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Youth, who form the largest 
demographic in the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) 

region and account for 65 percent 

of the population under the age of 
30, seem to have a strong viewpoint 
when it comes to some of the most 
contentious issues of our times. On 

economics, politics, religion and the 
future of the region,  youth have firm 
stances that are often in contradiction 
to the status quo prevailing in the 
region.

In the latest survey on youth 

perceptions in the region, more than 
two-third (66%) of young respondents 
felt that religion plays too big a role 
in the region. This figure was a 16 

percentage points jump from the 
view held by youth in a previous 
survey in 2015. The poll also showed 
that an even larger percentage (79%)
believed the region needed to reform 
its religious institutions. The call for 
reform can apparently be explained by 
the fact that half (50%) of respondents 
say the Arab world’s religious values 
are holding back progress and 
development in the region.  

The latest annual ‘Arab Youth 
Survey’ by ASDA’A BCW, the leading 
PR consultancy in the MENA region, 
provided a platform for youth to voice 
their displeasure with the status quo, 
and to reveal their views and beliefs on 
a number of controversial issues. 

The survey also disclosed that young 
people across the Arab world want to 
see an end to regional conflicts, such 
as the Syrian civil war with 73 percent 
saying the conflict should
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Night view of the arch pylon 
on the Sheikh Jaber 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 

Causeway which will lead to 
the Future Silk City, across 

the Kuwait Bay

Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway 
opens to the nation
After years of wishing, planning, approving and four more years in the 
making, the 36-kilometer long bridge across Kuwait Bay has finally 
become a reality. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Child Protection Office at the 
Ministry of Health has urged the 
authorities to amend articles 

of the Children’s Rights Act to include 
harsher penalties for those who sexually 
assault children.

Head of the Child Protection Office, 
Dr. Muna Al-Khawari said the Act should 
be amended so that perpetrators of child 
abuse are sentenced to prison terms 
of more than a year, and to double the 
punishment if the crime is committed by 
a relative. In a recent media interview, Al-

Khawari said the Child Protection Office 
had submitted a memorandum to the 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Health 
to ensure that those who beat their 
children to discipline them should be 
referred to the National Committee for 
the Rights of the Child. 

Pointing out that there were more 
than 1,000 cases of violence against 
children recorded in the past five years, 
Dr. Al-Khawari said it was shameful 
that 65 percent of the reported cases 
implicated Kuwaiti parents while 35 

percent were non-Kuwaiti.
She revealed that in 2017 there were 

60 reported cases of sexual abuse of 
children. The most number of reported 
cases of violence against children was, 
‘physical abuse’ followed by ‘neglect’, 
sexual abuse, and emotional assaults. She 
pointed out the exploitation of a child as 
a commercial commodity in the media 
or shops or on social media is regarded 
as ‘psychological violence’ and according 
to the Child Rights Act is punishable by a 
fine of KD5,000.

Over 1,000 ‘violence against children’ cases in last five years

The Diplomatic Women’s Committee 
in cooperation with the Embassy 

of Honduras recently hosted a cultural 
evening on traditional Latin cooking at the 
residence of the Honduras ambassador.

The guests of honors were Sheikha 
Hala Badr Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
and Sheikha Anoud Al-Ibrahim Al-Duaij 
Al-Sabah, at the event which also saw 
participation from female Ambassadors 
and spouses of Ambassadors from the 
embassies in Kuwait including Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Algeria, Kyrgyzstan, Bosnia, 
Azerbaijan, Pakistan, Venezuela, Nicaragua, 
Honduras, and Sudan.

Sheikha Hala Al-Sabah was honored by 
the Committee for her work, and support 
for the Committee and its activities with a 
memento on this occasion.

Narjis Al-Shatti, the committee’s 
adviser, thanked the participants, 

and handed over prizes to the 
participants who proved their mastery 
in Latin dishes.  She stressed that the 
committee will continue its cultural 
activities in order to raise awareness 

among the diplomatic society of the 
various cultures in Kuwait. She revealed 
that the next ceremony will be hosted 
by Sheikha Hala Al-Sabah and will be 
held at the Shuwaikh Palace.

Diplomatic Women's Committee celebrate Honduras evening Central Bank scrutinizes 
travel data of bank employees 

Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) has requested all banks to submit 
data of a random sample of 100 employees, from each bank, 

including both Kuwaitis and expatriates. The move is apparently 
aimed at evaluating the average expenditure the bank incurred 
by employees when they travel abroad.

It is understood that the CBK is seeking to develop Kuwait’s 
balance of payment statistics that will include information on 
travel service item (debt payment) to re-assess the average 
expenditure of Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaitis who travel abroad for 
tourism, holidays, religious rites, training, education, treatment or 
participation in conferences.

The CBK questionnaire sent to select bank employees requests 
specifics about their travel destination, period and duration of 
travel, accommodation at the destination—whether it is private 
or rented apartment, hotel, free house and others, number of 
people accompanying the employee and total expenditure 
during the travel.

Kuwaitis flock to Al-Mubarakiya
Souq dates market as Ramadan looms

The dates market at Kuwait's old traditional Al Mubarakiya Souq gets busy as the holy month of Ramadan 
approaches. The fruit, which has many tasty varieties throughout the Gulf region, is a crucial opener for 

the break of fast at sunset, following in the example of the prophet Mohammad (PBUH). 

As part of its Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations, KMRM- 

Malankara Catholic faithful 
in Kuwait hosted a mega 
socio-cultural festival labeled 
Rajatholsav, a combined harvest 
festival and mega carnival on 26 
April at the Al Jawahara Tent in 
Ardiya. 

The event was inaugurated by 
the Ambassador of the Republic 
of Guyana, H.E. Prof. Dr. Shamir 
Ally. The Operational Manager 
at ONCOST Hyper Market, Nitesh 
Dey, was the guest of honor. 

The spiritual director 
of KMRM, Rev. Fr. Binoy 
Kochukarikkathil delivered the 
keynote address and KMRM 
President Jacob Thomas 
presided over the meeting. 
The Silver Jubilee General 
Convener Babuji Bathery then 
briefed the audience on the 
Jubilee celebrations of KMRM. 

A souvenir to commemorate 
the occasion was released by Dr. 
Maryann Beebe-Ally, the spouse 
of the Guyanese ambassador.

The program began with 
the Adyaphala rally , a tradition 
showcasing the harvest festival 
where people walked in carrying 
nature’s harvests. A major 
attraction of the event was 
musical performance by Pooja 
Prem, a record holder having 

sung more than 800 songs in 63 
different languages.

The celebrations also 
included outdoor fun rides 
and games for children and 
elders, as well as a host of lucky 
draws and competitions to win 
prizes. In addition, there were 
various food counters providing 
delicious foods, as well as 
shopping outlets offering 
different products.

KMRM conducts ‘Rajatholsav 2019’
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Italian ambassador to Kuwait H.E. 
Giuseppe Scognamiglio held a grand 
reception at the Symphony Style 

Hotel last week to celebrate his country’s 
National Day.

A large gathering of Italian nationals, 
diplomats, businessmen, and local 
dignitaries attended the celebrations 
where traditional Italian cuisine was served.

Speaking on the occasion Ambassador 
Scognamiglio also announced his end of 
tenure in Kuwait and reiterated the warm 
and friendly ties existing between the two 

nations that were further strengthened 
during his tenure.

He praised the wise Kuwaiti leadership 
and the role Kuwait played in the region 
for peace and stability. He also expressed 
his gratitude for all the support he received 
during his tenure here.

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al 
Jarallah in his remarks to the media praised 
the strong and friendly ties between the 
two countries, and pointed at the large 
number of Kuwaiti visitors to Italy especially 
during the summer months.

Strong ties the hallmark of 
Italy - Kuwait relationship

According to the World Bank, Kuwait is one of 
the richest countries in the world and that 

there is no extreme poverty in the country.
The World Bank report notes that the country 

enjoys strong foreign financial assets and had a GDP 
of KD120.1 billion in 2017. On the other hand, the 
report also pointed out that the “decline in oil prices 
in past years led to a significant decline in liquidity 
reserves,” while at the same time there have been 
“more withdrawals from the General Reserve Fund, 
which may erode the reserves.” The World Bank 
report also pointed out that expatriates represent 
two-thirds of the population in the country, and that 
the bulk of them form the low-income segment. 

Considering that a large section of the 
population have low incomes, and that 18 percent 
of the total population live below the income level 
of half the average, there are serious concerns 
regarding regular complaints of “nonpayment or 
delay in wages, difficult working conditions and 
fears of harassment,” of this section.

Meanwhile, data from the Central Bank of Kuwait 
shows that remittances from the country rose by 
3.9 percent year-on-year in the last year. Workers 
remitted KD4.3 billion in 2018 compared to KD4.1 
billion in 2017. The highest value of remittances was 
in the second-quarter totalling KD1.19 billion, while 
the lowest transfer was in the first quarter with 
KD1.03 billion.

Kuwait among richest nations, expats 
form bulk of low-income segment

The Al- Durra Company embroiled in 
various disputation is once again in default 

as it has failed to solve the crisis caused by the 
shortage of domestic workers in the country.

Many citizens have complained that the 
waiting period to obtain the services of a 
domestic worker they have contracted for is 
sometimes in excess of three months. Some 
citizens also said Al-Durra did not live up to 
confidence vested in them by the government 
and people. They disappointed many people 
through their delays in supplying contracted 
domestic workers, and also by increasing the 

cost to obtain workers in light of the upcoming 
Holy Month of Ramadan.

Al-Durra domestic labor offices reportedly 
charges over KD 1,450 for workers of all 
nationalities, except those from Africa who are 
offered at KD990. It is understood that even at 
these exorbitant prices, the Al-Durra offices 
are not able to provide domestic workers 
for citizens and residents unlike other offices 
because they do not have any domestic 
workers. Other domestic worker supply offices 
have many returned workers or are capable of 
bringing in maids in less than a month.

Al-Durra firm fails to solve 
crisis of domestic workers
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On Saturday 27 April, 
the Dutch celebrated 
the birthday of our 

King William Alexander. With 
52 years and 6 years on the 
throne he is a relatively young 
monarch. But he and his beau-
tiful family knows how to give 
a modern touch to a centuries 
old tradition, in a way that this 
royal institution remains highly 
respected and accepted in the 
turbulences and uncertainties 
of today’s world.

The Dutch have a long 
history of creativity and 
innovation, but in the 
meantime we are proud of our 
longstanding traditions. One 
of the companies that stirs up 
a lot of this national pride, is 
the Dutch national airline. This 
year, KLM celebrates its 100th 
anniversary, which makes it the 
oldest still operating airline in 
the world. And for more than 
half of this time, KLM has had 
direct flights to Kuwait.

Another longstanding 
tradition in the Netherlands is 
the use of our Parliament. As 
some of you might know, our 
Parliament is not seated in our 
capital, Amsterdam, but in The 
Hague. Our Parliament building 
dates back to the Middle Ages 
and therefore it is the oldest 
still functioning parliament in 
the world.

The last longstanding 
tradition I really have to mention 
is our national anthem. It was 
written in 1570, 450 years old. 
We have the oldest national 
hymn in the world still in use. 
It was written as a tribute to 
William of Orange, the leader 
of our fight for independence, 
and has ever since been highly 
popular.

In addition to the traditions 
in my country, we should 
not forget the longstanding 
relations between the 
Netherlands and Kuwait. Dutch 
tradesmen arrived in the Gulf 
over 250 years ago looking 
for business. This business has 
continued until today, in 2018 
we were again the number 
one trading partner of Kuwait 
among the 28 countries of the 

European Union. Kuwaitis love 
our fresh fruits, vegetables, 
meat and cheese. And what 
about Dutch flowers: no 
wedding without beautiful 
flowers from Holland!

In order to boost the Kuwaiti 
agricultural production our 
engineers are setting up 
greenhouses and are assisting 
with all kind of equipment. 
Kuwaiti potatoes are delicious 
and have their origins in 
Holland, the same goes for 
most Kuwaiti dairy products. 
For an ambassador it is a great 
joy to see so many examples of 
Dutch-Kuwaiti cooperation.

Our bilateral relations are 
strong and diverse. Over the 
past year our countries have 
not only strengthened their 
economic ties, but the political 
ties as well. In 2018, both Kuwait 
and the Netherlands were 
members of the UN Security 
Council, and therefore our 
ministers were in close contact 
with one another. In December, 
Foreign Minister Stef Blok 
visited Kuwait to discuss the 
relations with HE Sheikh Sabah 
al Khaled al Sabah, and he 
paid a courtesy visit to HH the 
Emir. Furthermore, in March 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte had 
a bilateral meeting with HH 
the Emir during the EU-Arab 
League summit in Egypt. 

Apart from these high level 
visits I like to mention the 
people to people contacts. 
Holland is very popular 
among Kuwaiti’s as a tourist 
destination. Many Kuwaitis visit 
Amsterdam, but I would like 
to invite you to travel to other 
charming medieval cities and 
green country-side landscapes. 

In addition to tourism, the 
Embassy of the Netherlands 
in Kuwait together with 
the Kuwaiti Embassy in The 
Hague have organized the 
Diwaniya Project. Through 
which students from both 

countries sit together and 
discuss a broad range of topics, 
comparing their cultures and 
traditions, and sharing their 
hopes and ambitions. The 
project was such a success, it 
will be expanded to the whole 
Gulf region. 

The coming years the Dutch 
focus on the Gulf-region and 
Kuwait will be centered on 
three connected spearheads, 
in which the Dutch are world-
leaders: Water, Energy and 
Food. For the development of 
Kuwait, and the ‘vision 2035’, 
these three themes are crucial. 
But these are interconnected, 
so the approach should be 
comprehensive. By working 
on these themes we are 
also serving the Sustainable 
Development Goals as 
formulated by the United 
Nations. Kuwait, with its 
humanitarian tradition, is 
certainly a partner in achieving 
a cleaner, sustainable and 
better world.

Further cooperation 
between Kuwait and 
Holland is possible on many 
different levels. One of which 
is the construction of the 
ambitious Silk City project. 
Our engineering companies 
are eager to start the works. 
Currently we are waiting for the 
tenders, but we would like to 
transform the paper drawings 
into reality. I am sure that 
Dutch-Kuwaiti cooperation will 
be fruitful for many years to 
come. 

On behalf of my wife and 
the staff of the Embassy, I like 
to underline what a pleasure 
it is to live and work in Kuwait. 
The hospitality, the generosity 
and the frankness of the 
Kuwaiti’s and all the people 
we are working with is striking. 
I hope the relations between 
Kuwait and the Netherlands 
will continue to expand in the 
upcoming years. 

LOCAL

Dutch keen to partner with Kuwait for Vision 2035

BY FRANS POTUYT
Ambassador of Netherlands 
to Kuwait
Special to The Times, Kuwait

Ambassador of the Netherlands H.E. 
Frans Potuyt and Anita de Vogel 

held a  gala celebration at their residence 
last week to celebrate the birthday 
of H.M. King Willem-Alexander of the 
Netherlands. The ambassador’s residence 
took on a festive look with the large 
gathering of invitees enjoying the lively 
atmosphere and pleasant weather.

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador 
Potuyt praised the bilateral ties between 

the Netherlands and Kuwait and pointed 
to the various opportunities that exist for 
further cooperation in several areas.

He also disclosed that the Netherlands 
witnesses a large number of Kuwaiti 
visitors every year, and welcomes them 
with open arms.

Reem Al Khaled from the Kuwait 
ministry of foreign affairs also spoke about 
the close and friendly relations between  
the two countries.

Reception held to mark birthday
of the Netherlands king 
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A Life Skills workshop was 
conducted at Salmiya 
Indian Model School 

(SIMS) in collaboration with 
Universal Institute for Private 
Training and Sky Education 
Foundation, Mumbai on 20 
April. 

The workshop was attended 
by a number of representatives 
from Indian, bilingual, Pakistani 
and British Curriculum schools.

The Director of SIMS, Dr. 
Anis Ahmed introduced Sky 
Education and Mrs. Mazhar of 
Universal institute welcomed all 
the respected guests who had 
spared their valuable time. 

Co-founder of Sky Education 
Danish Aga then took up the 
workshop explaining the 
importance of life skills in 
today’s world and engaging 
the attendees with some 

interesting activities. He also 
explained that Sky Education 
Life skills curriculum was created 
to achieve UN sustainable 
development goals based on 
the guidelines of WHO World 
Health Organization and the 
schools could contact Universal 
institute for further contact and 
details.

The audience actively 
participated in the workshop 
and came to the conclusion 
that life skills are the key to 
a successful life today and 
tomorrow. At the end of 
the program, a certificate of 
participation was awarded to all 
attendees.

LOCAL

Life skills workshop at SIMS 

The American Business 
Council Kuwait (ABCK) – 

AmCham Kuwait held its April 
Speaker Series on ‘50 Ways 
to Fight Bias’ on 23 April, at 
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel 
& Spa, in attendance of 30 ABCK 
members and non-members.

In his opening statements, 
ABCK’s Chairman Oswaldo 
Rueda thanked the guests 
for attending the event and 
then introduced ABCK’s guest 
speaker- Lieutenant Colonel 
Melody Mitchell, Regional 
Leader and Founder of Lean 
In Kuwait, an initiative created 
to support every gender in 
order for them to pursue their 
dreams without bias or other 
barriers that could interfere 
with their goals. 

Lt. Col. Mitchell initiated the 
workshop as she explained 
that this activity would help 
individuals confront gender 

bias at work, as she would be 
providing concrete steps to 
address different forms of bias. 
In her workshop she provided 
an explanation for 6 types of 
biases: Likeability, Performance, 
Maternal, Attribution, Affinity, 
and Double Discriminatory & 
Intersectionality biases. 

It was an interactive session 
where the attendees had the 
chance to debate among each 
other followed by filling out 
commitment cards with an 

action to confront any type of 
bias. The workshop concluded 
with a group photo of the 
attendees.

Mr. Rueda then thanked Lt. 
Col. Mitchell for her workshop 
and called on ABCK’s Executive 
Director, Esra Cavdarli Menke, 
and Vice Chair, Fred Shuaibi, 
to recognize and thank the 
Lieutenant Colonel for her 
contribution to ABCK. Guests 
then enjoyed a fabulous buffet 
and networking.

ABCK holds interactive
session on overcoming bias

RICKY LAXA
STAFF WRITER

The 7th ASEAN Futzal Tournament kicked 
off Saturday morning with four teams, with 
each team comprising of members from 

three embassies. The White  Team included the 
embassies of Indonesia, Myanmar, and China; the 
Blue Team had embassies of Philippines, Cambodia 
and Malaysia; the Green team comprised of  
Vietnam, Brunei and Japan; and the  Red team had 
members from the embassies of Thailand, Laos 
and South Korea. Head of the Sports Committee 
of Hawally Disabled Club Anwar Al Mutawa graced 
the occasion as chief guest.

The sports event commenced with the brief 
remarks from the Chairperson of the ASEAN 
countries in Kuwait and Ambassador of Thailand 
H.E. Dusit Manapan,  followed by the presentation 
of token of appreciation to Al Mutawa. Fitness 
trainers from My lady Gym led the warm up for 

the whole community. The tournament lasted two 
hours and when results were announced, the third 
runner up prize was awarded to the Blue team 
by the Ambassador of Brunei, the second runner 
up prize was presented to the Red team by the 
Ambassador of Cambodia, the first runner was the 
White team which was awarded the prize by the 
Ambassador of Thailand, while the Champion title 
was awarded to the Green team by Al Mutawa.The 
Golden Boot award was awarded to Viengsavan 
Pornwilia from the Embassy of Laos by the Charge 
D’ Affaires of Indonesia.

Foods from different embassies were available 
to the crowd who attended the event and with 
the special participation of seven chefs from 
CEE Network Kuwait who gave out free samples 
of pastries and breads to the community. The 
Thai envoy thanked everyone for coming and 
participating in the event. Embassies of China and 
South Korea apologized for not being able to send 
participants to the occasion.

ASEAN Futzal Tournament 
brings out embassy stars
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WORKSHOP: BASIC BEADMAKING 
IN 90 MINUTES

Ramadan is just around the corner. It is a special 
time to focus inward spiritually and to connect 
with family and friends as the pace changes. 
For many years, our guests spend time before 
Iftar doing creative activities. 
This Ramadan with our newly built Studios we 
have designed 90 Minute Beadmaking Sessions 
to keep you engaged and creative!
From 11 AM to 5 PM you can book a session and 
learn to make some beautiful glass beads.

Date: 6 May
Time: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Location: Yarmouk Cultural Centre

ART: MONOPRINTING

As an inclusive and community-driven cultural 
institution, the Centre is launching ‘Sanad’: 
an interactive platform aiming to engage 
retired individuals through social, cultural, and 
recreational activities. ‘Sanad’ is currently holding 
sessions dedicated to ladies. 

Date: 6 May, 13 May & 20 May
Time:10:00 am -12:00 pm
Venue: Fine Arts Center

RAMADAN ECO ART CAMP

This camp is a special opportunity for your 
little ones to grow, they will learn in a safe fun 
environment: where they can express their 
creativity, become more independent, learn new 
skills and even make new friends on the way. In 
our Ramadan Eco Art Camp, campers will work 
with up-cycled art, nature art, photography, 
puppet-making, performance therapy, 
mindfulness and art studio fundamentals!

Date: 7 May (Throughout Ramadan, every 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays)
Time: 02:00 pm – 05:00 pm 
Venue: Manifesto 13

CLASS: FASHION DESIGN

Do you love fashion? Last chance to join our 
Fashion Design course! If you’re between 10-15 
join our beautiful course on the basics of fashion 
design sketching and creation! The month-long 
course will end with a private fashion show for all 
students and their families. 
DM for registration or call +965 65652524 
Age: 10-15 
Date: From 8 May (Wednesday’s and 
Saturdays throughout May )
Time: 7:00 pm -9:00 pm
Venue: Manifesto 13

WORKSHOP: FUNDAMENTAL OF 
DIGITAL PAINTING

Resident Artist OMAR F ABDULLAH specializes 
in art medium, and his instruction is sure to take 
your skills to the next level, no matter what point 
you’re starting from. 

Age: 15+ 
Date:10 May
Time: 8:00 pm -10:00 PM
Location: Manifesto 13

MOSTARR’S WORKSHOP 

LAST CHANCE to join MoSTARR’s Workshop of 
Awesomeness!
You’ll be working with MoSTARR to create your 
very own comic book character—starting from a 
small A4 sketch and scaling it till it’s bigger than 
you!

Price – 100 KD
Date:12 May
Time:10:00 am -12:00 pm
Location: Manifesto 13

WOMEN FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

The 2019 Women Football Tournament will be 
hosted at Jaber AlAhmad Fields in Arthiya from 
May 12th to May 23rd, 2019. This is the fourth 
edition of the tournament, which is open to any 
team or individual who would like to register. 
Individual registrations will be placed on a team 
of individuals put together by the organizers.
Date: 12 May – 23 May
Time: 9:00-11:00 pm
Location: Jaber AlAhmad Fields in Arthiya

FEMINISTS DON’T WEAR PINK

Feminists Don’t Wear Pink and Other Lies is a 
collection of essays and experiences written 
by a variety of female voices dwelling on their 
personal relationships with feminism.
Read the book and then join us to discuss the 
essays and what the F-word means to you.

Date: 07 May, 2019
Time: 9:00-11:00 PM
Venue: Sirdab Lab

Telangana Chaitanya Sravanthi (TCS) 
Kuwait celebrated their Annual Day  

along with Ugadi festival on 18 April, at 
Fintas Community Hall, in the presence 
of a large gathering of members, 
families, friends and well wishers, as well 
as special invitees.

Chief Guest at the event was J. 
Ramesh, a well-known singer and 
mimicry artist, who was flown down from 
Hyderabad especially for participating 
in the celebrations marking the 4th 
anniversary of TCS.  Attache at the Indian 
Embassy Satish Mahajan, Special Guest 
J. Ramesh and Dr. Indeevar, from Al Soor 
Dental Clinic, inaugurated the event by 
lighting the traditional lamp along with 
the executive committee members. 

The event commenced with a 
pleasant rendition of a song evoking the 
blessings of Ganesha by the budding 
singers Niveditha and Saanvitha. It was 
followed by the Telangana prayer Song. 
The compeers Surrender Pachunuri and 
Sreevani Sripada Rao then gave a brief on 
the program and made some important 
announcements.

Vice President of TCS Origanti Ramesh 
welcomed the honorable guests, 
sponsors and other attendees and 
wished them on the occasion of the 
Ugadi, which is the beginning day of the 
Telugu New Year. 

President of TCS Kondal Reddy then 
thanked Mr. Ramesh for accepting their 
invitation to be part of these celebrations. 

He elaborated on the arduous journey 
of TCS, that culminated in its present 
status and requested all the members 
to come more openly to support the 
association and be an active member 
in all its tasks. Finally he thanked the 
sponsors for their support. Children then 
performed various cultural programs 
including popular songs and dances 
that entertained the crowd. The chief 
guest then displayed a superb, hour-long 
mimicry performance that was very well 
received by the audience.

Souvenir marking the 4th anniversary 
of TCS was released by the distinguished 
guests, sponsors and executive council 
members and distributed to members 
and friends. 

TCS celebrates 4th anniversary and Ugadi festival Glinks offers opportunities 
to study abroad 
Glinks International, 

a first-rate 
educational 
consultancy firm, 
wants to help students 
reach their dream 
career by facilitating 
their chosen 
educational path in 
leading institutions 
abroad. The firm 
provides a broad 
range of services 
including assessment, 
program/institution 
selection, admission, 
scholarship eligibility, 
accommodation and 
visa assistance among others. 

Applications are still open for admissions for a few institutions. International 
applicants are encouraged to apply for admission as early as possible before 
the deadline, closure of the admission portal or filling of seats. 

Glinks is a preferred choice among students as it is a licensed and 
accredited firm with strong partnerships with highly ranked institutions 
around the world, in countries such as Canada, New Zealand, Australia and 
USA. In addition, the firm has around eight years of experience in assisting 
students to gain acceptance in their chosen institutions overseas, and has a 
high success rate with aspiring students. 
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Asia Express Exchange, the leading financial 
services company in the Sultanate of Oman 

has announced its rebranding as LuLu Exchange 
at a gala ceremony held at Sheraton Oman on 26 
April. The name change brings all companies of 
LuLu Financial Group under the LuLu Exchange 
brand in the GCC. 

The new brand name and logo was revealed 
by the  Deputy Chairman, Central Bank of Oman, 
Sultan bin Salim bin Said al Habsi, in the presence 
of the Ambassador of India to Oman, H.E. Munu 
Mahawar, the Managing Director of LuLu Exchange, 
Adeeb Ahamed, the Director of LuLu Exchange 
Sheikh Mohammed Hamed Ali Al Ghazali and 
other dignitaries. Officials from the Royal Oman 
Police, Oman Chamber of Commerce and Ministry 
of Manpower also graced the function.

“As a brand that the world trusts, the new name 
change embodies our vision to make the lives of 
our customers better, easier and more meaningful. 
We would like to thank the Central Bank of Oman 
for allowing us this name change. We are sure that 
the residents of Oman will welcome this move, with 
their love for our brand,” said Managing Director 
Mr.  Ahamed. “The operations of the company 

will continue as is and we will continue offering the 
enhanced financial services that our customers trust. 
The refreshed brand and visual identity is an exciting 
change for us and marks a strategic pivot in our future 
direction as a financial services company,” he added.

The newly branded LuLu Exchange, which 
has 32 branches across Oman has over the years 
emerged as a preferred exchange house providing 
fast and reliable money transfer worldwide and 
foreign exchange services to a cross-section of 
society, powered by a robust network, reputed 
partners and high standards of customer care.

LuLu Exchange is part of LuLu Financial Group 
which is an ISO 9001:2015 certified global financial 
services enterprise that has its global headquarters 
in Abu Dhabi and operates more than 180 branches 
across several GCC countries such as Oman, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain as well as India, Bangladesh, 
Philippines, Seychelles, Hong Kong and Malaysia.

LuLu Exchange is also at the forefront of 
technological innovation and is currently 
working on its mobile app which will have 
various features including instant online 
transactions, payment tracking in real time and 
payment history, among others.

Asia Express Exchange rebranded 
as LuLu Exchange

Ambassador of Poland H.E. Pawel 
Lechowiz held a reception at the 
Salwa Sabah Al Ahmad Hall in 

Marina Hotel last week to celebrate the 
National Day of his country.

Addressing the distinguished gathering 
of diplomats, businessmen and well 
wishers, Ambassador Lechowiz pointed 
out that 228 years ago on 3 May, Poland 
had adopted a progressive constitution 
that is celebrated by the people every year. 
He elaborated on the various success that 
have been accomplished over the years by 

the people and the nation.
Ambassador Lechowiz also highlighted 

the strong, deep-rooted and friendly 
bilateral relations with Kuwait, established 
over the past 56 years of their ties. He 
pointed out that the Polish community in 
Kuwait comprising of doctors, engineers, 
artists and scholars are happy to contribute 
to Kuwait’s development.

Assistant Foreign Minister Reem Al 
Khaled praised the strong and friendly ties 
between the two nations that were further 
strengthening with time.

Reception commemorates 
Polish National Day

RICKY LAXA
STAFF WRITER

The Philippine Overseas Labor Office in Kuwait 
has reported a significant decrease in the 
number of Filipina women staying in shelter 

over the past few months. Officer in Charge Labor 
Attaché Teresa Olgado credited the fall in numbers 
to a closer and better relationship between Kuwait 
and Philippines. The Times Kuwait interviewed 
Olgado on the matter.

The Times Kuwait: After the dispute between 
Kuwait and Philippines has been resolved, how 
many Filipina wards were left in the care of the 
shelter?

Teresa Olgado: The number varied as we 
continuously processed their repatriation but about 
800 were left and awaited their return to Philippines. 

The Times Kuwait:  How many are currently 
seeking care in the shelter?

Teresa Olgado: We currently provide care to 173 
and another substantial number will be repatriated 
this coming week. Kuwait government has been 
very helpful in speeding up the process and we 
laud them for their generous cooperation. We also 
thank our hard working staff, including John Vincent 
Baginda, Welfare Officers and the whole team of 
Philippine Overseas Labor Office who tirelessly work 
on resolving concerns and issues of our wards so 
that their stay in the shelter is shorter and they can 
come home to their families at the soonest. 

The Times Kuwait: What is the average number 
of Filipina women who come to the center seeking 
shelter daily?

Teresa Olgado: It used to be an average of 5 to 8 
or more, but this has also dropped significantly, 
in some days there are as few as one or two and 
on some days there are none. This is a very good 
indication that the working condition of our workers 
have improved.

The Times Kuwait: What are the common concerns 
of these women?

Teresa Olgado: Not enough rest or overworked, 
theft cases, travel bans and no day offs, but cases of 
physical abuses have also decreased in numbers and 
at times hardly any cases are reported by workers 
and these are under the auspices of the Assistance 
to nationals Unit of the Philippine Embassy.

The Times Kuwait: What could have caused all 
these major changes?

Teresa Olgado: After the dispute between both 
countries, better communication, and mutual 
relationship has been renewed and procedures are 
being followed in accordance with the agreements 
made. We have also narrowed our numbers of 
recruitment agencies and strict measures have 
been implemented to ensure the protection, safety 
and welfare of our workers. We continuously work 
side by side with Kuwait government and they have 
been very helpful.

The Times Kuwait: Could you give a brief message 
to all the Filipino works in Kuwait.

Teresa Olgado: The Philippine Overseas Labor 
Office (POLO) is here to help you with whatever 
concerns you may have or need and require us to 
address. We do not promise that we can resolve all 
issues but with the good working conditions we 
share with Kuwait, we are hopeful that we can find 
common ground to work out a solution. Please do 
not hesitate to come to POLO and we will try and 
exert all possible avenues available to resolve your 
concerns and issues. 

Numbers of Filipina women in 
shelter decreases significantly
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Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) 
hosted an ‘Amazing Thailand’ 
roadshow over the weekend at the J W 

Marriott Hotel in downtown Kuwait City. Some 
of Thailand’s best known hotels and hospitals 
showcased their properties and services to 
the local Kuwait travel market.

The beautiful evening showcased 
Thailand’s diverse and unique offerings that 
had the guests experience true Thai hospitality. 
The Deputy Governor for International 

Marketing at TAT, Srisuda Wanapinyosak, flew 
in specially for the occasion.

She expressed her happiness to be part of 
the event that showcased Thailand’s warm 
and amazing hospitality. Guests were in for a 
surprise with an outstanding entertainment 
performance by the world renowned artist 
Tachaya Pratumwan. His deft and creative 
genius was an absolute treat to watch.

Welcoming the audience Ambassador of 
Thailand H.E. Dusit Manapan spoke about 

the excellent facilities that Thailand provided 
to tourists, and whih made it a destination 
of choice worldwide. He thanked the tour 
operators for their support and patronage to 
Thailand.

Artitaya Intaratoot from TAT Dubai hosted 
the evening making it entertaining and fun 
for the guests. A sumptuous sit-down dinner 
with Thai cuisine complemented the excellent 
evening with traditional Thai dances and great 
prizes.

LOCAL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

end regardless of whether President Bashar Al 
Assad stays in power or not. Instead of spending 
time, money and effort on regional conflicts, the 
survey data suggest that young Arabs want their 
governments to focus more on local economic 
issues, namely jobs and rising cost of living, the two 
issues seen as the largest obstacles facing the region. 

Young Arabs also have high expectations for 
their governments to deliver on the economic 
matters, as 78 percent say it is their government’s 
responsibility to provide jobs to all citizens; 78 
percent also say they expect energy subsidies; 
60 percent say their government must provide 
housing to all; and one in three (33 percent) even 
say it is their government’s duty to provide financial 
debt repayment to all citizens. In the eyes of many 
young Arabs, their governments are currently 
falling short of meeting their expectations as 
nearly two in three (65 percent) say their country 
is not doing enough to help young families (83 
percent in the Levant, 74 percent in North Africa, 
and 39 percent in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
[GCC] countries).  

The 2019 survey also explores how young Arabs 
perceive other countries in the region and outside 
the Middle East. For the eighth year running, the 
United Arab Emirates is seen as the top country 

to live in and for other countries to emulate. More 
than nine in 10 (93 percent) young Arabs also 
say the UAE is an ally of their country. Nearly as 
many young Arabs view Egypt (84 percent) and 
Saudi Arabia (80 percent) as allies to their country. 
Meanwhile, a strong majority say the United States 
is an adversary (59 percent) rather than an ally (41 
percent). In fact, the views about United States 
among Arab youth are nearly as polarizing as the 
views on Iran (67 percent adversary vs. 32 percent 
ally); and when asked whether US or Russia is a 
stronger ally of their country, young Arabs are 
just as likely to select Russia (37 percent) as the US 
(38 percent), with another 25 percent saying that 
neither of the two global powers are an ally. 

For the first time in the history of the survey, 
Arab youth’s attitudes towards such issues as drug 
usage and mental health were explored. More 
than half (57 percent) of young Arabs say that drug 
usage among young people in their country is on 
the rise, and 57 percent also say that drugs are 
easy to obtain in their country. The perceived rise 
of drug use among youth is particularly prevalent 
in the Levant (76 percent) and North Africa (59 
percent).  

When asked about mental health issues, a 
majority (54 percent) say accessing quality medical 
care for mental health issues is difficult in their 
country, and this was made even more difficult by 

the fact that half (50 percent) of Arab youth say 
there is a stigma around seeking medical care for 
mental health issues, such as anxiety or depression. 
The survey reveals that mental health is not an 
issue on the margins, as nearly one in three (31 
percent) say they know someone suffering from 
mental health issues. 

Other key findings from this year’s Survey 
include: 

• Three in four young Arabs are concerned 
about the quality of education in their country, 
and two in three say they would prefer to pursue 
higher education outside their country

• Arab youth view Saudi Arabia and the US as 
the two nations increasing their influence in the 
region more than any other countries

• Young Arabs are driving the region’s 
e-commerce boom and are beginning to prefer 
paying by card rather than cash when shopping 
online

• Among Arab youth, social media is more 
popular and seen as more trustworthy than 
traditional media

For 11 years, the Arab Youth Survey has provided 
insights into the hopes, fears and aspirations of 
the region’s youth, said ASDA’A BCW President 
Sunil John, “This year’s finding show that youth 
are looking at their governments to reshuffle their 
priorities, especially when it comes to the role 

played by religion and seemingly endless conflicts 
– and they want to see change.

“Young Arabs who have grown up against a 
backdrop of extremism and geopolitical conflicts 
are tired of the region being defined by war and 
conflict,” John continued. “They say they want their 
leaders to focus on the economy and providing 
better services such as quality education and 
healthcare, and respondents, particularly in North 
Africa and the Levant, expect their governments 
to do much more to address these core concerns.” 

The 11th annual iteration of the Arab Youth 
Survey, held between 6 and 29 January of this 
year among young Arab nationals aged 18 to 24 
in 15 states in the MENA region, with a equal split 
between both genders is a timely and in-depth 
trove of information. The insights provided by the 
survey reflect the views of young people living in 
one of the most complex regions in the world. The 
information that surfaced out of the study should 
provide important context for policy makers and 
business leaders as they work to understand and 
connect with this next generation of leaders.

With 65 percent of the Arab population under 
the age of 30, the survey presents evidence-based 
insights into the attitudes of Arab youth, providing 
public and private sector organizations with data 
and analysis to inform their decision-making and 
policy creation.

Youth urges religious reform, demand governments deliver on economy

Roadshow reinforces Thailand as destination of choice

AlSayer opens 
state-of-the-art 
Fahaheel center
Mohamed Naser Al Sayer & Sons, a subsidiary of 

ALSAYER Holding held an opening ceremony 
and press conference to launch the mega Toyota 
Center. The center which is centrally located in 
Fahaheel at the automotive services area, features 
Toyota quick lube, quick service, mechanical repairs, 
Yokohama tire fitment and genuine spare parts and 
accessories outlet.

The event was attended by ALSAYER Board 
Director and CEOMubarak Naser Al Sayer, Delegate 
from Toyota Motor Corporation and the Field 
Operations Manager from Bahrain Regional Office 
Masyuki Fukumori, top management members 
of Al Sayer Group,  including COO Bengt Schultz, 
Business Director Toyota Group Service Division, 
Ibrahim Al Fouzan, Business Director Group 
Spare Parts Accessories and Logistics, Desmond 
Lew  General Manager AlSayer Engineering 
Company,Krishna Kumar, valued business partners 
along with representatives from the media.

Speaking on the occasion Mubarak Naser 
Al-Sayer said:“ALSAYER could not have grown 
its business in Kuwait without the support from 

government, society, business partners and 
customers. On behalf of the Chairman and Board 
of Directors I thank you for your patronage. Today 
consumers are looking for different services and 
products to match their individual lifestyles. So, 
addressing their needs is the key to our growth in 
every segment that we compete in. Fahaheel in 
Ahmadi Governorate is undergoing tremendous 
development. Residential projects and commercial 
establishments are increasing. Today, we announce 
the launch of our newest service center in Fahaheel, 
our second Service facility in this governorate. We 
look forward to driving positive changes in the 
automotive business around this area.”

For his part, Mr. Schultz said“We intend to grow 
our network of showrooms and service facilities to 
stay close to our customers by being a part of their 
neighborhood. We all at Alsayer, from the members 
of the board down to every single member of team, 
is focusing on one thing only — delivering an 
unsurpassed customer experience.  As our friends 
from Toyota Japan says, “Putting a smile on every 
customers face.”

Al Fouzan added: “We feel extremely proud 
that we have accomplished two business goals 
with the opening of this center — contribute to 
the development of automotive business in this 
region by offering best service solutions for our 
customers, and adopting environment friendly 
business practices taking in to consideration safety 
of employees, customers and society.”

Governance is not authority, but responsibility; 
the constitution is not a do-it-yourself manual; 

acquiring power to control human beings is politics”, 
these were some of the pithy comments made 
by formerSupreme Court of India Justice Jasti 
Chelameswar during the ‘Candour 2019’ event held 
in Kuwait recently.

During a five-day visit to Kuwait, Justice 
Chelameswar delivered the keynote address on 
the topic ‘Constitutional Challenges in India’, at 
the ‘Candour 2019’ event organized by Progressive 
Professional Forum Kuwait (PPF). The function was 
held at the Al-Najath School Mangaf on 26 April.

“Indian Constitution is not just a document of ink 
on paper, but a document that written in the blood of 
martyrs of the country, spanning from Jallianwala Bagh 
in Punjab to Mappila Lahala in Kerala. It is a document 
containing a philosophy, political goal and has cultural 
connotations. It is the guideline for the central and 
state governments to carry on their duties to achieve 
social, political, legal and economic ideals outlined 
in the preamble. Those who are chosen to be the 
members of the administration are commanded by 
the constitution to achieve the principles enshrined in 
the preamble,” said the justice.

Human beings are not necessarily democrats. 
Acquiring power to control human being is politics. 
The role of money in electoral politics and the abuse 
of power by those who are given the political mandate 
with unrestricted power is a challenge. Greater the 
money threat in the electoral process, the greater will 
be the threat to the independence of constitutional 
institutions, especially the judiciary. Thus the choosing 
of right candidate through electoral process is 
important. If the leadership is purchased through 
money power and the law makers have no interests in 
the welfare of common public, the policies formed by 
them will not be for the masses of the country but to 
protect limited and desired interests.

A souvenir to commemorate the occasion,‘Candour- 
2019’,  was also released during the function by Justice 
Chelameswar.

Governance is not authority 
but responsibility
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Smelling 
with your tongue

A new study suggests that besides tasting, 
the human tongue may be able to smell its 

environment. Many animals already taste and smell 
their surroundings through the same organ in their 
body. For instance, crabs capture smells through 
the sensory bristles on their antennae, while snakes, 
although they do have nostrils, actually smell better 
through their mouths, ‘fishing’ for scents with their 
forked tongues.

In humans taste and smell were considered as  
complementary senses that operate individually. 
Olfactory (smell) inputs from the nostrils and gustatory 
(taste) inputs from the tongue interact in the brain 
to create a complete picture of what, for example, a 
person is preparing to eat or drink.

Studies published earlier have shown that when 
scientists removed the taste cortex from the brains 
of rats, this affected not only the animals’ ability to 
perceive taste but also their sense of smell.

Similar research has now led other researchers to 
investigate whether mammals — including humans 
— can also smell with their tongues. In the new study, 
the research team used both genetic and biochemical 
techniques to determine whether the taste buds of mice, 
called mouse taste papilla cells, might be able to respond 
to odor molecules. They then tested laboratory cultures 
of human fungiform taste papilla cells.

First, the researchers found that mouse taste papilla 
cells actually contained olfactory receptors and that 
the same was true of the cultured human taste cells. 
Following this, the team used a scientific technique 
called calcium imaging to assess how the cultured taste 
cells responded to odor molecules, which revealed that 
the taste cells interacted with them in a very similar way 
to regular smell receptor cells.

Further experiments also showed, for the first time, 
that one taste cell can contain receptors for both smell 
and taste. This discovery could help shed new light on 
just how closely taste and smell work together to alert 
us to the desirability of a particular food, for instance. 
The presence of olfactory receptors and taste receptors 
in the same cell provides exciting opportunities to 
study interactions between odor and taste stimuli on 
the tongue. The research may help explain how odor 
molecules modulate taste perception and could 

lead to the development of odor-based taste 
modifiers that can help combat the excess salt, 

sugar, and fat intake associated with diet-
related diseases, such as obesity 

and diabetes.

This year marks the 24th anniversary 
of Taiwan’s implementation of 
universal health coverage. Taiwan’s 

National Health Insurance (NHI) covers 
the full spectrum of essential and high-
quality health services, from prevention 
and treatment to rehabilitation and 
palliative care.

In the 1960s, Taiwan’s progressive health 
sector began the process of incorporating 
laborers, farmers, and government 
employees into the health insurance 
system. It is now widely regarded as one 
of the best in the world and has been 
consistently ranked high in terms of access 
to healthcare and in efficiency of medical 
services. 

The success of Taiwan’s NHI can be 
attributed to several key factors. First, 
it adopted a single-payer model with 
contributions from individuals, employers, 
and the government. A supplementary 
premium is also charged based on payers’ 
income levels. Second, to control medical 
expenses, a budget payment system was 
adopted to set caps on healthcare costs 
paid by the government. Under these caps, 
Taiwan’s medical expenses accounted for 
only 6.4 percent of GDP in 2017, lower than 
the OECD average. In the same year, the 
NHI’s administrative costs were kept under 
1 percent of its total budget, and the public 
satisfaction rate was 86 percent. Third, the 
NHI’s integrated preventive health care 
services and the ‘pay for performance’ 
programs have ensured a high quality of 
healthcare and encouraged continued 
improvement of health standards. Fourth, 
to reduce health inequalities, premium 
subsidies are provided to disadvantaged 

groups such as low-income households 
and the unemployed.

The provision of preventive and primary 
healthcare is the most cost-efficient 
approach to achieving universal health 
coverage. Taiwan’s Ministry of Health and 
Welfare has developed tools utilizing 
artificial intelligence and cloud computing 
to access the massive databases it has 
built over the past 24 years. For instance, 
the MediCloud system was launched 
to enable healthcare providers to query 
patients’ medical records within the NHI 
system, while the PharmaCloud system 
provides prescription drug information 
to physicians and pharmacists. Currently, 
through digital cloud tools, community-
based primary care providers in Taiwan 
can retrieve test reports, including CT 
scans, MRIs, ultrasounds, gastroscopies, 
colonoscopies and X-rays, from secondary 
and tertiary institutions and receive 
prescription information.

These digital health technologies have 
enhanced care services in many ways. 
They have improved the quality of care 
and reduced costs, in terms of both time 
and money, by properly matching health 
services with the locations where these 
services are provided. They have also 
lowered the potential risks arising from 
repeated examinations. Related systems 
are patient-centered, meaning that 
they are organized around the complex 
needs and expectations of patients and 
communities, helping realize the concept 
of good hospitals in the community and 
good doctors in the neighborhood.

Taiwan has learned how to utilize its 
competitive advantages in information 

technology and medicine to deliver 
better care and enhance the health of 
the overall population. In response to the 
goals set by the Health Workforce 2030 
of the World Health Organization (WHO), 
Taiwan has also provided scholarships for 
in-service programs and higher education 
to thousands of people, both Taiwanese 
and foreign nationals, in fields such as 
medicine, nursing, dentistry, healthcare 
administration and public health.

At a time when achieving universal 
health coverage has never been more 
urgent and important, Taiwan has actively 
sought to share its first-rate experience in 
healthcare reform. Regrettably, political 
obstruction has deprived Taiwan of the 
right to participate in and contribute to the 
World Health Assembly  WHO’s decision-
making body. In the past two years, 
WHO has denied Taiwanese delegates, 
who represent the 23 million citizens of a 
democratic and peaceful country, access 
to the assembly. Nevertheless, Taiwan 
remains committed to enhancing regional 
and global health cooperation, sharing 
its experience and capacity in healthcare 
reform with countries in need, and making 
universal health coverage a reality by 2030.

Against this backdrop, we urge WHO to 
respond favorably to the widespread calls 
for Taiwan’s inclusion in the World Health 
Assembly and related technical meetings, 
mechanisms and activities. WHO should 
abide by its own principles of inclusiveness 
and universal participation. Taiwan is 
a worthy and reliable partner that can 
help countries around the world achieve 
the meaningful goal of universal health 
coverage by 2030.

Taiwan’s Advances
in Digital Healthcare

A simple injection that can help regrow 
damaged tissue has long been the dream 

of physicians and patients alike. A new study by 
researchers at UBC Okanagan in Canada moves 
that dream closer to reality with a device that 
makes encapsulating cells much faster, cheaper 
and more effective.

The idea of injecting different kinds of 
tissue cells is an enticing concept because 
by introducing cells into damaged tissue, we 
can supercharge the body’s own processes to 
regrow and repair an injury. Everything from 
broken bones to torn ligaments could benefit 
from this kind of approach and suggests 
even whole organs could be repaired as the 
technology improves.The problem is that cells 

on their own are delicate and tend not to survive 
when injected directly into the body.

To ensure survival, they need to be encased 
in a coating that protects them from physical 
damage and from the body’s own immune 
system. But designing this level of protection is 

extremely expensive and time consuming. The 
research team has now developed an automated 
encapsulation device that encases many cells in 
a microgel using a specialized blue laser and 
purifies them to produce a clean useable sample 
in just a few minutes. The advantage of their 
system is that over 85 percent of the cells survive 
and the process can be easily scaled up.

The team is already looking at the next step, 
which will be to embed different kinds of stem 
cells — cells that have not yet differentiated 
into specific tissue types — into the microgels 
alongside specialized proteins or hormones 
called growth factors. The idea is to help the stem 
cells transform into the appropriate tissue type 
once they are injected.

Engineers make injectable tissues a reality

Taiwan’s
Health and 
Welfare Minister 
Chen Shih-chung



10
05 - 11 May, 2019             The Times Kuwait

www.timeskuwait.comVIEWPOINT

China and the US alone 
account for almost all of 
the world’s technological 
entrepreneurship. In the 

field of innovation, 
we are quickly moving 

toward a G2 world.

growth, when the real issue is the increasingly acute 
segregation by firm type.

A world in which technological know-how, 
innovation, and productivity growth are heavily 
clustered is more zero-sum — and thus more 
prone to geopolitical competition. The regions 
that attract talent effectively cut everyone 
else out of the technology transfer process, 
thereby producing a few big winners that are 
able to achieve rapid productivity growth and 
competitive dominance. Under these conditions, 
Sino-American competition for talent and frontier 
firms is increasingly inevitable.

Further compounding the problem is the fact 
that China is not a democracy. The government is 
using cutting-edge technology not only to repress 
dissent and monitor the population, but also to 

respond to citizens’ needs and improve public 
services. By helping officials manage increasingly 
complex social, political, and economic systems 
with near-complete information, these technologies 
nullify the forces that brought an end to earlier 
authoritarian systems, not least the Soviet Union. 
It might well be that AI and big data are boons to 
authoritarian regimes.

We should brace ourselves for the coming 
conflict. Like the original Cold War, the contest 
between the US and China for technological 
dominance will produce ripple effects worldwide, 
potentially leading to a sharper backlash against 
globalization — one that adds national-security 
concerns to distributive grievances. The temptation 
will be to break up global markets, and retreat to 
islands of proprietary data and technologies.

Indeed, America and Europe’s longstanding 
support for open markets and their belief in strict 
competition policy will be put to the test. Will 
European and US markets remain open to Chinese 
firms? Will Western antitrust authorities break up their 
countries’ tech giants at the risk of ceding the global 
market to Chinese national champions? Much will 
depend on China’s willingness to level the playing 
field at home, which would mean pursuing economic 
liberalization and curtailing politically motivated state 
intervention in the economy. As matters stand, China 
appears to be heading in the opposite direction.

If an authoritarian regime excels in the 
technological race, and if emerging technologies 
enable it to deliver better governance without the 
need for more political openness, governments 
around the world will take note. That is why the 
looming technological cold war will not just 
be about amassing data and talent to achieve 
economic and geostrategic primacy; like the 
original Cold War, it will also be about the future of 
liberal democracy.

Lurking behind the Trump 
administration’s trade conflict with 
China lies an abiding fear that the 

United States could be losing its advantage 
in the global technology race. And it is not 
just Trump. In US policymaking circles more 
broadly, China’s ‘Made in China 2025’ policy 
— intended to ensure Chinese dominance 
in cyber capabilities, artificial intelligence 
(AI), aeronautics, and other frontier sectors 
— is viewed not just as an economic 
challenge, but as a geopolitical threat. 
Everything from US telecommunications 
infrastructure and intellectual property to 
America’s military position in East Asia are 
considered to be at risk.

The fact that technology is driving 
geopolitical tensions runs against 
the predictions of many scholars and 
policymakers. As recently as the mid-
2000s, some suspected that geography 
would no longer play a meaningful role 
in the functioning of global markets. 
Globalization and technology would lead 
to a ‘flat’ world with perfect competition, 

where talent would automatically spread 
evenly across regions and frontiers; skilled 
workers would connect to productive 
processes remotely and only when needed.

In fact, talent in the twenty-first century 
is more unevenly distributed than ever 
before. A few key hubs — Cambridge, 

Massachusetts; Silicon Valley; Shenzhen in 
China — are now host to a significant share 
of the world’s high-skilled digital and tech 
workers. It is not entirely clear why this is 
happening. But some scholars have begun 
to attribute the concentration of digital 
talent to the role of ‘tacit knowledge’: 
insider know-how such as the industry 
practices and procedures, or technical 
expertise that is valuable only under very 
specific conditions.

As knowledge has become increasingly 
clustered, so, too, has technological 
research and the commercial development 
of new innovations. This trend can be 
measured by the number of unicorns — 
startup firms with a valuation of at least $1 
billion — appearing in particular regions 
of the world. By that metric, China and 
the US alone account for almost all of the 
world’s technological entrepreneurship. 
In the field of innovation, we are quickly 
moving toward a G2 world.

Moreover, there is growing evidence 
that productivity growth is becoming 
concentrated within companies that have 
leveraged digital technologies to scale. Over 
the past decade, a narrow cohort of what the 
OECD calls “frontier firms” have accounted for 
almost all productivity growth globally, while 
“laggard companies”, basically all other firms, 
have made essentially no productivity gains 
at all. This imbalance has created the illusion 
of an aggregate slowdown in productivity 

The Coming Technological Cold War
MANUEL MUÑIZ
Dean of the IE School of Global and Public 
Affairs in Madrid and Senior Associate at the 
Belfer Center for Science and International 
Affairs at the Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government.

EXCLUSIVE to THE TIMES KUWAIT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah attended and patronized the 
inauguration ceremony of Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Causeway on 1 May, in  presence of  His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al- aber Al-
Sabah, the National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanim, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber 
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and in the company 
of visiting South Korean Prime Minister Lee Nak-yeon, 
President of the French Senate Gerard Larcher and 
the Minister of Public Works and Minister of State for 
Housing Jenan Boushiri ,along with a host of senior 
state officials.

The new causeway, which is dedicated to the 
memory of late amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
is the fourth largest sea-bridge in the world. Built 
at a total cost of US$3.6 billion, the bridge connects 
Kuwait City across the Bay to the northern Subiyah 
area where the proposed $100 billion Silk City, the 
Mubarak Al Kabir Port on Boubiyan Island and a major 
free trade zone are to be located. The bridge will cut 
driving time between the capital and the northern 
area to just under 30 minutes from the more than two 
hours it currently takes.

The causeway, Kuwait’s largest construction 
project to date, was designed by Paris-based 
engineering and consulting group Systra, and built 
by a consortium led by South Korea’s Hyundai 
Engineering and Construction Company along with 
Kuwait’s Combined Group Contracting Company.

The Al-Jaber Causeway will act as a catalyst to 
growth and development in the northern region and 
will serve as an impetus to the country’s ambitious 
New Kuwait 2035 plan. The  strategic 2035 plan 
aims to realize the vision of His Highness the Amir 
to transform Kuwait into a financial, commercial and 
cultural hub in the region by 2035.

Crucial to the New Kuwait vision is the 
development of Silk City, which encompasses an 
international airport, a duty-free area linked to 
Mubarak Al-Kabir Port on Boubyan Island, business, 

leisure and hospitality centers and residential areas 
accomodating voer 700,000 people. The city also 
envisions being surrounded by nature and wild-life 
reserves, and specialized areas for education, health 
and industry, as well as having at its center he iconic 
Burj Mubarak Al-Kabir, a residential and business 
tower that will soar over a kilometer in height. 

Addressing the event, South Korean Prime 
Minister congratulated His Highness the Amir on the 
inauguration of Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway, 
and expresssed gratitude for supporting the 
execution of the project since 2013. Mr Nak-yeon 
added the causeway would establish Kuwait as an 
international trade center connecting the Middle East 
with the rest of Asia.

Speaking on the occasion Minister Boushiri  said: 
“We are beginning a new era in building Kuwait 2035, 
under the vision of your noble Highness and your high 
guidance, bearing in mind the aspirations of citizens 
and their aspirations for a better life committed 
to building a better tomorrow for the future of our 
generations.” 

For his part, Deputy Director General of the Public 
Authority for Roads and Transportation Saud Al-Naqi 
said that the project is the new development ‘gate’ 
for the country, branding the Causeway the “artery” 
that will link Kuwait City with the Silk City, which is 
considered the future financial and commercial 
center.

The project begins from the intersection of 
Jamal Abdulnasser Street and Al-Ghazali Highway 
to the new Subiyah area. It  crosses two artificial 
islands of 280,000 square meters each, in addition 
to government buildings, green spaces and areas for 
future investment projects. 

The  main causeway across Kuwait Bay links the 
Shuwaikh Port area on the south side of the bay to 
the Subiyah area to the north. The total length of the 
main causeway is 36km of which 27km is a marine 
bridge structure. A second span, the Doha Link, 
which crosses south of Kuwait Bay and links Shuwaikh 
Port with the Doha motorway, is 13km in length and is 
predominantly a sea bridge structure.

Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway
opens to the nation
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Microsoft is planning to start 
rolling out its Windows 10 
May 2019 Update next week to 

testers before it us more broadly available 
in late May. The new update, code-
named 19H1’, is a relatively light update in 
terms of features. The big visual change 
is a new light theme for Windows 10, 
alongside Kaomoji support, a Windows 
sandbox feature, and the separation of 
Cortana and Windows search.

The latest version of Windows 10 
will also allow users to take control of 
how they get feature updates. Microsoft 
has been aggressively pushing these 
updates to machines once they qre 
ready, ensuring that consumers are on 
the very latest version of the operating 
system. That is about to change: the May 
2019 Update will now let you choose 
when to install the latest major version. 
Windows 10 users will be able to simply 
stay on an existing version and continue 
to receive monthly security updates, 
avoiding the latest feature update. 
Microsoft is also allowing Windows 10 
Home and Pro users to pause feature and 
monthly updates for up to 35 days, and 
it is introducing intelligent active hours 
so the OS can detect when you are still 
using your PC so updates do not get 
installed and annoy you. 

Windows updates have been a 
particular pain point for Windows 10 
users, and Microsoft is clearly listening 
and providing far more choice now. 
There will still be prompts to push people 
to get the latest feature update, but it will 
not be forced immediately anymore.

Microsoft is also addressing some 
of the quality issues of Windows 10 
updates that we saw throughout 2018. 
The software maker was forced to delay 
its April 2018 Update due to Blue Screen 
of Death (BSOD) issues, and then it pulled 
its October 2018 Update after a few days 
of some users complaining that files 
were being deleted. Microsoft is taking 
a far more careful approach with the 
May 2019 Update this time around. The 
update arrived to Release Preview testers 
last week, and there is now a far larger 
gap between that final test phase before 
it rolls out more broadly later in May.

That is weeks of additional testing and 
checks, instead of the days we saw with 
the last release. Microsoft is also tweaking 
the way it sorts through the thousands of 
pieces of feedback it receives each day 
about Windows updates to spot issues 
like the data loss problems from the 
October 2018 Update. On top of all of 
this, Microsoft is even launching a new 
dashboard later this month to track the 
health of Windows releases, so if you 
experience any issues, you will be able 
to check to see these against real-time 
known problems.

It is encouraging to see Microsoft 
making these changes and the 
increased transparency around 
the status of Windows updates, in 
general. While the issues we saw in 
2018 were not widespread, Microsoft 
is carefully working to avoid that from 
happening again.

Windows 10 users to get more control over future updates 

Apple reaches 
patent settlement 
with Qualcomm 
How much does an apology cost? Well, 

if you are Apple, it turns out it could 
be as much as $5 billion, which is roughly 
what Qualcomm will receive as part of the 
settlement agreement reached between the 
two companies.

The out-of-court settlement to the ugly 
patent dispute that had been going on for the 
past few years, came just as the trial between 
the two companies was opening up in court. 
The settlement amount would be separate 
from any future royalties that Apple will pay 
for using Qualcomm chips in its devices going 
forward.

Reportedly, Apple had no other option 
than to settle with Qualcomm after it became 
clear that Intel was preparing to shut down its 
mobile 5G modem production. Intel had been 
supplying the chips for wireless components in 
iPhones ever since Apple became embroiled 
in patent case with Qualcomm. With a 5G 
iPhone being readied for launch this year, 

and Qualcomm the only vendor capable of 
supplying 5G modems that meet its quality 
and quantity requirements, Apple had to eat 
humble pie and accept Qualcomm’s demands.

The settlement gives Apple a six-year global 
patent licensing agreement with Qualcomm, 
with an option to extend it for another two 
years after that; end the expensive legal fights 
with Qualcomm around the world; and obtain 
Qualcomm’s services as a parts supplier for 
future devices. 

“We are also pleased to have reached multi-
year agreements with Apple and look forward 
to continuing to support them as a customer,” 
reads a statement from Qualcomm CEO Steve 
Mollenkopf.

In case you are wondering how much the 
nearly $5 billion in settlement really is to Apple, 
it has been reported that Apple now has 
roughly 50 times that amount — $225.4 billion 
— of cash on hand alone. 

NASA would like you to take a picture of a tree, 
please. The space agency’s ICESat-2 satellite 

estimates the height of trees from space, and 
NASA has created a new tool for citizen scientists 
that can help check those measurements from 
the ground. All it takes is a smartphone, the app, 
an optional tape measure, and a tree.

Launched in September 2018, the ICESat-2 
satellite carries an instrument called ATLAS that 

shoots 60,000 pulses of light at the Earth’s surface 
every second it orbits the planet. “It’s basically a 
laser in space,” says Tom Neumann, the project 
scientist for ICESat-2 at NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center. By measuring the satellite’s position, 
the angle, and how long it takes for those laser 
beams to bounce back from the surface, scientists 
can measure the elevation of sea ice, land ice, the 
ocean, inland water, and trees. Knowing how tall 
trees are can help researchers estimate the health 
of the world’s forests and the amount of carbon 
dioxide they can soak up.

But Neumann says that a big open question 
is how good those measurements from space 
actually are. That is where the citizen science 
comes in — to help verify them. Some are more 
challenging than others. “You can’t really ask a 
bunch of school kids in Pennsylvania to go to 
Antarctica to measure the ice sheet height for you 
for a calibration,” he says. But you can ask them to 
take their smartphones outside, which is exactly 
what NASA is doing with its GLOBE Observer app. 
“You’ve got all sorts of great terrain and features 
right in your backyard that you could go out and 
do these measurements that would be useful for 
us,” Neumann says.

After you download the NASA GLOBE 
Observer app, you can choose from different 
tools that record cloud observations, mosquito 
habitats, and the landscape around you. There is 
also a new tool for measuring trees, called GLOBE 
Trees. When you first open it, an earnest tutorial 
walks you through how to calibrate the app and 
take the measurements that lets it triangulate 
tree heights. The tutorial includes helpful tips for 
things like ‘Selecting a tree’ — apparently, bent 
and broken ones do not get measured.

Once you have selected your non-broken tree 
and staked out a spot about 8 to 25 meters away, 
you hold the phone right in front of your face and 
angle it to measure the base and then the tree’s 
top. Then you take a picture, count your steps to 
the tree, log your position at its base, and the app 
spits out the tree’s height. 

NASA wants you to point
your smartphone at trees
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In higher education, Massive 
Open Online Course (MOOC) 
platforms offer the flexibility 
workers need to pursue the 

lifelong learning required by 
the twenty-first-century labor 

market.”

compensate for skills shortages in medical labor 
markets.

Tech companies have developed algorithms 
to read electrocardiograms, flagging problem 
cases for doctors. This efficiency-boosting 
technology — which enables doctors to initiate 
treatment within minutes instead of hours — is 
already proving useful in India, where hospitals 
often suffer from a lack of trained cardiologists.

Big Data analytics and machine learning also 
enable greater personalization of health services. 
Among other things, these technologies can 
help in treating noncommunicable diseases like 
diabetes and cancer, which are fast becoming the 
biggest health-care challenge facing emerging 
economies.

Similarly, innovators in online learning — a 
US$165 billion sector that is growing by 5 percent 
per year — are using disruptive technologies 
like artificial intelligence to develop advanced 
tutoring tools and improve personalization. For 
example, BYJU’S, an India-based learning app and 
a client of the International Finance Corporation 
(IFC), has taken advantage of new technologies 

to make high-quality math and science tutoring 
available to K-12 students who would otherwise 
be excluded because they live in remote areas or 
have limited mobility.

In higher education, Massive Open Online 
Course (MOOC) platforms offer the flexibility 
workers need to pursue the lifelong learning 
required by the twenty-first-century labor market. 
One such platform is Coursera (also an IFC 
client), which works with universities and other 
organizations to offer online courses.

After its launch in 2012, Coursera worked hard 
to expand into the developing world. By 2015, 
almost half of the platform’s subscribers were 
located in emerging markets. Like other MOOC 
platforms, Coursera’s business model continues 
to evolve; most recently, it added upskilling 
services for enterprises, and it has been forging 
partnerships with traditional campus-based 
institutions to develop online degrees.

Six years ago, when IFC, seeking to mobilize 
early financial support for startups offering 
products relevant to emerging markets, first 
dipped its toes in EdTech waters, the path to 
commercial sustainability was far from clear. Now, 
however, EdTech companies have successfully 
developed profitable, scalable business models 
that can be applied elsewhere.

Since its founding in 2011, for example, BYJU’S 
has become a major global player with more 
than two million subscribers, 30 million app 
downloads, and a valuation of over $5 billion. As 
we work with the private sector to close gaps 
in access to quality health care and education 
in emerging economies, such success stories 
provide useful models.

Of course, using technology to transform 
education and health care carries some risks. 
Safeguarding the privacy of patient records and 
student test scores must be a top priority. And 
no one should think that AI-enabled diagnostic 
tools will displace doctors, or that online learning 
platforms should supplant teachers, especially 
when it comes to developing the socio-emotional 
skills that tomorrow’s job market will demand.

But the potential benefits of disruptive 
technologies for economic growth, sustainability, 
and human wellbeing are simply too great to 
pass up. Considering the payoff from today’s 
investments in these areas, particularly in the 
emerging economies, the risks are undoubtedly 
worth taking.

Governments are often more 
eager to invest in physical 
infrastructure — such as roads, 

bridges, and airports — than in human 
capital, through channels like health care, 
education, and skills training. This can be 
good politics, because it enables leaders 
to deliver concrete, visible results over 
the course of a few years. But the best 
way to ensure that economies grow and 
prosper in the long term is to ensure that 
citizens are healthy and educated.

With technology’s continuing 
advance, this is becoming easier for 
governments to achieve. As the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution transforms some 
sectors (notably, manufacturing) and 
creates new fields (such as robotics, 3D 
printing, and autonomous vehicles), it is 
also enabling new approaches to health 
care and education.

Already, technology has proved 
effective for lowering costs, expanding 
access, and improving quality in both 

the education and health care fields. The 
Internet and mobile-phone technology 
have enabled scarce medical specialists 
to serve patients in remote places using 
telemedicine, and facilitated the rise of 

distance-learning university campuses, 
giving students everywhere access to 
professors who previously were available 
only to those in major cities or on 
university campuses.

Many individuals in developed 
countries have taken to wearing watches 
and bracelets that measure their activity, 
heart rate, and sleep quality. By fostering 
a greater awareness of their physical 
condition, such devices spur people 
to adopt healthier habits, potentially 
reducing their risk of chronic disease, a 
major contributor to health-care costs 
worldwide.

But these devices have even greater 
potential to improve health, and today’s 
innovators are using cutting-edge 
technology to build on these successes. 
Unlike traditional patient records, 
stored in individual doctors’ offices, 
the data collected by such ‘wearables’ 
are aggregated and analyzed. This can 
improve diagnostics, while helping to 

Creative Disruption in Health Care and Education
STEPHANIE VON FRIEDEBURG
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Bank Group.
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