
It seems that Kuwait is on the threshold of a real-
estate bust. Conservative estimates indicate 
that around 60,000 flats are lying vacant all 

over Kuwait with no relief in sight for the owners. 
Expats who make up more than two-thirds of 
Kuwait’s population and form the main occupants 
of these flats are being forced out by government 
policies. So it appears quite likely that these flats will 
not be occupied any time in the near future.

Since the government began focussing on 
implementing its Kuwaitization policy with new 
rules and regulations being put in place to curb the 
inflow of expatriates to the country, there has been 
a slowdown in several sectors.

Real Estate was a real money spinner for Kuwaiti 
nationals who held the sole right of ownership, 
thus dictating rental value and clearly flouting rules 
like partitioning apartments to earn as much as 30 
percent more from already high returns.

Those days are now a thing of the past. As one 
industry expert pointed out, among the many 
reasons for this slump was the greediness of the 
building owners who tired to maximise profits 
without looking at the long-term implications of 
their greed.  Now, many landlords who also include 
real estate companies are in a dilemma. Many are 

stuck with repayments on bank loans that they 
cannot make, nor can they generate returns on their 
investments. The real estate market is slowly falling 
into a slump that will be hard to recover from.. 

What was considered a temporary recession 
has now turned into a long protracted one. What 
implications this might have on the local economy 
is anyone’s guess. Less money in the pockets 
means that the spending power has been reduced 
which in turn is creating an immense slowdown in 
businesses all around.

Yet many tenants feel the benefit of low 
occupancy is not being passed on to them. 
Landlords have a long history of holding on to their 
rents despite empty flats or offices. In the past this 
has worked well because they could withstand 
temporary setbacks in growth of the economy and 
population. 

...CONTINUED ON PAGE3
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Countries in the Middle-East and North 
Africa region will need to expand power 
generation capacity by an average of 

4 percent each year between now and 2023. 
Much of this expansion is likely to come from 
the environmentally harmful and unsustainable 
burning of fossil-fuels, says a new report on the 
energy situation in the area. 

The report by the Arab Petroleum Investments 
Corporation (APICORP), the regional multilateral 
development bank focused on the energy sector, 
points out that this expanded power generation, 
which corresponds to an additional capacity of 
88GW, is crucial to meet the increasing population 
and economic growth demands of the region. 
But, the report adds that constrained by subdued 
oil prices and consecutive budget deficits, as 
well as growing environmental concerns about 
fossil-fuels, countries in the region will struggle 
to meet their energy expansion requirements, 
unless they urgently undertake much-needed 
energy reforms.

Kuwait, which depends on the burning of fossil-
fuels for its power generation and water desalination 
processes, is especially at a disadvantage. Available 
data from United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) 
and World Bank show that Kuwait’s total annual 
electricity production of 66 billion kWh was only a 
little above its total consumption of 58 billion kWh. Per 

capita consumption of electricity in Kuwait at around 
14,000 kWh per year, is among the highest in the 
world. By comparison, the per capita consumption of 
electricity in Europe is only 5,500 kWh. 

Even more alarming is that this profligate 
consumption is projected to soar in the coming 
decade. According to estimates by the Ministry 
of Electricity and Water (MEW) the demand for 
electricity is set to triple by 2030. 

The continued burning of crude oil and gas 
as fuel to meet this huge demand poses a severe 
challenge on the country’s energy generation 
capacity, both in terms of fuel and infrastructure, as 
well as in relation to the enormous environmental 

risks posed by greenhouse gas emissions arising 
from this unbridled consumption. 

...CONTINUED ON PAGE12
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What’s Wrong 
with the News?
The British public can’t get enough news 

about Brexit – at least, that’s what news 
platforms’ data analytics say. But, according 
to the Reuters Institute’s latest Digital News 
Report, 71% of the British public tries to avoid 
media coverage of the United Kingdom’s 
impending departure from the European 
Union. This disparity, which can be seen in a 
wide range of areas, raises serious questions 
about news organizations’ increasingly data-
driven approach to reporting.

The rise of data analytics has made 
journalists and their editors confident that 

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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An evening of Slovak culture, fashion and music

The Slovak embassy in Kuwait held an impressive 
evening at the Palms Hotel last week to showcase 
Slovakia’s culture, music and tourism.

The evening, open to a select gathering, gave the audience a 

glimpse of Slovak culture that was highly appreciated and 
applauded. Welcoming the gathering, Slovak Ambassador H.E. 
Igor Hajdusek reiterated his commitment to strengthen and 
promote the mutual and friendly relations between Kuwait 
and Slovakia though increasing contact between the two 
countries and its people.

The evening was filled with entertainment and a fashion 
show as well as music performance were the highlights of 
the evening, which was followed by dinner. Guests were also 
treated to a sampling of Slovak specialities and were witness 
to the amazing natural beauty of Slovakia reflected through its 
national parks, spas and historical architecture.

Embassy of India, Kuwait, in coordination with the 
United International Indian School in Al-Hasawi, 

organized World Cycling Day 2019 on 12 September, 
to commemorate the 150th Birth Anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation.

The Ambassador of India, H.E. Jeeva Sagar 
along with the Chairman of United International 
Indian School, Jasim Ahmed Jasim Al Nessif, and 
the principals of various Indian schools in Kuwait 
attended the event, which also saw the presence of 
a large gathering of teachers, parents and students.

The Importance of regular cycling is consistent 
with Mahatma Gandhi’s emphasis on preserving 
the nature and sustaining the environment. It also 
contributes towards building as well as strengthening 
human health which was stressed during the event.

The main aim of the event is to inculcate 
Gandhian values and a sense of social responsibility 
in to youths. Around 150 students from about 10 
schools in Kuwait participated in the event, with the 
students trekking their way on the long cycling track 
within the impressive campus of the school.

Celebrations mark 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi

Oncost to open its 
largest store in Qurain
Oncost, Kuwait’s leading family grocer, is 

preparing to open its 21st store in Kuwait and 
its first in Mubarak Al-Kabir governorate, located in 
Aswaq Al-Qurain, on September 18th, 2019.

The newest store of Oncost will also be its 
largest venue, with more than 4,000sqm of retail 
space, providing a wide range of retail products for 
individuals, families and businesses at wholesale 
prices. Oncost, which has consistently focused on 
satisfying the needs of its diverse customer base in 
the country, now hopes to bring its unique model of 
retailing to shoppers and businesses in and around 
Al-Qurain from September.

Mr. Saleh Al-Tunaib, Oncost’s Chief Executive 
Officer, expressed his thanks to Oncost’s loyal 
customers for their support to the brand over the 
years, and added, “By opening our 21st store, we will 
be taking a major step towards our main objective, 
which is to become the leading grocery retailer in 
the country with a presence in all governorates of 
Kuwait. We believe that Oncost would thrive in a 
market like Qurain because of the strong presence 
of large family households, restaurants, catering 
companies and retail offices. Furthermore, our aim is 
to enroll all our new customers in the Oncost Family 
Program, which would grant them access to many 
valuable benefits and exclusive savings on their 
grocery needs.”

“What makes us stand out from other central 
markets in Kuwait is our focus on wholesale shopping 
in a retail environment for a carefully selected 
assortment of quality products, while providing 
those products at the best, fair and competitive 
prices in the market,” said the CEO.

Speaking about the impending opening of 

their new outlet in Aswaq Al-Qurain, Oncost’s 
Chief Operating Officer, Dr. Remesh TA said, 
“With the opening of our 21st branch in Kuwait, 
we are on track to achieve our aggressive target 
of opening 35 branches across the country over 
the next five years.”

Oncost has built on its strength of providing 
a shopping experience that is fully customer-
oriented and pivots around offering shoppers 
with wholesale prices in a retail environment. 
The company focuses on satisfying the food and 
beverage needs of shoppers while also providing 
them with a pleasant and enjoyable shopping.

The opening of a new Oncost outlet in Aswaq 
Al-Qurain will also prove a boon to restaurants and 
cafes in the surrounding areas, as the company’s 
foodservices division will provide them with a one-
stop shop supply chain management for all their 
food and non-food needs.

Oncost is also confident that the new store will 
help enhance the Oncost Family Program, which 
offers up to 4 percent cashback rewards. Currently, 
the program has more than 100,000 members who 
enjoy the many benefits and privileges offered by 
Oncost and its affiliates program, which includes 
exclusive discounts from Careem, Red Tag, Twenty4, 
National Exchange Company, and Shifa Al-Jazeera 
Hospital.

Kuwait Health Ministry to 
set up medical accountability board

Kuwait’s Health Ministry plans to introduce 
a department tasked with the medical 

accountability of public and private healthcare 
practices, Minister Sheikh Basel Humoud Al-Sabah 
revealed on Monday.

Based on a ministerial decree, the body of 
three sectors will recieve claims into alleged errors, 
review the accuracy of these claims and investigate 
the claims, the ministry said in a statement, citing 
Sheikh Basel. The department will form a database 
on the claims made, compile the documents 
necessary to act upon these claims and carry 
out an investigation into the commitment of the 
healthcare provider towards carrying out their 

role and responsibilities, the statement explained. 
It will also submit these claims to a committee 
responsible for investigating the technical and 
legal aspects and assess the scale of the alleged 
medical error.
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H.E. Ju Myong Chol, Charge d’Affaires of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) held a 
grand reception at the Crowne Plaza Hotel (Al-Baraka 

Ballroom) to mark his country’s 71st National Day.
A large gathering of diplomats, prominent Kuwaitis 

and media personnel attended the reception, which was 

marked by a cake-cutting ceremony. DPRK was founded on 
9 September, 1948 and has turned from a backward colonial 
agrarian country into a dignified powerful socialist country.

DPRK holds reception to mark 71st National Day

Lawmakers have taken the 
cudgel against yet another 

‘law and order’ situation in 
the country — the wearing of 
pajamas in public.

In this regard, parliamentarian 
Majed Mousa Al-Mutairi has 
recently submitted a draft law 
for safeguarding law and order 
by proposing to ban wearing 

pajamas in public or face a fine of 
between KD500 to KD1,000.

Besides the wearing of 
pajamas in public, some of 
the other social behaviors and 
practices that have irked the 
lawmaker and caused him to 
call for a ban are: the use of 
abusive, vulgar or racist words 

in public; the wearing of clothes 
with images, portraits or remarks 
that are abusive to public order 
and morals; playing loud music 
that could disturb the public; 
the writing or drawing on walls 
in public places without prior 
approval of authorities; or the 
use of children and women in 
activities that pose a danger to 

them or scare them. The bill also 
bans taking pictures of others 
without their consent in order 
to make fun of them, besides 
not respecting queues in public 
places or for obtaining services.

Al-Mutairi called for his 
planned bill to be accorded 
priority and discussed by the 

concerned committees before 
being tabled in the upcoming 
session of Parliament that 
begins in October. However, the 
proposed bill cannot be debated 
in the National Assembly 
unless the legal and legislative 
committee says it is in line with 
the constitution — a difficult 
proposition given how personal 
freedom is enshrined in the 
Kuwaiti constitution.

Nevertheless, Al-Mutairi 
called for his planned bill to be 
accorded priority and discussed 
by the concerned committees 
before being tabled in the 
upcoming session of Parliament 
that begins in October. 

Other bans proposed include: 
spitting in public places, throw-
ing trash or cigarettes from cars 
and placing advertisement post-
ers on the walls of private homes 
without seeking prior permis-
sion. The bill proposes a fine of 
between KD500 and KD1,000 for 
any of these violations. 

The lawmaker said he 
submitted the draft law as he 
was concerned with protecting 
Kuwaiti values, morals and 
traditions, and also safeguarding 
public order, after he noticed that 
strange behaviors and practices 
have been on the rise in recent 
years.

Ban on pyjama wearing in public Nearly 90 percent of judiciary to be 
Kuwaitis by 2025

Head of the Supreme Judicial Council, President 
of the Court of Cassation and Head of the 

Constitutional Court Counselor Yousef Al-Mutawa 
said that nearly 90 percent of the Judicial Council 
will be Kuwaiti within the next five years if things go 
according to plan. 

Al-Mutawa said in an interview with Al-Anbaa 
newspaper on Wednesday that the number of 
judiciary and public prosecution is 1,111 by the 
end of the judicial year 2018/2019, including 730 
Kuwaitis and 381 non-Kuwaitis, or by 66 percent. 
He added that the percentage of Kuwaitis in the 
leading grades of the courts, the attorney generals, 
lawyers and general prosecutors of categories (c) 
and (b) reaches 100 percent, and the percentage of 
Kuwaiti judges in the rank of undersecretary of the 
court is over 96.5 percent. 

He reaffirmed the independence of the Kuwaiti 
judiciary by virtue of the Constitution, as the law 

regulating the judiciary regulated the limits of that 
independence and the inability of the judiciary 
members to be removed except by the judiciary 
itself. He said that despite the cooperation exerted 
by the officials of the Ministry of Justice to achieve 
all the demands of the judiciary and to overcome 
any administrative obstacles, giving the Minister 
of Justice as a first stage the powers over the Civil 
Service Commission on the judiciary and its auxiliary 
bodies is an urgent and necessary requirement for 
the development of work.

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

Now with the government seriously 
implementing a policy to reduce the number 
of expatriates along with unfriendly expatriate 
laws, Kuwaitis are becoming the first victims of 
their own doing. A sluggish economy means 
less prosperity and less discretionary income 
that they enjoyed for so many decades. The 
welfare state that took care of them is now 
faltering right before their own eyes. Survey 
after survey is asking for reform by way of 
cutting subsidies and implementing prudent 
financial management. 

Expatriates have been a source of wealth 
creation in many ways for the Kuwaiti 
economy over several decades. It is time for 
Kuwaitis to now take over and spread the 
prosperity among themselves.

- An Expatriate
You can share your thoughts on 
editortimeskuwait@gmail.com

Apartment crises and the 
prosperity of Kuwaities

Comments from the last week 
article on Expat Survey

I am English. I lived in Kuwait from 2003-2015. Self-
employed, no big-paying Contract. I only left because I 

had all my papers stolen, in Spain, whilst on holiday. I WAS 
VERY HAPPY AND WOULD RETURN. The trouble is that I am 
probably too old, although I have SO MUCH to offer and 
my students loved me because they generally achieved 
90+% in their IELTS exams. 

I had a wonderful Kuwaiti sponsor and good Kuwaiti 
friends, mixed with Pakistanis, Philipinos, other Europeans, 
Turkish, Americans, Chinese and other Asians. Social life 
is limited but what a fabulous public swimming pool 
in Mangaf, next to the sea/beach/picnic area. So many 
gymnasiums and good massage/beauty parlours.

I was very happy there, with a great Kuwaiti landlord 
and Egyptian "harries". Own parking, rented a luxury car 
and went for ice cream with the owner on pay day. Good 
dressmakers.  Perhaps having a glass-half full attitude and 
a big smile would help those others, morose persons, to 
enjoy everything that IS on offer? 

— Anita Dudley

RICKY LAXA
STAFF WRITER

The Philippine Overseas Labor Office (POLO) in 
cooperation with the Overseas Workers Welfare 

Administration (OWWA), Social Security System 
(SSS) and Pag Ibig Fund at the Kuwait Disabled Club 
in Hawally held outreach programs last week from 
nine in the morning till three in the afternoon. The 
program saw participation of around four hundred 
Overseas Filipinos Workers in Kuwait (OFWs).

“The outreach program allows us to provide 
services for OFWs in Kuwait less the hassles of 
queuing in line at the POLO offices should they want 
to process their Balik Manggawa (Return Worker) 
applications, verifications of their contracts, change 
of employers’ status. They may also check the 
status on their contributions to SSS, Pag Ibig Fund, 
reintegration programs and rebates in OWWA”, 
stated Atty. Llewelyn Perez, Acting Assistant Labor 
Attaché. Perez added that the outreach programs 
will continue over the coming months and updates 
on the locations of where the programs will be held 
would be publicized.

Among those present to provide assistance 

were fifteen officers from different departments 
and institutions. Welfare Officers Eduardo Bellido 
and Genevieve Ardiente were on hand to provide 
counsel and assistance to enquiries. 

“These projects are beneficial for us OFWs, most 
especially for those who work and could not skip 
the operational hours to process their documents, 
while for some Fridays are the only days available. 
It gave me the opportunity to ask further about 
other concerns such as my contributions to SSS 
and OWWA. We thank them for launching these 
programs” commented Lydia Santos, an OFW 
working for sales company. 

Perez also announced that the outreach program 
will again take place in the same venue (Kuwait 
Disabled Cub in Hawally) on the 27 September from 
9 in the morning till 3 in the afternoon, the program 
will be in conjunction with “Piyestang OFW sa 
Kuwait”. The event will include cultural presentations, 
competitions, food and services and more. All OFWs 
are encouraged to attend the event.

Photo Caption: Acting Assistant Labor Attaché 
Atty. Llwelyn Perez, Welfare Officers Eduardo Bellido 
and Genevieve Ardiente and officials of OWWA, SSS 
and Pag Ibig Fund.

Philippine Overseas Labor Office 
commences outreach programs for OFWs 
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It’s common among people to 
reheat food leftovers that were set 
aside from a previous meal. This 

can be somehow safe for some food 
but there are some specific food items 
that you need to avoid reheating as they 
may pose a risk for you and your family. 
Different food have different nutritional 
values, but the ones that turn into a 
potential health risk when reheated 
must be avoided no matter how much 
you want to enjoy the food later.Here is 
the list.

 
Eggs: This is a high-risk food that should 
not be eaten again since it becomes 
toxic when heated at high temperature, 
and can result in problems with your 
digestive tract. However, for meals 
that contain eggs as one of the many 
ingredients, it is absolutely fine. Just 
refrain from reheating boiled eggs or 
scrambled eggs. 
Celery: This is a vegetable high in 
nutritional values and is mostly used 
for soups or side dishes. However, when 
you are reheating the soup, make sure 
you do not heat it more than once, since 
the Nitrate content of the celery can be 
a problem for your health when heated 
for the second time. Keep in mind that 
any good nutritional vegetable item 
that comes around the family of celery 
or carrots can turn into toxic substances 
if put into the microwave repeatedly.
Mushrooms: Mushrooms are one of 
the most well-known food items that 
are advised against reheating and 
should be eaten and consumed right 
after preparation. Even if you want to 
eat them later, make sure you eat them 
cold, they can still be as delicious as they 
were right after preparation. Mushroom 
contains protein and its composition 

will change when reheated which poses 
a health risk as well as digestive and 
heart problems.
Chicken: If you reheat chicken after a 
day or two and eat it, it can become very 
toxic for your health. This is because all 
the protein composition changes when 
a cold chicken is heated for the second 
time after being kept in the fridge for 
a certain time. This will cause digestive 
problems and acidity issues that would 
not make you feel comfortable. For this 
reason, it is better to eat your chicken 
cold or perhaps heat it carefully under 
low temperatures and add some healthy 
ingredients with it such as parsley, sweet 
potatoes or peppers. 
Beetroot: This is another useful 
vegetable item rich in Nitrate, and 
as explained before, high amount of 

Nitrates can make them toxic when 
subjected to heat for the second time. 
The food items listed are incredibly 
delicious and healthy for you and 
should be included in your diet menu 
on a regular basis. Just make sure you 
avoid having to reheat them again and 
again, since they can easily turn toxic 
and affect your body with health issues.

So my advice to you is to adjust the 
amount of food you are making to a 
serving size that is appropriate for you 
and your family to eliminate leftovers, 
and so reheating.

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness 
and has joined The Times Kuwait team in 
a new weekly column discussing nutrition 
and answering queries. You can send in your 
questions to infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

Leftovers that can 
poison you if reheated

To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

- Tim Jackson, 
British ecological economist

 Thought
  for the         e

week
We spend money we don't have, 

on things we don't need, to make 
impressions that won't last on people 

we don't care about." 

You can prepare a potato in 
countless ways—from pan-
roasting to squashing—but 

the easiest, by far, is baking. Though 
any given supermarket will sell a more 
modest selection, there are hundreds of 
potato species out there, distinguished 
by color, shape, and, most notably, 
starch content. Generally speaking, you 
can break down potatoes into three 
categories: high starch (also known as 
baking potatoes), medium starch (also 
known as all-purpose potatoes), and low 
starch (also known as waxy potatoes).

Potatoes with lots of starch and little 
moisture—namely, russets —are many 
cooks’ go-to pick for baking. Russets are 
best for baking whole because they turn 
out fluffy and moist with thick, crisp-
chewy skin.

How to bake
 a whole potato in the oven

• Heat the oven anywhere from 204°C 
to 232°C. It goes without saying: The 
former will take longer, the latter will 
go quicker. Anything below 204°C 
will yield a subpar skin texture and 
anything above 232°C will risk a burnt 
outside and undercooked center.

• Rinse and scrub the potato. Spuds 
come from the dirt—which is to say, 

they are dirty. While some potato 
recipes call for peeling, whole 
potatoes should be baked skin-on. 
Not only does this naturally insulate 
the flesh, but it turns into an A+ crust.

• Prick the potato a few times with a 
fork or paring knife.

• Bake the potato directly on an oven 
rack. Think of this as the low-key 
approach, no special equipment or 
additional ingredients needed. The 
potato is done when a knife easily 
pierces the flesh, with little resistance.

• Oil and salt the potato, then bake on 
a sheet pan. An unoiled potato still 
turns out crispy skin, but it cannot be 
salted (because there is nothing for 
the salt to stick to). Rubbing the potato 
with a small amount of neutral-flavor, 
high-heat oil (such as canola) means 
you can salt it all over, creating a well-
seasoned crust that’s as addictive as 
the fluffy middle. The potato is done 
when a knife easily pierces the flesh, 
with little resistance.

• Immediately cut the potato open, 
dress up, and dig in. Use a small, sharp 
knife to cut a 1-inch or so slit in the top 
of the potato, then carefully squeeze it 
from both ends to fluff up the interior. 
Top with whatever you want, then eat 
hot.

The best baked
potato toppings

• Butter pat. Bonus points if the butter is 
salted and at room temperature.

• Grated cheese. Preferably something 
sharp and intense, like cheddar or 
aged Gouda.

• Sour cream or Greek yogurt. 
Preferably whole-milk yogurt, which 
has creamier, richer flavor.

• Fresh herbs. Especially finely chopped 
chives or scallions.

• Tuna, chickpea, or egg salad. To turn a 
baked potato into a meal, treat it like 
toast and top with something hearty. 
Even better with a tuft of baby arugula 
and squeeze of lemon on top.

• Guacamole. Avocado potato is the 
new avocado toast.

Bake a potato
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Udupi Restaurant, the exclusively 
vegetarian Indian restaurant in Kuwait, 

opened their third branch in the country 
with the inauguration of the Salmiya Branch 
located in Salem Mubarak Street.

Indian ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Jeeva 
Sagar inaugurated the branch, alongside 
a select gathering of well-wishers and the 
restaurant management led by Managing 
Director Potti.

Udupi Restaurant has been serving 
authentic and delicious Indian vegetarian 
dishes for more than 20 years to a large 
clientele made up of both vegetarians and 
non-vegetarians.

Udupi Restaurant, named after the 
eponymous city in the Indian state of 
Karnataka, is famous all over India and in 
many parts of the wider world for their unique 
cuisine with a distinct South Indian flavor to 
its dishes.

Udupi gained widespread popularity 
when they first opened in Kuwait, more than 

20 years ago, as they were the first exclusively 
vegetarian restaurant in Kuwait. Since then, 
the Udupi’s exquisite vegetarian cuisine 
served through its two branches located 
in Sharq and in Fahaheel have attracted 

vegetarian-food lovers from all over the 
country. The addition of a new outlet in 
Salmiya will be welcomed by existing Udupi 
patrons, as well as by new connoisseurs of 
vegetarian food.

Dishes at Udupi restaurant are among 
the most authentic and highest-quality 
South Indian vegetarian dishes available 
in the country. The incorporation of fresh 
ingredients and specially ground Indian 
spices adds a flavor that only the specially-
trained chefs at Udupi can conjure. 

The restaurant features an elegant décor 
that creates a refined ambiance and backdrop 
for the great dining experience.

Speaking on the opening of a new branch 
in Salmiya, Mr. Potti said that they had kept 
the ambience of the restaurant simple and 
warm to reflect the mood and services, so that 
customers can enjoy the taste of vegetarian 
dishes in a homely and relaxed atmosphere.

The menu at the new outlet is quite 
exhaustive and range from several types of 
dosas to puris and Indian vegetable dishes 
and savories, all priced at very reasonable 
rates. The restaurant is open for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner and is located behind MRG 
Building on Salem Mubarak Street.

Lawmakers are said to be 
contemplating the introduction of 
a new bill in the upcoming October 

session of Parliament, which will seek to 
limit the number of expatriates from each 
community to less than 30 percent of the 
Kuwaiti population.

Latest statistics from the Public Authority 
for Civil Information (PACI) show that of the 
total population of 4.6 million people in the 
country, 3.2 million are expatriates and only 
1.4 million are Kuwaitis.

Some lawmakers have long argued that 
the presence of large expatriate communities 
are a threat to the security and integrity of 
Kuwait. But it was not exactly clear how the 
introduction of a quota system would help 
adjust the demographic imbalance in the 
country, where currently less than a third of 
the population is made up of Kuwaitis.

Under the proposed new law, the more 

than 900,000-strong Indian community, 
and the over 600,000 Egyptians in Kuwait 
would find their numbers reduced to less 
than 400,000, while the estimated 200,000 
Bangladeshis and 140,000 Syrians, who form 
the next two largest expatriate communities 

in Kuwait, could potentially see their 
numbers increase. 

It had also been reported earlier that the 
authorities planned to reduce the number of 
foreign residents in the country by at least 
1.5 million over the next seven years. This is 

no doubt a well-intentioned and forthright 
plan, but the government has been less than 
forthcoming in explaining, how it hoped 
to overcome the market slump that such a 
move would definitely entail.

Various market sectors, such as retail and 
rental, as well as labor, would be severely 
impacted from a drastic fall in population.

Decision on setting a quota for 
expatriate communities and issuing visas 
is the prerogative of the government and 
the executive. By introducing the new 
bill, parliamentarians hope to infringe 
on that authority, and usurp it under the 
guise of saving the government from 
embarrassment. Lawmakers argue that 
the government’s involvement in setting 
such a quota system, would unnecessarily 
get Kuwait embroiled in accusations from 
human rights organizations of engaging in 
racial profiling of foreigners.

Law to set quota on expatriate numbers

Udupi Restaurant — a vegetarian enclave opens in Salmiya
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UN lauds Kuwait for peace 
efforts, humanitarian aid

Kuwait was lauded for its continuous 
efforts in support of realizing 
international peace and security, 

as well as its role in promoting the 
development and human rights.

The latest appreciation for Kuwait’s 
efforts came from the UN Secretary-General 
Representative and Resident Coordinator 
to Kuwait Dr. Tareq AlSheikh. The UN top 
representative in Kuwait was speaking at 
a media conference held on Sunday, 8 
September to mark the fifth anniversary of 
the UN designating His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
as ‘Leader of Humanitarian Action’ and the 
State of Kuwait as ‘Center of Humanitarian 
Action’.

Kuwait has gained unprecedented 
prominence on the international stage 
in the humanitarian action arena, as this 
has been a defining characteristic of the 
country’s foreign policy ever since Kuwait 
became the 111th member of the United 
Nations on 14 May, 1963, said Dr. AlSheikh.

Kuwait has affirmed its effectiveness 
through its presence in various bodies of 
the United Nations and in international 
organizations, such as the Universal 
Postal Union, the International Civil 
Aviation Organization, the Food and 

Agriculture Organization, the International 
Monetary Fund, the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) that later became the World Trade 
Organization, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and many others.

In 2009, as part of its efforts to 
strengthen ties with the United Nations, 
Kuwait inaugurated the UN House in the 
country and in the presence of the then UN 
Secretary-General Ban Kimoon.

The UN House is the official venue for 
all UN agencies operating in Kuwait, said 
Dr. AlSheikh, noting that the presence of 
this central hub depicted the deep-rooted 

and strong relations between the UN and 
Kuwait. He also pointed out that Kuwait has 
increased its contributions to international 
humanitarian and development activity, 
and has consistently exceeded the target 
set by the UN for economically advanced 
countries to spend at leastf 0.7 percent 
of their gross national income on Official 
Development Assistance (ODA).

Moreover, Kuwait has established a 
US$100 million fund to ensure dignified life 
by overhauling agriculture in developing 
countries and donated $150 million to a 
fund set up in 2007 by the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to 
pursue research in energy.

During the news conference, Dr 
AlSheikh also announced the ‘Cavaliers of 
Humanitarian Development’ competition 
involving Kuwaiti youth, civil society and 
private as well as public associations and 
establishments in Kuwait.

He added that the competition would 
mark the fifth anniversary of designating 
His Highness the Amir as ‘Leader of 
Humanitarian Action’, and the 10th 
anniversary of establishing the new UN 
headquarters in Kuwait.

He further clarified that the competition 
aims to give impetus to creative and 

improvising initiatives from the three sectors 
of life in Kuwait. He said that registration for 
the competition would begin on UN Day in 
October.

He also revealed that a new website for 
UN House in Kuwait had been launched 
on the occasion to promote its celebration 
of naming Kuwait as the ‘Center of 
Humanitarian Action’, and His Highness the 
Amir as the ‘Leader of Humanitarian Action’.

Mohamed Naser Al Sayer & Sons Co. (MNSS) 
Group Spare Parts Division, a subsidiary of 

ALSAYER Holding, held the first electronic raffle 
draw to select the winners of Toyota Genuine Parts 
special promotion on 4 September at the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry premises. 

Names of the winners from the first draw are as 
follows:

Khalifah Saeed Mohammad Alhajri (First 
prize - KD1000); Nadiah Eknaifeth (Second prize - 
KD500); Majdi Yousef Boulos (Third prize - KD300); 
Shamsulhuda Hossain (Fourth prize - KD200); Dhari 
Ali Sagheer Alenezi (Fifth prize - KD100)

Toyota Genuine Parts special promotion began 
on 29 July and is slated to continue till 30 September, 
with the final draw to be held on 7 October. With 
every KD5 spent on Toyota Genuine Parts at any 
ALSAYER Parts outlet or Service facility, customers 
will be eligible to participate in the electronic 
raffle draw for a chance to win cash prizes of up 
to KD1000. Mohamed Naser Al Sayer continues to 
guarantee the highest level of customer satisfaction 

through quality assured genuine products at fair 
competitive prices. Al-Sayer Toyota Genuine Spare 
Parts operates 17 exclusive outlets across Kuwait to 
offer an enhanced customer experience through 
better accessibility and convenience.

The winners are requested to collect their 
prizes from Group Marketing Department located 
at Toyota New Cars Delivery Center in Ardiya by 
presenting the official letter from the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry.

Al Sayer announces first raffle 
winners of spare-parts promotion

Tulu Koota Kuwait has announced that 
registration for the annual Tulu Prabha 

Competitions have begun. The Tulu Parba 2019 
Competitions will be held on Friday, 27 September, 
from 9 am to 4 pm at the Indian Community 
School(Senior) Auditorium, Salmiya.

Fun and creativity will be highlights of the day 
with competitions chalked out for all age groups, 
including Best moment with my Dad, Mom ‘n’ 
Me, Fancy Dress -Tulu Nadu Kula Kasubu, Coloring, 
Greeting Card to Grandparents, Solo Dance, Show 
‘n Tell, Story Writing, Jhoom Barabar Jodi and  other 
exciting and fun-filled competitions are planned for 
the day. There will also be social media events, such as 
Best Moment with my Dad and Tik Tok Video which 
are already live on FaceBook.  There will be special 
prizes for highest likes obtained on FaceBook apart 
from the selection by judges. Unlike other years, Tulu 
Parba Competition this year will also launch TKK Got 
Talent(TGT) a special unique talent competition for 
all members of TKK who will participate to show 
their talent and win the trophy, and the hearts of the 

audience with their performance. 
The last date for accepting registrations is on 25 

September.
For more details, visit the webpage: htttp://

www.tulukootakuwait.org/Portals/portal1/images/
tp-comp-rules.pdf  and FaceBook page at https://
bit.ly/2lJpN3S.

For registrations, please contact: Vijay Wilson 
(66935227);.Swarna Shetty (99006934); Geetha 
Suvarna (66526160); Lionel Rayan (97731855); 
Chandrahasa Shetty (55941955); Wilson D’souza 
(97875789); Shalini Vijay (66502369) 

Tulu Parba Competitions 2019

World Tamil Organization (UK) honoured 
Kuwait-based Indian businessman and 

chairman of TVS Hyder Group of companies Dr. S. 
M. Hythar Ali, with Life-time Achievement Award. 
The award was in recognition of his lifelong 
commitment to building a stronger nation and 
empowering people through business innovation, 
leadership, sustainability, ethics and corporate 
governance. 

Dr. Hythar Ali was felicitated with the award 
during the recently held ‘5th Global Economic 
Development & Achievement Awards - London 
2019’ event that was held on 9 September at the 
House of Commons in London. 

The event was hosted by Rt. Hon. Nia Griffith, 
M.P., (Shadow Secretary of State for Defence UK), Rt. 
Hon. Virendra Sharma, M.P. (Chairman, INDO-British 

all party parliamentary group) and Jacob Ravibalan, 
Chairman, World Tamil Organization (UK).  Other 
keynote speakers during the event was former 
world renowned tennis player and now a Member 
of Parliament in UK, Vijay Amirtharaj, the Chairman 
of VGP Group, V.G. Santhosam, and the Chairman of 
KPN Travels K.P. Natarajan.

TVS Hyder group, which is mainly into Cargo and 
Travel business began as a  small unit and is now 
among the leading Cargo and Travel operators 
having offices in eight countries across the world. 

Earlier in the year 2015, European Continental 
University in Delaware in the US conferred on him a 
doctorate degree in recognition of his best business 
services. Also Dr. Hythar Ali was listed in the Forbes 
‘100 Top Indian Leaders in the Arab World’ for the 
year 2014.

World Tamil Organization felicitates 
chairman of TVS Hyder Group

UN Secretary General Representative and 
Resident Coordinator to Kuwait Dr. Tareq 

Al-Sheikh
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Indian Community School Kuwait (Junior) celebrated 
Teacher’s Day on 5 September as a mark of accolade 

to the part played by the teachers in the society. This 
day is dedicated to Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, the 
second President of India. As a tribute to this great 
teacher, his birthday on 5 September is observed each 
year as Teachers Day in India. 

The program began with a thought and a poem 
about teachers, which was followed by a musical 
program. Skits on the life of former President Abdul 
Kalam and also highlighted the importance of 

teachers in a student’s life. The dance program that 
followed had the audience tapping their feet in 
rhythm. 

A token of love was given by the students to 
the Principal Sherly Dennis, Vice-Principal  Sheeja 
C. and to all the staff on account of Teacher’s Day 
celebration. Principal Dennis then addressed the 
assembly and said that teachers are enlightened 
with love for their students. Vice-Principal Sheeja 
appreciated the participants and teachers-in-charges 
for the assembly.

LOCAL

Ministry of Interior (MoI) has 
launched its new-look interactive 
website that is aimed at providing 

visitors with information and news about the 
ministry, as well as delivery several e-services 
to the public.

The new website is a huge improvement 
from the previous staid site that delivered 
services on and off at its whim and fancy. At 

first sight, the site appears elegant and neatly 
designed, with several e-services given pride 
of place on the first page. Visit visas, renewal 
of residency and the all-important traffic fines 
can all be accessed from the front page.

There are other convenient features also 
accessible from the main page, including 
setting up an SMS service and even filing 
your sailing plan so that the Coast Guard 

can be informed in case you encounter any 
emergency at sea.

There is even a feedback section under the 
Your Opinion menu which allows you to file 
complaints or make suggestions. 

Any complaints against the MoI? First, fill in 
your name, civil ID, mobile and email address, 
and We WILL contact you.

Ministry of Interior launches revamped website

Lulu Hypermarket, the leading 
hypermarket chain in the region, 

launched its Onam Celebration 2019 festival 
on 9 September at the hypermarket’s Al Rai 
outlet, in the presence of a large gathering of 
shoppers and well-wishers, as well as top Lulu 
management in Kuwait. 

The unique Onam festival, a popular 10-
day harvest festival in Kerala is celebrated by 
Keralites all over the world with great fervor 
and enthusiasm. The promotional campaign 
to mark this festival in Kuwait includes various 
competitions and cultural programs.

The Onam promotion, which is being held 
at all Lulu outlets in the country, is slated to 
end on 14 September. A variety of Onam-
related products, food items and department 

store goods are on offer at knock-out prices 
during the festival campaign. In addition, 
a number of special booths dedicated to 
offering traditional Onam cuisine such as 
Onam sadhya and payasam. 

Other highlights of the campaign include 
cultural programs showcasing some of the 
traditional dances and performances held 
during Onam festival, such as Onam Maveli, 
Chendamelam, Pulikali, and Kathakali, by 
enthusiastic performers at Lulu’s Al Rai outlet.

On 13 September, a special Onam floral 
design competition was held at the Al-Rai 
outlet where 10 teams competed to create 
vibrant and elaborate designs on the floor 
using flowers.  The winner of the competition 
was awarded a gift voucher worth KD100, 

while the second and third place winners 
each received KD75 and KD50 worth of gift 
vouchers respectively. Consolation prizes 
were awarded to all the participants in the 
competition. 

Enhancing the festive mood during the 
campaign were brilliant cardboard cutouts 
and decorations representing traditional 
Onam features that added color to the festival 
venues. 

Onam Celebration 2019 is a continuation 
of LuLu Hypermarket’s customer-centric 
endeavor to always be in sync with the 
community when it comes to celebrating 
traditions, festivals and foods from various 
countries. Colorful events held at the 
hypermarket to celebrate these special 
occasions offer a wide variety of products and 
food items at highly competitive prices. These 
promotional campaigns also help make 
shopping an enjoyable andfun experience for 
customers and their families.

Lulu Hypermarket launches Onam Celebration 2019

ICSK celebrates Teachers Day
The Public Authority for Food and Nutrition 

(PAFN) has called for imposing a ban on all 
imports of several kinds of protein bars for including 
non-halal ingredients.

 In a press statement Sunday, the PAFN Secretary 
General Adel Al-Suwait said the authority singled 
out Snickers, Mars, Bounty and Milky Way protein 
bars for the ban.  He pointed that the authority 
has found that these products had non-halal 
ingredients.

 The PAFN has also proposed banning imports 
of all kinds of processed or unprocessed ruminant 
meats from Kazakhstan due to the recent outbreak 
of the anthrax infection. 

Meanwhile, the authority advised lifting the 
ban on imports of goat, cow, and lamb meats from 

Kyrgyzstan after the end of an anthrax outbreak. 
It also recommended ending the ban on imports 

of poultry and its products from the southwestern 
Russian region of Rostov Oblast after the deadly 
outbreak of the bird flu there ceased.

Kuwaiti Authority recommends
banning protein bars for
 non-halal ingredients

Oocyte cryopreservation, or the freezing 
of eggs, is a method that an increasing 

number of women in Kuwait are resorting to 
in order to ensure their ability to get pregnant 
at a future date.

Most women turning to cryopreservation 
in Kuwait are over the age of 40, while 
elsewhere the trend is for younger women to 
approach this procedure. Usually women of a 
younger age group have a variety of reasons 
why they would want to preserve their egg, 
including the ability to get pregnant at a 

time of their choosing. Other factors include 
circumstances that affect their fertility, 
or needing medical treatments such as 
radiation or chemotherapy that could impair 
their ability to get pregnant, or wanting to 
freeze eggs at a younger age to use when 
they are financially more stable. 

Older women usually turn to 
cryopreservation either from an inability 
to conceive or because they suffer 
other ailments that could worsen their 
potential to conceive in future.Moreover, 

cryopreservation is considered acceptable 
by many people who would otherwise have 

religious or ethical objections to such in-vitro 
procedures.

A reproductive health specialist in 
Kuwait said that most women in Kuwait 
who opt for cryopreservation are beyond 
what is considered ‘marriage age’ or wish 
to postpone their pregnancy for social or 
economic reasons. Incidentally, for married 
women in Kuwait, the husband’s approval is 
a condition for conducting the egg freezing 
operation, and it is not cheap, costing in 
excess of KD5,000.

Women in Kuwait turning to oocyte cryopreservation
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GAZOO Racing wins Rally 
Finland for third consecutive year 

South African business
delegation visits Kuwait 

Money laundering and terrorism 
financing are two sources of serious 
concern for governments, security 

agencies and financial institutions worldwide. 
In Kuwait, although these two problems are 
not very prevalent, the authorities have taken 
several precautionary steps, including the 
introduction in 2013 of new law (No.103) to 
combat money laundering and the financing 
of terrorism. 

Through Article 16 of the new law, the 
government also set up an independent 
Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) charged 
with receiving, applying for, analysing and 

transferring information related to what is 
suspected of being the proceeds of money 
laundering or monies used to finance 
terrorism, either in part or in whole.

In order to curb the instances and effects 
of such illegal and illicit transactions, and with 
the aim of stopping those associated with 
financing terrorism and money laundering, 
the FIU recently updated 36 indicators to help 
banks monitor the activities of individuals 
who are involved in illegal activities.

Among the indicators, circulated to banks, 
financial institutions and foreign exchange 
companies, Among the most prominent 

indicators of the circular, are refusal by a 
client to deal with female employees and 
frequently changing persons who are 
authorized to operate a particular account, as 
well as information that indicates support for 
publications or extremist actions.

The circular also mentioned new clients 
who frequently ask employees about 
disclosure, reporting, or recordkeeping 
requirements and other details, not to 
mention clients who do transactions on 
behalf of other people, and the initiative of a 
person to open multiple accounts, in addition 
to the client’s regular travel to areas of conflict, 

frequent transfers to foreign countries, which 
show no working relationship with the 
countries of destination.

Moves to strengthen monitoring of money laundering

For the third year in a row, GAZOO Racing (GR) 
World Rally Team (WRT) with the Toyota Yaris 

WRC won Rally Finland, the fastest event on the FIA 
World Rally Championship calendar. 

Ott Tänak, in the No. 8 Toyota Yaris WRC, repeated 
his victory from one year ago to increase his 
championship lead, while Jari-Matti Latvala, driving 
the No. 10 Toyota Yaris WRC, finished third on his 
home event. With these achievements, the Finland-
based GR WRT maintained its record of getting two 
cars onto the podium on the event every year since 
its debut in 2017.

Tänak moved into the lead on the third day 
following an intense battle with his competitors, 
and took a lead of 16.4 seconds into the fourth and 
final day. He instantly increased that to 20 seconds in 
the first of the final four stages, when he claimed his 
200th WRC stage win. It is also his 120th in the Toyota 
Yaris WRC and 50th so far this season.

Guided by co-driver Martin Järveoja, Tänak went 
on to set another fastest time in the rally-ending 
Power Stage as he clinched his victory, outpacing his 
nearest rival by 0.7 seconds to take the maximum 30 
points away from the rally. 

Latvala and co-driver Miikka Anttila took their 
eighth stage win of the event on SS21 on their way 

to sealing their first podium finish of the season. The 
double podium win helped the team to close up to 
the leader in the manufacturers’ championship.

Akio Toyoda, Team Chairman, commented: “I really 
appreciate the local people and all the supporters 
across the globe who cheered us on. I would also like 
to send words of celebration and appreciation to Tänak 
and Järveoja, who climbed onto the top of the podium, 
Latvala and Anttila, who stood on the third step, and 
all the team members. I strongly believe the hard and 
enjoyable drives from our drivers and co-drivers will 
make the Yaris an ever-better car!”

Over the years, Toyota has been participating 
in many different forms of motorsports,  including 
Formula One, the World Endurance Championship 
(WEC), and the Nürburgring 24  Hours endurance 
race. Toyota’s participation in these events was 
overseen by separate  entities within the company 
until April 2015, when Toyota established GAZOO 
Racing (GR),  to consolidate all of its motorsports 
activities under one in-house brand. 

Harnessing years of experience gained under the 
extreme  conditions of various motorsports events, 
GR aims to forge new  technologies and solutions 
that bring the freedom, adventure, and joy of driving 
to everyone.

The South African Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) will lead a business delegation 

from the nine different provinces in South Africa to 
Kuwait from 14-17 September. 

The DTI and the South African Embassy in 
Kuwait have been collaborating to promote 
the diverse range of products from South 
Africa. The visiting delegation will comprise of 
agro-processing, metal beneficiation, energy, 
marine, ICT, construction and engineering, and 
pharmaceuticals and healthcare sectors. 

The purpose of the visit is to further strengthen 
the trade relations between the two countries 
and to explore potential business opportunities 
between South African companies and their Kuwaiti 
counterparts.  During the visit the delegation will 
participate in a business seminar at the Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with B2B 
meetings held after the seminar. The Delegation 
will also hold bilateral meetings with relevant 
business stakeholders including the Kuwait Union of 
Consumer Cooperative Society (KUCCS), and other 
business stakeholders relevant to the identified 
sectors.

In 2005, South Africa and Kuwait signed a 
Trade Agreement and an Economic and Technical 
Cooperation Agreement which affirmed the two 
countries’ commitment to build strong and mutually 
beneficial economic and commercial relations.  
Kuwait is an important trade and economic partner 
for South Africa, and is the sixth largest export 
destination for South Africa products in the Middle 
East. The forthcoming visit follows on the footsteps 
of previous successful DTI led business delegations 
in 2015, 2016 and 2018.

LOCAL

DR. JAUSHIEH 
JOSEPH WU,
Taiwan’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs

Taiwan is com-
mitted to joining 

hands with global 
partners to help 
achieve the UN Sus-

tainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) to forge the world we want, and 
the future we need.

The SDGs form a blueprint for a better and 
more sustainable future, aiming to guide the 
world down a sustainable and resilient path 
with “no one left behind.” In the High-Level 
Political Forum on Sustainable Development 
this July, UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
stressed again the pressing need to accelerate 
relevant actions. Likewise, he called on nations 
to advance the “Inclusion Imperative” because 
“development is not sustainable if it is not fair 
and inclusive.”

The principles of inclusiveness and leaving 
no one behind are key to realizing the SDGs. 
Taiwan, a full-fledged democracy, has made 
considerable progress in fulfilling the SDGs and 
has provided assistance to countries in need. 
Taiwan is willing and ready to share its success 
story and contribute further to the collective 
effort to achieve the SDGs.

After many years of effort, Taiwan has 
made great strides in alleviating poverty and 
achieving zero hunger. Our percentage of low-
income households has been reduced to 1.6 
percent. Launched in 1993, the National Health 
Insurance program now covers 99.8 percent 
of the population. In 2018, our waste recycling 
rate reached 55.69 percent, our literacy rate 98.8 
percent, and our infant mortality rate 4.2 per 
1,000. These figures far surpass SDG standards. 
The government of Taiwan has further identified 
six major areas of interest with respect to the 

SDGs: smart water management, sustainable 
energy transformation, clean air, sustainable 
materials management and the circular 
economy, ecological conservation and green 
networks, and international partnerships. These 
areas complement the main theme of the UN 
High-Level Political Forum 2018, the SDGs, and 
the 5Ps — people, planet, peace, prosperity, and 
partnership — referred to in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

In recent years, Taiwan has been providing 
development assistance to and engaging in 
cooperation programs with partner countries 
in the Pacific, Asia, Africa, Latin America, and 
the Caribbean. In 2018 alone, Taiwan conducted 
development projects in SDG areas of interest 
in 39 countries. We will continue to track 
international trends and the needs of partner 
countries to ensure that all operations are 
aligned with the SDGs. 

A truly inclusive UN would not leave anyone 
behind. Today, however, Taiwan passport holders 
are blocked from entering UN premises for 
public visits and meetings. Taiwanese journalists 
and media outlets are also denied accreditation 
to cover UN meetings. These practices are unjust 
and contravene the principle of universality 
upon which the UN was founded. Considering 
Taiwan’s robust experience and contributions, it 
is extremely important for the United Nations to 
take actions so Taiwan can share its experience 
and critical information with all countries and 
peoples.

Efforts to fulfill the purpose of achieving 
international cooperation in solving international 
problems of an economic, social, cultural, or 
humanitarian character, and in promoting and 
encouraging respect for human rights and for 
fundamental freedoms for all, as stated in Article 
1 of the UN Charter, will also be impaired. If 
the host of nations is serious about promoting 
inclusion and making development sustainable 
for all, it should open its doors to Taiwan.

Building an inclusive 
United Nations

with Taiwan on board
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Expatriate woman living in Kuwait before 
independence requests residency renewal

An 88 year-old expatriate woman, who has 
been living in the country for over 60 years, 

has appealed to Deputy Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister Lieutenant-General Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah 
to approve her residency application.

The woman who has been in Kuwait since the late 
1950s has been staying here with her husband and 
two daughters for the past six decades. However, 
following the death of her husband her residency 
was transferred to that of her brother. In her letter 
of supplication to the Interior MInister, the woman 
said her brother was presently abroad for medical 
treatment and in the meantime her residency had 
expired.

Her two daughters are married but they are 
not working and as such cannot sponsor her. The 
husband of one of her daughters, an engineer 
whose salary is over KD1,000, had applied for the 
transfer of her residency under his sponsorship, but 

the application was rejected as he was not a direct 
relative.

The old woman appealed to Sheikh Khaled 
Al-Jarrah to approve her residency to be under 
her son-in-law as she wants to be close to her 
daughters, as no other person can look after her 
except her daughters, and she has nowhere else 
to turn to.

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

they know what people want. And for good 
reason: with a large share of news consumed on the 
Internet, media platforms know exactly which stories 
readers open, how much they read before getting 
bored, what they share with their friends, and the 
type of content that entices them to sign up for a 
subscription.

Such data indicate, for example, that audiences 
are interested in extraordinary investigative 
journalism, diet and personal-finance advice, and 
essays about relationships and family. They prefer 
stories with a personal angle – say, detailing an 
affected individual’s fate – rather than reports on 
ongoing conflicts in the Middle East or city hall 
coverage. And they are drawn to sensational stories – 
such as about US President Donald Trump’s scandals 
and antics – under “clickbait” headlines.

But if newsrooms were really giving audiences 
what they wanted, it seems unlikely that almost 
one-third (32%) of respondents in the Digital News 
Report, the world’s largest ongoing survey of online 
news consumption, would report that they regularly 
avoid news altogether. But they did, and that figure 
is up three percentage points from two years ago.

The most common explanation for avoiding the 
news media, given by 58% of those who do, is that 
following it has a negative effect on their mood. Many 
respondents also cited a sense of powerlessness.

Moreover, only 16% of participants approve 
of the tone used in news coverage, while 39% 
disapprove. Young people, in particular, seem fed 
up with the negativity bias that has long been 
regarded as a sure-fire way to attract audiences. For 
many, that bias feels disempowering. Conversations 
indicate that the problem is compounded for young 
parents, who want to believe that the world will be 
good to their children. Younger generations also feel 
consuming news should be more entertaining and 
less of a chore.

One reason for the disconnect between the 
data and people’s self-reported relationship with 
the news media may be the “guilty pleasure” effect: 
people have an appetite for voyeurism, but would 
prefer not to admit it, sometimes even to themselves. 

So, even as they click on articles about grisly crimes 
or celebrity divorces, they may say that they want 
more “quality news.”

When newsrooms indulge readers’ worst 
impulses, the consequences are far-reaching. Media 
are integral to support accountability by anyone 
wielding power or influence, and to mobilize civic 
engagement. Democracies, in particular, depend on 
voters being well informed about pressing issues. 
News organizations thus have a responsibility to 
report on serious topics, from political corruption to 
climate change, even if they are unpleasant.

That does not mean that readers’ complaints 
about media’s negativity bias should be disregarded. 
On the contrary, if people are to be motivated to 
confront challenges that are shaping their lives, they 
should not be made to feel powerless.

This is where so-called solutions journalism comes 
in. By balancing information about what needs 
changing with true stories about positive change, 
news organizations can fulfill their responsibility 
both to inform and to spur progress. This means 
occasionally recognizing that over the long term, 
living standards have improved globally.

Reconnecting with audiences will also require 
media organizations to broaden their perspectives. 
In much of the West, it is largely white, male, middle-
class journalists who decide what to cover and how. 
This limits news media’s ability to represent diverse 
societies fairly and accurately.

In fact, only 29% of Digital News Report 
respondents agreed that the topics the news media 
choose “feel relevant” to them. A joint study by 
the Reuters Institute and the Johannes Gutenberg 
University in Mainz, Germany, indicates that the key 
to increasing this share is to increase diversity in 
newsrooms. At the same time, news media need 
to do a better job of contextualizing and otherwise 
explaining the news. While 62% of Digital News Report 
respondents feel that media keep them apprised 
of events, only half believe news outlets are doing 
enough to help them understand what is happening. 
At a time when nearly one-third of people think that 
there is simply too much news being reported, the 
solution seems clear: do less, better.

This means listening to readers, not just studying 
the data analytics. It means balancing good news 
with bad news, and offering clarifying information 
when needed. It also means representing diverse 
perspectives. Media organizations that do not 
make these changes will continue to lose trust 
and relevance. That is hardly a sound strategy for 
convincing consumers that their work is worth 
paying for.

 -ALEXANDRA BORCHARDT
Senior research associate at the Reuters 

Institute for the Study of Journalism at the 
University of Oxford.

What’s Wrong with the News?

LOCAL

On Thursday, 12 September, the Embassy of 
the Republic of Poland commemorated 
the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of 

World War II,  with the screening of a film, ‘303 
Squadron’, which portrayed the contributions by 
Polish soldiers to the Allied victory in World War II, 
and the role played by Polish airmen in the Battle 
of Britain. 

Guests also had a chance to watch an animated 
short film produced by the Polish Institute of 
National Remembrance, which briefly explained 
historical events of crucial importance to Poland in the half-
century from 1939 to 1989. On the sidelines of the film screening, 
the guests were also presented with an exhibition explaining the 
events of World War II and the reality of life of the Polish people 
under the occupation. 

Among the guests who attended the event were the newly 
appointed Ambassador of Germany to Kuwait H.E. Stefan Möbs, 
Ambassadors of other EU countries, members of diplomatic 

missions, representatives of schools and academic 
institutions in Kuwait.

In his address to the gathering, the Ambassador 
of Poland H.E. Pawel Lechowicz referred to the 
context of the outbreak of war and the damage that 
the conflict brought to Europe and to the world. He 
underscored the extent of damage caused by the 
conflict and the death of over 50 million people 
in the war. He also highlighted the importance 
of reconciliation between the countries and the 
people that fought in the war, and added that 

Poland and Germany were the best examples of building good 
relations despite the tragedy of World War II.

Eighty years ago, in the early hours of 1 September 1939, 
troops of the German Reich crossed the Polish-German border. 
Polish Army put up military resistance and although France and 
Great Britain immediately declared war on Germany, they did not 
engage in any military action. Poland’s tragic fate was sealed on 
17 September 1939 when the Soviet Union invaded Poland from 

the East. The secret Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact signed between 
Germany and Soviet Union, effectively divided Central Europe 
into the so-called spheres of influence.

Poland continued to put up resistance against the occupiers 
at home and abroad despite losing the defensive war of 1939. 
The structures of Polish underground state were the largest in 
the whole of occupied Europe and included independent armed 
forces, parliament, the judiciary and secret education. Polish Army 
was also revived in France and the UK, fighting on all European 
and African frontlines. 

Though Polish soldiers and airmen contributed in great 
measure to the Allies’ victory and the ending of the Second 
World War in 1945, this did not bring freedom for Poland. Europe 
became divided under the arrangements made during the Yalta 
Conference. First coined by Churchill, the term ‘Iron Curtain’ 
would best describe the post-war division of Europe and the 
enslavement of Poland and other countries, under the Soviet 
sphere of influence. Poland regained its full independence only 
in 1989. 

Poland commemorates 80th anniversary of World War II

RICKY LAXA
STAFF WRITER

Philippine pride Arnel Pineda, lead singer of The 
Journey Band from the US will perform live in 

Kuwait on a one-night show at the Qadsia Gym in 
Hawally on 15 November. 

In a video clip released by the organizers in 
Kuwait and the Philippines, Pineda expressed his 
excitement as this will be his first time he will be 
performing in Kuwait, both for the expat communities 
and in particular for the Overseas Filipino Workers. 
The organizers have put together a team of ten 
vloggers who will take charge of the massive Kuwait 
promotions on social media. Among the other social 
media partners are Pinoy Arabia FM and Aim Global 
Radio. 

“It’s been awhile since the OFWs in Kuwait have 
witnessed a performace by world renowned artists 
and as organizers we too are excited and overwhelmed 
with the response from the communities. Invitations 
to the event can be availed via online and through 

outlets printed in the posters distributed from several 
strategic locations in Kuwait,” stated Jumel Carvajal, 
organizer of the event. The Embassy of the Philippines 
in Kuwait is also rendering support to the event.

Gates will open at three in the afternoon and 
Pineda will go on stage at six in the evening, the event 
is expected to finish by eight in the evening to give 
household helpers to reach home prior to curfew set 
for them. Invitations are available at Hayahay Restaurant 
in Salmiyah located beside Mowasat, Optica in Kuwait 
City beside Giordano or call: 55891955, 51102253, 
69080086, 99595725, 55942799, 25710060, 65549009 
(viber/whatsapp). More updates are available on its FB 
page: @arnelpinedaliveinkuwait.

The Journey Band lead singer will perform in Kuwait
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The World and the UN 
Must Reduce Population Growth

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

FRANK GÖTMARK AND ROBIN MAYNARD
Frank Götmark is Professor of Animal Ecology and 
Conservation Biology at the University of Gothenburg and 
head of The Overpopulation Project. Robin Maynard is 
Director of Population Matters.

On September 24-25, world leaders 
will gather at the United Nations 
in New York to review progress 

toward the UN’s 2030 Agenda and its 17 
Sustainable Development Goals. The SDGs, 
which aim “to end poverty, protect the 
planet, and ensure prosperity for all,” are 
commendable, and summarize the kind 
of world many of us wish to see in 2030. 
But if this vision is to have any chance of 
materializing, governments must now add 
an 18th goal: “Dampen population growth.”

The challenges that humanity faces 
today stem mainly from overconsumption 
and overpopulation. Yet policymakers often 
fail to consider the two factors together, 
and largely neglect population growth in 
particular.

The overall human impact on the 
global environment is the product of 
population size and average per capita 
consumption. The UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change has concluded 
that population growth and economic 
(consumption) growth are the two main 
causes of global warming. Per capita 

resource consumption and greenhouse-
gas emissions are highest in developed 
economies, while rapid population growth 
in developing countries contributes to the 
loss of forests and biodiversity.

When governments adopted the SDGs 
in 2015, many experts were surprised by 
the lack of attention to population growth. 
Demographer Joseph Chamie, a former 
director of the UN Population Division, 
expressed concern that the UN was 
ignoring the issue. University of Cambridge 
economist Partha Dasgupta and co-authors 
concurred, arguing that this omission 
“should be a point of public concern.” 
More recently, demographer Massimo Livi 
Bacci of the University of Florence wrote 
that “population … has become irrelevant 
for the sustainability of development, 
notwithstanding the evidence to the 
contrary.”

Between 1960 and 2000, the world’s 
population doubled from three billion to six 
billion. This growth contributed to greater 
pollution of land, lakes, rivers, and oceans, 
as well as urban overcrowding and a higher 
demand for agricultural land and freshwater 
(in turn encroaching on natural ecosystems). 
Despite significant technical advances in 
agriculture, famines killed millions of people 
over this 40-year period. And in developing 
countries, rapid population growth left 
poor people at greater risk of death, injury, 
and disease resulting from pollution, floods, 
droughts, and other disasters.

There are now 7.7 billion people on Earth. 
The UN forecasts that this figure will rise to 
11 billion by 2100 (and that assumes steady 
fertility declines in many countries that have 
tended to resist this trend). A population 
increase on this scale would create more 
pollution, require a doubling of global 
food production under difficult conditions 
(including climate disruption), and result in 
more people suffering during conflicts and 
famines.

To be sure, there has been plenty of 
necessary research into how the world can 
better accommodate billions more people, 
in terms of pollution, agriculture, energy 
efficiency, and climate change. But such 
research fails to quantify the benefits of 
minimizing further population increases – a 
critical oversight.

While many researchers and policymakers 
seem to regard a rapidly increasing global 
population as inevitable, ordinary citizens 
recognize the serious problems and risks 

that this will cause. In a 2014 survey by the 
Global Challenges Foundation, a majority 
of 9,000 respondents in nine countries (the 
United States, Brazil, South Africa, Germany, 
Poland, Sweden, India, Russia, and China) 
considered population increase to be an 
actual or potential future threat to mankind. 
The same year, a Pew Research Center survey 
reported that 82% of American scientists 
regarded the growing world population as 
a major problem because “there won’t be 
enough food and resources.”

Yet the huge projected increase in the 
world’s population this century is avoidable. 
The size of the population in 2100 can be 
influenced now by international debate, 
government programs, and individual choices.

More specifically, an additional SDG 
to dampen population growth would 
promote funding for voluntary, rights-based 
family planning. This approach has a proven 
track record of success, not only in reducing 
births rapidly, but also in advancing the 
empowerment of women and spurring 
economic progress. No coercive “population 
control” measures are needed. Rather, wider 
awareness of the linkage between family 
size and ecological sustainability can help 
parents recognize the benefits of having 
fewer children.

Clearly, population growth cannot be 
stopped overnight, nor feasibly by 2030. 
But we could establish trends toward 
a population peak and decline in all 
countries by then. This includes not only 
developing countries, where population 
growth threatens security, but also rich 
countries with large ecological footprints, 
where population decline and its benefits 
are resisted because of ill-founded fears of 
demographic aging.

Reproductive rights and family planning 
are mentioned in both SDG 3 (good 
health and wellbeing) and SDG 5 (gender 
equality), but neither goal explicitly aims 
to reduce population growth. As they 
currently stand, the SDGs imply that there 
is no longer any need to curb the global 
population increase, even though it 
undermines most of the goals.

As a result, there is a big risk that the 
world will achieve little of the 2030 Agenda, 
especially in countries where high birth 
rates persist. But we should not give up. 
Changes in population policies and norms 
can reduce birth rates. And by adopting a 
new SDG to this effect, the world could yet 
save the 2030 Agenda.

FOCUS
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Traveling regularly with 
your loved one is a big 
part of the Gulf lifestyle 

with many couples now choosing 
to book a vacation more often 
thanks to accessible flight routes 
and luxurious boutique hotels 
on the rise. Hermoine Macura-
Noble explores some of the best 

romantic getaways in the USA that 
will help rekindle the romance in your life.

They say it is easy to fall in love, but difficult 
to stay in love which is why a short holiday is 
a must for those of us who lead busy lifestyles 
and hectic schedules. Everyone could do 
with a short break to relax and recharge their 
batteries once in a while. 

With luxury travel destinations on the 
rise, many hotels are now catering to the 
discerning Arabian traveler who expects the 
best when it comes to luxury, hospitality and 
serendipity. 

Here are the top five luxury hotels in the 
USA that are ideal for a romantic getaway or 
even just some serious wonder time!

The Surrey, New York 
The best hotels in New York offer something 

for every type of traveler and especially those 
who are looking for something extraordinary 
in a small package. Located on a quiet Upper 
East Side street, the Surrey is a classic Art 
Deco boutique hotel with a calming interior 
and a stunning collection of contemporary 
artworks on display throughout the property. 

Designed for the guest who prefers the 
understated approach to luxury, the hotel 
offers a unique type of privacy where you 
feel you are the only one around. Perfect for 
lovers who want to stay under the radar. Other 
features include the comfy beds you do not 
want to get out of, a private rooftop garden 
and a small-but-luxurious in-house spa. 

For something uniquely New York, you can 
take a long leisurely walk-through Central Park 
which is a few minutes away. In summer you 
can rent a boat at the Loeb Boathouse and in 
winter, you can go ice-skating at Wolman’s 
Rink followed by lunch at any nearby café 
surrounding the park. Finish the day by 
watching the city lights from the top of the 
Empire State Building or a Broadway show a 
few steps away with your loved one.

Four Seasons, Orlando
There is always an allure to a Presidential 

Suite, the most coveted, premiere 
accommodations offered at a property. At the 
Four Seasons in Orlando, there is not just one 
top suite, there are two. One of these suites 
can even be configured to a nine-bedroom 
residence, creating the ultimate penthouse 
retreat. There is even the option to buy out the 
entire 16th floor, for the ultimate in privacy.

From the spacious, open layout, to the 
opulent design features and breathtaking 
views, guests will feel like royalty. Featuring 
a chic color palette of taupe, ice blue, 
cream and truffle – the hotel also features 
jewel-like crystal bangle lighting elements 
combined with modern furnishings to create 
a sophisticated aesthetic. 

The property which is set amidst lush lakes 
and 360-degree greenery is the perfect place 
to stay if you are travelling with or without 
kids: There is a five-acre water park, including 
a winding lazy river with a rapids section, two 
water slides, and an interactive splash zone 
with water cannons. The adults-only pool and 
an 18-hole Tom Fazio-designed Tranquilo Golf 
Course means you can keep the kids close 

while still getting in some couple time.  
What makes the hotel ultra-special is 

the outdoor living space which is ideal for 
viewing Disney World’s Magic Kingdom Park 
fireworks, which occur nightly. Guests of the 
hotel enjoy complimentary transportation 
to Magic Kingdom Park, Epcot, Disney’s 
Animal Kingdom Theme Park and Disney’s 
Hollywood Studios, plus a twice-weekly on-
site character breakfast, with Goofy and his 
pals at the resort’s Ravello restaurant. It is 
the perfect place to live out your childhood 
dream of visiting Disneyworld. 

The XV Beacon in Boston, 
Massachusetts 

Located in the Beacon Hill neighborhood, 
The XV Beacon in Boston offers a standard of 
service that rivals Arabian hospitality. Built-in a 
1903 Beaux-Arts building, this cozy, 60-room 
boutique hotel’s service is outstanding. You 
can expect to find personalized business 
cards and homemade desserts, waiting in 
the room upon arrival as well as music and a 
crackling fireplace in your room after evening 
turndown.

The hotel also prides itself on being a dog-
friendly hotel. You can pamper your pet with 
homemade healthy dog biscuits, a plush bed 
and turndown water. Dog sitting and walking 
can also be arranged before arrival. 

Some romantic ideas dinner at Parker 
House restaurant where the Boston cream 
pie was created and where some say JFK 
proposed to Jackie Bouvier. You can also 
check out filming locations of your favorite 
movies such as the bench in Boston Public 
Garden, where the characters of Matt Damon 
and Robin Williams sat in Good Will Hunting.

History lovers will be interested to know 
that Boston’s legacy as one of America’s most 
famous cities dates back to its role during the 
American Revolution. Another great idea is to 
embark on the 2.5-mile Freedom Trail walking 
route to learn about the nation’s founding 
with your loved one. 

Rosewood in Washington DC 
A favorite of several Gulf royals, the 

Rosewood hotel is ideally located in 
Georgetown, alongside the historic C&O 
Canal. Featuring 49 rooms and 12 suites, the 
hotel offers ample privacy, bespoke guest 
services and strong affiliation to the culture 
and traditions of the nation’s capital. 

On the rooftop, a wraparound bar and 
lounge area boast a serene indoor-outdoor 
swimming pool and majestic views of the 
Potomac River, Washington Monument, 
Roosevelt Island and Georgetown University. 
Fitness and spa services, private dining, 
meeting venues, and a calendar of intriguing 
curated events and occasions round out the 
hotel’s remarkable offerings.

Staying at this hotel guarantees, you will be 
in the heart of the action. Most landmarks are 
close by as well as the United States Botanic 
garden – a living indoor, outdoor museum 
envisioned by George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson and James Madison in the late 18th 
century. The cute conservatory and butterfly 
gardens are the perfect place to steal a quiet 
moment. 

The 1 Hotel South Beach, Miami
The 1 Hotel South Beach is the perfect 

getaway stay if you are looking to get back 
in touch with nature without venturing too 
far out of the city. Featuring design elements 
that showcase graceful twists of driftwood 
furnishings — the hotel’s open spaces are 
filled with thousands of artfully placed 
plants and flowers that are constructed with 
reclaimed and repurposed wood. 

Located right on the beach, guests staying 
at this hotel enjoy unparalleled views of the 
Atlantic Ocean and 600-feet of beachfront. 
From triple-clear water filters in each room 
to a fleet of chauffeur-driven Tesla electric 
vehicles available to all hotel guests, the eco-
friendly hotel also practices what they preach 
when it comes to the environment. 

Their sustainability efforts focus on 
encouraging travelers to adopt an eco-
friendly lifestyle while enjoying the ultimate 
service and attention.

Featuring halal menus and a unique 
collection of ultra-luxe suites, THe 1 Hotel 
truly understands the GCC traveler and offers 
the best of the city and shore. Every wish, 
request or enquiry is answered within a few 
minutes.  

Couples can enjoy hours of relaxation time 
by the pool or even use one of the hotel’s bikes 
to explore the fantastic track that stretches for 
kilometers along the beach. Foodie lovers will 
be delighted to explore the plethora of Cuban 
restaurants close by or even a shopping spree 
at the famous Bal Harbor shops nearby. 

Hermoine Macura-Noble is first 
Australian English speaking News Anchor 

in the Middle East. She is also the Author of 
Faces of the Middle East  and Founder of US 

based 501c3 charity - The House of Rest which 
helps to ease the suffering of victims of war. 
For more from our Contributing Editor, you 

can follow her on 
Instagram  @Hello_Hermoine

Romantic Getaways 
in the US 
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In a recent special report, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) argues that addressing 

climate change will require fundamental 
changes to the way we manage forests 
and farmland. The data are new, but the 
underlying conclusion is not. For over a 
decade, scientists, environmentalists, and 
civil-society organizations have been warning 
that our prevailing, and deeply unjust, model 
of production and consumption lies at the 
root of the climate crisis. Protecting the planet 
on which our survival depends will require 
nothing short than system change

The world, in particular, the developed 
countries, has built an economic system 
focused on capital accumulation, which 
privileges corporate profits over the wellbeing 
of people and the environment, entrenching 
injustice and rewarding its perpetrators. This 
process has been unfolding for centuries, 
but has accelerated in recent decades, as 
a select few have acquired an ever-larger 
share of total wealth and political influence. 
Today, just 100 corporations produce 71 
percent of greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions. 
The wealthiest 10 percent of people are 

responsible for around 50 percent of GHG 
emissions, while the poorest 50 percent 
produce 10 percent of emissions.

Unwilling to stand up to those who 
are destroying our planet, political leaders 
have latched onto technological solutions, 
including geoengineering approaches that 

promise to suck already-emitted carbon out 
of the atmosphere. Even the IPCC included 
assumptions about such technologies in 
many of its modeled pathways for keeping 
global temperatures from rising more than 1.5 

°C above pre-industrial levels.
But geoengineering technologies are 

unproven, unsafe, and unrealistic. Consider 
bio-energy with carbon capture and storage 
(BECCS), the leading proposed path to ‘net-
negative’ emissions. BECCS entails growing 
certain crops as biomass, burning the plant 
material for energy, capturing the CO2 
emitted during combustion, and storing it 
underground.

That sounds promising until one 
recognizes that growing biomass on 
the necessary scale would require an 
estimated three billion hectares — twice 
the Earth’s currently cultivated land. Any 
attempt to implement BECCS would thus 
be impossible without mass deforestation 
and soil degradation in the tropical belt of 
the Southern Hemisphere, where most fast-
growing biomass is produced. Land grabs are 
virtually guaranteed. Moreover, as agricultural 
land is transformed to produce biomass, 
food prices could rise, fueling hunger and 
malnutrition. And the destruction of vital 
ecosystems would eliminate the livelihoods 
of local communities and indigenous peoples.

Hyping BECCS and other misleading 

promises — such as Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
(REDD+) initiatives and carbon-trading 
schemes — is expedient for rich countries, 
corporations, and elites, because the 
technology charade enables them to 
continue profiting from the climate crisis 
they have created. But, by distracting from 
real imperatives, it allows the crisis to deepen 
and disproportionately affect those who have 
contributed the least. It is time for those who 
caused the climate crisis to take responsibility 
for addressing it. To this end, developed-
country governments must take the lead 
in drastically cutting emissions at source by 
pursuing a comprehensive transformation of 
their energy, transport, food and economic 
systems.

Essential steps include ending investment 
in fossil fuels; transforming our energy systems 
towards community and public renewable 
energy systems; abandoning destructive 
practices like industrial agriculture and logging; 
community management of biodiversity and 
water resources; and reorganizing urban life 
to support sustainability. Neoliberal trade 
and investment agreements that prioritize 
the interests of business over environmental 
sustainability and human rights must be 
reversed to allow for these solutions.

At the same time, developed-country 
governments must provide large-scale 

public financing to support the much-
needed transformation in the developing 
world. To succeed, the transition must be just 
and ensure the rights of workers, peasants, 
women, migrants, and indigenous peoples. 
Here, public and community ownership is 
crucial.

Social movements in the Global South are 
already providing models of this approach. 
For example, La Via Campesina — an 
international movement comprising peasants, 
smallholder farmers, agricultural workers, rural 
women and youth, indigenous people, and 
others — has shown how peasant agriculture 
and agroecology can cool the planet, feed its 
inhabitants, nurture its soil, support its forests, 
safeguard seed diversity, and protect water 
basins.

Moreover, community forest management 
helps to safeguard the forests, protecting the 
livelihoods of those who depend on them 
and preserving biodiversity. (As it stands, only 
8% of the world’s forests are in the hands of 
communities.)

With strong political will and the right 
policies, we can systematically tackle 
climate change and related crises, including 
biodiversity loss, water scarcity, hunger, 
and rising inequality. If, however, we keep 
indulging the fantasy that some ‘silver bullet’ 
solution will rescue us, progress will be 
impossible.

Who Benefits from False Climate Solutions?

KARIN NANSEN
Chair of Friends of the Earth International.

As agricultural land is 

transformed to produce biomass 

food prices could rise, fueling    

hunger and malnutrition. 

And the destruction of vital 

ecosystems would eliminate the 

livelihoods   of local communities 

and indigenous peoples.

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

Reducing the runaway demand for electricity, 
removing production and distribution inefficiencies, 
and phasing-out subsidies, are just some of the 
reforms that the country needs to consider in 
earnest if it is to rein-in this seemingly insatiable and 
unsustainable demand for electricity. The removal 
of all subsidies on fuel and power is expected to not 
only alleviate financial pressures on government and 
promote market-based supply patterns for energy, 
but also cut down on the unproductive consumption 
of electricity and fuel in the country.. 

Of even more importance from an environmental 
and sustainable point of view is the importance 
of incorporating renewable energy in Kuwait’s 
power generation mix. In this regard, it is highly 
commendable that His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, has issued 
directives to prioritize the use of renewable energy 
in Kuwait and set the target of meeting 15 percent 
of peak electricity demand from renewable energy 
sources by 2030. In its Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions (INDC) submitted under the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 
2015, Kuwait admitted that its energy sector activities 
were responsible for 95 percent of CO2-equivalent 
emissions in its total national emissions. According 
to its submitted INDC, Kuwait said it was working to 
mitigate the amount of greenhouse gases and avoid 

increasing emissions through several projects and 
developments.  Among the greenhouse gas lowering 
project is the production of clean fuels to supply 
power plants by 2020, and thereby significantly 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as well as the 
construction of the greenfield Al-Zour Refinery, which 
will meet international environmental standards 
in the way it operates, and in its products that will 
be compatible with the highest environmental 
specifications and standards. 

Other emission-reduction projects being planned 
or implemented include energy production project 
from municipal solid waste, which is expected to start 
operation by 2020; a mass transit metro system; and 
a railway project that will link Kuwait ports, as well as 
ports in neighboring countries, to achieve integrated 
and sustainable development for transporting goods 
and passengers in Kuwait and abroad. 

However, on top of Kuwait’s initiatives aimed at 
reducing its emissions is the production of energy 
from renewable sources, including photovoltaic 
energy, solar thermal energy and wind energy, 
all of which are expected to reach the maximum 
production capacity by 2030. Kuwait Foundation 
for Applied Sciences (KFAS) and the Kuwait Institute 
for Scientific Research (KISR) are among the main 
catalysts for spearheading renewable energy 
transformations in the country’s energy landscape.

KFAS has initiated and funded several pilot 
projects to promote and accelerate the use of solar 

energy for electrical power generation, in addition to 
raising public awareness about these technologies. 
Among the ventures initiated by KFAS is a pilot 
project using solar energy from photovoltaic (PV) 
systems in two cooperative societies — Zahra and 
Adailiya. Another pilot project by KFAS is in the 
designing, constructing, operating, and monitoring 
of rooftop, grid-connected photovoltaic (PV) systems 
for a total of 150 homes in the country. 

Both projects were implemented in cooperation 
with the KISR and the MEW, in addition to the Kuwait 
Municipality and the Public Authority for Housing 
Welfare, Union of Cooperatives, NGOs and individuals. 
The projects were shown to save on the oil that would 
have been used to generate electricity the traditional 
way, while also  significantly lowering CO2 emissions. 
Based on the successful results from the pilot projects, 
KFAS has initiated renewable energy applications 
more broadly in the country by implementing power 
generation through photovoltaic cells in 10 other 
cooperatives and 1,500 more homes.

For its part, KISR has also initiated several energy 
efficiency and energy management programs to 
help mitigate Kuwait’s emerging energy challenge. 
The Institute’s Renewable Energy Technology (RET) 
Program is leading Kuwait’s efforts to find renewable 
energy solutions that are most appropriate for the 
unique climate conditions of Kuwait.

One such renewable energy project commissioned 
by KISR for the Ministry of Electricity and Water was 

the first phase of the Shagaya Renewable Energy 
Park, located in Kuwait’s northwestern governorate of 
Jahra. The project, launched in February of this year 
with a production capacity of 70MW, was inaugurated 
by the Minister of Oil, Electricity and Water Dr. Khaled 
Al Fadhel. The launch incidentally coincided with 
celebrations marking the country’s 58th National Day, 
the 28th Liberation Day, and the 13th anniversary of 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al- 
-Jaber Al -Sabah’s ascension to power.

Phase Two of the project is expected to produce 
1,500MW of power via Solar Photovoltaic (PV) 
generation, while Phase Three will be designed to 
generate 1,500MW of energy from multiple clean 
energy technologies. The final phase is expected to 
add a further 1,000MW of electricity to the park’s total 
output. Once fully complete, the solar park could save 
12 million barrels of oil per annum for Kuwait, create 
10,000 new jobs during the development phase, as 
well as 1,200 during its operation and maintenance. 
The project is also expected to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions of 196,000 tons annually in the first phase, 
and five million tons once the final phase is over.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister Al-Fadhel 
revealed that the Shagaya Renewable Energy Park, 
along with other projects, including the second 
phase of the Dabdaba solar energy project by the 
Kuwait OIl Company with a capacity of 1,500 MW, 
will help contribute to achieving the15 country’s 15 
percent renewable energy target.

Kuwait aiming for sustainable power generation 

ISSUES
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HEALTH

Mouth bacteria play a key role in our 
health. Previous studies have found 

strong association between bacteria that 
cause gum disease, and both a higher risk 
of esophageal cancer, and higher risk of 
dementia. The role of mouth bacterium 
in speeding up the growth of colorectcal 
tumors and in impairing respiratory health 
have also been observed.

With so much negative connotations 
associated with mouth bacterium, 
researchers at the University of Plymouth 
in the United Kingdom were pleasantly 
surprised to discover the positive role of 
oral bacteria in ensuring cardiovascular 
benefits from exercise. The scientists found 
that mouth bacteria play a crucial role 
in mediating and maintaining the blood 
pressure-lowering effects of exercise, and 
that the use of antibacterial mouthwash 
interfered with this process.

Scientists already knew that blood vessels 
open up during exercise, as the production 
of nitric oxide during exercise increases the 
diameter of the blood vessels (known as 
vasodilation), thereby increasing blood flow 
circulation to active muscles.

However, it remained a mystery about 
how blood circulation remains higher even 

after a bout of exercise resulting in triggering 
a blood pressure-lowering response known 
as post-exercise hypotension.

Explaining the mechanism behind the 
post-exercise hypotension, researchers said 
that studies over the last decade have shown 
that nitrate can be absorbed in the salivary 
glands and excreted with saliva in the mouth. 
Some species of bacteria in the mouth can 
use nitrate and convert it into nitrite — a very 
important molecule that can enhance the 
production of nitric oxide in the body.

When nitrite in saliva is swallowed, part 
of this molecule is rapidly absorbed into the 
circulation and reduced back to nitric oxide. 
This helps to maintain a widening of blood 
vessels, which leads to a sustained lowering 
of blood pressure after exercise.

In their new study the researchers wanted 
to know whether blocking nitrate’s ability to 
convert into nitrite by inhibiting oral bacteria, 
through the use of mouthwash, would have 
any effect on post-exercise hypotension.

Nearly two dozen healthy adults were 
recruited to participate in two acute bouts of 
exercise. For each of these, the participants 
ran on a treadmill for 30 minutes, and the 
researchers monitored the participants’ 
blood pressure for 2 hours after the exercise.

At 1, 30, 60, and 90 minutes after the 
run, the participants rinsed their mouths 
with either antibacterial mouthwash or the 
control substance, which was mint flavored 
water. The team also collected blood and 
saliva samples just before exercise and 2 
hours after. The team ensured that neither 
the testers nor the participants knew who 
was receiving mouthwash and who was 
using a placebo.

The study revealed that the placebo 
intervention resulted in an average reduction 
of 5.2 milligrams of mercury (mm Hg) in 
systolic blood pressure at 1 hour post-
exercise. In contrast, rinsing with antibacterial 
mouthwash resulted in a reduction of only 
2.0 mm Hg.

The results suggest that mouthwash 
reduced the blood pressure-lowering effects 
by more than 60 percent in the first hour of 
post-exercise recovery and canceled them 
completely after 2 hours.

The new study also challenged earlier 
views that nitric oxide was not involved in the 
post-exercise response. The prevailing notion 
has been that the primary source of nitrite in 
the blood after exercise is nitric oxide that 
the body creates in endothelial cells during 
exercise. Endothelial cells are the cells that 

line the inside of blood vessels.
However, the results of the new study 

contradict this because blood nitrite levels did 
not rise after exercise in the participants who 
had used mouthwash. Blood nitrite levels 
only rose after exercise when participants 
rinsed with the control substance.

These findings indicate that mouth 
bacteria are the main source of circulating 
nitrite, at least in the recovery period 
immediately after exercise. If they are 
removed, nitrite cannot be produced, and 
the vessels remain in their current state.

Research in this area could improve our 
knowledge for treating hypertension — or 
high blood pressure — more efficiently, said 
the researchers.

Mouthwash and exercise

Smartphone to 
detect viruses

Using just a smartphone and 
a paper microfluidic chip it is 

possible to detect extremely low 
levels of norovirus, a very contagious 
virus responsible for millions of cases 
of acute gastroenteritis around the 
world each year.

The virus can be contagious at very 
low levels, with just 10 virus particles 
being enough to cause an infection. 
Now,  researchers from the University 
of Arizona in the United States have 
found an efficient way to detect even 
the smallest levels of the virus.

Existing devices for detecting 
norovirus require a laboratory and 
expensive equipment. With the 
new method, researchers used just 
paper and a smartphone. The fibrous 
structure of paper allows liquid to 
flow spontaneously without using the 
pumping systems that silicon chips 
usually require.

The scientists added water 
suspected of holding norovirus to 
one end of a paper microfluidic 
chip and beads made of fluorescent 

polystyrene to the other end. Each 
of these tiny beads was attached 
to an antibody that fights the virus. 
If norovirus is present in the water, 
several antibodies go on to attack 
it, attaching themselves to the virus 
particle and creating a fluorescent 
clump.

The clumps of beads are large 
enough for a smartphone to pick 
them up and photograph them. The 
researchers also created a smartphone 
app that automatically analyses the 
norovirus particles in the sample. The 
device is also cheap, with its most 
expensive component costing less 
than $50.

The researchers hope that the 
use of their device to rapidly and at 
low cost monitor the quality of water 
could be a transformational tool for 
reducing both local and global water-
borne disease burdens.

In a world-first, Japanese scientists have successfully 
repaired a damaged cornea to improve a person’s vision, 

using ‘induced pluripotent cells’.
Pluripotent stem cells are embryonic cells that have the 

capacity to self-replicate by dividing and developing into 
almost any cell of the adult body. Scientists create induced 
pluripotent stem (iPS) cells by reprogramming adult cells, 
usually from skin or blood cells, into an embryonic-like 
pluripotent state. This enables the iPSC to develop into any 
type of human cell that are needed for therapeutic purposes.

Cornea is the thin clear section that covers the front of 
the eye, including the  iris and pupil. Stem cells in the cornea 
are usually refreshed and repaired when necessary, thereby 
keeping it clear so that light can enter.

However, if these corneal stem cells sustain damage due 
to disease or injury, maintenance of the cornea is no longer 
possible, and this can lead to corneal blindness. Individuals 
with damaged corneas must wait for donor tissue to become 
available, and — as with any organ transplant — this can be a 
lengthy process.

Now, ophthalmologists at Osaka University in Japan, treating 
a patient with blurry vision caused by a genetic condition that 
affected her corneal stem cells, have successfully implanted 
thin sheets of iPS cells into the patient’s eye. These iPSC then 
took root in her eye and took over the role played by inactive 
corneal stem cells and gradually restored her vision.

Although stem cells had caused excitement in medical 
circle they have been at the center of ethical concerns over 

the use of fetal tissue to generate them. There is no such 
controversy surrounding iPS cells, as they are derived from the 
patient’s own body, and they also have the advantage of not 
causing any transplant rejection.

In Japan, researchers have already tested iPS cells against 
a number of conditions in clinical trials, including spinal 
cord injuries and Parkinson’s disease. In October 2018, a 
neurosurgeon implanted 2.4 million cells into the brain of a 
patient with Parkinson’s disease.

A recent global survey of corneal transplantation concluded 
that there is “only one cornea available for 70 needed.” 
Hopefully, this groundbreaking technology will, eventually, go 
a long way toward closing that gap.

Altered stem cells help repair cornea
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Slip 
dresses 
might 

be fashion’s 
most stylish 
garment—and that’s 
exactly why women 
love them. You just 
need a trendy t-shirt 
to wear a slip dress in a 
stylish manner. Read on 
to get inspired with ways 
you can wear this favorite 
effortless dress.

Dress down a fancy slip 
dress with a slogan 
tee: Chances are a 
shimmering or a lace 
fancy slip dress won’t sit 
well at the office or a family get-

together. One solution is to 
knock down the richness of the 
slip dress with a casual stylish 
option such as a crisp white 
shirt. A slinky, sparkle-covered 
slip can feel surprisingly laid-
back with just a slouchy graphic 
T-shirt and equally low-key 
footwear. Wearing a shirt with 

big sleeves adorned with a little 
detailing wouldn’t hurt either. 

Try a monotone ensemble: For 
a cool monotone-inspired look, 
choose a similar color for your 
slip dress and t-shirt. The end 
result will appear a little more 
polished as the two clothing 
items complement each 
other seamlessly. Keep it on 
the neutral side with neutral 
palette choices for your 
clothing items.  

Go for a black-and-white 
game: Timeless and easy, 
white t-shirts and black 
spaghetti strap shifts go 
together flawlessly. To 

upgrade the trend, go the ultra-fashion way 
with a houndstooth slip dress and a white 
or black shirt. Because both separates are 
so simple, your accessories will define your 
style. A good way to deck out your combo 
is with lots of on-point accessories such as 
statement jewelry and scarves. 

Favor high-contrast textures and prints: 
There is one way to add diversity in your 
look in a more understated way, and that is 
by pairing various textures together. Think 
that your outfit is a puzzle that needs to 

be put together 
when going about 
selecting from 
different textures. 
You can even 
enhance a black 
lace slip dress with 
print t-shirts. Opt 
for a camo print 
t-shirt as this top 
coupled with a lace 
black slip offers a 
grunge feel that 
will please your 
edgy side.
Another great way 
to sass up your slip 
dress is if your hot 
take is trendy prints 
including leopard 
or spots or brown 
tiger stripe prints.
To bring your style 
to the modern era, 

choose a slip with modern upgrades and 
fancy trimmings such as a peplum waist, 
lace or a slip in a sports luxe style.

Make a statement: Give the casual 
mainstay a new spin this summer with 
a bold colored t-shirt and a slip dress in 
a loud color. You can even make prints 
like florals fierce by throwing together an 
oversized slip dress with pretty florals and a 
mesh t-shirt, while coordinating heels and 
loud accessories give your look a fashion-
forward boost. Incorporate a little sparkle 
to your daytime staple by way of a metallic 
t-shirt to really shine in your slip dress.

 

LIFESTYLE 

Style Shag 
Haircut 

The bob was having a major moment over 
the past few years, and the new shag 
works for the very same reason — there is 

something for everyone. The more modern shag 
is more feminine than it is ever been. The layers 
are more blended and not quite as short, and 
the length is really up to you. As eternally cool as 
the look is, a highly layered cut like this can be 
intimidating to coif at home. For a lesson in all 
things shaggy, see how to get the new chop, plus 
the details on styling it in a unique way. 

The key to styling the modern shag cut is 
accentuating the layers and bringing out the 
natural texture of your hair. The goal is body and 
movement, with the bulk of the volume focused 
through the mid-sections.

Start on clean, detangled, towel-dried hair that 
has been parted either in the middle or slightly off 
to the side. Grab a can of soft-hold mousse and 
scrunch golf ball-sized dollops into the length, 
focusing on evenly coating the layers. One dollop 
on each side should do it on fine to medium-
weight hair; thick hair can handle double that.

Tip: If your hair is very thick, dry, curly, or frizzy, 
feel free to add a few drops of your go-to oil or 
serum after the mousse to counteract the drying 
effect. Follow the same strategy and scrunch a 
small amount into the lengths, but don’t brush or 
comb — you are scrunching for a reason. Work the 
product into you hair layers while cleverly molding 
your natural waves into place.

The goal of this step is to add volume and 
definition through the layers, which helps to bring 
out the hair’s natural bends, waves, or curls. The 
process for putting the mousse in helps to define 
how the hair will look. Fret not if you have very 
straight hair — just keep going through the steps, 
and you might be surprised how much volume 
and body you will get. 

You have two options when it comes to drying: 
Air-dry or break out a diffuser. Either way, lightly 
scrunch as you go to add definition. Those with 
fine and straight hair should not skip this step, 
as it will add more natural bends and volume. If 
you take the diffuser route, pick the lowest speed 
and highest heat and be strategic, diffusing each 
section after you have molded it with your hands. 

Scrunch, then dry from the bottom, treating the 
diffuser a bit like a basket. Stop when the length of 
hair is 90% dry; roots can be a tad more damp. Now 
it’s time to bust out the old-school Velcro rollers. 
These are great to get a little smoothness and more 
volume. Fine or straight hair can opt for a small size; 
everyone else should go for medium-width. 

Follow a specific pattern: one for your bangs 
going forward; two on the crown going backward. 
Allow hair to fully dry while you do your makeup 
or get dressed; if you are pressed for time, try a 
blast of the diffuser to speed things along. Once 
hair is dry and completely cooled, if you used heat, 
gently pull out the rollers and finger-comb it into 
place. To finish, apply hairspray for hold, but then 
also another spray to build texture, like a surf spray 
before giving the hair a final scrunch.

Red eyeshadow can work on anyone. 
It’s just a matter of finding the right 

shade and application for you. Whether 
you wear it as a quick flash of color or a full-
blown smoky eye, here is how to rock the 
red eyeshadow look. 

Choose the right red: Just like any 
colored makeup product, the right tone 
of red eyeshadow makes all the difference. 
You have to consider your skin tone. For 
example, if you have dark skin, a light red 
won’t show up against your skin. Here are 
the rules of thumb:
Fair: Rusty reds work best on light skin tones. 

Medium: Bright, primary reds look radiant 
on medium skin tones.
Dark: Rich bordeaux, burgundy and 
eggplant reds look beautiful on darker 
complexions. 

Even out your skin: Don’t pick up that red 
eyeshadow just yet. You want to conceal 
and perfect your skin before applying 
your eyeshadow. A red eyeshadow can 
bring out more redness in the skin. So 
using a creamy concealer to spot cover any 

blemishes, acne scars, or broken capillaries 
around your face, and pay extra attention 
to your eyes, which can also have red tones. 
Apply the concealer all the way up to the 
bottom lash line and don’t forget about 
dark shadows in the inner corners of eyes. 
While not usually red, the blueish hue of 
under-eye circles can be exacerbated by 
red eye shadow, so cover it well. 

Then, use your concealer or a tinted lid 
primer to neutralize those tiny red veins 
on your eyelids. To finish, apply a sheer or 
medium coverage foundation (depending 
on your skin’s needs) all over.

Swap out bronze for terracotta: Replace 
any warm earth tone (bronze, copper, gold) 
for warm red. Because the two tones are 
very similar, it’s a really easy switch that 

doesn’t take you too far out of your comfort 
zone. If you’re wearing a red eyeshadow 
all over your entire eyelid, blend a more 
neutral color (in this case brown will work 
well) in the crease to serve as an anchor and 
give the lid definition.

Trade your usual colored liner for 
red: Give your cobalt blue liner a break 
and swipe on a red with a deep, plum-y 
undertone instead. The dark undertone 
will help give the bright color some depth 
and add definition to the eye. Another way 
to create the effect? Layer a red liner over 
black pencil. You’ll see the red but get the 
depth from the black. Line just the top lash 
line. Or swipe it across the bottom, too, 
softly smudging it with a cotton swab.

Try a two-toned smoky eye:  A modern 
take on the traditional black smokey eye — 
apply red eyeshadow on the inside half of 
the eyelids, blending the bright color into a 
black shade on the outer half. 

Add a flash of color to your liner or 
mascara: Swap a solid black winged liner 
for one that is red from the inner to middle 
of the eye and black from mid-to beyond 
outer corner.

Play with different tones and textures: 
Layering on a couple different shades of 
red with different finishes gives eyes more 
depth and definition than wearing one 
single red shade alone. To get the look, 
apply a red eyeshadow all over the lid as a 
base and blend the edges into the crease. 
Then apply a metallic red — metallic 
cranberry, rose gold or a coppery red — to 
the center of the lid and blend it into the 
base color.

Pull off red

eyeshadow  

Slip dress
    with 
 t-shirts
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TECHNOLOGY

Volkswagen, the world’s largest 
auto-maker launched a new all-
electric compact car, the ID.3 at the 

Frankfurt Motor Show that got underway 
on 12 September. This year’s show was 
dominated by electric vehicles (EV) from 
European manufacturers, including BMW 
and Mercedes. 

But Volkswagen’s ID.3 appeared to draw 
the most attention, among others for its very 
affordable pricing. Slated to be released in 
mid-2020, the ID.3 will come in three variants 
that offer between 330 and 550 kilometer 
range on a single charge.

That base model of the ID.3, priced at 
under €30,000 (about $33,000), has a 45kWh 
battery and offers 330 kilometers of range on 
a single charge. The company has declined 
to provide pricing information for the two 
larger capacity variants of the car, which will 
feature 58kWh and 77kWh batteries, and 
will respectively offer around 420 and 550 
kilometers per charge.

VW says the base version of the ID.3 will 
only charge at up to 50kW, and owners who 
want to charge faster (up to 100kW) will 
have to pay extra; 100kW charging will come 
standard on the midrange 58kWh version, 
while even faster 125kW charging will be 
available on the top-tier ID.3. The company is 
also offering an eight year / 160,000 kilometer 

warranty on the ID.3’s battery pack.
The ID.3, which resembles the German 

automaker’s popular Golf hatchback, has 
the potential to be a very important car 
for VW. It will be the first vehicle built on 
the company’s new modular all-electric 
platform, one that will power dozens more 
cars and SUVs that are waiting in the wings 
as part of the larger Volkswagen Group’s 
multibillion-dollar push into EVs. 

 While the ID.3 may resemble an updated 
Golf from the outside, VW says it will be 
far roomier on the inside. By removing 
the internal combustion engine, placing 

the electric motor right on the rear axle, 
and putting the batteries in the vehicle’s 
floor, the automaker is able to extend the 
cabin forward, thus freeing up previously 
inaccessible space to the company’s 
designers.

The result should be a car that’s compact 
in profile, but feels more comfortable to ride 
in, and also has more storage than a vehicle 
of this size. Extra space is a common promise 
when it comes to EVs, but it may matter even 
more in a car like the ID.3, which will cost less 
than almost any other all-electric on the 
market. VW is likely to hammer on this point 

as it ramps up to the 2020 release of the car.
Inside that more spacious cabin, drivers 

and passengers will find an interior that is 
more high-tech than what VW currently 
offers at lower price points. The central 
focus is a new 25cm touchscreen that sits 
in the middle of the ID.3’s dashboard. But 
VW has also opted to rely on touch-sensitive 
buttons throughout the cabin. In fact, the 
only things that are controlled through 
physical buttons, VW says, are the windows 
and the hazard lights. The ID.3’s interior may 
not be as severe an exercise in minimalism 
as Tesla’s Model 3, but it is just as dismissive 
of physical buttons.

Some other high-tech touches include 
an optional ‘augmented reality’ heads-
up display that projects information onto 
the ID.3’s windshield, and voice-activated 
controls that can be triggered by saying 
“Hello ID.” There’s a wireless charging mat for 
smartphones, and buyers can upgrade to a 
Beats-branded stereo package, which VW 
says “offers an audio atmosphere like at a live 
concert.”

The ID.3 can also be equipped with 
keyless entry, and the car’s LED matrix 
headlights will even ‘flutter’ a set of ‘eyelids’ 
when the owner approaches, a feature 
that VW says gives the car a “friendly” and 
“human” touch.

Volkswagen rolls-out ID.3 first affordable electric car

Chrome 77 allows 
sharing web page on 
alternate devices

Google is starting to make its 
Chrome 77 browser update 

available to Windows, Mac, iOS, 
and Android this week. While this 
time around there are many visual 
changes to Chrome, Google is also 
introducing a new send webpage to 
devices feature. You can right-click on 
a link and a new context menu will appear that 
simply lets you send links to other devices where 
you use Chrome.

However, if you are using Chrome on iOS 
you will need to have the app open and a small 

prompt will appear to accept the sent tab. The 
feature has started showing up on Windows, 
Android, and iOS versions of Chrome, but it does 
not appear to be enabled in the macOS variant 
just yet. Chrome has long supported the ability 
to browse your open and recent tabs across 
multiple devices, but this send to device feature 

just makes things a little quicker if 
you are moving from browsing on a 
PC or laptop to a phone or vice versa.

The only other main change in 
Chrome 77 is a new site loading 
indicator in tabs. A new animation 
shows a site favicon loading in a 
circle before expanding once it is fully 

loaded. It is a nice visual indicator to make it easier 
to spot when a tab is still loading. 

You can get the latest Chrome 77 update by 
navigating to help > about Google Chrome in the 
browser to check for updates.

The latest iteration of the USB standard, USB4, is 
almost here with the organizations behind the 

widely used USB standard releasing new information 
on the upcoming standard. The new USB4 standard 
(incidentally, without a space between ‘USB’ and 
the number 4) promises faster and improved 

compatibility, with 
no need to pay 
close attention to 
which cable or port 
you are using. 

The new 
standard which was 
initially announced 
in March of this 
year has since 

undergone a few more technical changes in the 
intervening months. As the standard moves from 
idea to reality, one can expect a few more changes, 
all beneficial to users.

So far, there are three main improvements in USB4 
over USB 3 (or 3.2, or 3.1 gen2v2… the naming system 
is a mess): The first is better speed; USB4 tops out at 
40 gigabits per second, twice the speed of the latest 

version of USB 3 and 8 times the speed of the original 
USB 3 standard, which was of course itself way faster 
than what it was replacing. It will also support the 
max speed of previous cables and interfaces.

The second enhancement is Improved display/
data splitting. USB 3 introduced the ability to use 
a single cable that sends power, data and a video 
signal (basically just more but specialized data). 
This was great, but sometimes, depending on how 
you set it up, it could only send one or the other, or 
speeds were greatly reduced. USB4 does this much 
better, so if you have a monitor that uses 8 Gbps for 
its video bandwidth, the remaining full 32 Gbps will 
be available for other purposes.

The third good news about USB4 is that it does 
not use a new connector. We are still in the transition 
period from the big rectangular port, the small 
trapezoidal one, the big trapezoidal one and so on, to 
the sleek USB-C plugs that you cannot do wrong even 
if you try. Changing that again would be disastrous — 
so the connector will be the same.

Two not-so-good pieces of news, though: It will 
not be here for a while and it might be a little more 
expensive. 

USB4 is here, well almost here
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Artificial intelligence (AI) and 
biotechnology are both on an 
exponential growth trajectory, 

with the potential to improve how we 
experience our lives and even to extend life 
itself. But few have considered how these 
two frontier technologies could be brought 
together symbiotically to tackle global 
health and environmental challenges.

Consider the pace of recent 
developments in both fields. Biotechnology, 
in cost-benefit terms, has been improving 
by a factor of ten every year. The cost 
of deciphering the human genome has 
dropped from $3 billion in 2001 to about 
$1,000 today; a process that took months of 
work, ten years ago can now be completed in 
less than an hour. Likewise, based on current 
developments, PricewaterhouseCoopers 
estimates that AI’s contribution to global 
output will reach $15.7 trillion by 2030 — 
more than the current combined output of 
China and India.

Yet, if anything, these predictions 
underestimate the economic impact. AI 
applications will eventually be so broad 
and so embedded in every aspect of our 
daily lives that they will likely contribute 
three to four times more to global output 
than the Internet, which today accounts for 

around $50 trillion of the global economy. 
Moreover, the siloed nature of current 
analyses means that potential AI/biotech 
combination technologies have not been 
fully considered or priced in.

For example, combination technologies 
could tackle a global health issues such as 
organ donation. According to the World 
Health Organization, an average of around 
100,800 solid organ transplants were 

performed each year as of 2008. Yet in 
the United States, there are nearly 113,000 
people waiting for a life-saving organ 
transplant, while thousands of good organs 
are discarded each year. For years, those 
in need of a kidney transplant had limited 
options: they either had to find a willing and 
biologically viable living donor, or wait for a 
viable deceased donor to show up in their 
local hospital.

But with enough patients and willing 
donors, Big Data and AI can make it possible 
to facilitate far more matches than this one-
to-one system allows, through a system of 
paired kidney donation. Patients can now 
procure a donor who is not a biological fit 
and still receive a kidney, because AI can 
match donors to recipients across a massive 
array of patient-donor relationships. In 
fact, a single person who steps forward to 
donate a kidney — either to a loved one or 
even to a stranger — can set off a domino 
effect that saves dozens of lives by resolving 
the missing link in a long chain of pairings.   

Since the first paired kidney exchanges 
took place in 2000, nearly 6,000 people 
have received kidney transplants from 
donors identified by algorithms. But this 
could be just the start of AI-facilitated 
organ transplantation. AI can already 
identify potential donors and recipients; 
in the future, it will be able to account for 

even richer patient data, perhaps including 
moral and religious factors, to help with 
sequencing and triage decisions (that is, 
determining whether someone should get 
a transplant before someone else).

The biggest hurdle preventing these AI 
models from reaching their full potential is 
biological. In theory, AI applications could 
draw on data sets encompassing all living 
and deceased organ donors and all patients 
worldwide. But, in practice, there is a time 
limitation on most organ pairings, because 
organs from deceased donors are viable for 
transplantation for only a short period. To be 
paired, recipients must be located within a 
geographic radius that can be reached in time.

Fortunately, synthetic biotechnology 
could vastly expand the scope of feasible 
pairings. Globally, the synthetic biology 
market is growing fast, and is expected 
to exceed $12.5 billion by 2024, reflecting 
a compound annual growth rate of 20 
percent. Within this emerging industry, 
there are companies exploring methods of 
preserving and even regenerating organs 
outside of the body, potentially for multiple 
days at an ambient temperature. This could 
extend the distances that organs can be 
transported, thus enabling a network effect 
by increasing the size of viable data pools 
from which AI models can draw to produce 
more efficient chains of pairings.

Perfecting new biotechnologies 
usually takes years. But, if successful, these 
innovations could revolutionize large areas 
of public health, with the global organ-
donation regime being just the start.

The moral and ethical implications 
of today’s frontier technologies are far-
reaching. Fundamental questions have 
not been adequately addressed. How will 
algorithms weigh the needs of poor and 
wealthy patients? Should a donor organ be 
sent to a distant patient — potentially one 
in a different country — with a low rejection 
risk or to a nearby patient whose rejection 
risk is only slightly higher?

These are important questions. But I 
believe that we should get combination 
technologies up and working, and then 
decide on the appropriate controls. The 
matching power of AI means that eight 
lives could be saved by just one deceased 
organ donor; innovations in biotechnology 
could ensure that organs are never wasted. 
The faster these technologies advance, the 
more lives we can save.

AI and biotech are undergoing rapid 
development precisely because they have 
such far-reaching potential. As they move 
forward, we must keep looking for new 
combinations to unlock. I suspect that we 
will find we have underestimated their 
potential by considering them in isolation.
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With  enough  patients  and  
willing  donors, Big Data 
and Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) can make it possible to 
facilitate far more matches 

than this one-to-one  system  
allows,  through  a  system  of  

paired  kidney  donation.




