
www.timeskuwait.com

Special
Supplement

INDEPENDENCE
15 of AUGUST

th

Eradicating Poverty, Promoting Prosperity

15 August, 2017Issue No 859 Established 1996

On this very special 
occasion of 70th 

anniversary of India’s 
Independence Day, I wish 
all our nationals and 
friends in Kuwait good 
health and happiness. 
India@70 is being 
celebrated throughout 
the country and abroad 
with great fervor and 
enthusiasm. To begin with, we 
must express our deepest gratitude 
and pay homage to our brave and 
selfless freedom fighters who laid 
their lives and suffered innumerable 
hardships so that we continue to 
enjoy freedom today. We salute our 
defence and para-military forces for 
their valour and sacrifices in securing 
our borders at land, sea and air. This 
auspicious day also inspires more 
than 1.25 billion citizens of India, at 

home and abroad, to 
make greater efforts 
to succeed in their 
endeavors to make India 
a great and prosperous 
nation, caring for one 
and all.

India has recently 
elected Hon’ble Shri 
Ram Nath Kovind as 
the President of India 

and Hon’ble Shri Venkaiah Naidu 
as its new Vice-President. This is 
testimony to India’s mature and 
vibrant democratic traditions.  As 
is well known, India is the largest 
democracy in the world.

Under the dynamic and visionary 
leadership of our Prime Minister 
Mr. Narendra Modi, India is making 
commendable progress in all areas 
of development. 

Continued on Page 4

Ambassador’s message on the 
occasion of 70th Anniversary of 
India’s Independence Day

H.E. Sunil Jain

India with its young demographic, its 
entrepreneurial outlook and stable 

macro-economic environment is one 
of world’s highest-growth nations, 
poised to become a global economic 
powerhouse by 2030. 

According to the latest World 
Economic Report Update by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
the Indian economy will continue 
to maintain its current growth rate 
of over 7 percent well into 2020. 
The World Bank’s own assessment 

of the Indian economy shows that 
the country will likely grow at 7 
percent in 2016-17, followed by 
further acceleration to 7.6 percent 
in 2017-18 and 7.8 percent in 2018-19. 
Government measures aimed at fiscal 

consolidation, restrained levels of 
inflation and reduced current-account 
deficit, have allowed the country to 
maintain a stable macroeconomic 
situation. Meanwhile, total Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI), which 
increased by 8 percent in fiscal year 

2016/17 to top US$60 billion, and 
foreign currency reserves of over $390 
billion (July 2017), have further helped 
to bolster the Indian economy.

However, to maintain this economic 
stability and growth-trajectory over 
the long-term and to ensure this 
century truly belongs to India, the 
country needs to overcome several 
inherent challenges that constrain its 
growth and development. To eradicate 
rampant poverty and promote 
prosperity among all of its 1.3 billion 
people, India will have to overcome its 
traditional development paradigms and 
take requisite steps to expand social 
and physical infrastructure, enhance 
governance and transparency, widen 
capital formation and improve skillsets.

India has several distinct 
advantages that could help deliver 
enviable sustained economic growth 
over the coming years. In just a couple 
of years, India will have the world’s 
youngest population; by 2030 it will 
account for nearly a third of global 
workforce and will be home to world’s 
largest middle-class population. This 
mass of young workforce and 

Continued on Page 13
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Make any transaction with BEC between 28th May 2017 and 4th September 2017  
and get a chance to win amazing prizes.

Hurry and transact in-branch or online!  
For more information, call us on 1824000 or visit bec.com.kw

5  CHERY  CARS  AND   
100  GOLD  COINS  TO  BE  WON!

Draw 1                       E5 x 1 Winner  
+ 4 grams of Gold x 20 Winners

Draw 2                       E5 x 1 Winner  
+ 4 grams of Gold x 20 Winners

Draw 3                       E5 x 1 Winner  
+ 4 grams of Gold x 20 Winners

Draw 4                       E5 x 1 Winner  
+ 4 grams of Gold x 20 Winners

Draw 5                       E5 x 1 Winner  
+ 4 grams of Gold x 20 Winners

Draw 1 – 18th June 2017 Draw 2 – 9th July 2017  
Draw 3 – 27th July 2017 Draw 4 – 16th August 2017  
Draw 5 – 5th September 2017.

Terms and Conditions apply. MOIC# 2017/117
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FANTASTIC SUMMER OFFERS FROM JUMEIRAH HOTELS - DUBAI

8

From Now To 30 September 2017 (Excluding Eid Al Adha)

•   Ticket Kuwait - Dubai -kuwait

•   3 Days / 2 nights accommodation in double room including breakfast

•   2 Children below 16 years free in same room (room + breakfast)

•   Free access and transportation to Wild Wadi waterpark

•   Free access to kids club and all beaches of Jumeirah Hotels

•   Free transportation to major shopping malls 

100
K.D

ONLY

Jumeirah Creek Side
135

K.D

ONLY

155
K.D

ONLY

Jumeirah Zabeel Saray

Jumeirah Dar Al MasyafJumeirah Mina A’salam

PRICE IS FOR 1 PERSON AND INCLUDES:

Jumeirah Emirates Towers
115

K.D

ONLY

145
K.D

ONLY

Jumeirah Al Naseem165
K.D

ONLY

FZ.Reservations@barakattravel.com

The lively spirit of India with 
its penchant for loud music, 

bright colors and glimmering lights 
is expressed year-round in diverse 
religious and social festivals across 
the country. Enthusiastic celebrations 
of gods and goddesses, saints 
and prophets, history, culture and 
the advent of new seasons occur 
regularly throughout the country. 
While religious festivals tend to 
dominate the celebratory calendar, 
there are also a host of other fairs 
and festivals occurring all over the 
land at any given time. By taking part 
in these colorful festivities, one can 
experience the vitality of India, as it 
spiritedly embraces the present while 
holding on to the traditions of its 
fascinating past. 

Diwali: A five-day festival 
representing the start of the 
Hindu New Year, it also honors 
the moral victories of good over 
evil. Specifically, Lord Rama and 

his wife Sita's triumphant return 
to their kingdom. The festivities 
are dependent on the Indian lunar 
month, and usually take place 
between October and November. The 
main event of this festival occurs on 
the third day. Clay lamps called ‘diyas’ 
are lit, signifying the victory of good 
over evil within the individual. The 
widespread glow of diyas gives the 
festival its nickname, the ‘Festival of 
Lights.’ The fourth day is New Year's 
Day and is culturally regarded as the 
most auspicious day to begin any 
new endeavor. To experience a truly 
beautiful Diwali celebration, head to 
the ‘pink city’ of Jaipur. Each year the 
city holds a competition for the most 
brilliantly lit market.

Holi: This could well be the liveliest 
of all Hindu festivals and is observed 
throughout North India. It marks the 
end of winter and the dawn of spring; 
it is a festival of joy and rebirth. The 
festival technically falls on the day 

following the full moon in March 
each year, but the celebrations always 
begin the night before. Crowds of 
people gather around bonfires, 
burning dry leaves and branches in 
a gesture symbolizing winter's end. 
While Diwali is the ‘Festival of Lights,’ 
Holi is the ‘Festival of Colors.’ The 
birth of spring is marked with color, 
and people embrace this by dressing 
in vibrant clothes and throwing 
colored powder at each other. 

Jaipur literature festival: Described 
as the ‘greatest literary show on 
Earth’, the ZEE Jaipur Literature 
Festival is the world’s largest free 
event of its kind.

Equity and democracy run through 
the Festival’s veins, bringing together 
on stage some of the world’s greatest 

minds, humanitarians, historians, 
politicians, business leaders, sports 
people and entertainers. This free 
and egalitarian access to these 
renowned thinkers and writers is 
a powerful statement in a country 
where access to such individuals 
remains the privilege of a few. 
The ZEE Jaipur Literature Festival 
provides a potentially life-changing 
opportunity for audiences from 
across India and the world to learn 
from and exchange ideas with 
contemporary literary stalwarts.

Pushkar Camel Fair: While religion 
and spirituality are the basis for most 
festivals in India, there are some 

Color and spirit of 

Indian festivals
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that are purely cultural. The Pushkar 
Camel Fair is such a festival, where 
50,000 camels converge on Pushkar, 
located in the state of Rajasthan. 
The fair originated as a business 
attraction, where local camel and 
cattle traders would convene during 
the holy Kartik Purnima, yet another 
Indian festival. The fair is now a major 
tourist attraction and has more to 
do with fun and entertainment than 
Kartik Purnima. For five days, camels 
are dressed up, paraded, entered into 
beauty contests, raced and traded. 
A huge carnival is held that includes 
magicians, musicians, dancers, 
acrobats and snake charmers. The fair 
usually takes place in November over 
the course of five days. 

The Goa Carnival: Celebrated every 
year in the month of February, Goa 
Carnival is one of the most popular 
and much awaited festival for the 
fun loving Goans and tourists alike. 
The three-day event is the time when 
all the colors of Goa come out in a 
glorious swagger and sweep away 

the local as well foreign folks with 
its charm and charisma. The carnival 
was started by the Portuguese 
rulers and since then it has become 
an integral part of Goa. The scene 
of Goa Carnival resembles some 
fairy tale description where people 
move around wearing masks, while 
fireworks, fortune tellers and groups 
of dancers entertain the crowd. It is 
a perfect gateway for anyone who 
wishes to take a short fun break.

Sonepur Mela: An annual cattle 
fair that is reportedly the biggest 
in Asia, Sonepur Mela is the pride 
of northern Bihar. The fair is held 
on the banks of the sacred river 

Ganga, where it confluences with 
its tributary, Gandak. Going by the 
pattern of the stars, the fair begins 
on the auspicious full moon day in 
the month of Kartik in the Hindu 
calendar, which occurs around 
November each year. Some prefer to 
call this prehistoric fair as Harihar 
Kshetra Mela. The fair acts as a 
selling ground of not only cattle, but 
breeds of dogs, elephants, birds and 
camels, which add to the attractions 
of the event.

Kite-flying festival: India is a 
country, where celebration of most 
festivals can seem like a rock concert. 

In contrast, the annual International 
Kite Festival (Uttarayan) in Gujarat is 
like a soothing and chilled out concert 
for hippies. The event, held on Makara 
Sankranti, the day when winter gives 
way to summer in the Indian calendar, 
is also celebrated as a harvest festival 
in many parts of India. People from 
different parts of India, and more 
recently from various countries, 
gather together in open spaces and 

compete individually or in groups to 
fly the biggest kite, the most colorful 
or innovatively built kite, or to find the 
kite that will go up the highest.  

Kerala snake-boat race: Known 
locally as ‘vallom kali’ the traditional 
snake-boat race in Kerala is usually held 
each year around the harvest festival 
of Onam that falls around the August 
– September period. The race involves 

long, sleek canoes some over 40 
meters long that are paddled by teams 
of over 100 people along a distance 
of around 1.5 km along the river. The 
event has become a major tourist 
attraction of the state and draws large 
crowds from all over India and abroad. 
The annual Nehru Trophy Boat Race is 
the largest and most popular Vallam 
Kali and is held on Punnamada Lake in 
the district of Alappuzha.
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Special drives to improve the economic, social, 
educational, health-care and various other areas 
of public life through schemes such as  'Make in 
India' ‘Digital India’ programme, ‘Start-up India’ 
programme, ‘Smart Cities’, ‘Model Villages’, 
‘Swachh Bharat’ mission. India is now the fastest 
growing large economy with rapid improvement 
in investment climate.  According to the Harvard 
University’s Center for International Development 
growth projections, India will feature on top of 
the list of the fastest growing economies till 2025 
with an average  annual growth of 7.7 percent.

Due to the stable political environment, 
consistent rise in GDP, low inflation and 
relatively low fiscal deficit, and stable prices, the 
International Monetary Fund has highlighted 
India as a bright economic spot in the world. In 
spite of global slowdown, India has emerged as 
the number one destination in attracting Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI). During 2016-17, India 
received its highest ever FDI, which has given a 
big push to many key sectors including Railways, 
Defence, Insurance and Health. In the World 
Bank’s ‘Ease of Doing Business’ rankings, India’s 
position has been improving steadily over the last 
three years. Initiatives like simplified one page 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises registration 
form for Udyog Aadhaar, simplified forms for 
industrial licenses, online application process for 
environmental and forest clearances have made 
things exceptionally easy for the investors. 

With the implementation of the  Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) w.e.f. 1st July 2017 
which provides a single tax framework across 
the country for all goods and services, India 
has become one large integrated economy. 
Introduction of GST is estimated to add about 2% 
to India’s GDP growth. It will have huge overall 
effect on smooth movement of goods across 
the country, lesser transportation costs etc. 
which will reduce the prices of items of use by 
the common man.  Similarly, the demonetisation 
of old notes of Rs.1000 and Rs.500 is having its 
effect on reduction of black money, corruption, 
terror funding  and faster growth of digital 
economy and cashless economy. These two 
landmark decisions of the government may have 
caused some inconvenience to the public and 
businesses  in their initial phase, but they are 
going to revolutionise the whole gamut of public 
and economic life in the country.

Skill Development Initiatives have been 
introduced to assist youth in charting a new 
course for their future lives. The Pradhan Mantri 

Kaushal Vikas Yojana has trained more than 2 
million youth under various skill development 
courses. Several youth have been given loans to 
begin their own businesses.  Agricultural sector 
is still the largest source of livelihood provider 
in India and contributes significantly to our 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The government 
has placed emphasis on farmers’ welfare and 
has taken various initiatives to modernize the 
agricultural sector.  

Towards its commitments for improving 
environment  and halt to climate change India is 
taking important steps towards greater generation 
of renewable energy particularly wind power 
and solar energy. Because of India’s impressive 
achievements in the field of solar energy, the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) of 121 tropical 
countries to develop and promote solar energy is 
now headquartered in India. India’s achievements 
in exploration of the outer space and in the field 
of space technology have been recognized all over 
the world. Particular mention should be made 
of success of India’s Mars Mission, launching 
of 104 satellites by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation loaded on a single launch vehicle, 
carrying satellites from foreign countries, including 
the USA, Canada, Germany and Indonesia.

India is investing huge money in improving 
connectivity by constructing new roads, railways, 
ports and shipyards throughout the country. 
To realize the grand vision of a connected India, 
65,000 eligible habitations are to be connected by 
constructing 223,000 Km of roads by 2019.  Work 
on Ahmedabad – Mumbai bullet train project has 
already started in collaboration with Japan. 

On the foreign policy front, India continues 
to promote mutually beneficial relations with 
all countries and towards this end, is working 
with them on issues of common concern like 
terrorism and global economic crisis; energy, 
environment and food security through active 
bilateral, regional and international engagements.   
We are today witnessing a surge in violence and 
intolerance, radicalization and extremism and the 
threat of terrorism in many parts of the world.  
India not only condemns terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations but joins hands with the 
international community in its efforts to eradicate 
the scourge of terrorism completely.  

India and Kuwait enjoy historically close 
economic and socio-cultural relations since many 
centuries. Our two countries have been engaged 
at the highest level  and have established several 
institutional mechanisms of cooperation in diverse 
fields. Joint Working Groups have been instituted 
for cooperation in the areas of labour, manpower 
& employment, hydrocarbons and  health which 
meet on regular basis. Under the Youth Exchange 
programme, 15 member youth delegations from 
Kuwait  and India are scheduled to exchange 
visits in December 2017 and January 2018.  Under 
the cultural exchange programme, a number of 
cultural troupes from India visited Kuwait in 2016. 
Third International Day of Yoga was celebrated 
in the Embassy in June 2017 in collaboration with 
several local yoga groups including Art of Living, 
Artistic Yoga, Seva Darshan, Amma Kuwait, 
Harmony House etc. In the area of Defence 
Cooperation, goodwill visits of Indian Naval Ships 
to Kuwait and exchange of high level delegations 
take place on regular basis.   

To commemorate 70 years of India’s 
Independence Day, Indian Embassy is organizing a 
series of cultural events in  its auditorium on the 
evening of 17th, 18th and 19th August.

To step up travel of Kuwaiti nationals and 
expatriates to India, the Embassy has been 
providing multi-entry business visas (5-year and 
1-year), tourism visas (6-month), medical visas (1-
year) and visas for study purposes.  The Embassy 
issued approx. 14,000  visas in 2016. The number 
of Kuwaitis visiting India for tourism, trade and 
medical treatment has been going up steadily.

It is a matter of great satisfaction that HH the 
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah made a week-long private visit to India 
in June-July 2017.    

During 18-20 September 2017, our Minister of 
State for External Affairs, Hon’ble Shri M.J. Akbar 
will lead a delegation for the 3rd India-Kuwait 
Joint Ministerial Commission Meeting in Kuwait to 
discuss the whole gamut of bilateral cooperation.  

Earlier in March 2017, our National Security 
Advisor, Shri Ajit Doval paid an official visit to 
Kuwait for wide ranging discussions with his 
counterpart, Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah.  He also 
called on His Highness the Amir and Deputy PM & 
Minister of Interior. 

The dynamic Indian community of about 9.2 
lakh in Kuwait continues to play its role in the 
deepening and widening of ties between our 
two countries. This year, for children of NRIs and 
PIOs who study in India under the NRI quota, the 
government has reduced the annual tution fee 
by half. The Embassy’s “Indian Workers Welfare 
Center” set up in September 2009 has been 
providing the much needed support system to 
our workers with its help desk, labour complaints 
desk, free accommodation and free initial legal 
advice.  In death cases, Embassy provides service 
on 24 x 7 basis. Mortal remains of Indian nationals 
are being repatriated for final rites from Kuwait 
to India within 3-4 days in most cases. Embassy 
also arranges transportation of mortal remains to 
India free of cost in deserving cases. The Embassy 
holds an open house in its auditorium on regular 
basis where problems and grievances of Indian 
workers are given a patient hearing by senior 
Embassy officers and efforts are made on prompt 
basis to solve the issues brought to their notice. 

The Embassy issued over 96,000 new passports 
in 2016 as compared to 87,000  in 2015, showing 
a healthy increase of over 10%.  Equal number of 
attestation and other consular services were also 
rendered. The visas issued also show an increase of 
4.6% compared to 2015. Currently, there are nearly 
300 Indian Socio-Cultural Associations registered 
with the Embassy in Kuwait.  During 2016, Embassy 
Auditorium was used for 28 socio-cultural events 
organized by various Indian Associations. 

Under the inspirational leadership guidance of 
our Hon’ble External Affairs Minister, Smt. Sushma 
Swaraj, the Embassy officials have been working 
very hard, day and night, to reach out to the Indian 
nationals in distress, who may be under arrest in 
police stations, detention centre, deportation 
center and Central or public jails and help them 
in every possible manner under the Kuwaiti laws. 
During the first half of this year, the Embassy has 
facilitated return of several Indians who were 
admitted in hospitals in serious condition and 
were provided the facility of their transfer to India 
on stretchers accompanied by a doctor/nurse, 
all expenditure borne out of Indian Community 
Welfare Fund. We are also taking action for 
transfer of Indian prisoners from Kuwaiti jails to 
jails in India near their hometowns.

The security of Indian nationals abroad is of 
utmost importance to us.   In situations of distress 
faced by Indian nationals, we have reached out 
to ensure their safety, rescue and repatriation. 
Our community is present in almost all segments 
of Kuwaiti society and their contribution to the 
socio-economic development and prosperity of 
Kuwait has been highly regarded. 

While greeting my compatriots on the 70th 
anniversary of our Independence Day, I take this 
opportunity to convey best wishes from the 
leaders of India for the continued good health and 
well-being of His Highness the Amir, Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the 
Crown Prince, Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister, Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and the 
friendly people of the State of Kuwait.

Jai Hind!

Ambassador’s message on the occasion of 

70th Anniversary of India’s Independence Day
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Head Office
Mabanee Building 1, 2nd Floor, Block 1, Ali Al Salem Street, Salhia (P.O. Box 5592, Safat 13056), Kuwait

Tel: 22450504, Fax: 22421361

Restaurants:

Confectioneries:
Caesars XPRESS (Sabah Al Salem) Tel: 25523065

Salmiya Tel: 25733044
Jahra Tel: 24577320/8
Satchi (Fahaheel) Tel: 23912137
Central Kitchen Tel: 24754573, 24754584
Shakahari  Tel: 25665754

City: 22411407
Fahaheel: 23910445
Rawda: 22550908
Jleeb Al Shuyoukh: 24318423

Qurtoba: 25323650
Jahra: 24554599
Hawally: 22616195
Mishref: 25395245

Qurain: 25423577
Surra: 25322841
Salmiya 2: 25642296
Qadsiya: 22549559

Kaifan: 24918695
Salmiya 1: 25736663
South Surra: 25214328
Jabriya Tel: 22251357

City (Chinese) Tel: 22431100
Satchi (City) Tel: 22476591
Dakshin Jleeb Tel: 24319191
Cinnamon Farwaniya Tel: 24728899
Egaila Tel: 22271278

Fahaheel Tel: 23920343
Indian Tel: 22411711
Farwaniya Tel: 24738777
Hawally Tel: 22616191/2
Al Salam Mall Tel: 22250089

Catering:
24754584, 22450504 Ext. 216/221

Home Delivery:
1832211

Caesars Group
wishes India and

its citizens a Happy 

Independence Day

In late 2016, India unveiled the 
world's largest solar power 
plant in Kamuthi, Tamil Nadu, 
with a capacity of 648 MW and 
covering an area of 10 square 
kilometers. 

The solar plant, built in an 
impressive eight months, and 

comprising of 2.5 million individual 
solar modules, which are cleaned every 
day by a robotic system powered by its 
own solar panels, cost over $673 million 
to build. At full capacity, it is estimated 
to produce enough electricity to power 
about 150,000 homes.

While countries like Britain and 
Germany have seen a slowing of 
new solar installations after the 
withdrawal of government subsidies, 
India and China are ramping up their 
installations. India has quadrupled its 
solar in the last three years bringing 
electricity to millions of off-grid 
households across the country.

The new solar plant in Kamuthi 
has helped raise India's total installed 
solar capacity to 12GW (gigawatt) 
and allowed the country to join only a 
handful of countries in the world that 
can make the claim of crossing the 
10GW threshold.

India is expected to double its solar 

capacity in 2017 and another 20GW of 
solar energy are in the pipeline. Despite 
the fast-growing solar power industry, 
India will still need to increase its take-
up of solar panels if it is to achieve 
the ambitious targets set by the 
government.

The Indian government aims 
to obtain 160 GW of power from 
renewable sources such as wind and 
solar by 2022 and to power 60 million 
households using solar energy. This 
is part of the government’s goal to 

source 40 percent of its power needs 
from non-fossil fuels by 2030.

With solar power gradually 
displacing coal as an energy source 
and the government’s push for more 
renewable sources of energy, India is 
emerging as a leader in the global fight 
against climate change, said the World 
Bank in its latest country assessment 
published in July.

“Just a few weeks ago, the country 
also walked away from plans to install 
nearly 14 GW of coal-fired power plants, 

largely because it is as affordable 
now to generate electricity with solar 
power as it is to use fossil fuels,” the 
report said, praising the Indian move in 
this regard. According to the bank, with 
its conscious choice to use significantly 
more clean energy to fuel its growth, 
India is contributing to global efforts 
to save the planet from the effects of 
climate change.

With the cost of electricity from 
solar photovoltaic (PV) currently a 
quarter of what it was in 2009 and with 

prices set to fall another 66 percent 
by 2040, there has been a significant 
drop in tariff. India recently achieved 
a record low tariff of Rs2.44 per unit 
in the desert state of Rajasthan. With 
nearly 300 days of sunshine every year, 
India has among the best conditions 
in the world to capture and use solar 
energy.

The benefits of solar power is also 
extending to  the Indian Railways with 
the first solar-powered diesel electrical 
multiple unit (DEMU) train launched 
on 14 July from the Safdarjung railway 
station in Delhi to Farukh Nagar in 
Haryana. This is the first time in the 
world that solar panels were used as 
a power grid on a railway. A total of 
16 solar panels, each producing 300W, 
were fitted on to roofs of six coaches 
in the initial run. The train has a power 
back-up and can run on battery for at 
least 72 hours. 

Indian Railway has announced that 
the DEMU trains are part of a plan to 
generate 1,000 MW of solar energy in 
the next five years, with solar power 
being first introduced on urban trains 
before being fitted on to long-distance 
trains.  The Indian Railway expects to 
save around Rs700 crores once all the 
solar power projects are implemented 
and will be able to reduce over 1,350 
tonnes of carbon dioxide emission per 
train in 25 years.

Seeing the light: India embraces solar power
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Since gaining independence, 
and even before, the 
contribution by Indian women 
to social change and awareness 
in the country has been 
immense. Given the important 
role that women played in the 
freedom struggle, Mahatma 
Gandhi is quoted as saying, 
“Women are intellectually, 
mentally and spiritually 
equivalent to men and can 
participate in every activity”. 

India is very fortunate to have 
had numerous women pioneers 

and their contribution to society in 
general, and to the development 
of women in particular, has been 
invaluable. Here we look at some of 
the women who have been leaders in 
their respective fields in India.

Indira Gandhi: Indira Gandhi who 
was the daughter of India’s first 
prime-minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
became the country’s first female 
prime minister in 1966. She served 
till 1977 and then a second stint from 
1980 to 1984. She was named as the 
‘Woman of the Millennium’ in a poll 

conducted by BBC in 1999. She also 
became the first woman to receive 
India highest civilian honor the 
‘Bharat Ratna’ award.

Pratibha Devisingh Patil: Pratibha 
Devisingh Patil, the first woman 
President of India as well as the 12th 

        Women 
pioneers of India

President, held office from July 2007 
to July 2012. Pratibha Patil also served 
as the Governor of Rajasthan from 
2004 to 2007.

Durgabai Kamat: Durgabai Kamat 
was the first female actress of Indian 
cinema. In the early 1900s, acting 
in films or theatre was a taboo for 
women, so much so Dadasaheb 
Phalke, the father of Indian cinema 
had to use male actors to female 
role in the first Indian film, ‘Raja 

Harishchandra’. However the film’s 
success encouraged the female 
actress and thus he introduced 
Durgabai in 1913 in his second film 
‘Mohini Bhasmasur’ as a leading lady. 
Interestingly her daughter, Kamalabai 
Gokhale (born as Kamalabai Kamat) 
played the role of Mohini, thus she 
became the first female child actress 
of Indian cinema.

Homai Vyarawalla: Brave, 
independent and unconventional, 
Homai vyarawalla is known to be 
India’s first female 
photo journalist. 
She has captured 
some of the 
most memorable 
and incredible 
moments of 
Indian history like 
from the first flag 
hoisting ceremony at the red fort to 
the cremation of world’s renowned 
dignitaries like Mahatma Gandhi 
and Jawaharlal Nehru. Each picture 
clicked by her is not just a memoir for 
that moment but also tells the story 
behind the click.

Sarla Thakral: Sarla Thakral was 
the first Indian woman to get an 
aviation pilot license and fly an 
aircraft. Thakral received the license 
to fly when she was just 21 years old. 
She flew a Gypsy Moth solo and also 
achieved the title of the first Indian to 
get airmail pilot’s license.

Reita Faria Powell: It was back in 
1966 when Mumbai born model 
Reita Faria, won India its first glory 

at the Miss World 
Pageant. Faria was 
only 21 at that 
time when she 
not only became 
the first Indian to 
achieve the feat 
but also the first 
Asian to win the 
Miss World contesto. After winning 
the pageant Faria bid the modeling 
world adieu and went on to complete 
her MBBS degree. Hence she becomes 
the first Miss World winner to qualify 
as a doctor.

Kiran Bedi: Kiran 
Bedi is India’s 
first woman to 
join officer rank 
of the Indian 
Police Service. 
She joined the 
service in 1972 and 
after completing 
her training was posted as the 
Sub-Divisional police officer at the 
Chanakyapuri police station in New 
Delhi. She became the first woman 
in uniform to lead the all-male 
contingent of the Delhi Police at the 
Republic Day Parade in 1975. She is 
currently the Lieutenant Governor of 
Union Territory of Puducherry.

Bachendri Pal: In the year 1990, 
Bachendri Pal was listed in the 
Guinness Book of World Records 
for her achievement as the first 
Indian woman mountaineer to climb 
the Mount Everest. Bachendri also 
led  expeditions in 1993, 1994 and 
1997 with a team conspiring of only 
women in ‘Indo-Nepalease Women’s 
Mount Everest Expedition’, ‘The Great 
Indian Women’s Rafting Voyage’ and 
‘First Indian Women Trans-Himalayan 
Expedition’.

Kalpana Chawla: Kalpana Chawla 
was the first Indian woman to reach 
outer space. As a mission specialist 
and primary robotic arm operator on 
board the Space Shuttle Colombia, 
she first went to space in 1997. Six 
years later, Chawla was one of the 
seven crew members who died when 
Space Shuttle Columbia disintegrated 
during its re-entry into the Earth's 
atmosphere. Chawla is a recipient of 
the American Congressional Space 
Medal of Honor. A role model for 
many young women in India and 
around the world, Kalpana will always 
be remembered for her incredible 
journey from Karnal to NASA.
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Thangka paintings stand 
out among traditional 
Indian art due to the 
subjects on which they 
are based as well as the 
techniques used

In India, paintings have occupied a 
key position in the tradition and 

history of art, from pre-historic rock 
paintings to modern-day abstracts, 
and from large canvases to miniatures. 
Most styles of paintings have the 
artist as inventors applying their 
consciousness and interpretation of 
thoughts, objects, locations or other 
subjects to create a work of art. An 
artist, though, can also be a medium, 
a channel conveying a story or serving 
as a teaching tool— this, in essence, is 
the purpose of the Thangka style of 
painting. 

A Thangka is a Tibetan Buddhist 
painting on — among others— cotton 
or silk applique. The word ‘Thangka’ 
is believed to mean ‘thing that one 
unrolls’ or ‘recorded message’ in 
the Tibetan language. Said to have 
originated in the seventh-eighth 
century AD, a Thangka painting 
was most often commissioned 
by individuals and then gifted to 
monasteries or to other individuals; 
the compensation to the artist was 
traditionally regarded as a gift, rather 
than a fee. 

The first Thangka is said to have 

been painted in India. It is believed 
that a king in Rajgir (present-day 
Bihar) was sent an expensive gift by 
a neighboring king. Unsure about 
what to send in return, he consulted 
Mahatma Buddha, who recommended 
a Thangka depicting the ‘Wheel of 
Life’ that shows the complete cycle of 
Nirvana and existence. It was decided 
that an image of the Buddha would 
be painted in the upper-right corner; 
however, the artist was unable to 
bring himself to gaze directly at the 
Buddha. To solve the situation, the 
Buddha sat next to a body of water, 
and the artist completed the painting 
by looking at his reflection. 

The resulting image is known as 
the Thangka ‘taken from water’. 
Thangkas can be categorized on 
the basis of technique of painting 
as well as material used. The most 
common classification is into two 
broad categories: painted Thangkas, 
and applique or embroidery Thangkas 
on cotton or silk. The size can vary— 
from several meters long and wide, 
to half the size of a typical full-length 
portrait. Because of the delicate 
nature of the painting, a 'Thangka 
must be stored in a dry place where 

the silk is safe from the effects of 
moisture. 

When not on display, a Thangka is 
mounted on a textile backing (with a 
silk cover, is rolled up and kept away). 
Thangka paintings are valued not 
just for their aesthetic beauty but 
also for several other purposes. A 
Thangka often serves as an important 
teaching tool, where images of deities 
are used to depict the life of the 
Buddha, significant historical events 
involving influential lamas, or myths 
about deities.

 During a ceremony or a ritual, 
a devotional image serves as a 

centerpiece, a medium to make 
requests or offer prayers. Possibly, the 
most important purpose of Thangka 
paintings is their role as meditational 
tools. Through a Thangka, a 
practitioner of meditation develops 
a clear visualization of a deity and 
strengthens concentration. The 
visions appearing to spiritual masters 
during moments of awakening 
are depicted as deities in Thangka 
paintings, and their proportions are 
considered sacred — particularly 
because they serve as a road map of 
sorts to guide a practitioner to the 
master's insight. Accuracy of the 

depiction is the key, and the artist 
most ensure this if a Thangka is to be 
considered genuine. 

Silken strokes
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FOR ROMANTIC 
TRAIN RIDES

Darjeeling: Staring out of the 
window at an endless expanse of tea 
plantations, against a backdrop of the 
majestic Mount Kanchenjunga, makes 
the Darjeeling Himalayan toy-train 
journey an unmissable experience. 
An uphill ride from New Jalpaiguri 
town, at 75 meters above sea level, to 
Darjeeling, at 670 meters, it covers a 
distance of 80km in roughly six hours. 
The train is now listed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, and the scenic 
route it takes has been the setting 
for several Bollywood films such 
as Zamane Ko Dikhana Hai and Barfi.

Coonoor: This idyllic spot in the Nilgiri 
Hills, covered in tea estates, is far 
prettier than its neighbor, Ooty. And 
it now offers a range of sophisticated 
accommodation and dining options. 
Try the fresh organic food served at 
La Belle Vie at 180° McIver hotel, and 
artisanal cheese at Acres Wild. The 
ride on the Nilgiri Mountain Railway’s 
quaint toy train, from Coonoor to 
Ooty, covers the region’s most scenic 
spots, such as the cantonment area 
of Wellington and the woody region 
of Lovedale.

FOR ADVENTURE-SEEKERS

Gulmarg: Nothing compares to 
hitting the undulating, powder-soft 
slopes of this Himalayan resort, 
where visitors can ski at a fraction of 
the price they pay elsewhere in the 
world. With improved infrastructure 
and a gorgeous new hotel, it is easy 
to see how Gulmarg has emerged as a 
top destination for adventurers. 

Bir-Billing: Experienced and novice 
paragliders come to this spot in the 
Dhauladhar mountains, in Himachal 
Pradesh, to soar among the clouds at 
almost 3,500 meters. It is a great place 
to learn by first flying tandem with a 
skilled instructor. After taking off 
from the ridge, the scenery comprises 
snow-capped peaks, expansive tea 
gardens and Tibetan monasteries 
glistening in the distance. 

Rishikesh: This town, located in the 
foothills of Uttarakhand’s Garhwal 
Himalayas, is also a world-class 
destination for river-rafting. The 
mighty Ganga, which flows through 
Rishikesh, offers Grade III and IV 
rapids. The stretch from Shivpuri 
to Ram Jhula has the biggest ones, 
namely the Roller Coaster and Double 
Trouble.

FOR TREKKERS

Mussoorie: Eight hours from 
New Delhi, this Garhwal town in 
Uttarakhand has been the preferred 
holiday spot for India's political elites. 

Also, a number of writers, including 
Ruskin Bond, have written lyrical 
stories inspired by the beauty and 
simplicity of the place. You can set off 
on a hike along lanes lined with pine 
trees, trails that lead up to gushing 
waterfalls and into oak-scented 
woods. Pack a picnic and go for a day-
long trek to Cloud End Private Wild 
Life Estate — its 400 acres are home 
to several species of birds, including 
the rare Mountain Quail.

Pachmarhi: This hill station is 
ensconced by the Satpura Mountains, 
in Madhya Pradesh, where freshwater 
lakes, deep canyons and mango 
groves make for mesmerizing treks. 
Adventurous history buffs will love 
exploring the area’s many hidden 
caves, such as the sandstone Pandav 
Caves, which derives its name from 
the five brothers who sought shelter 
within its confines as per the Indian 
epic Mahabharat. Another spot worth 
visiting is the Mahadeo Hills, which are 
speckled with rock paintings, some 
estimated to be 10,000 years old.

India’s most loved 

hill stations
Whether you are a die-hard romantic, a trekker, spa junkie, or foodie, there 

is a hill station to please you in India
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Thupka and Maggie stalls have now been 
replaced by restaurants such as La Plage 
— an outpost of Goa’s favorite French 
restaurant — and Casa Bella Vista, which 
serves great pizzas made in wood-fired 
ovens. Fat Plate is another new spot that 
features an international menu using 
locally sourced ingredients. 

FOR SPA ADDICTS

Shimla: This hill station has been India’s 
most popular since before Independence, 
and recent years have seen upscale 

travelers returning to this spot. Wildflower 
Hall, Shimla in the Himalayas boasts an 
extensive spa menu combining Western 
and Indian treatments. For an invigorating 
holiday, combine therapeutic massages 
with walking, biking and swimming in the 
hotel’s heated pool. Those looking for an 

even more remote location should opt for 
the Moksha Himalaya Spa Resort, 100km 
from Shimla — its spa specializes in Thai 
and Indian therapies.

Coorg: Stretching along the Western 
Ghats in Karnataka, Coorg has evolved 

from a humble hub of coffee plantations 
to being home to many luxury spa resorts, 
with Vivanta by Taj – Madikeri leading the 
way. Sloping roofs, fireplaces, sprawling 
courtyards complete the look at this 
63-room property set in the midst of a 
rainforest. At the spa, in-house Ayurveda 
practitioners draw up a customized 
set of treatments and diet plans for 
guests. Other great wellness resorts in 
the region include The Windflower and 
Orange County.

FOR HORSE-RIDERS

Matheran: Motor vehicles are banned from entering this 
plateau region not far from Mumbai. It is only accessible by foot 
or on horseback, and the latter is a fun way to explore its lush 
landscape, which is dotted with waterfalls and streams. Sure-
footed horses navigate the muddy slopes with relative ease to 
reach Matheran’s many scenic spots, which offer breathtaking 
views of the Sahyadri Hills. Trot to Panorama Point for sublime 
sunrises and to Porcupine Point for fiery sunsets. 

FOR WILDLIFE ENTHUSIASTS

Wayanad: This quiet district in north-eastern Kerala is easily 
one of the most biodiverse hill stations in India, with nearly 80 
percent of flowers endemic to the region found here. Its dense, 
deciduous jungles are home to a variety of animals, including 
tigers, elephants and sloth bears. It is also home to rare birds 
such as the black-and-orange flycatcher and the black-capped 
kingfisher. Make sure you visit the Edakkal Caves, a Neolithic 
dwelling that is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Almora: Formed around the foothills of the Kumaon Himalayas 
in Uttarakhand, this picturesque town is only 30km away from 
Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary. Spread across 46km and, at an average 
elevation of 2,375 meters, the forested slopes of Jhandi Dhar 
Hills contain several species of birds, such as the laughing thrush 
and the forktail, a number of leopards as well as the Indian red 
fox. The best thing about this park is that an expedition into the 
forest is on foot rather than by jeep, as is the case in other Indian 
sanctuaries.

FOR MUSIC LOVERS

Shillong: The Meghalaya capital, set amid the Khasi Hills, has a 
dynamic music scene. The duo behind the country’s favorite Blues 
band, Soulmate, comes from these parts. The best time to visit 
this hip town is either during the Bob Dylan Tribute By Lou Majaw 
& Friends, in May, or during the Autumn Festival, in November. 

FOR FOODIES
Manali: An array of chic restaurant openings has turned this 
backpacker jaunt into a savvier venue for modern travelers. 
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The striking thing about a country as vast 
as India is the sheer, overwhelming variety 

that it encompasses — of landscapes, cultures, 
languages, cuisines, and even UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites.

Yet, of its 35 cultural and natural heritage 
sites, travelers frequent only about a dozen. 
They miss some of India’s most outstanding 
wonders either because they are tucked in a 
little known, far-flung corner, or because they 
are hiding in plain sight, in the shadow of an oft-
visited attraction.

Here are seven of India’s little known UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites.

Agra Fort: Mighty Bastion

If the jostling crowds at the Taj Mahal seem 
overwhelming, make a trip to Agra Fort, only a 

15-minute rickshaw ride away. Older than the 
Taj, it was the home of Mughal emperors for 
over a century, until they shifted their capital 
to Delhi in the mid-1600s. Built of striking 
red sandstone, the military stronghold was 
designed by Akbar, one of the most powerful 
rulers of the Mughal Empire.  Agra Fort affords 
one of the best views of the Taj Mahal. When on 
visit, check out the view from Musamman Burj, 
the tower where Shah Jahan was imprisoned by 
his son Aurangzeb for eight years until his death.

Chandigarh Capitol Complex: Concrete art

The broad, tree-lined avenues of Chandigarh — 
about a 5-hour drive north of New Delhi — are a 
sharp contrast to the chaos of other Indian cities. 
The city is part of a 2016 addition to UNESCO’s 
World Heritage list that spans 17 sites across 

India's lesser known
UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Rani-Ki-Vav: Stories in stone

Like the Taj Mahal, which immortalizes 
a man’s love for his wife, the Rani-ki-
Vav stepwell in Patan, Gujarat, is a queen’s 
homage to her husband. But for many years, 
its beautiful stepped terraces were swallowed 
up by the silt of the nearby River Saraswati. 

It was only sometime in the 1980s that the 
Archaeological Survey of India completed 
its excavation, uncovering an outstanding 
example of stepwell architecture. More 
than 500 major statues of Hindu gods and 
goddesses, and over a thousand little ones, 
cover the walls and pillars of seven terraces 
that descend to a central water tank.
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seven countries. It celebrates the work of Swiss-
French architect Charles-Edouard Jeanneret-
Gris, better known as Le Corbusier. He is credited 
with inventing 'a new architectural language' 
that made a break with the past. Le Corbusier 
designed Chandigarh’s Capitol Complex, setting 
in place an aesthetic that informs the entire 
city. The complex comprises three important 
government buildings — the Secretariat, High 
Court, and Legislative Assembly — built against 
the backdrop of the Shivalik Hills, and separated 
by large piazzas. There is also the Open Hand 
monument, a giant metal hand symbolizing 
openness and peace. Architecture buffs can sign 
up for a guided tour of the complex at the visitor 
center next to it.

Western Ghats: Forest wonderland

At least 325 plant and animal species that 
are globally threatened flourish in the Western 
Ghats of India. That is the best indicator of the 
rich biodiversity of this range of mountains, 
much older than the better known Himalayas. 

New species continue to be found here with 
regularity. A recent find, a tiny spider, became 
quite popular because of its resemblance to the 
Sorting Hat from the Harry Potter tales.

Convents and churches of Goa: 
Portuguese touch

Goa’s convents and churches have been 
on UNESCO’s list for over 30 years. Yet the 
thousands of visitors who come to its sunny 
beaches each year rarely travel inland to explore 
the southern state’s cultural side. Goa’s oldest 
surviving church is the Church of Our Lady of 
Rosary, built soon after Portuguese general 
Alfonso de Albuquerque conquered Goa in 
1510. It is decorated with naval motifs like 
anchors and sea shells to reflect the Portuguese 
mastery of the seas. Dedicated to St. Catherine 
of Alexander, Se Cathedral is one of the largest 
in Asia. The 16th-century structure had two 
towers of which only one still stands today. This 
contains the gigantic Golden Bell, named so for 
its dulcet tones.

Bhimbetka: Ancient art galleries

Drawn in dull red, stick figures holding 
spears and carrying bows and arrows chase a 
herd of horned creatures. On Zoo Rock, there 
is a traffic jam of sorts, with dozens of deer, 
buffaloes, elephants and others, scrawled on 
the stone facade. These are the Rock Shelters 
of Bhimbetka, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in central India that few visit. The massive 

natural caves are located in the sandstone 
cliffs at the foothill of the Vindhya Range, a 1.5 
hour drive from Bhopal. There are about 500 
spread over seven hills. Some have only one 
or two paintings, while the walls of others are 
completely covered. The artwork sprawls the 
centuries, with the oldest from the Mesolithic 
Period. A one-mile path guides visitors through 
15 of the best caves. The trail winds through the 
surrounding forest, with black-faced langurs 
frequently providing company.

I E W  I M A G E SKhangchendzonga 
National Park: Hidden Land

This forest in Sikkim, one of India’s 
northeastern states, has been included on 
the UNESCO World Heritage list as a place of 
mixed natural and cultural importance. The 
two are intrinsically tied: The Rathong Chu 
River, which runs through Khangchendzonga 
National Park, and its surrounding valley are 
held sacred by the local Lepcha people and 
in Tibetan Buddhism, ensuring the forest 
survives intact. The park has tremendous 
geographical diversity. The landscape 
varies from slopes covered with thick 
rhododendron forests to rocky mountains 
with 18 glaciers. There are 19 peaks towering 
more than 19,000 feet, crowned by the 
Khangchendzonga, the world’s third highest 
at 28,169 feet. The forest provides refuge 
to the rare red panda, while its higher 
mountainous reaches are the haunt of the 
elusive snow leopard. It is also popular with 
birders, with over 500 species found here.
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Bandhani: With its roots in Gujarat and Rajasthan, 
Bandhani is one of the most recognizable Indian 
prints. Having been around since the time of the 
Indus Valley Civilization, the term bandhani comes 
from the Sanskrit word ‘Bandha’ which means ‘to 
tie’. The textile is decorated by plucking the cloth 
with the fingernails into many tiny bindings that 
form a figurative design. It features patterns like 
dots, stripes, waves or squares formed by first 
tying small portions of the fabric at intervals with 
continuous thread to form interesting patterns, 
and then dyeing it. The most popular bandhni 
making centres are in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Sindh, 
Punjab, and in Tamil Nadu where it’s known as 
Sungudi.

Kalamkar: A term of Persian origin, Kalamkari 
translates into ‘the art of drawing with a pen’. In 
ancient India, when groups of musicians, artists 
and storytellers moved from one part to another, 
they would draw out episodes or stories from 
Hindu mythology. An interesting point about 
these paintings was that it used natural colors 
made from natural extracts. The art today has 
expanded to include freehand abstracts and 
intricate floral and animal prints that are tediously 
created by artists for over months. One of the 

most awe inspiring prints on fabrics, Kalamkari is 
worth all the money it demands.

Ikat: One of the oldest forms of textile 
decorations, Ikat is actually a dyeing technique 
rather than a print or pattern. This popular art 
form involves a dyeing technique that is used to 
dye the yarns before weaving them into a fabric. 
It uses a resist dyeing process, quite similar to tie-
dye, to create patterns on textiles. This technique 
uses either the warp or weft to weave a pattern 
or design. When both warp and weft are tie-dyed 
then it is called double Ikat. Individual yarns or 
bundles of yarns are bound with a tight wrapping 
in the chosen design and then dyed to create 
the desired pattern. A characteristic of Ikat is its 
blurriness as it requires immense skill on the part 
of the craftsman to line the threads in place. The 
less blurry it is, the more time, effort and skill has 

gone into it and the more expensive it is. Ikat is 
popularly woven in Gujarat and Telangana.

Ajrakh: Found mostly on shawls and carpets, 
Ajrakh is a unique form of block print that is 
popular in Kutch, Gujarat and Barmer in Rajasthan. 
These prints include designs and patterns made 
using block printing by stamps. Common colors 
used while making these patterns include blue, 

red, black, yellow and green. However, the color 
palette is not restricted to just these colors only. 
Ajrakh printing uses natural dyes that include 
both vegetable dyes and mineral dyes, with indigo 
being the key dye.

Varak gold and silver leaf printing: A traditional 

form of printing, ‘Chandi Ki Chhapai’ or ‘Silver 
Printing’ is a delicate way of embellishing clothes 
or fabrics. Also called ‘Varak Gold or Silver Leaf 
Printing’, this kind of printing uses varaks made 
by flattening gold or silver into a thin paper like 
consistency. In ancient times, it was hand printed 
onto flags, royal tents and other insignias of 
power to reflect the status and prestige of the 
possessor. The technique of varak block printing 
is extremely rare and there are only a handful of 
printers who can do this skillfully today. Varak 
silver and gold leaf printing can be seen on rich 
Chanderi sarees and dupattas, done by some of 
the finest craftsmen in the country.

Dabu print: The small predominantly farming 
community in Deesa, in the north of Gujarat, 
is famous for its distinct mud resist printing 
technique called Dabu. Calcium hydroxide, also 
known as chuna in Hindi, naturally pounded wheat 
chaff (beedan in Hindi), and gum (gond in Hindi) 
are the main ingredients that go into making the 
mud resist. The paste is applied onto a fabric that 
is laid out on a flat or a running table and block 
prints are applied. The print gets its name from 
‘dabana’ meaning ‘to press’. The cloth is then 
thoroughly washed to wash off the mud and 
reveal the prints. This community is famous for 
producing vibrant fabrics that are lovingly woven 
into ghagras, cholis, turbans and so much more.

Every day tens of thousands of talented Indian weavers stand behind their looms skillfully weaving their imagination and its 
interpretation on to cloth. Their artistic work has led to India becoming known worldwide for some of the best designs and 

prints on cloth. Some of the Indian cloth prints that have come to epitomize quality and design artistry include:

Best of Indian Cloth Prints
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Continued from Page 1

middle-class demographic will spur a growth in 
consumption and investments that could further boost 
economic growth in the country. 

In addition, India‘s strong institutional framework, 
supported by an autonomous central bank and vigilant 
regulatory bodies, has made it a favored destination for 
many foreign multinationals and global investors. Recent 
measures taken by the government, including relaxing 
FDI norms in sectors such as defense, railways, telecom, 
oil refineries, power and stock exchanges, as well as a 
favorable business landscape have ensured a steady inflow 
of foreign capital into the country and made India among 
the topmost destinations for global foreign investment. 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is an important driver 
of economic growth as it is a major non-debt financial 
resource that helps generate income and employment.

A sectorial analysis of FDI inflows into the country 
suggests that of the total $60.1 billion in FDI that flowed 
into the country in fiscal 2016/17, the largest chunk went 
into manufacturing with pharmaceuticals and chemicals 
alone accounting for ten percent of FDI inflows. The other 
major portion of FDI went into services, telecom, computer 
and construction sectors, which together received over a 
third (35%) of the foreign inflows. 

Manufacturing has emerged as one of the high 
growth sectors in India. The amount of FDI into Indian 
manufacturing sector grew by 82 percent year on year 
to reach over $16 billion in the seven month period from 
April to November 2016.With its huge domestic market, a 
large pool of skilled workers and the government’s ‘Make 
in India’ initiative, India is all set to feature prominently on 
the global manufacturing map. The ‘Make in India’ program 
envisions increasing manufacturing sector’s contribution 
to the GDP to 25 percent, creating 100 million new jobs, 
and making India the fifth largest manufacturing country 
in the world by 2025.

Steady economic growth is critical to address many 
of India’s protracted challenges, including improving 
productivity, enhancing education and skillsets, 
expanding healthcare, reducing poverty and increasing 
overall living standards. Speaking recently before a multi-
stakeholder panel discussion at the United Nations, titled 
'Transforming India: Eradicating Poverty, Promoting 
Prosperity',  Arvind Panagariya, the former vice chairman 
of the government’s think-tank NITI Aayog, said: “With a 
consistent growth rate of just eight percent, India could 
easily triple its current GDP of $2.3 trillion to touch over $8 
trillion by 2030. This would not only raise the average per 
capita income to over $5,000, but would also allow the 
country to entirely eliminate abject poverty.” 

Pointing to an optimistic future outlook for the country, 
Mr. Panagariya added, “With that level of economic 
growth, living standards and amenities that are taken for 
granted in the west will become accessible to a very large 
part of the population in India in the coming 15 years.” 

Transforming India
Eradicating Poverty, 
Promoting Prosperity

Software engineer to social entrepreneur
While her daily schedule with 

a software company in 
Bengaluru satisfied her financial 
needs, deep within her Anjali 
Chandran nourished a dream to do 
more with her life.

It was the budding of this 
dream that led the young software 
engineer to quit her job and wander 
the interiors of India in search of 
traditional weavers who were behind 
the beautiful handloom dresses she 
loved so much. 

She wanted to help these weavers 
by purchasing their products directly 
and marketing it for them without 
the involvement of exploitative 
middlemen and merchants, who 
often purchased the labor of these 
weavers for a pittance and then 

sold it for a fabulous profit. “The 
craftsmen take months to prepare 
the original traditional handlooms, 
and yet they end up selling them at 
a very low margin. This prompted 
me to take the materials in bulk at 
a higher price avoiding middlemen 
and selling them directly online at 
very reasonable rates,” said Anjali. 
Since 2012 she has marketing these 
products successfully online under 
the brand ‘Impresa’, and opened her 
first brick and mortar showroom in 
Kozhikode in Kerala in 2014.

Gradually, her loyal customers, 
who had been following her page on 
Facebook regularly, started visiting 
her store and spreading the word. 
Now, it has grown to be the only 
private store in town with a large 

collection of Ikats - Sambalpuri and 
Pochampalli, Kalamkari - block print 
and Sree Kalahasthi, Maheswari 
silk, Cotta Doria, casual block print 

cotton, Phulkari, Tussar, Gicha silk, 
Matka silk, Chanderi and Kantha 
work among others.

The young woman is now on 

a mission to revive Calico cotton, 
the special clothing variety of 
Kozhikode. “The last shipment of 
Calico cotton exported from India 
was from Ahmedabad in 1970s. I got 
the contact details of a trade union 
worker there and we are trying to 
locate some of the workers who were 
part of the production,” she says.  
In the immediate future, Anjali is 
planning to introduce Shantiniketan 
prints, Ajarakh prints and Kutch 
work in her Kozhikode store. 

With her start up Impresa, she 
is focusing on giving a life to the 
diminishing handloom industry in 
India and has been associated with 
weavers from Kerala, Tamilnadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh 
and Maharashtra.
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Despite being one of the fastest growing economies in the world, 
India’s unemployment is a cause for growing concern. According 

to the United Nations International Labor Organization’s (ILO) 2017 
World Employment and Social Outlook report, unemployment in India is 
projected to increase from 17.8 million in 2017 to 18 million by next year, 
with the rate of unemployment remaining at 3.4 percent through 2018.

Lowering the rate of unemployment is a key challenge for the 
government, which has launched a number of schemes including 
its flagship ‘Make in India’ and ‘Startup India’ initiatives aimed at 
ameliorating the situation. The ‘Make in India’ scheme encourages 
global companies to open manufacturing facilities in India and thereby 
stimulate local employment. Analysts believe that increasing the share 
of manufacturing in GDP to 25 percent would help create over 100 million 
new jobs in the coming decade.

Meanwhile, the ‘Startup India’ program is an action plan aimed at 
boosting entrepreneurship among young Indians by providing assistance 
for startup ventures. Launched by the Department of Industrial Policy 
and Promotion (DIPP) of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the 
initiative offers preferential financing and a single-window system 
for obtaining licenses, land permissions, environmental clearances 
and investment proposal approvals. With India ranked third largest 
in startups, only behind the United States and United Kingdom, the 
country already has a diverse and dynamic startup ecosystem in place. 
The Startup India initiative is aimed at increasing this number both in 
terms of quality and quantity. Towards this end, the government has set 
up a Rs10,000 crore fund for investment in startups through its Alternate 
Investment Funds, and a Rs2,000 crore credit guarantee fund through 
the National Credit Guarantee Trust Company. 

The government has also offered several attractive benefits to 
encourage entrepreneurs through the ‘Startup India’ campaign, including 
fast-tracking of patent applications; up to 80 percent rebate on filing 
patents; public procurement preferences; special tax incentives, such as 
tax exemption on capital gains and on investments above Fair Market 
Value, and income tax exemption for three years.

Against the backdrop of a rapidly expanding young demographic 
of internet savvy users, India is also being viewed as one of the world’s 
fastest growing digital startup hotspots. Global companies have often 
viewed India, with its large pool of relatively cheap engineering talent, 
as a lucrative venue to set up back-offices for everything from call-
centers to software development. But now, local software startups 
have increasingly become confident to develop their own cutting-edge 
software products and market them aggressively, both domestically 
and on the international stage. These software startups have not only 
created a niche sector but also in the process they have helped create 
nearly a million new jobs. India is clearly on the threshold of a second-
generation digital revolution that is set to transform the dynamics in 
many economic sectors from e-commerce, healthcare and education 
to hospitality, agriculture and rural retailing, all of which could lead to 
significant new job creations.

A new study shows that in 2016, mobile internet user base in the 
country more than doubled to 34.18 percent of population from15.1 
percent in 2013. The same study also found that around half (43.8%) of 
the internet users in India reported having purchased products online in 
2016; this figure is projected to increase to 64.4 percent by 2020. Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch has forecast that Indian e-commerce will surge to 
$220 billion by 2025 from about $11 billion last year. Besides the software, 
there is considerable investor interest in startups in areas like healthcare 
software for the poor or low cost solar panels for homes. India also 
offers a huge market for investments in social impact startups. Millions 
of people in rural India still have no access to basic amenities, including 
clean and potable water, toilets and electricity. The rural segment is 
growing at a healthy pace of 8-10 percent per annum and is expected to 
add $100 billion in consumption demand by 2017.  

Encouraged by the growing digital buyer landscape, several venture 
capital funds have raised billions of dollars for their Indian investments 
in recent years. Japan’s Softbank and WeWork, a New York-based 
provider of shared office space, are among several companies that have 
announced their India plans. 

Startup India – flagship initiative for entrepreneurs  






