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In his speech to parliament 
in mid-August, Finance 
Minister Barrak Al-Sheetan, 

citing a looming liquidity crunch 
and budget deficit, made an 
impassioned plea to lawmakers 
requesting them to approve the 
draft public debt law.

Despite this fervent appeal, 
parliament in its sitting on 19 August 
to discuss the report on the draft 
bill by the parliament’s finance and 
economic committee, concurred 
with the panel and declined to lend 
its support to the bill. Instead, the 
MPs referred the draft bill back to 
the finance and economic panel 
for further study and to present a 
new report in two weeks, when the 

National Assembly would take the 
matter up for vote.

The next session of parliament 
is scheduled to be held on Tuesday, 
1 September. Under the present 
scenario, it is highly unlikely that the 

parliamentary panel will recommend 
the bill for approval by parliament, 
or that the government will be able 
to muster enough lawmakers to pass 
the bill through the House. 
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Finance Minister Barrak Al-
Sheetan, who on Wednesday 

had denied tendering his resignation, 
confirmed in a statement on 
Thursday that he had forwarded a 
letter expressing his desire to resign 
from the Cabinet to His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

The minister clarified that he 
had placed his resignation at the 
disposal of the prime minister as 
this was “a regular measure after 
the National Assembly renewed 
confidence in him.”

He indicated that he submitted 
the proposal to the prime minister 
to step down “to affirm that he is 
not dedicated to the post but to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Grillings galore as 
finance minister resigns
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Indian Ambassador H.E. Sibi George held an 
exclusive meeting last week with country 

heads of Indian Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSU) operating in Kuwait.

During the meeting, chiefs of Air-
India, Life Insurance Corporation (LIC), LIC 
Housing Finance, New India Assurance, 
Oriental Insurance, and Telecommunications 
Consultants India, which are Indian public sector 
organizations operating in Kuwait, conveyed 
their warm welcome to the ambassador. They 
then introduced themselves to the ambassador 
and appraised him about the functioning of 
their PSUs in Kuwait and its scope of operations, 
as well as the challenges faced due to the onset 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 

In his address to the PSU team, Ambassador 

George talked about some of his plans for 
enhancing bilateral relations between India and 
Kuwait. He expressed his great desire to work 
closely with the PSUs as they are considered as 
the extended arms of the embassy. 

An extensive discussion was then held on 
various matters concerned with the well-being 
of the Indian diaspora in Kuwait. PSU heads 
offered various suggestions and assured fullest 
cooperation from their end. 

The PSU team comprised of Anish Agarwal, 
Head, TCIL,  Devesh Kumar, Country Manager, 
LIC International, Ram Mohan Reddy, Chief 
Operating Officer, New India Assurance, Anil 
Parashar, Resident Manager, Oriental Insurance, 
Neeraj Bhargav, Country Head, LICHFL and  
Sanjeev Suri, Country Manager, Air India.

Expat hawkers are once again 
selling goods in illegal markets 
in areas such as Khaitan, Jleeb Al-

Shuyoukh and other areas. In the months 
before the onset of coronavirus infections 

in the country, these same areas had 
witnessed repeated cleanup campaigns, 
arrests and deportation of hawkers, as 
well as demolition of many make-shift 
stalls and market places by combined 
operations of officials and inspectors from 
the Municipality, the Public Authority for 
Manpower, and other government entities, 
along with support from the Ministries of 
Interior and Commerce.

But COVID-19 has undone all that good 
work and the hawkers are back at what 
they do best: hawk substandard foods and 
goods through makeshift stalls. Despite 
the ongoing curfew and lockdowns, many 
expatriates are turning to these makeshift 
markets to purchase fruits, vegetables 
and even clothes, as they are relatively 

cheaper compared to goods sold in retail 
stores, grocery shops, supermarkets or 
cooperative societies. 

Social volunteers and charity 
organizations that distributed food parcels 
during lockdowns at the height of the 
pandemic, have wound up their activities 
and people are left many among the poor 
to fend for themselves. Loss of jobs, salary 
cuts and lack of income have also led many 
people to buy from these markets in order 
to sustain themselves. 

The quality and source of foods and 
other goods sold by hawkers from their 
temporary stalls are at best questionable 
and best left unasked. However, the risk 
it poses to the health of buyers is indeed 
serious. But disregarding these health 

concerns, people continue to buy from 
these vendors, as sometimes this is the 
only food they can afford under present 
circumstances. 

Crowds gather before the hawkers as 
soon as they spread their ware, jostling to 
buy the best being offered. Those not lucky 
to arrive early have to settle for whatever 
is left behind by the early birds. But when 
survival is at stake, they know that they 
cannot afford to pick and choose.

The situation at these hawker stands 
is further aggravated as there is no social 
distancing or mask wearing when people 
gather at these places. This is highly risky 
as it could once again lead to an increase 
in COVID-19 infections in the area, and its 
eventual spread to the rest of the country. 

Hawkers are back despite 
months of cleanup campaigns

Indian ambassador meets
PSU chiefs in Kuwait

Mohamed Naser Al Sayer & Sons Co. (MNSS) 
Group Spare Parts Division, a subsidiary of 

ALSAYER Holding, held an electronic raffle draw 
to select the winners of Toyota Genuine Parts 
Special ‘‘Big Winner’ promotional campaign.

The draw was held on 13 August, through 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Computer system, in the presence of company 
representatives and ministry officials. 

The names of winners and the prizes they 
won were announced as follows: The first prize 
of KD1,000 was won by Omran Munwar and the 
second prize of KD750 by Badrya Thamer Nada 
Alzufairy.

The third prize comprising of an Apple 
iphone11 along with Air pods Pro and Apple 
Watch Series 5 was won by Ashwaq Abaas 
Mohmmed Al Attar; while the the fourth prize 
of an Apple iphone11 and Apple Watch Series 
5 were won by Aljazi Hamad Jaber Alajmi. The 
fifth prize of an Apple iphone11 went to Faisal 
Siuod Hamed Alajmi 

Toyota Genuine Parts Special, ‘Big Winner’ 
promotion ran from 12 February to 15 March. 
During this period, customers were eligible to 
participate in the draw with every KD 5/- spent 
on Toyota Genuine Parts at any ALSAYER Parts 
outlet or Service facility. 

The prize distribution ceremony will be 
held at Toyota Parts Main Branch, located 
on Canada Dry Street, Road No 3, while 
maintaining all health precautions necessitated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The winners are 

requested to collect their prizes by presenting 
the official letter from the Ministry and their 
official Personal Identification proof registered 
for the draw.

Mohamed Naser Al Sayer continues to 
guarantee the highest level of customer 
satisfaction through quality assured genuine 
products at fair and competitive prices. 
Al-Sayer Toyota Genuine Parts operate 17 
exclusive outlets across Kuwait offering 
excellent customer experience through better 
accessibility and convenience.

ALSAYER announces winners
of ‘Big Winner’ campaign

P rivate school owners have expressed 
their anger at the recent unilateral 
action by the Ministry of Education to 

reduce the school fees without consulting 
or coordinating with the owners of private 
schools.

In a letter addressed to the Ministry of 
Education, the President of the Kuwait Union 
of Owners of Private Schools and Cultural 
Institutions, Omar Al-Ghurair, denounced the 
decisions issued  by the education ministry 
without consulting the union, which, he said,  is 
the competent, accredited and representative 
authority for private school owners.

The union expressed its strong displeasure 
against the ministry’s decisions to slash the 
tuition fees for all educational systems by 25 
percent from the beginning of the 2020/2021 

academic year, and to exempt parents from 
paying their fees to private and model Arab 
schools for students from primary school to the 
eleventh grade from 26 February, 2020 for the 
2019/2020 academic year.

Al-Ghurair said the union considered the 
action as a show of complete disregard for 
the union by the ministry. This, he said, was 
unexpected and contrary to the norms, “at 
a time when it was necessary to consult, 
coordinate and cooperate with the union to 
provide financial information, and discuss the 
economic difficulties and challenges facing 
private schools following the repercussions of 
the COVID-19 pandemic”.

Insisting that the ministry should have 
worked on finding appropriate solutions that 
satisfy all parties, Al-Ghurair pointed to the 
necessity for developing a clear strategy that 
will work to enhance the process of private 
education and the double responsibilities that 
private schools are currently carrying out.

He added that the union’s Board of Directors 

hopes the ministry will carefully take into 
consideration the submitted grievance letter 
and review the two decisions, and hold a 
meeting with the union for consultation and 
coordination to reach the desired results. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the 
union, Al-Ghurair lauded the great efforts 
exerted by the private school owners and 
their keenness to assume all the obligations 
imposed upon them by the ministry due to 
the exceptional circumstances the country 
is going through. He stressed that the union 
will not hesitate to stand by the school 
owners in order to preserve the stability of the 
educational process in private schools and ease 
their troubles so as to allow them to run their 
affairs and continue the great function of their 
schools.

Private school owners protest fee reductions
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Ministry of Health (MOH) is reportedly 
suspending salaries of doctors, 
nurses, medical technicians and other 

administrative staff whose vacation days have 
expired but they have not rejoined their jobs 
because of being stranded outside the country 
due to the ban on arrival of passengers from 31 

countries.
Thousands of 

health workers 
who had left the 
country on vacation 
in February were 
unable to return as 
flight activities at 
Kuwait International 
Airport had been 
suspended in mid-
March. Moreover, 
when operations 

resumed in August, the airport authorities placed 
a ban on arrival of passengers from 31 nations as a 
precaution against the further spread of coronavirus 
infections in Kuwait.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), 
in response to a request by the MoH had announced 
in July that expats working for the health ministry 
and their first-degree relatives will be allowed to 
enter Kuwait via Kuwait International Airport even if 
their residency visas had expired.

 

MoH to suspend salaries of those stranded abroad

Minister of Finance signed a 
resolution on Thursday to form 
the board of Kuwait Airways for a 

three-year term. The Board will be chaired 
by Captain Ali Al-Dakhan, and consists of 
Faisal Al-Ghareeb, Adel Al-Yousefi, Ahmad 
Al-Ibrahim, Khaled Al-Suwaifan, Khaled Al-
Mutairi and Adel Al-Sane.

Parliament approves
bill limiting 
funding of FGF

The parliament gave its approval to a law setting 
conditions on the annual transfer of state funds 

to the Future Generations Fund (FGF), enabling the 
Ministry of Finance to infuse a little over KD2 billion 
into the economy.

 The National Assembly in its session on 19 August 
passed a law that set the conditions for transfer of 
funds from the General Reserve Fund (GRF) to the 
Future Generation Funds. The new law would allow 
funds to be transferred to the FGF only if the budget 
registers a surplus in that year. The previous law had 
mandated that  10 percent of the State’s income would 
be automatically transferred to the FGF each year.

The FGF is the main asset of Kuwait’s sovereign 
wealth fund, which is the world’s first and oldest 
sovereign wealth fund and is ranked among the 
top-five global wealth funds. The Future Generation 
Fundalong with the General Reserve Fund, which is 
the government’s main source of budget financing, 
are managed by Kuwaiti Investment Authority (KIA).

Parliamentary approval that set the stage for 
injection of money into the GRF will provide the 
government with a breather as it seeks alternative 
ways to enhance liquidity.

Analysts say the infusion of KD2 billion will not 
be sufficient to cover government spending, such 
as public sector salaries, for more than a few months 
under the current low oil price scenario.

 Kuwait’s economy has been adversely impacted 
by the drop in oil prices and the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which saw businesses suspend activities and people 
forced to stay indoors under lockdown. In addition, 
government expenditure far exceeds revenue.

 Last week, the National Assembly dismissed a 
Public Debt law that would have allowed Kuwait 
to borrow KD20 billion over the next 30 years. The 
government has been tapping into the General 
Reserve Fund to obtain liquidity amidst widening 
annual deficits. 

Capt. Ali Al Dakhan to be 
new board chairman of Kuwait Airways
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For many people, their eating 
habits fluctuate based on 
their emotions. They binge in 

excess or sometimes on unhealthy 
foods when they are sad, angry, 
frustrated and even when they are in 
a good mood, or want to celebrate. 
It is even a kind of punishment, you 
feel bad about yourself and you eat 
in excess to punish yourself even 
more. Or, you follow a strict diet to 
lose weight, but something triggers 
a relapse so you binge on fried 
foods. Then you feel guilty because 
you have strayed from your diet 
restrictions in a minute. This behavior 
makes sense with the term called 
emotional eating.

What is emotional eating?
Eating when you are emotional, 

rather than when you are hungry 
is something most people do 
occasionally including me.  It starts 
to be a problem when it becomes 
abnormal and you feel that it is out 
of your control.  You start to feel that 
you cannot stop eating or indulging 
in your favorite unhealthy snacks. 
This type of eating is a major reason 
why some people gain weight and 
become overweight.

The most common emotional 
triggers for overeating are boredom, 
anger, sadness, happiness, anxiety, 
loneliness, stress, low self-esteem, 
disappointment and frustration. Ask 
the question, “Am I hungry now or 
Am I eating for another reason?”

Usually, when you eat because of 
your emotions, you are too happy or 
sad to feel whether you are actually 
hungry or not, so you find it difficult 
to recognize the feeling of fullness, 
because you are under the effect of 

the emotions of this specific moment.

Here are some ways to exert self-
control over your emotional eating.

Keep a food dairy:  When you feel 
that you are eating too much and 
often because of your emotions, 
keep a food diary for a week. Include 
the time you eat, the reasons for 
eating and evaluate your emotions 
after eating. It is a hard exercise, but 
a food diary can give you an idea of 
how often you eat for reasons other 
than hunger.

Look for an activity that helps 
channel your emotions: Find an 
activity that brings you the mental 
and psychological comfort that 
you would otherwise find in food, 
whether its sugary or salty items.

For example, you can run on the 
treadmill when you are angry or 
stressed.  Any intense activity can 
secrete endorphines, and these 
hormones will make you feel relaxed 
and eventually will block your 
cravings.

If you are eating because you are 
happy, replace that with activities 
that bring you feelings of joy about 
yourself like shopping, friendly 
outings or calling a friend.

Break your dependence on 
unhealthy food items: When you 
think happiness, it is chocolate. 
When you think sadness, and stress 
it can be chips. You can change all 
these habits by turning your snacks 

into healthy ones.
If you want something sweet, 

you can try a fruit salad, yogurt 
with some fruits or breakfast bar for 
example, instead of chocolate cakes 
or doughnuts.

Also, a small amount of nuts and 
almonds gives you the feeling of 
fullness for a longer time, even more 
than biscuits.

What about a whole grain toast, 
with jam on the top? It is a great 
option to have as well as it is sweet 
and nutritious.

Before you go sleep, have a cup of 
skim milk or low- fat plain yogurt. It 
will calm you down at night.

Feel hungry: People, who are 
emotional eaters, often lose the 
sense of hunger. They are always full 
because they tend to snack a lot.

Feeling the hunger before 
meals is an excellent factor that 
contributes to weight loss or weight 
maintenance. So eat your main 
meals when you are hungry and let 
your snacks be light and healthy.

And, when you feel that you are 
losing control towards food, be 
sure to ask yourself this pertinent 
question: ‘Am I still hungry or Am I 
eating for another reason?’.

Mira is a go-to source for nutrition and 
wellness and writes a weekly column in The 
Times Kuwait on nutrition and also answers 
your  queries. You can send in your questions to 

infotimeskuwait@gmail.com

The consequences of 
emotional eating

To subscribe to my diet programs, 
don’t forget to log in to: 

www.eatlikemira.com.

Ask Mira: Eating Right to Live Happy & Healthy

 Thought
  for the         e

week
- Albert Schweitzer

French philosopher, physician, writer and humanitarian

Example is not the main thing 
in influencing others. 

It is the only thing.

Easy 
Homemade 
Granola
Basic (but very good) granola 

requires just a handful of 
ingredients: oats, a sweetener, some 
oil, and maybe nuts or dried fruit. 
Once you master that basic formula, 
it’s even easier to mix up a granola 
made just the way you like it.

Key Steps 
Keep it 50-50: The coating for 

your granola should be about half 
sweetener and half oil. Honey and 
maple syrup are two of the best 
sweeteners you can use for granola 
because their liquid state coats 
each oat well. This recipe will give 
you granola with a familiar level of 
sweetness, but you can reduce the 
honey and oil by as much as half and 
still have excellent granola.

Get as clumpy as you like: The 
internet is littered with tricks 
for clumpy granola, but for nice, 
simple chunks you need no special 
ingredients and just a few steps. First, 
press the granola into an even layer 
before you put it in the oven, then 
stir it only once halfway through 
cooking. For really good clumps, 
press down on the finished granola 
before it cools and avoid jostling it 
on the pan until cooled completely.

Knowing when the granola is 
done:  Arguably the hardest part 
of baking granola is knowing when 
the granola is done. Using a low 
oven temperature helps dry out the 
granola without over-baking it, but 
keep in mind that the granola won’t 
be dry right out of the oven — it will 
dry as it cools, so take it out of the 
oven when it looks lightly toasted 
and smells like cooked honey. We’re 
going for a toasty smell here.

Add dried fruit after baking: You 
can toast most nuts with the oats 
in the oven, but dried fruit will burn 
on the pan, so be sure to add it after 
baking.

Instructions
• Heat the oven to 149°C and line 

a baking sheet with parchment 

paper. Arrange a rack in the 
middle of the oven and heat the 
oven to 149°C. Line a rimmed 
baking sheet with parchment 
paper.

• Whisk together the oil, honey, 
cinnamon, and salt. Place the oil, 
honey, cinnamon, and salt in a 
large bowl and whisk to combine.

• Add the oats and almonds and stir 
to coat. Go ahead and measure the 
oats and almonds right into the oil 
mixture — don’t worry if you add 
a little more oats or almonds — 
granola is very forgiving. Stir to 
coat well.

• Spread the oats out onto the 
prepared baking sheet. Transfer 
the mixture to the prepared 
baking sheet and spread into 
an even layer. If the granola is 
clumpy, use a spatula to press it 
into the pan.

• Bake for 20 minutes, stirring 
halfway through. Bake, stirring 
halfway through, for about 20 
minutes total. The granola is 
ready when golden-brown and 
the almonds have toasted — it 
will still feel wet coming out of the 
oven but will dry as it cools.

• Remove from the oven, add the 
fruit, tamp down, and cool. Place 
the baking sheet on a wire rack 
and sprinkle on the raisins or fruit. 
If you want clumps of granola, 
press and tamp down the granola 
before it cools, which will help it 
stick together. Cool completely 
before storing.

• Store in an airtight container. 
Transfer the cooled granola to an 
airtight container for long-term 
storage at room temperature.

• Eat it like cereal with milk or 
sprinkle over yogurt for a simple 
breakfast you can take anywhere. 
Try this recipe straight up or 
tweak it slightly using different 
sweeteners, seasonings, or 
swapping the nuts or fruit for 
your favorite. With this simple 
easy granola, the possibilities are 
almost endless.
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As the world grapples with 
the outbreak of Covid-19 
pandemic, and starts to 

gradually prepare for dealing 
with its longer-term impacts, 
governments and societies should 
take a moment to reflect on what 
we can learn from this crisis and 
use these lessons to build a better 
future. 

 With more than half of the 
global population locked-down, 
the first lesson learned is the 
deep interdependency between 
our countries and regions and 
the high exposure that we all 

have to unanticipated external 
shocks. With the virus spreading 
uncontrollably from continent 
to continent, it has been those 
governments that have accepted 
responsibility for the well-being 
of their citizens and come out 
with a clear plan that have 
weathered the test. The second 
lesson is that multilateralism 

and global solidarity work. Many 
governments have joined forces 
to set up coordination and 
information sharing mechanisms 
and mobilised assistance to the 
most affected and the particularly 
vulnerable, effectively saving lives 
and livelihoods all around the 
world. The third lesson has been 
the necessity to accept science 
and respond to it. 

And this is where we come to 
climate change and environmental 
degradation. Covid-19 in 2020 
is an exceptionally large-scale 
human tragedy, and similar 
outbreaks can be expected in the 
future, but science tells us that this 
is just a warning compared to the 
existential risks for our civilization 
associated with global warming 
and other planetary challenges in 
the years to come. There also exists 
increasing evidence that many 
new infectious disease outbreaks 
are increasingly triggered or 
accentuated by the impacts of 
global warming or by ecosystem 
degradation. 

Healthy natural ecosystems 
are a prerequisite for continued 
prosperity. Unaddressed climate 
change — if the international com-
munity fails to bring the increas-
ing greenhouse gas emissions 
down — and environmental deg-
radation will lead to catastrophic 
consequences, including making 
large parts of our planet unin-
habitable in the coming decades. 
Similarly, the growing number of 
violent weather phenomena will 
continue to destroy crops, homes 
and infrastructures, trigger mas-
sive wildfires and induce mass mi-
gration. These are ingredients for 
a very unsettled world.

Global warming is harder 
to tackle than the Covid-19 
pandemic. There will be no 
vaccine against climate change 
and its devastating impacts. 
Flattening the emissions curve 
will only be possible if we take 
bold and courageous climate 
action, together. The good news 

is, we can do it and we can, in 
fact, we must, use the economic 
rebound from Covid-19 to 
accelerate the transition to a 
safer, more resilient future.

The choices we make today will 
define tomorrow’s future. Over 
the next two years, governments 
around the world will seek to 
spend around EUR 10 trillion 
borrowed from future generations. 
The massive investment needed 
to kick-start our economies 
must relieve the burden on their 
shoulders, not make it heavier. We 
need to get it right from the get-
go. This is why the recovery plans 
should be designed as a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to 
‘build back better’ and invest in 
an economy of the 21st century, 
and not in the obsolete carbon 

economy of the past century.
Together with the EU Heads 

of State or Government, the 
European Commission has 
reconfirmed its commitment to a 
green, digital and resilient recovery 
and embedded it in its proposal 
for the EU’s recovery plan released 
at the end of May. Through 
our recovery plan called Next 
Generation EU and a revamped EU 
budget, every euro of investment 
will be made available to get 
Europe back on its feet, while 
accelerating the twin green and 
digital transitions and building a 
fairer and more resilient society. 
Moreover, the Commission has 
proposed for 25 percent of the EU 
budget for the next seven years to 
be spent on climate investments. 
Some areas where strong action 

can lead to big impacts are, for 
instance, the circular economy, 
ecosystem restoration, the 
built environment (renovation), 
mobility (electrification), and 
energy (renewables and clean 
hydrogen).

The EU will stick to its goal to be 
climate neutral by 2050 — and we 
challenge anyone to beat us to it 
so the whole of humanity wins.

In its Biodiversity Strategy to 
2030 the EU has also made major 
commitments on protecting and 
restoring EU’s ecosystems and is 
ready to lead efforts to agree an 
ambitious new global biodiversity 
framework for post-2020 at the 
upcoming COP15 on Biological 
Diversity. 

Global solidarity, open and 
fair trade, rules-based order, and 
multilateralism are crucial to 
avoid lapsing into a fossil fuel and 
resource intensive recovery, which 
would put people and the planet 
irreversibly in peril. We urge all 
international partners, and in 
particular Kuwait and its citizens 
to also put in place clear and 
robust low carbon policies and 
green recovery strategies. This 
will give our societies a sense of 
direction and purpose, and guide 
investors, businesses, workers and 
consumers towards sustainability.

The EU stands ready to engage 
with partners around the world 
on ways to direct investment 
to environmentally sustainable 
economic activities. We are 
available to share expertise, 
finance projects, explain our 
regulations and share our 
principles for sustainable finance. 
Working hard to find new ways 
to win this collective challenge 
and allow our children to enjoy a 
decent human life on a peaceful 
planet is not an idealistic or a naïve 
pursuit. It is about staying true to 
our values, listening to science, 
strengthening our economies, 
and building a better future. There 
simply is no realist alternative to 
green recovery. 

LOCAL

The recovery plans 
should be designed as 
a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to
‘build back better’ and 
invest in an economy 
of the 21st century, 
and not in the obsolete 
carbon economy of the 
past century.

COVID-19 recovery, opportunity
to build a better future

H.E. Dr. CRISTIAN TUDOR
Ambassador of the European Union to the State of 
Kuwait
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In recent weeks there have been a 
spate of reports attributed to one 
government entity or another on 

the latest visa rules and regulations for 
foreigners. These rules that seem to change 
just as soon as they are announced have 
left many expatriates in Kuwait, as well as 
those stranded abroad, both confused and 
perturbed. The uncertainty surrounding 
their residency status has added to the 
pressures they already face from having 
to cope with economic and social stresses 
brought on by the coronavirus pandemic.

Here we try to make some semblance 
of order to all the visa regulations and 
rules on entry into the country that were 
enacted or changed during the space of 
just this one week.

Extension on visit and residency 
visas: First there was the news at the 
beginning of the week that there would 
be no extension granted on residency or 
visit visas from the start of September. This 
sent jitters among expatriates, especially 
migrants from 32 countries whose visas 
were about to expire or had expired, but 
they were stranded abroad due to the 
government’s temporary ban on the 
arrival of passengers from these countries. 
Luckily for them, a new announcement on 
the very next day brought a wave of relief.

The new decision made clear that 
an extension of three months would be 
granted to residency and visit visa holders, 
starting from the first of September. 
This, said the statement, was done on 
humanitarian grounds due to exceptional 
cases of expats stranded abroad due to 
suspension of airport activities, and in 
order to avoid crowding at residency affairs 
departments

Renewal of visa for 60 and 
overs: The authorities had announced 
last week that those aged 60 and above 
who were not graduates would not have 
their visas renewed from the beginning of 
next year. The residency affairs department 
is also reported to have started denying 
any extension for people in this category 
when it came time to renew their 
residency. People in this category had no 
other recourse than to leave Kuwait when 
their visas expired or before the decision 
came into effect in January 2021. 

However, on Wednesday, the  Director-
General of the Public Authority for 
Manpower (PAM), Ahmed Al-Mousa, is 
said to have sent a circular to all labor 
departments to allow renewals of work 
permits to those who reached the age of 
59 and 60 for only one year until the ban 
comes into play from 1 January 2021. So, 
even if those in this category would be 
compelled to leave by New Year day 2021, 
they did receive a temporary respite by 
having their visas renewed.

According to the circular, when a work 

permit is issued or renewed, the age of the 
expat should be checked so that they do 
not exceed the age of sixty, in compliance 
with “the provisions of the aforementioned 
Resolution No. 520/2020 amending 
Administrative Resolution 552 of 2018 
regarding the issuance of work permits 
under a list of procedures for granting 
work permission and its amendments.” 
Hope the circular makes sense to those for 
whom it is intended.

According to official data with PAM 
there are more than 83,000 expats who 
are above 60 years with secondary 
qualifications and below, who would have 
to leave the country at the start of next 
year. But if you thought only this number 
of people were going to get thrown out, 
you figured wrong according to the Public 
Authority for Civil Information (PACI). 

Pointing to their statistical records, PACI 
said that the number of expats affected by 
the ban on visa renewals for 60 years and 
above is actually higher, at around 97,612. 
To probably rub it in. PACI added that there 
were also a further 15,502 expatriates who 
have reached the age of 60 and over but 
with university degrees. Does that imply 
those university degrees would have to 
be  verified and accredited; probably not. 
Anyway, the new numbers have left PAM 
with the burden of finding an additional 
14,612 expatriates listed in the PACI records 
and deporting them as well, by the start of 
the new year.

PAM sets new rules on transfer 
of workers: Given all the rapid-fire an-
nouncements and changes in announce-
ments over visa rules that were announced 
in recent weeks, staff at the Public Author-
ity for Manpower (PAM) must have been 
very busy the last couple of weeks. 

The latest announcement from PAM 
citing their Director-General was on new 
conditions for the transfer of workers 
from one employer to another. While we 
congratulate PAM for its clarifications in 
light of the numerous visa changes, we do 
wish their announcements were reported 
in language that the layman could 
understand.

Explaining the new visa transfer 
rules, PAM said that the law was being 
announced on the instructions of the 
Minister of Social Affairs and the Minister 
of State for Economic Affairs, Maryam Al-
Aqeel, and is meant  to impose greater 
regulations on the labor market in light of 
the efforts made by Kuwait in this regard. 
This much is quite clear.

But then, the explanation gets all 
legalese. PAM said it set “New conditions 
related to the transfer of work permits 
as Resolution No. 529 of 2020 was 
issued requiring the amendment of 
Administrative Resolution No. 842 of 2015 
regarding requirements for the transfer 
of workers from one employer to another, 

and the decision specifies the transfer 
of workers from the private sector to 
the Governmental sector.” If the above 
paragraph makes sense to you, then you 
are probably better at legalese than us.

In a simpler clarification, PAM  said that 
regulations have been put in place to halt 
the transfer of family visas to work visas 
in the private sector and from the private 
sector to the public sector, but specific 
groups have been allowed to transfer 
to work permits in the private sector. 
The exceptions are the husbands and 
children of Kuwaiti women and the wives 
of Kuwaitis and those born in Kuwait, and 
Palestinians with a diploma.

The Public Authority for Manpower 
(PAM) also said this week that it would 
start a series of measures to control the 
labor market and handle the spillage of 
workers from government contracts to 
the private sector after data showed that 
around 420,000 workers were registered 
on those contracts. 

The Authority said it would implement 
a ban on transferring the worker from the 
government contract to the file of the main 
company under which he works, when the 
contract ends, and the sponsor will be 
obligated to terminate the employment 
contract and ensure the worker leaves the 
country, or else the company’s file at PAM 
would be suspended.

The next step in its tranche of measures, 
said PAM, would be to allow the worker to 
move only from a government contract 
for the company in which he works to a 
government contract in the same company, 
and the worker will not be allowed to 
transfer to a different government contract 
under another company. This step, said 
PAM was intended to control the labor 
market and close the residency visa trade 
outlets.

MoI reiterates fine for over-
staying: Though late to the party in 
announcing new visa rules, the Ministry of 
Interior (MoI) chimed in this week by say-
ing that it would continue to levy KD2 as 
fine per day on anyone found to have over-
stayed their visit or residency visas. 

The General Department of Residency 
Affairs at MoI said that it would continue 
to extract fines from those overstaying, 
as they had so far not received any 
instructions from relevant authorities on 
granting extensions to visit or residency 
visa holders. 

The department however added that 

in case the MoI receives confirmation of 
the visa extensions, the online system at 
the ministry would swiftly automate the 
process of renewals without the need for 
a review from the competent department 
for all those whose residency and visit visas 
have expired.

But then the department cautioned that 
until it receives the visa extension directive, 
everyone whose residency or visit visa has 
expired are obliged to leave the country at 
the beginning next September, otherwise 
they will be in violation of the law, and 
will have to pay a penalty of KD2 for each 
day of violation. Speak of government 
bureaucracy.

MoE halts visa for stranded 
teachers: Not to be outdone in the 
chorus on new visa rules, the Ministry of 
Education (MoE) announced this week that 
it would not renew the residency permits 
for expat teachers who are stranded 
abroad due to the ban on passengers from 
32 countries.

The reason for this decision is apparent-
ly financial, as the fees for renewal of visas 
of those teachers stranded abroad would 
amount to a huge sum. The MoE is under-
stood to be in discussion with the Minis-
try of Interior on an alternative procedure 
that would allow the stranded teachers 
whose residency visa has expired to enter 
the country on a visit visa, which the MoE 
would later transfer to the ministry’s visa.

The attempt by MoE to wiggle out of 
paying renewal fees for stranded teachers 
comes in the footsteps of the Ministry of 
Health, which said last week that since 
July  it had begun suspending the salaries 
of doctors, technicians and administrators 
employed by the ministry, who are 
stranded abroad and whose vacation days 
have expired while outside Kuwait. That 
was not very humanitarian, was it?, 

Visa rules that keep 
changing… and changing 

 Last week there were also reports making 
the rounds that the authorities had decided 
to halt the transfer of residency visas of chil-
dren from the sponsorship of the father to 
the mother, in case the latter leaves the coun-
try permanently or if his visa expires while he 
is outside the country or even in the event of 
his death. 

But then, just when well-employed or 
self-employed women were getting ready to 
pack their utensils, belongings and with kids 
in tow head off to their native lands, came 
a new order. Again, based on humanitarian 
grounds, the General Directorate of 
Residency canceled the previous directive. 
No wonder Kuwait was recognized by the 

United Nations as a ‘humanitarian hub’.
Under new instructions, issued to directors 

of residency affairs departments in all six 
governorates, the Director-General said 
that residency permits of children can be 
transferred to the sponsorship of their mothers 
who reside in the country, as long as they meet 
the criteria of the dependent visa, the most 
important of which is a salary requirement of 
KD500 dinars in their work permit.

It needs to be added that female teachers 
working in the Ministry of Education, female 
nursing staff in the Ministry of Health and 
female doctors were already allowed to 
sponsor their children on their residency 
visas.

Children's visas under
mother's sponsorship
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A recent public opinion survey 
among Kuwaitis during the 
coronavirus crisis showed that 

the majority of respondents (65%) held 
the view that expatriates were the 
main reason behind the emergence of 
coronavirus in Kuwait. 

In addition, over three-quarters 
(76%) of those surveyed felt that the 
government should consider deporting 
most of the foreigners from the country, 
while 39 percent said expatriates should 
not be given access to free treatment for 
COVID-19 in government-run hospitals.

In recent months there have been 

vociferous calls in parliament and 
elsewhere for the authorities to realign 
the skewed demographics in the country, 
by reducing the number of expatriates 
and speeding up the Kuwaitization drive 
in public sector jobs. With an expatriate 
population of 3.4 million, Kuwaitis 
account for only around 30 percent (1.4 
million) of the country’s population of 4.8 
million. 

On the other hand, 21 percent of 
those surveyed held the view that the 
coronavirus is a minor influenza virus that 
has been over-hyped by the media, while 
23 percent felt it was a plot hatched by 

global powers. 
Nearly half of the sample population 

felt that the Ministry of Health is providing 
accurate information and 39 percent were 
confident that the ministry’s swab and 
other tests were efficient and sufficient 
to detect virus infections. The study 
also showed that nearly 45 percent of 
respondents felt anxious and were under 
severe psychological pressure due to 
emergence of the virus.

The study conducted by the Center 
for Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies 
at Kuwait University, and supervised by 
Dr. Faisal Abu Salib, the Center’s director, 

was conducted from 1 to 8 August with 
a sample population of 1,002 Kuwaiti 
citizens.

Expatriates blamed for 
emergence of COVID-19 in Kuwait

Ministry of Finance has reportedly 
transferred KD200 million to the Kuwait 

Health Office in the United States to settle 
outstanding bills for treatment of Kuwaitis in 
US hospitals. 

The transfer of funds was made at the 
request of the Ministry of Health (MoH) after 
it became apparent that several US hospitals 
were considering filing lawsuits against the 

Kuwait Health Office in Washington DC for 
non-payment of dues. The Council of Ministers 
is said to have urged the Ministry of Health 
to coordinate with the Ministry of Finance to 
study the claims of the US hospitals and take 
the necessary measures to ensure that Kuwaiti 
patients continue to receive quality treatment, 
while the reputation of Kuwait is not sullied 
abroad.

The MoH is said to be in a quandary after 
it approved the treatment of Kuwaitis in US 

hospitals, but later found that it did not have 
necessary funds to pay the hospital bills, as 
the Finance Ministry has slashed the budget 
for foreign treatment. The lack of funds has 
made it difficult for MoH to pay bills that have 
been accumulating from US hospitals on time, 
leading to many hospitals in the US refusing to 
treat Kuwaiti patients sent abroad by the State..

Sources pointed out that the budget for 
fiscal year 2020-2021 has set aside KD170 
million for treatment of Kuwaitis abroad. 
However, this amount cannot be used to 
cover past medical claims, as nearly half of the 
earmarked amount is for spending on patient 
allowances and their travel tickets, as well as for 
health insurance of students and for medicines 
required by the Ministry of Health, in addition 
to meeting administrative expenses for health 
offices abroad.

Media in the US have reported that Kuwait 
owes nearly $700 million in unpaid bills to 
some of the top US hospitals in the United 
States for sophisticated medical care provided 
to Kuwaiti nationals. Some of the hospitals are 
said to have spent years trying to collect long-
standing debts from Kuwait. 

Among the 45 hospitals that are owed 
money by Kuwait are some of the most 
prestigious medical care centers in the US, 
including Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston, MD Anderson in Houston and others 
that have provided specialized cancer, heart, 
pediatric and other care to Kuwaiti patients. 

Kuwait transfers millions 
to settle claims by US hospitals

PAM inspects over 26,000
commercial establishments

Ministry of Interior (MoI) is 
reported to be putting the 

finishing touches to a comprehensive 
plan to hunt down, arrest and deport 
residency violators who are believed 
to number more than 75,000.

More than 25,000 illegal residents 
are said to have either rectified 
their illegal status or accepted the 
government’s amnesty period in 
April to depart the country without 
paying any fines. The remaining 
illegals include 15,000 who will be 
able to amend their residency status 
after paying the stipulated penalties. 
However, the remaining 75,000 are 
believed to be long-time residency 
violators who do not have the means 
to pay the huge fines they would 
have to pay, and have decided to take 
their chance of not being found by 

the authorities. If detained by police 
they are apparently willing to serve 
their jail-terms and then be deported.

MoI sources hinted that the 
campaigns will be launched 
immediately after the expats 
currently in detention centers are 
first deported. The authorities are 
also probably waiting for the airport 
to resume its full operations so 
that the violators can be deported 
directly without having to first 
accommodate them in detention 
centers or already crowded police 
stations as a precaution against the 
spread of coronavirus.

The sources also revealed that 
the new security campaign would 
be different from previous attempts 
to arrest residency violators and 
would involve several security 

sectors working in cohesion and 
coordination.

A new law enacted recently and 
aimed at curbing human trafficking 
through visa-trade in Kuwait 
stipulates stringent punishments for 
the perpetrators of visa trade and for 

those who buy these visas. According 
to the new law, visa traders who sell 
visas and facilitate the entry of these 
visa purchasers into the country, as 
well as renews their residences, will 
face a jail-term of up to three years 
and a fine ranging from KD5,000 to 

KD10,000. The fine will be imposed 
on each visa that the visa-trafficker 
sells to an expat and brings into the 
country. The punishment is set to 
double if the crime is perpetrated 
by civil servants, or if the offense is 
repeated within five years.

Foreigners who pay for work 
permits or for renewing their 
residency permits will similarly be 
penalized with a one-year jail term 
and a fine of KD1,000 following 
an investigation by the Public 
Prosecution. Provisions in the new 
law also require employers to inform 
authorities if their expat employees 
leave the job or if their residency 
is cancelled, and if they do not 
leave the country. Violators of this 
provision will receive fines that could 
range from KD600 to KD2,000.

Inspection campaigns to hunt down residency violators

Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) has 
revealed that since the onset of coronavirus 

pandemic in the country, its monitoring teams 
carried out a total of 26,877 inspections of 
commercial establishments. Complementing 
these inspections, the inspectors issued official 
warnings to 22,219 establishments,  recorded 
violations against 3,690 entities and shut 
down 440 establishments for violating health 
requirements outlined by the Council of Ministers.

In addition, the inspectors visited around 
1,083 labor camps and work sites, as well 
as 353 residential buildings housing over 
46,000 workers, of which 120 residential 
buildings were found in violation of labor 
accommodation rules.

Inspection teams also monitored hundreds 
of work sites to see if they were in breach 
of rules and found around 318 companies 
were working their employees during the 

time period banned for work in summer. 
The violating companies were warned and 
287 companies responded by stopping their 
employees from working during the hot noon 
time. The summer work ban is scheduled to 
end on 31 August.

PAM also said that its Director General 
Ahmed Al-Mousa had announced last week 
that companies under government contracts 
will have to provide documents before 30 
September, proving that they have granted 
employees working for them with housing 
allowances or provided adequate housing 
arrangements. PAM added that the decision 
to update accommodation details provided 
by companies under government contract 
was taken by on instructions by the Minister 
of Social Affairs and the Minister of State for 
Economic Affairs, Maryam Al-Aqeel, to ensure 
that workers are provided with suitable 
housing, given the exceptional circumstances 
that Kuwait is going through to limit the spread 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Al-Mousa called on companies to go to 
the headquarters of the National Center 
for Occupational Health and Safety in the 
Abu Fatira area to complete all the required 
documents during the aforementioned 
period, and highlighted the necessity for the 
commitment and cooperation of employers 
in this regard because the matter is related to 
protecting workers and achieving international 
standards in labor housing.
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After 75 years of building and 
defending the homeland, 
Vietnam, led by the 

Communist Party of Vietnam, has 
transformed from being a poor 
country with low-level educational 
and technical facilities and poor 
socio-economic infrastructure, 
into a developing country with 
middle income status, constantly-
developing social culture, 
improved material and spiritual 
life, stable politics and society, as 
well as increasingly enhancing the 
reputation and prestige of Vietnam 
in the international arena.

Over the past 75 years, Vietnam 
has broken the siege and embargo, 
expanded its foreign relations 
towards multilateralism and 
diversification. The country is 
proactively and actively integrating 
into the world, and acting as a 
trusted friend and partner, as well 
as a responsible member of the 
international community. Today, 
Vietnam has diplomatic relations 
with more than 185 countries 
around the world, has established a 
comprehensive strategic partnership 
with 3 countries, Strategic 
Partnership with 13 countries and 
Comprehensive Partnership with 13 
countries. Vietnam participates in 
most international organizations and 
multilateral economic cooperation 
institutions; has an important role 
and voice in the region and the 
world. The country was twice elected 
as Non-Permanent Member of 
the Security Council of the United 
Nations, and during the 2020-2021 
term achieved a record 192 out of 193 
supportive votes. Vietnam has also 
hosted many significant international 
conferences such as the Asia-Europe 
Meeting (ASEM 2005), APEC Summit 
2006 and 2017, 2019 North Korea–
United States Summit...  

For its impressive achievements 
in development and international 
integration over the past years, 
international organizations are 
highly appreciative of Vietnam’s 
economic prospects in the coming 
years. The World Bank (WB) assesses 
that Vietnam has a stable business 
environment and has achieved 
positive results in improving 
business environment in the past 
decades. Business Report 2020 of WB 
ranked Vietnam as 70/190 of world 
economy (increasing 20 grades 
than in 2010); Vietnamese Paying 
Taxes ranks 109/190 of countries 
and territories (up to 22 grades 
than in 2018); at the same time, the 
Vietnamese economy is assessed to 
make continual and positive progress 
in the coming years because: (i) 
Vietnam has improved the access of 
credit information via providing data 
to users from commercial banks and 
upgrading tax collection system; (ii) 
an improved business environment 
helps Vietnam attract more foreign 
investment (in 2019, foreign direct 
investment committing to invest 
in Vietnam has exceeded US$38 
billion, the highest level in Vietnam 
for the 2009-2019 period, increased 
by 7.2%/year). The World Economic 
Forum has appreciated that 

Vietnam’s competitiveness is ranked 
67/141 countries and territories (up 
to 10 grades than in 2018); Global 
Innovation Index (GII) of Vietnam 
ranked 42/129 of the countries and 
territories, ranking first among 
26 middle income countries and 
3rd position in ASEAN; internet 
information security ranking index 
in Vietnam ranked 50/175 of the 
countries and territories (increased 
50 grades than in 2018). The Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), The 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in England and Wales (ICAEW) 
confirmed in October 2019 that 
Vietnam has the highest economic 
growth rate in Southeast Asia with 
more than 6.8 percent. According 
to ADB, Vietnam’s strong economic 
development is due to the continual 
increase in domestic demand and 
sustained FDI inflows. Domestic 
consumption outlook continues to 
be bright, supported by low inflation. 

As a responsible member 
of international community, 
Vietnam has made many positive 
contributions, contributing to the 
consolidation and maintenance of 
regional and international peace, 
security and stability (after 5 years 
of participating in United Nations 
peacekeeping 2014 - 2019, Vietnam 
has sent 40 officers to two missions in 
South Sudan and the Central African 
Republic, deployed two level-2 field 
hospitals), Vietnam always takes the 
lead in resolving disagreements and 
disputes in international relations 
through peaceful negotiation on the 
basis of international law. 

Being a country located next to 
the South China Sea, Vietnam has 
3,260 km of coastline from north to 
south and a vast sea area including 
thousands of large and small islands, 
including two archipelagos of 

Hoang Sa (Paracels) and Truong Sa 
(Spatlys). Vietnam is restructuring 
its marine economy with top 
priorities in developing marine and 
island tourism, renewable energy, 
biotechnology, pharmaceutical 
industry, maritime, exploitation of 
oil and gas and other minerals, fish 
farming and shipbuilding... to adapt 
to climate change and promote 
economic growth.

In dispute of sovereignty over 
the South China Sea with related 
parties, Vietnam respects and strictly 
enforces provisions of The United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea 1982 (UNCLOS); simultaneously, 
expressing its effort and consistent 
policies in cooperating and settling 
disputes and disagreements over the 
sea in a peaceful way in accordance 
with international law on the basis of 
mutual understanding and respect. 
Along with perseverance and 
determination to protect sovereignty 
of sea and islands, Vietnam affirms 
that the Convention is the only 
legal basis, comprehensively and 
thoroughly prescribing the scope of 
entitled right to the waters between 
Vietnam and other related countries.  
While waiting for a basic and long-

term solution to the South China 
Sea issue, Vietnam believes that all 
concerned parties are required to 
seriously implement the Declaration 
on the Conduct of Parties in the 
South China Sea (DOC). 

The concerned parties need to 
develop as soon as possible a Code 
of Conduct in the South China Sea 
(COC), consider it as an important 
factor to ensure security and 
stability in the region; make efforts 
to maintain peace and stability on 
the basis of maintaining the status 
quo, not complicating the situation, 
without taking action of force or 
threatening the use of force.

The South China Sea is located 
on the important traffic route 
connecting the Pacific - Indian 
Ocean, Europe - Middle East - Africa 
- Asia., and is the second most 
used sea lane in the world, with 
over 50 percent of world merchant 
fleet tonnage passing through it. 
The South China Sea is the vital 
lifeblood for the transport of oil 
and natural resources and trade 
from the Middle East to China, 
Korea, and Japan.

Ensuring peace, stability, security 
and freedom of maritime in the 
South China Sea is for the benefits 
of countries inside and outside 
the region. In recent years, many 
countries in the world, especially the 
US, the Philippines, Muslim countries: 
Indonesia, Malaysia and etc. have 
issued the Diplomatic Notes to the 
United Nations against unreasonable 
sovereignty claims in the South 
China Sea. Vietnam welcomes and 
highly appreciates all efforts and 
contributions made by countries 
inside and outside the region in 
protecting the maritime security and 
safety as well as maintaining peace 
and stability in the South China Sea.

INTERNATIONAL

Vietnam’s role and achievements on the rise
International community highly appreciates the economic prospect and increasing role and position 

of Vietnam in the international arena and advocates settling all disagreements and disputes in 
international relations through peaceful negotiation on the basis of international law.

After a great victory on 
30 April, 1975, under the 

leadership of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam, the Vietnamese 
people immediately started 
the task of rebuilding from the 
consequences of the war and 
restoring the economy. On the 
basis of practical summarization, 
at the 6th National Congress 
(December 1986), the Communist 
Party of Vietnam initiated and 
led the people to implement 
Renovation work and to open 
an important turning point 
in national construction and 
defense. Over nearly 35 years 
of implementing Renovation 
policy of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam (1986 - 2020), Vietnam 
has notched many achievements 
of great historical significance, 
specifically: 

Size and potential of the 
economy has been enhanced. From 
being one of the poorest countries 
in the world, Vietnam is now one 
of the most dynamic emerging 
countries in Southeast Asia and the 
world.

Economic structure has 
positively progressed in the 
direction of industrialization 
and modernization, combining 
production with the market. Macro 
economy is stable, maintaining a fair 
growth rate for many decades. In 
the period of 2010-2020, economic 
growth of Vietnam reached an 
average of 6.31 percent per annum, 
with GDP growth in 2019 reaching 
7.02 percent, which made it among 
the fastest growing economies in 
Southeast Asia and the world. And 
in 2020, despite being 

... CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Vietnam: Remarkable 
socio-economic  achievements
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impacted and severely affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, according 
to the World Bank (WB), Vietnamese 
GDP growth is estimated to increase 
by 3-4 percent. By 2019, Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) in the country 
reached US$362 billion with nearly 
40,000 projects from 132 countries 
and territories. Import and export 
has increased continuously from 
1986 to 2020, with the import-export 
turnover in 2019 reaching US$190 
billion. From a situation of regular 
trade deficit, Vietnam has turned to 
a nation with a trade surplus of $10 
billion in 2019. Vietnamese products 
are present in  more than 200 
countries and territories in almost 
every continent. 

Under the proper leadership of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam, 
Vietnam is increasingly and more 
comprehensively integrating into 
the regional and global economy. 
The country has signed 16 Free 
Trade Agreements i, including 
many ‘new generat ion’ agreements 
such as the Compr ehensive 
and Progressive A greement for 
Trans-Pacific Par tnership (CPTPP) 
effective since January 2019 and 
the European Un ion Vietnam Free 
Trade Agreement  (EVFTA) effective 
since 1 August 2020 with higher 
and broader com mitments. EVFTA 
is the first agreement of the EU with 
developing countries in Asia, paving 
the way for a tariff reduction of 99 
percent on goods between Vietnam 
and the EU.    

Along with eco nomic develop-
ment, Vietnam has consistently 
invested in al l resources for devel-
opment in all aspects of the socio-
cultural field ; always paid attention 
to effectivel y resolving the relation-
ship between economic growth and 
cultural development, and in the im-
plementation of social advancement 
and justice. The annual per capita in-
come which in 1986 was only around 

$86 reached $2,800 in 2019, a 32.5 
fold increas e in over three decades. 
In the proce ss, Vietnam has gone 
from being a  low-income country 
to becoming a developing country 
with an aver age income. Vietnam is 
considered a s a country with posi-
tive achieve ment in poverty reduc-
tion and in realizing the United Na-
tions Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). In 1975, at the end of the war, 

more than 70 percent of Vietnamese 
population l ived below the poverty 
line, but by the end of 2019, the pov-
erty rate in Vietnam was only about 
4 percent. The Human Development 
Index (HDI) has steadily and continu-
ously increa sed over the past few 
decades; in 2019, it was 0.63, ranked 
118/119 coun tries, just increasing 
0.007 points  to enter the group of 
countries wi th high Human Devel-

opment Index . Especially in the first 
six months of 2020, in the context of 
outbreak and global spreading of the 
COVID-19 pan demic. On 17 August, 
when the glo bal infected numbers 
stood at 21,837,088, and the number 
of fatalities was 773,198, Vietnam has 
well-managed , prevented and con-
trolled the spread of epidemic, with 
only 964 inf ected cases, 456 recov-
ered cases a nd 24 fatalities. In spite 
of difficult  economic conditions, the 
Government of Vietnam has provid-
ed quarantine facilities and isolation 
conditions  for all those who have 
or are suspected of contact with in-
fected peo ple; self-researched and 
successful ly manufactured test in-
struments and exported to America 
and Europe. 

With the g uiding spirit of Prime 
Minister N guyen Xuan Phuc who 
said, “Res isting the pandemic is 
like fight ing the enemy”, Vietnam 
has activ ely responded to the 
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak even 
before re cognizing the first case of 
infection. According to the Financial 
Times, “V ietnam has demonstrated 
its disea se control model in a 
country with a limited resource but a 
determined leadership”. 

Vietnam h as maintained its 
socio-eco nomic stability over the 
past deca des. Favorable business 
investmen t environment and free 
trade agreements between Vietnam 
and other  countries in the world 
are expec ted to increase foreign 
investmen t capital, including 
investmen ts from the Middle East 
and African countries into Vietnam.

Vietnam: Remarkable socio-economic  achievements

LOCAL

With the five-month-long curfew 
drawing to a close at the end of 
August and the country set to 

return to normal working hours there is 
fear among the authorities and healthcare 
professionals that citizens and residents 
could abandon all health precautions, 
leading to relapse in the spread of 
coronavirus in the country.

The decision by the Council of Ministers 
to end the curfew in all areas of Kuwait from 
Tuesday, 1 September, had stressed that all 
precautionary measures taken to contain 
the spread of virus should be maintained 
even after the end of curfew, including 
social distancing, the wearing of masks and 
the use of sterilizers and handwashes in 
public areas.

The government has been bringing the 
curfew to an end in a well-coordinated and 
phased manner through a partial lifting 
of curfew in select areas and economic 
sectors before moving to more areas and 
sectors of the economy. The decision to 
lift the curfew from the entire country will 
be a big challenge and a significant test of 
the ability of authorities to implement the 
required balance between health security 
and security of the economy.

Once the curfew is lifted completely, 
working hours will be restored enabling 
businesses and industries in all sectors of 
the economy, including restaurants, retail 
stores, malls and shopping complexes to 
once again operate in full-swing. People, 
especially night-shift crew would also be 
able to move about freely at any time and 
to any place without being hindered by 
curfew times and containment zones.

The authorities have put in place a 

number of precautionary health measures 
that must be followed and adhered to 
by the government entities and private 
institutions. These measures would have 
to be implemented and adhered to in the 
post-curfew situation in order to preserve 
the health and safety of the visitors of its 
facilities, buildings and affiliated bodies.

A health precaution review committee 
has discussed with the Kuwait Municipality 
about regulating working hours in the first 
week of lifting the curfew to the same as that 
during the fourth-phase of lifting of curfew. 
The exception would be for cooperative 
societies, markets, food shopping centers 
and groceries in commercial areas, which 
would  be allowed to operate for 24 hours 
to meet the needs of the population. Other 
activities would be allowed to operate 
24 hours in a gradual manner during the 

second-week of lifting of the curfew.
There is also a suggestion to limit times 

for specific activities and allow them to 
operate 24-hours only in a gradual manner. 
As per this suggestion the number of 
opening hours for commercial complexes 
will first be from 9am until 10pm; 
restaurants and cafes from 5am till 11pm; 
laundries, washing and ironing from 7am 
till 11pm and salons from 9am to 11pm. 
These timings would be gradually eased 
before allowing them to operate as they 
did before the pandemic. 

Regarding the mechanism of work in 
government agencies following the lifting 
of curfew, the review committee said that if 
the government agencies need to increase 
the number of workers, it can summon 
a small percentage of the employees as 
long as the employee percentage in a 

department does not exceed 75 percent of 
total employees, excluding those exempted 
by the Civil Service Commission such as 
chronic disease patients, pregnant and 
lactating women, and other special cases.

The committee also stressed that no 
visitors to government agencies would be 
entertained without a specific prior online 
appointment. Government entities have 
also been asked to ensure that sterilizers 
are provided in the workplace and not to 
receive any employee or visitor who does 
not wear a mask. In addition, the building, 
furniture and equipment would need to be 
cleaned and disinfected at least once a day. 

In the meantime, the Ministry of Interior 
has announced that it has prepared 
a detailed plan for dealing with the 
country-wide lifting of curfew. Security 
authorities will be deployed in complexes 
and commercial markets at fixed security 
points and foot patrols will monitor the 
changing situation in order to rapidly 
deal with any gathering or congestion 
within the complexes in violation of social 
distancing norms.

In addition, security personnel from 
the ministry would conduct random 
inspections of illegal food markets in areas 
where bachelors live and arrest those that 
engage in unauthorized gatherings and 
violations of the law. The ministry warned 
that any breaking of the law regarding 
gatherings will be dealt with immediately, 
whether in diwaniyas or public squares, or 
in holding wedding parties or mourning. 

The ministry has requested citizens and 
expats to show a sense of responsibility in 
order to preserve the health, safety and 
lives of everyone.

Committee reviews post-curfew health precautions
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It will be one more missed opportunity in 
the legislature’s long history of missing the 
reform boat, and in the process the chance to 
boost economic and social developments in the 
country.

With parliamentary elections to be held 
by year-end, lawmakers are understandably 
more concerned about retaining their seats 
in the National Assembly rather than on more 
mundane matters such as state finances or 
economic welfare of the country. Playing to the 
galleries in parliamentary sessions, with often 
outlandish demands and claims, may well win 
lawmakers  support of their voter base and 
attract new voters, but it does not augur well for 
the future of the country.

In her comments prior to presenting its report 
on the bill to parliament, MP Safa Al Hashem, 
who heads the house panel on finance and 
economy, said the committee rejected the draft 
bill “with 4 against and 1 abstention in the panel, 
because, in the absence of clear and real reform, 
things won’t be put right.” She added that the 
government did not provide clarity on how the 
borrowed funds would be utilized or on the 
mechanism for repayment. Reiterating this view, 
lawmaker Adnan AbdulSamad said, “There are 
real justifications for rejecting the public debt 
law. It’s difficult to approve the public debt law 
without budget reform.”

Kuwait is facing one of the worst economic 
crunches among oil exporters in the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, with 
pressure on state coffers mounting from 
months of sustained low oil prices that have 
been exacerbated by the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. The country’s General Reserve Fund 
(GRF), which the government has been dipping 
into over the years to tide over recurring budget 
deficits is all but depleted. 

In his speech calling on parliament to approve 
the draft debt law and implement much-needed 
economic reforms, Minister Al-Sheetan warned 
that failure to do so would totally deplete the 
GRF and leave the government unable to cover 
its expenditures. The minister pointed out 
that much of the expenditure that had led to 
recurring budget deficits had gone to paying 
salaries of government employees, subsidies to 
citizens, current expenditures and construction 
projects.  The government is estimated to be 
withdrawing around KD1.7 billion each month 
from the GRF.  

Under this scenario, liquidity of GRF could soon 
dry up, especially if global oil prices continue to 
maintain their ‘lower for longer’ status, and the 
country remains mired in its inability to borrow 
from debt markets. The government’s draft 

legislation envisages borrowings of up to KD20 
billion spread over 30 years through the issue of 
sovereign bonds on local and international debt 
markets.

“Had we implemented this debt law in 2017, 
we wouldn’t be where we are today,” said Al-
Sheetan, referring to the previous debt law 
that had lapsed in October 2017. Since then, 
various iterations of the draft bill have been 
presented for discussion in parliament only to 
be rejected by lawmakers stridently opposed to 
any borrowings from debt markets. It is worth 
commenting that the opposition to a new law 
on borrowing came despite the government’s 
highly successful debut Eurobond issuance in 
March 2017.

In his clarification on the bill, the finance 
minister assured lawmakers that the bill 
would give the government necessary time 
to implement economic reforms in a phased 

manner, and that it would compensate for the 
fall in oil revenues from sustained low oil prices 
and rising expenditures, as well as help tackle the 
exigencies arising from the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. He pointed out that approval of the 
bill would reduce the impact of much-needed 
financial and economic reforms on citizens and 
not compromise investments of the Future 
Generations Fund (FGF).

In all fairness, while lawmakers returned 
the draft bill back to the finance and economic 
committee, it did give its nod to the finance 
minister’s request for exchange of assets 
between the GRF and the FGF. Accordingly, the 
parliament approved an amendment to the long-
standing law mandating transfer of 10 percent of 
annual revenue to the FGF, and instead made 
the transfer of funds conditional on the annual 
budget running a surplus. The amendment will 
now give the government around KD2 billion, 

which is  a temporary respite that could go 
mostly to paying state sector employees who are 
in the most part citizens.

The FGF, which was set up to act as a buffer for 
future generations when oil reserves invariably 
deplete and oil revenues eventually run dry. This 
fund had so far remained untouchable to the 
government except in national emergencies, 
such as the 1990 Iraqi invasion when the 
government had to spend huge sums of money 
for liberating the country and rebuilding it after 
the wanton destruction of its infrastructure. But 
now that the government has been given the 
go-ahead to dip its toes in the FGF it may not 
be long before the fund begins to experience 
shortfalls in its investments and its performance.

Highlighting this danger, the finance minister 
himself warned, “In several decades, the FGF will 
run out, affecting the welfare of future citizens 
and the state.” He reiterated that a much better 
alternative to borrowing from the FGF was for 
parliament to approve the debt bill. 

The debt bill, said Al-Sheetan, would allow 
the government to issue sovereign bonds that 
are currently available on very favorable terms 
due to the high rating of Kuwait on financial 
markets. The country’s low ratio of public debt 
to its GDP and to its fund reserves, give lenders 
high confidence in Kuwait, while the longer 
tenure of the bonds will make them attractive 
to long-term investors such as large global 
pension funds.

Outlining how the draft debt bill would 
be utilized over the coming years the finance 
minister explained that the public debt bill 
will provide KD20 billion for 30 years and that 
40 percent of this amount would be used 
to meet expenditures and the remaining 60 
percent would be allocated for infrastructure 
development projects. All the rationalizations 
by the finance minister apparently failed to 
convince lawmakers who sent the draft bill 
back for further review by the finance and 
economic panel. 

Faced with falling revenues from low oil 
prices, a budget that is expected to widen in 
2020-2021 fiscal year to KD14 billion, and an 
economy that is reeling under the impact of 
the coronavirus outbreak, many citizens are 
beginning to ask what will it take to convince 
the parliament of the urgency of approving 
the debt law when it comes up for vote in the 
coming session of the National Assembly. 

In the likely eventuality that the debt bill fails 
to win parliamentary approval, the government 
would still be left with the option of issuing the 
law by decree once the current legislature’s 
term ends and lawmakers head off for elections. 
However, the government would also have to 
keep in mind that the ‘legislators will be back’.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the public interest,” noting that it was up 
to His Highness the Prime Minister to accept 
or turn down his request to leave the ministry. 
The minister added that in the meantime he 
would be pursuing his duties in office. 

It will be recalled that Minister Al-Sheetan 
had faced a grilling and subsequent no-
confidence motion by 10 lawmakers who 
alleged that he proposed to raise public 
service fees and “overburdening” citizens 
with additional charges on government 
services as part of an austerity program.

The minister denied the charges and 
clarified the proposals were “merely drafts” 
and would not be implemented without 
approval of the National Assembly. The no-
confidence motion that was put to vote on 
12 August was resoundingly defeated with 
32 members supporting the minister and 12 
voting against him while three abstained.

Not done with grilling the finance minister 
and later the interior minister, in past weeks, 
lawmakers have once again requested several 
grilling motions that are slated for the upcoming 
parliamentary session on 1 September.

Lawmaker Mohammad Hayef has given 
notice of summoning Interior Minister 
Anas Al-Salah for a further grilling motion 

after the minister comfortably won a vote 
of confidence in parliament last week. 
Confirming the new grilling, the National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim said 
that MP Hayef had clarified that his grilling 
motion would mainly deal with allegations 
of “intruding into citizens’ private affairs. The 
MP is also accusing the minister of “covering 
up” crime targeting state security.

In the same parliamentary session, 
lawmakers Abdulkarim Al-Kanderi and Al-
Humaidi Al-Subaie have also expressed their 
intention to grill His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah, while a trio of parliamentarians 
have called for grilling the Education Minister 
Dr. Saud Al-Harbi.

According to Kuwaiti constitutional 
law, lawmakers have the right to question 
ministers over matters strictly related to 
their jurisdictions and grilling procedures in 
parliament can only take place at least eight 
days after the motion is tabled in the House.

The spate of grilling and no-confidence 
motions against ministers highlights how 
questioning a minister in parliament has 
gone from being an effective democratic tool, 
designed to hold those in power accountable, 
to becoming a frivolous instrument that is 
mostly wielded to make political points.

LOCAL

Upcoming vote on debt law crucial to economy

Grillings galore as 
finance minister resigns

A new study on tobacco consumption 
in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states revealed that tobacco 

addiction among men in Kuwait was the 
highest in the region.

The newly published study by the 
National Program for Smoking Control 
showed not only were men in Kuwait more 
addicted to tobacco but that the total cost 

of tobacco usage in the country amounted 
to 1.45 percent of its Gross Domestic Product 
or around US$1.7 billion annually, which 
again was the highest among GCC states. 
Kuwait remains the outlier in the GCC in not 
enforcing a sales tax on tobacco products.

The study was prepared by Dr. Amal 
Jassim of the National Program for Smoking 
Control and a member of the Gulf Tobacco 
Committee. In a press statement to the 
media ahead of publishing the study on 
the economic cost of smoking in the Gulf 
countries, Dr. Jassim said that although 
the economic cost of smoking tobacco in 
the Gulf is relatively less than that seen 
in developed countries, there should be 
policies and programs in place aimed at 
tobacco control and thus achieve significant 
economic cost savings.

The scientific paper is considered the first 
of its kind published in the GCC, and will 
be followed by the publication of another 
paper on tobacco tax policies in the Gulf. 

The study will be updated every 3 years 
according to the plan approved by the Gulf 
Tobacco Committee.

The study, which started in 2017 included 
personnel from specialized sectors in each of 
the ministries of Finance, Trade and Industry, 
the Public Authority for Manpower and the 
General Administration of Customs, as well 
as the Central Administration for Statistics, 
in addition to the National Program for 
Smoking Control and the National Center for 
Health Information.

Dr. Jassim pointed out that the scientific 
paper dealt extensively with the economic 
cost of smoking tobacco in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries, and it was 
found that the total cost of smoking tobacco 
was estimated at about 1.25 percent of the 
total GDP in the GCC countries, which is 
equivalent to approximately $43 billion. 
Passive smoking accounted for 20 percent of 
this cost, while the age group most affected 
by smoking was found to be the middle-

aged male group, and the highest cost was 
related to respiratory diseases, diabetes and 
heart disease.

The study showed that 70.4 percent of 
smoking deaths are due to heart disease, 
followed by 14.2 percent from tumors, and 6 
percent from respiratory diseases. One of the 
striking results from the study is that type 2 
diabetes is the biggest cause of the cost of 
diseases resulting from smoking, which is 
exceptional for the six-nation GCC bloc due 
to wide spread of diabetes in the region with 
all five of the states with the exception of 
Oman being among the top ten countries in 
the world for high rates of diabetes.

Another important take-away from the 
study is that the age group of 30-34 years old 
suffered the most from the consequences 
of passive smoking compared with direct 
smoking, and this can be explained by the 
fact that this group was exposed at a younger 
age to secondhand smoke in childhood and 
have undergone negative health effects.

Tobacco addiction among men
in Kuwait highest in GCC
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The confrontation between China and 
the West is escalating almost daily. 
The conflict is about technology, 

trade, global market share, and supply 
chains, but also about fundamental 
values. Underpinning this economic and 
ideological competition is the goal of 
global predominance in the twenty-first 
century.

But why is the current escalation 
happening now? It is not as though 
the West suddenly had some epiphany 
about the implications of China’s rise. The 
fact that China is a Leninist one-party 
dictatorship is not news, and it did not stop 
Western countries, led by the United States, 
from steadily deepening their trade and 
economic ties with China since the 1970s.

Likewise, China’s leaders have long 
dismissed outside criticism of their human-
rights record and oppression of minorities. 
Rampant industrial espionage and theft 
of Western technology and intellectual 
property are other well-known problems 

that the West has more or less tolerated for 
decades in exchange for access to China’s 
vast market and low-cost labor. Western 
governments and investors remained 
sanguine even after the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre in Beijing. No sooner had 
the dust settled than Western businesses 
poured into the country like never before.

Through it all, Western leaders assumed 
that modernization and economic 
development would lead China eventually 
to adopt democracy, embrace human 
rights, and the rule of law. They were wrong. 
The Communist Party of China has evolved 
a novel hybrid development model 
consisting of a one-party dictatorship, 
a highly competitive economy, and a 
consumer society.

So far, this approach has been extremely 
successful. While political power has 
remained squarely in communist hands, 
almost everything else has been turned 
over to the forces of high-tech consumer 
capitalism. The Soviet Union could not have 
dreamed of such an innovation in political 
economy.

The results have been impressive and, in 
many ways, unprecedented. Hundreds of 
millions of people have escaped absolute 
poverty and joined an ascendant middle 
class. Just one generation ago, China was 
a technological and scientific backwater. 
Today, it is a global leader in many of the 
critical sectors that will define the twenty-
first century — digitalization, artificial 
intelligence, and quantum and super 
computers. With China now poised to leave 
the US behind in many of these domains, it 

is only a matter of time before it becomes 
the world’s leading economy across all the 
metrics that matter.

The reason why the Sino-American 
confrontation is escalating only now is 
relatively simple: the end is in sight for 
the West. Ever since the beginning of 
industrialization, the West has held an 
effective monopoly on global power. But 
now an Asian great power will soon bring 
an end to Western hegemony as we know it. 
This is not just about US President Donald 
Trump’s administration. The growing 
challenge to Western power will remain 
long after Trump is gone, and regardless of 
whether he is gone this November.

After all, while China has grown stronger, 
the leading Western power has become 
relatively weaker. The 2008 global financial 
crisis played a crucial role in altering both 
Chinese and global perceptions of the US 
model. Suddenly, the West’s vulnerabilities 
were laid bare for everyone to see. And 
now, the COVID-19 crisis is further exposing 
America’s weaknesses and domestic fault 
lines. The floundering US response to the 
pandemic will powerfully reinforce the global 
impression conveyed by the 2008 meltdown, 
as will its confused approach to China.

US policymakers have yet to reach a 

consensus on the role they would like to 
see China play internationally. Many in the 
US foreign-policy establishment want to 
prevent or delay China’s rise to economic 
and technological leadership. Yet it is too 
late for that. What would a containment 
strategy against a world-leading economy 
of 1.4 billion people even look like? It could 
not possibly succeed without inflicting 
serious damage on everyone else.

That said, it is equally clear that the Western 
strategy of adaptation, accommodation, and 
economic opportunism —  an approach that 
has often bordered on naiveté — cannot 
continue. So, what is to be done?

For starters, the West must shed its 
illusions about China — both those based 
on strategic ingenuousness and those 
grounded in the power politics of a bygone 
era. The West will have to find a way to 
live with China as it actually is. That means 
finding a path between kowtowing and 
confrontation, with Western values and 
interests serving as the guide.

For example, trade with China must 
continue, but under new conditions. China’s 
ascendency is forcing Western countries 
to pursue their own industrial policies. 
Crafting them will require deciding which 
technologies to share and which direct 
investments from China to accept.

The fundamental difference in values 
between the West and China will remain 
indefinitely, and it is here that the West 
must draw the line. 

Any concession that entails a sacrifice 
of fundamental principles, for example in 
cultural matters, must be rejected. If this 
values-based approach results in economic 
disadvantages, so be it. By the same token, 
the West should abandon the conceit that it 
can push, force, or cajole China to become a 
democracy wrought in its own image.

The shared values between Western 
countries necessarily should limit the scope 
of geopolitical cooperation with China, as 
will China’s expansionist behavior in its 
own neighborhood, especially in the South 
China Sea and regarding Taiwan. But on 
global issues such as climate change and 
pandemic prevention, cooperation will 
remain indispensable.

At the end of the day, the Sino-Western 
confrontation is about fundamental values 
that must not be negotiated away. To 
preserve its own interests and peaceful 
coexistence in the twenty-first century, the 
West will have to acknowledge and defend 
the genuine sources of its staying power.

VIEWPOINT
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End of Western Opportunism
JOSCHKA FISCHER
A former German Foreign Minister 
and Vice Chancellor from 1998-2005. 
He entered electoral politics after 
participating in the anti-establishment 
protests of the 1960s and 1970s, 
and played a key role in founding 
Germany’s Green Party, which he led 
for almost two decades.

For the past 50 years, the 
West has clung to the hope 
that modernization would 
automatically transform 
China into a capitalist 

liberal democracy. But now, 
the implications of China’s 
ascendancy have become 

disturbingly clear.
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We write to call for urgent action 
to address the global education 
emergency triggered by COVID-19. 

With more than one billion children still out 
of school because of the lockdown, there is 
a real and present danger that the public-
health crisis will create a COVID generation 
who loses out on schooling and whose 
opportunities are permanently damaged. 
While the more fortunate have had access 
to alternatives, the world’s poorest children 
have been locked out of learning and denied 
Internet access. And with the loss of free 
school meals — once a lifeline for nearly 400 
million boys and girls — hunger has grown.

An immediate concern as we bring 
the lockdown to an end is the fate of an 
estimated 30 million children who, according 
to UNESCO, may never return to school. For 
these, the world’s least-advantaged children, 
education is often the only escape from 
poverty — a route that is in danger of closing.

Many of these children are adolescent 

girls for whom being in school is the best 
defense against forced marriage and the 
best hope for expanded opportunities. 
Many more are young children who 
risk being forced into exploitative and 
dangerous labor. And because education is 
linked to progress in virtually every area of 
human development — from child survival 
to maternal health, gender equality, job 
creation, and inclusive economic growth — 
the education emergency will undermine 
the prospects for achieving the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
potentially set back progress on gender 
equity by years. According to the World 
Bank, the long-term economic cost of lost 
schooling could be as much as US$10 trillion.

We cannot stand by and allow these 

young people to be robbed of their 
education and a fair chance in life. Instead, 
we should be redoubling our efforts to 
get all children into school, including the 
260 million already out of school and the 
75 million children affected by protracted 
conflicts and forced displacement, among 
whom are 35 million refugees or internally 
displaced people. We should provide them 
with the comprehensive help they need and 
make it possible for young people to start 
or resume their studies in school, as well as 
further and higher education.

There is a longer-term challenge. Even 
before COVID-19, the world faced a learning 
crisis. Over half of the children in developing 
countries suffer from “learning poverty” and 
even at age 11 have little or no basic literacy 
and numeracy skills. As a result, 800 million 
of today’s young people leave education 
with no qualifications whatsoever. If we are 
to avoid this, the millions of children who are 
now preparing to return to school, having 
lost over a half-year of education, need their 
governments to invest in catch-up programs 
and proper learning assessment. 

Resources are now urgently needed to 
get young people back into education and 
enable them to catch up. What is more, we 
should rebuild better: more support for 
online learning, personalized learning, and 
teacher training; conditional cash transfers 
for poor families; and safer schools that meet 
distancing rules. This should build on the 
enormous community effort that has been 
displayed during the pandemic and the 
coalition of global organizations that have 
now joined forces in the Save our Future 
initiative, launched on August 4.

Yet at the very time we need extra 
resources, education funding is in danger 
on three fronts:

As slower or negative growth undermines 
tax revenues, less money may be available 
in almost every country for public services, 
including education.

When allocating limited funds, some 
governments may leave education crowded 
out and underfunded as they prioritize 
expenditure on health and economic 
recovery. Intensifying fiscal pressure in 
developed countries will result in reductions 
in international development aid, including 
aid for education, which has already been 
losing out to other priorities in the allocation 
of bilateral and multilateral aid. There 
is also a danger that multilateral donors, 
who already under-invest in education, 
will reallocate funds. The World Bank now 
estimates that, over the next year, overall 
education spending in low and middle-
income countries could be $100-150 billion 
lower than previously planned.

This funding crisis will not resolve itself.
We call on the G20, the International 

Monetary Fund, the World Bank and regional 
development banks, and all countries to 
recognize the scale of the crisis and support 
initiatives to enable catching up and to 
resume progress toward SDG4.

First, every country should pledge to 
protect front-line education spending, 
prioritizing the needs of the most 
disadvantaged children through conditional 
and unconditional cash transfers to promote 
school participation, where possible.

Second, the international community 
must increase aid for education, focusing 
on the most vulnerable, including the poor, 
girls, children in conflict situations, and 
the disabled. The quickest way to free up 
resources for education is through debt 
relief. The 76 poorest countries have to pay 
$86 billion in debt-service costs over the 
next two years. 

We call for debt suspension, with a 
requirement that the money for debt 
servicing be reallocated to education and 
other priority investments for children.

Third, the IMF should issue $1.2 trillion in 
Special Drawing Rights (its global reserve 
asset) and its membership should agree 

to channel these resources toward the 
countries that need them most, creating a 
platform for recovery.

And fourth, the World Bank should 
unlock more support for low-income 
countries through a supplementary 
International Development Association 
budget, and — following the lead of the 
United Kingdom and the Netherlands, which 
have now pledged $650 million to the new 
International Finance Facility for Education 
to help unlock billions in extra finance for 
education in lower-middle-income countries 

— invite additional guarantees and grants 
from donors. This is in addition to the 
replenishment over the next two years of 
the Global Partnership for Education, scaled-
up investment in Education Cannot Wait, 
and continued support for the UN agencies 
focused on education and children (led 
by UNESCO and UNICEF). We also call on 
private-sector corporations and foundations 
to make support for global education a 
greater priority

Sustainable human development can only 
be built on a foundation of quality education. 
While the challenges are momentous, the 
impact of the crisis on children has made 
us even more determined to realize the 
ambition contained in SDG4, that ours can 
be the first generation in history in which 
every child is in school and has the chance 
to develop their potential to the fullest. 
Now is the time for national governments 
and the international community to come 
together to give children and young people 
the opportunities they deserve and to which 
they are entitled.

[The letter is co-signed by nearly 300 
eminent global personalities, including 

former UN Secretary-General Ban ki-Moon, 
former presidents and prime ministers, 
heads of global and regional agencies, 

civil-society organizations and economists 
among others.]
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COVID-19 pandemic is 
derailing educational 

opportunities for millions 
of the world’s poorest and 
most vulnerable children. 

If governments and 
multilateral organizations do 
not intervene immediately, 
the damage done today will 
be felt for decades to come.
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Electronics drawn on 
skin acts as health monitor

Researchers at the University of Houston in the 
United States, have developed a new form 
of electronics they termed as ‘drawn-on-skin 

electronics’ that allows for the drawing of multifunctional 
sensors and circuits on the skin with a special ink pen.

The sensors  would enable doctors and other health 
providers to gather more precise 
health data, unlike the wearable 
devices currently available where 
the data is impaired by the motion 
of the wearer.

This level of imprecision in 
most wearable devices may not be 
important when say your FitBit or 
other devices record 4,000 steps 
instead of the 4,200 you took. But in 
sensors that record more critical data, 
such as heart function, temperature or other vital physical 
signals, any slight deviation from the accurate figure could 
mislead medical diagnostics and treatment.

Advantage of the new drawn-on-skin electronics is 
that it is able to accurately record data irrespective of 
movements by the wearer. The manufacture of the new 
device also uses a simple fabrication technique without 

the need for any dedicated equipment. In addition, the 
electronic materials used as the ‘ink’ are simply drawn on 
the skin, much as you would use a pen to draw on paper, 
and dries on the skin just as fast. 

The drawn-on-skin electronics can also be customized 
to collect different types of information, and is expected 

to be especially useful in situations 
where it is not possible to access 
sophisticated equipment, such as in 
emergency outdoor situations or out 
in the battlefield.

Wearable bioelectronics, such 
as skin patches, have become an 
important way to monitor, prevent 
and treat illness and injury by tracking 
physiological information from the 
wearer. But even the most flexible 

wearables are limited by motion artifacts, or the difficulty 
that arises in collecting data when the sensor does not 
move precisely with the skin.

The electronics are able to track muscle signals, heart 
rate, temperature and skin hydration, among other 
physical data, said the researchers, who also claimed that 
it accelerated the skin’s ability to heal wounds.

Study supports 
loss of ice in Arctic
Sea by 2035

The Arctic Sea could be 
completely free of ice by 

2035 says a team of international 
researchers whose study was 
enabled by the United Kingdom 
Met Office’s Hadley Center. 

The researchers compared 
today’s temperature with the high 
temperatures in the Arctic during 
the last interglacial — the relatively 
warm period that exists between 
two glacial periods within an ice age 
— that occurred around 127,000 
years ago. The high temperatures 
that occur during the interglacial 
have puzzled scientists for decades.

Using the Hadley Centre’s climate 
model, which is one of the most 
advanced physical representations 
of Earth’s climate and a critical 
tool for climate research. The tool 
incorporates sea-ice and melt ponds 
— shallow pools of water that form 
on the surface of Arctic sea -ice 
during spring and early summer. 
These ‘melt ponds’ are critical to 
how much sunlight is absorbed by 
the ice and how much is reflected 
back to space. 

Using the climate model to look 
at the Arctic sea- ice during the 

last interglacial, the researchers 
concluded that intense springtime 
sunshine during that period 
created many melt ponds that 
played a crucial role in sea-ice 
melt. A simulation of the future 
using the same model indicates 
that the Arctic may become sea 
ice-free by 2035. The research 
findings are important to help 
predict future sea-ice changes and 
assist in mitigating its potential 
repercussions.

Climate scientists welcomed 
the new study and said it allowed 
them to see for the first time how 
the Arctic became free of sea-ice  
during the last interglacial. “ This 
new study along with advances 
in climate modelling allow us to 
create a more accurate simulation 
of the Earth’s past climate, which, 
in turn gives us greater confidence 
in model predictions for the future,” 
said one scientist who was not 
associated with the study

He added, “We know the Arctic is 
undergoing significant changes as 
our planet warms. By understanding 
what happened during Earth’s last 
warm period we are in a better 
position to understand what will 
happen in the future. The prospect 
of loss of sea-ice by 2035 should 
really be focussing all our minds on 
achieving a low-carbon world as 
soon as humanly feas

CRISPR trials
in humans
When it was unveiled in 2012, people 
had great hopes that the gene editor 
CRISPR/Cas9 could treat or even cure 
hundreds to thousands of genetic 
diseases.It has been found to be 
faster, cheaper, more accurate, and 
more efficient than other existing 
genome editing methods. CRISPR’s 
rise as a potential medical tool 
happened in a relatively short time 
due to its application in human 
health care, medical research, 
agriculture and chemical processing. 

The early hopes that people 
vested in CRISPR’s ability to treat 
many human diseases could be 

realized sooner rather than later, if 
the first tests on humans that began 
earlier this year at the University 
of Pennsylvania in the US proves 
successful.

These first clinical trials are testing 
CRISPR/Cas9’s safety and efficacy 
against cancer, blood disorders and 
one form of inherited blindness, 
in people who already have the 
diseases. Unlike the editing of human 
embryos that stirred up controversy 
in 2018, the genetic changes 
introduced in these trials would not 
be inherited by future generations.

These first tests in people are 
a bellwether for CRISPR’s future. 
Patients will benefit only if companies 
continue to invest in the technology, 
and companies will put in their 
money only if the early clinical trials 
prove successful.

CRISPR/Cas9 is basically a 
defence mechanism that bacteria 
have developed against viruses. 
Scientists hacked into this system and 
repurposed it to enable the making of 
precise changes to human and animal 
DNA. A ‘guide RNA’ tows the DNA-
cutting enzyme Cas9 to specific genes, 
where it slices through the DNA.
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Africa is becoming a new COVID-19 
epicenter. In the recent weeks, 
South Africa reported a 60 percent 

increase in natural deaths, suggesting a 
higher COVID death toll than reported. And 
the World Health Organization recently 
warned that cases are proliferating across 
Sub-Saharan Africa, including my country, 
The Gambia. Unless the European Union 
urgently rethinks its protectionist trade 
policies, beginning with the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP), a sharp uptick in 
food insecurity will turn the COVID-19 crisis 
into a catastrophe.

The CAP subsidizes European farmers 
to the tune of €42 billion (US$50 billion) 
annually, thereby giving them an unfair 
advantage in foreign markets, such as Africa. 
As a report released by the NGO network 
Coordination SUD last year showed, such 
subsidies, together with the abolition of 
market-regulation mechanisms (such as milk 
quotas), have strengthened EU producers’ 
ability to export agricultural products at low 
prices to markets in the Global South.

Such policies distort markets, destabilize 
developing-country economies, and 
destroy livelihoods. For example, the CAP 
has devastated agricultural production 
in West Africa, particularly for wheat and 
milk powder. And the problem extends 
far beyond Africa: local industry and 
agriculture in Caribbean and Pacific 
countries have been undermined as well.

The EU’s protectionist policies mean 

that developing-country farmers, who 
have access to significantly less support, 
cannot compete with European imports. 
In fact, though 60 percent of Sub-Saharan 
Africans are smallholder farmers, a 
staggering 80 percent of local food needs 
are met by imports. EU subsidies to its own 
farmers, along with what the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization describes as 

“unfair trade agreements,” have enabled 
EU farmers to undersell African farmers 
dramatically. This protectionist stifling 
of local producers partly explains why, 
even before the pandemic, half of Africa’s 
population faced food insecurity.

Last month, there was a glimmer of 
hope that the EU was finally rethinking the 
CAP, at least within Europe. One proposal 
that was put forward focused on helping 
small farmers in Europe by expanding 
community-supported agricultural (CSA) 
schemes, which directly connect farmers 
to consumers. Proposed reforms also 
reflected criticisms of industrial animal 
farming and trade in livestock over long 
distances — practices that facilitate the 
emergence and spread of viral infections 
similar to COVID-19.

But this approach once again remains 
inherently detrimental to African producers, 
who would continue to be subject to EU 
protectionism in the guise of ‘free trade’. It is 

precisely in regions like West Africa, where 
a large number of smallholder farmers are 
currently being crowded out of the market 
by protectionist policies, that CSA schemes 
would be particularly valuable.

What is needed from the EU is a fairer, 
more holistic approach that accounts for 
the effects of its policies on African farmers. 
In the meantime, European policymakers 
have shelved the proposals until at least the 
end of 2022, owing to the pandemic.

Making matters worse, to increase its 
own crisis stockpiles, the EU is preparing 
to limit food exports. This could directly 
constrain Africa’s food supply without 
supporting African farmers, compounding 
disruptions to global food-supply chains, 
while placing additional pressure on 
smallholder farmers.

The CAP is not the only EU policy 
that is devastating developing-country 
agriculture. Its 2019 ban on palm-oil imports, 
ostensibly implemented to prevent 
deforestation, is similarly misguided.

A blanket ban on palm oil — a common 
food product also used in biofuels — may 
simply shift demand to less efficient, more 
land-intensive agricultural products, such 
as sunflower and rapeseed oil, resulting 
in even higher rates of deforestation and 
greater environmental strain. (Some policy 
experts believe that this is the point: 

despite the guise of environmentalism, the 
ban is fundamentally a protectionist effort 
aimed at boosting the EU’s own oilseed 
industries.)

Whatever the motivation, there is 
no doubt that the ban devastates the 
livelihoods of smallholder farmers, who 
comprise 50 percent of palm-oil producers. 
Add to that the decline in overall demand 
caused by the COVID-19 crisis, and 
smallholder farmers in Malaysia — one of 
the world’s largest palm-oil producers — 
are facing a veritable ‘survival crisis’, despite 
the tremendous progress the country has 
made in ensuring sustainable production.

Again, there is some evidence that the EU 
is rethinking its approach. But the needed 
changes are far from guaranteed.

As the COVID-19 crisis escalates in Africa, 
the economic, social, and, eventually, 
political fallout will be significant. The 
harmful effects of poorly conceived policies 
and practices will intensify and multiply. 
And, in lieu of strong action, millions of 
people will go hungry.

If the EU really wants to help Africa, 
during the pandemic and beyond, it must 
urgently reform its trade policies to ensure 
a level playing field and enhance food 
security. We are all in this crisis together. We 
in West Africa hope that we will not be left 
alone in addressing it.

EU Is Fueling Hunger in Africa
MUHAMMED MAGASSY
Executive Director of the Magassy 
Foundation for Relevant Easy Adult 
Literacy, and a member of The Gambia’s 
National Assembly and the Economic 
Community of West African States’ 
parliament.

Africa is becoming a new 
COVID-19 epicenter. 
Unless the European 

Union urgently rethinks 
its protectionist trade 

policies, a sharp uptick in 
food insecurity will turn 
the COVID-19 crisis into 

a catastrophe.
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Coronavirus pandemic helps tech stocks rise
Seven months into the COVID-19 

pandemic that has infected over 
24 million people and claimed the 

lives of more than 84,000 people around 
the world. The virus has also played havoc 
with the global economy and decimated 
many businesses worldwide. But even in 
the midst of this bleak scenario, several big 
tech companies appear to have remained 
unscatched and some have made whooping 
gains in market value.

Apple Incorporated, which has seen 
its market value rising in recent months, 
has now become the world’s first publicly-
traded company to breach the US$2 trillion ( 
2 followed by 12 zeroes). Closely following in 

Apple’s footsteps are two other tech giants, 
Microsoft and Amazon, currently valued at 
$1.63 trillion and $1.65 trillion respectively.

A major reason why these tech firms 
are sizzling at record-breaking valuations 
in the midst of a global epidemic, while 
many others are struggling to cope with the 
outbreak, could boil down to their relevance 
to the pandemic induced trend of remote 
work and learning.

After having crossed the $1 trillion mark 
in 2018, Apple had remained seesawing 
at that dollar mark for a while. Even as 
recently as March of this year, with the 
pandemic beginning to spread worldwide, 
shares in Apple tumbled below the trillion-

mark. However, since then, Apple shares 
have been on an upward trajectory, as the 
coronavirus impact ravaged economies 
and changed purchasing behaviors. It took 
Apple less than 22 weeks to breach its two-
trillion dollar valuation.

It bears emphasizing that Apple crossed 
its two-trillion-dollar milestone despite 
launching generally lackluster products in 
recent years and not introducing updates 
to its products such as its iPhones, laptops, 
smartwatches, and other computers and 
devices for nearly two years. But what 
Apple did right in the meantime is launch its 
streaming platform, Apple TV+ in November 
of 2019. Since then the company has raked 
up over 33 million users for this service, in 
the US alone. 

Amazon, as the world’s largest online 
retail shop, has also been hugely successful 
since the start of lockdowns and curfews 
that confined much of the global population 
behind closed doors and forced them to 
make many of their purchases online.

Microsoft too has been adapting its 
services to fit the needs of people and 
businesses during the pandemic. For 
instance, in mid-March, the Department 
of Health in the US state of Washington 
approached Microsoft about expanding a 
cloud-based Hospital Emergency Response 

Solution powered by Microsoft’s cloud 
computing service, Azure. 

Developed at the request of healthcare 
providers seeing the first surge of patients, 
Microsoft complied with the request, which 
allowed hospitals in the State to better 
track COVID-19 cases, enabling clinicians 
to treat those patients more effectively, 
and allowing medical authorities to source 
critical equipment and supplies that were 
becoming hard to find around the globe.

According to analysts, with schools and 
colleges increasingly turning to online 
learning and many businesses asking 
employees to work from home, and retailers 
advertising and selling their products online, 
tech companies that adapt their products 
and services to the new norm could see 
further growth in the period ahead.  

New safe folder in
‘Files by Google’  

Files by Google app provides Android users 
with an easy way to manage files and 

free up space on their phones. Google has 
now added a security element to its ‘Files by 
Google’ app by allowing the creation of a four-
digit PIN protected ‘Safe Folder’ in the app.

After setting up a four-digit PIN, you can 
store any of your sensitive files in this encrypted 
folder. The folder is locked the moment you 
switch away to another app, and its contents 
are only accessible through Files by Google.

According to Google, the feature is mainly 
designed to help people who share Android 
devices, which it says is common for many 

people in many parts of the world. Safe Folders 
keep important files like identity documents 
safe and secure from accidental deletion or 
sharing by kids. It could also help anyone who 
wants to keep any ‘sensitive photos’ private 
and away from prying eyes.

However, it bears mentioning that 
transferring a file into your secure folder means 
it disappears from other file browsers and 
gallery apps, so you need to make sure that 
you do not forget your PIN and ensure that you 
do not delete or uninstall the Files app or clear 
its app data as this could mean losing all your 
private files.

Last year, Microsoft added a similar 
secure folder to OneDrive called ‘Personal 
Vault’. Along with PIN protection, you can 
also secure files in your Personal Vault using 
biometric security like fingerprint or facial 
authentication, or a two-factor authentication 
(2FA) code. Microsoft’s implementation also 
lets you protect documents in the cloud, while 
Google’s is on-device only, so if you delete the 
app your data is lost forever.

Google has begun rolling out the Safe 
Folder feature in the beta version recently and 
it will begin appearing in version 1.0.323 of the 
Files by Google app. Google says the app now 
boasts over 150 million monthly active users 
worldwide.

Wind and solar 
energy is steadily 
replacing coal
In its latest report on the world’s renewable 

energy state, the climate-focused think-tank 
Ember said that solar and wind power as a share 
of global electricity has doubled since 2015. 
These two forms of renewable energy now 
make up about a tenth of the global power mix, 
edging close to the same amount of energy 
generated by nuclear power plants.

Solar and wind power are slowly but steadily 
replacing fossil-fuel based energy generation 
though they still have a long way to go. The 
report by Ember showed that coal generation 
dropped a record-breaking 8.3 percent in the 
first half of 2020, compared to the same period 
in 2019, with wind and solar contributing to 30 
percent of that drop in coal power generation.

The report, which analyzed the power mix 
in 48 countries that represented 83 percent of 
the global electricity production, noted that 
countries across the world were now on the 
same path of building wind turbines and solar 
panels to replace electricity from coal and gas-
fired power plants.

The UK and EU are in the lead when it comes 
to how much of their electricity is powered by 
wind and solar. It now accounts for 42 percent 
of the power mix in Germany, 33 percent in the 
UK, and 21 percent across the EU. These figures 
for renewable energy are way ahead of the top-
three carbon polluters in the world — China, 
the US, and India.

Wind and solar powered only about a tenth 
of electricity in China and India, with the former 
being now responsible for more than half of all 
the world’s coal power generation. The US gets 
12 percent of its power from wind and solar. 
Renewables and nuclear are together set to 
surpass coal as a share of the US electricity mix 
by the end of this year. 




