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His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah has been bestowed 

with the prestigious Legion of Merit, 
Degree Chief Commander award of 
the United States, by US President 
Donald Trump, in recognition of His 
Highness the Amir’s tireless efforts 
and significant leadership role in the 
region and the world. 

President Trump presented the 
award to Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, who 
accepted it on behalf of His Highness 
the Amir, at a private ceremony held 
at the Oval Office in the White House 
on Friday.  

In a statement from the White 
House on President Trump presenting 
the award to His Highness the Amir 
read: “A leader in the Middle East for 
decades, the Amir has been a truly 
unwavering friend and partner to 
the United States.The Amir is also an 
unparalleled diplomat, having served 
as his nation’s Foreign Minister for 
40 years.  His tireless mediation 
of disputes in the Middle East has 
bridged divides under the most 
challenging circumstances.  The 
President is very pleased to award this 
honor to his dear friend, the Amir.”

The Legion of Merit, Degree Chief 
Commander, is a rarely-awarded, 
prestigious decoration that can 
only be bestowed by the President, 

typically to chiefs of state or heads of 
government of other countries.  

The award, which coincides with 
the upcoming 60th anniversary of the 
establishment of relations between 
Kuwait and the United States, is also 
a culmination of the historic and 
distinguished partnership between 
the two countries.

His Highness the Amir: A visionary 
leader, a proponent of peace

Since his ascension as Amir of 
Kuwait in 2006, and even before that 
as the country’s foreign minister for 
over forty years, His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, has taken far-sighted 
actions and sagacious decisions that 

have invariably resulted in the best 
outcome for the nation and its people. 

Although His Highness the Amir 
was a member of every government 
formed after Kuwait’s independence 
in 1961 and held various official 
posts before and after that, it is as 
the country’s longstanding foreign 
minister that he gained prominence 
on the world arena. Known fondly 
among the global diplomatic 
community as a ‘doyen of diplomacy’, 
for his considerable experience in 
foreign policies and international 
negotiations, His Highness has 
successfully mediated solutions 
to seemingly intractable political 
problems in the region and beyond.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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How will nationality limits or 
duration of time spent by an 

expatriate in the country regulate 
the local labor market. Kuwait will 
continue to be a market for foreign 
labor as long as Kuwaiti citizens 
continue to lavishly benefit from 
one of the world’s most generous 
welfare states.

Foreign expertise and labor 
are required for the ambitious 
development plans put forward 
by the cabinet in an attempt 
to make Kuwait a regional 
financial hub. Outdated laws and 
protectionism will only take Kuwait 
further backwards regionally and 
internationally. Draconic laws are 
not really required to stop foreign 
marginal labor. 

Whatever happened to the 
scrapping of the sponsorship 
system which would have perhaps 
helped in some way. Kuwait has 
grappled with the foreign labor 
issue since the 70’s. They have 
also credited foreigners with the 
progress and development of 
the country. There is a substantial 
demand for foreigners in the 
country, both skilled and semi-
skilled. Market requirements for 
both are high. It is easy to ask any 
employer and they will tell you 
that there will be a staff shortage 
in various sectors in Kuwait. The 
government’s desire to regulate 
the labor market, curb the 
phenomenon of marginal labor 
and restore the demographic 
equilibrium of the country, may not 
help the economy in any way.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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More than 400,000 expatriates 
with valid residence 
permits are stranded outside 

Kuwait and unable to return due to the 
flight ban as many of them are from 
countries on the 34 country ban list. The 
number of expatriates with valid residency 
permits outside the country as of August 
23 totaled 426,871, while expired residency 
holders could not return to Kuwait until 
new visas are issued for them.

The Ministry of Interior is preparing 
an amendment to the current residency 

law and will seek approval from the 
concerned authorities, revealed assistant 
undersecretary at the ministry of interior 
Major General Anwar Al Barjas. He also 
disclosed that all types of new visas for 
foreigners is suspended until further notice 
and only after clearance from the ministry 
of health will the issuance be opened up.

Major General Barjas categorically 
stated that expats whose work contracts 
or residence visas had expired before Jan 1, 
2020 would have to leave the country and 
could do so without paying any fines. They 

will be allowed to return on new visas, while 
those who have not left the country would 
face legal repercussions and penalties, and 
would be deported and not be allowed to 
return again. Major General Anwar Al-Barjas 
also pointed out that everyone was waiting 
for amendments to the residency law, 
which would have significant implications 
for modifying the demographics, as the 
coronavirus crisis revealed the issues in this 
sphere, so when these amendments are 
made, they will be implemented by the 
ministry.

MOI not to issue new visas until further notice,more 
than 400,000 valid residency holders stuck outside

Minister of Social Affairs 
and Minister of State 

for Economic Affairs, Maryam 
Al-Aqeel, revealed that many 
companies have been uncovered 
exploiting their government 
contracts to indulge in human 
trafficking and visa trading, and 
the ministry has referred these 
companies to public prosecution 
for legal measures to be taken 
against them. Citing figures she added that of 
the 265 companies alleged to have engaged 
in human trafficking,  19 company files were 
referred for prosecution, 16 files were referred 
to the Ministry of Interior, 33 files were referred 
to the investigative department of residency 
affairs, and 197 files were referred to Public 
Authority of Manpower.

Speaking on the reasons for ongoing strikes 
by many expatriate workers, she said that the 
ministry had taken the necessary measures by 

penalizing these companies for 
breaching contract terms with 
the workers  The main reason for 
workers resorting to strikes is due 
to non-payment of salaries during 
the coronavirus crisis. Al-Aqeel, 
noted that the complaints were 
received and action was taken.  
Pointing out that emergency 
teams were formed to settle 
striking labor disputes, she said 

the employers were summoned to settle the 
matter of financial dues.

Outlining the figures, she said there were 
a total of 182 strikes, 3,502 government 
contracts were suspended due to salary issues 
and 1,471 suspensions were carried out on 
subcontracting companies under government 
contracts for non-payment of salaries, 627 
contracts were suspended as the government 
contracts ended, and they failed to amend the 
employment contracts.

Hundreds of firms accused
of human trafficking

Indian embassy holds 
buyer-seller meet for food products

Green shoots of growth in non-oil exports 
appear to be emerging as Kuwait slowly 

shakes off the impact of COVID-19 on the 
economy.

A statement last week from the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry showed that the 
value of  certificates of origin for non-oil 
exports from Kuwait increased 11 percent 
in August compared to the same period last 
year.  The number of certificates of origin 
for exporting products to Arab and foreign 
countries in August 2020 amounted to 
906, valued at KD13.3 million, against 864 
certificates worth a total of KD11.9 million in 
August 2019.

Number of certificates of origin for 
exporting products from Kuwait to Arab 

states, with the exception of exports to 
countries in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) bloc, stood at 166, for a total value of 
KD3.1 million. Meanwhile, the number of 
certificates of origin for exports from Kuwait 
to countries other than Arab states stood at 
93 for a total value of KD1.6 million.

The largest number of certificates of origin 
for exports from Kuwait were issued to the 
GCC states with the total number reaching 
647 for a total value of KD 8.6 million. The 
ministry statement also revealed that Iraq 
topped the list (in the Arab region) for 
importing Kuwaiti exports, while the UAE 
topped the GCC states, and Turkey remained 
at the top for receiving non-oil exports from 
Kuwait. 

Recovery in non-oil export growth

The official spokesman for the Ministry 
of Health (MoH), Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanad, 

confirmed that an increase in the number of 
coronavirus cases is expected in the coming 
days, mainly due to some people failing to 
adhere to the health and safety guidelines 
issued by the ministry.

Dr. Al-Sanad emphasized that while all 
health indices show that the country is still in 
the first phase of the virus infection, there has 
been an increase in incidence of virus infection 
by about 5 percent over the past week.

He pointed out that while the possibility of 
the second wave could not be ruled out, people 
were being urged to fully comply with anti-
coronavirus health precautions issued by the 
ministry. Dr. Al-Sanad clarified that the health 
authorities were monitoring the developments 
of the coronavirus infection daily, both locally 
and internationally. He added that there 
was general agreement among the medical 
fraternity that the best approach to containing 
the virus spread was to adhere to the health 
requirements of wearing masks, maintaining 

social distancing, regularly washing hands and 
disinfecting.

In addition, he noted that the ministry 
is following the recommendations of 
international health organizations that have 
highlighted the importance of providing all 
means of health prevention and protection for 
groups of people at risk, including the elderly, 
pregnant women, people with chronic diseases 
and those suffering from weak immunity, who 
have been advised not to go outside their 
homes except for the most urgent necessity.

Indian Embassy in collaboration with 
Agricultural and Processed Food Products 

Export Development Authority (APEDA), 
Ministry of Commerce, Government of 
India, participated in an India-Kuwait Virtual 
Buyer-Seller Meet titled ‘Special Partnership 
for Challenging Times and Beyond’ on 10 
September. 

The Meet marked the launch of a series of 
events by the embassy’s to help build business 
ties between India and Kuwait as part of the 
Indian government’s ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ 
policy that aims to make India ‘self-reliant’, and 
a bigger and more important part of the global 
economy.

More than 100 participants from both sides 
attended the meet including senior officials 
from the Indian embassy and APEDA, along 
with major food exporters and importers 
from India and Kuwait. In addition, there were 
also representatives from the Rice Exporters 
Association, All India Food Processors 
Association, Fresh Vegetables and Fruits 
Exporters Association, All India Meat & Livestock 
Exporters Association and Association of Indian 
Organic Industry, attending the Meet.

In his inaugural address, Indian Ambassador 
H.E. Sibi George noted the embassy’s initiative 
to launch a series of business promotion events 
aims to strengthen bilateral trade between 
India and Kuwait.

The Ambassador outlined the vision of 
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
under the Aatmanirbhar Bharat, which 
envisages to position India at the heart of 
global value chains.

The Trade Advisor at the Indian Ministry of 
Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare, Smt. Shubhra,  
emphasized the competitiveness of India’s 
agricultural exports, while the Joint Secretary 
and Chairman of APEDA, Diwakar Nath Mishra, 
detailed the initiatives undertaken by APEDA to 
facilitate and promote exports.

An e-catalogue with the list of participating 
companies from India and Kuwait and product 
profile was released by the Indian Ambassador 
and the Chairman of APEDA to mark this 
occasion. Participating members of the Indian 
Exporters’ Associations delivered presentations 
about their product offerings, and stressed their 
adherence to international quality standards 
and food safety.

On the Kuwait side, representatives of major 
supermarket chains in the country, such as 
Kuwait  Lulu Group, City Centre, Oncost and 
Al-Ayees Trading Company spoke about their 
continued association with Indian agricultural 
exporters and expressed keen interest in 
forging new partnerships and discovering 
geographical areas to source products from 
India, as well as learning about new Indian 
products.

MoH calls for adhering to health and safety procedures
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Kuwait adds three more countries to banned list

Following its regular review of a list of 
countries, from where passengers are 
not allowed to enter Kuwait directly, 

the Council of Ministers has decided to add 
three additional countries and remove one 
country from the banned list.

The countries newly added to the list 
are Argentina, France and Yemen, while 
the country removed from the ban-index 
is Singapore. An increase in the rate of 
coronavirus infections in the three countries 
led to their inclusion in the ban list, while the 
improved situation in Singapore prompted 
its exclusion, said a government source. 

In addition to the new entrants, the 
remaining 31 countries on the ban list are: 
Afghanistan, Armenia, Bangladesh, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Brazil, Chile, China, 

Colombia, Dominican Republic, Egypt, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Italy, Kosovo, Lebanon, Mexico, Moldova, 
Montenegro, Nepal, North Macedonia, 
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Serbia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, and Syria, 

 However, expatriate passengers from 
the 34 countries on the new banned list 
would be allowed to fly to Kuwait, if they 
stay in countries not on the ban list for at 
least 14 days. 

After the 14 day quarantine period 
there, they must conduct a PCR test for 
COVID-19 infection and provide an health 
certificate proving a negative result, and 
the validity of this certificate should not 
exceed 72 hours between the test and 
arriving date in Kuwait.

The move to ban passengers from the 
34 countries was taken on instructions by 
the health authorities due to the ongoing 
coronavirus infections in those countries. 
and to prevent its  repercussions in Kuwait, 
said a source at the Directorate General 
for Civil Aviation (DGCA) that administers 
the ban. The source added that the ban 
was continually being reviewed by the 
authorities, with countries added or 
removed from the list based on evolving 
health situations in those nations.

In the meantime, it was reported that the 
health authorities had recommended the 
postponing of the fifth-phase of unlocking 
until the current health indicators are 
evaluated by the Higher Ministerial 
Committee.

Entry approval 
for select few from 
countries on ban list

Council of Ministers has given its approval 
to the arrival of 800 people from countries 

on the list of 34 nations, from where passengers 
are banned from directly arriving in Kuwait. The 
people granted special entry are those engaged 
in professions that are necessary to provide 
essential services in the country. 

A further list of around 600 people, including 
doctors, judges, maintenance experts and 
technical teams in the ministries of oil and 
electricity, is also reported to be under 
consideration of the Supreme Committee 
for Coronavirus Emergencies that advises 
the Council of Ministers on COVID-19 related 
matters. 

Meanwhile, media reports indicate the 
new arrivals will be exempt from institutional 
quarantine on arrival as their services are 
considered urgent. One source, elaborating on 
the exemption, said that placing all the entrants 
to a two-week long quarantine would negate the 
need of bringing them urgently to the country, 
which was done because there was a dire need 
for their services. 

Fines on visas 
expired from 
September

Decision by the government 
to grant an extension on visa 

renewals to 30 November, is not 
applicable to those whose visas 
expire on or after 1 September, said 
a notification from the Ministry of 
Interior. The usual late fee of KD2 
per day will be imposed on any 
visa renewals that expired from 
September. 

The ministry clarified that the 
extension period is only for those 
whose visas had expired from 
March of this year to the end of 
August. The ministry noted that 
this grace period was given as visa 
services had been halted during 
the six-month long partial and full 
lockdown period. Visa services at 
the Residency Affairs Department 
of all governorates have resumed 
work, and there was no excuse for 
visa non-renewal anymore, said a 
source at the ministry.

The ministry also added that 
expatriates from 34 countries, who 
are stranded abroad due to the 
ongoing ban on arrivals from these 
nations, will be allowed to remain 
outside the country for an additional 
period of six months given the 
circumstances, provided they hold 
a valid residence permit or their 
residence permit has been renewed 
online by their sponsor.

PACI extends
work timings
The Public Authority for Civil Information (PACI) has 

announced an extension to its working hours at its 
headquarters building in South Surra so as to facilitate the 
retrieval of civil ID cards by citizens and expatriates. 

The new timings, from 6am to 8pm on all working days, 
are aimed at reducing overcrowding at the headquarters 
building.
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STAFF REPORT

Popular Indian Restaurant Mughal 
Mahal held a ceremony recently 
to honor the frontline workers in 

Kuwait. In a first of its kind commemoration, 
Mughal Mahal painted the entire façade 
of its restaurant in Sharq with images of 
frontline workers. The mural, painted by a 
prominent Kuwaiti artist, is a tribute and a 
mark of gratitude to all those who risked 
their lives and served both Kuwaitis and 
expatriates during the early stages of the 
Covid-19 pandemic in Kuwait.

A small ceremony held at the restaurant 
included some of the frontline workers, as 
well as Mughal Mahal management. The 
chief guest on the occasion was Indian 
Ambassador H.E. Sibi George and Guest of 
Honor was Dr. Hussain Al Dashti, Head of 
Surgery at the Faculty of Medicine.

Addressing the gathering, Ashok Kalra, 
Managing Partner of Mughal Mahal, 
extended a warm welcome to the guests 
and expressed immense gratitude to all the 
frontline warriors who served the country 
during the crises. He said this significant 
but small gesture was an attempt to honor 
and thank them. Mughal Mahal, which is 
situated in the heart of the city and located 
right next to the tallest building in Kuwait, 

Al Hamra Towers, is currently adorned by 
beautiful images of frontline workers, all 
designed and painted by Kuwaiti artist Dr. 
Reham Al Raghaib and her team.

Mr. Kalra also thanked the government 
of Kuwait for their wholehearted support 
to all the communities during the 
pandemic, and for rising to the occasion in 
one of the most difficult periods faced by 
the people in the country. Elaborating, Mr 
Kalra noted that credit for the genesis of 
this entire Art from the Heart project went 
to his partner, Jatinder Suri. “What began 
as a concept in his mind steadily evolved 
through his enthusiastic efforts into the 
marvelous mural that will leave our facade 
resplendent. He was ably supported in 
this venture by the Mughal Mahal team 
especially Gaurav, Prashish and Shivang .

Ambassador George, in his address to the 
gathering, also expressed his appreciation 
for the gesture and congratulated Mughal 
Mahal for taking such an innovative 
initiative in expressing gratitude on behalf 
of the entire expatriate community.

Pointing at Mughal Mahal’s long 
standing reputation for serving authentic 
Indian cuisine, which is well loved by 
locals and expatriates, Ambassador 
George added that Mughal Mahal had also 

indulged in food diplomacy by bringing 
people and communities closer with the 
love for their food.

For his part, Dr. Dashti was quick to 
acknowledge and thank the entire Mughal 
Mahal team for their gesture of gratitude. 
He appreciated the role of Mughal Mahal 
over the past 35 years in bringing people 
closer through their delicious food.

Mughal Mahal, which opened its first 
branch in Sharq almost 35 years ago has 
become a household name for quality 

Indian food over the years. Having 
introduced Mughalai cuisine in Kuwait the 
restaurant has over the past several years 
expanded to 10 branches all over Kuwait 
and gained a reputation for being the most 
popular Indian restaurant in the country.

Khalid Jumiyan, former minister of 
social affairs and telecommunication, 
and chairman of Mughal Mahal Group, 
emphasized in his address that Mughal 
Mahal would always be at the forefront of 
community service and this was one such 

gesture of support. 
Artist Al Ragaib, who transformed the 

Mughal Mahal management’s idea into 
reality, said she was extremely happy to 
be part of the project and was honored 
to be associated with Mughal Mahal. She 
personally thanked managing partners 
Ashok Kalra and Jatinder Suri for their 
encouragement.

Dr. Alia Hussein, from Jaber Hospital, 
which was at the centre of treating Covid 
patients, said this was in fact a surprise that 
she never anticipated and expressed her 
sincere thanks for the kind consideration 
and recognition that has been given to 
frontline workers in such a beautiful way. 

Dr. Brookes from Al Jahra hospital 
was also overwhelmed with the show of 
gratitude and said he was thankful for the 
recognition and wished Mughal Mahal all 
the very best.

The event, which was held in line with 
social distancing norms and adhering to all 
health protocols, was attended by select 
businessmen, ministry representatives and 
doctors who were honored by the recognition 
and gratitude bestowed on them.

Plaques of appreciation were given to 
some of the frontline warriors by managing 
partners Ashok Kalra and Mukesh Kumar. 

Mughal Mahal honors
frontline workers in Kuwait 

Art from the Heart
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On World Cleanup Day, 
the global social action 
program aimed at 

combating solid waste problem 
worldwide, AlNowair, a non-profit 
initiative in Kuwait dedicated to 
promoting a positive attitude in 
the country, began their ‘Kuwait is 
Clean’ campaign.

More than 5,000 volunteers 
participated in the event held on 
Saturday, 19 September. Speaking 
on the occasion, Sheikha Intisar 
Salem Al-Sabah, founder and 
head of AlNowair, expressed 
her pride and happiness at the 
launch of the campaign, pointing 
out that Kuwait is participating in 
this historic global event for the 
first time. She added that,“The 

participation of Kuwait in such 
an event will strengthen the 
country’s international position 
in the field of environmental 
preservation. 

For his part, the Minister of State 
for Municipal Affairs, Waleed Al-
Jassem, thanked Al-Nowair for the 
campaign and emphasized that 
Kuwait Municipality constantly 

supported such volunteer 
campaigns aimed at creating a 
safe and healthy environment for 
all. 

In the same vein, Director 
General of the Public Authority of 
Environment Sheikh Abdullah Al- 
Ahmad Al-Sabah confirmed the 
importance of such an initiative 
that will help in extending the 

public environmental awareness.
 Meanwhile, Assistant Minister 

of Foreign Affairs for International 
Organizations, Nasser Abdullah 
Al-Hein said that the Ministry is 
keen to participate in this event 
due to the importance of the 
issue locally and internationally. 
He praised the distinguished 
efforts made by Sheikha Intisar Al-
Alsabah over the years to preserve 
the environment. 

Ambassador of the United 
States of America Alina 
Romanowski said that the 
embassy was eager to join the 
international community in its 
responsibility to preserve a clean 
environment, indicating that 
participation in today’s event was 

within the global effort in this 
regard.

Similarly, Canadian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Wes Pierre 
Edmond indicated that both 
Canada and Kuwait are keen 
to address climate change and 
environment preservation. He 
called on government entities and 
the private-sector to contribute to 
such global events.

UN Secretary General’s 
Representative and Resident 
Coordinator to Kuwait Tareq Al-
Sheikh, the EU Ambassador to 
Kuwait Christian Tieu Dunn, and 
member of the Municipal Council 
Maha Al-Baghli expressed their 
appreciation and pride to share in 
such an international event.

LOCAL

Al-Nowair Initiative launches 
environmental campaign
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Kuwait Technical College (K-Tech) 
celebrated the graduation of 125 
students on 10 September, in the 

first of its kind drive-thru ceremony in the 
country. The students and family members 
gathered at the college’s parking lot in their 
vehicles and drove through to receive their 
degrees from the college president, while 
adhering to the health and safety measures 
mandated by the Ministry of Health.

Speaking to the graduates, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, Meshari Ayman 

Boodai, congratulated the graduates 
and their families and reiterated the 
college’s commitment towards providing 
a comprehensive educational experience 
despite the ongoing challenges that faced 
the world today. 

Head of Graduate Affairs at K-Tech, 
Emman Al Shatti, stated: “K-Tech values and 
prioritizes the safety and well-being of all 
those who enter our campus, and that is 
why all graduates and guests remained in 
their cars throughout the duration of the 

ceremony with social distancing protocols 
in place between each vehicle.”

From her side, the Vice President for 
Registration and Admissions, Noura Ayman 
Boodai, elaborated that 125 students 
have graduated and are split between 70 
graduates in Business Management and 
55 graduates in Information Systems and 
Technology. Ms. Noura offered a special 
congratulatory message to 7 exceptional 
students who obtained a full 4.0 GPA and 
they are: Sabah Salem Al Jaber Al Sabah, 

Dhuha Imad Al Shareeda, Yousif Ahmed 
Al Muzaini, Faisal Saeed, Abdoulaziz Al 
Rashed, Abdulaziz Al Qddiri, and Adel Al 
Enezi. 

On behalf of their fellow graduates, 
Yousef Ahmad Al Muzaini and Dhuha Imad 
Al Shareeda extended their gratitude to the 
K-Tech management and faculty for their 
support and trust. Hey relayed the optimism 
and excitement felt by the graduates for 
what the future may hold for them during 
these exceptional times.

K-Tech organizes
drive-through graduation
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The Philippine Commission on Appointments 
and Committee on Foreign Affairs approved 

last week the nomination of Mohd Noordin 
Pendosina Lomondot as the new Philippine 
Ambassador to Kuwait. 

Ambassador Lomondot, who has extensive 
experience in the Middle East, was posted in 
Kuwait as Consul General in January 2018. His 
appointment followed a diplomatic row that 
ensued between Kuwait and the Philippines 
over the treatment of Filipino domestic workers, 
which eventually culminated in the expulsion of 
the previous Philippine Ambassador to Kuwait. 

The diplomatic row ended amicably in May 
2018, with the signing of an agreement on the 
protection of Filipino domestic workers in Kuwait.

“I am thankful to the Almighty for my 
appointment as Philippine Ambassador to the 
State of Kuwait,” said the ambassador designate, 
who is currently in Manila for his confirmation 
proceedings. 

Filipinos in Kuwait welcomed the timely 
confirmation of Ambassador Lomondot as the 
new envoy, amid the coronavirus pandemic 
that has displaced over 23,000 overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs) in Kuwait. There are more than 
240,000 OFWs in Kuwait, 65 percent of whom 
are household service workers while the rest are 
professionals, skilled and semi-skilled workers.

LOCAL

CONDOLENCES

May his soul Rest in Peace

Management and Staff

extend our heartfelt 

condolences to 

Mr. Ashok Kalra
Managing Partner, Mughal Mahal 

on the sad demise 
of his younger brother, 

Mr. Varinder Kalra
who passed away in London

on 13 September, 2020.

Access to Digital ID services for expatriates

Kuwait is launching a digital-based 
identification system to streamline 
the entry and exit of expatriates to 

the country, as well as allow them to access 
various government services. 

As part of government plans to digitize 
operations and transfer paper documents 
to digital files, foreigners holding valid 
residence permits will now be able to 
access their identity documents through 
the Kuwait Mobile ID App. The digital 
identity system links a person’s biometric 
data to a digital code, which will grant them 
access to identification and government 
services everywhere in the country, in 
addition to helping users streamline other 
transactions. 

The Public Authority for Civil 
Information (PACI), which is rolling out the 
digital ID process, said that digitization of 

records would make it easier for people 
to access public services. Director General 
of PACI, Musaad Al-Asousi explained that 
various ministries and government entities 
have been apprised of the new digital 
services.  He added that this was one of 
the many services that PACI offered as part 
of its interactive platform, which aims to 
develop and improve the performance of 
governmental services.

The digital ID replaces the physical civil 
ID card in accordance with a ministerial 
decision. The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) is reported to have already 
given its approval for the use of digital ID 
for passengers arriving and departing 
through Kuwait International Airport. 

Anyone with a valid civil card can sign 
up to Kuwait Mobile ID app to create a 
digital civil id card, The Kuwait Mobile ID 

app can be downloaded on smartphones 
for Kuwaiti citizens and expatriates who 
hold valid residence visas, which will be 
recognized by all official authorities, as well 
as private entities in the country. as proof 
of the person having a valid residency visa.

The digital identity system links a 
person’s biometric data to a digital 
code, which will grant them access to 
identification and government services 
everywhere in the country, in addition to 
helping users streamline other transactions. 

The digital Civil ID can be used as a 
portable mobile-based Civil ID for identity 
verification; it can be used for authentication 
purposes in order to access government 
and non-government e-Services, such as 
renewing driver’s license. The digital ID 
also provides a  trusted Digital Signature 
for electronic documents and transactions

The Central Agency for Public Tenders 
(CAPT) has refused repeated requests from 

ministries to extend the contract of companies 
linked to former Bangladeshi MP accused of 
engaging in human trafficking and bribery.

The refusal to renew the contracts will 
reportedly affect the cleaning and waste 
transportation services provided to various 
ministries, as most of these services were 
provided by workers who were brought into 
the country by companies linked to the tainted 
Bangladeshi MP. 

In asking for an extension to the contracts, 
various government entities cited that it would 
be difficult to contract another company 
at such short notice as it would have to go 
through a lengthy process of a new tender. 
They also stated that due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, it is not easy to replace the current 
workers, as the suspension of flights from 34 
countries would make it difficult to bring in 
new workers.

Moreover, ending the cleaning contracts 
with the four companies associated with the 

former Bangladeshi MP will raise the prices 
of government tenders for hiring cleaners, as 
these companies were offering labor at the 
cheapest prices. 

In addition, the suspension of the files of 
the four companies at the Public Authority for 
Manpower (PAM) and the freezing of the MP’s 
financial assets have made it impossible to 
pay the employees for their services. This will 
lead to a large number of workers becoming 
unemployed and subsequently turning to 
marginal workers.

CAPT refuses to extend contracts linked to tainted Bangladeshi MP

Philippines appoints 
new ambassador to Kuwait

Stranded teachers to be
brought in on special flights
The Ministry of Education (MoE), facing a 

crisis from shortage of teaching staff, is 
looking to bring in 3,500 teachers who are 
stranded abroad on special direct flights, to 
overcome the current ban on passengers 
arriving from 34 countries.

The ministry is said to be working with 
the health authorities and the Ministry of 
Interior to set a mechanism for the entry 
and subsequent quarantine of the stranded 
teachers to the country.

According to reports, the teachers 
would be asked to self-quarantine in a hotel 
at their expense for the 14-day duration of 
the quarantine to ensure they are free from 

the coronavirus infection before they can 
resume work.

According to MoE sources there are 
more than 900 stranded teachers in Ahmadi 
educational district; 400 in Jahra Educational 
District; 700 in Hawally Educational District; 
450 in Farwaniya Educational District; and 439 
in Mubarak Al-Kabeer educational district.

Since many of the teachers stranded 
abroad have expired work visas, MoE is also 
said to be contemplating issuing temporary 
visit visas to the staff in order to facilitate their 
entry into the country, and then process their 
residency visas once they emerge from the 
quarantine period.



Congratulations

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

received on Friday a congratulatory cable from His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on US President Donald Trump’s 
honoring of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah with the Legion of Merit 
(LOM), Degree Chief Commander. 

In the cable, Sheikh Sabah Khaled expressed 
his pleasure to convey sincere greetings and 
congratulations to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the US President 
Donald Trump’s decoration. This honoring shows His 

Highness the Amir’s 
efforts and 

pioneering role on both regional and international 
levels, Sheikh Sabah Khaled said. 

The US decoration reflects His Highness the Amir’s 
prominent political and diplomatic role in enhancing 
stability, and international peace and security, as 
well as efforts to help vulnerable people all over the 
world, he noted. 

He voiced his pride for the balanced policies, 
humanitarian initiatives and wise vision of His 
Highness the Amir as well as his achievements in 
serving the country, defending Muslim and Arab 
issues, and disseminating peace across the globe. 
Under the leadership of His Highness the Amir, 
unprecedented accomplishments have been made, 
the premier pointed out.

He wished good health, well-being, a speedy 
recovery and a safe return to His Highness the Amir 

as well as further prosperity 
and progress to Kuwait. In 

return, His Highness the 
Deputy Amir sent a 

cable of thanks to His 
Highness the Prime 

Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled for his sincere 

congratulations and 
sentiments to His 

Highness the Amir. His 
Highness the Deputy 

Amir also thanked 
President Trump for 

this distinguished 
honoring of His 

Highness the Amir 
in recognition of his 
wise leadership and 

role in promoting 
dialogue amongst 

countries to 
settle disputes.

His Highness 
the Deputy 
Amir noted 

that His 
Highness 

the Amir’s 
achievements 

have gained 
respect of all 
and elevated 

Kuwait’s 
standing on the 

international 
stage. His 

Highness the 
Deputy Amir 
wished good 
health and a 

speedy recovery 
to His Highness 
the Amir as well 
as success of all 

to serve the dear 
homeland.
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His Highness PM congratulates
His Highness Amir on US honoring 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Defense Minister 

Sheikh Ahmad Mansour 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on 
Saturday congratulated 
His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, on the 
occasion of His Highness the Amir 
being awarded the Legion of Merit, 
Degree Chief Commander by the US 
President Donald Trump.

The Defense Minister, on 
behalf of employees at the 
Ministry of Defense, sent 
a letter to His Highness 
the Amir, praising the 
achievement earned 
as a result of his efforts 
and unlimited support 
for all endeavors and his 
continuous support for 
various humanitarian 

issues, said a ministry statement. 
In the letter, he also wished for His 
Highness the Amir a speedy recovery 
and good health. 

Deputy Prime Minister
congratulates HH Amir on US award

Municipality minister: US award to HH 
Amir 'source of pride' for Kuwait

Minister of State for 
Municipal Affairs Walid 

Al-Jassem said the award 
bestowed upon His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah by 
the US president is a "source of 
pride" for Kuwait and Kuwaitis.

At an Oval Office 
ceremony yesterday, Trump 
dedicated the Legion of Merit, 
Degree Chief Commander, a rare and 
prestigious decoration to His Highness 
the Amir, describing the Kuwaiti leader 
as an "unparalleled diplomat." The US 
president also praised His Highness' 
"tireless mediation of disputes in the 
Middle East." "It comes in recognition 

of his (His Highness the Amir) 
rich legacy in humanitarian 
work and his prominent role 
in promoting peace regionally 
and internationally," the 
Kuwaiti minister told KUNA.

"Words cannot describe 
our pride and joy," he said, 
adding that His Highness will 
forever remain a global icon.

"The history books 
will continue to highlight the 
achievements of His Highness and 
his unlimited generosity to the entire 
world. The minister went on to pray 
for the safe return of His Highness the 
Amir to the country and for his health 
and wellbeing.

Deputy Amir congratulates His Highness Amir on US honoring

His Highness Deputy Amir 
and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 

Al-Sabah on Friday sent a cable to 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to 

congratulate him on being awarded 
the prestigious US Legion of Merit, 
Degree Chief Commander, by US 
President Donald Trump.

In his cable, His Highness the 
Deputy Amir expressed his, the 

Kuwaiti government and people’s 
sincere congratulations to His 
Highness the Amir on this well-
deserved honor. He noted that this 
decoration comes in recognition 
of His Highness the Amir’s leading 

role to bolster regional and international 
peace and security.

“This notable honoring to Your 
Highness shows how the international 
community places Your Highness and 
Kuwait high, thanks to your wise policy and 
your sincere efforts to promote dialogue 
for resolving disputes and conflicts as 
well as to your internationally-respected 
diplomacy and humanitarian role,” His 
Highness the Deputy Amir stated.

He underlined His Highness the Amir’s 
humanitarian march, which is full of 
generous initiatives to aid people affected 
by natural or man-made disasters in every 
part of the globe, will remain a source 
of inspiration to the whole world. He 
also wished Highness the Amir speedy 
recovery and everlasting wellbeing.

HH Amir thanks HH Deputy Amir, 
Crown Prince 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Saturday 
sent a cable of gratitude in response to 
His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir 
said he had received “with appreciation” 
the congratulations, extended by His 
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown 

Prince, on the occasion of his being 
awarded the Legion of Merit, Degree 
Chief Commander by US President 
Donald Trump.

His Highness the Amir went on to 
express his “deep gratitude” for the warm 
sentiments and sincere wishes.

This high-level honor is a “source of 
pride for us and the honorable Kuwaiti 
people,” he added.

“It represents the depth of historical 
ties and the strategic partnership that 
binds the State of Kuwait and the friendly 
nation of the United States of America,” 
read the message, expressing His 
Highness the Amir’s appreciation for this 
“distinguished decoration.”
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In his role as foreign minister during the Iraqi 
invasion in 1990, it was His Highness’ personal 
rapport with diplomats and government 
leaders worldwide and his strong standing 
among the diplomatic community that helped 
Kuwait garner overwhelming international 
support in the UN against the brutal invasion. 

This global support was manifested in 
the unanimous UN Security Council (UNSC) 
decision 670 on 2 August, 1990 that condemned 
the Iraqi invasion and called for the immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal of all Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait.

His Highness was also instrumental in 
successfully piloting every subsequent UNSC 
resolution against the invasion, including 
UNSC decision 678 on 29 November, 1990 that 
authorized member states to use all necessary 
means to remove Iraqi forces from Kuwait and 
restore international peace and security in the 
region. 

Over the years, His Highness’ extraordinary 
flair for charting the country through its 
domestic and foreign challenges has allowed 
Kuwait to pursue a path of peace, progress and 
prosperity. 

A firm advocate of the power and 
significance of Arab unity, and the importance 
of discussion and dialogue to bridge conflict 
and disagreement, His Highness has on 
numerous occasions taken on the mantle of 
mediation and worked tirelessly to reconcile 
differences and end conflicts among brotherly 
Arab states. A strategy centered on supporting 
and encouraging people and countries to 
cooperate and coexist with each other so as 

to ensure peaceful progress for all, has seen 
His Highness bring about peace and stability 
among nations in the region and the wider 
Arab world.

A humanitarian to the core, His Highness’ 
magnanimity has seen no bounds. Since his 
ascension as Amir of Kuwait in 2006 he has 
raised the width and volume of aid provided 
by Kuwait to nations affected by catastrophes 
and crises around the world. On a personal 
level His Highness most recently donated one 
million dinars to the ‘Tour of Hope’ project, 
where a boat set off from Kuwait to the UN 
Headquarters in New York and back, stopping 
at various ports on the way, to highlight the 
plight of the intellectually disabled, and to 
underline the humanitarian and civilized role 
the state of Kuwait plays in field of special-need 
care and in looking after marginalized sections 
of society. 

On the Palestinian front, Kuwait has 
always stressed backing the just cause of the 
Palestinian people and over the years, Kuwait 
has delivered millions of dollars in aid to the 
Palestinian Authority to support its functioning, 
reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts. 
Under the leadership of His Highness the Amir, 
Kuwait has also donated hundreds of millions 
of dollars for humanitarian operations, not only 
in the Middle East, but in Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Nigeria, Somalia and Sudan. 

Kuwait’s leadership and funding has also 
saved tens of thousands of lives, and has 
galvanized others to participate in coordinated 
international humanitarian actions. In addition 
to hosting an annual regional conference on 
partnerships for effective humanitarian action, 
Kuwait has also increased its support for 

multilateral humanitarian action exponentially 
since the start of the crisis in Syria. 

Enormous efforts exerted by Kuwait 
to relieve the humanitarian situation and 
suffering of the Syrian people stranded in their 
own country and in neighboring countries 
due to ongoing conflict, led to His Highness 
initiating and hosting three Syrian donors’ 
conferences in Kuwait and attending the 
fourth pledging conference in London in 2016. 
At these four conferences, the world witnessed 
the generosity of Kuwait when His Highness 
pledged billions of dollars in humanitarian aid 
to alleviate the suffering of Syrian refugees 
around the world. In recognition of the 
humanitarian initiatives of His Highness the 
Amir and the State of Kuwait, the United 
Nations announced in August 2014 that Kuwait 
is ‘an international humanitarian center’ and its 
Amir is a global ‘humanitarian leader’. 

In his remarks at the ceremony recognizing 
the humanitarian leadership of His Highness 
the Amir, the then UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon said: “For more than three years, we 
have witnessed an unfolding humanitarian 
catastrophe in the Middle East. But in response 
to this death and chaos, we have also seen 
remarkable acts of human kindness and 
generosity. 

Kuwait has shown exemplary humanitarian 
leadership in supporting humanitarian 
operations under the compassionate and 
passionate leadership of His Highness the Amir.  
Kuwait may be a small country in size but she 
has a big and broad and compassionate heart.

“We are here today to pay our deepest 
tribute to the humanitarian leadership of His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber 

al Sabah. We thank His Highness the Amir 
of Kuwait and the people of Kuwait for their 
outstanding generosity. At a time when so 
many of our appeals are under-funded, it 
is good to know we can count on Kuwait’s 
generosity, and particularly His Highness, the 
Amir of Kuwait.” 

In his response at being felicitated by 
the UN, His Highness the Amir expressed 
his “appreciation for the gracious and 
unprecedented UN gesture towards the people 
and government of my country Kuwait, and 
towards me personally.” He went on to add that 
the honor bestowed upon him was a tribute to 
all the people of Kuwait, in appreciation of their 
longstanding and ongoing benevolence. He 
pointed out that since gaining its independence 
and consequent membership in the UN, the 
State of Kuwait has followed a steady approach 
in its foreign policy, based essentially on 
providing humanitarian assistance to all needy 
countries, regardless of their geographic 
location, religious beliefs or ethnic origins. 

His Highness noted that Kuwaiti charitable 
associations and peoples’ fundraising 
committees have set an example in their 
continued support of many humanitarian 
projects in Asia and Africa, by individual 
initiatives that have become a shining example 
of benevolence characterizing the Kuwaiti 
people. In conclusion, His Highness said, “I 
also would like to renew the commitment 
of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations 
and its noble message of the preservation 
of international peace and security, the 
dissemination of the principles of justice and 
equality, and ensuring a life of dignity and 
welfare to the peoples of the world.”

His Highness the Amir honored with US Legion of Merit medal 

FM congratulates His Highness Amir on US award

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah sent cables to His 

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and to His Highness Deputy Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to congratulate 
them on the US honoring of His Highness the Amir. 

In his cables, Sheikh Ahmad Nasser expressed 
pleasure for the award granted by US President 
Donald Trump to His Highness the Amir Sheikh 

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He also 
expressed, on behalf of the entire foreign ministry’s 
staff best wishes and a speedy recovery to His 
Highness the Amir. 

He noted that such recognition was a testament 
to the Amir’s relentless efforts and work 
throughout the years. In turn, His Highness 
Sheikh Nawaf sent a letter thanking the 
foreign minister for his sincere sentiments.

Education Minister 
congratulates 

HH Amir on award
from US president 

Minister of 
Higher 

Education Dr. 
Soud Al-Harbi 
expressed 
earlier 
Saturday his 
pride on His 
Highness the 
Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
being granted the Legion of Merit, 
Chief Commander Degree, by US 
President Donald Trump. 

During his press statement, Al-
Harbi congratulated the Amir on 
being granted the degree, while 
also adding how it reflects his role 
and place on an international scale, 
in addition to wishing a prosperous 
development for the State of Kuwait 
towards a brighter future under his 
leadership and wished him a quick 
recovery and safe return.

Minister of Social Affairs and Minister of State for 
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel on Friday 

congratulated His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on a US award granted to him. 

Al-Aqeel said in a statement that His Highness the Amir 
deserved this honor, just as much as he did the UN title of a 
Humanitarian Leader that was bestowed on him years ago 
thanks to his great humanitarian and altruistic efforts and 
his role regionally and globally. The minister wished His 
Highness the Amir swift recovery and return to his nation. 

Social Affairs Minister extols 
US awarding of Kuwait Amir 

Housing minister congratulates 
HH Amir on US awarding 

Kuwait’s Minister of Public Works and 
Minister of State for Housing Rana 

Al-Faris congratulated His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah after he was awarded the Legion 
of Merit, Degree Chief Commander by US 
President Donald Trump. The award is one 
of the highest honors from the President 
of the United States of America, and I ask 
God Almighty to “expedite the recovery 
of His Highness the Amir and return him to us safe and well,” she 
added in a statement. 

Health Minister praises esteemed 
award honoring HH the Amir 

Minister of Health Sheikh Dr. Basel Al-
Sabah on Saturday highly praised His 

Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for receiving the Legion 
of Merit, Degree Chief Commander, from 
US President Donald Trump. 

Sheikh Dr. Basil said in a statement that 
the prestigious award is a result of His 
Highness the Amir’s efforts to encourage 
global .peace He wished for His Highness the Amir good health 
and  a safe return back to his homeland. 
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His Highness the Deputy 
Amir and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Nawaf Al- Ahmad 

Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on 
Friday a congratulatory cable from 
deputy chief of the Kuwait National 
Guard (KNG) Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the 
occasion of US President Donald 
Trump’s granting the Legion of 
Merit (LOM) to His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

In the cable, Sheikh Mishaal Al-

Sabah expressed greetings and 
congratulations of all commanders 
and personnel of the KNG on the 
occasion of US President Donald 
Trump’s granting the LOM to His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, in 
recognition of His Highness the 
Amir’s efforts in the region and all 
over the world.

We congratulate ourselves 
and the Kuwait people on this 
honoring,” Sheikh Mishaal said. 
“We are proud of His Highness the 

Amir, his efforts and great role in 
the region and the whole world, 
especially to buttress relations 
with friendly and sisterly countries, 
in particular the historic strategic 
partnership between Kuwait and 
the US,” Sheikh Mishal said. He 
wished good health, well-being 
and a safe return to His Highness 
the Amir, and further prosperity 
and progress to Kuwait under the 
leadership of His Highness the 
Amir supported by His Highness 
the Deputy Amir and Crown 

Prince. In return, His Highness 
the Deputy Amir sent a cable of 
thanks to Sheikh Mishaal Al-Sabah 
for his and KNG’s staff sincere 
congratulations and sentiments. 
His Highness the Deputy Amir 
also thanked President Trump for 
this honoring which embodies the 
deep-rooted relations between 
Kuwait and the US. He wished 
good health, a speedy recovery 
and a safe return to His Highness 
the Amir as well as further progress 
and prosperity to Kuwait.

LOCAL

127,000 expats will be unable to return to Kuwait
The number of expats with expired 

residency permits who are stranded 
outside Kuwait has increased to 

127,000, reported a local daily, which is 
due to failure to renew their residency 
visas or some sponsors have deliberately 
not renewed them. Some sectors in 
government agencies including the 
Ministry of Education have not done the 
renewal process.

MOE had earlier informed teachers 
wishing to return to Kuwait from the 
country they were stranded after flights 

were suspended from Kuwait airport over 
coronavirus fears could return at any time, 
but the decision to ban expats from a list of 
countries announced in August has altered 
the situation despite the airport reopening.

The Ministry of Interior has appealed 
to expats who are stranded abroad to 
expedite the renewal of their residency 
(online) and set up facilities to ease the 
transaction, yet many of them did not take 
advantage of this decision which was taken 
from a humanitarian perspective.

The Minister of Interiors’ decision to 

extend the grace period for all types of 
visit visas and residency to those in the 
country for a period of three months 
from September 1 to November 30, does 
not include those whose residency has 
expired from 1 September. There are 
many expatriates whose residency expired 
after September 1, and they have not 
renewed their residency visas despite the 
department operating, instead relying on 
the exemption decision. Consequently, 
they will have to pay fines for their illegal 
stay in the country. If they are caught, then 

they will be arrested and deported and will 
be banned from returning to Kuwait.

The Ministry of Health is said 
to have given its approval 

to complete the necessary 
procedures to import an anti-
COVID-19  vaccine from the United 
States, once it becomes available 
there in the next few weeks, 
as announced by US President 
Donald Trump.

The Central Agency for Public 

Tenders (CAPT) is also reported to 
have sanctioned the purchase of 
vaccines from  the Global Alliance 
for Vaccines and Immunization 
(GAVI). The purchase order, which 
is now with the State Audit Bureau 
for final approval, will allow the 
health authorities to sign an 
agreement with GAVI to officially 
supply the vaccines, once it is 
approved after passing the clinical 
trials.

The Ministry of Health is 
understood to have allocated 
KD5.5 million for the first set of 
more than 1.7 million vaccine 
doses that will be imported and 
administered in two doses to 
around 850,000 individuals.

Kuwait to buy COVID-19 
vaccines from the US

Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) in a 
recent press statement stressed 

the need for the banking sector to 
prioritize the hiring of nationals at 
various job levels in the sector. In 
the statement, which was issued 
following a meeting with local banks, 
the CBK said the meeting was held 
within the framework of its keenness 
to develop job opportunities in the 
sector for Kuwaitis.

CBK added that the meeting 
discussed the localization rates 
achieved by local banks and ways 
to develop job opportunities for 
Kuwaitis, so that the sector would 
have the largest number of national 
workers in the private sector. The 
statement added that during the 

meeting CBK pointed out the need 
to qualify and train nationals to 
take over administrative jobs and 
in other specialties so as to reduce 
the dependence on companies 
specialized in providing labor to 
meet these needs within the sector.

The statement also highlighted the 

national and social responsibilities 
of the banking sector in maintaining 
social security and supporting the 
government’s efforts to provide job 
opportunities for nationals, and called 
for the banking sector to be a pioneer 
in the field in order to serve as an 
example to other economic sectors.

Central Bank urges banking 
sector to speed up Kuwaitization

Kuwait’s Deputy Amir receives cable from
Sheikh Mishaal on Amir’s honoring

There is no plan to stop people from the 34 
banned country list to enter Kuwait through 

third countries, Arabic daily Al Rai reported. 
There are some rumors that a ban would be 
implemented as thousands of people have used 
third countries to enter Kuwait after spending 
their quarantine period there.

This misinformation has been due to the news 
that the Council of Ministers have approved certain 
groups from entering the country,  explaining that 
these groups will enter directly and will spend 
the quarantine period as per the procedures the 
authorities in charge of implementation and 
coordination will announce shortly.

Fluor Joint Venture successfully
fires up boilers at Al-Zour Refinery
Fluor Corporation announced that its joint 

venture with Daewoo Engineering & 
Construction and Hyundai Heavy Industries, 
has successfully started up two boilers to 
generate steam in the new Al-Zour Refinery 
at the Kuwait Integrated Petrochemicals 
Industrial Company’s (KIPIC) Package 2 and 3 
Project in Kuwait on 12 September. 

Fluor is leading a joint venture that 
is working to deliver two engineering, 
procurement, fabrication and construction 
packages for key process support units, 
utilities and infrastructure for the highly 
complex, mega-sized Al-Zour Refinery 
project in Kuwait. Upon completion, the 
greenield complex is expected to be one 
of the largest refineries in the world and 
process 615,000 barrels of oil per day. 

“This significant milestone marks the 
completion of several critical utility systems 
to start up and advance the refinery into 
commercial operations with our ongoing 
support,” said Mark Fields, president of Fluor’s 
global Energy & Chemicals business. “Timely 
delivery of the new Al-Zour Refinery is critical 
to the Kuwait economy. 

“Working together with the Fluor-led joint 
venture to achieve this important milestone 
for the ZOR Program is a true success not only 
for KIPIC, but for the State of Kuwait, and will 
help bring energy self-sufficiency and further 
prosperity for all of us,” said Khaled Al-Awadhi, 
deputy CEO of KIPIC. 

Leading up to this achievement, various 
enabling facilities were successfully completed 
and handed over including the central control 
room building and other associated buildings, 
fire water systems, communication systems 
and other refinery infrastructure. 

The Fluor joint venture has executed more 
than 154 million work hours on site, and at 
peak, employed more than 20,000 craft workers 
backed by joint venture team members spread 
across three continents. 

No plan to ban
people entering
Kuwait through
third countries
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The human tragedies and massive 
economic disruptions caused by 
COVID-19 have rightly commanded 

the attention of the public and policymakers 
for more than six months, and should 
continue to do so. But in managing the 
immediate crisis, we must not lose sight of 
the opportunities. The oft-quoted line about 
not letting a crisis go to waste has rarely 
been more relevant.

For companies, governments, households, 
and multilateral institutions navigating this 
unsettling period, the basic task is the same: 
to overcome pandemic-induced disruptions 
in ways that also emphasize the silver linings 
of the crisis. Now is the time to look to lock in 
trends and conditions that will reshape our 

society and economy for the better over the 
long term. With this overarching objective in 
mind, here are the top six silver linings that I see.

The first is that we are living through one 
of the most exciting and promising periods of 
medical invention and innovation in history. 

While the immediate focus is rightly on 
COVID-19 vaccines and therapies, we should 
expect the research currently underway to 
produce a host of other discoveries, many of 
which will yield significant, durable benefits. 
Moreover, the crisis is forcing us to confront 
a battery of complex issues concerning drug 
pricing and distribution, both domestically 
and globally, as well as the range of social 
and other inequalities that we have allowed 
to worsen.

Second, deeper cross-border private-
sector collaboration, often outside the 
purview of governments, is fueling 
this process of scientific leapfrogging. 
In mobilizing against the coronavirus, 
scientists around the world are sharing 
information like never before, and 
pharmaceutical companies are collaborating 
in unprecedented ways. These collective 
efforts are being supported by dynamic 
public-private partnerships, showing that 
this instrument of development can indeed 
be ‘win-win’ when it is properly focused and 
there is clear alignment.

Third, the economic disruptions resulting 
from the pandemic have fueled multiple 
private-sector efforts to collect and analyze 
a broader range of high-frequency data in 
domains extending far beyond medicine. In 
the economics discipline, for example, there 
is a massive surge of interest in innovative 
new methods of measuring economic 
activity through granular high-frequency 
indicators like mobility (smartphone 
geolocation), electricity consumption, and 

retail traffic, as well as credit card usage and 
restaurant reservations. These metrics are 
now supplementing the official statistics 
compiled by governments, providing 
considerable scope for compare-and-
contrast exercises that can improve the 
quality and policy relevance of data-
collection efforts.

Fourth, the COVID-19 shock has raised our 
collective awareness and sensitivity to low-
probability, high-impact ‘tail risks’. Suddenly, 
many in the private and public sectors are 
thinking more in terms of the full distribution 
of potential outcomes, whereas in the past 
they focused only on the most likely events. 
Policymakers have become more open to 
scenario analyses and the broader range of 

‘if-then’ conversations that such analyses elicit.
In the case of climate change — a major 

risk that some wrongly perceived as a 
distant tail instead of a baseline — the sharp 
reduction in harmful emissions during the 
current crisis has provided clear evidence 
that a new way is possible. And it is now 
widely accepted that governments have 
an important role to play in underwriting a 
durable and inclusive recovery. The door is 
open for more public investment in climate 
mitigation and adaptation, and there is a 
growing chorus demanding that the new 
normal be ‘green’.

This speaks to a fifth silver lining. The 
pandemic has led country after country to 
run a series of ‘natural experiments’, which 
have shed light on a host of issues that go 
well beyond health and economics. Systems 

of governance and modes of leadership 
have come under scrutiny, revealing a wide 
divergence in their capacity to respond to 
the same large shock. These issues have not 
been limited to the public sector. Corporate 
responsibility has also been brought to the 
fore as company after company scrambles to 
respond to what was once unthinkable. And 
multilateral cooperation has been shown to 
be lacking, increasing the threats to all.

Finally, the crisis has required many 
companies to hold candid conversations 
about work-life balance, and to devise 
innovative solutions to accommodate 
employees’ needs. There have already 
been far-reaching changes in how we work, 
interact with colleagues, and consume goods 
and services, and only some of these are likely 
to be reversed after the pandemic has passed.

These six silver linings constitute only a 
preliminary list of the opportunities offered 
by the pandemic. The point is not to discount 
the severity of the shock and uncertainty that 
have confronted the majority of the world’s 
population. The pandemic has lasted much 
longer than many expected, and continues 
to leave tragedy and destruction in its path.

But that is all the more reason to make 
the most out of our collective response. The 
challenge now is to expand and refine this 
list, so that we can seize the opportunities 
on offer and lock in more positive trends for 
the long term. By acting together, we can 
transform a period of deep adversity into 
one of shared well being for us and for future 
generations.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

The COVID Silver Linings Playbook

The old adage that every 
crisis represents an 

opportunity is certainly 
true in the case of 

COVID-19. Now that 
the pandemic has lasted 
longer and wrought more 
destruction than many 
initially anticipated, 

policymakers must seize 
on the positive trends it 

has set in motion.

MOHAMED A. EL-ERIAN
Mohamed A. El-Erian, Chief Economic 
Adviser at Allianz, and was Chairman 
of US President Barack Obama’s Global 
Development Council. He previously 
served as Deputy Director at the 
International Monetary Fund and has 
been named one of Foreign Policy’s Top 
100 Global Thinkers four years running. 
He is the author, most recently, of The Only 
Game in Town: Central Banks, Instability, 
and Avoiding the Next Collapse.



12
20 - 26 September, 2020             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.com

The industrial meat system is out of 
control. Not only does it contribute 
to the destruction of the climate, 

biodiversity, soil, and forests, but it also 
poses a direct threat to human health. Until 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) warnings about 
zoonotic diseases — caused by pathogens 
that are transmitted from animals to humans 

— were largely ignored. The same is true of 
antibiotic resistance, which is another global 
health threat closely connected to meat 
production.

The World Organization for Animal Health 
estimates that 60 percent of all infectious 
diseases in humans are zoonotic. According 
to research published last year in Nature, 
this number will continue to increase as the 
world population rises and consumption 

patterns change. Changes in land use, 
such as deforestation and conversion to 
farmland, are also key factors influencing the 
transmission of zoonotic diseases to humans.

Human activity now affects 75 percent of 
the Earth’s land surface, with agricultural land 

— fields, pastures, or meadows — covering 
more than a third of the planet, and these 

numbers are growing rapidly. By intervening 
in and unbalancing natural ecosystems and 
shrinking wildlife habitats, we are disrupting 
the symbiotic relationship that has existed 
between humans and nature for thousands 
of years.

We know that the reduction of habitats, 
an ever-larger human presence, and the 
skyrocketing number of farm animals 
increase the possibility of infectious-disease 
transmission from animals to humans. Research 
published in Nature Sustainability showed 
that agricultural factors can be linked to more 
than 25 percent of all infectious diseases 
and more than 50 percent of all zoonotic 
infectious diseases in humans. These figures 
will only worsen as intensive agriculture and 
factory farming continue to expand, and as 
monoculture and intensive animal husbandry 
shape future agriculture systems.

Another major reason for global changes 
in land use is the production of animal feed. 
For example, soy — an important protein 
source for industrial meat production — is 
planted on more than 120 million hectares 
globally, an area 3.5 times the size of Germany.

The WHO and the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) have 
long been warning about pandemics related 
to industrial livestock. While the global 
population has doubled over the past 50 
years, global meat production has more 
than tripled. Today, around 300 million tons 
of meat are consumed worldwide. In 2017, 
there were an estimated 1.5 billion cattle, one 
billion pigs, 23 billion poultry animals, and 
two billion sheep and goats. These animals 
often live in groups of tens of thousands in 
small spaces, which can facilitate the spread 
of diseases, including bird flu and swine flu.

The UN’s Scientific Task Force on Avian 
Influenza and Wild Birds is convinced that 
highly infectious bird-flu viruses are not only 
transmitted by wild and migratory birds, but 
are also found on poultry farms, where they 
can be transmitted to wild animals. According 
to a 2016 statement by the task force, “There 
is no convincing evidence of any mechanism 
or wild bird species that is able to carry the 
H5N8 HPAI virus strains without causing the 
death of the carriers themselves during long-
distance migration.” In contrast, “the risk of 
HPAI virus circulation by poultry production 
and trade remains significantly high.”

The threat of zoonotic diseases is not the 
only health risk related to meat production. 
In addition to soy, heavy use of antibiotics 
is one of the most important features of 
meat production today. Experts estimate 
that by 2050, over ten million people will 
die annually because antibiotics are no 
longer effective. According to the WHO, their 

widespread use in animal production is one 
of the most important causes of antimicrobial 
resistance. Government surveys of German 
supermarkets have found antibiotic-resistant 
pathogens in 66 percent of the chicken and 
42.5 percent of the turkey on offer.

Furthermore, COVID-19 outbreaks in 
slaughterhouses worldwide show that 
meat production is based not only on 
environmental destruction and insufficient 
animal welfare, but also on exploitation of 
workers. In Germany, most of these workers 
come from Eastern European countries 
and hardly speak the language. Most are 
subcontracted by companies in their home 

countries and lack regular labor contracts, 
which often limits their access to social 
services and health care. In June, more 
than 1,000 workers in Germany’s biggest 
slaughterhouse, owned by the country’s 
largest meat-processing company, were 
infected with COVID-19.

Addressing these issues requires targeting 
‘less, but better’ meat consumption. In 
Germany, people eat about 60 kilograms of 
meat per person annually. The amount is 
even higher in the US, Australia, and some 
other European countries. However, the 
majority of the global population eats much 
less meat, and less frequently. This is how 
meat should be consumed: not three times a 
day, maybe not even three times a week, but 
once or twice.

For years, politicians have largely ignored 
scientists’ health warnings about the meat 
industry. This year, the entire world has 
been forced to confront the importance 
of such warning signs. A comprehensive 
transformation of our agricultural and food 
systems is clearly necessary, with policies that 
strengthen agroecology and encourage short, 
diverse, and resilient value chains. The scientific 
know-how to enact such measures has been 
available for years. We just need to use it.

SPOTLIGHT

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

Around 300 million tons 
of meat are consumed 

worldwide, with an 
estimated 1.5 billion 

cattle, one billion pigs, 
two billion sheep and 
goats, and 23 billion 

poultry animals, reared 
for meat. These animals 

often living in small 
spaces, which facilitate 
the spread of diseases

Meat Is Mayhem

INKA DEWITZ AND CHRISTINE CHEMNITZ
Inka Dewitz is Senior Program Officer for International Food 
Policy at the Heinrich Böll Foundation. 
Christine Chemnitz is Head of the Department of International 
Agricultural Politics at the Heinrich Böll Foundation.
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The COVID-19 pandemic that has 
scythed a path of infection and 
death in countries across the world 

continents appears to have spared the 
African continent to a relative extent. 
Fewer than one confirmed case has been 
registered per 1000 people in Africa and 
fatalities figures as of mid-September 
hovered around the 32,000 mark, which 
is exceedingly low considering that the 
population of the entire continent is over 
1.2 billion.

Scientists are at a loss to account for this 
anomaly and have been examining various 
facets of the issue, including whether it 
has anything to do with genetic mutations 
from past exposures to related viruses. 
Researchers at the  Université de Montréal 
in Canada, who have been studying the 
risk of different populations to develop a 
disease, believe that genetic mutations 
on characteristics of blood in a population 
could confer immunities to specific illnesses. 

Each human population is subject to 
different environments. Over thousands of 
years these environmental pressures have 
resulted in the progressive appearance of 
variations in DNA, called genetic mutations. 
These genetic mutations can influence 
physical characteristics of the population, 
such as height, skin color or hair growth, as 
well as their risk of getting certain diseases. 

In one of the largest studies of its kind, 
an international consortium of researchers 
have been studying the blood of close 
to 750,000 participants from five major 
populations — European, African, Hispanic, 
East Asian and South Asian — to see 
how genetic mutations affect their blood 
characteristics, including such things as 
hemoglobin concentration and platelet 
counts.

By testing more than 45 million 
genetic variations in each participant, 
the researchers found more than 5,000 
mutations in human DNA that affect the 

blood characteristics of populations around 
the world. While the study showed that the 
vast majority of mutations associated with 
blood cells were common to all five major 
population groups, the researchers also 
found about 100 mutations whose effect 
was restricted to certain populations. 

For example, in individuals of South Asian 
origin, the researchers identified a mutation 
in the interleukin-7 gene that stimulates 
the secretion of this molecule and thus 
increases the levels of lymphocytes, which 
are a type of white blood cell in the immune 
system circulating in their blood. It is 
thought that this mutation could influence 
their capacity to resist certain infections or 
develop diseases like blood cancer. 

By comparing the genetic results 
obtained in each population, the 
researchers were able to prioritize certain 
genes that appear to have an overall effect 
on blood cell production. This will make it 
possible, over the long term, to improve 

ways of predicting the risk of suffering from 
certain diseases and to develop new, more 
effective treatments.

The study, results of which still remain a 
hypothesis, however did make clear that in 
order to better to better understand human 
diseases and to ensure that everyone, 
regardless of ethnic origin, is able to benefit 
from advances in genetics and precision 
medicine, diseases will have to be studied in 
all populations worldwide.

Global perspective on blood genetics

Large population-based research in 
the United Kingdom and elsewhere 

have confirmed what previous studies and 
empirical evidence have suggested — 
warning signs of an ischemic stroke may 
be evident as early as even a week before 
a major stroke attack. The study lends 
weight to the call for urgent intervention 
and treatment on observing these 
warning signs so as to prevent serious 
damage to the brain.

Majority of stroke patients are victims 
of ischemic stroke, which is caused by the 
narrowing of the large or small arteries 

of the brain, or by clots that block blood 
flow to the brain. They are often preceded 
by a transient ischemic attack (TIA), often 
referred to as a ‘warning stroke’ or ‘mini-

stroke’ that shows symptoms similar 
to a stroke, typically lasts less than five 
minutes, and does not injure the brain.

A study of over 2,400 people who had 
experienced an ischemic stroke found 
that nearly a quarter of the patients 
experienced TIAs prior to the ischemic 
stroke, and that in most cases this 
occurred within the preceding seven days. 
Of these, in 17 percent the warning sign 
was manifested on the day of the stroke, in 
9 percent on the previous day, and in the 
remaining at some point during the seven 
days prior to the stroke.

Warning signs appear days ahead of stroke

Compassion boosts 
health, wellbeing
of individuals
A new study published by the American Psychological 

Association links compassionate acts with good health 
and well-being of the people undertaking such actions. 

However, the study adds that performing altruistic actions 
to help others can be helpful, not all good-hearted behavior is 
beneficial to the giver. The strength of the link between altruism 
and good health was found to depend on many factors, 
including the type of kindness, the definition of well-being, and 
the giver’s age, gender and other demographic factors.

Altruistic social behavior, such as cooperation, trust, 
compassion and generousness, are all necessary ingredients 
of a harmonious and well-functioning society. It is part of the 
shared culture of humankind. 

Previous studies have suggested that people who engage 
in such behavior are happier and have better mental and 
physical health, but not all studies have found evidence for 
that link, and the strength of the connection appears to vary 
widely in different studies.

To better understand what drives that variation, the team 
behind the new study performed a meta-analysis of 201 
independent studies, comprising 198,213 total participants, 
that looked at the connection between prosocial behavior 
and well-being. Overall, they found that there was a modest 
link between the two. Although the effect size was small, it 
is still meaningful, given how many people perform acts of 
kindness every day.

The team noted that “ A modest effect size can still have 
a significant impact at a societal level when many people 
are participating in the behavior.” On further examination 
the researchers found that random acts of kindness, such 
as helping an elderly person cross the street were more 
strongly associated with overall well-being than more formal 
prosocial behavior, such as scheduled volunteering for a 
charity. That may be because informal helping is more casual 
and spontaneous and may more easily lead to forming social 
connections. Informal giving is also more varied and less likely 
to become stale or monotonous.

The researchers also found a stronger link between 
kindness and what is known as eudaimonic well-being (which 
focuses on self-actualization, realizing one’s potential and 
finding meaning in life), than between kindness and hedonic 
well-being (which refers to happiness and positive feelings).
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COVID-19 has tested the ability of 
governments to deliver financial and 
other forms of support to vulnerable 

people. Although 200 countries and 
territories have planned or implemented 
social-protection measures in response to 
the pandemic, many governments have 
struggled to identify informal workers 
who are not covered by existing welfare 
programs or social-security schemes for 
formal-sector employees. Social-distancing 
rules and quarantines have made it even 
more challenging to help those in need.

But in some countries, digital ID systems 
have enabled the authorities to identify 
populations reliably and remotely, and 
to make emergency cash transfers to 
vulnerable groups, such as women and girls, 
the poor, informal and migrant workers, 
people living in remote areas, and refugees.

For example, a digital ID system allowed 
Chile rapidly to pre-enroll millions of 
new beneficiaries in social programs and 
enabled people to check and, if necessary, 
appeal their support status online. In 
Thailand, where more than 28 million 
people applied for a new benefit for 

informal workers affected by the pandemic, 
the government was able to filter out 
those who would receive assistance from 
other schemes. And the Indian authorities 
recently were able to make quick payments 
under a financial-inclusion program to 
more than 200 million women as a result of 

improved processes that included linking 
an individual’s account to their digital ID.

But digital ID systems alone are not a 
silver bullet for reaching vulnerable groups. 
Above all, such schemes require affordable 
access to digital infrastructure. Where this 
exists, a digital ID provides a foundation 
upon which other important applications 
and systems can be built. Because digital 
ID systems allow people to make remote 
transactions, they can also enable digital 
payments (through cashless transactions) 
and improved data governance (by 
enabling paperless transactions while 
preserving privacy).

Digital ID, digital payments, and data 
governance are each important individually. 
Together, they add up to a powerful public 
good.

This combination is as crucial to today’s 
economies as roads and railways were to 
those of the twentieth century. For example, 
countries such as Estonia and Singapore 
have advanced digital ecosystems that 
allow people to access government and 
business services entirely online, thus 
partly mitigating the economic disruption 
caused by COVID-19.

As digitalization advances, attitudes 
toward data protection are undergoing a 
profound shift. High-profile data breaches 
and misuses are rightly making people 
more aware of threats to their privacy. New 
norms and regulations are giving citizens 

greater agency over their personal data, 
and new decentralized online models 
aim to shift power from third parties to 
users. Poorly planned digital ID systems 
can create or exacerbate risks to personal 
data, but with careful design, systems can 
promote responsible use and re-use of data 
by enabling people to exercise control.

Digital ID systems must also be designed 
with inclusion and trust in mind. Inclusion 
means not only ensuring that all can register, 
but also that everyone can use their digital 
IDs to receive assistance and empower 
themselves economically, including those 
with low literacy and limited access to 
technology. And it is crucial that people 
have confidence in the integrity of the 
system, including its ability to preserve 
privacy and individual rights. This requires 
effective transparency and accountability 
mechanisms.

Good digital ID systems not only 
enhance the capacity of governments 
and firms to operate, but also benefit and 
protect the public. A variety of models 
are emerging that reflect local contexts. 
While some countries need to start with 
a foundational ID system so all people 
can prove their official identity, others, 
including Australia, Canada, and France, are 
beginning to create digital ID ‘ecosystems’ 
that give people a choice of public- and 
private-sector ID providers.

Whatever form they take, such systems 

are urgently needed. One billion people 
around the world still have no official 
ID, which prevents them from accessing 
financial systems and social services. Half of 
them are in Africa. 

Through the Identification for 
Development (ID4D) initiative, the World 
Bank is investing US$1.2 billion across more 
than 30 developing countries to reduce 
the number of unregistered people, and to 
build better digital ID and civil registration 
systems that can contribute to inclusive 
economic growth.

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted 
the urgent need for digital ID systems that 
will allow governments to deliver social 
assistance and financial support faster 
and more accountable to households and 
businesses. 

To continue the search for innovative 
solutions, ID4D recently launched its 
second Mission Billion Challenge — a global 
call for new ways to enable the world’s most 
vulnerable people to register for and use 
digital IDs safely.

As countries focus on ‘building back 
better’ after the pandemic, they have 
a crucial opportunity to leapfrog to a 
more digital economy, and to do so 
responsibly. Whichever model they choose, 
governments can transform the lives of 
people everywhere by building digital 
ID systems designed to maximize privacy, 
inclusion, and trust.

Harnessing the Power of Digital ID

MARI PANGESTU
World Bank Managing Director of 
Development Policy and Partnerships.

Digital ID systems must 
also be designed with 
inclusion and trust in 
mind. Inclusion means 
not only ensuring that 

all can register, but also 
that everyone can use 

their digital IDs to receive 
assistance and empower 
themselves economically.
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Fraudulent five-star ratings on Amazon
Online retail giant Amazon has 

taken down more than 20,000 
product reviews, after numerous 

complaints and a damning report in the 
United Kingdom’s Financial Times (FT) 
paper revealed that many of the top 
reviewers at Amazon were doling out five-
star ratings for products in exchange for 
money or free products.

An investigation by FT found that Justin 
Fryer, the number one Amazon reviewer 
in the UK, left a five-star rating once every 
four hours on average in August. Many of 
these reviews were for products from a 
number of Chinese companies, who gifted 
him with their products in exchange. 
Fryer is then known to have resold these 
products on eBay.

Using social media messaging apps such 
as Telegram or Whatsapp, these potential 
reviewers link up with companies looking 
for reviews on their products. Once an 
understanding is reached between the 
two, the reviewer chooses a free product 

and waits a few days to give the product a 
five-star rating on Amazon or other online 
retail sites. Scams like these typically 
start on social networks and messaging 
apps such as Telegram, where companies 
can meet potential reviewers. Once the 
connection is made, the reviewer chooses 
a product, then waits a few days to write 
a five-star review. Once the review has 
been posted, the company either issues a 
full refund for the product purchases, and 
at times, throws in an extra payment. The 
reviewers are then free to sell or dispose of 
the product the way they like.

While Amazon’s review rules specify 
that reviewers cannot write posts in 
exchange for “compensation of any kind 
(including free or discounted products) 
or on behalf of anyone else,” nine of the 
10 top reviewers in the UK seem to have 
broken that guideline and engaged in 
fraudulent behavior. It is interesting that 
the 20,000 or more reviews that have since 
been removed by Amazon were written by 

seven of its top 10 reviewers.
Though Fryer has maintained that 

he did not get paid to post fake five-star 
ratings, and he claimed that his eBay 
listings for “unused” and “unopened” 
products were extras that he had, 

Fake reviews have been an issue 
on Amazon for years. In July, another 
investigative report found that companies 
were engaged in a variety of tactics aimed 
at manipulating their ratings on Amazon, 
including ‘review hijacking’ where old 
ratings were attached to new, often 
unrelated products.

According to Fakespot, a firm that 
analyzes ratings fraud, over 58 percent of 
products on Amazon in the UK had fake 
reviews appended to them. The firm also 
found that Amazon UK had a much higher 
percentage of fake reviews than other 
online retail platforms.

In a clarification on the issue, an Amazon 
spokesperson said the company analyzes 
reviews before they go public, processing 

10 million submissions every week. “We 
want Amazon customers to shop with 
confidence knowing that the reviews they 
read are authentic and relevant,” said the 
spokesperson. “We have clear policies for 
both reviewers and selling partners that 
prohibit abuse of our community features, 
and we suspend, ban, and take legal action 
against those who violate these policies.”

Qualcomm Technologies, the US-based 
multinational company involved in 

semiconductors and services related to 
wireless technology announced at the start of 
September that it had successfully conducted 
the first-ever extended range 5G data call using 
mmWave technology.

Qualcomm said that it conducted a 5G call 
over a 3.8km distance, double the distance 
that it had projected when it unveiled its 
new antenna system last year. Qualcomm 
worked with Ericsson, the multinational 
telecommunications company, and Casa 
Systems, an ultra-broadband provider, on the 
project

Qualcomm’s breakthrough range, which 
overcomes one of the key obstacles for 
cellphone operators moving to mmWave 
technology that takes advantage of faster 5G 
speeds, could speed up the deployment of 5G 
smartphones and other devices. 

While Qualcomm did not reveal any details 
of its achievement, the company did state 
that its groundbreaking call “was achieved 
by applying extended-range software to 
commercial Ericsson hardware.”

According to Gautam Sheoran, senior 
director of product management at Qualcomm, 
“With this major milestone being the first 
step in utilizing mmWave for an extended-
range 5G data transfer, our collaboration with 
Casa Systems and Ericsson is paving the way 
to implement fixed broadband services for 
broad coverage in urban, suburban and rural 
environments.”

Qualcomm also did not reveal if there was 
any reduction in speed from the extended 
range. A major concern about 5G technology 
is the significant loss of signal strength when 
passing through building materials such as 
brick and cement. Wood and glass windows 
result in attenuation as well, although to a 
lesser extent than brick and cement.

This weakness means that in addition to 
relatively short transmission distances, users 
in a city environment, for instance, may find 
degraded call quality as they move from inside 
to outside a building. Distance limitations also 
mean that phone users must be within roughly 

a block of a transmission tower to maintain a 
solid wireless signal. Rain and humidity are also 
known to contribute to some weakening of 5G 
signals.

But Qualcomm’s doubling of 5G transmission 
distance is a sign that such barriers may be 
falling. Massive multiple-inut, multiple-output 
(MIMO) structures situated throughout heavy 
populated areas that use beamforming to 
bypass physical obstacles will also help ensure 
steady phone connections.

The new mmWave technology is poised to 
be the fastest mode in emerging standards. 
Phones and modems relying on mmWave 5G 
can achieve transmission rates of 1 Gbps to 2 
Gbps as long as they are within range of 5G 
towers.

Europe, South Korea and China have been 
moving towards 5G adoption using spectrum 
in the mid-band ranges. This offers an ideal 
balance between speed and performance. 
Low-band spectrum, below 1 GHz, provides 
extended range coverage but at less than 
optimal speeds. High-band spectrum, 24GHz 
to 40 GHz, also known as millimeter (mmWave) 
band, offers speedy connections but limited 
range. Phone carriers in the United States, 
facing diminishing availability along the mid-
band spectrum, have looked to the high-band 
range for unrolling their 5G offerings.

The earliest cell phone networks, which did 
not require the high-speed abilities necessary 
for today’s smartphones, ran in the low-band 
800 MHz spectrum. Back then, that portion 
of the spectrum had the desirable capacity to 
accommodate thousands of new consumers 
within a few hundred square kilometer range 
of cell towers.

Qualcomm breaks call distance 
record with 5G mmWave

Google testing 
domain-only 
URLs in Chrome

The upcoming edition of Google’s 
web browser, Chrome, will begin 

experimenting with displaying only domain 
names in the address bar instead of a site’s full 
Uniform Resource Locator (URLs). The feature, 
which will be tested in the upcoming Chrome 
86 release, is said to be aimed at protecting 
users against scams and phishing attacks using 
misleading URLs.

Domain names and URLs (www. facebook.
com) help users identify a site when they search 
for it on the Internet. Hackers and scammers 
are known to create fake websites that look 
like the original site but with a typo in the URL 
(www.fasebook.com) or extended subdomains 
(facebook.sign-in.info) or hyphenated domains 
(secure-gmail.com). 

Unsuspecting users then visit these URLs 
thinking they belong to legitimate companies 
before being tricked into giving away their 
credentials. By limiting the address bar to only 
the domain name, Google is hoping that the 
next time you search for facebook.com and 
instead see facebook.com.money.biz in your 
address bar, you will get suspicious and ignore, 
report or delete the site.

Google says the new domain-only feature 
will be shown to a random subset of users in the 
test phase of Chrome version 86. The company 
wants to get feedback on whether the change 
“helps users realize they are visiting a malicious 
website, and protects them from phishing and 
social engineering attacks.” If it does, in future it 
could become a permanent feature in Chrome. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The pandemic demonstrated the enormity of 
population imbalance in Kuwait, the corruption 
that led to it, and the indifference of authorities 
in tackling this issue over the years,  despite it 
being a priority in various five-year development 
plans. Lopsided nature of the population that 
was highlighted in the last national plan (2015-
2019), also indicated that one of the most 
important current challenges in the field of 
human development is “the absence of a clear 
vision on a population policy.”

Figures from the Public Authority for Civil 
Information (PACI) show that as of  December 
2019 there were 1,734,629 employees in the 
private-sector. Of these, only a paltry 71,013 
(4%) were Kuwaitis, the remaining 96 percent 
(1,663,616 workers) were expatriates.

What is really bothersome is that around 90 
percent of working Kuwaitis are employed by 
the public sector where they constitute nearly 
77 percent of the workforce. This is exactly 
the sector which is not productive. Nobody or 

rather very few foreigners believe that Kuwaitis 
will replace them. How does the government 
expect to replace laborers in the country? 
Would Kuwaitis be willing to clean the trash on 
roads and pavements or water the plants? Is 
there really a plan in place? If there is an excess 
of marginal labour in the country then the 
government should hold people who brought 
them responsible for this predicament. Are 
these foreigners taking jobs away from Kuwaitis 
or are they here because of Kuwaitis? 

Kuwait is grappling with an infrastructure 
crisis of sorts. More than $100 billion is planned 
as expenditure by the government in the coming 
years. Huge skilled and semi-skilled labor will 
be required to fuel this development. The 
government should not penalize companies 
for utilizing labor dumped in the market by visa 
traders. Labor is always at the receiving end 
whether from their employers or as now from the 
government. It might be prudent to look into the 
reasons for oversupply of marginal labor, its cause 
and effect. An alternative may also lie in listening 
to the private sector version for a solution. 

Should the government look to 
private sector for solutions?




