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The highlight of a one-day an-
nual summit of leaders of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC) states held last week was 
undoubtedly the healing of the three-
and-half year rift between Qatar and 
its estranged neighbors, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates, 
as well as Egypt. At their summit on 
Tuesday 5 January, in the scenic Al-Ula 
governorate of Saudi Arabia, the leaders 
signed a ‘solidarity and stability’ agree-
ment towards ending the diplomatic 
squabble that had raised serious ques-
tions on unity and solidarity among 
GCC states, and the long-term stability 
of this geo-politically sensitive area.

The solidarity and stability 
agreement paved the way for the six 
leaders to sign the Al-Ula Declaration 

at the end of their summit. The 
comprehensive communique issued 
after the summit underscored the need 

for greater cohesion among the GCC 
states to tackle the many challenges 
confronting the region, including the 

economy, the ongoing pandemic 
and more importantly the solidarity, 
security and stability of the GCC.

In the days leading up the summit 
there were indications of an impending 
rapprochement between the two 
sides. Early signs of a reconciliation 
emerged on Monday, with the Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
saying during an appearance on state-
run news agency that the GCC summit 
will be “inclusive”, and that it could 
lead the states toward “reunification 
and solidarity in facing the challenges 
of our region”. 

Reiterating the sentiment expressed 
by the Saudi Crown Prince, the UAE 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Anwar Gargash, an outspoken critic of 
Qatar during the conflict, described 
the upcoming summit as “historic”. In 
his Twitter post, the minister said the 
upcoming summit  “would restore our 
Gulf cohesion and ensure that security, 
stability and prosperity is our top priority.”
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Adasat App is a premier online 
platform, and the first app in the 
Middle East, that caters to all your 

eyecare needs, including prescription 
and colored contact lenses and eyecare 
products from leading global brands.

General Manager Dr. Omar Qadan, 
eyecare professional and contact lens 
consultant, spoke to The Times Kuwait in an 
exclusive interview regarding the apps’ rise 
to popularity, the many special offers and 
the company’s vibrant customer base.

He began by highlighting the wealth 
of experience in the contact lens industry 
that the company’s founders bring to the 
business. With over 25 years of experience 

in the optics industry the founders came 
together to form the company in 2017, 
with the aim of providing an online app for 
buying colored and transparent medical 
lenses in one place, as well as quality eyecare 
products and cosmetics, said Dr. Qadan.

Outlining the distinctive aspects of the 
company, Dr. Qadan continued, “What 
distinguishes us from others is that we now 
have more than 46 lens brands and more 
than 500 lens colors in addition to eyecare 
and eye make-up products.”

Elaborating on the company’s policy of 

providing customers with attractive special 
offers, he noted, “When we receive any 
special offers from our suppliers, we pass it 
on to the customer as we want to pass on 
the maximum benefits to our customer.

Revealing the various prestigious global 
brands that they are the authorized resellers 
of, Dr. Qadan explained that deals had 
been signed with several large companies 
and distributors of contact lenses to retail 
their stock on the Adasat app so as to offer 
multiple options to customers.

The app is marketed via social media 
platforms to share with customers the latest 
brands, amazing offers and beauty advice 
from the app. They have active social media 
handles, and regularly collaborate with 
popular beauty influencers to help market 
their products.

Clarifying the quality and safety of 
products sold on the app, Dr. Qadan 
stressed that all their products are perfectly 
safe as the app is licensed by the Ministry 
of Health in Kuwait and the products have 
FDA, CE and ISO certifications. Customers 
are recommended medical lenses based on 
tests, as well as taking into consideration 
their lifestyle and work nature. 

About the brands featured in their 
catalog, Dr. Qadan said, “We are very 
particular when it comes to choosing 
brands to include on our app. We subject 
each product to a very vigorous in-house 
testing process and provide feedback to the 
product manufacturers so that the products 
we feature meet the needs and wants of our 
customers.”

Aside from its diverse and wide-ranging 
collection of lenses, Adasat also prides 
itself on its speedy delivery to make sure 
customers get their products swiftly. “We 
are distinct from other services in the speed 
of our product delivery, as the company 
has more than 12 drivers and cars available, 
under a plan to cover all areas of Kuwait on 
the same day.”

Adasat also has a strong customer service 
department, Dr. Qadan remarked, “There is 
diligent follow-up from the customer service 
department with employees checking up 

on each order to confirm that the customer 
has received the product at the specified 
time and is satisfied with the product and 
service.” He added, “The department also 
handles complaints related to staff behavior 
with customers, and is committed to solving 
all problems to the customers’ satisfaction 
regardless of the complaint.”

Speaking on how the recent coronavirus 
pandemic affected business, Dr. Qadan 
said, “As for the Covid-19 pandemic, it had a 
positive impact on our business.  Due to the 
lockdown, people were increasingly making 
their purchases online, since most optical 
stores remained closed during this period. 
Our app was especially popular among 

people seeking replacement contact lenses 
or new ones.” 

With respect to staying current and on 
trend, Dr. Qadan mentioned that they have 
strong business contacts, and constantly 
receive feedback from customers and the 
market, in order to always stock the best 
and most-in-trend products to meet their 
customers’ needs.

Concluding the interview, Dr. Qadan said, 
“We hope to carve a bright future for our 
business by increasing the benefits of the 
app to customers through the addition of 
sections that specifically target the Kuwaiti 
community, and we will announce these 
features in the near future.”

    Adasat 
Ensuring your sight is flawless

We are very particular 
when it comes to choosing 

brands to include on 
our app. We subject 

each product to a very 
vigorous in-house testing 

process and provide 
feedback to the product 

manufacturers so that the 
products we feature meet 
the needs and wants of 

our customers.

The Indian Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Sibi George paid a 
courtesy visit to The Times Kuwait offices recently, and 

met with the Publisher and Editor-in-Chief Tareq Yousuf Al-
Shumaimry and Managing Editor Reaven D’Souza.

Several issues of mutual interest were discussed 
and shared including historical relations between 
India and Kuwait.

Mr. Tareq noted the long-standing relations between 

the two countries that have stood the test of time, and 
also praised the Indian community’s  contribution to 
Kuwait. He also wished Ambassador George a successful 
tenure in Kuwait.

Indian Ambassador visits The Times Kuwait office
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An efficient and streamlined system 
that provides rapid services in 
completing transactions is to 

be launched by the Public Authority for 
Manpower (PAM) from 12 January.

The new system will introduce multiple 
online services designed to facilitate 
a host of residency and work related 
transactions without the need for citizens 
and expatriates to visit the concerned 
departments in person.

The fully automated system is expected 
to provide over 40 e-services, including 
amendment, renewal, registration and 

cancellation of work permits” for national 
workers, in addition to “canceling, issuing 
and renewing work permits” for expats.

The new e-service facility will put 
a halt to the manual entry of data by 
employees of PAM, while also providing 
them with online access and ability to 
download a host of data files related to 
a transaction, including the salary file, 
permits of various kinds, open a new 
contract, amend or cancel contracts, 
submit a labor statement request, submit 
absentee reports with permission or 
no permission, submit complaints from 

employees, and record a quarterly 
statistic for labor inspection.

The portal will also provide inquiries 
about bank transfers, basic data for 
the license and file, enter employee 
permits, labor complaints, employment 
disclosure, salary shortfalls, absenteeism 
reports, status details and particulars on 
occupations.

A list of national and expatriate workers 
will be outlined on the site, as well as 
the site will have sections for inquiries 
of salary file transactions, inspection 
file inventory, labor complaints, and 

uploading of information regarding 
the administration to which the worker 
belongs.

PAM to launch multiple e-services
to streamline procedures

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in 
India has given its nod to a proposal 

submitted by the Election Commision of India 
to allow non-resident Indians to vote in general 
elections from their country of residence using 
the electronically-transmitted postal ballot 
system (ETPBS). 

In giving its approval, MEA also 
recommended that the Commission hold 
extensive consultations with all stakeholders 
in the election before rolling out the facility. 
Currently, non-resident Indians (NRI) can vote in 
Indian elections provided they cast their vote in 
person in their respective constituencies.

In line with the MEA suggestion, the Election 
Commission (EC) is to soon start in-depth 
consultations with NRI associations, as well as 
the various ministries and departments that will 
be involved in the election exercise.

At present, the ETPBS facility is extended 
to defense and paramilitary personnel, as well 
as government employees serving abroad. 
In a letter addressed to the Law Secretary 
in November 2020, the EC had proposed 
that necessary amendments be made in the 
‘Conduct of Election Rules’ at the earliest so as 
to enable the Indian diaspora to vote through 
the ETPBS. The Commission said that it is 
technically  and administratively ready to rollout 
the facility as early as April-May when elections 
to the legislative assemblies are to take place in 
the states of Assam, Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil 
Nadu and West Bengal.

There are around 117,000 NRIs registered 

as voters in the electoral rolls. Indian diaspora 
have for long been demanding the right to 
postal vote, as it was not practical to be present 
in person in their constituencies to cast their 
vote in elections due to the expense of having 
to travel to India just to vote, as well as other 
difficulties such as obtaining leave and other 
prior engagements. In addition, the ongoing 
pandemic makes it all the more challenging to 
travel.

The EC proposal stipulates that NRIs may 
be issued a postal ballot after they initiate 
their desire to vote through the Commission’s 
Form 12 to the returning officer in the 
respective constituencies, at least five days 
after notification of election. The postal ballot 
duly filled up and attested by an officer to 
be appointed by the diplomatic or consular 
representative of India in the country where the 
NRI is resident, must then be returned by post 
to the returning officer such that it is received 
latest by 8am on the vote-counting day.

Despite an overall decline in spending 
during the first nine months, credit card 

transactions marked a surge in the third quarter 
of 2020. The increase in spending in the third-
quarter probably reflects the government’s 
decision to further open up the economy in 
August, after having virtually shut-down the 
country for much of the first half of 2020 in 
response to the pandemic.

However, during the first nine months of 
2020 credit card transactions in Kuwait declined 
significantly, reflecting the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis and the mobility restrictions that limited 
travel and shopping opportunities during much 
of this period. Latest data published by the Central 
Bank of Kuwait shows that credit card usage 
value dropped 38 percent to KD762.7 million 
during the first nine months of 2020 compared 
to the same period in 2019, when spending using 
charge-cards reached a total of KD1.2 billion.

Nevertheless, during the third quarter of 
2020, spending by citizens and expatriates 
through credit cards increased to KD273.6 
million, a jump of 83 percent and a value of 
KD124 million, compared to the second-quarter 
spending of KD150 million.

A breakup of the credit card usage during 
the third-quarter reveals that around KD172 

million were spent at Point of Sale (POS) devices 
inside Kuwait and KD26.7 million outside 
Kuwait.Together the total KD198.7 million 
spent through POS devices marked a jump of 
121 percent compared to the second-quarter 
combined spending inside and outside Kuwait 
through POS devices of KD90 million.

Meanwhile, the money withdrawn in cash 
through credit cards using ATM transactions 
inside Kuwait reached KD72.4 million, while 
the value of money withdrawn in cash outside 
Kuwait was around KD2.5 million, bringing 
the total of credit card ATM withdrawals in the 
third-quarter to KD75 million, an increase of 
25 percent compared to KD60 million dinars 
during the second-quarter of 2020.

Postal ballot for NRIs 
as early as April

Credit card usage 
surges in third-quarter

Sponsors renew 
visas of domestic 
helpers without 
approval
Some unscrupulous sponsors are misusing 

the online visa renewal facility to exploit 
their domestic workers by renewing their 
visas online without first seeking the worker’s 
approval.

In the wake of the COVID-19 crisis the 
government had launched the online visa 
renewal facility to protect the health and 
safety of visa applicants and employees in 
the residency departments. 

However, a number of domestic workers 
have complained of being held in ‘house-
arrest’ by their sponsor after their visas were 
renewed online without their permission and 

thereby preventing them from leaving the 
country or transferring to another sponsor.

The shortage of domestic workers in the 
labor market due to halt in new recruitment 
of workers from abroad and suspension 
of direct flights to several countries had in 
recent months led to a hike in the price of 
helpers offered on the black market.

Fake domestic recruitment offices were 
charging sponsors upwards of KD400 as 
monthly salaries for domestic workers, in 
addition to levying a ‘finder’s fee’ for their 
service. This had led many sponsors to 
attempt to retain their current domestic 
workers through any possible means, with 
some resorting to online visa renewal 
without the consent of their workers.

Although government procedures and 
controls in place stipulate that the residency of 
the domestic worker should only be renewed 
in their presence and with their approval, the 
automation of the residency renewal systems 
allowed sponsors to renew domestic worker’s 
visa without their approval. 

The Supreme Committee for the New Kuwait 
Airport, has allocated a significant amount, 

the exact figure of which was not revealed, to 
be spent on the airport construction, operation 
and maintenance for the next ten years.

Reports from the Ministry of Public Works 
indicate that implementation of the three 
airport packages will be completed in early 
2025, and that the allocated funds will be spent 
in coordination between the Ministry of Finance 
and the Ministry of Public Works represented in 
the major projects sector.

The Supreme Committee is reported to 

have discussed the 10-year operation period 
of the contract, during which time the national 
cadre should be trained by the contractor to 
professionally handle all operations after the 
contract period ends. 

Meanwhile, the Central Agency for Public 
Tenders is understood to have extended the 
closing date for the construction, completion, 
furnishing and maintenance of Package No. 3 
of the tender for aircraft equipment, corridors 
and service buildings, for the new passenger 
building at the international airport, until the 
end of this month.

Funds allocated for new airport 
operations into next decade
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e-warnings on bounced cheques

Shrimp fishing season 
extended by a month

Report of shoddy 
road work sent to Nazaha

In a bid to keep pace with technological 
advances, and within the framework 
of adopting more efficient and faster 

modern communication modes in the 
banking industry, the Central Bank of 
Kuwait (CBK) has instructed all banks in the 
country that, starting from the new year, 
customers must be notified by email and 
SMS if a cheque they issue bounces back 
due to insufficient funds in their account. 

The need to send email and SMS would be 

in addition to existing mechanisms of sending 
customers registered letters, informing them 
through phone calls and other optional 
methods currently employed by banks.

The new Central Bank mechanism 
stipulates that if the first cheque is returned, 
the concerned bank must send a warning 
letter via registered mail, in addition to 
sending a copy of the warning letter via 
email to the customer. In the event that a 
second cheque is returned, a warning letter 

must be sent via registered mail, and a copy 
of the letter sent via email to the customer, 
in addition to calling the customer through 
the bank’s call center and recording the call, 
as well as sending an SMS to the customer’s 
registered phone number.

The new mechanism is expected 
to overcome the difficulties currently 
experienced by banks in communicating 
with their customers through regular postal 
communications in Kuwait.

Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and 
Fish Resources (PAAAFR) has extended the 

annual shrimp fishing season by a month to the 
start of February.

The annual five-month shrimp fishing 
season that begins 1August and extends to end 
December in most years, is followed by a seven-
month ban from the start of January to the end 
July. The inability of fishermen to maximize 
the last fishing season due to the ongoing 
pandemic has led to the additional one-month 
extension of shrimp fishing this year.

Head of the Kuwaiti Fishermen’s Union, 
Zahir Al-Suwayyan expressed appreciation and 
lauded the decision by the Director-General of 
PAAAFR, Sheikh Muhammad Al- Yousef, and the 
Deputy Director- General of the Fisheries Sector, 
Marzouq Al-Hebi, for permitting the extension 

of the shrimp fishing season, in response to the 
requests by the union and to bring it in line 
with the fishing season in other neighboring 
countries. He added that this decision would 
provide consumers in Kuwait to enjoy freshly 
caught local shrimp for an additional month.

Minister of Public Works and MInister of State 
for Municipal Affairs Dr. Rana Al-Fares has 

referred a report to the Kuwait Anti-Corruption 
Authority (Nazaha) about damages to old 
roads caused by shoddy work executed by the 
contractors and the poor supervision by ministry 
officials involved.

The contractors had executed the road projects 
assigned to them through public tenders in a 
careless manner, while supervisors at the public 
works ministry whose job it was to ascertain the 
quality of work carried out, had been negligent 
in carrying out their duties. This negligence had 
resulted in several roads that were constructed 
prior to 2019 to become damaged during annual 
rains. The report noted that roads paved since 
April 2019 had not suffered a similar fate and 
recommended improving design criteria of rain 
drainage networks in future projects. 

The minister approved the technical 
recommendations of the report and demanded that 
contractors responsible for the shoddy work should 
be held accountable and asked to fix the damages at 
their expense as per their contract obligations, said 
ministry spokesman Abdullah Al-Ajmi 
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 Thought
  for the         e

week
– Samuel Johnson

English writer

Every man is rich or poor according 

to the proportion between his desires 

and his enjoyments.

As the winter season is here ,with a wide range of winter produce and 
a variety of vegetables available in markets ,it is almost customary 

to begin our  courses with a  warm bowl of  soup.Here is  a  healthy and 
delightful soup recipe for you to enjoy.

Tomato Coriander shorba (soup) is tangy and mildly spicy. It is a 
healthy soup, good to warm you up in winter and also to lend a hand 
when you are suffering from a bout of cold and cough, while also 
clearing any congestion in the nose and throat. The spices are well 
balanced and it can be served as an appetizer or along with the main 
meal. You can pair this shorba with homemade Pita bread or other types 
of bread for a hearty meal.

Total Preparation Time: 30 min.
Serving size: For 3 or 4 people
.
Ingredients

• 1 tsp dried coriander seeds
• 2 tsp fresh coriander stem (chopped) 
• 1 onion slice
• 2 cups chopped tomatoes
• 1 tsp ginger garlic paste
• 2 cardamom
• 1 piece cinnamon
• 1 bay leaf
• 3-4 cloves
• 3 tsp ghee
• 5-6 pepper
• 1 tsp red pepper 
• 1 tsp  coriander cumin powder
• Salt to taste

Directions
• Heat ghee in a pan, add all the spices, add ginger garlic paste and sauté. 
• Add onion slices, chopped coriander stalks and sauté for 2 more minutes.
• Add salt, red chili powder, cumin powder, turmeric and finely chopped 

tomatoes. Mix well.
• Add 2 cups of water and let the mixture boil for 10 to 15 minutes.
• Pour into serving bowls, garnish with finely chopped coriander, and 

relish while hot.

RECIPE

Tomato Coriander Shorba

Chef Chhaya Thakker

Indian Chef Chhaya Thakker, who has a huge following online 
on WhatsApp and YouTube will be sharing her favorite recipes 
and cooking tips with readers of The Times Kuwait. For feedback, 
you can write to editortimeskuwait@gmail.com 

Easy Ways to Make 

Mashed Potato 
                         Tasty

Giving mashed potatoes a tasty twist can be 
as simple as stirring in another ingredient or 

simmering the milk with herbs before stirring it into the 
steaming potatoes. The next time you are preparing 
a side of silky mashed spuds, pick one of our favorite 
mashed potato recipes, then use one of these quick 
upgrades to get an all-new dish with the same creamy, 
comforting goodness.

Garlic and herb: Infusing milk or cream with herbs and 
garlic is a simple but effective way to make a potent 
flavor difference in mashed potatoes. Combine your 
preferred dairy with butter in a small saucepan. Add 
five or six cloves of garlic, cut in half, along with a 
dozen sprigs of fresh thyme or rosemary. Bring to a boil, 
then sit aside to steep for at least five minutes. Before 

adding the milk to the potatoes, strain out the solids 
and discard them.
Sweet potatoes with maple: For a sweet-and-savory 
side, swap your Yukon Golds for sweet potatoes. 
Simply scoop the insides out from 5 pounds of baked 
sweet potatoes and discard the skins, then add in 1/4 
cup maple syrup, 5 tablespoons butter, and 1 cup sour 
cream. Using a wooden spoon or potato masher, mix 
until smooth. Season with 1/2 teaspoon salt and 1/4 
teaspoon nutmeg.
Chipotle: Chipotle imparts a smoky flavor in tostadas, 
taco soups, sauces, and more. The natural creaminess 
of the potatoes blunts any sharp burn of the peppers, 
so stir in a few teaspoons of chopped chiles with adobo 
sauce. If you need a bit more creaminess to offset the 
kick of flavor, you can add shredded sharp cheddar 
cheese. But if you like the heat, there’s no harm in using 
even more chiles and sauce.
Cauliflower: If you are looking to squeeze some extra 
veggies into your diet, try making your next batch of 
mashers with cauliflower puree rather than potatoes—
or use a combination of the two that suits your palate. 
To make, start by chopping a head of cauliflower into 
florets. Then you’ll steam the cauliflower in 1/2 inch 
water until tender, 12 to 15 minutes. Pulse the cooked 
cauliflower, 1/2 cup of cream, 2 tablespoons butter, and 
1/2 teaspoon each salt and pepper in a food processor 
until finely pureed, 30 seconds to 1 minute.
Pesto: Pesto is a tangy, no-cook sauce made with fresh 
herbs, cheese, and nuts. It’s used with comforting 
carbs quite a bit—pasta, for example. But with mashed 
potatoes, it is quite unique and almost too easy. You 
can make your own pesto if you have an abundance of 
herbs, but you can also fold pre-made pesto into hot 
potatoes until they are well incorporated. Top with 
shredded Parmesan cheese for the finishing touch.
Cheesy green chile: Green chiles infuse chicken 
enchiladas with a great deal of tang and flavor without 
being overly spicy or hot. That’s in part why green 
chiles are so popular in many types of Southwestern 
foods, from meatballs to steak nachos. While it might 
seem unusual to add such a tangy food to comforting 
mashed potatoes, the result is purely unforgettable. Stir 
one or two cans of chopped green chiles into mashed 
potatoes with butter and cream or milk. Spoon the 
potatoes into a casserole dish. Then top with shredded 
Monterey Jack cheese. Broil in an oven on high until the 
cheese is melted and beginning to bubble.
Avocado and crispy shallots: Avocados will add an 
extra level of creaminess to your spuds, plus you can 
swap them in for some of your butter since they’re 
packed with heart-healthy fats. Use around one avocado 
for every 2 pounds of potatoes, and add a tablespoon or 
two of butter, milk, salt, and pepper. Top with shallots 
that have been sautéed in olive oil until crisp.
Sour cream and onion: Sour cream mashed potatoes 
are rich on their own and a delicious alternative to the 
classic butter and milk, but the hint of tang from the 
sour cream pairs well with the grassiness of chopped 
chives. 

Leftover Fish
Fish need not be a one-night affair, when 

you have a perfectly lovely evening but 
must expunge all traces by the next morning. 
Learn the basics of working with your leftover 
fish and it will meet you halfway, and then you 
will eat happily ever after.
The first thing to know about using leftover 
fish: Be careful with reheating. Let there be no 
quick nukes in the microwave and no second 
shots at pan-searing -- such forays will only 
dry out your fish and leave your kitchen with a 
smell that makes you want to order take-out. If 
you must use direct heat, make it very gentle 
and very brief.

This above all: No fish dish shall be the same 
twice. Your salmon filet cares not for how blissful 
dinner was last night; it simply will not behave 
if you try to relive the past. Instead, it will urge 
you to re-imagine it and all you thought it could 
be. You can adapt many recipes that call for fresh 
fish and turn them, instead, into homes for your 
leftovers -- just make sure you do so within a day 
or two of first cooking. We’ve got 10 ideas to get 
your creative juices flowing.
• Give fish a second hoorah at taco night by 

either gently bringing it to room temperature 
or quickly reheating it in a sauté pan.

• Add it to a chowder or soup by flaking it and 
stirring it in just before you eat.  

• Follow the crab cake drill and make fish 
cakes instead -- gently combine it with eggs, 
breadcrumbs, a bit of milk or mayonnaise, and 
whichever herbs and spices strike your fancy. 

Cook them through in a bit of oil or butter. 
• Turn it into pâté by mashing it up with plain 

yogurt, crème fraîche, cottage cheese, a bit of 
butter -- really, any permutation of the above -- 
and chopped fresh herbs. Try adding acidity or 
heat with freshly squeezed lemon juice, lemon 
zest, horseradish, hot pepper, or a dash of vinegar. 

Salt and pepper to taste. Pat yourself on the back 
-- you’ve turned fish from a misunderstood 
leftover into a veritable hors d’oeuvre. 

• Give that fish new life in a burrito: Heat a 
tortilla, make rice and beans (or, for breakfast, 
scrambled eggs), slice some fresh vegetables, 
and break out the salsa and guacamole. 

• Make the greatest leftover hero of all: 
kedgeree. Re-purpose leftover cooked rice 
by heating it up in a pan with mustard seeds, 
turmeric, and aromatics, then stir in flaked fish 
and greens until they’re just warmed through. 

• You may have missed the boat for ceviche, 
but you’re all set for salpicon. Add lime juice, 
scallions, cilantro, and a fresh hot chili to 
flaked fish (either at room temperature or 
quickly reheated on the stove). Eat with a fork 
or wrapped up in a tortilla, with or without 
cubes of avocado.  
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Not long after the unification of the 
North and South of Viet Nam, on 
10, January, 1976, Vietnam and 

Kuwait established diplomatic relations, 
creating an important milestone in the 
history of Viet Nam›s foreign relations with 
the world. As the first country in the Gulf to 
establish diplomatic relations with Viet Nam, 
Kuwait has made a great contribution to 
the relationship between Viet Nam and the 
Gulf countries in particular and with other 
countries in the Middle East in general.

Throughout the historical relationship 
between the two countries, Viet Nam and 
Kuwait have witnessed many memorable 
milestones. Immediately after the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries, in February 
1976, special envoy of the Vietnamese 
Government, H.E. Nguyen Co Thach, then  
Deputy Foreign Minister, paid an official 
visit to Kuwait, and he was well received 
with hospitality and respect. In June 1993, 
Viet Nam›s Trade Representative Office in 
Kuwait was established, which is the first 
commercial representative office of Viet 
Nam in the Gulf region. Ten years later, the 
cooperation between the two countries 
was strengthened, with Viet Nam officially 
opening the embassy in Kuwait in 2003. 
And it should be noted that many exchange 
visits of leaders at all levels between the two 
states has been made so far testifying to the 
friendship and strong relationship between 
Viet Nam and Kuwait.

Since then, the efforts of leaders and 
people of the two countries have been 
demonstrated in many activities that have 
contributed to boost the relationship 
between Viet Nam and Kuwait. The 
outstanding progress in the Viet Nam - 
Kuwait relations is the achievement in the 
trading and economic sector, reflected by the 
obvious figure of US$3.6 billion in two-way 
trade turnover achieved in 2019. Moreover, a 
number of mechanisms of cooperation and 
agreements in other fields such as sports, 
culture, arts, ... have been signed.

To achieve such great achievements, 
many factors are needed and one of them is 
the trust — a natural but sustainable element 
that helps promote the development of Viet 
Nam - Kuwait relations and overcomes every 
challenge facing the two countries.

Since the official visit to Kuwait by the 
Former President of the Socialist Republic of 
Viet Nam, H.E. Le Duc Anh in May 1995, the 
two sides have  benefited from each other›s 
strengths to create effective, sustainable and 
effective cooperation that brings along many 
mutual interests. Economic cooperation, a 
prominent highlight in Viet Nam - Kuwait 
relations over the years has been continuously 
strengthened. Viet Nam - a southeast asian 
country with an extremely abundant young 
labor workforce has contributed to the 
production of many valuable products for 
export to Kuwait and the Gulf region such as 
ceramic, electronic and agricultural products. 
Meanwhile, Kuwait has taken advantage of its 
strengths in the crude oil field to contribute to 
the construction of Nghi Son oil refinery with 
a total investment of US$9 billion in Vietnam 
(tripartite project including Kuwait, Japan and 
Viet Nam). In recent years, although the world 
economy is slowing down, the investment 
commitments and trade exchanges between 
the two sides are still being made and 
increased, thus keeping the momentum of 
development of both Viet Nam and Kuwait. 
This is thanks to the flexibility and long-
term commitment of investment funds from 
Kuwait, including the Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development (KFAED) and the 
Kuwait Investment Authority, to support 
Vietnam undertake a number of important 
infrastructure projects as well as disaster 
recovery.

Economic and trade cooperation also 
brings opportunities for cultural exchanges 
and mutual understandings between the two 
countries in other fields. In February 2016, on 
the 40th anniversary of relations between the 
two countries, Kuwait officially recognized 
Viet Nam›s market economy, contributing to 
enhancing political trust between the two 

sides. In the field of education and training, 
Viet Nam has launched Arabic language 
courses to provide qualified staff in many 
fields, in accordance with the requirements 
of not only Kuwait but also many countries 
in the Middle East. Viet Nam appreciates the 
annual Arabic scholarships granted by the 
Kuwaiti Government.

With achievements of the past 45 years, 
we can proudly affirm that the two countries 
Vietnam and Kuwait have developed 
together and moved forward with the belief 
of a good future so as to continually promote 
the friendly relationship between the two 
countries, thus helping the Vietnamese 
and Kuwaiti people to understand each 
other better and further enhance the long-
standing traditional and friendly cooperation 
between the two countries.

In the year 2021, there will be many 
activities and events taking place to celebrate 
the 45th anniversary of the establishment 

of diplomatic relations between the two 
countries. These activities are expected to 
help Viet Nam and Kuwait tourism sector 
recover after a long period of serious 
impacts caused by the COVID-19 epidemic. 
Then, new opportunities for cooperation in 
other fields will blossom again, ensuring the 
stable development of a good relationship 
between Viet Nam and Kuwait in particular 
and between Viet Nam and the Gulf 
countries in general.

The 45-year long journey of the 
relationship between Viet Nam and Kuwait 
originated from the belief of a future of peace, 
friendship, cooperation and development. 
That belief will also be a solid base for Viet 
Nam and Kuwait to move forward, helping 
to build the bridge of friendship and 
solidarity between the Gulf countries and 
the Southeast Asian countries in the interest 
of peace, stability and prosperity around the 
world.

Viet Nam and Kuwait

45 years of diplomatic relations
Let us move forward together

H.E. Ngo Toan Thang
Ambassador-Designate of Viet Nam in Kuwait
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Indian embassy in collaboration with Marine 
Products Export Development Authority 
(MPEDA), a statutory body under the Indian 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry, organized 
a virtual ‘Buyer-Seller Meet’ on marine products 
at the embassy premises on 6 January.

Over 100 buyers and sellers from India and 
Kuwait participated in the virtual meet, which 
was inaugurated by the Indian Ambassador H.E. 
Sibi George and addressed by Deputy Director 
of Public Authority for Food and Nutrition, Dr. 
Reem Al-Fulaji.  

The virtual event, which was organized 
under the theme ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat’ (Self-
Reliant India), helped highlight the vast trade 
and commercial prospects of Indian marine 
products in Kuwait market. Ambassador George 
pointed out that “with a 7516 km long coastline, 
India is richly endowed with an abundance of 
marine flora and fauna”.

Elaborating on India-Kuwait bilateral 
relationship the ambassador noted, “India and 
Kuwait are separated by only the Arabian Sea 
between them, meaning that we are closest 
of the neighbors, and our close bilateral 

relationship, reflects this proximity and 
understanding of each other.”

“Our trade and commerce relationship is 
robust and is growing further. India is a major 
source of food grains and other produce, 
helping ensure food security in Kuwait. Fisheries 
products are a major part of our bilateral trade, 
with India being the largest source of seafood 

imported into Kuwait,” said the Ambassador.
For her part, Dr. Al Fulaji, as a representative 

of the regulating body in Kuwait, responsible 
for the import of fisheries and related 
products, shared her insights to help promote 
quality import from India. Adding to this 
Faisal Al-Rashidi, also from PAFN shared 
insights on all aspects of seafood import from 

a regulator’s perspective.
“I wish every success to today’s conference 

and hope that the participants form useful 
contacts with each other, and help promote the 
seafood trade between India and Kuwait in the 
coming days. We, at the Embassy, particularly our 
Commercial Section, are always available for any 
help you need,” concluded the ambassador. 

Increase in number of Kuwaitis 
seeking private sector jobs

Indian Embassy organizes 
virtual meet on marine products

LOCAL

A total of 5,091 citizens 
applied for work in the 
private sector in 2020, 

accounting for 52.3 percent 
of nationals registered in the 
employment system of the Public 
Authority for Manpower (PAM). 

This marks the first time in 
eight years that there has been 
a surge in the number of Kuwaiti 
applicants for private-sector jobs. 
The increased desire by national 
youths  to seek employment in 
the private sector was reflected in 
the National Employment Report 
for 2020. 

Many young job aspirants in 
the national employment pool 
had been waiting for jobs in 
the public sector for months. 
However, after waiting for over six 
months and remaining without 
a salary or pension money from 

social insurance during this period, 
many have probably realized that 
any job is better than no job.

In 2019, only 39.8 percent of 
Kuwaitis registered in PAM’s 
employment system chose 
to accept placement in the 
private sector, while most other 

applicants expressed desire 
to work only in government 
entities.

The National Employment 
Report 2020 also shows that 
a total of 16,260 citizens were 
registered as job-seekers in the 
employment system at the end 

of 2020, which marks a decrease 
of 2038 job aspirants from a year 
earlier. The number of new job 
applicants in the system in 2020 
was also the lowest in the past 
seven years.

Among those registered in 
the system, university graduates 
accounted for the largest number 
at 8,933 citizens, followed by 
2,855 national job-seekers 
holding diploma certificates. 
The most number of applicants 
for government jobs was to the 
Central Bank of Kuwait, with 422 
aspiring to work in the central 
monetary body, followed by 
applicants to the Public Institution 
for Social Security, the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation, the 
Kuwait Public Transport Company, 
and the Livestock Transport and 
Trade Company.

Customs foil 
attempt to smuggle 
subsidized foods

Vigilant customs officials stationed at Al-
Sulaibiya customs successfully foiled an 

attempt to smuggle government-subsidized 
food items to another Arab country.

Over two tons of subsidized food products 
including rice and milk-powder were found in 
a truck destined for an Arab nation last week. 
The rice and milk-powder were found to have 
been repacked in cartons and bags of other 
local brands. 

However, when samples of the seized 
goods were sent to the Ministry of Commerce 
laboratory, the products were found to be 
subsidized food supplies meant for citizens and 
others eligible to receive government rations.
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Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural 
Centre (ASCC), one of the largest 
cultural projects in the world, is 

gearing up for the upcoming National Day 
celebrations. The year 2021 is planned 
to be very special for the center and the 
celebrations on 25 February will be the first 
under His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

The iconic center located in Shaab area 
has prepared a rich and manifold program 
for the National Day celebrations, which 
also commemorates the 60th anniversary 
of the State of Kuwait and the 30th jubilee 
of its liberation. The Center is inviting all 
residents and their families in Kuwait to join 
in and participate in the celebrations on the 
National Day. 

Kids have special programs lined up to 
mark the event. They could send a drawing 
or a poem about the 60th anniversary, 
based on stories they may have heard about 
the history of Kuwait from school or from 
past photographs; it could depict what it 
means for them to be a resident in a country 

that is celebrating its 60th birthday? What 
are their dreams for the future? 

All kids are invited to send in their 
‘artistic gifts’ before 15 February. The Sheikh 
Abdullah Al Salem Cultural Centre will 
also organize an exhibition of the creative 
gifts sent-in by the kids, with all those 
participating becoming little artists with 

their works presented during the National 
Day Celebration. Participation is simple: Use 
an A4 paper format to draw a picture or write 
a poem. Write your name and age on it, scan 
it and send it to academy@ascckw.com.

For adults, Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem 
Cultural Centre has organized a Photography 
Competition. All photographers are invited 

to reflect the 60th anniversary and the 30th 
year of liberation, and contribute with a 
dedicated image (one image per person via 
email with personal information). A jury will 
choose the best images to be presented at 
Sheikh Abdullah Al Salem Cultural Centre. 
For more information, please contact at: 
academy@ascckw.com.

Celebrate National Day at iconic ASCC 

November 2020 appears to have been a 
high-point in the reporting of corruption 

and other financial irregularities, with the 
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) 
receiving 71 reports of financial irregularities 
during the month.

By the penultimate month of the year, a 
total of 159 reports on lack of probity among 
public officials were accepted by Nazaha, after 
they were scrutinized for proper submission 
procedures to ensure they provided relevant 
evidence  and met other stipulations to be 
registered in the corruption inventory.

According to a Nazaha report, eight directors 
of departments, two assistant directors and 
four assistant secretaries of ministries or public 
entities and institutions were listed in the 
complaints in November. The complaints in 
November were submitted by 13 individuals 
and 3 government agencies, and most of 
them included corruption crimes, financial 
irregularities, and indemnities. 

In the same month, Nazaha referred one 
report to the Public Prosecution Office, and 
filed 21 other reports, while 88 cases were still 
under investigation. The crimes monitored by 
the investigation department on suspicions 
of corruption included five each in the 
Agriculture Authority and the Ministry of 
Works, three in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
seven in the Kuwait Municipality, and 15 in the 
Ministry of Health. 

A total of 774 cases have been reported to 
Nazaha over the past two years, highlighting 
the effectiveness of the Authority in impartially 
investigating and filing cases against clear cases 
of corruption and other financial irregularities, 
mainly in the public sector. 

Huawei hosts
virtual media Summit 

Nazaha registers over
70 corruption cases in November

Around 2,500 university students from 
Kuwait studying in various Egyptian 

universities are preparing to return to Kuwait 
following the decision by the Egyptian 
Council of Ministers to postpone university 
exams until after the end of mid-year 
vacations due to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic.

Head of the Kuwaiti Students’ Union in 
Egypt, Ahmad Al-Shammari, said in a recent 

media statement that nearly 2,500 Kuwaiti 
students are thinking of returning to Kuwait. 
He added that due to direct flights between 
Egypt and Kuwait being suspended as a 
precaution against the coronavirus, the 
students are finding it difficult to return and 
which drains their time and budget.

Al-Shammari pointed out that so far no 
Kuwaiti student in Egypt has been infected 
with the coronavirus.

Kuwaiti students in
Egypt prepare to return

Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) 
will not issue any license to shops and 

other commercial activities operating from 
unlicensed buildings and compounds, or are in 
violation of KFSD laws and regulations.

Disclosing this, the Deputy Chief of the 
Prevention Sector at  KFSD Major General 
Khaled Fahad, urged all owners of commercial 
activities to ensure there is a valid firefighting 
license for any building or complex before 
leasing shops, as the safety systems in the 
building, such as control systems, fire alarms, 
ventilation, and other equipment, serving all 

parts of the building including the stores, need 
to be inspected and approved by KFSD prior to 
issuing licenses.

No fire license for unlicensed buildings

Huawei Consumer Business Group organized 
a press conference online to welcome the 

year 2021 and to announce the continuation 
of presenting and promoting its sustainable 
and high-efficiency innovations to achieve the 
company’s slogan for this year, ‘Better Together 
2021 - Huawei Smart Healthy Life. 

The event that brought together many 
media personnel was held in the presence of 
the General Manager of Huawei Consumer 
Business Group in Kuwait, Jason Jiang and the 
Marketing Director Huawei Consumer Business 
Group in Kuwait,  Mohammed Awais Sheikh.

During the conference, Mr. Jiang talked 
about Huawei’s seamless AI strategy and 
that the company will upgrade its two most 
important systems, namely Harmony OS and 
HiAI, which are considered as the key to the 

successful integration between devices and 
environmental systems of Huawei devices.

He added: “We at Huawei continue to 
provide all that is new and better for consumers, 
starting from smart technology to smart 
products and provide new communication 
methods based on consumer needs.” He noted 
that the company had enriched consumer 
experiences through its products, including 
the HUAWEI MateBook X Pro, which won 13 
prestigious awards from leading media outlets 
in 2019. Huawei’s wearables, which won 21 best 
annual product awards, and the HUAWEI WiFi 
Q2 Pro that won the Best Smart Home Product 
2019 award at CES Asia. 

The online summit included a raffle draw for 
the media attendees, with winners receiving 
many Huawei products and smartphones.
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6,782 complaints regarding 
domestic workers in December
The total number of complaints registered in the department in December 

reached 6,782 complaints were about domestic workers, according to 
official figures issued by the Department for Regulating the Recruitment of 
Domestic Workers in the Public Authority for Manpower.

According to the figures, the number of complaints resolved amicably 
between the two parties was 185, while the number of complaints referred to 
the judiciary, including claims of workers absconding, was 186.

The total number of actual registered domestic labor recruitment offices 
is 464, while the number of workers registered in domestic labor recruitment 
offices is 1533 workers. Meanwhile, the total number of applications for 
licenses for operating domestic workers’ offices is 933, while the number of 
licenses that have been renewed and issued is 23 licenses.

LOCAL

The honorary president of Diplomatic 
Women’s Committee (DWC) Sheikha 
Halah Bader Mohammad Al-Ahmad 

Al-Sabah held a tea gathering at English Tea 
Lounge in Sheraton Hotel to bid farewell to 
H.E. Madame Samarguil Adamkulova, the 
Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic on her 
departure at the end of her tenure in Kuwait.

Among the attendees were Dr. 

Tarek El-Sheikh, UN Secretary-General 
Representative in Kuwait with his wife; the 
spouse of the Austrian Ambassador, the 
advisor of DWC Madam Narjis Al Shatti and  
members of the committee. 

Sheikha Halah presented New Year 
gifts to all attendees, she also presented 
a souvenir of Kuwaiti heritage to Her 
Excellency the Ambassador of the 

Kyrgyz Republic, a box that contains 
many things presenting traditional 
Kuwaiti heritage.

At the end of the meeting, Her 
Excellency the Ambassador of the Kyrgyz 
Republic thanked Sheikha Halah and 
DWC, specially Madam Nargis Al-Shatti, 
the advisor of the committee and Mrs. 
Fauzia Abdul Basit, the media and public 

relations officer for their efforts and 
dedication to make DWC an eventful and 
a successful organisation that introduces 
Kuwaiti culture and heritage to the world 
through the diplomatic circle, and wishing 
everyone a new year full of happiness, 
peace and health ahead, with special 
prayers to God to remove the scourge of 
this pandemic from the whole world.

DWC hosts gathering to bid
farewell to Kyrgyz ambassador

Philippines to pursue death 
sentence over killing of Filipina maid
RICKY LAXA
STAFF WRITER

“After the Criminal Court passed 
death sentence against the 

Kuwaiti female employer and jail-term 
for the male employer of Jeanelyn 
Villavende, the case is now expected 
to proceed to the Court of Appeals, but 
the Philippine Government will pursue 
death sentence for such a heinous 
crime committed against Villavende,” 
stated the Philippine Ambassador 
to Kuwait H.E. Mohammad Noordin 
Pendosina Lomondot.  

In a brief interview with The Times 
Kuwait, Philippine Vice Consul Adrian 
Baccay narrated the events that led 
to the court case. “The Embassy had 

been informed of a Filipina maid who 
was brought to Al Sabah Hospital but 
was pronounced dead on arrival on 
28 December, 2019. It was reported 
as a criminal case due to the physical 
evidence such as fresh and healed 
wounds and bruises all over the body 
of the victim. The embassy wasted no 
time and sought the legal assistance 
of a top-notch Kuwaiti Human Rights 
lawyer Sheikha Fawziah Al Sabah. 
On the same day, both suspects 
were arrested and incarcerated. 
Ambassador Lomondot coordinated 
with the Philippines Department of 
Foreign Affairs for support which 
was immediately approved. After 
the forensic report was released 
Ambassador Lomondot visited the 
remains of Villavende in the morgue 

and supervised the repatriation 
of her body to Philippines, which 
was received by the Philippine 
government officials in the airport on 
8 January, 2020. 

“On February 8, 2020 the hearing 
on the case was held at the Court of 
First Instance and was attended by 
Philippine government diplomats and 
officials. The lawyers of defendants 
appealed to allow the female Kuwaiti 
employer to return home, but Sheikah 
Fawziah Al Sabah highlighted the 
severity of the crime and the court 
denied the appeal. Due to the series 
of lockdowns the next hearing of 
the case was moved to 15 July, 2020, 
when the forensic doctor delivered 
the testimony on the autopsy of 

the remains which highlighted that 
Villevende did not die due to accident 
but due to the presence of fresh and 
healed wounds, hematoma and 
concussions, which proved severe 
physical abuse and restraint had 
caused her death. 

On 9 December, 2020 during 
hearing of the case Philippine legal 
counsel Sheikha Fawziah Al Sabah 
requested the court to pass the 
decision but lawyers of the accused 
Kuwaitis questioned the presence 
of Ambassador Lomondot and 
embassy diplomats which to them 
could influence the decision of 
the court. Ambassador Lomondot 
later commented “A Filipina and 
compatriot was slain and it is the 
responsibility of our embassy to 

ensure protection and rights of 
our people and demand justice for 
Jeanelyn Villavende’s death”. 

Vice Consul Baccay added that 
the case is not over, as Kuwaiti legal 
counsels will appeal the case in the 
Court of Appeals to either reduce the 
sentence or overturn the decision, 
but Ambassador Lomondot assured 
that they will uphold the claim for 
justice on Villavende’s demise with 
death sentence for her assailant. OFWs 
lauded Philippine Embassy in Kuwait 
for its tireless support to ensure that 
they are protected and receive their 
legal rights.

Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Teddy Locsin in his social media 
account posted the quote “Blood for 
blood and life for life” which caused 
dismay among Kuwaitis as published 
in The Inquirer. Net on 5 January, 2020: 
“It runs counter to the simplest rules 
of international relations,” the report 
further quoted the ministry source 
who “also noted the Filipino secretary’s 
remark represents an attempt to 
influence the ongoing investigation.” 
KUNA quoted the government source’s 
assurance that Kuwait will punish 
law violators in accordance with the 
provisions of the country’s laws and in 
a manner that guarantees the rule of 
law and justice for all.” (Inquirer.Net – 
25 January, 2020).

The Kuwaiti government showed 
its commitment in the case, allowed 
investigators from the Philippines 
to join its investigation of the 
murder a point relayed to Philippine 
Presidential Adviser on Overseas 
Filipino Workers (OFW) Concerns 
Secretary Abdullah Mama-o by 
Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Al-
Jarallah on 19 January, 2020. Secretary 
Mama-o was accompanied by 
Philippine Embassy in Kuwait then the 
Chargé d’ Affaires and Consul General 
Mohammad Noordin Pendosina 
Lomondot and Undersecretary Edwin 
Bael of the Office of the Philippine 
President met with top officials of 
Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and discussed issues concerning the 
welfare and wellbeing of more than 
230,000 Filipinos in Kuwait.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh 
Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al-Moham-

mad Al-Sabah has underlined the 
importance of training in building 
the personality and caliber of diplo-
mats so that they could represent the 
country’s foreign policies in an effec-
tive manner. 

Speaking before a gathering of 
Kuwaiti diplomats at the Saud Al-
Nasser Al-Sabah Diplomatic Institute, 
the foreign minister urged the 
institute to develop training courses 
and diplomatic workshops, as well 
as set proper evaluation for these 
courses and ensure that training 
was compulsory for all employees at 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The 
minister also called for a thorough 
evaluation of the institute’s work in 
the past 15 years, and set a vision 
for the requirements that diplomats 
must fulfill for 2030.

On his part, the Director-General 
of the Institute, Ambassador 
Abdulaziz Al-Sharikh expressed 
his pride at His Highness the Amir 
granting Order of Kuwait of the 
First Class to Minister Dr. Ahmad 
Nasser. He also presented complete 
details on the work and tasks of each 
department in the institute, as well 
as the institute’s achievements and 
training courses.

Foreign Minister 
underscores importance
of training for diplomats
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With US President-elect Joe Biden’s 
incoming administration promising 
a fresh, rational approach to climate 

change, now is an ideal time to make the case 
for a World Carbon Bank that would transfer 
and coordinate aid and technical assistance 
to help developing countries decarbonize. 
The proposed Green New Deal in the United 
States and the European Commission’s Euro-
pean Green Deal have laudable environmen-
tal goals but are too inward-looking. When 
an entire building is burning, to concentrate 
firefighting resources on one floor would 
only delay, not prevent, its destruction.

According to the International Energy 
Agency (IEA), almost all the net growth in 
carbon dioxide emissions over the next two 
decades will come from emerging markets. 
Although China recently pledged to achieve 
zero net emissions by 2060, it is sobering to 
consider that it accounts for half of the world’s 
coal output and half of its coal consumption.

India, too, is highly dependent on its 
plentiful coal reserves, and will likely remain 
so despite strong advances in solar power. 
For all the fanfare accompanying the 2015 
Paris climate agreement, the share of clean 
energy in global energy investment is still 
only around 34 percent, almost exactly the 
level five years ago. Wind and solar account 
for only 8 percent of global energy. The 
IEA estimates that allowing existing power 
plants to operate for the remainder of their 
expected lifespans in their current form 
would by itself cause global temperatures 
to rise by 1.7 degrees Celsius relative to pre-
industrial levels.

Right now, the most widely discussed 
approach to encouraging developing 
economies to cut their CO2 emissions is a 
carbon border tax on imports from countries 
without adequate carbon-pricing systems. 
The European Union is currently considering 
such a measure, and the Climate Leadership 
Council (whose members include incoming 
US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen) also has 
advocated it.

Economists almost universally favor 
carbon taxes (Europe’s carbon-pricing system 
is a clumsier version) so that producers and 
consumers take account of how their actions 
affect the global commons. A border-tax 
adjustment is aimed at prodding developing 
economies to introduce their own carbon 

taxes. The policy is conceptually sound, but is 
too static and difficult to implement.

For starters, developing economies have 
neither the resources nor the technology to 
transform themselves overnight. Part of the 
reason advanced economies have been able 
to mitigate their CO2 emissions is that global 
manufacturing has migrated to emerging 
markets that have invested heavily in energy.

The average age of coal plants in Asia is 
12 years, compared to 43 years in advanced 
economies. Given that the lifespan of a coal 
plant is about 50 years, and coal is one of 
the few natural resources that China and 
India possess in abundance, the cost to 
developing Asia of decommissioning its 
coal plants is huge. And then there is Africa, 
where the number of people lacking access 
to electricity has risen during the COVID-19 
pandemic, to almost 600 million.

The gap between the developing world’s 
ability to deal with climate change and 
the ambitious plans being discussed in 
advanced economies is just another example 
of the huge disparity in wealth and resources 
between the Global North and the Global 
South. In response to the COVID-19 crisis, for 
example, advanced economies marshaled 
fiscal and credit support in 2020 averaging 
over 16 percent of GDP, compared to 6 
percent in emerging markets and 2 percent 
in developing economies, according to the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). And this 
wide gap does not take into account the 
potential for pandemic-related debt build-
ups to morph into a full-blown developing-
country debt crisis over the next couple of 
years, making decarbonization even more 
difficult. Global carbon pricing is an essential 
part of any long-term solution to the climate 
crisis, but advanced economies need to 
provide the developing world with a carrot 
and not just a stick. This should come in 
the form of highly concessional financing, 
combined with technical expertise and 
sharing of best practices – all guided by a 
World Carbon Bank.

The IMF, the World Bank, and regional 
development banks have an important role 
to play, but their mandates are too diffuse 
for them to deal effectively with the climate 
challenge on their own. Meanwhile, those 
who think that government-to-government 
assistance should not play any role in climate 
solutions need to bear in mind that state-
owned firms, which are not terribly responsive 
to economic incentives, increasingly 
dominate the global coal industry.

Is it too optimistic to think that inwardly 
focused advanced economies will ever be 
willing to earmark large amounts of aid, 
at least $100-200 billion per year, to help 
the developing world meet climate goals? 

The response to the COVID-19 crisis so far 
offers little encouragement; the G20’s Debt 
Service Suspension Initiative has delivered 
a few billion dollars of relief to 40 very poor 
countries, but that pales in comparison to 
the trillions that rich countries have spent on 
their own citizens. 

An enhanced carbon tax or pricing regime 

could be one source of sustainable funding 
over the longer term, but the problem is too 
urgent to wait for this to fall into place. The 
goal of achieving zero net CO2 emissions by 
2050, which the EU has adopted and the US is 
likely to do soon, is praiseworthy. But not-in-
my-backyard, or NIMBY, environmentalism is 
no way to solve a global problem.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Helping developing
economies decarbonize

KENNETH ROGOFF
Professor of Economics and Public 
Policy at Harvard University and 
was chief economist of International 
Monetary Fund from 2001 to 2003. He is 
co-author of This Time is Different: Eight 
Centuries of Financial Folly and author 
of The Curse of Cash.

SPOTLIGHT

 The gap between 
developing world’s 
ability to deal with 
climate change and 

ambitious plans being 
discussed in advanced 

economies is an 
example of the huge 

disparity in wealth and 
resources between the 
Global North and the 

Global South.
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There were other signs of a thaw in relations 
in late December when Qatar’s Emir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani reportedly responded 
favorably to a formal invitation from Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud to attend the 41st 
GCC Summit in Saudi, which was personally 
handed over to him by GCC Secretary-General Dr. 
Nayef bin Falah al-Hajraf. 

Despite these initial indications, it was the 
announcement of a detente in relations between 
the two sides by the Foreign Minister of Kuwait 
Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah that drew immediate attention and was 
widely circulated on regional and international 
media. Speaking on state TV on Monday, Dr. 
Ahmad Nasser said: “Based on His HIghness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s 
proposal, it was agreed to open the airspace and 
land and sea borders between the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and the State of Qatar, starting from 
this evening.” 

Ever since his appointment as the country’s 
foreign minister in December 2019, Dr. Ahmad Al-
Nasser had exerted persistent endeavors shuttling 

between Doha, Riyadh, Abu Dhabi, Manama and 
Cairo in a bid to bridge differences between the 
two sides. His determination to achieve a positive 
outcome to the rift were clearly guided by previous 
efforts of the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah,  who since the start of the conflict 
in 2017 had worked tirelessly to bring about a 
reconciliation between the brotherly states.

In recognition of his efforts and services to the 
country, Dr. Ahmad Nasser was conferred with 
Order of Kuwait of the First Class by His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. In a ceremony held at the Bayan Palace 
on 6 January, His Highness the Amir presented 
the award and commended the foreign minister’s 
relentless efforts,  “traveling from country to 
country, attending official functions” to represent 
Kuwait, and lauded the minister’s sacrifice, which 
earned him the bestowed Order of Kuwait. On 
his part, Sheikh Dr. Ahmad expressed gratitude 
towards His Highness the Amir and his leadership, 
affirming that he was honored to serve Kuwait and 
its people.

Notwithstanding the early revelation by Dr. 
Ahmad Al-Nasser, the official announcement 
of the accord came only on Tuesday at the GCC 

GCC Summit underlines solidarity, security, stability of region
Summit venue in Al-Ula with Crown Prince 
Salman’s statement that the Gulf leaders had 
signed a “solidarity and stability” agreement 
towards ending the diplomatic rift with Qatar at 
their summit. He added that a breakthrough in 
the dispute with Qatar had led to the joint Al-Ula 
statement that would  be signed at the summit. 

Stressing that the Al-Ula statement, “affirms 
our Gulf, Arab and Islamic solidarity and stability”, 
the Crown Prince said, “There is a desperate 
need today to unite our efforts to promote our 
region and to confront challenges that surround 
us, especially the threats posed by the Iranian 
regime’s nuclear and ballistic missile programme 
and its plans for sabotage and destruction.”

Despite the fine details of the ‘solidarity and 
security’ agreement not being released, there was 
palpable relief on GCC streets that the agreement 
would soon bring to an end more than 40 months 
of embitteredness between the neighboring 
states. The rift within the six-nation bloc had not 
only affected political, commercial and trade 
interests between the two sides, it also impacted 
the social fabric of historical familial and tribal 
bonds that have cemented relations between 
people of the region for centuries. 

It was in June 2017 that Bahrain, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE severed diplomatic, 
commercial and trade ties with Qatar and imposed 
a drastic land, air and sea boycott that severely 
hindered travel to and from the peninsular state. 
The Saudi-led bloc alleged that Qatar undermined 
GCC unity, supported ‘terrorist groups’ and 
that it was moving closer to arch-foe Iran. The 
accusations were vehemently denied by Qatar, 
which in turn accused its immediate neighbors 
and Egypt of a vicious blockage and arm-twisting 
that infringed on its sovereignty.

Although the reconciliation agreement was 
the high-point of the leaders’ gathering in Saudi, 
there was no mention of the ‘solidarity and 
security agreement’ nor any clarification on the 
terms and conditions of the rapprochement in the 
communique signed at the end of the summit. 
Apparently discussions were still going on even 
after the summit to provide mutual reassurances 
and shore up trust deficits between the two 
sides. In the end, the Al-Ula Statement signed by 
the six leaders only stated their commitment to 
the unity of the GCC.  The communique states: 
“The Supreme Council highlighted its interest in 
strengthening and promoting the cohesion of 
the GCC, as well as the unity among its members, 
which are linked by special relationships and 
common traditions based on the Islamic faith and 
Arab culture. The GCC is also linked by a shared 
destiny and a single purpose, which unites their 
people together, and a desire to achieve more 
peace, integration and interdependence between 
them in all fields.” 

Any mention of the political feud that distanced 
the two sides for too long was limited to thanking 
the late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his sincere efforts to “heal 
the rift between member states”. The statement 
also expressed its “appreciation and gratitude for 
the efforts of Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, as well as the United States, in this regard”. 

The communique added that the “Supreme 
Council welcomed the signing of the Al-Ula 
Declaration, which aims to strengthen the unity 
and solidarity between the member states, 
restore the normal joint Gulf actions, and preserve 
the security and stability of the region.” It is 
noteworthy that more space in the final statement 
was dedicated to long-standing tense relations 
with regional rival Iran, the Yemen crisis, the health 

issues arising from the ongoing pandemic, and 
other regional and international issues than to the 
solidarity and security agreement that was agreed 
upon by the leaders. 

Speaking at a media briefing after the summit, 
Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud stated 
that Saudi Arabia and its three Arab allies agreed to 
restore full ties with Qatar following the signing of the 
solidarity and stability agreement. On the streets of 
Doha, Dubai, and elsewhere the announcement drew 
muted response, with some cautiously welcoming 
the agreement but many voicing concerns about 
the future. There is obviously relief at the opening 
of the borders, as it would facilitate movement of 
families and the visiting of relatives, who during the 
blockade had to resort to online video-conferencing 
or arrange clandestine meetings in Kuwait, Oman, or 
other countries.

Without further details or clarification 
being provided on the ‘solidarity and security’ 
agreement, rumors, assumptions and speculations 
about the deal have been rife. Critics point out 
that the contentious issue was never about 
border closures or trade and travel; the boycott 
or blockade (depending on which side is arguing 
the case) was the outcome and not the cause of 
the feud between the two sides. The underlying 
reasons behind the rift still remain unaddressed, 
or at least it appears unaddressed to the general 
public.

Everyone agrees that solidarity, unity and 
security among Gulf states are of paramount 
importance. However, there are circumspect 
comments from some quarters pointing out 
that the present patching up appears similar to 
the November 2014 peace deal, which the same 
feuding parties signed over much of the same 
grievances that continue to ranckle the two sides 
today. They note that papering over differences 
without a permanent solution to the core issues 
could only result in a replay of the current situation 
further down the road. 

In the UAE, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Anwar Gargash told an online media gathering that 
the states boycotting Qatar could resume travel 
and trade links with Qatar within a week, including 
practical measures to facilitate airlines, shipping 
and trade. However, he added, other issues such 
as restoring full diplomatic relations would take 
time with differences remaining, including over 
geopolitical issues. The minister said, “Some issues 
are easier to fix and some others will take a longer 
time. We have a very good start but we have issues 
with rebuilding trust.”

For his part, the Foreign Minister of Qatar 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani has 
been quoted in Western media as saying that Doha 
had agreed to suspend legal cases related to the 
boycott and cooperate on counterterrorism and 
“transnational security”, but that the deal would 
not affect his country’s relationship with Iran and 
Turkey, which were its own sovereign matters and 
for Doha to decide.

In a joint press conference with GCC Secretary-
General Dr. Nayef Al-Hajraf, at the end of the 
summit, the Saudi foreign minister Prince Farhan 
Al Saud said signing of the final communique 
“signals the start of a new chapter in pan-Gulf 
relations and a full restoration of diplomatic 
ties between Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt, to serve the 
countries’ interests and support the region’s 
stability.” He emphasized that the key guarantee 
for implementing this declaration is the real will 
of the countries to solve this crisis and reach an 
actual cohesion that boosts the region’s stability 
and addresses mutual challenges.”

The number of deaths resulting from 
traffic accidents in 2020 amounted 
to 352 deaths, a significant decrease 

from the cases recorded in 2019, according to 
statistics issued by the Traffic and Operations 
Sector at the General Traffic Department, Al 
Jarida reported.

Informed traffic sources attributed 
this decline, during the past year, to the 
repercussions of the Coronavirus that the 
country witnessed, and the accompanying 
precautionary measures taken by the relevant 

agencies in the country, including the Ministry 
of Interior and the traffic sector, by imposing 
a total and partial curfew that contributed to 
reducing the number of traffic accidents, and 
subsequently injuries and deaths.

The statistics indicated that the number 
of driving licence transactions that were 
completed in 2020 amounted to 531,615 
licences, of which 311,039 licenses were 
completed through the online service, and 
202,576 licences were obtained through 
the driver’s licenses sections in the traffic 

departments in the six governorates, in 
addition to the service centers. The report also 
noted that the driver’s license transactions 
included renewal, damage allowance, loss 
allowance, and issuance for the first time.

On the other hand, a traffic security 
source revealed that the Technical Inspection 
Department at the General Traffic Department 
announced the start of the technical inspection 
of vehicles from Sunday, 10 January, after a 
break of more than seven months due to the 
threat of the coronavirus, in order to preserve 

public health, and the safety of the employees 
in the Department of Technical Inspection and 
the visitors.

352 traffic accident deaths in 2020

FM worthy of the Order 
of Kuwait, says HH Amir

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah presented to the 

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al 
Mohammad Al-Sabah the Order of Kuwait of the 
First Class at Bayan Palace on 6 January.

His Highness the Amir said that the Foreign 
Minister (FM) Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah is worthy of the Order of 
Kuwait of the First Class, granted for his service 
to the country.

Addressing the ministers during an Amiri 
reception, His Highness the Amir commended 
Sheikh Dr. Ahmad’s relentless efforts,  “traveling 
from country to country, attending official 

functions” to represent Kuwait.
He lauded the minister’s sacrifice, which 

earned him the bestowed Order of Kuwait under 
the guidance of the leadership and instructions 
of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir praised Sheikh Dr. 
Ahmad Al-Mohammad, remembering his 
efforts also during the era of late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. On his part, 
Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Al-Mohammad expressed 
gratitude towards His Highness the Amir and 
his leadership, affirming that he was honored to 
serve Kuwait and its people.
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Shellfishes have highest
concentration of microplastics

Bivalve marine and freshwater molluscs such as 
mussels, oysters and scallops have been an important 
source of food for humans for tens of centuries. World 

trade in bivalve molluscs is around 20 million tonnes valued 
at over US$18 billion. They also serve an important role in 
the environment by filtering particles from contaminated 
coastal waters.

The consumption of raw or insufficiently cooked bivalve 
molluscs have been associated with infectious diseases and 
food poisoning. A new study by researchers at the University 
of Hull in the United Kingdom reveals that molluscs such 
as mussels, oysters and scallops have the highest levels of 
microplastic contamination among seafood.

Microplastics (MPs) arise from waste plastic, which finds its 
ways into waterways and oceans through improper disposal 
of plastics, industrial effluents and mismanagement of 
waste. The researchers, going through more than 50 studies 
that investigated the levels of microplastic contamination 
in fish and shellfish globally between 2014 and 2020, found 
clear evidence of increase in microplastic contaminants in 
shellfish. While the study established that these microplastic 
contaminants cause harm, they are still evaluating the full 
health implications for humans from consuming shellfish 
containing microplastics.

To understand the full impact on human consumption, 
the study team said they needed to establish the levels of 

microplastics humans are ingesting, by looking at how much 
seafood and fish is eaten and then measuring the amount of 
MPs in these creatures. 

The study found microplastic (MP) content was 0-10.5 
microplastics per gram (MPs/g) in molluscs, 0.1-8.6 MPs/g in 
crustaceans, 0-2.9 MPs/g in fish. The research also showed 
that China, Australia, Canada, Japan and the US topped 
the countries with the largest consumption of molluscs, 
followed by Europe and the UK.

Molluscs collected off the coasts of Asia were the most 
heavily contaminated with researchers suggesting that 
these areas are more heavily polluted by plastic. Worldwide 
plastic waste is expected to triple to 155-265 million metric 
tonnes per year by 2060. Once the plastic finds its way into 
oceans, lakes and rivers it has the potential to end up as 
microplastic inside shellfish, fish and marine mammals.

Innovative microscope that
sees through intact skull
Non-invasive microscopic 

techniques such as optical 
coherence microscopy and two-
photon microscopy are commonly 
used for in vivo imaging of living 
tissues. But the images these 
microscopes produce are often of 
less than desirable quality. 

Now, scientists at the Institute 
of Basic Science (IBS) in Seoul, 
South Korea have developed a 
deep-tissue optical imaging that 
could revolutionize studies in neuroscience and other fields.

When light passes through turbid materials such as biological tissues, 
two types of light are generated: ballistic photons and multiply-scattered 
photons. The ballistic photons travel straight through the object without 
experiencing any deflection and hence are used to reconstruct the object 
image. Multiply-scattered photons are generated via random deflections as 
the light passes through the material and show up as speckle noise in the 
reconstructed image. 

As the light propagates through increasing distances, the ratio between 
multiply-scattered and ballistic photons increases drastically, thereby 
obscuring the image information, as well as causing contrast reduction 
and image blur during the image reconstruction process. Bone tissues in 
particular have numerous complex internal structures, which cause severe 
multiple light scattering and complex optical aberration. 

When it comes to optical imaging of an intact skull, the fine structures 
of the nervous system are hard to visualize due to strong speckle noise and 
image distortion. This is problematic in further progressing neuroscience 
research. Due to limits of currently used imaging techniques, researchers 
studying the brain of mice, as a model for human brains, usually have to 
remove the skull or thin it out in order to further study the brain.

The recent breakthrough from the South Korean research team came 
from developing an innovative optical microscope that can image through 
an intact mouse skull and acquire a microscopic map of neural networks in 
the brain tissues without losing spatial resolution.

This new microscope, called a reflection matrix microscope, combines the 
powers of both hardware and computational adaptive optics (AO), which is a 
technology used to correct optical aberrations. While conventional confocal 
microscope measures reflection signal only at the focal point of illumination 
and discards all out of focus light, the reflection matrix microscope records all 
the scattered photons at positions other than the focal point. 

It is that time of the year when many 
people are coming out of a short 

break they had taken to enjoy the 
holiday season, and of course, make 
that New Year resolution. Though 
COVID-19 put a damper on gatherings 
and festivities, there is no reason 
to drop that traditional new-year 
resolution.

A new study reveals that rather than 
aspire to set lofty goals — to be more 
trimmer or smarter or more successful 
from the new year, which most people 
invariably abandon after the first 
week of a year —  it would be much 
more satisfying and perhaps, most 
needed, since we are in the middle of 
a pandemic, to set goals that involve 
giving to others.

A study by two clinical psychologists 
at the University of Rochester in the 
United States and Australian Catholic 

University shows that if we can set 
goals that aim to help others, those 
kinds of goals will, in turn, also add to 
our own well-being and happiness. 
The suggestion by the scientists 
follows nearly four decades of 
research and development of the Self-
determination Theory (SDT), which is 
today a widely accepted framework 
for the study of human motivation and 
personality

The Self-determination Theory 
centers on the idea that all humans 
have the natural tendency to behave 
in effective and healthful ways. Acts 
of willingly helping others satisfy 
all three of the basic psychological 
needs identified in SDT research: the 
needs for autonomy, competence, and 
relatedness. 

Autonomy in this context means 
that you can engage in activities in 
which you feel true volition and find 
personal value. Competence means 
feeling effective and having a sense of 
accomplishment. Finally, relatedness 
means working with and feeling 
connected to others.

If you want to make a New Year’s 
resolution that really makes you happy, 
think about the ways in which you can 
contribute to the world. All three of 
these basic needs are fulfilled. The 
research shows it is not just good for 
the world but also really good for you.

Way to happiness in 2021
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US President-elect Joe Biden’s 
inauguration comes just a month 
after the fifth anniversary of the 

Paris climate agreement, auguring long-
overdue progress in the global fight against 
climate change. Despite recent political 
commitments by major emitters to achieve 
carbon neutrality by mid-century, the 
world still is not yet on track to prevent 
global warming from exceeding 2° Celsius 

— a target that must be reached to avert 
massive disruptions to human societies.

Fortunately, we can at least quantify 
the challenge at hand. According to the 
International Energy Agency, global 
energy-related carbon-dioxide emissions 
in 2019 totaled roughly 33 billion ton — a 
figure that ultimately must be reduced to 
net zero.

Carbon capture and storage (CCS) 
can remove carbon from the air, but it 
varies significantly in cost. Assuming 
this technology be deployed at scale at 
an average cost of $100 per ton, we can 
calculate that removing the CO2 emitted 
in 2019 would cost $3.3 trillion. And 
considering, not unreasonably, that the 
cost of abatement ($100 per ton) coincides 
with the social cost incurred by global 
warming, we can then compare this figure 
to the wealth created by an economy like 
Germany, where 2019 GDP amounted to 
$3.861 trillion. That yields the formidable 
price that must be paid annually to prevent 
any further aggravation of climate change.

To economists, the obvious solution is 
to follow the ‘polluter pays’ principle. Each 
country should tax or set a price of $100 
per ton of CO2 emitted on its territory, 
the proceeds of which should go toward 
purchasing the carbon that has been 
removed by firms engaged in CCS. The 
problem with this option is that it lacks 
even the slightest chance of being adopted 
anytime soon. Many constituencies 
would object that this approach places a 
disproportionately large cost on the most 
economically vulnerable people. But let us 
bear in mind that these people suffer the 
most from climate change.

The more immediate task should be to 
mobilize funds needed to deploy CCS on a 
global scale. One of the Paris agreement’s 
primary weaknesses, in addition to its 

‘nationally determined contributions’ 
being non-binding, is that it addresses the 
volume of emissions, giving hardly any 
role to the price of carbon. With a more 
explicit, universally applied carbon price, 
we could simultaneously discourage 

emissions, encourage innovation 
and investment in decarbonization 
technologies such as CCS, and start using 
it to suck carbon out of the air.

Now consider the European Union, which 
has pledged to achieve carbon neutrality 
by 2050 and a 55 percent reduction by 
2030. Many member states have already 
adopted legally binding targets (including 
Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, and 
Sweden). To move things along, the EU can 
use the emissions market that it created 
15 years ago. This powerful device already 
covers 45 percent of the bloc’s emissions, 

but it could be improved.
Because Europe’s carbon market initially 

targeted only the volume of carbon 
emissions, relying on a cap-and-trade 
structure, carbon price was very volatile. 
Hence, after the global financial crisis, it 
lost more than 80 percent of its value, and 
remained moribund for many years. Only 
recently did the European Commission 
realize that it needed to be focusing more 
on the price of carbon, which is now over 
€30 ($37) per ton.

Carbon pricing is by far the most 
efficient way to reduce emissions, because 
it persistently alters emitters’ decision-
making over time. The higher the price of 

ISSUES

carbon, the stronger the incentive to shift to 
low- or zero-carbon energy, and to pursue 
long-term clean-energy projects. These 
projects’ potential comparative advantages 
warrant more attention.

But a high carbon price cannot be 
imposed overnight. Rather, the price must 
be gradually increased over time, following 
a trajectory that is compatible with a given 
carbon-neutrality objective. The European 
Commission is right to take a rising price 
into account. But it could greatly enhance 
its strategy’s efficacy by announcing a price 
target for carbon ahead of time. To promote 

this idea, I have created a Task Force on 
Carbon Pricing in Europe, which brings 
together not only economists and policy 
scholars but also business leaders who 
understand that they need clear market 
signals to make the right investments in 
due time.

Around the world, more and more 
governments, from Japan and South Korea 
to New Zealand and the United Kingdom, 
have announced net-zero emissions targets. 
China’s recent pledge to achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2060 is particularly important, 
given the size of its population and economy, 
which accounts for more aggregate (though 
not per capita) emissions than the US and 

Europe combined. Moreover, China has 
already created a market for carbon; but, as 
in Europe’s case, this mechanism could be 
used more efficiently if there were a more 
explicit carbon price.

Because climate change is a global 
issue that requires cooperation among 
countries, the Task Force on Carbon 
Pricing in Europe has launched a joint 
initiative with the International Finance 
Forum, a Chinese think tank, to promote 
a convergent carbon price. The US, where 
the federal government’s approach to 
climate policy will soon undergo a dramatic 
change, could play a major role in this 
respect. In addition to reaffirming America’s 
commitment to the Paris agreement, Biden 
is filling key positions with seasoned climate 
policymakers such as former Secretary of 
State John Kerry and former US Federal 
Reserve Chair Janet Yellen, who has led 
the Group of 30 Working Group on Climate 
Change and Finance. When presenting the 
group’s findings to the press, Yellen made 
clear that she understands the challenge, 
noting that “carbon prices should gradually 
increase over time to incentivize firms and 
speed the shift to net zero.”

Needless to say, a joint initiative on 
carbon pricing between the world’s three 
leading emitters, Europe, the US, and China, 
could dramatically strengthen the global 
effort to combat climate change. We already 
know that carbon pricing is necessary for 
upholding all recent carbon-neutrality 
pledges. With a credible global framework 
to fill this gap in the Paris agreement, all 
of the pieces would finally be in place 
to address humanity’s most daunting 
challenge.

Carbon Pricing Now
EDMOND ALPHANDÉRY
A former Finance Minister of France, is 
Chairman of the Task Force on Carbon 
Pricing in Europe.

Carbon pricing is by far the most efficient way to 
reduce emissions, because it persistently alters 

emitters’ decision-making over time. The higher the 
price of carbon, the stronger the incentive to shift to 

low- or zero-carbon energy.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Join the Conversation
@thetimeskuwait@timeskuwait @thetimesq8

w w w . t i m e s k u w a i t . c o m



15
The Times Kuwait              10 - 16 January, 2021
www.timeskuwait.com

As governments around the world 
seek to ‘build back better’ from the 
pandemic, addressing women’s 

under-representation in political and 
corporate leadership must be at the top 
of the agenda. We simply cannot achieve 
the resilient, inclusive, and sustainable 
societies that we need if the current gap 
between women and men persists.

Closing the gap would yield massive 
economic benefits. The World Bank 
estimates that bringing women’s lifetime 
earnings up to the same level as those 
of men would translate into a ‘gender 
dividend’ of $172 trillion in global human-
capital wealth. We already know that 
companies with higher levels of both 
gender and ethnic diversity tend to 
deliver better economic performance.

Nonetheless, new research from the 
Reykjavík Index for Leadership shows a 
lack of progress in public perceptions of 
women’s suitability for leadership roles in 
comparison to the way that men in such 
roles are perceived. An Index score of 100 
indicates that there is complete agreement 
that men and women are equally suitable 
for leadership. That score has remained 
stagnant across all countries surveyed for 
the last three years, averaging 73.

Conducted in G7 countries as well as 
Kenya, Nigeria, and India, the Index finds 
that harmful gender stereotypes remain 
deep-rooted, as does the equality gap 
in every country surveyed. There is still 
an effective ‘birthright’ of equality for 
men, set against the everyday reality of 
inequality for women around the world.

In France, only 45 percent of 
respondents would feel very comfortable 
having a woman as head of government. 
In Germany, where a woman has served 
as chancellor for 15 years, the figure is 41 
percent, up from 31 percent in 2019. In 
Italy, 46 percent of people would be very 
comfortable having a woman as the CEO 
of a major company, compared to just 39 
percent in Japan. Entering the Index for 
the first time this year, Nigeria and Kenya 
register similar numbers: only 44 percent 
of Nigerians and 40 percent of Kenyans 

would be very comfortable with a woman 
as head of government.

One remarkable conclusion from the 
survey is that women are more likely than 
men in all countries to perceive men and 
women as equally suitable for leadership. 
Another sobering finding, however, is 
that younger people overall tend to be 
less progressive on this issue. The most 
prejudiced group is young men between 
18 and 34 years old; and the tensions 
concerning work and equality within 
this group are further reflected in data 
showing that women continue to perform 
the majority of household chores.

Regardless of how one feels politically 
about figures like Indira Gandhi, Margaret 
Thatcher, and Angela Merkel, these names 
stand out for belonging to a small cohort 
of women leaders who have steered their 
respective countries with a steady hand 
through especially challenging times. The 
year 2020 was a watershed moment, with 
global challenges like COVID-19 further 
underscoring the need for women’s 
leadership. According to an analysis of 
194 countries by the Centre for Economic 
Policy Research and the World Economic 
Forum, those led by women have had 

‘systematically and significantly better’ 
outcomes, suffering half as many deaths 
on average as those led by men.

Last year marked not only the 75th 
anniversary of the United Nations, but 
also the 25th anniversary of the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action — a 
global blueprint for securing women’s 
rights. Now, in 2021, we enter the last 
decade for achieving the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, many of which touch 
on issues of diversity and equality.

Despite the urgency, we have yet to 
grapple with the scale of the hurdles 
still standing between us and true parity 
between women and men. Among 
other things, we must invest far more in 
education and health services for women 
and girls, so that they will have the same 
opportunities as their male counterparts.

Governments and businesses should 
help pave the way, by committing and 
then following through with measures to 
close the gap between women and men.

When women are equally represented 
in politics, they have a clear and 

measurable impact on public health, the 
economy, and security, and their presence 
leads to more inclusive, sustainable, and 
democratic policies that benefit everyone. 
When women are underrepresented 

in senior positions, everyone loses. 
You cannot be what you cannot see. 
Reorienting public perceptions of what 
leadership looks like should be one of our 
top priorities.
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Strategies to reduce 
overall emissions 

in the three critical 
jurisdictions of the US, 

EU, and China will 
accelerate recovery from 
the COVID-19 crisis in 
the near term and drive 

longer-term growth 
through a global clean-

energy transition.

VIEWPOINT

HELEN CLARK
A former prime minister of New Zealand 
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Time to update leadership script
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With COVID-19 vaccinations underway 
in some countries and efforts to 
expand access still ongoing, world 

leaders will soon shift their attention from 
crisis response to pandemic recovery. 
Governments have already committed $12 
trillion to the COVID-19 response, and there 
will be strong pressure to keep investing in a 
return to the pre-pandemic ‘normal’. But that 
would be a mistake.

Putting aside budget constraints, we have 
just seen that the pre-pandemic normal had 
dire implications for the world. Our strained 
interactions with the environment helped 
introduce the coronavirus to humans, our 
hyperconnected global economy allowed it to 
spread like wildfire, and its especially deadly 
effects on the most vulnerable populations 
has highlighted the consequences of deep-
seated social and economic inequalities 
within and between countries.

Instead of aiming to restore that pre-
2020 way of life, our leaders should set their 
sights on creating a different, better world. 
Fortunately, they already have a roadmap 
in the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which embody economic, social, and 
environmental targets that all countries have 
committed to achieve by 2030.

When originally adopted in 2015, the 
SDGs aimed to double down on a previous 
generation’s progress by eradicating 
extreme poverty, reversing the scourge of 
environmental degradation, and decisively 
reducing inequality. By the time COVID-19 
began devastating the world, targets like 
ending preventable child deaths were 
coming within sight, even if problems like 
climate change and social inequality were 
looming ever larger. And although the virus 
has impeded progress, it has not changed the 

essential outcomes. Moreover, the pandemic 
has shone a spotlight on problems like food 
insecurity, gender inequity, racism, and 
biodiversity loss, alongside long-standing 
gaps in access to education, jobs, and life-
saving technologies. These are all problems 
that the SDGs seek to address.

Looking ahead, the immediate challenge 
is to adapt to our new conditions while 
charting a course toward a better destination. 

Through our own work with 17 Rooms, a 
global community of experts collaborating to 
identify practical next steps for each SDG, we 
have identified four ‘transitions’ to help guide 
us. Each reflects a major shift in attitudes and 
decision-making that requires more sustained 
support to match the scale of the global issues 
we face.

The first such transition concerns equal 
justice. Developments in 2020 shed new 
light on longstanding social and economic 
inequities faced by women, minorities, 

low-income workers, and victims of state-
sponsored violence, among many other 
groups. Tackling the roots of inequality 
requires deep and persistent commitments 
to economic and social progress for every 
segment of society. This can start with 
everything from ‘last mile’ alliances to solve 
the toughest problems of exclusion to ‘just 
recovery’ campaigns to ensure that policy 
responses to the crisis are transparently 

supporting those who need help the most.
The second major shift is toward ‘blue-

green’ replenishment. For too long, natural 
capital (the environment) has been valued 
only at the margins. But the pandemic has 
shown that an imbalance between nature 
and humans in one part of the world can 
upend systems everywhere. 

The planet’s ‘blue’ skies, oceans, and 
natural waterways and ‘green’ land-based 
ecosystems exist within absolute physical 
boundaries that we ignore at our peril. 

We must do more to protect these crucial 
assets at scale.

To that end, at the Convention on 
Biological Diversity in May, all countries must 
adopt the ‘30x30’ framework, which seeks to 
protect 30 percent of the world’s land and 
sea (through permanent measures) by 2030. 
The world also needs to reallocate roughly $5 
trillion in explicit and implicit annual fossil-
fuel subsidies toward green jobs, renewable 
energy, and other technologies to preserve 
the natural assets humanity needs to survive 
and thrive.

The third transition is toward inclusive 
systems for technological innovation. In 
recent decades, sleek, shiny consumer 
electronics have typically garnered the 
most attention. But the crises of 2020 have 
underscored the need for both equitable 
access to technology and public trust in new 
solutions. From skepticism about vaccines to 
concerns over data privacy and low-carbon 
energy incentives, we now face an imperative 
to establish a technology infrastructure 
that solves immediate problems while also 
fostering confidence in the longer-term 
trajectory of innovation.

Here, welcome changes can start with 
everything from coordinating epidemic 
sentinel (monitoring) networks across regions 
to piloting independent digital platforms 
within fast-growing emerging economies.

Finally, none of these political, economic, 
environmental, and technological shifts 
can succeed without an equally large-scale 
generational transition. The COVID-19 crisis 
has not just exposed the shortcomings of 
current leaders; it has also jeopardized the 
life prospects of hundreds of millions of 
young people.

A generational transition can start with 
many small-scale initiatives. For example, 
government ministers can set joint 
investment strategies with kids who have 
been shut out of school, and universities 
can deploy their newly implemented online 
learning systems to help communities 
develop new skills for local jobs.

As the world begins to recover from the 
deep strains of 2020, many will be tempted to 
pick up where everything left off before the 
crisis hit. But doing so would miss the point. 
We need to match the new awareness of our 
global fragility with renewed support for the 
approaches that will make us less susceptible 
to crisis in the first place. We need 2021 to 
mark the start of a great transition.

Let the Great Transition Begin
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The planet’s ‘blue’ skies, oceans, and natural 
waterways and ‘green’ land-based ecosystems exist 
within absolute physical boundaries that we ignore 

at our peril. We must do more to protect these 
crucial assets at scale.
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