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Last week, the Secretary-
General of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC), Mohammad Barkindo of 
Nigeria called climate protesters 
the “greatest threat” to fossil fuels. 
This outburst probably stemmed 
from the realization that climate 
change activists were the vanguard 
of a growing consumer movement 

around the world that could bring in 
governments with an explicit mandate 
for a greener economy that relies less 
on fossil fuels and more on renewable 
forms of energy.

Despite the secretary-general’s 
warning, many OPEC member 
countries, including the six-nation  Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) bloc have 

begun to hedge their bets on fossil 
fuels and are embracing renewable 
energy sources. Even though 
hydrocarbons form the life-blood of 
GCC and their economies are to a large 
extent, if not totally, reliant on oil and 
gas revenues, they have over the years 
been significantly investing in various 
renewable forms of energy. 

Kuwait, which has the fifth-largest 
reserves and fourth-largest production 
of oil among the 14-member OPEC, 
remains committed to realizing His 

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s vision 
of meeting at least 15 percent of 
the country’s energy needs from 
renewable sources by 2030.

 Currently, oil and gas provide 
around 70 and 30 percent respectively 
of the energy needed for electricity 
generation. In a bid to increase the 

amount of oil available for export and 
lessen gas emissions, Kuwait decided 
to raise the use of gas in its power 
generation plants. But the country, 
which is not self-sufficient in gas 
production has been importing gas at 
an added cost. 

But the import of gas to fuel power 
generation is not an ideal solution as 
the government bears the brunt of 
the cost of power generation through 
its subsidy programs. Increasing 
power usage in Kuwait has meant 
that the government’s electricity 
and water generation subsidies have 
grown significantly in recent years. 
In presenting its development plan 
report for the 2019-2020 period to 
parliament, the government warned 
that fuel subsidies to operate energy 
and water utilities have increased to 
10 percent of annual revenues. Saying 
that this situation was untenable in 
the long-term, the government called 
for increasing spending on renewable 
energy projects.

Renewable energy is not something 
new to Kuwait, as with most other 
initiatives the country was the leader 
in renewable energy generation in the 
entire region. Back in 1978, a team from 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
(KISR), with German support, designed 
and created a pilot solar energy 
station. But then, as with everything 
else, enthusiasm for renewable energy 
waned, until quite recently after most 
other GCC states had gone well ahead in 
renewable energy projects of their own. 

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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A recent survey on entrepreneur-
ship among youth in Kuwait 

found that over 67 percent of respon-
dents would like to be self-employed, 
become entrepreneurs and start 
their own business.  The survey also 
showed that the perceived image of 
entrepreneurs in the country is very 
positive. Of the total respondents, 83 
percent perceived entrepreneurs to 
be opportunity-driven and that they 
help in creating new jobs.

Youth unemployment in the 
region is among the highest in the 

world. Given the large number of 
youth without regular jobs it is not 
surprising that self-employment and 
entrepreneurship is a growing trend 
in the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region.

The ‘Entrepreneurship in the 
Middle East and North Africa 2019’ 
survey, was conducted by Bayt.com, 
the Middle East’s leading career site, 
and market research agency YouGov,  
When asked about the reasons for 
starting their own business, the 
top two responses were, ‘personal 
fulfillment’ (44%) and ‘freedom to 
choose work-life balance’ (48%). 

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Entrepreneurship needs 
more than encouragement
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Releasing its annual statistics on 
casualties from traffic accidents, the 
Ministry of Justice said a total of 263 

people were killed on Kuwait roads during 
2018, a spike of 4 percent from the figures 
in 2017.

Ahmadi governorate topped the list 
with 86 deaths reported while Capital 
governorate had the least number of 
deaths at 13.

Other highlights from the annual 

statistics include:
Traffic courts in the country reviewed 

4,584 cases of traffic complaints, with 
Ahmadi governorate, once again in the lead 
with 1,355 cases, while only 202 cases were 
attributed to the Capital area, making it the 
lowest.

While traffic courts in the six provinces 
received 17,271 cases in 2017, the numbers 
were fewer last year with the courts having 
to deal with only 11,697 cases.

Statistics on verdicts by the traffic 
courts show that 300 motorists were 
imprisoned for violations, 263 licenses 
were withdrawn and KD488,778 was 
collected in fines during the same 
period. 

The records also revealed that the most 
number of traffic cases last year was in the 
month of December, which saw a total of 
1,573 cases registered, while the lowest was 
in January with just 20 cases.

Traffic accidents lead to 263 deaths on Kuwait roads in 2018

In partnership with Kuwait Central Blood Bank 
(CBB), Al Sayer Holding Corporate Excellence 

Department organized blood donation campaigns 
as part of Corporate Sustainability and Community 
Services at Four Locations: ALSAYER Headquarter 
KFTZ1, Al-Rai Toyota Showroom, New Ardiya 
Delivery Center and Ahmadi Toyota Service Center. 

More than 300 employees participated in this 
volunteer campaign, believing that donating blood 
is the greatest gift to humanity.

Speaking on the ocassion, Eng. Nehad AlHaj Ali, DGM 
Corporate Excellence said, “Donating blood is essential 
because maintaining an adequate blood supply in our 
community secures blood transfusions for patients. It 
gives donors a medical checkup at no cost as well as 
their satisfaction for helping someone in a desperate 
need of blood to save his life. It also has positive 
reflection on your health; it keeps the heart and liver 
healthy, manages your weight and adds to your 
longevity.”

AlSayer Holding organizes 
blood donation campaign

Chinese expo delegation visits Kuwait

In preparation for the upcoming 4th China 
Arab States Expo 2019 to be held on 5-8 

September, 2019 in Yinchuan, Ningxia China, a 
delegation headed by the Director- General of 
Ningxia Expo Bureau Zhang Li Wei visited Kuwait 
last week.

During his visit, Li Wei along with his team paid 
a courtesy visit on Deputy Director General of 
the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(KCCI), Hamad J. Al-Omar at the KCCI premises. 
The two sides discussed various issues of mutual 
interest.

The visiting delegation also collected data of 
more than a dozen local companies and Chinese 
Associations in Kuwait, which will be linked to 
related institutes and factories in the Muslim 
province of Ningxia for the upcoming expo.

Delegations from more than 48 countries are 
expected to participate in the China Arab States 
Expo, which will be closely integrated with China’s 
ambitious One Belt & Road (OBR) project. The OBR 
is a global development strategy adopted by the 
Chinese government and involving infrastructure 
development and investments in countries along 
the ancient Silk Road and which includes the Arab 
countries. “We will start a new era of history in the 
21st century by joining hand by hand and heart by 
heart,” said Li Wei. 

According to the delegation, the upcoming 
Expo will display among others, a range of high-
tech medical products from the healthcare 
industry, and advanced mobile medical products 
along with highlighting how the Chinese medical 
treatment benefits from the integration of 
internet into long distance operations, which will 
be very useful in the healthcare functioning in 
near future.

Before departing, the visiting delegation also 
met with the Chinese Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. 
Li Minggang at the Chinese Embassy. Chairman 
of the Chinese Association in Kuwait, Tailang 
Dong hosted a farewell dinner in honor of the 
visiting delegation, which was attended by 
members of the Chinese Associations in Kuwait.

Amazon Web Services 
(AWS), an Amazon.

com company, announced 
that Seera Group (formerly 
Al Tayyar Travel Group), 
one of the leading providers 
of travel services in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa, has selected AWS 
as its preferred cloud provider and will run the 
vast majority of its workloads on the world’s 
leading cloud. 

The group will use advanced analytics, and 
artificial intelligence and machine learning 
(ML) services from AWS, including Amazon 
SageMaker, to build a more personalized 
experience for their customers and plans to 
have all of its infrastructure and applications 
running on AWS by the end of 2019.

Seera chose AWS because of its high levels 
of security, its broad and deep portfolio of 
cloud services, and because AWS is best 

positioned to support the 
group on its mission to 
develop and launch the 
most innovative travel 
solutions for customers 
across the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

Andy Isherwood, 
Managing Director, Amazon 

Web Services EMEA, said, “Organizations in the 
travel industry are increasingly turning to the 
cloud to get the agility, flexibility, and reliability 
they need to delight their customers so it is 
no surprise that a leader in the Middle East 
like Seera has selected AWS. Seera has been 
at the forefront of understanding the power 
of cloud technology to bring transformation 
to the travel industry and has turned to AWS 
to move fast and innovate. We are excited to 
see Seera continue its innovation journey as it 
takes advantage of AWS services to build the 
next generation of smart travel solutions.” 

Seera Group selects AWS as 
its Preferred Cloud Provider
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Indians form a fifth of all expelled expats in last six years

Since 2013 the Ministry of Interior 
(MoI) has deported around 148,000 
expatriates from Kuwait, most of 

them were expelled for residency and labor 
law violations, while a smaller number of 
criminals and other offenders were also 
deported. Nearly 60 percent (88,000) of 
those deported were men.

A community- and gender-wise breakup 
reveals that a fifth of all those deported 
during the past six years were Indian men 
(29,000), followed by Egyptians (16,000), 
Bangladeshis (14,000), Sri Lankans and 
Nepalese (5,000), Ethiopians (4,000) and 
Filipinos (1,700), with the rest being men of 
different other nationalities.

Among women deportees, Ethiopians 

came in first with 14,000 deportees, followed 
by Filipinos (13,500), Sri Lankans (12,000), 
Indians (7,000), Nepalese (5,000), Egyptians 
(400) and Bangladeshis (200), and the rest 
being other nationalities.

A source at MoI emphasized that 
the administrative of the Deportation 
Department is making strenuous efforts 
to deport expatriates, in coordination with 
other bodies such as the Ports Department 
and the Criminal Evidences Department 
represented by the Department of Personnel 
Investigation, the Public Administration of 
Correctional Institutions, the Execution of 
Judgments and the General Administration 
of Immigration, Preventive Security and 
Rescue Patrols.

The source stressed that the deportation 
department is governed by binding controls 
and the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior Lt-Gen Sheikh Khalid Jarrah and 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior, 
Essam Al-Nham are keen to see that no one 
is subjected to injustice or arbitrariness.

Reiterating the keenness of authorities 
to abide by international standards and 
take into consideration humanitarian 
aspects before deporting expatriates, the 
source explained that there were several 
expatriates who are awaiting deportation, 
as the situation in their country of origin is 
unstable at the moment.

The source pointed out that when the 
expatriates inform the Kuwaiti authorities 

that traveling to their home country is 
dangerous, such cases are fully studied and 
if true, international organizations or the 
UNHCR committee are notified. Included 
in the deportation records are those who 
voluntarily opted to leave the country.

Forbes Middle East has unveiled the seventh 
edition of the ‘Top Indian Leaders in the 

Middle East’ list, recognizing the achievements 
of the Arab world’s most successful Indian 
business leaders.  Indian Ambassador to the 
UAE H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, and H.H. Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Maktoum Bin Juma Al Maktoum 
released the prestigious annual issue at a gala 
ceremony held at the Palazzo Versace in Dubai 
on 10 July.

Yusuffali MA, Chairman of Lulu Group tops the 
list followed by BR Shetty, Sunil Vaswani, Ravi Pillai, 
PNC Menon and Dr. Azad Moopen among others.

Other prominent businessmen in the 
top 15 include Dr. Shamsheer Vayalil, Adeeb 
Ahamed and Shamlal Ahamed, which is a 
great recognition for the young generation of 

Malayalee business leaders, who are making 
an impact in the Middle East. In his address, 
Ambassador H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri said: 
“These visionary and dynamic personalities 
successfully established business organizations 
contributing immensely to the economic and 
socio-cultural fabric of this region, are very 
much part of this great country. 

Forbes’ annual list is a great recognition for 
these visionary leaders who have set benchmarks 
in various businesses of course ably supported by 
the wonderful business environment created by 
the rulers of this great country”.

The 2019 edition of the list included business 
leaders from various sectors like retail, industrials, 
healthcare, banking and finance, both in owners 
and executive management categories.

Forbes unveils 2019 Top Indian 
Leaders in the Middle East

Kuwait Airways to enhance its Airbus 
A320 fleet with additional aircrafts

IATA issues deadline
to travel agencies in Kuwait 

Kuwait Airways, the country’s National 
Carrier, is set to receive next month 

between five to six Airbus A320 aircrafts as 
part of the airline’s plan to provide quality 
services to its clientele. Kuwait Airways will 
own a total of 28 Airbus A320 by next year, its 
Chairman Youssef Al-Jassim said as he toured 
Istanbul’s new airport, where he held talks with 
officials from IGA; the consortium building and 
operating the sprawling facility.

During his visit to Istanbul, he said it was a step 
towards stronger aviation ties between Kuwait 
and Turkey, ahead of a planned “partnership deal” 
Kuwait’s flag carrier seeks to clinch with IGA.

The agreement primarily entails airport 
services, the official divulged, describing Turkey as 
a hotspot that has long beguiled Kuwaiti travelers, 

a fact he attributed to the commonalities both 
nations share. 

The Kuwaiti official’s visit is crucial to push 
aviation ties, according to IGA’s Chairman Murat 
Sumutcu, who pointed out that it was in the 
best interest of both countries. He added that 
the Kuwaiti delegation got a firsthand look at the 
cutting-edge technology employed by the new 
mega airport, which has already begun serving 16 
million people.

Kuwait’s Consul General in Istanbul Mohammad 
Al-Mohammad emphasized the importance of 
closer aviation ties as well, given the fact that the 
number of Kuwaitis to have visited Turkey has 
increased exponentially. Kuwait’s national carrier 
is offering daily flights to Turkey all summer long 
as part of a newly revamped itinerary.

The International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) 

has notified 131 travel and 
tourism agencies in Kuwait 
that the insurance companies 
that cover these agencies will 
end their services from 25 July.

Many airlines are understood 
to have given grace periods to 
the agencies in order for them 
to find alternative insurance 
solutions prior to the deadline, 
failing which they said they 
would stop issuing tickets to 
these companies.

In line with IATA regulations, 
travel and tourism agencies rely 
on three methods for insurance 

coverage — banking insurance, 
proprietary system of insurance 
companies, or the new ‘Easy 
Pay’ method. Industry experts 
say the move by IATA could 

jeopardize the travel and tourism 
sector, with the erring agencies 
forming nearly 35 percent of the 
total number of travel agencies 
in Kuwait.
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Number of HNWI in Kuwait increases in 2018

LOCAL

The number of millionaires or HNWI 
(high net worth individuals) in 

Kuwait increased by 8 percent in 2018 
compared to a year earlier, according to 
the World Wealth Report for 2018.

According to the report, prepared 
by the French multinational 
corporation Capgemini that provides 
business consultancy, the number 
of millionaires in Kuwait jumped to 
188,000 in 2018 from the 174,000 

recorded in 2017 while their combined 
wealth increased by 6 percent. Kuwait 
was accordingly ranked 17th globally 
and second among Gulf Cooperation 
COuncil (GCC) states in the index for 
the highest number of HNWIs. 

Improvements in oil prices and recent 
structural and financial reforms in the 
GCC are cited as reasons for strong 
growth in Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) and enhanced performance of 

their financial markets, which in turn has 
led to stability in their economies and 
increase in HNWI wealth.

Saudi Arabia, which is the largest 
economy in the region recorded robust 
GDP growth and was ranked 16th in 
HNWI’s list. Meanwhile, the United States 
topped the global list of rich people, 
registering over 5 million HNWIs in 
2018, followed by Japan with 3.1 million 
HNWIs.

Three important years have passed 
since the 15th of July coup attempt 
carried out by the FETO terrorist 

organization.
The 15th of July coup attempt 

was planned by the FETO leadership 
and carried out by members of the 
organization, whom infiltrated into our 
army by disobeying the chain of command 
of the armed forces. This heinous act 
constitutes the deadliest terrorist attack 
that Turkey has ever experienced.

We have never before witnessed such 
savagery and treachery in our history as the 
one exhibited by the perpetrators of this 
coup attempt: our Parliament Building, 
the Presidential complex, the building of 
the National Intelligence Organization 
(MIT), buildings of the Turkish National 
Police, the Headquarters of the Police 
Special Operations Department located 
in Ankara were bombed by rogue pilots. 

Tanks were driven to the streets to 
mow down innocent civilians, while 
helicopters and jets dropped bombs from 

the air and shot everyone in sight. The 
Fetullahist traitors disguised as soldiers 
did not shy away from bombing their 
brothers-in-arms. It has not been possible 
to reach the bodies of fifty-one police 
officers who were martyred as a result 
of intense bombing that targeted the 
Police Special Operations Department 
Headquarters in our Capitol city, Ankara. 

That night, two hundred and fifty one 
citizens were killed and more than two 
thousand people were injured.

The 15th of July coup attempt 
revealed the grave threat posed by the 
FETO terrorist organization against our 
State. In order to fully understand all 
aspects of the 15th of July coup attempt, 
it is imperative to consider this dark 
network, beginning from schools and 
prep schools established over the last 
few decades by FETO. By brainwashing 
young minds at schools founded 
under the disguise of so-called training 
activities, they indoctrinated a large 
group of radical followers, who carried 
out the instructions of the organization’s 
leadership unquestioningly and violated 
all legal and moral norms.  

Graduates of these schools were able 

to infiltrate the most critical institutions 
of the State by stealing exam questions; 
furthermore, those considered as an 
obstacle to the organization were 
treacherously eliminated as FETO 
conspired against them. 

FETO strengthened its economic and 
political influence by abusing the State’s 
resources and authority for the vile 
interests of the organization. On the 15th 
of July, we were able to grasp the sheer 
size of the secret structure established by 
FETO within our most critical institution, 
the Turkish Armed Forces.

The Turkish people who have stood 
against this horrific threat have fervently 
and courageously demonstrated to the 
world that they did not recognize any 
power over their will and stood ready to 
sacrifice their lives to protect their State 
and the democratic system.

In the past three years, the fight against 
FETO both inside and outside Turkey has 
constituted one of the main priorities of 
our State. Within Turkey, our efforts are 

being conducted under three pillars:
Firstly, on the basis of the rule of law, 

the perpetrators of the 15th of July coup 
attempt have been brought to justice.

Secondly, FETO’s organizational 
structure within governmental 
institutions has been unveiled; 
administrative and judicial procedures 
have been initiated against its members 
and hence the “parallel state structure” 
has been brought down.

Thirdly, apart from those within 
the governmental institutions, FETO’s 
attempts to spread across all areas of the 
economy via its shell entities, particularly 
in the education, media and banking 
sectors, have been thwarted. 

Despite facing extraordinary security 
challenges, we have been able to 
successfully conduct our fight at home 
in compliance with the principles of the 
rule of law and fundamental rights and 
freedoms. We have also expended efforts 
to avoid grievances and established 
new mechanisms to examine and settle 
alleged grievances.

As these developments took place, 
FETO has undergone a significant 
transformation. The organization, which 

lost its backbone in Turkey, is now trying 
to survive by making use of its structure 
abroad. Thus, fighting against the 
structures of FETO abroad has gained 
significance. The fight against FETO 
structures abroad has been among the 
top priorities of the Turkish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The main objective of our efforts is 
to demonstrate and prove the fact that 
FETO also poses a threat to the security 
of other countries where it remains active.  
In this regard, the concrete examples 
gathered indicate that FETO does not 
hesitate to violate laws by acting almost 
like an secretive intelligence service and 
points out to the fact that it aims to 
establish political and economic zones 
of influence that permits the creation of 
structures similar to those in Turkey in 
other countries that it has spread to since 
the 1990s.

Moreover, we have taken administrative 
measures and initiated legal proceedings 
to limit the maneuvering space of the 
FETO terrorist organization abroad and 
to prevent its members from transferring 
money and escaping justice. Within the 
scope of investigations conducted in 
Turkey, we have requested the extradition 
of the main ringleaders of the structures 
of FETO abroad from the countries where 
these persons are located.

The Turkish Maarif Foundation (TMF) 
maintains its activities all around the 
world to prevent any shortfalls resulting 
from the steps taken against FETO, 
especially in the field of education.

With the contribution of our missions 
abroad that implement intensive efforts 
within the framework summarized 
above, we are gaining traction and getting 
concrete results.

Most importantly, the international 
community is gradually understanding 
that FETO is not a social movement that 
engages with education and charity, 
contrary to the way it tries to portray 
itself, but rather a dark and insidious 
organization with political and economic 
ambitions. A clear awareness regarding 
the characteristics of the organization has 
developed among public opinions abroad.

Various countries and international 
organizations have declared FETO as a 
terrorist organization. In this context, 
FETO was declared as a terrorist 
organization in the 43rd session of the 
Council of Foreign Ministers of the 
OIC held on 19 October 2016; a similar 
resolution was written at the Asian 
Parliamentary Assembly on 1 December 
2016 and ratified at the 12th Conference 
of the Parliamentary Union of the OIC 
on 27 January 2017. In addition to the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan declared FETO 
a terrorist organization with the verdict 
rendered on 28 December 2018.

The awareness raised regarding FETO 
in third countries has also stimulated 
closer monitoring and investigation of the 
activities related to these elements by the 

officials of the aforementioned countries. 
Unlawful acts carried out by FETO-

affiliated organizations have thus been 
revealed in various countries. The 
members of the organization have been 
deported accordingly. In addition to those 
deported to third countries, more than 
one hundred and ten FETO members 
from over twenty countries have been 
extradited to Turkey.

TMF has taken over FETO affiliated 
schools in eighteen countries. The 
activities of FETO affiliated schools and 
language courses have been terminated 
in thirty-six countries.

Our efforts have increased the 
pressure on the members of the 
organization living abroad and there has 
been a serious constriction within the 
structuring of the organization abroad 
along with its capabilities. The number 
of FETO members attempting to escape 
the countries in which they are active has 
been on the rise, particularly in Africa, as 
well as Turkey.

While experiencing a visible disruption 
in its global network, the organization still 
strives to make up victimization stories by 
resorting to unfounded news through the 
use of their existing media outlets. It also 
attempts to strengthen cooperation with 
circles hostile to Turkey by using PR and 
lobbying methods. 

Our efforts for fully eliminating the 
structures of FETO abroad constitutes a 
long-term fight. The Turkish Government 
will resolutely maintain its efforts in that 
regard.

We appreciate the solidarity and 
cooperation that Kuwait demonstrated 
from the first moment of the failed coup.

- Ayşe Hilal Sayan Koytak
Ambassador of Turkey in Kuwait

Exclusive to The Times

Turkish Ambassador message on the 
anniversary of the 15 July coup attempt
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Department of Public 
Relations and Security 
Media in Ministry of Interior 

(MoI) has released a statement on 
the conditions that expatriates must 
fulfill, in order to be eligible to apply 
for a driving license in Kuwait. 

The MoI said it was clarifying 
the driving license requirements 
with the aim of saving time of 
ministry personnel from having to 

repeatedly respond to questions 
from expatriates regarding this 
matter. The statement said that: As 
per ministerial decree No. 5598/2014 
issue don 25 November 2014, non-
Kuwaiti applicants can obtain a 
private or public driving license 
provided that they have legally 
stayed in the country for at least 
two years, receive a monthly salary 
of not less than KD600, and have 
a university degree. Resolution 
No. 3 of the decree specified the 
categories excluded from some of 
the conditions based on their social 
and functional circumstances.

According to the resolution, 
the first category excluded from 
the conditions of residence, salary, 
and university certificate covers 
over a dozen segments. They are: 
non- Kuwaiti women married to 
Kuwaiti men including widows 
and divorcees provided they have 
children, non-Kuwaiti men married 

to Kuwaiti women and have children, 
Bedoun residents with valid security 
cards, students provided they are 
registered at any of the universities 
or applied institutions in Kuwait, 
members of the diplomatic corps, 
professionals in sports federations, 
clubs and government sectors, 
drivers and representatives who 
hold valid legal driving licenses 
issued by their countries or any 
other country, domestic workers 
who have been working for a period 
of not less than five consecutive 
years in a similar capacity provided 
they change their profession to 
driver, technicians working in the 

oil fields, pilots and sea captains and 
their assistants, washers of the dead, 
nursing staff, physiotherapists and 
medical technicians, housewives, 
as well as sons and spouses of 
judges, counselors, prosecutors 
and experts, faculty members 
of universities and institutions, 
doctors, pharmacists, and general 
managers and their assistants.

The decision states that the 
second category exempted from 
residency and salary conditions 
but should be holders of university 
degrees include judges, prosecutors, 
consultants and experts, faculty 
members of universities and 

applied institutes, journalists and 
media professionals, doctors and 
pharmacists, researchers, judiciary 
men, translators, librarians, teachers, 
social workers and engineers, trainers 
working in sports federations and 
clubs in government agencies.

The last category is excluded 
from the residency condition but 
must have monthly salary of not less 
than KD600 and should be holders 
of university degrees. This category 
includes general managers and 
assistants, directors, accountants, 
and finally representatives.

The licenses of drivers and 
representatives will be cancelled 
upon the cancellation of their 
residence permits, or if they change 
their profession based on which 
the driving license was issued. The 
person will then not be eligible to 
apply for a driving license for at least 
two years and the new procedures 
will apply.

Driving licence eligibility conditions for expatriates

Newly established Kuwait Cycling Club has 
signed an agreement with CityMountainBike, 

the organizers of the Union Cycliste Internationale’s 
(UCI) Mountain Bike (MTB) Eliminator World Cup 
series. The agreement was signed on 7 July, in 
the presence of CEOs active in Belgian sports and 
cycling ecosystem, and on the same day that the 
second phase of annual Tour de France kicked off 
from Brussels, the capital of Belgium.

With this deal Kuwait will become the principal 
sponsor of the UCI MTB Eliminator series, a 
spectacular series of 12 professional mountain-bike 
races held around the world. The official title of the 
international cycling event would be rebranded to 
UCI MTB Eliminator series powered by Kuwait Cycling 
Club.  The sponsorship gives Kuwait an enormous 
visibility and credibility in the international cycling 

world. In addition, parallel negotiations are also 
underway to organize an international mountain-
bike race in Kuwait, in the framework of the Middle 
East games or even the World Cup. With this deal 
Kuwait makes a major step in the internationalization 
of its cycling ambitions.

Belgian’s economic counsellor in Kuwait Sam 
SERVAES, who attended the ceremony, welcomed 
the deal as a positive example of the new dynamic in 
Kuwait’s professional sport landscape. Recently the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) repealed the 
suspension of Kuwait Olympic Committee. 

Furthermore, he continued, “Belgium is 
famous for its cyclists and sport organisations. Our 
companies are ready to collaborate with Kuwait, 
at mutual benefit for the sports economics of our 
both countries,” the counsellor added. 

Kuwait main sponsor of 
UCI-MTB World Cup cycling 

Several lawmakers have 
threatened to grill the 

Minister of State for Economic 
Affairs. Mariam Al-Aqeel if she 
fails to fix the prevailing “chaos” 
in issuing work permits by the 
Public Authority for Manpower 
(PAM), and other issues related 
to the growing number of ex-
patriates in the country.

The parliamentarians called 
for a meeting with the minister 
before the next term of Par-
liament to discuss the issues, 
as well as those related to the 
Kuwait’s demographic imbal-
ance despite official promises 
and increased public dismay 
over the uncontrolled increase 
in expat populations in the 
workplace at the expense of 
citizens.

The lawmakers said the 
meeting with the minister, 
which could be held in Sep-
tember or early October, will 
be open to all parliamentar-
ians and not just members 
of the parliamentary health, 
social affairs and finance com-
mittees. Further, several parlia-

mentarians alleged that PAM 
had been very liberal in issu-
ing work permits to marginal 
laborers, with the result that 
over 70 percent of expats in 
Kuwait do not have university 
degrees.

In addition, the sources 
said a government-parlia-
ment agreement had been 
made to limit the number 
of work permits issued to a 
certain expat community be-
cause their population had 
grown to become as much 
as Kuwaitis, and this posed 
a threat to national security. 
But the lawmakers alleged 

that nothing had been done 
to implement this agreement, 
other than wait for a quota to 
be fixed for each expat com-
munity in Kuwait.

Meanwhile, informed 
sources at PAM have an-
nounced launching online 
transfers of expats through the 
As’hal (Easier) services for em-
ployers, which provides first-
time work permit issue, work 
permit renewals for expats 
and work permit renewals and 
adjustments for Kuwaiti work-
ers, in addition to various other 
services and forms that can be 
accessed online.

Grilling threatened if minister 
fails to fix growing expat numbers
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Indians are the largest foreign 
community in Kuwait, they are 
also apparently the leaders when 

it comes to suicides among expatriates 
in the country. According to official 
statistics, over the decade spanning 
from 2007 to 2017, a total of 394 Indians 
— 331 men and 63 women — took their 
own lives.

With a suicide rate that averages 40 
deaths a year, the number of people 
taking their own lives was far higher 
than the number of Indians dying of 
natural causes in Kuwait. The year 2016 
witnessed the highest number of Indian 
suicides — 47 Indian expats decided 
to end their lives that year in Kuwait. 
Among Indians, the largest number 
taking their own lives were from the 
Indian state of Kerala, with people from 

the state accounting for a third of all 
suicide cases,

Analysts have come up with a number 
of reasons for the high rate of suicides 
among Indians, including psychological 
stresses and financial troubles. But it 
also bears remembering that Indians 
form the largest community in Kuwait 
by far, and people from the state of 
Kerala form the bulk of Indian expats in 
Kuwait.

Incidentally, the suicide rate of 
Indian expats in Kuwait is far lower 
than that prevailing among Indians 
living in India. According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO) the age 
standardized suicide rate in India is 
25.8 per 100,000 for men (22nd highest 
in the world) and16.4 per 100,000 for 
women (6th in the world). 

Extrapolating from the WHO data, 
the expected suicide rate among the 
900,000 Indian expats should have 
been a whooping 380 deaths annually, 
instead of the 40 Indians that take 
their lives each year in Kuwait. Perhaps 
the question that analysts and others 
should be asking is, why are Indians so 
prone to committing suicide.

Indians record highest number
of suicides among expatriates

EU High Representative lauds Kuwait
 as a voice of wisdom and peace

Kuwait Cricket team to fight it out 
in ICC T-20 World Cup Qualifiers

Kuwait Cricket national team is ready to 
participate in the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) T-20 World Cup Qualifiers - Asia 

finals in Singapore to be held from 22 to 28 July, 2019.
Kuwait National team is being led by Kashif 

Shareef, who was responsible for pushing the last 
Kuwait team to victory as a captain in the Asia 
finals of ICC T-20 World Cup Qualifiers (Singapore) 

last year. Under the able coaching of Herschelle 
Gibbs, the Kuwait national team beat Saudi Arabia 
in a nail biting finale last year during April 2018 at 
Kuwait Entertainment City Cricket Ground. 

An exclusive photo shoot of the Kuwait Men’s 
delegation to Singapore took place earlier this 
week in the presence of KC Officials, sponsors, 
team management as well as coaching staff. 

European Union High 
Representative Federica 
Mogherini praised Kuwait as 

“a voice of wisdom and a force for 
peace in these difficult times for our 
region” on Saturday.

 “And this is what has made us 
natural partners. This new European 
Delegation is first and foremost a 
sign of how close the European 
Union and Kuwait have become. By 
opening our new Delegation, we 
want to strengthen our relation with 
Kuwait even further, as part of our 
engagement in this region,” she told 
local media in an interview ahead 
of her visit to Kuwait to open an EU 
embassy there. “You have taken up 
the role of the mediator and the 
peacebuilder, and this required a 
lot of courage. We appreciate the 
constructive role Kuwait is playing 
within the Gulf Cooperation Council 
through its continuous mediation 
at the highest level. Your country 
has worked and is working to end 
the war in Yemen, and you have 
demonstrated your commitment to 
multilateralism as non-permanent 
member of the UN Security Council 
for 2018-2019,” she said. 

The EU’s foreign policy chief noted 
that on each one of these challenges 
- from the war in Yemen to tensions 
in the Gulf - the European Union and 
Kuwait have been working side by 
side. “Together we co-chaired the 
conference for the reconstruction 
of Iraq, we contributed to saving 
UNRWA in its funding crisis, and we 
have been among the strongest 
supporters of Syrian refugees in 
Jordan and Lebanon, or of children 
in Yemen,” she said.

 The highly-respectable EU High 
Representative recalled that three 
years ago we signed a Cooperation 
arrangement between our foreign 
services. “And now, by establishing 
a full diplomatic presence in Kuwait 
City, we are opening a new chapter in 
our partnership. The aim is to further 

strengthen our political dialogue as 
well as our economic cooperation, 
in particular in support of Kuwait’s 
‘Vision 2035’”, she stressed. “Our 
cooperation already focuses on 
energy, trade and investment, 
security and counterterrorism, and 
we are working on extending our 
dialogue to other fields, in particular 
education, research and innovation. 
The new Delegation will also aim to 
build bridges between the Kuwaiti 
society and European citizens,” she 
stated. 

Mogherini pointed out that this 
is the EU’s third Delegation in the 
GCC countries, following those in 
Saudi Arabia and in the United Arab 
Emirates. “So this is also a message 
to the whole region: the European 
Union cares about the Middle East 
and the Gulf. We care about peace, 
security and human development 
in this part of the world, because we 
are neighbors. It is essential to invest 
in our ties, and to explore every 
opportunity for cooperation when 
our interests and values converge,” 
she stressed. 

Referring to relations between 
the EU and the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), she 
said the partnership between the 
two blocs is one of the oldest in 
the region, and cooperation has 
continued whenever possible, in 
spite of all the tensions within the 
Council. “We believe that regional 
cooperation is crucial to prevent 
new escalations and to address 
controversies in a peaceful way. We 
have learnt it through decades of 
European cooperation, which ended 
centuries of wars on our continent,” 
she said. 

“The polarisation generated by 
divisions within the GCC affects 
negatively the situation in the region 
and beyond. This is why we continue 
to support negotiated solutions in 
the Gulf. As soon as Kuwait started 
its mediation, we threw all our 

political support behind your work 
to create a breathing space for 
regional detente,” said the EU High 
Representative. “I was in Kuwait 
already in the summer of 2017, to 
meet His Highness the Amir and 
discuss how we could be of help. 
And we will continue to support 
your role as a mediator and a voice 
of wisdom in the region,” she said. 

Commenting on EU-Arab ties, she 
emphasized, “Europeans and Arabs 
are more than just neighbors. We 
share so much history and culture. 
The Mediterranean Sea has always 
connected our people more than it 
divided us. We share the same space: 
whatever happens in the Arab world 
has an impact on Europe, and vice 
versa.” 

“The European Union is among 
the top investors in the Arab world, 
and we are the main trade partner. 
Our young people share many of 
the same aspirations - to better 
opportunities, to better jobs, to 
finding their place in our societies. I 
have always believed that Euro-Arab 
cooperation holds the key to address 
these common challenges. Together 
we can better address the crises in 
our region. Together we can create 
the opportunities for human growth 
that our people are asking for,” said 
Mogherini. “Our region stands at a 

crossroads - between more conflict, 
and the possibility of reconciliation. 
If you think of Syria, Yemen, Israel and 
Palestine, Libya - all crises that could 
evolve either way, depending on our 
individual and collective response,” 
she said. 

“As I see glimmers of hope, 
power confrontation in the Middle 
East and North Africa could bring 
new violence and new suffering to 
our region. Rising tensions in the 
Gulf could trigger a new arms race. 
Confrontation among regional 
powers is spreading: I think for 
instance of the Horn of Africa. It is 
urgent to invest all our energies in 

preventing new escalations, and 
in planting the seeds for a more 
cooperative regional dynamics,” 
pointed out Mogherini.

 “And for doing so, Europe 
needs to engage further with the 
Arab world. This is what we have 
tried to do in these years. No one 
has invested as much as we did to 
address our region’s humanitarian 
emergencies, from Syria to Yemen. 
We have supported UN-led peace 
talks all across the region,” she said. 
Mogherini noted that the EU has 
accompanied Tunisia on its transition 
to democracy, hosted three Syria 
Conferences, created the Quartet for 
Libya, and we have been unwavering 
in supporting a two-state solution 
for Palestine and Israel. 

“This year we held the first-ever 
summit between the EU and the 
League of Arab States. The Arab 
region was the only one with which 
the European Union never had 
a summit before - and this was a 
huge paradox. We have a duty to 
cooperate, to address the crises of 
our times and to fulfil our citizens’ 
aspirations. To me, this should be the 
natural trajectory of our partnership. 
And I am glad that we have found 
in Kuwait such a close partner and 
friend,” added Mogherini.

The Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) 

– Kuwait Chapter will conduct 
a seminar for its members to 
discuss the India Budget 2019 at 
the Andalus Hall, Crowne Plaza, 
Farwaniya, Kuwait, on Sunday, 21 
July, 2019. Invite is restricted to 
ICAI-Kuwait Chapter members.

The key speakers are Pankaj 

Pandey, Head Research, ICAI 
Securities Limited, CA. R 
Bupathy, former ICAI President, 
and Nilesh Mundra, CEO of ICICI 
Investments.

The seminar will begin at 
5:30pm (sharp), but registrations 
are from 4:30pm onwards.

The seminar will be followed by 
dinner. RSVP: 51780419/95592688. 

ICAI to conduct seminar 
on ‘India Budget 2019’
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The only topic uniting right and left 
in the United States these days is 
‘techlash’: everyone seems to agree 

that the time has come for federal regulation 
of digital platforms. The question is no longer 
if, but how.

Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the highest-ranking 
Democratic federal official, recently pushed 
back against her big-tech San Francisco 
constituency, declaring that “the era of self-
regulation is over.” President Donald J. Trump is 
holding a summit on social media at the White 
House this week, and Republican Senator Josh 
Hawley of Missouri has introduced legislation 
threatening the platforms’ protection from 
immunity if they demonstrate “politically 
biased” moderation.

Politicians are channeling widespread 
public animosity toward digital platforms: 

according to a Pew Research Center poll, 
Americans regard disinformation as a bigger 
threat than violent crime. Yet, in sharp contrast to 
their European counterparts, US policymakers 
have so far shied away from regulation – 
out of concerns that the technology is too 
complex, or that effective measures would 
entail government censorship. The Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) and Department 
of Justice (DOJ) between them have begun 
antitrust investigations of Facebook, Amazon, 
Google, and Apple, while the House Antitrust 
Subcommittee has also started investigations. 
But any antitrust suit would move slowly 
and be tough to win under current law. 
Moreover, without regulatory oversight, 

antitrust measures alone cannot address 
the vulnerabilities that threaten the flow 
of information necessary for democracy to 
function.

The digital platforms are media 
gatekeepers that shape news consumption, 
political expression, and civil-society 
allegiances. But, as US special counsel Robert 
Mueller documented, they allow bots, fake 
accounts, and click farms to influence users, 
and they outsource editorial functions to 
optimized algorithms that amplify outrage 
and conspiracy theories in order to keep users 
watching online ads. Fake content, like a recent 
doctored video of Pelosi, further corrupts the 
supply chain of news. And platforms mostly 
enforce their terms of service only after 
disinformation has gone viral.

To be sure, digital platforms’ technology 
and business practices are increasingly 
complex, and congressional hearings 
reveal widespread tech illiteracy among 
policymakers. But complexity didn’t stop 
the US from creating expert agencies like 
the Food and Drug Administration and the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to protect 
citizens’ safety. And in the realm of information 
and speech, the Federal Communications 
Commission has a history of safeguarding free 
expression from gatekeepers.

Now that America’s political class is willing 
to act, it should start by establishing an expert 
government regulatory body to safeguard the 
integrity of the information supply chain. We 
envisage a new Digital Democracy Agency 
(DDA) that would do what the digital giants 
have no incentive to do on their own: enhance 
transparency, improve user control, and help 
sustain local journalism.

The DDA would limit the vulnerabilities 

of the digital system without interfering in 
content decisions, in the same way that radio, 
television, cable, and telecommunications 
providers became more publicly accountable 
as they developed. Self-regulation played an 
important role, including through journalism’s 
own transparency norms. But government 
regulation — such as common-carrier rules 
for telecommunications companies, political 
ad disclosures, restrictions on cross-ownership 
of newspapers and broadcast outlets in 
the same market, and support for non-
commercial broadcasting — was essential to 
prevent abuse. At least in broadcasting, media 
regulation created a public-interest culture 
and language.

For digital media gatekeepers, the DDA 
would mandate transparency about who is 
paying for online political ads, when a bot is 
a bot, and the identities of group hosts and 
websites posing as news outlets. It would 
help users understand how and why they 
and their fellow citizens have been targeted, 
and limit abusive surveillance. It would give 
users control over how their data is used and 
how algorithms serve up content. It would 
help users to protect themselves against fake 
videos and behavioral experiments. And it 
would focus on Internet infrastructure and 
other supports for accountability journalism.

To avoid the pitfalls of industrial-era US 
regulatory agencies — which tended to 
stifle innovation with overly prescriptive rules 
and to side with incumbents or other vested 
interests — the DDA would be structured 
for the twenty-first century. It would be a 
nimble regulator using agile software design, 
offering sufficient salaries to develop the 
necessary in-house technical capacity. And 
it would have strong post-employment 

lobbying prohibitions in order to prevent 
the emergence of a revolving door between 
government and the digital platforms.

The new body could work closely with US 
competition and privacy authorities at the FTC 
and DOJ, or be bundled together with them. 
Building on the example of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau, the DDA would 
be transparent and collaborative, opening 
its data and processes to the public. And by 
setting standards and consistently measuring 
their effectiveness, the agency would be able 
to adapt as technology continues to evolve.

The DDA would not decide whether 
online content is true or false, or otherwise 
objectionable, but would instead focus on 
systemic vulnerabilities to disinformation. 
It would enforce democratic accountability 
by requiring large platforms to have clear 
content-takedown rules, disclosures for online 
ads, an appeals process for users, and access 
for public-interest researchers. It would require 
that platforms’ real-name policies entail some 
verification, and that trending topics confer 
the credibility that users assume. The DDA 
could also direct platforms to allow users 
to customize the algorithms that populate 
their newsfeeds. Given how platforms have 
siphoned off the revenue sources that once 
sustained local journalism, the agency might 
also create a fund to support such outlets.

Although digital platforms raise a host of 
complicated issues, the government has a 
duty to protect its citizens – as it already does 
in other, equally complex areas. As the US gears 
up for the 2020 presidential election, artificial 
intelligence presents ever-greater challenges 
to the information ecosystem. With the health 
of its democracy at stake, regulation has 
become necessary in the defense of freedom.

Regulating the Internet
EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

KAREN KORNBLUH AND ELLEN P. GOODMAN
Karen Kornbluh is Senior Fellow for Digital Policy at the 
Council on Foreign Relations and former US Ambassador 
to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. Ellen P. Goodman is a professor at Rutgers 
Law School and Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the German 
Marshall Fund.

The DDA would limit the 
vulnerabilities of the digital 

system without interfering in 
content decisions – in the same 

way that radio, television, 
cable, and telecommunications 
providers became more publicly 
accountable as they developed.

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

‘Being my own boss’, ‘ability to give back to 
the community’ and ‘higher monetary gains’ 
were also cited reasons.  Those who have already 
started their business seem to have similar 
reasoning. When asked about the reasons Kuwait 
professionals have for starting their own business, 
the top three answers were: more income (33%), 
wanting to do what they love (27%) and having a 
great business idea/concept (25%).

The top concern of respondents while setting 
up their own business was procuring finances to 
start (59%), and the uncertainty of profit/income 
(48%). Likewise, among those who tried to start 
a business in the past, financial-related obstacles 
were the main challenge they faced.  The most 

appealing industries for entrepreneurship in 
Kuwait are considered to be Consumer Goods/
FMCG (12%) followed by Commerce/ Trade/ Retail 
(10%) and Hospitality/ Recreation/ Entertainment 
(9%). 

There certainly appears to be no lack of 
enthusiasm for entrepreneurship in Kuwait and 
many people are known to have ventured into 
their own business over the years. But the success 
of these enterprises leave much to be desired. A 
study by the World Bank a couple of years ago 
found that the number of Small-to-Medium 
enterprises (SMEs) in Kuwait is high, particularly 
in retail and non-financial services. However, their  
overall contribution to the economy is marginal 
— just 3 percent of GDP. 

This paradox of high volume and low output 

is especially troubling when compared to high 
income and emerging economies, where SMEs 
comprise most of the economic activity in the 
private sector and contribute 40 to 50 percent 
of the GDP. Similarly, on creating employment 
opportunities the SMEs in Kuwait lagged their 
counterparts elsewhere. The SMEs in Kuwait were 
responsible for employing around 23 percent of 
the total workforce in the country, which is less 
than half of that in high income and emerging 
economies. To understand key barriers to SME 
business growth in Kuwait, the World Bank 
surveyed over 500 SMEs in the country. More 
than 35 percent of respondents said permits 
and business licensing were the main things 
blocking their growth. Answers concerning 
labor regulations, regulatory uncertainty, and 

administrative corruption also featured highly. The 
lack of an adequately educated workforce was also 
cited by 24 percent of the survey’s respondents as 
a barrier to growth. Obtaining an operating license 
and dealing with other government regulations 
consumes anywhere nearly 20 percent of their 
time lamented the entrepreneurs.

Building a vibrant ecosystem for SME 
development is seen as critical to promoting long-
term economic diversification in Kuwait. In the 
next 20 years or so, the private sector is expected 
to play a leading role in creating jobs for the next 
generation of Kuwaitis in a New Kuwait. But the 
success of this will largely hinge on whether 
Kuwait creates an enabling environment in the 
form of a robust ecosystem for promoting and 
encouraging entrepreneurship in the country.

Entrepreneurship needs more than encouragement
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Your Excellences, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen, on 
behalf of the United Kingdom and 

our co-host, the Government of Canada, 
I am delighted to welcome you to this 
conference. And thank you Chrystia for 
your great support and enthusiasm for this 
conference, and for hopefully hosting it 
next year.

Just two months ago on 16 May, a 
28-year-old Mexican reporter called 
Francisco Romero Diaz got a call before 
dawn about an incident at a nightclub in 
Playa del Carmen. Romero specialised in 
exposing organised crime. He responded 
as any good journalist should by getting 
to the scene as quickly as possible. In fact 
he was probably walking into a trap. As he 
arrived, Romero was ambushed and shot 
dead.

Romero would have known the risks he 
was taking. In the previous two months, 
he had been detained by the police — 
allegedly for refusing to pay a bribe — 
and abducted by armed men. He had 
been called anonymously by someone 
threatening to throw him off a bridge and 
claiming to know where his son went to 
school.

And yet despite every act of intimidation 
and harassment, Romero pressed on with 
reporting for the newspaper Quintana Roo 
Hoy and running a website focused on 
organised crime. He was the sixth journalist 
to be shot in Mexico this year. Then just one 
month ago, a seventh, Norma Sarabia, was 
shot dead in Mexico’s Tabasco State.

Across the world, 99 journalists were 
killed last year — more than twice as many 
as a decade earlier — and another 348 
were locked up by governments. Few 
perpetrators of these crimes are ever held 
to account. Indeed even after 11 years, of the 
46 journalists who suffered violent deaths in 
2008, only 8 cases have been resolved.

Which is why our conference and this 
global campaign are so important. Our 
challenge is to honor the memory of 
Francisco Romero Diaz, and others like him, 
by protecting journalists and championing 
their work as a vital pillar of a free society.

My friend Chrystia, as she said herself a 
former journalist, and I are the first Foreign 
Ministers ever to convene an international 
conference on this subject and as Chrystia 
said, we want this to become an annual 
event around the globe.

Amid the bleak news, today we are joined 
by delegations from over 100 countries, 
including 60 ministers, and more than 1,500 
journalists, academics and campaigners. 
Never before have so many countries come 
together in this cause.

And today we send a resounding 
message that media freedom is not a 
Western but a universal value. At its best, a 
free media both protects society from the 
abuse of power and helps release the full 
potential of a nation. In 1887, the historian 
and politician Lord Acton wrote his famous 
words: ‘Power tends to corrupt and absolute 
power corrupts absolutely.’

The strongest safeguard against the 
dark side of power is accountability and 
scrutiny — and  few institutions fulfil that 
role more effectively than a free media. 
Real accountability does not emerge from 
the selective and theatrical ‘crackdowns’ 
on corruption mounted by authoritarian 
states, which mysteriously eliminate political 
opponents whilst leaving the biggest 
offenders untouched. Real accountability 
comes from the risk of exposure by a media 
that cannot be controlled or suborned.

And the evidence is very clear. Of the 10 
cleanest countries in the world, as ranked by 
Transparency International, 7 are also in the 
top 10 of the World Press Freedom Index. 
Meanwhile, of the 10 most corrupt countries, 
4 are in the bottom 10 for media freedom. 

Powerful people value their reputations 
so the sunlight of transparency is the greatest 
deterrent to wrongdoing. I am a politician 
and, like many members of my profession, I 
do not always enjoy reading what the media 
says about me. Indeed a politician who 
stands up for journalists might occasionally 
feel like a turkey voting for Christmas.

And of course, I need to say, it may be 
my only chance, newspapers also make 
mistakes. Journalists are not immune from 
the temptations of hyperbole or excess. But 

those of us who are sometimes on the receiving end 
of criticism we should also reflect on the wisdom of 
Nelson Mandela, who said: “The media are a mirror 
through which we see ourselves as others perceive 
us, warts, blemishes and all… Such criticism can only 
help us to grow, by calling attention to those of our 
actions and omissions which do not measure up to 
our people’s expectations.”

So if we are wise, we politicians will treat the 
media as a critical friend. Our officials might tell us 
what we want to hear; the media tell us what we 
need to hear, providing unvarnished reality whether 
we wish it or not.

But a free media does more than just criticise 
failure and deter wrongdoing: it also nurtures 
and nourishes the progress of ideas. Throughout 
history, humanity has achieved its swiftest progress 
whenever we have allowed ideas to be freely 
debated, tested and challenged.

No discovery was ever achieved and no invention 
perfected by the suffocating tools of suppression or 
censorship. The open exchange of ideas through a 
free media allows the genius of a society to breathe, 
releasing the originality and creativity of the entire 
population.

As the great thinker John Stuart Mill wrote: 
“The peculiar evil of silencing the expression of an 
opinion is that it is robbing the human race… if the 
opinion is right, they are deprived of the opportunity 
of exchanging error for truth; if it’s wrong, they 
lose what is almost as great a benefit: the clearer 
perception and livelier impression of truth produced 
by its collision with error.”

Societies which embrace free debate make a 
disproportionate contribution to the advance of 
human knowledge. The 10 nations with the freest 
media in the world have produced 120 Nobel 
Laureates between them — three times as many as 
Russia and China combined.

Norway, with only five million people, has won 
13 Nobel Prizes. With great respect to my Norwegian 
friends, Norwegians are no more pioneering or 
inventive than anyone else. They have flourished 
because their open society and free media — ranked 
the freest in the world — have created the very best 
setting for their talents to thrive.

In other countries life is tougher, but journalists 
are succeeding against the odds. In Venezuela, we 
just heard from Luz Mely Reyes, who has defied the 
Maduro regime by co-founding an independent 
news website, Efecto Cocuyo. In Kazakhstan, Gulnara 
Bazhkenova runs the website Holanews, which 
exposed how fish stocks in the Ural river had been 
devastated by poisoning.In Peru, Gustavo Gorriti 
of IDL Reporteros has brought to light a series 
of corruption scandals involving business, the 
government and the judiciary.

But sadly in many countries the situation 
continues to deteriorate. In China, automated 
censorship and the Great Firewall block access to 
thousands of news websites, with millions of people 
employed to censor content, fake social media posts 
and manipulate online debate.

The first person to establish a website in China 
focused on human rights was an activist called 
Huang Qi. He was jailed in 2016 and nothing has 

been heard from him since a secret trial in January, 
though he is in poor health. We have raised his case 
with the Chinese authorities and I urge them again 
to disclose Huang Qi’s fate and provide any medical 
care he may need.

In Vietnam, Tran Thi Nga produced video evidence 
of police brutality, only to get a 9-year prison sentence 
in 2017. So today I call on the Vietnamese authorities 
to release her. In a world where a Washington Post 
columnist, Jamal Khashoggi, was murdered inside 
a Saudi diplomatic property, and a talented young 
journalist, Lyra McKee, was shot dead by dissident 
republicans in Northern Ireland, it would be easy to 
succumb to fatalism.

But we must resist that. Because if we act 
together we can shine a spotlight on abuses and 
impose a diplomatic price on those who would harm 
journalists or lock them up for doing their jobs.

So today, I want to announce five practical steps 
the British government will take alongside our 
partners.

Firstly, we will join other governments to 
establish a new Global Media Defence Fund, to be 
administered by UNESCO. This will take forward 
the UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists. 
Among the aims will be to help fund legal advice 
for journalists and safety training for those venturing 
into conflict zones. Britain will provide £3 million to 
the Fund over the next 5 years, and we invite others 
to contribute.

Secondly, we will establish an international 
task force to help governments to deliver their 
commitments on media freedom, including by 
developing national action plans. Every year at the UN 
General Assembly, we will meet to review progress of 
the task force, commending those countries where 
media freedom is getting better and agreeing what 
should be done where it is not.

Thirdly, my special envoy, Amal Clooney, has 
convened a panel of experts to advise countries 
on how to strengthen the legal protection of 
journalists. I would encourage all governments to 
drawn on the advice of the panel and respond to its 
recommendations.

For our part, the British government will ensure 
that whenever we propose or amend a law, we will 
consider the potential impact on press freedom. 
Earlier today, my colleague, Minister Harriett Baldwin, 
announced that our Department for International 
Development will spend up to £15 million on new 
programmes to promote media freedom across the 
world.

Fourthly, Chrystia Freeland and I will bring 
together a contact group of likeminded countries 
to lobby in unison when media freedom comes 
under attack. Our aim is for this to be a rapid 
response mechanism, helping foreign ministers and 
ambassadors to react as one when abuses take place.

Finally, I invite every country represented here to 
sign the Global Pledge on media freedom, resolving 
that we will work together as a coalition to promote 
this cause and meet again next year.

Colleagues, the struggle for media freedom 
is being waged day after day, not in conference 
centres like this but by independent journalists in 
authoritarian states; by vigilant bloggers who expose 
corruption; and by courageous activists who publish 
the evidence of human rights abuses.

There is no place for neutrality in this struggle. We 
are on the side of those who seek to report the truth 
and bring the facts to light. We stand against those 
who suppress or censor or exact revenge.

In the end we all face a choice. Ignore the threats 
and we tolerate the stifling of independent voices 
and the dangers of unaccountable power. But 
defend our values and nations will flourish from the 
free exchange of ideas.

By coming to this conference, each and every 
one of the 1,000 people here has made that choice. 
We have pledged to do what it takes, and no less, 
to ensure that instead of being silenced, the plural 
and varied voices of a free media are nurtured and 
encouraged as the most important contribution to 
the open societies that are the foundation of human 
progress.

Global media freedom
Support the reporting of truth, of bringing facts to light

British Foreign-Secretary Jeremy Hunt

On day one of the Global Conference for Media Freedom, hosted by the United Kingdom and Canadian governments, which was held in London on 10 and 
11 July, British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt stressed why the world must stand with those who seek to report the truth and bring the facts to light. In the 

interests of media freedom everywhere we publish here the text of the foreign-secretary’s speech. 



During its meeting in Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, 
the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO added 
six new cultural sites to World Heritage List. The 

newly inscribed sites are located one each in Azerbaijan, 
the Russian Federation, Spain and the UK, and two sites in 
Portugal.

The new sites, by order of their inscription in the World 
Heritage List, are:

Royal Building of Mafra—Palace, Basilica, Convent, 
Cerco Garden and Hunting Park (Tapada) (Portugal): 
Located 30 km northwest of Lisbon, the site was conceived 
by King João V in 1711 as a tangible representation of his 
conception of the monarchy and the State. This imposing 
quadrangular building houses the king’s and queen’s 
palaces, the royal chapel, shaped like a Roman baroque 
basilica, a Franciscan monastery and a library containing 
36,000 volumes. The complex is completed by the Cerco 
garden, with its geometric layout, and the royal hunting 
park (Tapada). The Royal Mafra Building is one of the most 
remarkable works undertaken by King João V, which 
illustrates the power and reach of the Portuguese Empire. 
João V adopted Roman and Italian baroque architectural 
and artistic models and commissioned works of art that 
make Mafra an exceptional example of Italian Baroque.

Sanctuary of Bom Jesus do Monte in Braga 
(Portugal):  The site, a cultural landscape located on the 
slopes of Mount Espinho, overlooking the city of Braga 
in the north of Portugal, evokes Christian Jerusalem, 
recreating a sacred mount crowned with a church. The 
sanctuary was developed over a period of more than 600 
years, primarily in a Baroque style, and illustrates a European 
tradition of creating Sacri Monti (sacred mountains), 
promoted by the Catholic Church at the Council of Trent in 
the 16th century, in reaction to the Protestant Reformation. 
The Bom Jesus ensemble is centered on a Via Crucis that 

leads up the western slope of the mount. It includes a 
series of chapels that house sculptures evoking the Passion 
of Christ, as well as fountains, allegorical sculptures and 
formal gardens. The Via Crucis culminates at the church, 
which was built between 1784 and 1811. The granite 
buildings have whitewashed plaster façades, framed by 
exposed stonework. The celebrated Stairway of the Five 
Senses, with its walls, steps, fountains, statues and other 
ornamental elements, is the most emblematic Baroque 
work within the property.

Churches of the Pskov School of Architecture 
(Russian Federation): Churches, cathedrals, monasteries, 
fortification towers and administrative buildings make up 
the site, a group of monuments located in the historic 
city of Pskov, on the banks of the Velikaya River in the 
northwest of Russia. Characteristics of these buildings, 

produced by the Pskov School of Architecture, include 
cubic volumes, domes, porches and belfries, with the 
oldest elements dating back to the 12th century. Churches 
and cathedrals are integrated into the natural environment 
through gardens, perimeter walls and fences. Inspired by 
the Byzantine and Novgorod traditions, the Pskov School 
of Architecture reached its peak in the 15th and 16th 
centuries, and was one of the foremost schools in the 
country. It informed the evolution of Russian architecture 
over five centuries.

Jodrell Bank Observatory (United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland): Located in a rural 
area of northwest England, free from radio interference, 
Jodrell Bank is one of the world’s leading radio astronomy 
observatories. At the beginning of its use, in 1945, the site 
housed research on cosmic rays detected by radar echoes. 
This observatory, which is still in operation, includes 
several radio telescopes and working buildings, including 
engineering sheds and the Control Building. Jodrell 

Bank has had substantial scientific impact in fields such 
as the study of meteors and the moon, the discovery of 
quasars, quantum optics, and the tracking of spacecraft. 
This exceptional technological ensemble illustrates the 
transition from traditional optical astronomy to radio 
astronomy (1940s to 1960s), which led to radical changes in 
the understanding of the universe.

Historic Centre of Sheki with the Khan’s Palace 
(Azerbaijan): The historic city of Sheki is located at the 
foot of the Greater Caucasus Mountains and divided in 
two by the Gurjana River. While the older northern part is 
built on the mountain, its southern part extends into the 
river valley. Its historic center, rebuilt after the destruction 
of an earlier town by mudflows in the 18th century, is 
characterized by a traditional architectural ensemble of 
houses with high gabled roofs. Located along important 
historic trade routes, the city’s architecture is influenced 
by Safavid, Qadjar and Russian building traditions. The 
Khan Palace, in the northeast of the city, and a number 
of merchant houses, reflect the wealth generated by 
silkworm breeding and the trade in silk cocoons from the 
late 18th to the 19th centuries.

UNESCO adds six new sites
to its World Heritage List

Risco Caido and the Sacred Mountains of 
Gran Canaria Cultural Landscape (Spain)

Located in a vast mountainous area in the center of 
Gran Canaria, Risco Caido comprises cliffs, ravines 
and volcanic formations in a landscape of rich 
biodiversity. The landscape includes a large number 
of troglodyte settlements — habitats, granaries and 
cisterns — whose age is proof of the presence of a 
pre-Hispanic culture on the island, which has evolved 
in isolation, from the arrival of North African Berbers, 
around the beginning of our era, until the first Spanish 
settlers in the 15th century. The troglodyte complex 
also includes cult cavities and two sacred temples, or 
almogarenes — Risco Caído and Roque Bentayga — 
where seasonal ceremonies were held. These temples 
are thought to be linked to a possible cult of the stars 
and “Mother Earth.”
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Nevertheless, KISR still remains at the forefront 
of renewable energy research and development 
in the country. It is now working on the huge Al-
Shaqaya renewable energy complex which involves 
a renewable-energy operated water desalination 
plant. The renewable energy complex is set on a 
100-sq-km plot in western Kuwait and the area has 
been specifically allocated for generation of various 
forms of renewable energy. 

In the meantime, several other projects in 
renewable energy, both by the government and 
through public-private partnerships, are also either 
underway, or in the planning stage, including a 
project to install solar panels over the Subbiya water 
reservoirs by the Ministry of Electricity and Water. 
Ironically, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC), the 
giant parent company responsible for all oil and gas 
related activities in the country, has also embarked 
on its own renewable energy projects. 

Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC), 
a subsidiary of KPC, plans to build the Dibdibah 
solar power plant at Al Shaqaya renewable energy 
complex. The project aims to replace the need for 
5.2 million barrels of oil a year and reduce carbon 
emissions by 1.3 million tons annually. The project 
covers the construction of 1000 MW solar power 

plant spread over a land area of 32,000 square meters 
and is projected to produce 1.5 MW of power.

Kuwait and other hydrocarbon-endowed nations 
in the GCC have apparently read the writing on the 
wall and are hedging for a day when oil revenues are 
not sufficient to fuel their economies. But many fossil 
fuel companies, especially giant energy companies 
in the West continue to bet on oil. The  light at the 
end of the tunnel for them is to dig more oil. They 
remain oblivious that the light at the end of their 
tunnel is light from the renewable energy train.

Understandably, most oil company boards tend 
to follow the demand of shareholders for more 
dividends and it is no surprise that the ‘drill baby 
drill’ mentality prevails among some politicians and 
their oil company patrons. But astute companies and 
shareholders are beginning to realize that the social 
license for their operations come from consumers 
and consumer-demand, which is what keeps the 
drilled oil flowing out through the pumps.

The notion that oil companies could drill wherever 
and however they pleased and the public would 
make a beeline to buy their product is growing 
obsolete. More and more it is consumers who are 
dictating through their buying power the form of 
energy they want to see developed. 

Increasingly, public demand is turning away from 
fossil fuels and towards renewable sources of energy. 

People are realizing that climate change is for real and 
have begun to link the deleterious impacts of changing 
global weather patterns on greenhouse emissions, 
especially from the burning of fossil fuels. The chorus of 
demand to keep fossil fuels where they belong, under 
the ground, is gaining in volume and influence around 
the world. This paradigm shift away from fossil fuels 
may not be apparent on the surface, but an underlying 
sense of responsibility for their role in exacerbating 
climate change is urging many consumers to do a 
rethink on their energy use. At the moment there may 
not be any other viable option to the use of fossil fuels, 
but consumer demand is slowly but steadily fueling the 
growth of various  renewable sources of energy. 

The writing on the wall, in large black oily 
painted letters, is that there may not be a ‘peak oil 
supply’ anytime soon, but there definitely is a ‘peak 
oil demand’, and it is just around the corner. US 
President Donald Trump and his coterie of fossil fuel 
supporters may not want to read the writing on the 
wall, but that does not make the letters fade.

It is not just consumers, increasingly investors are 
also growing wary of the ability of oil companies to 
handle climate change. Even as oil supply continues 
to grow and support increased profits for these 
companies, the share of oil and gas stocks on the S&P 
500 has halved in the past six years. Adding to their 
woes, oil and gas companies could also face greater 

regulatory pressure to disclose their financial risks to 
climate change, if President Trump does not triumph 
in the elections scheduled for 2020.

Last week senators reintroduced a legislation 
in the US Senate that would require publicly-
traded companies to report their risks related to 
climate change. The legislation would force oil 
and gas companies to report their exposure to 
climate change, such as the likelihood of damage 
to property and operations from flooding, severe 
storms, drought and other climate-related effects.

As consumers clamor for more renewable 
forms of energy, investors begin to have second-
thoughts on investing in fossil-fuel companies and 
governments begin to legislate pro-climate policies, 
including bringing in legislation similar to that tabled 
in the US Senate, the index valuations of fossil fuel 
companies could plunge. Many of their assets could 
become worthless as their vulnerability to climate 
change becomes apparent under new legislation.

Industry experts and analysts estimate that if the 
world makes the changes necessary to meet the 
emissions goals of the Paris climate accord, at least 82 
percent of global coal reserves, 49 percent of global 
gas reserves, and 33 percent of global oil reserves 
will become unused assets in the next 30 years. No 
wonder, OPEC secretary-general was so vitriolic in his 
comments about climate activists.

Renewable energy, last refuge for oil companies

French lawmakers approved a bill 
imposing new tax on services 
provided by large internet companies, 

such as Amazon, Google and Facebook. The 
move is likely to invite retaliatory tariffs from 
the US administration.

The United States Trade Representative, 
Robert Lighthizer, called the French tax a 
discrimination against American companies 
and vowed to launch a so-called Section 301 
investigation, which could end up imposing 
taxes on French products.

The French taxes are slated to take 
effect from January 2020 and will impose a 
3 percent tax on revenue earned by large 
internet companies in France. 

It would apply to businesses with global 
revenue of more than €750 million ($845 

million) and €25 million ($28 million) in France.
Shortly after the bill was passed, French 

finance minister Bruno Le Maire responded to 
the threat of retaliation. “There are other ways 
between allies to solve our differences, there 
is no need for threats,” Le Maire told reporters. 
“We can solve our differences through 
negotiations and through discussions.”

French President Emmanuel Macron will 
now decide whether to sign the bill into law.

Several European countries are 
considering new taxes on digital companies 
as part of a race to better regulate the 
internet and capture more revenue 
from their activities.The UK has already 
announced plans to apply a 2 percent 
levy on digital services sold by profitable 
companies with annual global revenue of at 
least £500 million ($627 million). It would be 
implemented in April 2020.

G20 finance ministers in June broadly 
supported a plan developed by the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) to overhaul global 
corporate tax rules and address challenges 
in taxing digital companies. But more 
work is needed on the proposal, which is 
designed with digital companies in mind 
but also has major implications for traditional 
multinational corporations.

New French tax on internet giants

S A H RIZVI
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Chanting “Allah Humma Labbaik” (Oh Allah 
here I come to thee) a group of 419 pilgrims, 

including 202 women, boarded the first flight for 
Saudi Arabia to perform Haj this year at a special 
function held in New Delhi last week.

Haj this year is special for India as the number 
of Hajis travelling to Saudi Arabia is the highest 
since independence with 200,000 pilgrims and 
its contingent is second biggest after Indonesia.  
Also, for the first time about 48 per cent of the 
total 2,00,000 pilgrims are women pilgrims.

The first Haj flight was flagged off by Union 
Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
in the presence of Delhi Minister for Transport 
Krishna Gehlot , Minister for Food Shri Imran 
Hussain, MP Shri Sanjay Singh, Haj Committee 
of India Acting Chairman Sheikh Jinah Nabi, Haj 
Committee of India Member Shri Hasan Baqar 
Kazmi

In the first flight. Haj pilgrims who boarded 
the flight hailed from Uttar Pradesh’s Aligarh, 
Agra, Meerut, Rampur and Bulandshahar.

Minister Naqvi said first time since 
Independence, a record number of 200,000 
Indian Muslims are going to Haj peform this year 
without any government subsidy. “Even after 
removal of Haj subsidy; there is no unnecessary 
financial burden on the Haj pilgrims.”

India will be operating over more than 500 
special flights from 21 embarkation points across 
the country.  The flights will take off from Delhi, 
Gaya, Guwahati and Srinagar. Besides Delhi, 
Haj pilgrims from UP, Haryana, Uttarakhand, 
J&K, Punjab, Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh will 
proceed from Delhi embarkation point.

Also seen as a matter of great achievement 
the number of women Haj pilgrims going 
without “Mehram” (male companion) this year 
has doubled in comparison to last year.  A total 
of 2,340 Muslim women from India are going 
for Haj without ‘Mehram’ this year while 1180 
women had performed Haj last year without 
‘Mehram’.  This year too, the Minority Affairs 
Ministry has made arrangement to send these 
women on Haj without lottery system. 

In India, the Haj operations is conducted 
by the Haj Committee of India which has its 
headquarters in Mumbai with Ministry of 
Minority Affairs as the regulatory body.  All 
operations of Haj from application to allotment 
and payment has been digitalized and the 
selection is done through lottery system in view 
of the huge demand.

Minister Naqvi said that every effort from 
seeking accommodation in Saudi Arabia to travel 
schedule is carefully planned so as to minimize 
any financial burden on the Hajis. There is also a 
plan to open sea link for Hajis which according 
to Haj committee officials is being worked out.  

First batch of Indian 
Hajis leave for pilgrimage

Kuwait students 
receive military pilot 
licenses from Italian 
Air Force flight school

Fifteen students from Italy, Kuwait and 
Singapore received the Military Pilot License 

during a ceremony held in the town square of 
Galatina, south of Italy on 6 July. The young pilots 
reached the coveted milestone after attending the 
flying school of the Aeronautica Militare (Italian Air 
Force) at the 61st Wing in Galatina.

The event was attended by Undersecretary of 
State for Defense, Honorable Angelo Tofalo, the 
Chief of Staff of the Italian Air Force, Lt. Gen. Alberto 
Rosso, the Mayor of Galatina, Mr. Marcello Amante, 
and civil and military authorities.

The ceremony was opened by a speech by 
Colonel Alberto Surace, Commander of the 61st 
Wing, which introduced the flight school in 
Galatina. It has been training pilots since 1946 

and today can boast the presence of students 
and instructors from nine foreign countries. Over 
the past few years, the school has received more 
and more attention from the air forces around the 
world thanks to its unique abilities in the training 
sector and an innovative and advanced integrated 
system for flight training. The system is based on 
the combination of the T339 – which will soon 
be replaced by the modern Leonardo M-345 and 
Leonardo M-346 trainer jets.
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Hong Kong is not Beijing. And 1 July, 
2019, is not 4 June, 1989. First of 
all, in 1989, the violence in China 

came almost entirely from the side of the 
government; the weeks of demonstrations 
in Beijing and other cities had remained 
remarkably peaceful throughout. This was 
mostly true in Hong Kong as well, until a 
small number of young protesters lost their 
cool and ransacked the Legislative Council 
chamber with crowbars and hammers.

The massive demonstrations in Hong Kong 
in recent weeks were triggered by a proposed 
law authorizing extradition from the city to 
mainland China. But that bill was suspended 
indefinitely after earlier protests. Since 
then, the continuing demonstrations have 
been driven by fury against the tightening 
constraints imposed by the Communist Party 
of China (CPC).

The Tiananmen Square protests in 1989 
began as a petition to the CPC to curb official 
corruption and allow more civic freedoms 
— freedoms that Hong Kong people already 
enjoyed, even under colonial rule. The 
Chinese government promised that these 
freedoms would be preserved in Hong Kong 
after the handover from Britain on 1 July, 1997. 
That promise is now in doubt.

Despite these differences, there are 
important similarities between 1989 and 
today. Like the Tiananmen demonstrations, 
the mass protests in Hong Kong lack clear 
leadership. This is deliberate. Protests 
movements are not political parties with 
their own hierarchies. Indeed, they are usually 
opposed to the very idea of hierarchy. Partly 
as a consequence of this, tactical splits among 
the protesters are difficult to control.

In June 1989, when it became clear that 

the Chinese government was not going to 
respond to the protesters’ demands, and 
a violent crackdown seemed increasingly 
likely, some activists counseled caution and 
suggested that students go home and live 
to fight another day. Others believed that 
they should do or die. If the authorities chose 
bloody violence, so be it; that would only 
expose the murderous basis of an illegitimate 
regime. The latter view prevailed, despite 
frantic arguments from older dissidents, who 
had more experience with anti-government 
protest, and had often suffered the harsh 
consequences. They sympathized with the 
students, but were convinced that carrying 
on the mass protests to the bitter end would 
provoke greater repression. They turned out to 
be right.

It is hard enough for street protests to 
have any effect in a democracy. There were 
huge demonstrations in the US against the 
Vietnam War in the 1960s, but it took years 
before the government finally abandoned 
that brutal and pointless conflict. Occupy Wall 
Street in 2011, when young and old protested 
against economic inequality in the US, was 
heartwarming, but the gap between rich and 
poor is even wider now.

Public opinion, however, does matter in a 
liberal democracy. It can take some time, but 
in the end a democratic government must 
listen to its citizens, if only to get reelected. 
But what might work against a democratic 
government would not even get off the 
ground in a dictatorship.

For example, in Mahatma Gandhi’s day, 
India was a colony, not a democracy, but 
the ultimate authority in the British Empire 
was a democratically elected government 
in London, which had to take public opinion 
into account. That is why Gandhi’s protests 
had some effect. But he was so convinced 
that his non-violent methods were the only 
way to combat oppressive authority that 
he urged Europeans to engage in similar 
peaceful resistance against Hitler. This was not 
a practical suggestion.

Hong Kong was never a democracy. But, 
as a crown colony until July 1997, it had some 
of the benefits of democratic rule, such as a 
relatively free press and a robust independent 
judiciary. In some ways, Hong Kong has 
not changed much since the handover, the 
anniversary of which was celebrated by 
Hong Kong officials even as protesters where 
crashing through the doors of the legislature. 
It is still a semi-autonomous colony, but this 
time the imperial power is a dictatorship, 
which sets little store by press freedom or 
independent judges, let alone public protests.

One of the most desperate gestures of the 
people who occupied the legislative chamber 
in Hong Kong was raising the flag of the 
old British crown colony. It was the greatest 
insult they could have thrown in the face of 
the People’s Republic: better to be a colony 
controlled by foreigners than to be ruled by 
a Chinese government that claims legitimacy 
on the basis of nationalism and ethnic pride.

The main question for Hong Kong’s people 

is whether methods that can be effective in a 
democracy can also work in a dictatorship, 
even from a position of relative and fast-
shrinking autonomy. There are clearly limits 
to how far any Hong Kong government can 
be pushed to accommodate public opinion. 
Men and women who are elected, on the 
narrowest of franchises, to govern Hong 
Kong are already pre-selected by the Chinese 
government. And the wishes of the imperial 
power cannot be thwarted any more than 
they could under the British.

There is, however, one small chance that 
Hong Kong citizens could make a difference. 
Public opinion cannot remove a communist 
government by electing another one. But 
the PRC does aspire to a certain degree of 
respectability in the world. Sending tanks 
to crush protests in Hong Kong would make 
China look very bad – though this does not 
mean that the government would not do so, 
if it saw no other way.

Demonstrations in Hong Kong have 
already forced Chief Executive Carrie Lam to 
suspend an unpopular law. But protest can 
be effective only if it remains peaceful. Most 
people in China, even those who are not 
especially fond of the current regime, are 
terrified of violence and disorder, of which 
the Chinese have seen too much in the 
last hundred years. If mass protest in Hong 
Kong turns into chaos, there would be little 
sympathy in China for the demonstrators, and 
the CPC authorities would find it much easier 
to crack down with maximum force.

Limits of Mass Protest in a Dictatorship
EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

IAN BURUMA
Author, most recently, of A Tokyo 
Romance: A Memoir.

It can take some time, but 
in the end a democratic 

government must listen to its 
citizens, if only to get reelected. 
But what might work against a 
democratic government would 

not even get off the ground in a 
dictatorship.
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Violence against Children and its associated 
Fund were established in 2016. The same 
year, the World Health Organization issued 
its INSPIRE report, outlining seven strategies 
that have proven successful in reducing 
violence against children. Health policy is a 
crucial component of progress, and there 
are some encouraging signs on this front. 
In 2017, for example, India’s National Health 
Policy identified gender violence as one 
of the country’s seven major public-health 
concerns. Likewise, Rwanda’s national 
reproductive health strategy now includes 
prevention and response to sexual violence 
as a top priority.

In addition to these specific examples, 
a broader effort is underway to promote 
universal health coverage for children, and 
to coordinate policies between ministries of 
health and child protective services. More 
governments and public-health agencies are 
recognizing the link between violence and 
mental health, and are taking positive steps 
to provide psychosocial support for victims.

But the battle is not won. Violence-
prevention and response services are still 
absent in many areas; where services are 
available, children are too often treated 

without the benefit of evidence-based 
protocols. From medicine and counseling to 
criminal justice, large segments of the public 
sector in some countries lack appropriately 
trained professionals to care for child 
survivors of violence.

The global health community has 
confronted similar challenges before. There 
has been tremendous progress toward 
ending childhood deaths from malaria, 
tuberculosis, and other preventable diseases. 

These gains are the result of political and 
financial commitments, and of sustained 
attention and action on the part of 
governments and multilateral institutions. 
The same level of commitment and action is 
needed to address the scourge of violence 
against children. Making the investments 
needed to end violence against children will 
also accelerate progress toward a number of 
other Sustainable Development Goals. But if 
we do not make those investments, the hard-
fought progress that has already been made 
toward universal health care, high-quality 
education, and other SDGs will be offset, or 
even reversed.

Nelson Mandela once observed that, 
“There can be no keener revelation of a 
society’s soul than the way in which it treats 
its children.” To keep the momentum from 
the WHA’s 72nd session this year, we must 
appreciate the personal stories and shocking 
statistics about the ongoing scourge of 
violence against children. Finding inspiration 
in the progress made so far, world leaders 
must redouble their commitment to ensure 
that all children are afforded the safety and 
opportunities they deserve.

Etienne Krug is Director of the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) Department for 

Management of Noncommunicable Diseases, 
Disability, Violence, and Injury Prevention 

(NVI).
Zoleka Mandela is a writer and activist.

Howard Taylor is Executive Director of the 
Global Partnership to End Violence Against 

Children (GPEVAC).

At the World Health Assembly in 
May, we made the case for why 
governments and United Nations 

agencies need to spend more on measures to 
prevent noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), 
injury, and violence against children. One of 
us – Zoleka Mandela – spoke of losing her 
13-year-old daughter to a drunk driver, and 
of suffering sexual violence as a child at the 
hands of adults who should have been taking 
care of her. “It was an abuse of power, and it 
was a violation of trust,” she told the assembly. 

“It left me emotionally and mentally scarred. It 
led me to self-harm and to try to take my own 
life several times. It led to alcohol and drug 
dependency.”

We hope this personal account of trauma 
will serve as a reminder to leaders around 
the world that violence, mental and sexual 
trauma, and substance abuse are interrelated 
issues that can have a deep and lasting 
impact on the lives of children. The evidence 
for this is overwhelming. In this year alone, an 
estimated one billion children will experience 
physical, sexual, or psychological violence 
at home, in school, online, and in their 
communities. One in four will suffer physical 
abuse; if they are girls, nearly one in five will 
suffer sexual abuse in their lifetimes.

Violence against children is persistent 
and pervasive, regardless of gender and 
geography. If we open our eyes, we will see 
a constant stream of stories about its victims. 

They come from all walks of life, from a young 
girl in India who reports that her family sold 
her to sex traffickers to the French actor 
Thierry Beccaro, who has revealed that he 
was brutally beaten by his father throughout 
his childhood.

What these and countless other trauma 
stories show is that the impact of violence 
lasts long after the abuse itself. Victims often 
experience lifelong social, emotional, and 
cognitive consequences. They are at higher 
risk not just of depression, anxiety, and suicide, 
but also heart disease, obesity, and HIV/AIDS. 
And these effects are regularly passed down 
to the next generation, because children who 
grow up in abusive homes are more likely to 
become abusers themselves, and to find 
themselves in abusive relationships as adults.

Still, prevention is possible, response 
services can be made more available, and 
the political will to address the problem is at 
an all-time high. As part of the Sustainable 
Development Agenda in 2015, world leaders 
committedto ending all forms of violence, 
abuse, and neglect against children by 2030. 

To defend the right of every child to 
live free from fear, neglect, abuse, and 
exploitation, the Global Partnership to End 

No excuse for violence against children

ETIENNE KRUG, ZOLEKA MANDELA, 
HOWARD TAYLOR 

But the battle is not won. 
From medicine and counseling 

to criminal justice, large 
segments of the public 

sector in some countries 
lack appropriately trained 

professionals to care for child 
survivors of violence.

It is more than 500 years since Sir Thomas More 
found inspiration for the ‘Kingdom of Utopia’ 
while strolling the streets of Antwerp. So, when 

I traveled there from Dubai in May to speak about 
artificial intelligence (AI), I couldn’t help but draw 
parallels to Raphael Hythloday, the character in 
Utopia who regales sixteenth-century Englanders 
with tales of a better world.

As home to the world’s first Minister of AI, as 
well as museums, academies, and foundations 
dedicated to studying the future, Dubai is on its 
own Hythloday-esque voyage. Whereas Europe, 
in general, has grown increasingly anxious about 
technological threats to employment, the United 
Arab Emirates has enthusiastically embraced the 
labor-saving potential of AI and automation.

There are practical reasons for this. The ratio 
of indigenous-to-foreign labor in the Gulf states 
is highly imbalanced, ranging from a high of 67 
percent  in Saudi Arabia to a low of 11 percent in the 
UAE. And because the region’s desert environment 
cannot support further population growth, the 
prospect of replacing people with machines has 
become increasingly attractive.

But there is also a deeper cultural difference 

between the two regions. Unlike Western Europe, 
the birthplace of both the Industrial Revolution and 
the “Protestant work ethic,” Arab societies generally 
do not “live to work,” but rather “work to live,” placing 
a greater value on leisure time. Such attitudes are 
not particularly compatible with economic systems 
that require squeezing ever more productivity out 
of labor, but they are well suited for an age of AI and 
automation.

In the industrialized West, technological forces 
threaten social contracts that have long rested on 
the three pillars of capital, labor, and the state. For 
centuries, capital provided investment in machines, 
workers operated the machines to produce goods 
and services, and governments collected taxes, 
furnished public goods, and redistributed resources 
as needed. But this division of labor created a social 
system that is far more complicated than those 
of the Arab world and other non-industrialized 
economies.

For their part, Arab states have nationalized 
natural resources, managed major industries, traded 
internationally, and distributed surplus resources 
to society. Until recently, population growth and 
declining revenues from natural resources thus 
threatened the social contract. But with technologies 
that can produce and distribute most of the goods 
and services required by what is essentially a leisure 
society, the existing social contract could actually be 
enhanced, rather than disrupted.

Back in the West, the technological revolution 
appears to have widened the gap between capital 
owners and everyone else. While productivity has 
been increasing, labor’s share of total income has 
shrunk. Apart from the capital owners, a leisure class 
of yuppies and heirs has also captured a sizable share 
of the surplus created by productivity-enhancing 

technologies. The biggest losers are those with low 
incomes and less education.

Yet, even here, focusing on AI’s potential 
impact on the relationship between capital and 
employment is shortsighted. After all, populism 
has surged in many Western countries at a time 
of near-historic lows in unemployment. Arguably, 
the current discontent reflects a desire for a better 
quality of life, not more work. The French “yellow 
vest” protesters were initially responding to policies 
that would have raised the costs of their commutes; 
the Britons who voted to leave the European Union 
were hoping that contributions to the bloc would 
be redirected to public services at home. Most anti-
globalization and anti-immigration rhetoric is born 
of an anxiety about crime, cultural change, and 
other quality-of-life issues, not jobs.

The problem is that, under the Western social 
contract, a desire for more leisure can translate 
into mutually incompatible demands. Voters want 
reduced working hours but higher incomes, and 
they expect governments to continue generating 
enough tax revenue to provide health care, 
pensions, and education. It is little wonder that 
Western politics has come to an impasse.

Fortunately, AI and data-driven innovation could 
offer a way forward. In what could be perceived as a 
kind of AI utopia, the paradox of a bigger state with 
a smaller budget could be reconciled, because the 
government would have the tools to expand public 
goods and services at a very small cost.

The biggest hurdle would be cultural: As early 
as 1948, the German philosopher Joseph Pieper 
warned against the “proletarianization” of people 
and called for leisure to be the basis for culture. 
Westerners would have to abandon their obsession 
with the work ethic, as well as their deep-seated 

resentment toward “free riders.” They would have to 
start differentiating between work that is necessary 
for a dignified existence, and work that is geared 
toward amassing wealth and achieving status. The 
former could potentially be all but eliminated.

With the right mindset, all societies could start to 
forge a new AI-driven social contract, wherein the 
state would capture a larger share of the return on 
assets, and distribute the surplus generated by AI and 
automation to residents. Publicly-owned machines 
would produce a wide range of goods and services, 
from generic drugs, food, clothes, and housing, to 
basic research, security, and transportation.

Some will view these outlays as unjustified 
market intervention; others will worry that the 
government might fail to meet public demand 
for various goods and services. But, again, such 
arguments are shortsighted. Given the pace of 
advances in AI and automation, state-owned 
production systems – operating nonstop – will 
have an almost unlimited supply capacity. The only 
limitation will be natural resources, a constraint that 
would continue to drive technological innovation in 
search of more sustainable management.

In an AI utopia, government intervention would 
be the norm, and private production the exception. 
The private sector would correct for government 
or collective failures, rather than the government 
correcting for market failures.

How an AI Utopia Would Work
SAMI MAHROUM
Sami Mahroum is Director of 
Strategy and Research at the 
Dubai Future Foundation and 
Non-Resident Fellow at The Lisbon 
Council. He is the author of Black 
Swan Start-ups: Understanding 
the Rise of Successful Technology 
Business in Unlikely Places.
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HEALTH

In what could be a potential cure for HIV, scientists 
have revealed how a sequence of two treatments 

could completely remove the virus causing HIV from 
the body of mice.

The first treatment is a long-acting slow-effective 
release (LASER) form of antiretroviral therapy. The 
second treatment involves the removal of viral DNA 
using a gene editing tool called CRISPR-Cas9.

Researchers at Temple University in Philadelphia 
in the US claim they have successfully tested the 
treatment on a mouse model of human HIV. Of the 
mice that received LASER antiretroviral therapy 
followed by gene editing, the virus was found to have 
been eliminated from cell and tissue reservoirs in up 
to a third of infected animals. In contrast, treating 
mice with either LASER antiretroviral therapy or gene 
editing — but not both — resulted in viral rebound in 
100 percent of treated infected animals.

The big message from this research is that it takes 
both CRISPR-Cas9 and virus suppression through 
a method such as LASER administered together, to 
produce a cure for HIV infection.

According to the most recent figures from UNAIDS, 
worldwide, 36.9 million people were living with HIV 
in 2017, even as 1.8 million new cases of HIV were 
added to the growing number of HIV patients in 
the world. HIV spreads when a person comes into 
contact with infected bodily fluids from another 
person. It progressively weakens the immune system 
by attacking cells that defend against infection and 
replicating inside them. People with HIV who do not 
receive treatment have a high risk of developing 
AIDS, an advanced state of immune system damage. 
People with AIDS typically survive for no longer than 
three years without treatment.

HIV attacks CD4, or T helper, cells, which are a 
type of white blood cell that helps regulate immune 
responses to infection. The virus fuses with the T 
helper cell, takes over its DNA, and forces the cell to 
make copies of HIV. When the copies are ready, the 
cell releases them into the bloodstream, from which 
point they can go on to infect more cells and start the 
process over again.

Antiretroviral therapy is a combination of drugs that 
stop the progress of HIV by targeting different stages 
of the virus’s lifecycle.

Many people with HIV who receive antiretroviral 
therapy and adhere to their treatment regimen can 
expect to live a long life in good health. However, 
antiretroviral therapy does not rid the body of HIV, 
so people have to keep taking the drugs lifelong to 
prevent the development of AIDS.

If a person stops antiretroviral therapy, HIV can 
flare up again and continue its life cycle. This is 
because the virus inserts its genetic material into the 
genomes of the immune cells that it infects. This ability 
allows HIV to hide quietly in a place that antiretroviral 
therapy cannot reach.

Researchers used CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing to 
remove HIV genetic material from the DNA of infected 
cells to massively reduce viral load. However, like 
antiretroviral therapy, gene editing by itself does not 
completely remove all traces of HIV.

Their new study describes how LASER antiretroviral 
therapy targets HIV in its ‘viral sanctuaries’ and drip 
feeds it with drugs that suppress the virus’s ability to 
replicate. LASER antiretroviral therapy differs from 
conventional antiretroviral therapy in that its drugs 
take the form of nanocrystals that can quickly make 
their way into tissues harboring dormant HIV. Once 
inside HIV-affected cells, the nanocrystals can slowly 
release their payload over several weeks.

Treatment completely eliminates HIV in mice

In some people obesity is an outcome 
of their genetic makeup, but in most 
others it is the result of a pro-obesity 

environment.
Researchers at the Norwegian 

University of Science and Technology 
say that the rise in obesity witnessed 
in recent times can be best explained 
from an interaction between genes and 
other factors, such as diet, lifestyle, and 
physical activity, which has shifted more 
towards a pro-obesity, or obesogenic, 
environment.

Researchers came to this conclusion 
after an extensive longitudinal study 
spanning over four decades of data from 
more than 100,000 people.

An important message from the study 

is that it appears that environments that 
increasingly favor obesity contribute more 
to the obesity epidemic than genetic 
factors. Although previous research had 
suggested that genetic vulnerability had 
larger consequences after the onset of 
the obesity epidemic than before, the new 
Norwegian dataset provides convincing 
results to the contrary, with a large sample 
size and range of years of assessments 
and ages. 

For instance, the study extrapolated 
that a 35-year-old man of average 
height living in the 10960s with pro-
obesity genes would, on average, weigh 
around 3.9 kilograms (kg) more than 
his counterparts without pro-obesity 
genes. If the same man remained 35 

years old but lived in Norway today, his 
vulnerable genes would make him more 
than 6.8 kg heavier. In addition, both the 
obesity-predisposed man and his non-

predisposed peers would have gained an 
extra 7.1 kg simply as a result of living in 
our obesogenic environment.

In other words, the obese man’s 13.9 
kg excess weight is caused mostly by 
today’s unhealthy lifestyle, but also by how 
his genes interplay with the environment.

In their study paper, the researchers 
note that even though worldwide obesity 
has nearly tripled over the last 4 decades, 
scientists are still unclear about the 
causes of the epidemic.

While many similar studies have also 
concluded that the causes likely result 
from interactions between genes and 
environment, they have relied mainly on 
short age spans and follow-ups and self-
reported body weight.

Genes, obesity environment behind rise in body weight

Antibiotics could lead to more
dangerous flu infections
Doctors already know that misusing 

antibiotics can cause antibiotic 
resistance, which can make it difficult 
to fight bacterial infections, such as 
pneumonia. Now, a study in mice 
suggests that antibiotic use could also 
make the lungs more vulnerable to viral 
infections, such as the flu.

Antibiotic resistance has become 
a pressing issue for researchers 
and healthcare professionals. This 
phenomenon occurs when a bacterial 
infection no longer responds to the 
antibiotics that doctors typically use to 
treat it.

This resistance often develops due 
to the misuse or overuse of antibiotics, 
as many individuals across the world 
mistakenly opt for antibiotics to treat 
viral infections, such as the influenza 
virus which causes the flu, against 
which these drugs are ineffective.

A new study in mice by researchers 
from the Francis Crick Institute in 
London, United Kingdom, now suggests 
that antibiotics could actually also 
‘prepare’ the lungs for viral infections. 
The researchers’ findings also show 
that gut bacteria drive a type of protein 
signaling that helps the cells that line the 
lungs keep the flu virus from spreading.

In the new study, researchers used a 
group of mice with healthy gut bacteria 
at baseline. Over 4 weeks, they gave 
these mice a mix of antibiotics through 
their drinking water before infecting 
them with the flu virus. They also 
infected some mice that they had not 
treated with the antibiotic mix so that 

they could compare the outcomes.
The team noticed that approximately 

80 percent of the untreated mice with 
healthy gut bacteria survived the 
infection with the flu virus. Yet, of the 
mice who had previously received the 
antibiotic mix, only one-third were able 
to survive the viral infection.

Inappropriate use of antibiotics not 
only promotes antibiotic resistance and 
kills helpful gut bacteria, but may also 
leave us more vulnerable to viruses.

This could be relevant not only in 
humans but also livestock animals, 
as many farms around the world use 
antibiotics prophylactically. Further 
research in these environments is 
urgently needed to see whether this 
makes them more susceptible to viral 
infections, said the researchers.

In attempting to find exactly how 
ingesting antibiotics weaken the mice 
before their exposure to the flu, the 
researchers found that  type I interferon 
signaling — a form of protein signaling 
that regulates the response of a type 
of cell that lines the lungs — is key to 
stopping the flu virus from replicating in 
the lungs.
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Best Summer 
hair care tips
It can seem nearly impossible to keep your 

summer hairstyle intact while you’re sweating 
through hot and humid days. For one thing, 
getting your hair wet with sweat or humidity 
usually ruins your style and can cause it to 
become frizzy and limp.

Here are some tips on how to keep your hair 
looking good during the summer months. 

Use hair oils: Swap your usual hydrating 
products for an oil when it’s super-hot and 
humid outside. Oils can smooth your hair 
without breaking down from moisture caused by 
sweat or humidity. Pick a product that nourishes 
the hair, rebalances moisture and even comes in 
travel size which is perfect for the beach or for 
on-the-go throughout a humid day.
Wear creaseless elastics: If you know you’re 
going to sweat and don’t want to ruin your 

style, creaseless 
hair ties and 
the ‘pineapple’ 
method will work 
to your benefit. 
Gather your hair 
into a pony tail 
on top of your 
head, bring it all 
the way through 
the hair coil once, 
and then bring it 
through the coil 
again but just half 
way — resulting 
in a faux-bun or 
pineapple shape. 

Bringing it up high on top of your head will keep 
your face framing tresses natural and full of body.
Keep conditioning: Just as your body needs 
water to survive, your hair must replenish its 
moisture to stay healthy. Conditioner for hair 
is like water for the body: You’re always going 
to need it. So if you’re a dry-shampoo fan, add 
moisture, even if you’re not washing. The time-
saving formulas of dry shampoos are designed 
to soak up oil, leaving hair lackluster. To rehydrate 
without wetting, spritz a dry conditioner on 
thirsty ends every two days.
Lower the heat: The summertime is ideal for air-
drying hair to reveal its natural texture, but if you 
must blowdry, make sure you’re using a nozzle. If 
you don’t use a nozzle, there’s no protection—
the metal mechanism is right next to your hair. 
The damage it can cause can result in hair that 
looks broken down, frizzy, and thin because 
it’s singed. Blowdry the hair on your arm. If it’s 
burning your skin, it’ll burn your hair.
Try dusting: Sometimes hair is so hopelessly 
dry and damaged, only scissors will help. In such 
an instance, there is a treatment called dusting 
where a small amount of hair is trimmed so that 
it floats through the air like dust. It’s like pruning 
a flower—you can do it yourself. Snipping the 
ends creates strength. Every three weeks may 
seem often, but you save an inch overall because 
you don’t have to lop off long split ends.

We all know the rule of thumb when it 
comes to sunscreen: Wear it all day, every 

day. However, that being said, the topic of 
wearing sunscreen with makeup — especially 
wearing sunscreen with foundation — is not so 
cut and dry, as it brings up a series of questions 
and concerns. 

The best SPF to wear is SPF 30, and you 
should apply it evenly all over until it vanishes. 
And for both UVA and UVB protection, it’s 
important to look for these three ingredients: 
Zinc Oxide, Titanium Dioxide and Avobenzone.

Zinc Oxide and Titanium Dioxide are physical 
sunscreens, rather than chemical sunscreens. 
If you have sensitive skin, you should look for 
sunscreen that uses those ingredients as they 
are unlikely to irritate your skin. They provide a 
physical barrier to protect you from the sun’s 
harmful rays, it’s like wearing a mask. Plus, you 
can apply this sunscreen under your foundation 
— it even acts as a primer. Don’t forget to apply 
some to your neck and ears,

If your makeup already has SPF in it, so that 
should have you covered, right? Wrong. Don’t 
rely on makeup for the best source of SPF 

as it’s notoriously unreliable in terms of the 
level of protection. Plus, makeup isn’t always 
applied evenly and comes off easily — thus, 
decreasing optimal coverage. You want to wear 
sunscreen underneath your foundation and it 
actually provides a better base for your makeup 
application.

He also recommends waiting a few minutes 
before applying your foundation, so as to allow 
your sun protection to set and really penetrate 
the skin.

So your updated morning routine should 
include applying sunscreen under your makeup. 
Don’t skimp on application 
either. Make sure you get 
a generous even layer 
of sunscreen on 
your face before 
applying any 
other cosmetic 
p r o d u c t s . 
Choose a 
foundation you 
love regardless 
of SPF, and 
think of makeup 
with added sun 
protection as a bonus. 

Because of your busy 
schedule, you might have to 
reapply your sunscreen throughout the day. 
If you’re sweating or swimming, you should 
reapply sunscreen every two to three hours, 
but if you’re not getting wet, it can last four to 
six hours. 

Now an answer to the important question— 
how do you reapply SPF when you’re 
already wearing makeup?

For maximum protection, 

sunscreen should be applied directly onto skin, 
underneath any makeup, other moisturizers or 
skincare products. You can put sunscreen on 
over your foundation, but ideally you would 
wash it all off and reapply. 

An alternative? Loose powder or a mineral 
veil with added sun protection. Just don’t 
forget to wear physical sunscreen underneath 
your makeup and avoid staying near windows 
for long periods of time in the office. 
To sum it up, if you are going to spend a 
prolonged period of time in the sun, be sure 
to reapply every few hours. Even if you prefer 
using a liquid sunscreen, don’t let that deter 
you from reapplying it over your makeup — 

pat some on, and use it as an opportunity 
to retouch. Protecting your skin from 

cancer is more important than 
flawless foundation.

The right
way to wear
sunscreen under
foundation

When it comes to must-have 
accessories, belts are at the top of 
the list. You can use them to flatter 

your figure, accentuate your silhouette in a silk 
dress, nip in the waist of a coat, or even double 
up with a pair of off-duty denim for that preppy-
meets-glamazon look you’ve always wanted to 
master. Ahead, find the top ways all the stylish 
girls are wearing their belts to master the most 
effortless looks, head-to-toe.

The Classic Look: Let’s start with the basics: 
pants have belt loops for a reason, so it’s high 
time you start using them. Jeans, tailored 
trousers, the works. Even if you’re wearing skin-
tight skinnies, don’t leave those loops hanging! 
Slip your favourite belt around your waist, from 
the most colorful and bold to understated 
black leather styles.
Belt over a blazer: It matters not if you opt 
for a blazer and matching skirt, shorts, or more 
traditional trousers, consider turning that 
borrowed-from-the-boys look into something 
a little less boxy with an added belt on top. 

As a pop of color: Whether you’re looking to 
amp up an otherwise drab color palette, or 
you want to make a colorful look even bolder, 
consider the simple addition of a contrasting 
belt for that eye-catching pop of color that isn’t 
over the top.
The double belt: Ever wonder what to do if 
you’re wearing a pair of pants that require a belt 
out of practicality, but you also want to drape 
that opulent and chic chain style for an ultimate 
glammoment? Double it up. Who says you can’t 
wear two? Every woman can support the more-
is-more look.
A statement belt: Whether bold and bright 
or neutral and classic, a simple pencil skirt and 
t-shirt combo is the perfect semi-blank canvas 
for a statement belt. Go big or go home with 

this accessory, be it a head-turning buckle, 
interesting colour, or other eye-catching detail.
To contrast style profiles: If you’re in love with 
a more feminine dress, like say a floral prairie 
dress but looking for a way to make it look a 
little more edgy and cool-girl approved, add 
a belt. Yes, it’s that simple. Seek a style that’s 
larger and stronger in vibe than your ethereal 
midi, allowing for a fashion-forward look.  
Over a coat: Whether or not your coat already 
comes with a matching belt, a belt is a great way 
to add a little something extra to your outerwear 
while also accentuating that silhouette you’re 
hiding underneath all those seasonal layers. In 
fact, even if you’re wearing a trench that does 
contain a matching belt, consider swapping it 
out for another contrasting option for fun.
The practical belt-bag: With the return of the 
belt-bag trend, it’s the optimal time to invest 
in an accessory that does double duty. Loop it 
through your high-waisted denim, cinch in the 
waistline of a midi dress, or layer it on top of a 
longer coat: there’s no limit to the potential of 
belt-bag styling.
With a silk dress: Silk dresses are one of our 
ultimate year-round wardrobe essentials. 
Make your silk dress look all that more elegant, 
with the addition of a thin waist belt, nipping 
in at the smallest point of your silhouette and 
letting that favorite one-and-done do what it 
does best.
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Google has said that its upcoming Stadia 
cloud gaming service will ensure that in the 

rare ‘unforeseen circumstances’ of a title publisher 
pulling support for a game on Stadia, Google 
will continue to make it available to those who 
purchased the license to stream it.

In case you are not aware, 
Stadia is a cloud gaming service 
from Google that is slated to be 
launched in November and will 
stream the gaming software 
directly from a remote server, 
saving you from having to buy a 
consolidated gamebox.

Once you purchase the game, 
you own the right to play it. In 
the future, it is possible that some games may 
no longer be available for new purchases, but 
existing players will still be able to play the game, 
says an FAQ page from Stadia. 

It sounds like a rather specific scenario, but it is 
certainly not a farfetched one. Stadia, and cloud 
gaming at large, is an unproven distribution model 
with unproven economics. It is not yet clear how 
smart it is for publishers to put games onto Stadia, 
versus making those games available through 
one of the many subscription download models 
now popping up or just sticking with standard 

physical sales of discs and digital downloads.
There could be a situation in which a publisher 

decides to experiment with Stadia and later 
on decide cloud gaming is not worth it, or, in a 
more likely event, a competing cloud gaming 
provider, like Microsoft, could outbid Google for 

streaming exclusivity on a title 
that ultimately ends up forcing it 
off Stadia after its release. Because 
Google is offering both standard 
version and a subscription model, 
called Stadia Pro, that bundles free 
games alongside direct full game 
purchases, that would mean 
customers might lose access to 
a product they have legitimately 

paid for and own in the event of a publisher fallout. 
To assuage all those fears, Google is effectively 
saying it will not let something like that happen. 

However, the phrase ‘unforeseen 
circumstances’ in the Stadia FAQ could mean 
anything and cloud gaming’s distribution model 
leaves open the possibility that true ownership of 
a streamed software license becomes even more 
of a diluted concept, just as terms of service and 
user license agreements have diluted the concept 
of owning and having control of both digital and 
physical goods. 

Google ensures support for games on Stadia 

TECHNOLOGY

Flaw in app puts Mac computers at risk

Security researchers have publicly 
disclosed a serious zero-day 
vulnerability for the Zoom video 

conferencing app on Macs. They have 
demonstrated that any website can open 
up a video-enabled call on a Mac with the 
Zoom app installed. That is possible in part 
because the Zoom app apparently installs 
a web server on Macs that accepts requests 
regular browsers would not. In fact, if you 
uninstall Zoom, that web server persists and 
can reinstall Zoom without your intervention.

The vulnerability works: If you previously 
installed the Zoom app clicking on a link 
will auto-join you to a conference call with 
your camera on.  This Zoom vulnerability is 
bananas. The researchers had ethically given 
zoom 90-days notice of the vulnerability to 
solve the problem before going public with 
their findings. Zoom apparently chose to 
ignore the warnings or did not do enough 
to resolve the problem as the issue still 

continues to exist. Turning on your camera 
is bad enough, but the existence of the web 
server on their computers could open up 
more significant problems for Mac users. For 
example, in an older version of Zoom (since 
patched), it was possible to enact a denial of 
service attack on Macs by constantly pinging 
the web server.

You can ‘patch’ the camera issue yourself 
by ensuring the Mac app is up to date and 
also disabling the setting that allows Zoom to 
turn your camera on when joining a meeting. 
Simply uninstalling Zoom will not fix this 
problem, as that web server persists on your 
Mac. Turning off the web server requires 
knowledge in using the terminal and running 
some commands with it.

Zoom says it developed the local web 
server in order to save the user some clicks, 
after Apple changed its Safari web browser in 
a way that requires Zoom users to confirm that 
they want to launch Zoom each time. Zoom 
defends the ‘workaround’ as a “legitimate 
solution to a poor user experience, enabling 
our users to have seamless, one-click-to-
join meetings, which is our key product 
differentiator.”

The company says it will tweak the app 
in one small way: starting in July, Zoom will 
save users’ and administrators’ preferences for 
whether video will be turned on, or not, when 
they first join a call. Overall, it sounds like Zoom 
does not plan to drastically change how its 
app behaves on Macs to avoid getting sucked 
into an unwanted call, but will instead rely on 
users to turn their cameras off by default.

Battery tech 
lags smartphone 
developments

The battery that powers our phones has been 
a bete noire to most users of smartphones. I 

tis either slow to charge and when it is charged it 
does not last the length of time that all of us desire. 
Even with huge capacity batteries and assistance 
of power-banks we tote along most smartphones 
struggle to last through a day.

But this was not always the case, remember those 
early days when phones were bigger, less smarter 
and had batteries that easily lasted several days 
on a single charge. While our phones today have 
vastly more powerful technology behind them, the 
batteries have not kept up with this progress.

Experts in battery technology say the core of the 
issue is simple: Moore’s Law has simply outpaced 
battery technology, meaning that our phones have 
gotten better — and demanded more power — at 
a much faster rate than advancements in batteries 
have. It is not that no improvements have taken 
place; we have been able to steadily increase battery 
power by increasing its energy density and shrinking 
down internal components. 

Around five years ago, we reached a stage where 
new improvements in energy density have capped 
and any further improvements had to come from 
changing battery materials. But finding new material 
is a slow process compared to coming up with 
engineering advances.

One reason for the lag in technology is that the 
material we use in most phone batteries are based 
on lithium cobalt, a battery technology we have 
been using since the early 1990s, and we have 
largely reached the limit of how much power we can 
squeeze out of it. 

Spotify Lite launched in 36 countries

Since last week, Spotify’s Lite app 
is now official with the music site 

officially releasing it in 36 countries 
worldwide.

The app is designed to work on 
patchy or weak internet connections 
and, at just 10MB, it is small enough 
to cater to lower-end devices that 
have limited storage or older phones. Spotify  Lite 
is limited to Android devices running version 4.3 or 
newer, and it is open to both paying and non-paying 
users. For those worried about maxing out their data 
plan, the app comes with an optional limit that can 
tell you when you are close to hitting that buffer.

Spotify  claims that 90 percent of the features of 

the main app are available in Lite, 
those missing in the lite version 
include video and cover artist, which 
have been omitted as they are not 
critical to the core experience.

India is likely to be a key focus. 
Spotify introduced Lite in India in 
June, months after the full service 

went live in the country in February. The overall 
goal here is to expand Spotify’s reach beyond the 
current user base by focusing on emerging markets 
or older users. The company currently claims 
217 million users, of which 100 million are paying 
customers. For comparison, Apple Music passed 60 
million users in June.



16
14 - 20 July, 2019             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.com

broken in the world. If anything, it is the 
duty of activists, entrepreneurs, and 
other creative thinkers to pressure and 
persuade political leaders on the need 
for change. And yet, when it comes to 
problems that can be addressed only 
cooperatively at the global level, there 
is no alternative to bodies like the G20. 
Even if political leaders have adopted all 
the right ideas, they still need a forum 
for turning those ideas into coordinated 
policies.

To my mind, there are two barriers 
standing in the G20’s way. First, though 
it is representative, it is also far too 
large. As I have argued since 2001, 
what the world really needs is a more 
representative G7, comprising the US, 
Japan, the European Union, and the 
BRIC countries.

This new grouping would reside 
within the G20 and represent three-
quarters of global GDP. While Canada 
and a post-Brexit UK would lose some 
of their current influence, they would 
have no less of it than similarly situated 
countries such as Australia. 

At any rate, they need not worry: 
there is no reason to expect a diplomatic 
overhaul of this scale anytime soon. The 
G20’s second deficiency is that it (as well 
as the G7) lacks an objective framework 

through which to set goals and measure 
progress toward them. Since the 
group’s initial success a decade ago, 
its agenda has been fluid, with each 
host country adding something new 
to the mix at every annual gathering. 
In the case of the Osaka summit, the 
Japanese government introduced the 
goal of universal health care.

No one doubts that universal health 
care is a worthy cause. But nor has 
the G20 actually done anything to help 
individual member states expand the 
provision of health care. Worse, the 
time spent paying lip service to this 
new objective could have been used 
to discuss outstanding issues such as 
antimicrobial resistance, which was 
added to the G20 agenda in 2016. 
The language about AMR in the latest 
communiqué was notably similar to that 
of previous summits, which suggests 
that little progress has been made.

Meanwhile, the market for new 
antibiotics is deteriorating rapidly. 
Without a concerted international 
response, drug-resistant superbugs 
could take ten million lives per year by 
2050, resulting in a cumulative loss of 
around $100 trillion in global output. 
What the world needs now is action, not 
empty words.

When the G20 leaders held their 
first summit in late 2008, many 
welcomed what looked like 

a diverse, highly representative new 
forum for crafting common solutions to 
global problems. The group acquitted 
itself well in responding to the global 
financial crisis, and, for a while, its 
emergence as a forum for international 
policy coordination seemed like one of 
the only silver linings of that mess.

I was certainly among those 
applauding the G20’s initial 
achievements. Since 2001, when I 
identified the rise of the BRIC countries 
(Brazil, Russia, India, and China) as a 
key feature of the twenty-first-century 
world economy, I had been calling for 
a major overhaul of global-governance 
structures. As I argued at the time, the 
continued dominance of the G7 (Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States) was 
increasingly out of step with the complex 
world of the early 2000s. To this day, 
the G7’s exclusion of China is a glaring 
omission, made worse by the presence 
of so many European countries, most of 
which share a currency and abide by the 

same fiscal- and monetary-policy rules.
Unfortunately, following the G20’s 

summit in Osaka, Japan, last month, I 
cannot help but wonder whether that 
gathering, too, has lost its purpose. 
Indeed, the only relevant development 
to come from the summit was an 
agreement on the sidelines between 
US President Donald Trump and 

Chinese President Xi Jinping, who 
brokered yet another ‘truce’ in their 
countries’ trade war.

Part of the problem, of course, is 
that global governance in general has 
been marginalized, now that the US 
has abdicated its role as the custodian 
of the international order. But there 
are also issues with the G20 itself. 
On one hand, the group looks like 
an appropriate vehicle for facilitating 
global dialogue. Its membership 
represents around 85 percent of global 
GDP and comprises most of the leading 
emerging economies, including those 
that have not adopted Western-style 
liberal democracy. With the exception 
of Nigeria, Africa’s largest economy 
and most populous country, the 
countries that one would expect to have 
a seat at the table do. And in the future, 
one could imagine Vietnam and a few 
others joining them.

On the other hand, while the G20 has 
been very good at issuing grandiose 
communiqués to acknowledge the 
existence of global challenges, it has 
proven utterly incapable of advancing 
any solutions to them. 

To be sure, one could argue that 
it is nott realistic to expect a bunch of 
bureaucrats to fix everything that is 
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