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The first consignment of Indian-made 
vaccines against COVID-19 arrived in 
Kuwait at the start of February. Com-

menting on the delivery and Kuwait’s re-
sponse to the vaccines, the Indian Ambassa-
dor to Kuwait H.E. Sibi George said that this 
reflected the long and close friendship, and 
strong ties between the two countries.

Ambassador Sibi George was speaking in 
an exclusive interview with The Times Kuwait 
on a wide range of topics covering the long 
enduring cordial relations between India and 
Kuwait.

“Two hundred thousand doses of the 
COVISHIELD vaccine manufactured in India by 
the Serum Institute of India, arrived in Kuwait 

on 01 February 2021. The timely delivery has 
been welcomed by all sections of the Kuwaiti 
society, both government and citizens. I have 
received so many phone calls and messages 

from our friends in Kuwait after the arrival of 
this Made in India vaccine,” he stated

He added that, “India and Kuwait 
have been collaborating closely since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic to 
jointly fight this deadly virus. A 15-member 
rapid response team comprising doctors, 
specialists and para medical personnel, also 
visited Kuwait in April 2020 to join hands with 
their compatriots here and collectively fight 
the pandemic.”

“Supply of vaccines to the friendly State 
of Kuwait is a natural progression of mutual 
support and cooperation in this collective 
fight. Concerned entities from both the sides 
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Heavy fines for 
flouting health 
guidelines
People who violate the corona virus-related 

health instructions could face severe penal-
ties, including heavy fines, jail sentences.

Reiterating the need for citizens and 
expatriates to abide by the health guidelines 
issued by relevant authorities, the Ministry 
of Interior (MoI) said that violators would be 
penalized to the full extent of the law.
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Restrictions reintroduced 
to contain COVID-19 infections

The precautionary measures 
announced by the government 
last week are intended to 

contain and curtail the spread of 
COVID-19 infections in the country. 
The increased rate of infections in 
recent weeks led to concerns that the 
pandemic might make a resurgence in 
the country.

After an extraordinary meeting of 
the Cabinet, chaired by His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on 3 
February, the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Anas Al-Saleh said the cabinet ordered 
a series of measures to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus, following 
the increase in number of infections 
and related hospitalizations. 

The preventive measures, which 
will come into effect from Sunday, 7 
February and extend for a full month, 
include closure of all commercial 
facilities and restaurants except 
for pharmacies, medical and food 
supplying outlets, and home-delivery 
services, from 8pm to 5am every 
day. The cabinet also ordered a full 
shutdown of all health clubs, resorts, 
beauty salons and hairdressing 
centers, and ordered sports 
federations to suspend all formal and 
friendly sports activities. 

In addition, the cabinet imposed 
a two-week ban on entry of non-
Kuwaitis to the country as of 7 February  

Only foreigners who are first degree 
relatives of Kuwaitis and their travel 
companions of domestic and other 
workers are excluded from the ban, 
he clarified. The cabinet also imposed 
a one-week institutional quarantine 
on all arrivals at their expenses and 
another week quarantine at home, as 
of 21 February for one month.

The cabinet also banned opening 
of celebration halls and tents and 
all gatherings, even for National 
and Liberation Day celebrations. 
It also instructed the Civil Service 
Commission to set a number of 
penalties on civil servants who do 
not abide by coronavirus preventive 
measures. The cabinet called on all 
nationals and residents to comply 
with preventive health measures and 
guidelines.

The Cabinet’s Corona Emergency 
Committee (CEC), which is the 
final authority on taking decisions 
regarding the pandemic, also ordered 
the withdrawal of restaurant licenses 
if the establishment was found 
supplying food to wedding parties, 
events, and bureaus with banquets, 
for violating health requirements that 
prohibit gatherings. The committee 
also decided to close any hotel if they 
were found renting out halls for social 
gathering events.

The committee has activated a 
hotline, which will start working from 
next Sunday, to receive complaints 

from citizens and residents about 
any gatherings that occur in a way 
that contributes to the spread of the 
epidemic.

Pointing out that the preventive 
measures were taken to achieve 
the desired goals for the interests 
of society and individuals, Al-Saleh 
urged all people to work as a team to 
eradicate the COVID-19 pandemic. He 
stressed that abiding by these health 
instructions and guidelines, assuming 
social responsibility and taking 
vaccines will lead to a safe return to 
normalcy.

Earlier, the cabinet was briefed on 
the health situation in the country 
through a presentation by Minister 
of Health Dr. Basel Al-Sabah and 
Assistant Undersecretary for Public 
Health Affairs Buthaina Al-Mudhaf on 
the latest developments in the world 
especially in light of the rapid spread 
of new strains of the coronavirus.

While December recorded the 
lowest number of infections since last 
May, the figures nearly doubled in 
January. Available data shows that the 
number of infections recorded in the 
first month of 2021 jumped to 14,673 
from the 7,592 infections recorded a 
month. 

Several reasons have been 
attributed to the soaring infections 
and hospitalizations in recent weeks, 
including the imprudent attitude of 
many people to health guidelines 

and safety precautions mandated by health authorities, 
the increase in number of international arrivals, and 
questionable PCR tests by some passengers. Authorities 
also fear that the discovery of more contagious versions of 
coronavirus among passengers returning to Kuwait from 
Europe and Africa could signal a potentially dangerous turn 
of infections.

Though Kuwait is preparing to conduct PCR tests on 
all arrivals to the country, currently passengers arriving 
in Kuwait are tested randomly and need to carry a PCR 
certificate conducted 72 hours prior to their departure and 
attesting to their negative infection status. Nevertheless, 
health authorities have noticed several cases where 
passengers carrying negative PCR certificates have tested 
positive on being tested in Kuwait. 

This has raised questions on the reliability of tests 
conducted by many foreign test centers, and has increased 
calls for all such tests to be conducted only by Health 
Ministry approved laboratories abroad through its MUNA 
program of accredited laboratories in many countries. The 
program allows authorities to verify all the details of the PCR 
test before the arrival of a passenger to Kuwait. 

In a virtual news conference following the cabinet’s 
extraordinary meeting Wednesday, the health minister 
implored the public to cooperate with state bodies and 
show full commitment to relevant precautions to help 
save people’s lives and the country’s healthcare system. He 
stressed on the importance of wearing facemasks, abiding 
by social distancing rules, avoiding crowds, staying indoors 
and sticking to hand hygiene. Non-compliance and 
recklessness could take the country back to square one in 
its fight against the pandemic, he cautioned.

Meanwhile, the Foreign Ministry has issued an advisory 
to all Kuwaiti nationals to avoid  global travel, except 
for “absolute necessity”, amidst strict measures being 
implemented worldwide to halt the spread of the highly-
contagious new strains of coronavirus. The ministry urged 
those compelled to travel to provide health insurance that 
covers all ailments, including coronavirus, valid for the 
entire period of their stay overseas. 

The ministry also stressed the importance of full adherence 
to health guidelines in host countries and the need to follow 
updates or amendments to these measures, bearing in mind 
that these measures may differ from country to country some 
of which may be introduced without prior notice. 

For its part, the Ministry of Health decided on 4 February 
to stop granting leave to all ministry employees, as of 7 
February, for a period of three months, due to the global 
epidemiological situation and local developments.

PCR tests on arrivals to 
begin from 7 February
The PCR examinations of all arriving passengers at the 

airport will commence from 7 February, according 
to an announcement by the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA).

Work on providing designated PCR test sites, including 
three sites in the Terminal 1 building and one site in each of 
Terminals 3, 4 and 5, are currently underway and an unified 
electronic platform is being prepared to link the test sites with 
other relevant health and security entities.

The DGCA is understood to have assigned ground service 
providers to implement the decisions to conduct PCR 
examination procedures on all arrivals through accredited 
laboratories in the country.
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A Constitutional Court sitting on 31 
January decided to adjourn until 
24 February to hear pleas against 

election results and appeals against the 
legality of general elections held on 5 
December.

The court set the same date to listen 
to appeals against results from the first 
and fourth constituencies, as well as to 
examine a case challenging the election 
of the parliament speaker Marzouk Al-
Ghanim.

Also during its deliberations on 31 
January, the court decided to adjourn until 
9 February, the cross-examination in other 

constitutional pleadings on mistakes in the 
tallying of votes during the 5 December 
elections.

Earlier, the court in a hearing on 10 
January had set 20 January to hear cross-
examination in all the appeals from the 
five constituencies. But on 20 January the 
court postponed cross-examination into 
the electoral pleas until 31 January, as it 
awaited statements on election data from 
the Ministry of Interior (MoI).

The court had asked the MoI to 
provide a list containing the names of 
candidates for the 2020 elections in the 
first constituency, in addition to the exact 

number of the electorate. It had also 
requested the ministry for the proportion 
of eligible voters who had cast their 
ballots, as well as the number of votes 
garnered by each nominee, the number of 
valid and invalidated votes, and names of 
the winners in the said constituency.

The tribunal had also decided to delay 
the hearing until 1 February, pending the 
filing of a report by the MoI containing 
names of the nominees in the fifth 
constituency, number of the registered 
eligible voters, the proportion of the voters 
who cast their ballots as compared to the 
whole count of the electorate, number of 

votes garnered by each candidate, count 
of the valid and invalid ballots. It had also 
asked for names of the winners in the 
said constituency and count of the whole 
ballots. 

Constitutional Court sets new
date to hear election pleas

The Directorate-General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) has allowed individual airlines 

to set the price they would like to charge for 
conducting PCR tests on passengers arriving 
to Kuwait.

The only condition imposed by the DGCA is 
that the price should not exceed KD60 for the 
two PCR tests that need to be conducted. This 
price is in line with the amount approved by the 
Ministry of Health, which has set a maximum of 
KD30 per PCR test.

The DGCA has made clear that airlines are 
not mandated to charge KD60 per passenger 

and that they were free to fix any price below 
the maximum, in order to increase their 
competitiveness in the market. 

Airlines free to fix price of
PCR test, below mandated price

KPC to 
promote SMEs 
in contracts
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and 

its subsidiaries seek to strengthen the 
role of the private sector in developing the 
national economy, and is willing to play an 
active role in this regard.

Revealing this, the CEO of KPC, Hashem 
Sayed Hashem went on to say that the 
corporation would set aside a certain 
percentage of its tenders solely for small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) in the country. 

Highlighting the importance of SMEs in 
the economic development of Kuwait, the 
CEO added that his initiative to support local 
SMEs was only the first step in assisting the 
private sector, and that a specific mechanism 
was being developed to enable them to 
participate in various projects of KPC and its 
subsidiaries.
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Indian ambassador H.E. Sibi George 
held a felicitation luncheon last 
week for board members of Al Najat 

Charitable Society, for their support to 
Indian Community Support Group (ICSG) 
which helped thousands of distressed 
Indian nationals during the lockdown in 
Kuwait in 2020.

ICSG, which was formed by the Indian 
embassy last year, was primarily meant 
to distribute food kits to Indian nationals 
impacted by the lockdown. The support 
group, through hundreds of volunteers 

and with the support of Al Najat Charitable 
Society, managed to distribute almost 18,000 
food kits or more than half a million meals.

Welcoming the exclusive gathering of 
guests, Dr. Amir Ahmed, executive member 
of ICSG extended a deep appreciation and 

gratefulness to Al Najat Charitable Society 
for their collaboration with ICSG. He noted 
that this first of its kind collaboration by a 
reputed and recognised Kuwaiti charity with 
an Indian community organisation was a 
blessing to thousands of distressed people.

Addressing members of Al Najat and 
ICSG, the Chairman of the ICSG committee, 
Rajpal Tyagi, praised and thanked the 
timely help of Al Najat to ICSG. He pointed 
at the various instances and wholehearted 

Al Najat Charity felicitated
by Indian Ambassador 

support extended to ICSG which in turn 
helped thousands of members of the 
Indian community. He wished for this 
collaboration to continue and be part of 
the continued help to people in need. Mr. 
Tyagi also praised the Embassy of India for 
their continued patronage and unwavering 
support to ICSG.

In his address to the gathering, 
Ambassador Sibi George extended a 
warm welcome and appreciation to Al 
Najat board members and praised the 
historical ties between the two countries. 
He reiterated on the age-old friendship and 
magnanimity of the host nation. 

Ambassador Sibi George  has been at 
the forefront to help Indians who have been 
impacted by the pandemic during the past 
year. He extended support and gratitude to 
ICSG for their role in serving the community. 

He also praised the positive collaboration 
between Al Najat and ICSG that was 
instrumental in reaching out to far off 
locations when the country was in lockdown. 

Speaking on behalf of Al Najat, Faisal 
Al Zamel, again recollected the age-old 
relations between India and Kuwait and 
applauded the vast Indian community’s 
contribution to Kuwait. He reminisced on 
the people to people connections with 
India and the influence of India in several 
areas of Kuwaiti life.  Mr Zamel also pointed 
at the tradition of philanthropy of Kuwaitis. 
He emphasised the Al Najat sustainable 
initiative as a collective and shared 
responsibility.

ICSG members then presented shawls 
to individual Najat members as a token of 
appreciation and gratitude from the Indian 
Community. Indian Ambassador and ICSG 
chairman presented a memento to Al Najat 
vice-chairman Rashed Hamad  Al Hamad on 
behalf of Indian Embassy and ICSG committee. 

For his part, Al Hamad, also felicitated 
Indian ambassador with a memento 
and appreciation for his kind gesture 
in recognising their role in support and 
cooperation to the Indian community.

Concluding the felicitation luncheon, 
Dhiraj Oberoi, executive member of ICSG 
presented the vote of thanks with an 
overwhelming expression of gratitude to 
the entire Al Najat team. 
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The vaccination campaign 
in the country will receive a 
boost following the arrival 

of large quantities of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccines from India.

Revealing this during a media 
conference last week, the official 
spokesperson for the Ministry 
of Health (MoH), Abdullah Al-
Sanad said that following the 
arrival of the first batch of Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccines, the pace 
of the vaccination drive in the 
country will be rapid and with the 
ability to administer the vaccine 
to a large number of people.

He explained that the rate 
of vaccination depends on the 
batches of vaccines the country 
obtains from abroad. He clarified 
that people would receive 
two doses from the Oxford 
vaccines within four weeks at 
the specialized centers in Kuwait 

International Fairgrounds, as well 
as two new centers to the south 
and north of the country.

He noted that in addition to 
medical staff at the MoH and other 
frontline workers, the priority in 
administering vaccines will be to 
the elderly, people with special 

needs, and patients with chronic 
diseases. In addition, during the 
new phase of the vaccination 
campaign, nationals aged 40 to 
64 will also be included.

Al-Sanad also added that 
the MoH has launched an e-link 
to facilitate vaccination to 
patients who are not able to go 
to vaccination centers. They can 
send an SMS placed on the link to 
receive an appointment for being 
given the vaccination.

During the press conference, 
Al-Sanad also renewed calls for 
citizens and expatriates to strictly 

follow the health guidelines and 
preventive measures in light of 
the increase in the number of 
infections in recent weeks. He 
urged everyone to postpone any 
travel plans. 

LOCAL

Indian embassy organized ‘Remembering 
Mahatma Gandhi’ on 30 January, which 

commemorates Martyrs’ Day in India. Each year, 

on this day, the country salutes and honors the 
brave martyrs who laid down their lives for the 
country. The day was chosen as it was on 30 
January 1948, that Mahatma Gandhi, the father 
of the Indian nation, attained martyrdom.

During this year’s Martyr’s Day the Indian 
Ambassador H.E. Sibi George unveiled a 
portrait by renowned Kuwaiti artist Mahmoud 
Al-Qattan of the ‘Mahatma’ at the embassy 
premises.  Paying floral tributes at the statue 
of Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian Ambassador 

of said: “Gandhiji’s laid a lot of emphasis on 
self-reliant, self-sufficient villages. This idea 
has special relevance today, as India has now 
charted on a vision of building a self-reliant 
nation (Aatma Nirbhar Bharat) that aims to turn 
Gandhiji’s dreams into reality.” 

During the event, the Ambassador of India 
thanked His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmed 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of the State of 
Kuwait, and His Highness Sheikh Mishaal Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Crown Prince 

of the State of Kuwait, for hosting the Indian 
community in Kuwait.

The event was attended by the president of 
Kuwait’s Art Association, Abdul Rasoul Salman, 
along with several Kuwaiti artists and well-
wishers. The India ambassador also recalled 
the warm welcome extended by the President 
of the Kuwait Arts Association during his 
recent visit to the gallery. The ambassador also 
thanked everyone present for the overwhelming 
participation.

Gandhi’s portrait by Kuwaiti artist unveiled in Indian Embassy

Daily vaccinations to increase with 
arrival of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine

Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) has 
announced new procedures for employers 

to deal with domestic workers if they abscond 
and cannot be traced.

According to PAM the sponsor must first 

register a complaint against the absconding 
domestic worker in one of the service centers 
of the Ministry of Interior. Then they should 
register the complaint with the Department 
Regulating the Recruitment of Domestic 

Workers at PAM, so that they do not bear the cost 
of deporting the worker when apprehended. 
The sponsor is then entitled to compensation 
from the domestic worker recruitment office, 
if the worker did not complete the contracted 
work period.

PAM also noted that if the worker has not 
completed the first six months period from the 
date of recruitment, the office will be forced to 
reimburse the employer with the full amount 

paid for the recruitment, and the office will 
bear the cost for the return travel ticket for the 
worker.

However, if the domestic worker absconds 
and his or her contract period has ended, the 
complaint is transferred to the judiciary where 
a ruling will need to be passed before the 
sponsor becomes free of bearing the cost of air 
ticket for the worker or paying compensation to 
the worker.

PAM outlines steps to report 
absconding domestic workers
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Deputy Foreign Minister of Kuwait 
Ambassador Khaled Suleiman Al-
Jarallah, a career diplomat long 

associated with furthering the country’s 
foreign policies, tendered his resignation on 
28 January.

A statement from the Foreign Ministry 
on 1 February confirmed that the Foreign 
Minister Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al-Muhammad 
Al-Saleh had accepted the resignation of his 
deputy, and had assigned Ambassador Jamal 
Al-Ghanem as a temporary replacement to 
the position.  Khaled Al-Jarallah, the 74-year 
old veteran diplomat, was often seen as the 
country’s main diplomatic trouble-shooter, 
successfully negotiating many seemingly 
intractable challenges. 

Clearing up ambiguity in some quarters 
on the reason for his resignation, Al-Jarallah 
said in a statement: “The resignation is in 
line with Supreme Decree No. 2021-3, which 
stipulates the termination of the duties of 
those with the rank of minister and those who 
have spent a period of 4 years or more on 31 
January 2021. Accordingly, I submitted my 
resignation to the political leadership.”

He added, “I confirm that I am a former 
soldier in the service of my country, 
Kuwait, anywhere, anytime and anywhere. 
I have handed over the Foreign Ministry’s 
leadership and I am assured that the one who 
will lead the ministry is a generous energy 
represented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Dr. Ahmed Al-Nasser and a group of 
my competent diplomatic brothers guided 
by the noble directives of His Highness the 
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishaal Al-Ahmad. I have handed over this 
leadership and I am confident that the ship 
will be steered to safety despite all the storms 
that surround us from everywhere.”

Al-Jarallah, a graduate with a BA in Political 
Science from Kuwait University in 1971, joined 
the Foreign Ministry and worked his way up 
to Foreign-Undersecretary. In 2006, while 
serving as foreign undersecretary, he was first 
appointed to the rank of minister. He was also 
a board member of the Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development, the soft-power arm 
of Kuwait’s international diplomacy.

Even in the world of diplomacy, known for 
its polite talking, soft treading, sweet smiling 
envoys who favor gentle nudgings and 
discreet maneuvers to influence favorable 
outcomes, Khaled Al-Jarallah stood out 
with his courteous manner and his easily 
approachable nature.

He was often the ‘go-to’ contact for foreign 
ambassadors and world diplomats in their 
dealings with Kuwait’s foreign ministry. He 
was the face of Kuwait in many discreet and 
delicate ‘behind-the-limelight’ negotiations 
and discussions held to promote the country’s 
foreign policies and interests. 

Since 2006, Al-Jarallah was the envoy 
of choice of the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to convey personal 
messages to regional leaders. Also, as the 
deputy to then Foreign Minister and current 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khalid Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah, Al-Jarallah was at the forefront in 

promoting Kuwait’s interests in regional and 
global forums.

An astute diplomat he was capable of 
deftly weaving the fabric of diplomacy 
through his vast experience in the field, 
as well as maintaining and developing 
diplomatic relations in local, regional and 
international arenas through his unique style 
of work and affable nature. 

It is no wonder then that the diplomatic 
corps in Kuwait have come out with glowing 
accolades and appreciation for Khaled Al-
Jarallah. Many heads of diplomatic missions 
accredited to the country spoke about their 
relations with the former Deputy Foreign 
Minister, recalling his fine qualities and 
wishing him continued success in his life. 
They also highlighted his prominent role 
in the consolidation of bilateral relations 
between Kuwait and their countries, his 
extensive experience, his modesty and his 
sophisticated dealings with everyone.
The Ambassador of Mexico H E Miguel 
Ángel Isidro said “I would like to extend 
my profound gratitude and appreciation to 
H.E. Khalid Sulaiman Al-Jarallah, Deputy of 
Foreign Minister of Kuwait who has recently 
resigned his office, for his distinguished 
efforts and fruitful cooperation he extended 
to the Embassy of Mexico and support which 
had a positive impact on the bilateral relations 
between Kuwait and Mexico throughout his 
tenure. We would also like to express our best 
wishes to H.E. Khalid Sulaiman Al-Jarallah for a 
very bright future and constant success in all 
his endeavors to come. 
Ambassador of Romania H E Daniel 
TĂNASEI said I recall with great pleasure our 
cooperation with the Vice-minister of Foreign 
Affairs, during my term as Ambassador of 
Romania, since 2016. I particularly remember 
our fruitful dialogue with His Excellency 
Khaled Al-Jarallah and his team, on the 
occasion of the visit of the Romanian Prime-
Minister to the State of Kuwait in October 
2018, as well as during the Romanian 
Presidency to the Council of European Union, 
the first half of 2019.
Ambassador of Czech Republic H E Martin 
Dvorak stated “I have been serving in 
Kuwait for almost four years. For the whole 
of this time, Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled 
Al-Jarallah was my distinguished partner, 
an excellent professional diplomat, and a 
wonderful person always ready to help us 
diplomats in need. I would like to wish him all 
the best for the next stage of his life.”
The Ukrainian ambassador H E Dr. 
Oleksandr Balanutsa said: “On behalf 
of the Embassy of Ukraine to the State of 
Kuwait, I would like to extend my sincere 
congratulations to the former Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah on the 
occasion of his retirement after distinguished 
50-year service in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. We express sincere gratitude for 
his hard work, dedication and permanent 
support of the Embassy’s initiatives as well as 
for his contribution to strengthening friendly 
relations and fruitful cooperation in various 
fields between Ukraine and Kuwait, especially 
by means of presiding over all the sessions of 
political consultations between the Foreign 
Ministries of Ukraine and Kuwait. May God 
grant him good health, wellness and all the 
best in the next stage of his life.
Ambassador of Greece H.E. Konstantinos 
Piperigos said: “Al Jarallah was present at 
the ceremony of presentation of my copies 
of credentials to the Minister. I visited his 
Diwaniya once and we had an interesting 
exchange of views. I was impressed by his style 
of straightforward talking, the serenity of his 
voice and the calm transpired by his face.”

The Egyptian ambassador to the country, 
Tariq Al-Qouni, said: “My relations with 
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah 
were distinguished, as I had several meetings 
with him on the personal and professional 
levels.” He added, “I have been touched by his 
great experiences and insight into matters, 
and his constant and continuous keenness to 
support bilateral relations between the two 
countries,” 
Alina Romanowski, the US ambassador to 
the country, said: “Thank you Deputy Foreign 
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah for the tireless 
work to bring our two countries closer.” She 
noted that his support for the US-Kuwaiti 
strategic dialogue and other activities 
“deepened our bilateral relationship.” . She 
praised his outstanding achievements, 
adding, “I greatly appreciate his friendship 
and wish him all the best as he begins the 
next chapter in his life.”
The Ambassador of the Republic of South 
Korea to the country, Dr. Hong Yong Ji, 
affirmed that Al-Jarallah “was wise and kind in 
his dealings with all diplomats, and he played 
an important role in strengthening Kuwait’s 
position in the world.”
The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Ambassador of Senegal, Abdul Ahad 
Mbaki, said, “For nearly 50 years of his 
work, Jarallah was the best representative 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in all 
international forums and in his relations with 
all diplomatic missions.” He added, “I had a 
special relationship with him, and I used to 
benefit greatly from his unique diplomatic 
experience and his experiences, and his 
memory will remain good in our hearts, and 
we hope that he will not move away from 
us, as we are friends of him and the beloved 
Kuwait.”
The British Ambassador to the country 
Michael Davenport said, “The United 
Kingdom and successive British ambassadors 
in Kuwait have benefited greatly over the 
years from Khaled Al-Jarallah’s wisdom and 
wise advice, as the co-chair in Kuwait of 
the bilateral Joint Steering Group since its 
inception in 2012.” He added, “Al-Jarallah 
has overseen the deepening and expansion 
of cooperation between our two countries 
in vital areas, such as defense, the Internet, 
health, education, trade and international 
development.
The German ambassador to the country, 
Stephen Moebs, said: “To me, it seems 
that Jarallah is one of the architects of the 
modern Kuwaiti foreign policy.” He added 
that Jarallah received him after presenting 
his credentials as an ambassador and he was 
impressed by the  deep understanding of 
regional and international affairs, held by the 
Kuwaiti diplomat
Canadian Ambassador to the country 
Louis-Pierre Edmon said: “It has been a 
pleasure and an honor for me to work with 
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah 
over the years. He is a true friend of Canada, as 
he has supported all our efforts to strengthen 
ties between our two countries at all levels, 
political dialogue, trade, investment, and 
defense. He added: “He and his ministry 
helped us to welcome many high-ranking 
visitors from Canada, and he always dealt 
with difficult situations with a smile ... We 
were honored to represent Kuwait in many 
National Day events and he was essential in 
leading Kuwait’s presence in the UN Security 
Council, and we wish him. All the best”.
Charge d’ Affaires at the embassy of Peru 
H E Rolando Lozada stated that, new tasks 
reach a great man of Kuwaiti diplomacy, 
H E Khaled Al-Jarallah, had contributed to 

the development of the modern Kuwaiti 
diplomacy built by the late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, he 
contributed to Kuwait with his service 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and is a 
man who we consider a school for future 
generations of local diplomats.  For Peru, 
he played a key role in the reopening the 
Embassy and by inking several agreements to 
strengthen the bilateral relations of our two 
friendly countries. Not without mentioning 
multilateral diplomacy while Peru and Kuwait 
were members of the Security Council at the 
United Nations.
The Ambassador of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan to the country, Elekhan 
Kahraman, said that Al-Jarallah “is one of 
the most prominent flags of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, and has a great role 
in strengthening relations between the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and the friendly 
State of Kuwait in various fields, and he has 
extensive experience in the diplomatic milieu 
from which all diplomats have benefited. And 
his good relationship with all ambassadors in 

Kuwait is attested to by everyone. I wish him 
continued health, wellness and success in his 
life.
The First Secretary at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Hamidi Ali Al-Mutairi, said: 
“I have been lucky since I joined the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in 2005 and he appointed 
me as a diplomatic attaché in the affairs of 
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs’s office, 
because that allowed me the opportunity 
to deal with a large diplomatic stature 
and a real school. In the art of diplomatic, 
literary and cultural interaction, the deputy 
minister, Ambassador Khaled Al-Jarallah, was 
a generous man, a good listener, and a great 
teacher.
The Ambassador of Tajikistan to the 
country, Dr. Zabidullah Zabidov, said 
that he considered Deputy Foreign Minister 
Khaled Al-Jarallah,  a close friend of his after 
ten years of interaction. He added that Abu 
Hazem is a friend to everyone and has a 
vision, wisdom and the best representative 
of Kuwaiti diplomacy, pointing out that he 
worked hard to raise the name of his country 
in all international forums. He continued, 
“Jarallah, with his great heart, wisdom 
and poise, was able to win the hearts of 
all around him. Congratulations to a man 
who gave limitless efforts and time to help 
everyone. We hope that we see him in the 
highest positions, as he deserves it.”

Khaled Al-Jarallah retires after
a distinguished service to country

A Diplomat’s Diplomat
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Italian Embassy opens ‘SPAZIO ITALIA-KUWAIT’

STAFF REPORT
 

The Italian Embassy in Kuwait 
launched the country’s collaborative 
effort with Kuwait with the ‘SPAZIO 

ITALIA-KUWAIT’ (Italy-Kuwait Space), 
a 600-square-metre area dedicated to 
showcasing the friendship between the two 
countries at the Embassy on 3 February. It 
will provide a ‘space’ and voice for initiatives 
aimed at strengthening relations between 
the two friendly countries, interpreting 
cultural, commercial, economic, scientific 
and technological collaboration initiatives.

The event was organized with 
adherence to health regulations due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Secretary General of 
Kuwait’s National Council for Culture, Arts 
& Letters (NCCAL) Kamel Al Abdul Jaleel 
inaugurated the exhibition along with 
Italian Ambassador, H.E. Carlo Baldocci.

Mr. Jaleel highlighted the importance 
of the initiative intended at strengthening 

bilateral relations between the two 
countries, and noted that the two sides 
will soon sign two important agreements 
in the field of culture. One of these is with 
Rome’s La Sapienza University, which aims 
to strengthen bilateral relations in the field 
of archaeology.

During a press presentation, 
Ambassador Baldocci, lauded the Italy-

Kuwait Space as representing something 
new in terms of the Kuwaiti cultural 
scene, and noted it is a bilateral container 
that will host, in full compliance with the 
Kuwaiti government’s anti-Covid measures, 
exhibitions, workshops, seminars and other 
initiatives aimed at helping to further grow 
relations between the two countries.

On the occasion, two photography 

exhibitions were inaugurated titled ‘’La 
Grande Bellezza’ by Remo Casilli and 
‘Kuwait Heritage’ by Usman Mohammed 
Iqbal.

Remo Casilli, a successful Roman 
photographer, has already a range of 
exhibitions in his repertoire in Italy and 
abroad. His photographs at the exhibition 
present imagery depicting the wonderful 
evening and night images of Rome, the 
‘Eternal City’, illuminated and celebratory 
in a tribute to the country’s Kuwaiti friends 
leading up to the celebrations of Kuwait’s 
National Day.

Usman Mohammed lqbal, a very 
proficient Kuwaiti photographer, is 
showcasing at his first solo exhibition. He 
has an exceptional technique, which has 
earned him international acclaim, and 
the images’ beauty show the importance 
of Kuwaiti heritage, which binds the 
past to the present and the future of this 
magnificent country.

A delegation from the International 
Women’s Group (IWG) Kuwait, met with 

the Secretary-General of the National Council 
for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL)  Kamel Al 
Abduljaleel, at the Council’s headquarters in 
Kuwait City on 4 February..

The IWG delegation included President of 

IWG and wife of the Pakistani Ambassador 
to Kuwait, Ambreen Mustafa; Advisor to 
the President of IWG and wife of the Swiss 
Federation Ambassador to Kuwait, Clethe 
Gubler; Vice-President of IWG and wife of the 
Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rima Khalidi.

The delegation briefed the Secretary-

General on the various activities of IWG and 
the special arrangements for the upcoming 
celebrations of Kuwait’s National and Liberation 
days. The delegation also discussed other 
activities which include events celebrating the 
cultures of its many international members.

At their meeting, the Secretary General and 

the delegation also discussed opportunities for 
future cooperation between IWG and NCCAL. 
Mr. Al Abduljaleel expressed his high regard 
and pleasure to learn of the extent of IWG’s role 
in promoting cross-cultural appreciation and 
understanding in Kuwait, as well as an appreciation 
for IWG’s efforts in the activities it organizes. 

IWG meets with the Secretary General of NCCAL

Records from the Ministry of Interior (MoI) show 
that the residency permit of tens of thousands of 

expats expired while they were stranded abroad due 
to the coronavirus pandemic and consequent ban on 
flights from many countries.

Director-General of Residency Affairs at MoI, 
Brigadier General Hamad Al-Tawalah has been quoted 
as saying that the residency permits of a total of 182,393 
expats expired during the period from 12, March, 2020 
till 10 January, 2021, while they were stranded abroad. 

Regarding the fate of expatriates on expired residency 
visas stranded outside the country, he stated that their 
sponsors must obtain the approval of a specialized 
committee to issue new entry visas for them, and when 
they enter the country, they can be granted the required 
residency visas under their sponsorship.

The Council of Ministers has issued a decision 
where visas of all kinds for all nationalities from other 
countries cannot be issued except after the approval 
of the Specialized Ministerial Committee for Corona 
Emergencies.

Residency permit expiry 
stops expats from returning

Overcrowding at 
deportation center
Restriction on direct flights 

from 35 countries has had 
an unforeseen consequence — 
unprecedented overcrowding 
at the deportation center, which 
also poses an added health risk.

Around 800 expatriates, 
mainly from five Asian and African 
countries are crammed together 
at the deportation center and in 
several police stations awaiting 
flights to their countries. Most of the detainees have been in the deportation 
center for over nine months, with some of them detained along with their 
families, including women and children.
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In what is seen as a record for the Public 
Authority for Manpower (PAM), the number of 
work permits cancelled soared by 44 percent 

during a 72-hour period from 25 to 27 January.
A total of 1,588 work permits were cancelled 

in the three-day period, with the number of 

work permits revoked rising from 3,627 on 24 
January to 5,215 by 27 January.

The authorities cited various reasons for this 
spurt in work permit cancellations, including 
those departing the country for good after 
cancelling their residency, the automatic 

cancellation of work permit due to expiry of 
residency of those currently stranded abroad, 
the transfer of work permit to family visas 
by some people, and the revocation of work 
permits following the death of the residency 
holder.

Number of expats 
exiting Kuwait increases

A Kuwaiti woman who was convicted in 
absentia of deceiving more than 50 citizens 

in a real-estate fraud, was apprehended in 
Dubai and extradited to Kuwait last week.

The Criminal Court had sentenced the 
Kuwaiti woman and her partner, who is still at 
large, to seven-year imprisonment with hard 
labor, and imposed a fine of about KD 70 million 
in December.

The woman along with her partner were 
convicted of defrauding a large number of 

citizens by offering investment opportunities 
through two real estate marketing companies 
in Kuwait. The properties, in addition to real 
estate projects in Kuwait, included realty 
projects abroad in Spain, London, Bulgaria and 
Turkey, as well as in Oman and the UAE. 

The unsuspecting victims paid large sums 
of money to the two perpetrators in the hope 
of turning a profit from their investments. 
However, the investors only found out later 
that the advertised projects were really fake 
and that they did not exist. The woman and her 
partner are reported to have made away with 
nearly KD30 million from their fraud operations.

On receiving complaints from the investors, 
the Criminal Investigation Department 
launched investigations and found that the 
perpetrators had left the country. A report was 
filed along with descriptions of the criminals 
with Interpol, which was requested to help in 
tracing and apprehending the two.  

Woman convicted in real estate 
fraud case arrested in Dubai

In a reassessment of its earlier ‘stable’ ratings, 
the global rating agency Fitch Ratings 

downgraded its outlook on Kuwait’s sovereign 
debt rating to ‘negative’, in light of the country’s 
near-term liquidity risks associated with the 
state treasury fund.

The agency, which maintained Kuwait’s 
long-term rating at ‘AA’, said liquid assets in 
the General Reserve Fund (GRF), the state 
treasury fund, faced being depleted in the 
absence of parliamentary authorisation for the 
government to borrow on the international 
debt market. Responding to the rating, Finance 

Minister Khalifa Hamada said that Kuwait’s 
financial position was solid, supported by the 
country’s much larger Future Generations Fund. 
However, he acknowledged the near-depletion 
of the GRF due to “structural imbalances” in 
public finances. He said boosting liquidity in 
the GRF was among the government’s top 
priorities and solutions were being explored.

Repeated rows and deadlocks between 
cabinets and successive elected assemblies 
have led to several government reshuffles and 
dissolutions of parliament, hampering much 
needed economic reforms.

Fitch Ratings lowers 
Kuwait sovereign ratings

The price for bringing in new domestic 
workers from abroad through recruitment 

offices has been reduced by 10 percent, despite 
objections from the owners of domestic worker 
recruitment offices.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI) issued a new decision last week that 
reduced the price of bringing in domestic 
workers through recruitment offices to KD890 
from the earlier price of KD990. Moreover, if the 
employer agrees to bear the cost of institutional 
quarantine and pay for the ticket of the worker, 
the price would drop to KD390 for each worker.

The Kuwaiti Federation of Domestic 
Workers’ Office Owners expressed its surprise 
at the MoCI decision. They pointed out that 
this decision would make it even more difficult 
to recruit domestic workers from abroad. The 
head of the Kuwaiti Federation of Domestic 
Workers’ Office Owners Khaled Al-Dakhnan 
confirmed that office owners are disappointed 
and they feel the new cost is disproportionate 

to the current situation and the office owners 
have now become the least favorable party for 
the recruitment of domestic workers.

According to Khaled Al-Dakhnan, the union 
had previously refused the reduction in price 
during their meeting with MoCI officials and 
the Public Authority for Manpower. Instead the 
Union had requested a reduction in price of the 
air ticket — set at KD200 for those registering 
through the BelSalama platform —  which was 
higher than actual price of tickets.

Meanwhile, the Assistant Undersecretary for 
Commercial Control and Consumer Protection 
at MoCI, Al-Rashidi, called on the citizens 
and residents to report any increase in prices 
over the set price, through the hotline 135 for 
consumer protection complaints, or through 
WhatsApp 55135135. He added that anyone 
who violates this decision will be subject to the 
penalties stipulated in Law No.10 of 1979 and 
amended by Law No. 117 of 2013 that stipulates 
penalties for overcharging.

Charges for recruiting
domestic workers reduced
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While efforts to contain the 
pandemic continue, health 
authorities fear the potential for 

increased infections in the days leading 
up to the advent of the fasting month 
of Ramadan, due to the usual crowding 
by citizens and expats in complexes and 
markets, in addition to social visits, which 
threatens to spread the coronavirus 
infection, especially among the elderly.

The Ministry of Health is said to 
be developing a plan to strengthen 
community immunity before Ramadan, by 
accelerating the pace of vaccinations for 
the largest possible number of citizens and 
expats in the coming period. According 
to officials, the arrival of 200,000 doses of 
the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine,would be 
sufficient to vaccinate 100,000 people. 

The Health ministry is also said to be 
closely monitoring the latest developments 

in global vaccines that are undergoing 
clinical and recent trials.  Accordingly, the 
Johnson & Johnson and Novavax vaccines 
will be imported next May after it is 
officially approved.

Increasing number of infections in 
recent weeks has placed the government 
and health authorities on edge over fears 
of a pandemic resurgence in the country. 
While December recorded the lowest 
number of infections since last May, the 
figures nearly doubled in January. Available 
data shows that the number of infections 
recorded in the first month of 2021 jumped 
to 14,673 from the 7,592 infections recorded 
a month. 

Soaring number of infections have been 
attributed to a number of reasons, including 
increase in number of international 
arrivals, questionable PCR tests by some 
passengers, and the imprudent attitude 

of many people to health guidelines and 
safety precautions mandated by health 
authorities. Authorities also fear that the 
discovery of more contagious versions of 
coronavirus among passengers returning 
from Europe and Africa to Kuwait could 
signal the potential for a dangerous turn of 
infections.

The health authorities are planning to 
make it mandatory that passengers arriving 
in Kuwait should carry PCR certification only 
from pre-approved medical laboratories. 
Kuwait has said that in addition to the PCR 
tests done by passengers before departing 
from their country, they would have to 
undergo a further PCR test on landing in 
Kuwait. 

This double screening follows the 
detection of infection among several 
passengers who carried negative PCR tests 
from abroad. Questions on the reliability 

of tests conducted by many foreign test 
centers have increased calls for all such 
tests to be conducted only through 
laboratories approved by the Ministry 
of Health through its MUNA program of 
accredited laboratories in many countries. 
The program allows authorities to verify all 
the details of the PCR test before the arrival 
of a passenger to Kuwait. 

MoH plans preventive 
steps ahead of Ramadan

Indian Ambassador holds reception to honor Indian author
Embassy of India in Kuwait, on behalf of 

the Indian Community in Kuwait, bid 
farewell to the Editor of Indian Frontliners 
(IFL), N.C. Mohandoss,  for his service to the 
Indian community in Kuwait as a distinguished 
reporter, respected diaspora member, and a 
committed social volunteer.

Mr. Mohandoss, the founder of IFL, a socio-
cultural service organization registered with 
the Indian Embassy, has written over 200 novels, 
more than 600 short stories, 23 novelettes, and 

over 3000 articles, as well as four TV dramas in 
Tamil. He has written on social topics and has to 
his credit more than 100 books published which 
have appeared in all leading Tamil magazines 
and newspapers. 

During the farewell reception, Indian 
Ambassador H.E. Sibi George presented a 
memento to Mohandoss as a mark of the 
Indian Embassy’s appreciation. He praised 
Mohandoss’s writing and reporting through IFL 

books and for his community services. 
This was the first time the Embassy of India 

in Kuwait bid farewell to an Individual person. 
Ambassador George said, “I would like to thank 
him for his service to the community for several 
years.” On being honored by the embassy and 
the community Mr. Mohandoss dedicated it 
to the IFL team and to all his well-wishers who 
were regularly supporting his community 
services.

The Ministry of Education (MoE) 
has terminated the services of 

three expatriate teachers for playing 
music in private parties to earn extra 
money. 

The terminations were for 
violating MoE rules and seeking 
employment outside the scope of 
work outlined for them, as well as 
for participating in these activities 
without obtaining prior permission 
from the ministry.

The three teachers, who worked 
in schools affiliated to the Ahmadi 
Educational District had been 
previously warned and were referred 
for investigation and a penalty 
decision was issued against them. 
Despite these earlier transgressions 
and fines imposed on them, they 
continued to play at concerts in 
violation of several laws.

The first technical instructor for 
music education in the Ahmadi 
Educational District, Muhammad Al-
Ajmi, referred the three teachers to 
the Legal Affairs Department in the 
region, and upon summoning them, 
they denied that they had performed 
any violation of the regulations and 
systems, despite being confronted 
by evidence and video filming of the 
concerts.

MoE terminates three music 
teachers for playing at concerts

Ban on entry of expatriates 
excludes medical personnel, diplomats

Directorate-General for Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) clarified 

through a new circular that the 
Cabinet decision to temporarily 
ban on the entry  of expatriates for 
two weeks starting on 7 February, 
does not include medical 
personnel in the government 
and private sectors, as well as 
members of the diplomatic corps.

The government had taken a 

number of measures to confront 
and contain the re-emergence 
and spread of the coronavirus , 
including closing all commercial 
activities and preventing the 
entry of non-Kuwaitis,  with 
the exception of relatives of 
first-degree Kuwaitis and their 
companions, and domestic 
workers registered on the 
BelSalamah online platform.

Owners of salons, health 
clubs gathered in protest 
against the decision to 
close their shops

Ministry of the Interior dispersed a 
gathering. The owners of salons and 

health clubs gathered in the “Diwaniyah 
of Fishermen” square, adjacent to Al-Irada 
Square, to protest against the decision to 
close their shops, which will take effect 
from 7th February, Sunday.

The Ministry of Interior dispersed them 
as the security forces find them in violation 
of the health law as they did not have 
permission to gather.
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Star hotels prepared for 
quarantine of new arrivals 

D iscussions between the Directorate-
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and 

Kuwait Hotels Association have started 
regarding special preparations for the 
start of institutional quarantine for all 
new arrivals to Kuwait for a period of 7 

days beginning on 21 February.
The DGCA is reported to have directed 

the Association to set reasonable prices 
and not to overcharge, and to set aside 
only 3, 4 and 5-star hotels, and not 
Apartment Hotels, to quarantine the 

new arrivals.
The DGCA has also asked the Hotels 

Association to prepare its study on 
institutional quarantine operations at 
the hotels and provide them with a 
report next week.

LOCAL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The ministry said that it would fully enforce 
its commitment to provisions of law No. 8 of 
1969 on health requirements for preventing 
communicable diseases, due to the exceptional 
conditions that the country is undergoing from 
the coronavirus pandemic.  Warning that the 
ministry would crack down on law violators and 

take all legal measures against them, the MoI 
added that if convicted the law-breakers could 
face jail-terms of up to six months and fines of 
up to KD6,000, or one of the two penalties.

The ministry urged both nationals and 
residents to stop holding gatherings, including 
National and Liberation Day celebrations, 
wedding parties, receptions and others either 
in public or private places. 

Heavy fines for flouting health guidelines

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

have worked closely to ensure smooth and 
timely delivery of vaccines. We will continue 
this cooperation till we comprehensively and 
successfully defeat this pandemic,” he noted

Pointing to India’s contribution of vaccines 
and medicines to countries around the world 
to help them in the fight against COVID-19 
pandemic, the Indian envoy noted that India, as 
the ‘Pharmacy of the World’, has been helping 
the world to overcome the COVID challenge by 
sending its Made in India vaccines abroad. In 
response to requests from various countries and 
in keeping with India’s stated commitment to use 
India’s vaccine production and delivery capacity 
to help all of humanity fight the Covid pandemic, 
India has been supplying vaccines worldwide. 
“As of today, India has provided 5.6 million doses 
of Made in India coronavirus vaccines under 
grant assistance and 10 million doses under 
commercial supplies to a number of countries, 
including to Bhutan, Maldives, Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Myanmar, Mauritius, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, 
the UAE, Brazil, Morocco, Bahrain, Oman, Egypt, 
Algeria, Kuwait and South Africa. In the coming 
weeks, Indian vaccines are scheduled to reach 
CARICOM (Caribbean Community) countries, 
Pacific Island States, Nicaragua, Afghanistan, 
Mongolia and many others.”

Returning to the discussion on India Kuwait 
relations and the fact the two countries will be 
celebrating 60 years of diplomatic relations in 
June, the ambassador remarked: “This year is an 
important milestone in our bilateral relationship 
as we celebrate 60 years of establishment 
of diplomatic relations. India was one of the 
first countries to have recognized Kuwait’s 
sovereignty, only moments after the declaration 
of Kuwait’s independence in 1961 and 
immediately established diplomatic relations 
with the friendly State of Kuwait.”

“India and Kuwait share age old, historic 
bilateral relations, which have not only stood 
the test of time but have also blossomed into a 
vibrant partnership. I would like to call it a ‘Long 
Term Dynamic Partnership’. The relationship is 
strongly underpinned by trade and people-to-
people linkages. It is a very special relationship 
for India. Kuwait is part of India’s extended 
neighborhood and the prosperity and progress 
of this region is vital for India’s progress and 
development,”

“Our business relationship needs 
to be transformed from a buyer–seller 
relationship to a mutually beneficial deeper 
economic partnership. There are so many 
complementarities and synergies between India 

and Kuwait which when explored and realized 
to their true potential will unleash the latent 
potential of our two peoples and the conducive 
ecosystems for mutual benefit and growth.”

Since his arrival in the country, Ambassador 
George has increased interactions with the 
community, through weekly Open Houses and 
other initiatives. Elaborating on these steps to 
take cooperation and collaboration with the 
community to new heights, the ambassador 
noted: “One of the first steps that I took after 
joining the Mission in Kuwait was to start an 
Open House. It helped me to personally meet 
with the community at all levels, interact with 
them and also to understand the issues involved 
closely and directly from them. “

 He pointed out “At the same time, I do not 
see these open houses as a grievance redressal 
mechanism alone. It is much more than that. 
Of course, I look forward to listening to any 
grievances, comments and suggestions at 
these Open Houses, and those with unresolved 
grievances and difficulties are our priorities, 
and we will try to address all their concerns. 
But I would also like these open houses to be 
a platform to disseminate information on the 
activities of the Embassy in Kuwait, to bring in 
more transparency in our functioning.”

“This direct engagement with the community 
is very important, particularly when we are 
dealing with the unprecedented COVID-19 
crisis. In Kuwait, we have seen how hundreds of 

associations and groups, small and big, came 
together to help each other. The crisis is still not 
over. We in the Embassy will continue to work 
with the community to address the challenges 
faced by our community and also to spread the 
message to our people not to panic, to remain 
calm and confident. Our 24x7 helplines at the 
embassy are active. We will also continue to 
improve the Consular services of the Mission and 
keep its activities transparent,” he noted

“The Indian Embassy is a ‘Home Away from 
Home’ for the community and its doors remain 
open for all those who need love and support. 
I also see a renewed spirit and vigor within the 
community to contribute towards the larger 
objective of strengthening bilateral relations 
between our two countries. The Embassy 
looks forward to working with each of our 
diaspora members and each of the community 
associations and groups to realize these aims and 
visions.”

In response to how his relatively short 
experience in Kuwait has been so far, especially 
with ordinary Kuwaitis and the government, the 
ambassador said, “My experience in Kuwait has 
been excellent. This region is not new to me, I 
have served in this region before. I feel at home 
in this extended neighborhood of India. However, 
there are many things unique in Kuwait such as 
the culture of Diwaniyas; that I am yet to witness 

due to the ongoing COVID crisis.”
“During my short stint of about six months so 

far in this friendly country, I have been fortunate 
enough to meet many esteemed Kuwaiti 
dignitaries, officials and nationals, despite the 
Covid related restrictions. I have received such 
warm welcome from everyone, with most 
opening their hearts and minds during my 
interactions.”

He pointed out that “India–Kuwait relationship 
is a partnership not only between governments 
and officials, it is also a partnership involving 
several other stakeholders; universities, business 
establishments, industry and commercial 

chambers, factories, science and technology 
establishments, academicians, scholars, artists, 
students, innovation and research organizations, 
museums, libraries and above all our vibrant 
people to people contacts. I see a great interest 
in all these stakeholders to further deepen our 
relationship. My endeavor is to build upon this 
engagement and transform it into a deeper 
partnership.”

“The Kuwaiti leadership and the people of 
Kuwait hold the Indian Community in high 
esteem. In all my interactions so far with the 
Kuwaiti dignitaries, at all levels, they have all 
spoken highly of the community and duly 
acknowledged the immense contribution of 
the Indian community in the development of 
this country. It fills my heart with immense pride 
when I hear that. This is again a reaffirmation of 
our ethos and culture; of our hard working, law 
abiding and peace loving nature.”

Concluding the interview, Ambassador Sibi 
George extended his best wishes and that of the 
community to the leadership, the government 
and people of Kuwait on the upcoming National 
and Liberation Days and wished further 
prosperity and cooperation between India 
and Kuwait and the people of the two friendly 
nations.

Vaccine diplomacy part of long-term dynamic partnership with Kuwait

This year is an important milestone in our bilateral relationship 
as we celebrate 60 years of establishment of diplomatic relations. 
India was one of the first countries to have recognized Kuwait’s 

sovereignty, only moments after the declaration of Kuwait’s 
independence in 1961 and immediately established diplomatic 

relations with the friendly State of Kuwait.
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Scientists have worked assiduously to 
create safe and effective vaccines to 
protect people against a number of 

diseases, including the latest SARS-CoV-2 
virus behind the current global pandemic. 
The success in researching, discovering, 
formulating, testing and delivering effective 
vaccines against the SARS-CoV-2 virus in a 
relatively short span of less than a year, is 
indeed a highly commendable achievement 
by the global scientific community. 

Several companies have now launched 
innovative and well-tested forms of 
vaccines against the SARS-CoV-2 virus, and 
authorities in many countries have begun 
rolling out these vaccines with the aim of 
protecting their population against the 
infection. 

But as they say, there is no vaccine 
against the fake news on the vaccine. As 
with everything else, there are the naysayers 
who challenge the effectiveness of the 
vaccines through misinformation, and often 
deliberate fake information campaigns on 
social media that have resulted in vaccine 
hesitancy and outright opposition to the 
vaccinations in some quarters. 

The anti-vaccination lobbyists question 
the effectiveness of vaccinations and the 
research and testing conducted worldwide. 
They often base their arguments on religious 
and political dictates, and spread their 
illogical assumptions and ridiculous beliefs 
about vaccines through irresponsible social 
media platforms and posts.

Vaccinations are without any doubt the 
simple, safe, and effective way currently 
available to protect people against harmful 
diseases. It uses the body’s natural defenses 
to build resistance to specific infections and 
boosts the immune system.

Vaccines train the body’s immune system 
to create antibodies, which are produced 
when an antigen (pathogen or foreign 
substance), such as virus, bacteria, chemical 
or pollen that could cause  a disease or harm 
to the body is detected. Most vaccines are 
given by an injection, but some are given 
orally or sprayed into the nose. 

Vaccines contain inactivated or 
weakened forms of viruses or bacteria or 
other antigens that allow the body to build 
antibodies against this form of pathogen. 
The vaccine content does not cause any 
disease nor include any risk of complications.  
The advantage of a vaccination is that it 
provides the body with protection from 
infection if the person comes in contact 
with the pathogen as their body will have 
developed sufficient antibodies to tackle 
the pathogens.

The past two decades have seen the 
application of molecular genetics in 
vaccination research and development. 
These molecular techniques have been 
providing researchers with increased 
insights into immunology, microbiology 
and genomics and their application to 
vaccinology. Several of the latest vaccines 
against COVID-19 are the result of molecular 
research.

Here we expose some of the irrational 
comments by anti-vaxxers — the group 
opposed to the current vaccines against the 
pandemic.
Vaccines are not safe, because they 
were developed too quickly: Scientists 
developed the COVID-19 vaccines in a 
record one year. The closest previous record 
breaker was the mumps vaccine, which took 
four years to develop.

There are a number of factors behind the 
speedy discovery, including that although 
SARS-CoV-2 was new to science, researchers 
have been studying coronaviruses for 
decades. They did not have to begin their 

research from scratch. In addition, the 
COVID vaccine development involved a 
worldwide collaboration and funding for 
research was abundant from a wide range 
of stakeholders.

Moreover, under normal circumstances, 
clinical trials are run sequentially. But in this 
instance, scientists could run some trials 
simultaneously, which saved a great deal of 
time.

In short: identifying the virus was quicker 
as we have had experience with similar 
pathogens earlier; technology has moved 
on since the 1980s; every government on 
earth had a vested interest; and there were 
few financial restraints.
Vaccine will alter the DNA: Some COVID-19 
vaccines are based on molecular genetics 
involving an innovative messenger RNA 
(mRNA) technology. These vaccines work 
differently to traditional types of vaccines. 

Traditional vaccines usually inject an 
inactivated pathogen to ‘train’ the body 
to produce antibodies, an mRNA vaccine 
delivers the instructions for making a 
pathogen’s protein directly to our cells. 
Once the protein is created, the immune 
system responds to it, priming it to respond 
to future attacks by the same pathogen. 
Moreover, the mRNA does not remain in the 
body; once it delivers the instruction to the 
cell, the mRNA is broken down by the cell. In 
fact, the mRNA will not even reach the cell’s 
nucleus, which is where our DNA is housed.
COVID-19 vaccines can give you 
COVID-19: Regardless of the type of 
vaccine, none of them contain the live virus. 
Any side effects, such as headache or chills, 
are due to the immune response and not an 
infection.
COVID-19 vaccines can make you 
infertile: There is totally no evidence that 
the COVID-19 vaccines impact fertility. 
Similarly, there is no evidence that they will 
endanger future pregnancies.

The rumor appears to have begun 
courtesy of one German doctor, Dr. 
Wolfgang Wodarg, a long-time anti-vaxxer 
with a history of skepticism toward vaccines. 
He has been quoted widely on social media 
after he said that the spike protein coded 
by the mRNA-based vaccines could impact 
a protein called syncytin-1, which is vital 
for the placenta to remain attached to the 
uterus during pregnancy. 

However, repeated studies by the scientific 
community have shown that, although the 
spike protein does share a few amino acids 
in common with syncytin-1, they are not 
similar to confuse the immune system, and 
that there is absolutely no evidence of any 
COVID-19 vaccine affecting fertility.
COVID-19 vaccine contains fetal tissue: 
A favorite reason quoted by many anti-
abortionists and religious groups is that 
the vaccines contain fetal tissue from live 
fetuses. The truth is, nNeither the COVID-19 
vaccines nor any other vaccine contains any 
tissue from fetuses.

There are also many misconceptions 
about the vaccine.
People who had COVID-19 do not need 
the vaccine: Even people who have tested 
positive for SARS-CoV-2 in the past should 
be vaccinated. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in 
the United States, “Due to the severe health 
risks associated with COVID-19 and the fact 
that reinfection with COVID-19 is possible, 

one should take the vaccine regardless of 
whether they already had a SARS-CoV-2 
infection.”

There is also a chance that the initial test 
produced a false positive — in other words, 
the test was positive, but there was no viral 
infection. For this reason, it is better to err 
on the side of caution.
Vaccine prevents transmission of the 
virus: COVID-19 vaccines are designed to 
prevent people from becoming ill following 
a SARS-CoV-2 infection. However, a person 
who has been vaccinated may still be able 
to carry the virus, which means that they 
might also be able to transmit it.

Because scientists do not yet know 
whether the vaccines will prevent infection, 
once a person has been vaccinated, 
they should continue to wear a mask in 
public, wash their hands, and practice 
physical social distancing and follow other 
recommended health guidelines.
Vaccine protects against COVID-19 for 
life: Because scientists have only been 
studying the virus for around a year, we do 
not know how long immunity will last. 

 CONTINUED ON  PAGE 13

Busting fake news on COVID-19 vaccine 
Vaccines prevent more than two million deaths annually says the World Health Organization (WHO). A study by the 

WHO shows that between 2010 and 2015, inoculation drives worldwide saved an estimated 10 million lives. 

HEALTH
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 Thought
  for the         e

week
- Desmond Tutu

South African archbishop

If you are neutral in situations 
of injustice, you have chosen the 

side of the oppressor. 

This classic carrot soup is  wonderful to serve with your favorite winter 
salads, or sandwiches.  A tip, roast the carrots to help to caramelize 

the natural sugars and add a delightful flavor to this soup.
Preparation Time: 35 to 40 min.
Serving : 4

Ingredients
4 carrots
2 tsp olive oil
1/2 tsp chopped garlic
1 tsp celery finely chopped
1/2 cup finely chopped onion
1 tsp rosemary
1 bay leaf
2 tbsp carrots finely chopped
Salt to taste
1/2, tsp pepper powder
1 tsp butter
4 cups water or vegetable stock

For garnishing:
Fried thin slices of carrots
Cream

Directions 
• Roast the carrots on low flame. Heat the olive oil in a pan, add bay 

leaf, onion, garlic, celery, chopped carrots and roasted carrots, 
which are to be cut  into chunks.

• Sauté well for a few minutes. Add two cups of water. When it starts 
to look slightly soft, turn off the gas. Take out the bay leaf, add 
Rosemary. Place this mixture into a blender. 

• Puree until the mixture is smooth.
• Transfer the carrot puree to a heavy cooking pot. Pour in water or 

stock as required, followed by a dash of salt, black pepper powder, 
and slivers of butter.

• Place the pot on medium heat and watch carefully as the soup 
bubbles. Stir occasionally.

• Once heated through, remove from the stove.
• Transfer to serving bowls.  Garnish with cream and fried carrots. 

Serve with your favorite bread.

RECIPE

Burnt Carrot Rosemary Soup

Chef Chhaya Thakker

Indian Chef Chhaya Thakker, who has a huge following online 
on WhatsApp and YouTube will be sharing her favorite recipes 
and cooking tips with readers of The Times Kuwait. For feedback, 
you can write to editortimeskuwait@gmail.com 

Cook
Spaghetti
Squash
Here, three simple methods for making spaghetti 
squash: in the oven, in the microwave, and in an 
Instant Pot. Take your pick.

Spaghetti squash is a pretty incredible veggie. 
While it does not exactly taste like the silky, creamy 
carbohydrate that shares its name, spaghetti squash 
does look nearly identical to a thin noodle and can 
take on many of the same flavors. This squash is a low-
calorie, antioxidant rich veggie that can be transformed 
into a cheesy casserole or a nutty side dish. 

Here are three ways to easily cook spaghetti 
squash—roasted in the oven, steamed in a 
microwave, and pressure cooked in an Instant Pot. 

Cook Spaghetti Squash in the Oven
With a drizzle of olive oil and 45 minutes in the 

oven, the unassuming squash transforms into tender, 
spaghetti-like strands. Be sure to start with a sharp 
knife, and slice the squash lengthwise. After you 
have sliced a little more than three-quarters of the 
way through, you can break the two halves apart 
with your hands. And that’s it! No more cutting 
necessary—the squash does the rest of the work on 
its own. Before you roast it, you will want to scoop 
out the seeds—which can be tossed in oil and spices 
and roasted for a seasonal snack. 

Use your hands to rub the squash halves in oil 
(being sure to cover the edges and the cavity), then 
place it cut-side down on the baking sheet. You will 
know it is ready if the squash feels tender when 
pierced and the underside has become beautifully 

golden brown. If you are serving the squash as a side 
dish, scrape the strands out of the squash with a fork, 
then top with salt, a few grinds of black pepper, and 
freshly-grated Parmesan. But do not stop there. Top 
with a black bean slaw and avocado for a lightened-
up burrito bowl (which can be served directly in the 
squash) or serve with marinara sauce for a healthier 
take on traditional spaghetti. When choosing a 
squash, keep in mind that the larger the squash, the 
better the flavor.

Cook Spaghetti Squash in the Microwave
Prepping spaghetti squash could not be easier. 

Unlike some varieties of squash, spaghetti squash 
does not need to be peeled before cooking, since 
the “spaghetti” gets pulled and shredded from the 
skin. To cook spaghetti squash in the microwave, 
follow the initial prep steps as noted below (cutting 
in half lengthwise and de-seeding). Then, place the 
squash cut-side down in a 9”x13” glass baking dish. 
Pierce the skin several times with a fork, which will 
help the steam penetrate the thickest parts of the 
squash. Add one cup of water, or enough to fill the 

baking dish about halfway. Microwave on high for 
15 minutes, until the squash is fully cooked and the 
“spaghetti” tastes al dente. Cover your baking dish 
with a microwave-safe lid to prevent the water from 
boiling over, and using pot holders when removing 
the baking dish from the microwave since it will be 
very hot. Spaghetti squash cooked in the microwave 
takes just 15 minutes. For a simple side that enhances 
the mild flavor of the spaghetti squash, toss the 
strands with maple syrup, cinnamon, nutmeg, salt, 
and black pepper. For a low-carb version of a simple 
pasta dish, mix the “spaghetti” with marinara sauce, 
ricotta cheese, fresh basil, salt, and pepper.

Cook Spaghetti Squash in an Instant Pot
This fast, hands-off method takes about 20 minutes 

from start to finish, which makes it the perfect tool 
for tackling weeknight, family-friendly dinners. Our 
3 pound spaghetti squash cooked in 10 minutes on 
the “Pressure Cooker” setting, so you may need to 
increase the cook time if your squash is significantly 
larger. To cook spaghetti squash in an Instant Pot, 
place both halves of the prepared spaghetti squash 
on top of the steam rack with one cup of water. Turn 
on the “Pressure Cooker” setting and move the steam 
valve to “sealing.” Set the timer for 10 minutes, then 
wait for the Instant Pot to heat up. Once the spaghetti 
squash is done cooking, carefully release the steam 
using the “Quick Release” method and transfer the 
squash to a plate. Spaghetti squash makes a delicious 
veggie side with Teriyaki Salmon or as an easy add-
on to Chicken with Salsa, Olives, and Lime. You can 
also use it in place of spaghetti in some best pasta 
dishes like Spaghetti with Shrimp, Feta, and Dill or as 
a low-carb twist on classic Spaghetti and Meatballs 
and Chicken Parmesan.

Spaghetti squash vary in size—while the majority 
of spaghetti squashes found in grocery stores weigh 
between 4 and 7 pounds, smaller squashes that weigh 
around 2 pounds can still produce a large serving 
of “spaghetti.” Consider the size of your Instant Pot 
when choosing which size spaghetti squash to buy. 
Smaller squashes fit snugly in a 3 quart Instant Pot, so 
a larger model will be more accommodating for an 
even bulkier gourd.
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In his autobiography, Singapore’s founding 
father, Lee Kuan Yew, told the story of how 
leadership and grit transformed a tiny 

nation on a sandbar into an open, competitive, 
and prosperous metropolis.

In the decades since, Singapore has been 
governed by a famously efficient and graft-
free political class, and it now boasts a highly 
skilled workforce. In the United Nations 
Development Programme’s latest Human 
Development Index (HDI) — first conceived 
30 years ago by the Nobel laureate Amartya 
Sen and the economist Mahbub ul Haq — the 
country ranks eleventh out of 189 overall.

But when the HDI is adjusted to consider 
carbon dioxide emissions and so-called 
material footprint — which measures the 
share of global extraction of raw materials 
in a country’s final demand — Singapore’s 
rank drops by 92 positions. No country 
has ever managed to reach a high level of 
human development with low resource use, 
and Singapore, having virtually no natural 
resources of its own, imports almost all of 
the commodities it needs. There is nothing 
unusual about this; Singapore is emblematic 
of growth across the planet. But the natural 
environment cannot sustain this form of 
growth and development.

The intense pressure that our current 
development models are putting on local 
ecosystems is perhaps most clearly illustrated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. A tiny pathogen 
has laid bare massive vulnerabilities and gross 
inequalities in even the strongest and most 
prosperous societies, with economic and 
social imbalances reinforcing the damage 
inflicted by the pandemic. As the disease 
spread, we learned that the collective action 
needed to confront such a challenge becomes 
far more difficult when domestic divisions 
and international rivalries prevail over global 
solidarity.

But while Singapore-style development 
is not sustainable, it is also not feasible to 
reframe development as a trade-off between 
people’s livelihoods and saving trees. That is 
a central argument in the UNDP’s new Human 
Development Report (HDR), which examines 
new or underused pathways to achieving 
human and environmental well-being. In 

the future, we must encourage countries to 
pursue prosperity while minimizing their 
carbon footprint by applying the knowledge, 
science, and technology now at our disposal.

The report reimagines the future role of 
governments, but it is clear that they will 
not bear sole responsibility for the vital 

choices that must be made in the coming 
years. The HDR also calls for a socially and 
environmentally responsible private sector 
that regards embracing nature as being in its 
own interest and helps to reshape norms and 
incentives for climate action.

Four important areas for action stand out. 
First, cities — which account for 85 percent of 
energy output and 75 percent of CO2 emissions 

— now need to pave the way for green renewal. 
The HDR highlights a role for cities as theaters 
for green action: pricing the true social cost of 
carbon, protecting green spaces and planting 
trees, and cleaning waterways and seas of the 
plastic garbage that is devastating marine life.

Second, in addition to action by cities 
and national pledges, including in the Asia-

Pacific region, to become carbon-neutral 
over the next few decades, ordinary citizens 
must adapt their ways of life. The HDR urges 
people to reconsider what they value highly, 
and to change what they consume and how 
they produce, commute, and invest. This is not 
impossible. Throughout history, we have seen 

that social norms and behavior can change. 
Tobacco use, for example, has become socially 
stigmatized, leading to a decline in smoking, 
and mask-wearing has become the norm in 
many places during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Third, while behavioral change can stem 
from hard incentives (say, higher tobacco 
taxes) and regulations, it can also be inspired 
by collective calls to action, such as those 
urging large and small institutional investors 
to finance new green technologies.

Private money must match public funding, 
reinforced by plugging local and international 
tax loopholes and withdrawing unnecessary 
subsidies. The subsidy on fossil fuels alone 
costs the world economy $5 trillion a year. In 
the Asia-Pacific region, such subsidies can 

equal more than 50 percent of a country’s 
health or education budget. The right taxes 
on carbon, financial transactions, and extreme 
wealth can raise an additional $200 billion 
annually for green investments, according 
to the Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network’s report on SDG costing and 
financing for low-income countries. Financial 
constraints clearly need not impede the 
transition to a green economy.

Finally, we must understand that nature is 
not our adversary. The HDR documents 20 cost-
effective actions related to forests, wetlands, 
and grasslands that can lead to 37 percent 
of the mitigation needed to keep global 
temperatures within 2°C of pre-industrial levels. 
Reforestation alone accounts for two-thirds of 
this potential. Recognizing and protecting the 
local communities that are nature’s stewards 
will be key. The contribution of the Amazon’s 
indigenous peoples to preserving forest 
storage capacity, for example, now equals the 
per capita greenhouse-gas emissions of the 
top 1 percent of global emitters.

Sen and ul Haq’s original index of human 
progress introduced a new way to measure 
how well societies manage to reach their 
potential. When adjusted for planetary stress 
today, however, the index shows how their 
choices are being radically constricted. Instead 
of passively awaiting our fate, we must use our 
knowledge, reason, and agency to establish 
new development models and shape our 
collective fortunes.

Overcoming Climate Challenge
to Human Development

KANNI WIGNARAJA
UN Assistant Secretary-General and 
UNDP Regional Director for Asia and 
the Pacific.

The subsidy on fossil fuels alone costs the 
world economy $5 trillion a year. In the 

Asia-Pacific region, such subsidies can equal 
more than 50 percent of a country’s health or 

education budget.
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Busting fake news on COVID-19 vaccine 
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

According to the WHO: “It is too early to know 
if COVID-19 vaccines will provide long-term 
protection. However, it is encouraging that 
available data suggest that most people 
who recover from COVID-19 develop an 
immune response that provides at least some 
period of protection against reinfection — 
although we are still learning how strong this 
protection is and how long it lasts.”
People with preexisting conditions cannot 
take the vaccine: This is untrue. People with 
most preexisting conditions — including 
heart disease, diabetes, and lung disease — 

can take a COVID-19 vaccine safely. However, 
if anyone is concerned, it is always advisable 
to speak with a doctor.

In fact, because pre existing conditions, 
such as obesity and heart disease, can 
increase the risk of developing more severe 
COVID-19 symptoms, being vaccinated 
is even more important for people with 
preexisting health issues.

There is an exception: individuals who 
are allergic to any of the components of the 
vaccine should not have the shot. Anyone 
who has had an allergic reaction to any 
vaccine in the past should speak with their 
doctor.

Older adults cannot have the vaccine: This 
is a myth. Currently, in most countries where 
officials are rolling out the vaccine, older adults 
are being prioritized, as they are most at risk of 
severe illness. Also, some of the clinical trials 
had specific subgroups that included older 
adults to check the vaccine’s safety in this 
population.

A reason behind this misconception is that in 
Norway, 23 frail older adults died shortly after 
they received the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. The 
Norwegian Medicines Agency (NOMA), which is 
currently investigating the situation, has found 
that the deaths occurred among very frail 
patients with other serious diseases. Moreover, 

the common adverse reactions to vaccinations, 
such as fever, nausea, and diarrhea, “may 
aggravate underlying disease in the elderly.”

However, it bears to remember that in 
this internet-fueled era, rumors and fake 
news spread faster than any virus. The rapid 
proliferation of news along with a dose of fear 
and anxiety provides the perfect conditions 
for dangerous myths to grow and spread 
like wildfire. The COVID-19  situation and the 
science fighting it are evolving rapidly, and the 
best advice is to ensure that you always take 
information from reliable sources and do not 
pay attention to powerful but misleading social 
media posts.
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C limate scientists have known for years 
that the Arctic is warming far faster 
than anywhere else on the planet. 

But even those of us who follow the Arctic 
closely were shocked by the changes that 
occurred in 2020, a year of broken records, 
retreating glaciers, and shattering ice sheets. 
The alarm bells are ringing louder than ever: 
we must urgently and drastically reduce our 
greenhouse-gas emissions.

Last year, temperatures in the Arctic 
Circle reached their highest-ever recorded 
levels. A heat wave in Arctic Siberia brought 
temperatures of 38°C (100°F) – 18°C 
higher than the average maximum daily 
temperature in past years. Meanwhile, fierce 
Arctic wildfires released a record-breaking 
level of carbon dioxide and set a new 
pollution record for the region.

With the heat turned up, the Arctic 
landscape has been changing fast. For the 
first time since records began, sea ice in the 
Arctic’s Eurasian sector had not yet begun 
freezing in October. The previous month, 
an ice sheet the size of Paris broke off from 
Greenland’s largest glacier shelf, and in July, 
Canada’s intact ice shelf, more than 4,000 
years old, fragmented. As Arctic ice melts, sea 
levels rise, threatening countries worldwide.

Over the last year, scientists have also 
spotted worrying signs of future climate 
breakdown. As higher temperatures cause 
Arctic plants to grow taller, permafrost is 
thawing faster – a process that releases 
enormous amounts of carbon dioxide and 
methane (a far more potent greenhouse 
gas than CO2), accelerating the temperature 
rise. Last year, a 164-foot-deep crater or 

‘funnel’, one of many reported in recent 
years, was found in northern Siberia after an 
underground pocket of methane, formed 
by melting permafrost, burst through the 
tundra.

The consequences of climate collapse 
in the Arctic are wide-ranging. A fuel tank 
cracked open in the Russian Arctic after 

settling into softened permafrost, releasing 
about 150,000 barrels of diesel into a river. 
A Human Rights Watch report found that 
climate-related changes in animal migration 
patterns are making it harder for indigenous 
communities in Canada to find food or 
traverse previously frozen bodies of water. 
And coastal villages can be devastated when 
fish species migrate to escape warming 

waters.
These stories might seem distant, even 

abstract, to most readers. But this will not 
remain true for long. If the events of 2020 
have shown us anything, it is that what 
happens in the Arctic does not stay there. 
On the contrary, rising Arctic temperatures 
threaten to trigger a devastating domino 
effect that ends in global catastrophe.

That is because of two powerful natural 
phenomena. First, Arctic warming weakens 
the jet stream — the river of air that flows 

FOCUS

high above Earth’s surface.
The jet stream is propelled by the contrast 

between the planet’s frozen poles and its 
hot equator. As that contrast is diminished, 
the jet stream slows and even stagnates. 
Scientists believe this change in the jet 
stream is behind a number of deadly weather 
events, including wildfires in California and 
Siberia, extreme winter storms in the Eastern 

United States, and record-high temperatures 
in the Mojave Desert.

The second way Arctic warming affects 
the rest of the world is by disrupting the 
polar vortex, a low-pressure weather system 
that sits above each pole and keeps cold 
air there. As the Arctic warms, the cold air 
contained in the polar vortex is thought to be 
displaced and moved to the south, leading 
to extreme and unusual cold weather in 
faraway places. This winter, Italy, Japan, and 
Spain experienced extreme snowfall.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, ‘build 
back better’ has become something of a 
mantra. Measures to preserve the Arctic must 
be at the center of this effort. To aid in this 
process, Arctic Basecamp, which I founded, 
will be developing an open-access Arctic Risk 
platform this year, to highlight early warning 
signs of emerging risks caused by changes in 
the Arctic ecosystem.

Fortunately, a growing number of 
decision-makers seem to recognize the 
Arctic’s critical importance. The World 
Economic Forum’s recently released ‘Global 
Risks Report 2021’ ranked extreme weather, 
weak climate action, and human-induced 
environmental damage among the most 
likely, and highest-impact,  risks we face over 
the next decade. During the WEF’s Davos 
Agenda week, I led a high-level panel aimed 
at accelerating progress toward protecting 
this critical region.

It is comforting to imagine the Arctic as a 
snowy faraway place, populated by reindeer 
and polar bears. In fact, it is a cornerstone of 
the climate system that keeps our weather 
stable, our communities habitable, and 
our economies prosperous. And it is under 
immense pressure. Relieving that pressure, 
especially by ending all mining for oil and gas, 
is a prerequisite for a more sustainable and 
equitable world.

Arctic on the Frontlines
GAIL WHITEMAN
Founder of Arctic Basecamp, a team of 
Arctic experts and scientists.

 If the events of 2020 have shown us anything, 
it is that what happens in the Arctic does 

not stay there. On the contrary, rising Arctic 
temperatures threaten to trigger a devastating 
domino effect that ends in global catastrophe.
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COVID-19 has exposed the myriad 
weaknesses of modern capitalism. 
And in many countries, past cuts 

to social services and public health have 
amplified the damage wrought by the 
pandemic, while other self-inflicted 
wounds to the state have led to inadequate 
policy coordination and implementation. 
Mass testing and tracking, production of 
medical equipment, and education during 
lockdowns have all suffered as a result.

By contrast, countries and states 
that have invested in their public-sector 
capabilities have performed much better 
overall. This has been most striking in the 
developing world, where Vietnam and the 
Indian state of Kerala stand out.

Instead of acting as investors of first 
resort, far too many governments have 
become passive lenders of last resort, 
addressing problems only after they arise. 
But as we should have learned during the 
post-2008 Great Recession, it costs far more 
to bail out national economies during a 
crisis than it does to maintain a proactive 
approach to public investment.

Too many governments failed to heed 
that lesson. Faced with another society-
wide challenge, it is now clear that they have 
relinquished their proper role in shaping 
markets, allowing public institutions to be 
hollowed out through outsourcing and 
other false efficiencies. The retreat of the 
public sector has given way to the idea 
that entrepreneurship and wealth creation 
are the exclusive preserve of business, a 
perspective endorsed even by those who 
advocate ‘stakeholder value’.

In fact, the more we subscribe to 
the myth of private-sector superiority, 
the worse off we will be in the face of 
future crises. To ‘build back better’ from 
the current one, as US President Joe 
Biden’s administration and many other 
governments have committed to do, will 
require renewing the public sector, not just 
by redesigning policy and expanding the 
state’s organizational capabilities, but by 
reviving the narrative of government as a 
source of value creation.

As I explain in my new book Mission 
Economy: A Moonshot Guide to Changing 
Capitalism, landing a man on the moon 
required both an extremely capable public 
sector and a purpose-driven partnership 
with the private sector. Because we have 
dismantled these capabilities, we cannot 
hope to repeat earlier successes, let alone 
achieve ambitious targets such as those 
outlined in the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the Paris climate 
agreement.

The Apollo program demonstrated 
how a clearly defined outcome can drive 
organizational change at all levels, through 
multi-sector public-private collaboration, 

mission-oriented procurement contracts, 
and state-driven innovation and risk taking. 
Moreover, such ventures tend to create 
spillovers — software, camera phones, 
baby formula — that have far-reaching 
benefits.

The original moonshot model offers 
insights and inspiration for pursuing 

‘earthshots’ today. For example, to achieve 
the 17 SDGs, we should transform each into 
several clearly defined missions that would 
lay the groundwork for more multisectoral, 
bottom-up innovation. A plastic-free ocean, 
for example, will require investment and 
innovation in areas as different as marine 
transport, biotech, chemicals, waste 
management, and design. That is what the 
Apollo program did by sparking innovation 
in aeronautics, nutrition, materials science, 
electronics, software, and other areas.

A mission-oriented approach is not 

about government ‘picking winners’, but 
about choosing directions for change, like 
a green transition, that require investment 
and innovation in many sectors. The full 
power of policy instruments should be 
used to create projects that elicit solutions 
from many different willing actors. NASA 
designed its procurement contracts to 
focus on goals, while encouraging bottom-
up solutions and including ‘no excess 
profits’ clauses and fixed costs, so that 
going to the moon involved sharing both 
risks and rewards. This is an important 
lesson for many governments that have 
suffered higher costs and lower quality 
from outsourcing.

Earthshots have much in common 

with moonshots, but the two are not 
synonymous. Among their similarities, 
both require bold, visionary leadership 
from governments that have been properly 
equipped to ‘think big and go big’. Consider 
the COVID-19 vaccine. The collective spirit 
and outcome-driven approach to vaccine 
research and development last year 
recalled the Apollo program.

While technological breakthroughs can 
provide new tools, they are not necessarily 
solutions in themselves. Earthshots require 
attention to political, regulatory, and 
behavioral changes. Safe and effective 
vaccines were created and tested in record 
time through public-private collaborations, 
with public investment proving absolutely 
crucial. But a disparity in vaccine acquisition 
between high-income and lower-income 
countries appeared immediately and has 
only deepened.

When it comes to an earthshot like global 
vaccination, technological innovation is 
only as useful as its real-world application. 

‘Vaccine apartheid’, rather than a ‘People’s 
Vaccine’, would constitute a moral and 
economic catastrophe. If pharmaceutical 
companies are serious about their stated 
support for the principle of stakeholder 
value, they should be sharing COVID-19 
vaccine patents, data, and know-how 
through the COVID-19 Technology Access 
Pool, which remains unused.

Governments, too, must truly embrace 
the principle of stakeholder value, 
which does not apply only to corporate 
governance. Public-private collaborations 
also must be governed in the public interest, 

and not repeat the failures associated with 
today’s digital economy, which emerged 
in its current form after the state provided 
the technological foundation and then 
neglected to regulate what was built on it. 
As a result, a few dominant Big Tech firms 
have ushered in a new age of algorithmic 
value extraction, benefiting the few at the 
expense of the many.

Technology alone will never solve social 
and economic problems. In applying the 
moonshot principle to complex challenges 
here on earth, policymakers must pay 
attention to myriad other social, political, 
technological, and behavioral factors, and 
capture a common vision across civil society, 
business, and public institutions.

Thus, earthshots must also involve 
extensive citizen engagement. Carbon 
neutrality, for example, must be designed 
with citizens where they live, such as social 
housing. By truly adopting an inclusive 
stakeholder approach, a mission can 
develop into a powerful civic platform 
and an engine of sustainable growth, as 
envisioned in calls for a Green New Deal, 
Health for All, and plans to bridge the 
digital divide.

These lessons could not be more 
relevant to the Biden administration, 
which will be able to tap the power of an 
existing entrepreneurial state comprising 
organizations like the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency and the National 
Institutes of Health, which invests up to $40 
billion per year in drug innovation.

There is now a huge opportunity 
to pursue industrial policies beyond 
traditional sectoral and technological silos, 
and to restore mission-driven governance 
in the public interest. A modern industrial 
strategy aimed at a Green Renaissance, for 
example, would require all sectors — from 
artificial intelligence and transportation 
to agriculture and nutrition — to innovate 
and pivot in a new direction. President 
John F. Kennedy had his moonshot. Biden’s 
mission is to bring it home.

 If the events of 2020 have shown us anything, 
it is that what happens in the Arctic does 

not stay there. On the contrary, rising Arctic 
temperatures threaten to trigger a devastating 
domino effect that ends in global catastrophe.
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How Joe Biden handles China will 
be one of the defining issues of his 
presidency. He inherits a Sino-American 

relationship that is at its lowest point in 50 years. 
Some people blame this on his predecessor, 
Donald Trump. But Trump merits blame for 
pouring gasoline on a fire. It was China’s leaders 
who lit and kindled the flames.

Over the past decade, Chinese leaders 
abandoned Deng Xiaoping’s moderate policy 
of ‘Hide your strength, bide your time’. They 
became more assertive in many ways; building 
and militarizing artificial islands in the South 
China Sea, intruding into waters near Japan 
and Taiwan, launching incursions into India 
along the countries’ Himalayan border, and 
coercing Australia economically when it dared 
to criticize China.

On trade, China tilted the playing field by 
subsidizing state-owned enterprises and forcing 
foreign companies to transfer intellectual 
property to Chinese partners. Trump responded 
clumsily with tariffs on allies as well as on China, 
but he had strong bipartisan support when he 
excluded companies like Huawei, whose plans 
to build 5G networks posed a security threat.

At the same time, however, the United 
States and China remain interdependent, both 
economically and on ecological issues that 
transcend the bilateral relationship. The US 
cannot decouple its economy completely from 
China without enormous costs.

During the Cold War, the US and the Soviet 
Union had almost no economic or other 

interdependence. In contrast, US-China trade 
amounts to some $500 billion annually, and 
the two sides engage in extensive exchanges 
of students and visitors. Even more important, 
China has learned to harness the power of 
markets to authoritarian control in ways the 
Soviets never mastered, and China is more 
countries’ trading partner than the US is.

Given China’s population size and rapid 
economic growth, some pessimists believe that 
shaping Chinese behavior is impossible. But this 
is not true if one thinks in terms of alliances. The 
combined wealth of the developed democracies 

— the US, Japan, and Europe — far exceeds that 
of China. This reinforces the importance of the 
Japan-US alliance for the stability and prosperity 
of East Asia and the world economy. At the end 
of the Cold War, many on both sides considered 
the alliance a relic of the past; in fact, it is vital 
for the future.

US administrations once hoped that China 
would become a ‘responsible stakeholder’ in 
the international order. But President Xi Jinping 
has led his country in a more confrontational 
direction. A generation ago, the US supported 
China’s membership in the World Trade 

Organization, but there was little reciprocity; on 
the contrary, China tilted the playing field.

Critics in the US often accuse Presidents 
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush of naiveté 
in thinking that a policy of engagement 
could accommodate China. But history is not 
that simple. Clinton’s China policy did offer 
engagement, but it also hedged that bet by 
reaffirming its security relationship with Japan 
as the key to managing China’s geopolitical rise. 
There were three major powers in East Asia, and 
if the US remained aligned with Japan (now the 
world’s third-largest national economy), the two 
countries could shape the environment in which 
China’s power grew.

Moreover, if China tried to push the US 
beyond the first island chain as part of a military 
strategy to expel it from the region, Japan, 
which constitutes the most important part 
of that chain, remained willing to contribute 
generous host-country support for the 50,000 
US troops based there. Today, Kurt Campbell, a 
thoughtful and skilled implementer of Clinton’s 
policy, is the key coordinator for the Indo-Pacific 
on Biden’s National Security Council.The alliance 
with Japan enjoys strong support in the US. 

Since 2000, former Deputy Secretary of State 
Richard Armitage and I have issued a series of 
bipartisan reports on the strategic relationship. 
In our fifth report, released on 7 December, 
2020 by the non-partisan Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, we argue that Japan, 
like many other Asian countries, does not want 
to be dominated by China. It is now taking a 
leading role in the alliance: setting the regional 
agenda, championing free-trade agreements 
and multilateral cooperation, and implementing 
new strategies to shape a regional order.

Former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
spearheaded a reinterpretation of Article 9 of 
Japan’s post-war constitution, to strengthen the 
country’s defense capabilities under the United 
Nations Charter, and, after Trump withdrew 
from the Trans-Pacific Partnership, he preserved 
the regional trade pact as the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement for TPP. Abe also 
led quadrilateral consultations with India and 
Australia regarding stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Fortunately, this regional leadership is likely 
to continue under Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, 
who was Abe’s chief cabinet secretary and is 
likely to continue his policies. Common interests 
and shared democratic values continue to form 
the bedrock of the alliance with America, and 
public opinion polls in Japan show that trust in 
the US has never been higher. It is not surprising 
that one of Biden’s first calls to foreign leaders 
after his inauguration was to Suga, to assure him 
of America’s continued commitment to strategic 
partnership with Japan.

The Japan-US alliance remains popular in 
both countries, which need each other more 
than ever. Together, they can balance China’s 
power and cooperate with China in areas like 
climate change, biodiversity, and pandemics, 
as well as on working toward a rules-based 
international economic order. For these reasons, 
as the Biden administration develops its strategy 
to cope with China’s continued rise, the alliance 
with Japan will remain a top priority.

Biden’s Asian Triangle
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