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As a year of COVID-19 crisis draws 
to a close the world remains 
nowhere near finding a defini-

tive treatment, or providing long-term 
protection, against the disease. The 
relatively rapid development of a hand-
ful of vaccines that have proven to pro-
vide protection against the infection 
has been a sliver of silver lining amid 
the grim scenario. But the virus has also 
proven to be more versatile and resil-
ient, with more than 12,000 mutations 
in its genome catalogued by research-
ers since the virus first appeared.

The ultra-microscopic virus has on 

its own managed to disrupt the launch 
of two major global events in 2020 — 
the Summer Olympics in Tokyo and the 
World Expo in Dubai —  both of which 
have now been postponed to next year. 
The virus has also strained the health 
capabilities of nations and devastated 
the global economy. 

A year of living under the oppressive 
shadow of the virus is clearly sapping the 
resources of the international community. 
No wonder then that the rollout of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine in the United 
States and a few other countries, as well 
as vaccines developed in Russia and 
China, have been readily accepted by 
people wherever it is available. The world 
appears willing to grasp even the thinnest 

straw offered, as long as it promises a way 
out from the crisis.

However, while a select-few have 

already been administered the vaccine, 
or are in the process of receiving it over 
the coming weeks, to the vast majority 

of the global population the chances 
of receiving a vaccine anytime soon 
probably remains as remote as it was 
at the start of the pandemic. The world 
is still awaiting an effective, affordable 
and easily available vaccine that 
provides long-term protection against 
the virus, or for some breakthrough 
treatment that could offer effective 
treatment for those already diagnosed 
with the disease. In the meantime, 
the virus continues to remain potent, 
infecting millions and extracting a  
heavy toll on human life.

Latest available data indicates that 
globally the virus has so far infected 
more than 80 million people, 
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A rapidly spreading strain of 
the coronavirus that was 
first detected in the United 

Kingdom has led to the government 
there imposing stricter lockdown 
measures over the coming Christmas 
period. Reports of the new virus strain, 
have also caused many countries in 
Europe, Middle East and elsewhere to 
reimpose closure of their air and sea 
ports, as well as land borders.

Mutations that lead to new forms are 
expected of viruses and the scientific 
community is not overly worried about 
the detection of a new strain of the 
COVID-19 virus. Vaccines should still be 
effective against it and the new strain 
is not believed to be any more deadly.

What is causing a headache for 
health authorities in the United 
Kingdom and in other cities around 
the world is the rapid infection rate 

of the new strain. The mutant strain 
named VUI-202012/01 (the first variant 
under investigation in December 
2020) appears to be nearly 70 percent 
more infectious than the earlier 
strain of coronavirus. Also worrying 
the authorities is news that the new 
mutant strain can more easily infect 
children, with first indications from 
available data suggesting that the virus 
was better able to spread amongst 
youngsters than other strains.

The virus is believed to have first 
mutated around mid-September in 
the southeast of Great Britain, or in the 
capital London or in the county of Kent. 
Following medical tests that revealed 
the full seriousness of the new strain 
in early December, the UK notified 
the World Health Organization (WHO). 
By 9 December, over 62 percent of 
coronavirus cases reported in London 
were caused by the new strain.

The Netherlands and Belgium 
reacted quickly, banning travellers from 
the UK in a bid to stop the new strain 
from spreading. Dutch authorities said 
they had found at least one case of 
the new strain and flights carrying UK 
passengers have been banned until 1 
January. Meanwhile, Belgium said it is 
suspending all flight and train arrivals 
from the UK for at least 24 hours.

UK Health Minister Matt Hancock 
has suggested the new lockdown 
measures might stay in place for some 

time. “Given how much faster this 
new variant spreads, it’s going to be 
very difficult to keep it under control 
until we have the vaccine rolled out,” 
Hancock said. More than 67,000 people 
have died of COVID-19 to date in the 
UK, making it one of Europe’s worst-hit 
along with Italy.

For his part, the Minister of Health 
Sheikh Dr. Basel Al-Sabah stated 
that Kuwait has taken all necessary 
measures and proactive steps to 
confront the new strain of coronavirus, 
stressing that the decision to close the 
airport was to avoid a potential risk to 
the country.

He added that there must be a 
serious consideration, with quick and 
immediate decisions to confront the 
mutated strain of the coronavirus, 
which was discovered in some 
countries. He called on everyone to 
understand the decisions issued in 
the public interest to maintain public 
health and prevent the new strain of 
coronavirus from entering the country.

The Ministry of Health (MoH) has 
urged citizens and expats who recently 
traveled from the European Union or 
Britain between 11 to 21 December 
to conduct a PCR test on the fifth and 
tenth day from the date of arrival, at 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital between 8:00 
am and 8:00 pm daily. People arriving 
for the test would also have to bring 
along proof of their arrival in Kuwait.

New strain of virus leads to 
flight bans and border closures

Domestic visa 
online renewals 
from January
The Ministry of Interior (MoI) has announced that 

starting in January a new service will be launched that 
will permit the renewal of Article 20 (domestic visas) to be 
made online

Indicating that the new service was part of a new strategy 
to transfer the services of several departments to online, the 
MoI added that special  counters would also be set up at 
various departments to facilitate transactions for the elderly 
and people with special needs. 

Recently the Public Authority for Civil Information 
(PACI) had expanded its Mobile ID app to include Article 20 
workers allowing the estimated 765,000 domestic workers 
in the country to use digital means to prove their identity. 
The app, which has so far been downloaded by over 1.1 
million users, can also be used to exit and enter the country.

The decision by PACI would permit a large number of 
domestic workers outside the country to enter Kuwait even 
if their physical civil ID cards had not been renewed, and 
they did not possess the new smart cards issued by the 
authority, provided their residency was renewed online by 
their sponsors. 

PAM is reportedly working on a similar update for the 
benefit of children under 5 years of age, so parents can 
download the app for their children once the service is 
launched at a later time, and obtain a civil card online.
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On 18 December, in his address to 
the Indian community in Kuwait on 
a wide range of topics, ambassador 

H.E. Sibi George said that since his arrival 
four months back, he had wanted to be 
in constant and direct touch with the 
community, but that due to the Covid 19 
pandemic situation webinar and virtual 
meetings remained the most viable mode 
of engagement. 

He noted that such interactions would 
help inform community members on 
the latest developments in bilateral 
relations between India and Kuwait, as 
well as communicate the efforts being 
undertaken by the embassy in streamlining 
and improving consular services and 
community welfare measures. The online 
meeting was attended by a large number of 
community members, including students, 
teachers and parents of children who were 
the winners of the numerous competitions 
organized by the embassy over the past 
several months. 

The ambassador began the virtual 
meeting by thanking the Amir of Kuwait H H 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
and the Crown Prince H H Sheikh Mishaal 
Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, for hosting 
the large Indian community in Kuwait, and 
congratulated the new government led 
by H H Sheikh Sabah Al Khaled Al Hamad 
Al Sabah. “I also thank the Government 
of the State of Kuwait and Kuwaiti friends 
of India for their efforts and support in 
strengthening the bilateral relations 
between our two friendly countries,” added 
Ambassador George.

Expressing regret at not meeting the 
community during the last Independence 
Day celebrations on 15 August, due to the 
ongoing health situation, the ambassador 
added, “Staying within the constraints 
imposed by the pandemic, I have been 
meeting with the community in small 
groups over the last four months and 
have also been receiving a large number 
of emails and letters from associations 
and community members sharing their 
concerns on various issues and also 
coming up with ideas and suggestions in 
promoting our relations with Kuwait and 
also in improving the consular service and 
community welfare measures. 

“I look forward to continuing my 
engagement with each of the associations and 
groups and community members. As I am not 
able to meet our community in large numbers 
due to the pandemic, I thought it important 
to address all groups and associations 
virtually today, to brief you on what we have 
been doing and what we propose to do. “ 
He thanked the selfless service rendered to 
society by the Indian health community in 
Kuwait, as well as expressed his gratitude to 
the several Indian organizations and individual 
community members who “in coordination 
with Indian Community Support Group (ICSG) 
took several steps to help our brothers and 
sisters in need during the most difficult days 
of the pandemic”. 

Elaborating on bilateral relations 
between India and Kuwait, Ambassador 
George underlined that geographic 
proximity, historical trade links, cultural 
affinities, people to people connect and 
growing cooperation in key areas of 
mutual interest, including energy security, 
trade and investment, infrastructure 
development projects, petrochemicals and 
education continues to strengthen and 
broaden our centuries-old historic relations 
and longstanding partnership with Kuwait.   

He added that there were “other crucial 

areas, apart from trade and investment, such 
as security, fight against terrorism, defence, 
science and technology where we are in 
regular engagement with this important 
country. Some of the areas of mutual interest 
include information and communication 
technology, biotechnology, small and 
medium enterprises entrepreneurship, 
alternative energy sources, the list is long 
and expanding. Ofcourse in each of these 
areas, we need to do more to realize the 
huge potential that exists. I believe that our 
vibrant community can play a significant 
role in building this partnership”.

He noted that since his arrival he had 
been meeting with Kuwait’s  leadership 
at the political, official, business and 
cultural level to explore ways and means to 
deepen our partnership. The ambassador 
added that while these government 
level engagements would continue in 
the weeks and months ahead, India – 
Kuwait relationship was not just between 
governments and officials, it is a partnership 
involving many stakeholders from various 
economic, social and cultural fields, as 
well as “our Indian community with its 
most vibrant people to people contacts”. 
He urged community members to extend 
their support and assistance to promote 
and expand the longstanding dynamic 
partnership between the two countries. 

“When each of our community members 
currently employed in Kuwait, do their 
assigned job with dedication, sincerity and 
honesty, they earn respect for themselves 
and for our country. I am happy that each 
of the Kuwaiti leaders and citizens that I 
met during the last few months, spoke so 
high of the hardworking, peace loving and 
law abiding qualities of our community. 
Such comments make us so proud of our 
community,” said the ambassador. 

He added, “Many of you, as residents 
of Kuwait, are aware of the excellent 
relations that we maintain with this 
country. I thought it is important to 
reiterate this today in my address, as we 
are entering into an important phase of our 
relationship. In 2021-22 we will celebrate 
the 60th anniversary of establishment 
of our diplomatic relations. This is an 
important milestone in the history of our 
engagement. Similarly, for India 2021-22 is 
a very important year when we celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of our Independence. 

“As part of these two important 
anniversaries, the embassy plans to 
celebrate India in a big way in Kuwait. We 
plan to organize a series of events aimed 
at increasing our outreach within Kuwait, 
to project the new India and also to further 
deepen our engagement at political, 
economic, cultural, scientific and people 

to people levels. I would like each one of 
the associations, groups and individuals to 
contribute in these efforts.

“One of the first decisions that I took on 
my arrival in Kuwait in August is to engage 
with all Indian associations and groups 
in Kuwait. I reviewed an earlier decision 
to de-register some of our associations 
and groups in the past and reinstated all 
associations as our partners. I would like 
each of the associations and groups to come 
up with ideas aimed at celebrating the 75th 
anniversary of our independence and 60th 
anniversary of our diplomatic relations. It 
is the same proposal that I have with our 
schools. Every cultural program, business 
program and outreach efforts that we do 
in Kuwait in 2021-22 could be made part of 
these important anniversary celebrations. 
To celebrate the 60th anniversary, I am 
looking at organizing 600 events and to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary I am looking 
at organizing 750 events. 

“As you are aware, the embassy has 
in recent weeks set up three outreach 
platforms ICN, IPN, IBN. ICN (Indian Cultural 
Network) as a platform to highlight 
our cultural diversity and art forms and 
to recognize and promote the artistic 
skills within our diaspora. IPN (Indian 
Professionals Network) as a platform to 
learn from the expertise and experiences 
of our distinguished professionals here 
and imbibe the best practices. IBN (Indian 
Business Network) as a platform to 
showcase India’s economic and scientific 
transformation and to highlight the billion 
opportunities that India offers for business 
partnership. 

“I am also pleased to inform you that 
the embassy, in association with IBN, has 
already organized a number of business 
promotion events under the theme of 
‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat’, (self reliant India). 
Many more events are lined up in the 
coming weeks and months ahead. In the 
coming weeks and months, we will come 
up with various projects and initiatives 
through these platforms. “

During the virtual meet, the ambassador 
also announced the launch of the 
‘Ambassador Cup Annual Debate’ and an 
‘Ambassador’s Cup Elocution Competition’ 
for our school children starting 2021. We 
will work with all our schools, principals, 
teachers and parents to organize a 
memorable program. 

He also called on the community to 
promote travel and tourism to India among 
their Kuwaiti friends. “While most of our 
Kuwaiti friends have some connection with 
India, many are not aware of the steady 
economic and scientific transformation that 
India witnessed in recent years. We need 

to reach out to them. Many of our Kuwaiti 
friends have in their ‘wish list’ a visit to India. 
My endeavor is to move that from the ‘wish 
list’ to a ‘to do’ list. Get them to travel to India 
to experience the new India. I need your 
support for that. Please invite your Kuwaiti 
friends and colleagues to visit India.”

 “As I have discussed with some of you 
in our earlier interactions, even in these 
difficult times, in India, we have so many 
things to be proud of, we have so many 
things to celebrate and showcase. During 
the COVID crisis, despite our own many 
challenges, we extended a helping hand to 
many countries, we supplied medicines and 
our medical professionals travelled to many 
countries to assist the local governments. 

“Our commitment to build an Atmanirbhar 
Bharat, (self reliant India) our march towards 
a New India, our scientific achievements, the 
progress being made in our medical research, 
our steady growth in infrastructure, our IT 
sector, our AI sector, our space program, our 
contributions in addressing climate change 
issues, our progress in solar, wind and 
nuclear energy sectors, our country is on a 
forward looking trajectory. These and many 
other elements of New India need to be 
projected in Kuwait and beyond. I need each 
of the associations and groups to participate 
in these outreach efforts. 

“While we work on our efforts to 
enhance our political, economic and 
cultural partnership, we in the embassy 
are fully conscious of the fact that some 
of our brothers and sisters continue to 

face an unprecedentedly difficult situation 
today. Authorities in our two countries are 
in constant touch to address these issues, 
while keeping in view the evolving COVID 
pandemic. We are making steady progress 
and will keep you updated on a daily basis 
through our 24x7 helplines. Let me reiterate 
this. Those who need help and support are 
not liabilities, they are not strangers; they 
are our brothers and sisters, they are not 
problems, they are our priorities. They will 
receive a warm welcome at the embassy 
including a lunch and air ticket in each 
deserving case, on a means-tested basis. 

“Our open houses, our regular press 
releases, our multilingual feedback forms 
will continue to bridge gaps. We have kept 
Suggestion/Complaint Boxes prominently 
at the Chancery premises and our passport 
offices. I assure you every suggestion and 
complaint will be taken seriously and acted 
upon. My endeavor is to make your visit to 
the embassy a pleasant experience and to 
continue to improve the consular services 
and welfare measures. I have an excellent 
team of officers and staff members who are 
committed to make this happen. This year 
has been a very difficult year for all of us. I 
wish you a very different New Year 2021. Let 
us pray for it to be a year of prosperity and 
good health. Stay safe and stay healthy.”

Indian Ambassador calls for expanding 
dynamic partnership with Kuwait

 Those who need help 
and support are not 

liabilities, they are not 
strangers; they are our 

brothers and sisters, 
they are not problems, 
they are our priorities. 

They will always receive 
a warm welcome at the 

embassy
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 Thought
  for the         e

week
– Deepak Chopra

Thinking happy thoughts literally 

creates a positive chemical change in 

the brain which stimulates both positive 

physical and psychological benefits.

Jaggery Halwa, a traditional Indian dessert, is popular in many places 
in India. This recipe is for a traditional semolina halwa, which is very 

healthy. It is a perfect recipe if you are on a Keto diet and craving some 
good vegan food.
Total time: 30 min.

Ingredients
• 1 cup semolina
• 1/4 cup virgin coconut oil
• 3/4 cup chopped jaggery or Jaggery 

powder
• 1 cup coconut milk
• 1 cup water
• 1/4 cup grated fresh coconut
• 4-5 chopped dry apricots
• 1 tsp cardamom powder
• 1 tbsp dry ginger powder

For garnishing
• Chopped almonds and pistachios
• Dry coconut shreds. 

Directions
• In a deep pan, mix together jaggery, cardamom powder, dry ginger 

powder and water.
• Heat until the jaggery dissolves. Set aside.
• Heat coconut oil in a heavy bottom kadai or nonstick pan.
• Add in suji and grated coconut. Roast on a low flame until it attains a 

brownish color.
• Add in the jaggery water and coconut milk.
• Cook till all the milk and water has dried and the mixture starts to leave 

the sides of the pan.
• Turn off the flame.
• Garnish with chopped almonds-pistachio and dry coconut shreds.
• Serve hot or warm.  

RECIPE

Coconut-Jaggery Semolina Halwa

Chef Chhaya Thakker

Indian Chef Chhaya Thakker, who has a huge following online 
on WhatsApp and YouTube will be sharing her favorite recipes 
and cooking tips with readers of The Times Kuwait. For feedback, 
you can write to editortimeskuwait@gmail.com 

FOOD

There is nothing like a tall stack of toasty, hot, fluffy 
pancakes to bring many mouthfuls of satisfaction 
to your morning, noon, or even night. Fast, fun 

and endlessly customizable, pancakes are an essential 
element of every cook’s repertoire. Here are some tips to 
fix yourself this beloved breakfast classic so you can start 
flipping flapjacks easily.

All pancakes start out as batter, a mixture of flour, 
protein, fat, and liquid, plus a dash of bubble-creating 
chemicals in the form of baking powder and/or baking 
soda. Upon mixing, tons of tiny bubbles form throughout 
the batter, which, when poured onto a suitably hot surface, 
solidifies around these microscopic air pockets, resulting 
in the texture affectionately referred to as “fluffiness.”

Typically, the batter’s flour, protein, fat and liquid take 
the form of all-purpose wheat flour, egg, oil or melted 
butter, and milk, but alternative recipes calling for nut and 
seed flours, plant-based milk like almond or soy, and egg 
substitutes abound. In addition to the aforementioned 
baking powder/soda, many recipes for pancake batter also 
call for a little salt and sugar to round out the flavor. Find a 
recipe that looks good to you—or start with this one.

Mix Pancake Batter: While mixing pancake batter 
is simple, there are a few important points to bear in 
mind. The first best practice is to combine all the liquid 
ingredients together before adding any dry ingredients. 
Use a whisk to incorporate the eggs, milk, and fat into a 
homogeneous blend.

Many recipes call for a similar treatment of the dry 
ingredients, but this is not strictly necessary, particularly 
for smaller batches. To avoid using multiple bowls, it is 
perfectly acceptable to mix the liquids together, then 
add the dry ingredients one by one before combining 
everything together. If you like to do things by the book, 
however, whisk the dry ingredients before they meet up 
with their wet counterparts.

When combining the wet and dry ingredients, keep it 
short and quick. Pancakes do not benefit from vigorous 
mixing. On the contrary, excessive mechanical maneuvers 
can burst air bubbles and decrease fluffiness via the over-
formation of gluten. The moment everything comes 
together, put down the whisk.

Before moving on to the cooking stage, assess the 
batter’s consistency. Imagine it flowing across the 
surface of the pan. The batter’s consistency should be 
easily spreadable, but not too runny. Even if your recipe 
is trustworthy, different brands of flour (especially when 
venturing into gluten-free blends), buttermilk, and so 
forth can vary substantially. If your batter seems too thin, 
add an extra spoonful of flour. If it feels too thick or gloppy, 
add a splash of milk or water. Make small adjustments, 
and trust your gut.

Finally, let the batter rest for up to thirty minutes 
before cooking the pancakes. The starches need time to 
absorb liquid, and the chemicals require a few minutes to 
fully react and produce those precious bubbles that will 
fluff up your flapjacks.

Cook Pancakes: To give batter the most lift, pancakes 
should cook quickly. Make sure the pan is saturated with 
heat before committing your batter to its surface, best 
accomplished with a heavy skillet, such as a cast-iron pan 
or a steel griddle, set over medium-high heat.

To prevent sticking, apply a small amount of grease 
to your cooking surface. A high-heat oil, like peanut, 
grape seed, or avocado is best, and a thin coat is all it 
takes. Use a paper towel to spread the oil around and 
soak up any excess.

Test the pan with a small spoonful of batter. If it 
sizzles immediately when it hits the pan, use a ladle, 
measuring cup, or ice cream scoop to apply batter 
to the pan. Alternatively, mix the batter in a spouted 
bowl, and simply pour it straight from bowl to pan. 
Pancake size is limited only by the pan’s diameter, but 
pancakes still need to be flipped before they’re fully 
cooked, so unless you’re a flippin’ wizard, it’s wise to 

Make pancakes
like a flipping pro

avoid splattered batter by matching the flapjacks to roughly the size of 
the spatula you’re using.

Flipping And Holding: When bubbles form in the center of the pancake, 
pop, and leave tiny craters, it’s time to flip. Keep in mind that the second side 
won’t need as much time to cook as the first. Once the underside is golden, the 
pancake is done.

Unless you’ve got substantial griddle real estate, there may only have 
space for cooking two or three pancakes at a time. When making pancakes for 
others, the time between the first batch and the last can quickly multiply. To 
avoid serving cold pancakes, simply put the finished pancakes in a single layer 
on a sheet pan in a 200 degree oven until all are ready to serve.

Other Tips
Use fresh double-acting baking powder. The double-acting stuff makes 

bubbles when it gets wet and when it gets hot, resulting in extra fluffiness. 
Freshness is important because time degrades the chemical’s efficacy.

For add-ins like blueberries, nuts, or chocolate chips, sprinkle them on after 
the batter is in the pan. This ensures even distribution, helps cut down on 
mixing time, and can also prevent burning.
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The decision to suspend 
commercial flights to and 
from Kuwait International 

Airport has caused all sorts of 
problems between travel and 
tourism companies and hotels in 
transit countries, as many people 
have decided to cancel their hotel 
and flight reservations in view of 
the airport closure.  Most hotels 
do not offer refunds during the 
holiday season, especially for 
travelers who booked in advance. 

According to sources in the 
travel and tourism industry round 
5,000 hotel reservations were 
made during this period, of which 
nearly 3,000 have been cancelled 
with requests for refund being 
made by customers. The source 
added that, in addition, the 
suspension of flights resulted 
in the cancellation of 25,000 
reserved airline tickets on the IATA 
system and 15,000 tickets that 
were booked on airlines through 
travel agencies, which brings the 

total of canceled tickets to about 
40,000 tickets. 

The source pointed out that 
profits of the travel and tourism 
offices do not exceed 3 percent 
of the total tickets booked 
during the no-fly period, and 
the cancellations could lead to 
losses of over KD180,000 for the 
companies involved.

The earlier decision by Kuwait 
to ban travelers arriving directly 
from 34 countries as a precaution 
against the coronavirus, unless 
they spent at least 14 days in 
quarantine in non-restricted 
transit countries, had led to 
tourism companies offering 
transit-travel packages with prices 

ranging from KD260 and KD500 
dinars per person. The new 
decision to close Kuwait airport 
has put a spoke in the wheels of 
this operation and resulted in 
losses for travel agencies.

Many travel and tourism 
operators complained that the 
decision to suspend air traffic at 
Kuwait International Airport was 
the last nail in the coffin of the 
travel and tourism industry, as it 
has led to chaos in travel plans 
and devastated hopes of an 
economic revival.

The head of the Travel and 
Tourism Bureau, Mohammad 
Al-Mutairi, said that the closure 
came at a critical time and once 

again dented economic growth of 
the industry. He pointed out that 
the travel sector was struggling to 
stay afloat for many months, and 
the New Year holiday season was 
the last shred of hope to recoup 
some of the losses incurred due 
to flight restrictions during the 
pandemic.

He noted that the New Year 
holiday in Kuwait does not exceed 
10 days, and the focus of travelers 
is on nearby destinations such 
as Sharm El-Sheikh, Dubai and 
Turkey, which average about 
KD400 dinars, including travel 
tickets, hotel accommodation, 
and others.

He estimated that the number 
of reservations for the New Year’s 
holiday season was approximately 
25,000 packages for round trips, 
with a total value of around KD10 
million dinars, which have now 
been cancelled due to the airport 
suspension. This could lead to 
airlines, hotels and travel offices 

having to start reimbursement 
procedures, whether in cash or 
through vouchers.

Al-Mutairi stressed that the 
losses suffered in the tourism 
and travel sector from the last 
airport suspension is still being 
calculated and is rising on a 
daily basis. The new decision will 
aggravate this situation and the 
industry’s revenues could decline 
by as much as KD2.5 million per 
day from flight suspensions alone.

LOCAL

Travel and tourism companies 
face huge losses due to airport closure

The authorities have made 
clear that there are no plans to 

reimpose curfews and lockdowns 
in the wake of a new strain of virus, 
initially detected in the United 
Kingdom, which has been found to 
have a high rate of infection.

Informed sources have revealed 
that the current thinking among 
experts in the government health 
committee set up to tackle the 

COVID-19 crisis is for the country to 
continue remaining in the fourth 
phase of easing restrictions that 
began on 18 August.  

A decision has been taken in 
this regard and the country will 
not move to the fifth phase of 
easing restrictions, even after 
the expected arrival of the first 
shipment of coronavirus vaccine at 
the end of December.

No plans to reimpose curfews

The Public Authority for 
Manpower (PAM) has announced 

that the issuance  and renewal of 
work permits will be suspended 
from 1 to 11 January to facilitate the 
transfer of all work permit related 
data to a new online system.

PAM said that with the launch of 
the new online system, employers will 
be able to effortlessly process work 
permit applications online starting 
from 17 January. The authority said 
the new service was part of its plan 

to convert all services provided by 
labor departments to online services 
in 2021, so as to limit the number of 

company representatives and others 
from having to visit the departments 
to process their applications.

The new online service will 
permit employers to complete all 
application procedures by attaching 
digital copies of documents required 
for the various transactions, including 
academic qualification certificates, 
passport copies or others, using an 
assigned code that can be presented 
to employees at the department with 
the original civil ID of the applicant.

Work permits to be suspended 
to facilitate changeover to new system

Security sources at the Ministry of Interior’s 
Department of Forgery and Counterfeiting have 

warned the public to be aware that counterfeit 
currency of KD10 denomination is being circulated 
in the country.

The department said that investigations were 
being undertaken to identify and apprehend the 

perpetrators, and in the meantime urged the public 
to be on their guard, especially when shopping at 
grocery stores or in malls.

A Kuwaiti who was a victim of counterfeit 10 dinars 
bills says it is very difficult to recognize the money 
because the currency looks genuine and can be 
discovered only on close scrutiny.

Ten dinar fake currency notes in circulation
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The Hope for the World Church and 
mission spearheaded by Pastor Keith 

Mejia along with members of the church 
handed over 350 gift packs to Philippine 
Overseas Labor Office Assistant Labor Attaché 
Cathy Duladul and Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration Welfare Officer Atty. Llewelyn 
Perez, for Filipina women in the shelter. The 
gift giving to recipients, which was scheduled 
on the 12th of December was cancelled due 
to unforeseen circumstances.

Speaking on the occasion, Pastor Mejia 
expressed the church’s continuous support 
to wards in the shelter. He also added that 
a medical mission will be scheduled early 
next year in collaboration with Dra. Ems 

Grantos from Filipino Medical Center of Al 
Jarallah Specialized German Clinic and some 
colleagues in the medical fields sector.

Assistant Labor Attaché Cathy Duladul and 
Welfare Officer Llewelyn Perez expressed their 
gratitude to the Hope for the World mission 
for their generous support.

The Hope for the World Church and Mission 
has been one of the most active churches in 
Kuwait providing assistance and support to 
Overseas Filipinos Workers in need during 
the 7-month long lockdown in the country. 
It has actively participated in the distribution 
of infants’ milk, medicines and other essential 
needs of OFWs.

Pastor Mejia assured the shelter of the 
church’s commitment to help not only the 
wards in the shelter but everyone who seeks 
spiritual help.

Hope for the World Church and 
Mission donates gift packs to 
women in the Philippine Shelter

LuLu Exchange, one of Kuwait’s leading 
financial services providers opened its 

25th branch in the country, in Fahaheel on 
24 December. The branch, which is located 
at Al Hashan Complex, was inaugurated by 
H.E. Sibi George, the Indian Ambassador to 
Kuwait, in an online function attended by 
Chairman and Managing Director of LuLu 
Group International M.A. Yusuff Ali,  and 
Managing Director of LuLu Financial Group 
Adeeb Ahamed.

The new opening marks the company’s 
third branch in the Fahaheel region, further 
strengthening LuLu Exchange’s strong 
network of branches across the country.

Congratulating the team on the launch 
of their milestone branch, Ambassador 
George said, “The opening of the new 
branch is a signal to the economy and the 
larger expatriate community that 2021 will 
be the year of recovery.”

Acknowledging the contribution 
of LuLu Financial Group in improving 
business relations between India and 
Kuwait, especially in the fintech sector, the 
ambassador added, “The success of the 
company marks India’s remarkable story of 
rapid digital transformation in the current 
Industrial 4.0 revolution, in which fintech 
plays a huge part. I’m confident that the 
25th branch will contribute to providing 
seamless cross-border financial services to 
the diaspora of Kuwait.”

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Yusuff Ali 
said, “LuLu Exchange remains committed to 

building a strategic network across Kuwait, 
to provide state-of-the-art financial services 
to the people of this great nation. Fahaheel 
is one of the most commercially active areas 
in Kuwait and having another branch here 
will enable us to enhance our capabilities 
and commitment to the area.”

The new branch also marks the 222nd 
Global Branch of LuLu Financial Group, and 
Mr. Ahamed congratulated the team for 
ensuring minimal disruption of services and 
staying committed to roll out innovative 
financial solutions, in line with evolving 
market dynamics. “It is remarkable of the 
entire team to achieve such a significant 
milestone in this very challenging year. 
Our expansion reflects our commitment to 
design the world’s most reliable, seamless 
and accessible financial journeys, to improve 
the lives of people in Kuwait. We are 
confident of long- and short-term economic 
indicators of the country and have put 
technology and innovation at the heart of all 
things new, to bridge the gap between our 
customers and our service offerings.”

LuLu Exchange was recently recognized 
as a ‘Best Employer’ in Kuwait, as part of 
an internal employee engagement survey 
conducted by global audit firm EY.

The company presently provides 
remittances, currency exchange and value-
added services in a timely, transparent and 
reliable manner through its network of 
branches and mobile payments app, LuLu 
Money.

LuLu Exchange opens milestone
25th branch in Kuwait

In line with its ongoing efforts to support 
those severely impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic, especially children from low-
income backgrounds, Landmark Group 
announced that it has donated 50 laptops 
to the children of various schools in Kuwait 
through IWA (Indian Women’s Association). 
The laptops were distributed on 8 and 9 
December to children of various schools 
from the Landmark  Head Office in Salmiya.

With this donation, Landmark Group 
aims to support the children to continue 
their virtual learning during the pandemic. 
Speaking about the initiative, Saibal Basu, 
Chief Operating Officer, Landmark Group 
Kuwait, said: “At Landmark Group, we believe 
in equal access to education for all children. 
However, the dramatic shift to online learning 

as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
unfortunately impacted many children who 
are unable to have equal access to the same 
resources, thereby widening educational 
inequalities. We take this opportunity to 
thank IWA for their continued support 
towards this noble cause. We sincerely 
appreciate their help in this project.

 “As we move ahead in the post-pandemic 
world, Landmark Group will continue to 
do its part to help the less fortunate and 
vulnerable communities whose lives have 
been deeply impacted and facilitate equal 
access to learning opportunities. The Group 
will continue to work with organisations that 
share its vision of making a real difference in 
the lives of those adversely affected by the 
current socio-economic shifts.”

Landmark Group distributes 
50 laptops to school children

Three-day New Year holiday
Church services suspended

Sunday, 3 January has been declared 
an official holiday in lieu of New 
Year falling on a Friday. Official 

working hours will resume on Monday, 4 
January. The decision by the Civil Service 
Commission effectively gives all ministries 

and government entities a three-day 
extended holiday from the New Year.

In the meantime, the Cabinet reviewed 
the recommendation of the Ministerial 
Committee for Coronavirus Emergencies, 
and decided to suspend services in churches 
and prevent religious gatherings in public 
places from Thursday, 24 December, until 
Sunday, 10 January, 2021, to limit the spread 
of the coronavirus.

The Cabinet assigned the Ministry of 
Interior to implement what was stated in 
thedecision. The Council of Ministers called 
on all citizens and expats to adhere to health 
instructions and not to congregate for 
religious celebrations and other occasions, 
as well as to practice social distancing in 
order to preserve public health and to 
limit the rate of spread of the coronavirus 
infection.
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Original Bachelors in Business Administration 

(BBA) Degree certificate and mark sheet 

issued from Madurai Kamraj University in the 

name of Nita Kishore Bhatkar has been lost. 

If anyone finds it please call 

97223703

LOST

The US Army Criminal Investigation Command (CIC) has 
confirmed that it is investigating military personnel 

stationed in Kuwait for smuggling pork from the camp for 
sale outside.

Kuwait is a Muslim country, where pork is strictly 
prohibited. And if an American is selling prohibited pork 
on Kuwait soil, then they could be punished under Kuwait’s 
law. According to the State Department’s Overseas 
Security Advisory Council, US citizens “are subject to the 

country’s laws and regulations” in Kuwait.
Some soldiers have been buying frozen pork bundles 

inside the camp at the equivalent of $30 a block and then 
smuggling them outside for sale in the black market for 
around $200. 

Laws in Kuwait strictly criminalize the promotion and 
sale of pork and that if any person (including US soldiers 
are apprehended for selling port they will be punished 
with the penalties stipulated in the laws.

US investigates military personnel 
for sale of pork in Kuwait

LuLu Hypermarket, the leading regional 
retailer, has launched its enticing ‘Choco 

Week’ promotion to celebrate the upcoming 
holidays of Christmas and New Year.

The Choco Week 2020 festival that launched 
on 23 December at all LuLu Hypermarket outlets 
in the country, showcases chocolates in an array 
of delectable forms. The promotion is supported 
by the Kuwait representatives of global food 
and confectionary brands, Nestlé and Mars. All 
programs were conducted with participants 
following coronavirus protocols and regulations.

Marking the launch event at the Al Qurain 
outlet on 23 December, and at the Al Rai outlet 
on 24 December, was the cutting of a 10-meter 
long cake that was witnessed and shared by an 
excited gathering of shoppers at both venues. 

Top officials from LuLu Hypermarket in 
Kuwait, along with management at Nestlé 
Kuwait, jointly inaugurated the cake-cutting 
ceremony at the Al Qurain outlet, while 
officials from LuLu and representatives of Gulf 
Trading and Refrigeration Co, the sponsors of 
Mars in Kuwait, were on hand at the ceremony 

in Al-Rai branch. Bringing the festival spirit 
to the launch event was a visit from Santa 
Claus to distribute gifts and chocolates to 
the young visitors at its outlets. Another 
highlight of the ceremony, again in keeping 
with the Xmas theme, was a Santa Claus fancy 
dress competition for kids organized on 24 
December at the Al-Rai outlet. 

Kids in various red-suited, pot-bellied, 
bearded versions of Santa drew loud applause 
from onlookers.  Winners and participants in 
the fancy dress competition were awarded 

main and consolation prizes by LuLu 
management. 

With a customer-centric focus and a 
commitment to enhance the shopping 
experience for patrons, LuLu Hypermarket 
holds various promotions to celebrate 
popular festivals throughout the year. The 
Choco Week promotion, which celebrates 
the upcoming holiday season of Xmas and 
New Year will bring promotions for 2020 to a 
befitting close, with promises of even more 
exciting promotions and value propositions 

LuLu Hypermarket launches Choco Week 2020

Diplomacy  is  a  major  forte  of  Kuwait 
and  the  country  has  fine-tuned  this 
state-craft  to  the  extent  that  it  is  able 

to punch above its weight on the regional and 
international  stage .The  year  ,2020 despite  the 
onslaught of COVID ,19-was no different and the 
country‘s  foreign  policy  continued  to  leave  its 
successful imprint  around the world

In 2020 Kuwait continued to hold aloft its 
strong foreign policy based on defending 
the rights and interests of the Arab and 
Islamic nations, and in supporting peace 
efforts worldwide. Kuwait foreign policy also 
spearheaded the country’s role as a global 
humanitarian center, ready and willing to step 
in and lend assistance to people facing natural 
catastrophes and human induced calamities.

Some of the most important foreign policy 
events and steps undertaken by Kuwait in 2020 
include:
Feb 10: UN renewed its trust in Chairman 
of Kuwait’s International Islamic Charity 
Organization (IICO) and Amiri Diwan advisor 
Dr. Abdullah Al-Matouq as a special advisor for 
the Secretary-General for a new period of four 
years.
Feb 20: Kuwait opened a military coordination 
office in India to bolster defense cooperation.
March 5: Kuwait donated US$3 million to China 
to help in the efforts combating the spread of 
COVID-19.
March 13: Kuwait and Saudi Arabia handed the 
United Nations a copy of the agreement on the 
shared neutral zone and the submerged area 
lying close to the two countries.
March 17: Kuwait donated $4 million to support 
the World Health Organization’s (WHO) efforts 
against COVID-19.

March 25: Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah launched the 
first phase of Kuwaitis repatriation from abroad 
amid the coronavirus crisis.
May 29: The European Union declared that 
Kuwait donated $100 million for international 
efforts aimed at producing a vaccine against the 
novel coronavirus.
Aug 10: Kuwait and Guyana inked an agreement 
for mutual visa exemption for holders of 
diplomatic, special and service passports.
Sept 16: The Foreign Ministry declared receiving 
human remains presumed to belong to Kuwaiti 
prisoners who were missing during the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait (1990-1991). Earlier in the 
day, the Kuwaiti embassy in Iraq declared that it 
had received the remains of 21 persons from the 
Iraqi Government.

Sept 16: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr. Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah affirmed 
Kuwait’s unwavering support for Yemen in a 
virtual statement addressed to a ministerial 
meeting on Yemen, held on the sidelines of the 
UN General Assembly’s 75th session.
Sept 21: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr. Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah affirmed 
during the virtual general conference of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
Kuwait’s unwavering advocacy of rending the 
Middle East free of nuclear arms and weapons 
of mass destruction, underscoring the need 
for Israel to join the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty (NPT).
Oct 22: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr. Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah declared, 
during the conference for supporting the 

Rohingya, that Kuwait honored its pledge 
toward this cause, contributing $5 million.
Oct 15: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr. Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah declared, 
during the conference for the third strategic 
dialogue for the UNRWA, presenting $1.5 million 
for backing up the UN refugee agency.
Nov 22: The commission for the prisoners and 
missing at the foreign ministry declared that the 
identity of seven people whose remains were 
brought back from Iraq were identified.
Nov 24: Foreign Minister, Acting Information 
Minister and Chairman of Kuwaiti Fund for 
Arab Economic Development, Sheikh Dr. 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, signed 
a memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the American agency for international 
development. He made the announcement on 
the sidelines of an official visit to Washington 
where he headed the Kuwaiti delegation at 
the fourth session of the Kuwait-US strategic 
dialogue held on November 9-24.
Nov 27: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr. Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah declared, 
during the 47th meeting of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, donating USD 150,000 
for a special fund for a suit filed with the 
International Court of Justice on the plight of 
Muslim Rohingya.
Dec 4: Foreign Minister and Acting Minister 
of Information Sheikh Dr. Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah revealed that “fruitful” 
negotiations on the Gulf crisis had occurred. 
The dialogue aimed at achieving Gulf and Arab 
stability. Saudi Arabia expressed gratitude 
towards Kuwait’s efforts to resolve the Gulf 
crisis.

Kuwait diplomatic triumphs in 2020
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Kuwait mourns loss of late Amir  Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad, ex-ministers, other VIPs in 2020

Kuwait suffered heavy losses in 
2020 with the passing away of the 
late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 

Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, a number of former 
ministers and senior officials,  as well as 
several stalwarts of society.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad had 
experienced Kuwait’s development 
since pre-independence times in the 60s 
till the end of his life, also marked with 
his designation by the UN as Leader of 
Humanitarian Action for his renowned 
contributions to aiding nations in need.

Within a short period of time after 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad’s demise, Kuwait 
mourned death of Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, a former deputy 
prime minister and minister of defense, 
a far-sighted leader that contributed to 
Kuwait’s development and acted diligently 
to uproot corruption.

Following report chronicles the 2020 
demise of His Highness the Amir, several 
ex-ministers and leaders; survived by 
their works and contributions to Kuwait’s 
development:

Deaths
Jan 19: Sadoun Al-Jassem, a former 
Information Ministry undersecretary, 
passed away at age 88.
Jan 28: Former footballer for Qadsiya club 
and the Kuwaiti national team Mohammad 

Al-Masoud passed away at age 75.
Feb 12: Former chairman of Kuwait Football 
Association (KFA) and the Qadisya sports club 
Abdulaziz AlMekhled passed away at age 85.
Feb 13: Former governor of Farwaniya 
Abdulhameed Haji passed away at age 82.
March 29: Theater actor and arts pioneer 
Suleiman Al-Yaseen passed away at age 71.
March 30: Former Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs as well as former Islamic 
Affairs and chairman of the Islamic 

Charitable Society Yousef Al-Haji passed 
away at age 97. He was a leading figure in 
Kuwaiti charity scene.

May 17: Researcher and writer Mohammad 
Al-Ibrahim died at the age of 84. He 
was renowned for contributing to the 
establishment of the first Kuwaiti school, Al-
Mubarakiya School.
June 2: Retired Major General Salem Al-
Srour passed away. He was 74. He would 
be remembered as a hero of the Kuwaiti 

resistance against the Iraqi occupation and 
commander of the famous Al-Josoor battle.
June 12: The Adviser at the Amiri Diwan and the 
former finance minister, Abdulrahman Al-Atiqi, 
passed away at the age of 92.

The eminent media personnel Faisal Al-Ginaee 
passed away. He was 70. He was deemed the pillar 
of the Arab and Kuwaiti press.

June 16: The former minister of transports Habib 
Johar Hayat died at the end of 86.

June 17: The former deputy chairman of Kuwait 
News Agency and the honorary chairman of Kuwaiti 
Journalists Association Ahmad Bahbahani died at 
the age of 79.

Sept. 29: The Amiri Diwan mourned death of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber AlSabah, renowned for his great givings, 
achievements and good deeds throughout his 
life, capped with his designation by the former 
UN secretary general Ban ki-Moon as Leader of 
Humanitarian Action.

Oct 24: The former undersecretary of social affairs 
Abdulrahman Al-Mazroui passed way. He was 83.

Dec 4: Former Minister of Water and Electricity and 
businessman Abdulaziz Al-Shayee passed away at 
age 49. He was a well-known figure who contributed 
to the development of Kuwait in several sectors.
Dec 20: The Amiri Diwan mourns the death of 
former first Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah at age 72.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

led to the death of over 1.75 million, and 
left tens of thousands in serious or critical 
condition. In Kuwait we have had nearly 150,000 
infections and around 926 deaths from the virus 
so far. While the infection and death rate in 
Kuwait appear relatively low, for a country with 
a population of around 4.8 million people the 
numbers are quite significant.

The high level of infection relative to 
population also raises inconvenient questions 
on why the impact of the virus has been higher 
among the economically weaker section 
of society, especially blue-collar expatriate 
workers. Perhaps it is time to reevaluate social 
policies that confine many expatriates to reside 
in congested and unhealthy living conditions, as 
well as examine the drawbacks in not providing 
access to free healthcare for the less privileged 
members of society.

Nevertheless, in Kuwait, we are also lucky to 
be among the few countries that have begun 
to administer the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
against COVID-19 to the entire population 
free of charge. The vaccination campaign that 
began on 24 December is expected to continue 
as more vaccines arrive in batches over the 
next full year. This initiative on the part of 
Kuwait is acknowledged as a continuation of 
the country’s globally accredited humanitarian 
traditions, and is considered as a right step in 
the right direction that needs to be emulated 
by more nations. 

Meanwhile, heightening the prevailing dire 
statistics on COVID-19 is news that just as the 
first wave of infections appeared to be receding 
in some countries, a second more potent wave 
has emerged in Europe and elsewhere. And, 
even as the second wave swings a lethal scythe 
across several nations, a new variant of the 
virus that spreads more rapidly than the earlier 
version has been identified in Great Britain, and 
has since spread to a few more countries.

If anything, the pandemic has highlighted 
the urgent need for effective, accessible and 
affordable healthcare for everyone everywhere. 
While this still remains a distant dream, the need 
for such an affordable and universal healthcare 

has never been more apparent. Data from the 
World Health Organization and World Bank 
Group show that even before the crisis began, 
people in developing countries paid over half-
a-trillion dollars out-of-pocket for health care. 
This costly spending causes financial hardship 
for more than 900 million people and pushes 
nearly 90 million people into extreme poverty 
every year — this dynamic has now been 
exacerbated by the pandemic. 

While the headline news and emphasis has 
been mainly focused on health aspects of the 
pandemic, its impact on the global economy 
and its repercussions on the livelihoods of 
people around the world have been no less 
severe. Many emerging and developing 
economies, which were already experiencing 
weaker growth before the arrival of the virus, are 
predicted to  suffer the brunt of the economic 
headwinds arising from the crisis. 

Emerging and developing country 
economies are expected to be buffeted by 
increased pressure on their already weak health 
care systems, loss of trade and tourism, reduced 
remittance inflows, subdued external capital 
investments, and tight financial conditions 
amid mounting debt. The economic shock of 
COVID-19 amplifies the challenges faced by 
these economies, said the World Bank Group in 
its assessment of global economies in the wake 
of the pandemic. 

The COVID-19 crisis is now being considered 
as having caused the deepest global recession 
in history, with the baseline forecast by the Bank 
envisioning a 5.2 percent contraction in global 
GDP in 2020. Most countries are expected to 
plunge into recession in 2020, with per capita 
income contracting in the largest fraction of 
countries globally since 1870. 

In its June analysis, the World Bank noted 
that despite the extraordinary efforts of 
governments to counter the downturn with 
fiscal and monetary policy support, the ongoing 
crisis is likely to reverse years of progress toward 
development goals and push between 88 and 
115 million people into extreme poverty this 
year. At the height of the pandemic more than a 
third of the global population had their mobility 
curtailed due to lockdowns and curfews, which 

in turn led to severe economic repercussions 
worldwide. 

Unlike past economic recessions or financial 
crises, the current economic predicament was 
fueled by disruptions to both, the supply and 
demand side of the economy. On the supply side, 
infections reduced the availability of labor supply 
and impacted productivity, while concomitant 
breakdown of supply chains through lockdowns, 
business closures, and social distancing pushed 
retail supplies into disarray. On the demand side, 
layoffs and the loss of income from cuts and 
suspension of salaries, as well as unemployment 
from work loss, worsened economic prospects, 
depressed consumer sentiment, and reduced 
household consumption, as well as dampened 
investment in firms.

As millions of people across the world join 
the ranks of those under extreme poverty, it is 
important to note that remittances — the money 
that migrants send to their home countries — 
which play an increasingly important role in 
alleviating poverty and sustaining growth in 
many developing countries, have also been 
acutely affected by the crisis.  According to a 
brief on Migration and Development  published 
by the World Bank, as the COVID-19 pandemic 
and economic crisis continues to spread, the 
amount of money migrant workers send home 
is projected to decline 14 percent by 2021 in 
comparison to 2019. 

Remittance flows to low and middle-income 
countries (LMICs), which reached a record high 
of $548 billion in 2019, are projected to fall by 
7 percent to $508 billion in 2020, followed by 
a further decline of 7.5 percent to $470 billion 
in 2021. The main factors driving the decline 
in remittances include weak economic growth 
and employment levels in migrant-hosting 
countries; weak oil prices; and depreciation of 
the currencies of remittance-source countries 
against the US dollar. 

As remittances decline, experts fear that 
poverty will rise, food insecurity will worsen, 
and households risk losing the means to 
afford services like healthcare. Along with 
these declines in remittances, the number of 
international migrants is also expected to fall 
in 2020, for the first time in modern history, 

primarily due to slower new migrations and an 
increase in reverse migrations. Over the longer 
horizon, the falling remittances  and deep 
recession are expected to leave lasting scars on 
the global psyche. 

The impact of the virus on human capital 
development through its effect on education 
has been another major casualty of the crisis. 
Temporary school closures in more than 190 
countries have kept nearly 1.6 billion students 
out of school, with estimates that 94 percent 
of the world’s student population,  and up to 
99 percent in low and lower-middle income 
countries have been affected by school closures. 

While most countries have made efforts 
at launching remote and remedial learning 
strategies, learning losses are expected to 
accumulate, resulting in not only short-term 
learning losses, but also this generation of 
students will face the prospects of diminished 
economic opportunities in the long-term. A 
recent study on national education responses 
to COVID-19 conducted jointly by the United 
Nations Children’s Fund, UNESCO and World 
Bank shows that students currently in school 
stand to lose US$10 trillion in labor earnings 
over their work life. Preventing a learning crisis 
from becoming a generational catastrophe 
requires urgent action from all.  

The COVID-19 crisis highlights the need 
for global coordination and cooperation on 
all fronts in order to achieve public health 
goals, protect vulnerable sections of society, 
and enable a robust and sustainable global 
recovery. We need to strengthen health 
services through universal healthcare coverage; 
revive economies through targeted stimulus 
packages, including providing support for the 
private sector; getting money directly into the 
hands of people, and sustaining economic 
activity with support for households, firms and 
essential services.

Though a vaccine against the virus has now 
been developed, policymakers need to be 
aware that there is no vaccine against the fear 
and uncertainty of economic fallouts. Unless 
countries work towards preventing economic 
decline, its impact could outlive the health crisis 
caused by COVID-19.

2020: The year defined by COVID-19
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As the European Commission’s recent 
Digital Services Act demonstrates, 
lawmakers around the world are 

scrambling, with good reason, to address 
the extremism, disinformation, and ma-
nipulation that have consumed the digital 
ecosystem, distorted public discourse, and 
deepened polarization in recent years. And 
yet their efforts carry risks. Just as rules gov-
erning online domains can bolster democra-
cy by promoting inclusive, informed debate, 
they can also be abused to inhibit freedom 
of expression.

Fortunately, international human rights 
law offers a set of principles that can 
guide regulation in a way that addresses 
toxic content while promoting freedom 
of expression. To help illuminate this 
process, our organization, the Global 
Network Initiative (GNI), recently brought 
together experts from across industry and 
the human-rights community to examine 
scores of content-regulation initiatives in 
more than a dozen countries, and provide 
relevant recommendations.

The first human-rights principle that must 
be applied is ‘legality’, which emphasizes 
the need for clear definitions adopted by 
democratic processes. Such definitions are 
missing in Tanzania, for example, which 
instead has rules barring online content that 

‘promotes annoyance’, among other vague 
harms. If it is not clear what content is and is 
not allowed, governments seek to maximize 
their power to restrict speech; users cannot 
know what constitutes lawful conduct; and 
courts and companies struggle to enforce 
the rules fairly.

Another vital principle is ‘legitimacy’, 
which dictates that governments may limit 
expression only for specific compelling 
reasons, such as the rights of others, public 
health, and public order. The principle of 

‘necessity’ then demands that restrictions 
be tailored to fulfill those legitimate goals 
and be proportionate to the interest 
being protected. No regulation should be 

adopted if a less speech-restrictive rule 
could do the job. A human rights-focused 
approach helps to prevent disproportionate 
consequences. In this respect, the European 
Union’s proposed regulation on preventing 
the dissemination of terrorist or extremist 
content online misses the mark. The 
regulation would require companies of all 
types and sizes to remove terrorist content 
within one hour and introduce proactive 
measures to filter such material. The 
dominant companies can afford such rules, 
but it would raise the barriers for innovative 
new players to enter the market, as well as 
resulting in the disproportionate removal of 
all sorts of acceptable content.

But companies themselves can and 
should apply rules that advance human 
rights, regardless of government regulation. 
Here, transparency, due process, and 
accountability are essential.

For starters, social media companies must 
be much more forthcoming about how they 
regulate content. This means sharing as 
much information as possible publicly, and 
providing legitimately sensitive information 
to regulators and independent experts 
through vetted access regimes or multi-
stakeholder arrangements, similar to the 
one GNI has created for sharing information 
about company responses to government 
demands.

With this information, governments 
can ensure that intermediaries moderate 
content consistently and fairly. To this end, 

regulators, given appropriate resources and 
expertise (and, ideally, engaging experts 
and user rights’ advocates), should be 
tasked with providing guidance for and 
oversight of content-moderation systems. 
At the same time, companies should be 
required to introduce mechanisms that give 
users greater control over what they see and 
share.

Ultimately, however, responsibility for 
moderating sensitive content should not 
fall solely on private companies. Instead, 
governments should put democratically 
accountable organs, like courts, in charge. 
France’s Law Against the Manipulation of 
Information, while imperfect, seeks to do 
that, providing an expedited process for 
judges to review alleged election-related 
disinformation. That way, companies are not 
the ones making these difficult, politically 
sensitive determinations. By contrast, the 
country’s Constitutional Council recently 
struck down a French hate speech law, in 
part because it circumvented the country’s 
court system.

No matter how clear the rules and how 
efficient the moderation systems, regulators 
and companies will make mistakes. That is 
why the final piece of the puzzle is dispute 
resolution and remedy. Companies should 
allow users to appeal content moderation 
decisions to independent bodies, with 
special consideration for vulnerable groups, 
like children, and those serving the public 
interest, like journalists. Governments 

and regulators should also be subject 
to transparency and accountability 
mechanisms.

Toxic content hardly began with the 
Internet. But online platforms have made 
disseminating it further and faster much 
easier than ever before. If we are going 
to limit its spread, without crushing 

freedom of expression, we need clear and 
comprehensive regulatory approaches, 
based on human-rights principles. 
Otherwise, even rules designed with the 
best intentions could end up silencing the 
vulnerable and strengthening the powerful. 
That’s a lesson the world’s authoritarians 
know all too well.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT
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With the arrival of effective vaccines 
likely to bring the catastrophic CO-
VID-19 pandemic under control 

in much of the world by summer 2021, the 
fight against climate change will once again 
be humanity’s great existential challenge. 
Adopting the right approach will be critical.

Five years ago, 196 countries signed 
the Paris climate agreement with the 
objective of limiting global warming to 
well below two degrees Celsius relative 
to pre-industrial levels. The accord, which 
has been ratified by 189 countries, was 
the first global agreement of its type and 
constitutes a milestone in international 
cooperation. Although the United States 
withdrew from the accord under President 
Donald Trump, President-elect Joe Biden 
has vowed to rejoin it immediately upon 
taking office in January 2021.

The Paris agreement’s success stemmed 
not only from the increasing recognition 
of global warming’s dangers but also from 
the voluntary character of the targets that 
signatories pledged to meet. Penalties for 
non-compliance were not included.

The world is now preparing for a 
hugely important follow-up climate 

summit, COP26, in Glasgow in November 
2021. Scientists warn that the world has 
only about a decade to embrace a green 
transition that would enable it to become 
carbon neutral by 2050, and thus prevent 
catastrophic climate change. Moreover, 
they emphasize that a 1.5°C limit on global 
warming is much safer than one of “well 
below” 2°C.

Since the Paris summit, many have 
advocated penalties for insufficiently 
ambitious climate policies as a remedy for 
the free-rider problem. There have also 
been calls for measures to prevent ‘carbon 
leakage’, which occurs when carbon-
intensive production shifts from countries 
with demanding mitigation policies to 
those with much weaker measures, leaving 
total carbon dioxide emissions unchanged.

Many favor the establishment of a 
“climate club” of countries that would share 
similarly ambitious emission-reduction 
goals and penalize non-members. One 
early and influential proposal was advanced 
by the Nobel laureate economist William 
Nordhaus, who advocated a uniform 3 
percent tariff on all imports, whether 
carbon-intensive or not, from outside such 
a club. Avoiding the penalty would be an 
incentive to join.

But Nordhaus’s proposal, while 
simple, would violate the World Trade 
Organization’s most-favored-nation 
clause. Others have since floated various 
schemes for border adjustment taxes more 
compatible with WTO principles, which 
would aim to equalize the domestic “price” 
of carbon with that embodied in imports.

The European Union plans to introduce 
such a measure as part of its ambitious 
climate agenda. Biden included a similar, 
if less specific, pledge in his election 
platform — although the US would first 
have to introduce a domestic carbon tax, or 
somehow increase and quantify its ‘shadow’ 
carbon price implicit in its regulations and 
standards in a way that other countries (and 
the WTO) would accept.

Similarly, Guntram B. Wolff, director 
of the Brussels-based think tank Bruegel, 
recently called on the US, the EU, and 
possibly China to form a ‘Climate Club’ with 
a common external carbon-adjustment 
measure to create a level playing field for 
producers inside and outside the club.

But, apart from the difficult carbon-
measurement problems resulting from 
complex cross-border value chains, we 
must keep several important features of the 
climate problem in mind when considering 
such proposals.

True, climate mitigation is an ‘aggregate’ 
global public good whose provision 
amounts to the sum of individual countries’ 
efforts. And, because the policies pursued 
by a few small greenhouse-gas (GHG) 
emitters do not really matter in global terms, 
an agreement binding major emitters 
might seem sufficient to steer the world 
toward net-zero emissions by mid-century.

But the EU, the US, and China combined 
account for only about half of global GHG 
emissions. That is a sizable share, but not 
big enough to solve the global-warming 
problem. India has become a substantial 
emitter while another two dozen countries, 
taken as a group, are significant enough to 
make a difference.

Although a climate-club agreement 
even without penalties for outsiders 
could exclude many countries without 
appreciably weakening global climate-
mitigation efforts, it must include a large 
enough number, particularly because 
higher explicit or implicit carbon prices 
would likely result in more carbon shifting 
to less ambitious jurisdictions. Moreover, 
there is no good way to draw a line and 
leave some emitters out of such a club while 
forcing others in. These considerations 
would thus seem to provide a strong 
rationale for seeking a universal agreement 
and considering border price adjustments 
as a strong incentive for good performance.

Nonetheless, the Glasgow summit is 
likely to adopt the Paris approach and rely 
on a voluntary framework. A global climate 
treaty binding countries to emission 
ceilings or minimum carbon prices is well 
beyond reach and practicality.

An important and thorny issue 
is differences in per capita income. 

Developing countries rightly argue that 
they deserve special treatment during 
the clean-energy transition because they 
have not contributed much to the global 
stock of atmospheric GHGs over the past 
two centuries. The Paris accord recognized 
these claims by pledging to mobilize $100 
billion per year by 2020 to help developing 
countries combat climate change. But 
today, because of COVID-19, they have even 
less fiscal room to act.

With COP26 less than a year away, some 
continue to advocate binding national cli-
mate targets with penalties for underper-
formance and comprehensive border ad-
justment taxes aimed at establishing a de 
facto uniform global carbon price. But, as 
the Brookings Institution’s Amar Bhattacha-
rya has argued, a strategy of encouraging 
nationally determined voluntary contribu-

tions, harnessing technology, and provid-
ing substantial financial assistance to de-
veloping countries remains the preferable 
approach. Green technologies’ increasing 
cost-effectiveness increases the likelihood 
that a bold global climate agreement based 
on voluntary contributions could succeed, 
provided China commits to a path toward 
carbon neutrality by 2060, as it has pledged. 
Over the coming years, a green strategy 
will also become increasingly cost-effective, 
particularly if substantial side benefits such 
as reduced air pollution are included in the 
cost-benefit analysis.

Although the level and speed of climate-
change mitigation must be increased, 
and carbon pricing has an important role 
to play, an attempt by rich countries to 
dictate terms could result in deadlock. 
The voluntary approach, accompanied by 
large financial flows to help developing 
economies shift to a green growth strategy, 
remains the world’s best bet for reaching 
an ambitious and inclusive agreement in 
Glasgow next year.

Nonetheless, the 
Glasgow summit is 

likely to adopt the Paris 
approach and rely on a 
voluntary framework. 
A global climate treaty 

binding countries to 
emission ceilings or 

minimum carbon prices 
is well beyond reach and 

practicality.
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The pandemic that has been raging 
across the world for much of 2020 
leaving behind a heavy toll in human 

life, ravaging the global economy, and 
causing untold suffering to the lives and 
livelihood of people everywhere, has also 
led to severe emotional stress in people. 

A recent health survey that tracked the 
emotional health of participants since 
July of this year, found that 53 percent of 
respondents reported pandemic-related 
stress had negatively impacted their 
health. The majority of those polled also 
felt the worst was yet to come. Five months 
from that poll, the course of the pandemic 
remains uncertain despite arrival of the 
batch of coronavirus vaccines, while the 
death toll continues unabated.

The traditional focus of research in 
psychology has been on mental illness, and 
cases of stress related to the pandemic is 
not generally considered a mental illness. 
Nevertheless, researchers at the University of 
Wisconsin in the US broadened the topic and 
have proposed that promoting well-being at 
any stage as a priority, even when a person is 
relatively healthy. This, they said, would help 
people become more resilient when crises 
such as the ongoing pandemic strikes.

The researchers have presented a four-
part, self-taught program for mental well-

being that can benefit anyone, including 
those struggling with stress related to the 
pandemic.

The researchers constructed a framework 
of skills around four pillars or practices for 
mental well-being: 
Awareness — a conscious focusing on 
one’s surrounding environment and senses 
Connection — valuing others in one’s life, 
as well as compassion and kindness
Insight — an interest in self-knowledge 
and curiosity
Purpose — developing a clear sense of 
one’s values and motivations

 The study showed that these traits of a 

healthy mind are not hard-wired in people 
and that anyone can learn them through 
practice, and making everyone the driver 
of their own mind. The research team is 
urging healthcare professionals and other 
researchers to use the program that they 
outlined when interacting with people 
undergoing stress or having a difficult 
period in their lives.
Awareness: This involves a self-conscious 
awareness of being aware, which is also 
called mindfulness. Awareness has been 
found to reduce stress, promote positive 
feelings, and reduce the distractibility that 
can allow unwanted information to get in 
the way of being able to think clearly, which 

is a source of harmful stress. A person can 
learn awareness through a range of mental 
practices, including meditation.
Connection: Appreciating others and 
acknowledging their choices or way of life 
can lead to less stressful  situations between 
people, communities and countries.
Purpose: Having motivating short- and 
long-term goals — has also been linked to 
mental and physical well-being.
Insight: This is trained by getting curious 
about your own preconceived thoughts 
and opinions and remembering that your 
brain is not pre-wired to function in a set 
manner.

Learning  to question your own 
assumptions and biases, has tremendous 
potential to heal the division and sense 
of ‘us’ and ‘others’ that are being seen 
increasingly in many societies.

The researchers based their work on the 
brain’s remarkable elasticity that allows it 
to adapt to and overcome difficulties. We 
are not born a certain fixed way. Our brains 
and nervous systems and biology can be 
shaped, and there are many ways we can 
influence our minds, brains, and bodies for 
the better, said the study team.

The team is now planning on using 
their framework for building resilience and 
mitigating depression among people. 

A universal tool-kit for mental well-being 

New insulin molecule
self-regulates sugar

Nearly 50 million people around the world suffer from type 1 diabetes 
and go through life enduring daily insulin injections, dietary 

restrictions, and the potential for developing a host of other diseases.
Currently, type 1 diabetes cannot be cured. People with type 1 

diabetes need daily insulin injections as their body does not produce 
enough on its own. There are different types of insulin and different 
routes of administering it.. Most patients use both a long-acting insulin 
(sometimes called a basal insulin), and inject additional insulin before or 
after meals (sometimes called regular or short-acting insulin) to match the 
carbohydrate content of the meal. An insulin pump may also be used to 
optimize insulin delivery to the body’s needs. 

However, the difficult thing with diabetes is that insulin always 
works the same way. It lowers blood sugar, even though that might not 
be what a patient requires, as it is unable to identify whether a patient 
with type 1 diabetes needs a small or large effect from the insulin. Now, 
researchers from the University of Copenhagen and biotech firm Gubra 
have developed a new insulin molecule that, in the future, will ensure type 
1 diabetic patients receive just the right amount of insulin.

The development is the first step towards a kind of insulin that can 
self-adjust according to a patient’s blood sugar level, and this has huge 
potential to vastly improve the lives of people with type 1 diabetes.

The researchers developed a type of insulin with a built-in molecular-
binding that can sense how much blood sugar is in the body. The molecule 
constantly releases a small amount of insulin, but varies this according to 
the body’s  need — as blood sugar rises, the molecule becomes more 
active and releases more insulin, and as blood sugar drops, less is released.

Today, a person with type 1 diabetes must inject themselves with 
insulin many times throughout the day and frequently monitor their blood 
sugar level by pricking their finger with a blood glucose meter. The new 
discovery allows a person to inject the new insulin molecule less often 
over the course of a day and thereby move through life with less worry.

Although the new ‘automated’ insulin is a major advance towards 
better diabetes treatment, it will be a while before the revolutionary 
insulin becomes a part of diabetics’ everyday lives. The researchers have 
so far conducted their study only on rats, where it has shown to be highly 
effective. They now plan to develop the molecule so that it works more 
rapidly and accurately before moving to test it on humans.
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democracies around the world.
Europe’s own Trumpians — Hungarian 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Poland’s 
deputy prime minister and de facto ruler, 
Jarosław Kaczyński — have already been 
orphaned by Trump’s political demise. As 
Europeans look ahead to their own elections 

— in the Netherlands and Germany in 2021, 
and in France in 2022 — populist parties will 
have less claim to be channeling the tide 
of history. In the United Kingdom, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, a consummate 
political weathervane, is already shifting with 
the new political winds. Following Trump’s 
loss, he finally fired his populist Brexit guru, 
Dominic Cummings, and signaled that he 
would be crafting a new identity for the post-
Trump world.

The second reason to be cheerful is that 
COVID-19 vaccines are on the way. This will 
allow for a gradual return to normality, and 
the way they were developed should reaffirm 
our support for international cooperation. It 
was nothing if not inspiring to see the first 
vaccine come from BioNTech, a European 
Union-funded company led by two German 
scientists of Turkish descent. Given justifiable 
concerns about ‘vaccine nationalism’, it is 
important that the people have seen that 
internationalism, not parochialism, is the 
path out of this and other global crises.

That brings me to the third reason for 
optimism: encouraging news on the climate 
front. As many commentators have noted, 
climate change could lead to an even bigger 
crisis than COVID-19. But following a massive 7 
percent decline in greenhouse-gas emissions 
this year, we at least know what is possible. 
And now that governments have proved 
capable of spending whatever it takes in an 
emergency, they will face growing pressure 
to invest in the technologies needed for a 
rapid transition to clean energy.

The fourth cause for cheer is the return of 
faith in government. COVID-19 has reminded 
everyone just how valuable competent 
public administration can be. It also has 
brought new attention to the need for 
redistribution. After the 2008 financial crisis, 
many hoped that the prevailing neoliberal 
orthodoxy would give way to social 
democracy and greater political control over 
the economy. Instead, we got bank bailouts 
and other glaring examples of ‘socialism for 
the rich and capitalism for the poor’.

After a decade of painful austerity and the 
political upheavals it caused, governments 
are finally taking more responsibility for 
public welfare. Mainstream parties, including 
the Democrats in the US, are pushing policies 
to support workers and the middle class, 
offering hope that structural inequality, 
which leaves many feeling ‘left behind’ (and 

thus open to populist appeals), will finally be 
addressed.

That brings us to the last reason to be 
cheerful. The pandemic has triggered a 
reconsideration of the global system. In 
place of unregulated hyper-globalization, 
many leading powers are looking for ways 
to reconcile the appetite for cheap goods, 
advanced technologies, and other benefits 
of trade with greater control over domestic 
affairs. Whether it is talk of ‘decoupling’ in 
the US, ‘dual circulation’ in China, or ‘strategic 
autonomy’ in Europe, long-overdue policy 
debates are now underway.

Here, I find the European conversation 
particularly heartening, since it is focused on 
channeling the desire for more control in ways 

that preclude self-defeating nationalism. The 
EU’s quest for sovereignty spans at least five 
areas (economic and financial issues, public 
health, digitalization, climate policy, and 
security), and Europeans have been making 
good progress in all of them. The creation 
of a €750 billion ($915 billion) recovery fund 
shows that countries like Germany are willing 
to cross their traditional red lines in the 
interest of solidarity.

Of course, it is too early to declare victory 
in any of our current battles. Biden will 
struggle to govern a polarized country in 
the face of Republican resistance. Delivering 
vaccines to the entire world will be an 
enormous logistical challenge. Competing 
great powers could yet derail the climate 
agenda in the lead-up to the COP26 climate 
summit in Glasgow in November. The threat 
of recession and new debt crises could 
exacerbate inequality, auguring a return 
to more toxic politics. The revival of the 
European dream will depend on the outcome 
of highly contested national elections.

But as 2021 nears, things look a lot better 
than they did just a few months ago. We now 
have at least five reasons to celebrate the 
New Year.

A lot of chickens came home to roost 
this year. The COVID-19 pandemic 
was not some random thunderbolt 

from out of the blue, but rather a man-
made ‘natural’ disaster, holding up a mirror 
to so many of our bad habits and dangerous, 
indeed, lethal practices.

After all, the coronavirus’s transmission 
from bats to humans was a product of mass 
urbanization and destructive encroachment 
on natural habitats, and its rapid spread was 
a result of over-industrialization, frenetic 
trade, and contemporary travel habits. 
Likewise, the world’s inability to come 
together to contain the crisis reflects the 
extent to which governance capacity lags 
behind hyper-globalization.

Many of these failings were evident before 
the virus hit, with people in many countries 
embracing nationalist and populist leaders 
who promised decisive action in a world that 
seemed out of control. But though this has 
been a difficult year, there are at least five 
reasons to be cheerful about 2021.

The first and most obvious reason is 

US President Donald Trump’s defeat. It is a 
relief to be able to wake up in the morning 
without worrying about what the world’s 
most powerful person said on Twitter while 
you were sleeping. The United States will 
soon be back in capable hands. In addition 
to making America more predictable and 
responsible, President-elect Joe Biden’s 
victory holds important implications for 

Five Cheers for 2021
MARK LEONARD
Director of the European Council on 
Foreign Relations.
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The world has received the best possible 
gift for the coming year. The develop-
ment of safe and effective COVID-19 

vaccines in such a short time is something 
close to a medical miracle and portends an 
end to the crisis that dominated 2020.

But the pace at which we will end the 
pandemic depends on three factors. The first 
is the extent of continued compliance with 
recommended safety measures such as mask 
wearing, social distancing, crowd avoidance, 
and hand washing. The second factor is our 
ability to overcome the many logistical and 
distributional challenges of administering 
vaccines globally. And the third is access to 
vaccines for poorer countries. The pandemic 
will not be over until the coronavirus has 
been vanquished everywhere.

Some efforts are already underway to 
achieve this. For example, COVAX, a coalition 
of 172 countries (not including the United 
States), is seeking “to guarantee rapid, fair, 
and equitable access” to vaccines “for people 
in all countries.” Co-led by Gavi, the Coalition 
for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, 
and the World Health Organization, it has 
already made arrangements with nine 
pharmaceutical developers to procure 
vaccines once they have been approved. So 
far, the European Union and individual EU 
member states have contributed the most 
to the effort – €850 million ($1 billion) to 
date – followed by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation and other major donors.

COVAX is seeking to raise $5 billion by the 
end of 2021 so that it can procure two billion 
doses. But even with a vaccine requiring only 
one dose (the current approved vaccines 
require two), two billion would not be enough 
to cover the developing world’s population. 
And while there is hope that producers in 

countries such as India can manufacture 
vaccines less expensively, the global supply 
will still fall far short of demand.

In addition to COVAX, there are also efforts 
to provide financing for poor countries 
directly. The World Bank, for example, has 
committed $160 billion to its client countries, 
and many other donors and philanthropic 
foundations have contributed in a similar 
fashion. Moreover, under the World Bank and 
the International Monetary Fund’s joint Debt 
Service Suspension Initiative (DSSI), 73 poor 
countries have been offered the opportunity 
to postpone debt-service payments until 
June 2021. As of early December, 45 countries 
had signed up for the program, with most 
of them freeing up funds equivalent to 0.1-2 
percent of GDP.

While universal access to the vaccine 
is essential to overcome the pandemic, it 
is not clear that allocating more money 
to poor countries for vaccine purchases 
will actually enable them to obtain more 
doses, given the anticipated supply issues. 
Approved producers are already straining 
against capacity limits, and while there may 
be favorable surprises, increased demand 
(and thus the price at which the vaccine 
may be purchased) is unlikely to stimulate 
significantly higher production.

Moreover, many of the current contracts 
commit producers to sell at cost, with the 
quantities already specified. After those 
stocks are depleted, additional financing 
to countries pursuing unilateral purchases 
would likely result in a bidding war, thereby 
driving up the price and offsetting the gains 
to overall welfare.To be sure, the companies 
that undertook the risk of pursuing a 
safe and effective vaccine deserve to be 
compensated for their efforts. As productive 
capacity increases, market forces should be 
allowed to provide incentives for innovation, 
development, and the creation of additional 
production facilities. But given the extent of 
demand for vaccines in 2021 is likely to exceed 
supply, further incentives for additional 
production cannot be expected to improve 
the supply-demand balance within the year.

And that is hardly the only concern. If some 
poor countries are sufficiently creditworthy, 
they may borrow more to finance vaccine 
purchases at the same time that the price for 
vaccines rises, leaving them with more debt 
but not a greater supply of vaccines than they 
otherwise might have procured.

Meanwhile, other poor countries that 
were already highly indebted are confronting 
debt-servicing difficulties that they would 
have faced even under normal economic 

circumstances. And some of those receiving 
DSSI support may simply use the freed-up 
funds to finance debt-servicing commitments 
rather than to purchase vaccines. To the 
extent that other creditors – such as private 
banks and major bilateral official lenders 
like China — get paid today, there will be 
fewer funds available later on for debt 
restructuring undertaken in conjunction with 
macroeconomic reforms.

These circumstances could result in there 
being fewer vaccines delivered to poor 
countries and greater rewards to creditors 
who received debt-service payments at 
the expense of those who offered DSSI 
forbearance. And in still other cases, the 
newly available funds might be directed 
toward other areas of government deficit 
spending instead of to vaccine purchases.

Given all of these complications, the best 
way to help poor countries obtain more 
doses is to reach an international agreement, 
presumably through COVAX and the WHO, to 
coordinate the allocation of available vaccines. 
The US is expected to rejoin the WHO after 
President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration on 
January 20. Once that happens, a multilateral 
push to allocate vaccines efficiently to poor 
countries will have a high chance of success 
and should be pursued in earnest.

VIEWPOINT
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Avoiding a vaccine-bidding war
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Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, who passed away last Sunday 
aged 72, was known for his numerous 

contributions to the political, social, cultural 
and economic development of Kuwait.

Born on 27 April, 1948, as the eldest son of 
the late Amir, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, who passed away in late September 
of this year, Sheikh Nasser had been reported 
ailing for several years. A persona with 

multifaceted talents and interests, he was the 
founder of several pioneering establishments 
in Kuwait, in addition to being appointed to 
key posts in the government and in the Royal 
Court.

Most recently he served as First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
in the 35th Government from December 
2017 until the Cabinet’s resignation in 
November 2019. During his relatively brief 
tenure in government, he spearheaded a 
new economic direction for the country, 
leveraging his chairmanship of the country’s 
powerful General Secretariat of the Supreme 
Council for Planning and Development. He 
was the driving force behind reviving and 
reenergizing the overarching vision of the late 
Amir, the ‘New Kuwait 2035’ strategic plan, to 
transform Kuwait into a financial, commercial 
and cultural hub in the region.

Other official posts that Sheikh Nasser 
held included that of Special Adviser to His 
Highness the Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
in 1999 and Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs 
in 2006 in addition to being the founder of 
the Kuwait Association for the Protection of 
Public Funds.

Fighting corruption and implementing 
transparency featured prominently during 
his stint in government. His public allegations 
of government corruption and pressure for 
investigations into suspected embezzlement 
of millions of dinars from a military fund, 
eventually led to the resignation of the 
government in which he was the First Deputy 
Prime Minister.

In the fields of trade and investment, he 
founded the Al Futtooh Holding Company, 
and the Kuwait Projects Company. A deep and 

abiding interest in culture and history of the 
Arab World, saw him establish the Dar al-Athar 
al-Islamiyyah, a Kuwaiti foundation dedicated 
to the collection and preservation of ancient 
artifacts and manuscripts, and comprising the 
Al-Sabah Antiques Collection. He was also an 
honorary member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Metropolitan Museum in New York.

In addition, he was the founder and 
member of Kuwait Equestrian Club, the 
Honorary President of the Kuwaiti Association 
of Formative Arts, and the Founder of Alzaman 
Political Magazine.

Married to Sheikha Hissa Sabah Al-Salem 
Al-Sabah, the couple have six children, Danah, 
Abdullah, Bibi, Sabah, Fahad and Futooh.

Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad
 (1948-2020)


