassy of the Czech 
Republic in Kuwait received with 
the great sorrow the information 
about the sad demise of His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the 
Amir of the State of Kuwait.

His Highness was known as 
a tireless supporter of law and 
justice, peaceful resolution of 
conflicts at the international arena and a determined 
mediator between parties of conflicts. In his person, the 
Czech Republic loses a friend and a personality who had 
always supported bilateral relations between the two 
countries their development and expansion. The embassy 
of the Czech Republic in Kuwait hereby expresses its 
deepest condolences to the State of Kuwait, its government 
and people, as well as to the grieving family.

Pakistani Ambassador offers 
condolences on HH Amir’s passing

Syed Sajjad Haider 
Ambassador of Pakistan

“I was highly grieved to learn about 
the sad demise of His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al- Sabah, Amir of Kuwait.  He was 
known for his wisdom, generosity 
and kindness all over the world.  He 
was known as a peacemaker, and 
was highly regarded by Pakistani 
people  May Allah Almighty bless his 
soul and give courage to his family 

members and Kuwaiti citizens to bear this irreparable loss.”

Uzbekistan Ambassador
mourns with Kuwait
the loss of HH the Amir

H.E. Dr. Bakhromjon Aloev
Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Kuwait

It is with extreme sorrow that 
the Embassy of Uzbekistan and 
Uzbeks in Kuwait received news 
of the sad demise of the late 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah. A staunch friend 
of Uzbekistan, the late Amir 
was a persevering proponent 
of peace and reconciliation in 
the region, and an unwavering 

leader of humanitarian efforts around the world.
With the demise of the late Amir, Uzbekistan has lost a 

brother, the Arab world an unparalleled monarch, and the 
world a humanitarian leader. The Embassy of Uzbekistan 
and the Uzbek people in Kuwait join me in expressing our 
sincere and deep condolences to the Al-Sabah family, the 
Government, and the people of Kuwait.

Brazilian embassy expresses 
condolences on passing of HH Amir

H.E. Norton de Andrade Mello Rapesta
Ambassador of Brazil to Kuwait

The Embassy of the Federative 
Republic of Brazil has the honor 
to convey the official condolences’ 
note on the passing of H.H. the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah, released by the 
Brazilian Government on Tuesday, 
September 29, 2020, as follows:

“The Brazilian government has 
learnt, with great regret, of the 

passing of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al 
Sabah, Amir of the State of Kuwait, earlier today.

Over almost 15 years as Head of the State of Kuwait, His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah has consolidated a period 
of peace and prosperity for the Kuwaiti people. He has also 
made a fundamental contribution to the pursuit of peace in 
the Middle East.

Today, the ties of cooperation and friendship between 
Brazil and Kuwait are intensifying and opening up new and 
promising prospects for concrete progress for the benefit of 
both peoples.

The Brazilian government presents its most heartfelt 
condolences to the Government and Royal Family of Kuwait 
and its solidarity with the Kuwaiti people.”

H.E. Bishop Paul Hinder, OFM Cap.
Apostolic Vicar of Southern Arabia
Apostolic Administrator of Northern Arabia

His Excellency Bishop Paul Hinder, OFM Cap., 
Apostolic Administrator of Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia, and the Apostolic Vicar 
of the UAE, Oman and Yemen, in the name of 
the Catholic Church in the Arabian Peninsula, 
hearing the sad news of the demise of His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, the Amir 
of Kuwait, expresses his heartfelt condolences to the family of 
the late His Highness, the people of Kuwait and His Excellency 
Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Nasser AIMohammad Al-Ahamed AI-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of Kuwait.

“May the peaceful and merciful God grant the 
loving Father of Kuwait and joyful friend of all 
people and nations his peace.”

Our Catholic communities continue to pray 
in our churches for the repose of the soul of 
His Highness. The Catholic Church deeply 
revered and valued His Highness the Amir’s 
openness, respect, protection and cordial 
relationship. His Highness’ able leadership 
and friendship promoted regional stability, 

unity and prosperity. We greatly treasure His Highness’ 
legacy and remain committed in our loyal service to the 
State of Kuwait.

His Highness will be remembered as a true and deeply 
religious brother, friend and fatherly leader.

Catholic Church sends deepest condolences on passing of HH Amir

More condolence messages can be read at 
https://www.timeskuwait.com/news/category/tribute/




