
Traveling for business, leisure 
or pleasure has seen such an 

exponential growth in Kuwait in the 
last decade that one would wonder 
what the reasons are behind it. 
Traveling is no longer limited to one 
or two long holiday periods during 
the year, rather it has become a year 
round activity, with people going 
out on short breaks to explore, seek 
out adventure or just experience a 
new destination. 

This new travel culture has 
gained momentum in Kuwait, just 
as dining-out or the home-delivery 
culture  has permeated society. 
There is hardly a Kuwaiti who has 
not travelled outside his own 
country to experience a new world 
or be entertained at theme parks, or 
pampered at luxury resorts or spas. 

Kuwaitis are known all over the 
world for their love of shopping 
and enjoying the finer things of life. 
Several Kuwaiti now have second 
and even third homes in cities like 
London, Paris, Istanbul, New York, 
Malaga, Zurich, Vienna, the list is 
quite comprehensive and includes 
many other exotic locations and 
even entire islands. 

For a long time it was thought 
to be the hot summer heat that 
prompted Kuwaitis with substantial 
discretionary income to escape 
to cooler and more comfortable 
places with their families. But this 
trend has now become a year-
round habit, with the possible 
exception of those having school-
age children who have no other 
option than to limit their holidays to 
school vacations. 

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Improved quality of assets held 
by banks that contributed to a 
doubling of net bank income 

from 9 percent in 2017 to 18 percent 
last year, business consolidations in 
banking and non-banking financial 
sectors, and progressive legislative 
reforms, including fintech regulations, 

have contributed to continued stability 
and soundness of Kuwait’s banking and 
financial sectors.

The decision by Kuwait’s leading 
asset management and investment 
banking firm KAMCO Investment 
House to acquire a 70 percent stake in 
Global Investment House, and the near 
completion of a merger between Kuwait 
Finance House and Bahrain’s Ahli United 
Bank of Bahrain, which could create the 
sixth biggest lender in the region with 
assets of over US$100 billion, are some 

of the major consolidation moves in 
banking and non-banking sector. 

Another landmark development 
impacting financial sector in recent 
months was the decision by Capital 
Markets Authority (CMA) to launch an 
initial public offering of 50 percent of 
its shares in Boursa Kuwait (previously 
the Kuwait Stock Exchange) to Kuwaiti 
citizens in the last quarter of the year.

The share sale will mark the second 

and final stage of the privatisation 
process of Boursa Kuwait. Earlier the 
CMA had sold 44 percent of its shares 
held in the capital of Boursa Kuwait to 
an international consortium comprised 
of the Athens Stock Exchange, National 
Investments Company, Al Oula 
Investment and Arzan Financial Group. 
The remaining 6 percent of shares will 
be held by the government through the 
Public Institution for Social Security.

The privatisation of Boursa Kuwait 
is considered an important step 

towards achieving the ambitious 
national development objectives set 
forth in Kuwait’s Vision 2035, which 
aims to diversify the economy away 
from its over reliance on hydrocarbon 
revenues, attract foreign investments, 
give the private sector a stronger role 
and more opportunities in developing 
the national economy, and in the 
process transform the country into a 
regional center of finance, commerce 
and culture by 2035. 

But considering the country’s 
relatively small financial ecosystem, 
attracting sufficient investments 
into this sector has proven elusive in 
the past. Aware of this shortcoming, 
Kuwait’s financial gate-keepers are 
now banking on launching innovative 
financial technologies (fintech), and 
embracing technology as a core 
component of their strategy to 
attract international investments, and 
help in ensuring and securing future 
development of the country. 

Fintech is helping to bring together 
entrepreneurs, technology companies 
and the financial sector to develop 
ideas and innovations that can harness 
the power of the digital age to create 
better, sustainable financial services for 
the wider community.

Fintech has certainly come a long 
way from the credit cards and ATMs 
in the 1960s to online data storage in 
the 1990s. Today, fintech is an almost 
indispensable tool in all customer-
facing processes and in helping to ease 
the country’s move towards becoming 
an attractive financial investment 
destination. 

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fintech helps financial sector 
improve performance

DIMENSIONS

The NRI Scribbles:
A voice that touches 

the diaspora 2

KUWAIT’S PREMIER WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE
    www.timeskuwait.com

Issue No 968

Established 1996

29 September - 05 October 2019

timeskuwait

thetimesq8

thetimeskuwait

Kuwaiti men marrying 
non-Kuwaiti women on 

the increase

LOCAL

8
Online renewal of 

residency permit for 
Article 18 workers

LOCAL

7

 Hello

Why do Kuwaitis 
travel...so much



2
29 September - 05 October, 2019             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comDIMENSIONS

BY MERYL MATHEW
EXCLUSIVE TO THE TIMES KUWAIT

Today we live in a world where there is a Facebook 
post or Instagram image page for anything and 
everything. Be it recipes, jokes, fashion, arts and 

crafts and even cats, each of these pages have a passionate 
person behind it who dedicates their time towards the 
content of that page. 

But not every page hits the fame that it hoped to achieve. 
Only few pages become popular in their zone because of 
its unique touch to the topic or because of the value that 

people see in the content. 
To understand these dynamics of a page owner, we at 

The Times Kuwait decided to speak to one such person who 
managed to get 11-15 K followers in just a year for his page 
called, NRI scribbles.

Pranavesh Chander who works as a logistics officer in 
Alghanim Marine, Kuwait, saw the absence of  a Facebook page 
that spoke the NRI voice and decided to use his passion for 
cheering and motivating people. That is how NRI scribbles was 
born on 18 March, 2018. Today his hope to touch NRI emotions 
and feelings has indeed succeeded with his supportive and 
loving followers who appreciate and relate to his content.

Asked if NRI scribbles has been touching people like he had 
hoped for, Chander replied, “Lot of people have come forward 
and expressed on how certain posts have touched them. They 
have also given me a lot of support for the page. Most of my 
page followers are people who have been in the Middle East 
but left due to various reasons. So, when they see my page and 
the posts, it brings happy memories which touches them in a 
positive way.

Initially my page and my posts hit only 10-15 likes and most 
came from my friends or family. It all started with a post on that 
common joke, “Where are you from?” And when you say Kuwait 
or KSA, most people don’t really know where that is; all they 
know is Dubai due to its touristic popularity. 

That was my first popular post; it reached around 1000 likes 
and 1000 shares. After which the page analytics just took off 
and according to analytics it said that the post reached around 
300,000 people, and around 200-300 users started following 
my page.

The feeling was quite extraordinary because it was quite 
unexpected. I did not expect such a common joke to take off 
like that, But I guess a lot of people who say it never thought 

of putting it down on a post. 
Hence it looks like it just clicked 
as it was something any NRI 
could relate to.

Revealing his target, Chander 
said his initial target for the year 
was 20,000, which I have yet to 
reach. I believe it has to do with 
the fact that I have not been 
very active with my page for the 
last 3-4 months due to some 
personal things that had kept 
me occupied. So, my target still 
stands the same to hit 20-25 K by 
March 2020. Let’s see, my fingers 
are crossed on this one.

But then again, the increase 
in followers is also not really 
based on how regularly I post 
but it has to do with how much it 
touches people’s hearts. Even still 

I do make it a point to post at least 1 post every day or every 
alternate day.

Explaining how he manages his personal life, fulltime job 
and yet find time to focus on the page, he replied, “I get a lot of 
thoughts during the day, it might be while I’m driving or while 
I’m at work. That time I note it down and before I’m done for 
the day and I’m heading to bed I make sure to turn it into a post 
like a joke or a meme. Most of my posts are created at night or 
I try to do it on a Friday, which is the kind of routine I follow for 
my regular posts in-order to manage my time for NRI scribbles.

Asked about his next plans, Chander quickly replied, “I 
recently bought some equipment for videography. So, I’m 
planning on some video posts as well. Its going to be new for 
me as you may have seen, I have never had any video posts on 
NRI scribbles till date, so I’m very thrilled. I just hope that my 
audience like it too.”

His advice to those who aspire to create successful pages is: 
“This is my 4th page. I have had 3 pages before this on different 
topics, but it didn’t reach as many people as I wanted it to. 
That’s when it struck me that perhaps I’m doing something that 
already exists al lot. So, the advice from my own experience 
would be to do something different. It might be your passion, 
like my passion was to voice out my feelings, but I found that 
the NRI way clicked just because it was creative and different.

However, I do not see myself doing this as a full-time job, as 
I have doubts on whether I will receive the necessary monetary 
benefits from just posting online. There are people who make a 
significant amount out of it, but that requires total dedication. To 
me it works when I can balance both as something interesting 
to do apart from my office job.

Despite the popularity of his pages, he has his share of 
haters. Asked how he handles negative comment, Chander said, 
“Some people just like to pop up and say abusive comments on 
some of my posts. I’m not sure as to what may be the reason, 
but yes it does happen and when it does, I would mostly just 
ignore them or remove them from the page if necessary and if 
I feel like it bothers my regular audience. But at the same time, I 
understand that we all have different opinions and feelings and 
I’m always open to positive constructive feedback.

A voice that touches 

the diaspora
Pranavesh Chander who works as a Logistics Officer in 
Alghanim Marine, Kuwait, saw the lack of a Facebook page 
that spoke the NRI voice and decided to fill that gap by 
using his passion for cheering and motivating people. That is 
how NRI Scribbles was born on 18 March, 2018. Today, his 
hope to touch NRI emotions and feelings with his page has 
succeeded beyond his initial expectations, with the thousands 
of supportive and loving online followers appreciating and 
relating to his content.
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As part of its corporate social responsibility, 
ALSAYER has launched an initiative to 

motivate high school students to take the next 
big step in self-learning. The Group Corporate 
Excellence and Lexus Division at ALSAYER, in 
association with Zidnei, a leading e-Learning 
application provider, developed ALSAYER 
Academy, an exclusive online content library for 
Physics and Mathematics. 

ALSAYER Academy E-Learning Application, 
hosted in Google Play and iOS App Store, features 
downloadable Physics and Mathematics online 
contents. Over 200 students of senior secondary 
grades representing various schools in Kuwait 
downloaded the application and joined in the 
Zidnei competition. More than 70 contestants 
participated in the final round of competition, 
and seven were eventually declared as winners.

ALSAYER and Lexus Division in association with 
Zidnei hosted an event to honor the winners, 

during which the Executive Board Member 
and Chairman of the Sustainability Committee 
at ALSAYER Holding, Mohamed Naser Al Sayer, 
distributed awards and certificates to the contest 
winners. 

According to Mahmoud Abou-Zahr Business 
Director at Lexus “Lexus always combines 
technology, science and expertise to ignite young 
minds, and with ALSAYER Academy contest high 
school children are empowered to practice and 
learn Physics, Mathematics to open the door to a 
future with unlimited possibilities in academics”.

ALSAYER and Lexus supported Zidnei 
E-Learning Apps to improve the learning skills 
of students in Kuwait. Over 33,000 students use 
Zidnei application with 80 percent success rate. 
This application consists of extensive libraries with 
more than 3,000 educational videos based on the 
ministry’s curriculum, explained  the Managing 
Director of Zidnei, AbdulAziz Alfarhan. 

ALSAYER and Lexus honor 
winners of Zidnei contest

Educational and medical facilities in the country 
could end up being paralysed, unless the 

executive regulation of Law No.78 of 2019 with 
regard to the need for attestation and issuance of 
equivalence certificates of teachers and doctors, is 
immediately implemented.

The certificates of new teachers, both Kuwaitis 
and foreigners, who have recently signed contracts 
locally or overseas with the Ministry of Education. 
are awaiting the issuance of the aforementioned 
executive regulation. 

The Minister of Education and Minister of Higher 
Education Dr. Hamid Al-Azmi reportedly formed a 
committee to look into this matter in January of this 
year. Apparently, the committee has been ‘looking 
into the matter’ for this past nine months, even as 
certificates and documents of doctors and teachers 
pile up awaiting evaluation by the Higher Education 
authorities.

The Ministry of Education has raised this crisis 
with its undersecretary, Dr. Saud Al-Harbi and 
requested him to find a solution with the Civil 
Service Commission (CSC), so that teachers can 
start work immediately, as was done previously 
before the new law was evoked.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health revealed that 
it too is awaiting the issuance of the executive 

regulation of the new law. The delay by the Ministry 
of Higher Education in scrutinizing the documents 
and certificates of doctors sent to them is holding 
up the hiring of essential doctors in the ministry’s 
hospitals and clinics. 

The issuance of the executive regulation of the 
law may resolve the crisis radically by excluding 
doctors and medical professionals from attesting 
their documents before employment. According to 
experts, Article IV of the law confirms the possibility 
of exceptions, so as to employ the staff first and 
have their certificates evaluated and equivalence 
certificates issued at a later stage, especially 
since the Ministry has adopted the scheme of 
International certification of doctors and medical 
professionals for applicants.

Attestation snafu delays 
employment of doctors, teachers

Department of Registration 
and Control of Medicines and 
Phytosanitary Drugs has suspended 

the sale of certain ranitidine medications, and 
called for their immediate withdrawal from 
pharmacy shelves.

Revealing the suspension,  the Assistant 
Undersecretary for Drug and Food Control 
Affairs at the Ministry of Health, Dr. Abdullah 
Al-Bader, said that ranitidine medications 
were being removed from shelves as a 
precautionary measure, following preliminary 

results from analyses conducted by the 
ministry. Ranitidine medications that are sold 
under the brand name Zantac among others 
are usually prescribed for the treatment of 
acidity and reflux. 

Reports by the US Food and Drug 
Administration, as well as from the European 
Commission on Medicines, have shown 
that these medications contain low levels of 
NDMA, a substance that is believed to cause 
cancer in some individuals.

Al-Bader noted: “International health 

authorities are currently studying to 
determine the permitted safe proportions of 
NDMA in food products and pharmaceuticals. 
Until the completion of these investigations 
and in order to ensure the health and safety of 
patients in Kuwait, we have decided to remove 
these medications. Any further developments 
or procedures in this regard will be announced 
as soon as they are available.” 

In the meantime, patients using ranitidine 
medications have been advised to consult their 
physician to seek alternate prescriptions and 

to report any side effects of pharmaceuticals 
through the Drug Side Effects Reporting Form 
available on the Ministry of Health website

MoH bans the sale of ranitidine medications

Case against 
CSC for not 
hiring Kuwaitis
A case has been filed against the Civil Service 

Commission (CSC) for not hiring qualified 
Kuwaiti legal practitioners in specialties.

In his lawsuit, lawyer Abdullah Al-Rashidi 
requested the court to order CSC to terminate the 
appointment of all expatriate legal practitioners 
employed in specialties, since there are many 
qualified Kuwaiti lawyers registered with the CSC.

Explaining his case, the lawyer stated 
that there were more than 30,000 Kuwaiti 
legal practitioners working efficiently in the 
public sector, while a further 6,000 more were 
employed in the private sector. He argued that 
with this many qualified personnel there was 
no need to employ expatriates having the same 
qualifications as specialist legal practitioners.

Al-Rashidi  added that some officials do not 
trust the competency of Kuwaiti practitioners, 
citing his own example, he said that despite 

being an experienced legal researcher working in 
the public sector, some officials did not believe in 
his competency and denied him the opportunity 
to serve on higher panels, which caused him to 
feel frustrated and resign from his job. He added 
that Kuwaiti appear to have become strangers in 
their own homeland.

He pointed to one specific case where 
an expatriate was enjoying a high salary and 
receiving undue privileges. The lawyer claimed 
that an expatriate advisor to the Minister of 
Health was earning KD2,100 as salary in addition 
to allowances for serving on committees, and 
enjoys pilgrimage bonus while living in an 
accommodation for female nurses.
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Many nutritionists believe 
that the type of food you 
consume plays an important 

role in burning fat. Hence, I insist that 
my patients do not skip any of the 
three main meals during the day, and 
maintain portion control on the type 
of foods they eat. In this article, I will tell 
you what are the best foods that help in 
burning fat and keeping a flat belly, now 
that summer vacation is almost here.

Caffeine: Studies have shown that 
caffeine releases fatty acids so that they 
burn faster. Drink caffeine in the form of 
coffee and tea. Chocolate, specifically 
dark chocolate, also contains caffeine 
and is rich in antioxidants which boosts 
your metabolism and burns fatter. 
However, people with high blood 
pressure should limit their caffeine 
consumption.

Raw nuts and almonds: They slim your 
tummy by keeping it full. When eating 
good sources of fat like omega 3 and 
Vitamin E fatty acids, you remove the 
bad body fat especially around your 
waist. So ten almonds a day satisfies 
your hunger cravings and does not give 
you excess calories.
However, you should skip salted nuts 

as too much sodium raises your blood 
pressure and retains water in your body.

Berries: Berries like raspberries and 
strawberries contain a lot of filling fiber 
in a small portion. Fiber is easily digested 
and prevents constipation. Berries also 
contain special kind of antioxidants that 
keeps your belly flat.

Avocado: In addition to containing a 
lot of heart-healthy monounsaturated 
fats, avocados are a source of filling 
fiber (11 to 17 grams per avocado). They 
also contain high amount of Vitamin E, 
which also helps in slimming your waist. 
As 1/4 avocado has 45 calories, you 
should include them in your diet.

Cinnamon: It is a kind of spice but it 
doesn’t add calories, while helping you 
burn fat. According to a recent study of 
diabetics, cinnamon metabolizes blood 
sugar levels, so adding two teaspoons 
of cinnamon a day to your food or 

even drinking a cinnamon drink, was 
found to reduce blood sugar levels 
and cholesterol by 20 percent. You can 
get your favorite dose of cinnamon by 
flavoring your coffee with it.

Oats: Oats not only can make you 
feel full, but are easily digestible, and 
extremely high in fiber, so you feel full 
for a longer time. Oatmeal is your best 
option for a healthy fulfilling breakfast.

And of course, drink plenty of water 
as it flushes all the toxicity out of your 
body. Decrease your salt and sodium 
consumption as salt causes water 
retention and can be the cause of 
developing cellulite.

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and wellness 
and has joined The Times Kuwait team in 
a new weekly column discussing nutrition 
and answering queries. You can send in your 
questions to infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

Six foods that burn fat

To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

 Thought
  for the         e

week

FOOD

Thomas Jefferson 
Founding Father and Third President of United States 

Nothing can stop the man with the 
right mental attitude from achieving 
his goals. Nothing on earth can help 

the man with the wrong attitude.

Maybe you forgot to buy eggs at 
the supermarket. Or you dropped 

the carton on the floor. Or you don’t eat 
animal products, period. In these cases 
and then some, egg substitutes come 
in handy. If a recipe was developed 
with eggs and you are forging your own 
path with a substitution, there is no 
getting around that the recipe will turn 

out differently (after all, you are using a 
different ingredient). But the ingredients 
below will ensure that the eggs’ absence 
is noticed as little as possible, if at all.

Flaxseed meal: Rich in omega-3 fatty 
acids, flaxseeds have an earthy, nutty 
flavor. When ground up and combined 
with water, they yield a consistency 
much like a beaten egg. Flax eggs are 
a popular pick in baked goods, from 
cookies to quick breads, because they 

add body and structure. But unlike eggs, 
they do not assist in leavening.

Chia seeds: Though they have a milder 
flavor than flaxseeds, chia seeds are 
also rich in omega-3 fatty acids (not 
to mention protein and fiber). Their 
thickening powers make them a good 
shortcut to homemade jam and, for the 
same reason, they are useful when you 
need to add more structure to vegan 
baked goods, like waffles, quickbreads, 
and more. 

Mashed banana: This ingredient 
works best in chewy baked goods like 
brownies. But depending on the recipe, 
the flavor might be a dealbreaker. 

Applesauce: Like mashed bananas, 
applesauce is an everyday ingredient 
that you might already have around. 
Unlike bananas, it has a more neutral 
flavor, which can go less noticed in 
baked goods. Optionally, you can stir 
a pinch of baking powder into the 
applesauce to aid in leavening and to 
avoid the applesauce weighing down 
the batter.

Silken tofu: As its name implies, 
silken is one of the softest, silkiest tofu 
classifications. Add it to a blender or 
food processor and you will end up with 
a fluffy-smooth puree, which can serve 
as a sturdy binder in baked goods.

Starches: Starches, such as arrowroot 
powder, cornstarch, potato starch, 
tapioca starch, and agar, all mixed with 
a bit of water, can serve as an egg 
substitute in enriched breads, cakes, and 
as a thickening agent in custards.

Vinegar + baking powder: Combine 
these two ingredients and you have a 
strong leavening agent on your hands 
(remember, eggs add structure to baked 
goods and help with rising). While this 
combo can encourage cakes, muffins, 
and the like to reach their highest 
potential, it is also more sensitive—and 
prone to error—than the ingredients 
listed above. Definitely follow recipes 
with this substitute.

Best egg 
substitutes in

cooking and baking
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Nepalese Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. 
Durga Prasad Bhandari hosted a 
reception to commemorate the 

National and Constitution Day of his country 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel on 24 September. 

Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian Affairs 
Ambassador Ali Suleiman Al-Saeed was the 
guest of honor. Members of the diplomatic 
corps, Kuwaiti officials, representatives of local, 
regional and international organizations, as 
well as members of the Nepalese community 
and media personnel attended the function. 

In his address to the gathering, 
Ambassador Bhandari pointed out the 
significance of the National and Constitution 
Day, which celebrates the anniversary of the 
promulgation of the landmark constitution 
that governs Nepal. He further shared key 
features of the constitution, and noted 
that after the elections, Nepal has attained 
political stability, and peace has been 
restored in the country. He stressed that the 

government is committed and focused on 
economic development. 

Lauding the bilateral friendly relations 
between Nepal and Kuwait, he emphasized 
the high-level visits and exchanges between 
the two countries, which would be further 
explored to strengthen ties between the 
two countries. He added that Nepal is 
also coordinating with Kuwait on issues of 

common interest at the international level.
Drawing attention to the high number 

of Nepalese in the Kuwait labor force, 
Ambassador Bhandari stated that they 
played a major role in strengthening relations 
between the countries. 

He noted that various reforms were 
introduced that made investments easier 
in Nepal and highlighted that Kuwait has 

provided support in Nepal’s development 
projects. He invited Kuwaitis to invest in 
sectors important to development in Nepal, 
including in hydropower, infrastructure 
development, tourism, agriculture, and 
human resources.

Praising Nepal as a prime tourist destination, 
the Nepalese Ambassador Bhandari revealed 
there is a rise in Kuwaiti tourists to Nepal, and 
encouraged more Kuwaiti citizens to visit his 
country. On that occasion, a presentation was 
organized that explored exports, and key areas 
of investment in Nepal, while an exhibition 
of vibrant photographs showcased Nepal’s 
natural beauty, art, and culture, and other 
stalls displayed an assortment of fascinating 
products and promoted traditional Nepali 
cuisine. 

Among the highlights of the celebration 
was a cultural program led by local Nepalese 
artists, who gave presentations of traditional 
folk dances, and songs. 

Reception held to mark 
Nepal’s National and Constitution Day

Toyota’s GAZOO Racing (GR) World Rally 
Team (WRT) claimed a historic clean sweep 
of the podium places at the recent Rallye 

Deutschland in Germany. Ott Tänak secured victory 
in the No. 8 Toyota Yaris WRC to increase his lead in 
the drivers’ championship to 33 points, with team-
mates Kris Meeke and Jari-Matti Latvala also joining 
him on the podium. The result represents the first 
time in four years that a single manufacturer has 
filled all spots on the podium on a WRC round, and 
brings the team to within eight points of the lead 
in the manufacturers’ championship.

The three crews protected their positions on the 
fourth and final day, with Tänak ultimately winning 
by 20.8 seconds in the No. 8 Toyota Yaris WRC as he 
clinched his fifth victory of the year. Meeke and co-
driver Seb Marshall claimed second place in the No. 
5 Toyota Yaris WRC, their first podium finish for GR, 
while third for Latvala and Miikka Anttila in the No. 
10 Toyota Yaris WRC represented a repeat of their 
strong results during the previous round in Finland. 
Together, they produced a perfect result at the 
home event of Toyota Motorsport GmbH, which is 
based nearby in Cologne and was responsible for 
developing the engine of the Toyota Yaris WRC.

Commenting on the victory, Team Chairman, 
Akio Toyoda, said: “Thank you very much to the 
drivers, co-drivers, team members, and all of the 

fans who are pleased with this result. Let’s keep 
fighting for the remaining four events this season, 
and let’s do our best to keep delivering the best 
sights for the fans! To all the fans, I thank you for 
your continuous support for GAZOO Racing WRT.”

Over the years, Toyota has been participating 
in many different forms of motorsports,  including 
Formula One, the World Endurance Championship 

(WEC), and the Nürburgring 24  Hours endurance 
race. Toyota’s participation in these events was 
overseen by separate  entities within the company 
until April 2015, when Toyota established GAZOO 
Racing (GR),  to consolidate all of its motorsports 
activities under one in-house brand. Representing 
 Toyota’s belief that ‘the roads build the people, and 
the people build the cars,’ GR highlights the role 
of motorsports as a fundamental pillar of Toyota’s 
commitment to  making ‘ever-better’ cars. 

GAZOO Racing Achieves Clean 
Sweep at 2019 Rallye Deutschland
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Crime Beat
Air hostess charges Kuwaiti with assault

A Kuwaiti ‘gentleman’ on a flight from Bahrain to Kuwait has been accused 
of insulting, humiliating and assaulting an Egyptian air hostess following 

an altercation between the two. After the Gulf airline landed at Kuwait 
International Airport, the air hostess filed a complaint against the man with 
the airport authorities and was instructed to lodge a complaint at the nearest 
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh Police Station. The captain of the flight lend his weight to 
the complaint by substantiating the claim made by the air hostess.

Expatriate fined, imprisoned 
for stealing from company

An expatriate working as a manager in a private company has been 
sentenced by the Court of Appeals to seven years in prison and ordered 

to pay a penalty of KD1.8 million for stealing from the company, while the 
owner was bed-ridden. The expatriate has confessed to stealing from the 
company and transferring it to his bank account abroad. He is understood 
to have used forged documents after stealing the bank card of the company 
owner and taking the money out in small amounts at a time, in order not to 
arouse any suspicion.  The Criminal Court had  earlier sentenced the man to 
a 10-year prison term and a fine of KD1.8 million, the new decision lowers the 
prison-term by three years and keep the fine at the same KD1.8 million.

Kuwaiti arrested for attempting 
to travel on cancelled ticket

A 43-year-old Kuwaiti on a visit to India has been arrested for entering 
the restricted  ‘passengers only’ area, at Bengaluru Kempegowda 

International Airport in the southern state of Karnataka, and attempting 
to take a flight on a cancelled ticket. According to local media, the Kuwaiti 
was arrested by Indian police after he was reported for using a cancelled air 
ticket by the traffic officer at the Kuwait Airways counter in the airport. The 
traffic officer informed police after he found that the suspect had entered the 
‘passengers only’ departure lounge, to accompany his other family members, 
after presenting a cancelled ticket to the security personnel. On questioning, 
the suspect denied that he was attempting to travel with a cancelled ticket 
and said that he was only trying to take his family members to the nearest 
possible point from the boarding gate.. He, however, admitted that he had 
deliberately booked the ticket and then cancelled it to gain entry into the 
departure lounge. The man has been remanded until further investigations 
are completed.

Duo of visa traders sentenced to life 

In what must definitely be a first for authorities in Kuwait, the Criminal Court 
has sentenced a Kuwaiti and an Egyptian businessman to life imprisonment 

for selling visas to 400 expats at KD1,500 each. Four others, a Saudi, a Syrian and 
two Egyptians were given three years in jail for human trafficking offense. The 
case was filed by dozens of Egyptian workers who were trafficked to Kuwait 
by the duo, and the sentencing comes in the wake of the decision by Egypt 
to suspend the sending of workers to Kuwait on account of rampant human 
trafficking. Buying and selling visas is a criminal offense in Kuwait. Despite the 
law, many citizens engage in visa trade, and expats eager for a job in Kuwait buy 
visas from these traders. However, when they land in Kuwait, the workers find 
that the job promised to them is nonexistent. At best, they can hope to get a 
temporary job on probation for three months, after which they are forced to 
take up any marginal work in order to survive, while they look for permanent 
jobs in the market.

Jordanian woman found dead 
with suspicious marks on body

Jordanian woman who was found dead in her mother’s apartment in Salmiya, 
reports Al-Rai daily. On receiving reports of the unnatural death of a Jordanian 

woman, the Operations Department of the Ministry of Interior swung into action 
and alerted an investigation team that rushed to a flat in Salmiya where the body 
was found and reported by personnel of the Emergency Medical Services. Police 
who arrived on the scene noted that the body bore burn and beating marks, 
and have subsequently not ruled out criminal motives behind the death. The 
flat where the body was found reportedly belongs to the mother of the victim.

Drug menace gaining traction among Kuwaiti youth

Security sources reveal that despite 
attempts by authorities to stamp 
out the ominous menace of drugs 

and protect society from the deleterious 
effects of drug consumption, the usage of 
drugs, especially among young Kuwaitis is 
on the rise.

Though security personnel are exerting 
the utmost effort to monitor and eradicate 
the phenomena in the country, drugs are now 
reportedly being sold in the open, with the 
trade taking place at specific locations known 

to users and sellers in places such as Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh, Farwaniya, Khaitan and Jahra.

It is quite alarming that in a small country 
such as Kuwait, around 1,000 Kuwaitis and 
expatriates of both sexes have been referred 
to the General Department for Drug Control 
(GDDC) during the first eight months of 2019 
— some on suspicion of drug abuse and 
others for possessing various types of drugs 
and psychotropic substances.

General Administration of Customs 
has been working tirelessly to stop the 

smuggling of narcotics into the country, and 
police detectives have arrested many drug 
smugglers and traders over the years. But the 

increasing availability of drugs in the market, 
suggests that there could be loopholes along 
the border that the authorities need to find 
and plug urgently, or more menacingly, there 
could be narcotics manufacturing facility 
within the country.

Either way, it looks like we will have to live 
with the drug menace. The best protection 
from drugs is for each family to ensure that 
no one in the family uses drugs, or if someone 
uses it then immediately encourage them to 
seek medical help.

When a woman asks for help to 
carry her shopping, most men 

are likely to comply. If the woman 
asking for help happens to be young 
and beautiful, the chances of chivalrous 
people rushing to help her will be 
manifold.

It is this sense of chivalry that got 
many hapless males robbed by a 
young and beautiful Jordanian woman 
over a period of two years. Her modus 
operandi was quite simple but very 
effective. She would ask men passing 
by alone for help to carry her shopping 
bags; walking ahead she would lead 
the man to a lonely spot behind a 
building and then grab him. She would 
then threaten to accuse the man of 
attempting to molest her, or she would 
seduce him and then make off with his 
wallet and other valuables.

Most people, especially expatriates, 
finding themselves in such a situation 
would be afraid to report the incident 
to the police for fear of being accused of 
molestation, immorality or debauchery. 
They would probably chalk it up as a 
bitter experience and move on. 

However, a handful of people, who 
do not belong to the ‘most people’ 
category, would gather the courage 
and march off to the nearest police 

station to register a complaint. When a 
sufficient number of such people begin 
filing complaints, the police will get 
a picture of the suspect and her usual 
location of operations. 

Using the clues provided by victims, 
Criminal Investigation Department 
(CID) sleuths put the areas she was 
known to operate under surveillance. 
Sure enough, a few days later, the CID 
officers closed in on the woman as 
she was preparing to accost her new 
victim. The woman was subsequently 
identified in a police lineup by several 
victims. She told the police that she 
bought jewelry from the money she 
stole off the victims and the police were 
able to seize receipts for purchases of 
gold jewelry from her.
Moral: Next time someone asks for help 

with their bags, run the other way.

Good Samaritans get robbed 

Asian Cricket Council (ACC) U-19 
Asia Cup pits the region’s most 

talented ‘Associate’ cricketers against 
the world’s best. This year, Nepal, UAE, 
and first-timers Kuwait, joined the five 
test-playing nations of Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka at the U-19 Asia Cup 
competitions held in Sri Lanka. 

Kuwait faced the daunting prospect 
of India, Afghanistan, and Pakistan in 
Group A, whilst Nepal and UAE would 
have fancied pinching a semi-final 
spot from Sri Lanka or Bangladesh 
out of Group B. However, as it turned 
out, none of the three challengers 

managed an upset, but there were 
several good moments and individual 
performances of note. In a truncated 
23-over-a-side game against India, 
Kuwait’s openers put on more than fifty 
for the first wicket, and took their side 
to a respectable 7-110. 

For Kuwait, the challenge is to ensure 
that players such as Meet Bhavsar 
and Abdul Sadiq can be enticed into 
committing their cricketing to the Gulf 
nation. Much of course will depend on 
how the national team and the high 
performance program in the country 
continues developing after a relatively 
successful 2019.

U19 boys from Kuwait 
notch historic achievement

A friendly table-tennis tournament was organized 
by the Durrar Social and Sports Club (DSSC) at the 

Durrar Complex, Riggae on 20 September. The event was 
spearheaded by table-tennis aficionado and proficient 
player Rishi Kumra, a 21-year-old university student, with 
cooperation from other members of the DSSC Committee.

A total of 32 competitors in the adult doubles and singles 
categories and 16 young table-tennis fans under the age of 
14, participated in the tournament. The event which began 
shortly after 9am saw the adult doubles tournament start at 
9.30am and the adult singles competitions at 10.45am, while 
the under-14 singles was held at 1.00pm.

Four standout players,  Raghav Menon, Anirudh Manoj, 
Theajus and Mathew were crowned at the end of the 
competitions. In the adult doubles, Raghav Menon and 
Anirdh Manoj won the tournament in a closely fought 
match, defeating their opponents Mathew and Theajus 11- 
9 and 11-6 respectively. In the adult singles, Anirush Menon 
championed the gold medal by winning 11-6, 11-9, 12-10. In 
the under-14 singles, Mathew was crowned the champion 
after defeating Theajus 11-6, 11-8 in a nail biting match.  

The organizers expressed their gratitude to all the players, 
volunteers and referees involved in making the event a 
hugely successful one.

DSSC holds table tennis tourney
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Kidney dialysis abroad at government expense
A ministerial resolution has been 

issued by Health Minister Sheikh 
Dr. Basel Al-Sabah to amend the 

regulations on government-sponsored 
medical treatment abroad program for 
Kuwaiti citizens.

The amendment to the program now 
allows for patients who are receiving 
treatment abroad as part of the government’s 

plan, to be treated for kidney dialysis if it 
is medically warranted, without having to 
take prior approval from the specialized 
committee on kidney dialysis in Kuwait.

The amendments also include 
paying treatment expenses for patients 
hospitalized for over two weeks with road 
accident injuries, severe fractures, burns, 
heart attacks, and strokes, and it allows 

organ transplant patients to suspend 
treatment for a maximum of three months 
and later resume it without having to be 
reexamined. 

The amendments also seek to authorize 
overseas treatment managers to facilitate 
the travel of patients and their escorts and 
authorizes health offices to extend cancer 
treatment for a maximum of six months.

Women in Finance event
to empower women

After the success of enabling more than 
600,000 domestic workers in Kuwait 

to renew their residency permit online, the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI) is set to soon launch 
a similar facility for the millions of expatriate 
workers and their families in the private 
sector.

The online renewal is seen as a step 
in the government’s progressive move 
towards implementing an e-government 
strategy that increases efficiency, eliminates 
paperwork and reduces the time wasted in 
long queues along the corridors of ministries.

The scheme, slated to be launched in 

October and accessible through the MoI 
website, will allow expatriate workers to 
renew their residency permit as well as that 
of their spouse and children, without having 
to visit the passport offices or the offices of 
residency affairs in various governorates. 
The government is also reportedly aiming to 
introduce the online issuance of visit visas for 
parents, wives and children of expatriates.

The provision of online services comes 
following the automated linkage of the 
MoI with other ministries and government 
entities, most notably the Public Authority 
for Manpower and the Public Authority 
for Civil Information, which together have 
all relevant data on employment and on 
relatives of expatriate workers in the country, 
as well as the Ministry of Health, which 
provides data on the health status of new 
employees. Meanwhile, the tie up with Knet 
company allows the MoI to ensure that 
all payments are made online before any 
transaction can be completed.

Online renewal of residency 
permit for Article 18 workers

People warned of 
buying birds
from pet market

Birds that land in Kuwait for a respite 
on their long journey across distant 

migratory points are often trapped by 
unscrupulous bird-hunters and caged in 
unhealthy conditions until their eventual sale 
in the pet market. 

Some migratory birds and other rare 
species of animals and birds sold illegally at 
the pet market  in Al Rai and elsewhere pose 
a danger to residents, as they have not been 
examined or certified by the health authorities 
and could carry dangerous viruses or other 
health threats.

The birds and other rare animals, including 
exotic parrots and endangered turtles, are 
available either directly from the shops 
or through middle-men who arrange for 
the animals to be delivered for a mutually 
acceptable price.

When it comes to price, a lowly pigeon 
could fetch as much as KD30 while an exotic 
parrot could be sold for upward of KD300. 
Prices could go up to astronomical figures for 
exceptionally rare creatures. 

These violations of the law and animal 
rights happen due to poor monitoring 
and weak implementation of laws by the 
concerned authorities.

Dasman Diabetes Institute (DDI) with the 
support of the Kuwait Ministry of Health 

and in partnership with Montreal Medical 
International and the University of Montreal, have 
successfully initiated a first-of-its-kind Zebrafish 
research platform in the Gulf region. 

Under the vision of Professor Fahd Al-Mulla 
[Chief Scientific Officer], the DDI’s Animal 
and Imaging Core Facility led by Dr. Ashraf Al 
Madhoun [Senior Scientist and Head], Dr. Sardar 
Sindhu [Scientist II and Manager] and their 
team are working closely with Professor Pierre 
Drapeau [Neuroscientist and Zebrafish model 
expert] to develop the DDI Zebrafish research 
platform using cutting-edge molecular biology 
techniques and protocols. 

Zebrafish, which shares nearly 70 percent 
of their genetic code with humans, is an ideal 

research model for genetic and disease studies. 
The fact that Zebrafish breed rapidly allows 
scientists to study embryonic development, 
organ regeneration, and genetic-based diseases. 
Zebrafish have already been used to unlock some 
of the mysteries behind muscular dystrophy, 
cardiomyopathy, embryonic developmental, and 
are in use to study the development of many 
diseases including diabetes and cancer. 

The zebrafish laboratory will be pursuing 
research on genes and genetic variation which 
will help answer some of the core questions 
behind some of the most pressing issues in 
diabetes, obesity and cancer. With this platform 
now established, DDI will soon invite leading 
researchers from across the GCC region to pursue 
their own research with the support of DDI 
Zebrafish laboratory and team.

DDI opens Zebrafish research facility

Young quizzers of Indian 
Community School Kuwait 

(ICSK), Amman branch, Caleb Kurian 
George of class VIII and Issam Thalhath 
of class VII won the prestigious 23rd 
KITCO Inter-school Quiz Competition.

The event, which was held on 
Friday, 13 September at the American 
International School in Hawally, saw 
the participation of a large number 
of students from various schools in 
Kuwait. The final-round was a nail-
biting event with team ICSK Amman 
clinching the trophy.

ICSK Amman wins
KITCO Interschool Quiz

American Business Council Kuwait (ABCK) in 
cooperation with the US Embassy in Kuwait 

and  Women Mentor Forum, and in collaboration 
with Citibank Kuwait, jointly held the first Women 
In Finance Event at Millennium Hotel and 
Convention Centre on 22 September.

The initiative was aimed at empowering 
women working in the financial sector in Kuwait 
and promoting diversity within the industry. In 
attendance were Dr. Catherine Mann, Managing 
Director and Global Chief Economist at Citigroup, 
and over 60 women and men from the financial 
sector in Kuwait and the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states.

The event kick started with an opening speech 
delivered by Fatah Adour, Chief Executive Officer 
of Citibank Kuwait, in which he welcomed guest of 
honor, Dr. Catherine Mann, and the distinguished 
guests.

This was followed by a discussion between 
Dr. Mann and Mrs. Besma Al Qassar, the founder 
and president of Women Mentor Forum, on 
a range of topics, including globalization, 
climate change, issues impacting women in the 

financial sector, and opportunities for women in 
emerging markets such as FinTech. Following the 
discussion, Dr. Mann entertained questions from 
the attendees.

The event resumed with a recognition 
ceremony where ABCK’s Executive Director, Esra 
Menke, and Head of ABCK’s Women In Business 
Focus Group, Dr. Abeer Al Omar, thanked the 
guest speaker and the event sponsor Citibank 
Kuwait.  The event concluded with a group 
picture of the organizers with the guest speaker.
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A Filipino national, who works as a receptionist 
and assistant supervisor for a spa, was stabbed 

with a pointed tool by a Kuwaiti in the early morning 
of Friday, after the assailant was refused service on 
account of him being intoxicated. The receptionist 
was rushed to hospital while the assailant reportedly 
escaped from the scene immediately after the attack.

Narrating the incident to The Times Kuwait, the 
sister of the victim said that two men identified 
as Kuwaitis came to the spa under the influence 
of liquor and demanded services. The manager 
refused to provide them as per spa policy. “They 
threw the money on my brother’s face and when he 
was about to pick it up from the floor, one of them 
grabbed him by the neck and punched him in the 
face causing a swollen eye and bruises to the face,” 
said the victim’s sister. Both assailants left the place 
and when the victim went to the door to close it, one 
of the assailants returned with pointed object and 
started stabbing him in the upper part of the body. 
The entire incident was caught in the CCTV camera 
installed in the reception and outside the spa.

The assailants escaped from the scene and the 

victim was immediately rushed to the hospital, 
where he received treatment for his wounds. The spa 
manager rushed to the hospital to check his condition 
and have been following up on his recovery. “I am 
thankful that the spa manager has been providing 
him with support,” added the sister.

The case has been reported to the Philippine 
Embassy under the Assistant to the Nationals Unit 
and incident will be filed in the police station. The 
Philippine Embassy gave assurances that a criminal 
case will be filed against the assailants as their faces 
have been clearly identified in the CCTV cameras, and 
the victim also mentioned that this was their second 
visit to the spa. The Spa owner will also be summoned 
to the embassy for further enquiry on the case. 

Contrary to what was reported earlier 
in some media, Kuwait has not made 
a quantum leap in its rankings in the 

latest World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business 
Index.

It had been reported erroneously that 
Kuwait was ranked among the top 20 
countries in the Ease of Doing Business 2020 
index, out of 190 countries. The report was 
attributed to the Kuwait Direct Promotion 
Authority (KDIPA).

What the KDIPA had said was that the 
World Bank Group (WBG) announced on 26 
September that Kuwait had for the first time 
joined the group of top 20 improvers in the 
Ease of Doing Business Index 2020.

This global index captures ten key 
components that represent various dimensions 

of business regulatory environments for 
domestic enterprises. In its press release, KDIPA 

pointed out that Kuwait’s improvements came 
from measures undertaken in six components: 

Starting a Business; Getting electricity; 
Registering property; Getting Credit; Protecting 
Minority Investors; and Trading Across Borders.

The KDIPA added that improvement 
in Kuwait’s position in the Ease of Doing 
Business Index 2020, will directly and indirectly 
contribute to making the investment climate 
in the country more attractive to investors, 
and support the attainment of the National 
Vision 2035 and its developmental goals.

In ranking Kuwait among top 20 improvers, 
the World Bank had made clear that this 
ranking does not reflect the best performing/
ranked economies, which will be disclosed at 
the time of Doing Business 2020 launch on 24 
October. In 2019, Kuwait was ranked 97 out of 
190 countries, one notch below the 96 rank it 
occupied in 2018. 

Kuwait marks improvement 
in ease of doing business

Data on marriages and divorces taking place in 
the country over the years, from the Statistical 

and Research Department at the Ministry of Justice, 
shows that marriages between Kuwaiti men and 
non-Kuwaiti women within the past 10 years reached 
23,251, despite 2,408 of them ending up in divorce 
within the first year.

But divorces in the country are in general on 
a downward trend, with the rate of divorcee in all 
marriages consummated among Kuwaitis dropping 
by 13.8 percent over the ten-year period, while the 
divorce rate between Kuwaiti men and their non- 
Kuwaiti wives declined by 3.8 percent.

Other figures show that there has been a steady 
increase in the number of Kuwaiti men marrying 
non-Kuwaiti women, while there has been a 
corresponding decrease in Kuwait men marrying 
their compatriots during the last couple of years.

The number of marriages between Kuwaiti men 
and women in 2014 was 9,514 compared to 2,276 
marriages between Kuwaiti men and non-Kuwaiti 
women. In 2015, the total number of marriages 
between Kuwaiti men and women was 9,378 
compared to 2,306 marriages between Kuwaiti men 

and non-Kuwaiti women, while in 2016, it was 8,846 
compared to 2,316 marriages between Kuwaiti men 
and non-Kuwaiti women.

The steady decline in the number of marriages 
between Kuwaiti men and women and the increase 
in marriages between Kuwaiti men and non-Kuwaiti 
women is cause for social concern. Authorities 
concerned with demographic imbalance in the 
country would be well-advised to ask why there 
has been a steady decline in the number of Kuwaiti 
men wanting to marry Kuwaiti women, and how this 
phenomena can be reversed.

Kuwaiti men marrying 
non-Kuwaiti women on the increase

Intoxicated Kuwaiti stabs Filipino 
receptionist for refusing service

RICKY LAXA
STAFF WRITER

The Philippine Embassy in collaboration with 
attached agencies held a full day event for the 

Filipino Workers (OFWs) in Kuwait at the Qadsiya 
Gym in Hawally on Friday. The fully packed gym 
was attended by more than a thousand members 
of the Filipino community, who wanted to avail 
of different services offered by the embassy and 
attached agencies, including the Overseas Workers 
Welfare Administration, Philippine Overseas Labor 
Office, Pag Ibig Fund, Social Security System and 
Department of Social Welfare and Development. 
The event culminated with a cultural dance 
competition presented by different Filipino 
organizations in Kuwait and raffle draws from 
sponsors and donors.

The morning event commenced with Acting 
Assistant Labor Attaché Atty. Llwelyn Perez reading 
a message from the Philippine Labor Attaché 
Nasser, who was not present in the occasion. 
Philippine Charges D’ Affaires also delivered a brief 
message that highlighted the several services of 
the Philippine Embassy available for OFWs and 
encouraged continuous support for its projects. 

“This is so beneficial for us OFWs to be able to 
avail these services on a Friday as weekdays were 
impossible to come to the embassy, I would like 
to urge the embassy and agencies to offer these 

services in different areas where Filipinos face 
difficulty in attending due to their work schedules,” 
stated Tessie Mangiit, who works as a sales personnel. 

In an interview with Acting Assistant Labor 
Attaché Perez, she said that such outreach 
programs will continue for Filipinos to secure 
services only available in the embassy and labor 
office during weekdays, and they should not miss 
such opportunities.  Perez added that they hope to 
organize more of such programs in other areas in 
Kuwait and that information will be disseminated 
prior to the event. Among services offered during 
the program were verification of contracts, 
processing of return workers documents, updates 
on their accounts with SSS and Pag Ibig Funds and 
privileges available for OFWs. Each official from the 
attached agencies also delivered briefs on their 
services, which also included embassy facilities 
delivered by Vice Consul Adrian baccay.

Philippine Embassy and attached 
agencies hold event for OFWs 

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Any extended holidays, even if it is just an extra 
day during the weekend, brings about a mass exodus 
of people from Kuwait. Figures have shown that 
hundreds of millions of dinars are spent annually both 
in air travel expenses and also in other expenditures 
while abroad, including in shopping. Kuwaitis 
probably lead the world when it comes to per capita 
travel and spending during travel. 

Government is at a loss to stem this outflow, as 
local leisure and entertainment activities pale in 
comparison to even more conservative neighboring 
states, which are increasingly relying on tourists from 
Kuwait to boost their tourism sectors and economies.

The authorities need to wake up and realize that 
a paradigm shift in thinking is urgently required. But 
first, the attitude towards tourists, both international 
and domestic tourists, including expatriates, need 
to change. Saudi Arabia, once considered a pariah 
for tourists has just last week announced that it is 
opening up the kingdom for international tourism. 
The once reclusive kingdom has realized the 
immense economic potential of developing a strong 
tourism sector. On Friday, the kingdom launched 
a visa regime for 49 countries, set aside rules on 
unaccompanied women entering the country and 
relaxed strict dress codes for female visitors, with 
women tourists no longer being required to wear the 
all-covering abaya during visits.

Tourism Minister Ahmad al-Khateeb described it 
as a “historic moment” for the country. In 2017 Saudi 

Arabia announced a massive tourism development 
project that will turn 50 islands and other sites on the 
Red Sea into luxury resorts. Last year construction 
also began on Qiddiya ‘entertainment city’ near 
Riyadh, which is to include high-end theme parks, 
motor sport facilities and a safari area.

Saudi Arabia is also hoping to secure foreign 
investment in the tourism industry. It wants tourism 
to rise from the current 3 percent to 10 percent 
of gross domestic product by 2030. Along with 
the announcement on visa relaxations, the Saudi 
Arabian General Investment Authority (SAGIA) and 
the Saudi Commission for Tourism and National 
Heritage announced a number of memoranda of 
understanding and agreements with regional and 
international investors totaling around US$27 billion. 

Speaking about the agreements the Governor 
of SAGIA, Ibrahim Al-Omar said, “In Saudi Arabia, the 
market fundamentals are in place for a vibrant tourism 
industry, and we believe that the private sector will 
play a crucial role in unlocking this potential. At SAGIA, 
our role is to empower and enable domestic and 
international investors by identifying and developing 
new opportunities, fostering partnerships and 
shaping regulatory reforms.”

Meanwhile, authorities in Kuwait appear to come 
up with new rules each day aimed at driving away 
people from the country.   

– An Expatriate
You can share your thoughts on

editortimeskuwait@gmail.com

Why do Kuwaitis travel...so much
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With tourist arrivals expected to reach 40 million this year, 
Thailand’s most popular resorts and  islands are buckling 
under the pressure of mass tourism. Yet the kingdom 

has hundreds of quieter islands, some lined by beaches with a wow 
factor to match any of the world’s hideaway destinations.

Below are some of Thailand’s alternative islands that are perfect 
for quiet getaways in tranquil serenity. 

Koh Mak: Five Chinese-Thai families whose ancestors arrived in 
the 19th century still cultivate much of the land on Koh Mak, a star-
shaped island near Koh Chang in the eastern Gulf of Thailand.

Intimate, family-friendly resorts sit among pineapple farms, 
rubber groves, villages and pink-tinted sand overlooking the 
satellite isles. The largest of these is Koh Kradat, curiously home to a 
herd of deer that first arrived by order of King Chulalongkorn more 
than a century ago.

Eight miles west of Mak, Koh Rang is a brilliant undeveloped 
island with powdery sand and reefs in crystal water, protected by 
the Mu Koh Chang Marine Park.

Koh Phaluai:  Set 24km west of Samui, Koh Phaluai is partly 
overseen by the government-protected Mu Ko Ang Thong Marine 
Park. In the forested south, a few resorts provide bungalows and 
longtails for cruising to marvelous Song Phi Nong Beach, where 
camping is possible.

After a couple of nights on Phaluai, consider hiring a boat and 
heading 6km north to the park-run campground at Koh Wua Talap, 
another terrific kayaking base.

Koh Phra Thong: Emerging from a confusion of mangroves north 
of Phuket, the Golden Buddha Island took its name from the solid 
gold image buried below either the white inland dunes or empty 
golden beaches, or so the story goes.

Tourists can spend their day lounging in the sand or pedaling 
through the savannah interior, or take a stroll to the beach to see if 
glowing bioluminescent plankton accompany the starlight.

Koh Jum/Koh Pu: An easygoing vibe pervades the bougainvillea-
draped lanes and sparsely developed beaches on this two-name 
island, which delights those coming from the bustle of nearby Koh 
Phi Phi and Koh Lanta.

A conical 500 meter high mountain appears to tower over Koh 
Pu, a name used only for the island’s northern terrain. Kilometers of 
khaki-sand beaches rim the south, known as Koh Jum and sprinkled 
with quality budget resorts like Woodland Lodge and Jungle Hill.

On Golden Pearl Beach, Koh Jum Beach Villas delivers a level of 
luxury not commonly found on alternative islands. Some prefer 
remote Luboa Beach for the cheap huts and mellow vibe at bars like 
Peace Paradise, one of a few painted red, yellow and green.

Koh Mook: The ‘Pearl Island’ of Trang province is a top-notch base 
for island hopping, with plenty of beaches and jungle trails for on-
island amusement.

At Tham Morakot, or ‘Emerald Cave’,  a gap in the base of a 
limestone cliff leads to a dark sea passage. After about 35 meters, 
swimmers and kayakers emerge at an extraordinary beach encircled 
by vertical limestone so steep that only monkeys descend it.

Hit the cave on a boat tour that might also include the snorkeling 
hubs of Koh Kradan, Koh Ngai and Koh Rok. Afterwards, settle into 
Mong Bar at sunset followed by Ting Tong Bar after dark for stories 
of cobras and wild-eyed Swedes.

Koh Libong: Most of the small resorts on Koh Libong stand on 
Lang Kao Beach, with its many swings hung beneath the lava-
red leaves of umbrella trees. When swimming becomes difficult 
because of low-tide rocks, visitors can explore a diverse topography 
of farmland, jungle, savannah, mangroves and karst.

From the top of a five-story purple tower in quaint Batu Bute, 
gaze at the island’s gold-topped mosque and look for Libong’s most 
beloved residents: the dugongs. Amid the mangroves and sea grass 
of Libong Wildlife Sanctuary, kayakers might have a close encounter 

with some of the last of roughly 200 dugongs, gentle relatives of the 
manatee, alive in Thailand.

Koh Bulon: Stunning Ko Bulon Leh, 23km west of Pak Bara, is 
surrounded by the Andaman’s signature clear waters and has its share 
of faultless alabaster beaches and swaying casuarinas. This gorgeous 
island is in that perfect phase of being developed enough to offer 
some facilities, yet still retains a serene, low-key castaway vibe.

An exceptional, salt-white beach extends along the east coast 
between the island’s two main resorts — Bulone Resort and 
Pansand Resort. In places it narrows, especially where buffered 
by gnarled mangroves and strewn with thick sun-bleached logs, 
making it easy to find a secret shady spot with dreamy views.

Koh Tarutao:  Within view of Malaysia’s Langkawi Island, nearly 
every inch of the fourth largest island in Thailand remains covered in 
virgin forest, making this one of Thailand’s wildest islands.

With a name that means ‘Mysterious Island’ in an old Malay 
dialect, Koh Tarutao served as a prison from 1937-48 and signage 
at fascinating Talo Wao Bay recounts how abandoned prisoners 
turned to piracy for survival during World War II.

Mangrove swamps and limestone cliffs circle much of it, while 
steep trails and rough roads lead through the interior, making this a 
great place for fit hikers and mountain bikers. The islands’ towering 
rock formations and crystal waters are part of the country’s first 
National Marine Park and, with the exception of little Koh Lipe island, 
are mostly off the radar for large groups and massed day-trippers.

The reward for making it all the way here from the crush of the 
Big Mango or throng of Phuket is the pure simplicity of the place. 

A tranquil and beautiful escape
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From teen activist Greta Thunberg’s 
much-publicized transatlantic 
journey on a zero-emissions boat to 

attend the United Nations General Assembly 
to the proliferation of climate protests, the 
world is more aware than ever of the climate 
threat. Yet this increased awareness has yet 
to translate into collective action by world 
leaders to mitigate climate change, let 
alone targeted efforts to protect the most 
vulnerable groups, beginning with women 
and girls.

The facts speak for themselves. Women 
are more likely than men to live in poverty, 
and gendered social roles that reproduce 
socioeconomic power imbalances leave 
women and girls particularly vulnerable 
to a wide variety of climate consequences, 
including reduced access to water, food, 
shelter, and vital services.

Not surprisingly, 80 percent of people 
displaced by climate change are women. 
Moreover, women are more likely than 
men to suffer from increased workload 
and income loss due to climate disasters. 
In South Sudan, one of the world’s fastest-
warming countries, droughts and flooding 
have forced girls and women to walk farther 
to gather firewood and obtain water, a 
time-consuming and potentially dangerous 
change.

As meeting households’ energy, water, 
and food needs becomes more difficult, 
girls are often taken out of school or married 
off at a young age. This exacerbates existing 

inequalities and entrenches these girls’ 
vulnerability.

Women are also more likely to face 
climate-sensitive health consequences, 
such as undernutrition and malaria, and to 
die in natural disasters, such as droughts 
and floods. An Oxfam report found that in 
India, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka, surviving 
men outnumbered surviving women by 
almost three to one after the 2004 tsunami. 
During the 2015 earthquake in Nepal, many 
pregnant women were unable to reach 
health centers, increasing their risk of 
complications or even death.

The World Health Organization reports 
that the effects of gender on life expectancy 
in natural disasters tend to be larger in 
more severe disasters, and where women’s 
socioeconomic status is lower. In other 
words, we cannot address the climate crisis 
without tackling the gender-equality crisis.

Make no mistake: there is indeed a 
gender-equality crisis. Our partnership, 
Equal Measures 2030, recently launched the 
SDG Gender Index, which analyzes data on 
most of the 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals from 129 countries, representing 95 
percent of the world’s girls and women. 
Based on indicators like vulnerability 
to climate change, health, economic 
opportunities, property rights, and gender-
based violence, we calculated a score for 
each country. On a 100-point scale, the 
global average amounted to just 65.7 — 
barely a passing grade — with no country 
having fully achieved gender equality, as 

envisioned by SDG5.
As for SDG13 — “take urgent action to 

combat climate change and its impacts” — 
our research considered three topics. The 
first was overall climate vulnerability. This 
varies across countries and regions: in the 
Asia-Pacific region, for example, more than 
100 million people are already affected by 
climate change each year. But no one is 
immune.

On the second topic — the state’s 
commitment to disaster risk reduction — 
only 15 of 129 countries (11%) received 
excellent scores. With the world facing a 
climate emergency, countries should be 
attempting to anticipate and prepare for 
disasters, with an eye to protecting the most 
vulnerable.

The third topic — women’s representation 
in the political process relating to climate 
change — produced similarly disappointing 
results. Though research shows increasing 
women participation in policymaking 
leads to better outcomes, including lower 
inequality, women around the world remain 
under-represented in bodies deciding 
climate policy.

What would it take for countries to make 
progress on the deeply interconnected 
SDG5 and SDG13? We offer seven 
recommendations.

To improve planning, create gender-
disaggregated databases with information 
on marginalized and vulnerable 
communities.

• Strengthen accountability by requiring 

governments to maintain open access 
to data.

• Improve coordination among 
government ministries and other 
relevant bodies.

• Pursue innovative, targeted initiatives, 
such as a new joint program of the Asian 
Pacific Resource and Research Centre for 
Women (ARROW) and the Danish Family 
Planning Association, which focuses on 
the intersection of climate vulnerability 
and sexual and reproductive health and 
rights.

• Increase women’s representation in 
national and global decision-making 
bodies working on climate-related issues.

• Develop solutions that reflect the 
perspectives of women affected by 
climate change.

• Commit to, and follow through on, more 
ambitious action on climate change 
and gender equality, beginning at this 
month’s UN climate summit.
When dealing with complex challenges, 

it can be tempting to establish false 
tradeoffs, with leaders claiming that they 
must choose between action in two areas. 
But SDG13 cannot be achieved without 
progress on SDG5, and we cannott wait 
to achieve SDG5 before we take action on 
SDG13.

This applies to the entire SDG agenda: if 
countries attempt to pursue individual goals 
in isolation, they will fail to achieve any of 
them. Ambitious, coordinated, and holistic 
strategies are desperately needed.

A Woman-Focused Climate Agenda

ALISON HOLDER AND SIVANANTHI 
THANENTHIRAN
Alison Holder is Director of Equal Measures 2030. Sivananthi 
Thanenthiran is Executive Director of the Asian-Pacific Resource 
and Research Centre for Women (ARROW).

Effects of gender on life 
expectancy in natural disasters 
tend to be larger in more severe 
disasters, and where women’s 

socioeconomic status is lower. In 
other words, we cannot address 

the climate crisis without 
tackling the gender-equality 

crisis.

In a bid to boost tourism and diversify 
the economy, Saudi Arabia has 
opened its doors to international 

tourists and invited foreign companies to 
invest in the country’s tourism sector.

As part of the opening up to 
international visitors, tourism chief Ahmed 
Al Khateeb said that abayas will no longer 
be mandatory for women tourists, but 
that modest dressing, including at public 
beaches, will be expected. Moreover, 
there would be no restrictions on 
unaccompanied women traveling to the 
country. However, he added that access 
to the Muslim holy cities of Makkah and 
Medina would continue to be restricted.

He also said a new visa regime would 
be launched on Friday at Ad Diriyah,a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in Riyadh, 
which could see nationals of 49 countries 
being able to receive visas online for a fee 

of around $80. 
Opening the kingdom to tourism is a 

key milestone in the implementation of 
Vision 2030 spearheaded by Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Salman, which 
seeks to diversify the country’s economy 
and reduce its dependence on oil.Tourism 
sector has been earmarked in the vision to 
increase the number of international and 
domestic visits to 100 million a year in the 
next 10 years, attract significant foreign 
and domestic investments, create over a 
million jobs, and contribute 10 percent to 
the country’s GDP by 2030,.

In line with this ambitious vision, 
billions of dollars are being spent to 
improve infrastructure and develop 
heritage, cultural and entertainment sites. 
A number of new tourist destinations are 
currently under construction, including 
the futuristic city of Neom, the Qiddiya 

entertainment city near Riyadh and a 
range of luxury destinations by the Red 
Sea. Saudi’s airport capacity is expected 
to increase by 150 million passengers 
per annum and an additional 500,000 
hotel key cards will be needed across the 
country over the coming decade.

Chairman of the Saudi Commission for 
Tourism and National Heritage, Ahmad Al 
Khateeb, said in a recent statement that 
opening Saudi Arabia to international 
tourists is a historic moment for our 
country. “Generous hospitality is at the 
heart of Arabian culture and we look 

forward to showing our guests a very 
warm welcome,” said Al Khateeb.

Saudi Arabia boasts a surprisingly 
diverse range of landscapes, including 
the green mountains of Asir, the crystal 
waters of the Red Sea, the snow-covered 
winter plains of Tabuk and the shifting 
sands of the Empty Quarter.Saudi Arabia 
is also home to flourishing contemporary 
culture, with highlights that include the 
King Abdulaziz Centre for World Culture 
in Dhahran, the modernist sculpture 
park along the Corniche in Jeddah, 
the Jameel House of Traditional Arts in 
Jeddah, and the Nassif House in Jeddah’s 
Historical District. Other attractions also 
include the annual Flowerman Festival 
in Asir, the Winter at Tantora festival in 
Al-Ula, and the Red Sea International 
Film Festival that is expected to launch 
in March 2020.

Saudi Arabia to welcome tourists
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Financing the Green Transition
EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

World leaders gathered at the 
United Nations in New York 
recently to take stock of the global 

fight against climate change, and to submit 
new emissions-reduction commitments. 
Given the scale of the climate crisis, we are 
not moving nearly as fast as we should be. 
We have been stuck in second gear for too 
long. Accelerating the pace of change will 
require a combination of efforts from all 
actors, public and private.

Fortunately, there is already a growing 
private-sector coalition dedicated to 
combating climate change, through the 
work of the Climate Finance Leadership 
Initiative (CFLI). Led by Michael Bloomberg, 
the UN’s Special Envoy for Climate Action, 
the CFLI was created to mobilize private 
capital at the global level in response to this 
critical issue. This month, the CFLI released 
a new report, Financing the Low Carbon 
Future, which outlines ways green finance 
can be scaled up to support an orderly 
transition to a low-carbon economy, and 
identifies opportunities for public-private 
partnerships to meet the objectives of the 
2015 Paris climate agreement.

The European Investment Bank (EIB) is 
the largest multilateral investor in climate-
related projects in the world. But now, 
answering the call of European heads of 
state and European Commission President-
elect Ursula von der Leyen, we intend to 
scale up our ambitions and strengthen the 
EIB’s role as the European Union’s dedicated 
climate bank. By mainstreaming climate 
considerations and targeting low-carbon 
investments, the EIB will be able to channel 
at least €1 trillion ($1.1 trillion) toward low-
carbon projects over the next decade.

To achieve this, at least 50 percent of EIB 
Group finance will be dedicated to climate 
action and environmental sustainability by 
2025. And by the end of 2020, we will have 
aligned all our financing activities with the 
goals of the Paris climate agreement. As an 
important first step, we will phase out energy 
projects that depend on fossil fuels. And we 
will position EIB as an incubator for green 
finance and expertise to mobilize others, 
helping all economies make the transition to 
a low-carbon future.

As the EU bank, our mission is to invest 
in Europe’s future, and no issue is more 
important than climate change. The strength 
of our resolve reflects the urgency of the 
climate crisis. Just this summer, countries 
across Europe suffered through record-
breaking temperatures and reduced crop 
yields, owing to last year’s drought. And 
many developing countries have had similar 
experiences. Flooding and other climate-
driven phenomena now cost cities billions of 
dollars every year, in addition to endangering 
lives. But the climate crisis also represents an 
opportunity, because funding for new green 
infrastructure will create jobs, spur economic 
growth, and reduce the air pollution that is 
choking the world’s cities.

Changing investment patterns will 

accelerate a shift away from fossil fuels 
that is already underway. Market forces are 
increasingly favoring clean energy over fossil 
fuels. More than half of the coal-fired power 
plants in the United States have been retired 
since 2011, and the country is now home to 
3.3 million jobs in clean energy, compared to 
less than 100,000 in coal mining. Moreover, a 
growing number of US cities and states have 
committed to reaching net-zero emissions by 
2050. They will have the support of Beyond 
Carbon, an initiative launched by Bloomberg 
Philanthropies last year to advocate for full 
decarbonization of the US economy.

As an international community, we 
must not only increase investment in 
clean energy, but also cut funding for dirty 
energy. As matters stand, we are essentially 
paying to promote climate change and 
air pollution through fossil-fuel subsidies. 
Those public funds need to be redirected 
toward investments in electric vehicles and 
other game-changing technologies that will 
drive the green transition. Such investments 
will have far-reaching returns, not least by 
reducing the enormous toll that air pollution 
takes on public health. Beyond that, there are 
a number of additional steps we can take 
to marshal the necessary funding. First, we 
must improve data and disclosure standards. 
Because businesses and investors were long 
in the dark about climate-related risks, they 
did not see fit to cut carbon emissions or 
protect assets from extreme weather. That is 
starting to change. Recommendations from 
the Task Force on Climate-related Financial 
Disclosures are helping businesses allocate 
capital more sustainably, and enabling 
investors to reward companies that take 
climate change seriously.

Second, we must clarify the investment 
risks associated with green finance. Cities 
are responsible for more than 70 percent of 
carbon-dioxide emissions, but only a few 
cities in the developing world have a credit 
rating. As a result, overall investment in clean 
mass transit, energy-efficient buildings, and 
other projects to reduce emissions have 
suffered. Governments and public banks can 
do much more to help cities attract capital 
for such projects through initiatives like the 
Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & 
Energy, which is supported by the EIB and 
co-led by Bloomberg Philanthropies.

Third, we need to modernize the 
electricity grid. Incentives like rebates and 
tax credits allowed wind and solar power 
to expand, by driving down costs for 
businesses and consumers. We should now 
introduce similar programs to accelerate the 
deployment of battery storage and other 
promising technologies geared toward 
overcoming the problem of intermittency. 
Furthermore, better grid connectivity would 

allow regions with surplus wind and solar 
power to supply those with more demand 
than supply. Governments can take the lead 
in both areas to encourage more private 
investment in clean power.

Finally, we must continue to expand the 
market for green investments. Since 2007, 
when the EIB launched the world’s first green 
bonds on the Luxembourg Stock Exchange, 
the green-bond market has grown to more 
than $136 billion. But that is still just a drop 

in the ocean of the $100 trillion global bond 
market. Hence, the EIB is helping the EU 
develop a standard taxonomy for sustainable 
finance, so that investors can compare apples 
with apples, as in the case of any standard 
bond. Better and more information about 
an investment’s carbon footprint will allow 
investors to make informed decisions, thereby 
driving more private investment to low-
carbon projects. That is how we finance the 
green transition.

Market forces are increasingly 
favoring clean energy over fossil 
fuels. More than half of the coal-
fired power plants in the United 
States have been retired since 
2011, and the country is now 

home to 3.3 million jobs in clean 
energy, compared to less than 

100,000 in coal mining.

SPOTLIGHT

WERNER HOYER
President of the European Investment Bank.
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In the classic game of ‘chicken’, two drivers 
race directly toward each other, and the 
first to swerve is the ‘loser’. If neither 

swerves, both will probably die. In the past, 
such scenarios have been studied to assess 
the risks posed by great-power rivalries. In the 
case of the Cuban missile crisis, for example, 
Soviet and American leaders were confronted 
with the choice of losing face or risking a 
catastrophic collision. The question, always, 
is whether a compromise can be found 
that spares both parties their lives and their 
credibility.

There are now several geo-economic 
games of chicken playing out. In each case, 
failure to compromise would lead to a collision, 
most likely followed by a global recession and 
financial crisis. The first and most important 
contest is between the United States and 
China over trade and technology. The second 
is the brewing dispute between the US 
and Iran. In Europe, there is the escalating 
brinkmanship between British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson and the European Union 
over Brexit. Finally, there is Argentina, which 
could end up on a collision course with the 
International Monetary Fund after the likely 

victory of the Peronist Alberto Fernández in 
next month’s presidential election.

In the first case, a full-scale trade, currency, 
tech, and cold war between the US and 
China would push the current downturn in 
manufacturing, trade, and capital spending 
into services and private consumption, 
tipping the US and global economies into a 
severe recession. Similarly, a military conflict 
between the US and Iran would drive oil 
prices above $100 per barrel, triggering 
stagflation (a recession with rising inflation). 
That, after all, is what happened in 1973 

during the Yom Kippur War, in 1979 following 
the Iranian Revolution, and in 1990 after Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait.

A blowup over Brexit might not by 
itself cause a global recession, but it would 
certainly trigger a European one, which 
would then spill over to other economies. The 
conventional wisdom is that a “hard” Brexit 
would lead to a severe recession in the United 
Kingdom but not in Europe, because the UK 
is more reliant on trade with the EU than vice 
versa. This is naive. The eurozone is already 
suffering a sharp slowdown and is in the 
grip of a manufacturing recession; and the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Ireland, and Germany, 
which is nearing a recession, do in fact rely 
heavily on the UK export market.

With eurozone business confidence already 
depressed as a result of Sino-American trade 
tensions, a chaotic Brexit would be the last straw. 
Just imagine thousands of trucks and cars lining 
up to fill out new customs paperwork in Dover 
and Calais. Moreover, a European recession 
would have knock-on effects, undercutting 
growth globally and possibly triggering a risk-
off episode. It could even lead to new currency 
wars, if the value of the euro and pound were 
to fall too sharply against other currencies (not 
least the US dollar).

A crisis in Argentina could also have global 
consequences. If Fernández defeats President 
Mauricio Macri and then scuttles the country’s 
$57 billion IMF program, Argentina could 
suffer a repeat of its 2001 currency crisis and 
default. That could lead to capital flight from 
emerging markets more generally, possibly 
triggering crises in highly indebted Turkey, 

Venezuela, Pakistan, and Lebanon, and further 
complicating matters for India, South Africa, 
China, Brazil, Mexico, and Ecuador.

In all four scenarios, both sides want to 
save face. US President Donald Trump wants 
a deal with China, in order to stabilize the 
economy and markets before his re-election 
bid in 2020; Chinese President Xi Jinping also 
wants a deal to halt China’s slowdown. But 
neither wants to be the ‘chicken’, because that 
would undermine their domestic political 
standing and empower the other side. Still, 
without a deal by year’s end, a collision will 
become likely. As the clock ticks down, a bad 
outcome becomes more likely.

Similarly, Trump thought he could bully 
Iran by abandoning the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action and imposing severe sanctions. 
But the Iranians have responded by escalating 
their regional provocations, knowing full 
well that Trump cannot afford a full-scale 
war and the oil-price spike that would result 
from it. Moreover, Iran does not want to enter 
negotiations that would give Trump a photo 
opportunity until some sanctions are lifted. 
With both sides reluctant to blink first — and 
with both Saudi Arabia and Israel egging on 
the Trump administration — the risk of an 
accident is rising.

Having perhaps been inspired by Trump, 
Johnson naively thought that he could use 
the threat of a hard Brexit to bully the EU 
into offering a better exit deal than what 
his predecessor had secured. But now that 
Parliament has passed legislation to prevent a 
hard Brexit, Johnson is playing two games of 
chicken at once. A compromise with the EU on 

the Irish “backstop” is still possible before the 
October 31 deadline, but the probability of de 
facto hard-Brexit scenario is also increasing.

In Argentina, both sides are posturing. 
Fernández wants a clear electoral mandate, 
and is campaigning on the message that 
Macri and the IMF are to blame for all the 
country’s problems. The IMF’s leverage is 
obvious: if it withholds permanently the next 
$5.4 billion tranche of funding and ends the 
bailout, Argentina will suffer another financial 
collapse. But Fernández has leverage, too, 
because a $57 billion debt is a problem for 
any creditor; the IMF’s ability to help other 
distressed economies would be constrained 
by an Argentinean collapse. As in the other 
cases, a face-saving compromise is better 
for all, but a collision and financial meltdown 
cannot be ruled out.

The problem is that while compromise 
requires both parties to de-escalate, the 
tactical logic of chicken rewards crazy 
behavior. If I can make it look like I have 
removed my steering wheel, the other side 
will have no choice but to swerve. But if 
both sides throw out their steering wheels, a 
collision becomes unavoidable.

The good news is that in the four scenarios 
above, each side is still talking to the other, 
or may be open to dialogue under some 
face-saving conditions. The bad news is that 
all sides are still very far from any kind of 
agreement. Worse, there are big egos in the 
mix, some of whom might prefer to crash 
than be perceived as a chicken. The future 
of the global economy thus hinges on four 
games of daring that could go either way.

Four Collision Courses for the Global Economy

NOURIEL ROUBINI
CEO of Roubini Macro Associates and 
Professor of Economics at the Stern School 
of Business, New York University.

In all four scenarios, both sides 
want to save face. President 

Trump wants a deal with China, 
before his re-election bid in 2020; 

President Jinping also wants a 
deal to halt China’s slowdown. 

But neither wants to be the 
‘chicken’, as it would undermine 
their domestic political standing 

and empower the other side.

VIEWPOINT

Fintech helps financial sector improve performance
...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In recent months, the authorities in Kuwait have 
been pushing ahead with innovations in both 
traditional payments systems and modern payment 
settlement systems, including those that involve 
blockchain technologies. 

The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) and its current 
Governor Dr. Mohammad Al-Hashel have been strong 
proponents of launching innovative fintech models 
in the country. But they have also been wary of rapid 
introduction without robust regulatory oversight. 
As such, the authorities are keen to push ahead with 
innovations in both traditional payments systems and 
modern payment settlement systems, including those 
that involve blockchain technologies, but only after 
strong regulations have been put in place. 

In line with this thought, the CBK recently issued 
regulations governing electronic payments and 
settlement systems. Under the new regulations, 
the CBK will now have increased supervision over 
electronic infrastructure providers such as banks 
and telecommunication companies, as well as 
electronic payment agents, such as third-party 
e-payment applications. The regulations call for data 
protection and confidentiality for information related 

to e-payments, and risk management by e-payment 
infrastructure providers and agents. All e-payment 
infrastructure providers and agents are required to 
obtain CBK approval prior to operating any e-payment 
platforms and all providers must observe anti-money 
laundering and counter terrorism financing regulations.  
An international banking conference under the theme 
of ‘Shaping the Future’, which was held under the 
patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and hosted lby the CBK last 
week helped to further promote fintech in the country. 
The conference, which was attended by Acting Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, saw more than forty five participants 
including over 25 fintech companies showcase their 
capabilities. The show provided delegates with an 
opportunity to learn first-hand about the fintech 
innovations that are reshaping financial services in the 
region.

In his welcome address at the conference CBK 
Governor Dr. Al-Hashel said, “Global economy was 
facing intensifying headwinds, and the financial 
industry was at a cross-road which required exploration 
of new service methods. Fintech has a strong appeal to 
various segments of societies, as it caters to the needs 
of unbanked people, and meets clients’ expectations. 

The demand for fintech is not only reshaping the 
banking industry’s landscape, but has a role in setting 
elevated expectations of a frictionless experience. 
Therefore, the harnessing of innovative technologies 
is a key success factor for financial institutions going 
forwards, or they could face the risk of becoming 
irrelevant.”

In December last year the CBK Governor had said 
that the Kuwait National Payment System (KNPS), 
which was being developed with local banks and 
payment gateways, will be rolled out in two phases in 
2019 and 2020. The system will cover various initiatives 
including the government electronic banking system, 
wages protection system, digital currency, and 
automated clearing house. 

“Each initiative is designed to enhance the stability 
and efficiency of the financial system, and build the 
necessary infrastructure to address future needs,” 
said the governor. The government electronic 
banking system, which aims to replace a paper-based 
process, is already being rolled out to all ministries and 
government entities.

The CBK is also reported to be examining the 
potential for introducing digital currency infrastructure, 
similar to that introduced by regulators in the UK, 
Canada, Singapore and Australia. “In case the Central 

Bank of Kuwait decides to issue digital currency in 
the future, we will have the tools ready to go live. In 
addition to e-wallets, this includes a Digital Kuwaiti 
Dinar, which will facilitate exchange against tokenized 
assets,” disclosed Governor Al-Hashel.

In addition, highlighting the bank’s recent 
regulatory sandbox framework, the governor 
explained that the sandbox would be “a monitored 
and safe space for fintechs to experiment with 
innovative products and services.” While regulators 
keep an eye on fintechs in a sandbox, regulations are 
lighter to encourage experimentation. Fintechs in the 
sandbox could also benefit from fast-tracked approvals 
or, lower capital requirements.

OIl prices that have remained bogged in a narrow 
fluctuating band for the past several months have 
increased pressure on the finances of oil producers. 
Kuwait is no exception and hence a renewed interest 
in other sources of income. The financial sector led 
by the banking industry has in the past contributed 
to improving economies in many other parts of the 
world. Kuwait hopes that enabling innovative fintech 
will add value and efficiency to the services provided 
by financial institutions, and help meet the needs and 
expectations of customers, while also attracting much-
needed investments into the country’s economy.
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Milk, water, but 
no fruit juices for 
kids under five

The best drink for children under 
the age of five is milk or water, 

concluded a panel of nutritionist 
after examining various beverages, 
including 100 percent fruit juices, 
sweetened beverages and plant-
based milks. 

The panel included experts 
from the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics, the American Academy 
of Pediatric Dentists, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, and the 
American Heart Association.

 The panel noted that while a 
little 100 percent fruit juice is OK 
for children after their first birthday, 
it should be no more than 120ml 
daily for children ages 1 to 3 and no 
more than 180ml for those ages 4 
to 5. However, a better option than 
the juice would be to eat the whole 
fruit since it will provide the fiber that 
goes missing in the juice and is also 
more filling.

Children under age 1 should drink 
no fruit juice — a recommendation 
that might surprise parents who 
purchase fruit juices marketed for 
infant consumption. “Fruit juice 

contains up to 120 calories per 
serving, and that’s 10 percent of a 
child’s whole daily recommended 
caloric intake.” Sugar-sweetened 
drinks — including chocolate milk 
and other flavored milks — should be 
avoided altogether, according to the 
panel.

The recommendations also cast 
a skeptical eye on trendy drinks, 
such as plant-based, non-dairy milks 
derived from almonds, rice, oats, 
or other grains. These other “milks” 
aren’t good nutritional substitutes 
for cow’s milk in children’s diets, the 
organizations said.

Most parents are not aware that 
“plant-based milks are not a 1-to-1 
substitute for cow milk, and that they 
provide no unique nutritional value,” 
the panel added. Also rejected as 
nutritionally inferior are so-called 
‘toddler formulas’, marketed to young 
parents under brand names such as 
Enfagrow, Parent’s Choice, Similac Go 
and Grow, and Nestle Nido.
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A new type of skin patch being trialed 
on mice could one day replace 
needles as a method of vaccination.  

Scientists have been studying needle free 
vaccine approaches for nearly two decades, 
but none of the technologies have so far 
lived up to the hype surrounding their launch. 
However, a new skin patch against the flu virus 
has elicited an appropriate immune response 
without side effects, when tested on mice.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) in the United States 
estimates that the 2017-2018 flu season caused 
around 49 million illnesses, nearly 960,000 
hospitalizations, and over 79,000 deaths in the 
country.

In publishing their findings the researchers 
acknowledged that previous attempts to 
deliver a flu vaccine using skin patches the 
relied on microneedle or electroporation, had 
proven difficult “to implement on a large scale 
for mass vaccination strategies.

In contrast to these techniques, the new 
patch uses a novel approach that mimics 
the process involved in the biology of atopic 
dermatitis, or eczema. In people with eczema, 
the skin barrier that normally prevents toxins 

and allergens from entering the body stops 
working properly and becomes permeable, 
or leaky.

The protein claudin-1 is essential for 
preventing leakiness of the skin barrier. People 
with eczema have low levels of claudin-1 
compared with those without the skin 
condition. Exploiting this skin weakness, the 
researchers began experimenting on getting 
flu vaccine virus into the body through the skin.

The challenge lay in inducing leakiness 
in the skin for a length of time that lets in 
the vaccine virus but does not allow other 
materials to enter. Through a series of 
experiments with human skin cells, the team 
identified a peptide, or small protein, that can 
disrupt the skin barrier without causing toxic 
side effects. The peptide works by binding to 
and blocking claudin-1.

The researchers then created a skin patch 
containing the peptide and a recombinant flu 
vaccine and tested it in two ways on mice. In 
the first test, they applied the skin patch and 
then gave the mice a flu vaccine by injection. 
Their aim was to prime the immune system 
with the patch and then boost immunity with 
the flu shot.

In the second test, the team gave the 
mice the flu shot first and then applied the 
skin patch. Here, the aim was the other way 
around: prime the immune system with the 
flu shot and boost it with the skin patch.

The immune response to the patch in the 
first test was not significant. However, there 
was a robust immune response to the skin 
patch in the second test. Given that “humans 
are exposed to influenza as young as six 
months of age” and that as a consequence, 
most people’s immune systems are already 
primed to the virus, the second test best 
mimics a real world scenario. 

These findings would suggest that the skin 

patch could serve as a delivery mechanism 
for the regular seasonal flu vaccine. Another 
notable result was that the researchers saw 
no side effects. They monitored the mice 
for three months and observed no physical 
changes in their skin, such as those that might 
arise from infections.

It will be some time before the skin patch 
is ready for human trials. The researchers 
need to run more animal studies to find out, 
for instance, how long the patch should 
remain on the skin for optimum results. The 
researchers believe that should the skin patch 
pass flu trials in humans, the technique could 
work for other vaccines that currently require 
needles.

While they are effective, needle based 
vaccines can cause people distress, and 
they require medical staff to deliver them. In 
addition, needles are biohazardous waste and 
require careful handling.

These barriers are particularly acute in less 
developed countries, which also happen to 
have the greatest need for vaccines. Delivery 
by means of a skin patch could be a quick 
and cheap way to vaccinate large numbers of 
people.

Vaccine patch to replace injections

Maybe countries should go beyond taxes on sugary 
beverages and consider a similar tax on high-sugar snacks 

as well.New studies support this line of thought, as research 
shows that in countries where consumption of soda is not 
very high, there is still a high incidence of obesity due to the 
immoderate intake of sugary snacks.

For instance, in the United Kingdom, the annual per capita 
consumption of sugary beverages is 78 liters and ranking it 19th 
in the world. This is half the per capita consumption in the United 
States where individuals imbibe over 154 liters per year. However, 
when it comes to overall sugar consumption the UK is in seventh 
position, while the US is in first place. So in the UK it makes sense 
to have a tax that goes beyond sugary beverages in a bid to 
reduce sugary consumption.

A new study examined what effect a broader tax on high-
sugar snacks might have. In the study, researchers conclude that 
a 20 percent price increase on high-sugar snacks could lead to a 
2 percent decrease in obesity in a year. Maybe the target is overly 
ambitious, but it is definitely a good start.

Among the taxed snacks they studied were candies including 
chocolate, biscuits and cakes. The effect of the price change 
on obesity was forecast to be the greatest on low-income 
households with weight issues and smallest in high-income 
households without those issues.

Countries with soda taxes have already seen some 
improvements in reducing obesity. And countries with taxes on 
high-sugar snacks such as Mexico and Hungary have also seen 
benefits. Researchers say a similar tax in other countries with 
high sugar consumption could also result in health benefits.

Mexico ranks fourth in the world with 136 liters of soda 
purchased by each person each year on average. Researchers 
have forecast a 2 percent reduction in obesity in 10 years from 

the 10 percent tax on sugar-sweetened beverages that went into 
effect in 2014. What is clear is that high-sugar taxes are changing 
what snacks people buy in Mexico and Hungary — and what 
manufacturers put into snacks. 

Mexico’s tax on “nonessential energy-dense foods” caused 
people to buy 7 percent less junk food in the second year after the 
tax went into effect. Households that had previously purchased 
the most junk food saw the biggest declines. In Hungary, a study 
found that many people were either eating less of the taxed 
product or buying healthier products instead. In both countries, 
manufacturers began to “reformulate” their products to get 
below the high-sugar thresholds and avoid taxes.

Meanwhile, though, soda consumption continues to rise 
in poorer countries, as manufacturers begin using different 
marketing strategies. For instance, while taxes have raised prices 
for sugary products in some countries, manufacturers have 
compensated by lowering soda prices in some places. A 2017 
study found that globally people could afford to buy 71 percent 
more Coca-Cola in 2016 than in 1990.

Sugar tax and obesity
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Makeup 
mistakes
that make your 
eyes look smaller  
There are makeup hacks for everything 

— hacks to make a perfect Cupid’s bow, 
hacks to shape your eyebrows differently and 
even hacks to make your eyes look bigger 
and brighter. That last makeup trick, however, 
is a bit harder to master than others. Maybe 
it’s because you go a little crazy with the 
eyeliner, or maybe you applied too much 
dark, smoldering shadow. Ahead, here are 
seven makeup mistakes that are making your 
eyes look smaller — and how to fix them. 

Lining your waterline with black eyeliner: 
Eyeliner can make your eyes look bigger 
or smaller, depending on how you wear it. 
Rimming your eyes in inky black liner makes 
them look tiny. Instead, make your eyes look 
wide-awake with a white or nude-colored 
liner. A light color opens your eyes up, making 
them look rounder and larger. If you do want 
to use black, don’t line the inner rims of your 
eyes. Draw a light line right above the lashes, 
working the product into the lash line.

Skipping mascara if your eyelashes are 
sparse: If yours are a little on the short or 
sparse side, your makeup mistake may be 
not coating them in a lengthening mascara. 
A couple coats of this magical stuff and your 
eyes will instantly look more open.

Not curling your eyelashes: You may never 
be one to forget to apply mascara, but did 
you curl your lashes first? If not, you’re missing 
out. You need to prep your eyelashes with a 
good curl before every mascara application. 
This really opens up the eyes. 

Applying the wrong smoky eye for your 
eye shape: Landing the perfect smoky eye 
takes skill, practice and an endless amount 
of patience. For some eye shapes (like 
hooded or deep set), applying dark shadow 
all over can actually accentuate your top lid 
and make it look sunken or heavy. The right 
smoky eye should make your eyes look big, 
bold and dramatic. 

Applying the wrong eyeliner for your 
eye shape: On that note, the way you apply 
your eyeliner is just as important for your eye 
shape as a smoky eye. If it’s too thick, has too 
big of a wing or goes all around your eye, 
it can make them look smaller, as well. You 
want your eyeliner to lift and open up the 
eyes. Get it right with this eyeliner tutorial for 
your eye shape.

Not wearing concealer when you have 
dark circles: Darkness around your eyes 
from lack of sleep, stress or genetics can 
detract from the size of your eyes. Luckily, the 
solution is a simple one: Reach for concealer 

to instantly brighten up your eye area and 
hide dark circles. 

A great skin-care regimen can work wonders 
for making sure your makeup wears flawlessly 

throughout the day, but primer is the real key to 
getting your makeup to perform the way it should. 

Primers have come a long way in the past 
decade, and come in a mind-boggling array of 
choices. Keep reading for everything you ever 
wanted to know about these perfect-skin essentials.

Pick your primer: Primers can do so much more 
than just make your foundation go on smoother. 
Primers are sort of like insurance for your makeup, 
and perform many actions including smoothing, 
concealing, protecting and prepping. However, 
their main roles are to keep your makeup on 
longer and give your skin a smooth, flawless finish. 
Any fading, bleeding or blotchy behavior that 
can occur throughout the day can be prevented 
with the use of a little bit of primer under your 
foundation (just make sure the ingredients play 
well together). Many primers now are also infused 
with SPF, so they help keep your skin protected 
while lending radiance. Here are the best products:

Blurring primers: These types of primers use 
light reflecting technology to create a soft-focus 
effect that airbrushes out flaws, making them 
easier to cover. 

Color-correcting primers: These rainbow 
shades erase problems by using the concept of 
the color wheel — where shades on the opposite 
side of the wheel cancel each other out — to 
craftily conceal your complexion issues. 

Anti-aging primers: Primers that are anti-aging 
have both protective and reparative qualities. 
Many feature SPF to protect against UV damage 
and skin-healthy ingredients like peptides and 
niacin that work to improve skin texture and tone.

Gripping primers: Jelly primers are all the rage, 
and their sticky, hydrating consistency plumps 
the skin and serves as a great base for gripping 
makeup. 

Illuminating primers: Primers with illuminating 
propertied are one surefire way to make your 
foundation look like skin. Apply them on bare skin, 
all over the face or on the high points of it (nose, 
brow bone, cheekbone, Cupid’s bow) to add 
life and dimension to your complexion. If you’re 
having a good face day and don’t want to wear 
foundation, you can still use a highlighting primer 
to liven up your skin. 

Pore-minimizing primers: If you’re sick of your 
pores dominating your face, try a pore-minimizing 
formula. These oily skin savers blur pores to make 
them less noticeable, and also mattify, so you can 
get rid of shine and greasiness in one swipe.

Mattifying primers: For truly oily skin, a primer 
that’s outright mattifying is the best. 

Hydrating Primers: Dry, dehydrated skin can 
make wearing foundation a challenge — it settles 
into rough patches and gives your complexion 
a flaky appearance. If that sounds like you, try 
using an ultra-moisturizing primer that is made of 
ingredients like hyaluronic filling spheres, vitamin 
B3 and lychee extract to drench your parched skin 
and ensure your base makeup doesn’t settle into 
any lines or dry patches.

Primer application:  Once you’ve found your 
ideal primer, you need to master the fine art of 
application. The first rule of primer is to always 
apply moisturizer before priming, as it makes your 
primer application even. Wait a few minutes after 
your application before priming and start in the 
center of the face and work your way out — you 
want a light coverage, not heavy. Apply primer 
with your fingertips or a sponge, and avoid the eye 
area. Once your primer is on, allow a few minutes 
for it to set before applying foundation. When 
choosing a foundation, make sure you choose a 
product that mixes well with foundation. Try to 
maintain similarity and consistency to ensure your 
foundation doesn’t separate throughout the day.

Pick the best 

makeup
primer

There’s nothing inherently wrong with a pair 
of square-toe pumps or heeled booties or 
even some strappy night-out sandals—

they’re chic. However, if you find yourself more 
often than not eschewing the above and reaching 
for your favorite comfortable kicks instead, you’ll 
be pleased to know you’re not alone in your quest 
for well-supported arches and versatile footwear. 
Thanks to the spike in athleisure-related trends 
over the last several years and tons of designers 
creating everyday iterations of trainers, wearing 
sneakers in all scenarios is, in fact, rather feasible.

Keeping this in mind plus your affinity for all 

things sneakers, here is a list of six essentials you 
should keep stocked in your wardrobe that pair 
seamlessly with kicks. From the perfect dress 
length to a timeless top you most likely already 
own, read on for what to wear with sneakers.

Midi dress: If the idea of a stylish outfit in less 
than 30 seconds sounds appealing to you (how 
could it not?), look no further than a midi dress 
and sneakers. Together, the two are polished 
and comfortable, and the possibilities are in 
large supply. For example, a classic summer go-
to is a floral dress with white kicks. Also, a bright-
colored dress will go well with a pair of crisp white 
sneakers. Or, a surefire way to get away with print-
mixing is by anchoring your look in a pair of solid 
white sneakers.

Suit: Suiting is the best go-to when you want to 
feel put together without all the stress of figuring 
out if your outfit matches. If you’ve yet to try your 
hand in the sartorial world, ease into things by 
pairing your matching blazer and slacks with a 
pair of laid-back sneakers. The overall look is well-
balanced and looks even cooler when worn with a 

relaxed T-shirt underneath. Plus, sporty as sneakers 
may be, the uncommon styling trick adds a bit of 
feminine flair to a masculine suit.

Classic white shirt: The only thing better than 
one classic item is two classic items masterfully 
styled together, which is why a timeless white 
button-down and sneakers is the duo that keeps 
on giving.

Straight-leg jeans: Though just about any pair 
of jeans can be successfully styled with sneakers, 
the straight silhouette is best teamed with 
trainers. Add a bright sweater up top for a fun 
finish.  With skinny jeans and a white tee, opt for 
a pair of sneakers that may not be a bright color, 
but definitely stands out from the crowd. Look for 
a pair with an unexpected element like a bright 
stripe or metallic leather.

Athleisure: If you’re a sneaker fan, then you 
probably also have an affinity for athleisure in 
general, which is why including another active 
piece or two in your look isn’t a bad idea—think 
ribbed socks or sporty shorts. Just remember: If 
you’re not heading to the gym, be sure to include 
a non-athleisure piece in the look so it feels 
complete. Dress up your cashmere sweatpants 
with a leather biker jacket and sneakers, which is a 
great look for traveling and casual days.

Best items 
to wear with 
sneakers
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TECHNOLOGY

Samsung Kuwait 
holds roadshow for 
Galaxy Note 10
To celebrate the launch of Galaxy Note10, 

Samsung Gulf Electronics is holding a roadshow 
at the Avenues Mall from 19 to 28 of September.

The Galaxy Note10 range combines elegant 
design with powerful performance and 
productivity tools to give users the freedom 
to work the way they want and showcase their 
creative spirit, all on-the-go. Guests who visit the 
roadshow will each receive a passport to carry with 

them throughout their Note10 journey. They will 
get to experience the latest Note10 technology 
first-hand – including Live Focus video, Cinematic 
Infinity Display, AR Doodle, S Pen Handwriting 
to Text and S Pen Air Actions as well as next-
generation wearables, including the Galaxy Watch 
Active2 and Galaxy Buds. Those wanting to push 
the boundaries of self-expression can instantly 
create their customized content at the stand to 
share on their social media platforms.   

Visitors who complete three activities out of 
five will be eligible to enter a raffle draw and get a 
chance to win amazing prizes, including a holiday 
package for two to Thailand. Also, for the roadshow 
duration only, exclusive offers from Ooredoo will 
be available on the purchase of the Galaxy Note10/
Note10+. 

Amazon Web Services (AWS) Summit in 
Bahrain took place on Sept, bringing 
technologists together to connect, 

collaborate, and learn more about AWS. With 
the recent launch of the AWS Middle East Region 
in Bahrain, the summit was an opportunity 
for attendees to learn more about the new 
infrastrcuture and how they can benefit from it 
to innovate and grow.

The full day summit also included various 
educational and training sessions on topics 
ranging from getting started on AWS, to deep 
dives into innovative cloud technologies such 
machine learning, serverless computing, data 
analytics, and much more.

The keynote was delivered by Teresa 
Carlson, Vice President, Worldwide Public 
Sector, AWS, who highlighted how the 
newly launched regional data centers bring 
flexible, affordable, reliable, and secure cloud 
computing technologies close to end users in 
the Middle East, helping organizations speed 
up their digital transformation initiatives and 
more rapidly innovate for the citizens of the 
region.

The keynote also featured AWS 
customer presentations by Shaikh Salman 
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, Deputy Chief 
Executive, Operations and Governance, 
Bahrain Information and eGovernment 
Authority; Sael AlWaary, Deputy Group CEO, 
Bank ABC; and Ahmed Hamadan, CEO and 
co-Founder, Unifonic.

The day also included a We Power Tech 
panel discussion, bringing  together leading 
women in technology who are driving 
digital transformation across organizations 
in the Middle East powered by diversity and 
inclusion.

The panel included Huda Ahmed 
Mohsen, Chief of Information Technology 
at Bahrain Ministry of Information and 
Authority; Louise Blake, VP Data, Seera 

AWS Summit a great success

Group; Mais Rihani, Chief Technology Officer 
at Aramex; and Sameera Mohammed Al Atawi, 
Information and Communications Technology 
Director at the American University of Bahrain.

In July, AWS announced the opening of the 
AWS Middle East (Bahrain) Region. With this 
launch, AWS now spans 69 Availability Zones 
within 22 geographic regions around the world. 
The new AWS Middle East (Bahrain) Region 
offers three Availability Zones. AWS Regions are 
composed of Availability Zones, which each 
comprise at least one data center and are located 
in separate and distinct geographic locations with 

enough distance to significantly reduce the risk 
of a single event impacting business continuity, 
yet near enough to provide low latency for high 
availability applications.

Each Availability Zone has independent power, 
cooling, and physical security and is connected 
via redundant, ultra-low-latency networks. 
AWS customers focused on high availability 
can design their applications to run in multiple 
Availability Zones to achieve even greater fault-
tolerance. AWS infrastructure Regions meet the 
highest levels of security, compliance, and data 
protection.




