
THE TIMES REPORT

Indian police have apprehended a Muslim 
cleric and a businessman for their involvement 

in a ‘hawala’ (illegal money transfer) racket that 
originated in Kuwait.

The cleric, Nurul Islam, is principal of 
the Jamia Islamia Salafia Arabic College in 
Barpeta, the Indian state of Assam, while 

the businessman, Aaron Sarf is a resident of 
Guwahati, the state capital. Police arrested 
the cleric in a raid on the college premises 
where they discovered and confiscated around 
rupees 845,000 from the principal.

According to Barpeta’s Superintendent of 
Police (SP) Robin Kumar. “During interrogation 
Nurul Islam admitted that the money came 
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STAFF REPORT

Korean healthcare is highly advanced and 
the hospitals are fully equipped to receive 

patients from all over the world, revealed Korean 
Vice Minister of Health and Welfare Kwon Deok-
cheol in an exclusive interview to The Times, 
Kuwait.

Vice-minister  Deok-cheol pointed out that 
Korean medical industry boasts of  more than 
120,000 doctors, including 80,000 specialists and 
excellent clinical staff with skills in the treatment 
of cancer, and in transplantation processes such 

as that of heart, pancreas and in the case of major 
cancers such as colon cancer and stomach.

He added that all hospitals have translators 
and the staff are equipped to handle hosting 
patients and their families from around the world 
while maintaining their traditions, customs and 
privacy as well.

Elaborating, he said that the healthcare 
sector attracted patients from all over the world 
because of its specialized medical treatments 
and pointed out that about 7,000 patients from 
the Middle East visit Korea every year seeking 
treatment in traditional Korean medicine that are 
natural and without surgery. He pointed out that 
several people come to Korea to have cosmetic 
procedures done, particularly to get treatment for 
burns, many of them from Kuwait as well, while 
IVF was another area that was popular, he noted.

Vice Minister Deok-cheol said that Korea has 
seen a rise in the number of patients it receives 
because of the quality and value of the treatment. 
He said the number of cancer patients visiting 
Korea reached 90,000 last year.

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Korea seeks closer cooperation
with Kuwait in healthcare

THE TIMES REPORT

Travel & Tourism is one of the largest 
economic sectors in the world. In addition 
to generating nearly 10 percent of global 

economic activity, the sector provides millions of 
jobs and contributes billions of dollars to the GDP 
in countries around the world.

According to the World Travel & Tourism 
Council (WTTC), which has reported annually on 
the economic impact and social importance of 
the sector for the past 25 years, direct, indirect 
and induced travel and tourism grew by 3.9 
percent in 2018. The sector contributed a record 
US$8.8 trillion to global GDP and provided jobs to 
nearly 320 million people around the world. 

As a dynamic engine of employment 
opportunity, Travel & Tourism (T&T), which already 
supports one in every ten jobs on the planet, was 
responsible for creating one in five of all jobs created 
around the world in the last ten years. The report 

projected that with the right policies, investments, 
regulatory conditions and government support, 
the sector could create over 100 million new jobs 
worldwide in the decade ahead.

Sadly, all these glowing growth figures, revenues 
generated and employment opportunities are not 
likely to shake the authorities in Kuwait out of their 
stupor. As it had in the past, in 2018, the country 

continued to under-perform in this crucial sector 
of the economy and the prospects of Kuwait 
becoming a destination of choice for international 
travelers remains a distant dream. 

The latest Travel & Tourism Competitiveness Index 
published by the World Economic Forum, Kuwait 
ranked a dismal 100th among the of 136 countries 
listed in the index in 2017. Kuwait trailed even other 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, with the UAE 
occupying pole position in the GCC with a 29th 
ranking on the global index followed by Qatar in 47th 
place. Bahrain came in at 60th position, followed by 
Saudi Arabia in 63rd and Oman in 66th rank. 

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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India Doctors Forum (IDF), Kuwait 
organized its 16th annual Ghabqa 
celebration on 19th May at the Regency 

Hotel. Deputy Chief of Mission at the Indian 
Embassy, Raj Gopal Singh graced the occasion 
as the Chief Guest, while the President of 
Kuwait Medical Association (KMA) Dr. Ahmed 
Thuwaini Al Enezi was the Guest of Honour. 

Other prominent dignitaries who attended 
the event were the ambassadors of Guyana, 
Kyrgyzstan and Taiwan, as well as directors 
and chairpersons of various government 
and private hospitals, senior Kuwaiti doctors, 
officials from the ministry of health and other 
ministries, members of the Indian and Kuwaiti 
business community, prominent leaders of 
various Indian associations in Kuwait and 
a large number of IDF members and their 
families.

The event started with the singing of the 
national anthems of Kuwait and India after 
a brief introduction about the Gabqa as an 
integral part of Ramadan in the Middle East, 
by the IDF Vice President  Dr. Madhu Gupta.  

The IDF President, Dr. Surendra Nayak, 
wished everyone a blessed Ramadan. He 
thanked His Highness the Amir, His Highness 

the Crown Prince, the government and the 
people of Kuwait for their continuous support 
and encouragement to the Indian Community 
in Kuwait, and to IDF activities and members. 
He highlighted the continuous support and 
guidance for IDF received from the KMA to 
whom it is affiliated for all its activities. 

He informed the gathering about 
sociocultural nature of the IDF and the various 
activities carried out by IDF such as 10 to 
12 health camps every year for the needy, 
health seminars, cancer awareness program, 
school health campaigns, health quiz,annual 
health guide on varied health issues in simple 
language for the general public and some 
social, cultural and leisure activities for its 
members and their families. 

This was followed by the former IDF 
president, Dr Amir Ahmed delivering an 
eloquent speech on the spiritual message of 
the five pillars of Islam. He also expounded on 
the significance of fasting during Ramadan 
and linked the benefits of fasting to the 
physical, mental, social and spiritual well 
being of a person.

In his brief address to the gathering, the 
deputy chief of mission spoke eloquently 

about the excellent relations between India 
and Kuwait and their people. For his part, 
Dr. Al Enezi spoke about the tremendous 
work being done by Indian doctors and the 
IDF in Kuwait. He added that IDF is the most 
active association under the umbrella of KMA, 
carrying out various useful and productive 
activities throughout the year. 

A number of Kuwaiti guests prominent 
amongst them Dr. Mustafa Al Mousavi, head 
of Organ Transplant Centre and Abdul Aziz Al 
Duaiz, deputy CEO of KNPC spoke and praised 
highly about the hardworking, peace loving, 
tolerant, diligent, honest and law abiding 
nature of Indians, making them the biggest 
and most sought after expat community in 

Kuwait and for the contribution they have 
made in development of their adopted 
country and a home away from home. 

Dr. Amal AlKhudr, Head of Department, 
Obstetrics & Gynecology at Farwaniya 
Hospital delightfully surprised everyone in 
the audience when she started her speech 
by greeting everyone in excellent Hindi and 
then elaborating about the significance of 
Ramadan, and how much she enjoys the 
various functions organized by IDF. 

A highly informative and interactive quiz 
based on events, characters, and teachings 
of Quran related to Ramadan was the 
highlight of the day’s proceedings. All those 
who actively participated and gave correct 
answers received attractive gifts. The children 
of IDF members then presented a very colorful 
fancy dress show depicting the colors and 
styles traditional attires from different regions 
of India. All participating children were given 
special gifts and prizes  

Finally, Dr. Diwakar Chaluviah, vice 
president of IDF gave the vote of thanks and 
expressed his sincere heartfelt gratitude to 
everyone who attended and helped make the 
event a memorable one.

Indian Doctors Forum celebrates Ghabqa
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Inspire...

Meet Mrs. Ritu Malhotra. She lives 
in Bengaluru, India. She is married 
with two small children. Ritu is your 

everyday wife and mother. But with a twist. 
While balancing a saucepan and school bags 
in one hand, she wields a music console in the 
other. 

Yes, you heard it right. Ritu is a professional 
Disc Jockey, or D.J. as we know it. 

Ritu has also dabbled in modelling and has 
even participated in beauty and personality 
contest, ‘Mrs. India – Karnataka’, making it in the 
top finalists. She also went on to win the title 
of ‘Mrs. Gorgeous’ at the contest. Due to family 
priorities, however she couldn’t continue in the 
contest and had to pull out.

Ritu’s first love is music and being a 
professional D.J. was always her dream. Today 
Ritu has started on the path that she was put 
on this earth for, playing in leading clubs in 
Bengaluru and entertaining and enthralling the 
crowds with her electrifying electronic tunes!

But her path wasn’t easy, as she herself says. 
Ritu’s story of the challenges in the way of her 
dream and how she overcame them to realize 
her passion, with a positive, ‘never give up’ 
attitude is truly inspiring, and that’s what makes 
her our ‘Inspirational Woman of the Week’. 

 
Tell us about your passion. Did you always 
have this dream?

I love music and I always wanted to do 
something related to the music field. And I 
wanted to do something different from others 
in this field. My dream was always to be a 
professional D.J. since I was a little girl, but I kept 
postponing it as I couldn’t leave my regular job 
at the time.

How did you know that you wanted to be a 
professional D.J.? 

I started playing casually at the corporate 
events alongside my friend who was the D.J. 
at these events. Initially I started doing it purely 
for the fun of it, playing on a basic console, 
but I realized that I was good at mixing music. 
My friends saw my talent and encouraged me 
to progress to professional standards. That is 
when my journey towards my passion began.

What efforts did you put in to succeed in 
your passion / dream? 

I wasn’t satisfied with playing on the basic 
console anymore. Once I had decided that I 
wanted to pursue this field, I decided to learn 
this craft professionally and then do it with 
perfection. In addition to completing a D.J. 
course, I would spend several hours training 
myself by observing my seniors and learning the 
nuances from them. I began to frequent clubs 
just to see others playing. 

Your journey towards you fulfilling your 
dream hasn’t been an easy one. Tell us about 
the challenges you faced in making your 
dream come true.

“You want to be a what….?” people always 
asked me this question with utter shock on 
their faces when I told them what my dream in 
life was. Initially, everyone felt that this was the 
weirdest job one can ever do, especially for a 
married woman with two children. There was 
skepticism but I stuck my ground and in spite 
of a lot of reservations, I was very focused and 

continued putting in the hours to learn the 
process as I was 100% certain that this is what 
I wanted to do in life.

How do you find time to pursue your passion 
with two children at home? 

It is a challenging situation for every mother who 
is working, irrespective of the kind of job she 
does. But one has to juggle the different roles 
and tasks to the best of one’s ability. And trust 
me when I say this; kids are much more adjusting 
than adults! (laughs)

Jokes apart, it would be unfair to take out 
any time from the ‘family time’ with my spouse 
and kids so I had to cut down on the ‘me time’, 
reducing my social activities and outings with 
friends and family considerably to focus on my 
passion. 

Is your husband supportive of your dream?  

I believe that no one can understand your 
dreams better than you, yourself. Your dreams 
won’t come true unless and until you are self-
determined and have a zeal to achieve your 

goals. Support from spouse and family starts 
trickling in only when they see you succeeding.

How did you get your first break? 

I am fortunate to have very supportive friends 
who are also in the music industry for quite some 
time. Seeing that little spark of talent, it is they 
who began recommending me for events.

Where did you begin performing initially? 
I started with corporate events where I played 
for companies like Amazon, Accenture and 
Microland Limited.

Where all have you performed so far? 

The music scene is big in Bengaluru. I’ve played 
at most of the leading clubs in Bengaluru such 
as like ‘XU’ in Leela Palace, ‘Sugar Factory’ in Le 
Meridien Hotel, ‘Pebbles’ in Palace Grounds and 
‘TILT Gastro Lounge’, among other places.

You are now a professional D.J. How does 
it feel?

Music is my first love and being a D.J. is my 
passion. I have been able to put both these 
together and am living my life doing what I’ve 
always wanted to. My dream has come true and 
each moment of life is more meaningful now. 
The ultimate happiness for me, as would be 
for any D.J., is when I see a sea of excited faces 
dancing to my tunes on the dance floor. This 
happiness would turn to disappointment if I saw 
the crowd just standing around, or worst, if they 
moved away from the dance floor, bored with 
the music. That hasn’t happened to me so far 
and I hope it never does. (laughs)

What is your mantra in life? 

Every day brings a new challenge, accept it and 
excel in it with the right attitude. Your dreams are 
your dreams and you have to strive hard to make 
them a reality. There are short cuts in life, and 
hard work and persistence always pay off, sooner 
or later. Just B+, which, by the way, is my blood 
group too! 

What is the message that you want to give to 
others who have dreams and want to pursue 
them in spite of the challenges they’re facing 
in life?  
This is for all the mothers and wives who suppress 
and sacrifice their dreams for their families. 
Women are the best multi-taskers out there, 
performing the balancing act of home and the 
outside world every day. No job is small or big, as 
long as you enjoy doing it. Magic happens when 
you don’t give up and keep striving towards your 
dreams. The Universe always falls in love with 
stubborn hearts.

Mrs Ritu Malhotra

A Mother and a D.J. Too!

SHIREEN PASSI CHOPRA
COLUMNIST, THE TIMES KUWAIT
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I am not a big fan of Amar Al Deen, 
but since many people love to eat 
this during Ramadan specifically, 

I thought of sharing some nutritional 
information about it.

Amar Al Deen, or what we call the 
dry apricot sheets originally come from 
Syria. These dried apricots carry a much 
higher concentration level of nutrients 
than any other forms. Almost 10 kilos 
of fresh apricots produce three kilos of 
dried apricots.

They are a great source of beta 
carotene (the plant form of vitamin 
A), which gives it the orange color 
just like carrots, sweet potatoes, 
and cantaloupe, and which acts as 
an  antioxidant for the body. It also 
prevents all sorts of cancer diseases.

Apricots are rich in lycopene, an 
antioxidant that helps in preventing 
male infertility, osteoporosis, skin 
cancer, eye disease, prostate, breast 
and endometrial cancers. 

They also provide your body 
with the most essential vitamins and 

minerals like potassium, iron, calcium, 
phosphorus, and vitamin C from 
apricots.

Amar Al Deen is a great food to have 
during Ramadan to compensate for the 
loss of the essential nutrients caused by 
the long fasting hours.

It also naturally treats constipation 
due to its cellulose and pectin content. 
In addition, it aids in the digestion 
process, and so helps to digest food 
better if you take some before your 

meal. Three dried apricots contain 65 
calories! My advice is to stay away from 
the juice form, as it is high in calories 
and sugar. 

— Pele

 Thought
  for the         e

week
Success is no accident. It is hard work, 

perseverance, learning, studying, 
sacrifice and most of all, love of what you 

are doing or learning to do.

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness 
and has joined The Times Kuwait team in 
a new weekly column discussing nutrition 
and answering queries. You can send in your 
questions to infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

Nutrition quotient 
in Amar Al Deen

To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

FOOD

Stay hydrated
without drinking water
Long fasting hours during Ramadan combined with the heat of summer 

this year means that it is  very important for people fasting to take extra 
precautions to prevent dehydration.

Drinking sufficient water is the best way to stay hydrated, but you could 
also try these interesting options to supplement your water intake and 
ensure you stay healthy during the fasting period.

Eat watermelons: A watermelon is made up of 
92 percent water, and 8 percent fruit, but they 
also have a low sugar content and contain 
a whole lot of vitamins and minerals, 
including vitamins A, B1, B5, B6 and C, as 
well as potassium and magnesium. This rich 
mix helps make watermelons an ideal food to help re-hydrate and nourish 
the body after a long day of fasting. Pair watermelon cubes with some sharp 
feta cheese and a sprig of mint for a more exciting dish.

Drink milk: This re-hydrator is actually a great substitute for water. Have 
a bowl of cereal after Iftar with some milk. Milk is a great way to get your 
calcium fix, but it also keeps hydration levels up throughout the day. It is also 
a great post workout drink, as it helps with recovery after exercise.

Start with soup: Soup is an 
essential starter at any iftar table. 
If you have the option, choose a 
clear soup rather than a creamy 
one. Many soups are also loaded 
with hydrating and carbohydrate-
rich produce, and hence, are able 
to boost energy and performance. 

Munch on leafy greens: Although it is nutritionally quite ineffective, the 
Iceberg lettuce contains 96 percent water, and is a great addition to any salad 
if you want to re-hydrate. So if you are not a soup person, break your fast with 
a tasty salad instead. The addition of some cucumbers and tomatoes will 
really boost water levels. 

Taste a smoothie: Pick some 
fruits with high water content such 
as oranges, watermelon, apples, 
pineapples, and peaches and make 
a smoothie. Instead of adding yogurt 
or milk, try adding water and some ice 
instead. It will keep you hydrated for 
longer and you can make a large batch 
and drink it during Suhoor. You can also try a smoothie bowl, which is a 
blend of fruits, vegetables and other components such as avocado and 
oats, and is very nutritious.

Make oatmeal an Iftar staple: Creamy 
oatmeal, sprinkled with fresh fruit, makes for 
a surprising source of fluid. This is because the 
oats expand and absorb the water or milk that 
they are cooked in. 

Savor unsweetened, flavored teas: Flavored 
drinks are very enjoyable, so you will definitely 
want to refresh yourself with your favorite tea.  
Brew homemade iced tea and add some fresh 
lemon, or have a mug of hot chamomile or 

green tea—all count toward your daily fluid goal.

Pudding: Chia seeds are an excellent 
source of long-term hydration, as 
well as fiber and protein, and they 
soak up a ton of water you will not 
even know you are drinking.

Drown 1/3 cup of chia seeds 
in three cups of your milk of 
choice — almond, coconut, soy, and 
dairy. Add a sweetener like honey or 
maple syrup, leave for a few hours and voila — a delicious, moisture rich food.

Mixing yogurt or kefir with fruit is another pudding style food that is high 
in nutrition and water to start your day hydrated.

A healthy Suhoor provides 
you with the energy to stay 

active throughout the fasting day 
and maintain the health of your 
digestive system. 
Here are a few great recipes to make 
Suhoor really tasty and nutritious to 
prepare you for the day.

Chickpea & Chopped Veggie Bowl
Combine 1 cup cooked chickpeas, 
1/2 cup chopped cucumber, 1/2 cup 
chopped tomato, the juice of 1 small 
lemon, and a drizzle of olive oil in a bowl. 
Season with salt and freshly ground 
black pepper. Top with 1/2 cup cottage 
cheese and another drizzle of olive oil.

Smoked Salmon Avocado Toast
Toast 1 slice whole-grain bread and 
spread it with 2 tablespoons plain 
Greek yogurt. Top with 1/2 avocado 
and mash with a fork to cover surface. 
Top with 3 thin slices smoked salmon 
and a few thin cucumber slices. Season 
with a few grinds black pepper.

Blueberry Walnut Overnight Oats
Combine 1/2 cup old-fashioned rolled 
oats, 1/2 cup dairy or non-dairy milk, 1/4 

cup blueberries, 2 tablespoons chopped 
walnuts, and 1 tablespoon chia seeds 
in a Mason jar, resealable container, or 
bowl. Cover and refrigerate overnight. 
Stir in the morning before eating.

Spinach & Feta Omelet
Whisk 2 large eggs and a pinch each 
salt and pepper in small bowl. Melt 1/2 
tablespoon unsalted butter in a small 
nonstick skillet over medium-low heat. 
Add 1 cup baby spinach; cook until wilted. 
Add the eggs; tilt the pan so they coat the 
bottom. Gently push the cooked eggs 
from the edges toward the center with a 
spatula, making space for the uncooked 
eggs and forming waves in the omelet. 
Cook until the edges are set and the center 
is wet but no longer runny, 2 minutes. Top 
half with 1/2 cup chopped tomato and 
1/4 cup crumbled feta. Fold the other half 
over the filling and serve.

Healthy 
Suhoor
      recipes
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Public Authority for 
Civil Information (PACI) 
headquarters in South Surrah 

is being inundated by people trying 
to rectify mistakes in their civil ID. 
The number of visitors to the center 
have at times surged to well over 
1,000 people standing in queues, 
or awaiting their turn outside the 
building .

Authorities at PACI have allocated 
more staff and technicians in a bid 
to accelerate the pace of work and 
overcome the huge crowds that 
often threatened to overwhelm the 
center’s ability to respond.

The chaos began after parliament 
amended the Foreigners Residence 
Law to permit the Ministry of Interior 
to  stop stamping residency stickers 
in the passports of expatriates 
from 10 March of this year. Instead 
foreigners would have all their 
residency details imprinted on 

their new civil ID cards.  During a 
press conference to announce the 
changes, Director-General of the 
Residency Affairs Department at the 
Ministry of Interior Brig Abdulqader 
Al-Shaaban said foreign residents in 
Kuwait will not be allowed to enter or 
leave the country unless they held a 
valid passport and a new civil ID card 
issued by PACI. 

Director General of PACI Musaed 
Al-Assousi clarified that the new civil 
ID would be issued to expatriates 
only on expiry of their prevailing 
residency, so foreigners who have 
residence stickers  stamped in their 

passports  before the decision 
came into effect can continue to 
use the document to enter and 
exit the country.  According to the 
amended law, passports would 
be needed to stamp the entry and 
exit of individuals into the country, 
while the civil ID would be used to 
determine the residency status of 
expatriates.

Amendment to the Foreigners 
Residence Law is seen as being 
part of Kuwait’s ongoing process 
to upgrade services in various 
government departments and 
facilitate the transition to electronic 

services. The downside to this 
exercise in efficiency is that no one 
had considered the ineptitude of 
staff at immigration departments 
in the country. The result is the 
current rush being seen at PACI 
headquarters. 

Many people receiving their new 
civil ID have found discrepancies in 
the details entered in their residency 
stamp and that in the new civil IDs, 
including in the printing of their 
names in Arabic and in English. Those 
who are illiterate, or unfortunate 
enough not to verify the details in 
both their passports and new civil ID 
at the time of issuance, only discover 
the consequence of any discrepancy 
when they arrive at the airport to 
travel abroad. 

Airport immigration authorities 
refuse to accept the variations in 
passport and civil ID details and 
refuse boarding to the unlucky 

traveler, who then has to return to 
PACI to rectify the mistakes.

Ministry of Interior and PACI are 
now understood to be taking action 
to address the anomaly caused by 
inept staff. The ministry of interior 
is understood to have begun 
implementing a new plan whereby 
the ministry will accept applications 
to rectify mistakes and coordinate 
with PACI to have the changes 
effected. 

After receiving the correction 
request, the ministry will send it 
to a special team designated to 
rectify the errors and then send a 
message to the applicant’s phone 
to complete the transaction and 
proceed to PACI for the issuance of 
a new civil ID. The new procedures 
are expected to decrease the 
rush currently seen at PACI and 
ameliorate a situation that should 
not have arisen in the first place.

Overcrowding at Civil ID office continues

Indian Lawyers’ Forum (ILF), Kuwait, the Association 
of Indian Law Graduates and Lawyers in Kuwait 

organized a reception for the visiting Senior Justice 
of Supreme Court of India, Mr. Chelameshwar. The 
function was presided over by the President of Indian 
Lawyers’ Forum, followed by General Secretary of the 
Forum welcoming the Chief Guest and the gathering.

In his address, the ILF President Thomas Panicker 
welcomed Justice Chelameshwar, guests and 
members to the function. Jasti Chelameswar was a 
judge of the Supreme Court of India, and retired on 
22 June, 2018 as the second most senior Supreme 
Court judge. Earlier, he was the Chief Justice of the 
High Court of Kerala and Gauhati High Court.

Justice Jasti Chelameshwar said that going public 
about the issues crippling the apex court functioning 
was “the right thing” and he doesn’t repent it. He 
headed the Bench which, in March 2015, struck down 
as unconstitutional the draconian Section 66A of the 
Information Technology Act that led to the arrests 
of many people for posting content deemed to be 
“allegedly objectionable” on the Internet. 

President Thomas Panicker highlighted the 
activities of ‘Indian Lawyers’ Forum’, and mentioned 
that the Forum is very successful in providing a 
platform for the Indian Lawyers in Kuwait. 

As a token of appreciation, a memento 
and ‘Ponnada’ was presented to Justice Jasti 
Chelameshwar by ILF President. Justice Chelameshwar 
in his speech discussed the law system in India, under 
the Permanent Indian Constitution, and the recent 
development in the Indian Supreme Court. After the 
speech, there was a question-answer session.

ILF organizes reception for
Justice Jasti Chelameshwar

BAS felicitates the best 
athletes at Sport- Awards 2019
British Academy of Sport (BAS) organized its 5th 

Awards Evening at the British School of Kuwait 
(BSK), which saw the participation of more than 
250 parents and students. 

The Head coaches selected the best 83 
students from almost 2000 who registered for the 
nine sports activities from September until today: 
Basketball, Football, Roller Skating, Gymnastics, Kick 
Boxing, Swimming, Tennis, Karate and Zumba.  The 
students from each sport received the following 
awards: The Most Improved, The Best Technique 
and Coach Award.

Apart from these categories, BAS offered 
two special Awards for the following students: 
Remas and Retaj Al Husainan who received the 
Global Traveler Award as they both completed six 
international sports trip with BAS and the second 
award was the Special Achievement for Sonia 
Pinto, who won two medals at the Swimming Gala 

and currently, she is doing three BAS activities: 
Swimming, Karate and Zumba.

Sonia is an elite member at BAS since 2017, and 
she was awarded for the second consecutive year 
at the BAS Sports Awards.

During this special evening, the BAS Director 
Lucian Anisia handed over the awards to the 
students alongside Madame Vera Al Mutawa MBE, 
Romanian Ambassador H.E. Daniel Tanase, Greek 
Ambassador H.E. Andreas Papadakis, and Serbian 
Ambassador H.E. Vladimir Kohut. 

Apart from this Awards Evening, BAS will host 
the 4th edition of the Swimming Gala, which will be 
on Saturday, 1 June where the advanced students 
will participate in swimming competitions.

BAS continues to lead the way in Kuwait as 
the only Sports Academy offering more than 
nine Sports Courses for children between 3-16 
years old.

LOCAL



6
26 May - 01 June, 2019             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comLOCAL

Pakistan minister urges lifting visa ban on Pakistanis

On his two-day visit to Kuwait, the 
Foreign Minister of Pakistan Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi met with 

Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah 
on Sunday and discussed with him issues of 
bilateral interest.

The two sides expressed their desire to 
bolster ties and cooperation, especially in 
the field of security. Both ministers agreed 
upon the importance of cooperation and 
exchanging experiences within the security 
domain.

Foreign Minister Qureshi indicated that 
his meeting with Kuwait’s Interior Minister 
covered a wide range of topics, including 
that of Pakistani expatriate community in 
Kuwait and the prospects of issuing new 
visas for Pakistani citizens.

The meeting was attended by Pakistan’s 

Ambassador to Kuwait Ghulam Dastgir, his 
Kuwaiti counterpart Nasser Al-Mutairi, and 
Interior Ministry official Lieut-General Essam 
Al-Nahaam.

Pakistan’s foreign minister had earlier 
met his Kuwaiti counterpart Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid Al-Sabah and 
discussed enhancing  cooperation in various 
domains, and other issues of mutual interest.

In a press conference held on the sidelines 
of his visit to Kuwait, Minister Qureshi said 
Pakistan has always encouraged the stability 
and security of the region, and praised the 
role of  Kuwait in supporting and promoting 
peace in the area. “We do not wish for 
war; this region has seen a lot of wars and 
tragedies,” said the Pakistani foreign minister.

He lauded the experience and wisdom 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and the role 
played by His Highness in encouraging 
reconciliation, promoting peace and driving 
stability in the region.

Elaborating on his discussions with the 
Kuwaiti ministers regarding the lifting of the 
ban on visas for Pakistani citizens, Foreign 
Minister Qureshi said that the two sides 
had agreed to overcome the difficulties 
surrounding the subject.

Pakistan ambassador 
to Kuwait 
transferred to UAE

Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to Kuwait, Ghulam 

Dastagir has been 
transferred as Ambassador 
to the UAE, while the 
incumbent there, 
Moazzam Ahmad Khan 
has been posted special 
secretary at the Foreign 
Office in Islamabad as 
part of the appointment 
of new ambassadors and consul generals to 18 
countries, including the important posting of High 
Commissioner to neighboring India.

Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, made the announcements on Monday 
following consultations with the country’s Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. 

“I wish the newly-appointed officers good luck, 
and hope they represent Pakistan with utmost 
dignity and effectiveness,” said Qureshi in a tweet 
on Tuesday.

Current ambassador of Pakistan to France, Moin-
ul-Haq, has been appointed as Pakistan’s new High 
Commissioner to India. A career diplomat who 
joined the Foreign Service in 1987, Moin-ul-Haq 
has previously been the chief of protocol at the 
Foreign Office and has served in Turkey, Canada 
and Sri Lanka.

Appointment of the new High Commissioner 
comes amid tense relations between the two 
nuclear-armed neighbors. Having a veteran 
diplomat to head the high commission is seen as 
being vital to both countries. 

Announcing the appointment, Mr. Qureshi said 
that with the election process in India now almost 
over, new engagement between Islamabad and 
New Delhi could be restarted. The post of high 
commissioner to India fell vacant in April when 
the then High Commissioner Sohail Mehmood 
was appointed as the new Foreign-Secretary of 
Pakistan.

Foreign Minister Qureshi expressed his hope 
that the newly-appointed envoys would play a 
pivotal role in promoting the soft image of Pakistan 
and serve the Pakistanis living overseas.

He said reshuffling and appointments of 
ambassadors had been due for a long time. “Those 
who were appointed on Monday will perform their 
duties with the best of their abilities and will help 
improve trade, investment and Pakistan’s image in 
the world.”

Indian embassy 
warns community 
of fake job posting

The Indian embassy in Kuwait has warned the 
community that a fake online advertisement about 

a clerk job at the Indian embassy is being circulated on 
job sites.  The embassy asserts that it has not put out 
such an ad, and advises members of the community to 
be wary of such job postings.
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Dasman Diabetes of Institute (DDI), which 
was founded by Kuwait Foundation 

for the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), in 
cooperation with the Kuwait Finance House, 
recently held their annual Girga’an celebration 
for children with diabetes and their families in 
Kuwait.

Many children attended the event which 
featured a lot of educational and cultural games 
followed by a theatrical performance. There 
were also stations for Henna art, face-painting 
and a booth for children to take pictures with 
the attending cartoon characters. The kids 
also enjoyed an appearance from ‘Abu Tubaila’, 

a traditional character part of every Kuwaiti 
Ramadan.  The event came to an end with the 
distribution of Girga’an gift bags and prizes.  

Diplomatic Women’s Committee (DWC)-
Kuwait in collaboration with the Kyrgyz 
Embassy organized a Ramadan and 

Girgian festival at Bait Bader Al Mohammad Al 
Jaber Al Sabah, Shuwaikh on 17 May. Members 
from the diplomatic corps accompanied by their 
spouses attended the function. Kyrgyz children 
spread the cheer and spirit of Girgian when they 
performed exuberantly at the event.

Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan to Kuwait 
H.E. Smargol Adamkulova praised the close 
friendship between Kuwait and Kyrgyzstan, 
and also appreciated the initiative of the joint 
festivities that highlighted the similarities 
between the traditions.  

DWC and Kyrgyz Embassy organize
Ramadan and Girgian celebrations

The Department of Psychology and 
Counseling of Indian Community 

School Kuwait (ICSK) organized a workshop 
on the topic, ‘Addiction to Technological 
Gadgets and Its Impact on Health and 
Lifestyle of School Students’ at the school 
auditorium on 6 May.

Dr. Susan Eileen Day, the Director of 
Education, Dar-al-Athar-al-Islamiyyah 
addressed the issue. Dr. Susan founded the 
Gulf Museum Educators Network (GMEN) 
and has earned UNDP recognition for DAI 
Docent Program. She was also awarded the 
AAPC  Exceptional Campaign Fundraising 
prize and was chosen as one of the 
Outstanding Women in America.

During the sessions, the doctor apprised 
the students on the impact of gadgets on 
the lifestyle of school students. Then, she 
quizzed the students and included them in 
multifarious exercises with the aim to boost 
their confidence. 

ICSK students attend workshop

Kuwait Chapter of Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) distributed food 

packets at labor camps in Mahabula during the 
holy month of Ramadan as part of their corporate 
social responsibility.

The Iftar food distribution event was 
conducted on 23 May and was attended by 
Chairmen Sai Devata, and Secretary Deepak 
Bindal along with the Executive Committee 
team and its members.

ICAI organizes Ramadan charity drive

DDI holds annual Girgian event

Syro Malabar Cultural Association (SMCA) 
organized their General Body Meeting at Royal 

auditorium, Mangaf on 10 May.
Thomas Kuruvilla Narithookil was elected as 

President, Biju Anto Pallikunnel as the General 
Secretary and  Wilson Devassy Vadakkedath as 
the Treasurer for the year 2019-20. Other office 
bears are Sunil Joseph Rappuzha-Vice President, 
Leo Jose Kollannur-Joint Secretary, Joby Mathew 
Puliyamthottiyil-Joint Treasurer, and Binu Gregory 
Padingare Veedu-Office secretary.

Johny Abraham Tharappil will be the new 
Baladeepthi Chief Coordinator, Santhosh 
Joseph Vadakkemundaniyil was elected as 
Cultural committee convener, Sajimon George 
Valliyattikkariyil for social, Baiju Babu Puthenchira 

for Arts & sports. George Joseph Vakkithinal will be 
Media convener.

Area general conveners for Abbassiya will be 
Sabu Sebastian Vadayattukunnel, Johna George 
Manjaly – City Farwaniya, Antony Manoj Kiriyanthan 
and Denny Thomas Kanjooparampil for Fahaheel 
and Salmiya area respectively.

Bijoy Ouseph Chiriyankandath was elected as 
Syro Malabar Youth Movement (SMYM) President 
and Master Jeffrey Joy will be new President for 
Baladeethi.

General body was presided over by Former 
President Kelamparambil, Annual report was 
presented by Aneesh Thomas Thengumpally and 
financial report was presented by Joshy Devassy 
Vallachirakaran.

SMCA elects new office bearers
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Korea’s medical tourism is growing immensely, he 
said, adding that the trend is very positive as Korea 
offers not only high class treatment using the latest 
technology but also qualified doctors and good 
value in comparison to Western nations.

The vice minister noted that several 
memorandums were signed with Kuwait during the 
recent visit of the Korean Prime Minister, including 
in strengthening cooperation in the field of health 
between the two countries in various areas, from 
building hospitals to the exchange of information 
and experiences, as well as enhancing cooperation 
in medical tourism and hospital management. 

Pointing to the newly opened Jahra Hospital, Vice 
Minister Deok-cheol highlighted that the operation 
of the hospital would be simplified and smoother 
with Korean technology. 

“Kuwaitis will benefit from the new technology, 
he added, “as it will fulfill the development criteria 
as part of the Vision Kuwait 2035.” The proposal 
is awaiting ratification from the Kuwait National 

Assembly after which the Korean management will 
facilitate advanced health care treatment to patients 
based on Korean information technology, which will 
cut down waiting periods and make the process 
of managing medicines and clinical information 
smoother.

Regarding number of Kuwaitis visiting Korea for 
treatment, he pointed out that around 240 Kuwaitis 
visited Korea for treatment of chronic diseases and 
ailments out of the total of 380,00 patients who 
received treatment for various illnesses including 
cancer and transplant last year.

In conclusion he said Korea and Kuwait enjoy 
excellent relations and are celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of establishment of relations between 
Kuwait and South Korea. 

Speaking on the country and its growing positive 
potential, he said, “Korea is a beautiful country with 
wonderful and great  attractions for all patients and 
their companions. I would advise all of our Kuwaiti 
friends to visit Korea to learn about the traditions, 
history and the extent of development that has been 
reached in the country.”

Korea seeks closer cooperation
with Kuwait in healthcare

Hopes pinned on New Kuwait 2035
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

According to WTTC report, which evaluated 
185 countries and 25 regions in the world, the T&T 
sector’s total contribution to the GDP in Kuwait, 
which was KD2.1 billion or 6.0 percent of GDP in 
2017, notched a growth of 6.6 percent to register 
KD2.2 billion last year and is projected to rise by 
4.8 percent per annum to reach KD3.6 billion or 6.4 
percent of GDP by 2028.

However, over 88 percent of the sector’s 
contribution to the GDP in 2017 came from 
domestic spending, while spending by 
international visitors was limited to 12 percent.

Last year, the country attracted 3.34 million 
international visitors to the country; this is expected 
to increase narrowly to 3.7 million foreign visitors 
by 2028. Domestic spending which was KD1.6 
billion last year is expected to rise to KD2.6 billion 
by 2028, while foreign spending which stood at 
KD245 million last year is projected to rise to KD380 
million in the decade ahead. 

Traveling is an attractive prospect for many 
Kuwaitis. Usually, during the cooler winter months, 
many Kuwaiti families  vacation outdoors in tents 
spread across large camping sites in the desert, 
where they spend time engaging in traditional 
pastimes. Many families also have the luxury of 
owning beach-front chalets where they spend the 
summer months.

Clearly, there is strong domestic demand for 
tourism but the lack of venues prompts many 
to travel abroad. Domestic outbound travel 
expenditure which was KD3.7 billion in 2017 
grew to KD3.9 billion last year and is expected to 
reach over KD4.9 billion by 2028. The scale of this 
outbound market suggests the huge untapped  
potential  for  growth  in  the  domestic  tourism  
industry. 

Obviously, there is an urgent need to boost 
both domestic and foreign T&T spending, and 
increase their total contribution to the GDP. 
However, industry experts lament that there are 
many challenges to the development of tourism in 
Kuwait, including the lack of tourism infrastructure, 
the shortage of tourist attractions, and weak 
support for private players in the T&T sector. The 
weak international  visitation to Kuwait over the 
past decades was mainly due to inaction by the 
government to promote international tourism.

While  there  have  been  several  attempts  to 
expand  international  and  domestic  tourism  in  
Kuwait,  mostly  from  the  private  sector,  the  
overall  political  and  economic  landscape  in  
Kuwait  has  resulted  in  several major challenges 
for development of the T&T sector. In particular, 
there is a lack  of  public-private  partnerships  
between private sector and  state  owned  
enterprises, which  have  been  instrumental  for  
the  development  of  the  tourism  industry, and  in  
particular  infrastructure, in places like Dubai and 
elsewhere in the region.

The biggest hindrance related to the 

revitalization of tourism in Kuwait is the  lack  of  
tourist attractions in Kuwait. There are very few 
natural attractions in the country and its man-
made attractions are nothing very impressive. 
Kuwait lacks the iconic attractions of the ancient 
world found in Jordan and Egypt, or the modern 
attractions found in the Uae or Qatar, or the natural 
beauty of destinations like Oman. 

Once you have visited the iconic  Kuwait  
Towers,  the  Liberation  Tower,  Old  Souk  and  
Grand  Mosque in Kuwait City, you are left with 
pretty much with the standard tourist draws that 
you find elsewhere in the region, including an 
abundance of shopping malls, amusement  parks,  
swimming  pool  complexes and resorts. Of late 
there have new investments especially in the form 
of museums and cultural centers and outdoor 
parks that offer a respite from traditional fare. But 
the international traveler is always looking for a 
unique experience, which Kuwait fails to provide. 

In addition, onerous visa procedures restrict 
citizens of most nations, with the exception of a 
privileged few, from entering the country easily. 
Another issue related to large scale tourism 
developments is land ownership. In Kuwait, 
about 90 percent off the country’s real estate 
is owned by the government, thus any private 
sector  developments  that  require  land,  must  
secure  it  through  government  channels.  Due  to  
questionable  development  agreements  in  the  
past,  the  land  has  become  highly  politicized 
and any large land deal has to be vetted through a 
wary parliament.

Happily, in recent years, there has been a 
renewed focus on developing the tourism industry 
in Kuwait, as part of a wider push to diversify the 
economy and gradually wean the market away 
from its dependence on oil revenues. Since the 
abrupt fall in oil prices in mid-2014,  many  of  
the  GCC  nations  started  to  move  towards  
diversification,  privatization,  liberalization  and  
deregulation  in  order  to  support  long-term  
economic  growth. 

As part of this diversification process there 
was growing awareness that  development  of  
the  tourism  industry  was  central  component  
to  unshackling the economy from oil.   Hope for 
a revival in tourism is now pinned on the New 
Kuwait 2035 strategy that is expected to open up 
the country to visitors and global investments, 
especially for the proposed Silk City project across 
the Kuwait Bay in northern Kuwait, and for tourist 
projects on Failaka Island. 

The  New Kuwait plan  includes  the  reduction  
of  the  ‘red  tape’  surrounding  staring  and  
operating  a  business,  and  increased access to 
land and capital for startups. Additionally, the plan 
supports the auctioning of government  land  and  
to  engage  the  private  sector  in  the  development  
of  public  land.  The  plan  also  calls  for  increased  
privatization  to  reduce  public  sector  employment  
growth,  salaries,  and  expenditures. We hope the 
new strategy will prove a winning one for Kuwait.

Toyota claims two prestigious
titles at MECOTY awards 2019

Underlining the exceptional quality of its vehicles 
and their enduring appeal among the region’s 

drivers, Toyota has once again achieved success at the 
2019 Middle East Car of the Year (MECOTY) awards. The 
Toyota Yaris claimed the title of ‘Best Sub-compact 
Sedan,’ while the Toyota Camry was crowned ‘Best 
Midsize Sedan’ at the regional automotive sector’s 
biggest and most prestigious awards ceremony, 
which took place in Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Now in its sixth edition, the annual MECOTY awards 
are renowned as the Middle East’s most authoritative 
industry honors program. The judging panel, which 
comprised 19 highly respected independent senior 
editors from leading automotive publications in 
the region, selected the two vehicles based on a 
rigorous set of ten criteria including design and 
quality (exterior and interior); emotional appeal and 
driver satisfaction; handling and drivability; value 

for money (new purchase and resale); safety and 
durability; comfort and practicality; performance and 
capability; environmental friendliness; technological 
innovation; and regional appeal. Yugo Miyamoto, 
Chief Representative of Middle East & Central Asia 
Representative Office, Toyota Motor Corporation, said: 
“We are proud to be recognized again at one of the 
region’s biggest and most prestigious awards program 
for the automotive sector.

 These coveted titles are a true testimonial for the 
outstanding design and craftsmanship of our Toyota 
Yaris and Toyota Camry models. The new Yaris delivers 
great fuel economy, optimal performance, and fun 
driving experience and also sets fresh benchmarks 
for compact sedans, while the all-new Camry’s 
emotional design, refined interior and cutting-edge 
technology place it at the forefront of the midsize 
sedan market.” 

Ambassador of India H.E. Jeeva 
Sagar hosted a reception to 
felicitate Indian national Rajpal 

Tyagi on being conferred with the 
prestigious Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 
award by the government of India.

The reception was attended by 
an exclusive gathering of friends 
and well-wishers who joined in the 
celebrations to congratulate Mr. Tyagi 
for his accomplishment.

Addressing the guests, 
Ambassador Jeeva Sagar pointed 
out that the award was a great honor 
and a recognition by the Indian 
government of Tyagi’s contribution to 
the community.

In his emotional address, Tyagi 
expressed his utmost thanks and 
appreciation for the great honor 
bestowed on him. He recalled the 
words of his parents who urged him to 
do his country proud when he had left 
his motherland almost 40 years ago.

Indian ambassador felicitates award winner
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ICSK congratulates achievers 
at awards ceremony

IMA conducts interfaith Iftar 

ICSK (Indian Community School Kuwait) 
celebrated the academic excellence of its 

students at the AISSCE and AISSE of March 2019 
in an event titled ‘Reflections’ on 16 May. The 
program also lauded ICSK teachers for their hard 
work, sincerity, and dedication.

The program started with a prayer song 
presented by the teachers’ choir. The gathering was 
addressed and greeted by the Deputy Vice Principal 
of ICSK, Susan Rajesh and the result analysis of class 
10 and 12 for the year 2019 was presented by the 
Principal and Senior Administrator of ICSK, Dr. V 
Binumon.

The program was graced with the presence 
of the Board of Trustees of ICSK, Honorable 
Chairman Shaik Abdul Rahiman, Honorable Vice 
Chairman Vinukumar Nair, Honorable Secretary 
Azharuddin Amer Mohammed, Honorable Joint 
Secretary Agnello Antonio Sebastio Fernandes and 
Honorable Treasurer Sunkara Nooka Raju.

A token of appreciation was extended to the 
teachers wherein all the class 10 and 12 teachers 
were given awards. The toppers of class 10 of the 
ICSK Senior branch are Mahillya Mohan holding the 
first rank with a stupendous 97.2%, Alma Trisa Sunil 
who stood second with 97 % and Hiba who stood 
third with 96.6 %. While in The Khaitan Branch, 
Megha Johnson holds the first position with a huge 
99.6%, followed by Vishnu Sagar with 98.2%, and 
Neha Kunnath with the third rank securing 97.4%. 
In the Amman branch, Neha Merin stood first 

with 97.8%, Hiba and Siddharth Sunil with 96.4% 
securing the second position and Ashwin Thomas 
and Sarthak Jogiani securing the third position 
with 96.2%.

For class 12, the school toppers are Eisha 
Elizabeth (science stream) bagged the first position 
with 97.6% (Khaitan Branch), second position is held 
by Diya Thasnim Choond Thodi with 96.2%(Senior 
branch), and third position by Haneen Abdul 
Rasheed (Senior branch) with 96%.

In the Commerce stream, Rachel Lourdes 
Fernandes stood first with 95.6% (Senior branch), 
Alita Janice Quadros stood second with 95% 
(Senior branch) and Rukkayya Mustanseer stood 
third with 94.8%. In Humanities, Joe Mammen 
John secured the first position with 94.8% (Senior 
branch), Kyra Hollyn bagged the second position 
with 93.4%(Senior branch) and Shaikh Kashifa 
stood third with 92.4% (senior branch).

The branch toppers are as follows: In ICSK Senior, 
in Science stream, Diya Thasnim Choonda Thodi 
bagged first with 96.2%, Haneen Abdul Rasheed 
and Anna Bridget secured 96%. In Commerce 
stream, Rachel Lourdes stood first with 95.6%, Alita 
Janice stood second with 95% and KUkkayya M. 
Afzal and Nooreen Kaur Chadha stood third with 
94.8%. In the Humanities stream, Joe Mammen 
secured a triumphant score of 94.8 and stood 
first, Kyra Hollyn bagged the second position with 
93.4%and Shaik Kashifa secured the third place 
with 92.4%. 

Indian Muslim Association Kuwait (IMA) 
recently conducted an interfaith Iftar get-

together for Indian expatriates living in Kuwait 
to disseminate the message of Ramadan at 
the Rajdhani Palace in Khaitan.

A large number of people from different 
communities and walks of life, including 
diplomats, professors, doctors, engineers and 
ordinary people participated and appreciated 
the program. 

Shamvil Parvez, President of IMA presided 

over the function. Shaikh Abdullah Al-Hudaib, 
renowned scholar of Kuwait was chief guest 
of the occasion. 

Fahad Ahmed Khan Suri, second secretary 
(Political and commerce) at the Indian Embassy 
attended on behalf of the Indian Ambassador. 
Dr. Ram Mohan, the General Secretary of the 
Indian Doctors Forum Kuwait, appreciated the 
activities of IMA and encouraged some of the 
recent events done by IMA. 

Other dignitaries like H.E. Dr. Shamir Ally 

Ambassador of Guyana , Dr. S. Neelamani, 
Senior Research Scientist at Kuwait Institute 
for Scientific and Research, Reaven D, Souza, 
the MD of The Times Kuwait, and Khandu 
Gangadhar Shirsath, the Principal of the 
Indian Community School, Khaitan Branch 
expressed their views and appreciated the 
social, religious and cultural activities being 
carried out by IMA among the Muslims, as well 
as non-Muslims living in Kuwait.

Nisar Ahmad gave a presentation on 

the topic ‘Ramadan: A time for Reflection’ 
highlighting the importance of Ramadan and 
the Holy Quran.

Keynote Speaker, Sharfuddin Soofi, 
speaking on the topic ‘Way to communal 
harmony’  emphasized on the importance 
of unity in diversity which helps people in 
building harmony in a multi-cultural society 
such as India, where people are from different 
religions, castes and ethnicity are living 
together since centuries . 

Vehicles found infringing traffic laws  
have received a respite from being 
impounded and towed away. In a 

turnaround to what has arguably been an 
inefficient strategy, the Assistant Undersecretary 
for Operations and Traffic Affairs at the Ministry 
of Interior Major-General Jamal Al-Sayegh has 
issued a decision asking traffic officers not to 
impound ‘vehicles infringing laws’. 

Until further notice, all vehicles infringing 
laws on road worthiness, pollution control, 
illegal parking and other such traffic rule 

violations  will only be issued a citation, said a 
source at the ministry of interior .

However, the ministry sources indicated 
that this was a temporary measure aimed at 
easing traffic congestion due to security checks 
and until more efficient steps were introduced 
using digital technology. 

Ministry of interior is understood to be in 
the process of implementing a new electronic 
system that will increase the efficiency of 
issuing citations for traffic violations. The new 
fining system will include the location of the 

vehicle infringing the law as well as the action 
taken against the violation. 

Once the vehicles are impounded under the 
new system, there would be no need to visit 
police stations or get release papers from the 
traffic departments. 

The system would allow traffic violators 
whose vehicles are impounded to pay their 
fines and print out the appropriate release 
papers from the ministry’s online website. 
The new steps are in line with the framework 
to make government services more efficient 
through digitizing processes and procedures in 
various departments.

Interior ministry to stop impounding cars

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

through a transfer from Kuwait.” Barpeta police 
also arrested the businessman from his residence 
after he admitted to facilitating the so-called ‘hawala’ 
deal.  Hawala is a term across south-east Asia to 
denote the illegal transfer of money across borders 
through a clandestine network of middle-men and 
couriers working in different countries. A sender 
living abroad pays the transaction amount in foreign 
currency to the local hawala dealer in that country, 
who then facilities for its delivery in the recipient’s 
country in local currency for a fixed commission. The 

system has in the past been implicated for funding 
a whole host of illegal activities including terrorism.

Police pointed out that since December 2018 
the cleric had made three separate deposits for a 
total of rupees 2,800,000 in the university’s banking 
account “The defendant was not able to tell us 
where the money came from and the nature of its 
expenditure,” said the SP.

The police have not ruled out that Nurul Islam 
was spending the illegally obtained money on 
what he called “anti-social activities,” adding that 
investigations were continuing in this regard.

Hawala transaction from Kuwait...
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Slovakia, right in the heart of Europe, is a land of castles and 
mountains, filled with breathtaking places, mesmerizing 
views and enthralling activities. Whether you are a solo 

traveler, a group of friends or a family with children, everyone 
will find something wonderful about the country. There are 
many compelling aspects in almost every village, town, and 
valley, ranging from unique castles, caves, hot springs, European 
Dead Sea, famous Celtic town and European wilderness. Slovakia 
boasts many wonderful attractions including ancient castles, 
Christmas markets, and the Old Bratislava town.  You also do not 
want to miss out on trying a traditional Slovakia cuisine. 

The High Tatras, the main attraction in Europe, is the tallest 
range in the Carpathian Mountains which occupy a near-mythic 
place in Slovak hearts. Instantly recognizable, they are often 
referred to as ‘miniature Alps’. In winter, snow transforms hiking 
trails into ski areas, mostly small and family-friendly. Aside from 
skiing, there is hiking across the valleys of the mountain range 
or climbing to the crooked summit of Mount Kriváň (2495m). 
Twenty-five peaks reach higher than 2500m and the tallest 
mountains is an attractive feat for most hikers. Many adventurers 
also explore the High Tatras’ waterfalls, alpine meadows and 
more than 100 ultramarine lakes. 

Other great activities include browsing the folk art centers of 
Bratislava, canoeing your way down the Little Danube or visiting 
the wooden churches in rural villages
Here are the best places to visit across Slovakia. 

Bratislava: Also referred to as the Beauty on the Danube not 
only boasts interesting history but is the center of the most 
dynamically developing region of central Europe at present. 
The small city in Bratislava possesses a throbbing social life and 
historic charms combined with the most recent trends. Palaces, 
modern shopping and trade centers, famous for the Gothic 
cathedral, and various international cultural or sport events, in 
addition to exhibitions are the reasons why it is worth a visit. The 
spindle-shaped Hlavné námestie square of Košice is the heart 
of the town and rightly considered one of the most beautiful 
squares in Slovakia. 

Trenčín: One of Slovakia’s eight regional seats, Trencin in western 
Slovakia is one of the country’s most picturesque towns, with 
its distinguishing castle dominating the historical center from 
above. Restaurants and shops, and the town’s grandest hotel, 
cluster around the town square. The castle itself, regarded as one 
of Slovakia’s most significant, can easily make for an outing lasting 
up to the better part of a day.  The hills and valleys around Trencin 
make for pleasant outings by foot or bicycle. A few minutes away 
in a wooded dale is the spa town of Trencianske Teplice, the 
empire’s most famous spa in the 14th century and still thriving 
today thanks to its hot mineral springs and mud.

The Caves of the Slovak Karst: The Caves of Aggtelek Karst and 
Slovak Karst are outstanding for the large number of complex, 
diverse and relatively intact caves concentrated into a relatively 

small area. Located at the north-eastern border of Hungary 
and the south-eastern border of Slovakia, this is an exceptional 
collection of 712 caves. 

The most significant cave system in the property is that of 
Baradla-Domica, a cross-border network richly decorated with 
stalagmites and stalactites. Also worth mentioning is the Dobsina 
Ice Cave, one of the most beautiful in the world. Among the ice-
filled caves in the property, the Silica Ice Cave in the Slovak Karst 
National is located at the lowest latitude within the temperate 
climatic zone, and is an UNESCO natural wonder. 

Piešťany: This It is the largest and most successful Slovak spa 
specializing in the therapy of diseases of locomotion apparatus. Hot 
mineral springs (67°-69°C) with the content of 1,500 mg of mineral 
substances per liter and sulphuric medicinal mud have stimulated 
the development of the spa industry and building of therapeutic 
facilities. The self-reproducing deposits of the medicinal mud as the 
product of the joint activity of mineral springs and river sediments 
of the Váh river are a remarkable phenomenon. The unique mud 
of Piešťany has an exceptional therapeutic effect on rheumatic 
disorders and some neurological disorders and it is applied in the 
form of mud wrappings and so-called mire.

Spiš Castle: A National Cultural Monument, it is one of the largest 
castle compounds in Central Europe, and was included in 
the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1993. Construction of the 
medieval castle on a travertine hill dates back to the beginning 
of the 12th century. The oldest written reference to the castle is 
from 1120. At the beginning it was a boundary fort placed at the 
northern frontier of an early feudal Old Hungarian state. 

Košice: Equal parts pretty and gritty, Košice captures attention 
with its old town filled with Gothic towers, medieval bastions and 
baroque sculpture. The pride of Eastern Slovakia’s largest city is its 
central square, which boasts the country’s greatest concentration 
of historic monuments.

Slovenský Raj National Park: Slovenský Raj’s rocky plateaus, 
primeval forests and interlacing streams form some of Slovakia’s 
most picturesque hiking terrain. Treks often involve scaling metal 
ladders or balancing on footbridges above waterfalls. Some 

people enjoy the ice-cold river water while others prefer the 
views: cliffs giving way to forests and fog-filled valleys, and soft 
meadows.

Ždiar: Nudging against the Poland–Slovakia border is the 
straggling village of Ždiar. The farmers, coal miners and 
woodcutters who established it in the 16th century could 
scarcely have foreseen the starry future of this mountain village: 
today it is immensely popular with hikers and cyclists, and every 
other log building is a guesthouse or restaurant.

Banská Bystrica: Though Banská Bystrica seldom graces the 
itineraries of foreign visitors, its WWII history is reason enough 
to visit this pretty town south of Veľká Fatra National Park. To 
Slovaks, ‘BB’ is best known for its history of anti-fascist revolt and 
its headline attraction is a saucer-shaped museum devoted to 
the Slovak national uprising.

SLOVAKIA

When is the ideal time to visit Slovakia?
Slovakia sees scorching summers and chilly winters: to 
avoid the extremes of temperature, travel during spring 
or autumn when the mountains are perfect for hiking and 
there is plenty of seasonal color about. The winter is ideal 
skiing season in the Carpathians, although in the rest of the 
country some tourist attractions may be closed. Bratislava is 
bustling all year round.

Slovakia accommodation
Hotels can be found throughout the towns and cities and in 
ski resorts. There are plenty of campsites in Slovakia, usually 
accompanied by a lido. Mountain hotels are also popular and 
expensive. Private apartments and family-run guesthouses 
are inexpensive and cozy.

Currency: Euro
Time: CET (UTC+1)
Language: Slovak

An enchanting adventure
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Paris offers the largest concentration of 
tourist attractions in France, and possibly 
in Europe. Besides some of the world’s 

most famous museums, it has a vibrant historic 
city center, a beautiful riverscape, an extensive 
range of historic monuments, including 
cathedrals, chapels and palaces, plus one of the 
most famous nightlife scenes in the world.

Attractions
The Eiffel tower: Take the lift to the top, for a 
spectacular panorama of Paris. The tower is 317 
metres high, over 1,000 ft.

Notre Dame Cathedral: One of the finest 
gothic cathedrals in Europe. Climb the 400 
steps to the top of the towers (included in Paris 
Museum pass). 

La Sainte Chapelle: Thirteenth century royal 
chapel, with remarkable stained glass windows. 
(included in Paris Museum pass).

The Arc de Triomphe: The largest triumphal 
arch in the world, commissioned by Napoleon. 

Another place with spectacular views over 
Paris. (included in Paris Museum pass).

Montmartre, and the Sacré Coeur: Narrow 
streets, filled with artists, round the 19th 
century basilica on top of a hill on the north 
edge of Paris.

Les Champs Elysées: One of the most 
famous streets in the world, a broad tree-lined 
boulevard. Enjoy a drink on a pavement café, 
but watch the prices.

Seine river boats (les bateaux mouche): 
Take a trip on one of the famous Seine river 
boats, and see Paris from the river. 

Les Invalides: A fine military museum, 
containing the tomb of Napoleon, and a 
remarkable collection of historic models of 
French cities.

Sainte-Chapelle: In the Palais de Justice on 
the Ile de la Cité, Sainte-Chapelle is considered a 
rare jewel of the Middle Ages. This masterpiece 
of High Gothic architecture was built from 1242 

to 1248 for King Louis IX (Saint Louis) to house 
the precious Christian relics, which he had 
acquired from the Byzantine Emperor.

Luxembourg Gardens: The Luxembourg 
Gardens are the best known park in Paris after 
the Tuileries. The gardens were laid out in the 
17th century when the Palais du Luxembourg 
was built, but they were given their present 
form in the 19th century by the architect J.F. 
Chalgrin. The central feature of the park is the 
large octagonal pond with a fountain, flanked 
by two elegant terraces lined with statues. 

Sacré-Coeur and Quartier Montmartre: 
Sitting at the highest point in Paris like an 
ornamental decoration, the Basilique Sacré-
Coeur has a special aura. Its alabaster facade 
blends Romanesque and Byzantine styles, 
and from far away, it looks like a wedding cake 
(which is its nickname). Inside the Basilica, the 
striking mosaic of Christ with a flaming heart 
gives the sanctuary an emotional and spiritual 
intensity, fitting for a church that was created as 
a symbol of hope after the Franco-Prussian War.

Panthéon: Originally built as a church, the 
Panthéon is the national memorial and 
burial-place of France’s great men. In 1756, 

King Louis XV commissioned the architect 
Jacques-Germain Soufflot (1713-80) to build 
a new church on the site of the ruined abbey 
of Sainte-Geneviève, and the church was 
completed in 1790.

Place Vendome: This graceful square was 
laid out by Jules Hardouin-Mansart, one of the 
leading architects of the ‘Grand Siècle’ under 
King Louis XIV. Originally, the square was called 
Place Louis le Grand. 

Les Invalides: The Hôtel des Invalides was 
founded as a home for disabled soldiers. Before 
the time of Louis XIV disabled soldiers received 
medical care, if at all, in hospitals or monasteries, 
but were usually reduced to begging. With the 
Hôtel des Invalides the ‘Sun King’ founded the 
first home for men that became disabled while 
serving in his armies. 

La Conciergerie: Never mind the inviting 
name, this medieval fortress is the infamous 
prison of the French Revolution. Here, prisoners 
including Marie-Antoinette and Robespierre 
were kept in dank cells while awaiting their 
fate. The Conciergerie was originally part of the 
medieval palace of the Capetian kings and is 
now a museum.

PARIS
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UK suffers UN defeat
over Chagos Islands

United Nations General Assembly voted with an 
overwhelmingly majority of 116 to 6 votes to condemn the 

UK’s continued occupation of the Chagos Islands in the Indian 
Ocean that is claimed by Mauritius. The majority resolution is a 
humiliating defeat for the UK’s policy of continuing to occupy 
what was once its former colonial territories.  

The Chagos Islands, a colonial legacy of the former British 
Empire and currently home to to the US military base of Diego 
Garcia, were separated from the former British territory of Mauritius 
during decolonization in 1968. The separation of territory was 
in direct violation of United Nations resolutions banning the 
dismemberment of colonial territories before independence.

The favorable but non-binding resolution by nearly all UN-
member states endorses an earlier decision by the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) that the separation was illegal and calling 
for the UK to return the islands to Mauritius within six months. 
The only support for the UK came from Australia, Hungary, Israel, 
Maldives and the US.

Speaking after the vote, the Prime Minister of Mauritius, 
Pravind Jugnauth said. “This is a decisive and unambiguous vote 
that the decolonization of Mauritius is not complete and will not 
be complete until the Chagos Islands are returned to their original 
owners. This is a sacrosanct principle of the United Nations.” 

The entire Chagos Islands population was expelled and 
prevented from returning as part of the separation process, a 
situation the UK has since said “was shameful and wrong.”

In the 1980s, the UK paid about $5.2 million to more than 1,300 
evicted islanders on the condition they sign or place a thumbprint 
on a form renouncing their right to return to the archipelago.

Karen Pierce, the UK’s representative to the UN, said after the 
vote that London “is not in doubt about our sovereignty over 
the British Indian Ocean Territory.”  She added that Mauritius had 
recognized British control over the Chagos archipelago in the 
past, something the current government has acknowledged but 
argues was done under “duress.”

p p p p p

Rush of climbers to scale 
world’s tallest peak 

Mount Everest is witnessing a record number of climbers this 
climbing season as they attempt to reach the summit of 

the world’s highest mountain. 
A long queue of climbers numbering more than 200 has 

formed near the summit of Mount Everest waiting their turn to 
try and climb the 8,848-meter peak. Taking advantage of clear 
weather during the past week, climber are attempting to reach 
the summit from both the Nepal and Chinese side of Mount 
Everest. Climbing teams often line up for hours as they await 
their turn to attempt reaching the top, while risking frostbite 
and altitude sickness in the process. Expedition organizers have 
reported two more deaths on the world’s highest mountain on 
Thursday, with an Indian and an American becoming the latest 
fatalities. The deaths take the toll on Everest to four this season, 
after an Indian climber died last week and an Irish mountaineer 

is presumed dead after he slipped and fell close to the summit.
Ever since New Zealander Edmund Hillary and Nepali Tenzing 

Norgay made the first ascent of Everest in 1953 there has been 
a steady stream of climbers looking to scale the world’s highest 
peak. Nepal has so far issued a record 381 permits this year. 
With each permit for this climbing season costing US$11,000, 
mountaineering is proving a profitable business for the Himalayan 
nation. 

Potential climbers of Everest are escorted by a Nepali guide, 
which means that this year more than 760 climbers will tread the 
same path to the top in the coming weeks. In addition, at least 
140 others have been granted permits to scale Everest from the 
northern flank in Tibet, according to expedition operators. This 
could take the total past last year’s record of 807 people reaching 
the summit.

Many Himalayan mountains - including Everest - are at peak 
climbing season, with the window of good weather between late 
April and the end of May.

p p p p p

World’s widest suspension 
bridge opens in Egypt

The world’s widest suspension bridge was opened to the 
public in Egypt on Wednesday. The Rod Al-Farag Axis Bridge 

across the Nile, located just north of central Cairo, was opened 
by Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi in a grand ceremony 
witnessed by ministers generals and the public.

At its widest, the bridge has six traffic lanes in each direction 
and measures 67.3 meters  across. A regional director for the 
Guinness Book of World Records who was present at the opening 
said that makes it the world’s widest suspension bridge.

Around one million cubic meters of concrete as well as 
1,400km f steel wire for 160 suspension cables were used in its 
construction, according to a presentation given at the formal 
opening.

The bridge crosses the Nile’s Warraq Island, which has an 
estimated 100,000 residents, some of whom have protested 
against planned demolitions on the island and plans to develop 
it into a “modern residential community”.

On an inspection visit to the suspension bridge last month, 
President Sisi denied reports the island could be sold to investors 
and said the state could not forcefully evict residents. Other 
prestige projects launched under Sisi include an expansion of the 
Suez Canal, completed in 2015, and the building of a new capital 
in the desert east of Cairo that is currently under construction. 

p p p p p

Fly New York to London in 
90 minutes in a hypersonic jet

Aerospace company Hermeus has unveiled plans to develop 
an aircraft that could travel at speeds of up to Mach 5 

— cutting  Flying time from New York to London could be 
reduced from the seven hours now to less than 90 minutes, if a 
revolutionary new jet is allowed to take off. Using a cutting-edge 
propulsion technology, Hermeus, a US-based aviation company 
has unveiled plans to develop an aircraft capable of traveling at 
speeds of up to Mach 5. This speed of roughly 6,116 km per hour, 
would make the airline more than three times faster than the 

erstwhile Concorde, which was billed as the fastest commercial 
jet when it entered service in 1976.

Hermeus announced new funding led by Khosla Ventures 
for developing a range of technologies to make the futuristic 
jet a reality, saying it would need just 10 years to finalize the 
development. “We aim to revolutionize the global transportation 
infrastructure, bringing it from the equivalent of dial-up into the 
broadband era by radically increasing the speed of travel over 
long distances,” said co-founder and CEO A.J. Piplica. 

The primary materials said to be used by Hermeus include 
titanium, and the propulsion system will be powered by a 
turbine-based, combined cycle engine.

The Concorde, which flew for only 27 years before being 
retired because of viability issues, is only one of two supersonic 
jets that entered commercial service; the other is the  Tupolev 
Tu-144 developed by Soviet -era Russia, and saw service for nine 
years starting in 1968.

Hypersonic flight is defined as travel at greater than five times 
the speed of sound and is one of the aerospace industry’s most 
promising areas of development, in part because of its military 
applications. “Hermeus is developing an aircraft that not only 
improves the aviation experience with very reduced flight times 
but also has the potential to have great societal and economic 
impact,” said Vinod Khosla, founder of Khosla Ventures.

p p p p p

Getting the name right

You might think that when it comes to getting a name right, 
it is a pretty straight-forward process. But apparently it is not 

so. Just ask the Japanese foreign ministry about how long they 
have been trying to get the foreign media and others outside 
Japan to get the name of the country’s prime minister right.

Japanese Foreign Minister  
Taro Kono (or Kono Taro) has 
now issued a request to the 
English-speaking world to get 
it right going forward. Basically, 
instead of being referred to as 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, he 
should be called Abe Shinzo as 
is customary in the Japanese 
language. “As many news 
organizations write Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and South Korean President Moon Jae-in (in 
the family name, first name order), it is desirable for Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s name to be written in a similar manner,” said Mr. 
Kono (or should we say, Mr. Taro)

While the practice of putting the family name first in Japan 
has been customary in the 19th to early 20th centuries, for over 
a hundred years, Japanese names have been written in English 
with the family name last.

While the government is promoting the change, a poll 
revealed that 34.9 percent of Japanese preferred surname-first 
in English, while 30.6 percent preferred given-name first and 
another 29.6 percent were fine either way.

p p p p p

US President snubs Congress with 
multi-billion arms sale to Gulf allies

Sweeping aside congressional objections, US President Trump 
cited a national emergency because of tensions with Iran 

to authorize the sale of arms worth an estimated US$8 billion to 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. 

Announcement of the move to congressional committees by 
the Trump administration has infuriated lawmakers in Congress 
who are vexed that the president has once again trampled long-
standing precedents, this time by circumventing congressional 
review of major weapons sales. 

Members of Congress, including several Republicans, had 
been blocking sales of offensive military equipment to Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates for months, protesting the 
huge civilian toll from alliances air campaign in Yemen, as well as 
alleged human rights abuses by Saudi Arabia. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo said in a statement that US partners in the Middle 
East needed the contracts to be completed to help deter Iran, 
and that the decision to circumvent Congress was meant to be a 
“one-time event.” 

In documents sent to Congress, Pompeo listed a wide range 
of products and services that would be provided to the countries. 
They include Raytheon precision-guided munitions (PGMs), support 
for Boeing Co F-15 aircraft, and Javelin anti-tank missiles, which are 
made by Raytheon and Lockheed Martin Corp. Other companies 
that will benefit include General Electric, now cleared to sell engines 
for use in F-16 fighter jets operated by the UAE and the US unit of 
French firm Thales, which was cleared to sell a fuzing system for 
Paveway IV precision guided bombs to Britain and the UAE.
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Role of nature and nurture in obesity, diabetes

Nature versus nurture is a phrase 
with which many of us are familiar. 
Our genes (nature) are responsible 

for many of our traits, but environmental 
influences (nurture) also have a role to play. 

When it comes to obesity and type 2 
diabetes, the general conviction is that 
consistently consuming more calories than 
what we burn each day, leads to weight gain 
and obesity, both of which predisposes us 
to develop type 2 diabetes. But when we 

change our lifestyle and lose weight, our fat 
cells and pancreas usually recover.

 However, this simplistic explanation 
raises more questions that have been left 
unanswered. For example, why do some 
people lose weight more quickly than others, 
even if they follow the same diet or exercise 
regimen? Why do some people develop type 
2 diabetes while others do not, even when 
their genetic risk is similar?

Researchers now believe that epigenetics, 
a relatively new branch of genetics, could 
hold the answer. Epigenitics is the study 
of changes in gene function without any 
alterations to the genetic code, or genome 
itself. Gene function is determined by the 
genetic  information stored in the DNA as 
long complex sequence of four bases — 
adenine, guanine, thymine and cytosine.  

DNA methylation is a type of epigenetic 
modification that occurs when small 
chemical tags called methyl groups attach 
to cytosine bases in the DNA code. This 
methylation switches a gene off. We inherit 
some epigenetic markers from our parents, 

but many occur spontaneously and change 
during our lifetime, fashioning each of us with 
a unique epigenome.

Recently, researchers from Lund University 
in Sweden reviewed studies with human 
participants that investigated how DNA 
methylation contributes to obesity and 
type 2 diabetes. When comparing the DNA 
methylation sites in pancreatic islets — the 
structures that produce insulin — from 
people with type 2 diabetes and those 
without the condition, the study identified 
nearly 26,000 regions that were different 
between the two groups. It is unclear at this 
point whether these changes are the cause or 
effect of type 2 diabetes.

The researchers found that a 5-day high-
fat diet overfeeding, mimicking the diet seen 
in many obese people, changed both the 
gene expression and methylation patterns 
in human skeletal muscle and adipose tissue.  
Equally important, they discovered that it 
was easier to induce methylation changes 
by overfeeding than to reverse them by a 
control diet.

They found that exercise also affects the 
epigenome. Both single sessions and long-
term exercise changed DNA methylation 
in skeletal muscle and fat, but the gene 
targets were different. This could explain 
why different people respond differently 
to exercise. As we age, our epigenome 
continues to alter, pointing the finger at aging 
as also another  driving factor in epigenetic 
changes.

The researchers suggest that using DNA 
methylation at known risk sites in the genome 
as biomarkers could be used to help identify 
those individuals at higher risk of developing 
obesity and type 2 diabetes, and then using 
pharmacological agents to change the 
methylation pattern.

While the debate on whether nature 
or nurture is behind obesity and type 2 
diabetes remains unresolved, it is important 
to remember that DNA methylation is only 
one type of epigenetic modification. With 
the research field slowly emerging from 
its infancy, there are bound to be some 
interesting discoveries on the horizon. 

Researchers at Yale University in the US have 
honed in on low humidity as a key reason why 

people are more likely to get sick and even die from 
flu during winter months.

While it is known that cold temperatures and low 
humidity can promote transmission of the flu virus, 
less is understood about the effect of decreased 
humidity on the immune system’s defenses against 
flu infection.

The Yale research team explored the question 
using mice genetically modified to resist viral 
infection as humans do. The mice were all housed in 
chambers at the same temperature, but with either 
low or normal humidity. They were then exposed to 
the influenza A virus.

The researchers found that low humidity 
hindered the immune response of the animals in 
three ways. It prevented cilia, which are hair-like 
structures in airways cells, from removing viral 

particles and mucus. It also reduced the ability of 
airway cells to repair damage caused by the virus in 
the lungs. The third mechanism involved interferons, 
or signaling proteins released by virus-infected cells 
to alert neighboring cells to the viral threat. In the 
low-humidity environment, this innate immune 
defense system failed.

The study offers insight into why the flu is more 
prevalent when the air is dry. If the findings in mice 
hold up in humans, the study could provide a 
possible mechanism underlying the seasonal nature 
of flu disease.

While the researchers emphasized that humidity 
is not the only factor in flu outbreaks, it is an 
important one that should be considered during the 
winter season. Increasing water vapor in the air with 
humidifiers at home, school, work, and even hospital 
environments is a potential strategy to reduce flu 
symptoms and speed recovery.

Low humidity decreases 
defense against flu viruses

Diagnosing and treating
disease non-invasively

The ability to diagnose diseases and 
perform incredibly precise surgery 

without cutting the skin is something that 
patients and doctors worldwide would no 
doubt  welcome. Now researchers at the 
University of British Columbia in Canada 
say they have developed a specialized 
microscope capable of doing exactly that.

The technology allows doctors to scan 
tissue quickly, and when they observe a 
suspicious or abnormal cell structure, they 
can perform ultra-precise surgery and 
selectively treat the unwanted or diseased 
structure within the tissue, without cutting 
into the skin.

The device is a specialized version of a 

multiphoton excitation microscope, which 
allows imaging of living tissue up to about one 
millimeter in depth using an ultrafast infrared 
laser beam. In addition to this scanning 
feature, the newly developed microscope is 
also able to treat the tissue by intensifying the 
heat produced by the same laser.

When applied to treating diseases of 
the skin, the microscope allows medical 
professionals to pinpoint the exact location 
of the abnormality, diagnose it and treat 
it instantly. It could be used to treat any 
structure of the body that is reached by 
light and that requires extremely precise 
treatment, including nerves or blood vessels 
in the skin, eye, brain or other vital structures.

The device can alter the pathway of 
blood vessels without impacting any of the 
surrounding vessels or tissues. This could be 
revolutionary in diagnosing and scanning 
diseases like skin cancer, said the scientists 
behind the new product.

The researchers have now partnered with 
several UBC departments to develop different 
versions of the technology. Exploration 
includes developing a miniature version 
that could be used to perform microscopic 
examinations and treatment during 
endoscopy — a non-surgical procedure 
used to examine a person’s digestive tract 
using a flexible tube with a light and camera 
attached to it, called an endoscope.
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Modi sweeps back to power
INDIA

Lifted by a ‘tsunami’ of public support 
Narendra Modi swept back to power 
on Thursday when results to the 2019 

General Elections were announced. Led by 
Mr. Modi the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
surpassed its stunning performance in 2014, 
by winning 303 seats on its own and assuring 
another five-year term for the incumbent 
prime minister.

The main opposition alliance, headed by 
Rahul Gandhi’s Congress party, limped to a 
pathetic tally of 50, and even with support 
from its allies, will be able to send only 93 
lawmakers to parliament. Adding to the 
personal humiliation for the Congress party 
was the fact that party president Rahul 
Gandhi lost in the family bastion of Amethi  
constituency. 

Interestingly, the Congress president did 
manage to win convincingly from another 
constituency in Kerala, where he could not 
speak a single word in the local language.  
This fact alone speaks volumes about 
representational democracy in India.

But then, representing the country is a 
Herculean task. To put the logistics of the 
Indian elections in perspective, the 900 
million eligible Indian voters represent a voter 
base larger than the combined population 
of the United States, Indonesia and Brazil 
— the third, fourth and fifth most populous 
countries in the world.

The 84 million new voters that were eligible 
to vote this year surpasses the population of 
all European countries, excluding Russia. Only 
considering the 15 million new voters aged 
18 and 19, would place this electoral cohort 

above the population of all GCC countries, 
excluding Saudi Arabia.

And, monitoring the 1,035,918 polling 
stations would necessitate more than twice 
the number of public sector employees In 
Kuwait. On a wry note, there are a total of 543 
seats in the Indian parliament. In Kuwait, we 
are aware of the antics by just 50 lawmakers ; 
now just imagine ten times that number and 
you begin to get a picture of what a regular 
Indian parliamentary session can turn into. 
Representing the people of India is obviously 
not an easy task. 

In an acknowledgment of  the people’s 
power, Mr. Modi said, “This election was 
fought not by politicians but the people 
of this country - but it’s the people of this 
country who have emerged victorious.” 
Speaking before thousands of cheering 

supporters at the BJP’s headquarters in Delhi 
following his party’s victory, Mr. Modi said,”We 
will never give up our ideals, our humility and 
our culture.” He added in a tweet, “Thank 
you India! The faith placed in our alliance is 
humbling and gives us strength to work even 
harder to fulfill people’s aspirations.“

The resounding success of the BJP owes 
much to Mr. Modi electioneering style and 
his ability to convert the bruising election 
campaign in a  presidential-style poll, where 
he was pitted against an ineffectual coterie 
of politicians of different political hues. 
Voters were easily convinced that there was 
only one man worthy of consideration in the 
leadership role.

Opposition unity proved to be a chimera, 
despite lofty talk of a grand alliance and a third 
front alternative to the BJP and Congress, the 

opposition failed to stop the saffron surge. 
The BJP’s first-ever victory in 18 of 42 seats 
of West Bengal brought the right-wing to 
what was once the bastion of the Left and 
had since become the power base for a third-
front opposition led by Mamata Banerjee of 
the All India Trinamool Congress. The rout of 
the Communist Party  in its last remaining 
strong-hold of Kerala, has now left the Left 
out in the cold.

Regional parties in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
made a desperate last attempt to stop the 
BJP by forging alliances, as did the Congress 
in Maharashtra and Karnataka, but nothing it 
appears could stop the well-oiled rolling of 
the BJP juggernaut.

According to political analyst Soutik 
Biswas, this election was all about Narendra 
Modi. He should have faced some anti-
incumbent feeling. Joblessness has risen to a 
record high, farm incomes have plummeted 
and industrial production has slumped. Many 
Indians had been hit hard by the currency 
ban (also known as demonetisation), which 
was designed to flush out undeclared 
wealth, and there were complaints about 
what critics said was a poorly designed and 
complicated uniform sales tax. The results 
prove that people did not hold any of this 
against Mr. Modi.

A combination of nationalist rhetoric, 
subtle religious polarization, national security 
and a slew of welfare programs helped 
the BJP coast to an unambiguous  second 
consecutive victory, and won Narendra Modi 
the keys to lead the world’s largest democracy 
for another five years.

Theresa May steps 
down over Brexit

For three years Theresa May had valiantly fought 
off challenges to her policies and decisions  not 

just from the opposition but even more so from her 
own party. On Friday, she decided to finally call it a 
day and end her tortuous tenure as prime minister.

“I will shortly leave the job that it has been the 
honor of my life to hold,” she said outside Downing 
Street, her voice quivering with emotion. She will 
now quit as Conservative leader on 7 June, paving 
the way for a contest to decide a new prime minister.

In an emotional acknowledgment of what had 
become her political nemesis, she said that she had 
done her best to deliver Brexit and it was a matter 
of “deep regret” that she had been unable to do so.

Mrs May said she would continue to serve as PM 
while a Conservative leadership contest took place. 
The party said it hoped a new leader could be in 
place by the end of July. This means Mrs. May will 
be around as prime minister during the upcoming 
controversial visit to the UK by US President Donald 
Trump, which is slated for early June. 

Mrs May said she would step down as Tory leader 
on 7 June and had agreed with the chairman of Tory 
back-benchers that the contest to replace her should 
begin the following week.

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt has become the 
latest MP to say that he will run, joining Boris Johnson, 
Esther McVey and Rory Stewart. More than a dozen 

other MPs are believed to be seriously considering 
entering the contest.

The ‘Et tu Brut, then die Ceasar’ style of parting 
by the prime minister underlined once again that 
in politics you very rarely have any true friends. 
Throughout her tenure, she has had to confront 
more stabs from her own colleagues than from the 
opposition

Finding a solution to the Tories’ decades-long 
internal conflcitover Europe was always perhaps 
beyond just one leader, let alone one in the mold 
of Mrs. May. There is no denying that the Tory 
bickering got worse and more acrimonious under 
her stewardship, but she had far too few friends she 
could rely on to help heal the wounds.

In her statement on Saturday, Mrs. May said she 
had done “everything I can” to convince MPs to 
support the withdrawal deal she had negotiated 
with the European Union but it was now in the “best 
interests of the country for a new prime minister to 
lead that effort”.

She added that, in order to deliver Brexit, her 
successor would have to build agreement in Parliament. 
“Such a consensus can only be reached if those on all 
sides of the debate are willing to compromise,” she 
said. Whatever the verdict on the tenure as prime 
minister, no one can deny that she did her very best to 
lead the country she thought best.



15
The Times Kuwait              26 May - 01 June, 2019
www.timeskuwait.com

Publisher & Editor-In-Chief
Tareq Yousuf Al-Shumaimry

Managing Editor
Reaven D’Souza

P O Box 5141, Safat 13052, Kuwait
Tel : 24814404, 24810109
Fax : 24834815
Email : infotimeskuwait@gmail.com
Printed in: Al Khat Printing Press Co.tareq@timeskuwait.com reaven1@gmail.com

KUWAIT’S PREMIER WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE

www.timeskuwait.com        @timeskuwait        @thetimesq8       @thetimeskuwait

TECHNOLOGY

On Thursday, Japanese tech firm 
Panasonic and the UK chip-designer 
ARM became the latest to hop on 

to bandwagon of a growing number of 
companies disassociating with  Chinese 
technology conglomerate Huawei. Earlier 
in the week, Google had announced that 
it would no longer continue to support the  
Android operating system used on Huawei 
devices.

The year obviously got off to a bad start for 
Huawei with the US government continuing 
to seek the extradition from Canada on fraud 
charges the company’s CFO Meng Wanzhou, 
the daughter of founder and CEO Ren 
Zhengfei. Then telecommunication carriers 
in the US pulled out of deals to provide 
Huawei phones to their customers and soon 
tech firms were scrambling to scale  back 
their involvement in the 5G communications 
ecosystem being offered by Huawei.

At the heart of the tiff between the US 
and Huawei is the belief by many in the 
US government and in the intelligence 
community that the firm is just a front for 
intelligence gathering on behalf of the 
Chinese government. The company has been 
accused of undermining  US national security 
and posing cybersecurity and privacy risks for 
American customers.

Adding another twist to the vise to increase 
pressure on Huawei, the US Commerce 
Department has now placed the Chinese 
company and its affiliates on the ‘Entity List. 
This listing prohibits US companies, and 
those using technology and components 
from US companies, from selling technology 
to Huawei without prior approval from the US 
government.

In response to this listing many US 
companies have begun cutting off their 
association with the Chinese tech giant. 
Google, announced last week that it would 

remove Huawei from its official Android 
licensing program.  

Huawei will now have to use the Android 
Open Source Project (AOSP), which would 
then cut the company off from critical 
Google apps and services that consumers 
outside of China expect on Android devices. 
That also means Huawei will only be able to 
push security updates for Android once they 
are made available in AOSP, assuming the 
company uses its own update system. 

In a brief relief for Huawei customers, the 
US Commerce Department has granted a 90-
day reprieve during which users will still have 
access to Google software updates. A Google 
spokesperson pointed out that “Google Play 
and the security protections from Google 
Play Protect will continue to function on 
existing Huawei devices.” So while existing 
Huawei phones around the world will not be 
immediately impacted by the decision, the 
future of updates for those phones, as well 
as any new phones Huawei would produce 
remains in question.

Microsoft, which has so far remained 
silent on whether it will prevent the Chinese 
company from obtaining Windows licenses, 
could soon join the chorus of companies 
exiting partnerships with Huawei. Being 
pushed out off the all-pervading Android 
system by Google, and potentially out of 
Windows by Microsoft, could be a huge blow 
to Huawei, the second largest mobile phone 
maker in the world after Samsung.

Going forward, the ban on selling 
American technology to Huawei could have 
serious implications on the Chinese firm’s 
future, since many of its consumer products 
rely on core components and technology that 
are sourced from US or allied manufacturers.

For instance, some of the components 
used in Huawei’s latest flagship smartphone 
the P30 Pro, include among others, US 
Corning glass that covers its front and back, 
flash storage from US ech firm Micron, and 
networking components from US companies 
that allow the phone to connect to 3G and 
LTE networks. 

Although Huawei says it has developed 
an Android and Windows replacement of its 
own and is supposedly ready to implement 
it at short notice, nevertheless, the company 
could find it difficult to find replacements to 
the US components it is denied access to, and 
would probably struggle to get the new parts 
to work with its own operating system.

Tech companies distance 
themselves from Huawei

Many people already use Google 
Maps to help them find their way, 
or even to help find their vehicles, 

but this popular app from the search giant 
can also help other people find you.

An often overlooked feature on Google 
Maps  can easily assist others in finding you. 
The ability to share real-time whereabouts 
with someone so they can see exactly 
where you are, even if you are moving and 
then navigate to your location, could come 
in handy on any number of occasion. From 
pinpointing your location during a disaster, to 
meeting up with someone at a rendezvous, 
or seeing the travel progress and arrival of 
someone you are scheduled to meet, the 
app could prove to be really helpful.  

Here’s how simple it is to let someone find 
you with Google Maps
• When you want someone to be able to 

track your location:

• Open the Maps app on your Android 
or iOS device.

Google Maps to help someone find you

• Tap the blue dot, which represents your current 
location, then select ‘Share location’ from 
the menu that appears. (If it is your first time 
using Maps, your phone may prompt you to 
authorize the app to access your contacts before 
continuing).

• If you want to share your location for only a 
specific amount of time, select the ‘1 hour’ 
option, and then use the plus and minus 
buttons to increase or decrease the time as 
needed. If you want to share your location 
indefinitely — until you manually turn it off — 

select the ‘Until you turn this off’ option.
• On Android devices, select the person with 

whom you want to share your location from the 
list of suggested contacts or select an app (like 
Gmail or Messages) to send a private link. You can 
also opt to copy the link to your system clipboard 
and then paste it wherever you like.

• On an iPhone, tap ‘Select People’ to choose a 
person from your contacts, select ‘Message’ to 
send a private link to someone in your messaging 
app, or select ‘More’ to send a private link via 
another communication service. Your phone may 
prompt you to give Maps ongoing access to your 
location before it moves forward.

• If you share your location within Maps itself — by 
selecting a contact as opposed to sending a link 
via an external app — the person with whom you 
are sharing your location will get a notification 
on their phone. In addition, when you select 
‘Location sharing’ in Maps’ side menu, you will 
see an icon on top for both you and the person 
you are sharing with. Select the person’s icon, and 
a bar at the bottom of the screen will let you stop 
sharing, share your location again, or request the 
person share their location with you.

To manually stop Maps from sharing your location:
Open the Maps app, and look for the ‘Sharing your 
location’ bar at the bottom of the screen. Tap the ‘x’ 
next to the line that says how and for how long your 
location is being shared.
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In the years leading up to Syria’s civil war, 
the country endured three consecutive 
record-breaking droughts. By forcing 

internal displacement, the droughts 
arguably contributed to the social tensions 
that erupted in popular protests in 2011. But 
that does not mean that the Syrian conflict 
is a ‘climate war’.

As extreme weather events proliferate, 
it is becoming increasingly easy to find a 
link between climate change and violent 
confrontations. In Sudan, the ethnic 
cleansing carried out by former President 
Omar Al-Bashir has been tied to the Sahara 
Desert’s southward expansion, which 
fueled social unrest by exacerbating food 
insecurity. Territorial disputes in the South 
China Sea have also been connected 
to food-security concerns, rooted in 
competition over access to fishing areas. 
Some now warn of a “brewing water war” 
between Egypt and Ethiopia, triggered by 
the latter’s construction of a dam on the 
Nile River.

But the ‘climate war’ narrative is deeply 
flawed. From Syria to Sudan, today’s conflicts 
are the result of multiple complicated and 
interrelated factors, from ethno-religious 
tensions to protracted political repression. 
While the effects of climate change can 
exacerbate social and political instability, 
climate change did not cause these wars. 
This nuance is important, not least for the 

sake of accountability: climate change must 
not be used to evade responsibility for 
resolving or averting violent confrontations.

Still, military and climate experts argue, 
climate change is a ‘threat multiplier’, and 
thus remains an important national security 
issue. Climate advocates and academics, 
however, have long avoided or rejected 
discussions of ‘climate security’ – not to 
diminish the risks that climate change 
poses, but because they fear that framing 
climate change as a security issue will 
undermine efforts to mitigate those risks, 
by enabling the incremental securitization 
of climate action.

Securitization is often a political tactic, 
in which leaders construct a security threat 
to justify deploying extraordinary, even 
illegal measures, that infringe on people’s 
rights. If the fight against climate change 
is securitized, it could, for example, be 
used to rationalize new restrictions on 
the movement of people, enabled by and 
reinforcing anti-migrant sentiment.

Framing climate as a security issue can 
also challenge already-strained international 
cooperation on climate governance, while 

driving investment away from necessary 
interventions, such as the shift to a low-
carbon economy, toward advancing 
military preparedness. The accompanying 
apocalyptic discourse, moreover, could 
well lead to public disengagement, further 
weakening democratic accountability.

Yet, even as some United Nations 
member states express concern about 
linking climate change more closely 
to security, most countries are moving 
in precisely that direction. In 2013, the 
American Security Project reported that 70 
percent of countries view climate change 
as a threat to their security, and at least 70 
national militaries already have clear plans 
in place to address this threat.

The UN Security Council is also becoming 
more active in the climate security field. 
After recognizing the role of climate change 
in the Lake Chad conflict (Resolution 2349), 
the Council held its first debates on the 
relationship between climate change and 
security, with the participation of a large 
and diverse group of member states.

Given the impact of climate change on 
issues like migration and health, decoupling 
discussions of climate action from national 
security considerations may never have 
been feasible. On the other hand, linking 
climate change to security can positively 
contribute to mobilizing climate action. The 
key to avoiding the pitfalls of securitization 
is to move beyond paradigms, which 
overemphasize military-focused ‘hard 
security’ narratives, that continue to shape 
security policy and public discourse. One 
way to achieve that is to take a more gender-
inclusive approach to conflict prevention 
and resolution.

Research shows that women are more 
likely to pursue a collaborative approach 
to peacemaking, with actors organizing 
across ethnic, cultural, and sectarian divides. 
Such an approach increases the prospects 
of long-term stability and reduces the 
likelihood of state failure, conflict onset, and 
poverty. When women participate in peace 
negotiations, the resulting agreements are 
35 percent more likely to last at least 15 years.

Sustainable peace is possible only by 
recognizing the necessity of local women’s 
leadership, who have relevant expertise and 
yet are currently excluded from national and 
multilateral frameworks. After all, if policy 
decisions are to meet the needs of the 
affected communities, members of those 
communities must have a seat at the table.

For example, in Indonesia, Farwiza 
Farhan has acquired unique insights from 
years of facilitating community-inclusive 
forest conversation that respects local 
stakeholders. In Somalia, Ilwad Elman has 
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proved her ability to navigate intersectional 
peace-building efforts through her 
organization, Elman Peace. Of course, there 
is also an imperative to give more women 
the tools they need to join in this process. 
The interconnections identified in the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals provide 
a functional roadmap for delivering the 
needed equity. In particular, improving 
reproductive health (SDG 3) and education 
(SDG 4) of girls and women is one of the 
most cost-effective ways both to mitigate 
climate change (SDG 13) and to empower 

them as community leaders (SDG 5).
Rather than resisting the securitization 

of climate, advocates and policymakers 
should be advancing what the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute calls 
“the climatization of security.” This is best 
done by using security to increase the 
salience of climate action, highlighting 
the shortcomings of current security 
frameworks, and promoting gender 
inclusiveness and local leadership as holistic 
and long-term solutions for fostering local, 
regional, and international peace.

Framing climate as a 
security issue can also 

challenge already-strained 
international cooperation 
on climate governance, 

while driving investment 
away from necessary 

interventions.


