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Barely 100 hours after it 
began in the early hours of 
24 February, 1991, Operation 

Desert Storm, the ground offensive 
by coalition forces against Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait, came to an end. 

Though there were a few pockets of 
resistance, the US-led coalition met 
with very little, if any, opposition 
as they swept through Kuwait and 
penetrated deep into Iraq.

Saddam Hussein had promised 
the “mother of all battles” against 
any army that attempted to retake 
Kuwait; but what was delivered 
was the sight of thousands of Iraqi 
soldiers stationed in and around 

Kuwait surrendering  en masse to the 
coalition forces, with some remnants 
of his rag-tag army scurrying back to 
Iraq in whatever vehicles they could 
commandeer.  Shortly after news of 

the resounding victory of the coalition 
forces, the then US President George 
H.W. Bush declared that Kuwait, 
invaded by Iraq on August 2, was 
liberated, that Iraq had been defeated, 
and that the allies’ objectives had been 
met. “Seven months ago, we drew a 
line in the sand,” said the president. 
“We said that aggression would not 
stand. America and the world have 
kept its word.”  

It was a little over 100 years ago 
that the US-based Arabian Mission 
of the Reformed Church arrived in 
Kuwait to build the first hospital in 
the country and to start the legacy of 
relations between the United States 
and Kuwait. Shortly after it opened 
in 1911, the hospital appointed Dr. 
Eleanor Calverley to look after the 
health of women. As the first lady 
physician in the country, Dr. Calverley 
was a welcome relief to many women 
patients in the country who were 
reluctant to be examined by male 
doctors. Though initially there were 
some who viewed the American 

Continued on Page 4

Kuwait - 25 years on from Liberation

The French Institute along with 
the French Embassy and French 

Research Center in Kuwait held a 
discussion on the topic, Free Kuwait, 
25 years later’. Several scholars 
and invitees attended the open 
discussion and exchanged their 

viewpoints on the aftereffects of the 
invasion as well as the impacts.

Among the speakers were, 
Mohammed Al Fili, professor of Law, 
Kuwait University, Dr. Mohammed 
Al Wahab, Professor of Philosophy, 

Continued on Page 2

Kuwaitis must learn 
to deal with the past
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Kuwait University, Dr. Faisal Al 
Fuhaid, Founder Cross Cultural 
Diwaniya, Dr. Michel Mouton, 
Director of French Research Center 
in Kuwait.

The speakers discussed how 
Kuwait has been affected by the 
invasion and how the country has 
coped since. In fact the invasion 
brought about increased unity 
among the people of Kuwait 
and increased nationalism in the 

country, they said.
The general consensus was that 

Kuwaitis should deal with their 
problems and situations and not try 
to live in denial of their past. Even 
though the invasion was a black dot 
in the history of Kuwait the future 
holds promise and optimism.

Dr. Fuhaid stated that he held 
the Diwaniya to see things from 
different angles and to get different 
opinions from all perspectives and 
to see ways to make Kuwait united 
in the development of the youth.

Kuwaitis must learn 
to deal with the past

French Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Christian 
Nakhle addressed an exclusive gathering 

of invitees on the occasion of the visit by the 

French Frigate Aquitaine to Kuwait. Ambassador 
Nakhle praised the extremely friendly relations 
between the two countries and also extended 

congratulations to Kuwait on the occasion of 
the 55th National Day and 25th Liberation Day. 

Ambassador also pointed to the French role 

in the liberation of Kuwait and expressed whole 
hearted support to the Kuwaiti people on this 
occasion.

French warship docks in Kuwait 
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An achievement we are proud of, but not 
content. For over 63 years of operations at 
Kuwait, we have dedicated ourselves to serve our 
customers. We thank our customers and 
associates for their continuous trust and support. 
On this great day we rea�rm our dedication and 
commitment to serve better. 

Kuwait reviving the Arab scientific ethos
The scientific heritage of the Arab world traces its origins to the eighth-century when Arab scholars began to draw inspiration from 
scientific knowledge accumulated by earlier civilizations. Translating, preserving and building upon concepts derived from Greek 
texts, as well as from Persian and Indian sources, these scholars soon developed and expanded their own corpus of knowledge in 

various subjects, including in the fields of mathematics, astronomy and medicine. 

For the next four centuries, Arab scholars 
were at the forefront of scientific advances 
making phenomenal breakthroughs 

in many fields of science. For instance, the 
brilliant ninth-century Baghdad mathematician 
Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi invented 
algebra. He also solved linear and quadratic 
equations using algorithms — a term that is 
derived from his surname and is a fitting tribute to 
al-Khwarizmi’s contribution to mathematics. 

Abu al-Qasim al-Zahrawi, a 10th-century 
surgeon in Córdoba, composed Al-Tasrif, a 
30-chapter medical encyclopedia describing 
dozens of operations, complete with graphic 
illustrations of surgical instruments, including 
scalpels, cauterizing tools, feeding tubes and 
cupping glasses.

In the 11th-century physicist Alhasan ibn al-
Haitham, or Alhazen as he was known in the West, 
reversed the false Greek notion that light emitted 
from the eye. He correctly asserted that light rays 
travel in the opposite direction, reflecting off the 

surface of objects to enter the eye. 
These and other discoveries amassed by 

Arab scholars during that period formed a 
vast trove of knowledge that was over time 
used as reference by researchers in other 
countries. In fact, Arabic manuscripts and 
scientific learning had a significant impact in 
creating greater scientific awareness and in 
promoting intellectual thought across Europe, 
as the continent transitioned from the generally 
regressive Medieval Era to a more progressive 
Renaissance period.

Kuwait’s scientific ethos: With such a rich 
scientific heritage among Arabs it is no surprise 
that, since its independence in 1961, Kuwait 
too placed great emphasis on education 
and scientific learning. In the seventies and 
eighties, Kuwait was recognized regionally and 
internationally as a center for scientific studies 
and research. The country was among the 
first to launch a range of renewable projects, 
including a one-megawatt solar power station 
and a solar-powered desalination plant.  

While the country’s early pursuit of 
knowledge and promotion of science were 
commendable, like most other things it too 
suffered as a consequence of the invasion in 
1990, and never fully recovered until quite 
recently.  The number of scholars in Kuwait 
undertaking basic research, applied research 
and experimental development, as well as their 
publications in scientific journals decreased 
significantly from their highs in the eighties.

According to statistics from the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), in 2011, Kuwait’s 
current and capital expenditures on research 
and development was  a mere 0.09 percent 
of GDP. This included all the creative work 

undertaken systematically to increase 
knowledge of humanity, culture, science and 
society. This meager spending earned Kuwait the 
112th rank among 131 nations listed by UNESCO; 
just below the small African nation of Burundi, 
which used 0.11 percent of its GDP on research 
and development. 

However, in recent years, the desire to 
promote scientific learning and participate in 
more research and development has gained 
prominence. It is in this context that we look 
at the role of some of the major scientific 
institutions in the country.

Kuwait Foundation for 
Advancement of Sciences

The Kuwait Foundation for Advancement of 
Sciences (KFAS) was established in 1976 through 
an Amiri degree promulgated by the late Amir 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The 
Foundation was set up as a private, non-profit 
organization to support the late Amir’s long-
term vision of advancing the state of science, 
technology and innovation (STI) in the country.

The organization is fully funded from one-
percent of the net profit of Kuwaiti Shareholding 
Companies and from its own long-term 
investment strategy. 

The Foundation is basically a funding agency 
whose main focus is to promote STI in Kuwait 
and the Arab world through encouraging 
scientific activities from kindergarten to 
universities; by translating and publishing 
technical books and awarding several annual 
prizes in acknowledgement of scientific 
achievements. KFAS also funds research grants 
for local research institutions primarily Kuwait 
University and the country’s leading research 
center, the Kuwait Institute for Scientific 
Research (KISR).  
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Over the years, the organization 
has also successfully established 
four distinguished research and 
educational centers that serve as 
important and visible achievements 
of KFAS, namely The Scientific Center 
Kuwait (TSCK), the Dasman Diabetes 
Institute (DDI), Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Center for Giftedness and Creativity 
and the Jaber Al-Ahmad Center for 
Nuclear Medicine and Molecular 
Imaging.

Further achievements include 
collaboration with renowned 
international research and academic 
institutions, including Harvard 
University, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Oxford 
University, Sciences Po and the 
London School of Economics and 
Political Science, as well as, most 
recently, with the internationally 

renowned American Association for 
the Advancement of Science (AAAS), 
the world’s largest general scientific 
society and publisher of the Science 
family of journals.  

“KFAS has done a lot but there 
was a general perception that it has 
not done enough,” says the current 
Director-General of KFAS, Dr. Adnan 
A. Shihab-Eldin. As part of its new 
strategy that was implemented in 
2012, the Foundation has now placed 
greater focus on human capital 
development, through training 
grants as well as advanced executive 
programs. 

In this regard, KFAS held in 
January 2016 a follow on workshop in 
collaboration with Harvard University 
on ‘Decision-making strategies under 
risk and uncertainty’. The event 
was part of a series of executive 
training workshops in partnership 
with Harvard, a collaboration that 
has started 15 years ago. The overall 
number of participants since the 
launch of this international program 
is 515 participants from both the 
private and public sectors.

These academic collaborations 
form part of the strategic approach 
by the Foundation to enrich its 
expertise, scientific innovations 
and education for the service of the 
Kuwaiti community and humanity, 
as well as to engage national human 
resources in building a strong 
research culture, knowledge-based 

economy and sustainable future for 
the State of Kuwait.

Dasman Diabetes Institute
Inaugurated in 2006 by the 

Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the 
Dasman Daibetes Institute (DDI) was 
set up with the goal of preventing, 
controlling and mitigating the impact 
of diabetes and related conditions 
in Kuwait. Since its establishment, 
the DDI has through its effective 
programs of research, training, 
education and health promotion, 
helped improve the quality of life 
among the population.

As one of the leading 
comprehensive research and 
treatment facilities for diabetes the 
DDI contributes to the improvement 
of health of future generations. 
Research conducted at the institute 
helps find better treatment 
modalities and possible solutions to 
slow down the spread of diabetes in 
Kuwait and the region. In addition, 
by spreading awareness about 
diabetes within the community, the 
institute encourages early diagnosis 
or prevention of the disease and 
imparts specialized training to health 
professionals treating people with 
diabetes. 

The Institute partners and 
collaborates with prestigious 
international organizations in the 
health field, including with Harvard 
Medical School affiliates, the Forsyth 
Institute, the International Center 
for Migration and Health, Cambridge 
University, as well as locally through 
open, interactive collaboration 
with the Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Science, the Ministry 
of Health and the Faculties of Health 
Sciences at Kuwait University. 

The DDI provides a wide range 
of clinical expertise, providing 
patients with a holistic approach to 
their medical condition. Between 
4000-5000 patients are registered 
at the Institute, and approximately 
30 specialties are currently offered 
at the institute. Researchers and 
physicians at DDI are engaged in 
over 50 research projects in various 
disciplines. 

The Educational activities of 
DDI focus on patient education, 
as well as initiatives for healthcare 
professionals, medical students and 
an outreach program that targets 
youth. Meanwhile, the Department 
of Nutrition at DDI is involved in 
several clinical activities, including 
establishing a pediatric obesity 
clinic to support the new demand 
in training adult and pediatric 
insulin pump patients, as well as 
being an active partner in new adult 
clinical programs. Additionally, the 
department continues to provide 
nutrition education and training to 
school teachers from the Ministry of 
Education

As one of the leading 
comprehensive research 
and treatment facilities 
for diabetes the DDI 
contributes to the 
improvement of health of 
future generations. 

Kuwait Foundation for Advancement of Sciences
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Folklore: Kuwait’s cultural identity 
is based to a certain extent on the 
country’s ancient folklore, which 
in turn is a broad-ranging mosaic 
of emblematic land and sea tales, 
riddles, and proverbs. In 1956, the 
Folklore Preservation Center was 
established in an attempt to collect, 
record, and classify Kuwaiti folklore, 
as a way of assuring that this piece of 
Kuwait’s historical culture will forever 
be maintained and hold a prominent 
place in the traditions of today.

National Council for Culture, Arts, 
and Letters: In 1974, the NCCAL was 
founded as the country’s first real, 
definitive organization for cultural 
planning, with the task of promoting, 
developing and enriching intellectual 
and artistic production.  The council 
provides a suitable environment 
for the enhancement of arts within 

Kuwait, and is responsible for 
disseminating news and information 
about the fine arts, as well as for 
the preservation and study of the 
country’s national heritage.  

Museums: Kuwait has about 50 
different locations where the arts and 
antiquities are housed and preserved. 
The most prominent of these is the 
Kuwait National Museum which began 
functioning way back in 1957. The 
new National Museum, established 
in 1983, is in an iconic building along 
the seafront and houses much of 
the country’s antiquities, and also 
exhibits collections of different 
forms of contemporary art. Besides 

having a lecture hall and library, 
it also provides the public with a 
sophisticated planetarium, with old 
and modern astronomical devices, 
maps, and manuscripts.  

Also, the Dar Al-Athar Al-
Islamiyyah (The Museum of Islamic 
Arts) has a collection of more than 
20,000 items of rare Islamic works, 
dating back twelve centuries to the 
rise of Islam.  It contains a specialized 
library of several thousand books in 
different languages on Islamic history 
and heritage. 

Theater: Kuwaiti drama troupes have 
won numerous prizes and awards all 
over the world, and several theatrical 
companies exist throughout the 
country.  Some examples of these are 
the Gulf Theater, the Popular Theater, 
and the Kuwaiti Theater.  In 1973, the 
Ministry of Information established 

the Higher Institute for Theatrical 
Arts to prepare future artists in the 
field of theatrical arts and ethics, and 
to promote widespread theatrical 
awareness and appreciation.

The Formative Arts: Kuwait has 
received international recognition 
for its formative arts and has also 
established its own Society for 
Formative Arts.  Several Kuwaiti 
artists have held exhibitions of 
their work both locally and abroad. 
The State has made an attempt to 
patronize the arts by designating ten 
thousand Kuwaiti Dinars annually 
for the selection and purchase of 
paintings by Kuwaiti artists.

A glimpse into
Kuwait Culture

For a country of such small size, Kuwait boasts a very broad and rich cultural heritage that traces its origins 
to centuries-old traditions. With strong pride in their tradition and culture, Kuwait has made special efforts 
to retain many of its historical artifacts and antiques, while also promoting modern cultural endeavors. 
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Music and dance: As a trading and 
pearling center, Kuwait attracted 
foreigners who left their music with 
the inhabitants, while the Kuwaiti 
traders brought back music from 
East Africa and India.  Ardah dance, 
traditional dance involving the use 

and skill of the sword, accompanied 
by the rhythm of drums and poetry 
reading is very famous.  The Samri, 
Khamari, and Tanboura are all 
dances and traditions that are 
performed at family and social 
gatherings, and weddings.

Architecture: Kuwaiti culture 
embodies a variety of different 
modes of art and expression, 
one of them being in the 
country’s architecture. The main 
characteristic feature of this 
architecture is the same quality 
that can be used to describe 
almost all aspects of Kuwaiti life 
and culture: it is a mix of old and 
new, traditional and modern, 
modest and extravagant.  Few 
houses and buildings remain 
today that are authentic examples 

of the original architecture of 
Kuwait. The traditional Kuwaiti 
house consisted of a central 
courtyard, with a series of 
rooms built around this quad. 
These houses were usually 
simple in structure, but were 
heavily adorned with ornaments, 
paintings and mosaics. 

Kuwait exhibits many 
impressive modern buildings such 
as the Ministry of Justice building, 
and the National Assembly 
building. Another masterpiece is 
the Kuwait Towers, the national 

symbol of the land, which can 
be seen from most angles within 
Kuwait City and the areas around 
it. The largest tower holds two 
large spheres, one above the 
other. The top and smaller one 
houses an observation deck 
with a cafeteria and rotating 
platform that gives visitors a full 
panoramic view of Kuwait City 
and the Arabian Gulf every half 
hour. The lower and larger sphere 
accommodates a full-fledged 
restaurant as well as cafes and 

space for holding seminars and 
training sessions. 

The second tower is a water 
reservoir with a capacity of over 
3.75 million liters that provides 
water to the towers and its 
surrounding gardens. The third 
structure is simply a long pointed 
electricity tower that illuminates 
the other two towers and the 
surrounding grounds with 96 
concealed spotlights. The Kuwait 
Towers are recognized all over 
the world as being the dominant 
sight in Kuwait.

Kuwaiti women among 
100 most powerful 

Arab women
The Middle-East edition of the international Forbes magazine recently announced its annual list of 100 most powerful Arab 
women. Culling down from an original list of 300 nominations from 13 Arab countries, the magazine picked Lubna Al-Olayan 
of Saudi Arabia’s Olayan Financing to head the list of most influential Arab business women. Included in the list of top 100 

were 12 Kuwaiti businesswomen, with four of them making it to the top 20 in the list. 

Shaikha Al Bahar (Number 5) : Leading the charge at one of 
Kuwait’s largest financial institution, 
Shaikha Al-Bahar was promoted to 
Deputy Group CEO of National Bank of 
Kuwait (NBK) in 2014, after four years 
as CEO of the bank’s home operations. 
She has more than 30 years of banking 
experience and currently serves as a 
board member at Turkish Bank, Zain 
mobile telecommunications company 
and Kuwait University-College of 
Business Administration.

Hetaf Khajah (Number 25): She joined National Industries Group 
in 2003 as an international investment 
manager before becoming chief 
investment officer in 2015. Originally a 
building materials company, NIG invests 
in regional and international industries 
such as oil, gas and petrochemicals. It 
recorded revenues of $451 million in 2014 
with total assets of $4.5 billion. She did 
her Master’s in Management Information 
Systems and BSc in Computer Engineering 
from George Washington University.

Fadwa Al-Homaizi (Number 80): She oversees the operations 
of the Al-Homaizi Group, a Kuwait-
based business conglomerate focused 
on the F&B industry as well as retail and 
furniture industries. She also cofounded 
Kout Food Group in 1982, a franchise of 
restaurants that operates brands like 
Burger King and Pizza Hut with assets 
worth $209.8 million. Al-Homaizi is on 
the Board of Directors of LoYAC, a Kuwaiti 
non-profit for youth development.

Henadi Anwar Al-Saleh (Number 8): She became 
chair of the board of directors at 
logistics giant Agility last year, 
when the company split the role 
of chair and CEO to comply with 
new governance rules in Kuwait. 
Al-Saleh joined Agility in 2007 as 
head of investor relations. She was 
previously head of debt and equity 
capital markets at NBK Capital.

Ghosson Al Khaled (Number 69): Al Khaled joined the family business in 
2002 and during her tenure has restructured the 
Kuwait operation of ACICO and increased the 
company’s assets to $1 billion with a turnover of 
$200 million. Kuwait-based ACICO Industries 
started out as a concrete supply company, 
which later diversified into the construction, 
real estate, industrial and hospitality sectors. 
It is the largest manufacturer of Autoclaved 
Aerated Concrete in the Middle East. She has 

an Executive MBA from Thunder Bird University, Arizona, and a Master’s of 
Building Science from University of Southern California, USA.

May Al Mudhaf (Number 86): Last year, May Al Mudhaf 
became CEO of National Bank of 
Abu Dhabi’s Kuwait office. She has 
over 20 years of banking experience 
and was previously General Manager, 
Treasurer at Commercial Bank of 
Kuwait, and Burgan Bank, where 
she was Acting CEO. She has a BA 
in Economics from the American 
University of Beirut.

Maha Al Ghunaim (Number 6): She founded Global 
Investment House — one of the 
region’s biggest investment firms 
— in 1998 along with four friends. 
When she took the firm public on the 
London Stock Exchange in 2008, it 
became the first Kuwaiti company to 
the list on the exchange. The credit 
crunch forced the company to delist, 
but in many ways, GIH’s refinancing 
became a model for other companies 
to follow.

Sara Akbar (Number 31): An industry veteran at Kuwait Oil Company 
and Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration 
Company (KUFPEC), Sara Akbar co-founded 
Kuwait Energy in 2005. Kuwait Energy 
is an independent oil and gas company 
actively engaged in the exploration, 
appraisal, development and production of 
hydrocarbons. Akbar was the only female 
firefighter to participate in her country’s 

Wild Well Killers team, which was formed on 9 September, 1991 to 
fight the oil-well fires of Kuwait during the Iraqi invasion. She holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering from Kuwait University.

Eaman Al Roudhan (Number 85): She joined the Zain Group, a publicly-
traded mobile telecommunications provider 
in the Middle East and North Africa, which 
recorded revenues of $46.769 million in this 
year’s first quarter. She joined Zain Kuwait 
in 1998 and together with a team launched 
the first mobile prepaid service in Kuwait. 
She became Chief Regulatory Officer in 2014, 
overseeing Zain’s operations in their exacting 

dealings with regulators across the region. She holds a BSc in Electronics 
and Telecommunications Engineering from Kuwait University and has 
attended programs at Tokyo Institute of Technology (TIT) and executive 
programs at Harvard Business School.

Rasha Alroumi (Number 17): In December 2014, Rasha 
Al Roumi took on perhaps the 
toughest challenge in Gulf business 
— tackling the revamp of Kuwait’s 
long-suffering flag carrier, Kuwait 
Airways. Al Roumi was appointed 
to the role after the suspension of 
Sami Al Nisf, who became involved 
in a dispute with the airline over his 
plan to buy five used aircraft from 
India’s Jet Airways.

Hosnia Hashem (Number 73): She has been VP of Operations at 
KUFPEC since June 2013. KUFPEC is an 
international oil and natural gas exploration 
and development firm that generated $1.4 
billion in revenues last year. In her role, she 
oversees the international operations of 
Kuwait’s oil sector spread over 15 countries. 
She was previously Deputy Managing 
Director of North Kuwait asset of Kuwait Oil 
Company (KOC). Currently, she sits on the 

board of the Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KPC), the state-run oil 
refining firm of which KUFPEC is a subsidiary, in addition to chairing the 
Middle East Board of Directors of the Society of Petroleum Engineers. 

Sheikha Hissah Al-Sabah (Number 91): Daughter of the late 14th 
Amir of Kuwait, Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabha, Sheikha Hessah Al-Sabah was 
recently elected Chairperson of Al-Asas 
Holding Company, a single family office 
that offers its services to a single high net 
worth family. She is also Chairperson of 
the Council of Arab Businesswomen, and 
the Narcotics Control Committee, among 
other institutions. She has a BA in Public 
administration and Political Science from 
the American University of Beirut.
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medical presence in the country with 
suspicion and hostility, appreciation 
for hospital and its value to the public 
surged in 1920, when Kuwait came 
under attack by tribes from the central 
Arabian Peninsula. The wounded and 
maimed in battle sought treatment at 
the hospital, and, to the credit of the 
physicians and nursing staff there, the 
lives of 100 of the 104 critically wounded 
were saved. Gratitude to the  medical 

staff and trust in the hospital grew 
immensely and soon the ‘Americani’, as 
it was referred to by the locals, became 
a respected institution in the country.

In the ensuing decades, oil was 
discovered in Kuwait, the country gained 
independence and then set out on the 
path towards becoming a rich, modern 
developed nation. In the seventies 
and eighties, Kuwait’s independent 
foreign policy often found it at odds 
with the interests of the United States 
and the two countries enjoyed for the 

most part a sort of frayed friendship. 
It is ironic that, just as in 1920, it took 
another war to bring the two nations 
and peoples together. To mark the 
25th anniversary of the liberation of 
Kuwait, the Global Studies Center at 
Gulf University in Kuwait organized 
last week a talk titled ‘Liberation Day 
25 years later: Recollections of two 
US Ambassadors’. The two guest 
speakers during the event were the US 
Ambassador to Kuwait H.E. Douglas A. 
Silliman and former US ambassador to 
Kuwait Edward W. Gnehm. 

In his speech, Ambassador Silliman 
noted that people usually learn from 
difficult periods in its history and 
graduate with the lessons learned. 
This, he said, serves as a motivation for 
the development and progress of the 
country.  

The ambassador pointed out that 
former president George W.H. Bush, 
who was at the helm during the war 
to liberate Kuwait, was convinced 
from the very beginning of the need 
to evict Iraqi forces from Kuwait, 
if not diplomatically then through 
military intervention. The clarity of 
his objectives and the approach he 
undertook helped the president win 
popular support for his actions, both 
from the public in the US, as well as 
from  a majority of countries at the 
UN. Ambassador Silliman added that 
today Kuwait has an important role in 
maintaining the security and stability 
of the region. He also stressed that the 
US government was committed to the 
security of Kuwait and the Gulf states 
and was ready to support them in the 
face of any potential Iranian aggression.

For his part, the former US 

ambassador and current professor 
at George Washington University in 
the US, Mr. Gnehm, spoke about his 
memories of arriving in Kuwait to take 
charge as the first US ambassador in 
liberated Kuwait. Speaking via a ink 
through the online voice and video 
call service Skype, the former top US 
diplomat in Kuwait recollected the 
devastations he witnessed on arriving 
in the country. The occupying Iraqi 
forces had looted and caused wanton 
destruction of Kuwaiti property and 
the retreating army had created 
a horrendous environmental and 
economical damage by setting ablaze 
over 700 oil-wells in Kuwait. 

He also spoke about the unbridled 
joy that he saw on the faces of the 
crowds that gathered around the US 
embassy premises waving US and 
Kuwait flags. “I cannot explain those 
unforgettable moments as people who 
had been deprived of their liberty and 
freedom during the seven months of 
occupation expressed their happiness 

on their liberation.”
Speaking about some of 

the difficulties faced by the US 
administration during that period, Mr. 
Gnehm said that convincing the US 
public of the importance of military 
intervention to liberate Kuwait was 
very critical. In this regard, he praised 
the efforts of the former ambassador 
of Kuwait to the US, Sheikh Saud Nasser 
Al-Sabah, who was often the face of 
Kuwait on American television, urging 
support from the US public for Kuwait’s 
just cause.

He noted that since liberation 
the government in Kuwait has been 
committed to leading the country on 
a path of peace and prosperity through 
upholding democracy and emphasizing 
national unity and development as its 
priorities. He added that remembrance 
of the past is important as it will help 
future generations to learn the value 
of freedom and the high price many 
paid with their lives to ensure Kuwait 
remained free forever.

Kuwait - 25 years on from Liberation

US Ambassador to Kuwait 
H.E. Douglas A. Silliman
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The center was established in 
2010 as an initiative of the 

Amir His Highness Sheikh Sabah 
Al- Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, to 
support and nurture gifted and 
talented Kuwaitis. The Center 
is committed to providing an 
appropriate environment that 
allows individuals to highlight 
their distinctive talents and 
presents opportunities for them 
to transform their innovative 
ideas into reality. 

The Innovation Sector at the 
Center supports and promotes 
individuals with ideas and 
helps them to transform their 
concept into innovation and 
invention. The sector is dedicated 
to encouraging excellence and 

creativity by offering various 
services and means of support, 
and by addressing any potential 
shortcomings through training 
and education. 

The sector also attempts to 
promote a culture of creativity 
in the wider community and 
helps turn submitted ideas and 
inventions into reality with patent 
registrations. It also provides 
local and regional assistance at 
every level to deal with specialized 
law firms to register these kinds 
of innovations. With a technical 
plan drawing and 3D department 
the Fab Lab at the Center helps 
creative people in completing 
their designs and prototypes. In 
2013, around 60 work designs 
were successfully implemented at 
the Fab Lab workshop.

Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Center for Giftedness 
and Creativity

The Center was founded 
as a scientifically distinct 

institution with highly advanced 
clinical and academic credentials. 
The Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), 
Ministry of Health, and Kuwait 
University are all institutions that 
cooperate to operate the Center. 
The Director of the Center 
operates under the Board of 
Trustees, chaired by the Director 
General of KFAS. 

The mission of the Center 
is to provide a Positron 
Emission Tomography (PET) 
clinical imaging services to 
the patients and to provide 
academic infrastructure for 
academic research. The Center 
also contains the largest 
medical cyclotron in Kuwait 
for radioisotope production, 
allowing it to produce unique 

radioisotopes that are not 
currently available in the country. 
In addition, the Center includes 
a laboratory for animal research 
and a micro-PET camera for 
animal imaging, which makes it 
the only center in the region that 
is capable of conducting a basic 
scientific research in the field of 
molecular medicine. 

The Center coordinates with 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to facilitate 
mutual scientific and academic 
activities. In addition, the center 
hosts periodical visits by IAEA 
experts to evaluate the center’s 
readiness for international 
accreditation. In addition, the 
center has also made initial 
coordination with Geneva 
University to establish joint 
re-search projects and academic 
activities.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
Center for Nuclear Medicine 

and Molecular Imaging
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Located along the seafront 
in Salmiya, The Scientific 
Center Kuwait (TSCK) houses 
an Aquarium, the Discovery 
Place and an IMAX theater. 
Dedicated to the citizens and 
visitors of Kuwait in 2000 by 
the late Amir Sheikh Jaber 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
the Center provides an 
immersive and interactive 
educational experience to 
visitors of all ages.

In 1992, while overseeing the board 
meeting of the Kuwait Foundation for 
Advancement of Sciences, the late 
Amir expressed his desire to establish 
a Scientific Center to highlight 
Kuwait’s advances in science and draw 
focus on the country’s pioneering role 
in protecting the environment and 
biosphere in the Arabian Peninsula.

The Aquarium, the largest in the 
Middle-East is designed to display 

existing and extinct aquatic animals 
and their habitats, offering visitors 
the opportunity to experience three 
distinct environmental zones of the 
desert, coast, and sea. The Discovery 
Place engages young people in the 
world of science by promoting the 
scientific spirit that encourages the 
young to observe, explore, question 
and discover something new every 
time they visit.

The IMAX Theatre, one of the 
finest in the region, transforms 
the viewing experience of any 3D 
educational movie or documentary 
into an exciting real life event. A 
giant 300 square meter screen 
equipped with the latest media 
facilities and an 8,000 watt sound 
system provides a truly immersive 
experience. 

Besides its entertainment and 
educative aspects, the Center 
also has a cultural dimension 
to it. The ceramic floors inside 
the building contain Islamic art 
patterns and the walls reveal 
traditional weaving designs 

along with depictions that narrate 
the history of Kuwait. Blending with 
the surrounding sand and contrasting 
with the blue waters beyond, the 
iconic building is spread across 
80,000 square meters of land. 

The Center with its architecture, 
its mud-colored walls and canopy of 
sail-like structures, reflect Kuwait’s 
early mud houses, its traditional 
occupations of fishing, pearl-diving 
and is reminiscent of the country’s 

rich maritime past. As if to 

underline this link to the 
past, the dhow harbor, located on 
the seafront of the Center, houses 
the ‘Fateh Al-Khair, the last surviving 
dhow of the pre-oil era. 

The Scientific 
Center Kuwait
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His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir of the State of 
Kuwait, announced at the conclusion 

of the Third Africa-Arab Summit, which was 
held in Kuwait in November 2013, an initiative to 
institute an annual award for the advancement 
of economic, social, human resources, and 
infrastructure development in the African 
continent.

The annual award of US$1 million, made 
under the auspices of Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), and titled the 
‘Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Sumait Prize’, is named after 

the prominent Kuwaiti physician and social worker 
who had dedicated his life to helping the poor in 
Africa in the field of health and education. 

The objective of the prize is to acknowledge 
and appreciate the best studies, scientific projects, 
applied research and innovative initiatives, which 
within the Health field have made significant 
impact and lasting influence in advancing the 
progress of economic and social development in 
Africa. The awarded projects should help African 
nations to overcome poverty, hunger, lack of 
potable water, injustice or to improve health care, 
literacy and the allocation of economic resources. 

The Prize should also highlight successes within 
the following subjects: Food Security, Health and 
Education. The subject for the 2016 prize is Food 
Security and the prize is to be awarded to individuals 
or institutions that through their research projects 
or initiatives have made significant advancement 
within one or more of the following areas: 

- Developing new varieties of seeds, crops or 
livestock which can improve the food security of 
the poor population in Africa by increasing the 
calorific and nutritional value of food produced 
and consumed domestically. 

- Improving farmers’ access to agricultural 

inputs, techniques, technologies and markets so 
as to increase the availability of staple products 
which form a core part of the diet of the poorest 
people in Africa. 

- Improving farmers’ resilience to climate 
change and extreme weather conditions.

To read the conditions and requirements for 
submitting the scientific work and for obtaining 
the nomination form, visit the KFAS website at: 
http://oe.kfas.org.kw/alsumait. The application 
along with submitted works should be addressed 
to the Director General of the Foundation and 
must arrive at KFAS before 31 May, 2016.

Nominations invited for
million dollar Al-Sumait Prize 2016
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A photo exhibition depicting Canada’s 
contribution to Kuwait’s liberation was 

held recently at the Ahmad Al Adwani Art 
Gallery in Dahiyat Abdulla Al Salem area. 
Showcasing Canada’s contribution to Kuwait’s 
Liberation and Recovery, the exhibit was held 
in coordination with the National Council for 
Culture Arts and Letters and was held under the 
patronage of the Minister of Information Sheikh 
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah.

Canada’s Ambassador to Kuwait Martine 
Moreau said the photos on display portrayed 
Canada’s contribution to the global community 
response to Kuwait’s plight – having been 
invaded by the forces of Saddam Hussein, as 
well as the aftermath of their withdrawal.  
“Around this room you will see a number of 
paintings from Canadian artist Zuber, which 
were graciously loaned by Canada War Museum 
in Ottawa, along with various photographs 

depicting the efforts of both Canadian Armed 
Forces and civilians in supporting Kuwait’s 
liberation and recovery 25 years ago,” she said.

The guest speakers for the evening 
included Rear-Admiral Ken Summers (Retired), 
Commander of the Canadian Task Force during 
the 1st Gulf War and Dr. Richard Gimblett, Navy 
Command Historian, Department of National 
Defence and Ali Hussain Asad Taqi (Retired), 
Emergency Response Coordinator at KOC.

Rear-Admiral Summers who led the Canadian 
military contingent during the liberation had 
first-hand view of the destruction that had 
taken place during the 7-month occupation 
and had some very interesting stories to share 
about the Liberation. The Canadians were part 
of the largest coalition forces ever to take part 
in the liberation of Kuwait and provided air, navy 
and ground forces, including medical and fire-
fighting teams.

Canada’s role in liberation of Kuwait highlighted


